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by Dr. Uinnle M.,. ltU,ller:•· head ot t.h• departmo:nt of modern langu,agea~1, in 

the development Of' thia th$0ith Thanks «re $lSO due W, D. Ross, head of 

the hieto.ry ~Utd gcvet:'.tm!.Eitnt. depl!lrtmen~. The writer alao wish•• to thank 

the Boston Public L1.bre.ry, the L11D1'acy ot Oottgreaa., and th• Oorniit.ll 

t!n1'fel"t:dty Library tor the 1()8Jl Qf the po:riodie$.1 volwnes U.fiEHl in thia 

•tudy,. 
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CRA.M'ER :t 

:tmmoDUCTION 

'fha :\t£aine!!. 1•5brbel"re ,!i 2, !•~.S:ttgue wae: a Frmeh journal 

publish•d during the yean trom 1176 to 3:779 at Parit utideT the rub:rie of 

Antwerp. The editoN are mentioned nowhe:re in the paper, but. it ie known 

that they were BenSamiu f~ank:U.n., ~bUlet., Court. de Ge-balin, and others. 1 

!ldmiond Gen,t, of the offiee. 4Yt the FreJ&oh foreign to.:l.niatey1 G.IUJiet.ed 

Franklin.2 !he jOilmal wae tmder the guidance of the French ministry,.:> 

Tho purpQae ef the Affa.irttJ., according to the editore• note at 'the 

opening ot Volume I,. was to give an impart1al, chronologieal account ot the 

dist)ute 'between England and h•r American co-lonies., lhl"Jever1 the actual., 

'\ihOQgh unavowed., purp0ee \"'Ela to u.ee the per1od1oe.l as p :ropaganda to win 

F:ran•e' e au,pport. f'or the .Araeriean oausfh 'rhe paper served to neutraliz~t 

the et re•ts ot the new& t:rom tnglwd printed in other Pa:ris j ®:rnlill~h 4 

Ae set forth in the trttert.is.t~em.ent. at the \>a ginning of Volume I, t-he 

plan of' the editors wae to publ1•h the P'>P$l" in iswes called oa.hiere of 

which there wQI\ld be l'l'WII.\ers published a.t irregular intervale• The proposal 

was to pUbliah a ctehi•r whenetter the material available war:rarxted it. Each 

. 1 Eug\n& Ra:t.a., ap~uos;ra;ehte ld . .t,qr1sqe !!. ~r1tigt.t& !!! .£!. J2X'C:UUU~ 
J2&riodique f!!:afaise (Paris; Liiiira:trie da · Fi:rmin Didot F'~res., Fils ot. Oie,, 
1866 ),. P• 71i',. 

2 Bernard Faf, ~ranklin, the A;eoetle, 2£. Modern Times (Boston 1 

Lit,tle., Brown, and Omnpany., i929;;-p .• li47~ 

' Ibid., p .. 419 .. -4 Paul Leieeete:r Ford~ "The Atfa~:r~!, ~.1: 1 ~;nt.:;!~.~.•x,:;:e. ~ ,S~ l' :\:m6rique., 11 

lli ?enneylvania Ma.sazin~, 131 rm; tlm9. · 



nu:rtlbe:r o:r el!lhier of the paper wae to oonsi.et. of e. ohronologied j~:rnal 

iii. * * *' and a teotion ent,itled Lettre !!'!a Banquier ~ Londr,&$ .!: !!• l Anvere. 

The namo of the banker was JUtV&r given. The chronological j,oun'llil~ presented 

news only, alld ta• l«nt.re fr• the London hrmker served to a oer\ain enent 

t.M ••• pur~ee aa do \be edit.oriale in modern n~n.-spaptn•th 

Jlueh et the f:rigina.l. plau wtua. aot. e.ct.ually ~arrled out. The jCfUmal 

... fairly impartial in the arly.iteues wt the bank•r'• l~tere were 

GltViel!Usly partlal. lnde·eul,. in To-l\\tD.\19 VI, th41 editOf'8 asked ·th8il" publie to 

ne\e t.ha:tt,the!r ela.ime t.c tmpe.rl.iaUty appU.ed only to the l!Jtat.ed f'e.cte in 

the ohr()}).olemieal aeotionta. The LWldon banker wae not bound by the edit.ora• 

obU.gati.oq (vt 11 26, ·PP• l-2)•* 

Neither wae the emtonologi4a1 order e~ tu paper long me.intatrl&d; 

T-he .early lau'Net cU.d n~ 4Urr i.n this rEUtpeft.t but later the $dit":r' apparently 

begu t.o 1n••ut. their newa 3ut aa tkq J>ece1:.-ad it w:l..thout regard tor the 

dat•s of the e~tmi&:• Tbe tmll'onolegtcal aequen.ce was also aG~r~.ewhe.t li!laturbed 

by the tact ~t ~oth a j<m~l ad. a lnt:re ~ere inoit..uled tn the emne ·number. 

The joumal ~E>ntetined Mwa ot w~~m.t.e which had t.aken place alii !lttoh e.s fiYe 

Cill' m0:re aonths in the past, '\he age CTt the newe de}'end1ng upon the d1etmoe 

it hillld to t:re.ve-1 al'ld O'bher farrt.ors• on the GthEI'l" hatid;t the banker'$ letters 

usually ()ontained nEJwe ·(iff a comparatively r~H1ent da.te. ror l!t~tarnpb,. the 

firat report in the J.~l ot t.he fi:ret 'ah:htr vra.e dated Jawtil.ry 9; 1776 

(I, 11 P• .1 ), .and the laat repon in this isaue WS.$ dra:t.ed rta:roh 5,. 1776 

. . . 
Acknowledgment for materlal taken from the Af:fe.ir<te .£!! .!' !~!?J~leterre 

,!! qe 1 1 i\m~riS!l411 will b&· ma.d$ in parenthl!tlaeet in the body of thie thaeis. 
Readthe l"$:fereneee tbuu Vol1,.U:ti.e VI 1 eahier 26~ pages l to 2 inolua:tve. 



' (I 1 11 P• '6 )• !a '\ho 1111.mo hstUll the banker' a let.t~u· 11.:rrhd thl'$ dt<t.e of 

M.q 4,. 1776 (I, 1, P• 81), ud hilll tint report, na of a incident of 

~~~u·ob 24• 1776 (I, 1, P• 100)• 

No. da:t.111es eave tbot• of th.ll )'lEU' ef publloai,im were affbtlnl t.o tho 

VllrlW8 iltw)llh 119. 't,he. ta:J:'l:y 1'1UmbfU'8 Of the ~~f'Ml the tl$.t.G Qt tlie 

ineiden.tta net:rdld on eath Pll&e was plaeed in the outer margin of 1:.ha~ 

pagch Thia p:raetioe waa di&u~ton\imaed et:.tter a e<ape.rativtly 111hori t.latt.~ . 

. Ul IJt the batlk•r* 111 lett.e:rt were dated ~~~., the Uu ot writ.ins:• Ir!. tae 

11.11.ter ia&ute th•re waa no othe:r plan for iJulltrli!ll ihatee. 

Apparentl;y th• ldit9l!"l did ut b.ave rt~~plar am.:t:rou upon wlaio:h tbl.ey 

ewld dx·a.w tor nne. Aa ea:rly ae Volwnt ur tl:ley $.MGWWtd '\hat. t.hq wen~~ 

going to rliaoontinue 1iohe newt Npona te'lt ••wrd JWabtn (III, U~t PZ'l•. 41-

44 )• '1'h~ propoeed to f'Ul in th• in.ttdm with the publicat1o.ll rit Dot1U>~ 

l'l"ice' e famout pamphlet ~mtUletd '{'b~•!!•\t!n! ,m the ff!~~ 5!!.. g_iv1! 

J:ti&en:e/~ Thh tfltqu:tm 1hrM mtrab11u•e (I:U; .ta .. l4,. P!l• 4!5•8a and 11, .. 2,1)1 

and tou:r .?lore oo:nehted of the J.M)U.NM.ea et a repor-t matte to the FtouQe of 

Lorda itA 1774 by a l!u~nmit.tee ilaVellltige:t.ing the eau1e1 of tht~t rol!uJJl.Ut'ln in 

the Mae&aohueettCII 8q oelcmy (III 1 1~, PP• i!S') ... 272 and lf, l6 .. lf.h P!l• t5 ... 

70h !Eight more te.wea (:tV, 1&..-20;: PP• 71 ... 159 and V1 21-2.!5, P~• 1 ... 110) 

were employed ift a preetntati<m of 'bdtf ~riflttl of ih~ pu'bU.c Uvea ef 

the principal m:tmbere: ot l'l.ld:1uent .• 

Other chflW.gte in the original phn 0t th• At!'air41u!l were aha m~~<ie .• 

O.n.ly in the tirlllii two volum•t wert~ th.t ,icn:il.~ll and the lwt.trta publiel:led 
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t"fte)!'nately ... le&imlins with VolUBle IU, the 1our®l,!; werl!'l published in 

&roupa ('Jf tiY• t('? a YOl'liUlf.et and the llll\tree m,u·e pubU.ll!had in anothl#r g:roup 

ot ti••, :l.n the GUilt :volume. .Tbue, approxi:rnat.fllly the fi ret halt" ot eaoh 

vol1.1IIle tu>ntd . .t•d e-t ~t:H:e~a, and the second. httlf .oon~.d.etod Qt.' l.~tr~l!· 

AJle\her thaqe Wills aleo mad& at. t.ld,a point. Beginnin,g with Vol~ !II, 

'\he ~ml:bion •t the ~t,e\~111 was &f. van in Roman nwer:rm,la llllbil$ th& ~.~!!!1~, 

QM~ia\IH!d ~o ice ieeued in Ju·abiti ».wn:e:ralth Th~ publication .of volwtil!lls 

t•s:ttti»g ot apJ.r&x!.matel.y a~a:lt J!!:P1!0;1~ and one..,.hal:f' l~~tl'$0 Wfl.a 

d1e~ontimutd witk Volume VI.- Thel'(!tafter saoh TGl\Ul:le consisted ot ~ither 

all lOU~~· or all.l,",t,r•t• In the eet ttudied Volwe VII conshted c4 

!•*"~m~ and Volwne· .nn t'ontain•d 3:'!!~~1·· No moN J!UtA•l• w•" 1.ncl~d$d 

11.1\$·~ Volu.e VIII• A.,.o:rd:tng to: Paul Leice;t.er Ford
6 

the !\:ffdrf:e, eonta.ined 
' 
eipty..tJJo 1!!1!1"~1.! aad eigb:t.y ... two l~'t:•!• 

Th& tditora ot the it£a1,l!'J ()ibt.fA:ined thtd:r nltll.te:rb.l f'Qr publhat1on 

troa1 a .aroat. vadety ot s.(!)u!'•••-. )h.Joh ot the new• we.~ taken from English 

n.o1pape:r61 eepcu:tially tM -':.lm~!l Sl9'U!1 iY!t!t,. When suoh ~ws cUd not 

Hl'"h the t>\IU"PO'IIt ot th.e ~te~!l, it wa• aeoompanied ley' r•s.rks to !lfha 

the t~d:lt:Qra• dou"s at t(l) ita a\l'.then~loity. ott.an the t.Qndon banksr included 

ll:l~:b Nportl in ldl ).etters and e.t:lded derogatory rel.!!l$-rke eoneerning their 

voraoity. H• trequ.atJ.r aeeueed the O~J.i ~!!•,,t.~ of playing up fav.f!u1•a"ble 

~••• and SUP:l:}l'e&ling unf'avort.'ble .repona. 

of the repo:rt.s in t.heae papers was never questioned unless the paper was 

pro ... Br1t1sh. Lflrtters frcxm penona in America, Great Britain, and tMI 



eontil'lent of E:u:roj!e were often used., uueh of the material oono•u·n:tng 

batt lee was tak•ut frOJn letter& wr:!. tten by ~;tten, $epeoiaUy ot:f'i<b•!u•s 11 in 'bhe 

Britith -.m.od forHa in l\m.$·:riea. COll&idera.ble space wu abo taken up by 

rEtporta ·em proceedings in I"al'Hament, reprintinge o:f .Amerioan :etato 

e<Metit\lt1m•• laws pas.aed by Parliament,. Oongr&II!Ut,. end $tate a.seeii!!.blilll}.IIJ, 

epM"tY$ by influential per•c:m•~ aDd pllt.it.1one by groupe interested 1n th!! 

eadUio:\ ~r wt-c.ee ot tn. war., 'the London Q:anl.oor often wrot.flt hie em . 

bpftt;eifi)llt on ttVmt.s and uwallyi~duded ia his letters flt; report Ot!l. 

ehipe ~a~ured or loet. 

' 

Since the purpose of ·the !ff.~!:!* was· to aid in bringing atnmt t.he 

Jll"~eb uU.at.lcu;, there we.e lit.tla m.ted fer continuing th~ publication aft~'Ul' 

Feb:rrary, 1776,. Th~t pa}*r did euepend publication in :tltteember 11 1779, and 

t.be prmpt!llanda •• dietri'buted 'betYteea t>he Mercur•. !f. Franc•• w~:i.~ ree,eived. 

'the larger ,an, ana the (C?Un.ta.J. ~~•Hrf~!LU.• ,!l £plit~st.tt .9.!f¥n~v! (XV~, 

.mpplement,. P• a )• 'r~e editor• arm..uaaed their intem:Um t() S.U8);l~IU'W 

}lmllliea\1oa u G ,;!Y1:!. at the e.w.d of Velume XV (XV, suppl18mtnt 11 P.P• 1~). 

the P\U'poee of thie theds ia to etudy the .t~mfu·ica.:n Revolution a• 

1t is p:repm,ed 8y the U',f$iH! !i 1' A9S!t\.er~ ,!t. .1!, !* .t:sf:riguth Only 

t.hmse aaittttl'a tren&d at l4!11~h in the t)tfairem a..nd not disou~eed completely 

in moat .Mn&riean hit~~toriea will \l.e atu.diad.. '~~~•ll knomi •vents in t.he 

Mnol!';1 ef w 11.m:edcan n.volu.tion il:lolud.ed i.n this theaie a:rl!il for the 

purpo.ee of olad.fyi!'lg the disw,ede~" 



On J'NJUIU"Y 9 to 15~ 1776:» th."eat Sr,i:tain ~Jaoceeetully closed 

n'lt.griiaU.tnl with tu·• Gel'mEln Nlera• tiho Duke of B:runawiok,, the L$Udgra.ve 

ot H:~u.ts•, Md th~& 0~ ot H~, for auxiliary troopa tc aid them in 

puttblc dt>Wft t.hl~ up:rieing of ·the Ame:r1'eN'l •'Ol·¢il'n1ea~.- ·rheee t~the pre11ided 

'tkat a t~a1 (ff 171362 men, inf4lu.ding IOU!fll eatrall".}· •. should 'be euppU.&d by 

tb$~ G•mu mlera, the Lftndgrave of H•sae $Up;ply1ng by far thE~ l~:u·g~et 

l'M!lbEU"# in rwtum for va:riot.U:f tinaneia.l ooneidera.tiane ·on the pe.tt ot 

•~t Brttaifl (1 11 l; PI)• ). ... , )• A f•• moath& ls;b.fU' e. similrar t~iy WfllliJ 

OOlt/3luQ.$d with the Prl.noe ot Waldeck ( !l 1 1t 1)• 45 )• 

The ,ll.fftd.~s .9.! !* Amslet•rt·s !1.!!.1•.~•r15u~ she• t,h:~t mutth 

erttie:lSl'l of th••• a.Gts GtU!l\e froa Bdte.in as W$ll ae t:rG'tt America. On 

febnttU7 i91 17761 less thtiul two m~hll!l after tM a1gning of the tr~a.ti•~• 

dekt«s. en '"'-'• tub:ject at the m•~tem.arit:Ut wefl:'• aln.a.dy j.n progl!"e·:liHl' in th• · 
·~ 

!MUitl& ot Oaatma (1, 1, ,pp., '-16)_. Lord North uph~td the treaties• saying 

tbtl war wit.hOttt much blc.odehed (;£, 11 PP• '...4 ).. "rhe oppodtiCJtt W&.lll led by 

Edmtmd lurtu.1 · \l.lho with hie U$taal :fine t>ratucy acxtu$ed Lot>d Nc:rth of freq'WiJnt 
I • 

f.'H~tRdintor:r atatE!!'mmntl in regard to AlnEu·iofln policy (I 1 lJ Pli• 12-1' )t 

hcn•d Qa¥e.ndish1 also a m.e•b1tr ot th& -o,ppoei tion, olaimttd thi\ t it wa~:~ 

d•ngere\is to haM foreign eoldie:r~t~ unde:r foreign oontt~ol aerving in the 

~omllitus of the Bri thh Orovm (! ~ l ~ PP• ~) • Hart1a:r, a mnbe r· of tho 

mwaEJ of 00ll'•one 11 •a'-d tha.t such aotione: d61:gr~ded England in th$ eyea ot 
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fereip pOtl:li.t:rs t.md. ha.l'l!l&d it$ financial <Oredit ( l.; l; PP•· 5...0 ). Te1n~le 

Lut'tl'11l of the t:uamo body filul~.d ihllt t.he Ge~rm SJoldiere might fretemi~ 

with utd uphold thed:r fontutr eount~en who wer~ to be f~.t>und in la:rge nwubers 

m J?enaeyl'farl.i& (I, lJ' P• 6 h ~Lr.J.d .CHtn&:ri\1 Conway ft~Jlt that this e.et would 

tl.e.t'\:rO)' fl.r't1 hef,!et or ::t"'eO$D.Oiliatioo (!,. l, P?• 10,..,11 ):.. ,\nother rnem'bll!tr ot 

tbfll o~poaltion. iatrodttMd figure& \tt eb:ow th¢?1/;t tM Qost rtf the m.ero.enarie~ 

wat U.oat twie~& that of the saa:M.Ol'M\1 soldiiu•e ( l :~ l, P:P• 14 ... 16 )• In the 

e'l1d, k~••v•r1 Lord NorthhJ .p:ropoeit.ion fo!t' the ~tte~ptancl'll of these treaties 

'\!IIU9 Reily ptlliU!H!d,. 

r;.gai:n on Me.:roh 41 17761 the eubject of the :ront~al of soldiers ~tle 

up because of the: presentation of aw.e bill.s for payments due the r~a:re«Jrlllries 

(I 1 1, pp1 27-52).. The oppoaition claim$d thtd;, full payrnent wou.l.U go on 

it'tm if many soldittrlli wet"$ killed.., Th«~t 1'tlini$try ude t.be rather tll'e~~ :reply' 

tbtlt SIU$.\1 pa,-.~~mta ehculd beJ len to th• futul"'e for worry. Thet~~lllt p~:,ymerrt.a 

r$'l'er:ed to thii lil.l'lnU~tl aubsid1os to u 'pdd the Gt.'llm.un princes,. In th~ 

eaee f!d!" BX'Ul'lSJwick the eubsidies wer~ to eo:n:ti:ntH) t:or two years after the 

!".tum. of ·the soldiers .t.ncl in the tases of the !,~ndg:rave of Resll!le Md the 

Count ot lla.nau tor one yE:u.ar (!, 11 pp" l•-')• 

On the f.ollowirlg day,. ~;'arch 5, 177-6., in the Hou.se or l.or·da,.. t.he 

Duke O.f "\ie}'mond propO!iU3d lim. addreu to the ling in which he C~plm.ined 

that the use t:1f thi!t Ga:r.n~an mercenaries was ·m:1 open o(mf'euion to the wodd 

that Great Jritc•in could not eup·ply!ts ow;n amies (l,. 1, pp, !)6 ... ;9 )• Tbe 

add"fUl aha stated t~t they WO'Y:ld rather stJ~Ja Ddt,ain give in~o t.he ooloniem 

than have such m~reenarioe U.Jttd. lt sugg•st.~d th:~.<t the uea by" B:rit~in ot 

fo~ei~ troopa migh~ driv$ the A$erio~• to aeek ~llianoes in ~urope 
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and OQlllplained. that the t.r\l'Jnt:r wi t,h the Landgnve o:f' MettafiHI~ 0a1·:ried the 

p:rovbiOil that, in e!ll.s~t ht1 werf.ll &t.iaJ..ek$d~t the Briti::;h should eome to his 

Jbi:t~~Ain we,s plaail'!i hll!lrself irt a podt .. ion to be f~l."ilgg~d into a co:~:Jt:.ineutal 

* wah TM pNpesition to the ling eloeed t.hwu 

A.itu~i; a01.:us filtlPl>liO:u t~s htmtb.lemJi11t v. ll• de donnew, ~~ 
dt\la!,. dee ordree pour a:rr'ter la rn.arche. dta trcmpee de Heue, 
de !mnewie~k et di! Fta.n4U, et pour auep:end:'I:'EI les ncstilit&s ep 
Am6riqu-e, attn de pa.rvenir 'tt une r5oonoil:iation prompte et 
dtu•a"bl.• ell\tnt les deu~ gr.sndes Pfl"t.1ee eontE!lndontttH& d.• oe 
malheureux Empire (l; 1, P• ;>9)• 

t'he Dukec ot Richmond, speaking for his plan, charged that Britain wae buying 

eoldtera aa one would buy aa.t.tle to butteher (I, 1, PP• 40....41). He fi!Hl.t<td 

that DY hiring tmu!le troops hi& o~ry would not only lose ita honor, but 

also Am.eriea, if' the conquest we:re not su.ecl4ht$f'ul (I, l, P• 42 )• He rmnded 

the Lords that no good had come f'rom t:reatiea with the lJandg;rl;~.ttee o-r Heese 

•llinoe t.he turn ot the century {I, 11 P• 42). Thtt Duka of ~t.ancneater 

criticised the td.nittry tor garrisoning •u.oh strongholds as Gibraltar nth 

foteignen (I; 1; J)P.• 49-50}. 

Lord Oa:rlide upheld the ministry by eit.ing the impoaaibility of the 

small home island tum:bhing enough eoldiers tor the p:~:·otect:toa ot the 

ext.ensiYe Britim p~eeniont ( ! 1 1,.. PP• 56..-57),. Lord Townshend eaid that 

the use ot the mercenaries would bring the war to ,an early end, thua reducing 

* Tlu·oughout this thiisia the .notation !t ia w:rittttm .!h• otherwbe 
thEt original spelling, ca.pite.liation., italicizing, and punctuation 8\re 
maintaiX'l&d., 

1 'l*htMilM 'WCit '!fery hwnbly etl't.r&at YOJUr ~~:ajesty to gi.Vi$ without delay 
the orde:re to stop the mareh ot tho troops of ReulH.re, a:n.mewick., «md Hanau, 
and to suepend the hostili:ties ita Al'l\e:ri4)a, in order to a:r:riV$ at a prOI!tpt 
nn.d durable :rectmeiliation 'betden the two eontending parte of tbi.e 
unronwtrte emp:tre.. · 



I!Utpe:naea and lei!I&Emi:n.g th$ dw.nger of foreign attack on the Bt-iti$h Ialea 

(l 1 1.1 p}?., 6;:) .. 68)" L<rtrd sutf'e>lk deo &poke in behetlf' of' tlle mird$t.ry (l, 

-1,. P'P• _SS ... 71 )• Lord Shelburne went into the epidtuii.l tangle of' the att'air 

•? stating that the He.esiantl!l would fight only ~s machines and not for their 

aou:ntry+ Br:ttiellers., he said, would y;:,·lu.nte•r for a~u:1r1oe in larger !lWilben·s 

if 'the t;r&fltmt.mt ot the a:old1$ra wore •ore humane (l, 2, P• 5). Even thou£th 

te:r4 Suffolk had Gl!u•lif.tr a-eli!u:red the aatembly that the alU.anct olausee i-n 

the a.ma:n tre tiee we~ ll!!llre f'or-llla:U.t1ee (1 1 l, P· 69 ), shelburne said that 

such •lauees owld well draw bgland into a general t."\u·optu:tn war (I, a, 
pp~ 5).-.11 )• rle requeried ha:ete in reoonoilin~ the quarrel eo that it migh'li 

be dGM &efore the Iieeeian.s ,p,rr1ved in ilJneric.e. atnd mad$ reconciliation 

impG'i8td.lltl«~ (I" 21 F• 11}, 

~the e'\l.xoenghh r4 the .North n11n1st:ry in the HOttallil of Lord& at thit 

tim~t WfiU~ l!lhown lily the f'aet that the pr.opoaition t:1f add:ree& to thEi) King ae 

read by the 'Ot;ikQ ot Richmond was $eLsily rejeett:td (I, 2, r.~. ll )• 

The ehron.ologica.l ,JC?Uttlal of the :~:N'uirllts reported, t.tndfiU' the Q.qttE~ 

of M~rch 15, 1no, the t'"ot that th~ $hipping r:l£ the GeK·~:.mm rn4i1z·cemtl'i 6te to 

Ar•:r!ea was not going forward lilt 1:1.11 well (:r,.. 4; PP• 2-;>). In fuct, only 

a v-aq $ml!l.ll Jmmbe:r had evt11n left the GE.:tlnnn ~m:rl'itories. '!'heh· tl'Qnaports 

w1111re deluy$d by such di.ffta:ultiee as the laok o:f' )(ega tor water and the 

bad c;.ond1tion of many of the ehips, at leaet one of v.rhiah had to be oondenmedw 

I't. wills nported that the 'Bl"I.U18W~.ok m•IU'Oiillr~uri~iH1l1.1 while actually a'l:. ~Jpithe•d, 

in touthe:rn Etlf$land. we:re being hdd up by an ~xtreme uhorta.ge ot th& moat 

••·•entia.l arli.Clitils• one of' which waa ehoesh T.h$ dieouas1on of theee dif'f':lcul.t1te 

•nt.ttred into tho Pa:rU.amentaq deba-tEr$, when, in the Houlllli& of Lox·ds on 
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aleng ..wit~* th041Hll ot th~ <)p!X>Ild.tion1 in ·criticitun {yf! the eondition ot t-he 

Srit1$h navy (I• 4• Pr• )-9)• 

01\ )$1Iu·eh ~; 1776, the ~qot', aldttlil'n~n, and O.Oi\ll'll\Ofi cotmeil ~~ 

tr.m.d~ o:t'f'<u'$d ~ l'S·=J.U~~$llt to thl!!l King to atop tM< wa.r .(l:,. 5.,. p:)• 16-17 )4 

In 'the COUl"S!IJ of the ~~one tor their dent:and th*)" su~itt~d the- !d$!a that 

ma~ a.bl.mities would result. f:r<:ntil th$ l!l.ft:t1J?l~lfint of rrliltl"C~Mriee. 

In. the ~wee ot 0c:>m1'!1~ne, March ZS.t 1776, a. bill to pertt~it foretifl?l 

aai.1~rs, ntrt. to exaMd three-fourths of the orew ot a shi~)~ to aervc liiibO$lrd 

meruhantnte:n oQca&ioned this o~.Em.t by Lut,trel of the oppoa:l.tion. pa.rtyt 

J•s a~••.a e:ta llm4riqu& • .. ~ sEH"'timt scmpos'*• d'it:rarigerst: la 
plu.par\ de noe garniaons en EuX"ope ae:ront eonfiles ·~ la garde des 
ltnnge.rru l•• deux ti&rlll de not bltimena de eom,.~u.ro$ se:rcmt 
6qu:i.p4tUI par dea ft.rangera &t 1le auront an leur poa&l':llli\U,ion lee 
porta de Port~wth.., ~· Plimout.h E~t le Cfllntn lnha de votn 
Empire- (! 1 ~~ P• 25 )• 

L~a.t.er 1 after the paaaage o£ th& bill,. Luttl'el proposed a modification 

stating that nQ French o:r Spanish citizens be hired to .$erYe on Btitieh 

ships. France and Spain were l3r1tl!l.in1a t.radit!onal enemies,. and it wae 

already feared that th"G'Y aight enter tho war agtdru~t li:ngltiUld• Lu-ttrel aleo 

remarked that Englishmen ha:ted eo l!XIXOh to :fight theo1:r i\m$:rioQn count:ryr.nen 

th-at the gf)Ve-mment wae to:rced tQ- hire :t'or$ignttre to do it ( l' 1 ~:; ~~P-• 26 ... 27 ).-

Apparemtly little succtsa in moving tha meroen!!t.r•il~H' wae being achieved 

at thia tblllh The At'taiNe, in a :report dated April 25,. 11761 noted that 

the trtuteport ships oar:cying the Heeeian troope had ar:r'ived off thG Ish ot 

a 
OUr ami@s :l.n J.me.rioa , • • will 'tx;t eOUipose:d of fQ:rl!:ligneri!J P.nd 

mo1t of our gardeone in Europe will bfl! entrueted to the guard of the 
forelgne:ra. two-thirds ot otu' 111erohant ehipe will be m&mned by foreigners 
and 1:,'.b.ey will h1-we in their poseeeeion the porte o:t' f'ortem.outh, Plymouth 
and the very center of your eatpirfh 
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Wi,&ht (II 1 7, P• 2:5)• A repQrl. dated 1\,pril 27, 1776, told of th~ h~.~~on 

g.~lij. GllUilette•s ata:ey cf thee~~ event, (II, 1. r,.29)• '!'hb 1t;ocy ad~ed 

t.hat, tho JhttU1iaa Rrilll in v0ry good ecmdition and were a.n:d.oue to les.v• 

fer ~ed.ca. lltl:ll\I!IWY~tr,_ un4er the de.t~ ot April ~o, 1776:, thfll Aff~,:'l.ree 

stated Uut the Piillluia.ne did aot wteh to le$V!fll fox· ~m.,·d.ct\ untU the 

~*-ln!ler 1!1t theiT amt,r u•ri1'~td ('U$. 7, P• 38)• Plthough the trf!Xatiee 

niptd .. atf!d that all M-eaf$iane ehould go tog$ther to .&.:me-rh.t.,. the ICinz 

That the f:t:rst divitdon r>:t tb&se troop$ would be in !':ngl~i.md for 

sem6 \1M.t ul~•• thq 41!ml'\:CIH . .a.d vtith the King'• requeat to econt1nu$ •ith ... 

t:Mi. 'tlhe tfteond dll:rl.sie.m• 'lUte shOW211 by th$ report, Wli~$r dt:;te of ~ay 2~ 

1116.t that tliwl e•eond div1e1~~m. of 'trh$ '!:.te~:Jdana anrl the reglllntm.t :f'ror:\1 !l!anau 

we~ ready to have I!!Jmey but CCNld aot do 1110 bec:eu1H& of a lack of 

\r.euallpol'tt ( II:t a# PP• 2-, )· 'l'h1!117 'lril'l:re thufi not axp~ote1 ~.:,0 be $.t f;(~it.rHiHUi 

bE»tore ~ 1, 1716, M4auee the 'Dtltch .md H:).mlitu.rg ships r$nted for trnna• 

poM.lng t.h• ftr~ o.e yet ~•GeupiGd in d.ieahn:rging eargoe$ along the ':!'h.etmea 

May ~a. 1776, whi®. told o£ the arrival .of t'lfo Heu!t:Lm regim&nta on thi!J 

previous day (HI, U., PP• 22-2; )• !iowe1/er, thil'l fi:rat d:tviaicn did n~ wd,t 

tor thelll'n .. ae is n-oted by an extract of a lett!lll:r from ~pithean, ,,~a.;r 21 1776• 

thiAIII l~ttelr fft,ated that. the .fleet of transports oarryj.ng foreign troops 

a:llld conduot•d by C~odore Uoth~Jm md sb; warahi~)a wou.ld leM.ve rpit.head 

on the following day (n:, 8, P• :5).. Thllll London banker• in h:ia l$ttere of 
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Mo.r 4 and 171 17761 a;a.Te mueb the eme nporb of t)le o.otd.v1t.ioe &t "h• 
MtUUiiana (1 1 11. pr1 .. 41 101 ... 10' and l, 2t PP• 78-79). Mt t:d.ed '\0 tbrn lOOn\ 

on the use or the mert~enat1ee by t•lling that ot:l111e et the Hefll dm off1tel'11 

had brought ct~tUJhee with them (l, l, P• 101 )• 

The criticism iy the OpJ}Oiition did no\hing to hdt tho uae ot 

me~n·cenariEus. tbtder the do.te of ldlay 1, 1776, b. reporting that a~tuu• 

treaty tor :m.e:t'oenariee had been madt1 the J.ftdrtH\ uid' 

Le Lord nuffolk re~:tttt l b C.'fhambre '11M copie du '.t'rait.S oonelu 
par le Roi e.vec son Alteu~t 3'rlldseime le Prince de ·wddeok• 
pour prendrt au serYioe de aa Mt.jeat41 \Ul oorp• de troopeca de 
•• Pri.n«UH oette oopi• eat ltituufe sur l.e Wl'lllau pour titrt luo 
pa:r lea Lords ( n:, 7, P• 45 )•' 

In connection with tht•• the Jl..~drtt pr1nttd e. foot.note giving th• •mtire 

treaties m41tde with the DUke ot lh.WU!I1!f'i.Ok:• the Landgrs:re of tteue, Ud. the 

oount lilt Ranlli.U (l:t,. 7 • PP• 46-47)• At. \ht same time it pdnted in the 

regular te~tion the text ot the treat.y with the P:rinot of Waldeck (II, 

71 PP• 46-49 ). On the ••• date1 Me.y 1.- 1776• Lotd :North •ubmitte4 thie 

t.Haty to the BOU$11 of OomtnMlS (II* 6,. P• a). 

the L<>ndon bliln.ker• s letter of vay li • 1716t dbeu~t~eed. the etteota 

which the newe that the Hs1sbne q;re clllirl11ng; might ha.ve on Amfri<*• I\ 

we.s hie t.heory that flow•'• evacuation of Jost.Qn waa ca\used by \liaehingt.on'e 

' Lord suttolk r•1tft to the !oullle a oopy of the ire.aty oonclu.ded 
\IJy the 11ns 'l'fith hit llo.t serene Hipneu the Pdn.oe ot '1'11-ld~olt. Thh 
treaty takea in\o the ae:rvio• ot hh ~~ajest.y a 'bod,- ot troore of tbie 
p:rin.Oth This copy b lett on th~t dall'lk to oe HtUi by the Lords. 



were inCI*retu$Ctd by the news o£ the coming of the Jli.eeeianth H& s.l111o expressed 

the opint~ that Georgia; geni!Jre.l:.ly considered loyal,. wa.a driven to :revolt 

by the llOW$ tiuat 8r1\eiU WIUI going tiP" U$& m~H"eenaries. With Georgia on 

t.hei:r side \he .Am*ril)Sne: would 'be able to Cli!.ptu:re the Jem.nieA OOl!l!llcn•oe 

whioh alw111.ya tollilme~d a routtt past Georgia ( ! 1 2 11 p ~)• ll-72). 

_!hi ~~~imal for Mar .• 17761 noted the departure tor America ot etveral 

tr~port.e carryi. i-1) two HeeG.1an regi'm.~Utta (Vl, 26t P• '). Th«Hile were probably 

the iUAm-EI two reg!.m.e:nte whose ar:rive;l in S:ngle.nd from Oer&~Uny waa noted t!lm.l·lier. 

They had arrived in Engl~d on May alt 1776 (I!I 1 111 pp .• 22-2;5), Thh 

joat'J!!l tor May, 1776., also not~d that the only thing holding up the arrival 

of the X'$mainder ot the German auxiliaries wns an inMU'f'i.cient trupply of t.:runs• 

peri.e~ · Other movemente ot the mel"of/Juari~;u, were nott'd in the eam.e 1l)U~l when 

the ,.t,pQrt w&a m,t;tdta of the. «nl>ark.ment in Qennany of a. di Vi !don of Srunsw:iok 

troops. Md a. regiment :trom Waldeck and th:e arrival at the port ot emba.rkment 

of another division of J<ltuuian• {Vl, 261 P:• 6).- The Jou~l for June, 17761 

told ot the a..r:riva.l at Porte~aoutb of these lh'\UJ.ewick troops" At thitJ timC~~ it 

wa• ann5l'lced \bat all the troope frarn Brunswick and Hanau were tl;u:.ln at rorts

m()uth (VIli, ,a, P• 84). On June 1811 1776, all the tranaporta oar eying the 

ae.ocmcl. divbion of the Hee&iane al&o arrived (VIII .. , 52, P• 99)11 and on June 20 

the \a·oops :t.rom Wald•ok arrived (VIU • ;54, P•· 115 )- 'l'he t:roopa. did not rem.ain 

lon,s at Po:rtemoutb. tor by J't.Ul.e 28,1 17761 all these troop tranapo:rt.e,. convoyed 

by ileverai 1farflhip&1 had lett tor Aw.e.rice. ( V"J: II,. P• 159 ... 160}. }it the sue time 

t.h.e· .A.ffQirea pdntad. the a.nnounoement oi: the Adrnirality th<i'<t all was well with 

the triU'.Uiports and oonvoys th•n 1\\t seta. carrying t.he f'iret d1v1.sion of Htulleie.n 

troope (VIII,p~l61), Thetlle troope~ ar.dvtd at Halifax on June 2,, 1776 (II, 71 



PP• 76-77 )• It we.a :rullllOl'\td that AmerJ.oM :prive.te~:rs t.d captured t-w.Q 

traaaporta eon'l;e.Wng ee~en h\ttl.dre.d Qf theee troops (,U, 7, Ptt 88). An 

••:raet ot a letter t:rom Flpouth, July 7, 1.1761 ·told .ot the 1-l'l'ival of 

the oeond dlvitd.Gtt. of H&etf;l!it.na there trOll! Ports.rawth (VIII 1 Pt 179) • 

fhit tlet't O-~i:maed it.s j()U:mEey' on July 19 ( VIU,,. P• 2}2),. , 

14 

Thia eded the A;[f'tl'1!'~•' ;r.eporte a the mc¥m~t$nte of 'tht :f'C~re1p 

t:roops. Whifl chapter will aow tc.ln$1der the ettlllata on England and Am.e,l'icta 

et t;Q;• \~lee t>t th& me.rceaadc:t$ ani! the o•nduot e;,t the.te troops ir.t .li.IUrica. 

'the woJtk of the Heasi.ane 1U metite~. wa• ml#nt1o:n~d uauaUy cnly 

inoidentally, In hie lett~U" ot Novem~e.r 8 11 17761 the London banker told 

ot dil!lpa:tchee dat.ed Sept$mber ~l, 2},;. and 241 17761 f'.r($1 G•neral Uow111 to the 

m1llietey (III- 121 P• lnd.1j )t fheee diepatGhe$ '\<)ld of th• aritith capture 

ot Jaw York ad of Ill\ eneQWlter whiob ted£ plae• .• u Septenibtu• 1!5 between 

tQine Haeiliua-. marthing t@w&.rd New YQrk, .nd ee>lt'te Jmte:r1ea troops. !he 

••tlon cbtaipated iliM~tt-!t. ,2~\rii!lSi~ in the b,~ue:r•a letter of' Janv.a:ry2l, 

1777, eontabu•d tM X'SI!ark t.ha.t m.arq' HeilltiitUt~~J wen•• kUled or repon•d mhe1ng 

in t-h• taki• •t N•w 'tcrlt., the ttl&l!.e oeotiQl'l of )4a lt'ht.ar C¥t FebN.e.ey 8,, 

1.777.- ileorbd tl:ta losl'!l of !'4alll in Ar.ae:rioa and &fl!.CUt~&d the miniet:r;y <>f payi~ 

tor M,ooo \l'~ops in An1erioa whe:n lttu~ than .:so.ooo we:re ao\ue.lly truu'e 

(tV, 16.1, PP• ~it·•:txj). This shortage of men oa1'.\e$d t~e gove:r~nt t.o h1r:e 

l.OtOOO ~:~ore German :mercenariee (IV, 161 P• ~.uij ),. 

The letii.•r of rebrtuuy 24, 1m • rcapo.rl.ed rraehington • a :Jili.U:'prieo a.:M:.a.ck 

ot J:)la~ber 26, 1776, on the Hee,::)ild\ brigade Qt T:r$nton and tho t,otal dtfeat 

.ctf two ·aritbh regiment& 'by an Am$rl4a.n detachment. ta Wltt~~!lk: later (IV, 17, 

p, •. lx.) •. At the tim• of the attaok on trenton ''M.$hington captured all of 



th$ fie-tud.an fllilga and variou• muniti.e:rnh Twelve hundr.-d :a~uudttnill Wll'e 

lttlled;;, btprbu:mad1 o:r repo:rt.ed mieeing"' In this atta•k: tb"t H••eit~~.n Oel.onel 

~all wa• aol"\allr wounded and 'beth of his' r.meimente we.l"'e eapt.ured at~ wm1 . 
that of hie hllew otfio~n·. KnyphatuJen,. All thl'ee regiments, togethe;u• with. 

'bhei:r lf!Ulpne:r:rt., 'fMrli \ben r&m0Ved t~ th41t L"qmaylve.nia side ot the t»le:wal'e 

R1<ter. J!~ral lowe. laid the blame f-o.r tnie capture OR Colonel Ral1 f'tltr 

hlaviXti· all•wed hbeelf " be dra'llfn M tO' battle ll"&.tber thnn re~1ning to 

pard tl» Y.tllage (lV, '171 p-. exxiv )• fn• 'Am.e:rieane l"ele&sed theee Hell!eifMl 

prieOn.ers to tpN&ld through the country where- many Germt:•n settlers W\i:l.lit 

U'ri~g (IV• 171 pJh eai..-lntu}. 

At. thia peint t:n. btiinkar pr!nt•d a let.te:r Wl'i'tten by a Henla:n 

toldier in Pe•eyl:fania t('> hte·eousin a G•rman, (IV, 18, PP• eliv-elxij),.· 

!hit •t>id1ea- wae one 01 thQIIU• •aptu...ed at "t:rentGll who ettbl!lequently toOk 

U:p hie :resld•llb: With a Gvnw.m•.Am4U•idan •fwn11y ill· .Penneylvani.a, He detci:tbed 
. . 

the l'lo:rribllll trip lllt:rte.a thtt Atlanth ~ whioh ®&""B~ xth ot: h.is r•glmfm~ 

d:t•d.- In spite at.' the1;,;- Ulne$MS the aoldie:rs weT$ forced t.o ~d:er&e 

aecve:~:~e areh•a at ee>on a• ·theq llUildGd:t Th.q weu·• a;lwe.ym plaeed in the f'li'Otl.t 

:U.M~~i w.hlllln f!i.ghtblg waa t.Q be do~ hut w<u•e not allo11ed muoh o:f' the booty. 

'!'he writ•~ blu:ed thoiw dtt4'H:t'\ a\ \'.renton on the etrange type of' warfare 

8pl.oyed by th• Amtt~iO'Ul.liS cum the MI.\Yy snow.-. He e~p:r>tUUJ$d sorrow ovE.&:r the 

4•a'\b tilt Oolael Re.ll at 'fr&ntorh ·Th• American$.,. he w:rot~, euppU.ed them 

with olothing t'r01t hU$& atorea eapturtld tl!"®t the 8riti0h.- fhey the1 ll$N 

flol~Md t111 live l!imtmg the tle~ l:'l$.a!d<mtt of PenrJ.eylvanb.. Hb n~w lite 

wae ao W$tldtr:f'ul that hit ana hi,$ com:tad$s had decided to r&r:f.la:in in Amorita., 
' . 



1\ '\C'!t.o.lly Ufft:r$!1\ bapNUld~ hut not a Qitteremt steey ot the 

Heesilll.l'U!I Will given in another lttt.er, wdtt<tn t.hie tble by· an %·~s;lithm.U a'\ 

New York on Je.)!JUU';1l.7,1777• H• w:rettu 

Il fa&t eonvenir que le• ~ewell._ *' aont e~port'• de aanieTe 
l noue donner d'wx un~t opinion t:r\e-dit£'4Nnte d• ollllle que noue avion& 
pri.lt 11t1 gbA:rale•nt 3usq\tt\ .of m®lt~~&Jtt-1\J et me.Uum:r~ua,~J~J~~ent nwa 
ne eommelil que trop fond4s l pti.Ul$ll' dit;f.f:rl'lm$%1t auui I!!Ul' l& compte 
dcts rlei!UUid.a et de llfU~lqU.ctllll e:tttl'IS 'i:r«AA.pll<$ 't:rmgltl'Eilh !l ctlt <Hfritfl.Ul 
quo le OOXl,i:rlfe n'a neglig& li.Uiii\Ul fi\O)'Em pou:r lctui\ dlheiUOh.~t:rt qtl 1 13.1!1 
ont. mia bat les am:ee ·\_ la prem:l.ere attaque, i!ri'. nhllflllnt w qut~ •P' 
hOilllmt e tu3a • qu • ib ont 6t& :rotue a l;'hUadtl phi • plut'Ot cOJJJmt <lllmh 
\11M GOU:U ~iu qu1.11e 1 ol!ri. Jl'l~u·Gb' df.Ule lfHJ prineipal&fil mtu de 
rhil!adelphitt. t.W~~~bou:r bat tent. 4tt d:rapnux d'ployl& ( lV, l8, Pih 
Gl~v ... dxvj ) .• '' 

Ial ooameftion with t~ahii.~••a ·te.pturo ct thti Fteu:Ul.n&, the 'bti\llk4u• ~~Pin 

fqnmd &llh'>&J:ta \o dis'CU"\$1'-U.t tho 1iond4m gw.:R &cusett•• He wwtd~u·•d. il t)Jt 

lf.tJ&iane had ao amua1 lillllim.1tt••1 or p:rod.el•s bonut:• ,_, ~ !!J!'t.~t 

laid noth:L~s a't(m\ t~tm (l:v, 181 pp;. eb:m.v~luv)* Jtt wha GA~~N.l Howe 

oa.ptul"ttd ~ins 1t waa .ai!'O<ma:tar'\tld a llfiX'ima• w.eeeaah 

On AprU ,o, lm, th• ll_.ll' rllp():\'t~td tbllt dhpu:t.•e w~u·e -t.ald .. ug 

pla." 'betw~n the BrittQ!h amd liJt~a t,FciUDfU~ (IV,. ~w, PP• tulvj ... o:o.~lvUj ).,.. 

A r-epon ot t~~A altair ot thb Jd.JKi wa:• givm itt hh ntn lnte r ~n no 

wx·ot• the:t. Geu~l I0'111Ct fta tereacl tG ruth \o !runswitk• New Jerasy,. oa 

F•bm~l'f 211 1m,. to hal.\ e. :U.voly q·wu•nl bft:ween the British and H•sdan 

tJ>oopa (ll', at, P• lill )., "Jl'ht dtt111$Micm Ds qldn meti~d irl the r•po1/'ti 

'W i'f f1N ;; YL f j .It; II m11 U 

4 lt. 11\Uft. be ~~d that t.he ~'idt h&~~ve bll\fu:llwd in 1uoh &. m~~~.mar 
ae to ~,;ive Ulll a ditttrE~nt opinion ot them than we h"1Ve had el ,;tnfU"til.llr 
unHl thilil mOII!lttdl., Utlfori'liAtUt.t.tl:t w~ a:rlll f"oreed to thbdc cU.tforen.t.l;r Al.so 
in tlut m•tter ot the ttetdo.ne and ot ltr.nlt otm.t:r tonip trooplh It 1• 
llflrita.1n that Oea;l"ti!UI hlll.t not JatgltH)hd arq mtfiAIII of debauchins; them. '1'~1 
lowtu•ed their arm~ at t.ht firet 1.1taok, havin,s; had <11n]¥ tfllven m1111n kUltu:lJ 
tblllly wcn•t Hodved at Phil.IIMlelphia more •• tri~IU'Mi.o t.nan Jtt'l~mbs J ~~~md they 
rxaarchet:l. in tht prindpd 1t~~ of Pb11adelphh1 d:mme 'beatln& and tlAJI 
l.tnfu:rltcl~ 



of th• Amerlean attack em St..lllten lslan.d on P.ugust 21+• 1777 ('fl.-. ~~ 

:P• exevUj )• 
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rn.- next btt•r. fr0n1 the Londcn banker,. ths\t ot ~Jay 28# l777~t told 

that afte)' the Britililh Mptured l'ort Washington near New Y¢)ric they ~named 

it- rort K•phau~Mn in h<mot of the He:ssie.n o:rtioer of tne.t nan~e (,'11; !2, 

P• xei' )., In a politioal pamphlet IJ&flt to the pttople o'f 8t-ietol'1 F:dm.'tuad 

Durn wr* t'bat this 1ll!tti!G brcught no eharm. to the ear o:£ an !nglie~ 

(V, 25 11 P• ODX't )., 'flt preceded thia stat•ent by saying that h~ o.au.l d 

not t.a happy wer Briti$h not.ories iJl whieh l:'Ullm~t& t'1mliU.ar to hil(ll; &i.l)ee 

hie childhood w•:re €1Jn()ll'lg the l.itrta ot dead s.:rtd eaptured.$ &apec1a.l.ly Y~Jrnta 

't.bey W.re l:lla5UffiC:ted 'b:y the m$l"'GMri'IU!i* flo fi~Ad&d that Viet 0 ria"' O't,U)b l!l& 

that gd.ed by Cel.onal Re.ll at ll'•rt. Wlilth.ingt.on, ~le• York, on. .Nov~~nnber 161 

11161 did not 11)11'4'\lH him to ,rojfb1•• {V, 2,, pp., •:>.tll~;~d.v ... cxXlt'f)• 

I». •P~t*in& ot the .d:lffio\1\lt t.imtc the m1niet:ry had 'to £'inane• the 

war-, the London blanker, on 04tollle:r 18,. 1777, JUltntioned that they wt\ri.ll.d 
' 

haft e. more diffioul.t time getting :f'unds. in 1778 becaua.~ twE'Jl.ve thotUtPld . 

mor& a.~ '\roope had been hired for the Clllm..;,.~clign of that year" Thus the 

total et w.er~:rl.ea was rad.aed to thi;rty ... awen tbousand (VI, 291 PP• 

elv-clvj)• 

In his letter of Dooero'be:r 91 17771 thf.l: banker r~onden~d if' the GEtman 

rulers: would nQt. be aorry that they h11d ·•xhauStto&d tbe1r eQUntriee or aolditfiJ 

in. order to w..ge W'-r against the .~ed.oana: (V:tr, ':·,, P• c }. Ha want oo to 

' . 
0 George Bancroft, H~$t.o~· Jt. .!!'!! t!tt~:~tld Stli\tea· ~ tt~ertea .~ 

the :Oi~O'V$~ ot the Oontinetlt Soetoru Little, Bl"Olm; and 0¢m.pany 6 1879),. 
Vol. V • PP• 5t:4~ 
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~n&lieh tl'CAn th.at cotm.try. 

low ~nd then notic•s which. tended to or1:tiei~J~~ th• uaefulnass of 

tbe Heeeiane ~o the Brit!M o~uee we,~ prttltect. One euoh noU.ee ~G thlll.t 

ot thflt e~.eoh of Lord Shl!l.lll.n.u:m in t® Hou•• of Lords on Diloemoo:r 5 1 1777, 

wh~ ~ eaid thet hf!l b.a.d heard indiepu.tahle repo:rt• of how a hattaU.on of 

Re•sian. .l;renadierm1 the 'lite at th~ Geminn 1w.roopa, with tll!enty ... two ·.etfiotrlll1 

was eut. t9 pieoea by •1x hundred .,\nlttri~ana d&f1li!ndin.g a fort ('vn. ;74, 

P• _elv1,1j l.• A:rwther such report was that made by thfi 'bfA.no :r on lJ&enl'lmkr 18, 

1177• Here he rt~poned that a certain Bl"itiah g£meral had be•n killed at 

more than a htmdr'$d :paeee ahl'!tad of the oa:rps of' GtU'liUltl.& whicm ht e~.aadri 

end whuh hfll had never t.een abl~ to get to follow him {ill 11 ;;4, p11 ocix). 

The 1et,t.er ot i\UgUiit Z8, 1778" told ot the ttt•t. ,Qc]( of the Ji.l:no:r1CJA:lil;t J'®e 28• 

J.71f;t. R tbe ft~!U"gt-~ta:rd of th,e Briti!olb, who w~re r,~;es.:r-i.ng rrew York a.fter 

en{I:W!I.tili'li Ph:lladtl.ph1al! An .~:wwn•icu report of the a.ffa1r said ilhat th~ 

RIIUUJ~QB ll0$0lutely t"!$t\tl-ed its fight 11 llllfiWUlg tha.t it W~$ too we.:rm ( Xl.~ 

:p- tC,l,'XJlij ·~. In the $W.!if.9 lett-&!' 4lm extraet i.:aktln frO!lli anotlrli11U' let·ter t•ellf.d 

Il eat p®ri.l!ln~ vra.i qut le• l~iJI.Poim ot'lt deeeria~ i'J.4!1.:t• <:H'JWil~j;nie• 
&liltieres pe-ndant tout le moie de Juin. Gn en u compt' ju!llqu1l 
dix4luit Mints vingt, qui oot t\I)'Ue denu:m.d' b. tltr(l) envgy-ts dane le 
pays,, ce qu•on leur a.coorde toujou:ra (.XI., P• oolxxv). 

Anoth~u· report eoneerning the friendlin.tns~a of the riaastan& to .?Jller:l.ca wa$ 

given on :n.ce.mbt'tr 22, 1778., Here t.ht Lond.on banker annOWleed that Burgoyne1e 

6 It l$:ii howev~:r, tne ·that. the Heeaians have d<!Hll.e:Mied by entire 
companiea during all th~Sc month of: June.. h& .man.y as one thousand ~1ght 
hund:Fed tw.,nty b&Yt been counted who huv• aU detn~~Wdod to be ss!lt into th• 
c~nt~. Thie tavor hae atwaye been granted th~m. 



troops we,.-e baing moved tram Bo~tton to the eouth to aav., m·Jm?IY in keeping 

thE~Ih Th• Hessians in this a:nny were :raporl.ed to ba lllore peacei\tl than 

the Engli&h (Xllir ~~ lxvij}• 

Af\er & O&l'ffful art.udy of the p~bl,erm of' for•i~ l!li!til:'Oemariell ·Ill.$ 

pl" .. ft:Mfi by the Attt.i~s, one ec.m~l.u«•• that ith• oppoE.tition in ~;ngl!Ul.d 

to ihe uttec ot a.di eolt'liers wae of u veq gNat extent. Probably a l~tu•s• 

•-- q,f this opposition waa more a ma.'l~er f1l' opposition to the minist-ry 

Mther tiuta il'ttua.l oppCUfi tiOil 't.O 't-hO U19i!i! of the Dllllt:r'l'HUlB.X'1Eth 'l'hat 'f!.h.~t 

·parliameate.ry oppG&ition •• :relatively- ew.all •• shown throughout. by t;he 

emall :r:l.\8Qr •t oppoa1tioa vowe on prop<HJale ooneomirlg the G&:rmatt e:etdiere.'h 

~••r1 the ~ariirl.i of the oppol!li tion in. sueh a t&nd da'ble :rel• ·· by the· 

AfhtteJ~~c •• entirely tn a.e().O:rtimo.e wi:Ml the '!llllAVI:i1W'$d bu.t eviden'lii plan ot 

t.qb& \o bri.l1lg abottt Pl'eruth aid fer the ~:rieatlEh 

fl'Q¥1 the :reports given ita 1rJd.e pedodioal on the conduet of th• 

fo:reip t.rl'ilope iN Al~Mrl4ajll it. is ditf'ieult to aeoert~!n th$1:t' a.ctual· value 

1n .aiding the lrit:l.~. !la•.we :rep~~~ indi.cat.e that. their assiatanefJ. WS.I1ll ot 

tmall b:lpor\t:mee., f':ra th:e ~Mpa:rati'fely lar,p nwnber of foreign trooprt 

.-plo,y.ed- one ~ld qo:ncl.u.de. thn thq mue't have aided the British coneiden.bly. 

!G"'"'G~"t tb.e hid.ng ot these 'broope ee:rTett to rouee the Amo:rioane to gree:\e:r 

l"eeilltifmtl!tt7 The reae0n tor NpO:rting \htti.:r aonduot in the ~atm\H" U.t;ttd by 

t.~. A£jta
1
i£!t! wae probablt to di•c:redit the lfuglisb forces and to impreea 

the J'reD.th with t.be g<>od ~1'$$ for an Aa!Srl.oi!U\l. victory. 



Ftl~OONC ILlATION 

Tao purpGUJII!I ot tbia chapt.er will l:llt t.o atudy ih~J o:ritieh• :tn lng;land 

of the efftl"ttil of ~ goverrmutnt. to terce t~,. i11..H:r1owme to suuit. to lr1tieh 

tion. fhe •tudy will 'biJ divided inil.o thntet ~~>d.n tlu.,oil.ioM• tf'h• firet. piu1. 

will •• col'aotmed. with thiit geaenl etppj~:ud:t.i~ "t.Cil t)le war l'll!il ~tleoted in 

de~at.e• in .l''&rli~\, 1n P:rieefa ptii.mph.lot. on oivil liberty, in p.nit1ona 

trom n.dwa aroupe, eli in opiN.one expreu&d by the Lot~.don. banktr~r. ~M 

IMuum.d · ae.f.tio». fit \t1e chapter will di tuwu Ue ~m.o• O:OI!IWiiesiOJ!l ot the 

ih'lttu brG>t.hert, aM. the lad Uv:i&ia will bllll a atudy tf L:eri )lcu•t.k'e: 

ocmei:Ut.tory pnpotah of 1771• 

!•ntrm.l; !i'iC.~itkm lU!, itM .!,!!• In the Houee Gt Lords on ltiarch ~ .. 

1776, the Dw.lw eif l4u.Gbeet,el'1 txprea.ed hie op1n1oa thl.l.t t\lu'll IIJI8ri.eu$ 

wGUld e~:l:i \o the Bdtish it E•&land wG~Al.d onlJ IUIIIIIU:N'I th.am a fair !l.nd. 

eoope:ratiT• .p¥erl'lQ.tlrlt. and t.u rip\ \o levy Ylei.:r o1m \axes. (I, l• P• 56). 

AN:rioa• be ea1ti, •• a poW'fU'fu.l natien. and Britain ahcruld ••••• conaider,... 

ing 'til\\cmJ. nie 11 (I 1 l,t P• 51) • LO>rd OQYtmtry 1.e.id 'Mlerl!r AUr-1ea.' 1 nat.W!'al 

fiHIIQt,a:fltet t:nade 1\ar tot great. t«J ~d• \U\\lil.t:r liln&liel\ ottnt:rel.. Sinoe tho 

nmst 11\rH»r\M" ee:ru:uttti• betwton lr1\ain tmd J~.Nrioa w1u1~ 1a hia o:Ptn1~1 

their OCSMG!II'Ott tbe Et!,iU.IIth ahwld iruaur• "t'lho tu.wn trhJvjellip fill \he 

ta\UJ; ; tJ1' '111il 



Am&d.QWUIJ (I' l., l'• 58). Lord Cautd«~trl am d. tor hattt.'i'l in X'flH:H:mc1lin& \:hi~ 

difticultiea with the J~ud.•il.ru$ btfillre the Hiliu&eian.a arrived Ul!irt and 
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a.rouaed the Amllri~e to ., Jli'O&t.tr fi&hi:tin& f\u-y and mad• :r'~onoilia"'t.on 

bl.pose:l.blch It was dmo hb op1nio.n tlul.t tJ:te AMriemt would ru~v.r ·o. 

happ,y Withwt. troedca (t, 21~ P41· U )• Lo:Ni !ffll!llhml d!l.d RC>t tlt~IUtaW 'bhat 

Engl6,\~d. had .,.,.gh troctn~c to 4gqueu• America e.nd. etiU defend tht lrl.'\11k 

Iel~lHJ {I• 1.1 I>Pt 59 ... 6l).f: 'Lo:ri1lt O~Arlblt md f&lbot d1HjN&d with thes:ft 

epe~:tll~t OarUtlt td\ ima\ n<riihin& bu.\ Mill oliMld wwlt for llln.Sl.A:rl4 

tr~ a Huat.ion oft t.l~e koatilitiet &nd tbat web. aotioll. weuld. bring «'b 

least e. me:ral vieto:ry for the Amt:t·Uana (I., 1, PP• !:>6...f.'$'T)• '!'~t~~.liot. .tlflll!'idtred 

tht~t\ 'Ul.e loo•emcina of Jr!ti..fih s·~ntrol CJTtr _..rica would mean t)ut.:t. ·t.M 

Am.e:d.eqe wwld llM .. more il:llsolemr.. F\U11her:llorilil 1 u ar,gul!llii1 the :rip'\ 

ot \aat.ion milt re,n !td:M~~o th• •n•rei,en (.t. l, PP• 62...¢.? )• 

In t.M !~n ot 1o:rd.a on ¥t.f'eh 141 l776t tM Duu ot Gr-.ttoa 

pr.1m•d a mation to adlir't&lll a Psaltl\'f;,i<t>n to w l1f:ll• A'lcox·eiing \(!) tllifJ 

~t.itto:ni t-he Kill& was to ,ru:•Gaie• tae Amtu·llMnfil ~ eutpon~~i$11 of wa:da~ 

ati.l tl1tf t®ld p:reaut a p@'\tt.iOJ!l ot dsh\e amd srief'IIU1et~t and FarU.~ 

could e!IWI:lne ~~nd r-eplr to t.hit ~itA.on. lm. tllltlp,::~on at :Ph •otic:>n Grd't0il 

eaid that. .Pe.:rliqent Eiftwld gi'V'e up the idea th41t. ~rica JilllMtt hilt terHi 

to submit W?.tonditimally. 11 alae la.U \t.efort the Lo:rdt th• tllrt.Ut'\ of a 

W(~l" nth PraM an.d Spain ( h ,, PP• ao-a& )., !be Dl.lkl tt l'U.Quond onupd 

that all. .tfoJI\t \o "'amtUt~ tk~t dhpuu hiltui b11eauu ~· ~~o1matr.r rlituat~d 

't.o Ml®itltt with Oon&ri/J88 wtaen tJu11.t •od:t •!'fat the cmly ee flhieh bad. au'\ho.rity 

to ~~dun M.~;Ciftit.ticms• It ~~~•1••4 1• tNppcnt the o~~Pl•t.• ut• rtf' te>:roe 



if fn.ftM!l.* fiJ Htolution WIU'O pN!!ttltlt~d tl%l 't.M Ndri.O~rll liWd thq Hftl:IH 

Hi (I., '' PP• '$1...145 )• t(:):rd ~'lllltldwloh :rtp1hd t)ult. the WJt' tf t•roe •• tu 

only jtast Mtthcti fit t:roaitll•t t<t:r Amerie~a (l, '• ~~· ,a). Lo:rda lillebo:.rough 

anli Lit.t.let~l'i d~tttb.:t1td thai ihritaim' a $$WHipty 1Aduded t.lu~ pin~ of 

't.Mat.!m ot 1U1t t1Ht1.U.••· (l:• ;,., PlJ• 4e~1 and ~Clh Li\tl~tim .,4dH 

that a ll)<~lt~U~.tt.Ql'l. e>t lunrt:tUtilll!ll would ooly ~~~<OWe to giv• the Hl~' ibl 

w pri!WUe for l!il.dd&d. r.•11t41lnte (I 1 '' PP• 5~). Ltc~d Shdl!M.rt1e :rlli)pU.ed 

to thli!lel, a.IIUI"Irlbnl bJ IIUlfUl& '\•at ibl PPI':.r flit t.&liiUa.tiOA ihowd 1'8t1 da in 

the ~•t~~mi~u' (l., ?. P• ~)• 

Ia the f~ou•• ot Qai!':Ol'll!il on i!Jril 50.,. 1716,. ~~:r. lilkGI utb "' •!a.hlt 

D.l.Otional l!lp&«aeh Ul Dilh At dto:rild th:IIJ ~- ilffcn1a1 fill \Ae Jrt\11h te 

b:rl~ the ind•itable I:Ptrit r:l ffiMQOJil\ of !ille it£li:4n·bUtliw thdr })rm..mn!''l 

( :ti~ 71 !~P• 4'""'"' )1 01. le>.y 6,11 ld~ i~m. satd ta~t ew~hine; i&llat 

Lord le~l'\b. 1 a 111~1eJtry h~d don.t tall!fi4 to. lui.J~C· _.dt'a iadtpel'l!dtaoe nea~r 

F•al.ity ( n, 9,. ::n. ca t,~q p, Ltrd Mllyf:lrr s••~ridJEi t.)f· Lt•~• p:rope86d ..,., 

the taMrt<>na that -.rita altould 'b!ll'l erpaiad: an t.hit .-• baela cut I nlufi 

with :r•ap~~~trtr, to taat.i01a u.a ill:tto:II'Ml ~uw..na~:rat.tem (U, h .. af.). At:tallfliirltn.

t1on •uppon•ra :r•pUed. that betor~t \hie tw14 lwi d<mt the r&bel.U.on in 

.4Jll$ r1•1ll had tG M put town ( n I 9. 28 )• 

~.ft.t':r the add.reaa ef th.e li'n& t.o tlwlt •r•m~ teat:ion f¥f f;e.:rU-.•ut 

ell!.rly iu Nov•'ber, 17'16, tM! !UMae tJil l,..trt\s d41l'bl.t,.•d. 01!'1. t.he respen••• !fhe 

Jtl.nl bll .. d atated hla 1M'.erA1a r/11 41Atrr;riq n the w1.r utU the t•dome 

wait.t4ld (In, 12., l.iP• l'l:lYj ... l~ )· The &11ctrquh of' FJook:Ln&ft.~n propOIIJ'4ltd .. 

cont.n.r:r adflrt•·lll whtoh .~>lk<~~~~:; U.• :tU.,~ to of'te.:r the AMl"bar~• a tone:Uiatoq 

propo111111.l t•llli&ned to .rtt.ruatall>lhh p~tact and union b•tw~unt tbt twQ ownt.:ritah 



mini.et,~ (III, 12_. P!i' lv)• In th& debates on t.b1a proposal the Duke at 

Rtohmolad tidd that :be •a• no ehantHt ot re:oonc1liitt1Jilll except through 

B:ritieh recognition of Al'!ae:rill)$tl iade:penden4• (IU~ 121 p, lvUj h Lord 

Oa::r4;iff' iJha:rged. the Ame'r!eane. nt.la lJl&ratitud* and elllid t..ha.t. the O.clara.ti.on 

{)f Xatependentl)e· did not. haft the oo~ll!el.id:. 'l'<d' the ptlople. He laid the bl~atne 

em Haneook md .U.ee (Ill~ 1a, PP• lvj .... lvij )• The o0ont:c-•u7 add::rese proposed 

bJ R'•ld.ng)lam 'llt'U rogilttttred uader the title ot a p:rote:ntt and GJignad by 

t,wel'" member& of the oppoeition ( Ili, 121 P• lxiv}. In the Rouee ot 

O~one at. 'the $Qltt time Georg• J(i)Jm.ston&.,. later ·ene of' the· oamiEHd.OM:rQ 

to'Jt reoenc1U.ation1 aac.used the Jl'dniatq of torei:ng Ameriea to mue thA!t 

Dllolar•ti~ &f Iad•~adeu& (IIh 12; .P·• lxvj )• 

The LGmi<m. ~er•s letter et Novt.tmber- lT. 1111. reportlf:lci a. $peeeh 

ot Lord Ohatham tO' \be House ot Lo-rd.e. l& thie add.:reta Ohll!.thllt:rll asked t~t 

a prapoi!IJ(itl be made t.o the I<.ing for a •eu•e.ation ot hoatilittetl in Ameriti.Ul 

( VII 1 ,t, P• lnx )• on the .e61.1a dq t~rd Grenville propo-&ed~ in Uu<~> RGU.IIIfit . 
·tf Oom«l''n•• that • pet.1 tlon b~t includcui in th- addrese ta tha iU.ng aaki.q 

him to .ttop the boe\il.it1o• (vu •. :32; P• lxxij)• Oolonel Johnston •xp~•••d. 

hi1 hoptt fo.r a eettl41M.411nt oa t.he be.eie of e.onditiens aa they wer~~t il'!J. 1760. 

~•r•f>'ver, he felt \hnt ~ wutle British c:auee was wrong it auoh fine goRerab 

a1 t.b.ey had could n.ot win the war ( n:r,. ,;s2, P•· lxxiij ).. HoweYer, l,~rd 

Nort.h Uud.fl!ted that: Farliam.el"lt. cou.ld ~ot think of peace until vict.ory wu 

at~eure.d (VII, ;a, I>• lilU:Vj h 

the bank~u·• t letter of Dt-ee~be~· 12• 1117, printed the <U:m.d~S~mna.t1on 



<!It Ameriean •onduc1:. by fOrmer Govemor p,nm.a.ll ~t Maee•.~ehuee~tt~h In spit• 

ct 'ltthi.a o~nde~tion1 GO'f'emor Pqnmall tt;Jl.t thnt aot&roion wao impraat1Qal 

and that tbe only tihing :remaining to do was to ri'!tGH":>gnize Ame:r1t.an t.ndepandence 

alld t(lt build up e. nnioa i!Ud.eti:J.'lg on trea\:t'CB$ and t1. reciprocity ot 1nterel!ltfl 

{fll 1 '4;, P• clh !hi aame 1ttter t()!\.d of Lo:t>d Chatham's appeal .of 

'DtCEU.'bO"r e. 1717., in tth• Hous:~.t ·of Lc»-da. tor th• l"eetall ot eV&ey' sol.d.i.er 

t:na Ameriet!l {vn 1 34,. P• ·clvj ),. ·Lord Littlf.llton• e,upporling tber minis'lt-17 

as: •lways1 replied that the Anuni.~e.n$ wc~ld moo-k th& British if. the 1l.roope 

•er4il td .. thd.raa 1,)efore th& ugotiation ·o:t :peaoe {VII; :;4, p. clvj )• 

Far+Jle:r on, in thi$ l&mf) lticter< ¢l ·I:lero:alzler 12t 1771 ~ the· Lsndon 

~,. rep<>rted th• dt'be.tes ln the Houeo t'J't oa.ons on no.c<tlnbel:' 10• One 

~-.r, Wilk••, a.eked tor a re-veoa.tim of all acts OOUOliU'fting Amerie~ which 

heall \MJen pateed dmu• 176:5 (VII.; '41 Pt el:ix)• Lori ~~nth re~plbd that he 

wae IliUM tho next year would find Al:drlca. fo:reed to m.Q'•pt.. .8r1tbh condit:lona 

and that \l'um was ncm the tim• for euoh a p:rcpoeal aa th$.1;. by Wilk&e (VII, 

:;4, p~ ol::Jt)' ln tbo de'batet on adjoul':nmtUlt Lord North add$d ·tbnt he 'HlieYed 

that .utertca dld lllMi wiah to a:rld.ta-at.e1 while Burke inaieted ·t.hat Alner1ea 

w0t1tli be ready for re:oonoil.1at1or:a •heJl :Mord Jonb and hh friendo wer• l'!eady 

tt •••rU•toe what wae 'Ctallod 'the right. and eupr~ authority ot England. 

(VII1 54, llt cluj }.- Lord ~~·rih fu:\"t.her aaeu:red th«t OJ.'*mon~~.> that it he eaw 

that the n:ation t4Mld not b~&et:r the expeneEU!J ueessary 'tl.o- oontim.t0 th1J war; 

he wa&ld mw pllaeetul 01'1'1U1iu.ret to •riaa (VII, 54, P• el:d.v),. The Duke 

crt 'Aithme>nd 1ne1e.ted that Bl'its.in was in no condition to conquer ~.mer:tee. 

and that ah• mu.t f'Qt'get m.ll preterd.ions to $.1px>emGtOY and muet rteogn1gff 

the independence ot the eolonie$ ali. a baait for negot:h.tion (VII• }4,. 

pp .. clxix-ol:xx). 



cpl;~.otlstti.on was in a et.r~.mg pGe1:t:.ion!i 1hM,tfYer·- moet ot tho &l:')fleches., ae 

FO:pctl'\td :~ere, wtr~~t m~:.td$ by a CI)O!npa.r~tively em.a.ll numbe:r of men., '!'he 

M!a!.~~~ Ji,lrint.ed a lm~rge percent-age: ot th& speeches made by 'th$ ~~~u·s 

ot \be ~PPQiiti~n p~.~<rty while pdnting V$%7 tew of the remt'trlte. of the 

auppGl'\!ltri of the~ I'Umetey., It is alet~t •GrlhJ' of note that. th$ oppo~ltion. 

were •ted in their. d.fl~ande. f<>Z' " pea.ceh.l aet.~loment of the cliaJ.'lUte but 

onld •f~E!U' no pl.a.Xl$ to:r ech1ev1ng this Nll1ill.'t+ 

:tn 1116 there #ilppeered :in 'l!:ngl~d .~ pamphlet entit.~ed Q.~&En'''fJ!i\iifXl8 

!! tb:eltA.ttu·e ,!!.2!,Vi~ ,lt~beryg.- S ~ Pdno~~~:!f! _2!.~pV&l'nlt~tl,t:.,. ~4 5 

lh~ lust,ee 1,\nd. r;ol&oz: .!£,.the . .!!!: ~~tb All1itr1~· Thb p~.1l!lpl~;ltft. •• writte~ 

br. ~~ari .P:r1~••' OO®or of Mfheol.e>gy tUtd ma:ber of the London. Royal 

SQCJi&t.t• !hta wrttJ.:Jtg J~~.i'ttained .._ eru~t nal. of .ta. in ltngland._. &epeo1~lly 

~~~m~tlil th&:A!I«t who oppoet:d tho war with JIJ».Gl"i•e... The fi.rat ll!litnt.io~a nutde ot 

tkill' :p$phlet in ths Atftil.i:t..,.! w:as in the J...~rtu.t~ ot Vol\:l.me I• S.:r~ WfJ..S the 

r'":pcn cr»t t,he prcoeeditt;·e of the 1.\lftlH•tltlJ" ot' the kst lnclia O<m1pa~ on: 

~a:reb l5w 1776• Lord saxbf introd~it~ a retolution to offer thnnks tc 

Ooote:r Price ftu· th• 9.i~ae~._t&st!!!' The Eeust India Oompe.f~¥ wa• anxi<llut~ to 

&t0p tb& war btltoal!lae fit t.he b.ann btdng dM« te ita ooomerc.th !M quotation.1 

nu1d• frgn the pqpbl.erb at. thi~J pl~~tt:l -r~ ~h.oae ~rrdating larslfllly to f!ntll'lOfh 

OM' •e;m-.,c:med Bl'1tainle int~tt1mable los Iii of trude with /.mMrieflh At thiil 

t!.wt the ataembly pa.e$ed twQ HaolutiotU~ on thi11 au~jeot. The firat was 
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\o thank nootor PI"iee and t.hla o-th.er tell grmt h.i.m. an lllnnuity of fitt.,y· pound• 

au:rU .. ng (I,.;!, PP• 9-15)+ Another.l'~feren"Qe,to Prl0$te prunphlet w.a.smadlll 

by CWiU"lN FOJt in the d•bnt.~te ot A1ay 221. 17761 in tm Hous~ ot Ck>ttllll(mt• 

Jl'$/:i:M t'~l.t the.t Price had opi'll'nAHl the eyes of' the public to the imminE~nt nd.ln 

of f~tut'b Britau {!Ut 111 P• lei)., 

.!lne Af:t.4,l;i:rt.?f late:£> w'ilX'ir@ed tJ:t~ pamphlet in it&l entirety (:t:n: 1 12-14• 

PP.• 45 ... 351 )• At \his p$1llt t9• editor expreet•d hia~ tpini;on ths.t thie 

writ.:l.ng we..a h!r)lly a.pplieable to thli At.fairee' ,di.\!Ct.ud.one of condtt1ctuJ, 

in Engl.a.nd a.nd AEu»:rlce. bet~MUil.& tha Al<1Utdean Decluratior.i of lndepl\llndenee 

t•U.ewed Pdoe* s political dootrine and. even oel~ieu at:me or hie e.xp:resdone 

( 111 1 12#. Plll 42). In hb prunphltlilt l1or.irtor Priee sr.~ent a .g:re.e.t ded ot tim:e 

ditcu~ting t.he rightt Of the CQloni'lfh :tn dl CEU!Iei'il he found Bdt,adn •a 

dd• ot ,the quan~l t~ 'be wa.jlAat. Nt.s plan of' rtll'tH,nciliaM.on,_ ~1ven Ma:r 

the ed ot hh ••tay1 WEUY; the abo •• one 'lflhi>eh th~ banker $f>dd mtlll propoeflld 

~ the Rwfie of Lords by th• Count of She !.burn&•· '!'he plan involved the 

repeal of the troubleeoouil la"s• the l"$Bena,tion £01' ·~;nglv.nd of the l"ight. 

to J>egula:t.~ eOtlml:e:rs~&, and the rec~~t.im of and t!tid in th.tJ pe.y:«ri!mt at 

tJl.,. B:r1:ti :t!lh national d6:bt bf all parte of the em pi~ (In, 14, ppo~ 206 ... 209 h 

From the to time the At:f'dli'$S printed ~itione .f\:rom va.riwe groupi& 

to the King. The111• pet..!.tions usuallJ had th~t1r originfii in t~ tini::;noial 

efte~t• of th:e wra.r m the pt~tl\:tion1ng groupe.. 'l'h$ fir·111t wa.~ tho pl!.rt.ition 

of ~ar® 22• l776.t by the mayox-11 ald~:u•men,. and .com:mon council of Lon(h.m-. 
4 



!hiD HCJ.UCSt to th& JtiUJ Get forth the poo:r state of the holl.lel defcr.l.$&$, 

the lcr:htu\1 of' na.tio.:nal eretiit 11 the O:cl~Amitias which might reeu.lt tl:'Oi'.ll th& 

u&e ~Jf tlh$ mercenary eoldi$l"l!l.t and the lOfHil of bueineu ae a result ot · 

\hs nr in. .Ml~u·ioa (X, 5,. pp., 16 ... 17).-. Coni!MJt1l1.ng the l\1ll.er1o6\.ne the 

pet,1tton tta'bedt 

Si on l(tUr assure b. jwia~:,ance ;pail!lla'bl$ de leur ch~rt~nt1 
ellee conliHt:n.tent'"\ noue eont.inuer toua lets aV(d:l'tl:tges d•un 
~tn.,• exelul!lif n rlguliel" '1,· auqUel nous e:vona 'UI long-teail& !5. 
:relievable• de notN opulemoe et de notr• prospej$rit~ (I,; 5, P• 18). 

The ling' e Nply to this petition etated in e:f!'ect that it was n~:~c-eesa.cy 

that Ame:d.ca be foroed t<> Qllbmit (I,~ 5, PP• 19 ... 20). 

The nen petition :rep<>rted on t'M $Uhj4H~t of conciliation ws.e one 

of praise and support tor the program as oMdUJ!l'ted by tll:t lllinieten 

(II., 61 P.P• 44...40 )-. l'{$W.Vtu·, this petition. from the mayor, eheriffs• 

cammon eouneil,; merohanta, busineatmen, and princi:pSl.l inhabitant£\\ of 

Cork• Ireland, was merel;r Ul!litd b'y the edito:re to introduce the Npoi\ ot 

anethfll:r pat.ition. from the inha'bi:tll.lnt.e ot the sa.me city.- The firat petit.iq:n, 

which appeared in the London O'CMrt G~zotte, wae d:lseuued in tho tollow1llg 

ro.snnor by the .ditor or tb.l&' !lf':t'ai:rest ill1Jlle rappelle l *1dde do C't p45dan.t 

do l 1antiquit.4 'lUi port.oit uws br1que d~ne·lllitl poche .ccmme un 6ohtmtillon 

de ea muil!lon (J:I, 61 P• ~f5).,. 110 Thus the ed:1:t.or felt that the firet 

5 If they {!:•e•• the .1\ma:ri.oane) lll.re a~oured thfa peuoeful enjoyment 
of their obartert• they will eonam:tr, to o~ratinu.~ llith ue dl the advantagee 
of a Ngultr~..r and .flxolud'fe. CQW~t:roe to which we have long b~on in1!ebt.ed tor 
our wealt,h and proeptrity,. 

6 Ito :rEUs&lls the idea. ot that pedant. of !an'Hqu:l.ty who e~:rdll'id n 
tfrlok in b.le pocket as a $ainple of hie houiO• 



p..tit.to.w. wat not a fair liHiunpl«t of the opin:!tont or the rt~ident.s of Oork. 

!'flle aao,nd p~i't.ion from Ch::>:.r·k• t.het Qf thllil inh.abitM.nte,. ws.:J etUl 

in th$ f&tJill.ativ.• stag!& ._bGim i:t, w1A.s report.•d t~ the .Aft:~fr,ea by a ltJtte:r 

af April 1,, 1776, t~ Cprk.,, Thil. addl:1tse waca to 'bo entirely the opposite 

ot tha p:fl'$.-.ding GM IJln.de by th$ l$rs.det-s Q't tlw c.ity and waa to !11!HiUfl$'t the 

King "·Qc use not.h:trc axlllapt ~oncll1o..t.oq lf;tatbode :tn dte1ling with Ame:d.ce. 

( 11. 6·t; P• 4t.S). 1\ wa.$ p:roh~bly t~ aame ~ttion whioh wae pr'$li1Eltnted 

Qn May 9~: 17761to thtit lil'l$, by L~rd Middleton~ Colonel B~:rr~·, and gdm.und 

Bu:rk:& bl tho~· ot • gr(lttp of nudd~~tnts of Oork (Il, 9, PP•. 21+ ... 27)• !hie 
' . ' 

. &d'd,_,.. $Eaplaiaed of the loss Qf tn\cle with Am.en·icn, of the ham done t0 

tl'u~ 1\\:&\iotw,l honor by th$ introdu¢tion of nM:treenaey tl!'oop& inte the war., 

-~ of the •Jt.ruo\i~ of ma:l:'it1me towtuil in aeric:a, Their Slwn 1cuu~. or 
I l · ' , 

"-td.&•t in tell$ ~l•th"'f.!l~in,g :1.nd\aa1u7 waa. sreat and Ir•lar.td w~~ left 'e.bno•t 

witb.$til.\ EI•t•»••' beem.uo s0 mal\f troops VtGtH in Amodeo.,. it ws.a taid"' Th~:us• 
• l 

people toa~!l that. ~:rifll:M!l. privs:tetU'lt would destroy Irbh o.oo;tal towne 

to ~veng• the dest~~ticn of ~•rioan aaritime o~itie' by the D~itiib. 

111 hiJ. le\tt:r ot Wiay 411 1776. tbe LOnd0)1 b1ank$r quot&d from Thoma.t 

Paine* • 9.~21 s~~~·· 7. l\llll.otlg th• quotli!.tions giv«:ua were th• tollowtngt 

~Pr-ober la r4co~eiliatil<)U1 ,e*••t p'rt~er ~ doetrin& da.ngfltreuse •• ,. 
6 ' . 

(I# t~ p.. 00 }~ 11: and "Le · pr,ivileg• d$ nouG .gouv~n·ner noue-m%m.ea: e~t. le 

7 .Q!*t Oa.rl. Lotua 8f)OkliH' 1 !!:.! F.tf9 .2.:£ Sd:.! ~~ric~ !i!~Rl.ut1.~~' Vol. 
V!h p$.ft l~ !!1! StmSJi~' ~ IndeeemdtmC!• J~ tlen Johnmon, ~ditOl"t .4b! 
Oh:ronio •·~ .!t. ~-r~ee; 5t?X.:~!!~ B~mjam1n Frt'tnklin edition (New Havem Yale 
U verotty PX"&I/.!5;. 918 , P• 250.. · 

a To preaoh ra~ooncililltiort 1s to preach e. dan.g~~tt'Ol.\$ doctrine • ~ • .. 
{1~.!.·~ tor Am.IO.ri.oa).. · 
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d:roit ns.tu.rd (I» 11 P• 87 )•"9 b. hi& l&t.t.er (j:f' Jtme 5 1 17761 the bank@:r 

rttviewed Paine1 s whole vmnpl:llet (!, 41 PP• '3-l.O') • 

The 1.-tter of J'tUile 4, 1776, repor\fltd the lU.ng' e m&ua.ge to 1ltal"li~i'UM'trltt 

Tlul lU.ng lile~a4ed that the ..1\med.eana be brought to ecmpletflil etdahe:S.on and 

sat~ that tke interest and wall"being at ~he wb~le empir~ hing•d on the 

outeOllo of thi.s war. The bGker considered th!t.e to mean that when America 

was deteai.ed th• ta;ds :received :f'r001. that eount.ry would eal!le t .. he bu:rden on 

the !'eat. C>t the epi:r.e (l 1 ;t :PP• 6!:) ... 69)• 

On September 271 1776, the "banker pre111ented his be:U.et that a :ruined 

commerce waa inevitable f'ol" Britain if the -wcu· continued (II• 9, P• 10). 

A few pages later he expreeeed great ho~a tor pere~.oe ( !!1 9., P• 78). How"" 

eYer 1 iil hi 1 follo'fl'ing letter of Octo btu: 6; th$ b-.nke:r said that h~ had 

olu.1.nged b.is miJad alu:mt 1-he possibility .of JHliHlOEh• Now he ecn$ider($d that 

the wa:r might. go on :f'e>:r M>Yeral ftHIU"B (II 1 10,.. P• 65 ). 

'l'h~ banker; on Oetcber 21,. 1776, :reprinted em artiole entitlf.ld 

Obsene:t;iona !! Artttue ~r !' Et.at r!!s Affair•e• At"tiiU'• l~111tiw: th.$ el"ro~t 

made by the ministry in the conduct ot tho war and att.er dru.ori'bing th~ 

impra.ctioabiU.ty or e?tm the impossibility of o<>nqueriug Ju:netrica, the 

writer ot this articlfl 111aid that the only way llrtta.in could continue to 

rean benefits frQm Anutrtoe. would be to stop thtl war and ask AJnedca to 

become eimply an.. a11y of Bdte.:t.n.. Thus banded toge:th~r, these two. ntttione 



w,wl.d f()m tht &M&t~at ;:10we:r on &b.rth (III., 11, Pt• xviij ... xb: ). 

In. tftit et~mte leiter he aleo expreteu!!e'd hifll belief that all N:1pe .ot 

r.t-eomeiliation had vudsbed• He pointed out tl'uat. the Pennsylvania Aeonillly · 

b.l.l.r1 1 in ~rat, 1776, dMls.red its adhesion to the Dei!th.ration Qt Indepen«hmoe 

(t:n; 11, P* ~:U.j). Al!lt:.ri.ean g()Vemmm'fka.l d®uments wert> again mentclowtd 

t~ the lft.t~:r <Jt FQlit~rJ 24• 1777. He I'$ it was reported that th$ Artiolee 

ef OG:li:lflid"it'lltlon had l$&a w•ll ~c•1v$d in London. ~~any who had loa:t 

their fdeDdshllp for J\ll!M!!J:rlea with: the t»tlaration cf :tnrlependenoe wt-re eaid 

t0 Mft regairltd. it wi\h \he ·Arlitlee of C~d4ll!rat1on. There wa& said \o: 

lle tureadng tav-t:Jf' tor the idea that Britain wQUld do f:@.Jt bette~ ta :n:;_alQt 

allies ot the .I6MI·r1oana t.h-. to try \tJ ecotnqW>r 'them (IV; 171 px:r• U.ij ... lv). 

, lfi.tli J'e.prd 'tt) the ~~~paigl\\ Qf 1771 1n .~erlea the 'l.ttt.:t'l.k;$ r sta.t~~td 

ail\. belled' that th• m!niltty ft$ 4UI!U'6 Of th'$ ;ta:ot that 1f llO'Ching d.6CiJSift 

wero predUwd in the Gllm.qWilt~f:i ot /l..merlea, no-tl:ring could be hoped tor frOIIl 

lat.er ~tt':tol"\th !htt'l '\h.M.r task would be t.o _,a. tht) war under tbM best 

e.ond~ti<m.$ olr~,aina'blt and t., t'eoog.niM il~»eri:tan in.dftpendftrne$' and. make tn. 
J'll.l.erioiUlUt ~lliitt Gf. Dri:taillin• -.rhe hank$r apP,tared Gtin1;,a1n that most of th• 

aupporl.&n ot il'ldepoadlmcte in Aldrl~Hl thoogh'b that Fr~11.n.eo would aid t~ 

andJI if euu nr• :t:I.Cit ~e tat•• th~y waulci ~~l!ll) b~ willing t.o aec.e~ tbe 

o.onditi.,a i!Jri t"ol'th by Bri:t.a:in (V, 24, pp-. eexnv,.,.oc~c:~). 

In hit let-tel' ot Jugu.et 14:t lm, the L$t~don banker eai>:l t.ha:.t hill' 

hopt~t ot a reu~ bef'o 11'0 t01t a pr01npt reoontiliation o!" an &:c:dy oonquast w~e 

now gone Gd \htd;, he expeotl'id a. general war (VI, 261 PP• ~ .... 13 )• Ncn' hb 

hoplf wa• that. tho me:d--• would rejf!Jot all off'ers of all ianee with a 



peeple w'l!o had $.worn to su.bject or •n•:rmi~t& '\fbG .(Vl 1 261 P• , V'ij )• 

Tla1$ l!ltmli!i l•tt.&:r printed an I.M·thl.e e:nM. t.lEW~d J'~t~l.e~i,o,n.,! Jl*1m g~a~~v~.!~.l."' 
The o'bjeot Gf thb writing \!lll.e :to show th-e ftlue of a laitnple union of 

i:nttr~teta between lr-ita:tn and .Amtrlea and tbil ham wh!~h wQuld carte tc 

arit•1n if Am~triea lmi.de a-u!$b r.m dli$.n.<ull wi'tb ri'll'!ll. ~Jower"' of' Gru.t 

S.rit~d.a (Y:t• 261 PI)• vU.j•x:d.ij)• .~!'be banker beliovctd th~t. Semje,min 

!!'FS;~U.~ he.d wdtt&n ·this a.r\iele. en- a6l P• YU~ )· 

!n the lett4llr of Cetobe:r 1&1 l777,. th$ bfJ.nker ,gav/9 a. di scuJaion o'£ 

Am:Eu·teu orftd1t and e~:ro~h Jliortt he $h()Wed t.lle neco,sity of British 

ecm,trel ovar Atnartoan e~tH•ce whicb we.s ~ure to grow .rapidly •• tt.. 

pat.-« (VI, $, PP• l.'I:UV-G:idU.j )• A eEmparlsQn ot thet ered$t of Bl"ita.im 

mfi thO Slflrican riattts wtl.$ wbo11f fa'ttQra.bl$ t$ i\J.1!Utri04\ ( Vl~ 29 A PP• O:ltlilj• 

o.l.V}lf ·. fiu:Uy, \he baink~u·; ml tl'tb:rt.UII.:cy'. 81 17761 doubt~d. thllt tbe:rAt lfa$ 

~ P•t~~el.b!lity t~t tbt~ Ameri.tans owl.d. be in.d.utHtd to r@nounoe ir:u:le1)endenos 

and murn ·te, the Britim fold• Thie could have beeft dEm~, ·the blu:1Pr 

9liel"6dt at the beginning of the q_uar:rel wh.Em., ··the Ato«:n:ieana ili'OUld h&~.ve 

giftll; Parliament. the Qption. fl>'f IIlii t.her cmtrolUng ~~.m•n:·ic!A.Jl Q()Xnttltrce or 

tadnat the A.merieM people (VII;. ,6, pp, cool ... eccl:j )• 

%!! !lO:Wf w.ae ~~~-~l-· TM f'o:e:~1ng d1eCU$f!liO:n $1\Q~I tffil.t thit 

Lmdon ~er's lErt.:ter& SJ$!"f&d et PJ;ir}'Kil,at'!l ~h the rtii~El as. do modom 

edito:riale, that of expreesing ll)p,i.n!ene ina'b«lmd ot wp :lying n.ewth All 

other e-ente by th& L~don banker on reoonetU.at.ion $.r& relat$d to 

•1ther tkl• Howe peaee oommi~~Jelcn or Lord Nort.n•.e oo,noUiatory p:ropoe11.la 

and will - di$GtUU!IItd mer~; t.hfq' apply- It -· in these l~t&l'S f'rOilt the 

bankett tba.tt the armOt.U'.koem•nt of the grmntlng ot peace oommhe:ions to thcit 



Etowe ~:rothers wall\ me-de (I~ '• P• 70}. 'l"h•ee e.omr:;d.$a\1ons wer.e 'based m a 

Parl!ar:~umtary ret:aolution10 of February 20, l17t:>• TM f,jf.l:rliest date. in 

tntt ~.t!&;i:t:~t1 ttooo•ming th• ,grantblg Gt ~ae Qitlmltta.rd.mJM came in t.h0 

j~~~ crt Vo1'1'.1m& :n:. H«u·e tulder tho date of May 2, 1776t GOVEJ:rnor ley-~\ 

of N•w Yoric prcwlna wrote a 1&\ter frQltl, hill! ship il!4 :Nerth .tt1V<tl' tc- Dav~d 

~ai'tthHt, !i~UifOr et lew !ork O:tty• fhe letttl" waa printed in thG !.!,w tor~ 

?,a.Jdto. It aake.d the pe~vle to filltibmee the· olt~!ltnC$ to aubmlt whieb was t.o 

be otf'e:red t.Mia by the lin$; 1 • &OJmni.$9!oJJ.tiU'& ( li 1 6,. P.P• 29 ... ;2),. 

On }lta.y 51 l7761 the e~e,don nM.Iing L&:td and Gene nl Howe 

QO!Wl.issionert of the lit:~g te> grant pa:rdon111 t.e> tho~ A.mllltr!Ca~tJ.s '~Who wculd: 

lay d&ft ~ei.r arms reliloiwd th•·app:ro'fat ttl't th$ King (Ut 8,~; P• 61)• On 

May 9 U ItA. »peeeh t9 the Hou.te of' 00fl1Wna, ilhwnd iurk.e 'belittled the 

n-.iAtlifiene gi¥cm. tt~t tb& l&as {U, 9, PP• 29-;3G).. On the following da;y 

in 'tihfl ltt.N.lllt!i or Lcn·aa1 t.'b.'J l'J\tke 0t tlanaburto:r $Ja;ployt!Jd much the IUlU~I

PN'Q.d:ure wha lH:t a·t.atEtd that 'the lowe• would do no gr111od if they had only 

tM :d,gbt to pardon. Tbe A!l\ledea.n•,~~ h• ataid, would not. seek pardollS.jj Be 

t"'u:rlher atat~d the.'\ Britain might l!IOOll ~ asld.ng /'lX!Virioa• • pardon if 

t~Mditions Qonti.mted as they he;d b(!)«t (.!1 1 9, PPll' 40-41 )t 

Tl\e follow:tng ~ports r~~~how ths.t the pl.llm to hav~S thet tiowe broth~:lr$ 

~e.iw tulereias!ena f:rar,. th$ PJt~.erlcant~~ was not gen~n·ally kno¥m~ en f·,1-y 22~t 



1776; ill 'c;he H.ouaa of C~one, General Oon-way rtoV$d that thii K!.:n.g be 

l"liHi!.Uf!lsted to co~.ura.eat.e to tb.e Hou~J;!!il' the innruotions g:l v:en to the Howe:• 

(III 1 ll• p • !'l-6)• He ohargetd that Northt Ill minist;cy had not al,lowed any 

of 'b.l:lfl ecmplaints of t.n. e.oloniEua early in the die1:.ute to r$ach eithe:r 

~ !1~ or h:rlill!lmant (III, ll, l;• 6h No t¥~.~ation unleas there was 

npree•M:.•!~:tltn, be said• we.t~ thtt ktityl\ltcme: of the Bl!'ititih politiod organi•.., 

tiGl\j ;ret the only or:\me of the J.mex·io.ana ft$ to insi.at upon this ( xnf 
u, P• a h Oo.nitf4.1 WQndfiX'fB<l how Parliament. could aid in eondueting thea 

neg.tiai'..iona with Am.erie.a if it did not know the haSfil:$ of mtgotiuti.on 

(IU1 111 P• 9)• Lo:rd Merth1 11J anewa:r wara that it wa& against all polic:lfJti 

of the t.dminiat!'ation to dieel(;tH3 t(t Pt.rU.ament th.e inetructicms gi'V$n to 

th_, c~iliJ&iOM:rs (:Hit ll1 PPe' 1; .... !!~). l£dmund Burke insiated that tt Ha. 

Pa.r1iW't!le~:tfs bueiaeea to kn¢w what Wlll.'ii ha.ppeni.ng (Ill,; U, Pi'*' 14 ... J.5)• Fox 

dool!rted \h~'t the oO¥m!lietd.onillrS had e.nyo pawar $Xeept tha.t of can·yirlg :eveey

where the sword, t'i:re~; and d(')~ole.tiom. (III 1 11, '~P• 15 .... 16).. ,t:.dan1$c- a 

m~tm'ti.HH' ef the Hou•e of C'0:"1l:.llOllP.• dflolared thu:t he &xpectEtd no aueoeee to 

ea.ue tr<l:l. t.hia peace oownisdon (Ilh ll, PP• 16-17 )-. Finally,. L.ta•d Geu:rge 

Qemain, tn. seo,:retary in charge ot the deparlment of Alitcu·ica, aJ:ose fmd 

a.tated th4t the instrueti.cne to tbe ~loweEt allowed thoo. o:nly to reoe1 v~ 

eubm.lill$icna (!II, 11; P•. 1S)., Oolcmel f.lar·ti olo~ed th$ debate by aay1ng 

~hra:i Lord and General. Rowe 11 great as i~q were: in their reiiP' otive tields.. 

Wfl)re not tht.l p:rope:r rnen to ea.rr; on a coneili~tocy c~ii!Hllion (In:, ll-

Yu)!, Ul·~9 )• The motion of CNi;Ja&ral Conway r&q,ueot1ng the Povree t 1nt.tr\\ciit1one 

WM r•j•oted (Ill~ 11, P• 20)• "this swat incident W~;~J.S ;fi!tpo:rt~~: in tha 

t.md0n 'bat$e.rf~ le\i#O.r ot Jun• 4, l776 (I•~ '"'' PP• 70-74).. 



Soral'lltirttfl in May, 17761 ·the tainillltr;y t~~ent nfll:w irletl'Uc·\:.i.ons to Lord 

and Gener~l Hovve mrde:t"ing th.em to !i1Ubjug1!1.t.e th$ colonies one by one end to 

Bow great th@ eh.e;neea were for the H<:rwea t p!!)ae• oonwistllim to aucceed 

wertt shown by two report.• given in th~ ~<?U~nal ot Volumt:~ VI. 'I'h& first 

.•• ;,;1. n• that. o:£' an aot piU;Jt~Jed A:Pr1l 16, lno,. by thllll general. ali:ulentbly of south 
,•'·'.' 

·f.ing~ Sl>teh persons oould nl!.'lgoti.ate- with Oongreae only.. If th~y ~~tll& to 

South Carolina they could :not r•mdn there more than fort~r~ight houra 

(VI- a8,: PP• 85-87 }• The seco:~ad r0port was of a Sf>IEH,'.h r:i.ade by Chiet~ 

Just :tee William Drayton of: Scuth CaroliM to h:.h g:t'!;.\rtd jury, P.pril 2j;~~ 

1776. Fie stated that there could be no reoondUertion as lor.~g as th~ 

MV'ig&tion aot• :re:tne.illl.ed on the books or s.s long as Srithh trc.H>Pf!l am 

tortifi,Qf.:ttion& :t".elt:.:lained in ../WlfJX'iOa (vt. 29, l~il 119). .f;nothfii:t' report l'laVirig 

1l beur!ng on th:ta $ubjact · w~:~s Wilde 1:11 th@; bar1ke:r on June 6, 1776. Here wae 
. ' 

could count M an honornble eubruisaion.. If' r.t.ot.1 Gongre&e had decided upQn 

a declaration o:f' ind~pendenoe (I, ;,, )1!1 92)., 

Tbe let1Hiflr of' J'UllEt 15 1 l776j relldnted a. di:.logwlt o:ntitl.&d ,k!. 

l\~@.Qnoilia.tlon• r1io,.l2i~e .!!;.~rl9 !! mere .!i.!! f1lltt (:1:, 1~, PP• 87..o9'l).w Th• 

me&the.ir 1e. this dialo~';U& :r~pnsented !:~ngland and tha d!l!.ughtex· was Ar·•J:n~i<fa• 

O~n~t.ing on the diulogu.e, th$ bank:<H' ae~.id•, "n:tau veuU le caue lea oot'ml!iemiorua 



Apparently the banker*& hope :f'o.r the fl!taecesa of' the Howes in thie worlt 

was no greater than the hopea ot many .ot tht!t ma:llbere of Fadimnen.t• 

It wa.e in June of lTI6 that the ftowea $ta:rt..ed work on tha oonciliatoey 

rntt.sion. RepOR$ to be given lr!ter indioa.t.e that it was t,o:rd !owe, admiral. 

crt 'Ria Maje~aty'a fleet in .t®erion, who waf.'l. doing mo:::st ot the work. Thest 

reports aluo sh.ft what suceeas, or lack of u., was achierft~Std. The bank:e:rf 11 

let tel" ot ·:~eptember 2.7; 1776, printed news taken trotta a Virginia paper.if. 

This newe told that Admiral Howe appttHll"~&d Qtf the coaat of 'Maaaa.ehue.at.te 

June 20 and wrote a circular lnt~r to the varioua British p:rovinc:ttJl 

gOYenlt.n•a. He stated his mied~ lllll peace eomtl.'\issioner a.r1d ttsnd them to 

malice his deela:ration ot pardon& ~Ublic.- On sunday;. July 1.4,, 1776.,. Lord 
· 1a · · · · Howe sent e. lette.:r to George waahingt.e>n ~ut it wae retuesd. A aeoond 

. . '" 
effort. of July 16 to ~aoh !Jfashington also was retu.e&d beonuse it wae 

addt<cu:aed to him ae il prlvate citizen rather than as oom:•:andar-in .. chiet 

of' the army. Oongr1tuu•• on Jt:aly 19., 1776, approved \!7a.$hingtonf s s.crtion in 

More a.boot thh l'llSJ:ne oaee was report. ad in the batlk$'r1 e J!l.«txll le"te:r1 

that ot October 8• 1776,. The banlc4tr quoted trom. Ill le-tter of Lord Iiowe to 

ll May God grant that the oonoilia.tory commiadona not se:rve to 
r&t<i!ird :rather tham to advsnoe it (1 .. !.• 1 reoonclli:a.ti::m) .• 

l~ Qt.• 1 • Gf&erge ·:vrong, .t!~~h~ni!l9Jl !.!l1 !!U Q<?ru:~,tta.de IS)..!,!! ,:~ ... !Jll!S, Vo~ • V! l* 
pan 2, The .~i:X"Ui.$1~ £2:: ~l'flependence, . Allen Johnson, editor, !h,e Q~x;qn~cle~ 
j£ Jlnl~ri£!. ~'er~. Benjamin Fl'."anl.din edttion (Ne"' "!avent Ytde Urd.vers:tty 
P:r&CUt l921hPP• 86...&7• 



. 
if they had. He further berl:ittlld Howe for Y~ot add:rEuH~ting ''-'aeh:tngtorl F:roperl;y. 

H$'1!¥3- had reported thtit the ahode I.elatad govet·rtlfii\tH!t :·)l"<Jt!;titled to f;!le'.mrl a li:Opy 

ot hh ~tCllu:·fllil:.ion to Oeng:rfiti'Hh This, the lilankar :relt.t Wl!!llill anothe;:r fl:r:ror 
. 

be~I!!I.\UI!t!t Oo~reu wae the only body with whieh thllil Briti$h eouJ.d :n~T~gotiate; 

theretQre thta crlgirut..l d•tlllt'a:tion eh~ld hav& 'h~ a.dd:r~HHi!ed t.o it. The 

b~er endttd thh l"lll)Ort. with faeet:Lwlill rNiuark• ab~ut offe:rin&~ l1Brdcma to 

tr"pe libieh t.h'' Brit:teh teared to art.·t$!.~k (II .. 10,. p,::.- 67~70). 

'fh~ btttr of Jlo"feml!len· e, 1776, reporl..•d the &:lf8ba;tiem aJJ.entioned 

of Parliu~~nt. Ill tlll.i$1 HSUIII!lt of Oemm<lnll! during thifll debate Oolo:nel Da.rrf 

am~1 whl!tb oend!:l:.iont of eond?i.e.tion the 'lli.n.ist:ry ha.d ~f•red to. J!J:l&dc~t~. 

(III1 12# !)• l~~., )• LQrd lo:rth :r-eplitd \y r~t£\di~ t.he proclamation wh1oh 

t~ll)rd iO\!Ie had addri1il!lll"d to thtlJ p:rovi.rwid gGV$mQra (IUt 12,. P• lxxvj )• 

Lord thtll>:rg~ G~t:mdn ll!lm.Millld ''"1as:hington f'Qr t.h* :f'Qiluro of Ho"t s propo51lllll 

(!lt, 12_. Pii l:~xi~)· 'lhelllll' !~r()pOetdtt were p'l"i.nt~d in this ,garne le.ttel·· !'1-rt.d 

a st-udy of them nhowed th~.tt nsthi)lg walil oti:'(!'trl!fd ;\c.~erica in :~:·at.um for ita 

eubilhsi .. n (III, 12t rr• lxn~l~e h 

On !fovaber ,o, 1.776, thtll Howes publi$11$-d lill.nother Jroel~aLtation in 

whieh they :1:nvitfhd the ~~un!ti&s to~.Jnd 1nd1vtdu$.l8 of tht Vlll.tim.aJ prcwinses 

t{;l) l!l..filk tor th~t prurdon of the King (In, 14,. ~h olx:l.x).. On M.!llr<fh 1~), 1771, 

the l::uu:lk":r :reprinted a letter :f'ror~a Lord Howe to Benjamin Franklin. N.ow• 



contim.anoe of lNl~ monopoly on ~riae.n cO!lmle:ree (IV; 18, PP• oxxxvj .... 

exxxvU' )• Franklin's reply13 was 'that Howe was only wa~Jting his time 

trying to reoon.eile the diepute on the basie of A1.oorico.n submii!HiliDtt. The 

cm«ltiM perpetrated by the 'Srit!sh in America had d~etroyed eveey spark 

ot atteot14m tor Bdtab and had rendered suhmieeion impossible. F'ranklbt 

oonQludri ritb the aiattement that Brit-ain might n•got.$-atE~ with .America ae 

with liU't'f Gther foreign nation aM in doing s.;> might eonclude a treaty of 

peac. betsr. the ~&riCiiU"J.S contracted a :foreign alliam,Qe (!V, 15, PP• 

currUj ... oxl:U.j ).. Another letter ret;;ed:ited in London from. Franklin gav,e 

the ~s id•a that peace ~a impossible on the baeia ot oanplete aub

mierd.on {IV;; l81 P• clxxiij). 

fllit Pl14& letter from the London bank'6r rep()rt.E~~d the.t dgned and 

sealed pardons distributed by Governor 'l'ryon in Ntlhrr York had bt.leQme an 

a.l"ti$1& of commerce il'l that r•pon. Thoee Ame:t'ic!lns who had affai :re to 

eGndU$t in the Brl.U.ah li:uee bought th• and then went ·lldla:ra thity plea.te<h 

'l'he ministerial newspapers had listed the namea of a large number of :rebels 

whc had come to New York to re•eive the pardor;s a()corded them by Lorcl Hower s 

proclamation. Tho banker added that not a person of known importan<lle Gt 

wealth fti!J GOng those pardoned: (IV_. lB, P• olxxiv). 

on April 3011 l1n1 t.ha banker :reportod thmt. General Howe hall aekod 

!!Washington for a suspension of arms 'but that vte..ehington :refuelllld (IV il 20, 

PP• cexliv )t In this arune l'.l!Qnth1 on April :a, 1777, the bau.ker had. 'tated 



that the De~laratiGn of Independence had destroyed all hope of reconeilia· 

tion ud that lritaill would have to treat America •e ata equal from tbEin on 

{IV 1 19, p.cxctiv )4! 

OJ1 May ;o, 1n1 _. Lord Chatham, talaitn ver;r 1111 ma.de an appearJWce · 

in \he H01:1ae ot Lord:e proclaiming that the ruin of ir1tdn was neart 

Si 01l af&betttne l poureuivre la ~eJ'rO d& 1 1 Amfdoue1 si au 
eonti'at'n!! a!.!!. eeaae e~"!' fAUr~Ohamp,l*Anii,et~~£! .!!,ttri' 
£!rdtle .!!!! ~·$!?!roe. l!.:l g~u~ ,erGm.et.,e, reconciliation entre 1!!. 
Amirioaine ..!!. ~ ~ ... :eatl" e;, eat l! aeul m?Yen £!!. a~l\.\t qui 
~ reate. fo~ d6lai ne ~t~il• S2! d;-;rx aemaine~* rendra 
cette rJconcTilition tmpoeilli~)(v, 22-;-"p-:-icviij).I 

Lord Chatham censured bitterly t}le eo.-called full powe:re given to the 'Mow@' 

brothOn to ne&at.iat.e with the Amerin.ruh He stated that nothing wae mor• 

absurd tb.e.n to pl"$tend to eonqwnr eu.ch s. vast. o~ntey with a tew English 

Parliqent. to reoeiYe pet.iti«~.s fl•Qil. the Alnerieans Qnd upon the ineutt'loienoy 

of the oommiuic-ne gi v0n th.e ROW$1h U~ f1.nally proposed an addrese to the 

King a.eking him to take steps to•ard a. p"rompt. mcHlno:tliation a:nd a redrees 

ot the grievances set forth by the Ame:ric:ana ('V• 221 PP• xcV'iij ... xo:tx)., 

r\tter sane debate Chathlllln interpreted hit motion. By s. prompt red:rese ot 

grievancu~e he meant that Parliament should revoke imroedia:t.sly all act.a 

which were designed to puniuh the Al:llericane (V, 22, P• e:ti~ ), The motion 

wat rejected ( V .. 22, Jh oi v )• 

14 If the war with America is ca.rried on. obstinately and, . ·if on 
thfll 90ntracy, it 1e not stopped :\mediately, England is going to be lost 
without :r$COune. '!'he most prompt X"$OOnoiliation llletween the .1\.mcnioane 
and thei:r mother country is the onl:r saving llleaeun :remdning. Any delay, 
b" it of only eix woekst will render such reoo:no:iliation im.poaeiblllh 



The last napo:rt in the At'tai :r'$1 concerning the oo:mllliaaion ot the 

Howe:e was in the blatlkeu•' s letter ot Jun.e 10, 1777,., Here was a :reprint 

.,r a pamphlet sent by Edmund Surke to his eonetituenta in Bristol. He 

4.l41d tha'b thE~ only wayr ·tOe rot.uin .Amedca wae to :ronoonce completely e.ll 

eff~rt• t& tcree the Anu!n•ieane to euhmi t ( V ~ 23, P• c:xxxi:x), Farther on, 

he Wr'O'be with diegu•t ot the e~1.ttd.on given to the: Howes tCI reestablish 

pea~Je &y obtaining subroiedone (V1 2;5_., P• oxl1j )• 

,&!rd North'' oatetl,ia.torz E,!;q.no~~l· fheee oomnli.saioml held b:r the 

Hewes w11n·e worthl•es baa~Uea nothing wae offend to th& JU:neriouna to iuduoe 

them to return te British eontrol. The m~xt proposrl.l to he diseueli!ed, that 

1M.de by L~rd North in 1778, waa not quite ae hopel.esa as wae the Ho'rtt 

at.-tarnpt- It appr~eheui the proeosa of reconciliation in the right ma.nneX" 

eV,I!m though it waa made too lat·l\h Whit proposal ce.uae.d a gr•ut deal ot 

su~prise in Englaruh !he lrond&:m. be~nker, howenr, had fonoalrl.ed ~at such 

an otter would be made almost a month $l'ld a half' before the announceme-nt 

ne a de in ParliB~nent (VI l , '5 )· P• :c ex) • 

'!'he p:rQpo•al litl.tl.df!l by ~ord North contained three points.. firet, the 

Hcu.ee ot Oomm.ol\6 should_. on February 19. 1778• f'onn it.aelt into a ottnroitl,ee 

ot the whole to p:rep$.:re a bill to renounce totally any taxa:t.ian of America. 

Thie wae to be clone on the eondition that. thtt ooloniee ag:rea to oontd:.bute 

to tbf, Briti•h trt\uunu-y a reasonable anwunt to help defray the expezutel!l of 

govornmcmt and to pay hr rn:~otect1m\jt Seeondt five oo::Jndsslonere shou-ld 

be lillppointed to negatiattt in Am-o:d.cua for peace. Third, a oesaation ot 

&l"me, $hould the oommisaionere deem i.t advieable, should tak(l!; pboe md 
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last until the e:xpirt\tion ot the cOlllt!lheionll Lord North oxpJ.aiM·d. t.he.t 

all thi& mee.nt that ~he Maaeaoh'tU\Ietts. cba.rt,er, w:b..ioh. had be~m rt~~voltfld in 

l774~c w.ould be rt~tt~tor•d.., that all aete lrhioh had "$n d:ssign.od t~ punieh 

tho eo1oniee WCII.llci be repeAled, •nd that the oo1MtittG.ioners eou.ld. negotit~~t:e 

with .an'9' body in authority and III\Uip$nd !.~ t:raubl~aOlllE!I law~ (VII,w ;61 

PP• eoel.nij .... ccolxiv). He further etated that he would have th- oomm:te.don~n·e 

negotiate with .-erita ae with an indepemdelnt ria.tion 1tith no dis¢usaioa &t 

tho queet:ion of inde:pendence until all ~~r- diffi0\4lt.ies were "&ettled. 

Hh nope waa that a union similar to that bt!rt.ween G.-eat Britain and Scotland 

eculd be effected (VII, ;61 P• coclu).- //" 

ln the d•'bate following Lord Nom•.s proporr11d Fox gs:we hie a"fport 

to the . propodticm although he expretUIII!Id regret thllt it had not been adopt~d 

t.bre• years earlier 1th$Jt Edmund. BtU'ke had augge:s:t:.ed a similar one. He 

added a note of \mf!lllsin•u to the debate l>y ata~i:ng hi~ bel!e.f that an 

alliance between Prance and th• thirtten c:Qlomtta had a.lr~uldy been .OOl11lpleted 

(VII, }6, PP• ccelxvj-cQolxvij ). It waa agreed unanimoualr by the Oommcns: 

that Lord Ntnth1e proposal should be given cuu•eful oon$ideX'Qt1on (VI!, }61 

P• coolxviij )• The ba~r's oom:t!Ustnt Wl.iUH lll•·:,ui eat ... ollil qui ne voit poita:\ 

quf;l eon int6:r?tt eat tle divisor le& ~~m4rict~ine et dG lwr :f'a1:re perdre le 

moment le plus favorable qu 1ile ayent eu dmnfl o.ectt& guerro • • " (VII- ,6, 
P• cocl:x:x ). u

15 He further etated: 

l5 
'!fho cannot Sf.lle that his interest i.e to divide the .. tJ.me:rican• 

and to male$ them. lose the moJt favo:r«~ble moment that th.e;r h;;ve hetd in 
thilil war ... .. • • 



· Je erl'Ji:ro!s enoo:re que bEts projets d1 a:rra:nge:ment • • • eeront 
rejE~t.t&llh .. " • h oong:rftu g.Sn,rd • • w cartt.d.t'lement ex:l.gera oee 
tx·ei s eondi tier.:~ a p,viAUm1nai.ref) ..... qu.'4i! to\Xt.~tul le.e I.H'mlh·i et ~soad:rtit~ll. 
Boient reti:r~l!l 1 qu' il aoit :t'om' un nouveau :t''arlamEm,t1 et que le 
MbtiA~Jt.\:rE~ .soit ehqg' dana ml!'l. te!Jt~~Alitl,. pour voir enau1te, 1'11

1 U 
pwt 1 a1'oi:t· lieu, l un Trnit6 d~& oanm~troe at d'arnit:i4 entri:J deux 
at0$Urs parf•it.OOtem 1nrH;pen.dlllfl.tel1! l 1une de l'•utre,. e'l!. parlag,es 
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de :mllU'liere •n1a·'elles £1Ue toU't.es lea e$pcSra.noes aoier1t du e?Jt' de la 
CliHi't:t.te1 tandis qu' U, nt re'l8 a lttainfe '!l.ite a4!a d'ornpitude.~ (VU; 
'~' PP• oeclxdj ... (loelx:d.ij.). 

'fhh ••• lette1· of ·the bl!l.l'lkor earrbd the :r!:lprint of the billa i.ntrodueod 

into Pad :lament to conform to the propoHle out lined by J,~ord North., One 

ot t.hellu~ bills previded for the eanmi.lflliioruil'l:·e Md eat u.p their powf.t:rP1 

anlil the other e.boliehed th€1 taxation of the colonies. Both followed 

cl<llmely Lord North 1a Juggemt:lons (Vl:!~ 361 PP• cacolx,;Hj ... coclx::vj )• 

ln hie next letter, d•ted F$bru!U"y 2.1, 1776, the banker not111~ that 

no rbJJt in e:tockeJ and honda had devqlcped in tr1a frur daya sinee Lord 

North had m.ade hie propoaal. Ho believed iihie to be a td.gn that the public 

he.d little Mnf4.det1Ciil in th11 sucoe$&J ot the peaoe pl~n· H$ again stated 

hh belilJf' th~'t the peaoa propoaiti'ms 'l'Ot.tld be rfij ecteil {!X, pp_. j·ij). 

In a po•teoript of February 261 1778, weug rep:rir.t•d a letter fran the 

banker* e .~Drhan oor:rcu~pcndent • The corMspondcnt remu:rked that Lord 

North• s peaefil propotal WiJS llHt:rely a.n adn:~hM.on that Bri:t.~in 1 s :raaou:rO'ee 

wer• exhaut1.•d1 all admielllion whtoh eurprhei.l no on<h H• wrot;e that the 

16 I ·bhink 11 then, tbat these conoiliatoey projaotG • • , will be 
rejeoted., jll ... Oc:mg:resua w.Ul Mne.inly da"rtd th4itse threll) p!"elimimu'Y 
oGndit:l.ons ... -tht\t QU arnd$& ru1d nttV11l squad:~:·on&~ be recu.lle.-: 1 th!ilt a new 
Pa.tU81'111~:nt b• formed, and t.bl!lt the m1mat.ry- be changed enUreljt• Then, 
if it <h'ltl. 'tlil!.ke place_. .a trettty of OQmilflll'O$ 111.nd t:riwd$hip between two 
pe:rt1111ttly, :1ndlflp(llndont ft1sters cu>~n b111t Clt.>tUlidered. The que.UtiEJe of these 
ddtlU'I a:re eo d:i.vidtd that all thla hPpea llrl& on tbte' eide of th(t younger 
l'lhUe :mothing except her decrepitude rer.J.Idns for thE! eld•u·. 



A·~~•~"i•ana ~auld mever give up inde).~n.denc.-... The correepo.ndont se~Mect to 

:f'efill 'bh~~~:t. Lord Worth r:nade hi a propoad only afta r· he discovered thnt a 

F:rEJnch-Alinerin,~n all.i~e W~S.Iil ntlllt.r (IK• PP• ,xxv ... x:xviij )• 

fb,e ~-.:rog:ree$ ot the cont)iliato~ bills through :'~J~.rliament wa.e ri~p1,d. 

On Mall'«h ;, 1778,. t.hel at:m.O'Ilmoem$~t. wall! made that after n~arl:r f'iftEH!)n d~ya 1 

. diaGUe:&lmt th.eee two silla W$:r.e p&&lllltdi!i Thlb .f:f\f:ortt of the oppoaition tQ 

repeal aU. Ql t:n. a4t"' which led \o the separation of England and AtMl:dQO. 

wtre U.tle\;lle«nJsfult However,. tbey did ~&ucoeed in :repeding the ta~ on. tee. 

(IX, pw :~:d.x h· Tht conoiUatoey billa· H'I:'GI printed by the Arfe.i~e at thia 

point (lX, PP•· XXX•UltVij )• 
' . ' 

In tho Routt of Lords on Maroh 51 1776, thfil Duke of R1cmnond llfll.id 

' 
that l.Jerd lortbha billa to renor«J ;r.o:ace wo\:4ld do absolutely no 1eod if the 

tiret lttp were not to withdraw Britiu troops~ Lord sut.folk t•lt that 
' 

/ltn~ri.ea •hM1l:d firat g:tve Up itt D~aC:ltU.•aticm ot Independence (IX, P• lij).. 

On Mareb 16• l776t in t~e Houet ot QC!llQ\one, Fox a~lled Lord North 1 e proposal 
. ' 

an ao.pord ••• ~t Nrnth d-.tend•d bli'rdEaelt by eay1ng that his propoait:lone 

wmtld cua,ue• Oon,;resra to Hfu:tle to re;t:lf;y trw Fr<moh allianoe {:n:, l}• cxij h 

fhe tondm'! batlklill:r <ucpr.ei!J•ed a few personal opinionB coneern:tn,g thie 

peace prQ~o$al in hie lettGr of March 2.:2.1 1778,. He believed that. Oongr•eu 

would not QG)Oept $r1tain' a $f£er ot ooncili·ati()n (!X,_ lJt cxxh•)• On March 

24, 17781 he JJtated that it t.he OOil:lmheionen· negotiated with Oot~~rees, 

they wwld · i& ;reoogni:Aing Am.eric.n independence- If, howtver, they did not 

reoog;;.U~• tbe tndflpcllr.kdenoo of th~~t ooloniea, the co1onii!J& would •·v.:>t nogoti.ats 

with them, tl!lt 'betU.evod that meet o£ tb.a llliltamb~tu ot the t:~.clrn:l.nbt:re.t.ion .in 



Englund wwld tag:rt~G'i th.~t.t little was to be hO)!JGd f'oy in the work of Lord 

Nonhfa <IJOOir'il.ia&iOM:l'$ (t..Xil PF• ClXXXY"ii3 )• 

O:n April 10• 1776, thlb b!anker• :t· lett~:r quoted nn article wh!oh waJ 

e.t.tl":l.b\1.\t.ed to the D!;tk~ ot Richmond. He:re it we f'hown that Bdt61.in would 

b$ rt.t1ned 'Lf $he :did not profit trol:!l the preBent ohano• to ,ert,tle, the 

displllt• witib JJ•rit~ta (IX, PP• cuu~l:l:x""eQlv)., The lG't.t~~tr stated• "Il n•en 

paa pO$dbl~JJ de .ret~rair 'l pr4tU!Int l&a .Am,rioe.i:na fi01.Wl«r sujet.a t .le setAl · 

espoir <a1:1.i ~twa reste ••t d& h111 1-e.gagner c~e qia (!!, PP• oolj-~olij).•• 17 

EvidmJ.t'ly l.'fl:t.my WellN beginning to reaU.ll!ie t.h:l.a .q~ fru~t. 

PrQ:paganda was at work to make the !ngU.3h people balievfll that 

Brite.ia we.e tttfltgnanimou~a in its oon~Uia.t·ozy of'f'&r to Amer:'!.ea~· and to llltlkt 

them believe that. it the proposal tailed the te.t:tlt would ba Am&:riua• s. 

On Apdl lO.w 171&• the 'banker repon~d tbe.t he ·eeJ:w a htter, aa!d to ~ 

from Benjaud.n rranklill t.o Samuel J..dame1 :t.n tbe. il~g;lhh papers• 'rhis· lette::r 

eugget"•d that OoJl!roBs not l'$:)eot borl'l North ts p:ropo111d at first. It even 

sugpstod that· Oongreu should .@;lv$ up :htdeper:uien.oe if it could get IUISU.rtmoe 

that ~edea wQUld. ntVE!f' be taxed., 'rhe l:tWal" exp:rttt~SeeHl hh O~~trtainty that· 

the letter WI\Ul a London :f'abrlcation, and ae. « reply he :p:rint*d a b:Ul }')!;\Bled 

by O.otlligreoiiJ ii\ 1777• Thi~J law prQVtd•d that Ool'igrosa ehould reject all, 

otf'e:ra ot traaty or emc:Uiatic:.m vd.th Jd;bdn unleat QttOh ottel'& recognimtd 

the· ind:ependl.mee ot the ooloniee zand the tNJat:Lu ~J~.nd nllbnoee contrtil.attd 

with !.tt.l'U!u• etlllttUII (lX, PP• eelxxiij-eclxxiv) .. 

1;1;1 .I 11,11 lrti. r 1 • 

lT lt :h not now p<HUiibh to :ret-.in th$ Jmllll:d.cane u eubjecte.. The 
only hope whtoh :remain• f'o:r ua b ·t>o ngrd.n th1$m ll\tJ ft"iend$. 



That BrititWl :reacgnit.ion of A.rll.lll:rio.an independen~e was ~eeei!UUII.:cy tor 

conoi11a:tion wa.~J dao aolmo•dedgitHl by a memb$:r ef the House of OOOO'iaone, 

ro·ds, in a speech befot$ that body' on April 91 1778• H:h argument vme: 

that Britain• $ poor financial l!Jt&.te and a ~~ose:l.bl., Wl:\t' with France neeessitated 

e. eettl~n\ of tll~ American troublEllh !hat settl.erll.®nt, h~ eai.d• eou.ld be 

mad$· only on the \:lads of l~e.rican :inde~p~~tnd$noe. He mo\l'ed that the o6ra ... 

Xllli.Ssil'lnliirs be en:~po"ftfU•eHl to J."ecognize thh 1nde>J?$ndenee (!X; P• colx:litltVi:l.j )~~ 

Fox supporlled tb:l.$ FtOt1on but Pulteney and J'ohnatone, the 14ltte:r one of the 

peace eom.m.1eaionere1 oppoted 1~.. Heney Du.ndas, ot the Piouae ot 00f1mlOlllll; 

ineiet.ed that B:l:"itain oould riill force Amedclit into submiosion (IX;~~. p,. 

cclxxxix). 

On Apd.l l71 177e, the London 'bi!Ulker t-t~port&rl tho appointment& tor 

pea.ea conuni,•eion<JU'Ih The ti:rat na.med wtut 'th$ Oount e>f* Carlial&. Then 

oa.me G$o:rge ~hinnc~trl>oneJ~ tome:r gtlVGrno:r or P'l<n'ida, .e..nd Mr. F~den, mde:r ... 

seo:retary ocr etat·e of the depa..rtme:nt lf1t the northlf These thrt~~J men smbm.:rked 

trom ro:rtsnHiluth on fl.:?:ril 16, 1775~ to go to Ame.rion to ~oin the trowe brothera 

who we:re to be the r~rth and fi.t'th members of thh eOllilmisdon (IX, P• acaiv). 

'l'he banker aa:rt a $lightly humorous. tinge ·to th~ report w~um he aai.d t.h9.t 

it was generally e.(;'l.eflpt.ed at. Portsmouth that the following thrtUl! steps would 

be the fiixtent o:r the work ot th.e oonm:titud.oner•u (1) the;y would go to 

fhiladtalphia to present their propomals to Oo~rtUUllJ (2) they would reo$iVe 

ae their ant;Wtr the resolution of Oong;r•as1 given ~tarlier, that therE~ tlould 

be no MgQtb·t1on without recognition of 1ndependenot J ( 3) they would :return 

itJJ.mElld1tttely to ~nglt~nd \.\nde:r !'>a.in of dll~:rt.b (IX, P1J• occuvj ..... eocxxvij )• 



of reeognilling A~ri-f'\n :lndependenee. Ha rep:l"int""i.l u lett.e~· round in a 
' 

obedience from A.lln(n·iua as :f'o:r 1!!. :father: to expeet it from a grown eon (}t, 

PP• y .. vj )• ~dtain oruld enjoy for Oce~ul"itiUI t}?.e advantages to be haC! 

t.rom Amel"iC'a it •he would a•imit h$1" :f'e.ulte1 fo:J•get the im.posu:!.bil:i:ty of 

maintaining QOntrol, Md coneern herself with an dUa.noe baaed on justice, 

:t$aeanj ~d OQ'flme:roe ('~, PP• vj-:-vij).. FraneG ahould not be bl&!.lltd :t"o:r the 

troubles becnuee she me:t"EJly e.ooepted a Ot:ml1:'1\eroe d~~tapised by Britain.~ he.d 

wui. ted until AlnedotU"l inrlependenoe waE;J sure bet ore recognising 1 t (X, 

PP• vij-vi13 }• Fttrth&more.f the. Fr~noh t.:r.eaty 0'xpre:a~ly did not exelud.• 

other nation• :trom AmllriO~\n comrriero;C.'I ( x., p11: ix ).. nrit~~dn, the ~et.ter 

eoncluded, 'lfmlld ha.v& to be satisfied with th~~t ~.'':rt of the1~ OOOl!'nere• 

whioh .th~t /m:lifll1•#-eena would grant them. To k••:r faith with llmen·iaa would 

anfeguaT,'\ other lh•itiah po$aefllej,oruu to brelllk faith VfOUld lo~&e them (X; P• x). 

Although at vadou.e timflla in the preceding btte:r.a it was mentioned 

i:nc:ttlQntally that the tQmll:1seionen we:re having no euceo!lls :in .1\mel'iea • it 

was not until 't;h$ banker's l"ter of July ;50,t 1778, that any real f~acte 

l~tter w-aa aaconrpe.nitltd by a demand t:rom G'l'UIU"ltl Ol.inton that :n:r.- !l'ergueon,. 

eeorrotary to the thr~te f)«))li!.CG C01'lmli nioner& then at Ph11adel phiEl1 be giVen 

a p&$epori t.o Y(llr-k.town» '.New J.,reey- t.~> prEJ~~Jent. the peaoe f.ll''Ol~oaale to. 

rongreruh WashingtGn indiGated that .he did not "'bh '~o give tho ptAUIJ())!'t 

until he knew of the- itlt&ntione of Oongr~•e ( :~.·r, ~~. c.liij ), on June 1:;51 



l~6 

. 1778, Oong:re.ts wae debat:lng the OOI~nnittee 1 e report when a meseeng;tu· arrivod 

from Washingtotb The mflU!IsEmger ea:rrierl Q packet from the eom:"haionerts. A 

reading of one of the· let.ters 'vara begun, but it wat¥ stopped by motion when 

eome o:ff.ensi ve remarks we:re made concerning F:ri\\noe {tll:, Fh oU v); On June 16 

the r$ading was oonttrued~r In the pe.oket 1 among other thinga; wae the 

oommie&lon given to Carliale, Johnetone1 !!idon1 and the Howes to :reeetabliah 

peaCE~• ffbo read we:r·e the three aDte of' 1•a:rlbment1 t.wo of whioh hav• 

already been ment1oned. 15 The third :retum~Hi. ·to the Maesaahtt~H;)tts Bey 

ooloey ite chart.e:~:: (XI~ P• elv )• The lettex·B from. the oom:niaaionen were 

sent to a o~ittee which :retu~ed the earue day with ite r6po~t (XI, P• 

ol:d.j). On. t,he following day, June 17, 1778; Oongrees untmimouBly approved 

the ~ommittee 1 a :r!l!port (XI,. pp, ch:ij .. ol:d1j)~ 

Las Autee du r'arhment Britarm:tque • la dOJmnhsion de votre ~at.lVet·ain. 
o'b votre lettre euppoeent lea peuples ~a oee ;;t·:.te IWI,t.a la domination 
d& la Om.tronne d<~~ la Grande Bretagne• at. sont rond.Sa eur uno ich~e de 
d4pen<;\ianoe qui est entierement ina(bnit.ui:iblih 

,:rr lid. ord:ra t.ln outre dt informer vos if;xo.slloncee que le oongre~:~~ e•t 
port6 \ ln l'dx, malgr' 1• inju.et;oa des p:r~tentiona qui o:nt dl:lnn~ 
n.d~nuu1oe l cette gU<uo:reJ et ls. martil(l>ru barba:re don.t alle a ~$ Cl:)nduita. 
E:n COl'Us4quenoe le Congr$a f!tt tout pl'&t \ entl~er ~n poult parl.er pour 
un Tra:i:t4S de paix 11!rt:. de CO!'mllllll"Ca, tJUi se cmoilie avec lea Tratt&s 
d'jl eubtittane;. 1oreque \$ Hoi de la Grande Bratagn$ se montrera. dana 
dee d:ispoeitione sinee:res '- (Utt. lilffet.• L *unique pr~uve mol:!. de qu.' U 
-pubee donner de tee diepodtiona, coneiete dane une reo~.:mnoi&$e.nce 
•)l;plioite d.$ 1 t indlpfl!ndanoe de oes mtats;; ou duna1~e rappel de see 
e.rm,tUJ de t.e:rre et d~ rne:r ( n:.- pp;.. dxi:ij•olxiv h 

-·-------
18 suer-., p.- 41. 
19 The acts of the Brithh. l"arlia.ment. the commission of. your 

!3overl!)1gn, and your letter oonside:r the p&Ol)li\11 of' theee Stutes to be \.lnde:r 
the dani:tlat:lon ot the Oro~n of Grt~A.t Britain-. They ar.e b«Ull!!td u~cm an idea 
ot dep&ntfence wh1oh :i.e entirely wrong• 

I IIU'!i ordlfn•td, mo~over, to 1nf'om your E1xofllllemoiee t,hat 0'irlgrl!UH.l 
:f\,yors peac'''' in spite of' the injuetiot ot the prtltend<me whioh hava Cta\UJed 
this wa:r1 and in III.Pit<!ll of ·tho urb•u·oue me.nner in whie:h it htllil bee:n conducted. 
Oonseq:uently, Ocmg:rfllu is .,neirelf roady to el:nter in di.eousdone for a treaty 
ot ptAaee and oomme::roa wbioh is rfUionoiliii.'bl~ with the tr~n~tiea now exi&ting. 
1l'hie can be dont whem.eve:r thf King of O·rel!l.t Brit~1n showo dnc.lltre i.nolina .. 
tiona to thb et£'0o·t:.~ the only solid Jl:roof Vllhioh he or.m give of th~!Hae 
inoU.nationa · con.s:hte in an expl1oi t racogni tion of' the independence of 
these states or• in thttt :reoal.l o.t hie anniea on. land and eelh 



47 
Thit a~tion by Oongr4tat had btten preoeded by an eJtohtmge of lette:r·a be:two~n 

~m'ili'Uin.to.ner Johnstone and Henry lJl~Ul"·lill'lS• Freside.nt of Oongrea1;~. ln hie 

let'llie.r Lau.vma~ ht:td told Johm.Jtone that be eculd expeat Oc,ng:res~~& to (l&liannd 

tire\ of' alt that Britain l'".'..COgnhe M!e>:rican indel~t!!ndence ca, p;:•. ol;~vj ... 

olxv:Hj )• 

At- tld.~: l!!Jlme tin~:e a bitti'r quarrel broke out over the attrrtememt 

mtt.de br Oonmdsdon~r J.ohnstone that Frana• harl ntade it& al Unnoo w1 th 

Al:torJ,oa to toll'!lll!lts.ll Srita~.n.' t coneil!atoey fl.~ts. lilliam Hen:ey nrayton, 

NP:t-EIItt~ta:tiv~ in Ocng:r~~~Ju trom South Carol:l.:n~, wrote a latt&:r to ih$ 

o~hs:tonere on Jun1111 171 1778, in whioh he oombatted Johnett~ne'e iJtatemen.t 

~ r.oalU.na that on ll'e'b:ruaq 5• 1778~ Johnstone h1mstllt in the Houee ot 

Oornmena b~cl a1Jael:"tted that htJ had heEa:rd that tha i'l@eUie.toey pt•ep(!)sale would 

be >Mtll.d.e but th~t he krt$w J:U')tte ot the detailet. At the s.amc tb1e he ht\d e.ho 

e:t.$;'t,ed that h9 hai'l beard of $01'!.'\C!I treaty propo~;als being eant out f'.:ron:. 

r:ra:noe to the .AmeritH'lna.. Ora;yton st~rt:.cd that at this 11111:\\ll,t'J time the f:rqm.~ 

trN.t.y had b~tl:l pronoted. and the.t S:Ua.s T:>e.ta.n.e was on hi0 way t.o i.me:rioa 

with the pr.opoe~le ( XI 1 :Pl'Hi- ol:~~tJCxj ... ol.uxin• u f.Urlh9r :proof' of* hb point, 

he detlarod that t..h~ P':r~oh t.re-.ty p:rO)?Qhh \Vef'\9 mad~ b~ .. (JI:ra:rd to the 

,'\merlt,an envo,,a at Plllr!e on DeliJemller loA 1777, and that the treH!t:r wae 

sipd Pebl'tltU'.Y 6, 1778. Lord North• e oonoUi.atoey propoe1tiono wel"e not 

mfi\de tmtil Ft~bruaey 191 1778 (XI 1 P* ob:u1v),ll 

Af't.e:r' t.hua a.:rgUtng hia po1nt~ Drayton tuil:'ru:~d to the oonoiliratoey 

prc>pcesle and. diectttUH!H1. thfltir taultth Mt$rioa41 he atlid 1 could not. truot 

the :Pro;poru.~.l \lurt,. it bl!ll r.;1ven X"lltp.r&flen.tation in Pa:rliqemt btof.\UGf.i it had 

pl'r·fU~.ed :trw. the example ot seotthb rtprteJenta.t1ott th.er• (X1. 1 P• olxxm)~ · 



The alt.er:nati'lt$ proposal tht1t D:rUnin aend ngemts to t.z:Mllt"ioan aesemblifl• 

'''ould,. ··he Btd.d, bo r~j•~ted because INCh agent$ •noulrl problllbly ba apime 

or would rtf/Jort to bd'b¢~ry (XI, PP• elxuv ... olnxvj )• The Britbl'a propo1d 

tO s.id. thCt )J~rrorl.etal').$ to p~ their deb\$ WIU e.bau:rrl becu:mee 8:r•itlilin OOUld 

not. pay its own debte (XI, pjj 0b:~x'lrj ),. No control over A~e:rioem CG!Iilll'!ltrc& 

oould b.e g:tMt~ttd to Britain 'beeaul!Je t",me.rioa' s in'ttfn•asts de.tlUindttd a tree 

~Qlm!~l'Cflt Ot! 1 pl(ii cl:l(;;r~vj ),. D:rayton cloeed hie letter by l'iltttting ln tm..,. 

~qutvocal te~1s that AnHu·~.r::te. would never gi\re up .indaPf)ndeneo and th~t th~ 

powe·rs of !u:rop• t'I'Ottld aupporl her atatnd (XI,. p- cxcj )• T.h.eu opinions 

were supp(u•\ed :tn their ent.irety in e. latte1• trom anothl3r memblltt- of Oongl'$$8 

to tloo commieeion•rs (:n, PF• <Ut:eij ... cox). 

'Orta;rto:n again wrot!ll to Johnstontll 11n Jttly 181 1778, to rei'u't$ VIU"i.OU!il 

l!!"t~~ti'Um!lintt~~ ill!tlt hrlh by Johnlrtone in a le\'t.tl"' of Junt) 8, 1778, to a. oertain 

Fra:ncts Dana, The letter reterred tc ho.d be~ttn ~~t:xe.mined by CrmgJ:•eJUh Tha 

first crt the statements ma-d& b7 Joh.nt~icme Wliilll that Benja111in F'ranldbl had~ 

on Mareh 29, $dd thJt tlw eonoil:J..atory neoluti.ons were 11ety advantagtiol.a&l 

to lml4h"if.i& and Mould b0 ao:oepted. Dray~on denied this llU!II'l~.n-·tion 1/j.nd said 

that Silas n~ume had: told of a saortrt. British negotiator going to fal'is to 

e:ee Fnn!din. The negotiator bad been u~aa.,ble to gat a atnt~mf!lll1i t:ran him 

( XU 1 PP• e:Kcix ... ,~). A footnote in the A.(flt,.1r~~ at thia plti1ce (XU 1 P• 

oxoix) tta\ed th111.t :it wl!l.e John~tt.ont\11 1 a hau~ ... broth$1:'1 Pultllflneyl'f who wae S$.id 

to havs vidt•d Franklin and tht,,i F':ri.IJ'lkl1Jl1 1!1 a.new111r Will.l that Nnerie~a 111ol.illd 

trl/!le.t only on th~t 'be.td.s of i:nd~tpE!ndetnc• and r~vre:r with th111 f):reeent nlinhtry. 

nril!lyton dlllO dll)nied again tho fj:GO:Ond f!il..(}t et,f!lted by JohnstOnili, that F:ranoe~e 

allianee ws.e a plu tQ e:lretUnvent th' Brithh a~~»ntblent.EJ fen· pene«t (XII; 

p P• CG•Gij )II 



All diaag:re'llmlcmt,~~~ howev~u··, na not b~twfll~n the A!nE~rioiinS and th• 

B~it1fllh-. The ccmmiu:l.one:n dso qur~:rrelled Mlelng th;:m!!!elv&th . lt v,·a~ 

rep~r\ed ill lnJbnd t:hNl\ thl$ m•in r4taeon for the dterute we.e that oomm,.e:bmer 

Edtm oa:rried, "11.00mown to the Qthe:re, crder~ to the S:ritieh troo}l$' to evacuate 

OQl\'.lm:lU!.<l>ntrsf ope:rat.:!.cme (X! 1 Jl:?ll CbxiV ... eQXV )• After th~ Brit!J"h ·flVS.Ot\ated 

Philadelph:t.~,. t.hflll oammillla:1.orlere went to New York. J'obnl!lto~ thref!it,41f1Md to 

retu11t t,e i:i:n;lan4 be.ause he :f'Etlt tluat this !l)V&ouatLm lower"d tha Cffldit 

of the c1~i.eurto:ner$ in thl$ll e.yt1s ot the ft.medcli\ne ( Xl, P• ooxv j ). 

0~ July ~1/ l77cfh th& peace o~hdomrs in Ne"' Y'o:rk wl-ote a letttr 

t~ 0¢1nllli'E!fH!I• Thi$ h'titt.e:r (~\ll~ pp~ lxJW,••lxxix) wa& read in Oongreae on 

Jwly 13~ · 111a.,- wr~e th~itt medoan :lndependenc~ could be: reeognb1111d. up t.o 
.. , "~•'• ., ' t.• point t.~uat. Bl"it&:ln and Amerit91 ah(!Uld mlil.Ul:tllil'l. a tt!llion ot fl'i>r~eo for 

tn•~r mutull\l interest and surety (xu, P• lxxv}• Sri'hin~ th~~~tV fel..t 1 hat 

to mabtllin its and.es and tle~~tt:~~ in Ame:ri4a to:r p:rcbillQt:hm apine.t F:r&!\$1& 

and tor proteation. ()t British fri~nda livi~ therllh They df)eired,. howevet- 1 

a ••tH'l!tion ot h~stil.1t:te~ (XII.,. P'• lxxvj )• 

It ie l'il¢1W appa:r~t that tW!tee nl!ilgf.>t.ir~t:lonlll fo:r pd!U:'I.Ofl were doo•d 

fr.em tlllt begi!lrli.ng. The:t:r t•tlu:re lYlU;i) rttn®~·(td mor4t o~!n·tain by the queu·.rel 

li:lftr. the, t~ts.temtlllt. by J'0hnston& thlat )':ranee all:t~d he:r-sel.f with 1\lr.lerioa t.o 

de1troy the l.'*tfi(laoy <:4 trw Sr1t1th O.Ot1.$U:lat;(lu';)'" }lropoeale,, 'Nua f:t:oal 

etraw Wilt the 11tf'f'o:rb et J ohnatone t() \}:ribt J oeaeph no•dJ tt1em.ber ot Ot~l'lf>1"1!!lf!le 

fran l?411nln1flVal'lia; to aid him illll aett,!ng Oong:reuional ll'Oflll:,tanofll sf the 

cc>neUil'At.01"f propoea!tls. .Reed nuldhh&d th.ill letter f:roo;~, Johmlton&11 and a 

d~Jman-o:tat.1e Qf t..hi~ 0Cllttrll:n1edo.r:uu· :by - reddent of Ph1hdelphia turniehtd 

the bu. ail for" the :r$port in the A~fab~~ (XII • PP• oj ... oii j). 



Thb paper oon$idf!lw;td tha.t wo.h a deed oould wall oaue$ the whol~ rtagotia .. 

time to tall t.h:rough (XU 11 P~'• coiij ... eciv)• AnO't:.h$r Englhh puper offered. 

tht same tdt.io1em mel added thaat J'lllhneton$ had td.Etd to b:r·ib(l) not rmly-

S o&m-~ Reed lout alaf.' a lady who wttt fil tr:tll!l:nd elf Reed • s ( x:n t !'P• ocd.v ... oc.vj). 

On Aug'lllcrt llj! 17781 congnn~• mfll.de.a de>elaration coneoming Joh:rust.one'• 

•f'torta a" bdb$:ry. It 'ife;e •gr•ed tbel.t Oon&rees &~hould re.fu!Eie hemoef'oi·ward 

·t.o lla'V• Ill,• ugstbtic>:ne with Johnatonf!r (XI!, PP• cc:dij-ecxiv). Jc,ru\uatone'e 

rep1;r. of J.u.pst< 26 to thia deolare:tion wa.$ a Vtn:y ht11.d~ed· one., He stt\ted. 

that M wa.e w!thdrallli%lg f:rQnt all negotit.\.t,iona. Th~t he did withdraw i.a 

ahown ·~ the :f'liiot that. that same d#iJW'; August 26.- 1TlS1 Cs.rliehl, Eden; and 

OU:nton· eent a dEutlar.trt.icn tc Oo:ng:reme .char.gi.ng again that the French \:r~aty 

was mad$ me"17 \t> oause the ta:Uure ot the 40onoilb.to:ry propo$~tla (XU • 

rP• o•x~:Lj .... e.e:x.n}. X'\ mould hl\il not.•d thllt thh ~la:t•ation "W.as not e.1gtl$d 

by :J:~no~ ttnd 'tlhat Gene:rtlll Clinton had Jm~J planted th.flb Hawe brotheu aa 

a. o~is.ll!J!.~r... Th~ Howes. had ~tul'lil$d t<iJ il,'!nglamt, 

Aft·•~ t.~• 'eeginning ot ~eptlittll.'her:) 1775., no one woo we.• w~ll irlfo·xt1ad 

on C~~\i'titm.eJ any l\..(llllge.r llo'iit!!ved that the oonciliato:ry !ll"OpGanb Gould be 

eue.Qautul,J A ~atter from .fh;w Yo:rk, dated September 221 st~.d;,ad tht~.t ~John .. 

eton~ be.<f ltlltt ku~:rica ill ~~~.~ger1 l$av!:ng behind til proteet ag~ainet his treat ... 

rnent at t.tu'll hands &f Cong.reeeh• His :reaBon~ he lil!dd, tor• he.virtg wae that. 

he wished to b• in J¥:ngb.nd when ra:rU.fi'!.Jl:ent opened so that, he could east 

hi$ Yot!l't a.gairuJt the :t"ftCogn!tion of' tl'Mlrioan :l..ndeliancl.$noe (XU• PP• aooxlv ... 

oooxlvj )• That a lrrellkclollm. in negot:i.l;~.tione had omnE~ we evtllln more~ tllvident 

when the 1ilu11e r~t~!liUaining OQ:tll'n1u1onel•e,- Cak'lil!fle, Olinton1 1:1nd F;dtm, pro ... 
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ela:Lmed .. t NIW Y<>:rk., Septtmb~:r a6, 1778; !il $\.tlpemdon of the non .. :trrt&J:"QOUl"eJtlll 

tUJt ln orde~· that they might open the port• ot New York emd N&w}>orl. tor 

r~u~Je:iv1q pl"i.iltfi.l Or.<~ptured by Srithh ahiplh t\nother indication ot the 

taUure in negotiations w.e.a a letter f:rom Gent'H·d OHnton in New York to 

Henley' Latu·ena1 preeident of Oongron, September 19, 1778-. Clinton ct~dtd 

that. Oongr4UUI ~~txecute the oonvention of se.ratoaa20 which ha.d be~n mad:e 

almo$\ ~a. year before (XII, PP• tccUv-ecolv). The eommheiontr$ had taken 

it Up(I)U. them11elves,. appi'U'flllltly ':'ithout autho:riilllltion, to negotiate for • 

aettl.aent of th1t Problem"' The cong:reuional r-eply to Olintonts d~tmand 

wae made 1:11 Sll!toretary Obal'!'les ThOt.upeon and wae ve:r.y mu:.oh to tl::w point~ 

Oon:gr•e.e11 ® wrc·ftwt, d:ld not :t•eply to insolent l,et\en (xn, P• ecalv),.. 

By ·t.his. t:l•e the British oommbeione:rs vu~t1-e ne!ii.:rly .f'rtlntio in their 

sea.rob to~· •~• mttb0d ot t'OFBi.:oe; r•cc:moiliation on •:rica., A lett..~u· 

tr(l)r:a Boeton,- -dated Oetobe:r 19, 1778; gJ:W'O ll.tjiUrances that. the Srltieh OON:I ... 

Jaisd<mer• had 1ua~d a procl~~~.mu.tien t~ll\t Oongrets ehoul.d eithEH' :ro-voke the 

.lJecl&l"lltion Gt lnde.~pelQ.dence or b~~t prepa:r.d to have th• col<miClJe suttel' 

maesmoree1 b~~n1~, and other torms ot puniehm&~tJ This, the writer stated, 

wa$ tho ileatb warrant of t.h• commhsion" It wae. l'ltlnou:nced by the oca ... 

rllietd.<il·ntre that \hey ll!oon wwld return to England. Not 'Doing able to g•t. 

Pf'E'l.OO thrWgh f)el'IIJ\.llaiiJ:l.Qn. thtf tritd to gat pfUilQ$ by threate (XJ:Ip PPI! 

oeolxxix,..ccelxxxj )• 

Reperouseiona ot this proclwooatioa were soon evident in P~rli~mont. 

On Dtotmber 4, 1776, in the HOUfiH9 of (ltnmrHmf51 Coke t~toved that thl King be 



i:nf"onnet4 ot th• :aousots hol":rQr over t.htlll ptoelaa.t.ion 'by th!$ oommitu:tioners. 

'rho mtn:la~ry,. he ins:teted, ahould dil!lt.tVQw thiR» proclamation. Powis, Qecond ... 

ing the motion, et~<t.ttd tbf>t J3dtieh troope would n@ve:r aownit such a.trocit:lea. 

(XU'* p• tU)tO)t). aene:rala Howe and Burgoyn~.~t, beth of 'l'fhom had raturn&d t:rom 

Am$rit:ia to ?.arUmnent t.D oppoee th mix:d.llltry• uphlllld Ooke1e me.tio.n ( XII• 

p)) .• oooexj ... ocaedj )-. !he ~:nQtion was rejeeted eaaily but the opposition vote 

was mu~h .trc:mg"trc \h.an ustutl (XI!, P• .oe~cxiij ). In the :H'ouae of Lorde on 

Deeember 7, 1778• Rookinghnm dwelt on the. abpurdity find bmrbarity- ot th• 

proclaat.icm. He :moved that the Lordat diupp:roval. be e.xp:ree11U~d to the 

Kine; and dema!\Uled dhavowd ot the proclamation (XI!,. pr:~• oeooxiv .. eoqoxv) •. 

The motion ••• detl'iUil.ted, here also by M mw:sually small margin (XII:~ P·• 

CCIJQ%:iX )t 

In ~rica theM was :ne- gl!'eat fear expMSI!It-d ~oncerrrl.ng thi& thremt 

by the .commls~J~lMerlh· The poU.oy adopted then was one of threc~t.lined ra ... 

vange. 'rhoma·• Paine, wr:i:t.irlif frQm PhUadel.phl\,1(1._, OQtohei" .20., 1778, &dd; 

11 n08 auj.¢>tU"d*hui la®fi $0lm116S rfeolua de J~egle:r not.re Ot'lnduite li!'t:U' la vetre J 

et nous vous tratt.erons tllOJWim& vouc:b.nous t.ra1te::r6'B ( YJ:!I, P• vj ). 1121 He 

went ~n to quote the old. provctrb that he who U.v~u1 in a gla.&m hous& fJhould 

llfllt thl"ow stone:a (XII!; P• x)t Oong~$ echoed thie tht·eat of raprisal$ 

on October '0;. 1778, bY· • Ullfllnlmoue vote (XU!; PP• xxUj ... ~xvij). However.; 

p:recau\1ona were taken by OonJNt.s on OC\ltober 101 1778, 1n its riiHIIOlut:ton 

that the reooauntnda:t.ion be mud$ that dl :1nhabitanttll of tl!xpoaed pbc•s send 
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th11i:r w~e- qd children into the intel"io.r. F'urthermo:t-e; U' B:rit~in did 

beg::tn i te threat~ne.d ctampaign ot dtntt.ruotion; .ftr:le l''i oantli should treat all 

'!'or1u ~U'ld other- en&rni es ot Auun·:tce. in the sa.nut mMn&r (XII!,. Pl'h•· xld.j

xxU.j ), · · · 

fht 'bliU'llii:$r abo atat~d hi• opinions on the matt$:r. In hie. let-ter ttt 

Dtaoet:nhtl" ~~. 1778¥ wbioh ca:r:tied. the :reporlf,S given &tbove1 he wrote th~t 

man, pt:flitil~l. writel"s had dsnoutuH:rdrthie bar'bal."OUa plm of' th.e o~lsu~!<mers. 

He otfe·:red ·nu. t.dvioe to the RritUb mi.nietey !n a plan to make the com. ... 

mi~;~done:rt• proda.m~tti(l)n tO: kill, bum, ana. deet:roy mc;,:re· 11t'ornblfli! Mie · 

eati rtc prep(')ea.l WAI!J. tJu~t only sootc!~, Gt'r:tnan4 and Rueeie.n I!IQld:l.ere 'be e•mt 

to Anllries. and that. they R pdd only Qn the bASh of the- damage- OQm\'41tittdt 

For $Dmple, h-e p:ropoe•d that a sum of five thousand pound& hle paid :ta!!' 

the b\im:t:nc ct a toma ot a t.houet\nd or mo:re housea (XIII~ PP• xx'lij .. xxxj). 

' £!~e~"'a&~n· Lo~d Nort.h.le eono!Uatory propoe~l, on 'lllhich so ml:tob 

hope was pla_.d at ti.r8t1 was dftd with!~ a: ;yclbar after 1t was ttUl!.de.. How 

:tt ie r~lat1Ye-ly easy t¢1 plck out its fault&h Ite propol!lah SQ'I:.Ulded well 

at tirltr# b"mt IJVttn thl!ln it Wll.S Pl"\liba'bl;y a laut nraw g.rattp$'d hy tho North 

:nd.n:t.~Jtry to bolne:t'" its tailing pow~u· and a last ¢hanse to llltil.ve Ame:r:Lce. 

for uru~.ain •.. As it now a.ppt'HU'$ji :l.t may have befm (1 mert;hod inte!lded to 

for$atdl thtt :rdif1oat1on of' the Frenoh•An\ell"ioan alliiEluoe rather than the 

Qlliance 'beirtg prQpoeed to dftet roy the oh!IU!l(Hil:fll tor reoon¢Uiat ion, a a was 

chArged by the !i);Ci«:nrd.aeionare. Pt-rhmptJ :ltrs. crownit'lg :f'Hult Wlite the ohlllraoter 

of' the l:!l.en chottn to ~~dminister it" Inett:tad of $/.u.ooth:tng thG way fo:r 

pee.Qe these men eeemed to eauu more hard fllll<~linga bet.waan the oombe.tanta. 



At te reconoilie.tiot::~: in general; it ie probe;bly saf't to aay th$t 

'VI!lllU• the:rt wae cor.tlllide.rabl& eumtirA$nt in Engl,.nd tor a aeesation ot 

hoi'M.Htiee 1 molt of the fJfilltita!lnt was prob~bly not motivated by altruienh 

:.~ome Wlllrfl t~:r p~ttOfl on t,he bada ot recogniU .. on of .AMedoan inde£:•end$nce 

vr!t.h Amwlea. tied t.:> England th<Jreafter by allb.ncee w.nd t~litifJS• Thia 

we.e. prq~~lr the ~nly ffatible plan IAA6Hili"H$ted~t Cthe:r1111 w~nted ptu.tc& with ... 

0\llt thAt l'*'HJo~ition ot independence though non~ ooold ee.y how ths.t wn$ to 

~e· ·a.~p:thhed~ frutically no one i'l!l !l:nglsnd Wtii$ mll:i.l')(I to tll.fbil.it that 

he wo"ld grant .Amerie~n· indep0rui~noe o~tl"ight. AU were anxioue to atop 

the Wl\:1: b•~•e ot an ~p&nding oonfl~«.'l't with. F:ranQe a.nd t:pa:in, b&ttu:.aee 

of ths drdn oa th' trea.u.cy-1 koattae o'f the los:f'.il of the valu<i>.bl• &.lau~~tl'ioan 

trade • .fl>l" 'b .... liilllt of th• peeaibl0 l<hrl!f of' n:rit..ieh }lr'l\'il$tl.ge in the evm 

that Amtdta el!I.Ot.tld aetuaU;y win the wt.r.. SOiitle tawt- as e.lwaye• prt:.tkbl7 

wqted. pea-. tor ~u.:manita:rb.n r•aeontil 

O$ril~tnly tl,le admtniltration majority- in Parlil'liinflt.nt. wu neV$:t' 

thr&attl\ltd:~ b:u:t it tJElfilml!i that the people wor~ never ver'/ atrongly b!iithind 

the lh"it~eh t-:tfort to O'arry. c:m. th.• WilT• Th• 6Jt.rong •~~tiw;nt for pe-.e• 

in E:na.land., EIV(I!llt though it was a mil\Ori.ty •~nttm~nt, fumithed ample 

opport.w:W.tr fer \he od1te3!'s ot tho ~££:air,~s to help oonY:b"l.mt Frax:u1• tlud;, 

it would be advan:t.agews to go to N:ne:r:lca~ a ~id~r 



Oitl:oe t.hG outooXl11!1 (£ the J\med.ca.m Hevolution depended to a large 

extent apolt the $G()Urtng or. aid 1n EU.1''Qpe for the Imer:l.oans11 it i.e only 

ne.:t.u.ral that the Af'f.'ah·ee fllhoold ¢Ot\tdn a. nons:l.dera.'bl& $matmt ot me.ter:l."l 
"'"""' . ,. 

con~$M11ng thi~~t• Howli!tver, in very tow places did the j;ttdr~! print who1a 

erlicllE~ta devoted tc th0 ~Ubject of foreign aid. Most of the refex•q;~:nct,s 

were la.:r~el;r 1ncd.dflnt.al. Therefot-e, this ohaptltlt will present no oonti11uOUs 

and e:otmtct.td atoey ~oncen1ins; the progr•as pt· t:.merioa in gaining help in 

Suropa. Xn¥&.'\~ad, the dbou..efd.on acno•rning thit:~ hfltlp will mceselU'ily be 

aomttwhat f:raJ.tmtmtaey in Mtt.u·•• 

etnee it Wlll.$ pk"in.l.a:r!ly F:rtmo~ which provided ·the ~iurop&an !lliid tor 

}\!.J&:dea• tb$ ditOU$Jltion. will l!)fli' lt.:rgely one of F:ren~h aid, Spain "11eo 

t1~11U"G\1 p.t·om1n$11l.'t.l.y in this pu1:. of! the war .and will be mentioned f're;HlUer.tUy. 

Othet- e~tltdiit0 als~ &:l.ded, but moat of their a.i'l WB.a unof'fici•l~ 

AI FranGe waa B:d.t<iiillt a traditional. •u&my in and l!lefore t.ne sigb:t.eenth 

dm'l:ltu:ey, it we.s only nutural that mi:ll,V o:hould t'tu·e~ee t.h& time when france 

would aid the hll$riean~~t opemly. M~ al$11> redi•d tha:t. Fr11nCe wa• g1ving 

t.he- •:riea.na a oonsid•:rti'blG amoutt~ of :help while p:ro-tcsti11g helf trie!:ld• 

:;:redtctit.lll!le of the Fr4mieh al U.anoE!h The oo.uibility of ~~··pain terming an 

alli•nee with AnU&r.iea wa.,. diooursarod along with the re~port$ o .no(Jr.ning 

P:rnnee 'becu:.ute it was gent:rally believed ·t.hli\t the two eount.rie~m would e.ot 

ue one in the matte:~:· of aiding th«!J .Amtdlo'HU'UliJ and both Wll't:rl!t uauMl.ly r:u:mtion&d 



whem th~ pos sibUJ.ty of an all:l.cmc~ waa oom:d.d.Eu•a1l.. }fi)Wevort> thE» Spanish 

E~tllit\lll0tt wa• not nu~dtt until th& summiH' ot 1779, f;.nd :tta oompletion ~e not 

nH'I)ntioned 1n tho .M:t:a!:r;~!· 

oa March 11.~. 17761 i». the Hou.a~ of Lorda_, the DukE~ of. Gra:f'tcm t:r1ov~d 

o~ '~ ):>:Pi 20 ... 21). :rn aupporl of hie motion he told of ~sceiving tlotioe 

that two )'l'ren.C"l'm!!im fit diatino't.ion1 had gena to f.xrte-d.Of;t with p>.·opoaals £or 

the Amt-:ricum Cons;rosa (I, ~~ p, 28}. The Duke .of' l'~a.noheate:r offart'lhl his 

auprlo:!"t t.o th& motion and ra1tW~.:rk$d that th® !lriM.ah nf~Yy wns in po.or 

eon.ditiom end that FrE!ll.oe ~d Spain shovred detinita aigns ot prept~:ring for 

war (l., ,,. PP• ,1 .... .:;.4 )• mother pa.:rliet)lent~ey W4Hn:.ng of Fr~1noh al'vl ~ipani&h 

A.:t"f!'llllnu!lnts we.• given to thtJ miniet.ry b:~r George ~rohnstone !n the Itous~ ot 

Ocn~mona on April ~~~ 1T16.. H.oweve:r~ I~olt'll liorth n~:,~u:red the membe1·s that 

they tte:J!Id hwl'f$ no ft:uu· of Franca and sr~in (Il1 7 t 9• 17)• ::-;till Qlga.in. th<& 

warning walll •otmded on May 22;t 1716;, when Ga~rd Conway told th& oom:v.tO:t'\e 

that France &nd S::a1n would ati~ the opporiun1ty to a.ttaok which r:ngla.nd•e 

l1t0k ot det~n~tue of'fen:·ecl (III..- ll,. P• 1)~ He daeltk~d that Frunee'a mini$tty 

wa.& m!lita~htio (1!1:, u~ j).!i> 12). In epi'te of~ the$6 W<U·ninge the King 

tl•hd: to ree.n11:re Pa:rlit'illl~J!Int na he apokt tJtt th!l.l cloa!ng aa$aion <m Mf'Y 2;5 11 

1776, by telling of th~t receipt, of a:tfirmut:tona of pe(tce €~nd good will f':rom 

var-iou.e H.'ur$p&an powers (:tU1 u. P• 25), 

Il'l this period ot 1776 Lord Ch~ham. 11\Saued what hE-) beli1111ved to be 

l cr., F:l:t3abeth f'ete:r·Q,. liTh~!:~' Ihne rio an Relv~:lut! an ae ~~eerl in the, 
!!!.!!l~!. !'!~p;~! ( 177~~ ... [~')" 11 

( unpub lie. hed Maetl'n"' a theah 1 Kane a a State 
r~aQh6:t'S oo . ege ot r•:mporia. .19::~8)., Pili ,,. 



hie death ... 'bed etnt~ent concerning the AtMtr:Lean w~~ tiilld the posuibiU.ty 

of P'rench int•nen.tiont 

• • , J• ne!'ll!ll.'t au11ui1 qu'k moine (!U 1 or~ ue p:~:·enna ,Pl'Oiuhtnent 
del!l lliEHJUreo traa~ffioatea pour a• t~eoonoilier av6o lea Colonies., 
b. F1:ran,oe nous attaqcie:ra. !ltV*lnt peu d 1 111.nr~&ee., et {lUD oe nf eat qua 
par un et' F.-at de e6r poli t.lque _, qull!llle differe aa v~:mgEmace: ve>ulant 
uttend:r& que: llou& 'ioyQnt; e.tlglll.gee plue avant uu:ne une guerra au a ei 
nd.neueo que l teat cello que noua fahcms en Am~ rique .it' La F:ra,nef.l 
v$U.t .liiueei eesliil:y$r juequ 'a qu(l)l point. le~a iJJ::.~ri.c.lll.ins, uid'e da la 
~re>tretticm indirtote qut tlllUe ltur a.(Hlorde pou:rl"Otlt nou~ daistor avWlt 
de preJJdr4!1 m.tv«u·t.a:n$Jt le part.i de df$elare1· la guerra. a 11 i:ngl$te:rx-e 
on n, PP• 194 .. 19e;).. . , 

The London hanker showed that he agreed nth LQ.r·d Ohathmn when he wrote 

in hie letter of June 41 1776, that Franc~ and Spain we:ri!!J making war 

prepar~tio~u• (I.- ,, P•77 )• 

The banker• a letter of" Oetobtr 21,. 17761 conta.i:nod taore material 

. a~ong this linch Mere lle. p:rinted s.n articltt tmti:t.l~Jd ()b$&tva.tione !!*.~lf.~~.u~ 

!'itt: j!Etat d:'.s .Atx:';lli,r;t• (IU 1 11, PP• vj ... n;Hj h The eentra.l idea or t.hi• 

ll:M'.iclt wat that. France would nO<t remain n(tut:ral even if :~~r.~glland did ~ucoeed 

in conquering America (l:I:t1 1111 PP• xtj-.xiij )., Furt,henAo:re1 the rcuult of 

su.oh o. tonqueet. would leav• &1ngland too weak (IUi 11 1 PP• xv .. xvj )• '!'her~.,. 
' ' ' 

fore, wrote « Aratua, 11 England lllhou1d reeo.gnbe ,mHillricun independeno• am 

mao Am~n·ioa. an e.Uy instead or torc:ing hel' to gain indepelld(!)noe through 

:rfllOO\.U".sa tt Britain 1 a onem1~21 (Ill:;. ll» P•· ~x)4' 

·a . . . 
. ~ , • I del> bell.evi ·that, unl~uJs ve.rt· eff'eotive atepa a:re t~en 

prl1m'!ptly to reeonoilo UJii wi\h the (#olcni({Jm,~: ll'ra.nQe w:tllattaok ue within a 
f!ew y~ru•.fh I\ ill only by an El:f'f'ect of' hllll" ;policy that eh• detera b:e:r 
V!llngtanoe*' Bhe wbhes to Wll\it until we IU."fll l:ln(!;a,ted t'urthe:r in a. war as 
ruinoue as :1. e the one which w• a:re ~~~~or:.rylng on :t:u Aweri.ca~ F:r~moe withes 
a.l$0 to toa;t u;p to what point \he .werictme oan r&llliat. ua with th• indirect 
protection which ~Jbe grant~ tliu~m bofo:re. ohe openly nmltu up her ll):lnd to 
decla.~ war on lUnglal/ld., 



JtUit as h~ h c! a&eured Parl:ie.rr.te:nt o.t itfil closing the prev1oufil sprin,g 

that thf Eluroptum powers we:rt) frhr1dly to B:ritliiin1 so the ting r~it(lrated 

th~ vi~W~:lSint at th~5~ opening of P~1:rlia::~:ent eul'ly in tJov€1!:cbel', 1776 (III, 

1~. PP• M:lvj ... lj ) .• , The Dultllt or. ~r!lnOheste:r, hcH~~ever,. lat&r dgnitie~ 'hie 

lack fJf tdth in theee- anuranoe$ (!H,. 12, pp"' lv .. lvj )• The DUke ot 

Gratton aocueed the m:!:nistry, ot torelmg .1\m~:rltH~ to seek F:ffln.oh und ~pania:h 

dd• li$ ate~.ted that Franoe was tumimh1ng Am~ rica with munitions (III, 

12~ p, l:I..K)., · G:rt:tton fAl.ea wond~red Yb;r the King ~$ked for more a:rmuments 

if Fnnoe uo Spd.n wen tr·ietldly.. On the othar l!E&nd• he wondered why the 

King had. wA!l.i\ed ao long ttl) ask for a:rlnt!tmen·tSil i~ theat til#& ooontri6a w$re 

dnns;~tt:rQtle (!II~o · 12~ p .. l.x). Lord Shelburne blllllievad it t.tn:r~mely unU.kely 

thBt Pran(m 1$1d Spain e.b.ould 'be pe~a.oef\llly 1tinl.ined ·toward Britlll.in. H$ 

iMimted that. ts~ l61.:rge a part of i?ngland• Sr rH"vs.l f~rctJa wall.l in A•riea 

to i~tl:.U'~t tM t,uat~~tty II)£' the hQrtle hJ~nde (!U,. 1~~. PP• lx:tj .... lxUj )• 

Th• tupp~rt&r$ o-f' thot ad,lllinbt:rt:rtion ~olBO hud th~i :r ~~lf• to:rd 

;;randwieh danittd that l.l ll'l:titjo:r portion of Bn,gl~ttzld t a defensive. :f'o:roee WOX'$ in 

.t~•:rie!Ult Re ucn.'ilJ~idc;u•ed those Nmainin& at home to be lliU.IH~da:r to the 

f'o:rcera ot fn:nce a,nd Spa;tn (III,. 121 PP• lvU.j ... li:~t)., Lti!:rd ~'fe:ymoutb •aw no 

reae:Ql'l to fef4r a war. wt th an Eu:ropfll.n power. HtH'IEIY6:r, ne felt tha.t abeolnto 

ee0u:rity McaatJitated wat~htulnesm. leat e6~u,lll nat.ion beUove ':':ngland 

weakened by btJr Am!ll'.ri~an t:rOI.\bhe (IIX 1 12.- P• l:xj )• 

In thl!J J!iou.ae of Ooraanwne tb:e deb«~.tes foll.o·~'~:tf'lg the lUt~it a addrEH11$ 

ptu•sUJ~td m:tilleh t}lo seunt eou.r$<& ae those in the Hotule of Lordth Lord l~orlh 

oondlll't~Wltl;y denied that thllll British Itlew w~r~ d(11:f'eneelf:Uut or even ruomt,ly 

ao. Neither did ht& believe th$.t Fran;" wruld a.ttuek Engll!lfld (III, 121 P• 



lxxiv }t Oe1cm.el Barr6 inte:r:r·og~,~.ted Lc"i:t:·d North on the su'bjeo:t of' the Ji':renah 

aa$U:r~~eeu ,.f pt~aee :re:ee:tv-ed by thtil gG>VIl'Jt:rmu..mt,. ttl:ld t·lor·t.h 1a :r~ply W(~$ that 

Gt''nClt.tth dld net btl!l.i!lve th~t 1'\l?anoe and ~:}'pain would anoou:rage in .i;r:.;IIU'iOe. a 

e#:r1t fit 1ndepetldenee which oould wall sp:reuu· to their om'l. oount.ri~a iknd 

col~'lit.a (In,. l-2 11 ·J>r• lx:ut~l,: ... lxxxj ).. Ohri!'ler11a r'ox ap;c'eii".rerl willing to gt<oo:1t 

the' t.Ni.h :Gt &errme.in• a l!lltatomont cortcerrlling tlte spread o:i? th~ :Ludepe:ndent 

SJ)1ri.t ·but. Ul:lilisted that SJ.;ain and ~·ranee would aid the Atlil\1::-ioane fo~; one 

:rea.li.'Qfl Ol:lly, 'becau•e it would divide BritaitJ.t e foro$$ ( 1U t 12- Yw bnd.j )~ 

G{;etr~ Johnstone, fhomt.~.e Townahend, ~:Uul Colonel. aa.:rz6.1 t~tU tapeaking for thtt 

cpposition1 oohcer·bl;)d themfl!~.dve• with th16:1 'bu.d st1;4te of thtl htJ.a~e detf!'4lllnS$'f 

o:n the eve ot a war with the Bourbon powe:ra (XXI, 12_. PP• lxv, lxx1 m~llt 

l~xviij )• To dd.ve h~a hie ,point eol"...<le:ming Frenoh and Gptiniah inter ... 

11ent1on; ll'Ukes dettc.rib~hi. an incident. ot the eebu.r.e of $l'l Am•doan 

pdvatee-:r at Bilbao,. !~p~in . .,. The eeh:ure 'by th~~? Spanhh port o:t'fhiah wae 

inetiga.tdiHl by t.lae a.rit:i.EJh coru.tul thl!l!.r6r but the ahiiJ· WW.fi! eocm r~leaeod 

on order• _t~atn Madrid (!!I,. 12,. :v~ lxvi:i.j) fl T~mple Lutt r~:tl, a ee:t;•he:r ot 

the· Hou.st of O~a~ found in hioteey prtn~edent~e for uxpeoting Frtmo.lt and 

Spuni.-h t\:Ld tor ·~:rica., He taid that,. in i:u:~oeelif eimilu:r ·t-o t.he American 

wurl hittoey $h.owtd the .more po111erf'ul nation& eoodu.eting negotiation& w:tth 

the rC~~-bela (U:I.,. 12~ Pt>'~~ l:xviij•l;!(v1x);,.· 

On )11.f ;50, 1777, Lorrl Chatham' htad mor& to Bay ooncfl)ming 1;-he 

pouibUit;v ot war witl:~ F;rll)nae., Thi$ tim~ h4t e.ppea:rii'Jd in th$ House ot 

~ 

J 
'I 
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Lo.rda aapprcxi.l:lately e. yeur aftEn' hies suppo111~d dec..th ... bed stett.ouont ~hio.h 

was reGordad ea:r·l:!..o:r in this ohm.pteu·, FoUowing hh r~:H~Uetllt t'or raeoncil:ta .... 

Lam Frsnpoi$ t.ir~mt tout le pllrti pOtHaible de not:r~ gut'tJ');'El &11'00 
1• Amfriqu.e.. LG cQnl.neroe de noe Ooloni~:n• st.eat tou:rn4 de leur ctt6,. 
•t U e lui dcmnent tout l tet'.laoturagement qui eat 0n l.\1ur pm.woir. On 
dit. qu.' 11 y a un 1'rait6 sur le tapis entre la F:rlil.noe et. 1 1 Wri.qu~. 

· f'fi o'E~Ert. u.n fklit v:ru.i1 nos ~tinist~a doiv~nt fJt<.l'lt!l balance:tt dlolarer 
la guerre b. la FranGe• Il le :taut, quand m&me ncua lll'aul"io:n& ptas 
plus d~ einz vdr!u~$'taUX do gue:rc:re ~n tttat * lla Fl."$.UQ\!il t.rouve miwx 
W(!)l'). ,eomptat ~. 6dt•r de t<»npre outt:rtemenh taV$0 noue •t ~ en.t:rottmi:r 
aotr4l! qu~rella /,m.lfdoa;i.ne; muis eteat oe tJttt:l4 nm.u.i importe d.e ne 
pae s ouft' d ~ plum long ... tcme ( V, 22; P• xoix )• 

ln t.h~ deb-.t~s toll:owing thb ttEl.Wm&nt l4ord camden app&~'ln!Hi pel-~ueuled 

that Er1gland waa menac~d by an appro~nching war with France anr! Spain ( V, 

22; P« t ).. Lord Shelbu:rnil mqm,.t1oned th~ ha:t·dahips resulting from th• .lou 

of the Jirlll•doan eaanlerce for England• He $poke of the h~lp which .F:rance 

wae .q;ivi~g tc> the .r\mtr1eana1 of the arming ot Aruedoan pr:lV$lt,.ure in P'ri!tnab 
' 

ports• and of "\l.hlil: pri~EUJ captured at eea E~nd flOld in th$ao X:h)rts.. no 
considtl'$d that F:ranoe would e-t.op tboae activities if ehe wer'lll favorably 

di~t~po~,ted to'lm.rds. I~ngland (V., 22t P• cj)w. He also o.o:nt:rlls.ted th• E~Pfl&d 
I ' 

V'litb wbioh French ah1ps we.:r.e e.lmed o.nd r.:~.anned with th& slovme~ee of S:rita1n1 e 

cfforte. Fit.~all~r. Shelburne 111tated that Amvdce:.n agente waro ~:wntinually 

at wo:rk with t.he Franoh r,d.nbtry e.nd thrAt th<ll Frenoh gove~nment 'Wi'l'l.l giving 

4 . .• :1.: Tho French d:rttw ~ll the advant~;agem poodble from ot..n- war w th 
At.~&rica. The ~CD.tntn~rO$ of: <>tn· eolon:tea haa tum1.td tl':uti:r way and the;r .give 
it dl t.he «l.Coui•agement. tb.,- Otarh lt ie add thmt tr1aty dieC!JuBed.ona 
e.:re being t•r:ried on be,tw•en Fr111noo and Anlteric.e.. U' thits h t:rue, our 
m:tniltttt't ehGuld- dthout h•sitE<!.t:l.ng, deoh.rt wa.:r on F:ranollh It muet be 
rlone evtn though we hav~ lao moro thq :t'ive wn:rahipe in eondit1orh franqo 
f:tndt :1.-ti moat to h~r pr.·of1 t to e. void an op.en brelllk with ue end. yet. to 
mt,intain 0\U' Amer.i~an qua:rrel; but it is that wh:loh Will mttr!!t not endtU'G 

longer •. 
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· T'h• banker1 a hrtter of June 101 1777; printE~d a lott&r from ~~dmund 

l!nu·k• 1:.(!1) )lie CQnetituente 1n Britrtol. He:r·e B,u:rke \>:rrote~ 

Le~t .\tnlh·ito.ins s&pn~s d'avec nc~u~, cheroh.~.ro:nt d•n.,ut.rep 
l.ia.:taona t U y & t-rl.ts-pau de Plitlphs dane le mrmda qui ne 
p:r&:f\trlltnt un all;U~ utile\ un inaolent tntt'ttrEl (v- 23., ~: .• c:div). 

· N'' m.\temdant plut a~oun bien de ~oua, Hs ont mi$ toute leur 
confi~moe t"ltt tlUx-tntri':EH!'l t et lorsnu' Ua ont eez1ti {].Ue aeule Ha 
n'~'tG:tent psu~ 'as'lill!l.s& fort~; ih ont dEnnand~ ~ eeeo1.:ma \ 11.1. 
F:re.no$ (V, 2;, r. odv). 

. . 
That the Bourb~ ~1owerr·ll) would enter the w~x· Wk\S also to:rEHlEJen by the ba:nk$;rt·a 

felt that F:ranQe wouB be fooli$h t.o ntJglect the opuortunit:r which Br:l:t inl e 

~~~alfl Offal"ed ( V, 2l.t- 1 P* OOX:Jt'flj h A liEHJond letter by thia sa~ writer 

l:"Buon.ed th·~t J?.trranee Eiliould not wdt to attack. En.glamd b~OW!IU!I England 

111ight defeat A.'ll6rioa. and then uwe all her torcee to attack th~ Frenth 

i$lantle tn MH!frritl)a (V il 24, I>f;,_ ~exx:d.j .... co:nxdij). tft\l· rep~te.ted t~t F~Mot\9' s 

be;t·t, •pportunity to detBtro:r Britain~e polte:r had arrived anr.l that. th• y~rea~&nt 

titwllltion e(i!Smed to he.v• be-en d&aigned 'tiT rrovidence to add to t.hea glor,1 

e>f F:ranofl (V, 21~, PP• ocxxxfv ... cexxxvj h 

An arl'.iole entitlfld RSf,~tX1~n! !·~ 2.~fli1!1rf!~;tw.~, whioh the banker 

beH•ve.d we.e .,d.tten by l?r~,nkUn 1 app,.,ared in the letter of Jl~ro;AII!t. 14# 

,., 

5 
~ The Am•deans, Jeparrs.ted trc us,.~ .will IIIH'k other connonM.Oil&J 

tber.ct are~ t•w people in t.hi• world who do not p:rof'e!r a u1.11eful ally to 
an insolent m.aeter. 
+ if a • I!! • • It • ., t II II! - ,., 111 .. i1 • • f • '* ·• • • • * • ·~ ~ • • • o f- '*' 

Not expecting any mo:r~ k1ndmu froro UBJ thtilf pl~Uetd a:U their 
r$lilih.nt.i~ 1~ th~G<~¥lvea. l?i'hen th'\Y :telt th~t thf)y W$:·~ff not e.trong em>UJ!th 
ulono 11 th~;sr aeked for help troJU .Frano~t. · 



l.1'17• The eent.-m:11.l point Cllf' t.hie wdtiug wall! th•"t 11\l'l!Ulte was in til better 

oo:nd1t.1ma th&al i\ngland t<J Otill.:rq 011 e. war (VI, 26, k'• ::x.vUj )• '!'he writ"r 

al•~ •<'Jn.telldfl!ld' that a war· with ~1 l:'W:lC$' would be n.eeeeea:ry to Slii.Ve the honor 

ot t.b.e. North mii.ni·ftry (VI, a6. P• XX}. 

Otl Bo\"41ml~er 201 17771 the Kirtg appeared bet~c;n·e '(':nlia."'l~mt with a. 

meesage in V!lhi«!#h be rllllpcwtted t.he rell)e1p·~ of :t:·eassu~no~T;~e ot fri·:;ndehip 

f%'0!11 •t.t?l.BUS r~ux·op~un pfH'fll:t~a. H• beliav•d, howevo:r, that th..;l contb:t.'U<id 

a:r.!tul.mettt. of r~nee and S:pdn w~r.ranted an incroeaa-e il.'l the ar:tthh naval 

forees (VI!, ;521 l"" lu)l! In ·t.h«t eu:oG&eding dab;.ltal!l Lord Chatham dwelt 

on the lU.ng' t failure to t&Jaark &;f!.tenaively on th~ fo:r·midable •ttar prepa:ra.,. 

tiona of thiil Llour'bcm power a ~nd ·the~ aid wbi® th•f 'M!Il·e gi v1ng to tb(t 

.Atll$dte.n oaua.••• Me inl!lil!tted that Sritam was iXJ. llO eondit.ion to r•siet 

attacks by· ll'rMee or Spain• •rJae t:r-lilps ahoold h-e nturm11d from f,mflri.e" 

(VU 1 ,a, P• lx:viij )• Lo:rd :.an.dWchh :r~pli41rd by t~~~;k:ing it Engb:ud ~oold 

do nu~:M& than bl!Jliave tb• lil'emu~oem given by tm ·repreaantativee:~ of Frnnc~t 

anti Spdn (VU, ,2, P• lxix)• 

No oppodt.lon t.o the Kingf e i!peleob WA$1 t·epo:rted in thtl Hotnlll of 

O~moruh Gilbert' Ell:l.ot o:t that body atated that the B:rithh MVa.l forows 

cwld handle thO'se ~t ~,nniM'J and spain (VII; 52" p, lxxj )• Lord ~Iorth 

a~.mau~ed thct Oommons that he did riot b$.lieve it ·to be the intention ot 

dth~u·• France or :Spb1.:Ln to ~~tn.t.or tJut. war lil.gt~.:l.mrt r~r1gland but that their 

fU'WitEUaema lti.$·OiiU!Is:f:tat ~d maint.ainin~J: th• :a:ritish haneJ dtlftlnaeem ( V:O:, ,a~ 

r>•· .lx:x:v:t.j )... !ht Lmdon bl!IJ'llMr thought it etr~ange f!l'U\t the mini.stq 

oo:nej.cht:rtd Fr~anet and Spain triendlt und .e.t the 111\m& t.:W~ felt tha:t their 

lmr p~para:t:.ions mad111 increased Brit:tmh e.:rrJam&ntm meeesary (VH, ,54,. PP• 

cxxm .. cxl )• 



In .tht Houee ot Lords on Dc;o~Aba:r 51 1777 1 Lo:rd Littl""tou SlEdd 

that a.bE~ndoniJl~:rxt fl£ thtJ proj$Ot. ot eubdu:lng lunerica would be an f4.dld.L1 ion 

t<~~ th• BOI.U'bons that EnglllU'ld was a w0ak nntion e.wJ they would OO:tlsid4n· it 

a te.v(])~ble moment to fll.ttaek.(YU ... }!J.., IJ• clvj). Lord Shelbu.roo hoped 

t~M.t ••r'ioa '!VOUld not pla.o.a h~reslf und~r the pl"oteei.;ion of tha Bourbon•• 

He •~fiHJiSad bia betl.it~Jf that tlle :Bou~rb<lns could ca~:~ture all tlh~ ;:3:ri tieh 

pa;~I!UilitiGnfll in the w~nern bemhphel4 & (VII1 ;;4, P•. elviij )• Dtao:embat· 10., 

1717 .,. a th$ !l®l\lEf of O~ons, F'OX ill&iat~d ·tht;tt the: lloux·bmla h~:td no 

pooeful irthfnti on-e: and thn.t. tlllll first o:ritioal netr$ t"r0tt1 J\:'~erics. rYOttld 

brlr:1g a deela.ra.tlon of war from tb&m (V!l., ;}·l~; l}• ~lxiij )~t 

Lata in. F~hrun:cy1 1718~: whUe t!u~ C~ona were aoneidot·ing th• 

North 00111r.e:Ui-toey pwopo.aal1 tht Lord..e w~N> dab-at:tn.g tht; aubjitO.t of tho 

at:att.e c;t· the a~v,y.... Tht Duke ot iol.l?ion and 1!.heq OOtWt or. Br3.stol pointf~~Jd 

out .tlla' n~• (.)f n:r:tta1nt 1 ship$: were adequat~ly o1a~d and that th!!' 

sa.t.ot.y of Britain WQUJ.d be :l:n llU(flati'm if Frane~ and .. ;pain deola~d wa:r 

agdn•t her (l:x, p;• n:xi~ ... ~liv). Tbe Duke of l:3·llton saidt 

_. .~~ • no.u& touoh®e o.u ttt~\.,nt. d 1 une &Q~r:r~ av!.ite ls-, rnab(.))ll;. dt 
}lQU,rbo:n1 que l'un et l.~l'JI.Utre pe.rti dane cetrte Ohmbre jugs in.~vitableJ 
et ,1a FHl!tCl•, j& lii $aie avt~ "rtitude,. Gompte qua.rante .. quijl.tn 
vaiaeeamt dE~ lign~ p:rll!tqu& enti&rem6nt tu't48a dane deux d~ a&e po:rte 
·t:.~ril.d:ie qua 

0
}. f il;&pagt'IA9 on . .!It qua.rttntfl autre e. d~.inW lel m'ro,e fta.ti. ( ll;, 

P- :dU.j ),. 

0 .. ~· • we are at the paint of' war VIi th the Hat.l m of B:Jt;trbon; both 
parliee in this chamJae:r judg""' thh inevitabl~~t. !. lmow with oartaint.y that 
F:tMc• h.a.s t~rt.y ..... tou:r .ehips ot the Une ulmoet ent.ir~'!Jly arml3ld in t.wo 'of 
her port• while Spe.:ln has forty more <~f them in the sltl.me conditiol'h 



ll'>l.t en ''~nt on t<> s;;;y that !:~ll!lind 1 a .ll.'litufl:Lion •-roulJ be ta:rri.bb from the 

tiut mG~:lent ot W<'lr with th$Se oountriea" Lord ;J;;.nd~'11ch11 as h(lad of too 

l'Ull.fllYt r$plt•d Ul. a vague and llJVI!\dve f'£i\shion (IX1 ~~- xli.Lj )• 

l;a t,ne Hera•~ of 0~$11.$" Fti~brua.~'Y 17._ l778t i:n tl:JAl debateH!l i"ollo,vir~g 

Lord !llortm•t rootmtiU.ation propomt.tl1 Fox e4lti1 thu.t he felt Gtntain that 

a:m .ar.Uianet~ b*"tw•en F:rano~ ru1d J.,_ri(la hud bll!en com~:letl.lid (VII# 56) t• 

~e:!!Jbtv1j h L~rd ):forth admitt~d that he ha·~· h1$':~rd l'U:'l .• re o:t:' auch an 

allial!1fli im\ W6Ut !lot ~rt:.e.in of the- f$.Gts {\rn,. ,3A5 1 P• tl.ccbviij}. ln 

the ~~1/le of L•rde,. ~\a.r.eb. 5t 1778, the OU~ ot Or.!l:ftOrJ. off~red the wa

oftie.i$1 n,$•• that the ·~x·;saty had lut$n ~:l.gnttd on »'lllb:rull!l.:cy 6t lT78 11 a.t 

f~u·adll,t·• 1')u!l miW.st:cy- did r.tot l"$J.Jl1 t.o tbia 11li.1Hiliitrli<illl (ll\:1 ~,._ lj)., 

1;'bi!Jl, ti:rd ~utb.•lllti.O X'.f;lptrt in thf ~l;f'~$.~~~~ of thE~ COti!J'l•ti01'4 ot t,h'O 

FHruill'!""ML~rifM al1i!llll1e0 'f<!8.8 &iven bly the banker on U&~·ch l9, l778t thilll 

rep.~;ri. W8.~ tn the f(l):tm <Jf a cow of til. 11\tola.r~tion gl Yen to te:rd w~ymou.th 1 

Britieh fc>~·.-d;p 3J.in$..~&tt.t:l"·t by thtl fl':N~nch ruabt-t~~•ador on Ua.xoh l>~ Tht$ 

d&darattoa 111inlpJq ~oun~d 1:.4> the Iritis iOV4tl'r'.lmll.n:t that Fr111.u~ hVAd 

ude at:~. aUi1ene"1 with the Unitcad. statee ed thtit Ki:ng Louie wa.e ready to 

p:rot~tt .t.he. .eDt~mero.& of hi$ people (!X, p;·• ~v~cr¥lj h 

It walil :not until June 1.61 1ne,, that. .t!u~ bt~~;nker gave tJ.n a:l'.temrive 

a.o.QOWlt of th~ F:rt)t\Oh...,J:.x.nerieo.n t:r&aty Qf al.lianOth Thh &.acount w~s takt!il'l 

:t:r~ .e, Yox·k, Penr~fsylvWlifl., p~p~r dtil.ted ~fay 4, l77a. The st ~'ry wa.s t.hll1.t 



carl")".i:n,(g diepatchea wbiob told of thill F:renoh joy over the defeat ot 

Su.rgoyne., · It waa on Deoe.mber 1611 1777 • that G6l"ard 1 ee<tr·etflcy to thlll 

Frenoh to:reip min:1st~u·1 in:f"om.ed the Ame:rican.e: that hh k1Xl8; had decided. 

to F~cogni.ae their 1.ndtpeAdence <m the co.nditic>n,. that th• Am$riosna neve:r· 

return to thtb· tome:r Mnt;U . .n aU•&iMCUil (X1 p, elx:;.;:j-cbdj). 'l'ht 

trt1tat:y wa111 tituilly sig;Md: em FEtbrttJt.ey 611 1778 (X,. P• c(ll.xdv). The 

PQUI\sybanJ.a pe.pe:r th!illA reprl.nted ·the: prinoi pal e.rtioles of the treaty 

(X .. pn .. oc1x:Q.v ... eol:xxv)., This paper1 which was quoted by the Attdre!h 

O•$l..lide.Nd it rna:rkable thbl.t an er~~tabliehed nat.i.on ehould recogni1e 111. 

ntw natlo,a e..e. 111.11 eqttal. It alao ete.ted the tx:pootaM.on that other·. 

:european p•nre would t&llcw \he exemple of the Fnnoh ln .reoognizing 

mna:ri.C)aft 1~dep¢rl'.ildfltrl~e. d.llC~t ~oat ot the we:re je~loue ot :S:ritnin•.-. power 

ud wlehed a eh«Jure .of the .American OGmnterce (X1 PP• ocl:x.xv-oC!ll:lutvj). Then 

it neted that thl:e King of l"ro.esia had p:ra:nie~d that he would be the l!lttcon<l 

:powe7 ot H:\l:rope: to ~cogtaise A.-nedoan. :tndepandence (x .. PP• ecl:avj•oolxx1tij ), 

A tetter trc:n Bll>t'ton; dated fip:ril 251 l778• expreaaed thtll belief thnt Spain 

wc:mld join the alU.QI!.:Cf!l. and mant.ion•d the ta1.1t that. nearly all European 

naticne delir•d that England be ~bled ( x, P• aob:xx)~ This l.tttor abc> 

prdeed tho etri'>Jai apirit of independence in th& Oontin~mtd Congren and 

showed thlilt Congre_,,. waa xoeady to fight to:r that i:ndependenl'/le whGrthtr 

Fn.n.ce g:ran:ted i 1!i11 aid er not. The proof c>f tbia •. said the p~ per, lay in 

the tn~t that oo~ree1 re~e,ted the North can~iliatory propotala8 ~ven 



before it bew tnat the F:ril'l'm:la"'Atnel"iollll.n ttreat;r had been 001nplei.ed ( x, PP• 

iolxKa~ool:tu:j )• 

The Lcnd:e:n ba'Wk.v e'\lppl&nten\ed tb.tM l!'epol"tli with extra.ote tPOin 

lt:'ttttr• •rttten t$ the .-!l!'t•an deJ~Utiee in P'raru:~e.. Thclulle let.tare eitpl'I$$J&d 

tbl joy ot trhe •ed!ltm pe&p!l.e upon barninm or. the eooolua1on of the 

Freruth t-ftli\t~ (:X. ~lh C:CtlX:!ttXU,...ocd:x:xxv.ij );; i'h&ere ·:repone were corroborated 

~ MWe tarried \~ England by a n~toh me:rollW'ltman. l:t wu altQ ~eported 

that mll"'~-.~ 1n Wa.:tlt.on'• anny had .illOl"e&l·ed with the newa Qf t,h• 

al lilll'IO$ ~ ~lilat ~~ •• gndually elo$ing in on Phil~ del phie.- G.-nct:ral 

OUtttdJ!l wail! laid t1o be nudd.n:g ready- t.<:> .erv:e.:ous.t$ the eity {XJ P• eoelxviij )• 

Peri.itllt-nt .el':otlon• tit tluJ F:rent~h.,..Ataeriean tr4ll'a.ty ot alliance and 

ft11imitb$-p w•X<t :rep:f'f,nt.ed lq' th~ ~ai:rea (xi., pn*' :Lj .. xvj) dong with the 

repot\ et 't.ht u111tatac\Hs l"!l!.t.!fioatlcm or tbit t:reat.y by OongX'IIIlllil on .May 6.~ 

1778 (Xlt P• ij )• 'fbh ~opon alli11!t tel.d C1f thee joy and oeleb:ration runorig 

t.he :tta:ltke ot ~~ Miiflr't1an •rm:r •• 11$ wa wae :reoei ved of tne dgning ot t.h$ 

treaty ( xt., PP• ui§•un. 

Q'lfl. J'~ly U:,, 111a, the blillike:r printed a w:dting oigned 11Ma:rcut 

ll."Utu.s" and addl"e!ftl.ed 't«» the Am6J<i.c;.an people ,(JU,; PP• .xotv ... oj )• The Mnk~r 

beU~cl 11ib.a't; "Mareulit Ihrutaatt 'iUtl Doot.o:r i9~e1 Qoopeu~., ,_ttOJi" ot .Qnfl ot 

Bwnon'• ls.t"goat 1httrC'!ee and a wtlU.ng wfl)rbr tor llm&doan indeponde.ntt;: 

The oentral th•• of the a<dd.vreeo ue that tho U~Ued stmt,~e tlhould :not. evon 

condde~ nc.oepting Lord Bo:rtb1s e<.'!nCili."to:ry proposals now tmt thei:r 

independence wae aaau:red and thq ht.d e~t~~oured reoognition by t,;:urop'h A 

letter Wt"itten by .Oo~tol" Ooope:r to F.h.mjt!ll!llin lfra..nklin on June 1;. 1778, 

preeented tll$ th~ght that arttdn wao atr111.id to enga~~e in e. war with Franoo 

. I 
-I 1; 



ucl iili,e ·antd S'tut't.e~a bQth Ql'ld that \he ooneil:l-to:ry bills onl;y showed 

:S.rtt.·ai-. t a. w..-,,. {II,. PP• oxUx ... cl). The diepu.te betwE;tl.m. the eonoiliatory 

CcMd,ae1m•r• (Uld m•i•r• ot Congl"ess Qve:r the et~tement that Franllle .had 

e:llled lu.,riiUUf wtt.h Amtti•a tie fc:reltall. the croneil:lato!Y lH"O!Jt)eale wa$ 

:rql~ at tht• -.-. ta.._,9 

fu jtt~ffi!t·lt P~»'b•d th• ~plet• F.reneh ... Amarican treaty of allilil.llOG 

i.n t.he baak:e~"• 1e\-t¥e:r ot oc-tobll!' 2; 1778 (XU1 PP·• ij-xxvj). H&:t·e wa$ 

a.l.ao l'ti!Jpl!linteti a OlR:talt 'lr-. a. l~litl'UlfiiYhtania n~JwapapEtl"' of Attgusrt 11~ 
11'1&.,.,, civ.in& ~- 1t0l7 of ·tM ee.remo~ !n Congren on August 6 aa it 

r«tei-rllt.fi Geren·d)l at.mater pl$n1potem.tiaey trom the King of Fr•no• ( xtr,. 

PJ!l·• Q'Vj•i:lxi.x)" fJilfee Hpol'ts we" followed by co.pits of! a 1ette1" from· 

tho~ lt¥11 'd>t PH.n~·• t0 Oottgl'&ee• G'ra.rd'• s.ddreea t-o Oongrees
1 

and th& 

r'e#ponse ~ irbt PH.tJidEmt. fl4t Oongl'lti!IIIJ1 Heney Ltaure:na, to Girard t·~ addn~.tas 
( .xn, p P+, •xt~•axt v )• 

lto:rti Wfi~(l~Uth went befare the ltQUee of. torde10 on Ma.:roh HS, 1778
1 

with th$ lim~tmollil$emt. that. he had a ttutesagG trow the King to il)OJni"llWliuP.t.e 

t.h:e tollning day* Eveeycm& kl'lew t.hat the mel$1alll.ge would l'eport theJ .Fre>nch ... 

Amtt.riotii:n all:tanoe,.. ud th• ~ounoemo:nt thr111w the Uauae of Lords into an 

uproar (IX,. p . ., Ov:ij ).~~, fhflt l>uke ef Alianch~ati!u• p:ropossd. a m6tion that th$ 

m:taietuy be di~mi.tHt!!)d to:r blv1ng brought eo :mu.eb trouble on E:ngland, but 



h.itf ml~Yc,i0a was ;rej&~t<~~d ( 1X • "f.'• cv:Uj ). Th«lt 111~ day Lord North made a.n. 

idanti•al jlJln~GmfiJnt. abcut. tbe. Frenph ... Am~rican alli~~J.nQISJ in the :t:IOU$0 or 

O~«~ae. G:renvillo obtd!:rV.d that. 'tJ:l.e sub3a~t. ot the !~;euage 111a.a al:r·sadY' 

an~ e.nta proposed am &ddrese t~ tha lU.ng ael.d.ng him to p:tliUJent for thoir 

•llWl!iine:t:it:m all pa.pera .,.<lnocu·Jd~ the operations ot Franota tow~&:rd an 

«lU~c• witla America .(l;lt1 p . .- $dij ). .~dmwad .Burke ceneu.r$d the mini&t:r;y 

ten• h.~vtna iportd the GpGrattcms •t th• F"n~ ~til that. time (IX, p" 

ei:x.). Qa1Ud.1li11 anotb:t~ mEitlll.~r of th.t Hourut of' Commons~ b$lieved the 

m.inf.IJ;\eQ: blihpa1)l.e Qf henttling the: govenl.l'il.ent in a war with France (!X.

P·• tllrXj ),, r"ix llldd. that be knew fJt the Fr~noh ... /~tntrit>an trt~aty lo~ bofo:NJ 

\he m.intatll!'¥ p:rol•~t.ed know1.edg$ of it. He felt that the~ should be 

b11$Jlt~d fer not t:tr1.1$1~g olilt it they did not know lll.bout the tl'ea:t;r• and it 

they did lm~w &l:Hiltil't tt; they were 'l\o be blamed ff.>r not t.l14k1ng defen.dw 

etepllJ.J llJ:t;leh ae the reo$.11 of 11Utp$rlenoflld tx·oops from Amt~t:ri~a (l:Kt PP• 

ox3 ... e.~ij )• ll'o)t ecm..o.ludlitd h1a .t.rgumerrts by a slUng for the dicemil:fn\l of 

th.- minitirr«n'a {IX1 P• 4#XV),. Lord Jlorhll repliad th~lt he believed his 

ooneiliatol!'y p:roposit1ons would G~~J.;ue Amen·h•:~. to refuse to ratify the 

French 'b:r•aty (1¥:, P•· 4llrt1j )~ 

On. \he fi!'Jllo~ng dey, ~fa:rch l71 1778*' l .. orde I:'I$Jtinouth e.nd Nort.h read 

tM J::i.n.g' e mee&!.l.:tJ:e to tlruti:r rEtap«Qt.ive chambers• th<~t Houea of Lorda and 

thC!J MouH ot O~one;,. This mct.e'll!e.ge reported thnt F'mnee o.nd Amt.r:lQa had 

signed a treaty.., Th~ King alee announeed the.t h• h';d re~allf)d 'tl:l.t Br1tieh 

6\mbae•u~.dor tr-<m Fade and •ullked Pa.rlirunent to llltUlta.in a just W.'ld nocuuaea.ey 

war (IX, PP• (Uttix .. cxJt ).. In the. Houae at Lords, Lo:rd Abingdon t1:uade tho 

cot:11me.nt that En.glti!Jlld wat now going to :f'1ght FranaEI and Spa.in ev~tn though 



eh'$· wat t.R :tw•hle t.o fight ·Amedoa alCi.lne (IX, P• Gxxj )• 

Att•r !!etd11b.l the ta&fUUII.ge in the· Ootttmoma1 Lord :North proposed an 

adc:trelif ·'bt t.ht~~ King tuuru.dng Mm. liJt that b(Hzyo•s loyal wpport.. Baker 

tili:*"Atecttlh:lly p~epts6d an .. «~nd!.l4~t!lt t~ing ~at the loyal A~Upport would 

be g:rtm\«fd tt the mitliPl'Y were Ue.heed (:tJ£,. P• cxJCij )t LQrd North 

tl8$1Jl:re:~ '\he ('1-.on• tha$ th·• ·g~V.:rmn~t tinancHUl :wen.ct in good oondit1(J)n~ 

that Fran~• •u not iJ!l.Y:a.llf P.ingla:nd;t and that th$ navr wae as atr0%'l:g u 

•••:r• He sa.ta·'that t.U MeJmbera aluuld stand tetld;y tt:J aid the Ktng ·in 

wipl~ out tl.ts ir1wli t• !l1tgl$tlld (1X1 1:1* o.xx1ij )• on the toU~t>dng da,• 

M-a:rela l$;; 1713J bG-th hOI.la•e ap:pri.!lved the a.ddrees t.o the King aa drawn up 

bir Llilrd :tiom• fht: bmk•r e.eoompanied thb 1tith the r&:pol"t that etocks 

had: gem• tllitiU lG~r (IX1 P• OK:niit )t 

On l!cu·uh 2'~ 1178; tbe Houae ot Lerd.a agte-fd rithout oppcrs!tion to 

atJtttrt t.l:ie King 111hll!.t it •• :rellcly t-o IUPP'Gl"t hilil ill. plaeint~ the milit1$l 

in J<eadtnees t~ war a.gdl1l&t .r~anot (IX, PP• oht~ijwdxd.ij )• The Duko ot 

'fU.ol.mond st~\td that ·he li>eliev~~:~i that Fr~e did not actually want wa.:r and 

that a l'$GJall ot tro~ps e:nd .»e•oru~iliation with Amlu·ies. WQtl.l.d fo:re~tall thet 

Wt>l:r trith .v·:ran0e (!X, P~~' Cllau:tv ... elxxv )t~ Lerd Sa!lritwioh believed that lffU' 

~itb. rr.ane:e. walll' tnevitamlt ('tX1 P• olxxvj). · fufll banker s~ri~aed th• 

d'i!lbaftefl! ill this fatbioru 

.!f.rJ. g~i14:ral, ;U fu.t l"tt.\Qnnu dana DiUJ dl\late, par lee deux part-is, 
que la guerra •toit a:eaur,&; q'!.le la Frar:u:lcr; -.t.te.queroit o~ a.ux Ilht 
ou dan.; t•tn4e" ou s,u Oane.d~, pemt 'tre mtme dUfl la Grande ... :sratfl!lgne 
ou en lrlqde ~ • • (1X 1 :pp .• cl.xxviij ... olx)t:!.>~:h 

ll !n g~merd; it Wille l:'I!HlOirti~ed in thea& deb&t.oa by both p&rtiee 
that war wa.e e.tUiured 11 that Fra:nct would a.tti\\Ok either the ielanda• r.ndi'!<• 
I)J:' Ch.l.n&de., p~n·ha pe even GHat Bl'1tain or Ireland •· • • 



The d:tthato, ln the House ot Oommone oonveyerl llm:loh the !MI.mt i!Mtl.titud• as 

t..hoee in tbet Hru $It t:Jt Lol"de (IX~ P• tb;·1ix )• 
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Fur'bhmrmore, t'b.~c b~er reported ~ Me.:reh 24; 1778,. th•i th• J~irr:Aiat.cy 

Sllt6:$$d t~ be ha.pw Qft:t' FranGe•e allie.nee w:t.th the Amt:riearult b<Dtfili\1411U3 it 

dd$d •~en.e'-v<~ly t.he h11.Jt.num1u' ln the lh'i:t.~ah. ameel tor-tes (x.x •. P·• clxxx). 

Htt 4bl rtpe~>l'ttd t.hn ,r;r~~ be-d plat)ed an -cargo u;\cm aU tho ~lio;ll 

fe¥e.ttllb and 1aUon fam.d !n the Vtu·~ous Fren(lh porte. ttre 1umdder•d. 

:tlti;, to ~ a ~ttlilntr ~ t'~roin.g the Englbh to restore n largo 1\Wl~H.r of' 

FrE"m.oh vefl.fHfle. Ba;pt.tu.>•d by the iri ttsb in the p:reeedinl .Y*IlU" ( :rx. P• tlxxxU.j )• 

tiJI.t April 6, 1778, in the Hot\$$ ot Lordi, Le:rd ~he lmame pl.et.d4Mi tor · 

nr vd,tll fl'entu•l1 rte O'Cl>nlllider$d. th$t we.r witb !Prll.nce would be the 111ur•n 

m.tboti •t fttaim:ng aert~, .. ., He. ue. wre tbtat plen:ty of ••n ooul~ "• 

fotn\d ~"!:' thi& arstsd f'til!"QtU a.nd that mc>n«91 wata:ld bii~ freely b1.Md te tM 

gove.rntMjfrt if the p:re$en1. miniatey. •hoee lead.e:rc~hip tho tountry diltnaet.eld,. 

wel:'e lt'$l:Oftei ( IX11 pp-. oolxxvij ... eol.xaviij ),. 'fM 'Duke 0f PichmcNi pm1eated 

f'igtu•$t, .0n. tlle ldtieh lqd: a.rld uaval fornets: till prove tha:t Shelbu~ •• 

vr:rQill a~~~ the llupply ot mon (IX, PJ:l• t:Hll:nxx-..nclu:rl )• ':rlllll'l'l M &udtecl hft 

Britai!!l O~NU expect to deter:.t .'>ml!lriQa and Frl!Ulce cmbtnerl dMe it la.M. 

been •m.b~e to d1:fea.t ~~ra~tl"i'a done ( U' ~ PP• ooh:xxj -nlxii!xi3 ). Me eu:ht~ . .-d 

the r•oaU ot thw troops from Amed.oa to •t<>p the JJlautr)ltu t.here and to 

p:rrill!te!lt ~he liJ,Qmeland tram Jl'renoh inVlll.don (IX, P• .ccbxnij )11 

The ~cl!'llih Wl!'lll'l!:t 'b·etccming app:rehmaiv• at tl~ t!U''m«<d aid wM~h \IM 

fi'rel!tth WEU'<t p:repmri:mg to extend to t:meriea4 Perh&pe their ar•tel\ :r.&r 

wu that· the P'roch would :lnv&.de the- Britt ll'lh ld~.Hh The blil!f!klln' a.rmwMad. 

Oll .Ap.J'il 17* 1778, ·tr.ha.t I'Uii'V'Iitl'Ul ·~r:nglhh YC!lltttlll8 h11d 'btWUil:fl 1\l,ll.ldp~td t.O ctbiiHU'"'tl 



the m.ovemeMI!II of t.ru. F'k'enoh fleet. a.t Toulon und.er thli!l l•flldonhip at tl'w 

Count n•E•tdng (XX,. P• ooevj h On May 9, 17781 hill :report .. d thh ~reneh 

fleet tl't route t~ Amtdea to aid Vilashirtgton :ln hio ~ff'ortt to blooude 

Ftowe in Fhiladdphia (X,. P• vU'). On Ma;y ~ .. 1778, the ffou1e or 008"lone 

ltoowtut •l>:ro1led in a. debate ove:r tht :tailure ot the ~;ngUsh tlt.n. to 

leav• Portamouth e1'en though n• F!~Jtaing1 e F:rench equ.ad:ron ot already em 
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ita way to Arae:r.i,oa (X.; J?P• mj ... xx)lt Town•hend. inEJisted li.l.pon. the noeen:l:t.y 

ot e.cM.ol!l by the ~ngU:eh tleet betore.t the Freneh eque.d:rm at Brest and the 

Spani·•h tle«tt at Oadi1'l joined forces to atta.ok the British bha (Xt P• :xxh). 

The quarrel continued en the toUowing dm.;y when Lord Germain explained 

that the minietr,r did nat wish to allow the BritiSh fleet tQ de~rt until 

Brita1nt e in\el'nal eaf'ety was liJ:&e\U'EHh Me a leo eaid th~t the Olllbittltt. eon\ 

order$ tor ito departure e.a .soon a.e pO$B1bh after head.:nt!!j ot tho t~u&.ilin& 

of: the F':t"en.ch Tfi?ulon tlMt tor America ( x~ Pfh• ;,ood.:l.j .. xxxiv )., BttrkCIII warned 

that ltowe might well !#Uffer au:rgcyn&te tate unleas Brit.ain got it,e navy 

into avtion. quisldy ( x, P• ~xnj ). on May 8, 1778, too Heu•• of O~D.~mone 

passed Mt:r.ed:Lth 1a :r~usolutton asking that tho 04mlmona bt~J allowed to EUt~WiM 

all notiooe g1'fen t-he miniat.ey rebt;i ve to th• ar.rnamont and mailing t:d! tlw

Freneh Tc11lllon l!!fqtua.dron (Xt. P• xlj ). The 81'4"18 motion presented by the ~ 

ot Richmond in the Hou1e of Lords caUi!l$d oonrd.derable eu:rprbe when 1t 

paeeecl over L~»rd Weymouth• $ fJit:rC!mg cbjoot1ona ( x, P• xlv )• 

The be.nk:er repoxted that the gemerd opinion in London wae that tlw 

Oount n'JJ:ataing oould do n~~tarly what he pleased in Amerioo. 181nee Lori How:ote 

flot:tt w1u in poor Qondttion ( x, I?• xh'ij ). aener'fl!.l Kowt~~,. ho .. rot•, would 

bC!I eut M:t without re:Lnf.'orcerntnt~a it n•n:ttt:d.na;' 11 aotud dest,:lmttion tHUII 

__________________ _.~:~,~ 



Amed.ta ( X1 P• :x:lviij )., 

ln h18 letter ot May 2~,, 1778, the banke.r printed two writ1tl&SI 

.OOl'lllHII:ming ith. OorldUOt ot the minbtry lll.t'ter the d&!llil.rtU:rfll of the li'renoh 

fleet from Toulonw The. ~ir~t of the w:rit:tngB, pn1hed the minirtera tc

the,ir speed in drawing up orde:re tor the departure of' the r:ngliah fleet 

f'rom Pfllrt.emouth; •rnt tleet wa•. help up by a at itt eontracy wind ( x,, 

PP• lax:qij .. lx"xviij )•. Th~ eeoond wdt:b1g described the total lack ot 

speed uaed by. tht'l miniatry in drawing up the o:rder.e. Here it was reported 

that a lack or provision$ inetead of a contrary wind p:rev•.nted the 811l!.il1ng 

ot the fleet. !hi• w:riting aleo reported that the mirl:l.sttn'& did not hear 

ot the I!U!.I.iling of t.be Frelioh floet from Toulon until fOI.l.rte~~m days later 

and tb~n nonE~ ot the m1nitt.ey exoept Germd.n w1u in London. fir1.1.lly,. lllftor 

tbt intermin111.ble wal!lte <if ttme in getU.111g the Mws and in p:rovit~ioning the 

thet1 Admiral Byron lett in t.he tace of a oo:n~ra:ry wind~; returm!ld the noxt 

day1 and remained there long a.:f'ter th$ wind ohlllngeci (X, PP• lxxxix ... :xo )• 

1t doeo. appear that F;ngl4nd ~uld ht.av• been able to do s.omet.hir>g more th.an 

was done to hinder t~e progress of! the F'r~noh fl~utt. 

'l'he Lords took up, on ~~ay ;as, 17781 the oons:lderation ot the notiee• 

reoeiYt!Jd by the :mtnist:ry eonelftrning the an.nament r.nd sailing of' the !Prmoh 

T~lon equadronii Tm t:Lrlft notice wae dAted Jtmua:ty }, 1778~ ~•nd a &Qlltinuoue 

stream of notioea had flo~d into the otfieef>l of: thtlt Vlil.riouu le(.n·.-tli'U'io!l t'rom 

then on (X~ p., alj )• R:lchtilond wS~.s the tirw~ to sp~rdc a:fte:r the re~Adina; ot 

t:O.. nah11411111 wu oQ'I:lpleted,. He exprelltUiled the opinion tllli'tt the minbt.ey 

should havt unt a. aqua.dr«J to t hilt Med:t t•:rranem to p:revmt, the arm1ns ot 

the Fretneh fltf.lt. t.dnoe they hu.d known of' it since Jl!lllWH'Y (X~ P• olj h In 

.~---------... \:~liz 



a. OOl:lpar'iBGX\ elf the British with the French and Spanhh flerati$ he found 

that ot hi Ill 0wtt ()QUn\ey laol<tng in m~ reepeots ( x, p-. oHj ).. In olg.a1~• 

Riob:nf>~d csba:raed the ministers with fb:riminllll negl.o4t o,f their duti~IU¥ in 

allowin& thf tu-rd.ng .gt this F:renoh fhet to go on.. Lor-d sandwich o:f'f~Jred 

matbaat1ta1 pl'QC!If' 'bh!i!.t England bad e. le.:rgt:r number of' ah.ipQ thllln Fr:tiUloet 

al'l.d Spe.;W.,. Me' bl·w:rxed the d•lar i.n the $llliling of the E:nglhh fleet on 

it'lfutt:1o1en:tr. equ1:pm.Qnt and cOontrn:t1' wlnde (X• ppw oliv-clv). 

On the •am• day) May 25, 1778~thtt rtrports vMmtio:nad above we'l'$ re$d 

to tho Jl~ee of eommow-. The eonel:.ueione reaehed by ~~·e:redith ot tho Hous• 

ot OGWaO:t:Ul after hearing the not:t.aes were mwJh th• same ae those expnJised 

in. the He"'' ef L'Grde ~ the Duk$ of JU.ohmOilcl (X, PP• olJ~>j-dxij )• Lu.ttrel 

thO\ilgll\:'t '~~ • lh!.p ehCMld 'be ••nt to warn Lord 1~6mf of D'!!:stdng''e comtng1 

fiLlthe~ it would have been fe.:r l)et.ter to etop ntreste.ing at GibrdtiU' 

(X~ 'P• olxij )t, iyng constd•rQd lh·:ttaln lott if illhe eCl>uld not prGteA 

Gi'hnl\ar, ud ll'o:~¢ exprcuu1ed the esme Uea ( x, P·• chiij h Lord Nonh 

ooulatered biV !~&Win& thai. tht Engl.bh tleet was kept at hiZI~m!i~ fo:r protttotion, 

add:bng tbe.t aU outlying pe.tetteione could not be protected {X» p~l• olx:t:v""' 

cl.mrh 
4 

Op~tll. warfare with F:rance was brought :ne.;.rar by the e.etion of' the 

B:ritieh Ad31r~l Keppel 1n capturing threu~ l."re:noh V$iSillOb1 two war111hip$ and 

a me:robant,man* The 111to r::r ot thh capture was taken fr•.ir,.l the court Ge.z!;t:te 

ot J'w:~e '2.7.1 1.778, which p:rittted tbrte lette;r·• trOI'n Keppel tQ the Adu!.in:lty. 

Tht $tor1 W.!lls interrapere~d w.l.th de.t·~gtll.to.ry c~er1te by the banker ( x_, PP• 

oocuclvj~eoob:U.j)" The lllt~u·ohute. of' London,~~ 1u w$ll ae the 1ainistry1 wft.re 

angry wttb Keppel ove.r thie o.f'fd:r beeai.U'le the incident oould 1ae:J.ly O}Htn 
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hostU.!t:L.ee w!;th. l":ranctt (X; P• csel.xh h Kepr,i$1- a. ehort whili!t latcu:•t. 

C®t~;pl1satE!Id. m&ttere still mare by oaptu:dng two .:mo~o. fli:Jt$:nCh m•rohantmen., 

1\e~:th.n ot· wld.lh. wa.~ et\Ji':ag.t!Yd in Amerttlill t.rade; Thes~ oapt.tn·ea c.e~.u~~Nd 

et{)Gklll tc go lower betauae of tear of a Fr.,.neh watt ( x,. !H• $Cclxvj ). On 

Ju.lr lo,. 17781 tbe 'hrmt•x· repGrtetd that Kep~:l$1 na t11till in .POl't# and t.hs.t. 

i-t waa beUe!lfled tn. L<:rM!.l)n t:Mt he Wl'>\1111 not btt unt ~t a.ga:tn and that. the 

$hip• hG" hiid eal}ttt~Eld would 'be r;::t,urned to F:tNtlnQ• with E\pologies (XI.~ 

P• xlv )• 

This danger ot war f!W.Wied de'batee in the Hou~We of tro.rde on Jun• a, 
l.t!fJ1 <~>n \he s.dv-~eubUity of pr<a·ogu.:l..ng Pa.rltWllen:tjf Th& Duko ot BoltOJ$ 

nu.rred tf!Jxo ~~tl1lj <!iUrment inet.e!llld et p:t·orogat!Lon 1.:rid ·$1t..ed the deu'lger. c.~f sa 

atte.4ll ·by F:ran11)• at.. ta.. tir:nl'l when the milrl.t'\ll"f bad Ml:'l()Ut!Qed thtA.t !t colJ.l-4 

no\ aaf'el:y di.l!lpatell ti IJntaJ.ll .aquad:r.(l)n to defend Gibr~lt~r (Xt, !'• liv). 

Hta · riaf$:tred te e.n thl.ba:rga then laid on i:ritieh tllh.ipping and ool'Utidel"-d t.h111.t. 

th!t 11!$~/~iJtt that the rniVtifttley f~ttu•$d. e.n ;l~vasiM {XI~ P• h'!U.j )* Wejl"m¢uth 

dflf!;i:td ihe dmp:r of inYaaion and sa.id th~ the -.tu~.:rgo wal!!l im.p)IJtttd in 

erd•r that tud.lo:l'e mightl be taken ott mere~hlfm\ $hip$ t.o roun iM vta:rship$ 

(lit 1'11 lllt)li Lord Oamch:tn ~~~;ocuted F:r~moe of' b.i.ving l$ttC.r$t.ly ai<led.. A:mElri.cua 

while urging 'baa llrltieh mi~i$'1U"Y on :in :Lis foolhardy plrm of ct~,nq'l;.\ering 

t.ho oll:)hld,iu.., The lilole jfUrpotte ot t.h1e1 he tHd.•1• wu.a to d~ude the llhri.tieh 

tales of ·mu and equip:nent in order to malt:e a French atte..ek cta't!ler ( xx.,. 

PP• lxj..-ldj )• $puin1a an.~~am1mte.tt OlMlden mdd.;. .Qhowed tiw.t th& wa$ soon 

gains to join ¥'r4W.ee (x:r_ P• l:ld.ij),. ·H~ :fea:t'll'ld that th19. !ritieh al"JllY' and 

navy in .AllUU:ioa wruld bt klt thil!ll mercy ot n 1 1.~st.~~~.ing (X:t, P• lxv).. 4ox•d 

::JhelbUnJ$ aho epolw on the poo:r• etll\te or £~:n,gli$h clmff))rtfbes both wt h®Je 
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and .ln. tho outl.yifti pol.tU$sti.Grat (XI~ pp., l:xvij ... b:dj). Lord Brietol 

d..enwnotd Lord Si.nd wbh t~>:r bELYing p r.!ill!:liaod tbi. t lh:i taints •n•fll forcfua w., :re 

fli\iPf11.1\llt rJ>f ha*"dlin$ Jl'rm.nee and Spain both when hfll' was latfiJ.r unabl~& to 

d.f.fttltch • .e.q~tul.rcn to .cibiUIIr'f$ D*E::etdng or to t~.id x.oJ:'d. Ft~ (Xl 11 P• lx:lt:U.j )• 

!b.~~t liiWqb ot. lij.ohmG.d reiterated the oftt.H'l.,..re:pot\ted che.rgee the..t the. m1nf.ttcy 

wall!l n•gUge:n:t, inefficd.•nt., ._nd inolll.petbl& t}r handling attair~ (xt 1 PP•· 

1~:,.t:t§.,.l.~i1C)+- :Word S~Qlldwi11Jh •-pbimed tha\ the emba:rgo then in tore~ was 

ff!>r t.be; pu:rp.oae ot &fllwring aailo~·e f.'or tbllt Mvy, He denied ·that b~~t hlll.d . · 

fttor ttpf:u't/!c..d the :navy '-bl$ t<> dis.pat9h e. squadron. to obaervt D'Estaing 

. ~a 
A' ih~s. point the bank$r printed another article. written by one 

~ tt.llf'd himself "AN~.tuall {XI1 pp., l•:Kxix .. ::teiV)• 'lJI.ratut 11 f•~u·ad thfl!.t 

t.:b.o ldn1.1try Wfl.$ $0 anxious to wp poaea with France the:t. it WQU.l(t l!"lil'llH~ptze 

AmtT1•an inciepend"noe (XI,. PP• ln:x~x ... :~to }• This reeognU1::1n.if he w1•ole 11 

Wlil\il:ld. 'ti>nl.y t••ont. metre firml.f the union berl:.wllfen FrMO$ Md Jj,\\lltilri~a 'b~eaue:f.l 

Atnlrioa w0uld thea b.t gratefu.l. to F'va.nee :for securing its indapenden•• 

(10:,. P• xt)ll· lib ownqel wae that .FJ:ngland should withdraw all iia1 twcoe 

fra:, Axtlfri~f.l and employ t~m. il.n an effort, t1.11 dltaat (ll.u.nce 00:1 k'P• .\lt~""J:Gj )• 

Ofl· .A~t 14.- 1178., thit b~e:r print.ed anothtu·· artiol• by 11/u·at..ue" u 

whom t.h!ll t.~er n.ow 'bdiC\Yed to be Lord ShelbtU'nl!t (J'J.1 P•· a~)l:lix}. 'l'htl 

ccun.•l ghen by II t.ratu.sll 6\DOVI.l i• tdlillill!l.l" to t.hat etven by Shslbume 11!1 

th' Hfllllllt tlt :Loroa1' on April 81 1778•. 11 :\re.tu,n wrote that W1dflll'r no eond1t1ons 
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U$1itld lrA:t.aia e;ecept. the ht.tmlU.ating prepoaal ot Oor.tgreu that the thirteen 

tltll.tldts Ja(l)t only l'fiCt'iVe th\'lil" iruiepender.toe but all$ tbt.tt, rr~l'lOfl be 

O!!matdned 6.1 $11.1 ~ the p$WI:t"'ill te approve thflJ tre~ty (XI. p .• oexu:l!; ... OOl). 

~~laud- h• Wl"(ii'IHtl C)eul.d litet•a1ri both. tOWlt:rba i:f' it would get <1 new 

mi~d.M,ey (XI~ P• «Htl )J 

fhlll ltr:~;g tea:rfld arri·v-.l. in Amedee. ot D' rt;etaing' e F:renoh t'le~ cwrlt!l 

$a'3Ul~ 1,_ 117'8:,. whltm h<t t\ppfi!U"$d ott the eoatt of Virginia, On July 6 

hi was lla Chetali'elll.ke 'EI$i1 t.nd on 3wly 5 at the t~U.'l'hnnce of' thet Delawar$ 

n.tve:r,~t. to~ 1a\e1 how•vt :r, t~ d'haok L~rd tlowe (XI, P• eel~vht). He t.hln 

t~.ppet~.Hii ~tt ~>Nldy Mode otJ. J1dr 11 with fiftet~ ahipa (XI, F• eeb:Uj )• 

Pl.$,.1 he radned blcoldng Lord HllHlfe irt :New. York Bay ( x:t, P• eolxxvij ). 

en Jalr 18 he Rl'l ttill ~ere (XI;tt P• oo:xoj )• .· and' it. was repc.rteti that 

at~Vttl!ltlil pnm~tne~t 1nhab:t:tuaniE~ 11 ~ng thEm~ tJov11uno:r L:!vi:na.ton ot New Jerdy, 

.kad. dintll aboo~~u.•d hie ship (XI, P• tex~:Lj ).- OW~lmenting on the blaekautt ot 

JitWB;J a w~·i1Hu· iA tlle A-f~a!.1H! who eipd hlmaelt '*:nuaeel 11 saw no poadbiU.ty 

ot e. ltaJl" wteome f~t M~ bet,~JJt otzatuing• & ship& wcu·e new while Howe 4 e 

tuut •hetn tn -thtJ w&.toii!H" eonstlllntly tor two ye~:u•a,. He abo asklHl why Lo-rd 

t3md•itJ\ bll:d net .et,«l)pp~~Jd thta P<r«nch f'leet «t Gilltrdtur soon af'tu it left 

'l'o\d'ftn (.lf.I, p I:lf •o•xiij ... ctlt'xv~). Otl. July- 2~, l7nl,. D1 Eatai:ng wddtnly lett 

Waw Ye.rk $Ulld w• M> Hbt'ld.41l I.dand llihE~l'll) the Er.~glitih WflU'e rM~Xlt!iO.ild by General 

St.tlltvan of th:e Amlu·;J.ean -m:r (YJ':~ pr~ tocc~vi3 .... oocJutxvUj h Lol'lii BC~m.o 

~tllovred :oJ·J!!ete.ing t0 Hhode Ial$1nd_, leMil'l! lillw tork on AU,gt;~et 6, 177&; 

( l!:U:~ PP•' e~xxij ... eDxl:lj )• n•r~atdng o.r;d.v'l'!ld at Z:lho(\• !tll.and em July 29 

ud lili,ft· pruote Ol!l.UIE'IIIil the 1'3r1tbh to burn rt v«ut~utl which thq hd ihtl'11t 

(xn, l!IP•, oxxxU.j-oXMxi.v)'~~ 01a .~uguet u. 177e; n•a:rrt.dng obt~n'WI!d th~'t. 
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Lord Prn••• aquacb•on us drawing near hia po•it1ein l.ilt 1\iErwpo:rt, lfuod$ 

laland:~~ noth the fr:meb and lhi.t.hh equm.drons dre~ out to $84 and we:ri) 

ready tl!> d.$ bs.ttle foi:uln. ·Ja sttU:1! !!ltruGk: them,. aep61.~ting the sq,uadrone 11nd. 

tl!ei•s; ~n~Jid-.rabl.e tiatUtl,~t• (x:n:, P•l! oxl). D1Estaing eventually, on JIJApat 

26$• &l!'ri •. ed at B:Gston to rep-air his ahip~J (XXX. P• oliv )~ 

1'h41 bt!Ullt$rf e lettar at Ottober 26,. 17781 reporttlld a qua.rx-el :l.u. 

let.tt:rl b~rirll'le~a th• two wrl:t.ere who dedgrH'•t$d thantM~lves ttftratus 11 -and 

11 Whig ·06ndq'IU'lt~tt .• 11 11 I1nttus 11 \'1\"Jl.iaved that !J!dtain lllhwld ex:termim~te the 

Fl"imOh: tlM d1un· fb•st removing the ministry and. then Britain W"ot..tld he: 

hl $. potiUon. til> tH(II.t. advunt.$.geoudy with Aroorioa. (XU; p~ c.lxij h The 

11mtig .t(l¢lt~fq~r;mt i! tJ$WAid&l•d that • war with France would be tatd to 

Englawi a.nd wwld .WnlilaUd.atl!l tho Franeh .. An:l$:r1cm union~ He abo det1:tr~d 

the diuiiea-.1 nf the •inifste:rs1 but he wtll.n.ted :ims1edi.a.te reoonf'liliat:ion 

w!th /~:rha ( Xl:I 1 P•· <ll.:t·~ij }~t :tn $. lQttel" whS.oh he daaignatecl hill! la$1:., 

11 Ara:tutlln eaid that !i1:ran:ee oould not be conad.dt!-rtd a def0:nder ot American 

li'berty l:n~.os.U11ft\' !She did not ~nt~u· the wa.:r until medoan l:t.llE~rty Wl!ta aaeu:red 

~ftie!' Burg•••• defeat {l~u, PP• e:lxvtj .. o.bviij)• 'l'he 11 mt1g eonsiqu&ntu 

l!),tll.I!IWore.d at- uw.~:.tl t-hat a war with F:ra~o would be fcrt.al to Srit~in (.XI! 1 

P• o~~ij) an;~ 'tbvt .F:ren~e. was !rMeriett1 s daf~ndtn beoauae ehe turniabt~J:d 

i.mtri•a Wri.\h s:w:ppU•e •ven b•etcn·i tho alliance {in, p;;; alx~ucij h 

Tb.e baruee:r' fie letter of NWeiiJabe:t• 21 t 1778, r-eported th a diuooul:·•e 
' . 

of the lin& to :P«lrliQ:fl1nt. f)1'l JloVt~mber 26t 1.778 (.'XII 41 PPt OQ<n~:xviij ... oeo,?~:l'i:Xj )~ 

In hh •d¢r•te tblll ling be:ro:ted Franl!)e fi:rut. f.ox· lm'ling given f!t>)O:rflt aid 

to thet ANricft:nl md th~u ·to:r contr.aoting an c~ll1::~:nce with therw · (XII, F• 

• #G~uuwUj h M• ~-ll'ltlOUl'l.Q$d his intfmt1 m. of o~rrying on the wa)!' with J.me:ri.oa 
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unti1 th•' Am.E~dtane would eu'br.rr~.t to tltrlt.ieh ftlontrol (xn., 1~.1:• eco;uix-

0o,o:JtXlC}t x~ the dim,OUIUtitms <>D the lil'!f,f! dhl.l!Otll"etl Lord Coventry in tho 

MotHJ$ ot '£(t::r<ile l!)ppwod the K:tag1e int•nti n or carrying on 1~he we.:r1 and 

trGtr(i 5'111tto1lt lnmh~~ tbt~~.t. the ~ining moans £~f r~duoing l>Jt:~l.'.!rr'icr"- ehould 

1)•.· ~~,.,~ e~mly at a blft't Ns(i):rt.. The 1:\iM.lop of T'llterbo:rour;h deo:lar&d t,h111.t 

war wUk Praln!M ~nd America 'both woetld mean th~ ruin of 11.:ngb:.r~d (XU., 

!'I'-* :t:eex~:d.j•e.,m:~u¢:tlli.j )• In thi9 Rousa of! O®Wlone To\mshand dgnif'it•Hl hie 

oppftitioa to M:tceyU:lg • the war with Alltttrioa {XII, :r:• oeoxxx1v .... nt1exxxv ). 

Foll: ~nllltS\$d 'tlw.\t l!lri:bin be.d not. $:O.Ough nu.val forc~a to holt1 out t!.ge.inst 

both :Px>~l:aoe and Spai.n. l:lis noun$el wae that tha. rn.J nietry should l"l'H:!tal.l 

d 1 a.~d. f'or•f!U!I f r001 4,l'll:·$rl oe.. in ¢trcler t() op;)oae France and «.:1 pa.:in (XII,. 

PP• O:OQU%V"""'CeO:rl:~~Vj h 
!n etll,lVing the h11!Jts:ry of' fo:reis;n aid for the .Atnerioan• e.e r,t:reeented 

br the J.J!fa,t~l, it ia r,wc,eQ.aa.:ey to k{;!!ep in mind that, thh periodical w~a 

written to inf'luenei\J th(~ l'reneh ;~ople and goven11ment t,o aid thl!!'l' 1\T!lefl"iOllflrU!t. 

ThllretoM,, it illll only na.tural that th& ae:oount of foreign aid. in thia 

joumal cehau;ld eorHUin1 almoat l!!lxeludvely the aid. given by Fra:nolih. Wi'th 

:n$WS $rav~lillg 6u': 'eletwl:y fils it did in tha days <:1f the ll~tlet'icaJt navolution; 

~.:t. ill\ doubt1\l.l. that ~ r.;nglishtrJ!;I)t:J. wl!llre aur6 w!1en they foreoatd;ed thtlt 

F:rti\ftee Wlll't.tld &l1y herplf w1th the A.'\l'!~t:ri~H~n eta.·tea. However1 the e.•oount 

h~&~rttl Q8•1s to indio&te thlll.t ona might Ettta.peGt that F.rar1ee- being !Sl:tglaz1dt$ 

t:rad1tim4l1 enemw;. would &id th(lll; Amerio~:~~ne at Lat;\11\t eeo:retly.. '!'hereJ &lfH'»:ned 

to be e. .d:l.spodtion en tbe .llil:t't or the rninht.e:'!'a to 1 .. f;';tl0l"O ·t·.h1.a faet.. Thie 

llbpodtiom h a~.ll the mo:r~ avident rrhan cme ooml!.d'*:re 'tlw.t th@ min3.sten·• 

appau·ent.lr k\:nflt.jl!i' of' thllll Frenoh allbncl» tor aane time be.t'tn·a t,hey oomtnuniof.t~td 



it, t0 Farl1u1ent o:r took any atepe to QOunt!llt:r·act 5.1"., 

Th~ minhtlih'Y"Et aleo t•ir,ned igno:r~nee on t.'lEl ~b3~H!t ()f U•.!!i ~~V#!o/l"'et.lt~a 

or the ¥ren()h t'leet!il.. Thhs taot inr~.:i.Qt>tee ihl,•t the r:~ttmhli!H'EI of thf!! 0~ odt.1.on 

wer·"' ~lt-Obably tor:r<!iCt whea they ohax·ged that the a:ri.'t.i~;Jh n.avy wa i.r~ llO 

CH!rlditi.El-• t.o \!!tctp theatl Fre:Mh fleetef! floYtevor; it h rl,oubttul ll'l'hcthtn" 

"Bh• tppodtion in thi£J f<'t!A$@ was aa strong cu!l ·t,ho rttportl!l in the ~ttf.U~! 

wQUl~. e~~ tG>. ind:leatet. ln. the f:ew p:t.MEttl wlwre t.he vote on varlrlUe 

p:roposal1 and mot :lone was g:L 1ffln the a~1nbtra:l:.io!l. wae ahown to haYe had 

a rath<~~:r e~my maj o:rity ... 

--------····· 



BUP.GOYNE: AT Si>RATOOA 

The purposG ot thie ~aptt.r will bw to g.tv!l'l lll.tl •ocount;
1 

lUI ~'rt~u1ented 

:\n tho ;&,"t~4N!.t Cif the nl!ltlll of the Bdtieh Gentral John aur.t;oyne ntt•:r tM 

Je:t,·Ue ot ft.ijirlllitoi;a. whbh €¢1do.d on netober l?h 1777 ~ ~i!:.h th~~t total d~fEt*ll:t. 

ot \lie lr'itit~~h amy t.tnd!fU' Burgoyne" 'l'h~ Amel':l.otW. em,aan.:\t~~:r 'lllil!l.lll (l~~tn~~tk'l!l.l 

Mc~ati<> Gat~~+h Thit &ttl$ of Saratoga. ha8 been oalled ono ot' thfl ·f't:ttMn 

mon dtti.eiv·$ battles in th$ hitrtoey o:t the wodd4 1 

!]'be :reason tor inelud1ng; here mat•X'illll oon<:En·~·,ing the eondititma 

attcu· iara:t~ga ie that it ie :tartly dita'!I)UI!Hlltd in Mili!t:riean hhtor14Uh Th• 

~at.ertal i.e in1Htl"e.tt1ng :rath.e;r the.n imi;o:M;.a:rlt• Herwev~:r, it h vduablllt 

tcrr \he Ugb:t whtrm :\:t cahtds on th• llllxtr~rue lack of knoll'ledge of' oond:iti~ 

in ~erio:e. Qll th• parl Q£' thos.~t who d.il"~crt$d thtt war t"r~ th" oo~U kW.ea 

in Lcnd.en, 

Sbuit the ,A~fat,:r'riUl do ll.Ot pl"OS11Hlt. tJre story of tll" •ven'ta lel;\,dinc& 

up t~ tM dt.fellltb ot SU.rgoyne at i:Hra.toga; it rllli.;( be w<~~ll to give 111. brhlt 

aeo®ftt it thb point.2 
John Burgoyn~ waa. sent to tuilnic!it )'ith CHJiN,,~l 

Willi~~Am liowe as *' me.jo:r-general •~~:rly in 1775• !~e we.& iu ~ollitl::m. at the 

1 :t4wt~.I'ti Oree.&y, The Fi~~«;~r>: ntcisive S"ttlr:'fil oi:' tr,! _'9r;l~\ fg·U:.e 
~tarat~!!! 1! ·w~tr.er~2 o o.-.;W"Yorlis aa:rper Jllld irothera, Wr~, t1 :. 29·~ ... ;.,,:(). 

·2: The material .fo't' this !ii.Ocount i.l taken from George f\l!lnorof't, 
Riqtor;z ot tp~, ~*'!i'tied eltat~s E.! .funeri~! t,r,o~ the , Di •oov•tl !t. ~he t.irwn\. 
~ vo!s. 'Diosto:ru Litt,lel' Brown, anrl Oorttp!lUIY; nr?r,, .~, Vol. 1V; p, • 4 
618; Vol• V, PP• 296-590J Vol. VI, P1h• 5 ... 14,. 

. ________ _,..,,. 



ti~MJ ct th'l Battle of hnk~tr Rill;: In June;· 1776.- Burgoynlll appeai~.red tn 

i:tttbe·e w:ttla a d:tv:tdon of lh"umawiok mercenaxy troope to aid o~rhton in 

braald,ng eam.plillt~ly the ai·ege of Giueboo.,· SOtrtt~~till• at'tel'Wa.rd he rErturned 

ta; Bngland ~~~nd there -.at, in Oounoil with Lord Gemdn to plan thlll northern 

tqpaigil of 1177 in which t-:he Oana.dhn e.rmr we.s to go f'rOl'll Oanr!da to Alb~ 

and th• tiJt.y ott ~~w Yo:rk 1n Ol"dsr t11> divide tha colonies. 

On lle:y 61· 1777-· fku•go;rn• arrived. at Clttebl!lo to take the command Qf 

the (l)al:l!IJ.d:laa amty tr001 Gen&ral Oe.r-l$t orb· H'l!t hml&die.tely eet to work 

$at:tu:u:•hlg n:t$J(l Q.~d rupplle'!ll and etart~td the trip to Nil!lw York. At tint. he 

c·ona1deNd ~be ~rip a •!.lnple a,t:t'dr~.· ~urgQYno h*'ld • conaidtra.bh· number 

-at IX~db.nt in h:La •l'lll1 and tried to keep th_, :£"rom. ea~lping.. Ox\ July 61 

1777• ltll:~~~·' & t~roes !llaJl\ured P'ort Ticondttrogll!. f''k'orm the ArAt:ricana. Hie 

«nnt toilctd em etN.t.hwa.rd through the beat of mid11urame:r ~And tht!t twWJ:\fHII aa 

the men bettwntl! l&lore and nU:l:N diep:Lr.ittd-. By July -'01 1117. ~ had hil 

headq'l.la:ri.eru on the bs.Mi!l ot \h$ Hudson Fd.vert Now progr~u beoa.mllt tmtn 

more diff'ioult J mbl.y O:a.nadial'lll!l de.eorted and India:rt dUos were leaving. 

Burgqne wu at. t.M. $ point depending upon euppliet ~~~:hipped trom ~:naland 

OVIr the tQrlUOUI: !'QUW trom Ql~flt\)EtO• Wl tb greatly depleted ranke he teught 

bh wrq dow)!l the Httdaml River until OOt()ber 61 1m, when he •• •topp~~td by 

the Aaerioanlh On \he eighth (!If octobt~n• Burgoyne 'btgan to retnu~.t., on the 

~~~Jl4fVenth the Am$rlcana captured: moat. of hb NppU.es- on tho~ twelt'th bi111 

&.rmJ' was oom.pltttly wrrounde:d and expoeutd to the fi roe o.r the Altt~trioaai, 

and. on oct.cib:er 1:5 a OQ~i.Uleil of. hie offioE~u deu:lid19d that it, would l't«t ben . 

to subm11rn Gflll!l$r~l Qat$a1 the Anl.IIH'iCH.an OQJllml.'l.nder, t.!.g.rEted to Burgoyne's 

propoQal t.hat his num lay down their tlnus and bo s~nt to SoGton tor tt·•nuJ-

I 
II . . , 
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p~r\at:t®. t~ England on the oond;l.tion thnt th.~ n.ot urw llgain in North 

America du:r:J.:mg the we.r:o,. 'fb.ia agreement was •igned on oot.cober 171 1777, 

The :flfa.:Lr-tte had littlo to tny about Bu.:rgoyne watil · att.e:r the 

de,feat at S~l'ie.t.(l)l!(ll• On Augu.st 16, 1776A.tht London bMkG:r h~d XMnt1oned 

a pllin 1/4 that.. year to joi:t1 the Oe.nadbn lil.J."tllY' un~ar Bu:rge-yno with flow~• • 

a.nny tau di,llctm'l!MlrkS.t~g at L.oitl& .leland•· The jtmction waG to be made by wq 

et the !lldaGn R,i:V.'fn· r.otrt;~~t ( lh 7 :r P• 85). Ol'l !)ecembe r lO,, 177 61 t.b• b8illk~u· 

:repol'lt.tli ·that h:raoyxw b.ad :reil!t:rned frO]n ~~uetw.o. He indioatecl that it 

wae 'thE!' aeural. op.ln:I..Qn in l.tc:'>ndem that Burg0111a wwld not return to Oe.na.da 

~-atuae he hiM n.ot euOI.I\tHlded ta maldns 'tl.u.t j'Wletion with !'!owe' • an:q- (II, 

1,,, pp~ C'nc:d.x.,..eax.)• · Howevcu•jthe poetao:ript o:f' O.cerl\btr 11. 1776, noted 

"that. 1.\u·~o,_• 'wwlti ~tUll\ to O•uuHia for tht!t next e!iWlpdgn (XU, 1,, 
P• e:x1m)11 

f)Ui A(t~it•l. did n0t again have ·'" :report. on Bl.U'I~ umtil t.he 

Q.e,mplli!~ ot 1777 ws.e well under way. On Au~n 19, 1777. it 11uut reported 

tha.t a mre~.~.t dtal of butre.duU ty flll":rounded the idoa th!it BU:rgorn• tuld 

oaptu:rEHl 'fteondtu•oga on July 7 ae: :reported by the miniet:cy· (VI,, 26, lh "lj ). 

Ho\!i'eVffr\• a e~parison Q:t thie repor.t with th• aooount given earlier in 

t.hh -ohaplter eh~& \he l"!$pO:t"t to he true exaept tor t'lfl. error ot one day 

lm the th~;te.' The banlr.e:r himself, on Septmmboxo 16,. 1777, a.ek:nowledaod the 

auth~ntioity ot trh.e report. and. pdnted a lnter t'l"Ot'ft the ltlMillriom Gon1ntl 

5111;int Clair to Ocr~.g:rotu dated Ju.ly 11~o1 1777,. on the eubj1ct of tbe ovaoU:Ct.• 

tlon ot Fon l'honde:roga. Fie attributed the losa to tho holt or.- m tht 

_______ ,,. 



· The tint 1nUCJatlorJ. ¢}f' wht:1t auseel3a might be expeottd front 13Ul'gOyn$ 

Wftta ,P.ve»'l in th$ banke:r1e l!Jtt.:tr of October 21, 1777, where it was x·ern:::tJ•ked 

that an expeditt~ led by Howa against Sta.tan hlaml, 1~aw York, l·'revented 

hill¥ tending \:roope tl!) •id Su.rgcyne (VI, :50t P• elxlexij )~ Thb repo:rt 

came f.tt~tr the d&teat o:t surgo9'rafJ had ·tabn plaet but bafo:re the news Wll.e 

:receivelli in fl:ngh.nd, 'fhtt banker ·'Wl"ote :t?urtha r that aurgoy:nlll had. reached 

\hi' H\.UitOU flint on July ;0, 1777 ~·· and the.ra found hia JlUGeage barrad by 

an America):); army which WM intu·ea.sing ddly (VI, ;30, p, clxxldij ). An 

intereeting 1d.delight it the: ~eport made by General Olintont a tTew Xorlf 

GIUI:ett(!J. Thia r•po:rt stated that aurgotn.e on Augtult l4,. 1777 • repulsed 

, the ,&$cn·ieune ten mile• !il.bove Albany .and t~n captured th$. d.ty,· t"Qt.ft. :J.ns: 

C!H:!I1plet$.1:y t.h~t •d.CW'l ·amy., fbi$ paper .abo reported that Burgoyne had 

been aided by the Al!aetric:m G•lU'Je ra'l '·~el:ruyhr who gave U) :f'ifte~n hundred 

m\Nl to him (VI. ~0.;. p., :el.xxxv),.: This avent never h'appene'd rand the banker 

et.ated hit~ dilllb&liet .of the ~pert... He went on to say ·that General Gates 

or the Amflll"it'tu a~ had l'Eiee.ived :reinforcements fr::m the mil:l.tio. of' 'the 

uor?item ttat.os (VI; ,o, P• cl:ll:xxvj ).t On October 22, 1777, the further 

report waa given that Ge·ntu-ral Amol.d had joined Gatea and that the .41m.erica.n 

amy wtia r'EHd.ning Burgoyne vigorou&ly at (3tu·atoga. (VI" ;;o. p, oxoj ). 'l'he 

bankl!lr did not have much faith in. nurgoyna' s ability to defeat the Amer1Ca:J.na: 

and r~D~EXrkGd th•.-~ Burgoyne was pornpoue• iaeued too mi!Ul,Y p:roole.mat:inns; and 

spent too mt.toh money (VI, ;50;. :?• ooiij ) , 

Chilrtf:r.al Burgo;vn~ wrote a l(ilttG:r :trom saratoga,. ,\ugust 20, 1777 • This 

letto:r wan p1•1nted in thGI Oourt eta21ette o£' London~ He told of: his troublea _ ................. TPT. 



in m.ov.ing tor-ward $X'I.d tll~t tact the.t provisicme wen·-.. low ll;lnd. oommtmioatione 

wore hard to main.ta:1.~. He~ .li!poke of: hie. hopes o.f' recE~iving a.tauht~anoe from 

Gtnerd Ho•• who •••m$d to llaVlfl forgotten him (VI!, .;l, Ph x:dv-xxvj).: 

It Sill not tm.tU Dli$c~mll>er 9, 1777., that thl!') A:ftaiNf rll!l.d a report 

of thl defeat ot Blllrgoyne at a.aratog4!1 (V!I, 3~1 P• lxx:xixh A few pa.ges 

hte:r there was. printed a tott4!r tm.un :f':ran a. Boaton n•wtpa:pen·• Thi letter 

was tram G•or•l G11~et to tbe pnei dent of the (H'iiUXloil of Maaaaohueett$ 

Say and WG~<I$ written at Albli\tlY, OQtober 19 11 1777• Gatee hf)re ann.OWJ.oad 

the .au.:rrE~~ndsrr ot BtU'&QTn<& and that M waa IIICU1ding Burgoyne1 e army to 

Boston ( V!I.1 '':1 P• cvj ). 

Ita the Houet ot Ooxaone on December .5, 1777 1 Lord Germain, who had 

planntcl th.e Hudrum River oampld.gn. with 13Urgoyne, took Upon himeelf the 

bhme to:r Eh:lrgope1e f'ailu:re., He ea.id the.t tr-ee plans would have bl!len. 

~ruoee""l!tf'ul it bte in:formtlltioR oom,.erning the tl"Ue state of of.f'aire in 

America had 'bee• oe.rr&ot. (YI:t1 54# p. Oolj.). Burke and Fox Qonsideu·ed 'that._ 

it Lord GtU'Ta$1¥\ blamed hinHJelt for Bu:rg()yne1 e de:f'ea.t, h~& should eQrll!'~:unicate 

to the:. OOA'lmont all inJt..ruetione sent to Burgoyne (vn. 5!•• p. elij )11 On 

the t.he,ory ths.t <l)n• emould not plan, amnpdgns unleu he hna all necetee.ey 

inlomi.tion, Ool.onel :Barr.S and Burke eJ~tprtl!fflf!ld their indignation with 

Gemli\in for hlviag dont~~~ juet that (Vll~ 54, PP• elUj ... cliv). 

Lru•d Ohlil.tham in the RoWJe of Lo:rde aleo laid the bla:~le .tor Burgoyne 1 e 

deteat. oa tllw m1W.t~try. He felt that Burgoyne ahould be rupectf'ull:y 

trcuattd on hb return front Am.eri<Uil (VII, ;>4, P·• clvj )- Lord Shelburn.e 

blruned Burgoyne' • defeat on the fa.ot that hti oom:tnued hie e.tttlllJ.•t to 

reaoh Albanv in epite ot the taut that more experienced men had denounced 
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t.hlii plllll1• fhh, ~lhelbuf~M), said,. Wlll,fll not 8urgoyne 1s fault but Will dUEil to 

the pe~d.tiVIIl ordtn·e given him by t.het minietcy. He believed that, if 

amn•'• 03/'dtr·s.·had be<Ul fll.$ }10sit1ve, he wwld htW$ gom to aid Burgoyne 

{VU 1 :;:4; PP• eb:x .. ol.xxj). To aid in throwing more bl~me on the ministry" 

1!h~!t ~annr added t.hat Bu:rgo:yna maid he had :pol!!itj.ve orders to winter in 

,l!:lbNty md was tey1ng tc get thal·& when he wae de:t'~t•wted (VI!, ;,t~~t Ih olxxxvij h 

(})!: Ap :ril 10,. 1778# the London bank$ r report-ed that Burgoyne 1 e array 

wwld .vl!l)t ~- allow'0d: to :r~ur:ta to England until King George agreed to b:te 

4 
eap1tullil.:tion. Coltl.gr•en passed. thu resolution becaus.e ;tt £'alt. that Burgoyne 

m~pt nlllt h&ld to thfa lil.greemen\i ( IX1 P• t)olxxi'V). 

On .May 141 1778~ it wae report.,_d t.hat General Burgeytw had arriVEJd 

uneXp$Citidly a l'f'.ngland. It. wa.a weliev•ti that hie presence there was by, 

~h$ pemiendz of Oangr<UiilJ to allow him to penuc:~.de the King and ?arU.oonent 

t.IJ) eu,tee:pt tlu t(l.lms of his capitulation eo th:')t his army might be Mllowod 

t.o rnurtl to ~land (X, P• Uv-lv.). In his next l!llltter, thl:a.t ot May 24 

177Rl,. ihe ~-n O.$Wnl.'.!nted on Burgoyne's case by-· saying that he had becm 

pra,etio.ally ignored dnoe hiB l!'etum to E~nglllXtd, "!.'he banker a.aeu11liHl .to 

b111U~\'e ~hat Uttle cou.ld be don£~ to judge hi$ oaae until Burgoyne had 

by the pe.rtif/ilne of Ge:n• :ral OaJ."leton. These fri&nda ~ Oarloton wett 

antagonietic to aurgoyM POI'AUI$ tlwy telt thnt he had oaueed oa.rl~ton to lose 



hh oammsnd in Call!!il.t'la, Her>~~~ wat made the tt,,•ttt>aeimt t.htiit Clll.rhttU'l hli\d 'hem 

oonvtfiQid that Surgoynt• e plm of ruching Albllley' wae im:''Oti'hlible with t.he 

for~e ataUalillert~ To l!'eaob Ca:rl.~ton 1 e auptr:!.orB, au~goyne :r-.urned to 

!rtglan.d., dr~~~tw pUblic disfavGJr upon Oarleton,.amd aolieitt>~d hi own ~, 1,point,:r.wmt 
to bead 'he projeo\ of dividing the coloniea by way of thlll HUdaoo l1:lver. 

Bii1We hAd war100(i Burgo:yr.u~ 'that he ~ould give hil'll. no aid, but murge.yru~t went. 

Olllt hopi.~ te i'eap' for himMl:f' 1111 'the honor of E)l\l"tying out the O~rrpwd.grt. 

H~ these til> :lgnoN ths f'a.()t that he had maey obatrH>le~S to t~~urmount. b~~tfo:re 

htl Gould ll'tllat~h Albarly 11 IM'l,ri then he tried to bl1.1ne hh failun an wh~it he 

called bit :podtive &rde:rth Him orders were, in fact, only geMrd am 

lett a ll'11Hlt dod to' h:h O'i!M ditu'l:retioh ( x:, P'P• lxu:Hj-l:ltxxvj )• 

The banker n:oti•d on Mq 2,;,. 17781 t.hut the Moue• or Oar.monB had aet 

11ay ~- alii tht date to h!llllr n'urg;oynel *' et.o.ry.. He wrote that l!ltlrgorme bid 

:placed the mini~ey in a pr~die!l'ment by comph.tinillg that th(ll .f.J1leri0ana M.d 

b.rok~n th t :rul&e o:r th$ s-.:ratoga oapituh.tion. !lleoause of his oor~1phint 

OongrEuuJ d~1u1ded tl:le approval ((Yf' thlll Sl"i thh court for the el11~ituhtior:~.t 

lt the eouri. gaV$ ita approval, it would amount to a v:trtud reeor.;nition ot 

.1\lH dean independenoe ( :x,. p.w. xoiij )• 

ln tho H~•• ot 0(i'Ulone on :May 261 1778, 1'tymr moved tmt the c:hamber 

be fo:n7.1$d into a t~~:onm1ttcu~ of th~ whole to condder au:rgo:'{l'W• e lllt'fdr ( x, 

lh oxoiv). Burgoynlllf eharged that he M.d b~n let"'t without uupport.. In 

tU~.ew•u· to "'i'ilkfHs' <ilomplaint; Burgoyne e.mounoed that lwl had u111ed Indiana in 

the oamp ~:t.gn tn o.:rdt :r to toreet-.11. an ,;m4U'i can dUmoe with tht I:ndifmt 

(X, Pr'•li:'Cc:v ... exovj)• ~to insieted that Congr4UI& htld neve:r n>gardid hb1 fila 

pdiHxnar Md had allowed him to er:tna to ~ngJ.and. at hie own :rl1lque~t In o:rdtu• 
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·chat hd mir,)!.t juetify himeelt and hh troopa ( x~ · F• oxov1j ). With regard 

tt> the CQ'rl..trove:rsy over hi!lt orderll!1 5urgoyneu protesttrl that they weret 

pil!lt'l!llmpto:ey and forGed him toward Hbuny ~vi th ina\.\f'I'ioiemt :f'or-cee a:nd no 

help tr.cm Gewu·al How•h H• was ineiatEint ill his clettlant' t,hat all. pllpers 

Gl!>lll~trr.d.ng his order• be- examined ( X1 i)!J• c:x:av:tj ... cxcvHj). Hi& oonoluding 

raa,:rka cQ~ataiud a dMiiiil t!u~t hll.) had any< jEm.louay of Carleton or Howe 

and 1\ttated that the ~rhtuu• had vi4Jb.t.ed public faith in their method$ 

ot handling h:tl!l troops (X, PP• cuco.ix .... eeij )• 

Lord o~u·main G(!)Midi$1red that Burgoyne could b!!l jurlgt1'ld better by f.: 

m:Ui.tary oourl than. by Pet.rU .. ament,. eapecl,dly since h~ was $till. an .~mErri.ean 

prisoner. This oa\M3&d: Bu:rgoyne to &t.ti.te e~ph~t;bdly "'gain that. he was 

not n p:r:t.soner (X, P!h oeiij .. coiv )• Lutt:rel thought it tt:range thlllt a. 

min1at,er F.lbouU be q\uarreling with hb g ne~·al :lnst.e~ui of uph.ol•ling him 

( x. PPil (ll(d. v ... cov )• Ht :impl:ted hie suppon of aw·s;oyne and hie lack t:Jf. taith 

1.n the mtn:l.,t:ry DV ll!t..a.ting that tbey would. have protected Burgoyrte it ho 

bad disobeyed their ordere and quit hie flag inet.!liiad of being ovar ... 2:e6loloua. 

'l'hb at.+ .. ack enllaged Gemein e.nd hit actions th:r.e'' the OOUIIIlOne into an 

up:roa:r (:x, PP«- tcvj ... cavij )• . 'rhe dispute betw•en Luttrel antt Gema.in. went 

on l:m.U.,l. &l::u•ly moming when the motion to o011$:l;de:r aurgoyr11~ 1 a e.ffair we.a 

deQUn0d without a vote (X, PP• eovij ... eox). 

0» 'tbe following d~JY Burgoyne :reitorated his ttatoment that hie 

orders wen prEt~llhe ( x_. P• QCx.dv). lie wm.s bitter- in hi a OOOl~~la.:lnt that. 

the min:hrtey Wli\1!1 perteouting him Ut.cer he hQ<! 1110 zedou~~Jly oard.ed out 

thi.'llir ~:remptory ordEU"Ii'J (X 11 P• oc:nt,tVj )• Rigby did not btllieve tht\t Burgoyne' es 

af':f'~~ir filbculd imoere!lllt Parlirunent beoau1nt Burgoyne we.$ st:l.: l a pd .. son~r of 

w.ru·.. He thought th111.t. a m.iU tary court !'o:nnecl ot Bu.rgoyne 1 e au!leriorQ waa 

/ 



th• only tribum1l in which Rur£oyne oould be judgerl bu·t. this ooulr1 not 

e"Nm. be dow. as long a.e he was u p:rhcm~r (X, PP• ooxxviij ... ec:rtKbc)• 

.\dVO¢J~tto-4en4n'IILl Th\:u:loe; 'beo~uae he dli&o considered nu:rgoym~ an Ame:dcw 

prif!J$tlf.flr ~, doubt ad th~t he had the l'ight to hie ll!6tlt in Parliament.. r.n 

it.lae eu.CC·&editl.g U:p:ro~u·, Burgoyne ag,Q:I.n inehted th~t he wc~e a$ fr~~ as any 

t~ b.op!l} that he. wQUld tall the trut,h in r~arli~mtilnt about tl1e A::~erioan war 

(X1 Pf• ~f.xxxij ... ocx:x.:dv). Th~ point oonCEH'nit~g Burgoyne 1a right to his 

S$i.;t in Pa:rlia.ment weas settled by the prttsiding of'fieer who deelll!i.red it t.c 

llll~t pe:rfe<rt.ly valid ( x, P• cexxxvj) . ., 

.L'I:\'Ird Mo:rth a.lcao con.$idered Burgoyn~ a ra·iaone:r o:f' the .Ame:d.oan.e, 

S:owever, he absolved !u::rgoyttl&1 a.& well as the ministry, f:rom all blare.e fQr 

Buru;oWM' s d•f•at ( x,. P• l!)t:dix). Later BurgoyM oontint.led his defense 

wh$ne'Ver thtt Qpi)QJrt..\ll.nity ap ;::eair$d. At orw time he oha1·g6d the.t the ministry 

did nat ee.t!l'k 1n:fonnntion frot11 r4!1putflble ot:f':tcers conoerning hie conduct 

{X~ PP• crexj ..... coodj )• He inE~isted fur·~her tlw.t M.• orders were positive 

and qla.O'bt$d trom a letter- e.ei'lt by Germain to Cnrleton in whieh Bu:l:goyne was 

6rdf)r41d to croee Lake Ohmmplaln end e;o l'lS quickly E~I"J p~Jsa:tble to J\lbaey 

mun."e he 'ill'AS to put hbleelt und•7l r the o:rdera of' General Howe ( x, P• cccxvij ) "' 

Germain de~fHi Bu.:rgo;y-U$ 1 s ooe.rg,ea the:~t he hart t~an 00Utl1119l from diere-puti!ll.ble 

qft:teilfllle 1n Bu:raoyne•s affair,. Germain also said: thE•t it wu ~:~.ppe.:rent 

that Amtr!oa wanted to evade th• Ss.mtoga ag:re~m.l!n1t. (x, P* cocx1x l. Oharl$s 

Fit)(; elo&ed tht dtb,"t41Hll on this aubjeet t~lith thEt ets:t:.er.~ent. th~At au:r~oyne 

owlti not. ~f!'l jUJlg~d by a m:iUt~u·y oouneU beouuse no one ohtlrged hirn w:tth 

e.ey te.ult 1Al~ai111t the rules ot war ( :.;, P~W ocol!ix) .. 

I 



that it was :not Parlb.ment• a plMe to jur!gt hh ooruluot~ on lfiW'tJmbtr 26, 

177e, he again lodged hie oompld:nt with the OO!nmon~S th'l!lt. his ottse had not 

~etn etm.tido:tted by the Ung or ?arlia.m&nt (.XII, p "" oocxvj ... oocxv:l.j). This 

waa :to:ltcme!l hy. a d.eb&te btatwea.n him and Gt1·m.siin {XII~ nr::, ocr."cv ; ... oooe). 

On Dteambor l, 1773-; Bu:rgoyn(S me.dflt e. motion to have the Oommone view e.U 

papera ooneernint:t his amy sinoe ite arrival at Boeton. Thill motion wae 

palu!led. wit.hOtitt op:podtion (XU~ Pt ccoo )• ;,~,part~ntly 1 however, lit.tbt wac 

don~~ to 1&trtl.e the ma.:t.ter even a.tter thia motion had been paned. severe.l 

mtmths latt r ~ on M S.l."Ch 29 1 1779, when the House of 000ll':!lone P&UUJCil:d a mot ion 

to have a oommit.tee, in the pr&eence of several off'ioen, examine the 

letters whiQh had pateed bet.we~m the Howe$ 111nd Clerm~in.- Bu:rgoyn• r"'uhed 

another motion t-hrough the Ho1ue of Oo!Wlons to hav@ hit own ri~P~Lrs exlll'.llined . . 

by the eemt oaumi:tt•e (XIV, P.th cU~ -.ei v) • 'fi::t(Mt ly Iii. nnnth lm:t.er, on 

April 29_. l779J LOt"d Nugent aaked the f'iOU11!& of OO'l:IU:.I!one to drop dl ooneidctra .. 

tione ot the charg•a against. the Howes• eondu,at in Amadea. (XIV, ~w .. cl:xvUj· 

olxx )• Whl!in he had t'inbhecl,. Burgoyru'.t expre.l!laed the hope th.~•t the Oalmone 

w®ld. not e&$t '6\rd.de his ovm. case this eafttilY• H:i.e oor.lpldnt that he had 

not been e.llowed to ee• the lU.ng ~aused Lord Germain to deolar~ that thie 

wae impoedble# as was judgment by a. military td.bunal, aa long Ill Burgoyne 

W$8 tei$hnioally a. ptiilH'>Ml:' of '1'/I!U" (XIVt tiP• olX;ll3-cb cij h Fox again oleuntd 

t.he debatett by atii!.ting that the min:istere wer·e trying to hide thei:r ovm 

aot1on:e by bhming the a;en•r•de, .Surgoyne 1 1 tailu:ro; he said, wu dut to 

ex•ot ordena which did no·t. altow bini to use hie own jud~:i$nt. {XIV' JW• 

clxxtij•ol~vij)• 

Tht men etnt to Ame:r:l¢111. by the North .cox;oilill•t..oey px·or•o~t~dl!l in 1775 

I' 
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5 entcn:-ed tho quarrel concerning the aaratog~ affai:r on August 7 .. 1778; 

wherl. thtr tent a le,te:r to 0''ngreea asking thillt Boston hlllrbor bl9 opemJd 

for Brit1:th eh:ips to take a\:lrgo;rne 1 s QIC)ld1(1n·e to :Op.gland, Thi8 a.rm;y, 

thq wrf:!tej wae being held in violation of the Siaratoga convention ( xn,.. 

PP• ••v!j ... ~ux). O%ll Atti\ltt 26t 1778~ O·ea:rge Johnmtone 1 Ol'l.l ot the com ... 

rd .. JtU.e)niiU'f who lua!d a:rOIUUlld. c0naid.,:rable controversy through his et~'orto 

6 
tG bribe a mem.'b•u· ~f OOlllfp•ee•,.·. o~•:rged that Oong:r.-sl!l acted in bad faith 

tn \he Sa:rfll.toga attdr {XII, !·'P• oc:xvj ... ccxvij). Sorfle- time hter. a fl"i~tnd 

ot the L0ndo». banke:u· wrot~ that he was unable to undEu·st.t~ncl how tht:J com ... 

.m:I.I!Jsi&nere. e~~Uld charge Oolilgreee with breaking faith in the Saratoga raffair 

wbtm 'both th.t King and Fea.rlironent refu.et~~d e1 the r to hear Burgoyne or to 

tatifl \ho as.ra'ttoga. cQnven'tiion (XI!; p*' oexxxij )., Another f'riend of' 'tthe 

\)a.l!lb:r pr~~t&tnt~Hl muoh the same idtna ll>ut. a.~dli'l tru.rt B:riti~ generah had 

often br~k:Ein as;:rli!IOJ:n.ent& and Cited 04\i,OS i:n whiOh thilll ht\d. he.ppent)d (X!! 1 

P'Pllll #0~);V""'Q0"KXVj ).. He C!>ha:rs;ed that nu:ra;oyne tried to r;,iVtt th~ impl'fllasion 

that 9ongre1e b.e.d brokea the. s~ratoga agreemertt ... , If thh idea would beootne 

ger.uu·al1 thilltl l!hu•goyne W(i)'Uld be free to join hie tlrmy to Howe'e•· Oong:reo& 

had elilowed its willingnees t.o com~)ly with the t,ernle ot' the oupitulation by 

liiEind1n& tht 04\R&di~n pr:h:sanera home on their promhee to f'ight no mONh Yet 

Oarl~on had t&roed thee• same men to t$.ke up e.m.a again ( Xll, PP• ccxxxvij ... 

COXXXil )•: S'b;i.U ll third p§l'I!IOn Wl"it:l.ng to the banker aaid that Sura;oynet $ 

troaps b:roke the agreement when they dnmJ'lged or demtx·oyed their anne 'beto:re 

~-<11:1¥ !'filii 

! ·I 
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delivering them to Gates. He &ll'!O pre~~J.ented fivt~J proofs of t.he .f'act that 

it~· intended that Burgoyne'~a army wu.e to join Howe•e in violation ot 

the eapitulat:Lon (XII, pp- coxlj~ocxlH' ). This wrl t.ert ·a i"inal urgument. 

was that ()@ng!'&UI hlld a pert•ot. right to hold Burgoyne• s arnw- bE!IoauH 

pa,ymem. bali! mo11t lten ma~e :f'ot• .the p~oddona furn1ahed it. by th& . .vnericane 

(In t p.., ec.dU3 )., The IU\eWE!tr made by Oona;reas to t.he demandt.ii of' the 

e~ienoatu:''$ Wl!Ull' in thtt form ·Qf a reeolution eta.tin.g t.ha t. au:rgoyna t e 

trl\)~$)• Vfolltld nQ'\ be rdoaettd until GHat a:ritutn had re.ti fied t.ha convention 

iitlearly 11\nd explicitly ( Xl!j PP• Oelxj.,..oclxi3 )II 

Thte ended the reporte ilt ·t.he .~~.ire~~ on the que..:rrele over the 

alleged 'VitT>l.at;S.one of the sarntega convention a.nd mJ.a.oond'!Act of Burgbyn$. 

ia Muu~iolll,, 'fh~~tl"e tan 'be littl.e dwbt ln thb l'Nlltt.er 'thn:t there was a 

great deal $t taulty Cotlduot on tha part ot Bu.rgoyne as well e.e the min:bt:ey. 

The aoet11;tnt. i:n t.h• At!~iree illu~~Jtrl!l:te• wel1 1 howevEu:1 the dif:tieulty of 

condueti:ng a war by 'Order a f:r():;.~ offio:ttilla eenral .t.houeand m1l•a aw&y., 

'JU.tlll reae.rd to th~ alleged violat:lont ot ,th• saratoga cmwention, 

it appta:ra l:Utely, oon111ide.ring the tn.et111 in the Atf&ire• t.o 'be oor:reot11 

that '\he Mole tnat't&:r eould have been settled by a mere re.:tif'ication by the 

ling and Parlitament. ot the saratoga ag:raement. However,. it rn.ay be that 

r&tititat1on wae n<.::ttt u ldmpl• as it sounds dnce euoh aet,ion would probably 

ha,ve mlftattt. th e:t thle~~ !118 :riliUln e'ha.telll we:re reoogn1~ed a. a ind epe.ndent by Great 

!;,itnin; Then,. too, the easy accept1>4nce ot tn:ts oonvl!mt.ion by the 'ministry 

and tho omee,quent efttlin!· ol!' the dhput~ with Burgoyne might. havt.l entailed 

a oondderable adm1u1on or error on the JH:~rt or B:r-itish off1oiale.-



'rhll •titl!ldy htal htum m&.de tor th{!) pu:rpon of pruE~nrt;1ng the a:btitudet 

ct the Aft"ji~e! .it 1r.J:.!!al~,;or!,! ~ .!:\!,. !• f)dr:l;,g,l?:! on quutiona aeeooiatttd 

with the AntE!tdtan. Revol:ut:ton. 'Z'ba 3 ou:rna.l waa deaigned to 1nf'lu&noe the 

Frent.\b. people aad gov:erment to aid the AlJO.er.io~ants. Ther0f'ol:Vil it na l»arlU.l 

tawa:rd '\ht Amtt10UI!I t:rom thG beginnlng. '!'his partidity b&oue &nate:r 

&1!1 ttm.e- parused. ly the timiE!' tht joum.a.l hnd n,nched the hdtwq point 1n 

its te.:r&Gr1 tall 1!1®1'bl.Qtu.~~· of impartiality had d:l.aappetu:ed. 

The gta':CO,!I printed practicdly nothing which wu not ~A«Uioch.t•d 

'flrith th• I!:D\I•d~xt R•volu.tion~ At various tim!illa the London binker inoludtd. 

in hil le\t.~t:rs repute of t.h& p:roeeadlnge of' the aee~rably of the !ut India 

Oompany er fll·hlilar matexoto.l. When euoh materid apparently had no bttt'l.rifll 

~ the. cond\latt of i.me war o:r matt.en conneot.ed with it,, tho bwlker l.U~uallr 

ex:pls.tn•d wbr bEt ~ma1dored thie certdn report ot vduo in the tt.udy of 

the m,f:t"!.;.i:re· ot W.nglud and Arae:rica. For narn;;)le1 at one point he pre~Nd 

his :rl!)pol"t of th$ proetl!f .. dinge ot the Ea.at India Oanpany by maying thM&.t th•a• 

mat.\en wtre ~porta.nt 11l the dispute between england and l.mt:rioa b•oautt 

Englw would have to d~JJpe.nd upon Indil:l. to r&pluoe the o~mu9ree which woulcl 

:be l.oet if an• riel!\ reoEti.ved ita indep$ndenee (VI !I, ,,. P• 100). fhl 

etttphad$ 1n the psdodice.l. we.• on the Europee.n 111!1pl:loationlll ot th.• w&r 

and G$ptalally on those au!lpeote which would be most. likt:~ly to intlt.uma 

I 

I 



~E~le.ttvdy little attention l'fal!l :•itl to the mUi,aAey eVtlnt• o.f t.he 
.. 1 

Thi t 1 e in oont:rast. w1 th tho utt:i tude tflk.~n by the i.':l.Pt.t.~ .2! ~e~~.•· 

11. hw e:ngageme~a which. rtHi~ived a gn1J1t deal of' ;.,ublie1t;y in ,:uro:.•
1 

atoh 

u t-he httle ot Saratoga, the lll:te£~' of '"UI~c, anci th~ nattl~t t1f' ormJouU;a, 

wer~~t a3.oo stll!"ess~d by the Atf'tt:i.:riUh The~ Suttle of' received 
Jit T•r I ~~ 

eonside:n.ble apa~e beoauae it had a ttrong int'luencal) o:n ht v.bout the 

Prenoh alUanQe, which wu the end toward Which trw ~·lito:nll WE!lt"a "~~lork1r•g• 

The a:£!air~~ devoted Htt.le sp£UU11 to thi neolurt•tion of Iruiependll1lnoe2 

althOI.itgh 1t did prixm a translation of tho dOOW!lent (li, 1 _ I'll• 8a-9~). 

The J'rwn.:ch .. Amarican alliance reotived a greut deul ot' attention. 

The ,M!e.ir~s ~ontdned a la.u·ge rl.Ul'ttb!!n· or tyros:r~lf.h:l.od cn•ror111 ax~d 

em the wholle ae rath~r poorly printed. Ih irrliiilgulttdty ~ho :~~U.®t hant 

bt~n eomewhti't. disconeertin,;., That the t!Hi:l.tora r••H~£t(i thh ifil lho11n by 

the !vie at the llU1l.d of Voluav~ XIV, wh1re ther atated their belilild' t.ha.t t.he -
pttbli .. WQUld apprt~to:tat~t the ~gular appeanmiJ& of th& banker• • lettt~rs 

t.h:fiU'8&f'ben· in tl:w Mart;~Urt 2! f.~1Ul0J a.nd the ,]OUl'tUill h~~9~i'lU'!_ !..t:. rol.it1 • 

. de G•nlt.w (XV,. t~~upplhent 1 pw 2) .. - .......................... 

1'hie journal printed a f'ai rly t:Hlt&Jlete story ot' tho eft'llHilh ort the 

Sri tiflilh Parliamer.rt of the hiring of mtu•oen,.ry t:r·oo;(.li!J. '!'he str·emgth ot the 



opp&llllition. i!t!Jpte.nd till be gnat if jud&rAmt. I'K*!'i' IHa•illl J::lll 

den:t.iit~~ reponed in thO) .A:f..\!if~.~~t· HoMvtt·, thtt vote1 or1 bi ihl 

t~••• Gtnu.~ •ol.di~r• showed t.ha n~aj ority to b~ , n !l a~t 

Th~aur; ia Pa.Plimnent who apoko again;t th~ err.,·loy;;.~mt. of 

i>rcibably wtre signifying thdr oppol!tion to the ::dnht ry 1.,or .. 

\/.Ute ot the~ •rcuttllUies. The ~f.£a.1W, tendtd to dhor®d.H. ~m1 
the Gill!tm!U\ troop• might hl.a'lf('J fo:r the Brithh • 

. In itt :rathel' lengthy reports on thfll hiatocy 

pro;,os.ah i:m. !lln&land~ the !f~a1,r~e; p:re>aented th<'l WI!Wt }:Oitlti o.t ttwM 

plan$ i:t!l a fairly Olear fashion. 'rh~Zt journal uhowed t~a~.~t, the:rt R1ill 

const dtu•a'Qle &entirunt tor ~uce in l'!ngla.nd svon though 

rtngland :reooa;n1tied that Anterioa vrould gain Us ind~.; cmd~tet~ tV~:ttttw.ll:r• 

Most of tho$e who otffn·ed methods. of J(l)ttling the w!lllrtil 

by eoonceit CC)n;iurations. The Howe eonciliHtOJ::'Y OOI:l<dnion ~~~.~ fi!l~t,!ndt 

uneuQeeee:ful bttHI&tUlfl 1t o:f't~red nothirlg to th11 to iu ~uc.t$ tha \o 

return to thai:r Sritilah a..l.higbne~. The pllill'l drBWrt u, Lon.! licurt..h :In 

1778 ~~ttigbt hnV€1 been weeeee:f'ul if' it hllti btHirL pl''lt~~:mtt<! ~"' Ui r. 

ae it did at the .aomflil ti'l.'lle 8.$ the French alli~;.,nOII'l, it wu dt,f.'lrJ.fld t¢1 h.:U.tlN 

frQlll; the beg,bmingw It wae probably an indic~tion ttut t.hlll Uriti!Jh iOWm-

ntent. was btgirudng to understand Uvat "~.hl!ll A~••·ic~·nt wttilttll 'I.¢J \)Air 

indep&nderUilfh It n:1ay be also th~.t thlli phn w~,~ <k to nuflltt.11 \hi 

a<a<Hl'lf.'tlinee !!If' th• French dlil.lnoe by th111 ,1\m~JdOI!llllh 

l l t.t eut tho ,~tt~irea showflld th11t th111 Brithh goVC~~lHlllllut. ·<nil 

ie-~J.o:re thl'li faet th~&t P'rtmeilt would b111 likely to dly h1ua~u· &Jl ttY~~ 4~~~,n1Ml'Uh 



Th«t ll!lin,ittrt OOJ:l,6l.iatently refused to hth?ld t.b• 

plll.rlf• thtl mirliat:cy duo appt:.: red to iirJ.<):rt tho 

fl(ll:e:\it$ $Yen after it Wl\111 WEill !.mown thut F rMQ.$ :int~~.tr!d~J to uttt 

fo:rcee to mid Ame:rica. .'na th~ ministed~o~l Oir>i:lOHililnh 

feigned lack of ktwwledge on th6 paxt ()f the tl!.h>ihlht.tution nti pll"llb-.bly 

due to the poor atate of thtl\1 Urithh M.Val f'Ol'OfUh 

the miscondu.ot of General &u•goyll61 in thfll d:i.ruot.ion ot• hill! liOrt.hom 

(H:!XttJ.•liil.if:Pi pQinte out ont of the important .rtii'HilOtJJ l'thy Grt~t. »ritlliJ1 '!!till 

to h$ed the l!'tqt.a~tat of '\hi Oont.in~ntal OtlilB;Hie tor t'o.rn~e~l 

·.)f the Saratoga oo:m.vention, it is prob&l.bly true t~.t t.he I1linhtry t"eeogrliMd 

the fmet that to rntity the agre8ment would btl) to ace«~~vt thlii 

of the! thbtom eolQniee am an taOCalllt)lieh~d fa.~t. 

so U ttle effort lft$.1!1 made by the erJ:tt.or1 to coneed thC!l p•u·t.hi.U't.t 

of th$ . .;.t~~i~! tho.t it aeenu:a tod~y tht~t ar.11on$ t~hould h1,1Vt iH)n able to 

been impl'11SIII~d hy tl:ll!l a:r·gwnentth 

'I'h~t nutterlale 1Jl"~GI!H1t6,l in the f.i.,_~~:u:l.ret,!!!, l' 1 :l'til~~ ... t\lilrr!_.!.!:. !I 

1:,1 .Ma4h·.i(l~f arE:~ btpo:rf:.llili.t f'or the view wh1oh th111;r t,i.VtJ~ oi' !';ethcdf& 



di&Hiemino.tin,g 1a•opngandt\ during the per!ou or tho Ame 1. :tt~~n Hevolut:l.on • 

.!1 study of thie journal h aho ValU!i\hh tor th~ 81., 11cd.!'io attitudes 

! ! 

.. 
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.rtingt pas toujo~rs 4tlec lel obipns 
rigoureufos du retolir plriodique. En ft 

. tniiuzgeant plus. de Liberti a ca Izard. 9" 
~urra retarder ou avancerla pUJlication 
de chaque cahier. felon le plus ou moins 
a efiace dans lequel le pour & le contre 
fo jeroTUdivdoppis. 
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A FF:A'I RES· 
DE ~'-ANGLETERRE 

ET DEL'AMERIQUE. 

177 6. 

PRECIS 
. . 

Des daufes. pecuniaires des Traites 
pour les Troupes Auxiliaires. 
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