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Introduction 

We issue this anthology of Kansas folksongs in celebra­
tion of the l25th anniversary of KanSaS's statehood. This 
we do in concert with the sentiments of William Allen White 
as expressed in his novel, A Certain Rich Man. "Perhaps 
this land of ours was younger than it is now and sang more 
lustily, if not with great precision; for to the man who 
harks back over the years, those were the years of song," 
wrote ...."hite of early Kansas. "All the ,,;arId seemed singing-­
men in their stores and shops, women at their work, and 
children in their schools." Should this collection encourage 
a reVival of the singing heritage of the state ln connection 
with its sesquiquartacentennial, that will be worthy of 
celebration indeed. 
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