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AJ tu u thtl m~.,. •••• no •t.tlal' etu«1 •• bttljn 

-.de w1th HPJ'd. to the Bodl"·of .... ~Konth Club and tbt 

UtenJ"J' OU!ll ot A:amn.~ .• , %11;®11l0nteth 

!he~· ot tb1a ~ail 1a to eape..re the Boolt•ttf• 

idle .... mth Club ~ the . Utear:r Guild, . tJ*Oil 1935 'o l.fSS 1tt~ 

olua1n1 b. the tollm.ng r·eaJ>40Ul (11 pnuta and a1iveJ 

(I) tiPd of Utest\tftt npnstmi:..S. in book lel~luttiorutJ. (I) 

cr1tteal ea1d.•k of tcm'i.:uat ot 'book aelecsuton~J (4) tc~1•t 

~ 'book ••~tiona. 

!be mM~r 'td.abee 'lo prHentt, &8 nta!'ly alii poletb'le; an 

objeetive p!ltu're ot the ou.tpttt ot the two otopn1~tat1on•~ At 

all tllutl ame lu\1 tttled to avof.4 PJtbinS like penr..m.al lU .. al• 

To aid hex- Sa ~•thins eontlW~!ona, bhe wri'•r Pk&CI!l 

the BGOk ... ot-~·•ontn Club am th• uur:a!'f Gu114 fof;t lnto1"'lla""' 

tion regarding tl:ud.r po11ciet.. th$ Book•cf•tht~loll1th Olttb 

sent to the 1ft'1tw ad.Yfu.owt1m:!ng •tel'tal pY!.ng bto:rmatlon 

about t'bat elub•e act1'flt1•J the tAt~ OulU t:ttld •n ar­
ttele 1n zgrtup .. f.. !!!!S!,tm. toJt 4ata oonctuJ•nlnl thl$ aett v:l.ti.tllla 

of tb.e olul'.iit In add1 tim to • abudy ot thil aterlal.,, \b.$ 



wri:t_,. .r-·Md aU 8Ml&bh an1o.t.a ta M!*a.f.u.s I'G&•I41ag 

the two etluba ADd all ~eN ot ~ 19-:?.~~!?b•::rl~]{l!!\ §.~JA\1· 

~ and 111:e&~ boa 1935 ~ 1938 inolualv•, ~Yom 1nto.alion 

~aw in the .~!!!, .U4 ,., ehe oomptl.C Ut~tl of book 

••l•ot1ona tof.i "* t-1\t'ta f'rom. »H ~o itli 1nel.\UJ1vt a8l ._. 

at. ~-· BU\ea 'boolc fltl•tt.lm:tl ot •aoh 1~1'>1 'f'G"8A1d.q. 

tOtt.r dittft'ea\ '~ ot Uteafl ... , .Pol' tUlth "Of tlhMe tnl"J*'· 

two bc:uicl• at. aele•t.d Smpanall,- teu• Jt•Yins t~ t.b• 1~15 

!eJ:..i~'r! mattJ!t troa 1915 w 1918 iae1ui.v•~ IU1i by .... ot 
the•• JteY1._ lll&tl• a ..... ~ •• cf trihiall estlalot •t ~ 

eoleo,ioal et ibhe two e1umoa. ~ ahe ••a•u:te4 eob b0ok anA 

examined ••• w1 'bb "'*'" 'o bll\41»1• P'P$•• and p~h1. b 

&nalJ$18 ~Wid O~!Mm. BM .-., t.lltt1 of \MH .• 41Yi4~-

bolmiiS 'Moa, 4\ull ec.:J.eetiou, 6ool• a.l•ott..e, and el'l•~'b• 

aeleat1ona, ~ 1138 to 1938 il*luatve, 

!he to11Jm:tns tour<ud f>t 4ati& tumlshed ab•1'1·Cll to11 

thia atudrt (1) adventatns uiex-1•1 ot 1thtl Book•O:f•the•Mc.nd~h 

Club J (2) !St!l!!• 1!1!!1~.!, Pebwey, 19161 (') lt~PL~!&£..,. 

J&onth Club 1!!!1 hoa 1985 to 1981 !:neJ:wd.Y41J (4) !I:PI!h f»oa 
• t • ..... ~ 

1955 ~o Ul58 1nelua1 ftJ ( 5) l.22k ~~:f~IJ! 111&~, t~ lf!& w 
19$8 inelusivet (6) art;tel.a :tn a~av.-.1 Pflll"i~to&liJ (7) ttx• 

teen book •el.Htiont ot the BQok•ot..-tb•Jfe'n'h Club, fl'mt 198& 



I 

to 1918 1nolua1YaJ {S) •1at•n 'book tu~lt!Ultl<)n.t Qt th4.i Ltiutoran 

OU114• t~ li58 to ltM in.elwrtw. 

A •bla•lflo:td.C'lQ" b tbM oC~btutd.on ot 1ft boou or 

iab.• Bo~f-~1fb Club 11"1«m tfll! ish• ,.~...,. ~~ -. .• 

A -~)A IUtleeid.•• 11 b ~!.Ui'Ji_.. ct 1lWb booldf. 

of tt. U'ieftU'7' Gut'Wt &1•• t• •• ;u:1.•• ot on•• 

A •ew.e:rt~" ad a ~-· -.· tlht ,...,. !li*er 
tem "t•• uo mo Who l".uUJ :tu.UlllM the M4etut~ ,,qm~tta 

toP ~-~p b.. •lalb· 
-.tacell.aneoua• Hfe" to thG oonta:tt of a book Wbleh 

oa:nnot be 1nolud.e4 tu:ldC' I.Df d.ef1n1'• ll&IHJ1titat1on, trl\1&11y 

• ifud.aoelk:Mous• bode 1a a tOilbinattoa of et.-n•a of wrloua 

'b'J"PU ol 11 tQa~ • 



Thl• dlapt.ep will 4-.1 with 1h• gfltM!~a1a ot the !krl~k-ot• 

tbe-iioa.tb. 01\lb ard Wile UHRJ7 Gutll o:r ~-.. b.\Cl.,, ~irtd 

11111 «l'k lD!'oftllltifle nSUUac lath elubl- t .. 1t81 'o JliS 

inclual-.e, on ._ fol1Mf4rag .-rd.an (1) t4l~•~lal pol10J, 

(9) •1••• (:5) nqtd~nta to,. -.b~p, (4) fMe •~~Altuttll 1 
(8) ~ ~. ana (&) dual w ~ble ••l~•'t~, O:f1tlttlm8 

e.g both •1•, &lao~ 1till bl at••· 

The lkKt:~f-~lmdl» tlu' waa wp.ala•tt b1 1H6 ··\YJ 

k197 De'be,_., wttb the JUJ1ftlt of fUll.Urll•aew beokl 1rJ Mil• 

Aceo~ tc a.mteit A• ~~~~1 b Gl\'lb1 fd.lh a tn lld.n• U• 

eeptttona, ••"'•• an 1a •• nat _, t:tatl 11l 414 ~ 1~ _. 

O~lUlld• !be 'bl.aie adYmidng ~toW &M :bbt Jl141$1 alae AM 

the •••• to-daJ thO Ol\ib baa ••r aoo,ooo ..:btn·•. 
!laeh ~mith pUb:U.Ih.eN ~ t ·to .._ J~k-ot•tbt•flon~ 

Club books ~·m by thea ~ be 'Japortht •w 'boos. A 

~pe~ Whieb t1':wi ette pfti&UHI tl'e ,.,_ lo·O~ot•tb.-W.n.tb. 

Club llatl ~ ot elpttr--1• aUk -l181WiWt tbt MOD au!b­

Bit~etl 'b7 the Olub ue re&fl 't1 a tn'f.UihV (Z)f ontitll·.t ttaeett:ae• 



by -.. ll&n'f u niafh•" !took¥ 1'-trPOnM • favorably by tbHe 

eritlcs tU''e rM4 by e&Gh ~•~' ot \hi :1'41\rmf.al Board, Golt~ 

posed ot B~fMl ~~ l)()Mh'f knfl•'ld., 0~1~t~phe~t Ho~l.-1'1 
flil~ All.Dn 'lhlt., ad E:tm.r.rle:ldel Can\)y1 eba:t~. & 

Portt1Sft M:Yl~ ~-~~ tompotUII'! of !h, 1. Wella, Anelb'a 

Dvo:ll~r ~ .._, ·aM 11pJ.<t tJMa•'t aettn1 t:a oalv •~ a4-

vl•or:r oap&~~'b'y, w~-.. 14ttma1 It~ cono~1 als­

ntf'ioant .., ._ .r tbcd.~ •qpeeti!fe •~•n••• 

On~• a aontsb t:tda Jf!l1,ort&l JGar4 mntu1.1 At•ou•••. pX~o• 

poeetl booJU, uct blf a ajori.t1 wte 1e1eoial th~t boek ter that 

month. C~• twegotns aat~nt •• tu.m troa A lr.t.~"'.t.'D!. 
f.rom !291!-ot~~~- ~~~ .mieb 1e tuJ.v•rt1s1q mate~!Jal• 

and la b oaly &etiaite atat-..n.t aftlla'bl9 to the m tsr on 

~bi• pba.ltt ot 1me Cl\lb•a ,cUe,-.) htolfe the t:eleotd be·~· 1.11 

p\lbltabed, a r~ of it t.a twt to aub&o:l'ib«n:•s; !.n the!~~~ 

9#~~~!1[~!1! 21*.1•1!• a ~ •ath11 Mpaf.n•• fhi :trt~t 
eonr paae or tho I!!! oonU!nt «aWinl* e ptetur•a ot peR()nl 

or ~taonea M1at1»a tot~ bCM~Jk•of•th••men~b ad alao a .-~nt 

ccnaemiq the aontb •• 1e1otd.cm. Wt th1D tiba •at.atn" 11 a 

%'$pol"'t ot tile book Gll4 a \ri.o~pbieal •k~••• tt 'bb.e $'tt'bhor.- ••· 

e~ted bJ p}w~lft~ of the au.tb.Ol'a ot both fill'.te tketeb tm.4 

th• book, at¥1 ott• ~'1 a tbl.wlq c~, pte'~ pawd.uma tktl· '~me 

••leeted book lblhtlto flae ~t.n4•~ •t tll$ 1•1.! la ttftted t~ 

acawnta ot ethel' l$ookal MtOIIlllendM fQF the aon\t.\t 'lb.ea• rt• 

porta dlre 1rxr!t&t.n b7 tM '*j:'t14S$1 and othw 11t«wary ~tto,s 

chOilen b'Y the olub•" 



t 

A.f't~ a pe~l •t ~ lttJ!~~~~A!:b!Jl! Jl!lti!Xf..t a 
subeor:lbot' •:r ebooae lt1 th~ tbt -.~ \lo;ok-.ot'•thl•mott.th, 

anotbe~ book M._..MM, tl!' none at$ all~• Althou;h .a •••l' 
of the. Bock-of·tbe~lloath Club ie -~ ~•q.uln4 to 'bak~ a book 

~;~very aor1-... be lrt1l'b,. •o NM:tll kk .-benbtp, ke•'P at leeu!lt 

to~ boon d.~n1 ·.e iwlw ~*' of lld.l ••btrthlP• Jt&b• 

mcrr!be:re P*'1 no tls;.:l ,.al'ly auunbJ tMJ p&'f tf:jJ* ~~- pu~ 

plwa polbalflt ~Ning tc I!Ult.Ye"ilina ate:t-1a). 

1:cy' ·11bt Book•of•'i~•IOI!lih C1e1 tbAII (!Jl:ub MYW ~ 

i t• •liD•N Jlo!*e than. thr• d.$llaN for any bofl& ... of .... 

tbe-montli or ltJr DJ d'tlS.l tel•otio~ 

Th.& ot books-ot·ii~$h\h tf't'M ~ to l.i':SS 

lr..cl.tla1ve and the1:- l'ttp••"-" ~lc.u••Ji •• ~t.o. bf th• Bc;Ok• 

ot-~-flon.\11 Cl't:t.b laJ t&r! thoae yttl.l'l 11 fol.laJ (~l ••1..,.. 

tlons we" •~tetl 61 Rt 'book •. ) 

~.ltl!dl 
10 

11 

2)5 

tett 

fo.,_ 

n•· 

ld!! 
ta.ao alb. 

•• ,s .... 
lrtOO Dll! 

~- tcbt ·~· , ..... ct w.a~t-tbe......onth froa 1911 

to 19~9 1no~1v• _. ts.ttl+, ltnet ,fMn' )D~kl auaib ~· ~ 

d~ng a ~ .... elu• b av•Na- Jft.ta •t llotke •~• .._ 

the book•of,..1$lle~th. llt-1 I'Klt 'Dee ~·•• 'ball tbe aw~• ,.,.~., 

of the book-of..-th•~Ub., a atulaGeribeM' tw.• lld to .P&f app~""" 



81Y(31 tshOWI tbail ·lll)aeb ,oa~ 'bile Club ~~ ~V1dtd t~ li~1 

selection~ .. !be aa'ber: ot ttBl aeleot1ou .md ~t.r ,_..~spea ... 

ttve price•• u ~k4 ln. at JP~:.N-:·~•.:•.ma !U:P.!t !"''--' 
~ W&a to lt~S t.lu1ft1 tollowt 

ll'l!t!R 2! ~ !•ltet~.cn! ~~~ 

' to• ts.eo Hl'b. 

I ttJtr •• 71 aoh 

' torr ·3·00 ueh 

ttMt &Ve~s• pr!e,e t~ ch.ml. sel•o'tOM ·~ ts*'M+t· 
Anot't:t.&t" po lle-y ot the Cl,J.b 1j$ to s1 vt tr" 'btto'k~ 11 oalled 

"book-L!1"ri.der:dll,,. 1kl aSJbe%11 '"pen ee"&i~. ~1t1orut ~ ~­

~,ltUIEh PrtoJr tc t'J\m.a• ~~ i;hret book~l-rlddt & 7!1Nl:tt Wfltt& 

d1etr~.'butod on the tollO'Wlng eo~itlf)U;~ if- in tbl prtAYiotu~ 

~tt:rbl, a ~r bad ~f# •ne cr mo~e b(')ODJ 1! 1n 

por1o4 'be hl4 'b~'i 11~ lr1ookl, ml••• he a1re•d1 bad. """' 

eel?M 1rwc> book..U.Vidltm41J 1f 'ke bad b .. t: fev o:r tt.w 'bHka1 

unleas he &~7 bad reoetvtd tne boc1c~tdli$M 'fi~ bt 

tbleJ lf a new fnlib.a~ber, wht.i 11 ~· ._ t.a btJen a tUbiUU:tl'bel" 

abc aontlba or leis, hf.4 ~~-no bo*' a1eta ·ht abttd.f 

Md ,...ee11'1lKt ~ book-41Yided• 

In ~·• 161881 the Club put 1nto t:ff11t a uw 41',1et:ea 

with re:prd to book..tllridendah. 'ly ~~i 11$W p•:U.~J thfJ (flub flb'i'ill! 

tatnod tho ri&;ht to publillh the b~~f.,itiht:.onth tn l~U'I~ 

q'fl8.nt1 ties • A portion ot lb,$ coat ot pub11sbf.ng m.afed 1n t'hll 

we:y la put 1nto a book-41Yidt~nd ftm4• ~'f two montae., with 

tb!ts tul'.d, th& club Gc):lt;rao'tJI for blut •ntt;re ec!3:b1on of etftt: 



book., ~~ book ~- 1t 4.tlt.l'ilNW &I a b:ook-<ttvlttmd. i$ 

a~N co bt.ft ~Ed b"' })c01--0I•itte4<m.lib•· taaae m 
boou•of•·tbt4Ciltal, wbieh .U1ilt ttle to a book-~.Uv:t4end1 :ua•d. 

not bo bouaht in eouhutlye aath&• Boolt•4tV14t.da, bown•u-.,. 

are a•r4fAI ~ tof! ~~ ot tu,at•of•the•mnth.J oonl.­

~nsly, t.I'QJ ~ 1, liei,. Ollt iht ltG~f•,be4ontb. Cl® 

ct181Jrl.b\lt44 11& w~914cm.4t b •1•• Mn~t liM·· 

Pol!- .... J'OI.N lUI to 19M bt.llMfl't'e_, t.t~lq \o 'bht 

x.- fffll thoae .,.aN, thu lotk•Ot•the-1'01:1'*' Clu\l clle"il'ibU.t.cl 

t~•• 'bodi.....U.n4fMCb • !he m.1ilbf4' t~f tlb.•a• bo*' aa« -•:171 
ft8PM.1Y6 !IH)$a11 prlee follWI 

1 

t 

1 

1 

6 

1 

fq 

1'81-

t• 

t•• ,. 
tor 

;1!.~1!1.~1 17!!~ 

••·eo ••• 
lcttO••• 

4t00' ••• 

•.• 78 -­

•.•• o -­
'f·OO· u•h 

!l"N& tbl:t ave,..e Pt"-il tittt of~ booli-41'Y14onda et 
tb• ao•-ot·~~- Cll\\b tPOa lUI t»e ~e lntluaivt ftl $4-.a+ • 

Desid.d ~ isU po.11t'1 ft.til MPN to 'bookj,;,clt"d-4•~• 

ime Olu'b 1~•• ".,._1~·•• io p1tJUe.va ancl w111w1 N •• 

tabUahed ••x,•n•••• eten •nd: book ttlon •lubt• 



Qutld, 1s • palil or tb.$ 11a11 ON-.. »epar--t: at ~b1Ma:t, 

Dors.n, and ~,. ot W'b.l.eh 'kleon lla\\bl•r f.$ pl"«»llt~•nfht 

In -~-· t1c a ~-- by h mt••· to't' &Ita 101111~8 tb.• 
policy ot 1;he Ut~ OutW, 1110 I• ht1!tt1 Ylo••pre~d.Jlan~ 

ot tbe Ltt~ Q,ul.Ul awl hM4 ot bhe lail o••·l>e~t.atl 

of Do\<tblc4a:r, Dona, t.ta«. -~,. ..... ,.14. antele b 

l!!ti!! PMJ&M ,_,. ra~, ltle, u clvtr..s a ••eo,. ot 

tlle Ou114 :tor lNit "~t r-.5,• *le 3• 11lt/b11tt ua.a, 
•baa b~a ~~-id.all7 t$ht U\m.e :C.Ubc tb.t pas' '1b.r11• ..,.4\N···" 
ThtuJ, the 1at~ilon a:tvel.l'! tl:dt a.ftiGh w111 he tOR.Il4aH4 

8\ltfi eltm.tlJ' autbeW.e to.J- 'ru. p•104 fN1I J.HI to 1918, fA• 

cluas.w. 

A.o~ to~ l!~ aw\tala olW 'bf ll:'tt k'litt, 

JJolaca Dot&'DW.,, ta bit; ,....__. a fo~ltlte »• oeni 

1nt.He\ ill tM Ll~ ·ow.w IJlfl t.a ltH lltt ~Mtll tl~ 

one per eeeth fbi~··-.. taoo,ooo.oo, \1bllh t• b•ltlil ,_.,, 

out o:t 'h• Qulldta ~n.ta, l'b.e • .-.Nl'd, f)f ~~ O'Ut.l<l la 

1935 ._.. .. ,..., JOO,ooo. b antth ·''-'"' ~bat. o•••a.htp b7 

'll elacm Doublec'la'J hal -~ t1'Nm.OU.1 Mlftttoa l0'¥1 UM lld.Ut 

•Alaoat tuolvems, t.tt ,.,_. 'bn b·••.tt.tltaT •' on1r of tllo 

.-xperi l>Ou'b1Ma7 all OMW t~~-~ """ allo t:f 'iM Dftblt• 

da7 1!11000\mtbls ~~·· •t ., ... ,,, ftft~ aft .,.,.1•••· 
The Guild en4td 1955 witJh b tnb' ~~·• profit !.n 111. bia~o:t*l-

tooo»ooo n•t·•• !he ~7 pupoae., tua,, et t;he UMH\tl'f 



10 

Otrl.Ul ~Je$filll to be to I ell new 'bookth!. U t•N-:1!7 OU!ld. wb­

sw:tptiona a1Wtt')'IJ have bflen. •old by d1~E)o,t l'M11, by d.vtrtl&w 

1ng .. by a aubaor1pt1on organ!z•t1on of from fottt7 to t1fo"" 

bund~ ft 1.&111.«1, and through book &n4 dtp&tJtment S'bONfl •' 

!n 19M the board or judge& of tb$ Ut~U1l'X'Y Guil.<l ller~ 

Oat'l Van DoNn, Julia Peterkin, Jostph WoOd K.Ntth. M-4 B~on 

'Rascoe. •:aut the Guild,« ft741 the J'O:ttt\Ul:e an1cfll!} 41 ''*bas long 

a!nee etopPf!d pH tending to ortel'* ..nat the judges eont1t'lf.l)l!l the 

woJ'Ithieat t.i tl.e ot the month. lutlge Van DOren, the blpe1t .... · 

pJlllloed ~w ot tbt9 quartet, baa rttaisnGdJ and 'Wblle the otiher 

three ooot1n'® to draw a modtJst sum e.a tecU.tox-a• ott th• Gutlf., 

the! r judi o.tal .foeu.- bas narrow${! ~m a monthly aune7 t:>t 

'WO~ld UteJ'I.tur'E:J to a more ~ l•• ~~tQey' eytd.ns of: Oa~$11 

City 11 teMt~ 1 e.apec1ally the tm.a o~ fotlt' aGtmpl~• ot itt 

that thtllc:m (Sit) and JU.lo sutllft have chosen te;~ tm••"' The 

.agasS.ne -.r'b1ele th«l omUmltll to explal~ that 1t 'bhe Doublellill< 

da.'!'f book~ :to~ any aontb. do not tnclude au t.dt~.t• 1fetuttU.a,:e,"* 

Ok\G ill fOttnd lmQD6 the bookS Of oth&tJ: publlsh•rt• 

A t1)port ot the l1L tera:t7 autld atelectict.t f<>Jll tb.• ~Ub la 

eMt to .-bera~ 1n ~~S! t a free monthlJ •Sfud.n•• !!~!\14 bile on 

ita front ooYe!' a repl\'Oduotion of a palnttne:, a pic~& O<t somtt~· 

pblee or poriim1t of JJOm& pe:vmon who f1tr.urea tba'G mon1)b 1n th• 

content of' the Guildte leleetton. · !be content of W1qa iniiill\U!lo$ . 

Z ittlo J. Sutlitt. 0U.te:ra~ Guild l11UIUIII 8'h.ta11ent AbtMl.b 
Retail Sto~ Plan," ~~}.J.~l;f.e~! 'tffJ,9,k.~:t, (H•1r toridt 1321SfUl_.3, 
August ?, 19371 P• 3 * 

4 "Dou:blooay• D~, and Oo,»" .!,or.~! ~~8!;~~~ 15d~, 
Pebrue.ry~ 193G1 p~ 166. 
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(1) a f"rontd.aplN• e!oh WN~.llf 11. I. phOtoCKJhlt ~J!f&Sftttl• 

ttlon ot & »t•• or pla.h o~mtd t.n ~~ ~thta e~le.et1or1J 

(B) an 1u~t1~ ot the GullA ••l•et1on b;r ~e oz the :e'AU.• 

*or.lal BObtd ot tho OUiUlJ (I) a bto.snpbieal aoount cf. the 

author ot ta.. aontb.Ja ae1futi:.10111. atc~~t• 'by a p'bcft~ 

r4 tbe Wl."'i ~ ot ~ &eeoWltJ (') ofttn an Pillele by tll.' 

author Si v·~g bit or u~ HU,on tw- hlt.vlq Jl)ltltt•n th• bQOk:J 

~ted. 'b7 a J)b.o~pb of the autb~J (5) a .npoJtti ot 

''b• Junior u~ Gu114 Sele.ttlm.aa (e) ftJO:tt\1 :at boa ~.,HI 

p.in• J (7) •. ..,..J'I!lJ. Pas•• of H~n4&4 ll~•u1 a8l'b ot ·stu. 
are boob ot o.,.e2'- publ.UlleW~ wbiob tn. Guild~ thro~ 'he 

Doubl.ettay Book lbo,a J (a) 11lwtt8 t1 one deple>t'iifli per1on1 0).'1 

plaoel Nla\ll:ll to the ~**• ••l,..ten., 

!he Utewu.7 G\d.ld .,_,.t•• dth lfh&ti 1• ealW • P~ 

Jf'7Mebt Plaa1 Wbioh \f\OrU b th~ tollod.nt; ---~~ AtOOMtns 

to tnto-.t1on Si'ID u 181.1·W•al t~a tw.-1•1 \hll t•»loi 
of 1951 to ltMt a. 011114 •utuut •v , .. ., !B &4YU.ee $1l. .• oo. 
tor whtflb he 11111 r•eeS.ife •~ t toa- ;JN.oo tv pw:tthl.e• t!;)f 

ttooaJ e18bt ttoll.ar'lh hoWe,._, ot th11 tM.oo ,.-rf1141t MUa~ ~ 

u•d Zo• 0\dld 111AettoDJ J a Chd.ld ~•~" •1 PJ in ad:ft.ne• 

ttt.oo t~ 11htoh h.• wlll ••eeift ~dl\ I¢»!' $).1,,00, ot elotJ. 
t4.oo awt • U1JI4 toll 1\d.lt bottkt,,. On all bGoU put:lb&IH 

Wider the JTGpa_.,.t Plant tbA· hilil paJJ tl-ht pottage . ., A P-''""' 

pa,.ent d(J•• not ba"f't to be \Sed \d.t;b1a Nl7 tpnltie .... .- ot 
aenthS • acul~ding to J!IS!t of AJ~.t 1.~ 1017., "nei tho~ de~tl t t 

~t: the prtvtl•s.• or ~eing aa fn a1 four· book• wt.ttda 

~.... M!o Guild tu1~t.o\iont 11111 b• oha~~~~ t.pS.:net: PHJ*l4! A\.$• WU'Q ,. ••• 
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0om1te at the ftte of t&.OO .alb. btl all Otht':t:t 'bookl at tine 

prl.ces a.dY~iled by 'bbe <hl11.d.ft ~'1:'18 ae 'fMI', tbm49 

'bet'w$$!1 1981 e.rd ltlat 1ru~1U1Tt1 a U.tt~ fu114 ~~~r 'hU 

to buy tcur book~, ot Whieh t4 ftnlt~: ~lit M boo:kl~ bad '()J be 

Gldl4 aeleet10ftf!l, tU.aoe a .-•• hl.4 t.o ~~· f<t~ boeltiJ 

a1nee the &W"C• pri •• ot bodal not Gull4 aelttte\t.one •• 

le:ae tbAu:\ tt-oo, a tkd14 ~ba:r bAd to bu1 a\ 1utt tt.oo 
t'.fOl!'!l'&fl of boou •flh y••• 

In :tuly, ltfS~5, t.bo Lit•~ Otd.ltt t•••t~« a .,..\t,~m 

o:r Matribu.tittg trM boftl1 'dlieb &JSt• 1a ~alloo bh.t *'Btm,_ 

l3ook .• Bach ,--:r a1Ufl .DU tbt <htil4 his g1V&n t'ltO tKlnu.tt 

boOks to ~ Ou114 .-beJt wbo1 ~'nl 111• 7&&~1 htta ~hae«Kt 

ei~t boolal. !b..-e e1gbt 'OOou -~ bt h'!Ul ae1~otltOtta, 

boca ot b -.~l"ta o• ebo1ee,. in~ u tnoao n-e4•tt b. 

Wir~.e, or de lmc• aeu. 
~ nl:uber and Hc~lt1W HR'11 ptttea; ot thtll awren 

bonu.e boob 41at.tlN.td b1 tibiA U.\tftUIT Ontld ~lUI to liM, 

1ru)l'WI11fll, .... u tollftll -~· .., •• ttW ea.eo alh, -· 

'book tw t:s.oo, one bo* to'! ta.e&, •• hock foil ti•Mt a'ad (!me 

book toJ.~> te.oo., fb!, ~ ev~ retat1 prlee of bonu. 'bookt ot 

the ttteral'f G'Qtld ~ 1f31 to 1938, !ne1tla1v•- "Ma ~on f.l.,lfh 

P1t>m llc~er, 1936, till h17, Dlf1 &oo~ltts 'btJ !l~I!J! 

tht) Ut&l'&l'T Guild eaob ..cnth t~•h.a e altt~te ae_lecis1on"' 

!!to aeoond book-.. ot tbt e.- qual1itflt tM fuat ~tot 

different ®ntent. !bla plan, tU\lt-ol'ttns to !1'1! to,.. ltl11,. 101""1, 

wan diaoor.ttinud beoua• of laok ot tafabwd.llm ot O\dl4 _.,,",. 



7.ach month du.rillJE use Jlbt!l. liattd • boot ~»sair& cu ... a <t~ 

1'1.11te aetit ortt o~ both of wbiel1 ott•n. wtre a•t• ot a 

n. vol\I!Beat in lpee1al bim\inl 1o1C\ at price• ~w•r· thin 

us\lQl r,etail pri.ee. Xh April_, lUtl, dd A'tt.~Utt ltiS., 

Vi1p.l! pruenaa. ~~le ••ltettona' o• two 'boou a\ ent ~~-·~ 

.oo~ 

t;he. Book-~t•tht~-JrJnth Cl'4:1h &rld the U'tre:rJ ·Qu114 

Cl'ittcd.afl14 to'tl th•ir -~~~ br U'ilil &$.Outd, ot 

·u~a.l'J ~it to tall& value s.na or ·••1"~d~1ng 

wu'!.<~B,.Q whieh will be b~t b1 tb.t~ lttu~J&at ._btl~ ot people • 

oritie ochna that ~'Jw!g1n,a b !ook-ot-tu•Month •~4 

mu.oh lda aubt::ut am. f.nfSAS.t•lr -.re b,..ll~' Ute~rr 

OUild ot .oa by their R1 ,ubl1ettr.t tt l)ee••• evtttenblf 

tba t t'b.e •pal! ty toe ••ll1ll! ~H:ta 4tptad• on tt. auill.t1orlt)r 

men who 8G~.J••r4 t~ bod.Ul,1 fbla o~tte l•pl.o~u thtt 

fact, e.lao,~ that th!l 411eusa1w of bofkl by b #udr&et tln4 

l~<m.~ tott choOtJ1ng a book art ~t -.de publle• ~­

boe.r4 ~Yt tlw Utea:rr outW,• M a«u, "headM \'>~ 

C&t'~~l van !loren 11 not .~rl1 to 1'\ibnl• aa tbat ~.et~14t4 ove~ 

by Drtt Cttn'trl• (The Dook ... cf-tbl-ift)~J.tb Club) b Book•of-tbe• 

Htmf.oh Club en4wtly atat<A up ~ p~aent MoaOido andt o~l.ttcal 

alttiilltt ::;;~n 1r1 rep~ to ~r1ean booklelltns; ar~s&t\ 1 ta u'bh• 

ooe ao u to t~Had on aa tn 't'0$8 liUJ poaaiblG and went dlftd~ • ;~. 

1 t 1~ qui tfl evtdmt tbat tm ~ok•o:t•thft-Montb Olu'b wa~J: tb• 
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the U.ttUAtrcy Guild an4 o~ llll the othet~~.•e 

an~w• ~ tbfi foHBotng ori t1•t• t:one~m.t.nr; book 

Httm'7 ie14el ~nb'Y "Plies, in tt•f_.., 'iM:t a.om.e.., 

t~• a eont~ld•MI bNt ..,,. ~s•• or tb~ :noa~t-tb• .... 
~ pa1t on the r~e« Ust tut~ or .,._ 

u 'be boa~t<OI#'b~~tb bfjftuae tt woulf. bt •tolly 

c~~:;un,;"'" l t aut flo 60,000 nad•• .•7 .tn e~pl• ct 11Uueh a 'b(i)()lf( 

be a •au.M~ a,.,.lla'l• ,.,..,, a poe, ~u,:ttul \lu.t 

n~:~1'11""1!!il, A'n blirtwrtaal so:rk of ~·-an& 1nwlved. $Nd;lt.s.on..,t: 
' ' 

""""'"'~~"··--' ie,o~ R~ Seidel can'by, tho"' to:r ~b.& ~thta 

ll!Uillect!t(:Jn tt. 'bock which they a~Mt by 9ote iflll mrmt .n ... ly iJo 

•nth p:r•of1 a ard pl~• 11q a ta•s• ~•~' or. pQple. 

Ano~• at'*l tie, ial'Jif aalp••••~ ttn11-N• ~- ·t'lut #..t.s•• 
of Book-ot•ti\..U~ Olv.b ae 14m&t1! ~~e b'** \tjr $15 lu,.. 

f'lAbdble attaft61uNi ot tpalt'r• ~ ~·e gQY•m•o., M lll)l'S 1 · 'tq 

the problal of aout.ns 3aeh •nail a· h*· ~1dl. vtl:l b,e ttt1kb1e 

to th!£111 lA-.seet ntab~ul• ct t»al11 eetu!.bftN• 1.A'baolutt ft1tu~:a,• 

HaWJ .e~lpo,w1 ~.,. 'M·• ablel~~'l;r cll\:•4•• I• llMIW 

·tb&t •nlf. tn .a le-tte,- i,o k lliU. a~t1d. ·that thl 3uctge~ 

little 

Cm4l• ot 'bhe DMp* not tor tvm Ute~ tta~·,nil~ 

lfhtoh p11t1le .a~ t:o"'l t~w~ b•••• thay 

~ 6 Ib!d., lh 198. 
Jd .. 

7 Ba s. c..nb7, •ta AnJ.wtJf to- tlaa ••n• a U:bera~ 
D1ctatorah1p?* ~~.~ 615&4461 1\m-t, l9S7 • 
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Both elllbs, aeool'11ng to en t1es, haY~ b$tn ot service 

to au.thOI's,. tUilpecbil.lly to authors whoae reputations bad not 

been et~tablisheC: • IDltT'Y S..lpeter ette« lyl.rla Town, end Wamer 

as one proof or this taet. Her J;elli Willowes was the· :f1:rat 

ehoiee the Book-of-the-Month ClubJ h~u ... ~~~~ Portunewe 
-~: ' 

~a~cot as the aeoonc$ ~boice or the Ut~r$.t'y Guild;· her thi:t'd 

boolt., !!!.!. TJIU$ !iegt, -·· .tts $D ftJ• latrbber knGvm. autht:tt•lh 

also, have aahteved additional aueeeas beeauat ot &eJle~tl.on 

of tha1l" books by oook eluba., In this eat•gor7) Hmr:ey Salp.,te~ 

placed Lewis Jium.f'ord, ldwin A:rl1ngtoo. Robins~; w,. :e. :h~abrook~o 
c. E. B:ontague, Roauon Lehmann., and Elinor Wyl1e. 

Information included in a Htfimt edi torlal by W1l.lillm 

Allen White, a •~•l!" o!' the &4itorial board ot t:t:Le Boek,...~t ... 

tbe•Jtonth Club, ia perbinmt b.er€ht, w. A. White atates a9 

One ot the pleasant joba that I l:lad ·<>n tb1.& i$w1p 
1n the East waa to serve on 1m•· commi tt.Ge that aem• 
the Puli tafn' prlsee • fho.se priJes are a.walffled thil 
way; In each division ot a.rtiratie act1ntr--aay th• 
d~, the noYel1 ntUSio,. biatOt<y, bi.ofi•P.· 'b.J, th.• p~eas ... • 
a sub-committeo repona to the final JU%7 on which ! 
aervEh ! hAd tb.e l.uoky joy ot 'foting "Yes" o:n "'fb.& 
Yearling.-" the no.,el of the tear,. an Qbvious aelect1·on~ 
.A year ago_. as a meaber of tht Boo'k: ... :c!' ... the-Month 9.1$~ ... 
1ng oammittee 1 I bad helped to p1.clt out ttTb,e Yearling'' 
.fro:tl a number ot e.ontempo:J;'aaeO'tl.J novels of th$ ;!.tlOnbh. 
It stood out heavily u the best book of th$ ~tonth, and 
week before last it stood ou-t eleaJ?l.J a.$ the best novel 
of the year. 

8 Harry Salpeter, ""I~ook Oluba and Publ1sb.era.11 Outlook 
!!!! ~~!Wepiient (New York), 151;631• Apr!~ 17 •. 1929. · 

9 w. At White~ •seeond Xnstallmmt,•• ~mPorl~ Gasurbtt 
(Emporla. Kansas), .S.y 9 1 1939, P• '• 
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Summttrl.sdns the into~tioa givm in. the foregoing 

pages, one t1nda the following faetst ( l) IJ!ht :Sook-of ..... t:ne: .... 

)tonth Club, the .larger and old~ of th& two QluliHa, is an inti$ ... 

pendent organization, but the L1tere.t.7 Guild 11 part of thE\1 

Ji~1l Order Departm.ent of Doubleday, Doran, and Qompany. {2) 

The declared purpoee of both the Book ... of ... the-Manth Olub and 

the Lite:rarr.r Guild 1s to provide Xl$W bookrh (3) !oth eluba· 

choose their 'booka-ot•the•month oa the be.SiSJ of the book•$ AP"' 

pool to a large number of people. (4) Tl'lG Book•of ... th~-Month 

Club .atill advertiaes that books regarcif.~d ae probabl$ seleetions 

are b'y all m(lll1bers of the EHiitorial boont. (The tite~r:r 

G-:;.lld 1n 1935 discontinued that pol1ey_,) ( 5) Appronmat~ly 

tlo.S4 was tho lowest amount to be paid dur!11g any one year by 

a mfn:tbar of' tile Book-of-the ... J!onth OlubJ till;. the lOW$St EmJ.ou.nt 

to be paid as a membership tee by a. Literacy Guild membett, mut~t 

be prepaid and may oovex- mora than $. y~Hlrts time, but applt'oxi""' 

mataly ~a worth of books must be bought within t. year. ( 6) Both 

clubs t""tlrn1sh free monthly twtgazine$ 1"eport1ng books • (7) From 

1935 to 1938 inclusive the Bo,Qk ... ot•the•'.lonth. Olub gave tom'te&n 



1.:nclua1ve 

l'J e.vem.se retail prioe of ;:;2~95~ (tl) 'nl~P nook ... 

Cl::b o:ff,z:::P~fl fo~ .. dt-.1 ttoleet1nna" ea~h 7el\tt 

1938 iacltud.v•u ~~ Utwtw:r Guild ofttllo'~~$4 

~u;loe,tona• 1n April, :.uwa~: Gnd :tn Jius,uat, 1938.# o~l7-. 

( 9) lliss, t1ll Julr, 1937,. th• ti t>~Wary tn.d ld 

an alte~te Mleetloo.. flO) Ctti.tliet ot both o'lubs 

theil" po11o1ea a.re ti:sd.la~, hut thl:1t the ~okw.of• 

:lt 'IWr~ t<n'l.s~atiD in ita stat .. tlt& .~ 

in lu 
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BOOK SEtEC!ION8 

Content ot the Books a ~a of 

Ltterature !&presented 

Both the Book.-of•the-Konth tJlub am the t1teraey Guild, 

from 1935 to 19M 1nclu&1ve~ offered a variety of content 1n 

their book selections. In making • at'Udy of th$ types of 

literature repreaented by books ot both elubs1 a tabulation 

and com.parl.eon oi-e made first of only the. books designated 

each 1110nth by each club as. its book aeleet:ton for that part! cu ... 

lar month. For the purpose of this tabulation, the writle~ 

chose the first-mentfoned book of the two booka of dual aelec ... 

t1 ons of the Book-o:r-the•Honth Club, as liated in the :News 1 

frOl'J! 1935 t~ 1938 inclusive, and the f1rst-1!1entioned bonk of 

double selections and alternate selections of the U.tel"ta%7 

Guild, as listed in ;t~tp.gs, t!'Om. 1935 to 1939 irull:u.si 'V'e, Book• 

di vidands, bonus books, and other recommended books were not 

inelud&d in this oompilation. !hen, separately• the wrttet­

tabulatad the types o.t literature ~epres~nbed by 'book•di v1dends 

a.nd dual selections of the Book ... of•the•Month Ol.ub and b7 'bon"UU 

books, double selections, and alternate seleet1o:ne of the .tit ... 

erary Guild. Infol'mB. t1 on regarding the eon tent of books of 

both clubs was obtained from the J,llook;-,o~"".tb.e .. ~op:bb.; <;l,.u.J!_ 14.!1• A~ 
Wings,~~ and the ~ ftevf.ew 121get.!1, !rom 1935 to 1936 incl:wd:ve. 
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• ~·,- ot ~· ot l.1ti:lt•turo 

lelfi~Uc,n! of the; Bttok ... or~the-ltorlth Olu,b~ 

• rrtt1 .. 1 l1lltJB:t~r1 $h.Olt•11f "- d~c1doo. 

w:t. th b1oanpby n~xt 1n point ot 
forty-td.gbt boak a~l(u<it1cnl 1 1\t.J&nty .. ~ 

nine we~ btognpbf" M~xt tn populArity 

bitttkn7J aciencf!l &t14 boola :of~ tn.v&l Ot'l' ad• 

""'···u···*~·· place. lo d:mz~m~.t. •• tn~ludf14 lrl theaJfJ 

Hllctia::~.a,.. 

II ehows a l!tlirl.la.r ~'J or t:rPeG of 11 ~i()mtu~ 

ott ona ot th~ t1 t~:t'~~~ G\i.ild ~ frorl 

t;., . .~ 19::"Xl 1:r;alua1 "* 1td1 ~~~~~ ~lao, 1tli1A\•I * Pl'*8f# 

tw•'!t7-ot1G t1G<Vfl1t out ot ~ :to~1r~ 

•a next .in poptll$.ri t,. ~ having bean 

Hr)•rt.l<!'.8 o t t~•• 1 o~ advfltnturo Mn\';ed tldl"d. 

or ltAil""J) 1 ar:1t'i ll!IO·$ll$4n$otw bookt 

••~ •(:p.-.1 in t~ ~be;r of tb1tl tt~Qt~:::t. 



Book content 

tiO'V61 
B1ocpiq' 
1118 0'1!7 
D~ 
8c1•noc 
Poetf*J 

~ '!l';l'&fHI.'f' 
Sbo~·-8~ 

Tx•v-ol or Ad .. 
yen~ 

I'llilosopbf 
fl1tuJel1s:neOW!I 

Book Content 
'IM**"l ... 110'1 -~~~~ ... 

Novel 
ntof~phy 
R1s o:ry 
Drama 
Sc1el1CC 
Poatl"'f 
Proaet Eaeay, 

Short storr 
Trnwl or 

Adventure 
Philosor,by 
K1atcellaneoua 

1!918 1.98& 198"/ 1tla total 

6 '7 6 ' a 
1 2 i 4 ·t 
I 0 0 1 " 0 0 0 () 0 
1 0 1 1 I 
0 • 0 0 ~ 

1 0 0 0 1 

0 1 1 1 i 
0 0 I 1 1 11 
0 0 1 0 1 

fAtUl:~ II 
S:!Ira!'IOI! 01~ f 1'1!: U~'! Glft:W ll~O! 
1935 lfO l93& DtOLUSl:VF. 

.19&6 1956 1937 19J8 fot•l. 

' 6 7 I 81 
I I t 0 lO 
0 0 1 s e 
0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 1 t 
1 0 0 0 1 

1 l 0 1 I 

1 1 ' 1 1 
0 0 a 1 1. 
e 0 0 1 I 

"'~'U~~IIiW •M!i ~-~ ~~" 

.. •. 

f. H 
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Tl:le following tabulation shows the types of llt~~.tux-a 

book~:trldends of the Book .. of ... the ... J.~o:n.th Ol.ub 1 

to 1938 1nelus1ve1 ld. th the nu.l.':'lbal.' of. times ettoh 

~~~n.s a.a a book ... dividend: 

~n• .21.. L1 teratu~ 

Novel 

Biog~pb.y 

~ 

Bho:rt Sto:ry 

Miaeellaneo\lS 

Total 

l!;qmber !?.! ~aa Offered 

2 

5 

2 

2 

3 -
14 

The following tabulat1 on sh.owe the tJPefl! of li tere:bU1t& 

rep:resented by bonl.:UI books of tha Literary Guild, from ltiJ35 to 

1nclutd.ve1 with the nt~mber of times eaob type wa.s o:rrer$4 

42lS a. bookt 

Tmel 2£. .. fA~e£9-ture 
Hovel 

Biography 

Poet1'7 

History 

Short Story 

nscellaneous 

Total 

2 

1 

l 

l 

1 

l -
7 

The ocm.binatione of book content of dUll selections ot 

the Book-o.f ... the-Month Olub1 fran 19:55 to 1938 1:nclus1Te, \d th 

the number of times o:f'te~d~ we~ t.i follows t 



/) ",(, 

am. ~ovel 
!l1J!at. st !Btl. llUttw 

I 

level 'bllltOrJ l 

and. ••l•1n~ I 

1 

to•t~ 1 

BOV'•l ta•l l 

llw•l 8pantdl Idtl1 1 

S1~phy po\itt~ 1 

Bl OIIG.piq and biogr«phJ 1 

.... ,. ·:t 

rbllwlsophy and --.olN 1 

Bis'to~ .Dtl •.o1N 1 

lafttflid.ft llOB•ftl-tl~n uu:l 
.a:rra•1ve a.•ti.tion 1 .....,.._ 

fetal 11 

~ eoab1at10ftl of boclt eonAnt of 4oub1t ••1eot:t•• 

ot UtONJ'J Gh:dld 1 Irma l~~~ to llll tnc1s:1T«t• with the 

ot tt.e11 otfe:t'.O.., Wf.U.ti.e ~~ toll.,... t 

o.~~oa it c.~~~») .I&).U: st. l'!:l!l .QW.rd 
Phllaopb'f emd biapa:tfh7 

Hovel ed .Uae&l~~ 

Total 
The combl.natlou ct book ~ntxm:t of a.l.t$mltf1 ru~t!Mt!<)n• 

ot the Ut~ Guild• t~ 1938 to 19!& lnc1u1v~t,, With ~he 

n~b~ of tS.s ot't~ .• "" u tollC'W$1 



~p,abtl@ld ... ll £'P'W.'. ~ !! t•~~. ~4 
J'ovel ana b1t~1 1 

lwel a!Kl bt.,.pb.J 1 

BOYel llnd trawl 1 

B:iopaph'J ad biopapb.J 1 

llographf _. aevon•• 1 

fNftl llld a.-lN ~ 

!otal 1 

A e~n1on of the oontent or boolt~:l.vtleml• ot ubs 

Dook....ot•"tbe-J~cm.ttl Olub tdtb content of beAu booa ot t~ 

Ute~ Gu11d, flM:M 1935 to 1988 ille.ltU'ld..'Vt1 ahou the follow"" 

iUS facta 1 !h.$ Book.ot•tnw-Montm Club otte~t« b1ogft\ph'1 mol'b 

o~, with .Jd.acclli\n$out book~ attJtt1 ~ tib.B r.t11Vtrl1 •~• ~ 

ahol"t ato.Pf in tt.d:fd pbMIGt ·fbe U'te~ Gulht ottWl'd tba 

novel twiea, with .- bodl -..h of ltt.•••Jh11 JOO'bl'ft bti\OJ'IIf• 

abon atopt1 .and rdaotllane~teua. ·ae a.-.ot•lht•lot1\b Club 

sa•• t~Mi\ book-4iv14tW41 ·'flbi.le •• Uti~QT out·14 fPA;Yt aeven 

bOm.tl bookl~t 

I>Wll 1e:t.•tiou tit tal. J.U-ot-b•Mn11b. Cblb, twa~ lUI 

to 1938 1nol•tve, prt:•er!W a Wllriet)' ~~ 't.o$ll letnb:nt, ·'>be 

noYel _. given tev.n tbttal ln .-ba'iiua., ~no& wiD I .aove'l, 

the other 11x tblN vlth a1x d1tt8N'lt t.w•• of Utovat~ •. 

F..ach one ot the following •• ott&"tl twto• in oomb~tton wlbh 

anothtu:• t)tP$ of lttea~c blo-:Pb7t b1t,OJ7~J ••••tt an« 

poet1"J'• Pbi1oaopb.J'1 atf.~-'• ' book ot tawl:,, t Spam.1eb :x..t,-11, 

mao1M, and urra.td.ye D<>n•f1tt:1on.,: uob appe•~ ot\CI• 



M 

On t~ otbw hln.dJ doubl• ••1tot1oos ot tht l'A.ttraey 

Chrl.ld.,. traa 1935 \o 19$8 1nelut~1vt1 ottwc ont tt.th of the 

to7lowine t7Pe1 ot 11. t_..ture J phtloaophy• btopa.ph:,r.f ru>vtlt 

a.nd atacelbmoou• • !b.e Book .... ot•the ..... JI<mth Club offt1H4 atabe•n 

4Uill aet.aticms while tibe U. tt~ Gilt Ul tUl'lnlthed two t~oublt 

aeleotiona. 

Alt~te se1Htion• of tb¢ Ltt•r&l*'l GuJ.1d1 ff'~ '1~88 

to 1938 1nolul1ve,. •bow~ a pHd~n.ce ot the now1, ·With 

blogrt~pby llD4 h1tlitorr nex\ !.n ntabtr of t~1 ott~tt,. with 

booka ot tavel nest • !he Book-o.t•the-lontb Club d14 llOt e;t ye 

alternate 8Gl$ct1ans. 

View1DS u a Whole, then, tJ:p• ot 11 tt~llltttl'e· 8pHa•ntett 

b:r tht~ contmt ot boold of the Dook-ct· .. thBMion.th Olub and Cb.Et 

Litomr'.Y Guild, t~ 1gs5 to 1939 tnoltlltve~ one tineh. the tol~ 

lowing taoi81 In their book ae~ot:tou tw ti'b.lill Jaontb, 'tb.fJ i$w 

cl'Uba 1bo~ a ebdhr trtnA, stvin; pre~•net to tlh- ~¥.t1~ 

w1 tb biographJ nt)."t in ~1'4 ot timll oftueth Bt:atorr, l8"l 

or ad:venture1 tlrld aei~Me nre next ln tavor., ll:1. bt'lok~vt«enlll$ 

ant'~ bonu.a boob, ho'fsllrftn:•, the ofdw _. _,.Etrled 1 the Book'* of""· 

tho-Jio:nth Club ott•~"; b10fl8Pl\1' ~WSt •tten,, while •• tt:be:vaJ7' 

Guild sho'flft!d a Glisht pnfeztentt tt:~t th., n(ilftl+r !hf9 book •on• 

tent of dual aelootions or tht ~ot•tbfJ'ii11onth Club tumtah$d 

(;rea.ter ftriety than dit\ b 40tlt$nt (>f 40\iblt ltletttona ant\ 

alternate aeleottona of ~o I4.1tft:ff.Ll\d..l6 • 
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!o gain a crt tical eatims.te of book ee1eetions o:t the 

Book-of-the-Xonth Olub am the' titeMey Guild froln 1955 to 

1938 i:1cl't1..8:lve, the wrl ter selected at randem. tour boOk aeletl­

ti ons of' each elub for eaeh rear, Choo$1ng those typea ot 

literat'"re Wb.toh rep~sented the largest naber ot book se,., 
'· 

leetions • . !he fou:t' types of lite•ture ~pt'eS¢in:b1ng the· 

largest ntll'lbe:- of select1anf.('ot the Book-ot--the .... month Olub~ 

from 1935 to 1938 inclusive, were, in the o:J:Idt:r or their: f~e· 

q,uene;r prooeed.1ng frcrn the g1.1eate~t nut11ber Ci.owt.a (l} novel~ 

(I) b1ogt~~.pbfj (3) hietory, (4) s~1eneet ~ (~) travel and ad ... 

ventu~. 'fl'lllB 1 for l93l5., the contctnt of book' eeleet1ons of' 

the :Book-of-the-month Club chosen fo~ tr:ltit1sm were (ll novel .. 

(B) biography, (3) history, and (4) soiencelli ~e fou:r typEts 

ot liter>at'tll'e of book selections of tht U:tan:taey Guild. ehofJUtn 

for 1935 and selected in the se:me manner W$:te (1) novel, (a) 

biot;rapl1.y1 (.5) travel and advel:!.tUl"e, and (4) an anthology ot 

prose. The firat book of each type lieted m the 1:3ook ... oJ::t1fe.:. 

~.O!l.th ~ wen and Wl:psB G.S the one ohos en J as the :t'i rat 

novol listed# the first biograph)'* and so on. !he S$l'lle pro:... 
eedure was followed for all 10a.l"S fl'Om. 1935 to l938 inolus:t•e• 

After the book seleetiona 'vt&:t"$ ehoeen tor oompar:tson, 

four rev1e'fiS of each book were selected at random from the 

Book Rartew piges,t. These reviews gave f'avo~ble, untavox-ab1e, 

and non-committal estimates. 'lhe a:tg.n~ plus,, prt!fceding a X'flil ... 
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viO"iifl in tl1e ~Review Digest 1nd1Clll.tes s. favomble comment• 

minus cates an unfavorable comment; plua minus indies. tee 

a review th both i'e.vorabl.G and unfavorable comment,~~ with 

t::tB .favorable preuomina.tingJ ~u pl.ua :Lndieates a reVif!)W 

vd th both favorable and unfavorable eomment,. W1 th the ~e.vor,.. 

able predominating-. .If the review iJ not pre&eded by any mark, 

1 ta ssti.Nte ia UGll...COllll:nit-;al, and it us~lly diseu~ses merely 

tile r,at\l.re of the eontent rathe~ ftl.an its :merit~, 

Table !II gives data oonceming the eri tieal estt.mates 

of sixteen book eeleations of the Book-Qf.,th~;Month Club 1 t~m 

1935 to 19&1 inc lU11 ve. 

Table IV gi:ves clata eone.eming the e:ri'bieal sst~'bes 

of a1xteer.t book seleetiooa of ihe Utet'$:ey- GUild, f':vom 1905 to 

1938 1nolus1ve. 

A ctrnpar1son of· theae tables ahewl that the ]S;?P.l ~~v.~e;w 

P.is..e~l!!' troa 1935 to 3936 ino.lusi ve, save 162 reviews at ttl.$ 

sixteen Book-ot-the ... Jonbh Club sele•tione and 1135 l'leviewe ot 
the s1xteert Ill te:rs.ry Guild se leetione • Ap);l>r<>X:il'llQtely ft 1te .... 

eighths of the reviews of seleetionlll of the Book-ot-the ... Month 

Club were :rdQ:IIked plus.- while approx.bately one ... rua1f of the ~e ... 

views of' the Literacy Guild seleet1one were ma11ked plue"' Ap,.. 

proximately one-fif'th of the r&viEml of 'both 0lubs wet-e m~rkild 

plus minus. One review of iile ~eok-of•tbe-.Jilonth Olub aelee­

t:tons was marked minus, while fifteen "views of Lit~ra;r~ Guild 

selections were marked mim:w. 'rheee figures indicate that tot 

these thirty-two books, reviee in the !,oo~ Review ~S~~ ... 'lf. show 

a some'Wbat mora tavora.ble report tor the content o:r book EH~lEI't\"* 



Iii• 1 

.l.Ali2.1.i!il:!. III 

CRITICAL ri'IIMAU .. 01 SGOX.OI•IOI'nt Q:tml UII!etiO!:fi 
f!OJI ltll TO . lt88• DQWI%'0 

of Book ·-flu •""~l- ·~ ,'·. '_, ... · 
I f.'N' . --

of Ap:~ 14 10 I 1 c 
;rules 11 I 1 0 0 s .• ,.n flllAft of Wt*'- 18 ltl I 0 0 

!'ext Bu:rld~~! l'MN u a ' • 0 
Tb.e La at PturJ.-. lf 11 I ... 0 1,· 

J\.'merlOfJLn »ootmrta 
• 11 11 l 0 0 

A 0 7 7 0 0 'o 
A ll $ 8 0 0 
11!£:~.$ croque' ~· • 1 I 0 ·o 
.StllOYed Prifimd 6. 4 1 0 1 

Pl"ontl~ ot 'bb:e 
!.~1nd I I l 0 0 

Anbal ~ ' e 1 0 0 
Bell on ItUJ i I 1 0 0 
Pa~le 11 11 1 0 0 
!be · . 1B 'tihe Stone 10 ' • 0 0 ,.,_ Pipt ft)r U.tt ll 8 I 0 0 

'fotal 111 Ul II I 1 

) : 
i 

NtrlJ 
-~ 

0 
1 
t 
0 
1 

0 
0 
0 
1 
0 

() 

0 
1 
0 
·0 
1 

' 



!ABU!: IV 

llS~ OF U:'a'RA!l' t:mifll .a!IBOT-IOftS 
-1181 TO 19&8, :OiOUJSM 

Coach 
!ed~l Hl11t017 

>' ffiO Jtt. MU 1*~1" 1n -~d. ti 
Wo!'W 

......... ,,,.,,.,... o t Mah• 
iqO&t 

Beroro I Pora•t 
It All 

"Hnll'l'MII y~ 

Jtwd.m.ee 
bha 

~ 
of 

Revl._ 

7 
u 
I 

10 us 
10 

10 
a 

11 
I 
I 

11 
I 

" 7 
9 ~mm11tut Vp --··" ___ _....._.....__...._,.,.__-i 

l8i 'lctal 

0 
'1 
1 

.lt1tt 
... ,lut Min:ua 

8 a 1 
I 0 0 
0 0 4 

0 0 1 
0 0 7 
7 0 1 

1 0 0 
1 0 0 

0 6 0 
0 0 0 • 0 1 
I 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 0 0 
3 0 0 
1 () 0 -16 e 15 

N~ ..... 
1 
I 
0 

0 
-I 
I 

0 
0 

1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
l 
0 
1 

14 



t1ou or tho Boolt-ot-the~ltb Ol.tl) tf'tmn f:o"'l that of book 

aeloot!OlllJI oft the tl~~ Guild., 

eoaplli'ftS 6tl:'- ooncMttns iite t~t ot ·tbo book 

Jodt~t-tbe-lcnth Club.~ the U'i~ 

11&8- lWK~ ineluain, 'bbtl m• e.-1ned t'WJ 

"'""''"""'""''"" bad 'be«l ·e:bo$&n tr.r el'it1•l lllSt~te, •• 

3w.-rt and ~-~olea' ~e.pnins thl t1fPa\Sl .l!if 

s;PLd·• or pa.p6r1 and tb.t 111.e t>t pnnth !hls t:t~t'hl· ... 

aate 1 t'heret\Qife1 ~ot 'be oonsid~ ao.tenilitltt.111 oo~t:t!$, 

lill!!l.b\.#Ybiii.JI>il>.'be ·:ra:trl,- aM~t~h 'lo bf~tioo bf· whli.'lh 'bo 

pl"'''¥'e hots N~D& b1ud1n~1 ">~U.''' a~4 J)J!int,~ •• avatlabt$ .• 

ii~Jl'V,..,._ eDitined ue Ule pN~tty of tb• ~mpcrta C1 t::v Ll:b~ 
-··- of tb:o ~u Stat• ~*'*'" Col14$$• ef ~•1&• 

kbl$ Y gt.,.e 1tlf.-rratioa N~U8 t~h6 l·iltr bi~l1 

al:x:b.een book a4tlet,lonl of ~ Book ... o~--iaa 

1915 to l~S :tno.lualve, 

'ra'blt; VI &lvel 1nt~t1cn Ot:m~l);ina i'Jhe t~:tlft.., blnt.tns, 

paper.,. me ot f!U.~n book eeletM.oM ot tht Ut4M:'II~"7 

Guil.d, from. lt55 to 1938 1ne1ttfd.ft• 

A o~iaon oz theae tabhll ahcw:s a ~'ll!Uit~' 1'-t~t•y tn 

the format oi' book seleottons of b two ~lublh: 
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a ~ et bf'onll.tlon P•ltmtd ~~ tlbtt .1\l.d7~ 

often the foll.Mt.na ••uall8lont • 

l. t• a..- e'd4fmit t.•t 1b.t look•ot•ta.,.l•nth Cl'Uib l.11d 

b Ll~ lui.¥ et M11rtea • .xn•••in,ca, ht.;y• a 
Bird.~ JR11"POI'tU ki trel.l u •rfJ ..w· 'btH'Jldl aa ~)()lSi• 

b:!A• Both clu.'is bW ton~ thflt 1.~ tdillttl- 'li,"'N"" 

•ni bla *• ~a~Plftee« ,., aleas ... 1ufh• ~~a 

cib3Milw, Ia t8f/l ~twte .,imm1 11 no\ a,ltogetb•r 

•lld. x..-• aa bolb. e1tat mat 1m pft'ft4t b 

Plblle '111m, llha~. -., Ui418•~~ wa though 

.-, abould btl ef 'Dlf~J bilk •~•• 
s. A~P, 'b piau et tt~atl• O:t fmt W'o e1U~li:IS «M 

...... , unlike, .tbel:P nf(\11..-tl tw mebeNhtp 

do Me *" .., aar~ attw·•oO'-.· 
a. JI'POa Uti to 11M iatlludve •• :t81RI ,,.,_.of lit•~·· 

mu. .,_,.. ,...~.a la ~ aeleottou ef·. ~bh 

elubl• fb,.e B~t.tk~th Club, 'hmrt'fW, ~~fsetl 

ta. .ttte~ OnlW b metr et 'bo~Y14dlt~wl in 

n~r ot d cont.mti•'Wlrl•tr ~t ~1 ttl$t•t.enJ.: 

The f'Gta11 pJ'l• ot bookl slw.n at book-d.t'Vl4allt -,. 

th• Book•Of•~Ol\tih Club 1lliUl htpGv tblJl .• 1 i4w· 

~'&tail pri.<U$ of btold siY.m t.fl 'bonu boclfl bJ ib.e 

'! I 

i' 

f .> 



• 
U. teart Od.U,. !be B&*-.r·~·»onth Club all• 
Plltl8tmited a~ un:ltoa1y .:meit~tnni J»tlliOJ mth 
... ...- • • ._1 ••1•·•'1••· ub.ta .a1e1 *' •••1u~l,. 
Guild 'ritll NI&N 1Ml ·~lt ••t.ctlonatt a4 •a:t.•· 
s..-.'H ••a..t~.~.• ~ ~ot-t~-l<mbb. Clul» 

tftll •4u1.1 telattit~ua:• •• JM:tt btU 

1918 btlUiit't• On tal• other bmd tb• 

hlld off~ •&o.:t'blt: ~~1•t,1one** ll\ 

1~8, in A~~t, lQ38., ml.1• !}:).$ plv.t 

p~et1ng •al.~r.~&te Ml&ettont!l• •• u:rt•a b1 

L\ter~.F~ t1Ut14 fl'Oft 'ICN~l'~ 11361 \ill My, 

~ ~ abandoflltc~ 

4 • ..-ri.~~Wa in tht ~ ft!!~.!! 2&1!'1l, ~ 1tll 

1138 inel'Ga!ve, ot b~cnt-cmtt ~f afJd;tm 

'ftDlQ.om ••leettooa ~ \b.e offeJ*insl ot •lh c1tib 

a ~e .... t ~·favorable: rtport of. be*"'"' 

••l•e.tioM the Jook...ot•th•-lmtlh C1u.b ~ ot 

••~t.1on11 sf t~ tlt•81T eut.ld. 

tol'tll.' of 'bwlc autlett1cna of botb. tltlbt .I$8U 

of ~ ttw - gKdtf• lot-h t».pp$air' ~ the 

wntw to be ot IMJ41\a _u,,. 
G,. Cona1dctri."'lg, thena all of tbe fONSOlnl lntoaat.lM 

the Sook•ot•the-Month Qlub ant~. i.1'h.e U.t•varr 

Gtdld or Am~1._, XncorporatJid• itA& Mt(lr b~:l1evo 

that the balanct 11 aomewbl.t 1n ta•o~ oi"' tht '2Qok•.ot• 

the J,!onth Club, f·el"baPI anotbt'tl" ptHon,~~ tu.b3•o1Jltll 

1 
'I I, 
I • r, 

i 



•~ •terlal to ~ttn.,, -~t tono•1ubly 

~~.,w.,.uz• a <U.ft•rmt ocm.clua1<:mtt '!'he wB\Wfi 1\C'lW• 

baa tried to akt~~1 ae ».Hrl.7 u pce~d'ble, 

objec·tlve PNIEmt~rttcn ot the output Qf bhe tWO: 

to 1.1101d &'nf 'P$1'10Dal b!lu 111 





' • 187 .ppjt 

Doubl.,., Do:t-an1 d 

Bo~,,. oatn.anna n.,. c4 Von »•_ek_~· ~w_ .. · •~ .. J, .:e __ :f.t!:~. ~· 
J~n Toriu n.m• :SOU$s, l®·•~ lM?, taT'"p-p. 

CMil"etnJohn~ · · :o.. !?Jlf1!!PI• Bev Yoriu ._n at\4 t..-., 
Do !';rulf1 Paul S~tU'JJI'ft .a! ~~b~ 1!£. . .atl• lew Y..-'kl list~, 

1931• MS PPt 

Bllabw;,_ :.t_ .aJ!ll 1_·••.lll tA .· 11!• Jew Yottn Dod• ltta41 and 
o~, .~. 

:r&w:a. , :: ... · ~~!- t t~> ill! Ul:e&ll fll1.• •• todu aa.:r 
.ru.~ PP• 

~et1 Rob~. ·!t A ~-• · !£ !l!U11• h'f Yorkt lem.T 'lol' -~ OC~tM 
p&a7t ltH• '1'tlf1jp • 

~nche, ,.,., An~ Att•I!BD~·• Ia 'font Ia~ ud •~ 
baJltt, au. 1D'r'iP• 

~, C. C,.; J)tAft!t leW YO*I ~~ Nl4 :liteb• 
®C>k~ l93S, 

Guedalla~ Pb!ltp. 
and O~at!7' · 

• In Xolkt :Do-u.':)'..~;. Jk)n;n, 
Wt 

. ~- I!N:!•· In 'tol?.kt Doub1NaJ1 IJo.:w..n, . . ,. 
BeiiiUU"• Viet~ Q$Oza&••· a t Slr!l!t•· hW ~~ 

'~• w. No:tl'ton «~~nd. O~tllt'Yt PP• 

~e,. ~t1C6 tt., and !5rawn, nerntmr, Ill 128 1!.11!! 1!Wl!ll 
(New Yo$) 1- 1935, 2.262 PP• 



" ••••••• , b.~ .lm•RJ:&•J\ twn Yol'k), UJ::se~ 1eoo J1),, 

~ • • • • • ., l!l! lcr~ IU:bl PJditli (lew t'oXk), 1c:.,7. asme pp., 

• • • • • • •' ~ IS 1!!1.~ P.la~l (In Yo~ DS~h- 1916 PP• 

tat~, J.:nd.~, t ~u 
ay, Doran, and 0011' t 

t.Dftlilre:r, ~A. 
~~ 'I:»IU.t aCt 

. • ••• !atliu Dou.bl'~ 
PP• 

Ill.~, So!i:1iU!W8'i 
aDt~ a~,., 

Jl2.• In !'Ol'k& l'.lo'tblt:da;v; llOR\11t 
Plh 

Paul1 toula, 
0(8~-

llaaooe, ~~~ 
aD4 C'QJ~p~.1aJ, 

lb.1ne1 IMepb Ia*' . 
........ J:.Cfo.:n·,IIIBII 

&ll'd•nJoa., :tva Te~ce; A!illllal&rJh 1ft '!tritl 11Jd.q 
p~, 1111t Ill PP• ' I 

Sl.!ld~l ... te" 9,14 .... J:il!•• ik;lltOl'U Uttl•· -~. and c~nr-
1~1. 6M PP• · . 

santa~.· ... a .. ec. ·"tl!'ilil' ~. 1&,Ltt .f!l!1'11t. le• ¥olt"kt 11~t~~. 19ao/ 60S ;p. ~ ~~~· · · 
Sba~e8.1'1 v:tn.c.nt, · e l . , :Mew "fork& JllOubl~f• :tku-.:n, 

CoapanJ, '; 

strtbUDt;, T• s., ~ .. ~ 1\Nm'Rt Ja t'crln ~QbltMy, · !>oan, 
and OOlit)Qn'J• JlmlJ• PP• 

Van Dox~:a., Carl_. J.BM !l'O!.J,• tift Yoriu ltft11.1 
and HltobCOt*. PP• 

\Ve lls 
1 

lt.r a... 1P-.! )!l'p;93!!!\ f1.fJ'SJ Dew 1'0rit t VUd.nc !'.HI It '1117 • 
098 PP• . . . . . 
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llhtte, ifer.enee ~- »!!. !!f!d. t"' ~. :tton$. lew Yo:dn 
Pu~, l986, 3!11 PP• .~~:r...~ .. ·-· 

Zweig, .Stefan . s£ J!!. i!Y.• »•- Yt~lu V1k1~ · 
Proee, 19 PP• 

Anan'J'IIliO"'JS, ~{all ~1M aU~ D!cbtdtONh1p!1 ,@£98\1!! 
York) 1 6lhl.Dl-lt91 Ap:t'111 lll"t., 

.. »ook-o· .. r. ·t#b.. -~. . • ... Club.· ......... Cbalbm. rt.s· -,tt .~bU.•~•• w ... k:'• (lew ros), L:~tSOBS, lay te, 1918"" =u: ......... ==. .. ~ .• - ..... ~ 

~~ . • s. •:r:n Anlwe~ to 'Hal Amw1• a. U·t.Ra:rrD.:lctabo~ · 
8h1Jl!~' ('In Yo:t'k), 681~4~4.&1 1a~, J.DI*Y itt 

Cwf, B·emett Aft,~ •s 000 OWltoouau:•a ·lfa~ Soh•ran ·e.m1 ate· 
Jiook-of·th~ lu,b,tt · ew!! ~.!.!~~~!!.*:t 
(Dow Yolfk), 17t1V..ea, 1):~ ·• 

W])o1J)ledafo~t Doran., ll'1d Go.~" h 
Ji Ill ~II) f :us 174•2£6, hbrul%7, 

Rosensren1 :r., •su.t~t abf:mi ft•ta11 8tol*e tlaru ~teplr,.• 
Ua ' Jf~ (In York), D~tll4-1151 kJ1•·•\)~Jt 4, 

SAlpetR1 Ba~, •a.ok Cl.u.'bl eel J\\blil'ib.e",•. 
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