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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM, DEFINITION OF TERMS USED, AND
REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The Problem

Statement of the problem. The reasons for thia study

were (1) to diseover what influence the Chouteau brothers had
on the American fur trade, and (2) to seek out any innova-

tions they might have introduced.

Importance of the study. To the fur trader we owe

acknowledgment. He discovered and laid out our earliest
roads and was instrumental in securing for the United States
meny of the western states. The importance of the fur trade
in the ascquisition and holding of territory has been pointed
out by Pratt.t

A. P. Chouteau and his brother, Plerre "Cadet" Chouteau
were engeged in the western fur trade from its inception to
its end. By tracing the lives of these two men, many events
in the western fur trade become clearer and more meaningful.
These men were active in all the major events of the western

fur trade, except the founding of St. Louis which was

1 yuliug W. Pratt, "Fur Trade Strategy and the American
Left Flank in the War of 1812," American Historical Review,

403 246-73, January, 1935.




2
‘established by their grandfather, uncle,'and father; Pierre
purehased'the'western givision of the American Fur Company
"~ from John Jacob Astor and continued to operate the firm
until the westward tide of immigration caused the end of
the old western fur trade. The absence of any studies about

these two men indicates a rich field of needed research;

Definitions of Terms Used

Fur trade. This tern is uasd to describe the fur
trade of the Missouri and,Arkansas Rivers and their tribu-
taries. This eliminates the necessity of adding ﬁmerican

and/or western fur trade.

Missouri. Missouri is used to define fur trading

activities that used the waters of the Missouri River or its
trivutaries. This will sometimes include the Rocky Mountain
fur trade; the text will indicate the distinction in this

CaSe.

Arkansas. Arkansas‘is uged to denote the fur trade
of the Arkansasg River, its tributaries, and the Santa Fe
trade. Unless the text indicates otherwise, the Rocky
Mountein trade will be included in this term.




Review of the Literature

Literature about the fur trade. The American Fur

Trade of the Far Wesgt, by Hiram Martin Chittenden® is one

of the best references available on the American fur trade.
In this work, Chittenden relates some of the activities of
the Chouteau brothers and by implieation suggests a wide
range of ventures in the fur trade.

Miss Coman® gives us am excellent picture of the
economic importance of the fur trade and the importance of

+the Chouteaus to the trade.

Literature about the western Indiansg. In Indiang and

Ploneers, Grand Foreman? relates some interesting events
about the relation of the Chouteaus to the various western

tribes.

Abgence of any studies gbout the Chouteaus. Informa-

tion ebout these two men is difficult to obtain. Plerre
kept a complete file of business transactions and corregpond-

ence which are available but difficult to obtain for this

2 Hiram Martin Chittenden, The American Fur Trads of
the Far West (Seeond Edition; New Tork: 'The Press of the
Pionecers, 1nc., 1935).

3 Katharine Coman, Economic Be@innings of the Far
West (New York: Macmillanm, 1912), 1:306-07.

4 Grant Foreman, Indians and Pioneers (Norman, Okla-
hema: The University of Oklahoma Press, 1946).
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study because of time and distance limitations plus the fact

that they are written in French. Any attempt to £ind detailed
information or primary source material about these men will

reveal that no detailed studies have been made.
Organization of the Remainder of the Thesis

The scope of this study includes a short biography of
the Chouteau family as & whole and & few of their activities;
a more detailed discussion of Auguste Pierre and Pierre
nOgdet” Choutesu; and some deseriptive material on the organi-
zation and personnel of the fur trade. In the chapters, the
events are related in seguence. Auguste Plerre is discussed
£irst because he was older then Plerre "Cadet."

In general, the people involved in the lncldents are
discussed first and then the events. Trends and relationship
to the problem are enumerated in the chapter sumnaries. In
the last chapber, events in the lives of these two men are
noted and compared to the movements within the fur trade in
order to find what influence the Chouteau's had on and what

innovations they introdueced into the American fur trade.




CHAPTER II
THE FIRST FUR TRADING VENTURES OF THE CHOUTEAUS
The Founding of St. Louis

5t. Louis was destined to be the center of the western
fur trade and the founders were to be involved in the trade
until their deaths. Pierre Laclede, a New Orleans merchant,
was the prineipal figure in the enterprise, but his agent,
and step-son, Augusie Choutean effected the formal founding.l
Auguste and his half-brother, Plerre Ghouteiavu, traded and
esteblished posts along the Missouri River. Twé gsons of
Pierre, Auguste Plerre and Pierre "Cadetl,"™ became famous and
influential men in the fur trade.?

In August, 1763, Plerre Laclede, representing Maxent,
Laclede and Company, and a party of followers left New
Orleans to establish a post in the Illinois country. Winsor
states that the party arrived in 1764, and "on the spot
vhere now stands the city of St. Louis, two Frenchmen, Chou-

teau by name, had sebt up a trading lodge in the previous

1 LeRoy R. Hafen and Carl Coke Rister, Western America
(New York: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1941), p. 149.

2 William . Ghent, "Auguste Piz;r@ianou’ggau,” Iea;:nd
"Tean Pierre Chouteau,”" Dictionary of Americen Biogra
(ew York: Charles Scribmer’'s Sons, 19307, E:Qﬁ—-ﬁ%.
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winter, and here Laclede established hig new station."® Miss

Coman gives us & slightly different interpretation:

Laclede selected as the best site for a trading
post the bluff that overhangs the Misgisgippi Just
below the deboucher of the Missouri. Here a pali-~
saded fort was erected, (Rene) Auguste Choutenu,
%?@n 2 lad of thirteen, overseeing its construec-

Ol

I1f we accept Coman's statement that Auguste Choubeau wag
Laclede's assistant, we may state that St. Louls was founded
in 1783. For VWinsor states that the party arrived in 1764
end built St. Louis at the site of the Chouteau's fory built
in 1783.

The eity soon begame a grossroad.

Along the water fromt lay craft destined for the
Mandan villages, for Prairie du Chien and the Falls
of S5t. Anthony, for the voyage up the Illinois and
through the navigsble swamp that divided it from
Chicago River and Lake Michigan. Others are bound
for the south,--to Arkangas Post, to Natehes, and New
Orleans. An Indian trail, worn into a wagon roed,
connected St. Louls with Little Rock and Natchi~
toches. Another, tha\ﬁsage Trace, led southwest to
the Kiamichi settlements.

This description indicates the importance of St. Loulg

as a trading center.

Boston: Houghton, Mifflin end CoO.,

West (New York: LMacmillion, 191287, 13

3 Justin Winsor, The Mississi@g; Bagin (New York and
1895}, p. 443.

4 Katherine Coman, Hconomic Beginnings of the Far

5 Ibid., 2:84.




Early Trading Ventures

The first recorded trading venture of the Chouteaus
was the Osage trade on the Missouri. Laclede placed Auguste
Chouteau in charge as manager of his St. Louls venture.

Upon Laclede's death, Auguste was retained as menager. "He
and his brother won the confidence of the Indians by failr
dealing and their business grew. It 1s due to the Chouteau
brothers that St. Louls expanded from a village to a ei‘by."ﬁ
Before 1803, the monoply system prevalled in the fur trade.
The only permenant establishment founded on the

waters of the Missouri, under this system, was thatb

of Auguste and Pierre Chouteau, who held a monoply

of the Osage trade for nearly twenty years; the

fort was locateg; on the Csage River below the Great

Ogsage villages. ,
Pierre spent most of his time among the Indians while his
brother Auguste attended to the purchasing of goods uged by
therm in their trade and to the sale of furs gathered..
nTrading largely among the Big and Little Oasnges, the Chou~
teaus in 1794, erected a post called Fort Carondelet, of
considerable size and well fortified, in what is now Bates

County, Mo,"™ We must bear in mind that this fort vas not

6 Bliss Isely, Blazing the Way West (New York:
Charles Scribuner's Sén‘s, '”I%g), P. 1B4&.

7 A. T. Andreas, Hisﬁm% of the State of Kensas
{Chicago: 4. T. Andreas, y De 49

8 Stella M. Drumm, "Chouteau's Trading Posts," Dlo-
tionary of Americen History (New York: Charles Seribner's
Sons, "%9@5} , L1:369=70.




LINEAGE CHART OF SOLE PROMIWENT GHOUTEAUS

Marie Therese (Bourgeois) Chouteau (n.d.)

Rene Auguste Chouteau {(n.d, Lacled |
rried-1747 to Herie ’ Tnion~1767 With darie T
Therese Bourgeois {Bourgeois) Chouteau

+o ,

Therese Circs :
Pelagle Klergereau

4 song and 3 daughtersg

Auguste Pierre Chouteanu (1786)

2nd marriage to
Brigitte Ssucier-1794

Pierre "Gadet" Chouteau (1789)

Louig P, Chouteau (1806)

Paul Ligueste Chouteau (1792)

Francis Chouteau (1807)

Cvoprian Chouteau (1809)

Fredrick Chouteau (1810)
end one other son

Compiled by Louis F. Burns

* The offspring of an unsanctioned union, under the old
French law of Louisiana, took the name of t‘he‘mmer‘s geparated
husband. See Ghent, Dietionary of American Biography, 4:92-93.




established prior to the actual trade. The Osage trade was

well developed by 1794, and the building of Fort Carondelet
was &8 move to accelerate and facilitate the Osage trade.
Foreman suggests that the fort was bullt for protection and
as a means of perpetuating the trade monopolys

Auguste Chouteau wrote on May 18, 1794, to the
Spenish Governor, Carondelet, in New Orleans, that
the treat and Little Usages, who numbered 2,200
warriors, by inereasing reids and rapine had much
disturbed the interior provinces, the Ysettlements
of Ilinoa, Nuevo Madrid, Acanzas and even MNachi~
tochez.' He proposed to erect, with hils brother
Pierrs, a fort in the Usage country whereby the
Indisng could be controlled, in consideration of a
grant of the monoply of the Osage trade until the
end of the vear 13800, Carondelet accepted the pro-
pogal and the eontract was carried into effect the
same year, by the construction of a fortified
gstablishment overlooking the Osage villagg, of
which Pierre Chouteau was made commandant.

Although the Osage trade was the earliest involving
the Chouteaus, they did not 1limit thelr operations to that
srade. Auguste was a partner of Julian Dubugue in his lead
mining venture on the upper Mississippi, across the river
from Galena, Illinois, at the present site of Dubuque, Iowa.
Dubugue mined the lead and sent it to St. Louls where it was
marketed by Auguste Chouteau.l0 The Missouri Fur Compeny
was organize&in 1808, with Manuel de Lisa at its head, Jean

g ‘Graat Foreman, Indians and Ploneers (Norman, Oklae-
homa: The University éf‘ Oklahoma Press, 1936), p. 16,

10 Isely, Q&' Gitq, P» 190.
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Pierre and Rene Auguste Chouteau Joined Liga in this venture.

In 1812, this company dissolved; the members establishing
independent houses to prosecute the trade. In 1822, the
Western Department of the American Fur Company was formed,
and the Chouteaus, formerly connected with the Missourl Con~
pany, and algo Plerre "Cadet" and his half-brother Francls
becane merbers. This company oecz_upied the posts of the
Higsouri Trading Company, of which it was an outgrowth, and
made great efforts to monopolize the trade in the Southwest
by rooting out independent traders. Franeis was sent to
Kansas where he built a post on the nérth bank of the Kaw a
fow miles above its mouth; in 1825, Francis was jolned by
Cyprien, his brother. By 1830, another Chouteau bro*bhér,
Frederick, built & post on Misslon Creek, in what is nm&

Shavmee County, Kensas.id
Competition with Manuel ILisa

Cne of the most interesting rivalries in the history
of the fur trade was the contest between Manuel Liga and Jean
Pierre Choubeau. HNot until the upper Missouri trade over-
shadowed the Osage trade did this argument cease. The fight

was even carried on by Pierre "Cadet," but the lure of

11 Feature in The Kansag City Star, June 4, 1950,
%iihen the Chouteaus Arrived, hanses cItyTs History Begen,"
by Henry Van Brunt, Gentennial I, pps 3-4.
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riches on the upper Missouri won over "Cadet™. He became &
member of Lisats St. Louls Missouri Fur Trading Company, but
Auguste Plerre remained in the Osage trade and became the
foremost figure in the Arkanses fur business.

The Chouteau-Lisa controversy dates frowm the acquigi-
tion of the Osage monopoly by Manuel Iiga. According to
Isely, Lisa obtained the monopoly in this manner:

Lisa called on the sovernor and told him that

ainece Spain owned Louisiana, 1t was not fair that

Frenchmen should control the fur trade at St.

Louis. He agked for and was granted the monoply.

of the trade with the Osages on the Osage River.l2
Pierre Chouteau vias m*"«;r éne to stand by and allow this luera-
tive trade to elip from his hands. He still held the monopoly
of she arkansas and & strong hold on the hearts of the Osage
people. In 1802, he persuaded more than 3,000 of these
Indizns to leave thelr homes on the Osage and milgrate to
+he Neosho and Verdigris, stresms which head in the sane
country as the Usage but flow south and empty into the
Lritansag. Since this was outslde the limit of Lisa's monop-
oly, he wag forced to be content with a mueh reduced trade.id
This band of Osages W&é ¥nown as the Chaneers or Arkanses

band, and were under the leadership of Chief Clermont. The

12 Igely, gpe cite, 2. 183.

13 LQC e citi
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separation is often referred to as the Arkansas Schism.
For one who benefited under the Spanish regime, Lisa showed
a certain lack of gratitude in a letter to General Clark
dated 1817. "I have suffered encugh in person and propserty
under a different government, bo kuow how to appreciate the
one under which I now live."l4 This stetement illustrates
the shrewd jockeying moves of Liga, and the effeéﬁing of the
Arkangas Schism by Chouteau displays an equally shrewd maneus
ver. +he scope of this study does not include a discussion
of this subject, but the entire matter of the Chouteau-Lisa

controversgy merits further study.
Summary of Chapter II

The western fur trade and the Chouteau's fur trading
activities had thelir origin in the establishment of 5t. Louls.
There were other forts and posts on the Mississipsii St.

Louis was the last French post bullt by the French, buk their
primary funetlon was for protection of the country east of |
the grest river. 4 few explorers had traveled up the Missouri
in seareh of the Horthwest Passage or mineral wealth; they
dlsturbed the western rivers for a while and then di&aypearéd.

In the wake of theilr piroques came the Chouteaus with the

14 Goman, 0p. glte, PP« 29091,




13

keelboats, the voyageurs, the bourgeois, and the man@euér
de lards.id

The Chouteaus were unable 4o keep the trade for them-
selves. lianuel de Lisa, the Speniard, entered the Missouri
trade and competed for the Gsége trade. Liga and the Chou-
teaus were shrewd and unscrupulous in their dealings with
competition. Lisa managed to gain ﬁke monopoly of the Osage
trade, developed and previously held by the Choubeaus, bub

augusgte and Plerre countered by leadinsg about half of the

Eé

Usages To the Arkansag, thus nullifying Lisa's monopoly.

Enmities were overlocked when the Missouri Trading
Corgpany, sometimes called the St. Louls Missouri Fur Trading
Coupany, wag orsenized under the leadership of Lisa. ZEvery
3b. Loulg trader of any conseguence, including the Choutbeaus,
becane o erber. These traders at first were hosgtile fo
aztor and his American Fur Company bubt with the disinteér&»
Azbtor's company and dirscted its affairs until the end of the
old western Tur trade.

Trends in this period were: (1) the beginning of the
competitive system and the abolishment of the monopoly system,

{2) & noticeable move from the spgll trader-trapper toward

15 5ee page 31 of this thesis for additional informa-
tion on engases and wmangeuver de lards.

ticn of the Missouri compeny most of the former members joined

Ve S e

i i




the organization of large trading companies, and (3) a
willingness on the part of the Chouteaug to aceept and

support innovations in trading procedures.




CHAPTER IIIX

AUGUSTE PIERRE CHOUTEAU DOMINATES THE ARKANSAS TRADE
Chouteau-De Munn Expedition

Auguste Chouteau was 8 principal in the Chouteau-

De Munn affair, whieh was to have a profound effect on his
future activitieg and the development of the Santa Fe trade.
As an active trader and man of influence aunong

the Indians, A. P. Chouteau was the outstanding
figure of all those in business at the mouth of
the Verdigris. Chouteau had for several years
traded with the Indians on the headwaters of the
Arkangas and Platte rivers,lhut abandoned the haz-
ards of that field in 1817. ‘
Upon Chouteau's death in 1838 his finaneial condition was
very poor; his widow and his children lived in actual poverty
but the intercession of kind friends alleviated the situa-
tion.
In the summer of 1815, A. P. Chouteau and Julius
De Munn formed a partnership of a fur trading enterprise on
the srkensas headwaters.
They left St. Louis on the 10th of September,
*in company with Mr. Phillebert, a trader, who

had come baeck to get a supply of goods to enable
him to buy horses to bring in hig furs.' On thelr

1 Grant Foreman, Ploneer Days in the Farly Southwest
{Cleveland: The Arthui‘ W, Glark Company, 1926), Dps 77=79.
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way to the mountaing Chouteau and De Munn purchased
Prillebert's entire outfit and the time of his
Fielle

Upon thelr arrival at Huerfano Creek, near Pueblo, Colorado,
they found thet Phillebert's men, who were to rendezvous

with Phillebert, had gone on to Tacs, New liexico. De Munn

was nominated to go after them which he proceeded to do.
On his arrival at Taos he found the Spanish frisndly.

This favorable reception induced De Munn to seek
permission %o trap on the headwaters of the Rio
Grande, which he had observed to abound with beaver.
The Governor had no authority to grant pemissi%n
but promised to recommend it to his government.©

De Hunn returned to the camp on Huerfano Creek and
after discussing the situation with Ghéuteau, it was decided
that De Hunn and Phillebert should webturn to St. Louis for
additional egulpnment.

De Munn, with a new outfit and party, left St.

Louis July 15, (1818), and returned to the mouth
of the Kangas river, where he met Chouteaw who had
agreed to come there with the winter's hunt. Chou-
teau, on the way down, had had a severe fight with
the Pawnees in whieh he had lost one man and killed
several of the Indians.

The fight here mentioned gave Chouteau's name to an island

2 Hiram Martin Chittenden, The American Fur Trade in
the Far West (New York: The Press of the Ploneers, inGs,
10357, £2:497.

3 Loc. eibe

.

4 Toc. cit.

o
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near Hartland, Kansas; Foremen places it near the present
site of Fort Dodge.D

Chittenden and Thwaltes disagree on which tribe of
Indians made the attack. Thwaltes states: "The name dates
from the disastrous expedition of 1815-17, (the Chouteau~
De Munn expedition), when Chouteau retreated to this island
o withstand a Comanche attack."® Chittenden refers to the
affair in a discussion of Choubeau's Island:

Chouteaul's Island was a well=known point on the

Upper Arkensas. The name dates from the Chouteau-
De Munn expedition of 1815-17. VWhile on his way to
the Missouri in the spring of 1818 with the furs
collected during the previcus winter, Chouteau was
attacked by a war party of two hundred Pawnees, . «
He retreated %o an igland in the Arkengas where he
gould more effectually defend hinmself and the name
arose from this incident. Chouteau did not have
any tyding post here as asserted by some authori~
ties.
Both tribes hunted in the vicinity of the island.

Auguste was no stranger to warfare. He entered the
United States Military Academy in 1804 and was appointed an
ensisn in the 2nd United States Infantry, in June, 1806. He
served on the Southwestern frontier as an alde-de~camp on the

staff of General James Wilkinson for a brief term, resigning

S Foremsn, loc. oit.

6 Reuben Gold Thwaites, Harly Western Travels {Cleve~
land: Clark, 1905), 19:185.

7 Ghittenden, ope ¢it., 21536,
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fron the serviece in January, 1807. During the following
season A. P. Chouteau commended a trading expedition up the
Missourl river and was accompanied by & military detachment,
under the eommand of Ensign Nathaniel Pryor, which had been
people in Dakota. The expedition was attacked by the Arikara
Indians end driven back down the river with the loss of &
number of men killed and wounded, In 1809 he ascended the
Eissouri river to the Roaky'ﬁbuﬁtaiﬁS'with a trading expedi-
tion, rebturning the following year. During the War of 1812,
when a general Indian uprising throaghout the Mississippl
Valley seemed irmminent, he served as a2 captain of militia.®

Choubeau and De Munn led their men back to the trapping
grounds in the Sangre de Cristo mountains of southern Colo-
rado. In this area they trapped during the following winter
{1816-17) with the kind permission of the Spanish Governor,
but a change of administration during the winter caused their
eventual arrest. With the return of spring the partners
decided that Choubteau should stay with the trappers and that
De Munn ghould reburn with the cateh to St. Louls for supplies.

. « » both Chouteau and De Munn made preparatibﬁs'

for the latter's departure for S5t. Louis. May 23rd,
1817, was fixed as the date of departure. Unluckily

8 Bliss Isely, Blazing the VWay West (New York:
Gharles Sceribner's Sons, 1959), De ﬁ%ﬁ.
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it ming& hard that day and prevented the start and
oz the Z4%th a forece of Spanish troops appeared with
orders to escort the whole party to Santa Fe.'

The exaet location of Chouteau's trapping activities is
unknovn; Hafen speculates considerably on this point.

The Chouteau and De Munn men must have trapped a
large pert of the area of present Colorado, and
were doubtless the first American explorers of some
gections of this mountaln region. But no satis-
factory account of thelr trapping and exploration
hag besn preserved. However, one of the trappers,
Bijou, accompanied Major Long %o the mountains in
1220, and wag able to give the offlicial explorers
descriptions of country far beggnﬁ the route of the
government expedition's march.

The Spanish imprisoned Chouteau and De Munn in Chi- -
hushus and took possession of their furs and aquipment. |
After forty-eight days of imprisonment they were tried and
banished from Spanish territory.

Some years later after this incident, in answer-
ing a letter from the Secretary of War, ingulring
about trading conditions in the west, Colonel Chou-
teau wrote from the Verdigris: 'Shortly after the
vvar I went upon a trading expedition on the head of
+he Arkengas and was btaken by the Spaniards. %men
I was near Sante Fe, I was invited by them %o visit
their place. OConvinged of my own innocence and ,
believing the invitation to be an act of hospitelity,
I unhesitatingly accepted what I believed was in-
tended ag a mark of respect. Immediately upon my
arrivel in town I was arrested, thrown into prigon,
and charged with revolutionary designs, my property
confiseated, and after having undergone an exvamination

9 ¢hitbenden, loc. cit.

10 LeRoy R. Hafen and Garl Coke Rister, Western America
(KHew York: Prentice Hall, Inec., 1941}, p. 220.
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in which my life was endangered, I was discharged
without any compensation for my property which had
been teken by violence.

On my return home I was determined to abandon &
trade that was attended with so much risk until
the time when the United States Government would
extend protection to those citizens who epbarked
thelr capital and risked their lives in a trade
that ultimately must produce advanteges to the
citizens of the United States, and in a political
point of view cement the bonds of friendship betgfen
the governments of the United States and Mexico.

Chouteau expresses fear of the Spanish in this letten,
for between 1817 and 1821 almost no trade of any kind was
carried on in Spanish claimed territory. Hafen expresses
the sane idea.

The unfortunate termination of the Chouteau and
De Munn trapping and trading venture discouraged
further American expeditions to the Now Mexico bor-
der. In 1819, however, the Spanishmkmeriian bound-
ary line in the Southwest was agreed upont? and
some of the uncertainty and danger was thus removed.
Then came the achlevement of Mexican Independence
in 1281, and the restrictive policy of Spain was
replaced by one more favorable to American intereat.rd

Establlighment of Trading Posts

Golonel Choutesu after the disastrous Chouteau-De

Iunn expedition became sautious and limited his operations to

11 Foreman, loc. eit.

12 The Adams-Onig treaty of 1819-1821 arrenged the
Southwvestern boundery between the United States and Spanish
sossessions.

13 Hafen and Rister, op. olt., De 281,
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the Arkansas in what is now Oklahoma, He was esasily the
most influential man in the Arkansas trade. After Choubeau
abandoned ﬁ@e far western trade he formed a partnership, in
1817, with i&ﬁﬁhﬁev@ir for trade with the Osagea»lé
In 1822 Colomel A. P. Chouteau occupied the
trading post called 'La Saline' where Salina, Okla-
noma, now stands. The following years he enlarged
belon the falls of the Versigvis, [ i@ Rouse just
The date given here, 1822, indicates Chouteau's occupation
of the post and not the date of its construction. This
lapse of Pive years 1s explained by Foreman. "Chouteau did
not remove to the site of their post, but Revolr was estab-
lished there on the bank of the Grand River.":€ In the same
vear, 1822, Auguste Pilerre and his brother Paul Liguste
formed a partnership and in 1823, the brothers bought a
trading establishment from Grand and Barbour, just below
the fallg of the Verdigris.l?
Foreman gives us a very good description of Chouteau's

trading house on the Neogho.

et

= Grant Foreman, Indians and Ploneers (Norman, Okla=-
he University o% Oklahoma Press, 1086), Ds 53.

3

homa: T

15 stella M, Drumm, "Chouteau's Trading Posts," Dic-
tionary of American History (New York: Charles Scribner's
Sons, %gza), 1:369-70,

16 Foreman, log. cit.

17 1pig., p. 54.
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They stopped at Colonel Chouteau's house near the
Grand Saline on the Grand River, It was an imposing
estai?lishmgnt in_the midst of the wilderness where
Chouteau lived with his Osage wife, Rosalie, by whom
he had an interesting family of children., Sur-~
rounded by a retinue of colored end Indian retainers,
he was a feudal lord of this whole country. A&
shrewd Indian trader, of dominating personality and
great influence with the Indiens, he lived a care-
free 1ife with all the luzury obtainable in the
wilderness. Hig was a double log house with a
larze passage through the center from whieh a stair-
way ascended to the second story and the whole was
covered and whitewashed. A pilazza extended amcross
the front, with buffalo and bear ckins draped over
the ralling, while one end was loaded with harness,
where dogs and ecats were sleeping together. One
roorl, the itressure house of thf establishment con-
tained guns, rifles and traps..o

The volume of business at the Neosho and Verdigris was
tremendous. Some indications of the business volume can be
surmised fron a description by Foreman.

On the second day of April (1824), the large
barge left dovn-gtream with a cargo of thirty-~elght
thousand seven hundred fifty-seven pounds of furs
and siinsg; the shipment inecluded three hundred
eizhty-geven packs and fifty~seven pounds, made up
of three hundred female bear sking, one hundred
gixty bear cubs, three hundred eighty~seven beavers,
sixty-seven otters, seven hundred twenty cats,
ninety-five "Pinchon® and fox, and three hundred
sixty-four packages of deer sgking, which included
seven hz.mcirf% twenty-six deer skins belonging to
dre Lenard.

Auguste Choubesu established one other post for the

ATkenzas trede. This post was located on the north bank of

18 Foreman, Pioneer Daye in the Early Southwest,
PP. 20-91.

19 Ipid., p. 83-
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the South Canadlan near a ereek vhich still bears Chouteau'sg

name. The present town of Purcell, Oklahoms, is about five
miles southwest of the site.20 Very little information

exists coneerning this fort, possibly because it was not of

prine imporiance,
Summary of Chapter III

auguste Chouteau was the principal trader on the
Arkensas River. He developed the Arkansas trade by estab-
lishing posts end through his influence with the Indians,
which was accomplished by fair dealings, caused the develop-
ment of the Indian fur trade.

The Chouteau-De lunn expedition, whieh ended tragi-
eally, hod a far reaching effeet on the history of our
counbry. (1) It caused a turn away from dispubed Spanish
serrisory and hasbened the development of the upper Missourl
trede vhich in turn ailded in gaining ownership of the Pacific
Northwest. (2) It was possibly = minor influcnce in the
boundary setilement between Spanish possessions and the
United Stotes. Afber the settlement of this boundary some

trade was carried on but not by Auguste.

20 y, 8, Bureau of Ethnology, Seventeenth Annual
Report, 1895-1896, part 1, 171.
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Two trends are especilally noticeable in this dlscuge

sion; they are: (1) A move away from the upper Arkasngas
trade toward elther the upper Missouri or the lower Arkensas,
and (2) a move toward the use of a central post system on
the Arkansas. This movement eliminated the brigades of
whitz traprers and made full use of‘ the Indian trapper who
brousht his nelts to & central post. 4As 2 cémnent on this
lzst trend we sghould add that this centralization might in

part be responsible for the presence of fewer Iuropeans, ;in

L]

the present state of Oklahoma, as contrasted with the upper

Mizgourl reglon % this time, 1830,
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CHAPTER IV

PIERRE "CADET" CHOUTEAU AND THEZ NISSOURI RIVER FUR TRADE
First Trip up the Missouri

Pierre "Cadet" Chouteaul entered and became a force in
the Tur trede at a later date than his brother suguste Pierre,
bubt his influence on the history of the fur trade was greater.
Pierre was privarily interested in the Missouri trade which
by far overshadowed the Arkansas trade. In histories of John
dacob aAstor's famous American Fur Company we find an occa-
sional mention of Plerre, but his true importance seemg té
be lost. In eny discussion of the Mlssouri trade an under-
standing of the methods used and the type of nen involved is
essentlal. For this reason some material on methods and men

s included irn this discussion.

Jeto

Flerre Ghouteau was born in 8%, Louis, January 19,
1789. He became acquainted with the fur trede at an early
agze, he was clerk in his father's fim before he reached the

aze of sirteen, and digplayed unusual aptitude for business.?

1 wgadet” means second. Plerre "Cadet" Chouteau was
the second son of Jean Plerre Chouteau.

2 Hiram Martin Chittenden, The American Fur Trade of
the Far West (Wew York: The Press 0f bhe Pioncers, LOC.,
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Little is lmown of his early life, bubt it is known that ab
the aze of twenty he ascended the Missouri in the service
of the ¥issouri Fur Company.d |
The Hissouri Fur Company, alsé knovn as the 8t. Louils
Hissouri Fur Company, was the first to enter the upper
Missouri trade. This company had as its incorporaters
sracitically sovery trader of any congequsnce.
The members of the new company in the order in
whigh thelr nanesg appear in the record were Benjamine
Wilkinson, (Jean) Pierre Chouteau, Sr., Manuel Lisa,
suguste (Pierre} Chouteau, Jr., Reuben Lewils, William
Clark, Sylvester Labadie, all of St. Louls; Plerre
Menard, end William Morrison, of Kagkaskla, Illinolsy
Andrew Henry of Louisiana, 1 sgouri, and Dennis Fitz
Hugh, of Louisville, Xentucky. |
Its capital amounted o $40,000 and its operations were con-
ducted on a soale which up to the formation of this company
was wikuotn. For the six yesars following 1809, the company
doninated the upper Missouri trade.d
"Gadet? accompanied the expedition of 1809, which con-
sisted of a brigade of one hundred Fifty men and thelr sup~

plies.® The treppers found the beaver plentiful, but they

3 Log. eit.

DY,

¢ ghitbenden, ope oit., p. 138.

5 Ray allen Billington, Westward Zxpanglon (New York:
Moerillian Company, 1949), D. 454.

8 Katharine Coman, Egonomic Beginnings of the Far
West (New York: Macmillan, 1912], I:%a«-ﬁ?.




worked at the risk of their lives. As a defense for the
hunters and in defiance of the Blackfest Indians, vwho hare
asgsed bthe trappers continucusly, a fortified post was built
at the three forks of the Hissouri.

A more detalled account of Plerre’s first trip up the

lissouri is given by Hafen.

In June, 1809, the company's first expedition seb
Torth "with 172 nmen, nine barges and a ecanoce,™ and
with gufficient merchandise to suprly five or sgix
tradling sosts. Upon reaching the Arikaras and the
Handans, the traders were accorded friendly recep~
tion, the size of the party doubtless influencing
the Indian attitude. After leaving traders and
zoods with the prineipal tribe on the Missourl, the
zain party pushed on to Fort lanuel. Profltable
trapping end trading with the Crowg were carried on
durings the fall and winter.  In the gpring, the fur
nen 1oved north to the Three Forks of the lissourd,

nd began ereciicn of s fort there. In this rich
beaver reglon the trappers were making excellent
catches and everything looked promising, when sud-
denly the Blackfeehb attacked the trapping party,
#i311ing {five men and m,;}ée away with thelr horses,
sung, trans, and furs.

The merbers of the Missouri Company formed a tig;m-.
ronopoly of the Missouri trade. It was too top-heavy with
capable men and 4id not have enough capital to become a
success. "They excluded the very man (John Jacob Agtor) who
would hove been able to earry them through thelr initvial

piefortmes o ultimete success."™ A proposition to admit

7 LeRoy R. Hafen and Carl Coke Rister, Western America

(e Tows: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1941), pp. 215-IE.

8 gnittenden, ops glt., P« 145.
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IIrs Astor to the extent of five shares wag rejected. Agtor

did not allow the opposition of the St. Louls traders dig-
courage hin; after the failure of‘ hig Astoria expedition he
organized the Aneriean Fur Company and absorbed the Missouri
Fur Coipany.
Iﬁ; 1808 Mr, Astor had already founded the Ameri-

can Fupr Company, Then with the Nortwesters, he had

bought out the Mackinaws, receiving thelr Wisconsin

posts as his share into the South West Company. How

in 1510, he suggested that the Nortwesbers join him

and tgke a third interest in his new Pacific adven~
ture.

lierges with the American Fur Company

4g long as Hanuel Lisa lived he held the leading ner-
chants of 5%, Louls united so that they worked tmg@m@f as
a unit. His death was the signal for several rival companies
to spring inlo exlstence. Plerre "Cadet” or Plerre, Jr., as
be weo sometimes celled, was selected to teke Lisa's place
as leeder of the Missouri trade.l0 He was thirty-one years
old at this time, 1820, and well experienced in the fur trade.
His {irst oroblem wag that of coming to btermg with John
Jaooh Agbor. Under an agreement, Plerre, Jr., was to take

the setive managenent of treding brigades and Indian trade

9 Heade uinnigerode, "Butcher, Baker, Fortune Maker,®
Collier's, 79:24-25, aApril 2, 1927.

10 B1igs Isely, Blezinz the Way West (New Yorks
Charles Scribner's Sons, T5638), De ﬁ%
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of the Miszsouri vhile Astor agreed to handle the sale of . furs

on the mmrkets of the world.

In 1822, the Western Depertment of the Americen TFur
Company was formed and the Chouteaus, formerly connected
with the Missourl Company, were merbers. Pierre "Cadet®
and his brother ¥Franeis also became memhérm This company
ogeupied the vosts of the Mizsouri Compeny. TFranois Choue
teal vas sent to Kansas, and was employed for severcl years
in this work. The post known ag the "Four Houses,® so called
froz its beinz bullt on the four sides af an open square,
wes established on the north bank of the Kaw, twenty milesg
above its mouth. In 1885, Francis wag joined by Cyprian,

his trother, and = house wag bullt about opposite the present

anotheor 2osht wag established by Frederick at Mission Creek,
in what is now Shawmee Sounty, Kansas.t:
Viith the creation of the Western Department of the

nerican Fur Company, in 1822, Plerre "Cadet" began to exerd

o
G}

an increasing effect on the Upper Missourl Outfit as it was
conmonly called.t2 Pierrec was responsible for the consgtruc-

tion of several new forts. Fort Unlon, at the junction of

11 peature in The Xansas Cliy Staz, June 4, 1950,
"ihen the Choubesus Arrived, heunsas City's History Begen,™
by Henry Van Brunt, Centennial I, ppe B-4.

12 Goman, op. glb., 13348-49.
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the Yellowstone and the Missouri, was built and Fort Manuel,

at the mouth of the Big Horn was rebuilt, In the Blackfoot
gountry he bullt another fort at the mouth of the Marias !
River. ZFort Tecumseh, in the present state of South Dakota,
had fallen into decay so a new fort was bullt to replace it.
This new fort, called Fort Plerre, was at the site of the
present city of Pilerre, South Dakota.
That Chouteau had an eye for the location of
future cities is shown by the fact that so many
forts he bullt are now sites of eitles. He real- i
ized as early as 1822, that the mouth of the Kangas |

River was a strategic tra%ng center. There he
built Chouteau’s Landing.

Organization of the Missouri Pur Trade

The orgenization of the fur indusitry is beyond the
scope of this study but a limited discussion is necessary to
ghow the changes in the industry while Plerre was in con-
trol of the Missouri trade. There were four plang for
erploltins the fur resources. First, and most far-reaching, % '
waes the plan of orgzanizing fur companles for the purpose of k
trading goods with the Indians for thelr furs. The second ;
was the formine of companies which sent hunters and trappers
| into districts where fur-bearing animals were plentiful, to ;
take furs directly. The third plan was that of independent

13 1sely, op. cit., p. 234,
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individuals trading, and the last was that of the individual

or "free" trapper.léd

The Tirst two plans above were the ones used by
Pierre Chouteau and the Upper Missouri Guifit. "Bourgeols”®
was the neme glven to the key msn or chief trader, under
this systen. Clerks training for the bourgeois position weré
callsd "Commis". Next in rank were the "Voyageurs" or |
finsages®. New and Lmtvried engages were called "Mangeuer de
Lards™ and seasoned voyageurs Were called "Hivernents." The
bourgeois had sbsolute command of elther his brigade or post.
The cormis kept asccounts and gometimes led brigades, which
consisted of white trappers and the voyageurs who performed
the menial tesks of the expedition.l®

While Chouteau did not introduce these forms of
organization he 4id use them and modified them for the use
of the Western Department of The American Fur Company.
Pierre introduced an unique practice In the fur trade when
he started issuing company stock to his bourgeois. This
practice has caused some confusion in ascertaining who

actuslly controlled the company.l®

14 Everett Dick, Vanguards of the Froutier (New York,
London: ﬂppleton—(}ent{zry Company, L194L), PDe. Tebla

15 Ipid., pp. 1-3.

16 106, cite.
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The last two plans gave rise to the free trader and
free trapper, who were bound to no company and sold to the
highest bidders. Chouteau was inelined %o erush and arive
out the free trader, but he did on some ocecasions supply and
purchase from them as he did the free trapper. It is to be
noted that in the latter days of the fur trade the supply of
furs fron Indian trappers was glight; the white trappers on
the upper Missourl, whether company or free trappers, were
called "Mountain Men.mi7
The "Rendezvous®™ which hag almost become synonymous
with the fur trade was lnaugurated under the direction of
Pierre "Cadet®. Under orders from ?ierré, General Aghley
sterted the first Rocky Mountain rendezvous. Hafen gives
ug an exzcellent pleture of this first rendezvous.
ighley organized e party in the fall of 1824 and
led it o0 Green River. Dividing his men into "bri-
zades," he sent these in various directions to trap
beaver, and appointed a place where all were to
asserble in early July, 1825. Here pelts would be
delivered and supplies replenished.
Thus was inaugurated the trapper rendezvous in
the central Rockies, the Tirst of a series of 16
such summer gatherings, The rendezvous became the
most pieturesque and typical fur trading institution
of the mountain region. To it came fur company
ceravans from the Fast, laden with equipment and

supplies for hired trappers, and with attractive
goods for trade with Indians and independent fur

17 Ipid., p. 39
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men. The rendezvous was the great oecasion of the
vear for the trapper. Here wag opportunity for
barter and for recreation. Races end contests of
all kinds were arranged; gambling and drinking were
indulged in. Beaver skins were money and with
these hairy banknotes all primitive wants could be
satisfied. White trappers with Indian wives
bedecked their spouses with bright cloth and gew-
caws.  Host of these Mountain Men were of the
cpen~handed sort who in a few days of prodigal
living squandered the earnings of a year, Indian
bands came in, set up their lodges, and partioi-
pated in the wilderness fair, Indeed, the rendez-

vous %’ai a market day, a fiesta, a carousal, all
in one. L8 ’ .

Two of the more serious problems confz?onting Pierre,
as & leader of the Missouri trade was the diversion tactics
of the Horthwest Company and the problem of either including
or execluding whiskey as an item of trade. It was customary
for the Brltish government to set agide money to purchase
gifts and medallions for the Indlans; the Britigh companies,
the Northwest being one, then diatributesé these to the
Indians. Such items were highly prized by the red men;‘ the
Horthwesters were well aware of the value of such offerings
and put them to good use among the Blackfeet thus diverting
miuch of the peltries to Canada. In an attempt to halt such
diversions Pierre Chouteau tried to convince our government
that gifts and medallions should be made avallable at publiec

expense. Thig move being justified on the grounds of

18 Hafen and Rister, op. ¢lt., DP. 285-6.
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territorisl acquisition as well ag commercial,l® Correspond=

ence with Washington gained permigsion, from the War Dei}artw
ment, Tor the casting of some medals by the fur eompany at
the company®s expense. The company actually made and dig-
tributed some of these medals.20

For Hr. McKenzie's coat of mail I have sent to
England, for nothing of the sort could be found here.
His fusil a slx coups is ordered from Rochester; and
the Zedaels for his outfit are in the hands of the
die=maker, who, I hope, will give us a good likeness
de porte estimeble grand-papa (Astor). I wrote %o
Vashington about them, and the War 0ffice made no
objections o our having these ornaments made. Re-
member they are ornaments, not medalsi

These nedals later gave the company trouble, when
sore of it's enemies reported to Washingbon that it
wag usurping the funcetions of the government in
their distribution., Some correspondence resulted
but the matter was never carried up, ¥r. Chouteau
gtated in his reply to an inguiry from Washington
that "before the die for the Astor medals was struck
the matter was submitted to Covernor Cass, then
Secretary of VWar, who gave his congent to the measgure
and & sample of the medals was deposited with the
department sccompanied by letters of the President
of the Americen Fur Company.” The privilege of :
using these nedals was diseontinu%% by order of the
Secretary of War, lMarsch 23, 1844.

Whiskey was an essential article of trade although it
was forbidden by lew. In the region contested by the Horth-
westers, Chouteau could Justify the use of liguor by pointing

out that if the American companies were forbidden its use ag

19 gnittenden, op. git., p. 341.
20 Thege medals are undoubtedly a collectors item
today. ' ; ' ‘
21 Loc. cit.
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gn iten of trade they would lose the trade, for the North-

westers were allowed to use whiskey in their trading activi-
tigs.o8 deny dodges were employed to get the whiskey to the
Indians "when the difficulty in getting the contraband stuff
up the river past the government inspector at Fort Leaven~
worth proved too serious, a distillery was set up at Fort
Unlon and fire-water, 'as fine a liquor as need be drunk,?®
was made from the corn grown by the natives."23 Another
triclkt employed by CShouteau is revesled in a letter dated
April 25, 1825, addressed to Kenneth MoKenzie.

"The government does mot allow us to use liguor
in our trade with the Indians. On the contrary it
is sxpressly forbidden. But it is permitted to take
one gill per day for each boatman during the perlod
of their sbsence--that is, for twelve months. It
iz on this ground that I have obtaned permission to
take an amount corresponding to fifty men, twenty-
seven of whon set out from here twenty-three are now
up the country. I took the names of those who are
with wou, without knowing whether you will keep them
or send them back. That makes no difference, how=-
ever, for I explained the matter to General Clark."
In this way about three hundred gallons of aleochol
went up the rigir to relieve the necessities of the
various posts.”

The fur trade had so increased by 1830 as to require
a better method of transportation, and besides, such improve-

tients had been made in the comstruction of the steamboat as

22 coman, op. e¢it., pe 351.

23 Loc. git.
24 Chittenden, B8P E_%_E», P 26 .




to ls2d the fur companies to believe that they could sue~

P et i I Rl % 2 .
eessfully be used in pavigating the upper river as well as

i In 1831 Plerre Chouteau, who wag then at the
head of the American Fur Company, built a boat
called the Yellowstone, intended for the mountain
trade. She was the first (steam) boat tg_ascend
the Missourl river above Couneil Bluffg,20

Chouteau's stearboat hastened the withdrawal of the
Hudson's Bay Compeny; the Northwestern Company had annexed

the iudson's Bay Company bub reteined the older name, and

aroved the feasibility of steanboats on the Missouri. Coman

relsates the ovents in this manner:

Pisrre Chouteau sontended that the upper river
could be successfully navigated by stern~wheelers,
such as the Long party had used with entlre suoc~
gcess, and that the saving in time and in operating
forze would be great. Under his suspicles, the
Yellowstone made her virgin voyage in the spring of
T851, achieving the round trip from St. Louls to
Tort Tecumseh in three months. Two months up and
one month down. In the following year, the little
oraft ascended the river as far as Fort Union. The
gaving in time apnd labor wes sufficient to justifly
the adoption of stean but the impression produced
upon the Indians was perhaps the most signiflcant
eain., They said that "the SBritish might turn out
thelr dogs and burn thelr sledges, as they would no
lonzer be useful while the Fire Boat walked on the
voters.”™ Chey began bringing thelr furs to the
smericans by preference, and thenceforth the loss
of irace from Hudson's Bay Company competition was
no longer dreaded.

25 ppil. E. Chappell, "A Higtory of the Misgourl
River," Kansas Historical Gollectlons, 1903-04, 83280

26 goman, ops olt., Pe 350.
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A detailed description of the boat is given by I%ely':.

The back-bresking laborg of the keel~boat voya~
geurs induced Chouteau to study the river and i%rz
problems until he devised the steamboat Yellowstones.
She was 130 feet long, 19 feet beam, with paddle
wheels on elther side and so designed that when
loaded with 75-ton cargo, she drew only 6 feet of
water. Astor supplied t}houggau with the $7000 neces~
sary to construct the boat.

FPlerre Chouteau was very kind to the early migsion-
aries and through his half-brother, Charles, aided the
energetic Father De Smet in his missionary effai'tm Father
De Smet in a letter to Pather Boone deseribes a voyage up the

Early in the Msy, 1862, I left St. Louis in the
steartont Spread Eagle of the Honorable St. Louls
Fur Company. \(Fierre Chouteau, Jr., Company proba=
bly culled the Awerican Fur Qompany.) The boat was
vound for Fort Benton, in the Rocky #ountain region
and upwards of 3,000 miles, by the Missouri River,
from the mouth of that stream. The river was bank-
fuil a2t the time, and a great deal of power was
requirzd to sten gh@ surrent. We were six weeks in

&y
em T & wm i dn R m g
making tie brip.*

On another oceeslion and in 2 letter to the game person
Father De Snet gives us an estimate of the cost of freighting
on the idissouri, "y little cargo amounted to nearly 1,500

cownds. The ceptain of the sheanboat gave me free passage &

s

=7 Isely, op. git., pp. 236-7.

28 Hipam Mertin Chittenden and Albert Talbot Richard-
son, Father De Smet's Life and Iravels Amnn§ the No::-*bh
m‘fﬁe:f:@iMc’{iEag Tow York: . D Harper, 1905), 21705
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charity on his part, whieh woula otherwise have cost me
upwards of $1,000,%29

Decline of the Fur Trade

In 1834, John Jacob Astor, then in London looking
into the Zuropeen markets, bscame convinced that the prof-
itable darys of the fur trade were pesgt. The heaver meadows
were nearing exhaustion, and the market for the fur wasg
declining. "It appears that they make hats of silk in place
of beaver."30 He returned ready to sell his interest in the
American Fur Company, and it was teken over by Ramsey Crooks,
who had Tor socme time been in charge of the New York depart-
nent. e was now backed by Pratte, Chouteau & Co., of St.
Louis. The new firm bought out Fitzpatrick, Subletbte, and
Bridper this same year and the Union Fur Company in l&&ﬁ.fﬂ

Hafen summarizes for us the offect of changing styleg
and denletion of beaver on the fur trade.

With the falling price of pelis end an increasing’
searciby of veaver, this branch of the business
dwindled towerd extinction. MNany of the travpers
left the couniry; others changed occupation. From
beaver nelts, fur men turned to buffalo robes, which

scon became the chief article of far western com~
merce. The coming of wagons alded this development

29 Ipig., 3:803.
30 goman, op. git., D. 368.

31 1oc. cit.
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on the high plains at the foot of th nt 1
i@’s, where no navigable streanrs exisg.%Bu?%élgock
robes, too bulky and cheap for carriage on pack
ﬁnmls, could be profitably handled by wagon train,
“ethods of fur trade changed. Whereas beaver skins
had been garnered largely by white trappers, tanned

buffelo rohes were Ohtainea by % eyt ‘ ~
%3?%3 ¥ trade with the Indi-

Ramsey Crooks retired from the business in 18%8 and
the compeny's name was changed %o Pilerre Chouteau, Jr., and
Company. Ihis compeny carried on business until about 1866.99
Chouteau, like every successful man, adapted his
methods to conditlons ms he found them. He made no attempt
to introduce & higher standard of business morality into
the trade. He stood solidly behind his agents on the upper

iver on the nuestionable measurss to which the exigencies

]

&
&)

comsebition freguently obliged thenm to resort. In short

¢ode of business morals was sufficiently elastic to fit

=
fole
o

the zitiation with which he had fc deal.

siriet and severe in the discipline of his business,
Le wars neverthsless generous and feir 4o all who gerved him
well, His most trusted steamboat masters he would permit,
% loss of salary, bto take service with other boats

i
fter thelr return Ffrom the annual trip until the company
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Hafen ead Rister, op. gib., Pp. 226-29.

e . au! Posts,” Dig-

23 stells Y. Drurm, "Chouteau's Trading FPosts, el
tionary of Ameriean Eistogx’ (New York: Charles Scoribner's
Sons, 1940}, 1:389. = =
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again required their services; but let one of them have the

temerlty %o set up in trade for himsels Where the conpany
wag doinz business and the whole force of that huge concern

would be used to erush hinm. 34
Summery of Chapter IV

Pierre Chouteau, Jr., entered the fur trade at an
early aze. He zrew up in the patbtern and tradition of a

trade established by his family. With bis background and.‘

{“{}

j 2

nnate business abilitiss it is not amazing that the leading
fur %trading concerns of the St. Louis selected hinm ag
leadar of the Hissouri $rade.

He directed and ovned & large portion of Astor's
Auericun ¥Fur Company, Westemn Eapértment., With the decline
of tho heaver “ranie came the sale of the American Fur Com-

nanv, the .estern Departument became Plerre Chouteau, dr.,

Chouteau introduced the rendezvous and built forbs,
of whish at least two have becoue importent cities. He
aided ev-loratlion and missionaries whenever possible. Bub

two contrivutions stand out above all others; these are:

(1) The introduction of the steamboat on the upper Missourl

24 gnittenden, The American Fur Irade of the Far:
(xfﬁg”’fg ,EZSE‘\E«?
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and (2} forecing the withdrawal of British companies from
the upzer lissourl, thus alding the United States in the
acguizition of %the Pacific Horthwest.

Zreonds in this chapter show (1) a move Trom small
trading corpanies and free traders to highly capitalized
and well orzanized companies, (2) the adoption of mechanized
equipment to ease the hardship of the men in the field, and
(3] the Tinel decline of beaver trapping and a turn toward

other >cliries znd hides.




CHAPTER V
SULLARY AWD CONCLUSIONS

Summary

by
A

ne origin of the western fur trade was in St. Loulg.
Pigrre Laglede and Augugte Rene Chouteau were its founders

S e
and 480

{?)

stablished the western fur trade. It was upon this
foundaticn that Auguste Plerre and his brother Plerre "Cadet”
Choutesu built thelr lives.

“he Chouteau-De Hunn expedition seemed to affect
auguste Chouteau's remaining life for after this ineident,
he wasp ever reluctant to hazard any ventures whieh might
conme intoc conflict with Torelgn powers. He spent the remaine
der of Lls 1ife on the lower iArvkanses River belng content
witl thie siwllier galne of the Arkensag fur trade. FPerhaps
the sobering effeet of his imprisonment and confiscation of
nis oproperty by the 3panish government made him overly cau-
tiousz ond less inelined to introduce new methods or initlate
darins ~erbles. Since Auguste controlled the Arkensas trade
i% 1rould be lorieal to assume bthat this would explain in
part, the absence of such wild orgies as the rendezvous which
wers chorecteristic of the Missourl trade. In fact the trade

“he arkonsas was much like Auguste, 1t was ordered and

b

offisisnt, its oosts were homes and not mere trading posts.




Trends in A. P. Chouteau's fur trading activities
were: (1) 4n early venturing spirit which sought out one
of the rlchest beaver regions in the present United States,
Colorado, and a later life of serene contentuent as lord of
the Arkansas trade. (2) He tried the white brigades system
guite early and found it lacking; as a subatitubte he used
the central post system which depended on the Indian for the
pelbry supply.

Picrre "Cadet™ Chouteau wes a ﬂriving fﬁrae in the
wesgtern fur trade from the founding of the Ubnper Hisgsouri
Cutfit in 1822, untll his retirement in 1866, He introduced
the rendezvous and the upper Hissouri stenwboat. An unus#al
feuture of rierre’'s bvusiness dealings was the isguing of |
gorpeny stocx to the key men of his company. He furnighed .
Pree trousportation to missionaries and aided scientifis
exploratlon. ~Possibly hls greatest contribution was to
nistorisng for he Xept accurate accounts and records of his
fur Lrading venbures. The papers have only been partially
exzplored. :

In pointing out trends in the fur trading ventures of
Fierre Chcubesu we pust, of necessity, point out movements
within the fur trade. The Tirst noticeable tendency is
economic, in shat lack of capital forced congolidation of
oall traders. The Missouri Fur Company was one of such

consclicdations, but even this arrangement could not meet the
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needs of the indugtrv. Agbtor entered the western trade and

corbined with the S8t. Louls merchants, giving the fur trade
its first American company with adequate caplital and able
e«

The second trend weas largely concerned with transpor~
tations In 1822, keelboats and plirogues were the principal
up=river craft. Some partlies depended on pack trainsg and
horses for transportabtion; however, almost the entire fur

trade was carried on the rivers. In 1831, the Yellowgtone,

built by Pierre Chouteau, overcame the wabters of the HMissouri
and replaced the pirogues aﬁa kselboats as upwriver craft.
The wagon wag introduced as the means ol collecting hides
and furg hithertec inaccessible by water.

A third trend, like the first was coconomic. In 1834,
Astor, the shrewd fortune meker, sold his interest in the
American Fur Company because he saw the hat styles change
{ronm beaver Lo silk., It is well that hat gtyles dld change
for the beaver meadows were depleted to a point where it
was economically unfeasible to trap them. Beginning around
1836, a shift was made to buffalo robes and such peltries
as marten, mink, and fox. This shift merked the deeline of

the wegbern fur trade.




Conelusions

We must adnit, in conelusion, that “%;hesé men wvere
influensial in the fur trade. To Auguste goes the credit
for developing the Arkansaes or southern limits of the western
trade; to Plerre goes the eredit for solving the transporta-
tion zrobler of the Llissourl or northern linits of the trade.
Feom north 50 south x;s"?&ﬁ on 'tﬁ bhﬁ wefﬂt t‘aesa men have lefb
thelr nases; Chouteau's Islanﬁ Ghouteau s Bluff, Pierre's
Iole, and Plerre, South Dakota, all besar testimony o the
influsncs of these once prominent, nearly forgotten men.

sheir innovations, wiaile limited, hed a tremendous
offect on the vestern fur trade. Although Auguste contrib-
uted nothing orizinal, he did inbtroduce into the American
trede the cenitral nost system. This systen was used by the
Hrdonnt s Dav Cormpany ond was found wanting when nplaced in

ampotition with the brizade system employed by the North-
Trecters.  Fortunately, Auguste was never forced to pit his
Smericaninmed centrsl nost systen against a brigade organiza~
#ign, Plerre, and Lstor $oo, was perhaps one of our Tirst
®mahhow hopons®. He controlled the Missourl and squeezed
n2 hegvom Prom the Missouri, in mmeh the sane way he crushed

Al ol -t

sed him. In bhis search for wealth he was

Torasd 5o sesk shesper mebhods and to introduce machinery so
s o gave vine and IONEY-




in coneclugion then, we may safely sbate that the
Choukeau brothers, Auguste Plerre and Pierre "Gadet®, did
have a noticeable degree of influence on the fur trade and
thet they dild introduce some important innovaetions into the

Anmerican fur trade of the far west.
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