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of several reasons that ind, ricans especially, 

1s nolo: to pot, s .urb bolieves, is the over-mecheni­

zation of our lives. To Thurber, chines beeo~e in1'ernal 

devices see~ly bent on the destruction rather than the in-

t of mankind. Beoause of machines, man is denyinR his 

basic instinctive knowle~eJ he· is losing his capacity for in­

dependent action, and with it, his identity • 

.urber is not only opposed to machinery per ~, cars, 

escalators, gadgets, and other such devices; he is opposed 

to machinery in a broader senae: anything which causes men 

to Co against what D. H. La~ence has called "blood knowledge," 

the instinct or the 1ma~ination. Under such a definition, 

alnost all the artificial trappings of modern society may be 

called mechanization of a sort. Robert Elias writes that 

is divid to rts. The f twill 

deal with the literal chine; the second will be concerned 

Itb machine in the wider 

T 

O~UD~. 

lRobert H. Eli , "J 
-_.... - ......... ~ ...~...lar, 27: .356,

tive, the 
Innocent, and t dividual," 
Summer, 1958. 
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inanimate objects. taka on diab '-cte1'istics 

oat as thoUP'..h t have been sent by th evil. TheY often 

offer direct opposition to t 12' 01" t en th a1'e 

suppo to be servinc, and often than not, the whu~ 

of the n prevail. is losi h battle with ch­

mos, and with t ttle, _ is cont' nce and 

self respect. 

tion s not; alway n so, accord to Thur­

ber. In the d were .1nnocent 

• 'rr ....u, t t up:posed 

to, but 1=here wa us abou 

rMos, out not iclous. :urbcr 1 of 

colleotions of t -of~ 

in his 1933 colleotion 0 -_~s. In a 

,IIatory called liThe Oar We Had to e machl.n are infin­

itely contrary, but there is no tion about who is master 

o is servant. 'l'he conf in cau tilen was 

to be laughed at. ..,Jor e~amp~o, one member of the 

.urncr racily 

hi 

hio,, 

Qu. 
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n the s story, ber 11s of ~s mother's innocent 
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In c~s, ThUI'be:r one day w.. th 

an 0 Y~"""'''V. t ec c enec tllU~·illV 

tat, 'l'hurber 
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'ness. ear to e onio quality Gl~ its 

own. 
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.-b. 

p. 39. 
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ear that aws at a ~An'S innards, takesthat creates a v 

the place of purpose in n'e lives. Thurber mi~t well be 

talking ebout all hen he writes third person about hlm­

self in this modern n~B. he 

wherever he goes, ready 
of' a pie-pan o~ the 
re the ludicrous re­
epose is the momon­

pulls the blinds 
okey corners at 
atters and 

uely 

t 1s the result of' mechanization on ILodern men, Thurber 

believes. Lu·e tBJ.{en 0 reat complexity for Th~berls 

9Ibid ., PP. 173-74-75. 
~ 
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cnaracters, t i fleoted even t titles of so of 

is collections: ii!£ and Other ?erplex 

~raoeze, Let Y01~ }ana Alonel, 
----~ 

r-:y wor ld--And WelcoI:le ~ ,!i, The Beast J:a f.:e .!n£ Other An.uuals, 

and Alar~s and Diversions. This t of complexity is one 

.loh Thurber has written on froe. the be;'dnnltlG. In most 

cases, the characters, of it, become almost inca~able 

of any real action. 

An out&rowth of this complexity 1s the deep humiliation 

man surfers at the hands of a mechanized world. Some of Taurberts 

best humorous situations have developed from that humiliation, 

d it is a the~e he has been concerned with ever since his 

first sale to the New Yorker in 1927. In that year, the maRa­

zino published a storv of Thurber's called "American Romance. n 

It concerned a man who unwltti~ly and unwlll1~~ly set a new 

international record for the ~ost consecutive orbito in a 1'e­

volviM door. Thurber's man was trYinK, not to set a record, 

but only to let out of the tbi~~.lO He was the first of many 

who were to be sirr"iIarly hum!l1...... .., ..... 

'"or eXaI11ole, fir. r.:onroe, a character who was created four 

ears lnter in 1931 and who was to crop up in essence man~ more 

times in later years, can not ~von master the co~parativel~ 

sir:role task of taking a shower. He always eets the water eitner 

too hot or too cold. His wife explains that l'r. l~onroe, wh 

fronted with mechanical difficulties auch as the one whe 

lOnThurber or," Kewsweok, 49 :54, February L!., 1957. 
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hurbe1' points out the rrustration that is art of the 

n1zation 1n !rat 1e his 1940 pUblication, 

._v_~~ tor Our 
-~~ 

~~Q. he parable deals with a city e wn.o 

ot e it cause \-.wishes 1::0 o to 

at Bedd~ton ont1'a o 1c 

tl') itrlie 1s car.1'i 

1sardbacours ~or a train't 

t's '" 

back to Bedd~ton, 

01' 1ihe station. ~fith 

to Sibert's Junction 

.,"'-- he is 

etian through Pell's 

• ... ho city moua~, 

bus in the ra1nd bv tl1.1S 

tonl/3ht. 171'0 are no 

Constant contact 

m&n as ttemon-~lKe as selves. In a 1942 story 

iublished ·1.n to ]1, Thurber tells of a 

diabolic 11t t sold his soul to the 

as Thurber loS 

i ito d S 10 cnaree ofmacll1n • 

the er Chcu~-...e!> ,..............+-"".... t 01" the liO cticut ~elephone 

Co inc s~ple, easily-rememberedel ts• 

17J Thurber, Fables for Our Time, ( York: a1''981' 
d otne , 940), p. 3. - ­
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telephone n- ers ro e t even Q • !_"l. '-'. 
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18J to rt, (; York: 
court, 

19~., p. 42. 
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.urber has continued in the same vein with his Wl'itlnc;s 

of the past decade. In the 1953 collection cn~lea Thurber 

Countrz, there 1s a story called "Lady in a 'Trap. n In it, 

a husband attecpts to solve tho ~echnnical difriculties in­

volved in preparing a meal 'in a sodarn kitchen. He fai13 

i'sarably. ?irst, he cannot find any of tho pr1nalpal~. 

finally locates the refrigerator and suoceeds only 1n 

-. 
•~eel'lng ha191ess1y inside, gotti~ his fara­• 

h,

t.2l 

e wants to nako some coffee, but knows he cannot work the Silex. 

2~Ibid. , • 159-60. 

21J~vg ~ on and,,-~-. el I ( 

tel', 19$3), 
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the woods. ~hurber concludos the tale with the ror-a!: "Nowa­

n lead li~os of noisy deaperntion. n25 

II. 1·1ENTAL l-ffiCHA1UC 

Literal maoh1nc~ are bad eno~, but Thurber i~ just as 

conoorned with n ~ore s~btlc and abstract meohanization wnieh 

he feols 1s doing the country no Cood. It is the mechanization 

of man's ~lnd, the emphasis on roason over instinot which re­

sUJ.ts in 04;lle mec.hs.ni.caJ. thln!Cer ratiher than the lns't,_nc'tlve man 

(Pow York: 
t 



Thurbe!"' ia a I!reat dO;t man (a~ opposed to cat men), and 

fond of usinc the dog as a foil t~ point out human fail-

Ini"s. Tho do~s can do it, too, because tneY' arena~ura~ ~nLnkers 

r otmoea bv "lo~ lcalu
, thinker s, their owner s • Thurber's 

ogs ere usua~iy great kindly creatures, but tnev are alWayS 

perplexed by the actions of their owners. In the introduction 

26James Thurber, 11".1.".c.l.tlKJ.Ilb o 1 Into Trouble, II l.'"'orun, 
101:310, JUno, 1939. 
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Just as IL.RC ot always been ... threats 

to society tn-a hurber feels that men always 

been able 0 tlnctlve action. In 195L, ote a 

collection called bout r ...be"red people in 

t Col~bus, Ohio, days of tifty years a~o. hurberls reason 

31Fablos tor Our T~e. 
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p. 59 • 
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the Acerican earth, 
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hurber ~riteB of hi 

Jako Fisher. A p 
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difference oe~ween 

Jake Flti 
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people today, fhurber bolieves. People in those days ~ 
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lenses changed and still re­
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How different are tne 

pore every fe 

days wander 
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tain tn9 proper mood for wanderi 
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C~bO," come forward and ffer to GO to 
th me. Thev tried to sell e baskets.37 

ndies, the rator tried one da~ to defeat 

th c~lnorY of our society. But it was a e attco,?i;, 

and it nat 11y failed. 

In 

37~i' pp. 240-41. 

33:bid., p. C-4-\.. 
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iI, de of Gold, nnd no higher th~n the big tree 

ndow (because It sometimes r:ets causmt in the 

top branches). The jester has a moon made to meet thos~ ~nec.-

fications, and the Princess is happy a~aln. The same process 

takes place when the Kln.~ wonders what ti-'.G Princess will say 

hen ahe sees the moon in the sky aoain that night. All £liS 

wise men have ~echanlcal solutions, but they are too r1dicu­

louoly cOMplex to work. Again, it is the jester who solvea 

the P!'oblem. He asks tbe ~rlnce8s about it, and she replies 

with disarrnin~ candor that the ~oon will ~row back like a lost 

tooth. 39 

One of' the chi re&sons that ~odern man has neslected s 

instinctive or natural thluJ:i..Luy. powers is that is conti 11 

beiru... told b perts" how to do thlQ that should come nat­

urally. burber bellev t out of this ice, our thlnL..-­

i s bei dictated by tne w of cial ann 

her t 

ical 

erw:ineers ll~l as :-rJuch as our ph cal actions are be c .. 

tated by ~ac~lnerY 0 teel and cnrOI"!e. r 1n th 

,j(mto.l c.ePEmClenc Beven nreator .n tne of the p 

sical de ; mechanization of tne nd i ore losialou 

because it e an lose his capaci for original thought. 

urber first struck out at the experts in his first book, ~ 

Sex Necessary?, WTitten in 192 tb b: • B • W'ni t e • ite tells 

39James 'rhurber, fI,an" .•_ York: aI'court, tlr aoe 
and Conpany, 1943). 
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of the circ~8tances leaal "p to the writl of t bC'Jk: 

faux-her wrote alternate chapters in the book which bur­

lesqu6d s~ch straight-faced sex advisors as S~uel D. 

nausen, V. F. Calverton, Fritz Wittels, and a I-irs. Stopea. 4l 

experts were tryin.... to tell tile, public how to thiCk on 

s~x and to make sex itself a hl~hly com91icated subject fra~~ht 

r.- •wlt~ all sorts of sychological trapp Sex to 

only a ti:l.eo...·:I, r th somet ph c ThUl'ter and• 

40Jamen Thurber and E. B. '''bite, Is Sex necessary?, (Hew
York: Dell Fublisrtin:, Company, 1929), P.-r2. 

41Rober t 15. Coates, tl'Ihurber.. Inc ... !l Sat urdlly .rlevim" £.£ 
Literatt~c, 21:11, December 2, 1~39. 

42I.~ ~ cessary?, pp. 19-20. 



43Ibid., pp. 49-58. 
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47Ibid., p. 149. 
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he second parody, called "Ladies and Gentlemen's Guide 

••• it 1s wise to abandon all adverbial oonstructions 
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and a n 

t 

~ 

~ ~ Alone~), "Helpful Hi 

there at t~e door, la l 

or even pay attention to 

body will clap hand 

that simple. IISl 

The sarr-a thece of rebellion . 

o 

flatly concludes, flI don't 1 

five coc 

do 

oocktails are not ~oi 

not sto") drink! 

room. 
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de 

have to be 

YOI' 

but he believes that 

protective Providencethi 

collection called __ 

realizes that 

n t 

10 

___ .. _0..... _ ...... ....., .. ~ .... ....,&. ..... 
C -

, 

bel', 
rs, 1957), 

Its hands 0 

52J 
rot 

h 

d 

wash 

e thought ~ives ThUrber 

"~ature (1 do not say God becn 

orous. It has the capacity for inspiri~ the s~e sort 0 

terror present in Geor~e Orwell's 19S4 and Aldous Huxlev's 

Br8v~ Rew World. Thurber calls his story liThe Ladies of 01'­

lon, It and he be~in_s with: 

S 

~ Diversions, Thurber ~lves an onswer that is onlY hal~ h 

written in 1957 and incl 
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turned into Bornethi durabl the to est drygoods 1.f 

we are to endure the wear and tear caused by the fr tened 

temoo of our time. "53 

That is Thurber's answer. If th echanization continues, 

he says, ~an will be literally reduced to a chi hUl't>er• 

sees it as a prett~ tr ten tho t. 

53Ibid ., p. 2. 
~ 



be 

is 01­

01' i.t­

c 

ne in J.'uur­

ea1'8--l9l 
t~e life­

at 

o other write" 

ral plct 

.d 

ither are pal'ticularl~r 

g 

n. 

ccount of the ~at~le 

ituatlon peculiar to 

195~ interview, he d1~-

an 

tl 

n? 

his orusad 

sir:ilar--frustratlon, loss 

for action. 

cllina conflict, because the 

In 

s 

II 

a~d 

Ol:Al: 

, 

and 

to 

ureet difference is that toe wo 

to 

bel' bel 

1s eternal co~1lict Thurber acknovled~es to 

• • • 

hurber's 

s "the battle of 

t is alli 

to tho side of the fe~8le; and t~eroin lies h 

exes. 

o Ell' 

Closely allied to the battle 0 

.ost alwn~s nore virile, ~aterialisticJ and practical (Thurber's 

"Everybody 
tt1.nt.': Ver'Jr Serious." rew Reoubllc. l3ts:13~ lay 26, 195...... 

pa~ntej of each • 

I 

~alicious, but a det~telv co 

this country, 

Donination of 

of self respect, and finally, 

close 

iclso. 

effects, nt least on 

be go 

of t 

ber's wor 

has projuc~d such a prolonged runn 
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s re-
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a blinn 

to 

t 

lived--oer­

torial 

t are conside~ed 

a fifty-mile r~dlus 

bia. 

e.lf h, 

t 

been too 10 
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n are the ~ore 8ens1­

ucn for 

chines; the two usually 

ber h 

thority, their doctora, 

they read. On the other 

ore soclally confor~i 

o h 

look1n!" for th1. 

, ann often havin 

ColUI:lbus, Ohio. l':ost of the. 

women usually displ 

ople live with 

their 1 

l'inity f'or 

) ,lWhil 

Iv car1: 

~--peopl 

con:blnati'on of culliblilty and skepticism; 

consider to be 

ct that t~e experts are really as confused 

rSJ I' 

woroen are certainl 

w York. the land sociolo~ists call 

stery. lost Thurber 

ratner s 

nt ioned in Chapt 

una, ~ranee, Connecticut, 

by the masses as nsoft" jobs. They all fit into the eatecor"" 

are collcve peopl 

side terporarilv in th 

of 

of 

t 

the meo, if not in actions, at least in att1tllde. 'Thev both 

turn out for social events; the difference iS J the men rarely 

en.1O:.i them. Thev ~o anyway because they are meek and afraid 

01" their wives. 

mhurber deals aLl':l.ost exclusively wit~ white-collar ramlies. 

and an ar~ument could be made that his criticis~ does not apply 

to people w~o bet their hands dirty, a sP601ea he finds full 

better. 

• the men have 

psycnologlsts, and 

sam up to defeat the 

as ~hey are, but theY are al 

trust 1n what ~n 

tlve, the elre 

of the artist about thew. 

completely befuddled by 

women nave a strange 
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are usually week-end 

drinkers and are well enoudh off to ploy a caid. They lack 

none of the modorn conveniencQg. n short, they are the upper-

middle class, the "respectabl Ie. 

their 'bare feet away from' the 5011. 

I. FElULE DO 

Thurber has been ooncerned with female do~ination since 

beel~ng of bis writing career. It is interestinp. 

to note, howeve~, the completely different tone that prevailed 

in his first ;.>ubllshed short story, one called "Josephine .... 
2 r uav,," printed in 0. 1923 Kansas City Star Sunday IlUtgaz:'ne. 

one readi~ it today who is even sli~ht1y acquainted with 

hurber's other writ 11 swear it h another author. It 

tells e story of a n i 1..f o own a sickly pup. 

Th live it away, then decide want it back. bund 

finds that t put> has b 8'&01 from the man ..ad ve"'l 

it to t town bully. nan who was physically 

sUperl01' to t orlrln owner. ... now-fantastic ~rocery 

.d hisscene, urD~r has the husband t bully, 

dog, and then, en the D:'l.an , octt hiM out with a lle.t 

after a v.Ll no wool i~ht. T husband, like a CDWA~D" of 

old, tri tly retur it OR. to an adori ife. 

ere ~~ ao question about who wears the pants in the f ly; 

the sweet ::'0 fe is co tolv subservient to r nUSbar.d. 3 

2Thurber'B Do;;s, p. xi.
 

3Ibid., pp. f9-114.
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s c01n;­ to 

le is asked to help 

1!'e, ther 

xually conpetible, 

hurber--no natter how 

were 

ot.'<'I'-fAek, 49 :53, 

to a8 low as 3.lJ per cent."7) 

is to 

ot so, s 

nd His Humor,' 

just 

cess81'y?, p. 1. 

house • 

ark out. 

r 

It usually begins when the 

37 

xuall 

woul 

4'''lhur 

6Ib1d ., p. 14°. 
7Ibld. 

Thurber's men have never had it so rood since. Between 

be troubll3. 

out around t 

• • •
paint
boo 
thl 
this 
hi:n, 
~lll 

only 78 per cent 0 

y believed if 

well 

1923 and the pre£ent, Thurber hns chronicled the goinrs-on of 

what Newsweek has called tithe nominative She and the accusative-,,4 Eo be~an in 1929 with the publication of his join~ ~ro-• 

ject with L. D. ~fuite. l! ~ Neoessary?, (which signlfics-"ltl:; 

be~ins with the epl~ram nTh1nr.s look pr~tty bad rleht no~,ff a 

quote from ana Rnjor General Briggs at Shiloh?), and he has 

not stopped yot. At the end of World War I, Thurber wrote, 

the American m.an ". • • turned to sox, out of sheGr monentun, 

and overeat1.reated its it".portanoe as :'10 had l!l~ni.ried the im­

it" n6 Americans thounht sex wan evervthl~ CThur­r:'iens y Ool war. 

bel' ~aintain6d that in diITerent cases it val'led ". • • from 
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t 

he Persecution Complex leads the man to the fear that 

he is being dominated by his wife--and he is. The female don­

Ina...'"1ce in Tnurber' s next book, The Owl 10 ~ Attic, is 1:1ora 

pronounced. In it, Thurber has e1Mt short stories about iir. 

no. .t~rs. l:onroe, prototypes who are to carryon the battle of 

the sexes under different names throughout Thurber's caroer. 

e first of the eiRht stories sets the tono. The i'onroes 

are at tea In the home of some older friends nfter havinr. just 

COr:!6 from a cocktail party. J.1rs. lr.onroe is under the 1nflue'l"c 

and is acti~ quite irrational. Her husband, says 1'1'8. :oruroe, 

s e1pht hundred and seventy-four thousand Deneila. She is, 

'1'. 1:on1'06 knows. tl ••• alludinp in a fanciful and distross­

timely I:lanner to 11 habit of his, which was to brln17 

bid. , • 144-47. 



tbe 

t". • • • 
••• the 
d 1n the 

t to know," 
11

• 

" inroe, ••• pan c­

ent in and clos 

• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 
is wife. "The 

.at of a I'"4.other 

I,
• 4-­

pencil 
ith beco 

in pencils in t 
that it 

r • • • t1l0 

awa_'I,nt it does not 

• • • • • •
Jllt'll 

••• hl~ w 
e. ohild.11 

h 

he Owl In the .. _-------­
lOIbid., pp. L~-7. 

llIbld., p. 26. 

stricken, ran for his "'rife's roo!'1. fi 

Another story in the same group showe that J·:re. ~~onroe 

not only do~nate8 her hUDpand in the social and household in­

tricacies, she 5eemB to have core of w~at used to be tho~7.ht 

of as a strictlv,male character!stic--physlcal co~a~e. 'Ine 

couple is at their summer place where they have separate bed-

roo~s, wnen a bat s~ehow gets into ~r. ronroe's room one niRht. 

be~ins fli~lDR blankets around, cre8ti~~ a dreadful ~~s-

turbance in an atte~pt to fl~ht off what to h~ is a deadly 

threat. 

.39 

hoas from the office several pencils each daY and to leave the~. 

on his desk. or fnilin~ that, on her dressiDR table. Sile fre­

quently spoke to him disapprovingly about such th1AAs. t19 But 

t~leir ~.J[;ts are rtentile folk, so Er. f,onroe covers up. 
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door behind hiro, and stood there. .. Get in with .r=.o J dear, t said 

.1' s. I-:OOl'OG. 1112 

i·:r. Monroe is terrified again when his wife leaves .£lim for 

~.wurs ono nl.P:1lt while they aro at their country .h.o:.1se (h 

In that last of the Monroe stories, one called 

, &"....-. .-40nroe a.ttempts an atfiir with another , 

oman Wh1le his wife is away. He fails, ,thoup.h. because even 

~is wife is hone, her spirit haunts him, and he has been 

o Deaton down that he no longer has tho coni'idence to GO tl"'..ro 

with an affair he 'Would have relished ten years earlier. .-1,&- • 

'onroe realizes he is 

• • • it struck hla, as he i"-l1mpacd hirnsoli' i 
like an a 

- ossed h 

hurber cnro~icles the man-wo~n relationship not only 

ttl1'OUS is it famous u.r aWl..Il..c'"':5 • In a 1932 

---.1 in t._ --­ -_. hat is 

prob~ply his st .fa.""'o cartoon, t one ch the co1­

laotion take3 its titlv. 'he drawln ows ven in th 

reo. of fantasy, Thur_ber t en 

d 1 1 d. Loo rro~( 

n, d is a lar 1, probably 

wonaer how h ,ot; t • 
m sa:Tl •• nAIl 

12Ib1d • , "0. 27_ 

13~., p­ 55-63­

14Ib1d.• , p. 71. 

_collect! 

icts at 
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c o111c no'", 

1s another 

than fat' J:i 01' e 

But on 

, ",., 1
• 

15• 

At least the look 

trapeze and is 

ze, or rather a 

• 

l'awlnu 

eta, 

nn is 100ki 

ion. ~e is worried 

sort of scowl1 

out to r.et reveD£e for 

to do. 16 

urbel' shows that h1s 

that t._ 

pI' 

t .1ust onc 

1 

• 

do. It 

th 

to no 

o 

, obvlo 

v 

ust 

d to catch 

01 

1"8 1935 co11ect1on, 

indicate she 1s 

way--Yc 

ract1ca11tle 

as oono--o1' rOl'r.ott 

by now that 

o 

~ca1 in the roo~. 

rays the tact that she b 

reasons, for the woman h 

l1ev' 

ce that 

face of 

In ~he 1935 story abo~t 

I' 

t, have 

on 

on t 

and 

po 

of 

I' 

her 

180 is no match for 

his wife, wno d done the r 1 1 

prota~onist 1s no ch I' • .L.LJ.J.ClI Q • 

1930 wnen .L-u,-. 

Thlll'Oer, Tho Senl in th York: 
rothers, .935)-;-P:- l"':" ­

16,,'1 ~~id '1 A d th ~l
 

pe 

't.'Ld£. Q e-~ ~ ~ ~ .I.' ,I _up rapeza, front cove~. 
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h~~"••• too'P po for concr rond turned 

off onto it. hl7 h lty. Thur e .for machines 

(indeed, SOIlle pf the wocen ar ost cechanic e:Lves) is 

demonst"'ntod bY' lUts. 'Pendly's xter1tv at ti:o tr:.e 

fact thgt Thurber uses the t I'd person f ine pronoun in 

referring to 

rate, h :lusb 1 car, Ora. Pend-

At an 

now, I he 

not 

things cechan~c 

ntl....... 1 

andbcol'J 

Th 

b o c on t no of 

the previous the car's doo~. ". 

.. 3, while 

said 

'~r. Pend1y, I to co fr. f "19 

tion exists i other 3tor~ in the 1935 

collection, s not driven car 

since a bo~hoo ccident th a horse and b is fa does 

hup." 

• 

all th drivi , until one d , '1' y decides to drive in 

York City. ooan ts in front of the car, and it just 

misses her, awer orf the side of tl:.a l'o"ad. policeman 

con-I'll.talnt Tr , t it is not until later 

that t 

on nis 

has reall~" t>pen"" .... 

, 

17Ibid., p. 56. 19~., p. >.... 
l~.!!?!£., p. 61. 20Ibid ., p. 200. 



43 

Ie near 

able to 
o throw 
could 

hurber claims in another 

definite distinction between 

, 

y authenticated at 

e 

t 

other story 10 the 1935 collection, Thurbertill 

• • 

Not 

I 

ible. The time has come to 

a man is pure and simple brute strength. And even this Thurber 

records in the 1937 Let Your Mind Alonel The narrator of the--­

piece in the sace collection, she is becoming almost indeatruct­

2I Ibid., p. 63.-
22Ibid., p. 66. 

23Let Your Mind Alonel, p. 152.--­

story had, for some reason or other, always wanted to own a jav­

elin. One of the reasons he refusos to buy one: 

New London, Connecticut, in 1643. or 1644. A2l The thought gives 

• Bentley the shakes. He feels great sympathy for the ber­

oinels husband, one Coppice Allyn. 

have thought that April evening. • • when 
he oame home tram the fields to find a new gleam in 
his wife's ayes and ~eteen new corpses under her 
teet? He must have felt some vague, ala~ing resent­
ment; he must have realized, however dimly, that this 
was the beginning ot a new weave in the fabric ot life 
in the Colonies. Poor old Coppicet22 

The final, most hur~liat1n~ dominance a woman can have over 

"••• 1n an incredible and 

tells of the changes brought about in the lives of the Bentleys 

when Mrs. Bentley discovers that her great-great-great-great 

grandmother had slain nineteen Pequot Indians single-handedly 



motion is continued t'h'l'tn",..'h 

r r S 191.L0 Fables ill ~I ticularlv i n led 

24Ibid ., ~. 2)0. 

2?Ibld., u. ~31. 

c6Ib1e.., p. 233. 
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I1Gr 

bel' 
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fo 

r ~ote an ihtro­

lopment 

'ho story, "The Catbird Seat, II 

1 

-­ h"· 

in 194.;;,1at 

orothy Parker. preface to I-en, Woreon, and Do&& (New York: 
rco'lrt, Brae 

30ill..<!•• p. 72. 32 Ibid., P. 112. 

31~., p. 95. 33Ibld., p. 11...,. 

uct 

one) , 

ca.lJ.eC1 ~, 

f-arnival, the CAPAAP 
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shows that rhurber feels that the career woman 1s to the office 

t the housewife 1s to the ho~e--the dondneeri~ mistress. 

is a Lrs. ~~Glne Barrows and she is hired as a special 

adviso~ ~o the hitherto-smooth runninR F. and ~. accountin~ 

firm. No~ really knowing what she is doinG, she makes SUCh 

comments as: "Do you really need .!ll those filiIllt cabi-nets?"34 

he sad part of the situation is tha~ she has the boss under 

a witch-like spell QDd can do no wroYig 1n his eyes. She succoeds 

in t'irin.i2: rOl.~r poople a.nd several ~the!'s quit because o.t' her. 

She was huilty of ". • willful, blatant, and persistent at ­• 

terr..pts to destroy the efficienoy and system of F. and s."35 

e is different froe moat Thurber women in that abe is a des­

tructive force, rather than an or~aniz1n~ one. But she falls 

into the Se! enaral cat ry with the others; She is domin­

eerin d completol eteats th le--uo to a certain point 

.fc 111 be discussed later in th c tel' • 

One of t ost constant theme n urber's writi , 
i art in ~lots of several stories 

in the 1953 collection, Thurber ~ol~try. representative 

piece, he Pleasure Cruise 'and How to vive It," wil~ serve 

s an illustration. n inv9.l'iabl t thi~s mixed Ii 

8ail!~~ schedules, pier loceti0r.s, and other such data necessary 

to take pleasure CI'uisQ, hurber. But en do not. 

34Tha Thurber Carnival, P. 11.
 

35Ibid., p. 10.
 

c~ef 
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'.fney know. i thoi.lt ar.l th d lost on such an 8C­

venture. 

1n 
otif 

Of course, ah as r l;"1",nt. IT hu d and the cab driver 

were wron;:. 

An.-' in t first of the Further ~ables ~ ~ Time (1956), 

Thurber tells basically the storv. The fable is called 

"Th ea and the Shoro, nd it tells 0 d of nan's life, 

n th still lived t s • atever 

species tho n was then 1s not tisfied. he ",ants to fl.O 

to shore and t about thinrtB t t fl. • • wou~d one day be­

como ro~e-point lace and tarret eet perfumes anf. jewelry."37 

he rIlale, who II. • bad a feel ss end wesb.n3~• 

is satisfied where he 1_8. I1You'r thirlJ38 that 

nren't vet, n he tells her. 39 oes to shore anyway, a.nd 

sevoral eons later, the malg, to Ret aloM bv himself, 

"flobbera" up to shore,notic o.oebow, the old n:lrl 
. 

looks a little bettor than b • 

36rih 
-----.", l". 261.
 

37rurther l'ables for Our Time, n. 2.
 
,;;".;;;;;;~;.;,,;;;. -.;;;.;~~ - ­

38Ibid.-
.39~.
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he 
.11.e turned • 

reach the gr 
d yea.rs. , 

sat-
o seened 
other 

it for 

oral TurboI'. ~oints out is: n Let us pondeI' tb.is 

basic feet about tne human: Ahead of every man, not behin 

him, is a woman. n41 

~hurber has not ch~~ed his viewpoint. In the collection 

called AlaI'I1,s ~ L'iverslons, 'published only two years o in 

1957, he has two pieces dealin~ wit dominance. In the 

first, Ladies in OrIon," which tells of the literal mech­

anizatlon of t human of tomorrow, it is more than coinciaence 

that urber's chanical human of the future will be f Ie. 

n's function will be carried on b rtificial insemination.42 

e ends the piece on this Boaber note: e women will now 

please ep their seats lert th udltortuu• 

.~eY need, God knows, a head B •"43 In another storY in t~e 

booa, t ~bee to on ,I hurber sirr.pl ekes the point 

that even the tt-e Btro~~hold of the 11k 

of John Barl'vmore, is no­ n over ~by the WOffian •. 

II. 

ber's men do not ucR1e under to this domlnance. 

Occasionally, th stl' back, albeit us Iv in an ineffectual 

41Ibld., :;>. 3. 43Ibld., P. 5. 
and _w ~ .....42Al al'r.s • 2.. 44Ibid., pp. 36-44. 
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in retaliation 1s 

scene: 

so imperturbably dark 

of the forms and results 

only until his wife informs 

it as a kind of surprise 

pped toward ho::>.I.-, 
person likely to 
he would find 

r warmly • • • in such 
that she was at first 

she 
something, but 

• 

plrit f',

left in a 

i 

n an effort to regain the se 

this ever since his wife went 

o do BOI:let 

ible for him to work. ~e 
1'erlect and occasionally to catch 

n store windows, s~ot-machine 
1~ and rerlectinG.45 

nation 0 

led into tLe country a dozen bottles of 

lpertur 

11 point that 

urber 

An ex 

he 

was B. 
brao 
of' h1mse 
tc., 

role fOl1 

of the world. He bec 

first 

ebellion 

00 or ~he Owl in the Attic. It is Dot---­

.r. PODroe' a new role holl.os 

11'. Konroe has been do! 

45The Q!! !a ~ Attic, p. 11. 

46Ibid., p. 13.-

••• it 
liked to 

limpses 
....irro1'8, 

t4at she has s 

~ened!ctine, three of which s 

h 

to Europe for a vacation, 1n 

for he~ when she returns. The ho 

aDd ~8terioUB that 

El c.B7dre 

bable, 

of th 

and 

with the bat. He decides to become darkly mysterious, i~p9rtur-

confidence he has lost because of such experiences as the battle 

story called 

!.~ • 
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• 

ying. 

.urber, 

t1J&e, it 

$1 

, 

he sit­

fe is 

d the paper, 

• • • 

the 

s7, not, or 

Be doe~, 

i£llored. 

tlnrt: to 

year later in 1932 en­

naintains that the mos 

ore the wife. Or course, 

th 

out into the street. Then­

att 

t 

nner quotea. If the wire says 

is bei 

s1mplest way out, says 

Iocr, oontinue reading it with 

eapo 

n,
publish 

1· 

an 

t 

himself • 

naIl 

ill he go baok for t 

r 

n t 

extent of hr. Monroe's rebellion, his assertion 

paper on t 

ta to 

's 

s though deeply cODsidering 

to oco 

a1 of retaliation is to 

Int. 

i 

ot 1 

t be 0 areful thou 

be 

47ill!!., .....7. 

48~., 9P­ 19-2v. 

ef 

is to 

one c 

.It 

•
bloc 
ran 
or 

Hu 

no 0 

• • •
t 
eep, 

a 10 .... 

That is t 

of his masculln 

I 

titled ItListen t 

bowed h 

11 

tully plckina u 
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So I asked her, 'What timo is it?'" and the h".lsband repll.es 

that is ei~ht o'clock, he 1s in t~ouble. Thurber concludes 

• • • use 
iro, ttend 

p out, shout 
ine and 
that when ne 

that "r know a few husbands who amply evade the whole prob­
. 

lem by .t1vll'_tl. un readloL. They just don't read anything 8Jlv­

ore. l~ Bcems to me that th~s is cowardly."49 

;:r. l>endly, in t 

can d.o no ,{;'lore in retaliation than Hr. J onroe. Fer..dl:v 18 tne 

o cannot d~lve a ear. liis wite can, and he resents it. 

The resent~ent takes the form of no action, but only another 

davdrea.m. 

,	 io 
_ 

zoo 

The first r'a n is one Fr. Brush 

in & 1935 story called is '.-lild." Br is persuadca 

b is wife to visit so ienda;a. d~nner, the host suc­
ests game of aler's choice po • 'nfortunately, there are 

women present, a they rtt to play. tr. Brush ia a pok~r ulayer 

o he cla&~lc five-card stud, five-cR aw sOhool and he 18 

di yed when th o s as Duck-in-the-?ond, 

Pois~n Ivy, seven card stud th twos and threes wild, and 

other such feminine versions n it con:es s• 

49James Thur-ber, "Listen to ls, Dear," 
January, 1932. 

5 H~~u~e-AEed Man ~ ~ FlyiBK Trapeze, p. 57. 
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turn to deal, he calls a ridiculously co~pl !mown as 

oap-in-Your- (out west. they call it ck-1n-t~e-Pants). 

.p his own rules as h oes alonr: (tne 

fours. :ives, sixes, and ei~hts e wild), Brush deals ro~~~ 

to thre 1 ra , inc f. His is hiQ:n on 

a teehni e alacover tar re turnQ'-& "'"1"'. 

Tne u ortl t in t~e c~lps. On t 

home, t ride in usband speaks. 

•" 

5lIb .....,. , 7• • 
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ay, finally ~ives in 

reble. t'\1'e11, 
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everythi 
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find som 
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54 

all th 

born--in a barn?"S4 

nature, "The Break 

--so 

to be~in a murder, to say the 

r husband. She knows what ~~ Is 

• Preble carried out his plan. 

yo 

Ul; it doeD not 

s atter hi~, "And shut that door be­

er 

ich resulta from 

5-86. 

1'e 

2. 

d not. 

pp. 

:>. 86. 

• • 

'ivorce 

ther Wlconvinci 

the cellar any more. 

w~ to the cellar with 

A story of a core ser10 

52Ibid., p. 

S3Ibid. , 

54J.bid •• 

A 

~. Preble ~oes out into the street to find a piece of 

P to. 

"It f 

this 

~ 

· 'inships." published two years later in Let Tour ~ Alone1, 

e is a beaten ~An. 

tells oJ 

iron or something. As he leaves, his wife, domineering even 

in her own murtter, SCI' 

never tells the reader if 

hind youl • 

feels that h( 

and 

least, but J.:rs. heble, nu~~~ 
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usband. It ben1ns innocentl no at a cocktail ~arty when 

both 1'J'. and ~Jlra. Winship are the weather. Lr s. 

inship is putti forth t tl'n",a,.,t that Greta Garbo is by 

ar the ~reatest Gr tic t f the d • .Boanu., 

ore in ar. effort to anno r tnan lse, objects. 

nald Duck is better, he save. It ly an incident to 

break u' riaGe, but a d 0 llct i own. It orows 

on the pri of th lnships, and the ~esult is divorce. rr. 

ip c1 

• • • 

The wite is just as ad nt. 81' nt, She says, 

•de-

It 
It 

o re ted domination, albeiHere is an ex Ie of 

55Let Your 1~ind Alone t, pp. 88 -89. 

56Y'id.:!:E...-., lJ. V7. 
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not too wisely. The arat10n 18 a re t, not so much of 

the rebellion, but or to Ish prlde~on the part of both, a 

pride that probably ao t exist in the les8 sophisticated 

ple that Th~ber do at it A s~il~r story, 

same book. The re­"A Couple of H~b 

sult i8 not as tra~ic, d"wlfe involved are just 

as venomou y Bing r couple. Again, the man is 

resisting feIr'..al ominatlon. his wite are driving down 

a highway and they a re hungry; he wants to stop at what he 

calls a "doJZ:-wagon," a roadside diner, for a couole of ham­

burgers. She wants to go to a restaurant. While they are ar­

gUing, the wife, who hears better than her husband, notices 

a "tunny sound ll coming trom the car engine. She had heard the 

sound before, and a bearing had burned out. He ignores her 

en She tic it this b if 1nally concedes to 

stopping at a "cut diner r food. They pas8 up several be-

us he does not approve 0 hem. Finally, 

pUiled up and stopped beside the diner, and turned 
on her. "Listen," he said, grittlngly, "I'm going 
to put down a couple or hwmburgers 10 this place even 
if there Isn't ona single inch of chintz or cr~tonne 
in the whole--" "Oh, be still, Q she sald. • .';)7 

6Y go in, he eats his hamburgers (with onions, which 

his wife detests), and she on1y cup or'coffee because she 

thinks the p1aee is not clean. On the road again 

be beRan to sin~, ry 1, dlY, "H-A-double-R 

5IIbid., p. 115.-
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tterns as his 

er.1.ngly successful.8 
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surely GoinG to win. 

Qb se~eral cxar.:ples ot 

ricf fable culled "The 

.bout a sensitive !kalo chip­

11 out his art. 

eannot GO to the banquet because 

to pile up a 

tiuts in 

co 

ataJ. 
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10 effect. 

r 

r u..." 

B studs, but all the chipcunks who do ~o are 

1'. 

htirber lete t 

A sl~lke cannot bet in t~e chipmunk's door 

t is blocked with dirty laundry. The 

d, however, when his wire r~turns and cleans 

take 9 walk in the daylight (he has 

1 day), and the Dhrike ~lls them both. ~~ 

t 

t to 

st 

, 

Is by 

chinery, 

att 

nel ti'1e Cn~pm1.lIl..K.B 

o 

In Fable¥ .£2!.. ~ ~,rhUl'h 

1 

ater1alistic 

57 

58Ibld., P~. 116-17.- -

to catc 

ch1pmun~ 1s 

the :101'8e. 'Sh 

slats 

better 

he cannot 

lIed by a 

re~aralcss of t 

~ale rebellion. 

ut in t 

the aiel o~ 
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n1eht 

out 

t.at she 
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senie in 

ale 

is wife 
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in th 

is rejected, he 

--r babi 

ife." T: 

ventuallv fin 

tel' 

11 tin, 

.59 

h 

.d 

• 

1019. 

froo bis wU'e t 

a 

from stor 

that ho h 

rt and that be 

tales in 

tiir:e, but th 

Balt1.nor 

tor 

41-42. 
5-46 • • 

The wii's, on 

Ope 

o find a no 

W1.t 

for Our Time, pp. 21-22.--­

oLest.61 

winner 

a chi~ney brick. 60 In another, a crow 

'l'here are oth 

59 

n he is really out on the to 

on 

ani-at tells his 

to rtm off lr.it 

the lI!ed1.c 

returns h 

wi 

is entitled nTh 

1s t 

that babies do not co 

A tale of a man weo wina an even greater viotory ,over the 

fen:..ale ti:lan Lr. Brush does 1n the poker game, is one called 

IImhe unicorn 1n the Garden, II also included in t'abl.cs .f.<2!: .£::!!: 

1me. \-l.tlere Mr. Brush only won a a ...ngle battle (one suspects 

is wife will Ret bac~ at n1m 1n some wa~). ~ne nUSDana wno says 

he sees a unicorn in the earden decisively wins the entire war~ 

He Is Q tvpioal Th~~bcr man, ~r~ll and' meek, and he is deli~hted 

ana not really much surprised to find a unicorn in his karden 

eatiruz roses one morning..He tel.ls h~s wife- about it and sna-... 
info!":rs hiLl that the unicorn is a mythical beast. Furthermore, 

fully resists for 



w',oer 

put 

59 

e. 
asked 
"The 

ne cartoon 

ire, but of 

fter. It 1s a 

• 

r hi 

and uo 

Ie rebellions in his 1943 

iser than she thinks. 

e 

. ppilv ev 

the words "booby" and 
them even les8 on a 

un1.com in the garden, thou-ht 
that, '1 he said. 

o1deg horn in 
or. 2 

r away to an institution. ~be husband, 

e1' husband 

15 a booby and she is eoin~ to have h 

eb. 

H1B psychiatrist tells tbe man that his wife is crazy as 

2Ib1d ." p. 65. 

63Ibid., p. 66. 

l'hurber records sever 81 other 

urneI' tells the reader, Ii 

collect:ons of drawlnRs, L!n, 

tIle artist over the practical person. it is the closest 

co~es to ~ak1n~ life livable for the ~ale. 

a jay bird, and tages 

in a booby 

conplete viotory, ~ot only of 

he wife calls the pollee and a psychiatrist and tells 

them to brine a strait-jacket. Nnen they arrive, when the 

wife is sure the husband 1s still in the y.arden, she tells tne 

that her husband has seen a unicorn. The plan backfires. 

At a sole 
leaped 
had a 

s..l).e tells him, 
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an embittered man 10 'kinR 10 tho door of the ~apph~r 

bles 

oOKS to be Singapore Slings. Pink Ladies, and 

Sours. The man. obviouslY. the senti~ental type who 

longs tor the strictlY male bourbon-and-water bar of the old 

sna.rling: "You 9.ah dam PUSSY cats.qv~ Another de­

ieta a man and wife in twin beds. The man, weari;lS a sh~, 

- -

hrul ~lttle smile, 1s pointing his index ringer at his as. 

toniahed battle-axe o~ a mate. and saying "Bangl Bang1 Banp;1 t165 

A third shows a &mUg, smlltng man sitting 10 a living rOQ 

opposite hie angry wire, who is saying, "Hhy don f t YOU let 

ow what it is, if it' 

~ tri~h almost as decisive as the unicorn man's 1s re­

lated in a short story called liThe Oatbird Seat," one in t 

1945 collection, The Thurber Carnival. The situation in th 

3tory is recorded earlier in this oapter. ttra. Barrows, th 

career woman who 19 wreckLn~ the F. and S. efficienoy, is found 

partioularly repugnRDt by the usually-meek little head of the 

company's filing department, a ~r. Martin. She ::'3 becomin~ a 

definite threat to the syctem he had initiated, and beside that, 
. 

o~ constantly using Red Barber's baseball phraseolo 

("sitting in the catb1.rd seat, n "tearing up the pea patch, rt 

down the rain barrel") 1s becoming too muc~ for him. 

To his own BJ:1azement, he finds h1.mselt planning to murder her. 

n. ~ Dogs, p. 9.
 

65Ibld., p. 8.
 

66~., p. 40.
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, wu.'UU u,", backs out at the last oinute. he uses the 

ie device to defeat }~s. Bar~a~B that the unicorn man uses 

to defeat his wife. He ~oes to her lapart~ent, smokes a c~uar-

tte, has a drink, speaks calumny about the nend of the fl~m 

{three things nobody has ever known ~~. Martin to do before}, 

ana finally announc.es a plan to become " • • '. coked to the 

lls" on heroin and ". • blow the old goat ~he bOS~n~,qn.er• 
{...7than hell. " .. r·irs. Barrows is, of course, shocked. She lnfor.:ms 

61' emPloyer the next day o£ Rartin's devious plan, after also 

eiling him of h1s d~Bgracerul actions. It works. l.e.rtln ' s 

eIployer doee not believe the story. He thinks that aI'S. ~nr-

rows, like the unicorn man's wife, is crazy as a jay bird, and 

-1ismisses her. 6>3 JIhe only restriction on Martini s victory 

is that he c t tell anvon out it. 

A 1953 story called he C or Dimity Ann,h Dublishod 

in .......~ -...,. v ...... ""'""""'lAo el relat conflict on a ch 

better natur d .more Bubtl-_ al. "he p1'lncipB~s are a 

tel' and his wife and t 'g:u~uv , oth a little drunk-

e , B1't'8.P a cocktail party. ire tries to analyse 

one of .l:ler aodle old idlos (h ad to tie up a 

cat several times a day with C01'O 0 own) and 

to ~i~6 it Freudian sl~niflcan • teB r1diculing 

er old beauo and quest t p lo~icel terminology 

67The Thurber Carnival, p. J.4.. 

6o~., PP. 9-17. 
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69Thurbor Country, p. 113. 

70~., p. 115. 

71Ibid. 
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s not tell the 

nr: off with ad 

p. ~9-94.• 

Thurber d 
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blif'i'aloes and 

• He comes no!':le fl' om 

If the father of n litter of 

o~ng to neawarns his mate that 

YO~~1Dg, I'll drown the 

"75 His nAte takes naternal• 
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, a. .calo f:l;lne 
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a on the 

13FUI'thol' It'ables for .b -_....." 
74Ibid., pp~ 60-64. 
75Ibid., p. 14v.-
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been dealt with by 

Proudfoot's ro­

so others, it 

Ji.UA UUl:' Ii: • 

'011 ~hurber's account ,0 chine 8tr~~la whic 

h career, his reco1'e mo cone 

0" the vattle of • 
the7 nlWllvs have be 

r1can men and t that don-

nation have been' seen. fhe quest t to d 1~ 

tha b13 one: w'1ly? It is nobodY's 6X­

capt the Malels. He has nut t th~ now 

holds. of 

t l' tried 

~o sor.:et 01" WO that s ot. ay rate 

76Ib1d ., pp. 143-4'7. 



65 

to 

re 

ears, 

UI 

n 
• 

n, 

lssed by 

runs all 

bars, toe 

notion 

t fift 

sexes. 

f, 

orPo'ther man and 
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itive, and th 

that his 

it 

idlt 

household, trouble is the 
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h6ft'U6 ns of th 
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that troubl 

this country 1n t 

out 

• 

her olac 

er-, t· 

·th the 

nh 
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record 

the most profound Boclo1o~ist. 

the wro~ road, says Thurber, both he11evi 
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to be th 

8.tte~ptB to t 
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Thurber 

'ooan RoO do 

office, 
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th 

when, as has h 

~o now, 

_eet of' cle.y, h 

believe the stor 

sensitivity t' 

result. 

the 
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8. f B..1. J...l.I1K 
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to le~end*, has almost Q~"U._J S crlt::'cize ericans for 

their herd instinct to co This i ,ne 0 eVuI'al thiDP.s 

urber ,,·omeD. o all 3 real roes, t.u 

ones W~lr, beat the syst the psvcholo~ist d h~lp-

ful hint experts, &I'e non-co or~sts. It was true en .ae 

be,3an wrltins: and it is tr today. 

In.!! ~ he c hia'too of or ;;)1llith, 

hich na e entioned in an earlier chapter, 1s the cese 

ilistory conl·ormlet. turn non-con1"orr.:ist. ,9 minut e 

breo.ks t laBs in the pi~-in-tne-c~ov uzzlo3 ana pu s 

the little ball b th niB finne~8, he 

ceased confo~m~ n e 1 better r.nn for it. en 

poor littl • ooroe in t 1931 book, !h2 Owl 1n ~ Attic, 

is a non-conformist in h 

in t 

u1ded cannot ke showers• 

work; h.c e t store furniture; he c ot do all thln~s 

that t lboro ci~argttc ads can 

do. ha s do, an' 

rican 1 

pects tLe Earlboro 

is incapable or doing, 1s to Cll'AAm, to rlvster­

ious an .uJlV6rt'.U'bable. t 1s his reb ion nst wife 
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dn 

lo.rJle V-1ddla-Ar;ed r:an .2!! ~ - -J _.=0 rapeze, pp. 174-82.
 

17Ibid.. p. 2.
 

16~., p. 5.
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After that, the man retuses to confor.m and wear an overcoat 

b~cause 

I s1mply want to be mentally at ease, and I have 
~ound out atter years or experience that 1 cannot 
be mental.ly at ease and at the same time wear an 
overcoat. Going without an overcoat in bitter 
weather has, God knows, its special humi11at1ons, 
but having a kindly old lady come ul1 to me on the 
street and hand me a dtme 18 nothing compared to 
the horror 1 went thro~ when I wore an overcoat, 
or tried to wear ane. 1 

is even dar tor characters in Thurber'son-conto 

1956 collection ot tables. It 1s espeoially hard for foolish 

non-conformists like the young jackdaws who want to build their 

nest on the minute hand of the town clock. Naturally, the nest 

talls off every t1ce the hand makes a half circle, but the 

birds are not d1smayed. They thtnk they did not start early 

enough d t tI7 n the next day with the same result. 

Finally they giYe 1t up d build the~r nest ·in the ~zle 

ot cannon ere theY bear only the firs t or a twenty­

one-gun salute t1red ~n honor of a visltin chief or atate.20 

hey are not very t, but their non-conformity p.:1ves them 

a certain innocent charm. 

A more serious table in the s collection tells of a 

mongoose who does not conform to the standards of other mon­

ooes, or mongeese. is oeace-lov and ~oes not like to 

kill cobras. t quirk in his pe rsonallt7 gets into lots 

19Ibld., p. 6.-
20Purther Fables tor Our Time, pp. L19-22. 
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n~ clay to clay, if the e 

r122 ...that is, 

onlt 

to a Thurber 

e ~ellB 0 

urber's DO 

• ~--" ... !2!:. QUI' Time, p. 13. 
,ur-ber, The Yeara With Ross, (cloaton: 
nv, 1959). -­

C.:>nl'orl.lnr: can 

r0' 

DrOl>."t'l 

~ bOo~J 

to 



, 
cnns are a peop~e aurrounded by the cliche and ~ost 

of them seer to enjoy it. Witness the ove~helming popularity 

of such cl1ch~-ridden institutions as ra-dl0 soap opera {\<;il1ch 

~~urber l~old~ntally explores to so~e length in R stralCnr. re­

portorial job in ~ Beast in l'e and Ct~er Animals}, Hollywood, 

television, and any number of pulp Dl8J.~azlne9 'and naDer-back 

uses. An experieaoed observer can;succeasfull 

their proQucta after the first scene or 

~",Q~.J one 1ttlowa how the -stories go: t'......., ~' .... 'O.&.' ..v~· ......u .... ,• 

~ore aependaule character invariably wins out over the less 



.. '4" ...... '" .!:2!. ~ Time, p. 22. 
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tv-foot ~ace, and confrd 

ably won't €oven finish second." 

ish line, Thurber's tortoise w. 

and three-quarter inch6s."26 

• • 

100 n. • .prob­

rOx1nate1.~ el;ili,t 

the fln­

26Ibid ., ,. 61. 

27Ibia., p. 19. 



berls beal' 

e 

e themselves gods and 

d children would be happy 

who would 

the first of several moral essays Thur­

the story, the reformation woul 

28Ib1d ., p. 3J.-
29Ibld.-

e tidlywood telii 

lexion would improve and his wit 

There are many moreo, but as pleasant as it 1s to refer to 

84 

IV • Ii'Af..C)E GODS 

Two storles appear in the 1935 ~ Middle-Aged ~ ~ !a! 

• • • ",ould stand OD his heud and on his hands and 
would turn cartwheels in the house, kicking over 

rella stand, knoc~ down the bridge lamps, 
_ his elbows through the windows. Then 

he would 11e down on the tloor, tired by his health­
rul exercise, and go to sleep. 1UV w1fe was greatly 
distressed and his children. were verY' f'r1~htened.29 

O"The Courtship ot Arthur and Al,­ "The Pat1entBloodhound," 
both trom Fables for Our Time, "The Princess and the Tin Box," 
trom The Beaat intre and tJ"Elii'r Animals, and "The Bat Who Got 
the .l.JiII' out. Ii ""hecrICket and th~ Wren, n both trom Further 
Fables tor Our Time, are the best of the others.-­

tham, the point has been made. 

FlYing Trapeze which 

bel' was to write about 

been a thing ot great inspiration. The bear t s income and com­

as larks now that daddy 18 not a drunkard any,more. Not so with 

Thurber. To demonstrate his well-being since swearing orr, Thur-

Then he would collapse on the floor and l1e there 
tIl he went to sleep. His wifo was greatly ~S8­

tressed and his children were very frightened. 

Finally, be retorms and becomes a tamed temperance speaker. 



- -" - • .,? -­ _ ....."ze, p. 20v. 
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rcitully 

not knowt it do 

e 1s shoved out a win-
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tiona~ hero and his end comes 

the Times ~an ~ced-­
k-eysd world dat I put
eh--an' made an asa 

o ~rogsn was a reter­
ench fliers who, in 

altvay around the world, 
.ppily been lost at sea.31 

up the interview, too. They make him 

s several days later when Smuroh meots 

that he 1s a il.ational hero now, and that 

c 

cove.r 

dest and unassuming 

DOW idol is 

fhat 1s the ne· 
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"Youse 
"youse, 
it over 
0' t 
ence to a 
attempti 
had, two 

betore the public finds out about him. 

31Ibid., p. 209.-
3~lbld., PP. 211-12.-
33Ib1d., pp. 212-14.-

dow nine floors trom the sidewalk. buried 1n Ar11ngton Cemetery 

under a shrine. 33 America 18 a great nation tor heroes. But 

when one like Smuroh oomes along. the country finds i taelt 

out to b 

its god. 

with the bl~i~s of the country--mayors, governors, government 

otriciaa, behaviorist psychologists, and editors. The group 

trle.s to tell 

Th" 

he must act the part. 

"I get ya, I get Ja," he cut in, DQstily. nYa want 
me to aok like a sotty, huh? Ya want me to ack 11ke 
that babJ-taoe Lindbergh, huh? Well, 
nuts to that, s8e1 • • • "~en do I start cutt1n' in on 
de parties, huh? And what's they golD' to be in it?" 
He rubbed a thumb and foretinger together meanlDgly. 
"Moneyl" exclaimed a state senator, shocked, pale. 
"Yeh, money~n said Pal, tliQiing his cigarette out ot 
e vindow. An' b1g money."J 

18 that t 

!he country has another god to wor 





In 1945, Thurber wrote "The Catbl~d Seat." the tale auu~t 

the career ",om.an w:Jo would be Rod in t~e accountiQ£ .firn Wli&H~ 

~. Martin works. The result there has been related. Thtn-ber 

continues with the same theme in the second collection of his 

.fables, pl\olished in 1956. Three of those deal with men who 

would be ~o~s. One will suffice as an ex lea It concerns 

a city oouse who ~oes to live 1n th I1s of an old house 

the co.mtry. ins lordi t over c'" 

he 

• • 

34pables for ~ T1me, pp. 35-6.
 

35rurther Fables ~ ~~, pp. 109-10.
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tt1ru;: off s~ci"1 witticisms as "Dlesseci are the rich, for t 

can pay their way into the klngdoJTl or Heaven," Lecal tender 1sI 

the n1Jtilt, n ant: "l.oney: rcakes the nihhtmal'e r.o." 36 He 1'1. :ures 

he \01111 go back to the city and 11 va like a kinrt because II. • • 

they say you can't take it with you, 5ut] !' 1:1 r.o1n.R to ta' 

it w1.th ~;,n But after the city ~OUBe, eats all the Li'oney, Lle 

finds 'that he is too fat to get out of the wall. lie di 

nobody b~t the country mice know that he is the richest mouse 

the wJrld. Thurbor's moral is one to be heeded not only byL 

en wno woUJ.d b ods, but b n WCiO
 

uck: "~~iB 1E the Dost or f01't
 e: one foot 1n 

t ,vy, one foot in the ave • .,37 The theme prevails 

1n three othor .. _ leB, Cat in the Lifeboat, 113 

Itt.n...at l1aunened. to Charles ,"39 i d the Dina­~ 

saUl". "40 

V. THE ENGLI.., 

"If we went out into the streets dressed the way we talk," 

hurber said 1n an interview in 1953, "we would be arrested 

for indecent exposure."41 

36Ibid., pp. 111-12.
 

37 Ibid •• p. 112.
 

38Ibld., pp. 54-59.
 
39Ibid., pp. 115-1~.
 

40Ibid., pp. 65-69.
 

41 Jre,ndon, .2E. cit., p. 16. 
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to save the 

, or tor­
s infected 

times looka 
solid gold 

18 or their 

lieves that it is ~oing 

leon Avenue hucksters,, 

latter, Thurber writes that 

aracterlstlos of certain letter. indescription ot 

sychologists who coin such abortions a~ the verbs Uto flnal­

420owle7, 2e- £!l-, P. 43. 

Several years ago, Thurber launched a camnai 

. -
t 

to 

the alphabet, he wrote: 

hur~er himself is an exquisite arraDRer of words and when 

the lan~e ~et8 to the point that tho worda are alaost mean­

1n~le8s, a point be feels tho Amerioan language 1s certainly 

approaching, he does not take kindly to it. Be has always been 

t'aacinated by the BOWlds and meanInlls of words and never tires 

or D~a~LQ2 games with them. Ofie example wIll serve to i1~u8trate. 

In a 1955 New Yorker plaoe called "The Tyranny of Trivia," whioh 

began as a defense a~a1nst one critic's char2e tba~ Thurber 1s 

too much concernild with the small th1nJi:s of life, but then lapsed 

1zen and "to erotIcize." ot t 

lish langua~e in this countrx_ 

to pot at the hands or politic 
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L.~, 

- -- ---.rivi - J ", -
1955.31:33. 



1'.-15. 

159-64. 

p. 

--d-~ Trauoze~ ~w. 
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s Oeen 

not111IlG. 1:e 

- ~_ s, \~. O. n., 
- 'pril 14, 1956. 

d all t" 

bles for Our Time-----­

pectacul 

frenzieD. note: 

l~uap.e defilers in 

he 1s wr1tins tne Q>U" 

come to 

ie,u "bold," 

, 

nds on t 

that a rnov1 

00 

ar:T" 

, "Hal' 
als 

aI', 'l'burber' 

,1Il~J.lli 

he fair solit 
then, on the V 

11 four walls of 
than a tho 

present 

ieee b 

~t for it. 

49H1m..+:h <:>1' F'ables for Our Time, p. 129. 
--------~ 

In the sare.e 

aoe frOb, l';ordsworth's "Lucy,n and t 

48James Thurb 
and All the otber 

several of them. In one which sums up Thurber's feelinus abo~t 

it all, called "The Weaver and the;Jorm.,11 he W1'ltes: 

eaver watohed 1n Wide-eyed wonder a silkworm 
pinnin~ ita cocoon in a wh~te ~:~berry t.ree. 

/here do YOU Bet that stuff?" asked the a~irln3 

- o make son..ethin~ out of it?" 1n­
q - .. - - - -

was pUblishod, and he lashes out at t 

'spectacular,n "terl'ifio," nol 

ends 

vert.1se 

superlatives used by Lo 
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he word Il gudcia" is one that Thurber uses to describe t~ 

reckless verbal slurrins used in this country, £. E., "Where's 

he goods go? What's he gudda do?"50 

In two other fables in the 1956 collecti0n, Thurber ~ows 

what can nappen when words cease to make senae. Cne callea 

nln,,-_ Ladv of the Le~s" tells of a very vain, very dumb fe::lale 

froe who lives in a pool near Paris. A Parisian rest 

pleases her no end when he tells her that she has the most 

succulent le~B on earth, that she should be served like a queen 

with the most excellent no to a certain celebrated 

bon vivant, ute cuisine. He tells 

er she will be talked about never devotees of the culinary 

art assemble Bnd that she will be r red tl~e daintiest 

ish in the history of gastronomy. The fro~, not knowi~ What 

all the words mean, but Greatly impressed with their ele~ant 

sounds, Bt~rees to his proposal. Her legs are eaten.5l 

n the last fable in the book, Thurber tells a storY of 

the end of civilization, just as he told of the be~innln~ of 

civilization in the book's first fable. t 1s about le~~ngs, 

who extension become all man d. e end beQ:ins n 

excitable 1e nr sees the sunrise 0 1 the trees d 

runniOb about toward t cr lth'1rel" Others join in the 

mad rush. shoutin~ that t~ orld is comink to an end. 

r an 1s or, f1 Bweek, 49:56, ?ebruary 4, 1957. 

51Purther Fables for ~ Time, pp. 134-36. 
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1 the 

rhJe 

t up to 

tleist 

rlt l s a 

'­

l1cal17 

of oUl'est 

nd 

.oy otner 

n
• 

or 

to save the 

e 

lnlv responsible 

rest babble of 

sy-Chose 

e wltes that 

aist, be 

bel' could have 

ostat" 

any 

ar 

• 

t rl. • • 

• 53 

l" I oUler 

f 

wu~p~r, but in a unl­

t 

1 

tod 

d 
onset 

owned in 

• full 

a 

t t ins't the fltll context o~ 

es of ocean 

t 

Itl rl Th 

rl.tlcal atte 

yell "voe-tat" and others Mis­

call 

ps 

laDJ7,ua.r:e 

n out all nl~~t shouts that they fire 

oices 

1957 ni 

• ThUrber." In it, Thurber 'pro~ose8 that 

d 

e 

shout! 

inta1ns that politicl 

lon, that of t 

ion 

r 

Ie who h 

co~cs in 

ber's latest 

You l~o .. , 

on a treasure hunt and ft •• 

52~., pp. 172-'-/.. 

53cowley, QE. cit., p. 44. 
54A1al'r.'lS ~ Diversions, p. Iv. 

• • • a 
tic 

U; 

unken 

01: 

~ned it: not with a b 

a 

for the sad state of t 

also th 

confusion, a 0""". 

8.1"e 10st~,,52 

versal co 

1 

ray serene the dark unfathomea c 

bear," ".3 4 s daughter shouts, no 

her father's elevant words. " 
houts; so 

think th 

le.mminR8 r un to t.1:le sea 
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After oommenttnR as cuttinr-ly on the effect fundamentalist 

on tue ~nngun~e, Tnur­-

ber shows what Americans would do with bir Win 

rather clear "GIve us the tool and we will finish the job. 1l In 

ashlm:ton, says 'n~urberI the sentence would be changed to t1~up_ 

ply us with the tmplenents and we will finalize the solution of 

the natter. n56 Thurber turns finallY to the ~reatest institu­

tion ol aborted words of dison Avenue. J.fter COn­

n on the cie tte loh claim 1 oduct "tastes 

ood like a cl te Si10ulcl," r kes two StmR6stions 

to the fl. • • Ison A nUl illit in a f'l e1 suits." 

e first Is a slocan for a b ry: ,,­ tl1l brew Food like 

w sed to could.n51 The second s to be d bv a tranauill ­

z dr f 

5:/..!E.!2.. I p. 19. 

56Ib1d ., p. 26. 

57Ibld., p. 25. 
58l.Q.!2. 
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to him: 

Bald: 

uc 

11y a 

lcolm Cowl 

ould be no 

is 

he criticis. 

, 

ell is nev~ 

, not just two or 

8sil:f for 

not 

oes it; 

urb 

r 

o natter whc.t 

to fit the nold of 

, 1s PI' 

tel' 

for it. 

rls stor 

1'0 

nl
• 

re-wri 

t~e tale itself that to 

urtler 

cr1tic 

'lis •• 

001al orlticiB~. 

wit 

there bec 

DC 

~ll.Log. 

u or, t! .£:2• ill., P • 52. 

o 

re. In a 1 

cone 

list 

for 

r force 

octl 

oral is inherent. 

i 

11 hi 

co 

er: 

e 

punct 

61' a 

y and critics reco..nlZ 

n 

, but 

tlcu.Lou 

bel', r 

~ atylistic exoel~ence 00 

• 

B 

sual "Aft~.o~ 

2cowlev, £2. £1!., p. 43. 

t 

ok out. 

thl' 

is so artiatlc 

1s, ~e n 

mOl'C standard venicl 

" 

the 

other 

wary of 
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• 

e same 'orob­

treat1st;;s 

11. 

1dtt 

of the Weak: 7he Secret 
at ~., 1947.­

written so 

Boc~olo~1sts on 

tae at 

I1terat 

Eut none h 

o 

• 

l' quoted by (Joor 
ictIon, n ~ AI v_ ... _, ..... 

n th 

'urb 

~er social crl;;~cs 

POl' 

itten 

concluding chapter--nnd it illustrates all tbnt is the best 1n 

ber, both stylistically snd as social criticism. It is 

offered as the proof of this thesis--that raurber has succe9~-

fully Inter1'sted humo~ and social critlc.o.L<' • 
. 

cret Life of \1al tal' l:ittyO W8_S fir at published in 

er .:.;,n 1939. It has b6en reprinted many t~es since 

then and first appeared in book for~ ~n the lS42 collect1on, 

le~B Thurber has dealt with. 

ost casual Thurber reader probably has been dia­

t no mention has been made in this work of n'l'ne 

..,ecret Life of Walter i"itty.fl It is Thurb~rt5 short stor 

terplece and certainly his most widely-known work, hnvinr. Ocen 

oade into a successful movie starring Danny Kaye in the late 

forties (Thurber did not liko what hollywood did to the story-­

"It be;~an to get bad lo!ith the rust git-gat-glt~"le,n he said. 

tI If they' <i spent one tenth the Ir.one"y, it would havo been t 

ti.I:lea as 9.ood. 114) The story of fitty has been saved for this 

that, one need onl~ to 

roundly t' 
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OJ."t--oIt is 

tot._ 

words--and ~hurber devoted fifty 

~orld--And ~elcome !2 It. 

urber b 

thou 

.. 

t 

t fOl.:.r 

to it.5n 

of five 

t sequences. 

was 

ooe~~ ~1neB, Tnuroer tells the 

reaCer sev~ra~ ~n~s about his character. ~71rBt, tho Co. 

~s obviously unafraid of meeti~ a cball£nge of sore ~:nd-
Oi;nel' • .:)t.cona, n1.3 voice 1's It. • liko thin ice break~,tl• 

sL~le that aous not mako sense to anyone wno nas 

ce oI'eaK1Dg. ~om ~na~J the reader can conclud 

one 01' three things: that t~e author 13 deaf, that he is a 

er, 0::=, ana 01' course l;n1S 1S the corroct conclusion, 

that t ...e lluthor 1G parod~lng any nUl!1ber of pulp maGazine wr:'tcrs 

cn a s~lo adds clasc to their prose. Third, the 

ing of the Co~~ander'8 oe~Gonal appear­

tely dressod and he has something of the 

tic sva~hbuckllr~ devil-msy-care Qttltud~ aoout him whlc~ 

~~o ~c~yily br~lded white cao pulled down 

rald5~J over one ~old· gray eye. t1 Thurber cont1nues: 

i ..-• 
n

• 

5('10wley, .!2£.ill• 

.. to It, p. 72. 
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,.... 
,J~~\'.-.'1 

t2..73.-­ -­ . 
91.E..!2., p. 73. 

8IbL..• , 

- ...... ~Cl... Q~- .~V",g Cit last \·m.at t''lC Commander "is comma."'lQ.LfJg: 

an e1.gh:t-cngJ.neC1 navy' ilyi1rop~a..'P1.e. Ei.g!l't~ .en.;;'inas .ar·6· .mor,6 tuan , . 
tlle United states kovernrnent hEl'SSaeti---'":!Tt· too ~"Out on Any of 1ts 

tile Commander's. It was p~obablv made es~~cially 

for him. The reader has f'·ound 8omethinn: olse nbout the C011!l:1aD.d­

d 



t 

c­

, 
n 

~ 

t 

• 

1 

\';ru.Zo."'·, • 

';J.;DU.J.C'.t:,.t 

WI aa.':ling J 



103
 

ad. 

and Kitty's wi! r "-~"'lo 0 utnoritv to t little man, 

and he .bl'T o1otur hand. 

1 

but by drlv 

l:it 

around.' . . 
BgauD. by not 

tl" t 

rr t 

a.u:u.u IS II ly 

to 

time." 

o'lersho88 J 

or 

d 

10rb1d., pp. 73-74. 
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en­

ot his coward-

ur«eon to 

ain at this point, 

rea11t1 where 

nius in those two 

best Hollywood manner. 

draws on the thin gloves, 

terrible responsibility. 

ot up to it. 

ODbil1R, asham 

nbow, ashen taced, his hands 

r 

the 

lin~ drink, sWAshed the bottle 

o cold, 

surReon Rone to pot. Be probably 

o 

11 

e is 

e is in most camnlete no~e18. Immed­

tr 

ton and Prltcbard-Mlttord are grave, 

8 

Benbow, n ••• who drank,ft is obvioualy not 

ust do. The bubble bursts 

11, and then b 

r t 

n~Ant Is, "It you wish. D 

he hall, too 

t h 

,eMollB. 

t thankrul to be relleved ot t 

1 

ale it. Certainly the other 

1s onl 

tor that BuickL" 
~Wrong lane, 

attendant, looking at 
.uttered Hitty.

of the lane marke 
there,n saId the atten­
attl got out of t 

"1, better leave the key. "Oh,· said I'atty 
the man the ignition key. The "attendant 

vaUlted into the car, backed it up with insolent 
skill. and put it where it b81o~ed. 5 

l5Ibid •• pp. 75-76. 

dona his kOwn and mask, and sets to work, a man of action who 

aioat 

and 

~8hed out into the corridor and, atter glanoing turtively up 

Hitty underplays his role superbly in t 

parlC1n~ lot attendant is 

and 

ice, 

knows 

lately, one 6et~ the pic 

.eriD£, the one-ttme 

tor the taB... 

words--"who drankft--as 

unoertain. 
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to 

ity 

or 

om. of 

about the 

his in­

".ory. 
uta­

"ilave 

hout 

e link 

would re-
tit she would 

t1a-its-nuaet" 
.t the Water-

t ano 

lustered 

al brain, but 1t cer­

reached 

sbo 

'8 

n told to buy before,­

ject to object in an attomDt 

to Ret. 

rote lesson or "initiative 

into reverie. 

!' is told that 111tty obviously 

nd roferred to 1n Let Your-­

~tt_y. 

t 

y 

t 

objects that naturally eo 

• 

te, toothbruBh,b1oarbonate--are 

t 

tr10 

a 11ttle 01" a 

..J 

ife tol 

18 a proc 

clerk tor th 

perts. 

t 

bO'li, toot 

that h1s 

d, objects 

III 

d referen 

inly do 

he 1I\~COe88 

.aterb~y tr1al 

aO:l...L:l.ty t 

next 

"carborundum" to the old 

objects t 

he ask 

A 
b -
From th1.8 

08S not haV 

~ ""'...QucL 

to remember what 

ran 

17Ib1d., pp. 76-77.-
18Ib1d., p. 77.-
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larl0 1n its 1rony. l''Y 1 ot n 

b conn"","Ad h au r!vl up lac 1s a p oz. 

'UI\1011 : 

to thb's•or 
1v the reader in this paragrap 

lobby first, so t o waiting.• 
1atlon 1 ~ a. -• 

ts him ott. 

, 11 
t 

lB, 

t 1t 1 b t 1 

181m," f.l 11ne 1 ct quo ... ~....,. ....... J .., ~.
 

21Ibld.-
22Iblet., p. 7.-



en Caotain !:itty says to put h1..c:l to bed "with the others j" 

it has been ~oln~ on for some time, that 

command, with the exception of the ser~ennt 

, are also bedridden. ~"1 tty hi1:13elf' is weary and his 

1r is tousled--be has probably been flying' all the missions 

r U18 Itt-oup our~ l;lle P8S1; voeK. There is hardly anythi 

in Hollywood which ~1ve8 a hero an overworked look any more than 

tousled hair. The ser~eant 1s worried about him because the 
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di _ 
t-tat-

.23 

nitt" 1 than just hero; he is Q de~oorat, unaf"rald 

to drink with enlisted rr.en. And when the ser~eant says that "I 

.ever see man could hold 1s brandy like you, slr," he 1s 

a t role of the d de!'li o 1n the first 

sequence said that " ••• the 1n't afraid of 

1/' But In real lire, the r t e crew memner are 

the 8 n who call titty onl tv again shOws nlS 

ioperturb l~tv 1n the face 0 aanger n the shell barely 

!iases the dun:out d his only oomment d a careless one at 

that--is, "A bit o.f a near th • He comes darkly and roman­

ticall tel'iOUB when, 11i nlil no rlaetin~lv, he says 

that people only livo once, n. • • ,or do we?" h sense of 

that statement d tber--wh the r t sa it is forty 

kilometers thr01..UW. hell, f.itty replies softly, "After all, what 

isnIt ?t1--escapea the layman, but this l'itty has bean t1ll'O'W7J:l a 

lot, and they probably mean something very profound to him. 11e 

about Life that most men do not • Captain rltty. 
can nold hia liquor. There is 0. s:treat deal of dtfference between 

"toBsiM off" brandies the woy :11ttv does I and the kind of dri'lll:­

inc done by Dr. Benbow 1n the hospital sequence. Benbow, "who 

23Ib1d •• pp. 79-BO. 
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d1'ank, "obviously cannot control v~"" "-..,4l.""U u""-'..... ,................... WJ ,
 

tOB - -", 

of his drinking. To him, drink i 

lies Anonyreous. One Buspects tn~w '" 
reni ~1t~Y £e~s sick when he drinks. The dl',cam M1ttv i 

hell, 11 Th t r6fiue.r 1 lobby 

uppo • 

oupzh,bout t 

24 
~., JJ. VV. 
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this 'DaraJuoaoh. r1tty comes as close to real Db~s1ca1 

recollion aralnat his wife 8S he ever dO~g. 

him for "h1d1r:l&t" and tor not 'Out tinr. on hie over"ho8s when he 

them-.the conversation Bounds llke one between Mother 

ctuld-·J.'1t t1 tells her (rather sharply, too. one imagines) 

that PI was th1nking~ • • • Doss it ever occur to vou that 

so:netiJ:!8s th1nk~?1f But ~r8. r1tty quickly Quella the 1"C­

ellion by telling hin sbe 13 going to take hi 

later. She 10 surprised at even this ali~ht 

disoontent in hel' husband--Thurbel' tells th 

looked at him, n probably scowling darkly. Even the sentence 

st~ucturo of hoI' last speeoh denotes strong dominanoe on her 

par"."'!'" Itm goiD6 to take' YOUI' tf1mpel'atUl'e ~ 1. set Jeu ~." 

The uae of the nominative case tor the first Oe1'80n and the 

accusative case for the second person indicates who is doi 

What to whom. r Itty 1s not 00ing home-.he is beine taken home. 

'l'bis dominance is ono of long standing; Nitty is not act! 

ually does when he asks if it ever occurs to his wire 

t he 15 somet!mea thinklM • Be is acti~ dirrerently, and 

• • itty, a. insensitive as she is, can onlv think that th,. 

is 8ol:tethl~ tmYslcally wrong with her husband. that he need 

is tempe~Qture taken. Thurber roes on witb the tale: 
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