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CHAPTER I 

INrBODUCTIO 

sunderatandlngs occur am~ng the adults of Grants, 

.exico, cause the jorlty of the long established 

residents are o~ Spanla. round and speak no other lan

age than spanish. This "mjnorlty group," .peaking a for

eign languag~e, tends to develop teelings of interiority,1 

~l ot which 1.• evidenced 'by ·the anti-aocial attitudes at 

the Grant.~Hlgb School Spanlah-speaking 8~udenta 1n their 

lehool relationship.. To date the education and reading 

p:rob1.eml ot the Spanish-apeaking students, a8 "flewed trom 

the librarian's polnt of view, haye received little attention 

in the Grant I High School. The English language is reqUired 

as a teaching medium throughout the 5t·at., although the teach

ing ot Spanish 1. required in the tourth grade.2 

This study ia the report at an att.empt by the wrlte~ 

o~set up reading materials designed to lessen those "feel ...' 

Ings" on the part of the Spanish-American students and to 

enable them to build up an appreciation for their dual eul

tural heritage.. The booke selected in thi. blbll0.graph)' are 

intended to help Spanish-.peakl 8tud~nts resolve their 

lErna Fergus.on, New Mexico; A Pageant of Three f..G
ples(New York: Altred A:-lrnopt, 195!'), p. 230:- 

2Tbomas C. Donnelly, The Government ot New Mexico 
(Albuquerque, University of Hew MexIco, 1947T,-P; 207. 
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cultural conflict and build UP prldeand confidence in the 

face ot discriminations to which they are subjected. Thi• 

... lscr1mination has resulted from the unprecedented pressure 

into Grants from the East and South.) 

Orl~ to the discovery and exploitation of uranl~ in the 

ea, the infl ot new-o ra h Deed tremendous prob

1 ot loclal integration tor tho Grants Hi Sebool, which 

i. accentuated bY the fact at the school bu!ldln~, built 

three years ago wtth the idea ot taki care of a population 

increase. i8 already overcrowded. The confliot between the 

iab and Spani.h-speaklna student. 18 baaed on the resent

ents e~endered b1 differences in racial and reli~iou. back

grounds, which have co: bout aleost overnight, rather than 

gradually. Thi8 conf"llct has proved ,at once to be a source 

of bittern! atred., aa 11 as cball , d ,1 

problems have thu8 developed ,1n the Grants Hi School. 

When the writer first began work in his position as 

Librarian of Grants Him School, be was raced with the prob. 

lem ot developing a collecti~n ot books and other read.ing 

and resource materials. i the 1ear-b'y-year inorease in 

the Anglo- rl.can populatl'o.n, 1 t was e1fident that bookll 

selected would have to cover the dl d lnterellts 

ot both «roups, and help each group and the teachers toward 

an understanding and solution to the problem of social inte

gration• 

.3Fergusson, ,2£. £.!!., p. 276. 
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It is hoped that th s n~8ented in thil 

st 11 be found helpful timulati other librar

iana itb aiml1ar obl ot Doo laction for bi

roaders. 

Statement .2! !B.!. ,;;.P_r..-o.-b_l • The purpose of this study 

il to develoD a selected, annotated list o~ books for billn

atudenta u.etul to the librarian at the Grants, Hew 

xico High School, and to librarians at any bigh Icbool 

haVing Spanish-apeak! stUdents. 

rt 18 d that r.ad!D~ books trom this selected 

list of titles w11l not only give tbe Spaniab-Ameriean stu

dents a more thorouib kDowled~e, appreciation, and under-

Itandl~ or their own people, but will enable thftm to under

stand better the EDJZlish lawma~e and the customs of English-

spe aking pe ople •. It is further assumed that thrOUgh reading 

these same books the Anglo-American students ..Ul gain a bet

ter knowle~e of the SDanish herita£e ot the Southwest, will 

come to know the Spanish-speaking students as they reall,. 

are, and .111 become more aware of their contributions to 

our way ot life 10 the Southwest. 

L tations. his study is not intended to be In

elusive ot all th OOkS written especially tor the bll1n

gual atudent. It 1s representative or types of books whicb 

the writer re~ard. as erul d whIch meet the criteria tor 
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aelection and evaluation discussed in Chapter II at this 

studY. The selections .111 be limited to b~oks pUblished 

ron June, 1948, to June, 1958, inclusiYe. 

~he writer has not depended entirely on bis 0 

judgnent for thB inclusion ot booka selected in this ~lat, 

ut has relied upon the rec~ndatlons ot outstandi~ au

thorities tor the ipeluslon of most ot these titlGs. The 

selected ll,st of books wrItten In Spanish especiall,. reflect 

this tr tment. 1'l1a writer can read,. and speak only a little 

or tne p ah l8.DP.U828 ;, therefore, 1l1Ost otthe books in t~e 

elected, on tho recommendations or au

orltles in the 

,11 the school 

ico, 

chool Li

the ne 

ut 

bo 

iter i 

11' On.Ly 

1 

librarie 

he \TIll 

ot that llt>r • 

tP THE STUDY 

two reasons tor makin2 th1. selected, 

oks tor bilingual students. One la 

or books for bilinguaL students would 

001 librarian and perbapa 

ool,~llbra.rlana worklmt with Spanish

oond reason ia to otter 

erican and the Spani rican 
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I~udenta wbich wl11 give them a better understanding of 

eacn other-a culture and langu~e. This In turn ahould 

help to develop better acbool and interpersonal relation

ship. among the students and enable them to live happi11 

ocratical11 in a bilingual society. 

ODS OF~PROCEDUBE 

The primary sources 01' data, the Education Index 

and Library Literature, were oonsulted first to see 11' 

there was enough material available to Bet up a list or 
books tor bilingual students. Although there seemed to 08 

no ~eat amount of material, the 1tt"lter felt that there 

was enoURO to proceed with the problem. 

'he Constituti'on and School Laws ot New llenco were, 

studied to learn the exlstl~ law. concerning bilingualism. 

The census waa consulted to find the extent ot the 

bilingual problem in Grants, new Mexico. 

o provide the writer with an und.ratandlng ot the 

background of bilingual.s, references nre chosen and studied 

in the fields 01' history, social and economic conditions, 

education and mlgrato:rY workers. 

A 2reat deal or resea~ch bas been done on the prob~em 

of the bilingual child 1n the 8chools ot New ltex1co.Reports 

of this reaeapch were examined by the writer of th1s study. 

ome of it proved to have a oonnection with the problem of 

this studY and ~r1ted close investigations. 
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lurvey t t Grant ... , %ieo, Ichool. 

to 1 '0 i. bei taught and the number 

raul the subject. 

ii's, Nelf mexico, to ctl.8cover 

ady, available to the 

pODulatiou. 

t, of Ind 

libraries, ~~".~QUua, 

1 as school and public 

libraries, rest of thl'a problebe 

ch 
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elu'o libr 

At the"be~1nn 1£ 1 th books d ri

to bi11-niOU8 eXami_ne '-i, tl1 P 

o t ofth rlcan 

on tb c t uca~ion. ~ ~d 

Literature ot the- t)outhWest, J. t'r Dobie an ~outb-

e3tarn Centurz, b~ Dr. L nee C1 1 re also 

exand.ne d. 

Booka 

lingual.lam 1n the Wl111 

'ublic L.1brary w:ere s 

jas in vario 

1c1as bY Dr. 

.... &. 

tional Research, and t 

lc~select! 

11e: a prel 11 

for further rev • 



7 

it was found that the data needed for this study could be 

secured tram the following sources: Ih!. Bookliat; Bookman'. 

Manual; New!2.!:! Times ~ Revle..; Winchell '8 Guide to 

Reference Booka; Standard Oatalog !2£ Bigp School Libraries; 

CQtalo~. ot books from the University of Ne.. Mexico, Banks-

Company, and the Steck Company, 'of Dallas. Cata-

IORS f:itOm--establlahed publishers, in Moxico City, lIlenco, 

d Madrid, Soain. were also included. 

OF PREV10US RESEARCH
 

Since the establishment of the pub~lc sehool 5~stem 

in the State of' New flenoo in 18<)1, eduoators have beco~e 

of the ohal.leMe that bl11nJUlal studentl presented to 

the acbools. 'Much rese,arch has been done on the problem. of' 

in the Soutbwest. Durin?, the period tro31 1925 

the present time, many articles and books have been writ

ten conc8rn~ the probl~ and methode ot teaching the bi

lingual atudents. 

at Educational Research, edited by 

r ~cott Monroe, presents a compre~ensive discussion or 
blli~ualism and includes findl~8 of other autharltioQI 

cont nt Ihy on al 

roblem in both nco. 

rtlnen bout b1lingualist:1 were found 

in varlo Is8 .~'"" ... ..., ... ot oational Research;-
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Journal 2! Applied P81Cbologz; Elementary School Journal; 

and the He. Mexico School ReYiew. A 8urvey of the article.-
these magazines vublished before 1940 seemed to indicate 

toat the major interest waa related to the problems inherent 

in the teaching or bl~lngu~ enl~dren. 

In examining 8o:n.e ot.the. more recent articles in 

:hese 'same ma2azinea, it was diacov8Nd that S'Daniah teachers 

and educators in ~eneral have become increasingly interested, 

at only in the problem of teaching bilingual students, but 

selection at special teacblna and readln2 mate

rhap ost recent t u With the 

pro liMUall ico 18 • woy T1PBman'. 

ne euapter 1. devoted 

o detinitio concern1 in co 

'Jori 
cember, 1943),

ewa on th Cl .oot 
Conference, Rispa • .79 • 

Chil
p.3'=!9.

%01 
~ (Albuaue 
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CHI :~TIO 

TS 

Th ria tor tll lect10n 0 O.okB to: 1

l1L1KutU. student tollo a ",m6..nat similar criteria for 

laotian 'of bo for other s. oellent criteria 

latt an terlal. writt by 

ines. Mary Peacock Douglas, John Keeso Drury, an 

11a Ilunson. 

• ao•. nO in •. 

though the fIndings ot Rojas dealt with the selection ot 

reading materials for the elementary school, the saae cri

teria used in her study may 1n part be applied to the cri

teria for 8electl~ hi2h sohool readin2 materialg. 

- invcs
. 

tlQ:&tlon whicb the hid1 sohool 11bl-arlan munt keep in min 

rlAls tor BUin
u 1. 47 (December, 

I9UbJ. 
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he librarian should choose books thllt are written 

~n good English; and tbe vocabulary should be such that it 

will enrich the vocabularY of the~ student s atJd motivate tn., 

to continue their readl~ habits; -The took» seleoted sboulJ 

e written in a non~tochnlcal-l~ua2e, and yet not bo too 

ample. The bookB must not be too juvsnlle in.&PDCaranee 

or the students may feel inaulted; however, 1f' the books 

too diffioult to underst , nay lead to discourage

.ent rather n pleB.Bura d1n6" 

A selection of r ttar for bili a1 students 

ould contain Q colleotion of from t. at 

thors, bot , .d ould include 

both reereatl d • le I}ultlvating-t 

n21i 18.!Un1a~e atuden , hese stu

r1 nrlc b eleo

ti c cont o 

COJ:!:niz int9~reter8 01' our lite. 

It th 1l-Ull';utU. tudenta ODC eoo:ne interest in 

OOd 1it·erAt.tl1"A which they c rea_ underst 

will h th sire to ore, the 1ibrarl need 

ot fear that tbey negJ,eoted in the 11br pro-

Theh bool 11br , D t taced ~ith the task 

01"'· ~.~'"' ot1 oka to UI • 'houl the 

toll neral and speoific criteria in mind: 
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General Criteria 

organ1~ed and 

t t wIll appeal to nigh 

style 

ith a tudent 

read 

fo 1 school 

tudent 

5. Is the t 

6. Does th velop better under

st 1 , .pDrec1 all the student.' 

7. ontrover8ial 8ubjects-

does ae pr nt botb , or J:llve fs own 

1. lee on the needs and 1nterest 

level ot bl11~al studentef 

2. Dose the subject matter presented in the book. 

h~ve a Of,8.PI02 on tbf;f students' Spaniah-A!!lerloan background? 
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comorellenaive, and me anlnrdUl. 

There is C1 ttowin~, cooDcratlve interest O!l tho 

part of educators, administrators, and librarians in devolon 

1m!: a better 11braryprogrim tor the 

~:..... 

nt •• 

he "writer believes that Snanisb-sl>eakiM student 

o	 have'- the opportunity "li0 retLQ WlQ U1'JtJ .liDfi 

le to make progress equal to that of the EneJ,lah

3t>snls.n-sD88Klnp: S'tll 

lOll atudenta•. However" 'there 1. no conclusIve evidenc 

to 8upport thi. belie~. 

Conclusions applicable to a practical hlRb school 

librarY'pro~ram'are aa' tol~aw8: 

1. Efteotive human r~lationB'bl librarIans or hI 

0018	 having Spanl~~Amerlcan·students leads to a better 

rb1.o 

2. A resoUr~~ru1 librarian in a high Bcbool with 

Spanish-speaking students can pa.rticularl:v serve Enstll 

panish teachers by provld1~ materials' that "ill aid t 

in a better deTelonmsntal Dro~ram tor native Spanish-speaking 

atudents. 
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be :>p 1 Btudent lop r na

ti'fe ton • tor tudents, 



The writer baa exp:ressed the beliet that Spanish-

Iven an opportunity, can make pro~re•• 

in language and communication skills comparable to that ot 

11sb-snealdDJl: students. Research relatln~ to this p~ob. 

1em appears to be needed. Therefore, the writer recommends 

t scholars interested in the problems ot educating bl1in

students g1ve attention to this type of research. 
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