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Colette does not ~ive the .......rAsalon 

of being a woman given to domestlcil;y. t 1 b 

written to presont that s or COlette, for it 1s in the 

area of the home and of roduced. her moat 

outstanding work. Too manv t olette s been read only 

su~ertlo1ally and for the limn to found in her 

itlngs. That r family lite and 

thorou~ly ap~roved of it ~. _on de-
Claud1ne" in Gl«l and "L" 
other storles. Her b1tt 

t 

d 

her 

in man}' 

disa~proval .1.llLUU.""y 

d. others ce 

of' honor ip nsu.a.l stories. 

ever did Colette other than the deepest 

feeling for children. T all vol1 cared for and had 

parents or grandpar devoted to them. That many 

of her characters sp SU220sted a form of 

domesticity. Colette' 8 1 s to be round in 

everyth she wrote. .u love for animals 

Colette hersalf r w1t t. Since It 

an1mals bro' t out the bost .ost 

of her characters wit 

sen o domesticity to her ori • w o recover 

1 

ive 1ng 



vii 

from the initial oel! of ttl8 orality to be found in her 

writings it is ot difficult to ieee toaether the fact that 

Colette toly bourJ(oois toward the 

family_ 



LIFE AND WORKS OF C 
• ~~_I ~~~~·-7~·_JO ( . 

~, 

Sidon!e Gabrielle Colette, the youngest or~r~, wal 

-

I 
~ 

born in 1873. 10 Satnt-Sauveur-en-Puisaye in Burgundy to 

JUles-JoeeDh Colette. ~ eocentric, debonair army caDtain ot 

the Zouaves and Mme Landoy Robineau who bad, been a dash 

parisian widow with two chil n. Colette'_ mother was 

tectionatelY oalled.81do. She was the daughter or a 

ealthy merchant zest for liv~, an unin-
hibited nature, and purple r nails, which indicated hi. 

ancestry. ~B.cau8e or hi th S1do had been rear 

others in Jules-Joseph. who had lost 

a 1 tnt or BaD01.on III,lnt 

a tax col-forced into 

lector. ot astute busines. , and the .t'inanc ial. 

status or the family became re meap;:er w1t b. 

After his defeat r t oftiee or• 

1ng 

1 

oin 

B1ll'9aundy. 

t in nature,- Colette' 8 

a 

child

time out-ot-doors 

the habits ot insecta. 

left Colette. Purina thi 

n, , viiI , d famil,. 
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were her entire world and it was 0 t always f1lled 

lth wander for her. 1 

The library Colette's h 1 t fund 

of r n found t) e1"US 1: 00· 

beyond her years. She was tlent with fairY stories and 

d to r the books ahe had noticed 81do or Jules

Jos8nh read .. T hool SaInt -SaUY-sur ve .Golette 

her only fo. 1 educatio~. 

r1al. Colett 

!nati
 

fore it ly moved to 111on-Coll
 

From her mother Colette pecalv
 d tic 

instincts, r love 0 that , er 

1rlt of lndeosndence, and, her:-:warm charity. ,sne llaa seen 

r m01:ner her home to stray dogf!. tramps. and nreJUlllnt 

irIs. Not ev could be destrove 

in Sido' s presenoe. 2 

Shortly atter t oved to .....n .... '·"'lor' IS h ,
 
$nry Gauthier-Villars cal
 notIced 

Colette , two rs later, c backt sr. 

immediate1 81lgllged 1nr orr to Paris .er 

(Phil 
z 

1935) , 
• 102. 

2.c olette fI•Claudine (Ferenczi, 
1922), p. 55. 

rentheses in the bo 

After 
10 the footnotes it will 
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romotlng t ubllcatl o lters. H 

U't could not write 

too lately different 

Ironment ena ··orld , 
the soohlstlcated world ,d 1 

nt ch t or be enter
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Colett always ire to wor in the music 

halls, so wlt ':freedom became a ;' T 

_. year Isned a-8 

back:l::tround f_or,' several !nR this 

p sorlbbled 11 

ry 1ncame .. 

te bo
 

~Ub ...ed1tor of
 ,UU_ ~'~".o.A&.-- e her beloT oth.er, 

S1do tte do 10uTe 1. Colette's 
" 

only chi~,..., take Sido' laoe. She• 
8 9:1ven on r Colette' 8 nick':'i:.iames. tb.at of l;.;.aazou.
 

the First
 ~ganlzod a 

hospital to Verdun to soe 

Jouvenal. ted' 1n t>.011t1cs, 

t t Co to hi or thinking and 

n h& toost ain 

ceQ with a 

ot letters, 

now out CWl.UgLng 

y of 11 e Colette 

bed 

oduct1ve rlod. 

hile her boo 

rticles f neW8j)at>er d at the 8 te, 



•. 1 1s
,0':' 





7
 

for th t It t 

a 

: 

11, ..22 ~. ,-'0". 6. 





9 e, is&mod1, 25 ~11e t, 'P.. 1 .. 
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1 when~-=l!Ib.e~m!n~iolled 

.... ,. ..........~~ .... .J ........... "' ...........t h~r readers wet- al~eadl
• 
ith the various 8tyl~s"C~r[at'ohiteotureand 'that 

cldate on BUOn a well.known, sUbjeot. HOY. 

ever~ t:nere are three d18·t1n()t·:tYP~8 ot housing to be found 

, that of·,~tbe,·apar..tment houae, tb.e .ramil 

or ~ne villa tor the more affluent, 

lUftl11Y' 
6dttGur, Paris 

• 150. 
,,
-~o Ferencz!, Yo 

e MaOMilL 
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."

d been remodeled with such thin walls that conversatioDS 

could be heard: fiom one apartment t'o'-th 

the only reference to a 

new ed1I"1.ee. ,WQ1J.e.,t;ne DU1.~Q1.nI;8 were old -ror the most 

._ rt, they uere wel1~j[ept. :Bacli~&nilrtll1ent had its 'eown bal

size 

I:acaa.es. 

1s
 

t 

side .. 

f. 

t 11' &treat 

n 

l!l BIF>vatorrJ in the 

fA~1"A~ to ,Au.....alelite 

(Perencz1• 
• 115. . 

Le ti 
Paria: 
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tance•• i. s t have t a ~.at deal of care 

choosing or nAVA,.. ov 

ap 

sec ous t ly h. ina 

small villa on , • 6) and t villa 

belon (~ Chatte). both of leb had been 

built 1 _ ury. Colette never tor

ot her old home and re camplete.description of it 

than 0 ,y oth Colette' B home was lar~e, '--.~oTered 

with a bl. ttio .d steen root. Inside the courtyard 

were to the r the chie.ken.. 

.~P 

----

• :. urine ipal faq.LUQI 

to "ara2os. halls, a bliliard roam, a vestibule, and a din 

room (Oh6ri,p. 20). The :l'aml·1y home of Sido was a wa 

l«ian houBe~which had the;k1teheD in the G81lar which 

always smelled of gaB. ("Hgrie of the village. homes had an,. 

Odem oonveniences which is not at all suroris 

conslderirut the fact that the,. had been built long before the 

t~e of electricity and plumbing. Colette recounts in ~ 



110) .: =It was oomparable to the boarding-houae 

re in the United Statos • Colette dep1ct. the pension in 

.. ~ __ conjunction with her travels a.s a mime 

(1! Vagabonde, p. 220). She' d1d not oare for the ones 

oreed to u.e-~diir1.rut the t1mi~·her comnany vas touring 

France, but the :2enslon vas the only houe1nJ:c available to 

1tinera.nt. 

It is 8urDris1nJt that nono of tho houa1nJt denicted by 

Colette was mall. -:tJver,. b.ouse or. bu1lding mentioned waa of 

t leaat three stories 10 ne1aht, and the anartment bu1ld

re usually from six to nine stories hiM. Even in 

the v1lla~es the housea were built with .everal floors ratner 

than spreading:'over large:-.:areao;~ windows were 21ven a 

t nlace by Colette nrobably beeauoe the older build

tnJts had so few. Only the homes of the more affluent were 

cno.raoterized as having sta1iied~glass, which was veryexpen
_~ l~ I c '.: 

u 

sive. 
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Colette bas 1tten 0 ry ki: or room, but the 

moat t refer to 14.
• i8 is not 

at all ria ainee till are t 

numerous. Colette 1i1ves throODl the all' 0 a large 

and import .t room .d it ly • q accord1n 

to our st since it might ve be a b oom c 

~_v~et ~ toilette also was mentioned.verted to 

It mimt b r toilet or a I to be found 

just off the b oom, and cuite the bath if e rt

nt boasted 1'8 nictur in ever, 

oak: of Colett 1 or ciou 

about them exc or the b of tne .rried couple 

n ft (l:!! !!2!'! 01 !' 7$). in order 

of ortance were the salons. 1'8 t st 1'0 

to be fo' in h or verytb 

Is8., the size • ........... 1'0 

.tl0 were all d kitchen were 

brou2ht into most of the stori vague way 

in 

that re th inlte a 'Cloture. 

A w of the homes .~rortunate I1bra17 

but 1.0 all Oolett l' 11 the presence 

of oks in s roo tne le1le. 

l4colett ~dlteur9, pariss 
I.e Livre de Poc 

I mann-Levy,
in, 19$8), p. 13$. 



1S 
Colette must have been Qulte fond of yellow or some 

or it. for she u!~d it in salons. dining-roans, bed-

roans, bathrooms, and kitchens! In a aalOn, yellow took the 

form of ~old in "La Nace n (La Maison de Claud~ei:·p.- 12); 

in the bedrooms it was ,j~t yellow (Gigi, p. 34) and in a 

ilbrary lt changed to dl'rty yellow (Claudine.!..!.!!!.!!, p. 62) 

in ")fa M&re at 1 

th t • 135) • • 3$); 

White was used in e ct1 colors, tieu

larly wit 1 ,'Jgr.een, black, • ioe in ~ •·....._v_ 
,S! Claudine, Colette let wltl1 a whlte or '1 

bao covered wlth bl' cornrlowera ("L'EnlfJv ,nt, n 

• 26, and t~Ma:~oeur au:.lt longs cheveux," P.• 73}. 

another color for the valla or a nome" '''She used blaok 

the bathroom (Oh6rl. D. 90'), QedroCD, IS and hall to r8'PI'eBent 

a diaturbed peraonality. on17 a rew piecea of furniture 

re desoribed in each room leaving the color of the walla 

d the rest of the furniture to the reader' 8 ~15 ...ua""'\4L. 

It 1s 'Possible liney were 8Q non-C1eSerll>t tb.&t liner.e. was no 

:1 to describe them: or:a modern~B.partment Colette 8&id, 

"l'on a tant aaerl~l' au ooocl.r«e, l lte8calle~, aux 

et second salans--bolserles as.8Z ttnes, bonne coole 

15w1J.le,. et Oolett rcure de 
Franoe, 6dlteur, PariSI t Tauoin, 
19,58), '0. J.Ol. 
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du Louis XV enfant Loo--que 1 i60es '[)rlv~e8 prennant 

jour e ir 0'0. ellcs uvent" (C laudine !.!! m~nage, p. 101). 

With f ishinga of o Colette never bothered to 

o to tail since the turnit in e S ot or 

interest when 0 r to her ale ovever, 

of the furni~u~gB she did 'h ... 4 ....... into writ re

ferred that of any era before the twentieth oentury. Only 

once d ahe ict a room with rn f istl1n (Claudine 

!!! metlmge • 101). Colett id not like modern furniture, as 

he nreferred that wit 

onairs a armcba 

described as be 

took D1ace 

stlould be 

e h ..............
Claudine eould i t her childhood bed and 

it t husband's Q.n~tment (p • 65). 

1110 ere u bed. in "La Noce" in .&! 

Claudine (p. 70). The bedspr 8 were crocheted!.!.2!! 
("La d du Dhoto~ra'[)he" in --n- • 123), colored, and 

very prett,.. 08 b pread w of ermine 

(OhAri'; -p. 43). D secretaries of rose-wood (" 

soeur 1 • eheveu" in La .!!2!! di01.audine, p. 75)-

ana. thu7a woo ______ • 25) were to be found 

in Ions, bedro , tl-chambera and halls. In homes 

lar eno to boast of library a d was always 
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esent. 11' ro 

salons and in beCll'o reterrin th1s tYee of 

furnlt Colette co: rls t itely 

dld not llke the tyle ,"" ...__~ ..u.... ..::B menage, p. 195).' 

Pia.nos were to in e 1 er n II anQ were "Olaced 

in the asIan when sic r • Colette, o 

cOuld 1)181' very little, loved ic It no/home 

.... ""... ""....... wa.. 

the library. 

c let. without a 4 

a nr.ominent e excent ine 

rl"'lntft .... tr1JDme.d ina lor•. 18Our we u 11.:1 

on Colette _ ... A ....r .bly lal mentio. or t 

rareto: curt otels. 16 

re closed at ullon: lIlornJ.; ,.... ...-__-...... I.
 

parla, p. 250), a<dailv ritual. in for 

their Droner "Olace, e was thout 8'7 

were 1ticolored, re_, 

omes of the lth}" the rugs were of tanestrY or ,. thlck 

(Oh~rl, p. 41). In t our«eoi they t have b 

uite ordinary s~ce only t color of was given. 

e formally uru:J.l:Su.d a.8 

but when hllll,~t:.,...,.qa ce a ller table was 

16 .. t, 1959,:. -n-' "" .I.·~""".I· • .Lru,:~same'd1, 2.
• 5.
 

, r 
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ed 

out 

ntl 

0: 

r 

lectric 

electric r 

but, 

rose llgbt. 

11 photo_ 

ct that the 11 

roll t 

, 
(La Chatta. d 

ires, 

lt 

11 140) 

d! 

-----" 

lctured as glr 

wavs' call 

• 135). Electric ll~ht8 

lade" 

tiona of furn! 

b 

evorv t 

30) • 

ChAri 

A rockl: 

(p.~~?J.l. 

co' 

status' -
com e~ept 

_uallty about th 

HT oft ~ ...--. du phot 

-

-

A1"'D18..nd a 8 "la. 'D 1 

lowers 

17 w __

' 001e,tt"I - .... y.... - _ ......, ........ __ (parls: rc 
t."'anna ) • p. 



1 

c 

t 

a nart of' t 

10 "Flore et Paaone" (Gigt, 

evidenoed in 

• 151 and 180). -, 

r liked to 

• 1 and 

C.loset ( .. 

,r 
J 

s 

Odor 

Colette was primarily interested in nature 

nd love ahe ~avo little attent10n to aavth1n« outaide tho 

wuy p_~ Q v-~ter of sett1n~s but only those• 
s or of a Daycholo~loal 

intent. Bhe painted physical pleasure without flinc 

but nortraved a room or a house Ln a «anoral, ofr-nand way,. 

room compl.etely describod Wld that 

the bedroom in "La Noce" or b! Maison de CIB1ldine. Rooms to 

be found elsewhere in her writings seem to contain but a fev 

pieces of furniture. and most of tbom are only casuall~ men

oam. An arm-chair caD be ~1ctured 





o apartment or hotel VB' without its concierge wnom 

Colette haa mentioned in~ ••ch book read~exo.pt in the Sent 

D18lo~es de Bates. Claudine 1 l"col~ and the letters to 

.a Moreno. Th. concier!. va. either a man or a woman-;. In 

Claudine 1 paris tne cone ierJte vall a woman whom Claudine dl-
ot llke. alaudine thought she wae dlrty and that she was 

mean. to her dOll. ,J ...Each morn1r.ul thls 'Ser'Yant -from Brittan,. 

ted b7 
51) , -



, : 
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would, "Battre in t t lheureUi. tonton en 15a8."19 

in in --9 . - . " in Gl«l 

red to as b.-iii« ~aW6man.(p. 113) 

be &. vt,W.",y.. 

t • 

look1np: O&'y. 

ns 

(Albin Mlene1 
it t Taunin. 1958), 

« '-'1",,1. 
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Parisi rt t~b.O ld lete without it 
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rd, hours too 1 wh 

o 11d concernew.. 

, 
, r.-o'eitb.IJI'. 

e, tI 

pro:;dn8nt 

tol.ace 

o"ther A• 

it JColetf:A' , 

household helu no 

,y 

'a
 

even 

f 8of oourse, 

wri an01~hAr -asnera 

Reneratlo.u.. olette 

time 

T• 

tatu.s of ,banged in 

is nresent 



e as 

t 1.n.Red ~"'! +h "6001,-, 

t 

81 o dis· 

to ,lier OYn devices. C 

1n_Paris and he onl}' 

t 

to visit ~er because 

~alled to a~er ne-~OULa-ror2e~ to c 

~dite_ , 
1bin Michel, 

1n, 1958), 
'. 10. 
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... _......... p. 107). ~ If r a room he 

to t1 ent-mindedl,. Dat her 

on ; 101). oveyer, noth 

s as 11 1so 1ch 

told classifY' his 1ls that he 

or (Claudine • 9). Wh, 

Claudine l1ze .188ed 

it d h other 

After ber father moyed baok to 

iDe to tell ner t he was doing 

o was h ...........". to see her 

mlnag_, • 221). 

Col ry little. In 

ud s t r reel, ClaudinA' 

t since his ok home to her 

1ed IS tly , e ~andmother had 

of 1 a, 

Marcel did not 11 o theY saw very little 

of each other •.-·:The father of ie, Claudine' 8 friend, had 

not influenced her) lIfe in ,r she Knew him onlY. 

old and bl \1.1.B.UQJ.I1e .!..!.!B .!,!,. p~ 164). 

only time tnat Alain AmDarat. s r W&s-men't1one<1 was to 

tell 'that he was a dealer in 81 In,!:! !!!!! .2! Claudine,• 
-r-' :1' n8a~o1d 

but attractive to ( "La lIe pltre" in 



careful even of t way ould not let t 

their ars (1rls dr oullloux" in La-
• 92h In 10 " 

(p. ~7l) Cole told 0 r c seat 

fr dsr~,c ( It 

1t 

s 

ot t lent1ls 

c e a. also rretted beea e 



• 

her 

ital 

1, 

29 

ioted as 

nt ot 

out bis 

" 

was 

childish and sent 

.1ustmenta t9 be Du,lde in 

did definitely leave 

nt to 

(p. 159). 

s be1nJt e 

twas 

to ner I"O 

th 

t 

tarian ("Flore et P 

told h 

1m. 

difficulties 

could not be a 

• 171-72). 

In 

who 10 

s an entirely different 

fS o cr1 

(~ Vagabonde, 

p. ~J4). 

ChAr1 Lwaa aomma'C"oa. D1 _ e 

denied him noth~; Mme peloux insist thut he marry a 

irl flh~~i h~d cbosen (Ch6r1, p. 53). er pa.id 

little attention to her daugbter~':ror was working: and 

left,\tbe care of the child to other (Gi~i,~pO. 9) 'I 

other love s best - ,n 

the mot r II the t!me he wa'. ill 

1t 0110: litis. s t he on~Y' one wno 

uld not be deoeived ~(Gigi, p. 66). She 

sta c ntly by de, 1,.. l"or a 
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teB at a tfiie:', r':When ~Jeai1~ start&d to recover she was 

exceed~2ly happy (Gig!, p. 93). 

Colette 'was so gentle 1ntl1e treAtment of the mothers 

of whom she wrote that they were nrobablT~a cODrooeite of her 

for ner dau«hter, Bel-Gazou, and ber mother, 

Sido; :-' Most of tne motnera of whom Colette wrote tlave been 

kind and tboughtful of' their children even thousa:n 'they were 

ite r -
As wi'~mow, Colette vas not fortunate in the choice 

of her first two husbands and nrobably because~o~'this she 

s not at all ~9jmpathetic In,llier treatment of husbands in 

tor1es. • For the most part, she depicts the husband as 

oter Q:iven~ to -hi:iiluz' aftairs with other ... ~"......u. 

by their wives 

not have been:aware of this. 

Just as in Colette's own life when sbe worried about 

o much older taan Maurice Gou~.ket, Renaud in Claudine 

older than Claudine and worried about 

tt1n~ old (p. 62). ClaUdine called h1M 'a' naternal lover 

(p.	 54) and in h~ she found a f1e1end' 'and ally but not a 

ter (p. 62). He was proud of the YounJZ:e~ Claudine and 

ted to show,· her to his friend. (p. 70). Re118.ua. was so 

let alaud1ile:~rUn both their lives. In ~ Chatte, 

Alain oou1d not control his wIfe and ran hame to his mother~ 

ChAri left his wife to seek other ~lea8ure8 (OhAri. n. 83). 
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t consult his wire Kdmee out: the hame~tney were 

ordered ber aoo 1irutl,. (p. 91), and 

4 not to have a heart ('0. 94). Atter disappearing tor 

aa mon~tls he returned home a8 1 left only that 

morn1nJl (p.. 143). Again in "La du nhotouanhe tt t 

, waa not a atro charac'ter ("La dame 

pne" in Gigi, p. 102). 

11' worthwh11e1! 
husbands ,[~"Orob t atterned aft 

rather and !!! Sauyage, a8 Sido r first 

, was .kind to her is brua .'1 an le t 

bel' wifely work but • ster 01' his bouse 

( tI Le Sauvalte" in • 13-14)~" Colette 

ortrayed Sido'. a a very • .u.'CJ u.o.d 

to lk to y and 1 e b.ad~g0li8 to 

r's. Sido onl,. fitte ...~ _ute s but her__-

tluaband was furious r8tUT'Ttflld d dad an 

eXplanation as to :y ("Amours n in 

-

80 

p. 17). 

Colette seemed to use husbands in 'D1Rces where 

fit d d to the plotit neoe~.R"'V 

they lack! in deairab1e 

wives of whom eo1et Chose to ite, ile not 

tr tb. ot c ac • 

tt 

.....- __....-"" 1 l' 6cole DOl' Claudine!ite h -




ltten by the 
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r t 

8 

eing str 

--~n- the novel 

wife, Claudine. 

far! 

her husband even he	 ra older. not 

only her R6zi but even rented an apart 

t for • U~.UU..u.L1lI !..!..!m Y.!. the husband Alain Malabar 

so :that lled Iert him. IAon 

1n~	 n (PP. 12-1) tri to 

o	 it he ~~arnea of his wife Marthe's affair 

1s (p. 159). Camllle aIled 

UUBD&nd'S love for his cat by try~ to kill 

saha (P.	 130). Caroille~~ater begged Alatnls forgiveness which 

did not r~o·elve. iRen6e in 1! Vagabonde (PP'. 31-.33) could 

k of Tal11andy, her former husband. only with bitterness. 

elt she had been a Rood wife, but he had betrared ner. 

In Oh6rl (p. 91)" Bdm~!"~B.8 ,ac"patient, loving, torltlvin 

wife and was ve~y doclle. Colette oooa.tonally recounted 

bits or humor and one of the best illustrations of this 

occurred in GlSi (p. 33), When the p:r other told GiRl that 

to be a Rood wif er sb interested in her she 

must oft create tnrow at a wall d 

of illations. A d of "La Dame 

du t)boto~raph (p. 121) tried to c it ioide 

beoause she felt e was t wort of her husband. Colette 

usually tr~at the wife as 1f the inJured partY' 

ever there trouble	 husband and wi • r 
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is related an odote or Sldo t s over 

t oampaigning 

he took eolett .... , in rs old., alon lp. 

her ohi n. te's 



1St Smnertl;' 1959, 1>. 5. 
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,en 

r 

"" ..~...,.., .........v. 

e home 0 

'ranmnother, 

d slatersothers 

ood 

nd in Claudine .!!.!!! ~ (1':' 165), 

i~i (P. 23). 

91" 

10 

wlSr.-mantloned onlY in the stories of 1! . _ 
Alvaroz, 

AVaMAnt,ft the marria«e of Claudine'. It 

1"0 • 26). In "Epitaphea," Clau 

1 I' Drat c a play c t in 

• $8) 1 cneveux 

ClaUdine descrlbe I' as hav1i1a: verY' l.onsc nair and 

always reading (P. 13). h Ju~lette in "Katemit
 

ould not visit her nA~en e did speak to her brothers
 

d>slsters n she
 0). LTbe' only other re 

tiTes me 8in Marcel, and uncle 

R onl,. in Claud1ne ! .fari. 

and Olaudine .!!! _....u:nv _-....v_ Coeur WIlS e slster of 

CoiettA1 in out entertaining for 

th paria (Claudine! !!., 
181). ~H6r uncle RenaUd, 8 onl.Y an uncle 

by marriage, Olaudtne adored and I 

.2! mepassej' .:P~. 9) .''':~ ~arcel, oXiDlately her a 

, oall Oolette 8 d• 

to keen her work oomoaratively 110 

relatlonsh1n, thus it vas neTer- neoe t remember who 
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to t herre eed 

tars \dth 1 e 11 

necessarY,ln·'most 

t --
- . - 11'1'9 

_~tev'9r 

as 1924, Colette wro'te t 

of thei!" friends had had t 

beoause her father had not paid t rent w1,-weds' 
22

• r 11:1i3' 

(p. 244). Annie ..... .A. ..........~... s' en 

h~dred thouaand .dowry, 

from oer ~randmo~her t 

o fin1te aunt 

i1ie8	 ore af.t'lu

re discussed 

• .2.llf,~D. 12.
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t1Iuz at this wedding ("La D008," p. 6e). 01audine aery
 

as a flower girl and. thought it was~wondel'ful• The motner
 . 
ot the bride cried even thoullh it was'~Q:haUTJY occa81on.~· It 

is 1nterest-1D.R to note that all 

e place nerore a !Dayor~ then most~-9r 1ihe vo 

a nriest (Cl~udfne en~mlnag~. p. 7). 

1945 fl wonuiIi=- in France could not Slet 

divorce without bel' husband'lI consent~· It was tbat year 

a riaht to vote and even after that 

divorce was not approved. Oolette wrote of divorce with 

bitterness. Life tor her was very difficult after hoI' divorce 

Quae or hav1ng been lert wIth no money and 

few f'riends. This same tinge of bitterness 18 rOU1ld 1n her 

It1n~8 Whenever divorce is mentioned, It 1s eso8cia11 

,rent in La Vagabonde ( 

Tall1an~T leaving Ren6e. Taillondy had betrayed his ~1r 

1'108 or arra~r8 with other women until 

could no longer stand the humiliation. He took credit for th 

books they bad had pUblished, thus leav~ her yit 

income. When they were divorced he made it QnD0Sr that she 

It (p. 32), and even her own fii 

r. In Gl.~Udlne .!'..!...!!!!!~ Claudine told Annie that.
if there were a d1voroe the blame would fallon the wife 

(P. 119). Annie would r9Rain her freedom but lose nor 





CnAt"'T"~'1 

their ho:seldom ent"arta in 

111' other th., t teas, Colette countedlutside 

c&1nment outside th. 

hen she was to be 

• 60). r~6n that daY she received 

OZ" hal" .friends o ohose to call. 

"at ho 

calla formed
 

t of t oc lal life of t women of Fl"B.Ilce
 

,ur1ng oo1ett. , a t hls be1n2 tru~, ours were spent
• 

eh att ine! 

the latest0)Parl_, 

'" T d at a tea was 

,tly joyed b h ,n 1'01" th 00 n t 

itt • Col 14 n u crt the oontents of 

a tea t~ble, for food was cert tiah ot hers, but 

a casual mention of tea, cakes, rult wall mad& (0 laudine 

• 41). Men, at least! Paris, p'. 194 

in the literarY clroles, al e 

e, p. 85). Though this was attended by 

, ft seemed to be more masculine In its nature since 

strawberries, ham :sandwlcbes" caviar. pltt.2.! !2!! 

varlous liqueurs were sarfed (91audine .!!:! m~naRe, 

p. 66). Occaslonally an InfoI"ll'lal call would be made, but 



o 

thi 8 t only amon t to of friends 

m~na80, •• 103). 

ttendanCG at 

rtaint 

ors
 

son-

e e Damnation 

of 

• 193).r 

, .. -. J:'. _7 I I • J-.... v_,£~":.';':, conaer'ts, l;n~a1;5ra, 

... s were .CQedU~ed.,regul.arly. When Claud1r.e asked 
'L" .... ,-,r~h-' 

d wh7, :it r .va.s suc.h a nO,o.esoary part of their 
~.... - . ---"--' 

told her he liked to ao to - see the· neonle fo-r it va. a 

ce or tine tla01tUOB. In Olaud1ne 8'en~~a t- - -----------'--<-
took the p~Le of tho theat~r for those w~9 loved 

.

In 

1"" ".,01. ." ....................r\.~WV.a...L\"I;.Q.- I ~\r' .. 

t the thoat!ir •.. In Chltl"1 it 





1 

42 

t1 

unsure 

i.l 

re freshr:l6Dt 

1 a f • 

./:"" tat b yo a akinr.: 

talk (C &4_ .:: • _ .... Ie ",0)601. 

at 11t "" L".l. .V.I.:}"" 

er IrEltll8, 

1d,not 

h .
- " 

lous forms but t 

t "OItom.1nant onE'. was read:tnlt (Claud.ine 1 l 1 Aoole. P. 10) •.... ---- 

ferenoe to relld....'t). 

Since ahe was ~ avid reader th1s W~8 not at all eurpriei~. 

rlng Was ment loned. o1'ten. In 

CJ~u~~~o ohe bronvht out the fact that overy 

ore she 

~ 171). 

family dominoes ("L'Enl&vement ft in
 

Claudine I p. 27) and"'oard-p1ayiJu( were favorite :oast1l'l1es.
 

In 1! Chatte, Colette related the reaotion of Camille and
 



23Le - -0--- · ill., ~lJ~. 12. 



lat10n of ~ranee. 

Colette ate 0 t s ~ ey: belo d to the 

race. She r the l1very 

kittens in the seme mtLI:1I1 as aul e an obstetri 

cal ease. Colett 1 charac 1m becom 111
 

n their tars 0 left tb for any: 1 t
 

of t This s tru. Q Fanchette went on
• 
her extended honeymoon. u 's turn, learne 

erthat ch i 1" almost as ct!- a8 

-, • 60). chette had howled 

for day- after Claudine's Uf:Juarture. lUlDuette was na:pp," 

to Claudine u: 

father 

coulde 
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not live lin Claudine'. t to see her 

occasionally. n baok to Mont1~y 

with Claudine's f not ev the 

country could oonsole 1088 ot l' mistresu. 

D Claudine left Renaud 0 Rnd ret .'1 ltanobett 

was 80 DannY to see her dow 

• 218)., In C,- --'-~~- .!!l menage, 

was lth Del' atr once ore. e ~aU(11.ne had not 

ly invented a oomb to remove tte's tleas 
" 

.!.!.!a.!!, p. 29), but she ai itten poetry for her 

whioh she read to chette. Claudine bou-mt a=straw 

cbair, which cost two souar for F ohette, just as 1"01' a 

'Del'eon, t iron one bee nDft-obette a le derri&re 

ileu.x" - ....._--....- .!!..!,g va" p. 105). cause 

tt 

t r culate d even 

her tt I' t dirty (C laudine .!..!.!!! .!!, 

nchett roduced three more kitt , k 

• L,115) Colettein 

her i'irat four Claudine books ~and with t 

aince:new name. were chosen for eats in t 

In Chlri, Col., 

the t belonging 1 

onildhood d thouAAt s ost nusual oat in 

exis ee. ot t lovable,o 

r.tor,the 
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uset andon ni 

leftof cat.,owi 

lR &.WIn. An retU'l"'nAn to is 01i 

en we d 1 t a oat ill h 

If. He rem:dlea, her. caressod:lier., fed her, then lled 

for a basket and transported:her to his new apartment. 

cause he loved Saha 80 dearly and aDent so much t ith 

ife beoameriliore jealous of saba daily. At 1 tin 

on Oamille tried to kill Saha bv nushinJl. her r 

the l:e of the parapet nine'io:-stor.ies above the ground. 

saba sur d, but Alain recoaiized7:th'e"fact that 

soon 0 between', his wife and Sa.ha" '~Saha would not tay 

in th ith Camille.-~:and Oamille was not only 

s but waB~al'soifatraid of her. Alain told 

val (1! C.-v .. _ • 55 d 

t d too dear 

and he could 

1,. onetno 10: 

at cheri.hedco' left 

o aion. "Buau.e' • t, installed 

er other stol'ie. 

ut did-'not have other Tllot revolve around a cat. In ~ 

!.!2!! te teased the cat with her hair 

(tlMa Soeur aux 1 veux" in La .. _ 

• 

, _ _ 

c 

lette 

, 



• 136). 

recato 

~ 72). 

mO~her ~aug~.even though she 

., n1Cke4 Tram 

dl.z~ ("Ma_M&r.~et 18 Fruit 

She told o£ the antlcs of a kltten~wbich made her 

was 1n mourn1n2 ("Le Hire" 1n 

r 127), and or a kitten 'which had to 

a roor wn1oh'W&s 10 high the kitt 

Oolette t t t e.1£! 

Quite because they 

oft nd in y 

8 the month l'or ("Cbate" 1n on 

.,~ Claudine,. p. 157). nnA'PActerlz a cat 

, sort1. 

a 

Colette I 

licable to the 

dject1any of 

cats weruse 

the cats Colette lineat were f 1_, 

t K1k1-la-Doucette; tnua st va felt that of all• 
the animals they moat resembl women. In t .,ept Dialogues 

-la-Douoette 10 the obJ-oh1en 

the woman ( • 38 and 39). 

- cat. 

to this line of reaso~4_-

since Colette had onoe said that she dreamed one day of 

here was only one d1scr 

?lL 

Colette spent much time writiM of dO~8 and, 1itlo· 

they did not have Bucll a pr()m.1ne~t: role in her' stories, the1 
,,; r .... t~-· a ('-"'-- -OF"' -I)' -, r , - .~P1 l~~~..f". (',.~ _, [.t ro ~ ~,~ 

J ~""-- " ..... -'" '.J'--- ",. -) ""-'~ JL,LL.... .',", 

~. 
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e ion .ore ~~U6r favorite do .e 

t re t her • 

tle'black bull-terrier 

belonging t V ~UU..LUU ..!!..!!! .!! e related that 

usband. lain • w o jealous ot the do .e 

in the stables. Ala1.n t to 

ri , i r .t d02 To .to t ouse 

le t on her bed .__- __......._ s' en va, p. 60). e took 

'9's'0&1Ilo: th ~er: an_, .8 dec1d to leave her 

, d d02 to console r. 

11 Belglan terrier, b7 

e waited Renee eac 

r ould t need 

uch ort fur she did 

h 

of 

dy 

o smallarlse. 

e. 12),--0-------,coltot llke to 

'ut loved to ~o for a 00 • "nan Ren 

nt on tour w1th her c ctor. 15 lett Fossette in 

e her 1d Blandin d her friend x. 

n La- MalSon d- ine wa.s- as large aa a 

-old e S llow fur tinge.d with black 

and resembled tift a bulldoJZ •. She barked 

y en. saw ~lancQe 

• neryoua and subject to canine 

tant d o s rd b.owl~more loud17. 

t e 11 0 e outouque" in La Maison .!!! 

Ie aslittle 

te 
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streetr1Y 
.. - -

. - • 77). caul t at ,ne 

It was =-a·~g.r.at o was only ton, to d1s

oV'er suell bru oree in th t1.st, ot creatur ( tI 

outouque" in Olaudine, • 91). 

Col r cats s auch h'WQU..Ll 11tle. 

that she ott ted t artalrs, the1r marrlages, 

and their pr _ - o 51 t oonoaY"Ded t 

lag. of Pat1 ti, a chihlitdiua ro d 

llttle Patl-Patl. e11le" In La 1.on de C1s.uC!lne,- . 

• 142), then she t to bothered tak1n; re of 

11("La Mervellle 

ClaudinA' ie r t a marvelous do~ Pati

Pat1 ut Clau 1 8 laoked aaontla1 

lend!~d1dJnot know about, tor Pat1-Patl 

lla:ron. 

iUS Colette wrote OOn

ted the episode of Sldo 

to churcn....:Tb. cur'-
ld not aay~ma3. for do~s. 

at-the door of the 

i.ted that he could 

Domino ato d sat at tne • t as th.e fait 1. 

outslde ("Ma mere 

• 118). Arter all,et 1e c 





e an entirely difterent 

lire 
.......--.~". .--,..-. 

te 01" the 

-la-Doucette ,~. and ien, a. if they 

re human beinlts .. 24). CThe7 

were s as humans and had th 

camnla1ned or their 

e wea,&uerh sted th 

inlnlty t o (Sept 

Dialo t while 

h ferred hi. 

istir Colett scullnity of tne dO.• 
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e 

·la-Doueette tel~ Toby-Chien that he had t 

tastes of a man beca'l18e he thou~ht only of 

eonduetea n18 conquests 1n a barbaric manner. K1k1-1.a

1s trea.tment or Toby-Chlen, ro: 

20aded Tobv-Gh1en 1.nto hOW~1nJZ for 

Gelett 1tb 

all the att :l.8't 

frSan1mal d.' 
r t ot;ner n a pet and 

te Olaire' 8 (lO_, 

(all 1 t 6e018, p. 191). 

in GiS! were a 

IS made ot an,- animal. 

fact that l1uman 

of animals. 2$ 

25 tsfeld, • 53.· ill·, 



CONOLUSIONS
 
( -'.IIt.- ~ 1. _ " , ,.:

Colette was undoubtedly the foremost womanwrlter of 

neration, and the finest modern wr1te-r of animals. 

1ttng was 'instinctive and of the senses rather than of 

most of 

feeling of domestioity whloh :ran like a thread tbrougb. eaoh 

storY,_ ~'-Faml1y rehtlanatilps1were not compli.cated 'but 

t forth a8 a natural consequence Dr clvl11zat1on. 

felt that human lite was c8:rta1n to be enrlch.ed by t 

luence or antmals most ot her characters were depicted as 

betoR very much attached to tlieir neta~ Antmale wero treat 

as humans ~d in One 1nstinee tho dog and the~e&t were the 

in. charaoters.E To Colette impUl.slye physical gestur 

revealed an emotion more clearly than any;number of war 

ch as ber father ib.entm1ndedlv natt1n2 Claudine on t 

,8ad;::, That one gesture alone revealed 'lils ~great loys tor 

S daURb.ter .. Colette va. chaste in her thtnktng yet at the 

comnletelY amora~when wr;~t1ng ot love affair. or 

1 re10.t loI,lshlps ~~ She combined -the naIve can<1Qr 

or the country ohild with 8o~hlstl0.ted 11cen~1ou.neB•• 

Probably due t.o Villars' Bobemlan existence sbo wns .tart~d 

on h~r c&rsGr UYUB1Dg same or his puns and aneodotes with 

aped to startle the ~ubl1c. And they certainly 
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s 
Ie of'It that Colette olfered 
nd directathos l

' alon£'t Ylit~1 hQr 
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York: 

scus
ractor, 

n 

ly by one 
of 

her ea.rly 
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lete 
original 
out 

telleotual of 
t AndI'A Rousseaux had d1s
inaoercible ve~s Ie Daradis 

10 London: 

--o:-r--' Modern .~-~=p=" 
- . alls COIJltIan 

unk and 
• 237

3~. 

that Co1ett h If to t 
wnmAn, beasts e made every-

natural. 

1 ranch 
ctions, 1950. 

~_.--- ~
 

DsAe
 
Larousse.
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the t Colotte p~d all 
l1st 

1th cold 
thinSl:s 

orr-handedness 
Colette ,analyzed 

a: dreams 0 

ranchitZG I Hilli......... ~.
 
andLl.taratu.!'e • 

Comns.ny, 1955. 

_ r-
has 

}> vel. Bow YorH::
It; 30, 39, 45, 251, 

• 

t 
t 

or 

hiladelpbia.: 
• 101-20. 

.uua~ht 

the 
r 
to 

Thiba' e 11f!2
21i2. 

A art TId. 

c. N~1JSPAPImS 

is: .aamodt, jUl11et, 1959.- _II"'}_"""" ..... , 
:s 

r~ted letters from Colette to 
t friond. It covered a nerio 

• 1 a 5. .!2!!i, 1 

Letters from Colette to Morano from 194.1 thro 1944. 





AF DIX
 

.d 

e 
t • 

and 

were 
n 

her 
soandal 

r 
d. 

,used 

l' ~oole 

roae 
tests 

uria 

c 

t 
f 

Claudine nt,the class, 
toI1ttleLues, an ls, for 

leava them to 20 
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Claudine! Pari 

• 

, 

tb 
of 
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Claudine e e 

Renaud, Q. jo took his wife Claudine on an 
a Itttla traveling. Upon 
t most of thoir ttme enter

r iend.s J'r om ~ gens 
d newspllpers. Claudina 
efralc beoause aho was 

Claudine eo nor 
sebool. Ran 
Claudine the 

d by MIle 
the name of H~l 

issed her it 
e was "p i us s 

ue Renaud at 11 

The 

r husband, 
tment and 

her trunks 
forgive

,ur days 

a 

convaleseln 
he insisted 
irst dQ:~r out 

nd ask1n 

Claudine sten va fAnnle) 

Annie Laj s inee 0:'18 w, 
thirteen but olov0n. 
When Alain w Soon after 
the d loft Annie in the 
care of usband, ~on ~ayet. 
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of W 

nnle. 

Annie liked Claud:lne 
so 

~ ............... 'h ..... r

ted to visit 
there often but Marthe told since Ala 

ould not like it. Alain ev blaok bull.. 
in the stables. 

.1e 
e 

o Annie 
d 

D.ftel~ 

oor 
did 

• 

,e 
-8 

dam 
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avec l£. i's la iriste

qui fait ~tes.n 

or-


t 

o£ 

1colette. Sept Di O"_--

--
__- (Paria: Meroure d 

Franae. 1954>, preface, 
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"Le Premier Feu. ft 
of fire and decided that, 
they were afraid of it. 
winter best because hi 
referred spring becau 

freshness of the flo 

rita 

• 

storm bothered td 
headache. Elle 

f1UlnnAar just all 
ttle windows.) 
ook-case 
de Toby-Qhlen 

was fresh and good. Suddenly 
anneared 10 the sky. 

t 

Ith 



6a
 

sed 

to 
elf 

• 

HI. 
and 

• 

er to eta 

t 
th 

Ch6rl 

call 
rl 

her return 
hen sne consoled 
oi, on ne aar 

toJust after lA.'s 
tell her of ChAri's h h'rl 
was tbe one wbo bad t for .a 

ersel.t' byyet he bad not oall 
aa unthinkin'l, "c' est bie 
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0011 ion ort stories 
ehild. 

n~ S le eeorlbed Colotte's home and 
tol of her whonever her children lIere out 

.I:" 1v.ht • 

other 
storas. 

• 

her 
ecause 

t day
laymat 

'.S the 
a st.llorto b 

rr1ed, 
sister's 
Claudina 
back to 

be a~. 
that. 
ev 

to be a 

QMa M~re ot los Livr d
her mother's books inf.1tead , 

"•
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ropu.ga. • tI Colette'
 
01'1·
 father as too
 

her w1th hi to c
 , and 
..~otb.er lvoul not lot nor itO 

. nted 
bocause her 

of 
oua et 

t she 
• 

1'8 at 1 wu.mo.ls 1n 
ohild 

ts , dOb~ 
were a f 

'It or "brother 
used epitaphs 
1s. Colette 

• 

I 

unmarried 
ienne 

of 
loved 
wanted 

(I 

,r 

• 

d her 
t 

rce d 
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"Mode de Faris." M.-Marcel d'Avrieourt had the 
role of La Tour de NeBle and on Sunday went to Mass. 

roidered. ~hey-gaVi other nlays, then the troupe left 
rise 

beaut! 

ore 11 
Toutouque 
hor. 

La Toutou 
a bulld.o 
fOU2ht 

oke 

,riend of Colette's brot~er, 
Col~tte at thirteen fell 10 

"LIAm!." 
came to visit for 
love with him. e -

catechism lesson 
y	 they put 

d brought back 
ohuroh. Her 

to ~earn. If the 
other co~hed and 
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ommence 
Inonnlte 

after 
ould not 

cat. 

9 
s 
carried 

wh1 
d 
ou 

r lealh 
to be e was 
brou her. 

"Lea 
.l"1QwnOU was du 
Voisin cr1 
(p.	 154). Bea 
leura1t l la 

leur frui Ii. n 
after Moumou esc 
owned her, lost h 

re d 
01re, Chatte

"Obate. " 
anuary was tb 

interestedmonth for cats to 
(P. 159). 

re rive 
and Je 
ut only La 

the-attlc was baunt€-d by ni~ht.~Be1-Gazou could not 

1Idr 
de 1a Commanderie, in the- attia. 

so rro1ette and the boys hid in the attic and watch • he 
t was a huze wh1te rat. 
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PI:I.ISD8." dera
 
11
 

OS8, a
 

Si 

l-uazo 
not 
ot 

to 

'hollow 
from Co 

found a 

on 
t 

.t Alain 
8 very 

ouna a 
d 

c 

t:lith hia 
rO!SeC1 to e'lrly 

ed bew.r.t with 
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b,. 

d 

or tihe book but also the 
t .tories. 
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du uhoto 

Mile 

e this 

Pomone. tI 9 describe 


