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CHAPT~R I 

INTRODUGTION 

Problem of the thesis. Research material relating 

to Soden's Mill is scarce. Flour has been the subject 

of careful examination of several scholars, however 

specialized studies of separate companies and businesses 

need to be done. The purpose of this study is two-fold; 

(1) to compile all possible information about the growth, 

development, and final end of Soden's Mill, into a single 

unit for historical preservation; (2) to shaw the integral 

part the small enterprise played in the agricultural and 

industrial development of the State of Kansas. 

Review of ETBVious studies. Two unpublished master's 

theses have explored the history and development of flour 

milling in l'Cansas and they have contribu ted information 

vital to the development of the historical background of 

this study. In 1926, Vernon O. Johns submitted a thesis 

to the University of Kansas en~itled, "Development of the 

Flour Hilling Industry in Kansas. 1I John's study dealt 

with the industry's tendency toward concentration and toward 

increasing competition with Canadian flour. John's thesis 

also explained the importance in the development of the 

hard winter wheat in Chapter Vo 



The second milling thesis 

Paul M. Fisher and submitted 

Chapter IV of Fisher's 

period between 1840 and 

but brief information 

1900. The railroad privilege 

in t hi s stu dy • 

In addition to these 

to the information needed 

history. Anne Lau8hlin made 

Kansas for the 

This study provided an 

of milling and the 

Fitz 1 s "Development 

published in Vol. XII of 

Historical Societ~ was 

mills in Kansas and their 

History of Emporia anci 

of Soden lore around Emporia 

of the mill. The importance 

was also explained in Miss 

~iSher, Paul M., 
Hilling Indusbry in Kansas," 
The University of 
all existing evidence this 
submitted at the University 
1926, except on one or two 

2 

was written in 1939 by 

l 
to the University of Pennsylvania. 

thesis briefly covered the pioneering 

1870. Chapter V and VI gave valuable 

concerning the milling industry since 

was covered quite thoroughly 

theses several books have added 

in the development of Soden's 

a special study on Millin6 in 

National Youth Administration in 1940. 

excellent description of the process 

different types of mills. Leslie A. 

of F'lour Iviilling Industry in Kansas," 

The Collections of the Kansas State 

significant in pointing out the first 

sources of power. Laura French's 

Lyon q~untI cited several instances 

and also gave a good description 

of Soden's Grove to the area 

French's text. 

"History and Development of the F'lour 
(unpublished Masterls thesis, 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 1939). From 
study was based on the thesis 

of Kansas by Vernon 00 Johns in 
cited instances. 
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Numerous newspaper articles relate much of Soden's 

past. William Allen White devoted four full columns in 

the Emporia Gazette to William T. Soden, the mill, and 

the grove in 1906 at the time of Mr. Soden's death. Two 

more feature articles appeared in the Gazette on Soden's 

mill. The first was in 1942 when the final structure 

burned and the seCORd was in June, 1957, the centennial issue. 

l\ biography of Justin R. Soden was published in the Southwesterq 

Miller, in October, 19220 This article seemed devoted to 

W. T. Soden and the building of the mill instead of its 

purpose as a biogruphical sketch. 

t/lethod of procedure. The study of SOden's Mill begins 

with the history and development of milling in Kansas. The 

neces8ity of Chapter II is to show the conditions and circum­

stances of the times in which Soden had to operate his mill. 

This unit also shows the importance of the small mill in the 

development of the industry. 

A biographical sketch of William T. Soden and fllinily 

is the subject of Chapter 111 0 Soden's trip to Kansas, and 

his experiences at Haworth's mill are retold in the chapter • 
... 

His community interests and investments such as the county 

seat war, the first National bank in Emporia, the furniture 

factory w'd.ch operated in conjunction with the mill, and 

Soden's f:3Dlily tree are thoroughly discussed o 
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Chapter IV recounts the events in the development of 

the Emporia Water ~ills from the time of conception to the 

night of the fire which ended the production years of this 

enterprise. Soden's Grove and its importance to the city, 

to the county, and especially to the mill is related in this 

se ction. 

The total result of these chapters is a study of the 

importance of a man and his business establishment to a 

frontier community and its years of progress. 

Sources of material used o Several sources of 

material were used in the structure of this study. Material 

used includes: newspaper clippings, magazine articles, 

pamphlets, city directories, trade publications, Kansas and 

United States government reports, jud.icial decisions, other 

theses, encyclopedia material, books and personal interviews. 

Books, magazine articles, newspaper clippings, 

pamphlets, encyclopedic material and pictures came from a 

range of sources. The ~illiam Allen White Library at the 

Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia was found to 

contain books, encyclopedic material and ~enographs pertinent 

to the studyo The Kansas collection in the Emporia City 

Library contained numerous books, city directories and 

Emporia newspapers on micro-film. Theses material was 

obtained from college libraries at the University of Kansas 

and the University of Pennsylvaniao 
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The Kansas State Library and Kansas State Historical 

Society at Topeka aided in the efforts to find governmental 

reports and court reports. 

Scrapbooks, pictures, historical monographs, and old 

newspaper clippings were secured from the Lyon County Museum. 

The use of personal interviews completed the quest 

for information and the procurement of pictures. 

Miss Margaret Soden, granddaughter of William T. Soden 

and daughter of Justin R. Soden, was very helpful with 

several personal interviews and she permi tted the use of 

pictures whicb could not be replaced if damaged or lost. 



CHAPTER II 

MILLING IN KANSAS 

Before 1860. Wheat production in the United States 

ter-ded to be a crop of the frontier. One of the first 

though ts of' th8 set L.lers in es tatlis hing a new comInuni ty 

was a means for providine themEelves with bread. 

Kansas was opened for settlement on May 30, 1854, 

and with the rush of the early pioneers, bread meant mills, 

therefore the milling industry in Kansas may be said to have 

had its beginning through necessity. 

The first mills in Kansas were built before the 

pioneers started their settlement. The mills were few in 

number and were built by the government or by church missions 

to encourage the migration of the Indians from the eastern 

lstates.

After the opening of the territory in 1854, the first 

few years of settlement into the eastern part of the territory 

was very rapid and between 1854 and 1860 a considerable number 

of pioneer grist mill establisiwlents were located in the 
~ 

region. The greater number of these ea~ly establishments 

were operated by water power, built on the banks of small 

rivers and creeks, across which druns were thrown and water­

wheels constructed to utilize the fall. 

1 
Johns, Vernon 0., "Development of the Flour Milling 

Industry in Kansas," (unpublished Haster's thesis, The Univer­
sity of Kansas, Lawrence, 1926), p. 13. 



7 

These early mills ground more corn than wheat. 

Probably the chief reason ~hy corn was raised aL~ost exclu­

sively during early years ~as the fact that not much more 

labor was required to raise it than was required to raise 

wheat. Still another reason, per~aps, ~as the failure of 

the early settlers to perceive that the soil and climatic 

conditions ~ould grow ~heat more successfully than corn. 

And finally, corn was used because wheat grist was not as 

easy to prepare as corn meal. 2 Most of the early mills were 

" cus tom l1 mills; that is the miller ground the grain which 

the farmers brought to the mill, retaining for himself a 

share of the meal or flour, or charging the farmer a certain 

amount per bushel for grinding it. 

One of the first commercial mills in tlle territory 

was a horse-powered mill built by an Indian in 1852 on the 

present site of Kansas City.3 The first steam powered 

flouring mill was built in what is now Wyandotte County, by 

John McAlpine and James Washington in 1858.4 

2 
Laughlin, Anne, Millirt~ In Kansas, National Youth 

Administration, Industrial Stu y~o. 1, (Topeka; State 
Administrator - New England Building, 1940), p. ,6. 

3
Johns, ~. cit., p. 21 

4Fitz , Leslie A., "Development of Flour Milling Industry 
in Kansas ," Collections of the Kansas State Historical SOfiety, 
1911-1912, XII (Topeka: Kansas State Printing Plant, 1912 ,
:.::--r:- -­p. ~3. 



8 

Before 1860 several pioneer mills dotted the 

territorial maps. The cities of Doniphan, Leavenworth, 

East Leavem,jorth, or II s l a btown ll as it was called in 1354, 

Eudora and Blue Mound had well established grist mills 

providing their settlers the necessary means for obtaining 

flour.S 

1860-1874. Between the years 1360 and 1874, three types 

of mills evolved, representing progressive stages of develop­

ment in the industry -- custom, exchange, and merchant mills. 

During this fourteen year period, there was a large increase 

in the number of small mills, which multiplied very rapidly 

as the population of the state gre~ and settlement was pushed 

farther into the interior of the state. In 1860 there were 

36 grist mills in Kansas with an average capital investment 

of about $3,000 per mill and the value of the production had 

an average of about $4,500 per mill. 6 

Custom mills, as was explained, ground the farmer's 

grain and made a charge of so much per bushel or barrel for 

doing the work. The charge varied from mill to mill, but 

generally it was exorbitantly high. 

5 Johns, 32.. cit., Pp. 22 - 2L~ • 

6Seiler, William FI., Industry and I-lining (in Kansas: 
The First Century, John D. Bright, ed:-4 volsj New York: 
Lewis HistorIcal Publishing Company, 1956), Vol. II, p. 435. 



A 18rge number of the mills before 1874 were "exchange~ 

mills ...'here the farmer could trade his grain for flour or meal 

that had already been ground and therefore would not have to 

receive a quantity of flour or meal equal in value to the 

B..."'T1oun t of grain he had brought, Is ss the toll for proce 5S ing, 

and less the bran and \:lUsks or middlings which the miller '.-Jas 

permi t te d to ke ep • T1'11 s amount als a val' ie d from rni II to mill, 

howeve I' the f arme I' usually re ce i ved twenty -fi ve to thirty--five 

pounds offlour for each bushel of wheat.? 

In the latter part of the sixties and the early part 

of t.he seventies, the "mErchant" mill developed. ;fhis type 

of mill '-Jas different from the two previous types because 

the grain the farmer brought in to the mill was bought and 

then the flour and by-products were sold in the quantities 

8
desired by the customer. 

Progress in the milling business during these years 

was impeded by several events and conditions of the time. 

The outbreak of the war, political difficulties, and border 

warfare took manpower upon which the growing of grain and 

the milling industry depended. The lack of transportation 

facilities was another retarding condition. T~ls condition 

was not improved until after the Civil ~&r. 

7
Laughlin, QE. cit., p. 10 

8Ibid • 
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These conditions handicapped the mills because without 

manpower and transportation, they had to be dependent upon 

the local settlements for both its supply of raw materials 

and demand for its products. 

At the end of the Civil War, the railroads started 

their building boom. By 1869, in Kansas there were over 600 

miles of railroads in operation and by 1870 the fi~ure had 

extended to 900 miles. 9 This boom continued until the panic 

of 1873, (which was partly caused by the over-expansion of 

the railroads) when Kansas had a total of 2063 miles in 

operation. JO 

Accordins to the Ninth Census of the United States, 

the number of mills by 1870 had increased over 200 per cent 

to a total of 106. Twenty-nine counties claimed some type 

of grist or flouring mills.]l Emporia reported four mills 

12in the Holland Kansas-Nebraska State Directory in 1866. 

With the improvement of transportation, immigration into 

the state was in full swing and ~ettlement in all parts of 

the state was rapid. The increased population created a large 

demand for mill products and the small mills proved their 

.I 

9 
Fisher, Paul M., "History and Development of the Flour 

Milling Industry in Kansas," (unpublished Haster t s thesis. 
The University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 1939), p.32 

10
 
John s, ~. c} t ., p. 31 •
 

llIbid., p. 40. 

12Ibid ., p. 40a. There is an extra pa~e inserted between 
pages 40~anQ 41, therefore the extra page is listed o 
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worth to the state. The small mill encouraged the growth 

of wheat, for the farmer who had access to a mill knew that 

he could trade his product for flollr and feed, therefore 

saving cost of transportation two ways. They also encouraged 

. 14
settlers to make homes in the areas served by the small mllls. 

As the population increased and moved farther westward, 

wheat growth also increased. Seventy-five per cent more vJheat 

was grown in 1873 than in any previlus year and in 1874 the 

increase was 100 per cent greater than that of 1873. 15 

The year 1874 was to Kansas wheat growers as was the 

invention of the gin to cotton plantations. The introduction 

of Red Turkey wheat revolutionized the wheat industry in 

Kansas. 

Hard Winter Wheat. The wheat raised during the early 

years consisted of both soft spring and soft winter varieties, 

the varieties then commonly grovm in the states from which 

the settlers had come. Big May, Little May, Fultz, !"1editer­

renean and Canadian Club made up the grists wt:ich the pioneer 

16millers ground in the old stone buhrs. 

14 ,
I h i Q ., pp. Lr1- Li 2 • 

15Ibid • 

I 16 La,ugQ.lin, ~. cit., p. 2. Also spelled "burrs" and 
I burs tone. ii"\), "0 0 '\: 

.I 
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Mennonite i~nigrants who C&m8 to Kansas in 1874, 

settling first in rion county were most instrumental in the 

introduction and spreading of the growth of the new wheat. 

This first party of Mennonite immigrants brought only twenty 

or thirty bushels of wheat but iti a few years they were produc­

ing a surplus above that required for their own seeding pur­

poses and its growth spreud to adjoining counties. 17 

This new hard winter wheat proved its value over the 

spring wheat because it was adapted to the long, cool growing 

season, and W8rm dry harvest period characteristic of the 

central and western portion of the state, and did not have 

to be accljmated. 

By 1900, Turkey wheat bec~le increasingly importsnt in 

Kansas. I~ the 1880's, Fernard Warkentin had some of the 

hard winte r \';:le c1 t brought from the Crime a. This new whe at 

amounted to about 15,000 bushels and "'las distributed to 

18interested farmers. 

Thus began the first step in revolutionizing the whole 

wheat industry in Kans&s. 'The mill had been equipped to grind 

soft wheat, and the millers experienced difficulty in grinding 

the hard winter wheat with stone buhrs. Some of the mills 

tried grinding the wheat by sifting it through the buhrs more 

than once. This method included four steps in the process: 

17Kansas State Eoard of Agricult~re, Marketi~ Kan~ 
\<fheat, Kansas Wheat Commission. (Topeka: State Printing Plant 
1959) , pp. 40-41. Hereafter cited as K.S.B.A. 

18
 
Ibid., ppo 48-49.
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grinding, bolting or sifting, purifying, and regrinding the 

middlings. The adoption of the new process by the mills of 

the state was a notable advance and a development of some 

importance to the industry. However, a still more impor­

tent development was to follow. This was the roller process 

of milling. 

Roller equipment was introduced into some of the more 

progressive Kansas mills about 1881 or 1882, only a year or 

two after its first successful demonstration in this country.19 

The use of roller equipment not only improved the quality of 

fleur, but also increased the quantity which could be milled 

from a bushel of wheat. With the development of the roller 

method ceme several other improvements which added to the 

steady climb in the importance of the industry. These devel­

opments were such things as, the dust collector, the purifier, 

and the new tolting machine. 

An increased size of the individual mills was another 

direct responsibility of Turkey Red hard winter wheat. However, 

the coming of the large-scale mills did not have an inmlediate 

effect on the smaller mills. These smaller mills did not 

put in the new process, because they could satisfactori.ly
J 

grind the soft winter wheat that was grown in the e8.stern 

section of the state with their existing buhrs. 

19Tcpeka Daily Capitol, Novemter 7, 1919, p. 11 
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The Decline of the Small Mill. Small mills were able 

to hold their position for several years because the large 

mills did not, at first, secure economies sufficient to offset 

the increased capital charges required to install new equip­

ment. 

The introduction of the roller method started the 

decline of the smaller mills. Most of them were faced with 

eith8r installing new machinery or closing down. Also, if 

the mill was not large enough the financial expense of 

installing the new equipment was not a good investment. The 

installation of rolls practically involved the construction 

of a new mill and the cost was in many cases prohibitive. 

Another item is the fact that the success of all 

millers is determined by the prosperity or adversity of 

wheat. Between the years 1885 and 1897 wheat crops were, 

20 on the average, very poor. These crop failures had a bad 

effect on the Kansas miller. The price of wheat became so high 

that it was difficult for the Kansas miller to profitably 

mill and grind it for market. The small mills were affected 

most, since they were dependent upon their local area for 

wheat and many of them were forced to close down. 

The railroads also had a part in the decline of the 

small mills and at the same time helped the industry and tho 

larger mills. To help the larger mills, the railroads offered 

20 
Johns, ~. cit., p. 85 
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the milling-in-transit privilege. The granting of the 

privilege of milling in transit permitted a miller to ship 

~heat to his mill, mill it and ship the flour on to market 

at the rate charged for ~heat, if the mill was in Illine of 

transit" from the point of origin of the ~heat shipment to the 

destination of the flour. Shipments which were not in a more 

or less direct line, were charged, in addition to the milling­

in-transit rate, an 1I 0u t of line haul" charge also. 21 This 

privilege also allowed the large mills in the central and 

western portion of the state to compete on an equal footing 

with those in Kans as City and for tbe fi rs t time with th.ose 

in the eastern part of the United States. The effect of this 

was to put still more pressure on the small mills located in 

the central part of the state o 

Progress practically eliminated the small frontier mill. 

By 1900, flour and grist mills in the state numbered 357 

establishments and had taken second place in the value of their 

product to the rapidly developing slaughtering and meat 

packing industry. Capital investment per mill had risen, on 

the average, to more than $22,400.22 

21-.,. h it 54l'lS er, ~o C OJ p. 

22K.S.P\.A., ~. cit., p. 47 



The Twentieth Centu~. Kansas has led all the states 

in the production of wheat since 1900. In 1890, Kansas 

raised only 28,801,214 bushels. Because of the n~tural 

advantages favoring the growth of wheat in Kansas, the intro­

duction of hard winter wheat, the recognition of this wheat, 

Bnd the increased settlement, Ksnsas increased her production 

to 82,488,655 bushels by 1921. 23 

The total number of mills hed decreased since 1900 

while the flour production increased until 1921. S5nce then 

the decline in flour production has been much less than the 

decline in the number of mills. This condition can only be 

explained by the fact that the capacity of the mills increased. 

Since 1900 there have been several other factors which 

have increased large scale production. Probably the most 

important of these factors was the demand for a uniform flour. 

This could be done only if the mill had an ample area from 

which to draw its wheat. 'rhe crop of Kansas naturally varies 

from year to year and if a mill were to put out a uniform 

flour it must have a large enough area from which to get the 

wheat so that the wheat will be of varied protein and gluten 

content. The second factor was the econom~e3 of large-scale 

merchandising, which only large mills could accomplish. 

23 
Johns, £Eo cit., p. 107 
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They were able to maintain large selling organizations and 

also they could conduct large advertising campaignso Another 

reason for the large-scale mill was the development of the 

large-scale bakeries 0 The bakeries consumed large amo1J.nts of 

flour and since they require uniform flour, the large mills 

are the only tines \.JfJO could supply the le.rge volume of uniform 

mill mix.. The fourth and final factor to consider was the 

lar~er mills ability to save an overhead by the use of storageo 

This advantage had really twofold aspect.. The mills have 

built up large storage capacities and thus are able to make 

an initial saving in the purchase of wheat and, secondly, they 

have the grain on hand when it is nBBded o The storage capacity 

in the elevators assured the mills of a supply of wheat during 

the time between crops 0 

With the supplies of wheat available it was to the 

advantage of the Kansas millers to increase their production o 

This condition was greatly aided by the fact that the mille~s 

outside of Kansas were beginning to use Kansas wheat for flour. 

The Kansas millers undoubtledly used many unfair practices to 

gain recognition for their flour, but at any rate the flour was 

good and Kansas won her place in the eyes of the consumer. 

The flour milling industry has steadily increased since 

1900 and to this day shows no sign of declining. The reasons 

for this are numerous. There is no scarcity of the better grades 

of wheat to drive the price too high o Kansas has a large animal 



industry and there is a large demand for the waste products 

in the form of mill feeds. Newer mills in Kansas can produce 

the flour at a lower cost, because of the more efficient 

machinery. The last reason is that Kansas flour becrune 

acceptable to the public. 

The impact of the wars have strongly influenced the 

development of the wheat and milling industries. Acreage 

expansion and mechanization during vJorld ltlar I helped and 

better crop years resulted in Bxpanding production. There 

was another added emphasis in the industry during World War II. 

Summa~. Only the most important points have been 

considered in this chapter. There is enough material available 

to warrant another individual study based on the history and 

development of the milling industry in Kansas, especially 

since 1900. 

'fhe basic developments in the milling industry hHve 

been mentioned and discussed, however in an industry such as 

this, improvements are ever present and new ideas and develop­

ments make it practically impossible to include all information. 

The basis for this chapter has been to show tne 

importance of trw small mill and the decline of that era, out 

of welich developed the large-scale flour milling indu.stries. 

Milli~g of flour is second only to meat packing as 

t~e largest industry in the state of Kansas o 
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CHAPTER III 

'vi I LLIAM T. SODEN 

Between the years 1860 and 1906, Emporia, Lyon County, 

and the State of Kansas, were the benefactors in the life of 

a man. He was often called, "the town's most liberal giver," 

or jokingly a "thief ll and sometimes a tlstubborn Irishman." 

William T. Soden was born to William and Angeline 

(Smith) Soden somewhere in County Cork, Ireland, on November 22, 

1835. 1 Before he had reached the age of one year, he and his 

parents came to America and settled in Mooresfork, Clinton 

County, New York. 2 

Little information is recorded or can be obtained on 

Soden's boyhood days except from the fact that when he was a 

teenager, he worked in some of the logging camps along Lake 

Champlain and in some of the flour mills there in New York 

State. 

Kansas bound. According to the custom of his time, 

which was carried over from the old countries, Bill Soden 

left home at the age of twe nty- one. In No~ember, IS-56, he 

1 
Andreas, A. T., History of the State of Kansas
 

(Chicago: A. J. Cox and Company, Binders, 13Bj) p. 851.
 

2 
Kansas, A Cyclopedia of State History, Embr~cing 

Events, Institutions, Counties, Cities, 'l'owns, Prominent 
Pers ans, Et:c-.-rChicB80: Standard Publishing COl1pany ;-1912) ,
vor:-rr, ~lJ84. 
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started west with $3,000 which he had earned and saved, 

sewed in a belt around his waist. 3 

The winter of 1856 and 1857 was spent in Iowa working 

I
in a grocery store.~ In March, 1857, he joined with three 

other men and started further westward still in possession 

of the three thousand dollars and looking for a mi1lsite. 

Catching rides on prairie schooners, he went through 

Emporia, Kansas, when the booming town was only two weeks 

old, continuing on to Cottonwood Falls, Kansas.5 One night 

at Cottonwood Falls, he was awakened by one of the three 
6 

men, who had accompanied him, trying to remove his money belt. 

Haworth Saw and Grist Mill. Soden left the party and 

turned back, stopping southwest of Emporia, taking a job in 

a combination grist and sawmill. This mill owned by Joel 

Haworth was located two miles south of Plymouth on the 

Cottonwood River. 7 Mr. Haworth, at the time of Soden's 

3Emporia Gazette, August 16, 1906 

~William !. Soden Notebook, Entries in this book show 
the arnounts of different supplies needed to replenish the 
stock for the store in which he ~as working o This notebook 
is not paged and is in the possession of Miss ~argaret ~oden. 

5Emporia Gazette, lac. cit. 

6 Ibid • 

7French, Laura, History of Emporia t !:.yon .County, 
(Emporia: Emporia Gazette Print, 1929), p. 17. Miss }'rench 
lists some of the other mills which were located in the Emporia 
area in this particular section of her book o Also the different 
saw mills and furniture factories are listed. 
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employment, \'I1as in poor financial condition and Soden 

therefore lent him the three thousand dollars, finally taking 

S a half interest in the mill. Working at the Haworth mill for 

two years W. T. or Bill, as he was called by his friends, had 

saved enough money to buy a v alu able farm in Pike t o1ATDship, 

which was a part of the estute after his death, and to purchase 

the other half of the mill when Haworth decided to leave the 

business to take up farming. 9 

Bill Soden always enjoyed a good joke, especially on 

himself. He used to tell the story that while he was working 

for "Uncle Joel," the farmers used to accuse him of stealing 

from their grist. Whenever he told the story he said that 

it was impossible to get rich and be honest in the milling 

business .10 

After Soden calne to Emporia, in 1860, the reputation 

of the Haworth mill still stuck with him. One day, John Moon, 

a local minister, was asking him to give up his evil ways. 

n'S said, "Willial11, is it true, as everyone says that thee 

is dishonest with the farmers' grist." 

"Uncle John," asked 1'1r. Soden, "if you had YO_1r way 

would you have every man in the county to be trutifu.l or 
" 

untruthful ?" 

S 
Emporia Gazette, loco cit. 

9lbid •
 

10Ibid.
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"Thee knows, William, wi tbout asking that I would 

have every :n8.n in the county tell the truth if I could choose," 

said Uncle J onn. 

liSa \-Jould I, Unell') John, and since they all say that 

am a thief, I have to cheat thRm to keep them from being liars,1I 

llsaid Bill Soden. 

In 1859, while Soden was running the Haworth mill, a 

man, his son and their two wives cnme from Iowa to settle in 

or near Emporia. Ca~ping just soutb of Emporia on the bank 

of the Cottonwood River, they decided that it was a good 

place to builrl a mill and decided to dam the river. The dam 

was scarcely tbree feet high when the father of the family was 

stricken with typhoid fever, and died within a few weeks. 

D.i.S c ouraged ,et'le family de S8 rted L:he ir da..."TJ. and moved back to 

Iowa .12 

In 1860, Soden saw an opportunity in the vos~ession 

of the unfinished dam and mill site. After acquiring the site, 

he bee;an finishing the dam and bui.lding the Emporia \-Jater (V1i11s, 

later to be known, statewide, as "S oden l s Mill. 1I The h.Lstory, 

development, trials and tritulations of this mill will be the 

subject of the following ch8pter. 

In 1862, Soden lost his investment in the Haworth mill 

13because of a fire whieh burned it to the ground. This mill 

was never rebuilt. 

llIbid.
 

12EmDoria Gazette, November 5, 1942.
 

13._, . d
 
1 Ol .• 

I 
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The County Seat VJaro Americus was established as a 

town in the autumn of 1857 and at the same time becarne a 

candidate for the county seat of Breckinridge County ~hich had 

been detached from Madison County.14 Americus was officially 

made the county seat by a large majority of votes in an election 

"c' 8 15of IJ~. The first term of court for the county was held 

in Americus. 

Because of some changes in county boundaries, Emporia 

was geographically placed more toward the center of the county 

than Americus and therefore had aspirations of becoming the 

16county seat. In the November election of 1860, Emporia 

was chosen as the county seat of Breckinridge county by a 

total of 155 votes over Americus. 17 Emporia, claiming to be 

the legal county seat, demanded the county records only to 

be refused by Americus. 

14
French, ~. cit., p. 12 

15Ihid • 

16Ibid ., p. 24. Lyon County originally was t~enty-four 
miles square, its south line being the present Logan Avenue. 
Emporia wanted three miles off the north end of Madison County 
added to Breckinridge, and got it, by act of the territorial 
legislature of 1859 (see Session Laws, 1859, Chap. 43, Section 
#1). The north twelve miles of Madison County in 1861 were 
attached to Breckinridge, and the south half to Greenwood, 
eliminating Madison County. (see Session Laws, 1861, ChaD. 19, 
Section #1). The Legislature of 1864 authorized the attachment 
to Morris County and Chase County of a two-mile strip off the 
west side of Lyon, (see Session Laws, 1864, Chap. 25, Section 
#2), Lyoh County is 22 miles wide and 39 miles in length, 
containing 858 square miles or 549,978 acres. 

17
Ibid., p. 12. 
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The following account of how Emporia finally acquired 

the county records was told to William Allen iJhite by George 

Simons, a citizen of Americus'Q 

One dark night in the fall of the year, 
(presumably 1862) a band of men set out from 
'Emporia on horseback. Three of the horses 
carried double and those extra riders were 
C. V. Bskridge, John Watson and Bill Soden. 

At Americus the doors of the courthouse 
were quickly battered in and the records taken. 
Eskridge, Watson and Soden took the records 
along with a jug of "forty rod mule" which the 
bunch had brought along, and hid in the tall 
grass and weeds, while the mounted bunch lit 
out west for Chase County "Hell bent for election," 
as Eskridge expressed it later. 

The Americus crowd gathered, mounted horses 
and took out after them, while Eskridge, ~atson, 

and Soden started on foot for Emporia carrying 
the records and the "mule~l 

When across the Chase County line the 
Emporia bunch halted and the Americus bunch carre 
back after satisfying themselves that the records 
were not there. The Emporia gang told them that 
the books had been thrown in the weeds on leaving 
P~ericus, and several days were spent looking 
for them. 

While all this was going on the three arch 
conspirators were IIhot-footing it" for Emporia. 
At about where the pumping station now is, a tree 
had fallen across the Neosho, and, as the river 
was up two or three feet, they started across 
on the tree. 1"'bether the "mule" had kicked too 
hard, or Soden had just slipped, will never be 
known, but he fell in. Watson insta.ntly jumped 
in after him, c~lling to Eskridge who was in the 
lead to IIhelp me save Soden." Eskridge yelled 
back, "to hell with Soden. He can take care of 
hlmself. I'm saving the records." -Soden waded 
out and so did Watson, and it is said that the 
record book Soden had is waterstained yet. 

Americus went to court ahout it, but the 
court bele. it could not rule aGainst tb..e law­
making body Os the State and the matter was 
e nde d the re • ] 

lBEmporia Centennial Celebration, Historical Booklet, 
June, 1957, pp. 36-370 
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Mro Simons stated that, "the story was told to him by 

~1r. C. V. Eskridge himself. 1l19 

Mr. Soden served as one of the county commissioners 

for several years after the I'bloodless" county seat \-Jar. 

The Empor:ia Nationsl Bank. In the first decade after 

the Emporia Town Company founded the town, the frontier villE.ge 

grew with pioneers and businessmen carnine; from North, South, 

East and West to settle. Yet, there ..Jere businesses that 

Emporia needed, to continue providing services to its citizens o 

In March, 1867, the first bank in Lyon County was 

established under the name of the Emporia Banking and Savings 

Association. This was another business adventure of William 

T.	 Soden in co-oper&tion with Captain Lemuel T. Heritage and 

20J. R. Swallm,/. 

Under the National Bank Act of 1563 and 1864, which 

created the N&tional Banking System, these three men secured 

a federal charter and the Association became liThe Emporia 

National Bank," in 1872. 21 Preston B. Plumb assisted in 

securing the ch&rter by making a special trip to Washington 

to visit Senator Pomeroy.22 After the ban~ became fully, 
chartered and	 recognized, Preston F. Plumb became the first 

19Ibid • 

20Emp oria Qaze t te, June 26, 1957 

21Ibid • 

221bid • 
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president and William T. Soden served as the vice president. 

Mr. Soden served in that capacity until his death, except 

for ten years between 1878 and 1888 when Major Calvin Hood 

held the position. 23 

Arnold and Compa~y. Many of the Kansas mills during 

the early days were usually combination grist and saw mills. 

The reasons for this can clearly be seen in these facts. 

(1) Kansas was common to most all frontier areas and there 

was an emphasis placed on local establishments furnishing 

local needs. (2) There was an abundance of good wood to be 

processed and the streanls provided easy access to the mills. 

(3) Water power provided natural and inexpensive power to operate 

the mills. (4) The sawing of lumber also provided the miller 

with a steady income during the off season of grist milling. 

An indirect development of these saw mills were the furni­

ture factories which also used native lumber and water power. 

In 1873, w. T. Soden helped a Mr. Arnold purchase an 

old saw mill located directly across the river on the other 

side of the dam for a price of $386.65. 24 This mill was 

remodeled in 1874 to a single one story fr~e bUilding and 
~ 

covered an area of fifty by seventy feet,. The pol-Jer for 

3
2 The Emporia NaLional Bank later joined forces with the 

Commercial National Bank and in 1920 the Citizens National 
Bank purchased both charters. 

4
2 W• T. Soden Notebook, £2. cit. 
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FIGURE 3 

This picture taken before 1873 shows Soden's Mill, dam,. ... 
steel bridge and Arnold & Company F'urniture Factoryo 



29 

I
 

this mill was two water wheels wr.ich viere equal to about 

300 horsepower. Mr. Arnold, a furniture manufacturer, had 

moved to Emporia from Kansas City to take possession of the 

mill to start bis furniture factory that was to be named 

"Arnold and Company". The" and Company" was none other than 

W. T. Soden. 25 

The Cottonwood and the Neosho river valleys provided 

plenty of fine native timber, such as, walnut, oak, ash, and 

sycamore for produc ti ve use in the factory. Arnold and 

Company was a thriving institution for several years and in 

1877, the structure was enlarged to a three story building. 

As late as June, 1957, the Emporia Gazette reported that, 

"Furniture made in tilis i'3ctory may still be found in some 

·· . h 26 8 8 ' Emporla omes. In 1 7 , a tornado completely aemolished 

the furniture factory and Mr. Arnold was not able to recoup 

his losses, especially after his building program the preced­

27ing year. The building was never replaced. 

Civic Investments. In his role 88 a leader in the 

progressive movements in tbe city of Emporia, W. T. Soden 

gave himself, his time, his business ingenui~y, and~last 

but not least, his money. Soden 1 s interests in the Emporia 

25
Emporia Gazette, August 16, 1906 

26Interview, Miss Margaret Soden, June 30, 1960. Miss 
Soden was glad to show her family heirlooms which came from 
the furniture factory that her grandfather helped finance. 

27Emporia News, April 15, 1878 
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Banking and Savings Association, and Arnold's furniture 

factory were only part of his civic investments. Another 

of his business activities was the Emporia Gas Works, which 

was built under his supervision. For five years following 

the completion of the instLtution in 1880, he served as the 

company's president. 28 In 1881, he erected a hotel at a 

29 
cost of $22,000 and it later became the Kynaston Hotel.

Another $20,000 was invested by Mr. Soden in different 

buildings along Commercial street, some of which were in 

the estate at the time of his 
30

death. 

The Family Tree. William T. Soden was not an idle 

person. His many business undertakings and financial 

investments seem to prove this point. Neither did he like 

to be alone or \"ithout compan1onship. Three marriages are 

evidence of this fact. 

On May 18, 1860, W. T. Soden and Miss Frances Jean 

McCormick were united in marriage. 31 This union, though very 

short, gave Mr. Soden his first son. The new Mrs. Soden 

died on March 30, 1861, just a few days short of their first 

anniversary.32 

2~mporia Gazette, August 16, 1906 

291bid • 

301bld. 

3~mporia News, May 19, IS60 

3~mporia News, March 30, lR61. The cause of Frances Jean 
Soden's death waS-not stated, however the birth of a son has 
been discussed in several instances and the possible cause of 
death may have been from childbirth. 
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The son died three or four months later) 

Seven years later in }'ebruary of 1868, Mr. Soden 

married Jennie Weaver. Jennie Soden died on December 10, 1875 

survived by three children; Mrs. Hallie E. Soden Laws, Justin 

R. and Harry Norman Soden. 34 Harry NOI'man Soden died at the 

age of eleven on November 29, 1884. 35 

His third marriage was to Mrs. Sara Lockerman, the 

widow of NicilOles Lockerman, a wealthy farmer, who left 8 

valuable estate in Pike tm,mship west of Emporia. 1"11'. Soden 

and Mrs. Lockerman were married June 10, 1885 and she 

survived him in death in 1906. 36 Mrs. Sara Soden died on 

N ovembe l' 25, 1924, at the age of seventy-six. 37 

Justin Rosenthal Soden. It might be said that Justin 

Soden was born with a silver spoon in his mouth. His path 

for life had already been set. On August 4, 1870, Justin 

Rosenthal Soden was born to VJilli8.TIl T. and Jennie (Weaver) 

Soden in one of' the most beautiful, most spacious and comfortable 

33Ibid~, EmEoria Cazotte, August 16, 1906, November 5, 1942, 
June 27~57o 'rhe eXEict date of the sonls death c8.nnot be found 
nor can the .narne be found. All these newspaper clippin[;s report 
the facts of a birth and death, however omi tting ihe n3.'118 and 
dates of' both. 

34Emporia News, December 10, 1875 

35Gravesto=-:-H8P18WOOd Cemetery, Emporia, Kansas. rrhis 
stene is in the family plot with seven other head stones. They 
were helpful in securing dates of birth and death. 

36 
Emporia, Gazette, August 16, 1906 

37 
Gravestone, Maplewood Cemetery, ~mporia, Kansas. 
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homes in the Emporia area. 
) 

As a boy, young Soden's job was to help carry wheat 

to the second floor of his fathers mill to start it on the 

grinding process. At the age of fifteen, he went to Alton, 

Illinois, where he attended Western Military Academy for two 

years)9 The next year was spent in the Emporia National 

Bank which his father helped to orp;anize. In 1888 and 1889, 

he was a student at Poughkeepsie Hilitary Ac.ademy, Pough­

keepsie, New York. 4° 

William T. Soden made his decision to retire in 1899 

and in 1900 Justin R. Seden followed in the footsteps of his 

father as head of the Emporia Water Millso41 He had been 

a steady employee at the mill since returning from New York 

in 1089. 

On January 16, 1901, Justin Soden married Jennie Perley 

who survived him in death. 42 This marriage was blessed by 

tv/o children (a son and a d8.ughter), both of whom are still 

residing in Emporia. They are William and Margaret Soden. 

Jennie (Perley) Soden passed away on June 27, 1S-S9.43 

8
3 11 WhO ' s Who in Milling. 1I 'rhe Southwestern... Miller, 

October, 1922, Vol. 1, No. 35, pp.~ and 29. trhis article 
is a biographical sketch of Justin R. Soden. 

39It · " ilC.• 

40Ibid.
 

41Ibid.
 

42
Emporia Gazette, January 17, 1901 

43Emporia Gazette, June 27, 1959 
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One of Justin Socten's civic interests ~as the Emporia 

Country Club which he helped to organize. He served as one 

of the club's' first directors. 44 

Justin Rosenthal Soden died on November 28, 1924, after 

In illness and ~ar~lysis of about two months. 45 Like his 

.- .father, his life was dedicated to vl1e care and running of the 

Emporia vJater Hills. 

The Death of irlilliam T. 'soden. Six weeks before his 

death Mr. Soden had gone to Boulder, Colorado to spend the 

summer res ting in a sanitarium. He was never to see his 

Emporia home and enterprise again. The end came on Tuesday, 

August 14, 1906.46 

William Allen 1Jhite in four full columns of his paper 

expre s sed his dev otion t 0 ~'1r. Soden when he said, "Tuesday 

the one man living who typified most exactly the growth of 

Emporia was W. T. Soden. And today he is dead." 47 

~4Sout~~_esternHiller, lac. cit.
 

45Emporia Gazette, ~:ovember 29, 1924
 

46Emporia G~zette, August 16, 1906
 

47 Ibid • 
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CHAPTER IV 

Trill EMPORIA WATER MILLS 

'1'he Kansas famine was the term given to the drouth which 

all but drOve out the early pioneers from Kansas. It was 

reported that the earth was never wet more than two inches deep 

from the nineteenth of June, 1859, to the middle of November, 

1860. Two slight snows, which never concealed the ground, 

loccurred during the intervening winter. Crops during this 

period were a failure. Wheat was planted in the fall, and the 

frost of spring along with the slight winter snow induced the 

wheat to sprout, however it soon withered and died in the 

tremendous heat of the drouth. 2 

Another hazard which was always present at times of 

drouth was typhoid fever. It was this disease that caused 

the death in the family who first started the dam across the 

Cottonwood River. Late in the year of 1860, the surviving 

members of' the discouraged family returned to their Iowa 

homeland and left the unfinished dam to the next opportunist. 

1
Holloway, J.~., liThe Drouth of 1860,11 Heritage of 

Kansas, Neil Eyer, ed. (Department of English at Kansas 
State Teachers College of Emporia, 1957), Vol. 1, pp. 7-11. 

2 
Ibid. 
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The bed of the Cottonwood River was practically dry 

and a dam had been partially constructed across the river, 

ho~ever there ~as a great amount of work to be done before 

the dam could be completed. 

~ Dam and Water Rights. The foresight of William To 

Soden cannot be overlooked at this point. Especially at a 

time when people were picking up their worldly goods and 

leaving Kansas. Soden seized the opportunity before him, 

started steps toward the purchasing of property which ~ould 

enable him to finish the dam and purchased properties necessary 

for the control of the water rights. The right to build a 

dam and the land on which the mill was to be built, was 

recorded in three different deeds. His first step ~as to 

acquire the right to build a dam extend tng to the south side 

of the river. This right and easement was purchased from 

Mr. Curtis Hiatt and his wife on November 9, la60. 3 The 

dam was limited to a height of eight feet in the deed 

se cured from Mr. and f\irs. Hiatt. 'rhe purchase of two pieces 

of property was necessary on the north side of the river. 

The first deed was recorded on November 24, l860~ entitling 

3 . 
Deed Record, Lyon County Courthouse, Vol. C, p. 343. 

This deea-dOes not sho~ the amount that Soden had to pay to 
acquire this privilege. Mr. & Mrs. Hiatt acquired the deed 
on a patent deed from the United States Government. 

4Ibid ., p. 367. Mr. & Mrs. Sout~erland secured this 
piece of-Property on a ~arranty deed. 
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Soden to four and five hundredths acres. Ti:le purchase price 

was one hundred dollars paid to Mr. and Mrs. a.M. Southerland 

who were early Emporia pioneers. 'rhis deed had a boundary 

line on the south side which extended to the middle of the 

S
bed of the river, thus giving Mr. Soden riparian rights. It 

also limited the he ight of the dam, however to nine feet. 

Bill Soden built a very lovely home on this same piece of 

property several years later. 

After securing the necessary rights, easements, and 

properties, Soden began to enlarge and finish the dam. The 

river bottom se ttlers frequently ridiculed i,rHlliam Soden for 

building a dam in a dry river and one of the many questions 

facetiously put to him was; ll why donI t you build a dam on a 
I 

hill ?"O Others at Emporia Hnd alon9: the CottoD1tJood River 

thought Mr. Soden had gone crazy as they observed the zest that 

marked his work on the dam. Leavi!1g his Cllillp only to procure 

food and other supplies, Soden worked steadily on his project. 

Some of the skeptics were of assistance to him, either selling 

their water rights to him or aiding him in acquiring other 

water rights which he foresaw as being absolutely essential 

to the success of the project. 7 Soden finished the dam in 

5Riparian rights entitles the owner to -control and 
possession of the river bed. 

611hThol s Who in Hilling. 1I The South"Jestern Hiller, October 
1922, Vol. 1, No. 35, pp. 21 and 
phical sketch of Justin R. Soden 

29. This articlelsabiogra­

7
Ibid. 
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April, 1861. The second piece of property on the north side 

of the river was not purchased until November 25, 1864. This 

deed entitled Soden to seven acres along the river, adding 

to his water rights o The purchase price amounted to two 

hundred and fifty dollars paid to Mr. George H. Wlakero 9 

Soden Versus t.he City of Emporia. Nineteen years later, 

in 1881, Soden's \-.later rights became the subject of litiga­

tion between the city of Emporia and himself. In 1880 the 

city of Emporia constructed a system of water works for the 

purpose of supplying the citizens with water for domestic 

use, for e~tinguishing fires, and for manufacturing purposes. 

Tn so doing, the city purchased a tract of land, adjacent to 

Soden's on the banks of the mill pond above the dam, dug a 

well twenty feet in diameter, and twenty-six feet in depth, 

on the city's land, and approximately eighty feet from the 

10
bank of the pond. The city also sank one pipe into the 

well and &noLher pipe extended directly into the mill pond. Mr o 

Soden filed for an injunction against the city which was finally 

ll
uppealed to the Kansas State Supreme Court for final decision. 

8Emporia News, May 14, 1861. 

9Deed Record, Lyon County Courthouse, Vol. F, p. 225. 
Mr. v!'8:'I1{8r first secured his deed from Mr. & }'1rs 0 o. M. Souther­
land at the dame time Soden secured his deed from the Souther­
lands. 'rhis was another warranty deed. 

10
Kansas Supreme Court, Reports of Cases Argued ~ 

Determined in the Supreme Court of ~. ~tate of ~ans8s, January 
Te I'm, 1881,tTopeka: Kansas S tf:.. te Prlnt.lng Plant, 1887)
vaT:" XXV, po 410. 

11Ib id. 
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The reasons for this injunction were based on Soden's 

riparian rights and the fact that (lis mill was pm-Jered strictly 

by water. At times during the year the water in the mill pond 

became so Im~ that any water taken from the pond by the City 

would cause Soden to suspend operations. 

The district court passed judgement in favor of Soden, 

however the city of Emporia appealed the decision to the 

Kansas Supreme Court. During the January term of 1881, the 

State Supreme Court sustained the District Court's decision 

and concluded ~hat before the city could destroy or diminish 
12 

the water pm-Jer of Soden, it (the city) must make compensation. 

The city thereCore paid r\~r. Soden a compensation of one hundred 

dollars a month until lSB7 when the water plant was moved 

from the Cottonwood to the Neosho River. 13 During the July 

term of 11381, the city petitioned for a rehearing in the Kansas 

Supreme Court. The motion for the rehearing was overruledo 14 

The Mill Construction. After the dam was finished, 

early in the year of 1~61, Soden began fulfilling his plans 

for the building of the Emporia enterprise. The original 

12Ibid • 

13Emporia Gaze!te, November:;, 1942.
 

ll_l.

l\ansas ~~ Court I Repo~ts of Cases Argued and 

Determined in the ~upreme Court of the State of Kansas, July 
Term, IbSl,-rTopeka: Kansas State Printing Plant, 1087), 
Vol. XXVI, p. [-\-92. 
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plans for the first building were designed by Mr. Soden 

anticipating a two and ene-half story building with three 

1Sdifferent storaGe areas. The finished building was constructed 

with thre~ types of construction method. A stone foundation 

nineteen feet ~,igh and two and one-half feet thick was the 

first building process, started in May, 1861. 16 This stone 

foundation was built high enough to serve as walls for the 

first floor level. The second construction method was the 

17 use of brick around the central part of the building. Native 

walnut lumber comprised most of the timbers on the third level, 

fastened together with wooden pegs which were later sU0ple­

18mented with square shaped iron nails. In addition to walnut, 

some other native lumbers were used such as, elm and sycamore. 

Meny of these native timbers had signs and marks from the axe 

of the woodsman who tri:mned the walnut girders. 19 "'leather 

boarding of the original building was one-half inch thick walnut 

and when the building was finally torn down, the weather board­

20ing still looked new al'ter the surface was planed off. One 

anecdote on the early construction of the Soden Water Mills 

is that W. T. Soden had no cash to buy glass for the windows. 

15 
\'I:Llli81l1 T. Soden Notebook, 00. cit.____0__ -..L 

16Andreas, A. T., Historx. of the State of. l\ansa~,(Chicago: 
A. J. Cox and Company, Binders, m8J'"); p. 051. 

17~~mporia Gazette, November 5 , 1942 

18Ib id • 

19Ibid • 

20 Ibid • 
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CustomBuck Wheat Merchant 

bulkbulkBulk 

FIGURE 5 

This figure represents the plan for the original 

mill found in the W. T. Soden Notebook. 



FIGU~~ 6 
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T~is figure 1s a re~roduction of a painting showing the 

front of Soden's Millo 
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An Emporia pioneer merchant refused to sell him a single pane 

without "money on the barrel bead. 1I Years later the distrust­

ing merchant joined a church and asked to be baptized in the 

mill pond. Soden rememberine; the glass deal, and his "water 

rights" declined to permit the baptizing in the mill pond and 

21 
the service took place in the shallow water below the dam. 

The Fan Mill. The second building to be constructed 

was a two story brick structure houstng a fan mill. This 

bUilding was completed in May, 1865, and was built adjacently 

22
east of the first building. Toe fan mill was a convenience 

provided by Mr. Soden to his early patrons who cleaned their 

wheat with the fan thereby hastening the final delivery of the 

farmer's grist. 

After the tornado in 1878, part of the mill had to be 

rebuilt and Soden therefore took advantage of the situation 

to increase the size of the mill. The fan mill and the 

original bUilding which housed the Emporia Water Mills were 

combined and the hei2ht of the new building was increased 

to five floor levels which included an elevator:""' Until the 

mill was torn dm'ln end the remaind'?-r burned in a fire, there 

we re reminders of trc f ac t the t l,I'J=) mi 11 vJas ere c ted when 

21 
Irid. 

22S~U1\..:est~ f'liller, lac. cit. 

23 
Emporia Gazette, November 5, 19~2. 
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FIGURE 7 

This photograph shows the separate building which 

housed the fan mill. The furniture factory can be 

seen in the backGround between the two buildings. 
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Lyon County was sparsely settled and Hhen horses and not 

trucks and motor oars were used for transportation. These 

reminders ,,:ere two injunctions which read, II no shoeting here ll 

and " no hitching to trees." 24 

The milling machinery that was placed in the original 

building was ordered and transported to Emporia by covered 

wagon from the Western }lanufacturing Company at Leavenworth, 

25
Kansas. This company also furnished the roller equipment 

and replacement parts when Justin R. Soden had the mill 

26
completely reconditioned in 1900. 

In 1879, the nQ~ber of water wheels was increased to 

seven, to power six buhrstones, with a daily capacity of 

~pproximately 1200 bushels. 
27 

Each one of the wheels were 

rated at one hundred horsepower and at the peak of business 

four wheels were used to operate the buhrstones and two 

28wheels ~ere used to operate the elevator. One wheel was 

used only as auxiliary power. 

24So11Un.Jestern Miller, loco cit.
 

25Emporia Gazette, November 5, 1942
 

26South~estern Miller, loco cit.

27	 . - --- ­

Andreas, A. T., loco cit.
 
28
 

Ibid.
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Open for Bus5.nesso William '1'. Soden officially adver­

tised and opened for busjness in June, 1862, operating only on 

29 
a daylight bas:l.s. The mill ran on the daylight basis until 

Justin R. Soden took the helm in 1900 .. \'lith only one run of 

buhrs and one ~heel rated at one hundred horsepower, the capacity 

output of th.e mill ~as approximately t~o hundred bushels per 

0day.3 The first money that Mr. Soden received ~as a fifty cent 

coin dated 1858, which he took in exchange for one hundred pounds 

of bran)l Mr. Soden put away this coin in a -rJallet made from 

the skin of a deer shot in the vicinity of Emporia, along with 

n~her coins, inc]uding half dimes, that represented the initial 

income of the mill. Justin 8. 0 Soden would oft.en d:i.splay this 

32wallet and coins with great prids .. 

The purpose of Soden's Water Mills was to serve the pione­

ers in the surrounding area as a "custom" mille,33 Advert:i.sing 

for W. T. Soden amounted to a few ads placed in the local Emporia 

':t4 
newspapers and kind words passed along by his early customers .. ' 

that the 
to 

29EmEoria. News, June 211, 
Emporia Water }1ills 

conduct business. 

1862. 
have bee

An 
n c

ad in this 
ompleted ap-d 

paper 
are 

sta.tes 
ready 

30South~estern Hiller, loco cit. 

3~b:i.d. 

3;bid. 

3~l12Poria Gazette, August 16, 1906, November 5, 1942, 
June 27, 19590 See Chapter II, page 7, herein .. 

3~mporia News, February 14, 1868, Em!oria Republican, 
May 7, l8d), Emporra D~ocrat, Au~st ~4, ;887, Emyoria gazette, 
August 8, 1893, Emporia fimes, Aprll 2~, 10950 Al these 
papers carry an ad ~hich ~as characteristic of the type of 
Soden's advertising policy. 



47 

The surrounding area provided Soden with enough business for 

the capacity of his mill and advertising was carried on at 

a minimum. One of Justin R. Soden's first changes, when he 

took over in 1900, was to advertise on a larger scale, placing 

. 1 . - f' t' t ' ~c;a d s ln severa ~acazlnes ana papers 0 ne raae.-­

During the Civil War when the Emporia and Lyon County 

men left to join the army, 1"11'. Soden told the men to send their 

wives to the mill for flour which he furnished them with~t 

charge. 36 During the years to come the original smal] mill 

was greatly enlarged and remodeled and new installations 

increased its capacity. 

Charhcteristic of the early millers, William Soden kept 

very few records and those that he did keep were lacking in 

signs of good bookkeeping. In the pages of a small five inch 

by seven inch notebook, W. T. Soden logGed in, very briefly, 

the business of the mill for four years; 1874, 1875, 1876, 

and 1877. On the page marked 1874, .Jr. Soden recorded that 

he purchased a total amount of grain representing $17,672.65. 37 

On the same page the figure "23,222.87 was entered as the amount 

38sold, making a total profit "5,556.22 for the year. 

35Southwestern Miller, 2£. cit., p. 36, October 31, 1922 
p. 33, The Hillers Almanac, (published by The Northwestern Miller, 
1924), p. 21+1. 'rhe ads in these periodicals aY'e s8...1J1ples of 
Justin Soden's type of advertising. 

36Emloria Gazette, August 16, 1906, November 5, 1942, 
June 27, 9~9. 

37Wi11iam T. Soden Notebook, ~. cit. 

38Ibid. 
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For the year 1875 tbe figure of ~i)lLt, 998.03 was logged 8.S the 

amount bought and ~~1.5,592.98 represented the amount ~01d.39 

'Ehe amount of tzrnin bour.::bt in 1876 was entered as ~};9 ,)-1-97 .88 

with $16,243.70 as the amount of grain sold. A profit for 

1876 was logged as $8,045.82.40 A balance on hand of ~25,OOO 

was also listed on this page. Mr. Soden listed a net profit 

of $7,396.81 for the year 1877. lhe money, exchanges, or 

credits for the year 1877 represented $19,974.18. The debits 

A..for the same year amounted to ~1)17 ,977 .37 and Soden entered a 

balance on hand of $45,000. 41 

As the exclusive grist business of the mill gradually 

changed, Bi 11 Soden adopte d "x..XXX" and "Eagle" brands for 

the flour that he sold at the mill. 42 The brand "Five Roses" 

was later copyrighted by J. R. Soden after becoming the head 

of the mill. it3 

Although William T. Soden had a meager and poor start 

in the business of milling, he proved his ability as a busines­

sman. At the time of his death in 1906, W. T. Soden had one 

of the best credit ratings in Lyon County which was said to 

be well over $350,000. 44 

39Ibid • No profit was noted on this page.
1-­
40Ibid.
 

41I~id. No way of kn01.,;ing the way these figures were derived
 

42
S au thwe s te rn 1'1111(3 r, l-~. C l "t • 

43 Ibid ., pp. 29 and 36. ' An ad is located on page 36. 

44;:;:ria Gazette, August 16, 1906 
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Hard Winter Whe8t. hen bernhard W8rkentin began to 

introduce Turl{ey wheat into Kansas, Bill Seden received some 

of the ori~inal two hundred and twenty pound sacks of seed 

imported from the Crimea. 45 Mr. Soden and the others who 

received the seed encouraged the farmers to plant this new 

wheat because it was adapted to the long, cool grov,ling season, 

and \-J8.rm dry harvest period characteristic of the central and 

western portion of the state. Also this new wheat could 

stand extremes of beat and cold and could grow with less 

rainfall than the soft wheat that the early settlers first 

raised. When farmers began to sell wheat commercially, 

Soden made two-bushel sacks in the mill and purchased some 

that cost sixty cents each.46 The sacks were dated and 

numbered and loaned to fa.rmers for them to bring their grain 

to the mill in an easy to handle size. 

Soden's Grove. When the mill was erected, the territory
j 

around Emporia wa.s populated largely by Indians and Quakers.l~7 

This population was the clientele served by Soden's mill. 

45Southt,.,J8stern Hiller, loco cit., Emporia Gazette, 
ovember 5, 1942. There was no amount Riven as to how much 

Soden received. 

46Soutilwestern l"1iller, loco cit. 

47Ib1d ., Emporia Centennial Booklet, ~. cit., pp. tj.6-47. 
:!:nte rview, !'lr. Orv ilIa Hos her, Lyon County :'-1u s eum, Augu s t 4, 195< 
vJhen the 'I'm.m Company founded Emporia in 11357, there ",'ere two 
Indian tribes in the county; t~l.e Sac and:"ox who !Tloved from the 
Co'mty in 1868, and the l\8.1:J tribe which left the county in 1873 
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FIGURE 8
 

This photograph depicts the covered wa[.ons in Soden's 

Grove waiting for grist to be grcund. 
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Many of the people came with ox tefu~s from points as distant 
Li 8 

as one hundred miles to patronize the mill. . A great number 

of the patrons believed that September and Harch were the only 

months in the year in which to grind their Grain and when the 

moon was I r iGht" to keep the flour and meal from spoiling.49 

To provide travelers awaiting turns for grist products 

of the Inill, a camping ground was necessary. Early in 1865, 

Mr. Soden started plans for purchasing two tracts of land 

directly east of the first mill property. These tracts of 

land were separated from the o~iginal property by a road 

extending southward from Commercial street to the mill and to 

the Cottonwood River. On April 10, 1865, Soden made his first 

purchase leading to his purpose of providing a camp ground. 

Mr. Soden, on that day, recorded a deed entitling him to ten 

acres of land for which he paid two hundred dollars.50 This 

lEl.nd was pur~hased from :vir. 1e igh r-1cClung. A se cond deed 

for twenty acres of land for a price of four hundred dollars 

was purchased from Soloman G•.Bro~m and his Hire on April 28, 

1865. 51 This thirty acres of land was to be known, as lt is 

today, as Soden's Grove. After acquiring the grove Mr. Soden 

LiSE . , ..Jmporla Gazette, November 5, 1942
 

49_

lbid.
 

50D
aeQ neeor, Lyon County Courthouse, Vol. F,." d p. 4550 
51 

Ibid., p. 603 
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took great patns to make the life of the c8_mper more comfortable\) 

One of hts ftrst projects was to plant and tre.nsplant more 

walnut trees052 The second project in the grove was the build­

ing of three log cabtns for the campers in times of bad weather. 

Many of the Indians who came for grist slept in tepees and 

often sheltered their animals in the three log cabina in the 

grove053 On many occasions Mr. Soden allowed the city of 

Emporia to use the grove as a park and without charge. There 

were times when he asked the city council to provide the park 

wi th a policeman to prevent rowdyism and the council would 

often fail to answer his request, therefore he had to hire 

the policeman himself.54 

On July 5, 1880, General and Mrs. Ulysses So Grant, 

on a tour of the West a few years after his two terms as 

President, visited Emporia, and made an address at Soden's 

Grove 0 
55 

Grant was only one of many who have been attractions 

in the grove. 

At the spring election in 1890, the city voted to 

56install a sewer system. The matter of planning the system 

52
Emporia Gazette, November 5, 1942. 

53 Ibid .; Southwestern ~iller, loco cit. 

54Ib id 0 

55French, Laura, Histor¥ oZ EmEoria ~ f~o~ ~2unty, 
(Emporia: Emporia Gazet te Prlnt, 192'9), po j",. 

56
Ibid., po 63. 
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was put into the hands of the city council. The council 

planned that the system of sewerage wrnlld be conducted into 

and carried off by one large sewer extending southward from 

the corporate limits of the city through the property immediately 

east of Soden's Grove. The dumping ground for the system was 

the north edge of the Cottonwood River bed D 

After the sewerage system was completed, Mr. Soden 

brought suit against the city to restrain from dumping into 

the river-bed. Soden's case stated that the area for dumping 

was a place of 101.-.1 water, particularly when the mill was shut 

down at night or for repalrs and at many times there was no 

current to carry the waste awayo This caused the sewerage to 

accumulate, fester, poison the air and breed disease, rendering 

the ent ire premis es noxious, unwholes orne and unhe al thy, there­

fore a nuisance to Soden and his propertyo57 

On March U t , 1898, the Lyon County District Court 

passed an opinion in favor of the city stating that Soden's 

S8 
case did not present a cause of actioDo The decision of 

the court was appealed and the Kansas Court of Appeals 

59
affirmed the lower court's decision in July, 1898.

. 
57Kansas Court of Appeals, Reports of Cases Decided in 

the. Courts of Appeals of the state of Kansas, 18'98, (Topeka: 
Kansas State Printing Plant, 1899), Vol. VII, ppo 583-5940 

58Ibid. 

59Ibid • 
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Soden's Grove rem8.ined in the possession of the family 

until Mrs. Justin R. Soden sold the entire property to the 

city on May 25, 1943, for a total price of $13,000. 60 

The Soden Home. At the foot of Co,Lmerc ial S tree t on 

the west side, there is a two story Victorian mansion, built 

61
in 1870 and 1871 by William T. SOden. Built with brick 

walls broken by bay-windows and an irregular out-thrust cornice, 

the house "Was one of the mas t modern home s in Lyon County. 62 

This home was later the residence of Justin R. Soden. 

Soden's Bridge. In the general election of 1867, the 

people of Lyon County voted on the erection of three bridges. 

One of thc~e bridges \>Jas to be built across the Cottonwood 

63River just below th.e Soden dam. After the site had been 

finally chosen, Mr. Soden let the county commissioners build 

the bridge and open the road"Way through his land without 

charge. 64 The first structure was an iron and steel frame 

60Kansas 4Gty Times, May 25, 1943, Kansas City Star, 
December 4, 19. 

61
Federal Writer1s Project, Kansas( A Guide to the 

Sunflower State, (New York: Hastings House, 1939),-P.-r38 o 

62Ibid •
 
63-­

French, £E. cit., p. 267.
 

61~ Ibid. ; Emporia Ga~ette, June 27, 1957 
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FIGURE 9 

This photograph taken after 1878 and before 1923 shows 

the iron and steel bridge built in 18670 
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NEW CEMENT BRIDGE, SODEN'S MILL & DAM EMPORIA, KANSAS, 

FIGURE ~O
 

The photograph stows tte cerrent ~ridge huilt in 1923
 

replacing the iron and steel structureo
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bridge which was later moved to span the Neosho near the 

present Emporia Water Works. This bridge is still in exis­

tance and is nm, known as the water-works bridge. 'l'he present 

Soden's briige, a cement structure, was built in 1923 to 

replace the iron and steel ~rossing.6S 

1900 and Justin ~. Soden. William T. Soden retired 

in November 1899 and his son, trained from boyhood, was the 

lOGical and only qualified Soden to step into command. Justin 

R. Soden ran the mill for a brief twenty four years, however 

during that span of years, Sodents mill took on a new face. 

Tn the first year after J. R. Soden relieved his father of the 

mill duties,three distinct chanE;es took place. For the first 

time since the mill was built, the operation of the establish­

ment went on a round the clock schedule. The next change was 

a complete renovation of the roller machinery which W. To 

Soden installed in 1878. T~e replacement machinery was also 

purchased from the vJesternManufscturing at Leavenworth, 

66
Kansas. The third and last change made by young Soden was 

a change of brands. The "XX:XX" and "Eagle" brands were discarded 

and replaced by the "Five Roses" brand. 67 The exchange basis 

6SFrench, on. cit., p. 119.
66 ~ -- ­

Southwestern Miller, loc. c it.
 

67lbid.
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for the 

brand for 

Soden's 

because of 

operate 

The 

leased the 

Mr. Lloyd F. 

new flour "las t~'1irty tHO pounds of the "Five Roses" 

each bushel of sixty pound, number one wheat. 68 

mill shut down after the Septemter business of 1924 

the illness of Justin Soden and it 'IN as never to 

again under Soden direction. 69 

Final End. In 1941, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Alderson 

old Soden mill and associated themselves with 

Anderson to manufacture a flour known as 

"A & A" brand. Their association was short lived and unsuc­

cessful in the production of flour. Mr. & Mrs. Alderson 

abandoned the mill later in the same year and moved to Topeka, 

Kansas. 70 

On November 4, 19L+2, 'oJorkmen started razing much of 

the old mill. 71 The jub was never fully completed. On 

December ), 1944 a fire destroyed the remaining elements of 

the Soden Mill. 72 

Soden's Grove and the Soden d~n, now owned by the city 

of Emporia, are all that remain of the enterprise developed 

a century ago, however Soden lore and tr1e Soden name will live 

many y·sars. 

68 Ibid •
 
69-­

Emporia Gazette, November 5, 1942
 

70Ibid. 
71	 --'
 

Ibid.
 

27	 Ib id. 
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SUVlMARY 

Restatement. Irish born William ~ Soden came to 

Ameriea witl1 his parents at the age of one. His early years 

were spent in New York state, "'Jorking in the logging Cfu'llpS, 

and flouring and grist mills. Leaving home at the age of 

twenty-one, W. T. Soden headed west with his total savings 

of 03,000 sewed in a belt which he wore around his waist. 

~he 1~ in ~e r of 1856 and 10;; 7 was spent in Iowa bef ore he 

decided to travel further ..Jest. Joining with three companions 

(~e traveled as far as Cottom-!ood Falls where he 3uspicioned 

that one of his companions was trying to rob him. Soden 

turned back towards Emporia and proceeded as far as the Haworth 

Mill, two miles south of Plymouth on the Cottonwood River. 

W. T. Soden spent three years at the HaI-Jorth 1'1ill, invested 

his $3,000 in a partnership with Joel Haworth and finally 

purchased the entire mill wilen Haworth decided to try farming. 

The Haworth Mill burned in 1862 and Soden lost his invest-

mente 

In the year 1859, a family from Iowa settled on the 

banks of the Cottonwood River directly south of Emporia. 

Soon afterward the family started a dam across the river but 

before its completion, Lhe father of the family became ill and 

died with typhoid fever. 
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Seeing the opportuni ty of having a dam across the 

river at Emporia Soden purchased the properties necessary to 

finish the dam and to control the ~ater rights. WithsLanding 

the "Kansas famine" and ridicule from his skeptj_c friends, 

he completed the drun in 1861 and immediately started building 

the Emporia Water Mills. 

1he years of 1860, 1861, and 1862 were filled with 

happiness, excitement, and sadness for William T. Soden. In 

1860, he married for the first time only to be saddened by 

the death of his wife and a son less than a year later. In 

1862, W. T. Soden bad a major part in the county seat war in 

which the records were taken from Americus and brought to 

Emporia. The year 1862 also marked the beginning of Soden's 

Mill which operated for sixty two years under Soden management. 

In that sixty two years, very few changes were made in 

the operation of the mill, ho~ever several additions were 

made to improve the condi tions for the customer and to hasten 

the delivery of the mill products. In 1865 Mr. Soden built 

a fan mill for the convenience of his customers and after the 

tornado of 1878, the fan mill and the origins.l Emporia Water 

Mills were ccmbined into one building. At the peak of the 

business years the mill structure reached a height of five 

stories. Some of Soden's customers had to take as much as one 

month to come to the mill and have tbeir grist ground. They 

often hud to come a distance of one hundred miles to the mill 
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and there was a place needed for the farmers &nd Indians to 

camp. Another addition for the customer's convenience ti1ere­

fore was the "purchase of thirty acres of land which became 

the Soden's Grove of today. 

\'Hlliam 'r. Soden retired from the milling business in 

1900, however before his retirement, he played an important 

role as a civic leader in the building and growth of Emporia. 

Probably his most important contribution to the city of Emporia 

was the founding of the Emporia Banking and Savings Association 

which v-!as later chartered as the Emporia National Bank, the 

first tank in the city. Several of W. T. Soden's other activi­

ties included the designing of the Emporia Gas Works, the 

builcing of a hotel, the investment in several business build­

ip-gs, and a partnership in the Arnold Furniture Factory. 

In 1868, Mr. Soden married for the second time and 

this marriage was blessed with three children: Mrs. Hallie 

B. Soden-Laws, Justin R. and Harry Norman Soden. W. T. Soden's 

second wife died in December, 1875. 

William Soden was married for a third time in June, 1885, 

and his third wife survived hirr. in death in August, 1906. 

Justin Rosenthal Soden relieved his father of his mill 

duties in 1900 managing the mill until his death in lS24. 

Like his father, J.R. Soden dedicated his life to the progres­

si ve ci ty and the operB.tion of his Emporia Water Mills. 



Justin Soden was one of the founders of the Emporj.a Country 

Club and served as one of its first directors. Justin R. 

Soden murried Jennie Perley in January, 1901 and their marriage 

'ylas blessed wi th two children: William and Margaret Soden. 

The death of Justin Rosenthal Soden marked the end of operations 

for the Soden Mill under Soden manasement. 

1'..;0 different families co-operated in the operation of 

the mill in 1941, producing "A & All brand flour, hO\·Jever the 

partnership was unsuccessful and the mill was closed for the 

last time. 

In 1943, l\lrs. Justin R. Soden sold the ]'v11ll, dam, and 

Soden's Grove to the city for 013,000. 

In 1946, the city of Emporia sold the dam to a man 

who intended to remov? it from the bed of the river. Under 

a protest from the county who claimed that the removal of 

the dam would weaken the abuttments of the bridge l,..Jhich 

crossed the river at that point, the man failed to remove 

the dam. It should be noted that the gentleman paid the 

city a price of $300 for the d8JIl. Later in 1946, the city 

was suffering from a lack of water because of a drouth and 

Emporia again bought the Soden d for a price of $6,000. 

Soden l~re will live for many years in the Emporia 

area. any camel-as have been pointed tm,)ards the mill, 

towards the dam, and in all directions around Soden's Grove. 
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Seden's dam is still one of the: best fishi spots around the 

Emporia area. Today in Soden's Grove, many children enjoy 

themselves riding a train provided by the city or playing 

baseball on the ball diamond. The name of Soden is as familiar 

as it was a century ago. 

Contribution of this thesis. Material relevant to 

Soden's Emporia Water Mills is scattered and the quantity 

is limited. The contributions of William T. Soden and his 

mill should not be forgotten. This pioneer mill played an 

important part in the development of a town, a county, and 

a state, therefore it is equally important that the history 

of this rran and his mill be preserved. Integrating the 

materi~ls available into this history has been the contribu­

tion of this thesis. 
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volume may be found in the Kans8.s S ta te [J is tori cal 
Society Library, Topeka, Kansas. 
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Seiler, William H. Industry ~nd Mining in Kansas: The 
Firs~ Century. John D. Bright, ed. Vol. II. New 
York: Lewis Historical Publishing Company, 1956. 

'rhis chapter gives information concerning the number 
of mills in the state around 1860 ane gives the 
average capital investments of the mills. This 
volume may be found in the Kansas section of the 
Emporia City Library. 

C. RECORDS 

Deed Record, Lyon County Courthouse, Vol. C. p. 343. 

Soden's first deed for obtaining water rights is 
filed herein. This deed is filed in the office 
Register of Deeds, Lyon County Courthouse, Emporia, 
Kansas. 

Deed Record, Lyon County Courthouse, Vol. C. p. 367. 

On this page a deed is recorded entitling Soden 
to four and five hundredths acres on the north 
side of the river. This deed is filed in the 
office Register of D2eds, Lyon County Courthouse, 
Emporia, Kansas. 

Deed Record, Lyon County Courthouse, Vol. F. p. 225. 

This is a recording of Soden's second purchase of 
land on the north side of the Cottonwood River. 
'l'his deed is filed in the office Register of Deeds, 
Lyon County Courthouse, Emporia, Kansas 

Deed Record, Lyon County Courthouse, Vol. F. p. 455. 

'fhis deed entitles Soden to ten ac.res of land, 
the first purchase of Soden l s grove. This deed 
is filed in the office Register of Deeds, Lyon 
County Courthouse, Emporia, Kansas. 



68
 

Deed Record, Lyon County Gourthouse, Vol. F. p. 603. 

On this paGe is record8d a deed to twenty acres of 
land, the second purchase of Soden's grove. This 
deed is filed in the office Register of Deeds, Lyon 
County	 Courthouse, Emporia, Kansas. 

D. PUFLI CATI eNS OF GOVERNHENT 

Kansas	 Court of Appeals, Reports of Cases Decided in the 
Courts of Appeals of the State of Kansas, Ib98, VII. 
Topeka: Kanses State Printing Plant, Ib99. 

In this volume is an account of the litigation in 
which William Soden attempted to place an injunction 
against the city of Emporia to stop the dumping of 
se-werage in the Cottonwood River. This volume is 
located in the Kansas State Library, Topeka. 

Kansas	 State Board of Agriculture, r-'Iarketing Kansas \1heat. 
Kansas Wheat Con~ission. Topeka: ~tate Printing 
Plent, 1959. 

This booklet given an excellent account of the 
Mennonite settlement and of the wheat they brought 
to Kansas. The importation of the Turkey wheat 
by Warkentin is also covered. This booklet was 
borrowed from Dr. William H. Seiler, Kansas State 
Teachers College, Emporia, Kansas. 

Kansas	 Supreme Court. Reports of Cases Argued and Determined 
~ the Supreme Court of the State of Kansas, January 
'1 erm, 1881. x.xv. 'rope ka: Kans as S ta te Print ing 
Plan t ,l1ffi7 . 

This volume contains an account of litigation in 
which Soden obtained an injunction abainst the city 
of Emporia restraining the city from taking \-Jater 
from the mill pond. The court declared that the city 
must also pay Soden some compensation for v.Jater 
taken from the mill pond. This volume is located 
in the Kansas State Library, Topeka. 
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Kansas	 Supreme Court. Reports of Cases Argued ~nd Determined 
Inn the Supreme Court of the ~)tate of 'Kansas, July 'l'erm, 
lBol. XXVI. Topeka: Kansas State Printing Plant, 
lb87. 

This volume contains a request by the city of Emporia 
for a rehearing on the case against W. T. Soden and 
his water rights. This volume is located in the 
Kansas	 State Library, Topeka. 

E. PTJBLICATIONS OF COLLEGES 

Holloway, J. No, llThe Drouth of 1860 1l 
• Heritage of Kansas. 

Neil Pyer, ed. Vol. I. Department of English at 
Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia, 1957. 

This publication gives an excellent description of 
the drouth which dried up the river beds, cracked 
the earth, and drove many of the early settlers 
away from Kansas. This publication may be found in 
the William Allen White Library at Kansas State 
Teachers College, Emporia, Kansas. 

F. PERI ODT CALS 

Millers Almanac, A publication of the North~Jestern Miller, 
1925. ----- ­

This book contains a·sample of the type of advertis­
ing used by Justin R. Soden. This book may be found 
in the Kansas State Historical Society Library, 
Topeka, Kansas • 

• ' lIHho's Who in Milling. 1I (E. biographical 
sket-,ch), 'J.'tLe Southwestern Miller, I, October, 1922. 
pp.21 and 29. . 

'This article is a' biof,raphlcal sketch of Justin R. 
Soden which also gives a good history of the mill 
and William T. Soden. Included in the article are 
the different brands used by J. R. Soden and his 
father. On page 36 is a sample ad used for the 
"F i ve Rose s 11 fiour. Thl s book was b orrovJed from 
Miss Marg~ret Soden, Emporia, Kansas 
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G. UNPUBLISl-lED :-1ATERIJ~LS 

F'i s he r, Paul M. "His tory and De ve lopmen t of the Plour 
Milling Industry in Kansas, II Unpublished ~1asterl s 
thesis, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, 1939. 

Chapter V contains a fine discussion of the milling­
in-transit privilege offered to the Kansas millers 
by the different railroads. ~his thesis is located 
in the University of Pennsylvania Library at Phila­
delphia. 

John~,	 Vernon o. lIDevelopment of the Flour Hill::i.ng Industry 
in Ka.nsas, II Unpublished 1\1aster' s thesis, Universi ty 
of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 1926. 

Johns' study gives a cO:llplete description of the 
early mills before 1860 and the growth of milliDg 
between 1860 and 1874. Chapter VIII is a study 
of the industry since 1900. This thesis is located 
in the University of Kansas Library, Lawrence, Kansas. 

1:Jilliam T. Soden Notebook. 

This notebook is now the treasured posbession of 
Miss Margaret Soden. Herein are found rour pages 
containing figures representing four years of 
business at the mill. A good example of the way 
in which W. T. Soden kept records. Within this 
notebook w~s a plan that ~r. Soden made of the 
first Emporia Water Mills. This notebook also 
gives evidence that William Soden a t one time had 
to buy supplies for a grocery store that he either 
owned or operated. 

H. NE1.VSPAP~RS 

Emporia Democrat, August 24, 1887 

This paper carries an ad which was typical of 
W. T. Soden's policy of advertising. This clip­
ping is on micro-film and may be found at the 
Emporia City Library. 
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Emporia Gazette, August 8, 1893. 

This paper carries an a d "Which was typical of 
W. T. Soden's policy of advertising. ~hi8 clip­
ping is on micro-film and m~y be found at the Emporia 
City Library. 

Emporia Gazette, January 17, 1901. 

This clipping reports the marriage of Justin R. 
Soden to Jennie Perley on January 16, 1901. This 
clipping is on micro-film and may be found at the 
Emporia City Library. 

Emporia Gazette, August 16, 1906. 

This article, written by William Allen White, was a 
complete history of William T. Soden and Soden's 
Mill. Four full columns were written as a memorative 
feature to W. T. Soden and his importance to the 
city of Emporia. This article tells of Soden's 
many civic activities and his experiences encountered 
when coming to Kansas and Emporia. His investment 
and interest in the Ha"Worth Mill is also related. 
This entire paper was borrowed from Miss Margaret 
Soden. 

~mporia Gazette, November 29, 1924. 

~his clipping announces the death of Justin R. Soden. 
This paper may be found in the Emporia City Library. 

Emporia Gazette, November 5, 19L2. 

The Gazette reports that an Emporia landmark is 
being torn down and the history of Soden's Mill 
is repeated. This paper is located in the Emporia 
City Library. 

Emporia Gazette, June 26, 1957 

This issue of the Gazette was written as part of the 
centennial celebratio!! for the city of Emporia. A 
feature story was again printed on Sodenfs Mill as 
a pioneer e~terprise. This story was based on the 
article written by Mr. vihite on August 16, 1906. 
This paper is located in the Emporia City Library and 
the writer borrowed a copy from Dr. C. Stewart 
Boertman, Social Sc:lence Department, Kansas State 
Teachers College at Emporia. 
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Emporia Gazette, June 26, 1959. 

This clipping reports the death of Jennie (Perley) 
Soden, mother of Miss Margaret Soden and William 
(Billie) Soden. This paper is located in the 
Emporia City Library. 

~ria News, May 19, 1860 

'l'his clipping reports the marriage of vJilli8m '1'. 
Soden to Miss Francis Jean McCormick on May 18, 
1860. This clipping is on micro-film and is loc~ted 
in the Emporia City Library. 

Smporia News, March 30, 1861 

This clipping reports the death of Mrs. Francis 
Jean (McCormick) Soden. Cause of death not given, 
however the article reports that she is survived by 
a son. No name was given for the son. This 
clipping is on micro-fiDn at the Emporia City 
Library. 

Emporia News, May 14, 1861. 

This clipping states that Bill Soden has finished 
his dam on the Cottonwood and has started laying 
the foundation for the Emporia Water Mills. ~his 
clipping is on micro-film located in the Emporia 
C1tS Library. 

Emporia News, June 21, 1862. 

An ad in this paper states that the Emporia Water 
Hills ht::;.ve been completed and are ready to conduct 
business. This ad is on micro-film at the Emporia 
City Library. 

Smporia Ne~, February 14, 1868. 

This paper carries an ad wbich was.typical of 
William Soden's policy of advertising. This 
clipping is on micro-f2lrr1 and may be found at 
the Emporia City Library. 



. .. 

73 

Emporia News, December 10, 1875. 

This clipping reports the death of Jennie (Weaver) 
Soden and is survived by three children: Mrs. Hallie 
B. Soden-Laws, Justin Rosenthal, and Harry Norman 
Soden. This clipping is on micro-film at the Emporia 
Ci ty Library. 

E~poria News, April 15, 1878. 

The tornado that destroyed the Arnold Furniture 
Factory and dc~aged Soden's Mill is reported in 
this clipping. This clipping is on micro-film 
at t he Emporia City Library. 

Emporia Republican, May 7, 1883. 

This paper carries an ad w~ich was typical of William 
Soden's policy of advertising. This clipping is 
on micro-film and may be found at the Emporia City 
Library. 

Rmporie Times, April 23, 1895. 
• 

This paper carries an ad which was typical of 
William Soden's policy of advertising. This 
clipping is on micro-film and may be found at the 
Emporia City Library. 

Kansas City Star, December 4, 1944. 

This clipping reports the fire which destroyed the 
remains of the Soden mill and also states 
that the city bought the property in 1942 from 
Mrs. Justin R. Soden. This clipping is located 
in the Kansas State Historical Society Library, 
Topeka, Kansas. 

Kansas City Time~, May 2), 1943 

This clipping reports the sale of the Soden Mill, 
da~ and grove to Lhe city for a total price of 
$13,000. This clipping is located in the Kansas 
State rlistorical Society Library, Topeka, Kansas. 

Topeka Dail~ Capitol, November 7, 1919. 

This is a feature story of the development of the 
millinG industry in Kansas. The introduction of 
rollar equipment and its first successful demonstra­
tion is included herein. This article may be located 
in the Kansas State Historical Socie.ty Library, 'ropeke,
Kansas. 
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I. PERS aNAL INTERVIEVJS 

Mosher, Orville, August 4, 1959 

.,1r. l''-:osher is di.rector of the Lyon County l/juseum 
and he was very helpful in explaining about the 
Ind1an tribes in Lyon County. 

Raynolds, Leroy W., June 27, 1960 

Mr. Raynolds, a prominent lawyer in Emporia, was 
very helpful in directing the writer of this study 
to answers relating to W. T. Soden's problems of 
1i t i [)3. t i on • 

Soden, Mar8aret, June 14, 1960 

This study COLJld not have been complete without 
the very hel~ful assislance of Miss Soden. She 
ans\·!ered many questions ccncernine; the d&..r.1, home, 
mill and grove. Miss Soden loaned the writ8r 
several of her priceless and treasured pOE sessions 
including newspapers, pictures and magazines. 




