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n a dark night in early September, 1878, a band of Nar-
thern Cheyenne Indians left their assigned place of
imprisonment at Fort Reno, Indian Territory, and began
a memorable trek northward to reach their Montana
homeland. That episode, during which the destitute tribesman pass-
ed over a vast portion of the Great Plains while eluding numerous
army troops sent to stop them, comprises a elassic chapter in the
history of Indian-white confrantations of the nineteenth century,
One of the army participants in the Cheyenne campaign was
First Lientenant George H. Palmer. A career soldier, Palmer was
raised in upstate New York and Illinois before entering the volnnteer
forces in 1861 at the beginning of the Civil War. He took part in
several significant engagements, notably that at Lexington,
Missouri, and emerged from the war a captain of llineis infantry.
In 1867 Palmer accepted a commission in the regular army and
was sent with the Twenty-seventh U.S. Infantry to guard emigrant
trails in Wyoming and Montana. Twa vears later he was sent to the
South, then undergoing Reconstrnection. where his ncw regiment.
the Sixteenth Infantry, was active in overseeing state and local elec-
tions and in assisting federal revenue officials in Mississippi, Ten-
nessee, Georgia, Alabama, and Louisiana. With the close of
Reconstruction in 1877, the regiment was shipped west, and
Palmer’s company took station at Fort Wallace, in westcrn Kansas
near the Colorado line. The assignment of manning this [rontier out-
post on the plains promised monotony of the worst kind. Scareelv a
year passed, however, before Palmer found his unit embroiled in
one of the more noted campaigns in the annals of Indian warfare.
The following account of the so-called Dul! Knife chase and its
aftermath, excerpted from the journal of Lieutenant Palmer,
highlights one phase of the arm¥’s Erustrating pursuit of the Cheyen-
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nes aeross western Kansas. Palmer herein reeounts the day-to-day
aetivities and incidents that affected his immediate command, and
besides offers some critical insights into the overall conduct of opera-
tions against the Indians. The aecount begins with the arrival of
Palmer’s unit at Fort Wallaee irom the South.

In June, 1877, my regiment was ordered to the Department of
the Missouri.! We left New Orleans and reached Fort Wallace, Kan-
sas, on the 14th of June, 1877.% Col. [James] Van Voast commands
the post . . . . [In July] the Cheyenne Indians who were being taken
to the Indian Territory camped 15 miles east of here.? Many of them
came ta visit the post. [ issued rations to 1000 of them. November
4th to 10th, went on buffalo hunt with [Captain Peter M.] Boehm,
dth Cav. Rode 90 miles. 4 buffaloes killed . . . .

{In September. 1878,] Chevenne Indians reported to have left
their reservation in the Ind Territory and going north. They are
raiding on the settlements.* About 100 men of the 23d Inf, mounted,
arrived at Wallace to assist in intercepting the Indians.® Reported
that Indians had been seen near Sheridan Station and had ehased a
party of emigrants. My Co. left the post at night on the 13th [of
Septemnber], Went by rail to Sheridan.® From Sheridan I went with
five men on an engine to Gopher Siding where we found an aban-
doncd wagon but no evidence that Indians had been in the vicinity.’
At 2:30 A.M. of the 14th. left Sheridan and marched 7 miles to
Gleason's Ranch where we remained until 10 A.M. when Captain
[Richard 1.] Eskridge with his Mounted Co., 23d Inf. arrived from
Wallace. We marched in the P.M. to Gopher Siding and made drv
camp, getting water from a passing engine. At daylight of the 15th,
marchcd to Sheridan Station where we found Maj [Alexander J.]
Dallas, 23d, with the remainder of his mounted command.?

The whole command returned to Wallace at 4 P.M, 23d [In-
fantry] went into camp. On the 16th | was detailed Post Adjutant.
Scout with [onP] 17th reported that Rondlebroek [sic], 4th Cav.®
had had a fight with the Indians on the 13th and had lost 6 men on
Bluif Creek'® north of Camp Supply [Indian Territory]. 26th,
reported bv several that the Indians have crossed the A.T. and 8.F."
Rail Road—and confirmed by telegraph— But little has been done to
find out just where the Indians are.

September 28th at 11 P.M., Lt [Cornelius] Gardner
[Gardener], Dr. (T.A.] Davis & 20 of the 4th Cavalry as escort came
to the post with the body of Lt Col. [William H.] Lewis of the Inf
who was killed by the Indians at Big Bend of the Beaver on the 27th
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Fort Wallace, Kansas, from which post Lieutenant Palmer’'s company operated
during the Cheyenne raid and after. Sketch prepared in 1953. Courtesy of the Kansas
State Historical Society, Topeka.

inst in the evening.’® There were also brought in 2 wounded soldiers.
This is the first intimation we had had of the whereabouts of the In-
dians. The officer in command at the Big Bend has made a fatal
omission of duty in not sending a courier at once to inform us of the
battle. It seems that the troops who fought were mostly of the 4th
Cavly. That after Lewis was killed there was no one to properly
direct affairs and the Indian moved off at dark on the 27th and gain-
ed a march on the troops. Capt. [Clarence] Mauck has assumed
[command] of the column and will follow on the trail of the Indians.

Today the 29th [28th] Genl Jeff C Davis arrive at For Wallace
and assumed direction of affairs.’* He withdrew Capt [Clayton]
Hale and Lt [William H.] Vinal from Monument and Carlyle Sta-
tions east of here. The 29th we took the Cars and with Genl Davis
went by rail to Monument. Returned at 1 P.M. At 4 P.M. the 26th,
we heard that the Indians had crossed the K.P. Road'® going north
on the night of the 28th at or near Carlyle Station, from which place
Lt Vinal had been withdrawn.'® If Mauck had sent us word im-
mediately after the fight we would have been in front of the Indians
before they crossed.

In the afternoon a command was got ready to go in pursuit of
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Lieutenant George H. Palmer, Sixteenth Infantry, as he appeared in the 1890s.
Note Medal of Honor Palmer received for his service at Lexington, Missouri, during
the Civil War. Courtesy of General Brace Palmer, Jr.

the Indians who are reported as raiding [and] killing the settlers
north east of here. The command consisted of Co “F,” Lt Palmer;
Co“G,” Lt[Leven C.] Allen; “H,” Hale & Vinal. { Captain Duncan
M.] Vance in command. The detachment of 29 men of the 4th Cav-
ly which brought in Lewis’ body accompained us, also Dr. Davis.
Marched with 10 days ration & 5 wagons. On the 29th we camped
at the RR station [near] Wallace.

Sept 30th, Marched at daylight—noon halt at Lake
Creek—and after crossing north Smoky made dry camp. While
here, Dodge, a Scout, arrived with orders from Gen! Davis to
change our course more to the east as the Indians were raiding on
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Map of northwestern Kansas at the time of the Cheyenne Campaign of 1878.

Solomon river.!"”

October 1st, marched to Beaver Creek & made noon camp. Oc-
tober 2d, marched down Beaver & passed Major Dallas in camp
with 23d Inf mounted. Camped 4% miles above the forks. On the
3d, marched to the forks of Beaver and learned that the Indians had
crossed 15 miles below on the 2d, going north with Capt Mauck of
the 4th Cavly in pursuit.'® The Indians had raided on Beaver and
Sappa Creeks and had secured about 100 fresh horses. [They] killed
about 20 men and women and ravished a number of girls, one of
whom, a school teacher, had been stretched on the ground and
secured by stakes driven in the ground and outraged by fivteen of
the fiends. Her hair was cut off and after the Indians left her she
crawled into the creek and remained there until the Indians had
passed. At this time she is at a ranch at the forks of the Beaver.'? At
11 A.M. of the 3d we continued the pursuit with the mounted 23d in
advance. We struck the Indian trail about 12 M and followed it to
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the Republican and, merching during the night, reached the
Republican at 1 A.M. of the 4th inst. A march of about 40 miles. On
the 4th Maj Dallas rontinued on the trail. And a scout from Gen'l
Davis carried an order for our return to Wallace. We (the 16th Inf)
started on return march via forls of the Republican. (No water in
South fork of the Republican.) Al Big Timber found good supply of
water, grass & wood.*® On 5th. camped on divide between Big
Timber and Beaver Creek. No water in this camp. On the 6th, mar-
ched to beaver dams on Beaver Creek— found po water in the porth
fork of the Beaver. On the Tth, camped on North fork of the Smokey
where we found water. On the 8th, marched to Wallace, reaching
there at 12 M Total marched during the raid, 220 miles.

On the 13th we learned that thc Indians had crossed the
U.P.R.R. and no bedy had yet caught them. After ernssing three
lines of rail road and as many lines of troops, the Indians were final-
ly forced to surrender at Camp Robinsun, Nebraska.® It seems
miraculous that two or three brigadiers, four or five colonels, majors
and about a thousend men in good positions with wagons, rail roads
and telegraphs were unable to stop the march of this party of 50
warriors who earried their women and children with themn and rode
bruken down ponies from the Indian Territory away into
Nebraska.? When the Indians crossed the rail road on our line, Col
[Captain Francis 5.] Dodge [ Ninth Cavalry] was wandering around
in wagons on the Smokey, south of Sheridan [Station]. Dallas with
all the mounted men was about 40 miles south of Wallace, and the
16th Infty were at Fort Wallace and at this time the Indians crossed
at Carlyle 50 miles east of Wallace. We can now see that our troops
should el have been un the rail road and all east of Sheridan with
cars ready to carry them to where the Indians crossed.

A most fatal error was in the failure to send at once a mes-
senger from the battle field at Big Bend of South Beaver to Fort
Wallace. The battle at the Big Bend of South Beaver was on the eve
of the 27th. News brought to Wallaee by Lt. Gardner [sic], Dr.
Davis and 20 eavly. [They reached Fort Wallace] with the body of
Col Lewis at 11 P.M. of the 28th, at whieh hour the Indi{ans were
crossing at Carlyle. From Wallace to the battlefield is 46 miles. A
messenger on a good horse could have brought us the news in 8 hours
at most which would have enabled our troops to move in the proper
direction early on the morning of the 28th and place themselves in
front of the Indians some houss before they could have possibly
reached the rail road. Lt Gardner [sic] would have done a good
thing by detaehing two of his twenty men and sending them with afl
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Chief Dull Knife of the Northern Cheyennes who led his tribesmen in their at-
temp! to return to Montana in 1878, Courlesy of the Kansas State Historical Society.
Tapeka.
speed before him to Wallace.®

On the 10th of October Capt Hale (H Co) returned to his sta-
tion at Ft. Riley. On the Ist and 2d [of November] I went to Hays Ci-
ty & made entry of 160 acres land at Wallace. On the 3d of Nov. the
Cheynne Indians (Standing Elk) reached Wallace in Charge of Capt
Mauck, 4th Cav., en route to the Indian Territory. These were not
the band of Indians who made the raid in September.?* On the 6th
Lt. [Lea] Febbiger [Febiger] arrived with the horses of the 233 used
in pursuit of the Cheyennes. My Co., “F,” 16th Inf, is to be mounted
on them for scouting duty south of Wallace. Co. mounted Dec 1,
1878.

The Co. mounted on the Sth of April, [1879,] started on scout,
Camped at Allen Clarks Ranch on Rose Creek. 10th, marched S.E.
17 mi and camped on Punished Woman Creek at [Samuel B.]
Schracks Ranch. The forks of this creek are 4 mi above this camp.
11th, marched S.E. to Poison, or White Woman, Creek, 16 miles,
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and camped at Schracks old hunting camp. 12th, marched down
Poison Creek 6 mi and found watcr here. No water below herc so
reported. From here, marched due north 10% mi to Punished
Woman or South Beaver and camped at 2:30 P.M,%

April 19th, Co. scouted south east. Crossed Butte Creek 10 mi
from Post. Camped on Chalk Creek 16 mi from Wallace. Found lit-
tle water. We should have borne more to the east after crossing
Butte Creek. Apl 20th, marched down Chalk, or Hackberry, 18
miles and camped— found but little water in holcs. Apl 21st, con-
tinued down Chalk miles and made permanent camp on the trail
from north fork of Smokey to Big Bend of Beaver. Here we found
fine grass, wood and water. To Fort Wallace from here is about 36
miles. April 22d, Capt [William G.] W(ledemever] returned to
Wallace for forage.

On the 23rd 1 marched with Lt. TCharles R.| Tvler and 14 men
on the Indian trail of last year and reaehed the battle field at Big
Bend of South Beaver at 12:30 P.M., 14 mi from our camp. At 2
P.M., marched down Bcaver 2 mi then east along canon and
camped at Ed Court’s Dugout, 2%2 mi from mouth of canon. Fine
wood, water and grass here. A bad place to reach with heavv
wagons. On the 24th, marched to camp which we reached 2 P.M.
Total marched 28 miles.

On the 25th, marched to Spring Canon, east of camp. Marched
around the head of the canon which puts in from the south, and
down east side until about 2 mi from jts mouth where we found a
fine spring of exeellent water, plenty of wood and grass. From camp
via head of canon, 9 mi, Marched back to camp via valley of
Hackberry, or Chalk, Creek, 7 miles, Total, 16 miles. 26th, Capt
W. teturned from Wallace.

On the 1st [of May], Co. marched east to Punished Woman
Creek, 11 miles. With 2 men 1 went up the creek to Courts Ranch
and returned, 14 miles. May 3d, marched to north west—crossed
Hackberry and Butte Creeks which were dry—and reaehed the
Smokey 10 miles from starting place and camped 2 mi east of Old
Smokey Hill Stage Station.* Found here wood, water and grass.

On the 4th, [marched] to mouth of North Smokey 19 miles and
camped near Mathews Ranch, To day near Smokey Hill Station we
came upon a dead Indian who had been killed during the raid last
summer. Some cowboy had dragged him to the road side an[d]
thrust one of his legs into a prairie dog hole, leaving him half reclin-
ing with his [body) turned side ways and upward. His skin had dried
and stiffened on his bones, his scalp was bare and he presented a
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horrid appearance to passers by. We thought ta taking him to
Wallace bot the steneh was too much and we left him as we found
him sitting at the side of the road. On the 5th we marched to
Wallaee 16 miles. Total marched an this seont, 150 miles. (Since
19th Apl)

On the 12th day of May I marched with 11 men to scout south
of post. At the top of the bluffs five miles from the post a severe hail
starm eame on and wc took shelter under the rocks. Just as the storm
had abated a message came from the post with orders to return. The
company was ordered to go into the Indian Territory to keep settlers
off Indian lands. The papers report that thousands are pouring into
the Territory. Qur experience there proved that these reports were
utterly groundless. We found no more than 3 unauthorized persons
where we were stationed, although the presence of troops there had
the effeet of keeping people from coming in. Is there no place on this
earth where an Indian ean rest in peace?

Lieutenant Palmer's chranieling of his unit’s participation in
the pursuit of the Northern Cheyennes and its aftermath points up
the tough reality of Indian eampaigning in Kansas during the 1§70s,
Moreover, his aceount is particnlarly useful for two reasons: Frst,
the campaign and any criticism therein of his superiors are above
military poljtics. Unlike most army memoirs of the day, Palmer's
views were neither eolored by anticipated advancement nor tailored
for eventual publication. Second, the detail provided in regard to
western Kansas place names is helpful in locating with same preci-
sion the sites where local events oceurred as described hy Palmer.
These factors eombine to make Palmer's narrative a significant con-
tribution to our knowledge of the Army’s Cheyenne campaign in
1878.

For Palmer, the vears immediatelv following the Dull Knile
ehase were mild by comparison. He remained assigned to Fort
Wallace nnti] October, 1880, when his unit was sent to the arid
flatlands of central Texas where it nndertook patrolling details and
roadbuilding exercises. Palmer was quartered at Forts Cancho and
Stockton until 1883, Two years later he won promotion to captain
while still in Texas, and eventually he saw service in Utah and
Washington state. During the Spanish-American War Palmer led
troops in the campaign of Santiago de Cuba and participated in the
assault on San Jnan Hill. Weary and ill from the accrned effects of
thirty-seven years active dnty on the plains and in the tropies, Major
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George H. Palmer retired from the army on February 27, 1899, He
died little more than two vears later.

MOTES

'Department of the Misour. ane of four adminstrative subdivimons within the Milivary Division of the
Migserury, emtraced the stars ol Migoon, Whnoi, Katie, snd Colorade, as well as New Mexion Terutory. Indian
Terniers, »od Forts Bliss and Elbott, Term. Reporf of the Secreiany cf War, 1878 A mshmgion, 1579, p 37

'Forl Wallace (1B85 18820 was named lor Brgadier General William B.L Walace, killed al che Batile of
Shilesh v 1882 A cvnecise history of the post appears W Mes, Frank Momgomerny . " Fort Wallace and 1is Relation 10
the Frantwr.™ Kamas State flutorical Coflections, XVIT{1926. 1926, pp 1849-281_ 1n]: Companies Fand G of the
Surteenth Infantry were senn 1o Fort Wallaee in June, 1877, the remaipder of (the regiment being assigoed to oiber
locations within Lhe Depariment of the Missourl Repen of the Seoretary of War, 1877, pp. 16, 17, 40 47

“Ihe Nosthern Cheyernes were removed to the Indian Territors [ollowsng the Sioua-Chevenne War of
1876-77 on the northern plans. On August K. IB77. nearls a thousand Indians. including many chiléren. arrved
umder mililan guard at the Chevenne and Avapaha Agency newr Fort Reow, Indun Terntors Aecord of
Enpagements with Hastile Indians withan the Military Dicwion of the Musourr. from 1568 to J582 (% whington.
JRRIY, . Th

*Captivity 1h the Indian Ternton in 1877 and 187E had bred disatislacuon ameng many of {1e Surthern
Chevennen Disense had taben a toll 1a lives and the ieemning indifierense of the government an matters «f ratios.
medscal supples, and prope: subsistencs brought despair 1o the Indiuns Determined 10 petien o thesy Maniana
bunelend. Toul] Keite, Little Woll and oiber leaders 1ook Hight [rom theie camp near Fort Reno duray the magh)
of Seplemiwr 9, INTE. wath rearly 9 men, 120 women aad abwul 140 childrea For decussion of the Chevennes'
motives, see James W Covinglon, "Caoses of the Dull Xnife Raid, 1A780 Chrenictes of Ohlahome. X DiSpong.
1948 ppy 13.22 See alse, Dennos Collins, The Indiane” Lasr Stand, or the Dl Kaife Aol (Girard, Kansas: Press
T the Appeat 10 Reawen, 190580 57 2Rl Rumon Powers “Why the *ortheon Chesennes Lefl Lndian I'eTnitoes
w578 A Cultura] Analvsie.” Kangs Quarresty, 1L sFall, 15718 pp. D241 and Ramen Pow e, The Surihern
CUhevenne Teek Through Welern Kansas in 1878 Frontiersmen [ndiate and Cultural Goullcl © The Trad Cuude
if the Kansay Cily Fowe, the Westomen, A3 Seprember. Dewmbee, 19720

lentiad aemy seategy alled lur the deplovment of “roops Irom the Kanias forts alnng the Kangas Pecifw
Awslroad L imeterpal the Indians shoald Gies somebos slade soldien lram Uhe Indiay Territnn Neatl 230 gwn.
delachments of the Uhjrd, S.xteenth, und Twenty-lhird sadaners regnnetts foomn Fart Havs Faley Wallace, and
Leasenwarth, bmnd upestalior alones the Kansas Pacfoc, Menggomers Fore W allace " p 272 Fur the dispesaslion
nlgher ol Toroes see Heeneed oo Lngaes toenn, 078 T he potamd froon e dmabeass Teoenitee 0 ireans sl pres
Iv 151 Robert € Carniker Terd Supyiy, fadren Teerttory Sotiae Univeser of O aliina Fres. 19700 pp
L2 2y

"The cummand. under Laptain Wilhar © Wedemeyer, numbernsd thurty mountad infantryman Telegram.
Lievrenant Colonel £ 4 ¥Wan Voast vgrhe dgnoanl Adputan, Gencra] ot Fore Leivenwort. Kamyas, Sepember 175,
IET% Fort Walace, Kansas, etters Seng, Records of The War Departvent, Vol 53, Natonal Anives 1Hereafler
cited as Fort Wallace. Lotters Sent

"Contrars 1o Patmer's stalement, the coramanding oflicer ar Fort Wallace wired hus viperiom at Foet | eaven.
worth “Waunrs were found as lelt by emizrants. |t s believed that lodians made their appearance and tha
emierants walh ot led teo Shendan © Vai Voan 1o Azstant Adjutanl Ceneral Sepiornber 14, 1878 fhidf

*Dallas hac lofl Fort Wallace 1he previous day on a report that =ame of the Indwns were encam;med a few
males woutheasl of Comber Sidmg. Van Yoant b Asustant Mdpatant Coaoal Sopcmber (4, 1878 g

loceph Becdlebrock a Prusias immivrant, senoed as an enbisted man wath the Mounted Riiles 1Jaler the Fira
Cavalry! From 1351 1o 1882, when In- was eommussiened a sevnnd leutrnant an the Feunh Catalne Promoted 1
i heutenant i Decembaer. 18GY, he wnn brevets of Nirs. lieutenunt. caplain anrl majoe dnng the war lor
detnenmbed wivace et Fraabhn apd MoMunville Trennessev, and al Selnu. Alabama, refjeciivelt From
Augost. 1566t Augost. TER. Rendiebrock « a5 regimentai geartenmacte:. and was athanes) to captan durm
the Latter mantk. Despate hus record. o Masch, 1879, a gmperal court fonnd kim guits of poer condoel and
negtecful duts i the Chevenne cumpaign and vevommendsd s demisal (rem the service Rendlebrock was
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linelly aligwed 10 retre, which he did in Juiy, 1679 He died March 13, 1589 France B Heftman icamp 1,
Hutancal Regirter and Dictionary of the United Statey Army from 1789 ro 1900, 2 vols (Washingon. 19035, |, A2).

“Thas evgagement accurred near Turkey Springs. Indian Terrtory. lollowing #n wnsnovesdnl ellon 1o per-
sunde the Northern Cheyennes to relurn to Fort Reno. Invoilved were Companies G and H, Fourth Cas alry, under
Captan Rendelbrock. Casualtes for the army numbered three dead. sncluding an Arapeho soul. snd ihree
wounded. Jee Feier M. Wright, “The Pursuil of Dull Knife from Fort Reno.” Chremicies of Chklahoma, X1.¥]
iSurmprer. 1964, pp. 147-48. Ceorge Bird Grinmell ated thal five Ghevennes were wpunded, but that none were
killed. The Fighting Cheyennes {Norman University of Oklahoma Prexs, 19565, p. 403. At least noe of the soliiers
wis billed the neat dav, September 14 Goorgr W Webb reomp.). Chronslogica! List of Engegements Berween the
Aepular Army vd the arteil Slates and Vanure Tribes of Hostile Indans which Geourred During the Yearn 1790 10
Jduy, Inclante (St Jimeph Woang Printing and Publshing Compam, 149791, p. 54,

Varckison, Topeka, and Santa Fe

"*The cattlemen were neverthelew considersd 1n1al sources uf infurmation regarding the whereabguts of Hhe
Cheyennes ¥an Voast wired Fort Leavenworih: *) hase sl word 1g all the catelemen whom | can reach 1o keep
a sharp lookout for Indians, and ta nlonn noe o ooge of amy ugns of theie presence aee duseovensd Van Voas! Lo
Asmistant Adjutant General, September 12, 1878 Fort Wallnce, Letters Sent

"*This fight tuok place along the Punished Woman's Fork of the Smoky Hull River. The Indians had laid a tras
for the troow which failed, with the seldiers gaining the imliative. Aller the shooting of Lewis, howeser, the army
offennve collapsed and the Cheveunes wilhdrew umder cover of darknew. continaing their advance northwand In-
volved were detachments of Companies I, F, and 5, Nipelenth Infantn, and devac hnsengs of Co mpanies B F
G.H and L, Fourith Cavale, Aecord of Engagemenn. p. 80, Webh, Chrgnofopsical Ligr. p. B4 Paliwer v misiuken
regarding the date of Lew1s's dealh “He died [on Srplember 28.] about 1wenly-seven hours alter the recetion of
the sryury, having been transported to within Fifteen nule of Fort Wallace, Kan., and about thitty miles from the
place where he was wounded * Heport of ihe Secretory of War, 1879 (W ashinmon, 18801, p. 405,

"*Colonel Davis's “direction f affein” enrailed undoing ihe plan of operation already underaken by Liwvule
nant Colunel Van Voust Van ¥oast had prepared a train ol railroad rers loaded with supplier and reads 10 go ras
or west gl B mument’s natice. O his arrival, Davis ordered the train unicaded. deviring to work south and east vl
Fort Wallare 1n the diratinn of Fugnhed Waman's Fork. Montgomery, “Forl Wallace,” p 274, Davis wired his
superiors on September 29 (rom Furt Wallace: | now know where the Indians are and can begin (o operate in-
telligently  Pedyr Urty (Kansas) Times, October 5, 1578

"Kansas Pacific Builroad

"Davis evidently commutied & tactica errar in ardening the withdrawal of troops [rom Carlyle Siation bess
than twenty-lour houre belere the Chevenne eroead the radlroad at thet point. Lt was not anticipated thal the In-
dians would erovs . as lar east e Carlvle sanion, whieh s even cad of Monument Statian . . . and 45 a colse-
quence there were ne rronps @t that pluce 1oinereept them * Dodge Cuw Times, Ociober 3, 1474

i is beheved 1hat the meseager was A.).. Dodpe, lor several vesrs 2 rrader and hide-buyver in the Fort
Wallace area Ddge was al one Lime post sutler at Fort W allace and alsc senod as deputy skenifl of Ellis County
Kunsas. Montgomery, “Fom Wallace,” pp. 231, 253 Mebrarke Histonan L G Delas to the mditar, May 17,
1572,

“Muuel's umll wan Lhe only cavalry emploved in the Kansas phaw of the pupson. On Ovraber &, Brigadier
Cieneral |ohn Pope. commanding the Depadment of he Miswonr, wrole Major General Prilip B Sheridan, Divie
sion of the Miwoun commander, that “the absence of cavalr, in the deprartment i< wnerely Jell, and mas make 1t
impructicuble to intercept these Indians ™ Aeport of ihe Secretary of War, JATA [ 4l

“A good acevunt of Chevenne depredations aguinst the Kansas setlers appmars in “The Great Chevenne
Chase, A Truthful Account by a Drageon Whe Particspated i Lt Copy oo Dile at the Oberlin Musum., Oberlin
Kansar Dated ae Fonl Rene, Indian Terrilon. December 24, 1874, the paper wan written by an anonymous
rreoper ol either Campany G or H of the Fourth Cavalr. Depile the author's contention thal his was the “onl
eruthful aeenune ever published,”™ i remains uncertain where the v ersiom ever reached prinl. the publication has
not buen identilied. See alsa the repart of Captain Wedemeyer. Cctober 36, 1878, copy o fulder 2 box 120,
Walter 5. Campbell Collection, Western Histarn Crllections. Unaversis of Oklaboma Library. Norman.
Oklahoma

"hig Timber was & priduse yrow (h ol cottgnwoo! treer 2t @ pount on the Republican River thirty-live miles
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belew the Anckaree Fork. The ress sireiched pinng eidber side of the drenm Gor about Gurteen miles, gffering a
sharmp ontrast with the otherwise bacren terrain in that locale, Ar-ording 10 one who Iraversed the area in the
et “there werne wieral springs coming in al this place. and on the edge and through thee (imbers were dense
groowths of griee " Evgene T Waie, The fndwn Wor of e84 (vew Totk: 3t Marw's Press, 196801, p M1,

#Camp Robinsun was loceled in northwestem Nebraska close 19 the [Jukota bae. Named in metnory of First
Lieulcnant Levi H. Rivinson of the Frurteenth Infumry w ho wis kilad by Ladivns io Weamang, the post war bl
n March, 1874 1o stend guard over Sipux Indiars roaming the nesroy Rlack Hills mgion The Red Cloud Indizn
Ageacy was close by Robert W'. Frazer. Furr of the West (Norman: University of Oklshoma Hres, Y045, p. 50,

Accumlly. the Tnduns bed cplit imo twe provge One under DUl Knife cogaged the troops o battle in the
Nebrasta sundhulls, but wey loreed (o surrender to conlinement at Camp Robinsor In Januan. 167, these In.
dians slagesd &n outbreak which cost them many lives. Alter that these Chevennes seecumbed (o military power
and were permitied to resibe witk de Tetan Fous as Bed Cload Ageacy The olher band. led by Little Wolf, suc-
eweded in reaching the Tengue Biver hyuelund in Montapa wherc eventuallv the government allowed the Indians
tre temsin, Grinnell. Fighting Chevenacr. pp. 40%-27: Peter | Powell, Sweet Medicine: The Continving Role of
the socred Arrows. the Sun Drance. ond the Sgceed Buffalo flarin Northern Cheyonne Iutory. 3vols (Norman:
University of Okluhoma Press, 1969}, |. 115-77, See elso, John Stancs In Timber and Margol Liberty, Choyenne
Memores {New Haven Yale Dniversiy Press, 1967}, pp. 234.39.

HTau is an undersateincnl. The [hevennes’ plan of cwcupe reqquited thal they sweure fresh remounit sn ardes
to kewp moving norh with the wimast qpeed To that end they managed (o nbtained many new humes. including
mort than threy fiondned hewd ftum one ranch alane Masan and Lovel Ranch te Gaorge T, Anthooy, Decernber
12, 1878, in Cenrge T. Anthony Papen. Kansas state Hiorical Sovuty. Topeka.

OFalyer senngly hlanoed bolh Caplain Mauek and Litatenaat CGardener e negligrnes in not sending wm-
mediste word to Fort Wallace of Lhe [ight on Seqrtember 27, theretn frustraling ares efforts 1o bloek the mone.
ment north al the Chevennes Whether this apinian was widely shared is unknown. thowgh Palowr's repeated allu-
sens to Uwe matter probabiy provide 3 goed index 10 the 1enor of theaking amaog iunuar afficers gl the nma

M1 ientenant Palme: s referencs to Handing Elk 1 erronenys, (or that chuel spuke 10 favar of removal in 1877
and wocum pasned The Chesennes 1o ihe Indoan Territon oo thar wear. The group (o which Palmer reien consisted
of a band ub 182 Northern Chevennes under Litdle Choel rom Fort Keogh. Montanz  Enmeute ander militar
a0ttt Fort Beno ¢ the tine of the Dull Knile rad. they had burn detained at Sl Barcacks. Nebraska, for
lear iy iight anempr 2 wnod with Pull Kesle groop. Thew Indiat -eachsd the Chescnne and Arapaho dgencs
near Fort Rene on December 0. 1878 Fowell, Sweet Mrdicine. | 278

AL Palmer gnoes no teason for Seae Sreuent seaatts in 1674 constantly cursnlating roneinirs of more [ndian
trinubles. together wilh Zears amonyg settlem generated by Lhe recent Chevenne raid. nocestitatesl the ertreme
suilance iy troops sticned at the wesdern Kansas posts. See. for example, Bavhs Jubn Fletcher. Ui the Trad in
THOEL b Woayme Gurd iNenimun, Univesity of Oklabon Press. 19T py. 30050 and Carciber. Fart Supply.
mpe 131-13,

A mahr freagM und slage toute senmg Ahe cend-al platns after the vl Wae, the Smoky H Il Houd ran
thruugll western Kansas carning traflic frone the Muogourl Beoer towny to Demer. abogt G0 miley distg.
Murnurous statinns and ranches bordersd 1ts course Oscar O Winther, The Tronportation Frontier. 165 1500
INra York- Hoell Rinehart and Winstor, 1964, po 4.
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