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IV 

IERSTAIIDING r:e THB PHYSIOAL C ITI LAWS 

'It ia intere.ting in a study or a peraon aa renowned 

as Bromfield actually t 1k t o one wbo and aSlo", 

c1ated lth h 1n a renoent 'conYeraatioD tb Jerry• 

Moxle7,.1 e tolloo remark. were made, 

Yea, 1:1 bay. aet and talked to Loui. Bromtield several 
times. He was immensely inter••ting. He impre.sed .e 
tor the depth of hls r ••earGbJ he va. a crusader tor 
improved agricultur......ll phaa.a, crop., liv8 stock and 
conaeI"f'atlon. ae was "'.8rJ ob••niDg and oapable ot 
.elling hi. id••8; he ilioulc1 ba...e been a aucoo.a at any
tblDg be wanted to undertake. Perfectly at boae &DJWhere, 
he would talk at a RotaI7 banquet, a Soil Conaenatlon 

eeting, or ait on a wagon tongue and ohat with a group 
ot taraera, and cODvinoe them that the,.. could grow better 
orop. than they bad grown. and build. up tbeir tle1da at 
the aame t1ae, --that there aimply ia no emuse tor elther 
aol1 ero.lon or so11 depletion. Brom£i.ld made 1t known 
that ttL.r. were 'vo things that made this nat lon, --chil
ctren and aol1 and h. loved them both. H. was a vel'J' 
independent t!~er and talked so that ••erJOn8 could 
understand hiJa. 

~hll firat-hand e.timate ,e mature .tJr leld only 

r.tl~t. that trClll early obildhood Lou.l. Brctltleld had been 

taoe to tao. with the prlbl ot aol1 erosion and soil deple

tion., . Appar.nt17 hi. t. r and hi. Coult 

llerry Moxley, a f'ormer BrtenJI10D Animal Husbandry 
Specialist trOB IAn.a. State University, now owner and 
operator ot Moxle1 Hall Ranch near Couneil Grove, ~a8, 
and an lnterDatlonal autboritl and jUdge ot Hereford cattle. 
One of Direotor. £merioan Royal Li.e Stock ~ov. 

2A-rl1 26, 1959. Dunlap. Kans••• 
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r d how vitalI,. these Droblems were to aftect tb 

or our countr,., beoause io ••"'9ral 

1t 11" tile and tmDractical efforts 

108.88. -,A ri.a of aoioultural 

, el" t 19~O, bad forced theI 

ra to tace the cold, 

all he evil. 
Ita these unfortunate dey ould .bring to their 

oblldren and Ja'andob11dren. ere a1.0 newspaper oomt.. Ji&p.~e artioles, and bo about th. dire con.e

quenoe. or eareles. r~i and erosion., SOIDe ot the 

outstand1na: studi.. were faul Sears' !!!!!! In lli Ey.s ~ 

Science. Ru••ell LoN'. De••rta ~ lli March, P field 

A • __ AOsborn'. ._et, aDd. Edward Paulkner' a PloWman' II 

Folly. I" 1.1d knew all th en nersonall,. as well 

acauainted with tbeir writ ... faul Sears and 

Osborn attended m••tiDgl ot The iends ot the LaIfd;:- and 

anneared on the sneak her with Bromf1eld.) 

11 Lo n am••,;a 1n hi. 

r again Bramtleld re~d.d b1s aud1ences 

or the samber ta:ots that other iters e.ented so 

forcibl,.. Ue reflecta their think acid1,. in thes. worda, 

Jal"omtleld, Pleasant • 271.
 

4Ibid., P. 162.
 



1 

Coulter's 

lands.d r 

eoau.. I had seen over 
to nations When tbe1r 
U lmpC?",eriahed. Wbat 

76 

Auieulture bas performed a 

iseaae-ridden 
marble ruin. or the 

ortb Afrioa to see and to 
to countriea and nations when 

~aQe., their 8011 beco.aea vorn out and 
ir ecoDomic independeuee J their 

eir lntelligence.~ 

year. the So11 OOn8ervation Seryio. ot 

alao a olos. friend ot Bromfield, who 

During re 

~~.tt, a~ he vas afrectionately known, was head ot 

ODe 

I knew perhaps better than moBt 
the wbole wcr14 ~t had ha~pene 
a«rlculture ~.v s1ck and the 

Saroat1eld, Malabar" Parm.. p. 323. 

~romti.ld, flea.ant Valley, Pi 105. 

Actuall7 Bromfield had realized the.e tacta for 

th.is senioe and 

farm bitter and frustrated tQ .e.k a oareer in other fields. 

When he oame back to Malabar, he rema.rke4 UPOD tb. points 

r.oo~i.ed b~ .e an authorit11 

Dr. BUlb Bennett of the Soil OanaerYatlon SerTlce 
.stimate. that it the aoil lost annuallr by erosion 1n 
the Unite4 States vas plaoed in ordinary gOhdola oara, 
it would fill a train reaohing tour times around the 
earth at the equator. At the Georgia St.t. Agricultural 
College te.ta _de upon on. acre of ground tarmed by the 
conventional .ethod used in cotton oultivation in that 
atate ahove4 an a..erage 10•• ot 167 tons ot tOD-oll a 
year over a period ot fl'Ve yea-rs. 

remarkable servio. tor American or 

the United Stat.. Department 

year.--fram the day he valke4 awar ~o. Grandtat 
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theY' 

ort 
and 

77 
then tiDally 

111 of the 

1t 1417 b7 and do nothing 

tr.ecdoul 1mportanee to 

e as I. nation were already 
to d••truction than MOst 

royed that Bromfl.1dt a'14ea waa not 

landa, 1mproduct 1ve thowdl 

I 

a lnde.a "one of that new race ot 

ta 

011 waahed away, tlelda that no longer 

t be • 

Subseauent event 

lppened 
death, not 
nation and 

Tbese Drobl... were 

I 

1 . 
~.,~pp. 47-48. 

8 Ib1d., p. 48. 

9Ibia. 

romfleld 

ven tb... abandoned 

about 

pioneera" that be eDvuloned. Bro1l1fleld tirll17 belieYed that 

were with the t 

foolish and that he 

ylelde~ ~ropa or pa.ture tor 1lYe.tock, could be brouRht back 

to their orl~1nal Droductlv.n••••9 Oonstantly on tae alert 

for such information aa he traveled over the world, he had 

seen farm land 1n 80me cornera of the civ11ised world that 
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Y!l1?aed. b to P ct1ven , rt om sheer 

nec••slt..Y. I 

DOUJtQt tb. tb nd acre. ermined 

n,.ftY" his theorl that tho aer could be made 

tor 8ra.f1eld to put 

hil idea. into nraetioe beeau.e the «r••'e1' t of it WIl' 
aoana.oned land. He bad aCQuired actuall,. .tive difterent 

farmal POy&rty Inob, the 11.,. Plao., the Pl••tng Place, 

the Fel'~.oll Place, and the Anaon Place. pOT.rtf Knob, or 

aunt le••, va. ft. de'8rt of broaD 18.dge, ~ov.rt1 gra_., 

blaokberJ7 bush•• and e....ery sort of low-a:rade we.d. wl1 The 

Bane,. Plac. tor tvo generation. had "the rry reputation 

or betng the thtDne8t t 

labar Farm. was an ide.l 

111. and Littletwe 

~:aoit!'.l , ome 8edg. andIn~,.on, It and 

••••12 The P.rguBon l~~ were 1ttb..1n, 

burne.4~out It-.taned ve.tii. tur._ tilled with iran 

1~., pp. $0-$1. 

i omrield, r1ence, p. 42. 

~Brom£ield, Malabar FarM, p. 144. 



In only 

the 

• 

t tbese farJU. 
d bad never b.en 

in bill oountr7 
everr hill. • • • 

out Malabar aere.the 

ite. 

reoor,;ed, "On tbe thousand aores ot 

labar tarm books, h. put tl1. produet o~ bta 

in black and 

Th. transtormation 

13Ib1d.-
14Ibid., .P:-.-: 102. 

lSIbld., pp. 47-48. 

,ut there i. a third reason, 30r. profound than 
r ot the others, There "ere things I wanted to 
; that worn-out taras could b. reatore4 again and 

t 1~ you only farmed hill country in the propel'
1.~u •C~~d grow a. mucb .s on An7 or tbe flat 

!b.~. ve~e three reaeons why "e bo 
ODe va. tnat 1 10TH Pl...ant Valle,. 
able to • aoape it. Another waa • • • 
ther.'s a nev world oyer the or.st ot 

rev year. he "Droudl 

under Bromfield•• tn.ories read 11ke & ral 

thinking 40' 

tirlt ot hia 

79 

nQ W1l.Cl ~~~Ol;. --.... ~1th the exception ot some of the 

fields on the ~n8on Place, Bromrleld·bad at Malabar 

worn out and aband~)l?.d .or••--a~]",e,·~I~~, 8.• Bromfield 

o1nted out, farmer. bad b~tf~~~!..Ugij·trtor. 'leneration or two 

oould never be made produot1;-,_ aga1n. 14 

VerT earl,. in his o~~"er at Mal~~, Brolltield .et 

eODvlot lOlls be bad tormid when a young ~ on hi. 

r Coulter'. farm and oherished oont1Duoua17 until 

the7 baA beoaae an ob•••• ion with him ae t 

followed him around the world.. In 1.1......... - .....-.u 
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n 

11: 

at 

ot 

d all 

y no 

:..::.:.=, 

two of his 

aO\lS, check 

ew York, 

S 1'our t 

e v1t9.1 mineral 

iOD W.I~ el~1nated 

16
• 

'or 

be United 

.s••••• a fertility 
11,. available 

obl.. 1s t 
ilabl' to plant

titi••• 

,ri8. into prac

ot soU 

• 1.43. 

-~-:",:_., 

R.,.......f'ie14 const 

tioell 1n 

• as 

loll 

er small, exists llke an 

t 

full,. 

chet:1.1cal fertilizer l!l1xture of 

fields indio 

4e4 to 

8. ,After labo 

uae 

gully, 

Theae are cl.arly Itated in!!!!! 

the Tarlo 

e 

,rateI'" ].0 

liv! 

~ras••d waterva78, 

heltirbeltl. Then 

r aor... , 

17BrOlitield, 

1 

er a 

deficienoies. ho 

t 

1 

alabar 

tarmer ner oooper 

SolI CODseM"8.tloD tecbnioi 

wound ..,

where Bromfield d.scribea bi. 

pet 

by • 



Sl 

on, pastures 

in hi. 

fi'esh 8ubsoil 

the orops 

,yard manur_, 

o 

I law of rer

t left much or 

ere it played 

erosion while 

lett on the surface. 

lete diacus.ioD. 
tel' XIII, ftThe 
-294. 

b 

1th ladino and aialk. 

• 143. 

11 cran residues were 

the gr••ing 

n 

owtb, 

10 

or the 

on .at 

d rota 

011 that' 

, deca7, and 

cloyer--deep-rooted, 

deep seated mtneral 

soil and added buge quantltiel ot 

,d 

labar i"'a_~, 

field. 1S Once a oron vas started on a 

waS S1mD'lY~o OOODerate with nature, 

t 

omr1eld gives quite 
fertiliser neede 
rtl1izer Feud," 

crops 

eaidue on 

in 

00 Adul"A 

rule, tor two rea.ona: to br 

, together with all acoumulated 

ass were e.~ablllbed. 

o complete 

,t8 to t 

of plowing vaS 

nt 

buildl 

18Ib14. 
e•• 'Cii8iical 
Ie -0 b.emieal 

19araD.1'leld, 

1 

iel 

Itrogen nodules--vere 8eeded alo 

writings and in his speeche., n 

pnosphoroU8, nitro«en 

tility--the o~le ot birth, 

re~1rth...19 Cro'P8 or alta! 

under a code Bromfield rei 

leRWDe 

that had a richer mineral content, and aotually to plow 

olover. 

the old or, 

inches as 

and the fields were plowed deep, to a depth or ten or twelve 

plowed 

of' t 
Org: 

ot Bra 

1moortant 1'01•• 10 reduolnlt wind and 'LOft+-.'" 

A syet 

under the worn out to' 
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bine A~.f" Reader' 

._y=- -r---"'--, 

ter where it 

_m1nded Deople 

," OOSDlOpolltap, 

tb the 

1eld vas oubliah1Dg accounts 

You 

Vol. 49, 

olli It W111 Take Oare of 
prl , 1947, pp. A7-88 ~.

I" New York Herald Trlbun_, 

rye, n !a! Atlantic,· Vol. 184, 

nd holdjn 

stne articles and broadcaating 

radio talk•• 21 In three or four 

1 

ld beoauae Braround tne 

All of these enterprises were being olo.ely watohed 

of th.em in hi. boo~!, 

them in his apeeGelles 

and aue.tlon1ngl7 followed by alert 

Annual 

t the same time absorb 

fell. 20 

2n. -
~romtield, ~!!% _.,.. _ 

organio matter on or near the surr~c. 1 
detail in Obapter YIlI, "On Building T 
Times Faster Than lature " 'PD. 288-310. 
the Scotch plow, the Gr~ plow, the Se 
Killifer chisel plow explioitly. 

21 
4.-Yow ~u.w I 

Vol, 111 June l~O. 
Pl~ •• ·a taraera' War, TOO," Oollier., Vol. 111, Juu. 12, 

1911.3, pp. 11 " • 
. -We Aren't Going to BaTe Enough to Eat, II ••__..._. _ 

Digeat, Vol. 43 Auguat 1943 pp.111-l7.
"BYanselist of ,lowmanr• Polly," Reader'a Dig.at,

Vol. 43 Deoember. 1943 pp. e$-9. 
tPrlen4a or the La;d," Reader'l Digeat, Vol. 44, 

January 1944, pp. 61-4. . 
'Tne Maaon Place,· IS! Rotarian, Vol. 64, February,

1944. 
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• 
sert• "a 

ewville and Little 

ean producing 
rainfall will 

d a bait or 
oung .tock_p 

te'Ver. 2Z

• l44. 

s incorporated. into Malabar 

i.lda which once would not 
aore produc ad in the summer 

•• And the high field on 

stormed 

=:¥v.~v~ce, p. 42. 

to reo6rt the results of hi. .. 

1 gras., blackberr!'.'Duab.es, and everJ 

eld b 

a.~e, pOV 

on,n had now bee 

"Poverty ltnob,· it vill be remembered, 

22srom1'leld, £:!:2. 

23aromtleld, 

thick, sucoulent emerald-green 
ladino. There vas the corn . 
ra from sickl1 three-toot 

or nothtng at all to • high level 
iracla or the field that jumped
5 to 52 bushals per acre 1:0 

ole of the gras. which jumped 
r acre of weedy, wooden timothy 

ar acre of sucoulent le~umes 

on the Flsm1Dg P1aoe, 
14 15 bush.l. of oats 

ot 19~7 ove~ eo bushels •• 

rm. _,Likewise, the Balley Plao., Which bad "the Borr1 repu

of bro 

years 61'0 

tatioD ot being the thinnest farm betwee 

sort of low-grade weed" when it 

The conversion of the "thin, burned-out half-starved 

ed1 pastures filled With iron weed and wild carrot" of the 

Ferguson and "leming farms wa.s equally surprising. 

Wash 



, 

ricultm-al 

t theory at 

Q knew h1a tea-

roud of the••t 

t bOUJI@d ,.ears to build 

that ODC. tbe 

oDular by issuing thia 

Id, as tho.e 

a~o. 

A 

elf 

d been gene~lly acoepted among 

24Ibld.-
25Ibld.-

It 

or cour.e, he had every 1'1 

• • • • 

In evolving the proc••s, which was later applied gener
all,. to all the poorer l.ands at Malabar, we have alao 
,ullt man,. Inche. ot ~ood tOD 80i1 where betore there 

waa 

fhe 5011 Conservation BerTle. men sa,. that it took 
nature ten thousand year. to build an inch of topsoil 

d th.,. are quite right, but It doe. not take man that 
and toda,. at Malabar where only a rew years ago 

only bare eroded topsol1 we have topsoll 
three to seven l.ncbe. deeper than the orlginal Virgin 
top.oil. and tar more productive than the original
.011a. it was aooomplished by the use. of grass•• and 
leguae. • • • by the Intel11gent use of l1me and ohemica1 
fertill••rs (tranalated eventual17 1nto the organic torm 
or gr.en manure.) and by the us. ot modern power and 
deep-tillage 1molemente. • • • Moat ot our f1eld••• ~ 
haTe the atruoture and tertility of truok garden solIs.' 

tit,.. 

on. inoh of top aoil, the 1mDlioatlon be 

top-soil va. lost '~t could not b. replaced by man within 

that t1.llle. Bromfield oompletely .%'Ol04e4 

Malabar. Thl. 11 bow he eXplains What happened, 

acco 

authorities that It took nature t 

-



w.re a180 curioua 

to obs.rve at first 

to him. 

c 

of th••• 
eat 8UJIl8 

d reatrlc
done there 

'I'd to do. • • • Malabar 
r in buUdings or 
llionaire' s farm in 
lace with 'ita 

stream., 
1011 FiR 

lult8 • 

unoeds 

8o.ecbes 

equently, 

1red bY such 

romf1eld 

8S 

th 1n bis d 1n his writ 1ogs; and ~be 

and the more aristocratio a~rloultura1ist. oon

• 

1. C 

Z8l-(r 

leld, ~ ~y bperlence, PP. 42-43. 

2'7B...-nmf'ield, Malabar~, p. l44. 

le1d, ~ l!I Rxper1ence, p. 43. 

2VC1r 

The other slogan has alway. been "Come and see for 
youraelt." Nothing is hidden at Malabar. During the 
week, visitors are simply turned loose to go anTWhere 
they l1ke and ask any questions they 11ke tram any man 
working on the place. On Sunday atternoona there are 
tours from May first to Bovemb.~ f1rst, conducted by
the proprietor or by one of our Halabar staft where 
manT of the thing. done there are explained in detail 
and any~d every question 18 ai.en a direct and hon&st 
an8wer. 

• 

more farm, 

hand whe 

onall 

temp1ated 1t, the mo 

one r...mbera that a record llke this had be.n 

"-ioneere4 ft on land that had been condemned aa "barr 

sterl1e beyond redemptlonft27 only a few years before, he 

understands Why most people tnter••ted 1n farming were both 



----

a6 

farmftr8 and other interested people 

SVA'PIftAd. to Malabar Farm to see, hear, and reel what this 

"new t1ol8nt 9th oentury pioneer" bad dono to -barren and 

sterile acree certainly reflected Bromfield'_ under.tanding 

of the .10al oonditions of o~ taPm lan~. Toe,. came 

twant.,. thirty thou.and a year and, Ion one oooasion, 

between e t and ten thou.and in one daT. 

~t a Q.eaae ot -the ~ pion.er! " on Malabar 

d Dro'Y.-d'_ h1JDaelt' to be on of the mOlt 

uletul and o~truotiYe tigure. in all lculture. 

~ --------



.t comment 

11 tim.II, but 

p. 375. 

terseneal, Tennyson 

v 

:ATURAL BIBMlII'rS 

odltlcation at the max~ 

Prairie. It 

1.1d. in A~_._V_ 
I 

lP",dufttl.,.e 11"......" well-balanced loll· 
~~. , 

ls in ooeratlon.") Bromfield made 

IDoe, OOllPr_al•• bil attitude tovarda loll 

a re'Yerlj--:t 

n and Gada would be known lt the "flower frca 

t about ". oubio toot of so11" 

ATTI~UDB ~OWARDS 

n 

il,. Diokinson, 

.11,. Dickinson onoe ..~xola1med that it took "a b.e,~ 

ke a prairie.·1 pr.Yloual.y, 

1 

ftl 

- ---_._

) Ibid., p. 309. 

4:srom.rield, !!.!:2!!.!lt !!Peri.nc., p .310. 

eme ol~er, 

ThONaU bad remarked that allot life ill wrapped up 111 a 

".2 &DeS, 

oon4.ge4 t>hiloloph,. and :rel1alon lnto the t 

that botb 

a orannled wall" weI'. underltood. ID. 11k• .anDer, B1'o.

.t'leld,l_D one I 

Gublc toot ot 

and its natural el•••ntll-W••hould. ne".er target tbat m~ a 

• .,.ery law 0 

this 

with variatlons. The tollow!: 

a180 turniah.. hi. ba.10 rule tor all lit., 

SUCh a cubio toot at loil, the :t\mdamental Jl'Ule 
11 lite aD this pl~t 1. oonstantl,. in operatiP.!11 
law of birth, growtb, deatb, deoa1 and r.b1rth.q. 



--- -- --- - ------

A «ood fa r or gardener will understand this tormula 

• On the ot 

lave PhJ'8i_~Jll1y, ninety per cent 01' 

1e toot ot oil il inorganic matter--aand , 
2r(!llftd-up rook. other ten ner cent i8 comDo.ed at
 

or~ic matter (d80aye4 yegetation), and pho.phate, nitro
,~. . 

calcium, tventf' or. ,~re ~ra~e .1ne~lS, and 

bacter~ ot all 80rta. But the bJportant t~c't i8 that th 

ealth and h~l.;th of the wnole dlvllized world dependl on 

that ten per .ent ot the oubic foot of eartb. !hi. v1tal 

tact ltrQlll!'leld bad learned'in the 7-1'. be bad been away 
~=' 

.tr0Jll the C.Oultel' farm, and he had tound the anavera nece.

.ary 1:0 !U1n~a~D~~t cubic toot ot 8011 at ita peak ot 

fert1l1ty. _~~. " _ _. 

'l'b.e original top soll or the virgin land tbat the 

plo~~~rl broke up tor agrioultural purp~aes consiated of the.
too aiz to ten 1DOhes or dark colored eaMh. If 1t grew 

ood grass or foresta berore it val plowed, lt grew ~o04 

crops at'erard. ,It vas tertile because Mother lature had 

de lt that val' throUgh .. long proces. ot -birth, growth, 

deatb, decal' and rebirth" of plant 11te--a 1,af, a branch, 

ot at a time. Tbro.ugh extensive root siatema the 

..nee.lIsar,. m1nera1 elemerita l'.er.e taken from the subsoil and, 

rough the leay•• tram the ,rain and sunshine by photo

ala, the,. were added~~~ the tO~8011. With the coming 



9 

of ioneers' 'PIon, this orocese .a sto'P'Ded. In the 

course ot a tew crop ,.ears, 1twas reTer.ed J and by a 

rooe•• known as erosion. the pri~~ ,nt. were lost 

"that cubio toot of aoil .. " 

1.14 accuratel,. .ZDla1nS t ened bJ' detln

ot erosion, erosion trom the top rosion 

ot the toot ot lIoU •. , Brosion trom the top 

by tak e rora~e and p:ra1Da from th. crops 

• and by she.t oSion broU«ht about b7 the rain, 

, and ball that pelt the .%po.ed cultivat.d 8011. The 

artle ot orv.an1c tter and soluble ral are
 

all,. seParated trom the coarser nart1ole. ot inorganio
 

t e •••ential .1_eDt. are .OOD carr1ed ava,. 

b1 vlDd I'.. IJ'he erosion the bottcm i_ caused by 

rain or 8 water 1e.o the m.1:neral 

that do not hay. auttioient o 

thr the lnor 10 subsoil. 

'allable tor oro'Os. 

tera of 51' i.Id'_ tiv oon on agricul

ennieal information and observations of the•• 

lon proo•••••, ·M,. R~.ty Acre.,· "the World Within the 

Earth." "Th. &~atn••_ ot Plowman'a FOll,.."S "the Organic-

Chemical rertlllzer Peud," ·out ot tbe rth We Ar. Born and 

7B~Mrield, Ple.sant Vall.l~ 
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8 ",
er for 

ater !han 

011." nMore o~ the S 

D.UUlKI.nd Timel011s T.n 

........~_ ...r Pam. 
:.:.== .Ill !!'perl.no•• 

e R.tl1rJL·6 itA SomeWhat Technloal 0 

and tJ'nderltand 

6ar 

to t 

All 

and • 

tUl"e.·7 
.. _.J'.' 

"bloat ."'.17on. knows t~1ie results to farm land. that 

va ba4 th.ir tho~an4a at cubio te.t ot BOU eroded in 

~hAIi. way8. The crop. of ha'1, rorai~, and grain gztow smaller 

ller untl1 at last the operator oan no lonaer survive 

b7 taftdM thos. acre. and must abandon them. But Br6Jlitleld 

,t further thaD mere11' poiDtlu out those :tacts. He showed 

that 4.oleted acr•• would alao produee deple'.d oitizenl. 

h,-loal17. Iplrltually, and polltlcal11. It would 

• a matter ot time unt 11 the indlYldual. 100 subalsted 

on 1ihe food 1)1'oduoed from suoh .011 would slip back to the 

.ert. of the Middle Ages, the 00011•• of modern Asia, and 

the le.tera of Tobacoo Road.-
In hi. chapter "Out ot the Barth W. A.re BOI-n and to 

the Barth Ve Return,· Bra-fleld tells bls readers that there 

e twenty-two .1e_J(~~!I~ ••••ntla~. to hlDlliLn and anblal 111'• 

• wll as to plant 11re. The rri9~~ va,. tor hmu.n be1Dg1 

and .,i1mala to recelY.~ the.8 t\iei1ty-tvo .l~_riti 1. b'1 eating 
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ound that containa thea. 

• 304. 

ield declared, 

tor any 80il. It, b7 simply 

• b.en a d..dl"1 killer, eape

~A.AAroh and hospital. and 

oludinf2: oancer drl..... perhaps, as 

at IUBls to 

children. Contlnuinl his atu41e. ot the ba.ic 

nta in the .011 it••lt, Br 

Iv•• or all kind., 

llT 

Ot oaur••, health i. both wealth and h.app1n••• J 111 

ord.r to have h.alth, wealth and hapoin••• , the Am.rican 

cereals or ve~etables grown 

Goina into aonaiderable detail he pointed out thatl 

t10n to the dread 1 , 
oer has shown that a definite 

Itv~en the ooinc1dence ot the 
py ot I:inc in almost 1ntin1

11 

people spend 

dootor. and soienti.tl and 

to add all the cobalt nece.a 

Bromfield tna1Duat•• , more attention sbould be made to pre

vention and a balance ot nee•••ary lino in the pr~7 lource 

ot all tood, the .oil ltself. 

Por y.ars, anemia haa been a disea•• that baa batfled 

• • • During the lalt seneratlon It va. discover.d that 
i& ocourred only in area. completely detiolent tn 

alt. Onc. this element was added to the 8011. Upon
ieb the food of both cattl~ and people val gJ'own, thedi..... completely vanllh.d. _ 

This Ide. certainly .4rit. the attention ot .ve~ th1nklDl 

perlon. Soi8lltlata know that it is Dot too s1iftlcult .. task 
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t10D to that 

and beartach. 

n•• 

latently thaD did Lou!. 

tall reeoyery 1s a slow, 

••d or calolum.in the 80il b,. 

l ..ent tor liY••took teed•• 

t 

v.llable caloium tor bone and t ••th 

t 

amount 

any more forcibly or c 

so11, all the sufter 

can be el1m1nated. it should b. 

In 

.1s or Bang. 

OnA or the MOst costly or all liYestock d1Ieas•• 18 

117 oattle tenda 
• definite 

~.~t the teared 
bUNns take. 

If't\ihiv most dairY and liY••tock .en know and understand 

,ous, it 11. oft.n 

••s. !he rollowing sta'..ent ot Bromfield" 1. 

rerore significant, 

e n..d ~ a _ineNl • 

41....., whioh, transmitted to bumen 

the u.. or milk trom infeoted COWl or b,. 

tlPeat Gontaot tnrouKb Open wounds., ls known al Undulant 

l~. 

auttlo1ent 

probably no other one p.rson oal1e4 their at 

~~h. Bromfield 

Broatleld. !b. "erloan Dairy Alsociation 18 oonstantly 

.tr••• inJt tne Yalue of all dairy produots to men, women, and 

anlldren--e.peolally ahl1dren--b.oauae the•• toods oontain 

poignantly -stat 



in some cOmMUniti••~-ln Swlt.erland most notorious17--baa 

Ul:> hi.s 

.ents tor sucoessful 

t intonaation to them. 

d other ~landu.lar troublesa 

ve learned that the lack ot just 

iter 

detlo1eno7 ot 10d1oe tn the food raised 

'J.e.e words:ts wit 

'egnant woman luttering 
from 8 deticiencY or calcium 1n her diet, will take the 

in order to pro
r the baby .ahe 

It i8 a matter of common knowledge, Brcafield remind. 

U,nM•• p. 30). 
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Suooe••tul florists and ~reenhouse operators a1read,. 

The formula for a _inerally well-balanoed so11 capable 
ot produo1J:::lg health,. plant., animals, and people, as we 
know it toay, shOUld oontain abundant organic material 
In. the prooess ot deca7, bacteria, moulds t tung1, earth
worma, oalciurn~ phosphorous, potalsium. n1trogen and a 
wide Tarlet7 or traoe element. auen a. mangan... mag-
n•• lu..Tll. boron, copper. cobalt" iroD, and at leas~ t~nt7 
or tbirty others. It should De aoi~ in Which the 'Whole 

trace ot tluorine oau.e. tooth decaJ. 

h 

plant growth and know how to make those substances available 

ter plant growth. But Bromfield realized tbe average 1&7 

farmer needed to understand those tact., too, and he round 

his reader., that 

UDderatood tbe need of th 

and lIIore recentlY dentists 

the tacilities and the will to get 

cau.ed a pr,~aleno. or 
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It is 

eternal cTcle of life, , 'l~.ath, and rebirth should 
be eonsta~tly in pro"r 

the 1957 Yearbook of 

A~1cu1tU1'~ cr.~~u. twelve I'hJlJnt: t the basic ele

ts tn soil relatl0 fertility. frobablT 

oorr.apond~ to thls • ever 11shed berore 

e united St nt of Agrlculture. Bach chapter 

\ol1'it~en by a n~d autbority. Here are the 

titles ot' t t 1. "litl'ORen and So11 Per

tility," 2. "8011 Phospborous and Fertility," 3. "Soil 

potassium and rtil1ty,- 4. •SuIfur and F.rtl11ty,· 5. "Iron 

rtll1t,., 6. "Zinc and So11 Fertility," 7. "BorOD and 

So11 Pertil1t~." • Coooer and So11 P.rtl1ity," 9. nMan~ 

an.se and So11 ," 10. n1'rao. 11 •. "Living 

in the 011," 12. '!!'o~!o Klement in tho Soll."1.4 

"a c c toet of 011-, " 

191d establish de.r'.n1t 'I-estore t hn... · 

l.ted ~labar aor t variations• 

three. First, be gJ'ew d.e-o~rooted.. 1. • building crops 

to brinr= tl'D 'deeD-!Jeatfr.! tra subsoil and 

to bu1~d nitrogen content. Sweet clO'fer., ladino, white 

12~., p. 319. 

138=>111. Wasb on D. C.I U. S It Department or 
loulture, 1957, t0-1-,2 •• 

~. 
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clover, alral1'~, and 80~ Dean. vere the orO~8 best a4aot 

for this ~urn08•• In additIon to the prima17 objeotive, 

110 furnlsh.ed hay. -torage, and caltW'e tor 

liTeito_ok, aa well." green: ~e,., organio matter, and the 

necelsarY bacteria to d&~~y it in the 5011. 

e second 'Draotic. vas to «row oover' &rid Droteotlon 

to the top of the loil; this was done primarily with Brom• 

• ae, Su~:r.l gr•••, and tn. D:&tIT8 sr.s8es~-b1ue grass and 

Three things were aocomD11sbed by thIs .ethod ot• 

on. .A oovet-ing ot' ~ft8. would nrotiat the top loll 

troa Iheet eroslDn, b••au.. the 

Inow t'r0il bitting the p-ouncl direct17, thus 

m1.%tU1-e ot wStaDio lind lnorglll11c lubstano asea would• 
al.o anad. the ~ound and teet 1t m tbe intense heat 

ot direot ,sun raT. and inore••e the er and action ot 

e•• oteria. And then, finally, •••• prOTide bay 

CQ,181'1t nAa+.,iPa for It•••tooA. 

la, the great aoi1 builder and healer, va' one ot 

omfiel4" laTorit. sUbjeots. j_o1iBi.ent it in many 

~and deTiouI vaya, he p-reaohe4 hi. o.pel t acre of good 

.1r.tU:Mla ore net nroflt any other·orop and build. 

up the 11e It i8 4oi!ii it. A8 'Cre.ented 1n his two 

in Ma:,l~b~ !.!m on "Gra••, :the Great Healer,· 

he 10al0 and taot8. 
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7 

ton. " reeognis this law the practices 

outl1ned above, he could 8a7 with pride and accuracYI 

no topsoil 
11 to a 

0, a fev years ago, 

tely maintained that, RIt took Dature ten thousand 

ea~8 to baild an inob ot od produotive to 011,A r 

oalMly announcedl are now building top-aoil ten 

taouaand ttm.s faater tb lIature."l6 

To all the citl.ena oweN 

the rule of the eolen 

17 a.aoc1atod with 

the 80il, fie14's 0 rvati were startling revelations. 

uolic va. at d into the realisation that, rr a 

bread and butter point ot view, the minute particles ot soll 

vere just al important to growln~ plant life al the dis

coverlea of atomio r ••earoh vere to the sclentifio world. 

!'be time will soon come,Br le1d sugge.tll, en all 

tin oamJeo. foods and tresh fruits and Yeaetables vill be 

labeled .a a practioal health protection, A, a, 0, D. accor4

,t9 the mineral oontent of the food inTolved.17 He wal 

t serloua in hi. attitude toward the natural elements in 

our Boil. 

l~romfield, ~ !!l !!Perlance, p. 307.
 

16Ib1d., p. 2VQ.
 

17Bromfleld, Malabar ~, p. 305.
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ield had been 

1 problema ot 

1nued to 

writer ot 

in the first o~ hi. 

er8ietently ~or 

8~IY.ly more the 

oor 

an 

Pro• 

d Other People, p. 59. 

Ith tbe authority, prestige, and 

1 0 

difficult i •• • a he returned ~o 

~te, it 18 eTident that 

c1al, eoonomio. and ~ol 

i. I1f!t.tical 

r?'a ~!'oblem. and to •• 

lutions to th 

,0 ~ no 'Words, h. 

, -
l 

s~at 

f' the 

lsromf'1e1d, An1Dlal 

fictien. 

Q S 

the t 

study t 

ai:lSvers an 

"on 

ster o~ the•• 

Oh 1 nlc....f'"A~, he aDoke 

that he h 



8. 

th 

he 4xpres. 

out 

ld War II: 

the first .rev 

tt 

or t~e•• 

2Br~~leld, plea.ant Valley. p. 246. 
3aromfleld, Ma.labar !!!:m, p. 4. 

AI the yeara progr•••ed, 8r 

99 

•• ot __".. _ 
th••• grievance. ~ more pol~ntl~ 

eyen ~ore yehemenoe •••ins' the &oolal an~ .conam10 

Injuatlc•• tbat be aaw in agrioulture. ae reiterated hi. 

~- - -.-_8 and ! ~ Pattern !2.t .! Tire. 

World. Probably, i 



changed 

1 ot selfiah 

other legislation 

.t8 at tbe time 

t he va. writing about. 

ow, these unintoI'med were made 

un:oODU 

118, he· ~~sted 

a subsidized agriculture must a1wa78 
oltuen 1n term.- both 01' 

PUblic opinion, howe.er,• 

B~om1"ield knew 

p. 5. 

• 7 .. 

de th 

4n14.,-
SIbld. ,-

Theae were 

And I repeat t 
be a burden to 
tazes and hi 

romfield 

Orten, to the cha~rlD or and with the dil& 

100 

Via radio talks, public .peeche., and magazine artic~e8, 

s well as h~. bookS, Bromfield W8.med the American citizens 

ot the result. he anticipated with existing tarm lavs. The 

followtng quotation 18 a ~ood summation of bi. vievsl 

side of the United States. 

to a11e",1&te the.e tarm problem.,' 

·Go.eruDent mlgbt well ba.e helped tbe Ace~lcan farmer 
and tbe national eoonomy by spending the billiona 1t 
baa ap.nt Dot upon bribe., parity guarante••, subsi.. 
die., ever-normal granaries and other artiticial methods 
ot propp1Dg up an imperilled eoono~, but in finding the 
proper, ettioient and eoonomical means 01' getting
"'rloan-rai••d tood to other nations and people. or 
even to the Amerioana themselves who need it but are 

re",ented trom._buy1ng it by high price. which th.,. 
cannot atford.1I> 

cognisant ot the taot that, ~lth his first-hand knowledge 

and nj,rrow-minde4 politi 

or world attairs, 

MaD~ of Bromrield's readers had never oonsidered or 

understood the taotl ot malnutrition and tood shorta~•• out



the 
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as ~overnment lurpluses of cotton. t. and rice have 

p1led higher and higher alo~ with the coat- ~d taxes ot 

roszrAm. A recent issue of LUe magazine 

8 undoubtedly expressed current attitudel 1n a long article 

ioh 1_ illustrated with n,. plct:1JitAlII, which clearl,. 

V1ndioate. Bro.mtleld" viev.. This article is an expo.6 of 

1c a plannedthe re~ltl ot the ubaid 

orialnally to reduoe surpluses of wheat. ootton, corn, and 

rice,and to aid needy farmer. by aranteeing tnsm a good 

price. Atter twenty·l1K years of operation, the United 

State. government now 0 nine billion dollars worth of sur

plUS grain. and cotton; moreover, the surplus ~rowl laraer 

.very ,.ear. In addition to the•• Rldrit Iuses, just 

.a Hromfield indicated, quite often the poor farmer bal . 

become ~re oareless with his farmin~ operations and lesl 

ambitious for his eco 10 "elfare, While the Drop::ram has 

de the prosperous operator rioher. t least one wheat 

t, r, one rice r, an~ three cotton tarmsra drew sub

s1dy ohecks 1n 1957 for one third million dollars each; and 

6a cotton grower drew one for 11,167.502 for the .~e year. 

Whitley Austin, editor of the Salina-Journal, summed 

un tho extremely controver.lal subject ot ourrent farm pro

conolusively in a reoent article: 

6Jo~ Williams. "Big Rider. on the Farm GraYy Train,"
1!!!, Vol. 46. March 23, 1959, pp. 26-29. 



loyer, 

14 for the.~roduct. 

re oamouflaged, 

ortstage on land. 

, and the Drices oaid 

the larger the tax 

lation, unbalanced 

thing, he insists, 

a 

a8.d along .from 

come to t he land 
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other handicap to agricul

th 

rotit., and lncome--are included 

bumpS o£ glut and 
t many consider a Frankenste1n. 

e have a co,tlY bear by the 
to cut looae. 

ioe. 

net orices 

h. interest thereon ttrst, eyen 

.XP.n.... The ~reater the 

beeau.e the very 8011 must b. used 

• them. It 1s obyioU8 that a.ll 

rounds 0 

liv 

This in-between 8~read i. a wedge between 

,r taxes. Taxes 

matter how well tax•• 

re nothing 1. 

eater is the Dr••sure thnt wed~e puts on the 

oduot and the consumer' a nrlce. The more the con.. 

oneumer. 

s the spiralli 

tmet'atio· 

loy.e, to oonsumer until th 

Y this mort 

rograma, d8. 
shortage, have become 
Even the most kindly 
tail and can't :figure 

Brom£ie1d 1n8isted 

the raw 

BUmer'. reai.tance to hl~h 

7Whitley Austin, "Tvo Big rroblem.," Salina Journal, 
11 lS, 19S9, p. 4. 

in that apread betveen t 

ita products. Then, beoause there is no place,elae to pass 

bu~ets, and h 

edge, the 

land it••lt. 

tur 

to 

that are shurrled and shuttled and 

these taxe., the 

taxe.--per8onal, 

ot mines, oil vells, toreata, and t 

to 

b.ror 

basioall,- they 

This handieR 

by th 



Fort Wayne, 

1.ralliDg 

auld receive 

llara 1n a 

l'omtield a180 

an,., 

, 
a1th ratb.er than creates 

"ent 7-!iv. 

rt of his "ealth. Th. following 

or. the soil i_ 11kely to be 

auttered three roUDd8 of inflatioD 
ar II period, whioh together ba... 

oosts by 00 per cent and hav. 
;ring power by neari~ two-fifthS 
ore than a decade. 

, t 

tioD de.tro1' 

r would my••t 

Bond, at the end of t.n years 

tion haa 
in the poat-Vorld

.rai••d overall 11.. 
reduo.d th. dollar' a 
in a perlod of I1ttle 

103 

tntlation has d••tr07ed 

instated that 

it.9 It a t 

one hundred 4ollars-·h18 original oapital ~lus a fair rate of 

tnter.at. On the other band, because at tnflated Talue_, 

Serie. B 

the farmer can bU7 l ••a with the hundred dollars than he 

could haTe ten years before with s..ent1-tiT. dollars, the 

tionnl Mort 

depl.tad.e 

In conj 

rOUD4a ot 1nt1ation handicapped a 

Another idea of the 80cial and economic attitude of Brom

amtield, Pleasant Valley, p. ~6. 

9Sromtleld. !!:.!?a !!l Bxperience, P. 286. 

10x,incoln Bational Life Insuranoe 0 
Indiana, Xearll State.ent, 1959, p. 3

fleld' a ia, 

Raising industrial and White collar vages 8e~e. on17 
to inoreaae 1n turn the coat of food. The anJIwr 11•• 

.tat~.nt illustrates bow tnflation now afrects economys 
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e••ed 

d economic 

lIerTatioD8 in r.~ard 

p. o. 

duct1ve agrioulture which 
increalle. the value ot 

t a Pattern, It in Malabar .:..=..=,.1 

tation very well 

the social, politic 

of tbe most intereat 

tel' .. 

The tollov1.n2 

llur 

with a better and mol' 
lowers the price ofIto 
every man'. dollar. 

leld' a viewa town,."'" 

to Dresent aocial a.~ects ot modern a«riculture 1. e 

in the 

Drobl... ot asrio~tur.s 

to 8&' tbat the greater part ot tn. agri
ot Am8rioa 111 a depleted soil, detic1ent 

10 material and in minerals, and in th. 
t the Bast and Deep South, the deticlenor 

roportion8 which made it virtually impos
a. to produc. t::eople who are capable 

or ot h.lping them.elY••, even with the aid 
ot school. and expencUture. ot mon.,. in terms of sub
s i41 and reliet. The eoono1l1io and soc ial problem ot 
large depleted area. of the United States are, as the,. 
._. in the eaa. ot an indivi~l tarm, large11 those ot 
aol1 and s.oondaril,. of diet. 

with manl sub••quent retereno•• to the theme in later 

writ mga. His own 'Warda e%pla1n it eloquent1,.• 

ttern of the general -farm baS, I think out
u.efulne•• and it. economic jUstification,

oertain extent.o baa the pattern of ••It
suooe••tul tarmer of the future in 

111 be, ••• , not a frontler farmer 
arId of his own with a tew oowa, a 

lokena, ten acres of corn, ten acr 
d ~en of Wheat w1~h a little 



ted to 

• in the 

above the 

oent nrotlt 

the prtnolpl. ot 

BrOlld'I~ldl.. would 

1~ 

on the slde, but a 
eth1ng ot a scientist 

t 

107•• va 

eatm.nt 

re to be paid ViK,. 

naS.d without di.po••••• ing tami

1ii.il, all it. llT1ng ••Te on1., 

jt61'ltl. 

ieh, brlet17~ are .a tollow.1 

d visitors wanted to know hov such 

l' 

ter 

and m&n7 more haTe, I think, made the 
oY.rdl~.r.ltled tarm aa obsolete a8 the 

107 ' 

le1d va. to rec.iTe flT. 

,era 

ideas worked out in a Drtactlcal va7 at Malabar 

. 
otte!~ apie••, and su.ar 

rooma 

aTerde, and .ao 

li••• 

total 

1osophl.~, 

haye a houle rent tree, with 11gbt and heat, bath

2. It va. to be 

3. "All 

B••id•• b.1nJt int.re.ted_'fif-"-these soc tal and economic 

5. Br 

1. ~be farm va to be operat 

a.lf.auttlcleno7. 

4. Bn17 famll,., 1nolud 

13n.!S., pp. 45-6. 

tl.e, untended pasture 1 
uDUlessman, a sn8cia1lst a 

• • • • 

arm. One whol. 

the•• 

1deas, 



106 

snare with the otB love•• of any remaining 

protlt.14 

After th••• ~r1noip18. bad been ~n oDeration at Malabar ror 

ten years, Broaf'ield reported on t in detail. The "self

suffloienoyR program bad been alt.red in line wItb good 

ma.nag.ent. The loye.e no longer tri'!d to produoe poul

try, egg., trul~, or potatoei, f1ndin~ that it was more 

raotioal and econOMical to bU7 th••e oommodities fro.m other 

farmere who e"801al1••d In tbe.. At Malabar, in the mean

time, labor va. oonoentrated on vegetables, milk and ml1k 

produots, aattle, and ho~.. Bromfield and ble co-workers 

~egarded their reTl.ed objeotives as a soeclallsed aelt

auf'fioleno,.. 

Instead ot dispolee. ., Malabar Farm aU8

talned tive famille. ~~ltional help 

during the bUI-7 ....son.. -tt--'sU'D'Dort on an 'aver ot 

forty men, woaen, and cb,ildren--more than the land bad ever 

8Uetaine4 in the 'D!on8er day. ot one ramil,. tarma. 

As to the third principle, there bad been no labor 

trouble. The men, exoept in the most urgent barT.at ....sons, 

worked labor union houri at union va8el. The wage earnera 

rl their ramil!e. leeli2~d to be Dmaensely happy. Good 

rofit. were divided at t end of each r~ altho for 

l4eromfleld,Pl...ant Valley, p. 25. 
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a 

tami

ro:"!

had 

he Pasaing 

cts ot farm 

it diYidends. 

8 'Words: 

wanted. 

_""__ , with 

ctive w1.tb. 

liances; and each 

t' 

1t7 ot the indiTldual 

d Dot been 80 1 

olitio.l • 

the Malabar Droarams 

rID a. It actual17 worked 

ie14'. attitudes 

it 

this aUCGea 

, 

loh was of more value to btm--the 

labar 

und 

'at 

d1ate aoola1 

ee.~11 

1ned that 

p~lde in mak1!1S 

• At the conclusion ot hi. chap 

.t 

The suooe.. 0 

in latter years, art 

17 Gstablished. 

Bach fUl117 had en 

leotrlCSit'1, 

lSsrOlltleld, Malaba~ ~, pp. 107-0. 

16Ib1d., pp. 112-3~ 

'The better, the more prOduotl",. and well-p1aJmed the 
, the ~e88 i8 the drudgery. It is much more a 

question of information, intelligence, and eXperienoe. 

field bad alwaY8 insisted on the 

and the 8an.otlt,. 'ot the home .15 

A8 planned, Bromfield bad reoelnd the fiTe per oent 

the fi~st 

had liaKeD 

well-groomed lawn and 

lle8 bad an aore 0 

on hia origlnal" tnvestment, Dlus 

tn~. 

probl 

out ice pract10al proof for 

reap_ct, admiration, and tnterest of a great following ot 

1. who al.o 10yed the so11 and all type. of lite. l6 : 

Besld•• he 

ot • Pattern," he 8 
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All of these things add up to abundance, to lower 
prices ror food to the city dweller, and highei7Drofits
and a more solid economic base for the farmer. 

There 18 an interestina sideli¢ht to the political 

at of BroMriel4's tnterest in aijd knowleage of agricul-

Although polltically he had always been a Democrat,• 

he was an ardent a&airer and sUD~ortir or his fellow ebian, 

obert ~att. ~owar4 the c1os. of the Roo.e.elt
~ 

istration, Bromfield expre••e.d the wish that be would 11ke 

to become Secr.tary ot Agriculture UDder the nezt adm1nl.

tration. l8 It va. quite Do.sible thai; be would ha.... b••n 

it eitber Robert !art or ~b s Dewey bad been elected. 

Thul, 8r 1.1d'l attitude towards diat. 80clal 

011t10al ~roblems oan _. contributed to his great Dower. 

of.ob.eryatlon and intellectual curiosity. a. was alert and, 

beoause be vas energetio enthusiastio, had the power to 

stir thiugs UP, attract attention, and set ort snarks ot 

ardor to hundreds ot thousands of farmers, relearchers l 

~aru.ner8, and just c n people. Not only agrioulture but 

also the whole world was th undor beoause of him. 

11Ibld•• p. 62. 

lSaarrleon Smith, ~r. romt"ield Comes Back," Saturday 
Review ~ Lltera~ure, Vol. 31, tober 23. 1948. p. 14. 



Shriyeled, v.ather-beaten race, 
ir. His 8yes were a very

little liD._ which came 
t barefoot winter 

_ ore strange garment.
of a kind of sackelotb or of leatber or 

by ttle IndiaDJI. ifl_ only baggage wal 
ot with a handl., which did not encumber 

nt. sinoe when trayel1Dg be wore it aa a bat 
bandle at the back. ~~8 alway' carried a "poke" 

er hi' shoulder 1n whlch b. carried s.eds and 

Aunt Mattie, Bromfi.ld continu•• t~ record, state. 

that Johnny Appl••••d woula s t~e_ "Dreaen a kind or a 

sermo on 10 of manklnd and all Nature." The children 

loved to bear htm, and Jo I. visits to that frontier 

country took the pI o r mottern theaters, ~ovie8, and 

TV nrO;ll'ams. leseedte enchant1 orles about wIld 

thing_--tbe opo_swa, the raccoon, the bear, the blue jay-

11 CB.r18 to e dlstinct·~ersonalitie8 and BetUle ot 

realit,. ich most p 1 rstand. 

IBroafleld, Pleasant Vallez, P. 2~. 



110 

r, 

pn11~so

lW&ya there 

-day oommon 

, and the 

rd all life, and 

leaeed and Aunt 

~:iar17 

tOI" L1re. 

~U.".D t 

dtather Coulter were -teoh.4" 

u. in tb 

1••••d" 

to tiDal 

17 hwun and b:wMne comm~~~_j' about everything 

e .... Rio 

Bram£ield t a story about "JobDnJ 

b1 ot b1. later ,ears, RRe'Vere 

11 are brought 

lace language, and lometim.& he Rlorlf1e. tn.ae .tories all 

ttle ll comes 'Ver1 early 1n his t1rlt tarm book, Pleasant 

Vallel,2 and tbe inoidents r.la~~d must have strongly influ

enoed h1s whole lit•• 3 Inter8versed tliro~out his writings 

that «rowa or walks, or tl1e8 or ."'~ or Gravls. SOlletimes 

in bis accounts ot Phoebe ~1 •• , hi. 6Q~~1" 

famil1'a pet mongoos., 

As baa alreadY bean 1 

are the int 

be ~. eloquent, aa.mettae. he writ•• 

2Sr omfield, Pl•••ant Valley, p. 26. 

3Louis Bromfield, dJohnn,. App18seed and the Lost 
Dauphin," Saturdal Review or L1terature, Vol. 29, Januar'1 6,
1945, 'DO. L' • j' - . 

Charles Bromflel_, 

~wlth Job.nn1 Apple•••d' _ love for all ~ov1ng things, Louis 

must haTe lnQ~~~t.d tha~~ trait. b~~h by blood and b7 asso

c1at ion, becliu)~!t lPJioebe Wls1i' :ono-. ,t~o laimed to Louie' a father, 

When she s.w a white col.t 'Dla'rl'ul.1li,'sril••h1.D2 water oyer 

Louis.. then a t~~m-,.ear-old bo}" .ii.il1~.g 1>la,. boa.ts in a small 

ond, "Do 1'o~ :~trilf ~hat bOT is 'teched' just. like you and 
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1T·4 Pho 1••'. ~reat heart for nature i. fait 17 

le1d in -remarkable ,ort storr .Up 

ttie t , 
altboUib ab.e • tot 

d••cr 

years oft 

dthe birdser l11'e, llt 

r f; for all 

old,thO 

f$'mai 

re 

field recor 

occaaion, but simplr 

tie has Slone to join 

.ted itself Daturallr all 

BNmit'ield8 llved in Franee, it 

i~~ yes.table. and flov

the Vork1n~ent. Garden 

A8900 iatioD or Prance, he was awarded ,eda1 and a. diplQ1118. 

~or hls ~r&ctical work 1n ~rov1ng Yesetable. and flowers. 

ized this award .s one or the ~reatest accam

i.' lire. 18, the 1'1' le1d.' home In 

they rented tt; but, with the 

1.1d ted the beautiful 

~Wloa.ped ttle yard. until it place of 

4e leld, • 

,hel 
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line 

.orte.llsed 

• _.. i. 

old 

b08e and 

10 

Ue the 

of the•• 

lr rust boxer 

r, giT. 

1 oharacteristic 

and a DotL .. 

ts. This lincere 

all 1" 

the mOMOO.. in 

things: re~l.ot the 

izzle4, '_to 

will il-luatrate • 

11 

r I Live With," Atlantic 
• 76-78. 

• to the r 

att 

in biB writings 

ire. B~0.rle14ts stort•• 

• amp 

ace 

•• el~ht,. vlsltors on a Sunda)" 

iel48 wer. to rai... ':t aeoond 

ra6nality and tbat they a~e so 

a "both a t 

Qulet beaut,. of the place, and 

tio._, 

that the ar 

00••, Hlkk7, 

clear1)" .%Dre~. 

va. hil 2-reat 10"e of -,.hi_ 

thing that 1. moat endearing about 

joy. StralUl:ers as well aa frienda were at1#racted 

,PAPrlan. 'the ID08't d1.at1nct lv8 

Ch one baa bis 0 

,X. fta Iring ..ong dogs," th. patriaroh ot 

were samet1aea a. ma 

or the author, Dr 

'ate info 

Senll1 beoause of t 

8 

e ~h1r4 ...ber ot Bromfield'. Senli. nets to b 

S:Mary Bro~leldJ 
pnthly, Vol. 186, 

tami11 1iY84 in lenll•• _~A frlend gaTe thea 
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dog, 

do~ that BrOi!l.14 deplct~4 was "a 

a_1'tern·o-o·n.$ 

that 

Scotty ca11e4 Daah': who 

the 

!tinling, 8 t'ulous story of 

the deadly cobra. 

0.004 literature 

out pets and livinn th 

obJectlY.s, a. tbe tollo 



• 

• 

that 

at of the 

dle. BalQ.uette, 

thoae m&nJ 

it 

.e 

reader soon teel. 

1. family for tbe 

ht that such a 

no taml11ar!ty.fl 

white 

tt. was a big pink and 

1 justice about &n7 of the 

1e4 dOR and on one occaalon 

rent1,. t 

nFnm~i.1d. • tul1-~n~ 

no nonsen•• 

• He va. a bOilY, sorappy tell 

• deniated .a ~a ~.r. 

and tonaured a1wa78 by the best dog 

d OTer-o 

in the community, Includ 

c 

.4 and saNtilli••d th. 

rtrude Stein. &1 

a tr 

than he val. He loved to pUDotur. the rrlde 

-7.. TheD 

r 1"",,",d 

o 

t.ro,.ed the famous 

t 

animals that be d.scrib.l; 

, 
long 

it. 
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ofoundly llke ahlldren,n6 writes Bromfield. The stat..ent 

UIIoDU was the brav•• ferocioul Sootty that came to the 

6ar~t1.1d, Malabar Parm, p. 186. 

7Broarield, Pleasant Vallel, P. 201. 

that he know••ach net intimate17. 

could bave been _de wi 

pet. 

t 

Senli. pets, came to 

ot a friend. 

cautioUl1 

first tiir.e 

wb1troed every 

or an,. pampered 

Brom1"ie1ds 

dresser. in Fari.... 

nearl,. 



"a 

betwe.n 

0'01•• n 

Iated at 

, had 

1d often 

the two 
ey dld 
AI tor 
ignoring 
on sight.

lce be walked 
8t1ft legged, 

be ~ 

d aco 

, 

rt1ng: 

w. lfhis, ot course, was 

d 1"118 than a 00 

utton eves. 

Id eat til 

ere yery jealous. Daab reaented 

hls resentment out one da7 

the seat ot the trousers frODl 

_A ...... rats 

• • 

~he weI 

own II 

than Rex'l 

,he n• .,.er 

• 

i8 a splendid ~lec. 

blaok hairy fur, a tl~ Dolnted head with a de11

8Ib1•d ., ll. 206. 

Relat10ns between the dogs never improYed. 

!fhe oth.er pet at Senlls was tb.e strangeat of the three, 
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their poss.aliyeneSI and to 

w1thout warning by tear 

19u.6. 

1e14'. de.crlutlon or the first _o6~4 

Sen11s • Although 

ouriously soclable animal and liked to l1ye wi 

R1kky, the mOngoose. 

She olayed havoc with th 

onatro81ty needed to be e%t.~1nated. A neighbor cOUple, 

Mons1eur and Madame B1gu'. had a small, pocket-sized dog 

named Prow-Prow of wham tb 

cate, 

Dash 



llS 

kill a whole litter of rate and lay them out 10 a neat row 

alonR a ~arden path for the family to se•• 9 

!he story ot Rikky cannot be retold. One 81mpl7 has 

to read the remarkable epl lald relate. them 

80 vlvidly. She delIberately tantalized people ~lam she 

.to be d ot , he learned to o lat s with 

amaz.1D@ dexterlt,. and to break the egg. she ... fed oy pus

th.. between her leg. like a football until they hit 

~Ibld., P. 211. 

10 
~., pD. 208-210. 



i8ld had 

J bad 

;p4muAbl 

, Br 

SOD 

t 

• 
, 

o under.tands 

, 

pp. 173-4. 

ts 1. 

lawa~"hel.8.J this story 1 

ot Lake 

c 

r 00111e, the oattle 402 scared 

and exoellent 

nd Ml48e. 

j 1. hilarious. 

01s8 that it 

1t7 and used 

He partlcu

.p.. ~u.y, tow~d men -end bo,... AI 

, 

were other do«. to be depicted, each 

ill r8membe~ Bab,., "alway. a 

, 

wb.eileve1" be waa 

estor": 

T 

had a large 

ng tb 

to d1aooyer t 

nd died. The 10 

• 

lQU;u:J.g • 

J ~011,. and Su.i_, 

llBromfield, ...__ u •• 

12Ibid., p. I7S. 

and a 

1sh~ 

tock dog:a; 
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accounts 1. ftGood-b,. to a Friend. wl1 Atter a tbr 

in ita own 

It .e._ that an,. p.1"Af"n 

inclined to be a I 

• ino. 

1t unr 
- -:.. -~... -"

larly held an lncurabl 

ever heard. 

01 

ot c 

The story ot Brom£ield'. parrot, Tn 

This parrot oould talk and 1J:iitate almoat 

returned h 

,suddenly sickened 



relat1n« to S,.l•••ter, the huge GUAPnl!le~ bull. ·.Tb.e el1llax. 

r ·the.e tal t his head rasten 

in an emp~~ oil dFwB. Blind om 1t, "he strew 

madder and adder, and the 

bawled, with Tariat10Da bas.o 

coloratura. " After he was finall,. , he 2&.e his r.s

beot, 

t• 

1)Ibid., p. 1$9. 

l4.r,oul field, nS~l.ester the Bull," _V_~y._ 

onthly, Vol. 181, At>rl1. 1948, pp. 45-47. 
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were Blondy, nessi, • Bileen, and others; and it 

as both interesting and amusing to know how and wh7 the,. 

ecelved their' names. A th a cold, haughty, detaohed 

"personality" aUht have the name or 80m verweight, prOUd, 

bejewelled ropolltan a patr currentl:r in the Dews. 

TODy, Bope-I POU7, was a 010 4,: y tricks, 

both well~ered and ill-t red ons8--he 

hands w1tb. a on one minute, and butt bim in the be.ok 

the next. Red vas a 'OOD o would actuall 

••• that the small ohildren o rode h. ~eure nnd 

flra in Aaale • fox he quoen rs ·J"'O .. 

"imperioua d consoiou. ~t her beaut 1 a.d 

cared tor S.,.l'Y1a, t blind , ith the tender 

care ot a DUrae. 

d. there were U7 other stori.. about p.t~ such as 

the cnea &J)out onel, hina 80W; Gilbert, the 

Tlolant and f~.trat obblel'J Donald, the m.i.... 

laced ok; 11. Sela8s1e, the imperial karakul ram; and 

, ttl "',b1an ne- t, o Gourt1.n3, 8 the 

perfect pioture ot a leo bau-tled old reprobate" Ill! h.e 

pranced on hi. ht 1 • 

Th$se 3torle8 were related by Br leid in fle.sant 

Val1el and MR1ab~ ~ and tinally gathered to~etbertn 

his la.1; pu~11oation An-..__ ~ other Peop1e • Some ot thea 



siok 
a.re 

at>onoibll1t7 
great 

--:-,--
is" 

fS 

sines a8 they were 
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d in definitely stated 

in his oomments. They 

Known," Reade~r. -.O-_W, 

4", __" ...6 J Vol. vn, Aprll, 

Ita and anlJlals were with 

V~MlIl: 

animals at Helaba~, for the 
in eonn.ctl~n with any 

be able to imagine him-, 
icken and so be able to 

rt icular animal or bird happy and 

An~~8 ~ ether People, p. 262. 

,0 ill-treat 
tiOD of 

t ttl. 
ill or a 
tbat 

In another COIIII.ent. 118 ~r.llea the. :"181'0 at Malabar 

with thea. remarks, 



t and 

.e.d blown 

tnterestl 

en was publish 

One of tbe 

an.tDdispenslble 

carried there on the 

or the Malabar bills, 

t by, these were 

at. be. ide. tho.e tn 

",

lanation aeemed plausible, 

o 

fish 

tar plant. 

10 ot 

of 

first s1gn. ot an1~1 lite were frogs, 

le14 considered DO 

attachment to all kinds of plants and 

t 

c 

il con.enat 

,u•• Br 

.d pets.Q 

l7!2!S., D. 181. 

Is 

tori.. 1. 

an 

in Malabar l!:E!! 'and A Dpga..L. 

¥l1;uaa.1.S 
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rlcbnl 
others, 
Dever 
ho 
t 

~et or bills ot water birdl. This process of addition to 

solI oO~~rYatlon proJecta at Malabar va. the construction 

several were built; and as the 

which multiplied rapidly and literal17 jumped allover the 

of a brand new Doad., At first the pond was void of all lite, 

the nand continued until the whol. "cyel.- 0 

~1mal life was eatablished. 

part of t 

plant or an1mal. 

in by Wind, carried by ratn water as the pond filled, or on 

the teet of animals or waterfowl. Final17, some flsh 

a:opeared. As no other likely 

place. Mo•• and other 

theB. must bave hate 
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well stocked with blue gill, bass, trout, and other species 

of fish. He loYed to fish and sav to it that the tishing 

was always good. 18 

BromfIeld, like many literary Men, knew the Talue or 

repetition and val 80 conaolentlous about conservation ot 

wild lite that he emphasis.s it many ttmel. 19 Arguing that 

eonleryation ot wild life should be the conltant objective 

or all Aaerloan8 aa well a. land owners. be state.1 

~h.re i. no greater beneficiary ot good agriculture
and proper land use than the sportsman. AI a member or 
the Ohio ConaerYation Comm1a.Ion • • ., I2aave pushed a 
good "'i1d life program at Malabar •••• 

Although he val never a hunter htmself, he considered wild 

birds and animals as benetits to the land rather than lia

bilities and felt that birds more than repaid the small 

ount ot gra1n tbey ate by their de.truotion ot in••ots 

and weed .eed. Some ot the practicel h. advooated tor everT 

operator are the plant f Ititlora roses in corners and 

alonp.; renoe rows, the creating or shelter belts of trees, 

18aromfleld, From ~ Experienoe, p. 1$. 

19nHappiest Man I Rave Ever Known," Reader's Digeat, 
Vol. 44. April, 1944, pp. 12-14. 

I Live on the Edge or paradise," The Saturday Evening 
post, Vol. 222, Maroh 11 19S0, pp. 22-3~.1"MT Ninety Acres, Pleasant Val1ex. 

"Of Green Hills and Valleys,' Pleasant Vallex. 
"Sportsmen'. Paradise," Malabar !!I5. 
2OBrOmfleld, Malabar !!!!, p. }44. 
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he leaving of hollod trees and logs where they tell, and 

bandoning of down rows and corn~rs of grain crop for the 

benefit of wild life. 

Beoause ot bis intense love ot all antmal and plant 

lite, Bromtield haa £requently been critioi.ed for his atti

tudes toward. religion; and his beliera are often misunder

stood becaus. his life i& Som.t~.s not understood, 1n the 

liaht of all the olroumatance. that molded it. A& a boy and 

young man be was raised in the doctrIne ot a atriot prote.tant 

enomination, but in those oharacter-f'OrDling ra, he came 

to know of some very erratic moral and 800ial ao~a of two or 

three mini.ters and high churoh offioials. 21 The young man, 

generalizing from these few oddities and moral breaChea, 

condemned all rellRious organizations. ~hroughout his 

fiotion writings, priesthood and the ministry are held 1n 

scorn. For instanoe in The Rains Came the ,oral Lad,. 

keth says in speaking of a teacher-mi•• i ry spinster, 

en my own slut's 11fe is more normal, 1. better than 

that. EYen Shiv. and hi. dingus is better than the chastity 

and barrenness of the Christian Church. n Then, - in Mrs. 

Parktngton there is this derogatory comment~. "Gus bad been 

ri«ht when he sald that the Reverend BUl'ohard wcu1d get 

a10 Hi. 'a.ndaon shook nanQ8 with the same false• 

21Drown~ Louis Bromfield ~ !!! Books, p. 16. 
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enthusiasm. with the same show of teeth which loa ta1se 

in the fierce tntensity of his lle. He talked in the lame 

a1v mouthed way." 

Actually Bromfield had a deep and abiding faith. At 

t .. hil writ 8e to icate an an~istio faith, and 

onee he mad. an almost Pythagorean comment about nearlY' 

hWBan intelligenoe of dogs. -1 aomet1a.s am almost inclined 

to tbink tbere 1s something to the 1dea ot tNn.8migratlon 

of the loul." Se otten .%pr••••d the Pantheiatlc philosophy 

about nature, bowYer, al wrote, 

!he man who 10vel Bature oomes neareat, I think, to 
underatand1.ng God. 8ven man'. religion grevout of 

ture it.elf, and the good earth and true faith have 
nev.r been removed frOM one another. The72~re aa near 
to4&7 aa they were ten thousand yeara ago. 

In many difter.nt att ta, B~nmf'1.ld tried to define 

and oanture hi. ~hilosopb7 ot lit. a I own attitude 

toward rel1~ious be1ierl. e indicate. this struggle in 

these wordl' 

For me religion and taith have n....er oom. through 
ohuoh•• and rarely through ,men. 'rh••• thing. hav. 
welled up in me many times in contact w1th an1Jaala and 
tr8•• and landscapes; at momenta when I was oertain not 
only the ez1stence of God but or M7 own ~ortality aa 
a part of a gigant1c scheme of creation of an immor
ta11ty that had nothing to 40 with pla.tic saints and 
tawdry beavens, but with 80mething greater and more pro
found and richer in dlgn1t'1; the beautU'ul dignity ot 
the _.11 animals of the field, of a fern growing trom 

22Bromf1eld, Antmals ~ Other People, pp_ 90-91. 
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a C28mp crevice in the rock, or a tulip t~e. r~~lng 
straight and clean a hundred teet in the sky. 

Always a great admirer ot Albert Schweitzer, Brom

field's search for &8801i4 re1121 hilosoPhY round 

fulfillment when in read1~ Schweitzer' 8 ~ 9.t. !Z .Y!! ~ 

he oame th III l:1TtAT'lh • 

Late on the third 4a;r, at the very moment when at 
sunset, we were making our way through a herd ot hippo
potamu.... there flashed upon my mind, unfor.een and 

Ought, the phrase "ReTerence tor Li.te.'· The iron 
door bad 71elded; the path in the tblckat had become 
visible. .ow I had tOlUld my way to the ide. in whioh. 
att~tlon OL the world and or ethics are contained 
slde by 814.,211

In the expr••• lon "ReTer.nee tor Life- Bromfield, too, 

h.ad found wbat he ha4 searohed for all hi. life. To him 

the thought "illuminated the darkness 11ke the sWitohing on 

of a Dowertul light bUlb," and it vas 11ke • -rocket bursting 

high in the darknes8 ot the n t air. n He oonoludes this 

really good farmer indeed to all rea~ly·good and bapp'7 
• 

2.3IblCl., p. VI+. 

24sromtield, ~ l!Z i!l?erlence, p. 346•. 

2S~., p. 341. 
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people. In general it includes all the lntrlgu1ng, interest

ing, and experienced first-hand, int~te, stories that 

Bromfield bas written about all kinds of plants and antmals. 

They are probably tbe most under-read and under-rated or all 

of Bromf1eld'. writing., but they are a180 among the most 

reward~. 
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lIars 

94-9, 

n he 

the swmest10ns 

nOTels. Sure1)", 

lisped until six 

• his readers, 

bout the matter, lnai8tlng 

written.for reading 

not 

be wrote !b.! ... _... 

of 
01. 

, 

fiction to nen-fiction about 

11 at once. Flea.ant Valley, the 

ot. ~u........ ~-.....-

~ 

his own faults. 

the nOT.ls 

.a.a~u and j 0 

ato 

his life, 

d 

th7, 

nb. 

did 

de to him to rewrite, revise, and correct hi 

Braatlel 

The transit1 

01" hls five 

Even thO' 

OUr lit 
.... to be 

ta, he 

t noTels 

is condan1ng 

,]lieul 

aldl 

life in 1933 

charaetera came to lire. he lOTed t 

lived on. 

l'ulina 'O••slon 

"Dle.sure and "~llll'" 
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loh, even with its technioal faults, 1s indeed a great 

novel of purpose. 

Bromfield oDce r-.arked, "1 make M,. 11~tng with a 

pen, but my h..art i. with the .pade. n Actuall,.. frca the t!me 

he moved to Malabar Parm, he collbinecl the pen and the spade. 

No one oan read hts tarm books without teellng his deep love 

d anDre.tatton ot all those who lo~ed the land. Aunt 

Mattie. Cou.in Phoebe, Jotum,. Appl••••_d., and Walter Oak•• 

are real people. So wer. the twent,. to th1rtJ' thou-and 

1ndlYlclUals who tlooked to Malabar ParDI e~er)" "ear to ••e 

how he ha~ redeem.d VorD-out l~d and challenged other 

farmera to out-produce it. 'fo b1.-n, this Va. the ultimate 

in lit.. 'lb.i. vas .om.th1ng worth doins. thil vas sueces•• 

There was noth1Dg ali"shod about hi. rarm. work. It 

he made mistak.s in -.nag1ng his tields, be set di1igentl,. 

to vork to ttnd tho•• error. and to correct them. ae 

studied hi. land tntensel,. until he knew wbat was, or 

s:1.ould b., 1ft wa oubic toot ot solI. W Be knew and could 

explain tho woyol. ot all lite"--birth, growth, death, do0&7, 

and rebirth. 

Bromrield understood the h.aling powera ot gr•••• 

legume crops, and chemic.l tertiI1.ers. aecause ot the years 

of experi.nce as a story writer, he 1mev how to writ. oon

v1noingly about all of thes. important farm tacts so that 

other tarmers could understand them and make U8e of them. 
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Beoause ot biB sinoere love ot the so11 and all 

OWLnq things, Bromfield eYentually solved his quest in 

life with his well-expressed philoaophy, Reverence tor Life. 

To h1m, l1fe meant all plant and animal life. To ba, 

peop1e are moral and ethical onl,. when the,. bave Neverence 

for L1re--manfor an1ma1s, man for plants. man for DaD. 

Re make. hi. reader teel the oleanliness, invigorat1on, 

and wholesomene.a of close assoo1ation :with the !I 01_1 and 

man's dependenoe upon it. 

It is doubtful, thererore, it any ot Bromfield's 

noyels vill eyer stand the test ot time. ae baa the plots 

and the vooabular1J he haa the power aDd the e.bll1ty; but 

the auality, polish, and merit are not there~, Th. works . 

were written too hurriedly and too oarel.saly_ However, his 

fiYe non-tiction books about farm~ and farm 1Ue maT 

become great olassics ot American literature. TheY' Sore well 

written and dynamically presented; the,. are ba.Ically and 

fundamentally .ound. In the•• tarm books Bro~leld'. fine 

talents and restless abilitie. tound peaoe, success, and 

"tertile 8011.,· 
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