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Fram PLAf,\'S TALK 

TEXAS; A STATE Of MIND AND MEDIA 

by 

Gene Burd 

Texas appears to be a media-made mental map whose 
phenomenon is ill unique combination of geogt"aphical place and 
image Created and perpetuated in large part by American media, 
which cherish the superlative (bigger is bette"d: the self
fulfilling prophecy (unlimited optimism); paclt;aging and 
promotion (style and surface more than substance): and the 
romantic, anti-urban legend and myth of unrestricted freedom 
in a highly reetrictive, complex society. This set of symbols 
and icons is a p.-oduct exported to the country as a popular 
culture, and internally used to unify a diveese state. 

The difficulty of analyzing TeAas ~as stated by novelist 
John Steinb ..c\ in his o",n "seaech foe Ameeica" in his Teavels 
~ith Chael'!'y. "Texas is a state of mind," he ~r-ote, "but I 
thinkIT-is mace than that. It is a mystique closely 
appeoximating a eeligion." The state invites geneealiti .. s 
~hich "usually end up as paradoJ<" as there is no physical oe 
geogeaphical unity in Texas. He .. laboeated even fur-thee; 

Its unity lies in the mind. And this is not only in 
Texans. The ",ord Texas becomes a symbol to ever-yone 
in the ~orld. There's no question that this Texas
of-the mind fable is often synthetic, sometimes 
untruthful, and feequently eomantic, bU~ that in no 
"'ay diminishes its strength as a symbol. 

If Texas is a mental symbol, then a logical "'<ily to 
obeeeve it ",auld be to <ilnalyze the content of media since 
their eymbolic representations filter and construct social 
real ity and peepetuate the myths and legends and imaginaey, 
collective beliefs of a group. Media ace also tied to th~ 

spiritual and non-msterial and to notions of popular cultur ... 
If the idea of Texas is dependent on media, one might look at 
the rathee standard media foems: books, n .. ",spapers, 
magazines, photogeaphs, act and other peint foems: radio, 
television, phonogeaphs, film, movies, and other electronic 
devices; adveetising and public relations techniques, tools 
and styles; and popular cultuee, including fashion, food, 
politics, epoets, and lif .. -style. 

AS foe booke about Texas, Rice University sociologist 
Chandler Davidson has said "The manufacture of the TeJ<as Myth 
ie an ancient but still theiving ente.peise •••• Such books 
co~e out every fe'" years, sometimes in clumps of t",o o. three, 
like cabbage in an ill-planted garden Th" Texana 
market, like that for hemoerhoid cuees or chinCh bug killer, 
is kno .... n for its dep ..ndability.,,4 The latest ",riter to tackle 
TeJ<as, Jamee r'lichenee, notes that there are more books about 
Texas than any oth .. r state .. xcept perhaps Califo.nia, and that 
Texas is a "bibliographic gold mine" and "almost an idea~ 

liteeary subject and .... ill be fa. generations to come." 
Davidson summaeizes the cont .. nt of such bookS " .... hos .. essence 
is to aerve up as truth variations of this myth": 
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The basic story is as simple as the plot of a 
western movie. Out of the barren Southwest, a 
heroic breli!d of Anglo-SaJ{on settlers carved out a 
'oIilderness elllpire, conqui'l'ing barbarous Indian 
tribes and liberating unproductive land [["om a 
feudal Mexican peasantry. Planters colonized the 
eastern counties, ranchers and co .... boys the western 
ones. By confronting /11'\ inhospitable climate and 
even more inhospitable savages, the pioneers 
developed a self-sustaining hardines5, leathery 
cona.ervetive instincts, dnd a materialistic 
cunnIng. 

Both Texas writers and writers outside the state have 
shared in perpetuating the myth. Before the ~Jtate developed 
its own literary tradltion, images of the state were somewhat 
dependent on outsideI:5 fI:om the .est of the U.S. and Eu.ope
e~plo.e.s, immigI:ants, missiona.ies, natu.alists, p.ospecto.s, 
investo.s, banke"s, and othe. t.avelers .... ho often wrote 
optimistic accounts of Texas as the place for a better life. 
On foot, horseback, or in schooners at ti"st, and then in 
trains and autos, they .... rote letteI:s, diaries, journals, 
memoit:s, 9uides, travelogues, handbOOkS, and deew maps and 
atlases, scenes and sketches ot the st<tte's landmar-ks, soil, 
miner'als, climate, government and its people. The tone ot: 
such media .... as to boost the advant",ges of living in the ne\/ 
and big country. The idea .... as to settle, colonize, hunt, 
invest, and exploit the re.sources, or- to escape and dream in 
its fresh air. '"G.T.T."--Gone to Texas--became a part of 
Manifest Destiny, whether for six days, weeks, or months, o~ 

whether to Texas or through it On the way to some place else. 

The mental image pI:esented to pr-ospective state visitors 
and r-esidents wa.s positive, eVen utopian, and the railroads 
sponsored both pUblication.s and journalists telling them of 
the state "where hopes are realized" and \/hich "offers a man a 
man's shti'r-e of prosperity, your oppoI:unity is here, the time 
is now." Fairs and e~hIbltions in the land of promise were 
local media used to lure outsiders. Booklets and fact sheets 
weI:e distributed "for the millions who are going, and the 
millions mOre who' ought to go to Texas" to seek their 
for-tunes. 9 

Promises and projections became prophecy. Much of the 
myth in the post-civil War period and into the peak of the Oil 
eI:a bec'5.me reality. Many images and symbols also had to be 
produced, and Te~as writers developed to create them, although 
many were tOI:n bet ....een boo.sterism and cI:iticism, and between 
local and national themes and locales. While the state was 
known for many year-s mainly for wr-iter-s 1 ike J. Fr-ank Dobie 
and Walter PI:escott Webb, recent years produced nationally
known authors like [.ar-r-y /'Ic/'lUI:tI:y, [.ar-r-y King, and Dan 
Jenkins, and a growing list of otheI:s known mostly within the 
state. Nevertheless, ~In a state knOwn for its tI:iumphs in 
cattle r-anching, oil exploration, football and self-pI:omotion, 
literatur-e deserves more I:ecognition than it has received,~ in 
the o.nnion of Don Grah'l~' assoC"iate professor of English at 
the UnIversity of Te~as. 
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The kind of liter~tu[e and its images of the state are 
openly debilted these days. A Dallas novelist, Ma,,-.shall Terry, 
believes Texas writers may be as guilty a5 anyone in 
per.-petuating outdated images of the romantic frontier myth. 
He SilyS they need to move i!Jway from the Western cliche 
.::har.-i1cters and stereotypes and "confront the utcban [e<lIities" 
in d st~te with a fragile environment and land that is not 
endless. 1 Fie and others have critici'l;ed the penalty Texans 
pay for the misconceptions and expectations outsiders have 
projected onto the state. That myth and mystique was 
critically explored by Jane Kramer, who "left New York with a 
myth in my mind" and found that agribusiness in the ~anhandle 

had dissolved the movie version of "The Laost Cowboy." 2 

Perhaps in the future, the far reaches of the mind in 
Texas science fiction writers may provide new images, although 
"There is no question that at first glance Texas SeemS an 
extremely unlikely location to breed literary bril.liance of 
the visionary bent." That notion is hope with caution, 
because Texas "is a stilte that begins evr=ry daoi' re
mi'thologizing itself agilin, molding its ever more corrupt, 
cynical, insensitive aond finilncially obsessed present into a 
'logIcal' continuation and consequence of its widly 
exagger~ted, macho-mono-mythic, almost religiously worshipped 
past."lj 

Texas has always been "good copy" for newspapers. Its 
growth and expansion and interwoven su?erlaotives have 
attracted journalists from both inside and outside the state. 
From the post-Civil War days to the more recent growth of the 
Sun Belt, the press has "sold" the symbols of Texils booster ism 
to optimieotic Americans.l 4 In 1871, New York Tribune editor 
Horace Greeley was persuaded to go to TeX"il""Sby "capitao 1 i.sts 
who .... ere wisely and nobly 1llvesting their money in largE' SumS 
to open up Texas to the wor~d and bring her into fr~F and 
untrammeled intercourse with the North "l~ He 
corresponJed back to his newspap~r, as he told the Texas State 
Agricultural Fair at Houston, May 21, 1871, that man's 
"increased power over nature is the gen~rd.l measure of his 
progress from the low",st barbarism up to that perfect mentaol 
and moral statur~ which is symbolized by Cop,;rnicus, Gaolileo, 
Shakespeare, Milton and Newton." "The savag~," Greeley said, 
"builds no monuments--\%aVeS but scanti' proof that he ever 
existed save h1S bones." 

While Gre",ley predicted "every thirsty, arid plain will 
have its bounteous well" and urg",d streams be "utilized to 
moisten adjacent fields" he also warned that "It is not too 
soon to begin to plant for~ests 1n the more naked aona aorid 
portions of Texaa "I, He aolso noted some baod roaods, 
bad weilther, and bad food, but h" saw Texas as a "Land of 
P,-omise" aond asked "Why should not this State be the home ~e 

ten mIllIons of the human faomlly early in the next century." 

Once Greeley got out of the state, he wrote from New 
orleans that altho'Jgh th,; state had "gigaontic possibilities" 
it relied too easily on soil and cattle which has "blinded her 
people to many shortcomings" which he wrote of "at the riSk of 
giving offense." Greeley said Texas had smaoll, crude houses 
needing glass panes, need,;d 20,000 more school teachers, and 
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50,000 instructed cooks, less meillt, bI:ee.o, coffee, hog and 
hominy, and less money spent on 1 iquor ilnd tobacco. Of Io'hat 
must have been early chicken fried steak, he wrote: "It is ill 

grief to see beef that might be broiled into tender and juicy 
steaks fried or stewed into such repulsive, indigestible 
messes. ,,19 

Journalists visiting Texas more than 100 years later illre 
chaperoned by media relations specialists at the Texas Tourist 
Development Agency Io'hich generates positive stories about the 
state 5:8 dispel tho; notion that Texas is "cactus, eOlo'baya and 
dust." Inside the stilte, the nelo'spapers otten spread the 
myth that the "cOIn do" state is t~1 "economic flagship" <lind 
"crown jelo'el" of the United States, Io'ith its large cities as 
a ~9ateway to the wOLld.~ Stories 1~11 Texans that foreigners 
~dream" of coming to the st~)e; that Japanese children 
imagine what pallas ~s like; that ~Britons (are) Awed by 
Texas' Size,,;2 th~J political con\1entions can find a positive 
economic climate; and that visitors can see ~typica1~ Texas 
with ~cowboys, cattle, wide open spaces and oil wells.,,26 

Features often reinforce both old and new images and 
stereotypes on "true Texans,~ "Texas style,~ "Texas si%e,~ 

~Texas class,~ "World class,~ and variations on class. (In 
Austin in 1963, the lieutenant governor, Willia,n Hobby of the 
\Jouston Post newspaper family, said Texas should strive to be 
a "f~rst""""CT'iiss state.~ The city's newspaper in lE9B, reported 
"This city was visited by a first class snow .~) 

Newsp<!lper readers both inside and outside the state are 
treated to accounts of armadillo races, chili cook-offs, 
turkey trots, and contests for eating jalapenos, spitting 
watermelon seeds, and throwing cow chips in the midst of Texas 
state flags and Texas Rangers. 

Presa accounts of planned image_making tor visitors is 
sometimes marred by un-pI <!Inned reactions and receptions. For 
example, press focus was ~irected to a British rock singer who 
urinated on the Alamo;2 and a l",ichig<!ln mayor visiting a 
surburban Fort Worth festival became: 

the victim of a Texas-atyle hotel-room brawl 
that had all the Lone Star ingredients: a case of 
liquor, two towel-clad women, a bubbling Jacuzzi, 
and a 6-foot-5 former professional football plilyer 
who now is a co-owner of the 'w~rld's largest 
nightclub' • Billy Bob Barnett. 2 

Magazinea have cilptured and released an arsenal of im<!lgeS 
of Texas through the years. Ten examples illustrate the 
persistence of Texas themes on the national level: From 
November 1873 to April 1874, Scribner's described "Glimpaea of 
Texas~; \Jarper's in October 1879 took readers ~Through Tex"s~; 

Fortune's issue of December 1939 waa devoted to the state; J. 
Frank Dobie wrote in N"ture magazine in 1930 about ~The Texan 
Part of Texas~: Texas, ·fr-om longhorns to a horn of plenty· 
appeared in Town <!Ind Country in January 1940; Dobie dnd others 
wrote of Texas in .!!.:::~iday in October, November, and December 
1946: the idea of ~Texas, Near and rar Out- appeared in 
Venture. June-July 1967; The Atlantic issue of Mar-ch 1975 was 
devoted to Texas "dreams;-Truths, legends, her-Des, rascals, 
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oil, pOlo/e., money, land, cities, ["emember-ing, l.eaving, 
retu["ning, staying •••": Nelolsweek's cover story of Decembe. 
12, 1977, was on "Texas-The Superstate," and told re/lders that 
"After decades of insecure b<aggadocio, tllll tales and youth 
excesses, that state of the union and state of mind ClIlled 
Texas has turned into an economic superstate and a cultural 
comec", the ultimate booster ism in these images appeared as 
TOlo'n and Country's Septembe. 1979 issue ceinforced the 
uLtimate national superlative on "Texas--A State We can't Do 
Without." 

Within the state, the public-sponsored Te~as High ... ays and 
Texas Parks and Wildlife have long boosted the state's ~mages, 

and In~3 Texa...£ ~onth!.r. ... as created to capture the state's 
civic identity loIith booster ism and superlati\l'e~.30 Even more 
are contained in a ne ...er state magazine started in 19B1 called 
Ultra for socially-elite Texans IoIho make at least $100,000 a 
year. It celebrates "the special quality of Te~as panache w 

... ith features about "fashion, beauty, style, design, sport, 
travel, ffne food, literature, art, architecture, places and 
people." It insists that Texas is an independent country, 
different from other states: 

We in the Lone Star principality are devastating, 
and ...e know it. Is there another state in the Union 
that so fascinates the rest of the country? 
the r\2st of the ...orld? If YOLJ're some ... here else, 
and you're from Texas, you're 'on' every minute. 
You have immediate celebrity status. 

We ... ho live in this ~ensational principality 
have as much curiosity about our home as do the 
LJnfortunates 'outside'. who and IoIhat malu:,s Texas 
tick is a question loIe never tire of asking 
ourselves. Why has Texas been called a state of 
mind? 

we know that the United States couldn't exist 
... ithout Texas, but that T"xas could e"ist .,erfectly 
comfortably ",ithout the rest of the U.S. \ol\2've got 
everything a country could n"ed--or ... ~nt--in 

abundance. We have every kind of terrain. We're a 
microcosm of the geography of the world. Texas 
scenery and customs vary from region to region, but 
... e're together, too. We've got a recognizable 
national identity. And no", we have our own national 
magazine: ULTRA. We have elegance, ...e have style, 
loIe have class--",e have cham.,agne taste on a 
champagne budget. 32 

Besides magazines and ne ... spapers, other print media have been 
used to ~xtol the symbols of Te~as. These include calendars, 
prInts,) dra",ings, and paintings. 34 Images of Texas often 
combine the co-existence of rueal and urban theme~ mixing 
cowboys, cattle drives, oil loIel1s with the Gulf coa1~' Dust 
Bowl, East T"Kas Piney Wooes, and Rio Grande canyons. Some 
artists are anxious to update and keep images f~esh, while 
nostalgically preserving the unique past eemembered, thus 
"rusty reminders" of abandoned ... agon~, tractora, horses, sma~~ 

towns, and outhouses for "progress, folka, progress." 
Because of its vast srace, the Texas images of sky and 
...eather 37 remain a permanent variable from hurricanes to dust 
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storms, and "Volatile, grandiose, and unruly tornad~'Ss are as 
much a part of Texas as rattlesnakes and scorpions." 

Other images in print include those of cartoons;39 
picture post cards, w~ich record changes from p~~toral to 
industrial conditions;4 poetry;41 and photography, which is 
a major means for symbolic representation of the urban milieu 
and changing landscape. In addition, there are books about 
Texas superlatives: the best, biggest, busiest, coldest, 
costliest, deepest, driest. earliest, fastest, fewest, first, 
greatest, highest, hottest, largest, least, lightest, longest, 
lowest, most, narrowest, oddest, oldest, onliest, rarest, 
shortest, smallest, tallest, warmest, 'oIettiest, widest, worst, 
and youngest. The subjects covered include: animals, plants 
and minerals, physiography and geography, human interest, 
business and industry, education, religion, arts and science, 
transportation and igmmunication, history, structures, sports 
and entertainment. Also, for nearly 40 years a book has 
been published on Texas brags and boasts. "This book about a 
State that is synonymous with space is dedicated to that great 
out yonder where the yellow Texae moon is!,,45 

While print images have domin"ted the ment"l picture of 
Texas, the arrival of radio in the 1920s extended the sounds 
of the state far beyond its borders. Much of the early radio 
music, and even that in recent ye"rs, has had a strong Texas 
tone--especially in country and western tastes from Bob Wills 
and his Texas PI"yboys to Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, 
Marty Robbins, Larry Gatlin, Mac Davis, and Kenny Rooers. 
They contributed to the "Southernization of America,,,Q6 as 
listeners were led to "Luckenbach, Texas" and "A Texas State 
of Mind," just to name two songs among many written about the 
state. It also has been projected in the sounds of rock-n
roll by Buddy Holly, in blues by J"nis Joplin, and in the 
stirring notes of "The Yellow Rose of Texas," "Deep in the 
Heart of Texas," and "The Eyes of Texas." 

Texas images of sound and vision were merged by Hollywood 
movies beginning in the early 1900s, with "more films made 
about Texas than any other state.,,47 These range from 
numerous early ones on the Alamo to "Red River," "Four for 
Tex"s," and "Giant," to those in the Sixties like "St"te 
Fair," "Hud," "Bonnie and Clyde," "nd "The L"st Picture Show." 
In the Seventies along came "The Sugarland Express," "The 
Texas Chain saw M"ss"cre," "Semi-Tough," and "Urban Cowboy." A 
thorough study of Cowboys and C"dill"cs: Cinematic Images ~ 

the Lone Star State has been done by Don Graham at the 
unlversltyofl;exas-ln a book by that name published by Texas 
Monthly Press. 8 

Graham and others are concerned about the continuing 
stereotype of Texas in movies, and Hollywood's exploit"tion of 
the state's Western mystique despite the fact, as Graha~ 

points out, that "The frontier exists only symbolically.,,4 
Others have pointed out that "The portr"it of the Texans (h"s) 
always been m"de by others, from typec"st actors to visiting 
reporters, se~timentally or cynically--but always 
superficially." 0 Many images of the state in the last 150 
years have been created by "persons coming to Texas (who) 
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Movie-makers continue to come, and have made Te~as itself 
a major "film set" ",ith 54 motion pictures and televisi~9 
projects being shot in th~ state in the last theee yeara. 
The Texas Film commission has encoueaged such film-makees who 
ace deawn by the variety of locationa, th~ availability of 
cre~ arId talent, and the Texas mystique. 3 Vlaitors from 
California expect to find future John Waynes and Gaey Coopera, 
and cities like Austin, which has its owrl "Thied Coast 
Studios" and a Third ~ magazine, expects to become the 
"no=w Sunbelt RollyW'ood." 

Th .. aeeival of television may have made the Texas image 
more intimate and more immediate and involved people more than 
the earlier llIedia of peint, sound, and film. Tetas 
steceotypea in dresa and speech appe,ned in Western TV seriell 
and old ee-run f~lms in the 19501<, and the ads ",ith the 
Marlboeo Man on hie horae. As television changed in the 
Sixties and into the Seventies, Texaa images adapted. Seeies 
I ike "Texas," "Matt Hou"ton," and the mace popular "Dallas" 
peojected an up-dated, ueban era. Pro football '.s imagery of 
machismo, action, and violence suited both TV and the Texaa 
mystique as the state's boedees ... eee extended theough 
"Ameeica's Team"--the Dallas ~o"'boys--as spoets and TV becallle 
a kind of national religion. 5 

NeW' media Images of Texas ~hich recycle old Western 
steeeotypes to fit ne'" valuea allo'" the geneeal, populae 
public to expeeience the old frontiee and Texas state-of-mind 
m'~ch like the oeiginal settlees ~ho had RGTT" (Gone to Texas). 
~Small ",o~%er that the Sunbelt flouriahes and Dallaa leads the 
eatings," and that the Dallas Co ... boys ace sho~n on TV more 
than any other team. The peoduction and consumption of Texas 
images has in some waY13 become a popular culture using the 
techniques of <ldvertising and pUblic eelations. It involves 
politics, personalities, fashion, food, and style, "'hich ace 
manl.lfactuced and maeketed to create the "Texas state of mind." 

Sell~ng TexaS is not ne~. Ads to attract visitors and 
investors ~eee llsed as far back as 1928. The Texas Toueist 
Development Agency is cueeently placing ads in Ne~ York and 
Los "'ngeles newspapees "teying to convey that Texas is fae 
more than the steeeoflpe" of "a John Wyane movie set--cactus, 
cattle and co~boys." (Some call it "de-Texification."l The 
packaged set of icons called Texas is a type of adveetisement 
",hich can be compared (as in TV cOlllmeecials) ",ith "Beand X." 
Novelist Michenee used such a comparison ~hen he said that 
"State X": 

has no bordee ~ith Mexico, no minoeity pcoblem, no 
inteenat~onal implications, no oil, and no cattle 
industry. State X IS losing population, losing 
seats in Congress, has no distinctive costume, no 
heavy mythology. • State X ",as %'Bvee a nation and 
...as not involved in the Civil Wac. 

The pea per and populae cultueal composite foe Texas and 
Texans to match such an adveetisement often calls upon Texas 
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"style," "chic," "13ize," and "class" to create the prototype 
or mOdel of the "True Texan" to hold or expree5 those 
qualities. This "choreography" may include speech, gestures, 
habits, or appearance ..hich may ragge from TeilClS women 
representing "The C&8er Girl State"; the comic Texas on 
picture POS 1 carda; the Texas joke or humor on national 
television: 6 or the blend of persog with place as with "Sam 
Houston's Texas,,62 or "LBJ Country." 3 

Such a media search for the universal Te:Jlil.s "character" 
is made easier ... ith the many Texas figures on the nstional 
scene: the late LBJ'a height and voice, John Connally's jo .... l 
and hair: Bum Phillips' COwboy hat, and Earl Csmpbell of the 
"Houston Ellrlers"; and bOlee" TellO Cobb. The adver-tisements ar-e 
not loIithout peoblems in packaging. 

For- example, Te~as state bum~er- aticker-s and license 
plates for "Native Te~",ns" ... ould not have applied to Sam 
Houston, Davey Cr-ockett or Si'lm Hou13ton (all bor-n else ...heee). 
Houston native Ho ... ard Hughes "'i'lS bur-ied in HOu13ton, but the 
couets ace undecided on .. hether he legally belongs to 
California, Nevada or Texas--a substantive issue fa .. beyond 
image. National TV journi'lliste ",nd native Texans like Dan 
Rather, Bob Shiefeet, and Hughes Rudd, hilve modified their 
regional accents, and Walter Cronkite is only iln "adopted" 
Texan, ... hile a recent Mise America (born in Texas) had her 
noee remodeled and competed as Miss Californiil. 

White House politician James Bilker is described ae "not a 
Texan of the old school" and "... eilr9 boots under his suit ~ants 

on Saturdays, but the only other co ... boy leathee on him is 
invisible, ... org on his char",ctee. He is deceptively tough, 
even clOth less." <1 As for George Bush, no... a Houston eesident, 
"only a fool ...ould have predicted" 13 years ago that he ...ould 
eestore Texas to national politics "as Lyndon Johnson ... as 
retreating to the Pedernales at the head of a long line of 
Lone Stilr license plates." Bush did not "cast 13 big ehado .... " 
in Texas, and furthermore, as the media myth-making continues: 

He didn't seem right foe Texas, ... ith his small 
bones, thin features, and clothes that fit. Bush 
... as a yankee trans~lant feom Connecticut, an Ivy 
Leaguer, and even orse, he .. ilS the quintessential 
gray flannel man, ith il small, reedy voice like 
Dick Cavett's that .... ilS al"ays saying nonfolksy 
things. Not even a1'\3dison Avenue magJgian could 
put George Bush conVincingly on il hoese. 

Deb",te ovelC the mar-keting of the "rei'll" ~rofessional 

Texan may kno .. no end. A r-ecent book by a Corpus Christi 
editor titled Rei'll Texans Don't Dr-ink Scotch With Their Doctor 
Pepper suggesl'S"that "ReaT'i'""exi"ii"Snever ... orey 3bout being a 
reill Texan because they never thOllght ilbollt it." The notion 
of Te~as and Texans i'lS LJniqLJe probably appeals to m3ny in 3n 
age ..hen regional differences fade in il homogenized 13ociety. 
As media ilnd urbi'lnization blue state boundaries, fe ... st3tea 
retilin as sharp a distinction as Texas ... ith its own national 
anthems, its aloin na~;onal beer, and its power to sub-divide 
into seyeri'll etatee. 
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As its images spillover other .states, and as new 
r~sidents pour across its bord~rs, two forces seem to be at 
work, often contradictory: (1) Internal efforts to 
acculturate newcomm~rs to become professional Te~ans: and (2) 
External sttempts to propagate the Te~as mystique and myth. 
Inside the state, "Part of being a Te~an is hating 
Yankees ••• (as) ••• this history of reluctant tol~rance 

may be giving way to ugly resentm~nt af' Te~ans come to grips 
with America's migrlltion to ~he Sun 6elt.,,6 Northerners are 
billmed for urban problems,6 and classes for new reSIdents 
tesch them the "Texperience" and "natural ize" them into 
understanding and accepting Texas food.s, dress, manners, and 
its heritage, mystiqu~, sounds, scenes, and politics. 
Newspapers run flOatures on "how to tali TeIsn," and magazines 
devote attention on "how to be Texan." 9 Publicity is given 
to testimonials by newcomers who are "converted" and "born 
again" into the Texas way of life like religious zealots who 
become sufficiently loyal <'Ind "believe" so <'IS to be "saved" 
from ridicule. Although lIIuch of the banter is humorous, that 
tends to intimidate debate and fosters acceptance by visiting 
"customers" welcomed to consume in another country, where 
"passports" are sold as satire. 

Groups of "Damn Yankees" clubs, organized by outside 
NOI:theasterners, meet to learn how to e",t Tel:-Mell', jalop~nos, 

and chili; how to .swagger, brag, endlae the h~at and ~8w to 
recognize state symbols. Newspapers publish guides, and 

71report that eventually non-Texans lIdapt to the state. In 
terms of mental maps, research indicates Te~ans hav~ a keen 
sense of "perception space" relative to other states. 72 A 
recent GovernoI:, Mark White (with a tone used against Texas in 
times past), said of Alaska, now th~ 11lrgest state, "I don't 
know why anyone would want to go to that cold bllrren place." 
Again, what can appellr as humor can conceal cultural codes. 

TexIlIs also exports its superlative identity to the 
outside vill its dependence on media centeI:.'! like Hollywood and 
Manhattan, while building its own "ThiI:d Coast." Whether 
insecurely other-directed or in awe of national publicity, or 
seeking success illS symbOl manipUlators in New York and Lo~ 

Angeles, Texas journalists seem to have a love-hate 
relationship with those outposts. Like "Midnight Cowboys," 
Tel:ans seem both lured and I:epulsed as they share their boots 
and beer in the Lone Star Csfe or in the Texas ~colonies" in 
LA.--which they say they often resent for being plastic, 
polluted, fa.st-paced by the rat-I:ace, and from which they flee 
to retuI:n home to a slower, mOI:e laid-back sense of place. 
Dallss columnist Molly Ivins returned to her "wonderfully 
awful" Texas after serving jouI:nalistic time in New York, 
Minneapolis, and Denv~r. Gary Cartwri~ht got <'IS far as New 
Mexico, but nostalglcally returned home. 

But the lure of "The Big Apple" and the East~rn 

Establ ishm~nt is appealing to Texas image-makeI:s and 
journalistic myth-mak~I:s: Willie Morris, a Mississippian 
momentarily "adopted" "s a Tel:lln, tried his hand editing 
~eI:'s: William Broyles of Texas Monthly was called to New 
YOI:" to "blast Newswe~k out of second place" behind TIme 
mllgllzine: Texas journalists got EsquiI:e to create the "U~ 
CowbOy" in Houston; f..l:.ayboy and BI:oadway made a sm1l11 town 
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Texas house of prostitution into "The Best Little ~hor<i!house 
in Texas" to the delight of many Texans seeking th<i! national 
media limelight; and lately, N<i!W York'lS favor is sought by 
Texas f:itors staging backwoods, right- .... ing hicks in "Greater 
Tuna." And several y .. ars ago, an Austin city councilman, 
anxious to get Eastern media to a",ard a local football player 
the H<i!isman Trophy from the Downtown New York Il.thletic Club, 
said ~Sometimes the people in New York get affected by the 
industrial smog, and they ~'5ed to be reminded of what's 
happ.. ning down h<i!ce in Texas." 

Some of that mutual admiration between the Big City and 
the Big State is indicated by such examples as Dallas-Fort 
~orth officialS bragging that their ne'" airport ",as to be 
larger than Ml'lnhattan Island; and the New York Tim<i!s being 
impressed by a Houstonian brought to Ne"'"'W"York to manage its 
convention center, the "ll'lrgest public ass.,.~bly hall in the 
Western H<i!misphere and possibly the "'ol'ld.~ The ~ was 
apparently in awe of Jerry Lo",rey, who had "deliverability" in 
Houston where he ran the civic center, the "largest 
underground parking facility in th .. United State.s,~ and ",ho 
hands out large, red apples which play "Ne", York, New York," 
"'hen wound, and who distributes huge match books ",ith the 
il1scribed covers sayil1g "Strike it BIG in New York." The New 
York-Texas reciprocity is indicated by th .. Times story, 
reprinted of course, in the Houston Chronicle; -----

Throwing out hyperbole I'Ind superlatives as though 
they "'ere spitballs and he ",£ore in third grade, 
talking in italics and twang, (Jerry) Lowrey speaks 
about the Convention Center in a way that on I y a 
Texan wouJd dare and only New York ",auld 
apprec i ate. 7 

Some 40,000 Texans, many of them journalists and media 
types, have mOved to New York, where they ar<i! considered a 
transplanted and e)l;iled "ethnic" group, which helps New Yo,~ 
media manufactur<i! and perpetuate the Texas "state of mind." 
Their own ne",spaper the Ne'" York Texan lS explained by its 
publisher, Janet Scudder: ---- ----- -----

New Yock Texan is about us--Texans in New York and 
what~are doing. And that's a lot. Just look 
around--Texans hold the reins of major international 
corpocations, lead the nl'ltion's political 
organizations, direct publication of the city's top 
newspapers and magazin<i!s, build, heal bodies, mend 
mindS, "'rit<i!, sing, act, paint, model, talk--do ",e 
ev<i!r talk--but especially on radio and television, 
design and otherwise run the show. ~ould the 
country fall apart if all the city's Texl'lns ",ere 
suddenly removed fr¥m their posts? ~ell, maybe not. 
Bllt N<i!'" York might. g 

~hile trying to capture the symbol manufacturing cent<i!TS, 
Texans ar<i! trying to <i!stabl ish thems<i!l V<i!S as a media center, 
but in the mea.ntime remain impr<i!ssed by th<i! Northeastern 
intellectual and artistic -imports," the political ties ",ith 
the Boston-Austin aX1S, and the ",illingness of journalists 
I ik<i! Michener to come down and tell them who they are. 
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Michener confessed that he would -become" a Texan through 
"total immersion," but is "painfully <:Iware that anbY a person 
born in Texas ought to tilekle this ils3ignment.,,8 (.II Texas 
state represntative, born in Illinois, and ineligible for the 
special "Native Texiln" license plates he advocates. says that 
"There is a certain eupte'i'ii!! that the people .... ho ilre born in 
TeXil3 dre raised with.") 

e 
towa r~ss ~'hS~ sm~ndbie'\ ~ ,e~J etrhS rdeeCm:/ rbael ~:ess f~~:d t ~~ /~:~~:a~;e 
rely on "born-again" outside writers to interpret Texas 
culture. Some in Texas hope to "change bibliographi~ 
geography" {rom "dominance by the East and West Coasts."8 
One book pub 1 isher in Tellas who laments that "over 60 percent 
of the books published in America are still published within a 
hundred-mile radius of the Empire State Building," notes that 
Tellas writers are begirlning to stay home and in publishing, 
"what New York has been to the 20th century, Texas may become 
to the 21st century. ,,84 

Meanw~ile, Texaa journalists often write about state 
secession,8 and some Texans resent looking to the East "for a 
reaffirmation of thei.r own creative valu12s" described by 
outside writers like Michener. As one Tellan put it, "We are 
bei.ng invaded ...• We fought so hard to be free from Mexigg 
yet meekly "!.ccept the chains that bind us to the Northeast." 
The "invadi.ng press" from the Northeast has long been resented 
by Dallas media people, especially after publicity on the 
Kennedy oossassination, with one editor complaining that "'until 
recently Texas was often viewed as an uncharted wasteland 
where reporters' type¥riters swung as loosely as the .gun.s of a 
fast draw cowboy.,,8 When the Washington Post l.ndlcated 
Lubbock was a pistol-packing city after John-H1nckley had 
bought guns there, local officials demanded and ~ot a 
correction saying the city was "orderly and law-abiding." 8 

Defending the Texas image can be a full-time job, as 
image-makers must face image-breakers, and no person or state 
can be univer;\ially loved. Native Texan journalist Molly Ivins 
says "I have 10"'3 maintained that Tellans are not easy to 10v12: 
we are, like anchovies, an acquired ta~te." While living in 
Colorado briefly, she found residents hated Texans and 
resented being invaded by people fihe y found to be loud, 
vulg"!.r, obnoKious, rich, and "tacky." g /I, national survey of 
states as recent as 10 years ago, rated Texas as one of the 
worst states in which to live, despite its image of wealth and 
progress. That ranking found the state with more Cadillacs 
and Lincolns than most states, .... ith more people than library 
books, and .... ith poor health services, high numbers of poor, 
dnd low ratings in culture and civic affairs. gO 

If Texas is to deal with such problemS on the ne .... 
frontier of urbanization, it may have to abandon (or at least 
modify) the myth of unlimited resources, as oil, land, water, 
and the Arlglo-Saxon tradition disappear, and poverty, 
pollution, and new Dust Bo .... ls approach. Altho'ugh a few now 
question the Texas mystique, popular media still spread and 
protect it dS electronic media accelerate what print started. 
Many stereotypes remain as conditions change yet the 
superlatives reign. No wonder paradoX continues with JIlyths 
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