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TETRODUCTION

ne writer knows, ne simblar study haw been
gard to the Bovk-of-bthe-Monkh ﬁm'%z end t‘.m
Iiterary Gulld of Amerien, In@arg@mﬁww

Purpoge and Method of this &My

The purposs of this thesis ls o Mpam the Book-af-
the-Honth 0lub and the Iiterary mm, from J085 to 1058 ine
clusive, in the following vespasts: {1} g@mmm and mﬁm;
{2) types of literatupe represented in book selestionsgy (3)
eritieal estimate of sonbent of book seleoctionsy {4) format
of book selestions.

e wriber wishes to prosent, ss nearly as possible, an
objoetive pleture of the outpub of the two orgenlzationsg, Ab
211 times he has bried to avold anybhing like personal biess

70 aid her in resching songlusions, the wriber salked
tm Book-of=the-Honth Glub and the Iiterary Gulld for inforua-

serding their policless The Boolwof-the-Month Club
gent to the writer sdvertising materisl giving lnformetion
about that elub's mobivitiesy the Iibterary Oulld elted an ar-
tigle in Forbtune Hegasine for data ooncerning the autivitles
of the olube In sddition to & study of this m’t:wial; the
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writer read all avallable articles in magayines regarding
hh’% 'E’;W wlm I i )

furnished in the Fews and Wings, she complled 1iste of book
golectlions for both ¢lubs from 10856 to 1958 inolusive anmd aioBe

boen buolk leﬁ&mu of each 8lub, Nwwm%gmg
rpett of Mwmﬁm* For sach of these %mw@w

two bodts, she selosbed ifmpartially four roviews from the Book

'vom 1085 te 1958 inclusive, end by menns of
pomperison of eritical estisebes of book
golections of the two ¢lubs.
exomined each with regawd to binding, peper; and prints An
analysis end comparison were wade, ales, of Yook divide m
borme books, dunl Bolsebionsy double mxwmmﬂ, and al*bambm
seleotions, from 10356 to 1038 luelusive,

Then @he mosauyed gach Yook snd

Sources of Date

The following sources of dabe furnished materisl for
this studyt (1) advertising material of the &xmﬁmﬁ*ﬂh%ﬁmﬁh
Cilub; (2) Fortune Magagine, F@hmwm 19863 (5) Booke :
Honth Club ﬁwg, from 1936 bo 1988 inolusives (43 fror
1036 to 1088 inglumives (B) Dook Review uty from ww B0
1936 inelusive; (6) erticles in several periodicels '("'7) Bixe
teen book selections of the Book-of«thesMonth Cluby frow 1986

pi B

# gne mothod 18 deseribed in the inbrodustion to Ghepber
ITTe



B
to 1958 inclusive; (8) sizmteen book selevtions of the Literasy
Gulld, from 1058 to 1988 ¢

Defindblon of Terms

4 "dual poleotion® is the oo

ibination of two books of
the~lionth Club given for the price of one.
double meleotion® iz the oorbinat

"Hiseellanecus® pefers to the sontent of a book which
cannot be insluded nmw sny definite slepaifiontion, Veually
8 "miscellanecus® book 1s & ctmbinebion of elements of warious
types of lltorabure.




BAPTER 11
GUNESIS ATD TATURY OF CLUBS

shaptor will deal with the genesis of the Book
and the Iiterary Guild of Americe, Inos, snd
parding both olubs, from 1986 to 1988
inelusive, on the follewing pointsy (1) sditorisl pollicy,
(2) size, (3) requireme wnbershilp, (4) free wepaginen,
{5) fres bocks, and (¢} dwal or double seleshions, Critlelsms
Lubs, also, will be givens

The Book-ofw=thoelonth Qlub

sopbions, operstes now in the seme way thab 14 4ld m it wan
. ‘ rbiging copy and the m&gwmlw fre
the samos To-day tho Clud bag over BOD,000 momb
Pash month publishers submlt to the Book-of-the-ionth
¢lub books considered by them to be fmporbant new bookss A
un whieh the writer prosured from the Boolwof-the-Monbth
g Lghty-six sugh publishers. The books asube
mitted by the Club are read by & number of orities, “sometimes

1 pennett A, Oerf, "200,000 m&mmg Havey Schermen
and Ais Book~of-the-lonth ciuhig Saturday Review of Ilterature
(new York), 17316, December &, 10375 Pa 1is )




eny @8 nimes® Books yeported on favorably by these
erities are read by esch member of the Bltorial Bos
posed of Heywood Broun, Dovobhy Oanfisld, Ohristophor Morley,
Williem Allen Whibe, and Honry Seidel Oanby, chalrmene 4
FPorelign Advisory Commitiee, composed of He Gs Wolla, Andpa

wmes Nemn, and Sigrid Undeet, sebing in only an ad-

visory capucity, informs the mfz@@mm Bonrd coneerning elg-
nifiennt new books thelr rospective couniiriess n

Onoe & month this Baitorial Board meets, dissusses pro~
posed booke, and by a majority vobe selechs the boek for mﬁv
month. (The foregolng statement was baken from A Progpegtus
Boolt-of »thoslonth Club, which is edvertising material,
and i the only definibe statement svellable to the writer on
this phese of the Club's polloye) Befure the selested bouk is
published, & report of 1t is sent o subssribers in the
of~the-Month Glub News, a free monthly mags
cover page of the MNews sontains drewings ar plotures of persons

fronm

ptue, The Toont

or seenos relating to the bookwof-the-month end also &
concerning the month's selestiom. Within the magesine is &

& blographical sheteh of the apubhor, ao-

the boolkt; and often by & drawing or plobure wmmmg o the
selocted book itmelf, The remainder of bthe JNews is devoled be

o vige pecommended i‘w the monili, Those ree
ports are writben by the "judges end other literary ariiles
choment by the elub,"”



] Bogltwo e bl glub Hows,
gubgeriber may chooge elthor the next bookwof-the-monbh,

enother book reccmmended, or none ab all, Although & membep
the Book-of~the-Menth Club 18 nob required to take m baok
must, o rabain his memborship, keep at lesst
B monthe of his mwmm; Bl
seribera pay no fixed yearly Wm%i ?ﬁmﬁ’ Mﬁ” for boo o gmw
ofly plus postage, According to edverdlsing mwaterinl
he Book-of=the-Menth Clubs the Club meves has
harped 1t mevbere more

than throee dollars for any bYook-of-

month oy for any dual seloskion |
The number of books

1nplueive and thelr respecbive prices, as guoted by the Booke

80 tor §8480 saeh
1B foy 2475 enoh
15 for 5400 each
Thuas, bhe average booltieol~thasmonth from 1086
o 1938 inelusive wag $8.714. Hince four books must be bought
during s year snd since the averege price of books other then
the book-of-the~month has nob been Jess then the average prize
of the bookwof-the~-monith, 8 gubseriber has had Lo pay approsie

mabely 010.86 a yours

The Book-ofwthesionth 0lub Hews foom 1955 to 19S8E Inmelue




pive shows that each yenr the Club hag provided feor dusl
selectlions, The mmber of dusl seleotions end thelr respose
tive prices, ss quoted in The Bovkwof«the~Konth
from 1088 te 19088 inelusive, follows
> Dual Seleghime Prige
for  {2.50 sach
b for #475 aach
7 Loy 3200 onel

Thus $he average priee fov duel seloetions wae $2.98e

Another polier of the Club ir fo glve free books, called
"pockedividends,” o menbers upon verteln conditims of pur-
chage, Prior to June, 1955, three bookedlvidends & yoor wale
dletributed on the following condifions: 4fy dn the previows

hought seven or wore booksy AL In

twolve moanths, ;
hat poriod he had bought six books, unless he alvesdy had re-
celved bwo book-dividends; 1f he bad bought four or five booke,
veady had recelved one bookedividend withdn thab
times if o now suwveariber, who is one who has been a eubsoriber
six monbhe or lops, had purchased two mm unless he alveady
nad reccived one book-dlvidend.
ghe Club pot inte offech & new systom
Wil pogurd to bock-dividends. By this mew poliey the (lud sb~
tained tho right to @zﬁamw the bosk-olwthe-month in Large
guantitios. A portiom of the sost of publiching saved In this
way is pub labo & book-dividend funde Tvery btwo monthe, with
this fund, the bmb sontractes for the enblirs sdition of some
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bookts This book then 18 distributed as & book-dlvidend bo
members wio have purchased two bocke~of-the~month, These two
books=ol-the
not be

month, which entitle one %o a book-dividend, need
bought in sonsecutive monthes Book-dividends, however,
aro avarded only for purchas

@ 0f bockewofethosponthy Sonsee
guently, from June 1, 1938, on, the Bodk~ofw-the-Month Olub
disbributed six book-dividends In twelve momths' time,

For the years 1986 to 19088 Irnelusive, sosording to the
Hews for those years, the Book-ofsthe«lonth Club distribubed
fourteen book-dividends, The nusber of these books and thely
respeetive robell price follow: |

for §6.00 sasch

Loy B0 sach

for 4400 saoh

foy 8478 onoh

foy 5980 onch
i for 3400 suoh

Thus the average reteil pelce of the book-dividends of

the Bookwofetha=lonth (lub from L0356 bo 1958 inclusive was $4.18+ .
menging the poliey with psgerd te book-dividends,

the Olub ineressed rovaltise to publishers and suthors and wa~

rtment store and book sbore elube.

1
4
1
1

o

The Iiterary Oulld of Amerien, Dnuce

e Literary Guild, which insludes the Junior Idversyvy



o
Oulld, 18 a part of the Meil Urder Department of Doubledey,
Doren, and Company of which Weleen Doubledey 48 president

In answer o & requeat by the writer for data concewning the
polioy of the Iiterary Guild, ¥ile J. SublifP, vicewpreaident
of the ILiterary Guild and hesd of the Mail Owler Depsrimenb

of Doubleday, Dorans and Compeny, suggesbed an avifcle in
Portune Hegasine for Februery, 1986, as glving & rovord of
the Guild for 1086« "That record,™ Milo Js Bubliff sdded,
“has boon auhabentially the same Quping the past thres yoars."
Thus, the information given in thie arblele will Ye considered
sufficiently suthentic for the perded fyom 1985 te 1058, ine
slunive.

Log forbune arbiele eited by Mr. Subliff,
Heloon Doubleday, in 1989, purchased & Tortywnine per senbt
interest in the Iiterayy Oulld and in 1054 the vremsining £Liftyw
one per cenbs The price was $8B80,000.00, which 16 Lelng pald
out of tho Guild!s profits. The menbership of the Guild in
1085 wes almost 100,000« The arbicle states thel ownershin by
Helson Doubleday has meant finencial salvmbion for the Guild
Uaimost insolvent, it became the heneficismry vet oly of the
expert Doubledsy mall order teshnigue, bub slse of the Doublew
day mooounting practice of strongly favoring new enterprines.
The Gulld ended 1056 with the only large profit in ite hiatory--
£200,000 not,"® The primary purpose, then, of the Idterary

City, W;J,ﬁ;# 138, Fobrasryy 1@%, E‘ e
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to be to @ell new books, Iiterary Cuilld pube
seriptlons always have been mold by dlroct meil, by advertise
ing, by & subseription orgenizatim of from forty &o bwoe
hundred salesmen, and through book and department abopes,d

In 1884 the board of Jjudges of the Iitersyy out 14 were
Carl Van Doven, Julis Peterkin, Joseph Wood m%:ahg m@mwm

Guild seoons

Rascoe. "But the Guild,"” says ihe Fortune mrticle, "has long
sinece stopped pretending to offer what the Jjudpes consider the
worthiest t1tle of the month. Judge Van Doveny the highesh-
priced member of the quartet, hes resignedj and while the ovher
three sonbtinue b drav & modest sum a8 Yedibors? eaf’ the mm,

their judieial foeus hws narvowsd from & monthly survey of
world literabure to & more wr less mmmw gyelng of Mr&mx
City literature, espeslially the thres or four somples of L¥
that Nelson (Sls) and Milo Bubliff have chosen Lo %mm."‘“‘ The
sacagine artiels then emiimies to explain that if the mm%law
day books for any month do not inelude an adequate %mmmw,
me is found emong the books of other publishers.

A report of the Literary Oulld selootion for the mon
gent to members in Vings, e free monthly pagnzine, Winpgs hes on

ite front cover & reproduction of a peinbing, & ploturs of some
place or portrait of some person who Flgoves that monbh in the
content of the Oulld's selsotions The content of Wings ineludes

S milo g BublLee vyiterary Gulld Impues Statement Abouk
Rotall Stove Plan,® Publishors! Weakly (fiew York), 18233023,
August ¥, 1957, p. 800«

4 "poubledayy Doran, and Cos,” ﬁwm
Fobruary, 193Gy D 166,

appunine 158,
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geaphic peprosenta-
lon of & pereon or place oonsemed in the month's selectioni
(2) an introduction of the Guild seleotion by one of the Bdiw
torlal Board of the Guildy (8) s biographisal sseount of the
aubthor of the month's selsctlon, agcompanied by & photograph

the account; {4) often au srbicle by the
author glving bis or her reason for having written the boolk,
bograph of the sulbory {5} a repord of
the Junior Literary Gulld Selestions; (8) reports of bodok bar~
gningy (7) several pages of recommended books, most of whieh
are books of other publishers which the Culld bduys through the
poubleday Boock Shopei (8) 1llustrationg deplebing psrsonsg op
plages relating to the month's seclesktion, : | .
The Iiterary Ouild operabes wiih what 18 salled & Pro~
payment Plan, which works in the following mannar, sseording
$o infommmblon given in Wings seversl timee during the perlod
of 1085 bo 1088: a Oulld member may pay In sdvanse $81.,00,
for which he will reseive credit for [B4.00 for purehase of
booksj elght doliars, however, of this $84,00 eredit must be
used for (uild selecbione} a Guild member may pay in advance
$11,00 for walch he will ressive credit for $18.00, of which
84,00 maot be used for Guild books, On all books purdhmsnd
oymont Plan, the Oulld peye the postages A E‘W“

monthe, eccopding to Wings, of April, 1087, "nelther doss it
shange the privilege of purshasing us few as four books within
the years Oulld selscbions wiil bo charged sgainet prepuld mew




b
eounts at the rate of £28,00 sach and ell other books at the
prices advertlsed by the Gulld." During oach yeey, Lhem,
between 1986 and 1938, inglusive, & Iiternry Gulld mesbeor had
to buy four books, of which §4 worth, or bwo books, had to be
Guild selections, Sinsc & wewber had to purchase Pour books
and ginee Lhe average price of boaks not Gulld selcotions was
not lese than 02,00, & Gulld mwzmw had W buy abt lesst J8,00
worts of bools eath yemy.

In July, 1988, the ILiterary Oulld insugurabted s sysbem
of distributing free books, vhich sysbem 1s called bhe

¥Bomu
36 the Gulld hes glven bwo bonug
whos Gurlng Ybe year, haf purshased
eleht books, These olght books might be Oulld selsoblons,
books of ihe ended in

Book Plans? Pach yeer ginge 10

membaris own choles, such as those repom

; or de luxe gols.

The rusher and regpoctive raball prices of the seven
bonue books distridubted by the Idberary Gulld from 1030 bo 1988,
inolusive, were ss followsy thres books for §3.80 onohy one
book for $3.00, ome book for $2,66, wme bodk for §2480, and wne
book for 88,00 Or, the average reball price of bonus books of
the Idterary Culld from 1935 to 1938, inelusive, hes been {8.98.

7o Hoverber, 1086, t111 July, 1987, scoording
the Idterary Guild each month funished en alterate pelention,
P10 sccond book wae of the seme qualiby ae the fivst but of
aiffepent contenb, This plan, aesording to Wings for July, 1987,
wes diseontinued bocause of lask of enthusisem of Gulld membord.,
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L Msbed o book bavgaln or a de
luxe 26, el ther one or both of whieh often were gobte of &
nomber of volumes in Speolal binding mold at prices lowoy then
tho usual retall prises In April, 1938, and August, 1988,

iix d "double seleetlons" oy two books st one price,

rach month during 1936 YWines

Both the Bookeolwthewlonih Club and the Iiterery Gulld
nave been ovitlielged for thelr methodse They ere socused of

subordivating Mbarary morit bo sales valve and of selueting
books whileh wlill be bought by the largest nueber of peuples
One eritie deslares thabt "Judging the Bookenfethe-donth end
the much less subble and iofinitely move blabent Literary
Oulld of Ameriea by thelr ewn publiciiy, 1t bevomes evidondb¥
epael by for selling boolke depends on the suibority
Z Tais eritie deplores the
fact, also, that the dlscuseion of Yowks by the Judges and
thelr resgons for ehoosing & book ave not mede publles "The
oditorlal boapd of the Litersry Gulld,” he adds, "headed by
rly so aubble am that preslided over

of the men who reoumwond the bodks

Carl Ven Dorven 15 not nes
by Dre Canbye {The Dook-of-the-lionth Cluk) The Bookeofwlhiow
Honkh Club evidently siszed w the pregent eeonowle snd eritiocel
slbuatlon in regard Lo Amerlesn bookselling, ercvenged 1te melhe
ods so a8 o btresd on 8e fou boes ns possible nrd went shesd. » «

15 19 quite evident that the Booke~ofwthe-Honth glub wae the

3 Anonymous, "Has Americe 6 Literery Dictatorship,”
mn (Hew gﬂl‘k): 6561198, &ﬁl’i&g 193% .
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yother of the Iiterary Sulld end

of &ll the others,"®

In sywwer to the fovepoing eritlelsm soncerning boulk
selegtlon Henry Seldel Conby veplies, in defense, that some-
wonth Club bas bee

Jad @m of the Bookeoftihge
sormended Liat insbeud of Der
month boeauss it would We *Ffully
to sond it out Bo 40,000 yeaders.? An exemple of cush & book
ke syebolistis stery, & poem, buaubiful bub
cure, an historieal work of great end Involved erudftlom "
e juwires, declared Henyy feidel Oanby, choose for the monbhls
book which ¥hey spwas by vote 1s most llkely Bo
road "with profit and pleeswre® by a lnrge mmber of people,
Arother eritie, Harey Belpeter, decleres theb the Judges
of the Bookeofw-theelionth Olub no lenger ehoose books by an Ln-
ndant of %amw; They are governed, he says, by
tho problem of ehoosing exeh month & book which will he suisable
Lo the largest mumber of their subsaribers, "Absolute valwes,
va Hawry Salpeter, "have been absolubaly ditehed." He adde
. that "pr, Canby in a letter to The Times ssld that the judges
ch e "The Cradle of the Deep! nob for 158 Mborary mopltws
11ttle of whish aquality w cluimod for Lt--but bosmusa they
thousht 1t would be more inteyesting to the bulk of the Olubls

ing chosen g the bool

would be o Yeuls

solaoctlion &he
be

\.

6 miﬁq@ pe 4084

T He 8 Genby, #in Answer o, ‘Has Ameries a Idberary
Dictatorship?® Dookmen, 651646, June, 1987,




15
gubscribers,"S
Both elubs, according to erities, have been of service
te awshors, especlelly to authors whose reputstions had nob
been establishel. Harry Selpeter clted Sylvia Townsend Warer
as one proof of this faeb, Her Iolly Willowes was the firvst
cholee of the Book-ol-the-Honth Clubj her Mr. Fortunels

lazrot wes the second ¢holce of the Iiterary Gullds her third

boolk, The True Heart, made ibs own weys Betber kmown suthoras,

also, have achieved sddibtionel success bhecause of selsebion
of their books by book elubs. In thie cabegory, Harry Salpeter

placed Iswis Mumford, Edwin Arlingbon Robinson,; Wi B. Sesbrook, »

Cs 'y ¥onbague, Rossmon Lebmann, and Elinor Wylle.
Information included in & recent editorfal by Willlsm

Allen Wnite, & mesber of the edltorial board of the Bookw-olw

the~Month Clubs 48 pertinent here. Ws As White stabes xg

One of the pleasant jobs that I had on this brip
in the PFast was to serve on the commitbtee that awards
the Pullitser prizes. Those prlzes sre awsrded this
way: In each dlvision of artiastic activity--gay the
drams, bthe novel, music, history, blography, the press-
a sub-commitbeo reports to the final jury on which I
serve, I had the lusky Joy of vobting "Yes" on "Ihe
Yearling," the novel of the year, an obvious selection.
4 vear ago, ag & member of the Bock-of-the-NMonth awerd-
inp committee, I had helped to pick oubt "The Yearling"
from a number of sonbemporsneous novels of the month.
Tt stood out heevily as the best book of the month, and
week befors Last 1t stood oub olearly as the best novel
of the year.

8 ; Sa: , "B Tubs and Publishers," Outlook
Harry Salpeter, "Book Clubs and Publishers,” O ]
and Independent {Yew Yo;vk), 15136581, April 17, 1929.

_ 9 w, A, White, "Second Installment," Emporis Gazette
(Emparia, K&ﬂ»ﬁ&ﬁ)’ Hay 8 1959} Ps 4
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For & dozen years now on the gward comltbee o
the Book-of-the~Month ¢lub, it haa been my lgck %ﬁ
have my finger in the Iiterary ple of the United
States. The Book-of-the-Month resders have ploked
in advance more then 90 per cent of the best sellers
of & dogen years' literary output., Moreover the
Pulitzer awards in blography and fietlon have eome
s‘;’m@t}m Book~of~the~Month list in seven eases out
o Wy '

Sunmmary

arizing the informabtion glven In the foregoing
pages, one finds the following fasts: (1) The Book-of-the=
Yonth Club, the larger and older of the two olubs, is sn inde~
perdent organization, bub the Literary Guild is part of the
Mail Order Deparitment of Doubleday, Doran, and fompanys (2)
The declared purpose of both the Book~of-the-Month (¢lub and
the Iiterary Guild is to provide new books, (3) Both clubs
¢hoose thelr books-of-the-month on the basls of the book's ap-~
peal to a large number of pecple. (4) The Book~of-the-Month
Club s8%ill advertises that books regarded as probable selechblons
are resd by all members of the sditorial bu@xﬂ',v {The mmmw
Guild in 1935 dlscontinued that polmy;‘)' (5) A.pproximwlg
#10,84 wes the lowest amount to be pai& during any one ‘year‘by
8 member of the Book-of-the-Month @lubj $11, the lowest emount
to be pald as a membershlp fee by 2 Iiterary (uild member, wmush
be prepaid and may cover more then a year?s time, but approxl-
mately &8 worth of books must be bought within & yoar, (6) Both
clubs furnish free monthly megazines reporting books. {(7) Prom
1935 ko 1938 inclusive the Book-of-the-Month Club gave fourbeen
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bok-dividends, with an everege reteil prise of o184 Trom
1030 o 1935 inclusive the Hitersvy Sulld gave seven bomue
books, with an averege reball prige of 20,00 (aﬁ Tho Dotk
of'wbhivelonlh Club offered four "dugl m&@m&m@” auol ﬁmw
from 1930 o 1958 leslusive; the Liverery Gulld offered
"donble sclesbions® dn Aprdl; 1058, snd 4n fugusd, 1098, only.
{3) Trom Hovamber, 19856, ﬁili July, 1937, the Iibevery fhalld
offoped an elbernate seleetlon, [10) Crivles of bobh olubs
glnilar, bub fat the Boolwofw
the-onbh Club L6 the more gonservablve In Llts ammnw -and

gtote that thelr policles are

mope suhble 4in 188 methods .
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CHAFTER IIT
BOOK SELECTIONS

Gontent of the Books: Types of

Iiterature Represented

Both the Book-of-the~Month Qlub and the mtemw Gui"m,
from 1935 to 1938 inelusive, offered ‘a. variety of econtent in
their book Beleetions, In mking & stud:y of the types of
literature represented by booke of both eluba, a ta’bulation.‘ N
snd comparison were made first of only the bcéka designated
each month by each club as 1ts bock selestion for that part,ou-
lar month. For the purpose of this tebulation, the wriber
chose the first-mentioned book of the bwo books of dual selec~
tions of the Bookwofwthemﬁontﬁ‘club, &8 listed in the Nows s |
from 1935 to 1038 inclusive, and the first-mentioned book of
double selestlions and alterﬁat‘e selactions of the Literary
Gulld, as lia‘t&a in Wings, from 1935 to 1958 inelusive, Bookw
dividends, bonus books, and other reﬁemendaa books were nob
included in this compilation, Then, separately, the writer
tabulated the types of literature represented by book-dividends
snd dual selections of the Book-of-the~Month Club and by bonus
books, double seleetions, and alternabe selections of the Lot~
erary Guild. Information regarding the content of books of
both e¢lubs was obtained from the Book-ofwthe-Month ¢lub News,
Wings, and the Book Review Digest, from 1935 to 1938 inclusive.
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Telie I prosents e suwer bypos of Lltereturo

represento. by bodk selectlons of the Dook-olwbhe-Tonth Glub,

w1 1005 to 9307 lnelusive. Thle mumery shovs g doclded
profuroncs for the novel, with blogwphy next in point of
prefovench, Oub of the fopby-elght book seluotlons, bwenty~
thres wore novels and nine were blography. Wext In popuilaxity
o Yleography was historyp selence m& Bbodks of Lravel or ade
vouburs tled for fourth ploces Yo droms wed inolufed 1n thope
mon thly book selsebions. |

Teble IT shows & ginlilar @

weery of types of Mievature
roppesanbol by book seleeblons of the m:w rary Oulld, from
1935 o 1080 irolhuelive.

DR Ty GO0, mﬂim‘hw & ppais
sronae for the novels wilh bwenbypeons m%w ::m e:sf th f@ﬂ:&;@
slaht books. Dlography oo noxt In popalariby. mw.w bonn
chnpoen ben Simes. Books of ﬁwwm or pdventure mm@é ’@ﬁzﬁ,zﬂu
Mobor, prose {epsey or short sbory), and miseellaceous books
rore  fourth end wers el in the wumber of times gelestel.

Ineluded.

- Ho Grom

86/83
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BOCE SELICTLIRE 00 YIR BOOKw ﬂ
FRUM 1935 10 mgmw arggwﬁwmmmﬁ oLom

1%5 |

” 1 2 4 §

¢ g 0 0 0

. 1 ¢ A 1 3

Travel or Ade ~ e o 1

venbture 0 1 1 1 3

Hiseolleneous ] o 3 o 3
Ropd w.ﬁl@ gy el ﬂw novels Wore ﬁ?ffﬂm& s hﬁﬁ}}ﬁ ﬁﬁl@ﬁﬁimﬁ

in 1035, seven in 1936, six iu 1987, four in 1038, The
tobal nusber of novels offered ap ‘%:wk galeablons from 1936
Lo wﬁ@ ,a@m@iw was twenby-thres, Read in ﬁm&w manner
for other Gypos of Mﬁ@m’tﬁwm -

TaBIE 11

coTITTT OF BOOK SEIPCTIONS OF THY LITRRARY mmw PRON
M?% ’m 1@3@ mmm’w

am%«;: ﬂmﬂwm : .‘1@% 3,@% mwy 1088 | Total
Hovel 4 B 7 B 21
Blography 3 b 2 v 10
History 0 ¢ 1 2 3
Dramo 0 0 9 0 0
Selence 0 0 1 i 8
Poatry 1 0 0 D 1
Progot Tasay, | , _

Shordt Stery i b O 1 8
Travel or | ,

Adveonture 1 1 1 1 &
Fhilosorhy o 0 0 1 1
%M&ﬁ@lmmaﬁﬁ 2 0 o 1 B

M a@ 4 table thus: F@m‘ mvaﬁs wars affawﬁ o wm memm
iﬂamaﬁ, %ve in 1038, seven in 1987, five In 1938 The bow
tel mamber of novels offered s book gelogbions from 1085 to
1038 inslusive was twenby~one. Hoead in similer neoner fop

othopr typea of literabure.
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The following tabulation shows the types of litepaturs

reprosented by book-dividends of the Bookeof-the-Month Club,
frort 1985 Yo 1938 lnelusive, with the numbey of timem erch

fype wes offered 88 & book-dividends

Zype of Iiterabure  Fumber of Iimes Offered

Tovel 9
Blogrephy 5
2
Short Stoyy 2
Wiaecellansous -5
Total 14

The following tebulation shows the types of literature
represented by bonus books of the Literary @uilﬁ,'frﬁm 1935 Lo
1930 inclusive, with the number of times each type was offered
as & bonus booky |

Typeg of Literature Number of Times Offered

Hovel
Biography
Postry
History
Short Story
Wigcellanaous

-3 Fa T

Tobal |
e corbinations of book content of dual salaqbigna of
the Bookw-of-the-Month (lub, froam 1935 to 1948 Inclusive, with

the mumber of times offered, were as followsi



T T L

Toval axd novel
Hovel and

histowy
Hovel and solenes
Hovel and esony

Hovel and poetyry

Yovel and Bpanich Idyll
Blography and poelyy
Blography and bl ,m;mg
Fogay and essay
%ﬁ@mz&hﬁ gl
Higtory and mewmdlirs

b &.W

Harrablive nonefistion and
nayrablive non-fiction L

Total 18
The coubimatlons of bodk sentent of double selostlons
of the Idteyary Owild, from 1088 bo 1038 inolusive, with bhe

lmes offered, ware &8 Lollowsy

mamw gnd blogrephy - 3
!%mml gnd miseellancovs %
Total 2
the combinctlons of book conbent of mlbernate selestiong
of the Iiterary Sulld, Trom 1036 to LU36 inolunive, with the
number of times offeved, wers sa followsi - |
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Combination of | ontent
fovel and hiastory

8
1
1
Blography and eketehes 1
Travel and memolrs "
Total 8

A oomperison of the conbent of bookedividends of the
Booke-ol~the«lonth 0lub with eonbent of bonus books of ihe
Iitvorary Gulldy from 1988 to 1958 inolusive, shows the followe
ing facte: The %m@kﬁtzﬁnm&mﬁ& Olub offered blogrephy moal
often, with miscellansous books next, and the novel, dyems, and
short story in thixd plage. The literavy Oulld offered the
novel twles, with one Yook eash of blography, ptetry, mmm
short story, and miscellaneous, The Booliwofwbhe-Nonth ¢lub
gave fourbeen book-dividends while the Literary Gulld gave seven
bonus Dooks « ’

pusl selections of the BooksofethesMonth Club, fpom 1058
bo 1088 inolusive, presented a varieby of book gentent, The

novel was given seven times in conbinations, once with & novel,
the other six times with six different types of literatures
Tach one of the following wes offered twise in cowhinstlon with
enothor type of literaburel vlogpraphy, blsbory, essay, end
postrys Philosophy, selenss, 4 book of bravel; & jﬁpmmh 16vil,
memolre, end narrative non-fisklon, eaeh sppeared onboy
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On the other hend, double saleetions of the Literery
tulld; from 1935 %o 1938 inclusive, offered one easch of the
following types of Uieratures philomephy, blography, novel,
end miscellanoouss The Book-ofs-the-Menth {lub offered sizbeon
dunl selestions while the Iitorary Gulld furnished two double

poelections.

Alternste solestlons of the Literary Gulld, foom 1038
to 1938 Inclusive, showed a predeminsnce of the novel, with
blography and history next in nuwdber of times offersd, with
booke of trevel next. The Book-ufwthe-Honth Club did not give
albermabts golectiong.

%1 ."

Viewing as & whole, theny types of literabure represented
by the sontent of books of the Bookeolwbhoesllonth Club snd the
Idternry Oulld, from 1936 to 1088 invlusive, one finds the folw
lowing faocts: In thelr book selostlons For the monthy the two
olubs showed & similar trend, giving prosedence %o the movel,
with blography next in muber of Yimes offersds Hlshory, bravel
or adventure, and selense wore next in favors In book-dividends
and bonus books, however, the opder was reverssd) %&iﬁx Boolgeof
she-Yonth Club offere: blogrephy most ofben, while the Literary
fulld showed a #light preference for the novels, The book aonm
tont of dunl selootions of the Boskw-of«the<Month Club furnished
groater varieby then alé the anm M‘ ﬂmm ammmm ma
slternate seleotions of ﬁha mmmry wm*
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Critical Egbtimate of Book 8elootions

To galn a criticel estimste of book seleetions of the
Book-of-the-Honth Club and the mémw 6114 from 1935 bo
1938 inclusive, the writer selected st random four book le-
tions of each club for each year, choosing those types of
l1terature which representod the Iargas’e mumber of book Bow
Zt.@mimﬁy The four btypes of 3.1‘wmtum repyesinting *bha
largest number of selections’ o,if the 'Bmkuozt’mtm-fmmth Olub,
from 1935 to 1958 inclusive, wers, in the omder of thely fre-
guency proceeding from the greateat txmbax* &m:;::. (1) ﬁo%l, h
(2) viography, (3) history, (4) selence, or or (4) travel and ade
venburs. Thus, for 1985, the rzmwnﬁ of 'baak. wlec.mmxa of
the Rook-of-the-Month Club chosen for ariticism were (1) nawl s
(2) biogrephy, (3) history, snd (4) selence. The four types
of literature of book selections of the .m'bamry trul1d chosen
for 1935 and selected in the same manner were {1} novel, (2)
blographys (3) travel and adveuture, and (4) en anthology of

prose. The first book of each Lype listed In the Bomk»»@fwmeu
Honth Club News and Wings wes the one chosen; as the firat

novel listed, the First biography, an& g0 one The same Pro=

cedurs was followed for all years from 1935 to mw inelusives
After the book seleetions were chosen for Comparison,

four reviews of each book were selected at random Prom the

Book Review Digest. These reviews gave favorable, unfavorable,

and non-cormitbtel estimates, The sign, plus, precedlng & F
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viow in Uhe Duck Review Digest indicates a favorable cowmment

minus Ludicates en wfevoreble comment; plus minus indicates
& roview wﬁ@z both favorsble end wnfaworable comment, with
tie favoravle predominating; minus plus indicates a review
wltli Loth favorebls and unfavoreable comment, with the wmfavors
aeble predominatinge If the review is not preceded by sny mark,
1ts estimate lg non-commiibal, and it usually discusses merely
the nebure of the esontent rather then i’ba: merltay ,
Table III gives data concerning the eritical estimmbes
of sizteen book selecilons of the Book-of-the-Month Glub, from
1935 to 1938 inclusive. | ' 'h, | |
Table IV gives data congerning the cribtisal %Em‘mﬂ
of sizbeen book selectione of the ILitersry Guild, from 1985 to

1930 inclusive.

A canperison of these tebles shows that the Book Review
Digest, Ifrom 1835 to 1938 incluslve, gave 162 reviews of the
sixboen Book-of-thejionth Club seleebions end 126 reviews of
the sixbeen Iiterary Guild selectlons, Approximstely flve-
eighths of the reviews of selestions of the Book~of-the~Month
Glub were marked plus, while approximately one-helf of the re-
views of the ILiberary Guild selsetions were marked pluse Ap-
proximately one-fifth of the reviews of both clubs were marked
plus minus., One review of the 3@0%03?%&%3&9:1&11 0lub aeleg-
tions was marked minus, while fifteen reviews of Literary Gudld

scloctions were marked minus. These figures indieate that fop

these thlrby-two books, veviews in the Book Review Digest show
s somewhat mope favoreble report for the content of book sslec-
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TABIE IV

IATE OF IITERARY GUIID SELBOTIONS
1985 7O 1088, INCIUSTVE w

ks

{ Pane 4 Wl
s Mlous -Plos

-

o
Pt

Minus | warked

ol History i
Youdoo Plye in Heltl
Arthology of world
Proge
The Sound Wagon
Iafoyetteos o Iife 1
Jowrnal of Tour to
Hebrides
Street of the Maohe
ing Cab
Before I Fopged
Tale of nall ‘
Dancer lo ¥y Wﬁn&%ﬁ
gonguercy of the Seas

% 8

2

]

‘3 MEOHEBBOO M 00 oW

}ﬁ. HOMOQMOOM OO NSO O

clooccoocons oo soo co®
Bioooooroe 0O mdme SO

IBlisurpone BNO OMD a0

0
10
3
12
2
B
11
5
4
7
¢
125

Tho Suwerdng U | i R
Total ' ,; j

nesd table thusy There are seven reviews of Pumpkin Oosehs
Tone of Lhose yevi ; riked plus) theoe are marked plus
pluss one is marked minus) one 18

minuemg Len are m : y
not marited, Dend in similey wmeoper fop obher DOGE.




A
tiong of the Book-ofthe=Nonth Olub than for What of book
gslocilions of the lterary gulld,

ook Selastions

plling data concepning the formuk of tho book
seloctlions of the Dode-ofetho-Honth olnb and the M'?ﬁmw
Gulld LOrom 1038 %o 1938 ineluslve, the wylber ammm the
thirty=-two wideh had been chosen Lo ariblenl M@M%, Bhe
used her owm Judgment and berminolegy regerding the types of "
bindinr, the grade of paper, and the size of prints This epble
mate, therelore, cany

w0t be considered selenbifically sorrest,
bu o 1t should be falrly sseurate. Mo Inforstbion by whieh to
prowe foobs repemiln

g binding, papers end prink, wos available.
Tha books exanmined sre the property of the Ymporia 0lty Idbrary
POTLE »

ghers College of B
sarding rhe sima, Dindlng,
papeyr, and type of sixboen book peleghions of the %w%%?w%ﬁ
Yonth Olun, Prom 1985 o 1038 1&@5&%&% " «

Pable VI gives informatic goncarning the slse, M&ﬁmm
papor, ad btype of slixteen book wmammm of the Literary
gulld, fyrom 1938 to 1088 inclusive.

A comparlson of these tables shows a mvked simtlaridy in
sae Tormed of book melssblons of the two olubss
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parpogel Lo mell as meny new books as possl-
bles Doih clubs have coneeded thab ab tlmen. Hternry
merit hep boen sserificed for miwwmm« Buch an
objective, in the writer's opinion, 1s nob altegebher
valid, Inasmuch as both elubs exist bo provide the
public with literature, that litereture, sven though
new, should be of wiformly high standard,
Although the plans of oporsbtion of the two elubs are

do nob show sny marked diffowencos,
1986 to 1938 inelusive khe same types of M%amw
egented in book selestions of both
e-tionth Olub, howeyer, surpassed

the Iiterary Ouild in yusber of bods«dividends and In

mber of md eonbenb-variely of Aual solopblonge

The petall pries of books glven an book-dividends by
hewlionth Olub was higher than wes the

poball price of books glven 8y vonue books by the
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mmm Gullds The Bodlt-of-the~Lonth Ui also

more wlformly sonsistent polioy with
Gusl selestions” than aid the Litevawy

gard o "dowble geloetlons® and Yalw
swnate soleetions,” %he Boolkeof«the-Nonth Club

I four "ausl seloctions” emch yoar from
1950 bo 1908 Ineclusive. On the other hand the
Literary Gulld offered "double sulestions in
April, 1808, and in hugust, 1088, enly. The plan
of presenting "alternate selestions® wee trled by
the Idterary (ulld from November, ‘w%; BLit Mm
1057, and then sbandoneds
sem, 4n the Book Review Digest,

to 1038 inelusive, of bookegontent of sm%ma |
ranfion selvetions fron the offerings of each slub
more favoreble poport of Bouk
selogtions of the Book-pf-the~ionth Club then of
book seleotlons of the LAtersry Guild,
The formab of Dook solections of hoth oluba . seoms
to be of mch the seme grade, Both appsar to the
writer to be of medivm Quality.
Consldering, then, all of the fovegolng information
eoncerning the Bock-ofethe-Honth Club and the herery
cutld o America, Incorporated, dhe wylter belleves
that tho balence is somewiwt in favor of the Dodkeofw
$ho Month Olub, Perbaps enother person, pub Jenting
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maberial o serubiny, mioht somoeivably
roach & different conolusion, The wriber, howe

over,; has tried Lo make, as nesrly ag posaible,

an objestive presentetion of the output of the two

ne pome

clubs and b0 svold any personsl biss,

o S
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