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DURING THE DEPRRESSION
by
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Kansans held many positions of respect in boeth major
politacai parties during the Depression. Democrats Guy
Helvering and Harry Woodring wcre either members of Franklin
Rocsevelt's Cabinet or in his Executive offices through most
of tho decade, while alf Landon was the Republican presidential
vandidate in 193% and John Hamilton was the Repubklican Mational
Chairman through itic last half of the decade. Other notable
kansas Republicans from thils period included Senatocr Arthur
Capper, former Vive-Pres:dent Charles Curtis, and William Allen
White.

These men did thelr best to uphold the political heritage

of Kansas. Although Kansas has long been considered a strong
conservative and Republican state, Lt has also had a heritage
of progresszivism., Popilists, Jerry "Sockless" Simpson, elected

to tho United States House of Representatives in 1880; Lorenzo
L., Lewclling, =successful gubernateorial candidate in 189%2; and
Mary El:zabeth Lease led the short-lived Populist Party to
rospect in the 1590=s.  Another group of Kansans, led by Henry
J. allen, Clyde Reed, and Alf Landon, champicned the progres-—
sive moverment in Kansas in the early decades of the twentieth
cgntury. As a result of thesze procressive mevements black-
listing was made iliegal, iniuns were civen the right to
crganize, the Adstralian balleot, reflerendum, recall and
initiative were impicrented, and women were glven the right to
vote., A1l of these reforms were instituted before federal
legigslation made =lwir mandatory.

One rman camce close to destroying this heratage in the
thirtics. Fundamcntalist preacher Dr. Gerald B. Winrod, callcd
the "Kansas Toscist” by =s=omz, camc close to winning the
Republican senontorial primary in 133H. The social unrest and
uncertainty resulting ‘rom the Great Depression helped catapult
Winrod inte the political arena 45 a right wing political
figurec.

Gerald B. Winrod was born in Wichita to James anc Mabel
Winrod in 1898, Tlis father was a bartender who enjoyed thec
right life <f Wichita, deing little else to support his family,
while his mocther was a gentle, caring, and religicus woman who
wias devoted to her family. Winrod learned a deep respect of
the Bible from his mother, which prompted him to strive for a
career in the ministrv. He left schoel in 1912 and began his
religious career by attending revivals acrass the Midwest.

By the age of twenty-one he was a respected minister and
traveling evangelist, despite his lack of schooling in the
ministry, a pastorate, a degree in divinity, or a membership
in an established religious denomination.

In the 19205 Winrod used his charismatic personality and
and ability to convey this personality over the radic to lead
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the fundamentalist movemsnt in Kangas. Farly in the fdecade he
usec Nis writine skills te periray Eimself as fighting with
the common man to defeat the evils of ovolution, modernism ia
religion, atheisr, immorality, 2locoholis=r, communism, liber-
2lism, and war. Winred <ontinugally wroelaimed during his
sveeches and radio addresses that thozco encmies would dest-ow
the morols of American soclety, He found supnort £ar his
funcdamentaiist vigws frofr many Zooplc in the Jower sconom:c
cizsses throughous the MNidwest, thlUulhg nuch of the acricei-
tural communaty of Kansas. Althoudh most of the peuple who
supcortced hlnrod wera of moderate 1ncoma3, they st1ll maraced
ta provice Trim with reocular contrisuticns.  wWinrod's suconss
n the 2arly vart nf the decade fuelad his reed to expand his
operations and the zasicst wey he fourd to accomplish thus was
kv the use of radio. b2 began broadcastirg i the early 1920s
with a Surday morning radio show orn KFH in Wickita and he soon
expanded his programming to Lreluce several pridweoek shows owver
oth“r chhita statiors, In the mid-1%820s Winrod was facing
irereasing broadeasting costs, which resulted in kiz parchasing
r;dlc statiocn XEAW in Menico. Trograms weroe broadcast <aily
in English and Spanish owveor XEZW te Moxico, the United EStates,
ahd tanada. Throuah his specchos at reviwvals, his writings,
his breadceasting vwver ragio Winrod had amassed a ‘arge

z of suopurters by 1225,

in July of 1423, sensing his fundamertalist support,
Winred sernt invitations to eowvengelists and preachers acrass
the Unitocd Stales for 2 Moveaember mecting 17 Szlina, Kansas.
Tlhe meeting was Teant £0 rally the furdarentalist movemcrnt and
gt a course of richtecusness [or the country. From this
sting oreracd a grcup named the Defenders of the Christian
Fazth, and 1ts reocogrized leader was Georald Burton Winrod.
The belenders guickily expanded to reach almost every state in
Lhe Unicn by the ernc of the decade. Part of this sucoess muet
e attributed to Wirrcd's organizationa’l and writing abilities
He cshoweaesed the latter thrcugh the official mouthpisce of the
Defondsrs of the Clristian FPeith--The Dafender magazince, This
magazing, frem its firest issue in Tune Gf 1926, war ¥inred's
avonue Lo attack mary of the scocoeby s 1llc. The statad pur-
pose of The Deferder magazins was "to withstand ths mowcerfal,
destructive, anti- CHrlsL1a1 forces which threaterned +to
zarihilate revealed rzligion, blast away the foundations of
c:viligation and 1rtro tuce chagtic conditions" intc Arerica.?d
This purpose was to be achioved through "opposition withour
nalzgel”

-

From 1926 throuch Y222 all of the "orusades” pursued in
Defender magazine were based on fundamertalist stands on

IR

iszucs 1ike cwolutiown, atheism, prostitution, moderplsm,
gicohclism, communism, 1ikeralism, and war, A&l1 of thesc
stands were based on religious morale, with little attention
to pelitical ramifieaticns. The nowinztion of &1 Smith as the
Temcoratic cardidate for Presiqent in 1924 axpanGod Winrod's
interest :nto pelitical issues as woll as reliqgious 1s55ues.
smith posscssed twoe characteristies that Winrod cculd not
“ularatc: he was {athclic and anti-prohibition. Alter Smith's
presidential romination, Winrod often attacked the evils of
dlcekol and the pozsibkle offest of Snith pecoming Pres:dont ip
The bofender racotine.  lUe feared that Smoth would reintroducs
aiconclisr, into Ameri-an society causing widespread drunkenness
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in the country. Another of Winrod's fears was thact Smith would
be ceontrollied by the Pape, making the United States a vassal of
Rome. Winrod's influence agdalinst Smith's candidacy wasz slight,
but 1t neverthciess was the beginning of Winred's active
interest in welitics. By 1932 the existence of religlous
issues were no 1cnTer of majur importance to Winrod's stands
against political candidaves,5

In the presidential election of 1932 Franklin Roosevelt,
the Democratic namires, campalgned for President on a platform
similar to Smith's in that he suoported the repeal of prohibi-

tioan, Roousevelt stated that prohlbitlion had becn an expensive
and disastrous attempt at social legislation that hacd not only
failed, but also put an encire industry out of work., Winrod

held just the ocposite view. He believed that an industry that
contributed to the destruction of pevple and familiess should be
destreyed, Roeosevelt was alsc an intellectual and a liberal,
which meant that he supported lecaslaticon and reforms that
Wwinrod and the anti-intellectual fundamentalists opposed.®

Winred supported the Prahibition Party cancidate, William
Lpshaw of Jeorgia for the [residency in 1932Z. LHe campalrgned
for Upshaw in fPennysIvania and New Yorx in the late summer and
cartly fall, perhaps believing that if Roosewvelt could be
defeated in his home ztate the election could be swung to the
conscrvative incumbent, Praslient Herbert Beoover. Although
Hoover out polled Reoscwvelt ih Pennsylwvania there is iittle
evidenee that Winred influenced the vots for Upshaw ©r against
Rocscvelt, In fact, Winred left the cast ¢coast in October,
returning to ¥ansa: exiressing the belief thal the naticn_would
clact the limeral Rooscvelt and be doomed tu destruction.’

Winrod's interest in political patters won him a number of
¢nemlies EFram 1925 until his death in %57, He acguired a
great number cf these enemies as a result of an article he
printed jn the January 1933 issue cf The De2fonder magazine.
The article was titled, "Ter Deadly Enemies." ‘'hese were the
sane enemies that he profegsed to [ighting in the 1920s. They
incituded evolution, nedernism in religien, atheicm, immorality,
alccholism, eommunlsn, liberalism, war and two new encmies;
fascism and the Hidden Hand. Winred had added Fascism to his
list of enemies in the late twenties. The Hidden Hand wasz a
ncw cnemy that he defined in the February issue cof The De-
fender magazine as a c¢ligque of approximately three hundrecd
wealthy Jews wheo wore aticmpting to contral the werld through
economic world depression. He stated further that these
"renegade Jows" had created communism in Europe and stirred un
racial tensions in the Umited States to cover Lhelr conspiracy.
With the unmasking of the Hidden Hand conspiracy, Winrocd also
began an aggressive zttack on the Rooscvelt Administration
through The Defender magazine anc a new publication called The
Revealer. Winrod connected Roosevelt with the conspiracy in
1933 as an unknowing participant, but in an article printed in
the October 1916 issue of The Revealer he wrote that the
President was knowingly assisting in the consplracy. Winred
continueé¢ his attack on the President through 1337 when the
attacks were mysteriously suspended,

Winrcd gainad more enemies after he returned from a visit to
Europe in the winter of 1935-36. He lcft for Eurowve in December
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and visited most of the western Eurcpean nations, but spent
the most time in Nazi Germany. Winrod returned to the United
States in February of 1936 with respect feor Hitler and his
work to defeat the Communists in Burope.® Although he still
believed that Nazism was not practical for America, he had
rmoderated his views toward facists and stated that Germany was
the anly country in Europe that "had ever dared to try to
completely extricate itself from the contreol of international
Jewry."lo After the trip to Europe, Hitler and Gormany were
treated with much more respect in articles appearing in The
Defendeg magazine and Winred was returned the favor pecause
some of his writings wer& made avallable through the German
Propaganda Ministry.

In 193¢ Winrod had to face the realization that Roosevelt
would likely be re-elected President. He learned in 1932 ncot
to suppert a third party candidate, so he supported the
Republican candidate, Alf Landon. Winrod could not support
Landon as wholeheartedly as he would have liked, because the
Governor of Kansas wag not as concerned with the prohibition
isgsue as Winred would have preferred. Landon bhad alsco initi-
ated many reforms in Kansas similar to those that the
President had initiated for the country. Landon entered office
in March of 1933 and guickly achieved many referms. The most
impressive was that he escorted through the Kansas legislature
a pill that created an eighteen month redemption psriocd on
mortgage foreclesures. The Supreme Court struck down the
Kansas Foreclosure Bill, but ancther hill was formulated in
March of 1934 that was similar to the Minnescta bill that was
judged to be constitutional.

Landon's resounding defeat in the presidential clection
of 1936 convinced Winrod that the pecple of the United States
wanted a dictatorship with Roosevelt as their tyrant.
However, an event occcurred in 1937 that may have persuaded
Wirrod that Roosewvelt did not actually nave dictatorial con-
trol over the country. Roosevelt attempted to reordan:ze the
federal judicial system early in 1937 which in effect would
have packed the Supreme Court in favor of the Hew Deal.
Winrod heard of the President's attempt to pack the Court while
he was taking his wife to Mexico for a vacation. Upon reaching
his destination ne contacted his office in Wichita and crdered
that a public opinion malling be started to upszet the attempted
court packing scheme., Form letters were sent out to the
subscribers of The Defender magazine with the instructicons for
the recipients to sign the letter and mail it to their repre-
sentatives. The reorganizaticn legislaticon was defeated 1n
Congress and Winred claimed major responsihility for its defeat.
Winrod estimated that over one million copies of his cpinion
mailing had reached representatives in Washington. Rooscvelt
had lost the battle on paper, but his scheme did make the
Supreme Court more sympathetic to New Deal legislation and
programs, which was the purpose of the reorganization legisla-
tion. Winrad, mistakenly, claimed a victory over Roosevelt
which may hawve induced Winrod integ believing that the
President's hold aver the country was weakening,l3

In January of 1938 Winrod announced that he was a candidate
in the Republican senatorial primary irn Kansas, the winper of
which would meet New Deal Democrat, George McGill in the gencral
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slection. wWinrcd crersred a mailaire Yazt of 1%0,000 npames and
after thirty days e had 400,000 ;icecce of his campaign litera-
ture in crroulatd throughout tho state. He also made use of
Lhe radio, weginning «1thh a breadcast on Thursday, January 27
and continuing cvery Thursday throwugih the end of the year.

Winrod was sericus =

tor hin, thoere were
! ]

his Fa:‘;aacy.l*

t peczoming & senator, but unfortunately
~nay cthar Republicars who would not brook

vary efficient ar: and by the end of

Jurnc frontrinnc s campaign ihead of Clyde
keed, JalL : ~2nd Jesso Dilens Wiarod's writing and
speakinc abilities znd his plarforo of mairtaining isclation

from Eoropran and zz.an srorlers, favoring a balanced budget
sver deticit stending, s fusing the concantratian of powser
(v othe swecutive hranch, hir z formidakle candidate. His

camzalen oran smectt iy ou-til the end of June .15

omovaly Loa mroow oFf forty to fiftv Republican party
lvaders aatherad ot the Brfadvlcw Hotel in Emmoria, Kansas,
al the revicst oI Wil
WlnlLr T cansldacy.  'Uhe crcup [ ted a statcment that gues-
- 'z sources of camvaign frnds, his lack of civic
i and his cernections with HNazi Germany.
yaner, the Douoria Gazetle, to mrint
s |L to Winrod and fater in July he publlshed
Jwerliscment in nost of the major newspapers in
Kansasg nrelping Winrod's candidacy.  he advertiscment
claired that Wir:« hagd slicnaled alrost cne cuarter of the
wapulation 1n Karnsas Lorough kis actions of the previous
twent:s vears.,  White notsd that there were six groups that were
copcsed S0 Winrad's candidacy:  blacks, Catholics, Jews,
Jvganlzeds Czbor, tho reld g community of Wichica, and those
opvoEed Lo kh& 5 o Elox Wr-te summarized his attack by
prroclarning that wainred supported Mazi Doctrinesé which
” mublican party in Kansas.l

a
Lainked the :race of the

Anclhor attack surfaced July 8 from a group of Kansas
rinisicers zno eduacatars from across the state, The group was
led kv nine ministers that deranded that tte Dies Committes
for Un-Amcrican Activities i1nvestigate Winrod's connection
with Nazi CGermany. This demand was fcllowed by a pamphlet
released by this grour that was concerncd with the source of
Winrod's unlimited carpaign Funds and his anti-Semitic views.
This atiacs Dv a grouy of rospected religious and intellectual
leaders grsatly dcmaged Winred's campazgn_ and made it neces-
sary for him Lo angwer $lear zoccucations.

Winvod first Ll irsrnored the accusations, noping that
they would Toee croedenece if he €14 not answer them, but it
becare evident that he would have to speak 1n his own defense
1f hic planned 1o maintsin his lead i the primary. Winrod
becan his sountcratiack on July 14 with an address titled,
"Wiewing the Facts," Uhe address was 2n answer to the pamphlet
sublished by the wiristers and educators tiat had been released
the previcus week, Wonrod charged that the attackers were
tsing dirty wolitice and thcorized that the attack was financed
by eastern Jews, The charge thal he was recelving campaign
funds from Germany, he explaincd, was a Communist plot to
undermine his caspaigr, and hs further reiterated that the
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contributions to his gampaign came from respensible and con-
cerned ¢itizens of Kansas, and from the subscripticns and
advertisemants from The Defender magazine. Winrod answered
the accusation of his being anti-Semitic by stating that he
only opposed apostate Jews, who coincidentallvy were the
leaders of the Hidden Hand conspiracy. The majority of the
address was spent tryving to persuade the voters of Kansas
that he was not connected with the Hazi Movement in the United
States. Winrod's address did not agcomplish his ebjectives,
but actually brought more attacks against his campaign from
ather sourccs.lB

Retired U.&, District Court Judge W.D, Jochems responded
to Winrod's address of July 14 with his own radioc address the
following week. Jochems, spokesman for the Wichita Committee
for Telerance, answered Winred's claims that he was being
slandered by stating that a candifate must run for eoffice on
his record and that his opponents and the public had every
right to expose any mistakes in judgment a candidaté had made
in the past, Jochems alsc condemned Winrod's platform of
Freservaticn of constitutional democracy, by pointing cout that
the First Armendment of the Constitution guaranteed the freedom
of speech and religion, two rights that Winred did not always
champicn,1?

Others who attacked Winrod's candidacy included John
D.M, Hamileon, Max and John Levand, and the tational Associa-—
tien for the aAdvancement of Colored People. Hamilton, the
Republican Party KWational Chalrman saince 1935, was the second
ranking Republican in the state next to Landon. His high
position in the party wmade his recommendation of a candidate
very important. Hamilton did not endorse a candidate in the
senatorial primary, but he did dencunce the candidacy of
Winrod on July 22. winrod claimed that Hamilton was forced
Ly party leaders in the East to denounce his campaign or was
paid by the financial interests in the East to insure his
defeat, lNamilton denied publicly that party forces or economic
interests from the cast coast determined his opinion of
Winred's inability to be an effective senator for Kansas.Z0

The editors ©f the Wichita Beacon, Max and John Levand,
were of Jewish descent and had been attacking Winrod actively
since 1931. However, during the 1938 campaign the Levands
did not use their paper te attack Winrod. They may have
feared that if they allewed the writers of the Beacon to attack
Winrod at will that Winreod could use the attack to fuel his
Jewish conspiracy theory. Instead of using thelr paper ta
attack Winrod the Levands used it to build up the reputation
of winrod's opponent Clvde Reed. Reed needed to defeat
Winrod in Wichita in order t¢ comfortably win the primary.

The Levands aided Reed by helping compose a massive advertising
campaign in the Beacon the last three weeks of the primary and
also printing all of the faverable waterial concerning Reed on
page one. The Levands were effective in their strategy, as
Reed carried Wichita in the }_J:L'irrui\:x:}-‘.::L

The NAACP denounced Winrod's candidacy on July 19. The
rcason for their opposition was that Winrod had "written,
sponsored and published articlss tending to create race hatred
against the law abiding colored perseons of the State of
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Kansas . . ., and . . . he had falsely charged the Haticnal
Acsociation for the Advancement of Colored Pecple with being
a communist organization,"22

Winred ran a poor third in the primary held on August
third. BReed polled 104,918 votes to Knapp's 64,068 and
Winrod's 53,145%. Reed became the Republicans' popular choice
for Senate as a result of a concerted effort to defeat Winred.
The progressive and "old guard"™ factions of the Republican
party had rallied together to elect Reed and ensure Winred's
defeat. Winrced had his own view as to the reason for his
defeat at the hands of Reed and in a circular letter dated
September 8§ he explained the reaccone for his loss in the
primary. He reasserted that he had been attacked by a con-
spiracy based on the east coast by wealthy Jews who feared
Winred's potential as a senator. He had done all that was
possible to explain to the voters his stands on issues and how
treacherous the attack on his candidacy really was. Winrod
stated that the attack on his candidacy was a2 compliment to
his stand against communism and the Hidden Hand, but was a
disservice to the peoplec of Kansas.

After the primary Winrod gave his support to the Repub-
lican ticket, exccpt for the candidacy of Payne Ratner for
Governor. His excuse for not supporting Ratner was that the
gubernatorial candidate had changed his platform too often
during the primary. Tt was more likely that Winrod disliked
Ratnar because he was Jewish.

Winrod benefitted greatly from the Depression. EHe won
the favor of many Kansans and Americans with his explanation
of the reacons for the world depression. He blamed the Jews,
a group of people that had for centuries been the scapegoats
for the world's problcecms. His Hidden Hand conspiracy playved
upon the feelings of the people that were suffering through
the Depression by giving them a nonviolent ocutlet for their
aggression. Winrod built further on these feelings of
insecurity by fabricating that President Roosevelt assisted
the conspiracy. By blaming the Jews, communists, and the
Roosevelt Administration, Winrod constructed an incredibla
explanation that he made seem logical and believable to his
followers,
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