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For several decades after 1%31l, John D. Hick's evaluation
of the agrarian unrest of the latter nineteenth century
remained the standard interpretation, He maintained that the
Populists anticipated the Progressive and New Deal reforms of
the twentieth century. Thus, when Richard Hofstadter
challenged that assessment, he provoked a dispute which sent
authors back to the sources in an effort to defend, to reject,
or to modify his revision. Sobseguently, the controwversy has
ranged from his contention that Populism was an irrational
Yeaction to misunderstood forces at work in modern soclety, to
Norman Pollack's assertion that Populism was the major radical
alternative of the period, to Walter Nugent's belief that
Populism was basically a political response Lo economic
problems. In the 197085, Lawrence Goodwyn added a new
gdimension to the argument by maintaining that the generative
force behind Populism was the cooperative movement which
convinced agrarian dissidents that they could acfieue
individual freedom by working together collectively. The
activity engendered by Hofstadter's seminal criticism has
generally been to measure Populist tenets against his
allegations without considering whether or not the Populists
can be 50 clearly delineated from others im their own time and
in their own place. Thus, the guestion arises whether or not
a study of local history will indicate significant differences
in attitude from one political orientation ko another toward
the issues of the day.

This papet will examine the editorial policy of a
Republican newspaper, the Daily Hureonite, from 1894 to 1893,
along the lines of Hofstadter's lict of dominant themes and
sub-themes in Populist histery. Briefly. Hofstadter lists the
dominant themes in Populism as the notion of a goelden past,
commonality of interests between farmer and laborer, the
peaple versus the "interests," the conspiracy theory of
history, and the primacy of money, The sub-themes implicit in
Populist thought, according to Hgftstadter, ate
pravincialism, nativism, and anti-Semitism. My purpose is5 tg
ascertain whether ¢r not a clear-c¢ut division can be made
between Republican and Populist sentiment in a particular area
of Spouth Dakota in the middle 18%0s. 1 will first determine
the political bias of the Daily Huronite and then examine each
of Hofstadter's themes, Since Hofstadter's theme of the
people versus the interests is closely allied with the
conspiracy theme, no attempt will be made to consider the
former separately,

The year 1894 marked a turning point in American
pelitical history. In the elections of that year, the
Republicans captured nearly every major city in the Northeast,
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dominated the rural areas, and began an eighteen-year periocd
of dominance in naticnal politics. At the same time, the
Democrats incurred their most serious defeats in the
industrial cities, having experienced thf loss of working-
c¢lass wards because of the depression. Meanwhile, the
Populists even though they had elected fewer candidates than
they had in 1892, entertained hepes of replacing the Badly
shattered Democrat Party as one of the major parties,
1899, however, the farmers' attitude toward big business had
begun to change from one of hostility to one of accommedation
and neutrality as farmers became less concerned with how large
big ?usiness was and more concerned with what big business
did.

The Daily Huropite hegan publishing as a daily paper at
Huron, South Daketa in 18686 with Davis, Longstaff and Crouch
listed as publisheras., By 1889, the editor-publishers were
Joehn Shannon and John Longstaff. Dn June 1, 18%6, Shannon
retired because of ill health, and John Longstaff became scole
editor and publisher. The PDaily Hurponite continued
publication until 1945 when it merged with the Elaihsma%, and
in 1556 the name Huronite disappeared from the masthead.

Through the years 1894 to 1299, the Huronike staunchly
maintained that it was a Republican paper, In fact, from
September to Movember 1894, the Resclutions of the Republican
Party of the state of South Dakota were reproduced daily on
the editorial page. The editors made themselves explicit
regarding their stand when they asserkted, "The Huronite always
stands by republican tickets until the victors are crowned and
the dead decently buried; and happily, we are always able to
do this without being unfaithful toe the truth.” The
particular bete noir ¢f the Hurconlte in the election campaign
of 1B94 was not the Democrats but the Populists, since the
Popul 1sts were a distinct threat to Republican ambitions in
Sguth Dakota that year. Sending out a thinly veiled plea ko
possible defectors to remain in the Republican ranks, the
editors declared,

But we have to take parties, as we have tg take
the world itself, with the ills that belong to them,
and make the best of the situation, Convinced of
the value znd justice of their declared principles,
their methods are to be improved by loyal work
inside the lipnes . . . .

The best organization in this wide world through
which to discover and remedy political wrongs is
still the really Grand 0ld Republican Party.

Throughout the campaign of 1894, the editors of the
Hur0n1£9 fired editcrial blasts at the Populaats, such as,
"Possiply you ¢an argue the ears oftf a cast iron dog, but yfa
cannot induce capital to invest where ponullsm reign|
Dne senses the ebullience of the Huronite in November, 1894,
when it became evident thakt the Republicans had re-electead
GCovernor Sheldon and had gained a3 sizZeable majority in the

state legislature. The editors called the Republican victory
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« +» .« & victory in the industrial and moral world as
significant as that of Gettysburg in war. All true
Americans may well rejoice in it, as all true
Americans are sure to be profited by it, M

A year later the Huronite was already taking up the
cudgels for the coming battle in 1EB%96, and the paper pleaded
for party harmony, taking no chances on what the Populists
might do at the polls in 1B96. In September, 1895, the

editors warned,

The republican party must be returned to power and
kept there regardless of any winor questions of
pelitical econemy . . . . The party has its faulks
as all parties have, but the good in governmental
affairs that cannot be reached through 1ts
grganization is hopeless. The next president should
be one willing to leave the silver fguestion to
congress, and that is ai far as the Huronite would
make the issue for 18896, z

By the following spring, however, it looked as 1f the
Populists were going to be a torce to contend with in Qaqth
Dakota politics, and the Huranite became even more implicit,
indicating to its readers that the Republican Party had
something For everybody. The paper declared that

2 man may be for or against women suffrage,
prohibition of ligquors, government ownership of
railroads, and a great many other guestions of
interest, including the silver guestion, and
reasonably remain in the republican ranks. Men
right on the main test guestions, but differing on
the minogr ones may well be encouraged to stay with
the republican party until the main questiq%s are
definitely settled, and ne longer divide men,

The Huronite had consistently endorsed free silverl4 ang
in the spring of 15%6 the paper also endorsed Senatoer Allison
from Iowa as_the Republican nominee for candidate for the
presidency.”” However, when 1t became apparent that the
national Republican Party was not going in the direction that
the Huronite would have liked, the editors began to shift
qrouEaT_Eﬁahby June EEBG, the paper was enthusiastically
supporting McKinley. The editars exclaimed somewhat
dafensively, "The Huronite i5 a republican newspaper, It
belie¢ves in the principles of the republican party, and it
places those principles above men.” 7 " When challenged by the
Plankinton Standard to explain its political somersault, the
Hurenite was egual to the task when it declared:

The Hurgnite is not 2 free silver republicen
paper. It never has been and it is not now. True,
the Hurcnite has been & bimetalist [sic] of the
2llison school, but never, never an adveocate of free
coipagg1§f the Pettigrew, Bryan, Tillman, Altgeld
stripe.

During the summer of 1896, it became evident that the
Populist threat was more substance than shadow, and the
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Hureonilte was not above mud-s5linging and employing the
technique of guilt by association. In June, the editors
warned of, "Populism, anarchy, free trade, free silver, free
whiskey, and free beer, These will be the demands of the new
party." Continuing in much the same vein a few weeks later,

the editors claimed that

The democracy of Jefferson from which have been
drawn invariably the ideas which have given
pelitical stability ond republican enthusiasm, to
the country, has passed 1nto the c¢ontrol of
Jefferson's diametric opposite, the Sacialist or
communist or a5 he 15 now known here, the
Populist. f

foward the end of the campaign the Hurecnite, sensing that the
coming election was to be no land-slide for the Republicans,
iseued one more warning. The paper suggested darkly that,

Murat [sic] and Robespierte were the Altgelds,
Tillmans and Pettiagrews ol today. Let all men pause
and consider whither we are drifting. Under
Pettigrew and Bryan and Tillman to revolution? No!
A thousand times no! There is but one alternative,
A vpte for Bryan is a vote for revolutioniscs, A
vota for ﬂpkinley is a wvote for peace and
nraosperitby.

when the tumult and the shouting died in November 1896,
the jubilation of the Huronite was much more subdued than two
vears earlier, With the election of McKinley it anncunced
that, "The honor of taa nation has been preserved--the credit
of thz nation saved." No mention was made of Socuth Dakota.
Perhaps the honor and credit of the state had been indelibly
stained by the election of a Populist for governor. Through
the years 1897 to 1899, the Huronite continued to affirm its
Republican sffiliation and continued to disparage the
Fopullsts.23

While the question rages whether or not the Populists
were retrogressive, the preoblem here is to determine whether
or not there might have been a tinge of vyearning among
Republicans for things that were past. The Huronite seemed to
be casting nostalglc glances over 1ts shoulder when it wrote,

The Hurconite stands up for American institu-
tions, For American men; for American parties. It
believes in old parties, in ald constitutions, in
the ©ld Church and in the old-fashicned, common-
sense ways. When any new unpatriotic, instable,
fanatical, sanarchistic or communistic fad comes
swelling along [that 1s, the Populists], we like to
set 1t ontogfweold democratic party first and watch
the result.

It is evident, howewver, that the editors were indulging in
campaign rhetoric, promoting the cause af the Republican Party
in November, 1894, and urging potential defectors to think it
over. This seems to be borne cut by the fact that, several
monkhs later, the editors advised, "Let party utterances made
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1n the rvar af hot nominating conventhns, at the moment of
adjournment go for what they are worth."2

The editors, writing in a more positive vein, seemed to
have caught the vision of the "American Dream" in the mid-
nineties. Far from being pessimistic, even though the United
States was then in the grip of one of its worst depressions,
the =ditors could write,

We are here to take the world as it is and make it
a5 much better as we can. Civilization even after
all these centuries, has just made a beginning--a
mere gpening in the wilderness. Its enemies, in
overwhelming numbers, are all arcund us . ., , .

The world does move, and it moves forward, And
every word of honest cheer, and every siroke aof
honest work, and every enlargement of human haope,
and every exp%nsion gf human lowve, helps that
movement along. b

No éesire here to go back to the good old days. The world was
full of change and challenge and the task of Americans was to
meet it head-on. Nevertheless, a man had to meet certain
gualifications in order to take up the tremendous task of
remaking the world. The Hurcnite cautioned,

Ta be a true republican [one] must bhelilieve 1n
quman liberty everywhere; the perpetual unity of
American states; the dignikty of 2ll honest human
labor . . . and he should believe in the practical
means to bE;ng about justice and perfect brotherhoocd
amgng men, <’

But of c¢ourse the Huronite was a Republican paper, and it
advised its readers that there was anly one safe route to
reform 1[I one were to aveoid the snares and pitfalls of
revolution:

rmerica {5 distinctively a reform natian, It
is always reforming. The controlling peclitical
party in this country for forty years past 15 a
distinctively reform party. Soclety 15 always
reforming wherever 1t is dominant. It means to
leave nothing--no real need of just and_ happy
national 1life--tp be furnished by reveolution.

Or, as the Huronitq exhorted in apmother instance,

The Huronite Nolds that a man may still be a sound
republican while opposing the free coinage af
silver; that he may be just as sound--and a little
more sg--while advocating it; that he may be a gqaod
republican holding the Eaith that the government
should own, and opetakte the railroads, and just a
little better one opposing at this timf any such
tevolution of methods of business . . . .<°

The Huronite did not 1ook backward. Indeed, it believed
that bthe nation had te leok forward. The people ought ko and
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could cure the ills of a developing scciety. Moreover, the
paper believed that there was no need t¢ change parties to
achieve the goal of reform because the Republican Party since
its inception had been the party of reform,

[t is difficult to make any generalizations about the
Huronite's policy reqarding what Hofstadter calls, "the con-
cept of natural harmonies," simply because the editors d4id not
devote much time to labor guestions. There seemed to be some
sympathy for the urban workers on the part of the editors, but
this concern was put into the context of the tariff question.
Arguing for a high tariff, the Huronite expounded,

From bottom to tep it is a labor question., If
men are to be slaves--1f labor is simply a
commodity--then free trade is right and peolitic, If
men are to be freemen, and labor &o be dignified,
protection is indispensible {sic].3

In anticipation of the coming election year, tbe Huronite in
the autumn of 1895 argued that the basic question of the day
was the tariff and its effect upon the American way of life.
The editors insisted that

The Huronilte denies that this silver question is to
be the leading issue in 1896. The leading question
is to be aone mgre [sic] of business life or death.
Shall America do business In her own interest, and
thus be able t¢ care for her toilers by giving them
employment, or shall she abanden leadership to the
other continent, and her labor to S&Trvation Wages,
with its dangers of civil commotion?

By the spring of 1886, it became evident that the
Huronite's prediction of the previous September was
Tnaccurate. Silver was rapidly pushing the tariff issue off
center stage. However, the editors had neot changed their
minds, and in an attempt to convince their readers that both

issues were paramount, they wrote,

A high tariff, and a narrow redempltion money!
Statesmanship? If that is statesmanship, in Lthe
interest of American labor, then twice ktwo make
elight wher You borrow money, and twice ten make sSix
when you pay lt.

Furthermore, the Republican Party, the party of the high
tariff, was the best agent four proteckting the interests of the
worker as the editors declared:

When a person believes in a tariff for revenue only
he 1s not a republican, but 50 long as he believes
that it is the duty of this government to proteckt
American labor and prevent the American workingmen
from being reduced to the low leg%l aof the European
labarer, he remains a republican,

There is some ewvidence, however meager, that the Huronite
was concerned with the plight of the eastern working man. An
editorial on a strike in the Pennsylvania coal fields stated
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that, "The ceal miner's strike is going to be successful
because the cause is just and has the sympathy of the
p.c.w::pl.c.l."E"l When it appeared that the strike was nat going to
be successful after all, the Hurcnite lamented,

The striking miners may be forced by the
necessities of nature to resume work. The distress
in their families caused by an almost total lack of
food 1s the strongest argument in favor of the early
adjustment ©of the difficulty. It also illustrates
the righteocusness of the miner's cause. After hard
work, day after day, the miner is not able teo lay by
enoughago suppert a family a month when work
Ced S5es,

Although there was compassion for the cause of the
worker, nowhere in the editorials of the Huronite was there a
plea for farmers and workers toe get together to solve their
mutual preblems. In fact, the editorial page was silent on
the crisis caused by the Pullman Strike and on the sensational
trial of Eugene Debs that €allowed.

The editors pf the Huronikte were disturbed in the mid-
nineties by what seemed to be a great inequity in the American
system. The paper claimed that

The masses are as restless today as ever., More
and more are they impressed with the idea cf this
being a2 rich man's government. This idea must be
corrected by legislation which shall place every
man, rich or poor, high born or low, o0 equal terms
in this free land before the law, Legislation must
cease to be for the few, and become for all alike.

Nor were the editors vague as to the scurces of the evil
that made the government of the United States a rich man's
government, Certainly the gold manipulaters had a hand in it,
as the Huronite informed the public: "When it comes ta
personal interest, the silver-mine owner's so much talked
about, isn't a speck ¢f snogw in a blizzard as compared with
the m%gey—speculating interest in the manipulation of
gold.," Although the editars did not show exactly how it
coauld be done, or where they got their information,
neyertheless they cautioned that, "To manipulate gold is easy.
An agent of Mr, Rothschild may land in Sigux Falls, and by
conspiring with three men, take away gine—tenths of the gold
in Minnehaha county within two hours.”>® Continuing to assert
that gold could be and was being manipulated, the editors
warned their readers that,

Gold 1s manipulated by the strong against the
interest of the weak, This is done because it can
be done with comparative ease. It is the most
natural thing in the world that it should be done,
in a wicked world where men are selfish. Does any
sane man expect the Rothschilds to fail to gather
all they can get hands gn? The way to pggvent it is
to make it impossible to do with profit.
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The Huronite became even more explicit regarding Jjust who was
benefitting fzrom the gold standard., "“The Huronite pointed out
long since just how all the [gold) 'bugs' will be bimetalists
[sic]). The masters who live on the blood of the peﬂPle mMUSt
give them a chance to renew the blood occasionally.”"?

But there were other conspirators on whom the Hureonite
leveled its sights. The coal trust also came in for i1ts share
of ¢riticism. Loosing a verbal blast, the editors exclaimed,

A great kick is made on the railrocads and very
little is said about the coal combine, a combination
of soulless conspirators against the public weal who
rob the people unblushingly.

This $3,7% per ton [(profit) goes into the
pocket of the robber coal baron, and the coal
consumetrs of the northwest pay theitvr coal kills with
grain and praduce at lessened market values.

It is no wonder men become populists when they
are robbed daily by coTPinations which seem to
prosper by reason of law.

Nor did the pen of the Huronite editors spare the telegraph
which was depicted as a villain preventing an honest man from
earning his honest docllar. 3s late as 1899 the editors
argued, "Give the people a goed law regulating the telegrarph
and express tolls in this state. Thﬁzleeches rob every one
who transacts any business with them."

That a conspiracy ex1sted against the working man, the
Huronite was convinced, That something had to be done about
it, the paper was also convinced, and it reminded its public
that America was at a crossroads. It warned that a decision
had to be made,

There are such things as powerful cormorant
corporations. Rockefeller is not playing a lone or
a lonely bhand. There is such a thing as the great
common, working struggling people. Their interests
have clashed. They threaten to ¢clash a great deal
more sharply. The problem must be thought ocut and
wrought out now, or fought out hereafrer. Which?

As If in answer Lo its own guestion, the paper fulminated,

"Down with combinations and trusts. If the farmer could get a
combination on his products he could get even with th‘? rest of
conspirators, pbut such a thing 15 1mpessible . . . " 4

Thus, the farmer was not able to meet the combinations an
their own ground. An "egqualizer"” would have to be found, and
the Hurenite also bad an answer for kthat, The paper suggested
that there must be svme kind of regulation, "Any combinatian
te control prices on the necessaries of life ought to be
knacked sky high and sconer ar later it will be done."®  The
American way of life had to be preserved. The Huronite
instructed its readers that T
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Where combination is possible competition is
impessible, and where free competition is
impossible, as it is in all products, natural or
manufactured, controiled by trusts, 2s well as in
transportation companies, telegraph companies,
inscrance companies and other like corporations, the
inherent rights of the people are infringed upon,
and no constitutional provisions of a free people
are i%tended ta protect the few as agalinst the
rnany.4

Of cpurse, being a gocd Republican paper, the Huronite reminded
its readers that there was only oune real agent gualified to carry
cut the needed reforms., EJitorializing en a speech given by
Senator Pettigrew which called for control legislation For
railroads and other corperations as well as the remonetization of
silver, the editor commepted, "The [Republican] platform at
Aberdeen must in still plainer language renew XFE republican
promises of effective corporation ecantrel . . . .7 And a month
later he again declared,

If the republican party is to remain the mighty
leader of human lLiberty, it must continue to set its
face resplutely agasinst the bad influences of
concentrated wealth and power, and to speak and
strike 3@ behalf of Abraham Lincoln's "common
people,™

However, 1t was not all that simgple, What happened if
one of these powerful combinations, which stifled competition,
at the §gme time provided bketter and cheaper geceds to the
public? Government ownership was not the answer, the
Huronite indicated, as it reprinted an editorial from the

The great argument against government
menepolies is that when competitien disappears the
greakt spur tov progress is wanting and the great
benefits derived now by the people from constantly
progressi%g improvements and cheapness are not
realized.?

The Hureonite struck a middle-of-the-road stance in answer
to the guestien that it posed. Absolute freedom was as
undesirable as government ownership. W®What was needed was to
distinguish between the service that the combinaticn provided
{which was benefici1al} and the potential power that the
combination might yield {which was not benmeficial). The
editer asserted that

In the Hurcnite's view, the railroad is to be
looked upon as an indispensible [sic] friend, whose
conduct is to be the subject of special gevernmantal
Scrutiny and supervision, because of its exceptional
power,

Wwhile we deal with the great corperations that
manage them [the railroads] as dangerously powerful,
there must be constant recognition of the
beneficence of their rijhtful work. To hold them to
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right and justice between man and man while
according them right and justice, freely, should be
the object of all legislation, as ¥f11 as the demand
of all public and private opinion.

"According right anmd justjce" was not to be pne-sided however.
1f the interests of the railroads were to be guarded, as they
should be, this was not to imply that the public did not have
its rights., The Hurenite stated that

It is right and proper that J[railroad]
interests should be protected and it is proper that
they should have able tepresentatives in the state.
But that the people should be contreclled by them 1s
all wrong; it is un-American and un-republican. The
republican party of the state will never consent to
the sacrifice of the people's tights in the
interests of great corporations, neither will it
allow these great commercial arteries to be so
crippled as to weaken the great interest Ehe people
have 1n proper transportation facilities.5

On Januatry 20, 1897, the Scuth Dakota legislature passed
the Palmer-Wheelet Bill which contained, in essence, the
following provisions: the Rallroad Commission was to have
general supervision of rajlroads in the state as well as the
power to examine the books in prder ta determine a railroad's
gross earnings, and to set masximum Tate schedules, In
addition, the railroads were required to furnish cars to all
who teguested_ them and were [forbidden ta practlce rate
discrimination.? Although this lgaislation was a Populist
measure, the Huronite supported it.

The railroad combinations were net the only trusts that
came under the scrutiny of the Huronite. One has recurring
visions of the Boston Tea Party as the editors recalled the
herces of old while reviling the sugar interests:

The peogle have no rights that the sugar trust
is bound to respect. Time was in this country when
England tried to force its goods upon this country
and the 1nhabitants refused to consume them in any
manner, We wguld all hate to go without sugar, but
the time may come when 1n order to curtail the
rapacious hands of trusts that the plan adopted by
the colonists will have to be practiced by their
descendants noy inhabiting the country made free by
their hercism.~

Hawaiians beware, lest the sugar jein all that tea in the
harbor! 1f the Huronite could have its way, the ceoal trust
also would be regulated: "Now let the courts get after the
coal trust and destrey that infamous combingtion, which places
a tax upon every fireside in the nation.,"’® As summer became

hearth:

The coal trust can soon get in its graft again.
Jack Frost and coal trusts will dominate the
northwest for the next six months. NG one expects
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coal trust shgqld have the same undisputed sway in a
free country.

Even the Standard 0il Company was not immune Erom the attacks
«f the editor's pen. On hearing that Standard 0il was
attempting to eliminate competition in Wisconsin, the Huronite
was regdy with its remedy: "1f the Standard 0il people can
kill off competiticn at pleasure . . . statg laws should be
passed te prevent their deing business.">? One suspects,
however, that rhe editocr was more than a disinterested
observer. Apparently his experlience with Standard 01l
products was not entirely a happy one. One senses his
frustration as he wrote,

The annual protest is being made against the
gquality of the non-combustible liquid now belng
unloaded on an outraged public in this state as
kerosene, There is something radically wrong with
the law governing the inspecticn af oil and the next
legislature can do the eeople no better service than
by providing a remedy.

Evidently things diad not improve rapidly because two years
later he was still grumbling,

The law governing the inspection cf oils in
Swuth Dakota should either be repealed or amended sg
that it will ptove of some usefulness. The present
grade of kerosene and gascline sold by the Standarg
0il Company is unfit for use--stinking and dangerous
stuff Hhich is net much above the standard of crude
oils.

Since people of several political persuasions subScribed
to the guantity theory of moeney, the Hurcnite was right in the
mainstream of things. Until the middle of 18%6, the editors
extolled the virtues of silver. Certainly, acccrding to them,

the use af silver would benefit the poor: "Silwver is Lhe
money of Ehe poor and the money af the poor should be as guood
as any. Elsewhere in the same editorial they wrote, "The

tendency of silver even when 'good as gold' is te jingle in
men's pockets, The tendency of gold is to go off and hide.
But not only was silver good for jingling in men's pockets and
for bringing geold cut of hiding, bimetallism was goed for the
material prosperity ef the nation. Tha editors csutioned,
hawever, that silver was not to be a panacea.

The Hurgnikte persistently refuses to believe that
toe ptog?ess and happiness of the world bhangs upon
the slender thread known as the silver guestion, 1t
believes that it would be vastly better for
America’s common pecople if both gold and silver were
made, ©n proper Eatiop the ultimate redemption money
of this natien,

The Huronite saw the need for bimerallism for several
reasons. One was the need for a sound currency. The editors
so 1nformed their readers:
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We want both metals acting perfectly together, and
all we can get of them, as the nltimate commercial
standard of valves; as the wood and the steel
tegether cogftitute the standard of the strergth of
the bridge,

A week later they reminded their public that "Silver coinage
is wanted not so much ta make mcre %oney, 35 to make better
money, and a batter distributien,"®® ard st1ll a few days
later as if to drive home the point: "Every Silwver nan
proposes to put a dollar's worth of silver into every silver
dullar, and he wants a dollar's worth of %%ld in every geld
dollar, not mere promises to pay a dellar.”

In additisn to the concern for a sound dollar or a
bimetallic basis, the Kuronite endorsed silver fFor another
reason: “Taking human nature as it is there is not gold
enaugh in the world, nor likely to be this side of the
millennium, to de¢ the business of the world."67 Thus, the
paper argued that in an expanding economy there simply was not
enough money on 3 gald basis te do the nation's business.
Bimetallism would furnish a much-needed flexib e monctory
system. 'The editors called for

One standard of value fixed and sustained
through twg historic metals, An elastic diversity
of currency based upon s.lver and gald. all
apswering the pregressive nceds o pProgressive
American trade. That's honest money.

Thus, in the minds of the Huropire editors, the coinage of
silver would not create inflation--a cheapet money--but it
would stimulate the circulation of all currency and enable rhe
nation Lo carry on its onterprise. The paper opined rhat

The free coinage of silver might not inflate
the currency one dollar, If you will count
everything in the country that now passes for
"dellars"--silver, gold, papcr, check, drafts,
etc.,--the free coinage might not add a dellar to
the number. But its tendency wou%é be to inflate
the activity of all kxinds of money.

The Huronite was not just sp:nning theoretical webs when
it espoused Lhe cause of free silver. Obviously, action had
to fellow wards, and, of course, the Republican Party was to
be the vehicle of progress: "The real silver friends, like
all other sdvocates of any geoed cause requiring peoelitical
action, will best_gerve their cause by co-aperating with the
republican party.® However, when it secmed thebt the Easlein
Republican politicians were uncomfortable with silver as a
bedfellow, the Huronite urged ation:

When Americans begin to talk of being opposed
to the "free coinage of silver on a ratio of 16 to
1, o Jupen ony other ratio,” as Mortom and McKinley
and others co, it is time for some counter activity
on the part 0f all who believe, with Ex-President
Hartisan, and gther real American statesmen that a
"larger use of silver for money and free coinage of
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silver, upen a basis to be agreed upon, would be
goed for the whole world.”

A5 lare &5 the spring of 1396, the Huronite wa$ still arguing

for a silver plank in the Republican platform,’

Buk the Huronite was a good Republican paper. Evan
though its readets must have blinked when they saw it,
navertheless, when rhe gold plank was written into the
Eeputiilcan platform at its naticonal convention at St, Louis 1n
June, 18u4%, the paper managed to write that "McKinley,
pratection and honest money wlll be the battle <ry of the
ronublicans in 18%6, and pyerwhelming victory will surely be
tn= result in November," Furtnzrmore, when the horrible
news of Senator reller's defection wis verified, rthe Huronite
wrote, m@re in sorrow than in anger tnat

If{ Senator Teller and nNis associates are right
on this great guestion and time demunstrates the
coriectness of their position, when the next
Jeneration peruses the history of this one, Teller
and his asz2oclartes will stand with Lincuoln, with
Grant, and with Sumner, In the hearts of the
Am=trican people. [Lf they are wrong they will be
honored as men wWha had the ecourage of their
conviclions and at & critilcal time acted unselfishly
for what they believed to be right . . . .

No denunciatieons—nu party Scere snould fellow them
from the party.’

Sen:tur Teller might leave the party [or a principle, but for
tne Huronitec, principle meant party first, last and always,

As the nalizical campaian of 18%6 progressed, the
Huronite moved f{urther and [urther away [fzom its former

pesition on silver untll oy November 1896, one would hacdly
hawve recognized its formaer affinity for si1lver, Writing in
appsrent reaction to the Democrat convention of July 1896, and
10 an attempt to ratloralize his new position, the editor
admictted that "It Is among the possibilities that free silver
colned at « proper ratlo, and a proper tariff bill mighk
[1talics addern| wWwork well," Lat "Erees trade and ftree silver
would brinag untold disaster to every interest in the United
States."’>  The following day, however, the editoar fired a
broadsi-le against free silver that was to set the tone af the
gaper's position on s1lwver from then to the end ¢f the
campalan. He warned that

PFree-silver coinage would be national dishonor
and a menumcntal anachrontsm. Silwver has had its
day as a moneoy standard., The commerce of
civilization . . . has progressed beyond silver. It
has adapted itself to gold, and to gold it will
stick until it finds something still more
convenient. The silver campaign is based on
delusions which have no jgstificatjon, and on
statements which are not so.’
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Ho longer was silver the metal Ethat would Q%nefit the poor man
and stimulate the commerce of the nation, Instead, at the
height of the campaign, the Hutonite was convinced that only a
few would benefit from free silver. It wrote that

Gold and silver ate used as money in the United
States to a greater extent than in any other nation.
Why should we drive gold out of the country for the
sole purpgge of satisfying a few silver
speculators.

Then, just before the voters went to the polls, the Huronite
pelieved it necessary to caution just once more what would
happen if the Democrats wong:

The silver coinage under the ratioc of 16 te 1l
would be but fifty cent dollars; gold would be
driven out of the country and the United States
would be placed upon & silver nonmetallic basis
along side of China, Jap India, Mexico and other
semi-civilized countries.

Until the campaign of 1896, ng political distinctian
could be made purely on the basis of whether c¢r nct one
believed in free silver., Republicans endorsed the idea as
well as Populistks, The division came over the crucial
gquestion of whether or net to remain within the Grand 0ld
Party in order to get the desired refora. The Hurcnite
decided to remain and abandoned the cause of free silver in
the process,

The editorials of the Huronjte from September 1894 to
February 1899 make scant references to Jewry, and the paper
makes these allusions in connection with eastern banking
interests. [t suggested that

The "crooked nosed" Wall sktreet [sic] manipula-
tors better take to the woods Lo save themselves
from the oppressions of the horny handed tillers of
the soil. This is the farmers' year . . . . The
price of all kinds of farm produce is advancing.
Wheat, corn, cotton--the thr% kings are having
things very much their own way.

If there was no real evidence of anti-Semitism during the
years mentioned, vyet there seemed to be a kind of
provincialism--a feeling of western states versus eastern
states-—-as well as a species of the "my country, right or
wrong” type of patriobtism. The Huronite favored Senator
Allison from Iowa as the Republican nominee for candidate for
President in lHBY96, &Allison was in favor of silwver, of course,
but the Huronite put its reasons for supporting him in a
somewhat larger perspective:

Today Lthere is not a pulse-beat of sympathy between
Ohio and the ambitions of these states |[Iowa and
South Dakota] west of the Mississippi. With great
numbers and great wealth concenktrated on small area,
the "Ohio man" {McKinlevy] always appears with his
back to the west ., . . . The Brices and the
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Shermans are representative men of the stata [Qhie].
Good men., A good state., But neither the men nor
the state which they accurately represent, have any
use for the Dakotas . . . .

The people will someday ceme to a better
understanding, but we peed te act with friends now.
As we need strength . . . shall we not best secure
it by friendly alliances at home? This west-of-the-
Mississippi region sheould unite and make its power
known and Felt, if it is to get useful receognition
from the E§Ftwacd powers now careless of us or
against us.

HoEfstadter contended that the Populists were misfits in a
technological soglety and Pollack maintained that they were
the EFirst organized radical group to have a modern program but
both eclaims are overstated. It is ewvident that
characteristics ascribed te the Pepulists were not exclusively
thelrs, and that their preoposed soluticns were alse champicned
by those within Republican ranks.

The Hureonite did not accept the ldea of a golden age--a
nostalgic yearning for the good old days, Instead, Americans
seemed on the edge of a golden or more accurakely a silver
future with all the bepefits that a technological society
could offer. It was not the machine that was bad; it was the
man who contrelled the machine who needed contrelling, and in
this respect there was no essential difference between the
Hurcnite pcsition and that of the Populists.

In the few references that the Huronite did make to
laborers, it is evident that a feeling of kinship existed
between the rural newspaper and the Pennsylvania coal-miner.
Since Hofstadter and Pollack concur that such a bond obtaiped
among the Ppopulisks, it 18 again difficult to determine the
difference between the Republican Huronite and the Populists.

The Huronite was convinced that the trusts operated
against the interests of the western rural areas, and it
believed fully that the trusts would have to be contralled for
the benefit of all, 1If Populists believed in a conspiracy, as
Hefstadter asserts, then certainly they were not alene; and if
controlling trusts in the interest of the general welfare is
Populist radicalism as Pollack insists, themn it 1s alse true
that radicalism was not the exclusive property of the
Populists. Again, it is difficult to see a difference between
Republican and Populist.

Cancernlng the money problem, the Huronite stood for an
elastic currency and free silver until the paper was enticed
From that pgsition by the politics of the campaign of 1896.
As to the doctrine of the primacy of money, both Populists and
the Huronite may have been standing in good American
tradition. The debate still rages over the merits of the
quantity theory of money. At any rate, there was no real
difference on the mopey question betwen the Huronite and the

Populists until 1H96.
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The dehate as t? whether or not the Pepulists were anti-
Semitic continues.? 1t i5 neot the concern of this paper to
weigh the merits of that debate except to nete that the
references to Jewry in Huranite literature are of the
intensity and scope of that found in Populist literature.
Thus, on this issue the difference between Populist and
Republican is indiscernible.

The Huronite agreed with the Populists as to what was
wrong with society. There was disagreement as to how to bring
about change. When words came to action, the Hurenite could
nat sever its ties to the Republican Party, preferring reform
by evolution rather than by rewvolution.

Perhaps Georqe McKenna said it best when he called
populism "the perennial American 'ism.’” To describe populism
as peculiar to a particular people in a particular region is
to draw the lines too narrowly. According to McKenna,

The populist believes that the "plain people" of
America, which feor him includes almost everycne, are
in basic agreement with one ancther about what is
right and wrong, fair and foul, legitimate and
creoked. Fancy dialectics are unnecessary to
discover these kinds of truths: we need only search
our hearts, &and our hearts are basically the same.
The populist cannot bring himself to believe that
the sccial environments of different Americans can
s5et them thinking differently about fu&famentals.
Economic determinism i1s anathema to him.

The fact that Republican Congressman Jack Kewmp of New York and
Democrat Congressman Tom Harkin of Iowa, certainly no
political bedfellows, have recently taken to calling
themselves populists seems to bear out the contention that the
word "Populist™ is a label and that "populism" is a state of
mind,
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