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CHAFTER T

IRTRODUCTION

H

The Affaires de 1'ingleterre et de 1'smérique wes a Fremch journal
published during the years from 1776 to 1779 at Paris under the i‘ubritz of
Antwerp, Tha editors are mentioned nowhere in the paper, but it is known
that they were Benjamin Framklin, Robimet, Court de Gebelin, and otherss’
Zdmond Gen®t, of the office of the Frenoh foreign ministry, mesisted
anklimg The journel was under the guidanue of the Franch miniatryaa

The purpose of the Affalres, according to the editors' note at the
opening of Volume I, wae to give an impartial, chronologiesl agecount of the
dispute between England end her American colonies. However; the actusl,
though unavowed, purpose was to use the periodicsl as propsgendas to win
Prance's support for the Ameriecan geuse. The puper served to neutralizé
the effects of the news from England printed in other Paris ;3eaumalam4

As sot forth in the Avertissement at the beginning of Volume I, the

plan of the editors was to publish the paper in lssues called cahlers of
which there would be numbers published at irregular intervales The proposal

wae to publish a cehier whenever the material awalluble warranted it. Each

2 Bugbne Hatin, Bibliographie historiuue ot dritigue de la presee
ériadique frangaise (Faris:; Librairie de Fimin Nidet Fréres, rils ot Gie,

66), }M ?l‘}‘l

2 pernard Fef, Franklin, the fpostle of Modern Times (Boston:
Little, Brown, and Company, 1929 )y ps LY ;

2 Ibide, Dy 4194

4
Paul Leicester Ford, “The Af'f'airea de l“r&glaterre of, da Py 'méwiqua,*‘
The Penneylvanie Magazine, 15:227, ""“’""""‘"""”'




number or gahier of the paper was o comaist of a chronological journsl

end a section emtitled Lettre d'un Banquier de Londres ¥ M. o % snvers.

The name of the banker was never givens The chronolopgiesl jwml prepented
‘news only, and the lettre frem the London banker served to & ocertsin extent
the seme purpose as do the editorials in modern newspaperes

Yuch of the Sriginel plen was not sctuslly cerried outs The Journal
waes felrly lmpartial in the early lgsues but the banker's lebters were
obviously partial. Indeed, in Volume VI, the editors ssked thelr public to
note that thelr claims to impartiality apnlied only to the stated facte in
the ¢hronologiesl sectionss The London banker was not bhound by the editors'
obligations (VI, 26, pue 1-*»-2)4.’;t

Heither was the a?mmalegﬁai wei.exf of the paper long maintained,
The early issues did not err in this respeet, but later the editors apparently
began to insert their news just as they remeived it without regard for the
dates of the evenbe:. The chronolopicel sequensce was also wméwlmt disturbed
by the fast that both a Journal and a letire were included .in the same number.
The joums) centeined news of svents which had taken place as mach awm five
or mere months in the past, the age of the news depending upon the distance
{1t hed to travel and other factorsy On the other hand, the banker's letters
uesually oontained news of a comparatively resent dete. For exsmple, the
firet report in the journal of 'tha first gahier wae dated Janusry 9, 1776
(I, 1, pe 1)y and the lest report in this issue was deted %‘farcahl B, 1776

Aumowledg,ment for material taken from the Affaires de 1'ingleterre
et de 1'Amérique will be made in perentheses in the body of “thie thesis,
Tieed the references thus: YVoluse VI, pahier 26, pages 1 to 2 inclusive,




?

(1, 1, pa 36)« In the same iseue the banker's letter carried the dabte of
vay 4, 1776 (I, 1, pe B1), and his firet report was of un incident of
parch 24, 1776 (I, 1, pe 102)s

Ko dates save those of the year of publicetion were affixed to the
various issues. In the early mumbers of the journsl the date of the
ineldents recorded on each page wes plaged in the outer margin of thab
pages Thie pragtice was disgontimued after a comparatively short time.
A11 of the banker's letters were deted st the time of writings In the
lm‘tw jaeues thore mm no other plau fm' MMIMM; f.:mmm

Appamnﬁly tha adﬂ.ﬁgm did not have wg;ulw gourees upon which they
could draw for newss As aarly LY Valuma 11 thw amwmad that they were
going to diseontinue the news mpmm Por several mumbexe (III, 12, pps 4l-
44). They proposed to £i1l in the .me Qﬂh“ﬁlm publiestion of Doctor
Price's femous pamphlet entitled Obser M‘d‘.,r’a on the Hature _@r; Odvil

Libjar’oxgﬁ Thig required three mubers (111, .12-14, pps 4588 and 113-251 )‘,
and four more sonsished of the mhlim.taim of a report mede to the House of
Lords in 1??4 by a mmi%mimautigmim@ f,m ocauges of the rebellion in
the mﬁamahumb’w Bay aélomy (31T, 155 pps 239272 and 17, 16-18, pre 5w
70)s Right more iesues (Iv; L&«%, pre TA=189 and ¥, m;w, ppe 1w110)
were employed in a pmwmﬂim of brief swmmeries of the publie lives of
the prim.tml.mbma of mrm@énm

| Dther éhmgw in the original plan of ‘the Afleires were aleo madae.

Only in the firet two volumes were the journsle end the letbree published

2 Infra, ppu‘ 25,26,



alternatelys Beginning with Voluwe III, the journals were published in
groups of five to & volume and the letbres wers published in another group
of five in the pame volume. .Thus, approximetely the firet helf of each
el

volume consighed of » and the second half consisted of letires.

inother chenge wes aleo made et this point. Beginning with Volume III,
the paginabion of the lettres was given in Roman numerals while the journals

sontinued to be issued im Arabio mumeralss The publicstion of volumes
oonsisting of approximstely one-half jowrnels and one-half lettres wes
disoontinued with Volume VI« Thereafber each wolume consieted of either
all journals or all lettres. In the set studied Volume VII consisbed of
lettres and Velume VIII sontained journalg. No more journals were included

after Yolume VIIX« Avcording to Peul Leicepler Forﬂ6 the .ﬁfﬁ‘aii‘m sontained
elghty-two ic

irpale and elighty-two lettres.
The editors of the Affair

8 obbeined their meteriel for publleation
from & great varlety of sourees« Much of the news was taken from English
newppapers, especially the Londen Court gagetie. Vhen sueh news did not
serve the purposs of the Affaires, it wap socompanied by remarks to show
the editors' doubbts as to ite authenticitys Often the London banker included
such reporte in his letters and sdded derogatory remsrks concerning thelr
voracity. He frequently eccused the Qourt Gagetle of playing up favorable
news &nd suppreesing unfavorable reportss |

gther sourdes of materlel were /merican mewspspers. The suthentlielty
of the reporte in these papers was never questioned unless the paper wae

pro~British. Letters from p&rmn‘s in Ameries, Growt Britein, and the

¢ Ford, ops gite, s 2224



continent of Burope were often used, Much of the ‘matérml sonearning
battles was teken from letters written by men, sspecially officers, in the
British swmed foroes in Amsrica. Considerable spsve was slso taken up by
roporbe on proceedings in Parliament, veprintings a,f Ameriven wlate
eonstitutions, laws passed by Parliament, Gongrees, and stele assenblies,
speaches by influential persons, and petitions by groups interested in the
sonduot or outcome of the war., The Lomdon banker often wrote his omn
impressions on events and ueuaslly inmeluded in his letlers e report on
ships captured or losb.

8ince the purpose of the Affaires was "m aid in bringing sboubt the
Prench alllance, there was little mped Por continuing the publicetion after
Pebruary, 1778, The paper did guspend publicatiom in December, 1779, and

the propagands was distridbuted between the Mercure de France, vhieh regeived

the larger park, and the Journa]l historigue st politigue de Dendve (XV,

pupplenent, ps 2)s The sditors armounped thelr inbention to suspend

publication in an Avig ot the end of Volume XV {%V, supplement, pps 3-8)s
The purpose of this thesls is to study the imericen Revolution os

it ig presented by the Affaiyes de l'Angleterre ot de 1'infrique. Only

those matters treated at length in the Affsires snd not disoussed completely

in most smerican histories will be studled. ¥ell knowm evente in the

history of the imerican Revolution inoluded in this thesls sre for the

purpoge of elarifiying the discussionss



CHAPTER 1I
FOREIGN MERCENARY TROOIS USED BY THE BRITISH

On Jommary 9 Lo 15, 1775, Great Sritain sugcessfully closed
negotintions with three Germen rulera, the Duke of Brunswick; the Landgrave
of Hesse, and the Qount of Haneu, for suxlliary troops to aid thé’m in
mbting down the wprieing of the imericen golomies. Thewse btreaties provided
thet a totel of 17,362 nen, including some gavalry, should be supplied by
thess Gemmen rulers, the Landgrave of Hesse supplying by far the largest
number, in return for méicma Fineneial considerations on the part of
Great Britein (I, 1, ppe 1~3) A fow zﬁamm later & similar treaty was
goneluded with the Pringe of Weldeck (I1s Ts e 45 )

The Affaives de 1'ingleterre et de 1'imérigue show that uuch
eriticlem of these Imm some from Britain as welk se from Americe. On
Pebruary 29, 1776, less than twe wmonbths after the signing of the iraw:bﬁ.w.
debates on the subject of the mereenuries were slresdy iu progress in the’
House of Commons (I, 1, v 3-16). #;rd North upheld the treaties, saying
that the mercsnariss were a mwajmry:, cheap, and rapid means of derminating
the war without much bloodshaed (I, 1, pps 3-%). The opposition was lad by
Bdawmnd Burie, who with his uw&l fine oratory acfemwd I.amrd_ﬂm'th of frequent
contradiotory statements in regaed to Americen polioy {I, X, poe 12-13)s
Lord Qavendish, also a menbsr of the opposition, elalmed that it was
dangerous 4o have foreign seldlers under mmign control serving in the
domains of the British Orown (I, 1. pos 4+85)s Bartley, s member of the

House of Covmons, said that such sctione degraded Englsnd in the eyes of



foreign povere and hammed its finencisl eredit (I, 1, pow 5-8)s Teuple
Lattre)l of the senme body feared that the Germen soldiers might freternize
with snd uphold thelr Pormer countrymen vho were 4o be Pound in large numbers
:m %mn}ylmia (I, 1; pe 6)y und Seneral Conway Pslt that this act would
destroy soy hore of reconcilistien {1, 1, ope 10-11)s  ‘nother member of
the ﬁpm&dtimﬁiﬂmﬁﬁ%d Pipures to ghow that the cont of the mercenaries
was almost twioce that of the national soldiere (I, 1, pp. 14-16)s In the
and , h@w&%r, Lord North'es proposition for the m@wpwmﬂ of these treatlies
ﬁaa maily pagsead,
kgaln on ¥arch 34; 1776, the subject of the rontal of soldlers came
up baaauw of the presentation of suee bills for payments due the rsér@@rmrias
(I, 1, 'p?s 27~52)« ’Tha oppoaition claimed that full peynent would go wm
even if many soldiers wers killeds The ministry made the rether wesk reply
that such payments should be lefd to the future Por HOXLY . Thesa -;miymemta
referred to ths annual subsidies Lo be 'gmidl the ermen princess In the
cage of Prunswlck the subsidies were Lo combinue for two years efber the
return of the soldisrs and in the gases of the Landgrave of Hesse and the
Count of Wepeu for one year (I, 1, ;r;p-,‘.' 1«3)e | |
On the following day, Yarch 5, V774 in the ‘Hmma of Lorda, the
ke of "ichmond proposed en address to the King in which he compleined
that the uss of the Gerusn mercenaries wes an opent sonfession to the world
that Great Briteln cmm.nm supaly its own ami..@é (I, 1, pps 36+%9)s 'The
address aleo stated that they woﬁld rather gee Britain give in Wﬁn”u %-m colonies
than have such mercenariens uged. [t suggested thut the use b{"&riﬁa&n of

foreign troops mighl drive the fmericeans to sesk =lliances in Yurope



and oampleined that the treaty with the Landgrave of Hesse ¢arried the
provision that, in case he were atbtacked, the Britlsh should come to his
aids Thus, the ressoning went on, for the mere employuent of broops
Britain wes placlng herself in & poeitlon Lo be dragged inte a continental
wars The praposition Lo the King cloamed @*.}rmm*
adosi, pous supplloms trdz humblenent ¥V, M« de donner, sang

d8lai, des ordres pour arrBter la merche. des troupes de Hesse,

de Brunswick et de Hapeu, et pour suspendre les hestilitds sp

imérique, afin de pervenir & une rfooneiliatiom prompte et

durable sntre les deux grandes pﬁrmm contendenbes de ce

malheureux Empire {I, %, ps 39)s
The Duke of Richmond, spesking for his plan, charged that Britain was buying
aoldiers as one would buy cat"ale to butcher (I, 1, ppe 40-41)y He feared
that by hiring these troope his country would not only lose lte hmnﬁr; bu‘k;
‘a‘lsu i&m@rkaa, if the conquest were not suscessful (I, 1, ps 42)s He reminded
the Lords that no good had come fmix treoties Awit.h the Landgraves of Hesse
sinoce the turn of the century (I, I, ps 42)s The Duke of Kanchester
eriticised the ministry for garrisoning such strongholds as Gibraltar with
foreigners (1, 1. ppe 49-80), -

Lord Carlicle upheld the minletry by olting the impoesibllity of the

small home island furnishing enough scldiers for the protection of the
extensive British poseesalons (I, 1, ppe 56-57 )« Lord Townshend said that

the uee of the mercenaries would bring the wer to sn early end, thus reducing

‘fhrmg,hau‘& this thesis the mw'ticm & i written at, Otherwisge
the original epelling, capitalization, italicizing, and ;mna*bu&t.inn are
naintained.

3 Thusy we very bhunbly entreat Your Majlesty to give withoub delay
the orders to stop the march of tha troops of Heswmse, Brunewick, snd Hansu,
and to euspend the hostilities in Ameries, in order to errive st & prompt
and durable reconciliatlon betwssn the two contending parbts of this
unfortunste empires



axpenses snd lessening the denger of forelgn stdoek on the British leles
(I, 1; ppe 66~68)s Lord suffolk aleo spoke in behalf of the winistry (1,

1, pps 68~71)¢ bord Shelburns went into the eplritusl angle of the affair
by sbating that the Hessians would fight only as machines end ot for their
counbry. Britichera, he gald, would voluntear for service in lerger munbers
if the trestment of the soldiers were wmore humasne (I, 2, ps 5)s Even though
Lord &u&?fuﬁtk had earlier useured the sspenbly that the allience clsuses in
the CGerman tr:a ties were weare fam@iﬁiw (Iy 1, p- 69), Shelburne said that
such elauses could weii éyl'mwv Fngland into & general Buropesn war (I, 2,

pr. P=11). He mquwwd haste in reconciling the guarrel so that it might
be done before the Hesslans arrived in imerice emd‘ mede reconciliation
imposaible (I, 2y pe 11}

the s@.mngth of the North ministry in the House of Lwda st this
time was shown by the Faet that the proposition of address to the King se
roed by the Duke of Richmond wae émily rejected (I, 24 pe 1)

The &hrwolegiwl Jou ma of the /ffulres reporbed, under the date
of Mareh 15, 1776* the Pacth hhat the shilpping of the Germen mersenuries Lo
Amerios was mﬁa gamgg forward vt all well (I, &, ppe 2-3)s 1In fuet, only
& very small mumber hécﬁ oven left the Germen territoriess Theiyr transports
were delayed 'by puch diffioculties ag '&hé lock of kege for water and the
bad gondition of many of the ships, st least one of which had to be condemneds
It was reported that the Brunewick m&ramram;iw, while agtually ab Spithead,
in southern England, wém heing held ugﬁ by an aaxbmz&;e shortage of the moat
wmmhml articles; one of which was shovss The discuzsion of these diffisulties

sntered inbo the Parlismentery debates, whera, inm the House of Lorde om



10

Bareh 15, 1776, Lord suffolk; negotiator of the German tre:ties {(V, 21,
Ps 12) and ordinurily an admmimtmtiﬁn supporter, raiged his volos,
along with those of the opposition, in oritieism of the condition of the
Britieh navy (I, %, pre 3-9)s

On March 22, 1776, the wayor, aldermen, and coomon nmx‘mil of
London offered s request to the King to stop the wer (¥, 5 pos 61T )
In the tourse of the reasons for thelr demand they submittod the ides thad
mety saleamlties would result from the smployment of nercensrics.

©'In the house of Q@mmom, Vareh 25, 1776, & bill to permit forelgn

sadlors, not to expeed three~fourths of the crew of a ship, tov serve sboard
merchantmen oteasloned this comment by luttrel of the oppesition parby:

- ¥oe arnes on imdrique » « » morent composfes d'étrangerer la
plupart de nos gernisons en Surope seront confides 8 la garde des
Strungers: les deux tiers de nos bltinens de commeree seront
Squipfes par des Strangers et ils suront en leur poosemsion les
‘pwha de Portemouth, ga Plimouth et le centre 1@nme de vobtre
Empire (I, B, pe 25)s :

Later, gf'ter the passage of the bill, Luttrel ympaa@dh madifiamim
stating that no Prench 6r Spanish cit.imena he hired t¢ serve on British
ships. Franw‘ax;d Spain weve Britain's traditional enemies, end it was |
elready fesred that they might enter the war against Pngland, Lubttrel also
remarked that Englishmen habed so much to fight thelr imerican countirymen
ihaﬁ the governmernt was forded to hire fomigmré to do it (I, 55 poe :436-27).
Appamntly little sucocess in moving the mercenaries wes baing achieved
st t;h‘is bimes The Affaires, in a report dmmd April 25, 1776, noted thet

the transport ships sarrying the Hesslan troops had arrived off the Isle of

2 Pur amies in merios » » » will be composed of foreigners snd
mogt of our garrisons in Burops will be entrueted to the guard of the
foreigners, Twosthirds of our merchenmt shipe will be manned by Porelgners
and they will heve in their posseseion the porte of Fortemouth, Plymouth
and the very center of your empire
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wight {IT, 7» s 25)e & repordt dsted April 27, 1776, told of the London

Qourt Gazette's story of the seme event (I, 7, Tw?29)s This story ad’ed

that the Hessiems wers in very good condition and were anxious to leave
for imerica. However, under the date of April 30, 1774, the 4ffilrsa
wtated that the Hesselans did not wish to lesve for ‘merica until the
repainder of thelr army avrived (IX¥; 7, m 38)  2lthough the tresties
gtipulated thet all Hessilans should go together to Amsvies, the Ying
requosted vhat they embark without their comrsdes., The pffairss implied

eritieien of the Zourh fagetie by recelling that thle paper had reporbed

sarlier the readiness of the Hessiane tv conbinue thelr Journeys

That the Piret divieion of these troops werld be in tngland for
pome tims, unless they comvlied with Gt}m King'e roquest to continue withe
out the seecnd division, was shown by the report, unier dete of May 2,
1776, that the second divielien of the Yessians and the reglment from Hanau
were ready to leave @m@y but sould mot do so becsuss of a ladk of |
%mm@mm& (11, 83 prs 2-3)s They weore thue not exnscted Lo be st “nlthead
baefore June 1, 1776, because the Tuteh and Homburg shins vented for trana-
puwing them were as yet -occupled in diecharging eargoes along the Themes
Riveres Thet this estimets waes not far wrong is shown by a report dated
Kay 2%, 1776, which told of the arrival of two Heselsn regiments on the
previous day (ITE, 11, pp. 22-2%). However, the firet diviaien did not walt
for them, es ie noted by an extract of & letber freom Spithesd, Way 2, 1776.
This letter ‘af.miad thet tm' fleet of tremsportes carrying fcxmign troops
and conducted by Commodore Hothum and slx warshins would lesve cpithead

on the following day (IX, B, ¢ 3)¢ The London banker, in his letters of



12
Hay 4 and 17, 1776, gave mach the same report of the acbivities of the
Hessians (I, 1, pr, 101-103 and I, 2, pps T8-T9)s He tried to throw acorn
on the use of the mercenarles by telling thut some of the Hessian officers
had brought couches with them (I, 1, ps 10L)s
The sriticism by the opposition did nothing to halt the uee of'
mersenariess Under the dste of May 1, 1776, in reporting thai another
tresty for mercenariss had been made, the Affeires sald:
Le Lord suffolk remet % ls Chambre ume sople du Traité conelu
par le Rol avee son Altesse Jéréniseime le Prince de “uldeck,
pour prendre su service de sa Majesté, un corpa de troupas de
pe Pringe: ocetbe nopig gt 131&&6@ sur le bursmu pour Btre lue
par les Lords (II, 7y pe 48)e
In conneation with this, the Affaires printed a footnote giving the entire
trestios wade with the Duke of Brunswlok, the Landgrave of Hesse, and the
Oount of Hansu (XTI, 7 pps 46+<47)s At the same time it primbed in the
regular section the text of the treaty with the Prince of Waldeok (11,4
7, pps 46-49)s On the same date, May 1, 1776, Lord North submitted thie
treaty to the House of Oommons (II, 8, p« 2)»
The London bankeyr's letter of ¥ay 17, 1776; discussed the effects
which the news theat the Hessimns vere coming might have on America. It
was his theory that Howe's evacuation of Boston was caused by Washington's

efforts to drive the Britiah out (I, 2, ps T1)s These efforts, he felt,

3 Lord suffolk remits to the House s ocopy of the treaty oconcluded
by the King with his Most Sereno Highness the Prince of Waldecke Thie
treaty takes into the service of his Vajesty a body of troops of this
prinoe. Thim copy ie loft on the desk to be read by the Lordes
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were ineremsed by the news of the coming of the Hesslane. He sleo expressed
the opinion thet Georgle, generally congidered loysl, was driven to revolt
by the news thet Briteln was going to use mereenariess With Osorgia on
their side the Americens would be eble to sapture the Jemaiocs copmerce
which always follawed a route past Georgic (I, 2, ppe 71-72)s

The journsl for May, 1776, noted the departurs for America of eeveral

transporte sarryl g two Heselen regimente (VI 26, ps 3)s Theme were probably
the seme two regimente whose arrival in Englend from Germany wes nobted earlier.
They had errived in England on NMey 21, 1776 (III, 11, ppe 22-23), Thie
jeurnsl for ¥ay, 1776, also noted that the only thing holding up the arrival
of the remainder of the German auxiliaries wes en insufficlent supply of trans-~
portss Other movements of the mercensries were noted in the seme journal when
the report wes made of the embarkment in Germany of a division of Brunswivck |
troops end a regiment from Waldeck end the arrival st the port of embarkment
of another division of Hesslans (VI, 26, ps 6)« The journsl for June, 1776,
told of the arrival at Portemouth of these Brunswick troope. At this time it
was amounced thet all the troops from Brunswick end Hansu were then st orta~-
mouth (VIXI, 32, ps 84)s On June 18, 1776, all the transports carrying the
seoond division of the Hesslans also arrived (VIII, 32, p« 99), and on June 20
the troops Prom Waldeck mrrived (¥III, 34, ps 115)s The troops did not remain
long ut Portemoubh for by June 28; 1776, all these troop transports, convoyed
by :éavera‘limrampa, had left for Azeriea (VIXI, p. 159-160 J» it the same time
the Affaires printed thé anhouncemeant of the Admirality thet all was well with
the transportas and convoys then sl ses ocerrying the first divielon of Hesslen

troops (VIII,ps16L). These troops arrived at Helifax on June 23, 1776 (11, 7,
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pps TO~7T )+ It was rumored thebt imerican privete«rs had captured two
trensports sontulning seven hundred of these troops (I, 7y pe 88)s 4n
extrast of a letter from rlymouth, July 7, 1776, told of the arrival of
the second division of Hessians there from Portemeuth (VIIZ, pe 179)«

This fleet comtinved ibw Journey on July 19 (VILI,s pe 258)s
This ended the gffaires' reports on the movements of the forelgn
troopss This chapter will now consider the effects on BEngland and Americe
of the uwse of the mercenaries and the oondust of these troope in imerica,
The work of the Hesalsns in imerige wes mentioned usually enly
ineidentallys In his letter of November 8, 1776, the London banker told
of dispatohes dated September 21, 23, and 24, 1776, from Genersl Hows to the
mintatry (111, 12, ps lzxxiij)e These dispatsches told of the Britieh sapture
of Hew York and of an encounbter whish took place on Sepkembsr 15 between
some Hes:iang, marghing taw&r:d Hew York, eud some American troops. The

seotion designated Gasetbe pubriotique in the banker's letter of January 21,

1777, contained the remerk that many Hesslens were killed or reported wmissing
in the taking of Wew York. The ssme section of his letter of ?abm&mf‘ 8,
1777y deoried the loss of men in Americs and ssoused the minietry of paying
 for 54,000 troops in Americe when less than 30,000 were mctually there
{IV, 16; pps xxx~xxx))e This shortage of men csused the gwarmﬁt 1o hire.
10,000 more German mersenaries (IV, 16, ps xzxi})s ‘

The letter of February 24, 1777, reported washington's surprise atbtack
of December 26, 1776, on the Hessisn brigade at Trenton and the total defest
of two British regiments by an smericen detashmant e week leter (IV, 17,

pe 1x)s - Ab the tlme of the atteck on Trenton Waehington captured all of
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the Hessian flags and various munitions. Twelve hundred Hessiens were
killed; impriscmed, or reported miesings In this attack the Hessian Cclonel
Rall wae mortally wounded and both of his ragim@tu were cuptured as was
that of his fellow officer, Knypheusens All three regiments, togethor with
their equirment, were then removed t0 the Pennsylvenis side of the Delaware
Rivers Genersl Howe 1aid the bleme for this caplure ém Oolonel Rull fer
heving allowsd himself to be drawn out to battle rether than remaining %o
guard the village (IV, 17, pe oxxiv)y The ﬁm&ﬁwna reloaged thege Héswian
ériéémw 4o spread through the coumbry where meny Germen sebtlers were
Mwkog (IVy 175 ppe omxix-oxxx)s

At this point the benker printed a lekter written by a Hessien
soldier in Pemmeylvenia to his-cousin in Gemany (IV, 18, pps oliv-olxdf)e
This soldier was one of those csptured at Trenton who subseguently took
up his residenve with s Gemanwimericen family iln: Pennsylvanias He desoribed
the horrible trip seross the Ablantic in whigh one-s>xth of hig regiment
dleds In spite of thelr ilinesses the scldiers wers forceéd to underge
sovere marches as moon aw they landeds They were alwﬁyw placed in the fromt
lines when fighting wus to be done but were not allowsd much of the bootys
The writer blemed thelr defeal wb Trenton on the strange type of warfare
euployed by the Americens end the hesvy enows He axpressed sorrow over the
death of Colonel Hall ed Trentons ‘The Awmerigans, he wrobe, supplied them
with elothing from huge stores ceptured from the British. They they were
roleassd to live awong the Germen resldemts of Penneylvenia. His new life

was g0 wonderful that he and his comrades had decided to remain in Amerios.
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A totally different lmpression but not a differant story of the
Hesslans wae given in another letter, written this time by an inglichmean sb
New York on Jamiery 37,1777+ He wrote:

11 faut convenir gue les Rebelles ge sont comportée de maniere
% nous donmer d'eux une opinion trbe~difidrente de celle que nous avione
prise el géndrulement juequ'd ve moment~1d} et malheurcumesent nous
ne somaes que trop Pondés 1 peneer différement aussl sur le compte
dou Hessole et de quelgues entres troupes Strangeres. Il est certain
que le Congrde n'anégligé aucun moyen pour les débasucher: qu'ils
‘ont mis bas les armes % le premierve attague, ot n'ayant ew que sept
hommes tuds: qu'ile ont 6té regus a Fhiladelphie plut®t comme cumls
que coume emnemis; qu'ile y ont marché dane les principsles rues de
rhiladelphiey tumbour battent et drepeaus déployés (1V, 18, pps
olxywalnv] )s” ‘

In eounection with weshiugton's oapture of the Hessimns, the banker again

found owcasion to disgrsdit the London Qourt Gamette, He wonderad Lf the
Hessiane hed no awms, wunitions, or provielons hecause the Court fesetie
said nothing ahoub them (IV, 18, ppe elxxiveolzav)s Yot when Generel lowe
captured anybhing it was socounted & glorious succees.

On 4pril 30, 1777, the banker reported that dispubes were taking
place between the Britisch and Germen troops (IV, 20, vpe sexivi-cexlvii])s
4 repoxh of en sffalr of this kind was given In his next letter when he
wrobe that General Howe wae forved to rush to Brunewick, lew Jerpey, on
February 21, 1777, to halt a lively quarrel between the British and Hesslen

troops {(IV, 21, pe #l)» The dlesension wes again mentioned in the report

b It must be agreed that the rebels huve bhehsved in such a mermar
a8 Lo glve us a different opinion of them thun we huve had so generally
until this momant, Unfortunately we ere foreed to think differently alee
in the metter of the Hessians and of eome other forelgn troopss It in _
serboln that Congrese haw not neglected any mesns of debauching them. They
lowered thelr srms at the firet etteck, having had only seven men killed;
they ware regeived at Philadelphin more as friends then enemies; and they
mmhgcidm the prineipal streets of Philadelphin, drums hesting and flage
unfurled.
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of the american atbtack om Stalen Island on fugust 24, 1777 (VI, 30,
e oxOViii)s

The next lettsr from the Londen banker, that of Wey 28, 1777, told
that sfter the Britieh eaptured Fort Washington near New York they renaned
it Port Enypheusen in honor of the Hessian offiger of thet neme (V, 22,
ps x61f)s In & politieal pemphlet sent to the people of Bristol, Edwund
Burke wrote that this nemeé brought no charm to the ear of an Englieshman
(V, 25, p« oxxxv)e He preceded this statement by saying that he could
not be happy mrér British viotories in which names familiar to him since
his childhood vjmm among the liste of dmé and saptured, saspeclally when
they were mapsecred by the mersensriess He sdded that victmria? suoch as
thet gained by Colonsl Hall at Fort Washington, Hew York, on November 16,
1716, 414 not ceuse him to rojolee {V, 2%, pps GXXXIV-CRXAV)s

In speaking of the difficult time the minlebry had to flnance the
war, the London banker, on C}%ebw‘ 18, 1771, mentioned that they would
have a more diffiouli time getding Punde in 1778 bessuse £w1m thousand |
sore German troops had been hWired for the camsedgn of that years Thus the
total of mereemuries was raiesd to thirby-seven thousand (VI, 20; ppe
elv-clv] )« .

In hig letter of Dacember 9, 1777, the banker wondered if' the Germen
rulers would not be sorry that they had mxheusted thelr countries of eocldiers
in order Lo wege war agiaimt, the Amerioswma (VITy 3%, be 0l He want on ﬁcr

say that wany of the Hessians would vemein in Amsrice to aid in driving the

o ° George Banaroft, Higtory of tha United states of imeries from
the Discovery of the Continent (Boston: Little, Brown, and Conpany, L8793,
vQIQ ¥ Phe 5.‘{:453‘:
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English from that countrye .
' How snd then notices vhich tended tou eoriticiss the usefulness of
tho Hessiane to the Hritish osuse were priuted., One such notice was that
of the speeeh of Lord Shelbume in the Heouse of Lords on December ‘5, 17775
when he geld that he had hesrd indieputable reperts of bow a battalion of
Hegsien grensdiers, the &lite of the Germen broops, with twenby-two officers,
was vut to pleses by six bundred ;meripens defsnding a fort {(VII, 54,
pe elviil}, inobther such report was thet made by the banker on December 13,
1777« Here he reported that & certain British genersl had been killed at
more than & hundred pages sheed of the corpe of Germans wnich he commanded
and whigh he had never been able to get to follow him (VII, 34, ps ooix)e
The lstter of August 28, 1778, told of the atl.ok of the imeriecsns, Juns aé,
1778, on the rearguerd of the British, who. wers nearing Hew York after
evacuating Philadslphias an American report of the affalr sald that the
Hessians abacainwly rofused to Pight, ssying thsat it was tow warm {51y
p» Golxgiij s In the sems letter sn extract teken from snother lebter read
a8 follown:
T1 set pourtent vral que les Hesols emt déasrté par ocoupsgniss

entieres pendont tout le mois de Juin. Un en n compté jusqu' ﬁl

Alx-huih wx'xw vingt, qui ont bous d@mand& 3 Blre anvgyés dung le

pays,; ¢e qu'on leur mgcorde towjoura (XI* Pr GOLEXV Ja
snother raport congerning the friandlinew of the Hwamns to imerica waa

glven on Necember 22, 1778, Here the London banker announced that Burgmym'u

6 It isy however, true that the Heesisns have deperted by entire
compenies during all the month of Juns. ss many as one thousand eight
hundred twenty have beon counted who have all demsnded to be sent into the
sountrys This favor has alwaye baen grented them.
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troops were heing moved frow Boston to the south to save muney im'k&&ping
thems The Hessiuns in this amy were reported to be more pesgeful than
the Bnglish (XITIy ps 1xvi))e

afber a careful study of the problen of foreign e roena ries Be
presented by the iffuires, one concludes that the opposition in England
to the use of sueh soldiers was of no very grest extent. Probably a large
samount of thie @pgmitim mxﬁ more & makter of opposition to the ministry
rather than actual opposition to the uee of the mercensries. Thaet the
Parliamentsry oprosition was ralaﬁively‘ emall was shown throughout by the
emull mamber of opposition votes on proposals concerning the German goldiers.
However; the gesting of the opposition in such & formidable role by the.
Afairen was entirely in acoordenge with the umavowed but evident plam of
trying to bring sbout French aid for the Aimericenss

Prom the veporbs given in this pericdioal on the condush of the

foreign troops in Americs, it is difficult to asvertain their actusl walue

| in aiding the Britishs These reports indiests that their assistance was of
small importence. Prom the comparatively large number of foreign troops
employed, one would gonmclude thet they m}:s‘e have alded the British sonsiderably.
Hﬁmwwerg the hiring of these troops eerved to rouse the Americsns to greater
maiwammy The resson for reporting their eonduct in the wmammer used by

the Affaires was probably to discredit the English Torces and to impress

the FPrench with the govd chenoes for an American victorys

7 %ar@a Wrong, Jashingbon apd His Comrades in Arms, Vol. VII,
part 2, The ! 1e for Independences AlLlen Johnaon, editory The
Chronigles of ¢a Series, Benjamin Franklin edition (Hew Heven, Yale
Unﬁwwit.y Fmsm Wﬁl), pe 1804




OHAFTRR XXX
REQONG | LEATION

The purpowe of this shapter wili be to study the oritieiss in England
of the efferts of the government to forge the aiwericens to submit Lo Britleh
yules Speviel smphusis will be pluded on conexete proposals for wesoncilie-
thons The study will be divided inte three main sections. The first pard
will be concerned with the gemeral epposition te the war ae reflected in
debates in parlisment, in Price's pusphlet on eivil liberty, in petitions
Prom various groups, and in opinions expressed by the London banker. The
segond "seetion Wﬁ' the ohapter will disouss the pesce commission of the
Howe brothers, snd the laeh division will be n study of Lord Rorthta
oonoiliaboery propoesls M‘ 17784

general oppoeltior

17765 the Duke of @@mnmwwl oxpropsed his opinion that the Americans

) 4o the wers In the House of Lords on Merch 5,

would submit %o the British if Emgland would only sssurs tham a falr and
ecoperative government and the right to levy thelr omn taxes (I, 1, pe 56)s
Americe, he sald, was a powerful metion snd Britain should cease considerw
ing them rebele (I, 1 pe 52)s Lord Coventry seld thet mwi@m"\a natural
resources wadse her Loo grest to remein under English control. Sinee the
most fmpovrbant senneobion hetween Britain and Amerieca wes, in hie mﬁmim,

their commerce, the English should insure the fubure frienvship of the

1
Bupriy pe 8,
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imorioang (I, L, oo 58)s  Lord Cwaden ssked for haste ln reconciling the
diffioulties with the Amerisans before the ﬁwmmmg arrived there and
aroused the Auericans to s groster fighbing fury and maede reconcillatlon
impossibles It was also his opinion that the Americans would never be
happy without freecdom (I, 2, ps 1l)« Lerd Effinghsa did not believe that
England had enough troops to senquer Amerios end still defend the British
teles (14 1, pps 59-61)s Lords Oarlisle snd Talbol dissgreed with these
spoakerss Csrlisle folt thet nothing but ruin eould result for Englend
from a W%Wim of the hostilities and that suech metion would bring b
loast & morsl victery Por the imericuns (Iy 1, ppe 56~07)s Talbot eonsidered

that the lovsening of British sontrel over imerice would mesn thet the

imericsme would becowe wmore insolents Furthermore, he argued, the right
of texation must rest with the soverelgn (I, 1y pps G253 )

In the House of Lords on ¥ereh L4, 1776, the Duke of Grafton
presented n mobion to addrese a resolution to the Kings Aecording %o thia
potition; the King was to prosise the Amerisens a suspension of warfare
until they sould present & petitionm of righte and grievances and Farliament
could examine snd reply bo this petition. In suppert of his wotion Grafton
sald thet Parlisment should give up the Ldea that Americe must be forged
to submit unvonditicnally. He ales laid before the Lorde the threat of a
wor with Frenoe snd Spain (1, 3 ppe 20-28)s The Duke of Richumond sharged
thet all efforte bo weceneile the dispute falled becsuse the minlebyy refused
to negobinte with Congress when that bedy was the only one shlch hed subhority

to nonduct negotintionss He promised e eupyort the complete use of force

2 Suprmy pos TeBe
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1P Grafbon's resolublion were presented to the Americens snd they refused
1t (Tp 5y ppe 39-85) Lord Sandwich replied that the use of foree was the
only just method of treabnent for Aneries (I, 3y FQ 38)s  Lords Hillsborough
and Litileton deolared that Britein's sovereignty inocluded the power of
taxabion of the oolomlen (L, % pie 40-BL snd BO-BO)s Littleton edded
that & vessstion of hostilities would enly sewve to give the solonles Line
to provide for added resietence (I, % ppe %@«&%jg Lord Shelbume replied
to these assertions by saying thet the power of tametion should reside In
the colonies (I, %y ps 92)s

In the House of Comrons on Avyil 30, 1776, Mre Wilkes wale & highly
anotional speeeh in whioh he deoried the inhunen efforts of the Britlsh to
bresk the indomitable splrit of freedom of the ivericane; theiyr brothers
(1T, 7o poe 45-44)s  On Hay 6y Bdound Burke. eaid ih&t averybhing thet
Lord Horth's miniebry had done tonded teo brimg msericen independence nearer
reality (IIy 93 3)s On Hay 9, Lord Hayor fawbridge of Londen proposed %o
the Commons theb Americs should be organised o the seme buels as Irelsnd
with respest to taxation and intermsl adwinisbrstion (11 Yp 21)s Administra-
%ion supporters replled that befors thie oould be done the rebelliom in
tmerics had to be put down (IXy 94 28)s

rfber the address of the King Lo the epening session of Ferllemeut
enrly in Movember, 1776y the House of Lords debated ow the responses The
Eing had steted hie imm@ﬁ&imm‘m& pareying on the war wntil the jsericuns
pubmitted (11T, 12, ppe xlvi-l]de The varquis ol rockinghum proposed &
somtrary addvess which meked the King to offer the Americens & eoneilistory

propopal designed to reesteblish peace mnd unlon between the twe eountries,
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This address laid the blame for the revolt on the shoulders of the NHorth
mintobry (X1, 12, ps ly}g In the ﬁebatlw‘a on this proposal the Duke of
Richmond eaid that he sew no ghance of recohcilistion except through
British recognition of American independence {III, 12, ps iviij)s Lord
Cardiff sharged the Awmericans with ingretitude snd sald that the Devlaration
of Indspendente did nobt hawe the consent of the peoples He laid the bleme
on Hansook snd Ademe {IXT, 12, ppe Ivi=lvij)s The contrary address proposed
by Rockinghsm wae registerad under the title of & pretest and pigned by
twelve members of the opposition (III, 12, ps 1xiv)s In the House of
Commons at the same time George Johustone, later one of the commiseionsrs
for rwmsiiimion, mmnad'}tm minietry of foreing imerics to make the
peclaration of Independenwe {IILy 12, ps lm j ﬂ

The London banker's letter of Emvaé:bar 174 1771y reported & speech
of Lord Gﬁatham to the House of Lorde. In this addresa Chatham asked that
& proposal be made to the King for a tessation of hostilities in imerica
(YIT, 323 ps lxix)s On the sase day I.arc'l Grenville propoesd, in the House.
of Commonay thet s petition be fncluded in the address to the King esking
him to stop the hostilities (VII, 32, ps lxxi})s Qolonel Johnston expressed
his hope for & settlement on the basis of eonditions ae they wers in 1760,
Korepver, he felt that the vhole Britipgh cause was wrong if such fine generals
as thoy had could not win the war (VIIy 52, pe lxxii])e ﬁ:awawn iord
North insisted thet Parlisment could mot think of penve until victory was
assured (VII, 32§ pv lxxvi)s

The banker's letter of Desember 12, 1777, printed the condemnatlion
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of imeritsn sonduct by former Governor Pownall of Nass:chusstts, In spite
of thie condemnstiony Governor Pownall felt that coercion was impractical
and that the only thing remsining to do was to recognize imericsn independence
and o build up & union emiah&ﬁg‘on‘traatimarand g reciproeity of interests
(VII; 54, ps 61)s The same letter told of Lord Chatham's sppeal of
December B, 1777, in the House of Leorda for the reosll of every mmﬁ;w
Prom Ameviva (VII,; %4, pe -olv])e ‘DLord Littleton, supporting the ministry
ng always; replied that the Americans would mock the British 1f,thé'traapa
wera withdrewn before the negotiationm of pesce (VIIT; 34, ps elvils

Parther on, in this seuwe letter of December 12, 1777, the London

banker reported the debates in the House of (ommons on Necember 10+ One
metbary Yilkes, asked for a revosation of all acts conterning Americe which
hed been pesesed eince 1765 (¥II, 34, ps elix)s Lord Nerth replied that he
wag sure the next yeor would find Ameries Poreoed to sogept British conditions
and that then wes not the time for such & proposal as that by wilkes {VII,
B4, pe 4lx)s¢ In the debsates on edjournment Lord North added thet he believed
that Amerion did not wish to arbitrate, while Burke insisted thet Amerlca
would be ready Por reconsiliation whem Lord North and his friends were ready
te ssorifice vhat wasg walledltha‘righﬁ and supremd subthority of England |
(V1T 54, ve ¢lxi))s Lord Horth further assured the Qommons that 4£ he sew
that the nabtion oould not bear the expenses necesaary 40 continue the war,
he would make peaseful overtures to imerisa (VII, 5%, pv olxiv)s The Duke
of Riehmond insisted that Britain wes in no condition to eonquer imerica
and thet she must forget all praténﬁiana to supyemacy and must recognize
the independence of the colonies as a besis for negotimtion (VII, 34,

pps clxix~clxg)e



The reporte on these debetes in Parlisment make 4t appear that the
oprosition wae in & strong vopitions Howewer, most of the speeches; sp
reported here, wers mede by & camparatively emall number of mens The

ffuireg printed & large percentage of the specthes wade by the members.

of the oppowition perty while printing very few of the remarks of the
supporbteres of the mim\atryu It 18 aleo worthy of note that the oprosition
wore united in their '_dammdp»i‘wk peageful sebtlement of the dispute bhut
could offer no plens for achieving this result,

In }776 there sppesred in ¥ngland & pemphlet entitled Qbservations

on the Neture of Oivil Liberty, on the Principles ﬁg,&ewmméng » 8nd on

khe Justice ond Tolicy of the Tar with Ameries. This pumphlet wes written

by Richard Pw;mf’ Doctor of Theology and member of the London Royal
Boeletys This weiting shtsined & grest desl of fame in fngleand; especinlly
smong those who opposed the war with Ameriess The Pirst mention mede of
this punphlet in the iffaires was in the Jourmel of Volume I« Here was the
report of the proceedings of the mssembly of the Bast Indis Company on
Harek 1%y 1776 Lord Saxhy intreduged a resolutdon Lo offer thunks to
Dootor Price for the Observationss 7The Feet India Compeny wae anxious o
stop the war M@maé of the hare beling done to ite commerce, The gquotations
nads fron the pamphlet et this plsace were those relebing largely to finance.
One mentionad Britsin's inestimeble loss of trade with imerice. Ab this

time the apeenbly passed two resolublons on this subjedsts Th& first wan

5 Of+, Elizebeth Peters, "The imerican Revolution as Seen in he
Gazette de %mgdo {(1774-63),% ({unpublished Maeter's Yhesin, Kensas state
Teaﬁh«wa TGollege of Emporia, 1938), pe 524
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to thank Dostor Price and the other to grant him sn snouity of fifty pounda
wbarling (X, 3, pps 9~18)« Ancbher vefersnoe.bo Frice's pauphlet wag mede
by Charles Pox in the debates of ¥ay 22, 1776, in the Houss of Qomuonss
Fox felt thet Price had opensd the syes of the public to the lmminent ruin
of Great Britein (11T, 11, pe 18)

The iffaives later primbed the pemphlet in itae entireby (III, 1 e~y

pos 454231 A% this polnt the editor expressed his opinion thst this
writing was highly appliesble o the Affairest diecnssions of conditiong
in England end Americs hegsupe the Américan Deglaration of Independence
followed Price's politionl dootrine and even copied saus of hls sxpreseions
(1114 12, pe 1&2};; In his pemphlet Noctor ‘Prﬁ,m gpent & gra&t‘éw}. of tine
digouseing the righte of ’tiﬂw coloniess In all cases he found Britein's
side of the gusrrel to ba Mj,mm His plan ui?‘ memcili&tim, givén? neay
the end of his owsay, war the spno as one which the banksr sald was proposed
in the Rouwe of Lordas by the Count of She . burme. The plan involved the
repeal of the troublesome laws, the reserwation for inglond of the right
Ho regulste sommerce, and the resognition of and nid in the peyment of‘
the British pstional debb by all parts of ﬁhm_wmpiw {111, L4, pps 206-209).
Prom time to time thé Affaires printed pebitione from various groups |
to the Kings These pstitions ususlly had thelir origine in the Pinencial
effectn of &m war on the pstitioning groupss The firet waes the petition

of ¥arch 22, 1776, by the meyor, aldermen, snd common council of Lcmdoma

1* .
- Bupréy ps 10
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This request to the King set Lforth the poor gtate of the home defenses,
the loss of rationsl oredit, the o.lemities which might result from the
use of the mercenary soldisve, mnd the loss of business ag a rwul‘h oft
the war in smerice (I, 5, ppe 16-17) Conevrning the fmericans the
petition ntabeds
81 on leur assure la joulszance paiseble de leur mhw%m
elles consentent & nous continuer tous les aventages d'un
somneree exclusif et régulier, auquel nous avons 844 lmmgw“b@mﬂ %
reciwablan de nobre agmlamw et de notre pmspériw (14 55 s l&s). }‘
”I’ha King, 8 reply 1o this pem.hion stated in effeeh thet it was nawasary
that Americe be foreed 40 submit (I, 54 PPe 1S>-2€}).
’I‘he next patit.‘mn reported on the eubjaet of vonciliation was one
of pmiae and support for the progrom 8s emducted by the ministers
(11, 6; pps 44-45), However, thism peti'bion from the mayor, sheriffs,
commont vouncll, merchantso; husfmésamaﬂ, and principel inhabit.antim of
Cork, Irsland, was mér@'ly used by the aditom to introduce the report of
snother petition f'mm the inhmbmmts of the 8ame eity. The first petition,

whiah appeared in thm London Gmrt mmm, wag discussed in the following

manner by the editor of the :ffairesi "Elle rappelle liidée de ¢e pldant
de 1'antiquitd qui portoit une brique dung- 86 poche coume 'un vﬁehamtilwn
de ea muieon (IXy Gy oa %)‘"5 Thue the editor felt that the firet

5 If they (is8s, the Amerigane) are sesured the pesceful enjoyment
of thelr charters, they will ponaent to continue wiih us all the adventages
of a regular and exclusive commerce to which we have long hesn indebted for
our wealth and prasperitys

6 It recalls the idee of that pedmnt of entigquity who curried s
Brick in bhie pocket ae a gpample of hie houses
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pobibion was not 2 £air sample of the opinions of the reeidents of Corks

~ The pecond petition from Cork, that of the inhebitente, wao still
in the formetive stage when it wes rﬂparnad,tﬁjthm Mfaires by a letter
off April 1%, L1776, from Cork. This address was to bo entirely the opposite
of the preweding one wade by the leaders of the olty end was to recuest the
King %o uee nothing axaépﬁ‘amna&l&atary'mmthoda in dealing with Americe
(1I5 64 pe #5)s It was probably this same petition which was presented
on May 9*‘&?7$@tc»thﬁrﬁing by Liord ﬁ&ddletan, Oolonel Barré} and Edmand
Burke in the name of a group of rﬁa&d&nt# of gorke (IX, 9,'pﬁ¢‘a@wa?}}_ Thiae
f addregs pomplaimed of the lewa‘ef'trﬁ&alwiﬁh Americs, of the harm done to
the national hemor by the introdustion of mercenary h#agpa into the war,
and of the destruetion of wmeritime towns in mmericas Thelr own loss of
business in the ¢loth-naking industry was great and Ireland was left almoet
without defense begsuse so many Lroops were in Aweriea, it wis saids These
pampia feared theb 2mericen privateers would destroy Irish coaatal'towna
Lo avenge the dam&rﬂﬁtﬁam of American maritime awmm@nitiam by the Britisha

In his letter of May 4, 1776, the London benker quoted fram Thoras

Faine's gggggﬂ,gggg§ﬁ7 Ammng_tha quotetions given wers the following:
“précher la réeammiliaﬁimn, stest pr8sher uns dootrine dangareuma X A

{1, 1, Px 85)« and "Le pp&y&i@ga de pous gouyvernar noe-nmes est le

7 GEvy Carl Lotus Backer, The Eve of the Amarican Revolutiony Vol.
Vii, p&rt 1, The struggle for Independencss FLlen Jobnaon, mditor, The
Chroniolea af Americs Seriss, Benjamin Frunklin edition (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 19187, pa 250

8 To preach reconciliation is to presch o damgexaua docbring « + + »
(1r844 Lor Amorios),
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droit neturel (Y, 1, v 87 };"9 In his letter of June 5, 17756, the banker
reviewed Paine's whole pemphlet (X, 4, pps ¥%~10% ),

The lebter of June 4, 1776, reported the King's wessage to Farliament.
The King demanded that the imsricsns bs brought to somplete submiesion end
paid that the interest and wall-being of the whole empire hinged on the
outoome of this war. The benker considered this to mesn that when Amerios
was defeated the taxes recelved from that counkry would ease the tmx_'dan on
the rest of the empire (I, 3, pps 8560 )

On September 27, 1776, the banker presented his belief that a ruined
seemerea was inevitable for Britain if the war ccmﬁimad (IT4 9, pe 7O
4 few pagss later he expressed great hopes for peace (II, 9, p» 78)s Hows
ever, in his following letter of Ootober 8, the henker sald thet he had
changed hie mind about the possibility of pesces Now he coneidered that
the war might go on for seversl years (11, 10, p. 65 )

The banker, on October 21, 1776, reprinted an article entitled

Observations d'Arstus sur 1'Etst des Affeires. After lisiting the errove
made by the ministry in the condust of the war snd after desoribing the
impracticsbility or even the imposeibllity of conguering imerica, the
writer of this article said thet the only way Britain could bontima to
rea: benefits from Americe would be to stop the war end msk America to

become simply an_'ally of Britsin. Thus banded together, these two nations

7 The privilepe of governing mxrwlvaa.ﬁ.n the natural right.
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would form the grestest rower on surth (11T, 11, pre xviij-xix ji :

In this ssme letter he alpo expressed his bellef that all hepe of
resoneilistion had venieheds He pointed out that the Pennsylvanis Assembly °
hady in Mgusty 1776, declered its adhesion to the Deslaration of Independence
(111, 11, pe wooiij)e smericsn governmental documents were agein mentloned
in the letter of Fobruary 24, 1777+ Hers it wae reported thet the Articles
of Confederation hed been well received in Lendons Vany who had lost
their friendship Por fmsrica with the Deslarution of Independence wers seid
to have regainsd 1t with the Artlgles of Confederations Thers was esld 30
bs inereasing favor Por the idea that Britaln would do far better to nake
sliles of the imericens then o try to eonquer thew {(IV, 17, ppe Mii-lv)s

Tith regard to the vumpaign of 1777 in smerica the banker stated
his belief that the miniskry was awers of the Pect thet if nothing decisive
ware produssd in the sonquest of /meries, nothing could be hoped for from
later efforts. Thus their task would bz to end the war under the basd
gonditions obtainable and to recognize merisan independence and make the
e ricans allise of Britains. PThe banker appearad serbaln that wmost of the
supporters of independence in smerien thought that Prance would ald them
andy 1F such wers not the gase, they would ﬂé@) be willing to sgeent the
genditions set forth by Britein (V, 24, pps coxxiv-ocxuxv)e |

" In his letter of gust M, L777, the London benker said that his
hope of a yeor before for & prompb reconsiljstiom ow Bn enrly coniuest wme
now gone and thet he expevted a general war (VIy 26, pps j~1J)s HNow his
hope was that the imeriguns mﬁld rejeot all offers of alliance with a
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people who had sworm to subject or exterminste them (VI 26, ps vij)s
This seme letter printed an article entitled H6flexione d'un Obeervetenrs
The objest of this writing wes to show the velue of = spimple union of
interegtd botwgen Britein and Ameriea and the harm whiech would eome te
Britein i¥ imerica m:ada such an allience with rival powers of GWM '
Britatn (VI, 26, ppe vitj-wxiijds . The banker believed thet Benjemin
Franklin had written this artiele (VI, 26, pv viid)s

In the letter of Detober 18; 1777: the banker gave a disoussion of
Amarm&n‘ eredit and comgerces Here he showed the nevessity of British
cantrol aver Awerican ccomerce which «éaa gure to grow rapidly es time
rasiged (VI 29y ppe oxxv-oxliij)s A cemparison of the eredit of Britain
snd the fméricen shates was sholly faverable to Ameries (VIe 29y pps oxlifj~
olv)s Finslly, the banker; on February. 8y 1778, doubted that theve was
any possibility thet the Amerigens could be induced bo rencunce independenece
and return to the Britieh Pfolds This econld ‘hmvg been dena, the banicﬁr
heliewed, vt the beglming of the cuarrel when the limericans would have
glven Farlisment the option of elther sontrolling iseriecan commerce or
taxing the mmerican pesple (VII, 36, pps seolw-eoclile

The Howe pesce pogw
London bankerts letters served & purpose migh the seme as do modern

isplonsy The famg;mﬁg; disenssion shows that the

gditoriakey; thaet of expressing opinicns instesd of sup lying newss ALl

other comments by the London banker on reconcilistion are releted to

#ither the Howa pesce pomaission or Lord North's conoiliatory proposels
and will be distussed wher: they applys It was in these letters from the

banker t.hay the announcement of the gmrxbmg; of peace commissions to the
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Howe brothers was nmede (I, 3%, ps T0)s These commissions were bassd on
Parliementary maclutionm of Pebruary 20, 177%s The sarliest date in

the iffsires concerning the grenting of thewe conmissions vame im the

journal of Volmme IX« Here umder the date of ¥ay 2, 1776, Governoxr Tryon
of Hew York provinos wrote & letier from his ship in Me&ith' River Lo Dawld
Habthews, meyor of Hew York Olty. The lebter wes printed in the New York
Gagebte. It m%aéd the psople Lo embrace the chance to submlt which wmas to
be offered them by the Kingls amﬁ.miemm (114 By pps 29-720%

On ¥ay 5; 1776, the comission nasing Lord and Gensral Howe
sormiasioners of the King to grant pardens to thope Americaps who would
lay down their arms revelved the approwel of the King (Il 8; p» 61)s Um
¥ay ¢ in » speech to the House of dmmﬁ Edmund Burke belittled the
commissione given to the Howes (XX, 9, pbs 29«30} On the following day
in the Houss of Lords, bhe Duke of ¥anchester smyloywd smuch the eame
progedure when he stated that the Howss would do no geod If they had only
the right to pardon. The imericens, he paid, would nobk esek pardonss He
further stabed thet Britein might soon be asking Aneries's pardon if
conditions comtimed as Shey had been (11, 9, prs 40-41)

The following reports show that the plan to have the Howe brothers

recpiys subrinsions from fhe imericens war mot generelly known, On Fay 22,

10

George Banoroft, gigtzom of the United States of jmerice from Lhe
, very of the G’azxt-imnt. 8 voles (Boston: LiLLie, Brown, GnA COMPRIY ,
; 9 2 v?ﬁm Vs Da
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1776, im the Houss of Gommona, General Conway movad that the King be
requested Lo communicate to the Jouse the instructions glven to thea Howaw
(137 114 pre B5-6)s He chargad that North'ls miniai'.ry hed not allowed any
of the ganplaints of the colonies early in the diepute to reach eithar
the Ying or Parliament (III, L1, j» 6)s Wo taxation unless there was
repropenbation; he sald, vwaa the keystonme of the Britlsh political orgenize-
tionj yet the only erime of the Americans wes to insist upon this (III,
11, ps 8)s Oonway wondered how Parliament could aid in sonduciing the
nagwﬁié%iane with jmerigs if it did not know the bases of negobtlistion
(111, 11s ps 9)s Lord North's answer was that it was sgainet all polleies
of the administration to disclose te Parlisment the insbructions given te
the commissioners (III, 11, ppe 13-14); Ddound Burke insisted that it wes
Pavrliament's businees to know what was happening (111, 11, ppe 34-15)s Fox
doubted that the amimianam had sny powar expept Lhat of carrying everys-
where the sword, Pire, and desolatdom (JIXs 11, »dpe 15«16)s Adeve, &
member of the House of Cowmong, declared thet he expected no sugoess to
pome Prax this pesce commisslon {11, 11, ppe 10~17)s Pinally, Lord George
Germain, the secretery in gharge of the depnriment of Mmerics, mrope and
ghated that the instructions to the Hawaé,allewad thew only to reveive
subnipsions (11X, 11, pe 18}« BGolonel Bar+§ closed the debate by saying
thet Lord snd General Howse, great asthey vere in thelr resp otive i‘mma,
were mot the proper nen to earyy on a coneilistory commission (I¥T, 11,
"""" 1%3-1‘3? j« The motion of Genersl Conway requesting the Foweg! im*bmutima
was rejected (I11, 11, ps 20)s This sene ingident was reported in. the

London banker's letter of June 4, 2776 (Iy 35 pos TOT4)s
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Sometime in Vay, 1776, the ministyry sent new instructions to Lord
and Ceneral Howe ovdsying them to subjugute the colonies one by one sand bo
receive the submissions of those disposed to recognize the King's suthority.
Those towng whoss inhabitants persisted in their rebelllion were Lo be burned
(VI, 264 pe Ble |
- How grea% the chences were for the Howes' pesce conmiselon to succesd
were ghown by two reports givén-in the Journal of Volume Vie The first
L WS ghﬁt'ﬂf ag ant‘@aaaad April 16, Y776, by the general assembly of South
Carolinm. This act forbade ull communiestlon with the emisparies of the
Kings 3uch‘parsumﬁrcmuld nagotiate with CGongress only. If théy eame o
‘.Sauﬁh ﬂ&rglin& they could not remain there more than fn?tynaighﬁ hours
(Vz,ﬂgﬁ,ippq i8~87 )» The second roport wé; of a apsech uade by Chisf
Justice Willimminraytou of Seuth Carolina tn’hia grand jury, April Eﬁ,
1776+ He sbabed thet there could be no reconciliation as lcng as the
navigation aote remuined on the books or ag leng aé Sritish troops. and
fortifiestions remained in Auexiea (VI, 29} me 1197,  inother report having
& beuring on this subject wae made by the benker on June Gy 1776+ Hore wae
given & labter of Lpril 15, 1776, from Philadel hims Thie lebtter reoported
that Congrees was awaltiog the arrivul of the ﬁ&muiaaiwn@rw o see iF Aﬁmriaa
could eount on an honorahle submission. I not, Congress had declded upon
2 deglaration of independenge (I, Js on P2)a .

The letber of June 15, 1776, reprinted a di.logue entitled ko

ﬁéa@naglia%ﬁmn, Nhalorue entre is pere ot Ja £ille (I, By pie &7@@2)w The
mother in‘ﬁhia dialogue represented Ingland and the deughter was praeridas

Cumuenting on the dinlogue, the banker said, "Dieu weuille que les commissions
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conoiliatoires ne servent pas plutdt % le reculer qu'h_l‘avumam“u
Apparently the banker's hapa’f‘w the a\wéaaa of* *bha Howee in ‘chie erk
w8 no graatar than the hapem of many sf the mezbers of Emliammm

It was in June of 1776 that tm Howss mtarted work on the wxmﬁ.liatary
mi & eion. Repar-‘oa to be given later indicaw that it wae Lord Howe, admiral
of ‘His l&;!ajnw’ﬁy“‘a fleet in A‘amariéa, who wae doing most of the works, Th&aé
réparts aleo show whet suceess, or lack of iﬁ, wes achieved, The bxm}mr'n
letter of :?:‘eptembar 27, 1776, printed news teken from a Viréinia DEDET.
This newg told that Mmira}. Howe a;;p«mraé qff the aoest of Vasaachusebta
June a{}‘janﬁ wrote & oirgular letter to the various British provineial |
go‘va}mm‘ Heé steted his mission ag peace ﬁmiaaiomf and saked ‘bhm‘tw
‘ wize&e ‘his deélaﬁatim of ’parﬂona mblic, On Sunduy, July 14, 17?6,; Lord |
Hwem zam & letter to aaarge 'ﬁmahingtan put 1t wes refused. asaomi
affom o:’ July 16 to reach %shington also was refused bmauw it wzaa
addresaed 40 him as & mmw gliizen rather then as comr\:&marninwcmw
of the army. Congress, on July 19, 1775, mp Wmtﬂd *:aahinghan’a mtim in
refusing the letter {IX, 9, pos 75«»?7%

Wore abmﬁ this same case was mpmrt.ad in the banker's maitt lettar,
that of Oetober 8, 1776« The barﬁcar quoted from & letter of Lord Howe im

Lord germsin on the subject of his aff‘wtga toward peace in fmerics, Howe

n ¥ey @od grant that the ‘conciliami‘y comnlsslone not serve to
retard rether then Lo advance it (1.0, reconcliliation).

12 0fsy George "rong, Nashington and His Qomraden in Arae, Vol.s ¥IXs
part 24 The . ﬁ“&mggla for Independences Allen Jobneon, sditors The Ghronicles
of smerivs Yeriss, Benjamin Franklin edition (Maex Yaven: Yale University
Tress, 19317, poe 86874
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apparently hed little hope thut hils wehsages would reach tha g,cmérmm Lo
whom they were addressed. The bunker aéﬁad that it would have done no gotd
if they hed. He further bersted Howe for not sdiressing "fwhingtm ;;;‘rm;mrly. '
Howe had reported that the fhode Telend govermment -romised Lo send a copy
of hie éﬂ*&lammm te Congrees. This, the banker Ffall, was &nnﬁhm' arroy
booewes (ongress was the only bm&& with which the Dritish could mégpmmm
therefore the original dwmmﬁm shoald have bsen addressed 4o it. ",i‘hw;a
banksr ended this report wﬂh facetious ramarks about offering pii'r"ﬁmﬁﬁﬂﬁo
troops which ths Britieh Peared to attsok (11, 10, pra 67-70)s

The letter of Hovember 8, 1778, reporbed the debabes mentioned
garwiwaiy on the subject of a raply to the Xing's msesage nt the opening
of Parlisment, In the House of Oumnons during this debate Oolonel Darré
asked whut cenditions of sonciliation the ministry had of fered to Mmerica
(X115 32, »s lzxv)e Lord North replied by reading the proclamstion which
Lerd Howe had sddressed to the provineial govermore (I1Y, 12, pe lxxvi)s
Lord @@mrg@‘wmam l'aléwzz&d ”’-th:’mgmn for the fallure of Howa's ;;_;mpdwm
(XH, 12, pe lmxix)s ‘!‘ﬁwé prépﬁmlm worg printed in this gpane letter and
a gtudy of them showed that nothing was offered iserica in retura for its
subaigsion (111, 12, ooe buxlxelxa)s

Pn Hovember %0, 1776, the Howes published another ;)r‘aelaazaﬁxatlﬁ;mn in
vhish they Invited the communitiss and individuals of the varlous provinces
to ask for the purdon of the King {111y 14, p» olxix). On Harch 18, 1777,
the banker reprinted a lebter from Lord Howe to Benjamin Frenklin. Howe
wrote mm he desirved a epeedy veconellistlon of the troubles betwe mn Angrica

and Britein. Howsvery he wssid that Britain must Pirst be sssured of a
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gontiranoe of her monopoly on Americen commerce (IV, 15, pps exxav)-
oxxxvii))s Franklin's wplyw wae that Howe was only weeting his time
trying to reooncile the dispute on the basis of American submimsion. The
erueltles perpetrated by the British in Americe had destroyed every mpark
of affection for Britain and had rendered submission impossible. Frenklin
voncluded with the statement that Britain might negotiste with America as
with any other foreign nation and in deing s» might conclude & treaty of
pence before the imericans amtmat.ad a foreign allisnce (1Y, 1&; e
exxxviij~exlil}). fnother letter received in London £rom Franklin gave
the same idea that peace was impamiblé on the basis of conmplete sub=
miselon (IV, 18; pe olxxii))e

| This ssme letter from the London banker reported ﬁm‘b signed and
sealed pardons distributed by Governor Tryon in New ’iwic had becowe wn
artiele of commerce in that regions Those Max‘icmé who had affairs to
conduet in the British lines bought them and then went where they pleased,
The wminleterial newspapers had listed the nases of a large number of rebele
who had come 4o New York t¢ receive the pardors acgorded them by Lord Howe's
proeleamations The banker added that not a person of known importence or
wenlth was emong those pardoned (IV, 10, p« clxxiv).

On April 30, 17774 the banker reported that General Hows had asked

“ashingbon for & suspension of srms but that Yashington refused (IV, 20,

pre Gexliv)e In this same month, on Aipril 2, 1777, the bauker had stated

1 Offv, Peters, op. gita, ps 474
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that the Declaration of Independence had destroyed &ll hope of reconcilim-
tion and that Britain would have to treal America es an equel from then on
(I¥; 194 pecxaiv)e

On Way 30, 1777, Lord Chatham, taken very ill, made sn appearance

in the House of Lords proclaiming thet the ruin of Britein was near:

o—— o

contreire on ne 1s geses pas aur le ohemp, 1'Angleterre va 8tre
perdue sens reasources La plus prompte réooneiliasbion entrs les
/mbricains eb leur Vere-patrie, esh le ssul moyen de sslut qui

81 on 'obstine % poursuivre ls guerrs de 1'Amériuues ai au

Iui reste, Tout d4lal ne fMt~il, gque de six semeinse, rendra
cette réconciliation impossible (V, 22, ps xeviij).*t ‘

Lord Chatham cenézured bitterly the so-~salled full powers glven to the :‘ﬁw;c
brothers to negotiste with the Americans, He stated that nothing was more
sbeurd than to ;#retland to amiquar such a vast gcountry with & few Englieh
and German soldlers. He magia seversl more obpervetions on the refusal of
Farlisment to receive petitions from the Americens and upon the insufiicliency
of the commissions given the ﬂowm; Ho fimally proposed an &ddméa to the
i{.ing a‘sking him to take steps Loward s prompt recomcliliation and a radr@sé '
of the grievances set forth by the Americans {(V, ‘32;, ppe xeviijwxeix),
tfter sone debate Chathem intafpratﬁd his motion, By & prompt redress of
grievances he meant that Parliement should revoke immadiately all agts
which were designed to punish the Americans (V, 22, pe ciij)s The motion

was rejected (V, 22, p. oiv)s

14 If the war with Americs is carried on obstinstely and, 4f on

the contrary, it 1s not etopped lmmedistely, Englend is going to be lost
without regourse., The most prompt reconeiliation between the 2merloans
and their mother country is the only saving measure remsining. Any delay,
be it of only six weeks, will render such raconcilistion impossible.
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The last report in the Affeirss concerning the commission of the
Howes was in the henker's letter of June 10, 1777 Here was a reprint
of & pamphlet sent by Hdmund Burke to his constituents in Bristol., He '
said theb the only way to retain Ameriecs was to rencunce cmm:)iiewly al‘i
efforks Lo force the Americens to eulmit (V, 23, pe oxxxix)e Farther on, |
he wrote with disgust of the comsiseion glven to the Howes 4o reestablieh

pesce by obbtaining submissions (¥, 2%, pe oxlij)a.

Lord North's eanciliatory proposal. These commissions held by the
. Howes were worthless bacaunee m’ching w#a offered to the americuns to induce
them %0 return te British sontrol. The next propeosal to be discussed, that
‘maée by Lord North in 1778, was ﬁeb quitca; as hopeless #e was the Howe
sttempts It eppromched the process of reconeilistion in the right menner
even though it was m&da too lstes, This proposal ceused & gmut deal of
surprise in Englends The London banker, however, had forecasbed that such
an offer would be made ;xlmuut & month and & hal? before the arnouncement
was made in Parliement (VII, 35, pe B0X)e |

The propusal made by Lord North c.ontaines:l\ thres polntss: Firet, the
House of Commons should, on February 19, 1778, form iteelf into & committes
of the whole to prepare & bill to renounce totally any taxation of imarioce.
Thie was $0 be done on the condition that the colonies agree to contribute
to the British troasury a maémhle smount to help defray the expenpes of
govermment and to pay for protestion. BSecond, five comissioners ehould
be sppointed to negotiste in Aweriocn for peace. Third, a cessatlon of'

arms, should the commissioneres deem it advimable, should take pluge and
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last until the Mpifatim of the commissions Lord North explained thet

#ll this meent that the Hassschusetts charter, which had been revoked in

1774, would be ragﬁémd, that all mots which hed been designed to punish

the colonies would be rvepealed, and that the a@miém&mam could negotiate
vith any body in suthority end suspend any trmm@gma lava (VI 36, .

Phe melxiij»emlm_v)* He further stated that he would have the comissioners
negotiate with imerica as with an independent nation with no ddscussion of
the quastion‘ of independence until all other A PPioulties were settled,

His hope was that a union similar to that ’b@rwe‘an drem’. Aritain and Scotland
sould be sffected (VII, 36, pe ucaixv)» L(/ )

.

In the debate following Lord North's proposal %x gave hisg su ppam"/
to the proposition although he expressed regret that it had not been \\kriwwd
three years earlier when fdmund Burke had suggested s wimilar onas ﬂé

added a note of unessiness to the debate by amging; his belief that an
alliance between France snd the thirteen calomiss had slreedy been completed
{VIls 36, ope ccelxv;}mmlxvij)» It was agreed unanimously by the Mmm&
that Lord North'e propeeal should be given caroful mmidumﬁm (VI:, 3y
ps toclxviij)s The banker's comment WM; ”‘{v’?ui est~ce qui ne voit point
que son intérat est de diviaef les ‘mérigaine et de leur faire perdre le '

mémant le plue favorable gu'ils ayent eu dsne oette guerre . « « (VIIy 36,

Ds caclxx}.”'m He further stated:

%¥ha sennot see that his interest ls to divide the ‘mericens
and to make them lose the most favorable moment that they huve had in
this war « « » #
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‘Je erolrols encors que tes projets &'errangesent .« « « seront
rejottése » « « lo Congrhs général . , + certoinement exigers ces
trois conditions prélimineires--gue toutes les simfes ok encudres
solent retirde, qu'il soit formd un nouvesu Marlement, et que le
Windetbre soit changé dans w2 totslité, pour volr ensuite, s'il
peub y avolr lisu, B un Tradbé de voammerce et dlanitié entrs deux
soours parfaitement indépenduntes l'une de Lteutrs, et partagdes
de menlere entr'elles gue toutes les espérances solent du odté de la
radette, tandis quiil ne raa&g a Mainde aue ss dberfpitude (VII
B8, Dpa oaalxxij~aaalxxii3)‘ |
This pome letter of bhe banke r e&rried the rﬂprint of thm bille intrmduued
into Parlisment to cunfwnn to the proposals outlined by Lord Horths One
of hheﬂe billm pr@vidad for the commissioners snd set up thair powere,
end the other mbolishaé the taxation of the colonimss Roth followed
elossly Lord North's auggawtiona (VI1, 36, ppe ooclmeiij-ccelxow))e
In his next letter, dated Pebruary 21, 1778, the banker noted that
no risee in stocks and bonds had developed in the four deys since Lord
Nerth had made hie proposal. He beliaved thie to be a sign that the publie
had little conflidence in the sucoess of the pesce plun. He again at&tad
his bml&ar thwt the pesgs yrapasihiuna would bs raj&&taﬁ {IX, pre j*ij)n
in s paatseript of Pebruary 26; 17?8, wa.g r&prin&ad a letter from the
banker's merican anrraﬁpandmntn Tha aorraapomdant remarked thet Lord
Horth'e peace propmmallwma merely an almission thet Britain's resourges

wers exhauated, an adniseion which surprised no ones He wrote that the

16 1 think, then, that these concilimbtory projects ¢ « » will be
rojecteds «» » « Uongress will sertainly demand these three preliminary
oonditions~~thet all srmies and navel sgquesdrons be recalled, thet a new
Parlisment be formed, and that the ministry be changed entlrely. Then,
1 4% oan beke place, & drenty of commerce end Lfrisndship betwesn two
perfectly independent alsters oun be conmidered. The gqualitles of these
elaters are so divided thet all the hopes ure on the slde of the younger
while nobthing except her decrepitude remnins for the elder,
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Azerioans would never give up independence. The gorrespondent svened to
feal that Lord Rordh mede his gaécnzmml mﬁiy&ftm* he discovered that a
French~Anericun a‘kl‘ima wap nesr (IX, pps xmr--ﬁmviij);

The progrose af the consiliatory bills throwgh Parlisment was repld.
On Maveh 3y 1778, the announosment was made that after nearly fifiteen days'
'dimum;mm ?L‘.ham two billa were vaa&dw The elforte of the opposition to
repeal all of the wels which led to the peparation of Englend and Anmerioca
wors unsusoeaaiuls However, may‘d.m aucosed in repealing the tex on tes
(1%, ’pc“mxﬁcx)z« The taneiliatory billﬁf wore printed by the Affalres at this
point (IX, ppx XEX-xxxVi])a '

In the House of Lords on Margh '5, i??&,f the Duke of Richmond said
that Lerd North's bills to restors senoe would do dbaqlumly no good if the
firsy step wers not to withdraw British trocps, Lord suffolk felt thet
imerica phould firet give ug; its Declaration of Independence (IX, pe 113 e
On Mareh LG, 1778; in the House of Qommons, Fox called Lord Nerth'a proposal
an sbgurd ome, bul North defended himself by suying that his g;re;)amitimﬁa‘
would oause Congress to refuse o raﬁii’y the French alliance (I, pe oxlj)e

The London banker ax;:xram;ed & feow personsl opinions concerning this
peape proposal in hie letter of Haveh 22, 1778, He belisved that oongrazgs
would not a‘wag‘:t Britainte offer of coneiliation {Iii,, py oxxix)s On ¥areh
24, 1778, he stated that if the commipsioners negotiated with Congreaes,
they would be mmgnimﬁg; Amoviesn mdamnmamm if, howaver, they did not
resognize the indepandence of the golonies, the colonies would not negotiste

with them, He believed that most of the members of the adminlstyation in
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England would sgree thet little was to be hopsd Por in the work of Lord
North's commissioners (XX, puw olaxuviil)e
on April 10y 1778, the banker's letter quoted sn artliele whioh wags

attributed to the Duke of Richmonds Réra it wea ghown that Britain would
he ruired 4f she did not profit from the nresent chance 4o settle the
diepube with smerice (1%, pos soxlixze-eolv)s The lebter stated: "Il nlest
pas possible de retemir ¥ prsent les Andriosins comse sujets: 1@ seul
aspoir qui nous reste et de les regapgner comme awis (17, vrs aclj~¢u1i3)§“17
Evidently many were beginning to realize this aamw.radb« |

~ Propagenda was ot wovrk to make the English penple believe that
Britein wae megnenimous in its amn@iliatar& oféar to smeries, and to nanke
them Ealiav& that 4f the p?upcsal failed the famlt would bé Amerioatsgy
On Apvil 10y 1778, the benker yeporbed thet he ssw a letter, seid to ba
from Penjamin Franklin to Samusl idems, in the English seperss This letter
suggested that Congress not reject Lord North's pszomai at fivets It aven
suggegted that Congrees should give up iﬁdepaﬁdanee iff it could get assurance
that imerica weuld never be ‘&ax&-d;. The bunkey expressed Mlm certainty thet
the lebter was a London fabrication, end as & reply he printed a bill paﬁﬁad
by Congreee in 1777« This law provided thut Congress ehould reject all
offers of traaty or conciliabion wiﬁh‘ar&ﬁaln unless push offers recognlzed
the independense of the celonies and the tremties snd slliances contraoted

with other states (1X, ppe oelxxiij~oelxxiv).

17 It i# not now pomsible to retain the iméericsne ag subjects. The
only hope which remeine for ues is to regain them as friendas.
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That British recognition of pmericen independence wae necessary for
ponciliation was alse scknowledged by a member of the House of Coumons,
rowis, in a gpsech befoye that body on April 9, 1778« His srgument wes
that Britein's poor finmncisl sbate snd s possible war with Franoce necegsitated
& settlement of the American troubles. That settlement, he said, could be
made only on the basls of Amerissn independence. He noved thel the gon~
migelongrs ba empowsred to recegnize this independence (I%, py colmxxvil))s
Pox supported this motion but rulbeney and Johnagtone, the latter one or'%hé
psnce sommissioners, opposed it. Herry Dundas, of the House of Cowmmons,
insleted that Britein could etill foreve Anmerica into submisstion (IX, p»
golxxxiz)a

On April 17, 1778, the London banker reported the appointments for
peace cormissioners. The firet named was the Uount of Carllsles Then
cume George Johnetons, former governor of Florida, snd ¥re BEden, under~
pecretary of state of the department of the north. These thres men embarked
Prom Portemouth on fpril 16, 1778, to go to Merios to Jain the Howe brébhara
who were to be bhe Pourth and fifth nembers of this commission (IX, P« Booiv)s
The banker gave a slighlly humorous tinge to the report when he sald that
1%t wes generally aseepled st Portemouth that the followi;g‘thraa steops would
be the extent of the work of the comuiseiemers: (1) they would go Lo
ihiladelphis te present their proposals to Congress; (2) they would receive
ag bheir snswer the resolution of Qongreas, glven earlier, that thera could
be no negotistion without recognition of independence ; (%) they would return

funediately to England undey pain of death (IX, pw cocxxvi-ceoxzvii)e
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The banker's letter of Vey 9, 1778, gove mzﬁw 1&6&6 on tha necessity
of recogndaing Am@riﬁ&n 1mﬁ9panden¢e~' Ho reprvinted o letter found in 8
British newsnaper and addressed to King Geerge ITY (X, »ie 1)-x)s Tn the
first ploge 1 wae stuted thet it was ap foolish for Britain to expest
obedience from Americe as for a father bo expest it from a grown son (X,
wps vy e Britain coald anjcy»fer awn@uriaa the adyantugee te be had
from smerisa if she would miuit her feults, Forget the impoaeibility of
maintaining sonkrol, and consern }iarwm with an mll‘iﬁmae baeed on justice,
rasgon; and comperee (¥, ppe vi-vij)s Fronce should not be blemed for the
troubles becauss ghe merely aseepted é eoumerce desplsed by Britein and had
wedted until American independence was sure before recognizing 4% (X,
pps wi}-vii})s Purbhemore, the Frenth tresty expresely did not exclude
othar natlona from Americon commares (X, ps ix)s Bribzin, the letter
concluded, would have to be gatlisfied with that nart of their commerce
which the mericens would grart them, To keen falth with Americs would
sofeguard other British possessicns; to bremk faith would lose them (X, pe x)s

Altbough et various times in the preceding letters it wes mentioned
incidentally thet the ¢emigeioners weres heving no success in mmariea,~it
was not until the banker's )etter of July 30, 1778, thuat any real f@cta
werer givens, MHeve 1% was reported that Congress had, on Juns 11, 1778,
senb & letter from Genersl "ashington to & committes for examination. Thias
lotter wae mocompanied hy & demand from &@nwral‘ﬁlintnn thet N Fergason,
sacretayry to the three veace vommissioners then at Fhilaedelvhisa, be glven
a paesport to Yorktown, New Jereey, to present the peave proposale 4o
Congreass Washington indigeted thet he did not wish to give the paesport

until he knew of the intentions of Qongress (41, ps oliij)e On June 13,
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1778, Oengress wa s debating the committee's report when a messenger arrived
from Washingtons The messenger tarried a‘packet from the comlssioners. A
faading of one of the letters was begun, but 4t wes stopped by motion when
some of fensive remﬁrkn wers made danaérning France (xi, ps 0liv)e On June 16
the reading was cohbinuady In the pack&t, amohg other things, was the
ﬁam@issibn given to Carlisle, Johnstons, Rden, and the Howes to raestabiiah

p@ﬁa@g ilmo read wers the three aote of Parliament, two of which have

18

already b&én mentioneds The third yeturned to the ¥aasechueetts Hay

colony ite charter (XI, pe clv)i The letters from the commissioners were
asrb to & committes which returnsd the seme day with ita report (XI, pe
olxii)s On the following dey, June 17, 1778, Oongrees unenimeusly approved

the sonmittee's report (XI, ppe olxij-clxii)):

Les Aetes du Darlemert Britennique, la Oommission de votre Souveraln,
ot votre lettre supposent leas peuples de ces Zt:ie sous la damination
de 1la Courconne de la Grande Bretegns; et sont Pondées sur une idée de

dépendance qui eet entiervement inadmissible.

J'al ordre en oukre 4'informer vos @xcellences gque le Congrds aab
port8 B 1u paix, malgré l'injustice des prétentions qui ont donné
nulssance & oette guerre, et la mamiere berbsre dont elle & &48 sondultes
En conséquence le Congrds est tout prBt % entrer en pour parier pour
un Traité de peix et de commerce, tul se cmoilie aves lea Traltés
d8j8 submlstens, loreque le lol de la Grande Bretagne se montrera deng
deb dispositions sincerss % cet effets L'unlque preuve molide qu'il
pulsee donner de ces dispositions, conelste dans une révonnolssence
sxplicite de 1'indépendanve de ces Gtats; ou dens %ﬂ raprel de sws
arm&aa de terre et de mer (XIy pps. elxiijmalxiv)«

8 ﬂugm;; fre 1”1*

19 the aots of the Britieh Parliament, the commienion of your
Sovereign, and your letter sonsider the peoplw of thess Stetes to be under
the demimation of the Orown of Great Britaln. They ars based upon sn lden
of dependence which is sntirely wronge

1 s ordered, moveovar, to inform your Exesllencies that ¢ ngresa
. wora peata, in spite of the injustivce of the pretensione which have cauveed
this wary; and in spite of the barbarous manner in whleoh it hus been conducted,
Gongequently, Oongress is anbirely ready to enter in dlecussions for a treaty
of peaoe and oommerce whioch ie reconoilisble with the trsubles now existing.
This oan he done whenever the King of Qrest Britain shown eincere inclins-
tione to this effect., The oniy solid proof which he can give of thease
inelinations sonsiste in an explioit recognitlon of the independence of
thepe Statee or in the recall) of his armies on land and sea.
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'Thial agbion by Congress had been preceded by an exchange of letbers between
somnigsloner Johnstone and Henry Leursne, President of Congress. In his
lethor Laurens hud told Johnstone thet fxd could sxpect Oongress to demand
Piret of all thet Britein recognize fmerican mdmt:mmlaﬁtsa‘ (s poe olzvie
alzvidid s |

At this same time a bi‘bwr quarr@l bmka owh over the stutement
made by Commiasioner Ja?ma*bané that France had mede lts alliance with
Amerdon to Poresball Erit.a’sn'a mmailm‘ww aote.  ¥illianm Henry Dreyton,
reprogentative in mmngmma from South Caroline, wrcw e letter to the
amiwiamm on Juns 17, 1‘77&, in whicb he cambmtmi Johnatcne's a‘batﬁmﬂn’b
by m&mllang that on F’abmary 5, 1?76, Johnetone himsalf in the House of
Qommone had asserted that ha }md heard thet the eoncilistory preposals waul;i
be nads but that he knew none of' the detells. At the same time ho had also
stated that he had heard of some treaty proposals belng eent out from
Franee to the sneriosns. Dmy@m gtebed that at this sawe time the Prench
treaby had been pronoged and thel Siles Ma.na waa on hig way Lo America
with the proposals (XI; ppe olxxxi~claxxii ) A8 further proof of his point,
he deglared thut the French tresty propossls were made by Gfrard to the
imarigan envors 8t Parle on Degember 18, 1777, end that the trecty wase
aigned Pebruery 6, 1778. Lord Horth's ﬂﬂnﬂilﬁ.mﬁy pronositions wers not
nade until Februvary 19, 1778 (XIx pw olxxxiv)ae

m\ar Yhus arpuing hi.m point, Drayton turped to the conoiliatory
proposale md ddpcusped thelr faultss Amerdow, he saldg conld not truest
the proposal thet 4t be pglven repreasentation in Perlisment beceues it had

profited from the exanple of HSaobtish representation there (X1, ps olxxav).
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The alternstive prépaaal thet Britein send agents to ‘mericen sssemblisg
wonld, he gaid, be rejested becsuse such apents would probebly be sples
or would resord to bribery (NI, ppe alxx#v«clxxxvj}* The British proposal
to sid the ﬁﬁariaanﬁ to pay thelr debte was absurd beaaﬁaw BriﬁaihAaoulﬁ
not pey Lte own debbe (XX, ps olxxxvi)a No control over imericsn cowueree
could be granted to Britein because ﬁm@rica'a intaraaha damended a fros
Gommores (X1 pe clxxxv])e DPrayton closed his lebtter by astating in un-
aquivesul terms thet Ameriga would never give up independence and bhet the
rowers of Purope would éupaarb‘her stand (%I, pe cxoi)y These opinions
were supported in thelr entirety in e letter from ancther menber af’ﬂnngraum
to the commlesioners (XL, pre oxoli~sox)e

" Drayton sgein wrote to Johnstone om July 18; 1778, to refute various
pbotements st forth by Johnstons in e letter of June &, 1778, to n certain
Fransls Danaes The letber referred to had besn exanined by Congressgs The
firest of the stotements made by Johnstone wae theb Benjemiln Franklin had,
on March 29, seid thet the aonﬁiliahary resolutions were very adyanbapeous
bo Americe snd should be agtepteds Draybon denied this sesertion end said
thet Silas Deune had teld of & seoret Britieh negotiator going to Taris to
ses Pranklin. The nmg@timtar‘had been unable Lo get s statement From hiwm
(FIT, ppe oxoix-ge)e A footnote in the AfPaires et this plave (XIX,
oxeix) sbobed thet 1t was Johnetone's bhalf-brother, ulteney, who was suld
to have vielted Franklin and th:t Preanklin's enswer was that fmerica would
Lreat only on the badsie of independence and never with the pressnt minletry.
Drayton aled denled again the sscond féat phated by Johnstone, thet France's
alliange was & plan to oircumvent the British sentinents for pemes (%11,

Pow goweod )y
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Al diemgresment, howevery was not between the pmerloens and the |
British. The commisaioners also quarrelled smemg themselves. It nas
raported in England thet the main reason for the dispute wes thet Qommeeloner
Eden aearried; unknown to the gthers; ordera to the British troops to evacuate
fhiledelphias Johmetons hed plenned to meke Fhiladelphia the hase of the
comnissioners! operatiome (X1, rpe coxivesexv)s Aftsr the Britieh evacuated
Phila&alphiay th@‘@mmmimaiunéra wont 4o ¥Wew York. Johnstone threstened to
retur to Englund bessuee he felt that this evacustion lowered the eredit
. of the wommmamién@ra in the eyes of the smerleans (XI, p» vexvi)s
o OnJuly ii,yl??&, the peuce commiselonsrs in New York wrote & 1§€tar
t2 Qongrenss Thin lebter (XIIx ppe lxav-lzxiz) wap read in Congrees on
Jaiy 18, They y;g@é thatvamarioan\@ndapamdamaa.caula be reaaggiaa& up 4o
the point that Britein and Americe should maintein & union of foress for
ﬁhair;mutﬁal interest and surety (XAII, pe lxxv)s Britein, they felt; had
to maintein its armies and fleets in America for protection againet Franes
apnd for proteetion of British friende living theres They desired, however,
a ecesention of hostilitiles {XIL, pe luxvi)s
It ie now apparsnt that these negotistlons for pesce were doomed
from the begipning. Thelir fallure was rendeyed more sartsin by the quarrsl
over the atatement by Johnetone that Prance allied herself with Aneriocs 4o
destroy the efficany of the British congilistory proposales The final
straw wae the efford of Johnetone to hribe Joseph Reed, member of Congress
from Permeylvenia, to sld him in getting Congreesional aeceptonce of the
soneilistory provosslss Read mablished the letter from Johnstone, and a
denuneisbion nf this commiesioner by & resident of Philsdelphis furnished

the basis for the report in the Affeives (XII, pps elwodi])s
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Bven an Englieh paper gensured Johnstone's attempt 4o bribe Reed,
Thie paper coneldered thet such a deed could well ceuse the whols nagotiae
tioms 40 fall %hmugh (XX1, pow oollj-ceiv)s Another English puper offered
the seme oriticism and added that Johnstone had tried to bribe not only
Jmmph Reed but alee a ledy who was & friend of Reed's [XIT, e celveoov])s
On Auguet 11, 1778, Congross made. s declarstion eonterning Johnstone'a
afforte wh‘brihvau It wan agreed that Oongress should refuse henceforward
to have any negotistions with Jmhn#wm (XXX, ppr coxiij-cexiv)s Johngtone's
reply of Auguet 26 to this deolaretion wes o vory hested ones He ptabed
that he was withdrawing from sll negotiutions. Thet he did withdraw ig
shown By the faot that that pewe day, Auguet 26, 1778, Carlisle, Rden, and
Clinton sent o deelurstion to Oongress charging sgain that the Prench troaty
wag mede merely 4o oause the failurs of the soneilistory proposale (X11,
pos cgmdijwmocaxe ) It should be noted thet this dsalarstion wae not algned
by Johnetone and that Cemeral Clinton hed s gslmnwﬁ the Howe brothers as
3 awmi,rmmmm The Howes had retuined to Tngland,

 After the beginning of September, 1778, no ong who wae well infomed
on mmc!i%mu auy lenger believed that the conedlistory rrozosals eould be
sugcessful, A latter from Hew Tork, deted September 22, stated that John-~
stone hed left Mmerica im wmnger, ‘I.M\'ring behind & protost ageinet his treat-
_ ment m the handm of Congress. His remson, he said, for lwvlmg wae that
he wished 1o be in England when Farliement opened so thet he could oesh
his wote ageinst the recognition of rfmerigmm independence {(XI1, pps eooxlv-.
cooxlv])sy That a breskdown in negotistions hed ooue wae even nore oyl denk
when the three remsining commdiesioners, Carlisle, Clinten, und Eden, pro-

¥
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glaimed &t New York, September 26, 1778, & esuspenslon of the non-latercourse
sot in order thet they might open the ports of New York and Nawport faor
rogeiving priges daptured by British ehipes Ancther indication of the
failure in negotiations was a letter from General Clinton in New York to
Honry Laurens, preeident of Congress, September 19, 1778, (linton demanded
that Congrese exegute the convention of S&mﬁmgaﬂg which had bheen made
almost & year before (XIIs pps vcoliv-ccelv)s The commiseloners had taken
it upon themselves, spparently vgiﬁhon’b authorization, to negotiate for e
nettlement of this problem, The congressional veply Ho ﬂiixmm*a damand
wag made by Seoretsry Cherles Thompson and was very much Lo the point,
Uongress, he wrote, did not reply to inasolent letters (XII, ps ctolv)s

By this time the British commiemloners were nearly frantic in their
geareh for some method of foreing raconeilistion on Americs, A letter
from Boston, deted Ostober 19, 1778, gave mmr&m&a that the British come
rﬁimaimwa had iseued a proclamstion thet Congress should either revoke the
Declsration of Indepsndence or be prepared to have the golonies suf'fer
magesores, burning, and other forms of puniehmenty This, the Qrit-er shuted,
wag the death warrant of the commissions It was ennounced by the come
nispioners that they soon would return to England, Not baing able to get
peage through persuasion, they tried to get peace by threate (XII, ppe
soclxxix~ccolxxx] Ja

Reperoussions of this proclemation were woon evident in Purliament.

On December %, 1778, in the House of (ommons, Coke moved that the King be

20
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informed of the House's horror over this proclmmstion by the commiesioners.
The minisbry, he ineisted, should dimavow this proclasmetion. Fowls, second-
ing the motlon, eteted thst Britieh troops would never cammlt such atrecities
(X114 pe nowox)s OGenerals Howe end Burgoyne, both of whom had returned frem
Amerive to Ferliament to oppose th wmintetyy, upheld Qoke's metion {XII,
pos ovoexj-~cocoxil le The motion was rejected easily but the opposition vote
wes much stronger than usual (XII, ps oceoxilj)s In the Houme of Lords on
December Ty 1778, Rockingham dwelt on the. absurdity snd barbarity of the
proclamation. He moved that the “12;&;::1«:1&1«‘t disapproval be expressed to the
‘King and demanded disavowal of the proclamation {(XII, pre occexive-ceguxy)s
The motion was defested, here also by an umisually swall margin (XII, pe
copexix e

| In Aimerica there was no ngut»faar axprepsed concerning this threet
by the sommigsionere. The pniiny sdopbed thers wae one of threstened re-
venge. Thomes Paine; writing from Fhiladelphim, Ootobsy 20, 1778, weid:
by aujourdthul nous sommes reslus de regler notrs condulte sur la vdtre;

2l ye

ot nous vous tralberpns comme vons .nmows braitersz (XITI, pe vi)s
went en Lo guote the old proverd thet he who lives in a glaes house should
not throw stonee (XIII, pe x)« Oongrees echoed this threat of reprisals

on Ootober 30y 1778, by a unanimous vove (XIII, pm xxilj-xxvi})s However,
procautions were taken by Congress on Ogtober 104 1778, in ita resplution

that the recommendation be mude that all irnhebitents of exposed pleces send

&1 Prom today on we are resclved to regulate our oondust by youres
e mhall treat you like you will treal use
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thelr womem snd children into the interior. FPurthermore, 1f Britain did
bagin ite threatened campelpn of destruction, Mmericens should trest all
Tories and obther snemies of Americs in the same manmey (XITL, ppe xuij-
xxld])e |
The benker ulso sbated his opinions on the mabber. In hie letter of
Teoenber 285 1770, which carried the raports given mbove, he wrote thet
many politieal wrme@ héd dencunced this barberous plen of the vommissiomers,
He offered his advice to the British ministry in a plan to uake the wm«é
migsioners' proclamation to kill, burn,; snd destroy mere workeble. His
satirie propousl wap that only Seoteh, German, and Russien soldlers be eent
to Ameriga end that they be paid only on the besis of the dsmage comsitited,
For axample, he proposed thet & sum of five ﬁhmamc’; pounds be pald for
the Wrning of o town of a thousund or more houses (NIIT, pps Xavij-xxxj)e
' Conslusion. Lord Worth's coneilistory proposul, on which so much
ha‘w weas pladged eb flirety wee dead within & year afber it wis made. How
it is reletively easy to plok out its Paultzs Ite propossls sounded well |
ab Plrety bub sven then it was probably a lapt otrﬁwgmamd- by the North
ninistry to bolster ite falling pover end = last chanve to save Amerite
Por Britain.  As 1% now appesresy 1t mey have boen e method imaméd to
forestsll the rutificetion of the French~American alliance rather than the
sllianve YBelng proposed to deat roy iha phantes for reconeliliatlon, as was
charged by the sommiasioners. Perhaps its orownlong fault was the characher
of t..ha men ghosen Lo sdminister 1t. Inshtead of moathing the wey Por

pouge thene men seemed 40 ceuwme more hard fealings botwpen the combetants.
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48 Yo recomoiliatlon in general, it is probably eaefe to sey that
‘while there was considerable sentiment in fnglend for & cessation of
hostilities, most of the pentiment was probably not motivated by albtrulem.
dome were. lﬁ,'(:r‘ ;;Me on the baals of recognition of pmericsn independsnce
with Aneries tied to Bngland thereafter by slliances wnd trestice. This
Wﬁﬂ,};&?‘yﬁ?@ﬁ;;?}ly the emly'mmwla plen suggesteds Obhers wented pease with~
ouk, thfév‘x’émgmtim a.f ;;ndespemdmw th@ggh nope oould seay hovw thet was to
b m«m;pumm Pragtically no one in Ingland wae willing to mdnit that
he. woysxld grant American independence ouwight» A1l were énxima to atop
the war begsuse of an impending confliet with Frence and Spain, becsuse
of the drain on the tressury, Mcauéw of the loes of the valuuble Ameriesn
trade, or betause of the poseible lozs of SBritich prestipge in the event
that Ameries should setuslly win the wars Some few, as always, probably
wanted psage for hmanltarisn ressonsy

Certainly the administration majority in Parlisment was never
threatonsdy but it seeme that the people weres never very strongly behind
the British offor. to carry on the wer, The strong sentiment for peace |
in Englandy even though 1t was & mha@rity gentimont, Durnished ample
opportunity for the editors of the Affaires to help conviuce Franee that

it would be advantageous to go to Ameriea's side



LY

e i
PHRENCHE ALD FOR AMEVICA

Singe the outooms aof the imericen Revolution depended to & large
extent wpon the securing of ald im furope for the tfmericans, it is ooly
netural thet the iffalves should conbain » sonsiderable supunt of meterdal
conserning thiss However, in wery fow pleces did the Affalres print whole
artisles dovoted to the subject of forsign alds Yost of the references
ware largely incidental. Therefove; this chapter will present no continuous
and eomnected ghory soncerning the px‘agmaa off Americe in gaining help in
Dureps, Instead, the discuseion gonesrning this help will reesessrily be
sonpwhat fragmentary in neture,

Binee it wes primarily Prance which provided the Huropean sid Poy
fuerios, the diseussion will be largely one of Prensh alde Spain uleo
flgured prominently in thia part of the war and will be mentioned frequentiy.
Other cousttries alap aided, bubt most of thelr alg we g unofficial,

A8 Frenue was Britadn's traditionsl enemy in and before the elghtsenth
gentury, it was only nuotural that muny should forepee the time when Prance
wonuld ald the smeriecsns openlys Wany also realized that Franoe wes glving
the Mwericens a considerabls azount of help while protesting her friende
ship %o Englend. The firsd seption of tma chapteyr will he devoted to the
mradiotions of the French elliasnce. The vosaibllity of Gpaln forming an
adlisnge with mmerica was discuseed along with the reports o .ncerning
Pranes begaupe it waa generally belleved that the two countries would sot

48 one in the matter of eiding the imerivans, and both ware usually mentlonéd
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vhen the vossibility of an slllance ves considersd. Howewer, the ZSpenish
alliznoe was not made until the summer of 1779y and ite completion is nob
mentioned in the Affaires. | :

On March L4, 1776, in the House of Lords, the Muke of Grafton moved
thet the Eing be requested to nromise the colonies & suspenglon of warlnre
(I, 3y prs 20=81)e Im suprort of hig motion hs told of woeelving notice
that twe Prenchmen of dimimﬁimnl had gone to merics with proposals Por
the fmeric.n Congress (I, %, ps 28) The Muke of Hanchester offered his
suprort 4o the motlon snd remerked that the British nevy wes in poor
condition and that france and Spein showed definito eipns of preparing for
war (Iy B, ppe Bl=34)s  Ancther parliementury warning of Frsnch and Spanish
armements was given to the minisbry by Georgy Johnstons in the House of
Comaons on April 24, 1776. However, Lord Korth ausured the members thet
they need huve no fear of Prance and fpain (IX, T o0 17 ‘ﬁﬁill again the
warning was gounded on May 22, 1776, when General Conway told the Compons
thet France end Syain would eeize the opportuniiy to abback which i tngland's
lack of defense offered (IXI, 11, ps 7)¢ He daclered that Praace's ninistry
wvas militaristie (IT74 11, pe 12 Im spite of these warﬁinga the King
tried to reassure Parliament as he spoke st the closlng seselon on May 23,
1776, by telling of the receipt of affirmetions of pouce and geod will fyrom
variaua Burapsen powers (I1L1e 11, pe 25)s

In this period of 1776 Lord Chebhem issued what he balimv&& to ba

A Offvy Blizaboth feters, "The jwerican Rev:ilution se feen in the
Gazette cla Laydae (1?7&%%5) o' (unpublished Master's theels, Kaneas Stabe
Teachers Ool. aga of Tmporia, 19%8), pe 5%,
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hile death~bed statement conosrning the Aserlcsan wer and the posulbillity
of French interventions

s+ o+ o J8 nerae susel qu'k moins qu'on ne premme promtesnent

dew mesures trés-effionsdes pour se rsconcllier avee les Colonles,
la Prance nous sbbuquera svant peu d'anndes, et que ce n'est que
par un ef fet de sa politigue, qu'elle differe se vengenace: voulant

- ubtendre ‘gque nous soyons engegde plus avent duns une guerre sussi
ruineuss que l'est celle que nous failsons en Amériques Le France

- yeut suesl essayer jusqu'é quel poirt les swériceins, uldés de ls
probection indirecte qulelle leur accorde nourront nous résister wvent
de premdre cuvertement le parti de déelaver e guerre & 1'ingleterre
(VITL, pps 194-198).

T‘halhmxdan banker showed thet he agreed with Lord Chathem when he wrote
in his lebter of Juné &, 1776, that France snd Syein were meking war
PI‘QPN‘%WN (Xy 35 paTT)s

The banker's letter of Dﬁ‘tcbar 21, 776, contained mors material

~along this line. Here he primted sn article entitled Observations d'Aratus

sur 1'Btat des affeires (IXIX, 11, ppe vi-xx11])s The ventral idea of this

artlcle waeg that Frence would not remain neutr:l even if Sngland did succeed
in gonquering Americe (III, 11, pps xi}-xii])s F’ux"ﬁharmm, the mzaul‘b‘ of
such a songuest would leave England too weak (ITX, 11y ppe #xv-xvi)se There-
fore, wrote "aratus,” England should mcagnia:a Ameripan independence ard
raake ‘Ameyariaa an ally instead of forsing her to gain indapandemé through

recourse to Britain's enemiss (III, 11, ps 2x).

2 » » » 1 aled believe that; unless very effective steps are talken
promptly to reconeile us with the colonies,; Prange will attack us within a
fow yoaras It ie only by an effect of her policy that she def'ers her
vongesnses She wishes to walt until we are ongaged further in & war as
ruinous #e le the one whioch we are garrying on in Americu. Frence wishes
sleg to test up to whet point the Auwsricans pan resist us with the Indireot
protedtion which she grante them befors she openly muales up her aind to
declere war on Englands _
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Just a2 he h d smssured Perlisment ot ite vloesing the previous syuring
thet the Suropesn powers wers friendly to Britein, so the Eing relterated
that viewpoint at the opening of Parlimment esrly in November, 1776 (111,
12, pps Mle*lj}w. The Duke of ¥enchester, hewever, later aignifia@'hia
lack of faith in these aﬁ@urmﬁaaé (111, 12, pow lv=lv})e The ke of
Grafton nocused thé m&niatryﬁof‘faraang fmerics to seck E?@nﬁh nd Spanish
pids He stated thet Prance was fumishing Americe with munitions (111,
12, ps 1ik)s Grefbon sleo wonderad why the King csked for more srmoments
- 1f Prance and Spaln were friendly. On the other hand, he wondersd why the
King had weited so long to sak for armesments i¥ these two countries were
dangerous (I1Ls 12, ps 1x)s Lord shellurne believed it extremely unlikely
thet Prance wnd Spain should be peacefully 1mniinad haw&rﬂ‘aritmin. He
insisted that oo large a part of ngland's nuval forces was in America
o iméurm the safoty of the home islande {117, iﬂ, ooy lEA]-1aii) )e

The suppoerbers of the administratien alsoe had thelr eay. Lord
noandwich &mniéa Ehﬁt & mejoy portion of Englaﬁa*a dwfanéiv@jfor@&@ wors in
émarimaﬂv‘ﬁﬁ songhdeved those remaining st home to be superior to the
foroes of Frange and Spain (II1, 12, pm leili=lix)s Lord W&ymmuthinaw no
reagon to feer a war with an Durgpesn powers However, he feli thet abmolute
soourity necesgitated watohfulness lest some nation beliove sngland
waskenad by her imerican troubles (YIT, 12, ps Ix))s

In ﬁhw House of Commons th@'dabatu$'fallmwing'tha King's address
purasuetd waeh tha pame sourse as those in the House of Lords. Lord Horth
vonsisbently denied that the British Tsles wers daf&nmﬁlaéa or aven moatly

sos  Nelthar d4id he belleve that Prance would athuck Boglend (11X, 12, pa
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lzuxiv)e  Colonel Berrd interrogeted Lord North on the subject of the Freuch
assurances f pesce received by the government, and North's reply wus thal
he had o ressop Lo doubt Pranee's word (LIX, 2, pe lzxvii])e liord George
Germuin did net bellave thut France and Spain would endourage in jmerice &
apirit wzf“_ mimlpmmmw whileh oould well spread Lo their owm countriss and
ooloniee (111, 12; ppe Laxx-lxxxi)s Charles Fox apreared willing to grmb
 the truth of Gerusin's statement conegrning the apread of the independent
wplrkt ’Wb inglished that Sphin and Prence would ald the iweriesas i"ér‘ one
reagon only, becsuse it would divide Britéin's foroes (1il, 12, pe Llxwij)s
George Johmsboney Thomas Towﬁﬁhand, snd Colonel BarxG, wil speaking for the
apposition, conperned theuselves with the bad stute of the houe defensew
on the eve of & war with the Bourbon powers (:tii, 124 ppw Yuvy Ixxy and -
ixxviij)s To drive home his point comeerning French end aspanién Anbere
vention, ¥ilkes desaribei an\ maidmt of the seizure of an imeriesn
privatesr st mib&wﬂmmw The geizurs by the Spanish port officiule wae
instigsbed by the Evi%mh aamﬁﬁ}; %am, but the ship wug aa;m released
on orders from Wadrid (IIXs 12y pe lxvid])e TPemple Lubbrel 8 menber of
the House of Uommons, i"mmd In history pregedente for expecting French and
Spanieh aid for 'Amwim; He sald that, in cages eimilar Lo the Anerican
wuary history ahmmé the more pwwf‘ul natione amducmng negotiations with
the rebeles (I¥L, 12y ppe laviij-lxvix)e

On May 30y 1’7?7, Laxd m;cm*eahmma‘ had more to suy ocneerning the

posaibility of war with Franosy This bime he appearsd in the House of

? Bupra, ps 36
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Lords approximately a yeur after his supposed dewbh-bed statement ehich
woe revorded earlier in this chepters Following his request Por reconcilia-
tiony he meds thie sbabenent:
Les Prappols tirent tout le parti posslble de nobre guarre aveo
1V mériques Le coanmeres de nos Colonies alest tournd de leur adté,
ot ile lui domcent tout l'enoouregement qui est en leur pouveir. On
dit gu'il y & un Traitd sur le Yapls entrs la Franes et 1'indrique
a1 elest un Palt vrul, nos Miniatres dolvent sans balaucer, dfolarer
la guerre & la Franos. Il le faut, quend mbme nous n'asurions pas
plus de oinz valpsesux de guerre en Stat, La Prancs irouve mieux
son compbe 8 Sviter de rompre ouvertement avee nous et & entreteniy
- notre querells fufricaine; mole elest oo qm*i& nous importe de ne
pas souffrir plus long-tems (V, 22, ps zelz)
In the debates following thie etatement Lord Cauden appeured persueded
that Bngland wma:manaaed by an mppﬁnauhing war with Prance and Spain (V, .
22y ps £)e bhord shelburne mentioned the hardehips resulting from the loss
of the imeérican commerece for Englands He spoke of the help which France
wae giviﬁg o the dngricans, of the aming of &mericsn privetsers in French
@orﬁa, énd of tha prizes vuaptured Bt sea snd sold in these porte. He
aanéidarmd that France would stop these activities If she were favorably
dispoped towards England (Vi 28, pe ujjn He also contrasted the speed
with which Fraﬂéh whips were &fmeé uﬂd‘mmnéad with the slownese of Britain's
offorte. Finelly, ﬂhalbmrna‘statéd that Americen agents were gontinually

at work with the Frensh minlatry and that the French government was glving

5 The Frensh draw all the advantugss poseible from our war with
Anerioss The sommerce of our colonles ham tumed thelr way and they pive
it all the encouragement they wens It is mald that treaty distussions
are being esrrisd on between Prance and Americe. If this ls true, our
minieters ehpuld, without hesiteting, declare war op Franoce, It suet be
done aven though we have no mors than five warahips in condition., France
Pinds it most to hey rrofit to aveld on open bresk wlth us end yet to
mointain eur Ameriean quarrel; bub it is that which we mupt not endure
Longer, '
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uld to French merchents vho mbipped goods bo ameriea {V, 22, pe ¢ii)s
The berker's lotter of June 10, 1777, rrinted s letter from Hdouad
Burke to hie conetituente in Brietol. Here Burke wrote:
Les smériceins eéparde dlavec nous, chercheront dtaubres

liaslgonsy 11 y s 4rhs-peu de Peuples dane le monde qui ne
préforent. un alllé utile B un ineolent me¥tre (V, 23, oo cxliv).

bilnhuiiiwQn}h’atl‘(hhh&tumsl**#&tﬂ

{1 mttondant plus sucun bien de nous,; &le ont mis toute leur

confionne en emxwr@wza; ot lorsou'ils ent esnti que meuls ila

nYétolent pes fsess i‘cartg, 11& ont demandd da secours 'z; la

Prance (Vy 2% v oxlv
Thet the Bburbm nowers would enter the war wam also foreseen by the banker's
eorreapondent at Umden, & olty in the Geormen sto e of Hanover. The writer
felt that Frange would be foolish to neglect the opiortunity which Brit.inle
w&mé&awmmmd (¥, 2, p4 coxavi)s A segond letter by thie mems writer
reagoned thit France should nok wait 4o attack “ngland bhecaune Tngland
uight deleut America and then use ﬁll her forges to abtack ‘afw Wmmh
iglands in Merisa (V, 24y pos acmmijwcmxx:xmj Y« He- repeated thet France's
théﬁ opportunlty to destroy Britainte poweyr had arrived and that the rresent
situation posmed to have been dbaign@,d by Providence to add %o the glory
of Prance (Y, 28, pps wx:wcxiwccxxxva b |

A article entitled R Mlaxgcmy d'un mbsﬂwfmwm which the banker

helleved was written by Fronklin, sppesred in the letter of pugust L4,

® The Ameripans, separated from us, will seek other conneotionsy
thers are Pew people in this world who do mo‘c. prafer o uasful ally to
an insolent masbers ‘
*win*wubnsu»bnmuawﬂﬂb&*wh&n»aa‘npnuﬁ
‘ Not ewpecting any mors kindnecs from usy thay pluced all their
relisnoe in themeelves. Whan they felt that they were aob strong enough
ulonw, they asked for help from Prance, -
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Y777% The sentral point of this weiting wes thabt Prance was In a belter
pondition than England 4o carry on e war (VI, 26, pe xvii}i)e The writer
alvo vontended thet a war with Prancde would be necessary to save the honor
of the North minietry (Viy 26, pe %%)s

Qﬁ Huvmmhar 2@, Y7774 the King ap»aarm& before urlimment with a
mﬁaa&g@ in Whiah h@ rwﬁaxﬁmd thﬂ raa@ipb @P raamaurannwm of fri n*shir
from various Wuxmg&un poweras He believed, however, bthab thf pontinved
armsment of Prance and Spain warranted an increase in the British naval
forees (VIIs 32, ps lzv)s In the suoceeding debutes Lord Chathsm dwell
on the King's failure to remsrk sxbensively on the formidable war prepuyes
tianavof the Bourben powers and the ald which they weres giving to the '
Mmerisen ¢dusss He insisted that Britaim was in no gondition to resist
abbacks by France or Spaln. The %r@apa'uhuul& be veturned from fmerice
(VITy 325 ps Txwiid )« L@rdyfmmdwieh replied by asking if England vould
do wore than believe the sesursnces given by the representatives of Franocs
and pain (VIXy 32, pe luix)e |

He oppesition to the King's speech was reported in the House of
Comsones  Gilbert Elliot of ﬁhﬁh hody 5@&%&& that the British naval foroes
could hendle those of Franse and Spein (VII, 52, e Lxx))e Lord North
asoured the Commons thet he did not believe it Lo be the intention of
either Frence or Spein to enter the war ageinet Sngland but that thedr
armements neoessitated malmbaining the British heme defenses (VII, 32,
pe Lxzvi) s The London banker thought it sbrenge thet the minletry
goneldered France and Spsin friendly and at the same Slme felt that thelir
wor pf@par&timna made incressed Britioh armements necessary (VIT, 34, Pia

OXXEV =LKL )



In the House of Loxds on Deseubor B, 1777, Lord Littloton said
that abandoment of tho project of subduing smerica would be an adnis don
o the Bourbonz thet Inglend was & wosk nebion end they would goneider it
& favorable moment to attack. (VI 3%, pe elvi)s Lord chelburne hoped
that America sould not plage herself under the protéetion of the Bourkons.
He sxpremsed hie belief that the ﬂma#ham gunld i:-ag::tum ali the Britlsh
poseeapions in the wesbtern hw\nﬂmphar& (VIis 3y pe oolviil)e December 10,
Wit in the House of Qonmuons, “ox inslsted thab the Bourbons huad no
peageful intentione and that the first oritisal nowg Prom dserice would
bring & declarvation of war Prom them (VII, 3%, pe olxdi))s

hote in ‘F@hmﬁw, 1778, while the Coumona were gonsidering the
Horth conelilistory propossl, the Lords were debating the subjeet of the
phate of the navy. The Duke of Bollon and the Dount of Bristol pointed
out thet none of Britein's ships were sdequutely ssrmed snd that the
puflety of Britaln would be in question if Prance and pein cl%m&awd way
agalnet her (IXy por Xxed2~xILv)e The Duke of Bolton seid:

s & « pous bouchoney uu mw&m dune guerre aves la maleon de
Bourbony que l'un et 1'uutre parti dens gebte Chambre juge indvitable;
at la Franee, Jo le sals avee cartitude, compbte quarante-guabre
valesesux de ligne presque entifrement armés dens deux de mes poris

tandie que J'Bspagne en a quarante subres dane le nboe Sbad (IX,
pe 1843 e

é +» » « we are st the point of war with the House of Bourbon; both
parties in thip Chamber Judge thie inevitable. T know with certeinty thet
Frange heg forty-four ships of the line ulmost entirely armed in two of
her ports while Spsin has forty more of them in the seame sondition,
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Bolten went on to ssy that Fogland's situation would bs terrible from the
£4ret mosent of war with these countriess  Lord Ssndwichy ss head of the
navyy replied in u vague and evasive fashion (IXy pw x14i)s
- In the House of Jumaons, Pebrusry 17, 1778, in the debates following

Lord North's resonellintion proposul, Pox sald that he felt certain that
an ellisnce betwsen France and inerigs had besn completed (VIL, 30, o
enolrvilja  Lord North aduitted that he had heurd yun.re of such an
ellisnce but was mot esrbeln of the Faste (VIL, 30, ps ccclxviiile In
the House of Lorde, March B, 1778, the Duke of grafton offsred the up~
a:@‘fi:ai;ml news that the tresaty hed besn signed on Februery &, 1778, at
Versailless The mindstry did mob reply to this msserblen (1%, ps 1))

The firet suthentic rvepert in the iffaives of the completion of the
Frengh-imerican alliance was given by the banker on Vereh 19, 1778, Thia
report wap in the form of & oopy of a deslarstion given to Lord Yeymouth,
British forelgn minleter, by the Prench ambassador on Varch 13. The
deslaration eluply anncunced to the Sritish govermment thet Franca had
made sn almm@@? with the Unlted ctebes and thul Eing Louis was reedy to
probest the émmww of hip veople (1X, prs ev-c¥l]ls

1% wae nob untdl June 16; 1778, thab thoe banker gave an extengive
awm;o of the French-imarleon treaty of alliance., This sccount was token
from & 7ork, Pennsylvenic, puper deted Mey 4, 1778, The sitory was that

Silap Deane arrived at York, where Congress wes mesting, on ey 24 He was

7 Gfwy lotare, ove edby, e 88,



oarrying dispatches which told of the French joy over the defeut of
Burgoynes It was on Décember 18, 1777, that Gérard, seecrstary to the
French foreipn minister, informed the Awericens that his king bad decided
to recognise thelr Andwpendenca on the sonditdons that the Americens never
return to their former English alleglance (X, pe olxuj~clxxil}s The
treaty was finelly signed on Pebruery 65 L7718 (X, pe colxxiv)s The
Ponnsylvania paper then reprinted the principsl articlee of the tresty

(% puw welxxivegolxsv)s This papery which wes quoted by the Affeires,
oonsldered it remerkeble that an esteblished nation should redognisze w
new nation as an equals It also stated the expectation that other
Ruropesn pewers would fellow the exemple of the Prench in rescogniuing
Aimeriden independencs gsinse most of them were jealous of Britein's power
and wighed & share of the American gommexce (X, ppe oclxxv-golxxv))e Then
it noted that the King of Prussia had promised thet he would he the sascond
pover of Rurope to recognizme American independence (’K, pps Boluxviecolaxvii).
A letter from Boston, dobed April 25, 1778, prraasarl the belisf that Spain
would join the alliznss and menkioned the faot that nearly all furopean
nations desired that England be humbled (X, ps gelxxx)s This letter alspo
praised the sirong epirit of independence mmm{ bmxt-imntatl.(}angmﬁa and
showed that Congress was resdy to flight for that independence whether
France granted ite ald or nots The proof of thin, said the puper, lay in

the faust that Congress rejected the Nerth cmelllatory pmpomlua aven

e Bupra, pps 59534
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before it knew thet the Fr;mh%mriaan tresty had been completed (Xs pps
S0 1 xa%-001%x%] Yoo

© The Lenden bapker supplemented these veporbts with amr&uﬁa from
letbars writben to the Anerissn &aw’e‘.m‘a in France. These letters expressed
the joy of the mmericen «pmza apon laarning of the saelusion of the
?frmesh Yroaty (X pos wlxmxiijawlxxwij }»  These reports were gorroborated
by news garried to England Wy & Duteh merohenbmen, It was also yeported
thet enligbwents in Washington's armmy had ingressed with the news of the
allienge and that he was greduslly closing in on Philadelphie, Genersl
Clinton was wald to be making resdy Lo svacuste the oiby (¥, ps coclxvii))s«

Partinent sections «f the Frengh-Americen ¢reaty of alliance and
friendehip were reprinted by the Affaires (ily pus 1j=-xvi) slong with the
raport of the unanimouws rutificstion of thie treaty by Congress on Mey &,
778 (XI5 pe 33)s  Thie veport alse told of the joy and cel@ﬁmﬁm méﬁg
the ranks of the Amerigan army e news wepg regeived of the pigning of the
troaty (XI; pps wvdjexxj ) '

On July 12; 1778, the banker printed s writing signed "Marous
Brutus' end addressed bo the Mmeriean people.(XI, ppe xeiveo] v The banker
believed that "Hareus Brutus' was Dogtor Samuel CQoapar, pastor of one of
Boston'e largssl clurches end a willing worker for American independence.
The gentral ?ﬁhmﬁ of the address was that the United States should not even
gonslder sosepbing Lord North's coneilistory vproposals now thet thelr
independence was sgsured and they had ssoured recognition by Furspe. A
letter written by Doctor Oooper to Benjumin FPranklin on June 1, 1778,

presented the theught that Britain wes afraid to engage in & war with France



| 67
end the United States both angd thet the ooncilistory bille only showed
Britain'e woskmess (X1, ppy oxlix~sl}s The diapute betwsen the conciliatory
tonmiseionare and wembers of Congress over the atatement thet Frande had
allied herswlf with smeriea to forestall the coneiliatory proposale was
raging at this pase bimes®

The Aiffafves
in the banker's Jketter of Oatober 2, 1778 (XI1, »ps 1j~xxvj). Hare wag

nrinted the eomplete Fremsh»«merioan treaty of allisnce

210 reprinted an extrast from o Pennsylvania néwgpapey oft Auguﬂt 11,
1778y giving the atory of the ceremony in Oongress on iuguet 6 as it
regeived Gérard, minister plenipotentiary from the King of France (XIT,
PRy xxviwxxix)y  These reports were followed by aoples of & letter from’
the King of ?mm to Congress, gérardls address to Congress, and the
responge of the President of Gcmgrua, Hetiry Laurens, to Gérard's sddress
(XIIy poe, xxixexzxiv)e | ‘

- Liord Weymouth went before the House of Lardum on Hareh 16, 1778,
with the smnounsement thut he had a nessnge from the King to comimnd cate
the following day. Ev@rym knew vt»h&ﬁ‘ the megsage would repurt the Pronsh -
Aweriesn allianee, and the snnouncement threw the. House of Lords into an
upyoar (IXe ps 8vi})e The Duke of' Manchester proposed a motion thet the

ninletry be dismissed for keaving brought so much +rouble on England, but

? Q Upras pn, 47*48;

O
L+ Poters, loo, oit,
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his motdon wes rejeoted (JX, v oviil)s The ssne day Lord North nade an
identienl announcement abaut the Frenph-imérican allisnee in the Houee of
Qommonss  Grenville observed that the subject of the ressage was elresdy
known and proposed an addrass te the King asking him to present for their
axmuination all pepers soncerning the operstions of France towsrd an
allienee with smerica (¥Xy ps oviij)s Rdeund Burke censured the minigtry
for having ignored the operations of the Freneh umtil thet time (IX, ps
oix)y Dunning, another member of the House of Gommonsg, belleved the
minbetors ineapable of handling the government in & war with France (IX,
pe ®x})s Fox asld thet he kmew of the Franch-fmeriesn treaty long before
the minisbry professed knowledge of it. He felt thet they should be
blamed for not finding out 4f they did not know sbout the %resty, and if
they did know about 1t, they wers %o be hiamadl‘fw not, wking dséfangiw '

‘ Mam_m; pueh &8 ‘Mmf recall of experienced troovps from Auweriewm (IX, ppe
exj~oxijls Pox eoncluded his arguments by esking for the dismissal vof‘,k
the winieters (XX, ps oxv)s Lord Worth repliad that he believed his
aam.iliatmry‘ propositions would esuse Amerisa to refuee to retify the
French tresty (TX, ps oxvij)e | |

On. bhe follewing day,; ¥Wareh 17, 1778, lLords ¥Weymouth and North resd
the King's measuge to thelr respestive chambers, the Houes of Lords and
the Houge of (oumons, This message reported thai France and imerica had
signed a treetys» The King aleo announced that he hud reealled the British
smbaseador from Faris and asked Parliament to sustain s just and hecewsary
war (IX, pgm oxix-~oxz)e In ’t.ha Houge of Lorde, Lord Abingdon made the

comment thet England wes now going to fight Frange and Spain even though



aha:wa& too feable to fight Ameriea slone (IX, pe oxx))e
| After veading the messege in the Commons, Lord North proposed an
addrens ‘to the King assuring him of that bedy's loys)l supports Baker
unsussesnfully propossd an smendeent esying thet the loyal support would
be grambed if the minimtry were dimalssed (IX, P exxij)» Lord North
asaured the Commony that the government finanoes were in good sondition,
that Prance would not invadé BEngland, and that the navy wis ss strong ss
evers He sald that all members shomld stand resdy to sid the Xing in
wiping out this Ingult to Englend (IX, vs oxxiij)e On the following day,
#areh 18; 1778, both hoases approved the sddress to the King es drawn up
by Lord Borthe The banker asoompanied this with the report that stocks
had gons still Yower (IX, ps omxii))s
On ¥arch 835 1778, the House of Lorde agreed without opposition to
sppure the Eing dhet it was ready Lo support him in placing the militis
in resdiness Yo war agpinet France (IX, ppe gix:ijwalxxiij)A, The Duke of
Rickmond stated that he believed that Frame did nok sectuslly wash war and
that « reeall of troops and regonsilietion with Americe would Porestall the
war with Franee (11X, pe olxziv-clxxv)y Lord Sandwich belisved that war
with Pronos was inevitable (XX, pw wluxvi)s  The banker swimerized the
debates in this fashiont |
En gfnéyal, 11 fut reconmu dans oee débote, par les deux partis,
que la guerre étuit agaurde; que la FPrance sttayusreoit ow aux leles

ont danp 1'Inde, ou su Dansda, pout Bbtre mbme d?¥e la Grande-Bretugne
ou en Irlande 4 » » (IX) ppse olxxviijmolxxix )

n In general, it ﬁma recognlzged in these dabwhma‘by hoth parties
that war was assured, that France would attack aither the ialanda, India,
or Canadey perhaps even Grest Hritain or ITveland . « » ‘
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The debatoes in the House of (ormons conveyed wmoh the oeme ebtitude ag
thoss in the Houge of Lords (14, pa elx«dx),

Furthemors, the banker reported on Margh 2k, 1778, thet the winistry
seomed to be happy over France's allianse with the Americnns beosuss 1%
alded exbensively tlw*@muabmmw in the British swmed forces (X% pe olxxx)e
He also reported thet Franee hed plaosd sn eubargo upron all the English
vessele and pallors found in the varlous French porta, e eonsidered
this bo be a mesns of forging the English to restoras a large mumber of
Frenoh vegsels captured by the Britdsh in the preceding year (X%, ps elxxxiii).

Om Apri} By 1778y in the Houws of Lords, Lord “he lburne pleaded for
war with Frences He conpldered thet war with Frénom wotd 4 he the surest
nothod of retaining imeric. s He was. sure thub plenty of men could be
found for the ewmed forues axd that money would be freely loorwd to the
government 3f the present minletry, whose lesdership m sountry dietructed,
were removed (IXy ppe telxzvij-colxxvilj)s The Nuke of Pichmond presented
:_t?igui@a on the British lend and naval forees to prove that Shalburne wap
wrong sboub the eupply of wen (IX, pps colmxx-cclxxx])s Then he ssked how
Britain eould expeet to defect ‘merica and Prance combined einse it hed
been unable to defeat suerise alone (I¥, ppe colxxxi~tolxzxxi])s He sdvooated
the rewall of the Yroops from Amarica to step the alaughter there and 4o
protect the Mmm¢lnmd from Premch invesfon (IXy p» colxxxii])s

The English were becoming apprehensive of the armed eid whioh the
Frensh ware prarimg, to extend to ‘marica. Perhape thelr grestesmt fear
wae that the Fremch would invede the Britdsh Islea., The banker armounted

on April 17, 1778y that eeveral “nglish vesaele hud been menlgned teo obsorve
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the movements of the French fleet at Toulon under the laaderahipy of the

Count N'Estaing (XX, pe coov))s Om Key 9, 1778, he reported this rench
fleet en route to Amerios to ald Washington in his efforte to blockade
Howe in Philadelphie (Xx ve ¥iij)s On May 5, 1778, the House of Oommons
beoams embroiled in a debate over the failure of the fnglish fleet to
leave Pertamouth even though D'Hstaing'e French squadron was already on
its way to Amerioca (X, pps xvlj~xx)s Townshend insisted uvon the necessity
of mgtlon by the fnglish flest before the French squadron at Brest and the
Spunieh Pleet at (ﬁaﬁia Joined forves to attack the British Ysles (X, pe xxiv).
The querrsl continued on the followlng day when Lord Germain expleined
that the ministry did not wish to allow the British flest to depert umtil
Britain's internsl safebty was assured, He a&aé sald thet the cabinet sent
erders for its depariure va soon as pospilble after hearing of the sailing
of the French Toulon fleet for Amerioa (X, pps xxxiijwxxxiv)y Burke warned
thet Howe might well suffer Burgoyne's fate unleas Britain got its navy
inko agtlon quickly (X, pe 3xxvi)s On May 8, 1778, the House of Comsone
vassed Heredith's resolution asking that the Commons be allowed to exemine
all notices given the minimtry relutive to the armament end sailing of the
Prench Toulon squadron (X, pe x1j)s The same motion presented by the Duke
of Richmond in the House of Lords veused gonsiderable surprise vhen it
passed over Lord Weymouth's strong objections (X pe x1¥)e

The banker veported that the general opinicn in London wee that the
Count I''Zeteing could do nearly whet he plessed in Amerioa since Lord Howe's
Fleet was in poor aendition (X, pe xlvi])s Oeneral Hows, he wrote, would

be out off without reinforcements if N'Estrdng's sotus) destinstion wes
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Amerdoa (X, pa xlvdi))s

In his letter of Way 22, 1778, the banke r primted two writings
songerning the conduet of the ministry after the derarture of the French
fleet from Toulons ‘Tha_;rir;at of the writings prajsed the ministers for
their speed in drawing up orders for the departure of the finglish flest
from ?w&mmuth. The fleet was help up by a gtife contrary wind (X,

Pps bxaxvij~lxxxviij)s The second writing described the totnl laock of
gpead ueed by the minietry in drawing up the orders. Hare it wes reported
thet a lack of provisions instead of a sontrary wind prevented the suiling
of the fleet, This writing also mporteci that the minlsters did not hear
of the sailing of the French fleet from Toulon wntil fourteen days later
and “hhﬁn_nom of the minietry exoept Germain was in London. Finalily, after
the interminable waste of time in getting the news and in provisioning the
fleet, Admiral Byron left in the fage of a conbrary wind, returned the next
day, and remained there long after the wind ohunged (X, pps lxxxix-xo ),

It doss appear that Englend should have heen sabls to do something more than
wae dome to hinder the progress of the French fleat.

The Lords took up, on May 25, 1778, the consideration of the notloes
raselved by the minietry concerning the ammsment and salling of the Prench
Toulon squadrons The flret notice was deted January 3, 1778, und & scontinumse
atream of notlces had flawed into the offices of the varlous secratariss from
then on (X, pe al,f)» Richmond was the Piret to spesk efter the resding of
the notices was oompleteds. He expressed the opinion that the ministry
should have sent a squadron to the Mediterranesn o prevent the arming of

the French fleat since they had known of it einos Jemuury (X, pe olj)e In
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a somparison of the British with the Prench and Spanish flests he found
that of hig ovn country lacking in meny respscte (X pe olij)s In olomsing,
Riohmond eharged the minieters with eriminal neglect of their duties in
allowing the arming of this Pronch fleet to go ons. Lord Sundwich offered
mathematioal proof that England had a larger number of shipe then France
and Spains He blamed the delay in the salling ni‘ the Englich flest on
insuffiolent sguipnent end sontrary winds (X ppe oliv-clv)s

on ’Bha u&m&‘day‘* ¥ay 25, 1778ythe reporta wmentiorsd mbove were read
to the House of Commonss The eorclusions reached by VFersdith of the Houge
of Commons after mmmg the notices were much the same ap those exprewaed
in the Houpe of Lords by the Duke of mﬁﬁmmcs {Xs pps olx)-0lxij)e Luttrel
thought that & ship should be gent to warn Lord Howe of D'Beteing's coming,
although it would have been far better to stop DEebaing at Gibmlﬁ.ar
(Xs be olxi})s Byng sonsidered Britain lost 1f she could not protest
gibralter; snd Fox expragsed the sewe idee (X, pe olziljds Loxd North
counterad by saying that the English fleet was kept at home for protection,
adding that all outlying possessions could not be prohected (X, poe elxive
e1xv )y '

Open warfare with ﬁ'z:ama was brought nearsr by the action of the.
Britieh Admiral Xeppel m osnpburing thres French veseels, two warships and

& merohantmens The story of this capbure was taken fron the Court Cemette

of June 27, 1778y which printed three letters from Keppel to the fdmireliys
The story was interesperssd with derogatory comwents by the banker (X, ppe
oppxlyi~conlxid))s The merchonte of London, me well ae the ministry, were

angyry with Xeppel over this affuir becamuse the ineldent could easily open



7h

hostilities with Frence (X; ps voclxiv)y Keprel, u short while leber, .
a‘cmpmnaw& matbors still more by sapturing two more French merchanbmeny
neither of whieh wap enpaged in Awerigen btrades Thess m;;murae gausad
sbooky *bé:‘g:@ I'tmwsr bedause of fear of & French war (X, ps doelxvi)s On
July 10, 1778, the benker reporbed thet Keprel wes still in port, and that |
%m wap bolieved in London that he would not be sent oub agein end thet the
QM@'@ he hed éapmmd wonld  be r%:tuivm@ to France with apologles (X,
Py 2V ) |

Thiz denger of war esused debates in the Hmwavaf Lorde on June 2,
17785 on the advimbiimy of provoguing Parliswents: ‘The Duke of Bolbtowm
moved for adjourmment inetesd of prorogution snud tited the denger of am
attack by Frenge at s time when the minigtry hed mmounved that it eould
not aﬁf‘aly ddnpateh a m‘mll pquadron to defend Glbralter (X1, pe Liv)s
He referred to an emburgs then laid on British ehipping snd considered thet
this meant that the winistry feured un invasion (XI, pe 1vilj), YWeymouth
denied the denger of invasion end waid thet the enbargo was imposed in
order that seilora might be teken off merchent ships 1o mun the warships
(XL p» 1x)s Lord Demden socused ¥rengs of having secretly elded Ameripe
while urging the British ministry on in its foolhardy plun of sonquering
the ocolonies, The sole purpose of this, ke sald, wae Lo denude the British
Tales of men and eguipment in order to make & F#@mh attask eesler (XY,
ppe Ix3=1xi))e Spuints arsemente, Cemden sald, uh&mad thet she was soon
going to join Franee (XX, ps Ixiij)e He Poared that the British army amd
navy in Ameriga would be ut the mersy of N'Gstaing (%I, m Lav)s Lord

Shelburne alm spoke on the veoy state of 55.‘;15411%&1 defonees both uwh home
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and in dhe outlying popsessions (XIy; ppe lxvij-lxxii)e Lord Bristol .
denounsed Lord gandwich for having prmﬂad that Britain's mew foroes wers
dapable of handling Freance and Spein both when he was later unable to
detach a squadron to observe D'Retaing or to uld Lord Howe (XI, ps lxxifi)s
The Duke of mvamrmdxraiwmtad the often~repested charges that the minfstry
was nogligent; inefficient, snd inoapable of handling affairs {XIy pps
Laxyif~dxax)s Lord Semdwich explained that the embargo then in forse was
for the purpose of securing esallors for the navys He denfed thet he had
ever yeporbed the navy upsble to diepateh & suuadron to cheerve N'Estaing
{ XDy poo Taxod du

At thie point the banker primwd another Mtialam written by one
who salled himeelf "Aretus® {XI; ppe lyxxix-zeiy)s MAratus” Penred that
the minletry was o anxious to keep peape with Prance that it would resognize
Amerkean i’nd@.‘mﬁa&w (XTI ppe lxuxlz-xa)s Thie recognltion, he wrote,
would only vement more firmly the union betwaen Prance snd imerics because
Amprioa would then be grateful to France for securing ite independengs
{XY, pv 2e)s Bies vounmsel wag that Englamd chould withdraw all its forces
frop Mperita and employ them inm amn effort toddPeat France (XX, pps awﬂ:ﬁ&j "

‘{mzm‘gum. 14, 1778, the banker printed another artisle by “Amﬁuw“‘
whom the banker now balieved te be Lord Shelbumme (%I ,‘ P mxlixh The
counsel given by 'ivatus™ above L sbmilar do that piven by Shelhurne in

the Howse of Mrdm]‘f’ on April 8, 177Bs Yiratus" wrote that under ne conditions

m‘éugr&, T 5?Q

1
5 ﬁm raa Pn ?IOQ
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sould Britain escept the humiliating preposal of Oongress that the thirteen
oolonles not only regeive thelr independence but alse that Frence ba
oonaidersd as one of the powers to approve the tresty (XI, p e coxlizm-oel).
England, he wrote, oomld defent both sountriss 4f 4t would get « new
mindsbry (XXs pe opl)s |

The long feared arrivel in Anerics of DMieteing'sa French flest came
tnoduly By 1778, when ho appesred off the somet of Virginis. on July 6
he weg in Chesapeske Bay end on July 8 at the enbrance of the Delaware
Rivery too late, however, to attmck Lord Howe (XI, ps colxviz)s He then
appaayred off tandy Hook on July 11 with £ifteen ehips (XX, re oelxil]).
ﬁwa he remained blocking lLord Howe in Hew York Bay (XI, pe celxxvi])s
tn July 18 he was atill there (¥I, p« coxei)s and it was reported that
pevaral prominent inmhebitents, smeng them Governor Livingistm of Few Jorsoy,
hod dined abpard hie ship (I, pe ocoxel))s Commenting on the blockede of
Fowe; & writer im the iffaires vwho signed hineelf “fmesel® saw no possibility
of & hapyy outeome for Hows begeuse M'Estuing’s ships were new while Howe's
had beon in the water sonstantly for two yearss, He ‘also asked why Lord
fiandwich hed not stopped the wam:b flest at Gibraltur soon afber 1t left
Toulon (¥1y poe otexiij~eeenvis On July 28, 1778, D'Estuing eudienly left
Hew York and went to Yhode Island vhere the English wore wmensced by General
Sullivan of the Amerisan army (XI, ppe socaxxvij-socxxxvil])s Loxd Howe
followed D'Esbeing to ¥hode Island, lesving New York on sugust 6, 1778+
(XX34 ppe oxxxij-oxxxil))e D'Esteing ercived at dhode Jeland on July 29
gnd hie zﬁrmmg seuned the British to burn o vesssl which they had there

(X1, ppe exxxiij-oxxxlv)s On ugust 11, 1778, D'Estaing observed thet
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Lord Howa's gquadron was drawing near his position ot Newport, Whode
Ielands  Both the Prench end British sguadrons drew cud to sea and wers
ready to do battle when # stoms struck them, separating the squadrons and
doing vensiderable demage (XIT, e oxl)e D'Retaing eventually, on fuguet
28y arrived at Bopton to repalr his aﬁipa (X¥1Ts pe oliv)e

The bamker'e lebter of Ovtoher 26; 1778, reported & quarrel in
lotters between the two writere who designsted themselves "sratus" and
"hig Gonsbauents?  "iratus® believed thet Britein should exterminste the
French fleet after first removing the ministry and then Britein would he
in a position Yo treat advantageously with imeriea (XIT, »s olxij)s The
“hig eonpdquent” sonsidered thet s war with Frence would be fatal to
England snd would soneslidate the Prenchi~imericsn wnion,  He slso desired
the disnfssal of the sinisters, but he weobed fmsedlote resongiliation
with pmeries (XII, ve olxiids In a letter whigh he ﬁ-émigmmﬁ his last,
"aratus” sald thet Frence could not ke sonsidered o defender of imerican
liberty besmee she did not enter the war until smerican liberty wis agsured
sfter Purgogne's defeat (XII, pps elxvij-clzviij)s The "thig ecosbquent
anpwered ae umisl that & war with Prancs would be futal to Britein (XIT,
px oluxvi)) and thet France was fmericn's defender because ehe furnished
imeriea with supplies even hefore the allisnce (EIT, pr clxxxi])s
| 'I"hwt'am:&mr'ﬁ letter of November 27, 1778, reported the discourse
of the King to Parliement on Movember 26, 1778 (XIT, ppe occoxuviij-ccoxzxi),
In his addrese the Kiog berated Prance first for having plven nworet aid
to the Amerisens and them for contracting an allisnce with them (XIT, ps

., teoxxviii)s He mmounsed hips intention of carrying on the war with fmerioca
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urtt 41 the Americans would submit to British ponbrol (X1, prv oooxxix-—
edexxx)s  In the dmmm&maflm'tm King's diegourse Lord Coventry in the
House of Loerds opposed the King's intenti n of carrying on the war; and
Lord Suffelk inelsted that the remaining weans of reducing fmericu should
be. wped only as ¢ last resorts The Bishop of Peterborough declared that
var with Pranos and imerioa both would meen the ruin of nglemd (XIT,
pre geexsxlrosoxxxiil s In the House of Oommons Tosmshend signified hie
opponibion to parrylng on the war with smeries (MIIs pre cCoxXXLV~CGOXXXV )e
Fox dneisted thal E»ritam had not enough nuevel foroes to hold out against
both Y’r&amz‘e; énd Spalne His sounsel wae thet the ministry should reoall
81l armed forees from Mmerlios inm order to oprose France end fSpein (XIT,

Phy BEOXRXXV-QCERARV] Ya

In studying the history of forelgn ald for the Americans as presented
by the Affaives, it is necessary to keep in mind that thie periodical wes
written to influence the F‘rénm meopls and povernment to ald the Auericens.
The reforms, it is only naturel thet the account of forelpn ald in this
journsl should songers simost exclusively the aid given by Franes, ¥ith
news braveling s slovly as it did in the days of the famariwm_!fetweluﬁian; ‘
it Is doubtful thal meny ¥Wnglishmen were sure when they forecasted that
Framee would ally herself with the 'A%nwiasm states. Howsver, the sgcounh
hare seans to indionte that one wmight suspect that France, being Sngland'e
traditional enemy, would aid the Americsng at lowst secretly. There peemed
to be o dlspositlion on the part of the minleters to dgnore this facte This
dieposition is al) the wore avi‘d&nt when one eonelders thet tho minlsters

apparently kner of the Frenoh alliunde for some time bofore they sommanionted
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1t to Parliament or took any ateps Lo countevact i,

The miniegters &156 feigned ignorence on the sublect of the moverents
of the French flectss This fact indicates bhit the nerbers of the o asition
ware probably sorreet when they charged that tho British navy wer in no
sondition to step thess French flastss However, it s doubtful whether
the epposition im this enee wea as shrong ap the reports in the Affaires
wonkd. seam o, indicetes . In the few places whers the vote on verimue
proposple and motions wee glven the adminlstration wae shewn to heve had

a rether essy majoritys
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THE DISFUTES A2ISING Pooe THE DEFE T OF
BUPGUYNE AT 8/RATOGA

The purpose of this chapter will be to glve an weeount, as .resented
in the A Maﬂ,mg; of the astw of the Jritieh General Johm Murgeyne after the
Bettle of Baratoga whish enddd on Nwetober 1%, 1777 » with the total defeat
of the Britich army under Burgoyne. The American eowvwenier wae Jensral
Horatdio Gatess This Batile of Baratoga ham been celled one of the fifheen
mouh degipive battles in the history of the WOI’ldQl

The resgon for ineluding here nateriul soncerning the conditions
after Barstoge is theb it ie rarely discussed in Ameriesn histories. The
matordal is dnberesting rather than dmportant, However, it le valuable
for the light which it eheds on the sxtreme lack of knowledge of conditions
in Ameriee on the part of those who dirseted the war from the council tebles
in Londons

Since the Affairves do mot present the story of the evenis lesding
up Lo the defeat of Burgoyne at Suretogas it usy be well to give u brief
nooount & this Foin'hua John Burgoyne was sent to fwerics »ith fereral

William Howe as & m&jar»g&kmml perly in 1779 He vwes in “oston it the

! gdverd G \ olsive Battlew of the ‘orld fruw
Bdward Greasy, The Piftecn Deoisive Bettlew of i ovld .
Morathom to 7aterlon (New York: Harper snd Brothers, TOrEY, Tie 29B-826,

2 The material for this mccount is teken Irom George Rancroft,
History of the United States of Aneries frow bhe Liscovery of the Gontinunt,
vole. (Boston: Littie, Brown, end Company, T8757, Volu 1V, piw 4002 wnd
61835 Tols ¥y ppe 296-B005 Vols VI, pua Sl
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time of the Battle of Punker HAlly In June, 1776, Burgoyne apreured in
Twebew with & divielon of Brunswlok merdenary troops to sid Carleton in
breeking completely the siege of Quebscy Sometime afterward he returned
to England and there st in Oounoll with Lord Germein 4o plan the northern
eampaign of 1777 in which the Canadisn army wee to go Prouw Cancda to Albany
and the eity of Few York in order to divide the aalbnieai

On Mey 65 1777y Burgoyne arrived at Cuebse to take the command of
the Osnudien ewmy from General Qarlstons He irmedistely met to work
getharing men and supplies and eterted the trip to Kew York. it first he
oonsidered the ﬁ#ip g aimple affairs Burgoyne had u considersble mmber
of Indians in his amy and tried to kesp them from seelping. On July 6,
17774 Burgoyne's forees veptursd Fort Ticonderoga from the imerlcanss His
amy toiled on southward thyrough the heat of mldavemer wnd the swemps as
the men beceme more and more dispiriteds By July 30, 1777, he had him
headguarters on the banka of the Hudson Rivere MNow progress heocame even
more difficuld; many Canadiens deserted snd Indian allles were lesvings
Burgoyna was st this point depending upon supplies shipped from Fngland
over the tortuous routs Prom Quebsc. With greatly depleted ranks he fought
his way down the Hudaon River umtil Qabﬁbarvﬁg 1777, when he wue stopped by
the mmeriocsnss On mé eighth of Oetober Burgoyne began to rebrest, on the
eleverth the Americens captured nost of his gupplies, on the twelfth his
srmy was sompletely surrounded aﬁd oxposad to the fire of the Auerloans,
and on October 15 e counoll of hie officers declded that 1t would be beoet
to submit, General (ates, the Amarimag commander, tgreed to Burgoyne's

propogal that his men lay down their mrme and be sent to Hoston for trang-
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portation %o England on the somdition thut they not serve again in Horth
Ameriva during the war. Thig sgreement wes signed on Ostober L7 1717

The Affsives had little to sey aboub Burpgoyne umtil after the
defeat at Saratoga. ‘ﬁm hagust 16, 1.7‘76.“}1@ London banker had mentioned
& plan of thet ysar to join the Qanadian army under Burgeyne with Howe's
army then diasembarking at nglialmdu- The jungtion wae to be made by wey
of the Hudeon River route (I, 7y ps 86)s On December 10, 1776, the banker
mﬁoﬁh@ﬂ. that Burgoyne had reburned from Cuebess He indioauted that it
wep the general opinion in Londen that Burgoyﬁa would not return to Canada
begause he had not succesded in making the junotion with Howe's srmy (II,
15y ppe oxxix-sxxx)s ' Howsverythe poetseript of Desember 11, 1776, noted
thet Burgeyne would veturn to Osneds for the next eempaign (III, 13,
Pr ORAR )
The
gonpaign of 1777 was well under way.‘ On fgust 19, 1777, it was reported

ffaires did not again heve » report on Burgoyne until the

that o great desl of ineredulity surrounded the {den thut Burgeyne had
eaptured Ticonderoga om July 7 ae rsported by the minietry (VI, 26, p« x1i)«
However, a comparison of this report with the sdcount ﬁiv&n earlisr in

this ghapter showe ﬁ?m report to he true amapﬁ for an error of one day

in the dm@ﬁ The banker himself, on Sepbember 16, 1777‘: acknowledged the
authentiodty of the report and printed & lettsr from the imerican Cenaral
Suint Clair to Qomgress dated July 14, L777, on the subject of the svague~
tion of FPort Tioconderogas He attrihuted the loss to the lack of'mem on the

’ Supra, ps 81e
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pard of the Ameriesns (VI, 87, pre lxj-lxiij)s
- The first indioation of ;vlfmt gugeess night be expacted Lrom Burgoyne

wan given in the banker's letter of Cetober 21, 1777, where it wee remurked
that an expedition led by Howe against Staten Ieland, Wew York, prevented
his sending troops to ald Burgoyne (VI 30, va elxxxi))e This report
eame after the defent of Burgoyne hed-tanken place but befors the news was
recoived in Tnglands ‘The banker wrote further that Burgoyne hod retchad
the Hudsom Biver on July 30; 1777, and there found hie peesege barred by
&ml American army which wae immmimg daily (VI B0, pe olxxxili)s An
interesting sidelight is the report made by Gemeral Qlinton's Hew York
Gazette,  This report steted théﬁ Burgoyne on Augass b, 1777, repulsed
the Awericene ben miles sbove Albany and then captured the city, routing
' ‘acmplam&y tha»ﬁ%riuan Srmy. T'hié; paper #lso reported that Burgoyne had
baen aided hy the imericen Gens ol cohuyler who gave u: £ifteen hundred
men to him (VI; 30, pe elxxxv)e Thimy gvent nevar Imp?ﬁﬁa‘d anci the banker
shated his‘ disbelisf of the report. He went on to say that General Gatea
of the imerisan army had received rainforsements from the militin of the
nordiern gtates (VI, 30, ps clxxxzv))s On October 22, 1777, the further
report wam glven that Cene rafl.‘ Arpold had 3oiﬁed Getes and that the Americen
amy wee resisting Burgoyne vigorously at Saratoga (VI, 30, ps exej)s The
banker d¢id not have much feith in Burgoyne's ability to defeat the Ameriomns
and i‘amwkad that Burgoyne wag pmpous ¢ Leeved 100 many proclametions, end |
spent too much money (VI, %0, pe coli])s

(lenoral Burgoyne wrote a letter from Saratogm, Auguet 20, 1777+ This

lettor was printed in the Court Guzette of Londoen, He told of his troubles
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in moving forward and the fact that provielons were low und communiostione
wore hard to meinteins He spoke of hie hopes of receiving sseistence from
General Howe, who seemed to have forgotten him'(VII,, Aly poe Axivezxvy) e

It wae not until December 9, 1777, that the Afi’aimg hed & report
of the defeat of Burgoyne at Saratoga (VII, 35, ps lxxxix)s A few pages
later there was printed a letter taken from a Boston newspapers The lettier
was from General Gates to the president of the counsil of Messachusetis
Bay and was written at -Albm, Oatober 19, 1777+ Gates hers announced
the surrender of Burgoyne and thet he was .wnclirig, Burgfayne‘a army to
Boston (VII, 335 s ovf)s |

In the House of Commons on Decgember 5, 1777, Lord f}ermam, who had
planned the Hudwon River cempeign with Burgoyne, took upon hmaelf' the
blame for Burgoyme's failures He sald that theee plens would have been
succezpful 4f his informetion comerning the true state of affeire in
Amrie‘n had been correst (vm, 34, p. ell)s Burke and Fox gonsidered that,
if Lord Germain blamed himeelf for Burgoyne's defeat, he should comunicate
t0 the CQommons all ingtmotions senmt to Burgoyne (VII, 34, p. 61ij)e On
the theory thaet one should not pl&n‘aﬁmpmig}m unless he has all necessary
information, Colonel Barrd snd Burke expresged their indignation with
germain for baving done juet that (VII, 3%, pps oliij-eldiv)s

Lord Chatham in the House of Lorde aleo laid the hlmé for Burgeyne's
defleat on the ministrys He felt that Burgoyns should be respectfully
troated on his return from Ameriom (VII, 54, by alvi)e Lord Shelburﬁu
blamed Burgoyne's defeat on the faot thut he cormtinued hie attempt to

reach Albany in epilte of the faet that more experienced men had denounced
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the plan. This, helbume sald, was not Burgoyne's fault but was due %o
the positive orders glven him by the minietry, He belleved that, if
Howe's erders had been me positive, he would have gore to ald Burgoyne
(VIls B4y pps olxu-clxx))sy To aid in throwing more blame on the ministry,
the bunkey added that Burgoyne sald he hed positive orders to wint&r in
#lbany und was trying to get there when he wes defected (VII, 5%, p, olxwswi])s

On April 10, 1778, the London banker reported that Burgoyne'ls army
would net he allowed to returnm to England until Xing George agraed to his
eapitulations Congress passed this maolutiunl* hacauge it folt that Burgoyne
might not hold to the agresmemt (IX, pe colxxiv).

On May M, 1778, it was reported that Gensral Burgoyne hed arrived
unexpectedly in Englands It was belleved that hie presence there was by
the perniseion of Oungress to alleow him to nersusde the King and Parlisment
40 sooaept the termg of his capltulation so thet his army night be allowed
%06 return to England (X, ps 1liv-lv)s In his next letter, that of May 22,
1778; the banker commented on Burgoyne's cape by saying thet he had bean
pragtioally ignored sinse his retuwm to Englands The bamker seewed to
balieve that little could be done to judge his case until Burgoyne had
abtained his relemss as sn imericen prisomer (¥, poe Lxxx-lzxzii)s

This letter from the London banker alec-cordained en article written
by the partigans of (eneral Oavleton. These friends of Carleton were

artugonietis to Burgoyne baceuse they felt that he had gaused Qarleton te lose

* willien Bdward Hertpole Leaky, The imaricsn Revulution 1763-1783
(New York: D« Appleton and Qompany, 18981, ne 347,
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biy command in Qanades Here wag made the gtitenent that Carleton had been
convinoed that Burgoyne's plen of reaching Albany was imoomsible with the
forces avellable. To resch Carleton's superiors, Burgoyns returned to
England, drew publis disfavor upon Ourleton,und soliecited his owmn appointuent
to head the project of dividing the colonles by way of the Hudson niver.
Howe had warned Burgoyne that he gould give him no alid, but Burgoyne went
ony hoping to reap-for himself all the honor of carmying out the ecanpalgn.
Hle ehose to ignore the fact thut he had many obabsoles Lo surmount befors
he eould reach Albeny, and then he tried to blase his failure on shat he
éalled hia posltive orderss His orderd ware, in fact, only general and
1sft a great deul Yo his own diseretion {X,pps Laxxiij-lxxxvi)s

The benker noted on May 23, 1778, that the House of Commons had get
Hay 26 as the date to henr Burgoyne's story. He wrote that Burgoyne had
placed the ninlstry in a predicament by complaining thet the imericans had
broken the rules of the Saratopn sapitulation. Becauss of his compleint
ﬁongmlas‘ demanded the approval of the British court Lfor the eapitulations
If the eourt gave ity approval, it would amount to & virtual recognition of
smwrican independence (X, ps x0ili)s

In the House of Canmons on May 26, 1778, Myner moved thet the chamber
he foymod into a comitiee of the whole Lo consider Burgoyne's affair (X,
ps oxolv)s Burgoyne sherged that hé had been left without support. In
answar to Wilkes' oomplaint, Burgoyne armounced thet he had used Indians in
the camp.ign in order to forestall an /weriocan wllisnce with the Indians
(X, preexeve-oxov])s He insisted that Congrees hed never regurded him av &

prismmer and had allowed him to orme 4o ¥nglend st his own requeet in order
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thet he might justify himself and his troovs (X, pe oxevii)s With regard
te the oontroverey over his orders, Burgoyns protester that they were
perenpbory and foreed him toward zlbeny with ineufliclent forces snd no
help from Gensrel Howes He was insistent in his dewand that all pepers
songerning his orders be examined (¥, pps oxevij-cxeviii)s His concluding
remearkes conbaingd s deniul thet he had any jesleusy of Carleton or Howe
and shated that the Americans had vielated publie faith in their methods .
of handling his troope (%, pp« cxoix-oeij)s |

Lord germein considered that Burgoyne could be julged betiter by =
militery court than by Parliament, eepscially since he was mtill an snerican
prisoners Thies saused Burgoyne to siute smphatioally ugain thet he wae
not n prisoner (X, ppe celij~coiv)e Lubtrel thought it strenge that a
minigter should be quarreling with his g meral instead of uphol-ing him
(Xs pps volvesow)s He implied his support of Burgoyne snd his lack of faith
in the minlatry by sbating that they would have protested Burgoyne if he
had disobeyed thelr orders and quit hie flag inetsad of belng over-zealous.
This attatk enraged Germain and his actions threw the Oommons inte an
uproar (X, pps oovi-cevij)s The dispute between Luttrel and Gammn wand
on untll early moining when the motion to congider Burgoyne's affair wae
deglined without a vobe (X, poe wvij-mox‘).

On the following dey Burgoyne reiterated his stelement that his
orders were precise (X, ps cexxiv)s He was bitter in his complaint thab .
the minietry wes persesuting him sfter he hsd mo zealonasly carried out

thelr peremptory orders (X, ps 00xxv])s

Rigby did not belisve that Burgoyne's
affulr shauld interset Parlisment bedsuse Burgoyne was stiil & rrisoner of

ware He thought that a military eourt formed of Burgoyne's suneriors wasp
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the only tribunal in which Burgoyne cmuiﬁ be judged bub this could not
even be done as long as he was u prisoper (X, phe amxx#iijwcaxxix)ﬁ
sdvovate-fieneral Thurloe, bescause he also sonsidered Burgeyne an American
prisoner, doubbed thut he hed the right o his geut in rarlisment. In
the susseeding uproar, Egrgeyﬂe agein insisted thut he wag ap fros as any
British ¢itizen. The imerieens, he seid, wore glad for him to come in
the hope that he would tell the truth 4n Parlisment about the Anerican war
{(%y pre cgxzmij~cexxxiv)e The point concerning Burgoyno'!s right to his
gest in Parlisment wes setilsed by the presiding officer who declared it te
be porfectly velid (X, pe voxxav])e

Loxd North ulso considered Burgoyne & prisoner of the Auericanss
However, he abpolved Burgoyne, ss well as the winlstry, from all blune for
Burgoyne's defeat (I, n« oexllx)s Later Burgoyne conbtinued his defanse
whenever the opportunity apiearsd. it ons tine he charged that the ninletry
did not seek informitlon frowm reputshle offlcers congerning his condust
(%X, vpe ooxi-ooosi))s He insieted further that his orders were positive
and quoted from & lettor sent by Germain to Cerleton in which Burgoyne was
frderad to orows Leke Champlain and go as quickly as possible to Albany
shere he was 10 put himeelf under the orders of General Mowe (X, »» coexvij).
Germain denied Burgoyne's charges that he had taken counsel from disreputable
officlels in Burgoyne's afffsir, (ermain also sald that 1t was apperent
thet, Amerion wanted to evede the Sarstopn agresment (X, ps oooxix)s Charles
Fox ¢losed the debutes on this subjest with the etstement. thet Burgoyne
gould not he judged by a militery council beenuss no one charged him with
any feult apalnet the rules of war (%, ps cOOXX)

Burgoyne, howaver, did net glve up in the face of these assertions
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thet 1t was not Parlimment's pluce to Judge his conduct. on Novenber 26,
1778, he again lodged his complaint with the Commons thet his ouse had not
heen consldered by the King or Parliament (XYY, po. cocxvj-caexvi))s Thia
wag followed by n debate between him and Germain (XII, nu, cccxovi-ccoe)s
On Desesber 1, 1778, Burgoyne made & motion Lo have the Commons view all
p&p@m concerning his srmy since its srrival st Boston. The motion was
passed without oppoeitdion (XTI, ps eceoe)s  Apparently y however, little was
| dome to settle the matter even after this motion had been passed, Several
months laber, on March 29, 1779, when the House of Commons rmsped a motion
t0 have a ecommittee, in the prsuanaa of several offivers, examine the
letters whioh had paseed between the Howes snd Germain, Burgoyne rushed
another motion through the House of Commons to have his om vupers examined
by the sane cgmmi&a*baa {XI¥, pps olij-~civ)s Exactly a m'nth later, on
April 29, 1779y Lord Nugent asked the House of Qommone to drop all coneldera-
tions of the charges against the Howes' conduct in America (XIV, pva olxviij-
olxx)s When he had finished, Burgoyne expressed the hore that the Gommons
weuld not oast Mic‘l& his owm cuse this eesily. Hie conpleint that he had
not been allowed to see the King saused Lord gGermain to declare thet this
was imposeible, ag wes judggwm by & military tribunel, me long as Burgoyne
was technically a prisoner of war (XIV, tpe olxxi-clx:1])s Fox again olosed
the debates by stauting that the ministers were trying to hide their owm
u-c‘t:tom by blaming t.ha“:‘gmwalm Burgoyne's fuilure, he said, wis due %o
exaot orders which did not allow him to use hie own judgrent (XIV, no.
olxxiij-olxxvi} }Q

The meén sent Lo Ameriem by the North sonediliutory proposals in 1778



90
entered the quarrel comesrning the Ssratoge affairﬁ on August 7, 1778,
when they sent a letter to O-ngress naking that Boston harbor be opened
for Britleh ships to teke Burgoyne's anldiers to ‘nglande This army,
ihay‘ wrote, way hamgg‘hald in violation of the Saratoge convention (X1l
pps gevij~sex)s On Auguet 26, 1778, Gearge Johnotonse, one of the com-
misaloners who hed aroused considerable controversy through his efforts
to bribe & member of mmgmuﬁ charged that Congress acted {n bad faith
in the Sarstoga affulr (XIX, vpe goxvi-gexvij)e Home time luter a frisnd
of the Londen banker wrote that he was unuble to understund how the gom-
missioners could charge Congress with breeking faith in the Saratogs affalr
when both the Ring and Parlisment refused elther to heur Burgoyne or to
ratify the Samtéga eonvention (XIIL, pe ooxxxij)v Another friend of the
banker presented muoch the seme idea but a,dd&d that British generals had
often hroken agreements and cited cases in which this had happened (XII,
pos BexEXV-soxxxv] )s He charged that Burgoyne tried to give the impression
that Congress had broken the Seratoga sgreements If this idesm would become
general, then Burgoyne would be fres to joln his army to Howe'lss Congress
had showed ite willingness to comply with the terms of the gepitulation by
gonding the Canediun priseners homs on thelr promises to fight no worer Yet
garleton had forced these same men to teke up s again (X1, ppe coxxAVii=
soxxxix v 55111 & third person writling to the banker ssid that Burgoyne's

troops broke the agreement when they damsged or destroyed their ame before

5 Su&r&j' Ps Bl

Supra, ppe 49504
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delivering them to Gatess He alav prewented five proofe of the fact that
it was Intended that Burgoyne's army wus to join Howe's in violation of
the eapitulation (XII, ppe coxli~oexlil)). This writer's final argument
x;mm that Gongrasa hed e perfact right to hold Burgoyne'!s army beocause
payment had not been made for the provisions furnished it by the Arerlcans
(XIT, pe ooxliii)e The answer made by Congress to tha d@wmhdg of the
commisaioners was in the form of a venolution etnting that Burgoyne's
troops would not be relesasd until Great Britain had retlfied the conventlon
olearly and explieitly (XI1X; pre selxj-golxi))s

This ended the reports in the Affaires on the gquarrels over the
alleged violations of the Sarategs donvention and misvonduet of Burgoyne
in Américas Thore sen be littls doubt in this matter that there ws s
great deal of faulty somduodt om the part of Burgoyne ms well ae the ministry.
The aseount in the Mffaires illustrates well, however, the diffienlty of
ocondueting a war by orders fros officlals several .tﬁwaam‘i miles aways

7ith regerd to the nlleged violations of the Sarstogs corvention,
1t appeara-likely, considaering the facte in the AfPairem to bhe correct,
that the whole matter could have heen settled by a nere ratification by the
King and Parlisment of the Seratoga agreenment. Howewver, it muy be thet
rotification wee nob s aimple as it scunds since much actionm would probably
hawm meant that the smerican etntes were recogniged as independent by Great
Yirﬂ&im Then, too, the mwy ageeptunce of this convention by the ‘ministry
and the oonesequent settline of the dispute with Burgoyne might have enteiled

a ooneldarable sdmimslon of error on the pert of British officlala.



QHAPTER VI
CONCLUSLON

‘Thias study hes been pade for the rurpose of pregenting the attitudes
of the pffaires de 1'angleterre et de 1'Mmérique on questions mesociated
with the Awerlean Revolutions The Joumel was designed to influsnce the
Prangh pabplu and ggévarrmant to sid the Americans., Therefure it was partial
toward the Awerisans from the beginning, This partiality became grester
a# time pasgeds By the time the joumal hnd reached the halfway point in
its gareer, all ‘amblénw of Impartiality had disappeared,

The Affeires printed practically nothing which weas not nesocinted

with the American Revolubion. At various times the London benker ineluded
in hig letters z?aparw of the provesdings of the sssembly of the East India
Qompany or eilnilar materdal. When such materisl aprerently had no bearing
on the cohdugt of the war or mabters connected with it, the banker usually
explained vhy he oonsidered thig certein report of value in the study of
the affire of Englend and Aserioms Por examole, at one polmt he prefeged
his report of the proseedings of the East Indis Coupany by eaying that these
matters were important in the dispute between Englend and Americe because
Englund would have to dﬁpénd upon Indis to repluce the commeres which would
be lost if Mmerlon received ite independence (VIII, 33, pv 100)s The
emphasis in the periodical was on ths Europesn implications of the war

and espedislly on those aspeots which would be most 1ikely to influence

the French peopls end government.
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Relatively 1ittle attention wes taid to the millbury events of the

ware This le in oontrast with the uttitude taken by the gagetie de jdaydml

A f'ew engagements which redelved & grest Jdeal of qublicity in urove, such
as the Battle of Baratogs, the miege of Jebecy and the Dattle of Vommoudh,
were also stressed by the Affaivesms The Buttle of carstogs recelived
consideranble speee because it had a strong influence on bringing ebout the
Franch allianee, vhieh was the end toward which the editors were working«

e 4faires devoted little space to the Decluration of Ir&d@mrsé@maa
although it did print & tranalation of the dosument (11, T, pps G5-98).
The French-pmerisen slliance received a grewt deal of attention,

The Affaires contained a large mmber of typograghiocal errors and
on the whole was rather poorly printeds Its lrrepulurity aleo must have
been somewhat disconserting, That the editors realiged this is shom by
the zvis at the end of Volume XIV, whers they stated their belief that the

publis would appregiate the repular sppearance of the banker's letters

thersaftar in the Mersurs de Frangs and the Journal historique et politicue

.d¢ Genbve (XV, supplement, pe 2)s
This journal printed a fairly couplete etory of the effeste on the

British Parlisment of the hiring of mercen.ry troope. The strength of the

! Ofv, vlimabeth Yeters, "The Awericen Hevolutlon se Seen in the
(lametta do Loyde (L774-83)," (unpublished Vaater's thepis, Yuneas Biste
Teachers Uollege of Bmporia, 1938), ps 102

@
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opposltion appeared Lo be great &f Judgnent wors made on Lhe bagin of Lhe

debates reported in the iffaires, Howaver, the votes on biile eonverning
these Germen soldiers showed the majority to be n » st cong osilions
These in Parllewent who spoke againgt the ew loyueut of Liese soloiers
probably were signifying thelr opposition to the ninieh ry nors than to the
uge of the mercenaries, The APfaires tended to disoredit way value whish
the Garman broops might have for {the Britishs

In its rather lengbhy reports on the history of vonelllatory
prozosals in Sngland, the AfTadres prementod the weuk points of these
plans in e feirly olear feshion. The Joumal showed thut there was
gonel derable esntiment for pesee in Pngland even though this sentisend
wog nob mmwmhﬂd in farliaments Very few of the ;lans pug ewbed in
Ungland recognimed that Americm would gein its Indojendence eventus)lys
Host of thoge who offeved methods of sebtling the dispute were collveted
by econoeie eonslderations. The Howe coneiliutory comsismsion wms entirely
unsuccessful because it offered nothing to the Mmericuns te lnducs thes to
reburn to thelr British alleglunce. ’I’h&_ plan drawn up by Lord Horkh in
1778 might heve been suceessful 1 1t hud been presented esclier. Cosing
gs it did ot the ecme time as the French alliense, it wee duosed to failure
from the beglmning, It wes probably sn indicution thol the Dritish govern-
ment was begioning to understand thet the Awevicuns werw iikely o oin thely
independences It may be also thot the plan wee desigus: to forestail the
asoeptance of the FPrench allisnce by the Amgriounie

But the Affaires showed thit the Qmm goverisenl. lony tended Lo

ignore the fact that Frunce would bs Likely to slly iwresil »iin Lhae Angrisane.



‘The minlptry coneletontly refused to heed the warnings of tue op,o8ltd o

partys The minletry aleo appe:red to ignore the uovesents of the Prench
Pleets even after it was well known thut Prunce Intended to uee Lie arsed
forces to ald Ameriges s the ministerisl oponents indlested, Lhis
foigned lack of knowledge on the part of the adsinisbrution was probably
due to the poor stale of the British naval forces.

The story of the alleged violutions of the Enretoge convention and
the miscondust of Gensral Burgoyne in the dirwetion of his northern
campalgn points out ome of the important ressons why Groeb Briteln wae
unable to defest the anerleens. It is practleally lu cssible to len
and direet effective cwupalgne in offices eitusted several thoumsnd nlles
Prom the ecene of & confliot, A8 to the fullure of Lthe Hritish governwent
to hesd the request of the Continentel Qungress lor formsl retifisstlon
of the Barebtoga convention, it ls probably true thet the ministry recognised
the fast that to ratify the agreement would be to meoepl the ilndependence
of the thirteen colonies as an agcomplished Tact.

g0 little effort wae made by the editors to conesul the partiality
of the ;iffaires that it seems Yoday thet anyone should huve boen able o
pergeive lte intention of spreading propaganda, lowever, the paper of'ben
ineluded artlples and discussions in whieh the value of wn amprioan #ilisnee
for France wes 8o well and thoroughly yresented hat msry jeorle rish huve
bean impmémui by the argumentos

The materials ,resented in the Afulres de L' ougluterrs gt dg

L' dmérivue ere important for the view which they glve of methods of
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disseminating propagunds during the jeried of the Awe icen Revolullons
A study of thie journul is also velusble for the epscific sttitudes

prapented and as 4 aoures of comparatively unknown materials
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