VIGILANTES

When wvigilonites are mentioned, the image is of quick
and severe frontier citizen justice being applied to horse
thieves. The coming of civilization, however, did not end
the vigilantes in Kansas. Bank robberies increosed la
alarming proportions in the state during the 1320s. The
Kangas Banker's Associolion helped to orgonize vigilante
groups in communities throughaut the state. They were
armed, trained in marksmanship, and instructed in the
correct reaponse to ottempted robberies. Some groups
were never tested, but same chased and shol hank
robhers. There is disagreement an the inftuences af the
vigilantes in curbing bank holdups. Eventually it was
concluded that professional law officers were needed lo
calch professianal criminals, ond the vigilantes possed inlo
Kunsgs history.

From PLAINS TALR



