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INTRODUCTION 

\!ha p~os• of thia problem 1.e to mak$ a. comparative 

l'budJ of the eeonomie statua ot the h:tsj:l sehool teachers 

d\U'ltlg the yea~ 10521 wh:1th is auppof1Jedly the low yaatJ duta:tng 

the 4epreua:t.on, and the yl!)at- lQ56. 

Theil."& has been no e.ttempt made ·to build a sa.laey 

eehedul•,. nol' to j1.Wt1.fr or e:v1t1(d.ra:J the p:vesent sala.ey 

lillV'elB. Wetther 'h.e.s lll.'tiJ attempt been ma.de to d1ff$:rent1ate 

betvtaen high &ehool CJ.d itl$ntantta:J!11 school eala:r1es_. ne>r 'be ... 

twe(!}n the salaries of :men and womt~m. It is not the purpose 

of tha at'Ud)" to gi'l'fe aJ'gt.mll)nts foX' o~ against bighett ~ualar1es. 

!he main theme ot tbi • atudy ia to compa.re tine Pt1X'C:has:1ng 

power ot tb$ nigh sehool. teaeherts dolla:t' in the two years, 

105$1 and 1938. 

:Ma.ny :tteterencee are being made, at the present# to 

-va:rioua ln~,easEua 1n salaxw by local boards o:r 'duos.t1on. 

The usual tragedy lies in the fElet that peop,l$ do not see tal'!' 

tn.O'Ugh 1ntlo the lt'ee.l 11 tuation to understand just how small 

o~ how large a five or ten p.ar cant rastorat:L on really is, in 

relation to th$ present living conditione. 

It is the intention of th:Ls study to give a. more graphic 



piet.u~e ot the situation and to present some of the tact& 

l!leeestat7 to get a clearer Yiew ot the high aohool teache:t's' 

aalarltUJ as 1 t e:da'bt !n the atate of tans as. In an endeavor 

to do this, a n'Ul'l1'be:t' ot questions 1tnmed1a tel1 oome to the 

tront.. Some ot these -.~e t was the year 1S32 really the low 

r-eal' to:t' h1sh seb.oo:L teaoh~:rs t1nano1ally? Did high school 

tee.ehers r•••tv• a higher t'eal lncome in 1958 than in :1.932? 
' ' ' . . ' 

Wb.a.t •• the &"'ttl'agt eal~ry in the state to~ the two yea:r:'II:IT 
' L ' ! 

And W!':~At •• the purcbasJ.ng powe11 o:t the teaeherfs dolle.1-

.4ut-ing tb.es• two rea:rat All ot these quest:tooa 1 and man:v more 

in this field, AX'& pertinent tio teaehet-s and alb:n1n1strato:rs as 
' 

well as to boaX'da ot edu0at1on .. 
•, 

~ortanee of the Study 

A g$ne:£'1at1on or eo ago the gl."eate~ per oent ot the 

be-ehers looked upon a teaGb1ng position aa one o~ transient 

obarac1u;;,• and in mat:L7 tai!UDt we;.tte m.e~ely p~epar1ng themaelves 

·:ro~ tome oil~ex- ftelcil of. ••t1Yity. With th& d•velopment of 
., 'l ' :' ~ 

teath&t-1 eolleses and tll• pl'O~tUJ$100. of teaeh!.nt;.h the~e aeas 

t.o be more adeq'Wilte salal'ies, mprE! pel:'lllSnent tCtnure and. a 

srteady increase in tb.,e Sf;uaw:ttr ot tbe tefilehflx-., 

.It is vital tor te.aohe:t-.1 to know tb.e :relationship of 

the eoet ot living to th.e111 own weltarm. sua there: aaema to be 

a eommon tendencr to impose upon the te-.ob.er a oonsid.cu."able 

po;rtion ot the necf!ssary rtduotion in public ~pmd1turttth 



Stud1ea auoh as the Bureau o.f' Labo~ St$.tiet:tcs compiled for 

the t•df!'Jt~~al SOVIX'mttfh'C t a~e weighted fox- anwal worker1 . :ra the~ 

th.lan for the as.l!tried profeeaional workers. . Teaohe:ra • aalax-1es 

and the col!!l t of .U 'V'!ng 'b$oome s1gn1:f'ioant 'When ·1 t is tound. the. t 

'bh$ t\a:be. en the •eonornte status of the teaohe:t- have been :neg ... 

1e:e+;ea.. 

~'bhel:' ed:Qeation fol' the average teaohe:r is beoomit1g 

~hnest manda.to~r" and more and more teachers are taking short 

eo~e•s J.aet1ns a mca1th Qr 11JK weeks in oree:r to· set turther 

t!rain1ng along a p~t1culli.Ut line. To be at all e.tt:te1411lnt !n 

hia •eeupe.t1o~ th& teuacllf.lr has to •pend a certain per cent ot 

h.il sal.a~ to~ ·.sp~e:tai:tzcild boo~s and :ma.g9.zinee as well as tor 

pro.tEUli:Sional and. Jeneftl types of li teratuve. 
I : ' 

~avel 1• ~eoomtng 1nc:reasingly d.eusirable .tor teacher.:~. 
Ha:t-old F. OlA~k1 stat•••· '*'l:f at all possible, es.oh tea.ob.et

ahouut plan fo:.t- a trip ea.oh year o:r eveey othe:rt ;reax- at leaat •l' 

:ro:r theae rel:tall<>nl 1 t 1 s extremely important that the 

~eaohe,, haw mol'ie it:l:fo~t:ton th$n :ts now tt'V'a1labl$ :raga:rd1ng 

adequ.at.$ l!i!Jan&lx<lllll of u,eaehetts' expend1 turts • 

lfbia .study is divided into five ohapters.. Th«t first !.s 

an !ntroduotor1 e'hapter- explaining the stud:r • The second 
........... ' '111' f '. r; 



Gbapter 11 the :FU .. sto:t"1 ot the fh.tb3tact and Related Studies • 

Ohapter three conaistm of the cost of living 1ndex n'l.ml.bere 

tot- the two years tttken 3in to a.eeount. The .fourth Qhapter 1s 

a ata:bt>ment of the ltansas teacha:t~a' •a.le.rles fo:r 1952 and l938. 

'fht~t fifih and final. eoo:pte:r 1noludes the summ~ and oonolu• 

aions . ., . 

Jou:roes of Data 

!he matel'ial wuad has been gatha:t:-ed. tttom ma.ny different 

aotu.•••• and wr1te:rs.1 and. ref'et-enees have been made fl:"eely tQ 

auth.o:J:~~1 t:te• on th& 1ttbj0et~ 

r.t'he: pamph1$t ot WQlter Oroa.by Eells,~ :,,..otes~Bor ot Edttea"" 

t!on, St~tord unt ve)lls:l.ty, feaekuars' '-!1-f.arie,e; Wl~ ~J.1.e. £os,t .!!. 
.t-tv~!S~· hal betn ot' gt*es.t asa1stanoe .bl the presentation of the 

hiato~ o~ .. this: p:mlb~~nt t:rom 'bh$ yea:J:J 1913 to the fea~ li:52 1 

where thifill ~Study atarts .. 

!he ooet o.f living lnd.elt numbe.~~ tor the diffe:ttent yeavs 

haw be$n takEin from the repol"tat o-f the trni ted States Depart ... 

mtmt of tabor,, B~eau of Labo~ Sta~1st1ca,~~ wb1oh are published 
"'·'' 

in bUlletin foftl1 as well as in the lfOli.f~'P-;lz .l:!\b.op, Re;v:1ew.,3 

'E'le Ste. te Supe~tntendent' s "Report ot Teachers t Salar! es 

in Pu'blie •ehool Systal'!1S of Isnssut~., 1• was help.tu.l in tQ$tab1:tsh1ng 
.,_, . I I •. ; t ttl W . ; 

' 

I Waltfbr 0.3.-.osby Eells, Teaehera' Salar:telll and the gosrt of 
U'Yintt• 19331 stantord Un!vem~Jri,.,_ l?reis,·· {}4'p);i~ ·-- _ ... , .... -
~~~~~ 'fj'j ~If'!' ., 

3 llonthlz I.s.bo.£ A•v:ta.w .. Vol. 45 and 4:61 Sentem.btr .. 193'7 .. 
and Mta,roh., ' tfJI!~-; ... , " ~. ~"' ' · "' .t/' "' "' 



:1. C:, Sh:uttlew6·:t'th1 hne written two e.rt:tole$ uno1lar 

and Real Income1 · ot Pub lie School IJ:leaclu):tt'-'5 and 1Dolla~ a.nd 

l'bllal :tnc.ome of' TeaehEl:tts • fl6 Both of thlllse we~ used in bring• 

ing the hiato!ft1 of the aubjett do'Wn to date I! 

~f>: !report of the . OOlmlli tt$e on the· "Eeon()m.ie Status of 

the 1!ealhett1Jr7 :\1!4·d.Gh appea,.-ad ln the RetUHtreh Bulletin of .!P. .. t 
.~,.t~nn-a~l !1 .. dP,O$t1;qr. Aasooiat:too, elosely eo:r.rele.tea this pres• 

., 

ent 1.tud:y to ·.'Qhe 4tJg:r•• ot giYing hiator1eal 'b$.cks;round and 

findings ot questionnaires 1ent t.o tee.ohf$}l."$ of th1r·t'1-ee'\1Etn 

c1 t:les du.:t""in.g the yea 'of l93S.. These queat:tonnaires answered 

by &!Some 2500 teachers asked queJ!Jt1on.s eance~ing the £ollow1:ng 

problemst (l) soul'ces of inoomeJ (~) ~rent bo~owtng and 

a'*eduetion o:r debt; (3) nat asaets aeo"Umul.atledJ (4) d.ist:t'l'1bu .... 

t1on or inoome among major items ot budget' (5) 1neome needed 

to lllatnta:tn a. desi:rable atandard {)t 11 '\tinea ( 6) ineo:m.e tatatus 

of tea:oh~l"a and other ooeupational g~oups; and (7) "Wa:ys of 

1mp;t'ov1ng the eeo:nonde sta~ ot tE:~aehe~a. Oont$rtta of thim 

x-epo~t w:tll be referred to f~om t1m& to tiue. 

4 W •. !!!. Markham, "'reao.hers' Salaries and Public. SC!lool 
Syat.ems. ot. K.a .. :r:usas, tr Sohoob and aogte·tz, Vol; 44, Aum,•t 22 .. 
lG36, P• ~a e.. . · · · ·- · · · · · - . · ei- ,. 

6 Ft 0 • Shuttlewo:t'th, n;oc)lla:JJ and Real Ineome of 
'l'eaohe~s,·~ llh.ooJ ... an~ ~-R.~i.e,tz, Vol. 39,. May 261 19341 p~ 683., 

· . S li'· 0 • Shuttleworth,,. "Doll&.~ and Real· Xneome o.f PU\!Ilio 
Sohoo1 ~eaehtrs.,• Edu.ia.ti9pa,l A~,ts·nmt:t,oe_ !t,l;~ ;~pex-y~s:tpn. 
Vol,. Sl.t Filbl"'Wl~ !. tl3!, P• ~1. , ... 

l l~:e 1 ~ltton~l !l!rl¥B!ii9;ltS.,~ .. ~;eo .. oia t~.op, .. ~~s.ea~c~ ~11~~~~~ , 
Vo • o 1 . ep em er, · .. , P•· ..., • 
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B.. w •· Fl'"a.~ier8 points to the l<mg·t~:me trend~ ·as they 

e..ffeet tEU10b~l"S 1 wsthe;r than the aE:ipression tendeneieS • nl)e• 

pression tendtne1es, like eddies· in sWift stremns, tlo\d.ng 

in roug;b. channela 1 otten tem.pol"$.t-ily r&Yeree the d:l:tfeation of 

the :main tlow ot $Vents.Ft9 'mlale long•t:tme .trende e.nd not 

the dept-$Std~olt .tel'ldene:tes are the. best guides to the 1nd1V1dual. 

teaohlf~· in ~k1ng of profe,siotJ.al plans~ and to seho.Ol a.dtninis.

t~tox-s in adjust:!.~ schoo.l policies. 

B, R, Buold.ngh.am1
10 w}lQ was chairman or. tb.e committee 

on .the tt~~,~~e;>m1c ste.tua o:r the Weaehe:r1 tt which in turn. was 
' ''• ,·, 

esta'bl!ahoo b7 the National Educational Assoe:tation, repoltts 

the t1ndin.gs of this committee 1h the Resea:reh Bulletin o:t the 

Ass.oe:tat1.on,f It waa the scope tlnd.. pt.1.rpose ot the C®lmittee:~ as 

1aen by the eha.:b:~.n 8 to throw llgh.t upon the t1ne:no1a.l eta.nd· 

ing ot the teachers J to appraise on a bas1$ of· aaoe:rrbs.1ned 

taetJI tM satiafaotion wb:teh teaeh1ng atf$:rds 1n freedom from 

t:tnaneit:al worey am in etH')nood.e 1ndependenncftt.•11 

The rep()l:lt developed Certain tv:b&~I!St1ng and 1tnporta:nt 

taet1 Which are 1n keeping with the trend et this problem, and 

1.re here ats.ted u reported by the Oolml:dirbee.UJ 

S J3,, w. P:vas1G:r, 1':0~pvesrd.on fendenoiee \!'$ ~· tongw':f'ime 
'I'ren. ds A.ffeet:tng Teaoh$:rJiil! "" /!i~:t.~~n Sahool 5ao.am iO'l.lm!fl.~t 
Vol; 91~ SeptEmber, 19351 p~ §. 

9 !b1d • 
..,.1 ti!A.jl¥4 

10 #!fat:tonal Deliberative Oom.m:Lttees in Education, r. :rts.• 
m'-~\1 ~.l.~i~~~ gt the 1;srRrua.l"!a't~~:top.e.,~ A~.~.o.!?.1-~t:tpn, voX~ 1 o:. ~ ·. -ep. am.oer 1 ~ p ... ·"' , 

ll Ibid. 

lS National t>elibe:rativEt Oonmi tt\tas, 9R.• .9.~.~ ... l'h 191• 



/ (a.) That tht~ eoonomie w~lfare of teachers depends 
:ttm.ch upon the Jaw of supply and demsmd; (b) makes 
to~ fair wages and :J:Jac.aons.'ble employment) (o) that 
attrac-tive. wo:rking conditions Will bring highly com
petent t.~acb.f:ll!'l ·in ~n tttet w1 th ehild:ren; (d) that the 
atthlpts to et\tir problema :tn teacher demand s.nd sup• 
ply have btaen tl1po:ra41tH (e) that !:there 1s a need for 
"ontinu.oua fac~·sathe:tt!.ng and :r&tH!)s.rohJ (f) that ad
ministrative adjustmmt;e and e~erime!lmttatione should 
follow Stlt"?e-ys of ecnd1t1ona, and (g) that the prima1'7 
l'¢ll$pons1b1lity for leadel'Sh1p in the above problems 
t-estta on such state agenoies ~a..s state depa1'tmenta of 
eduea.tion1 state boa.x-ds of ed:u.ca t1 on., and the state 
supe~!ntendentlit of public .inetru.ct:lon, 

7 

The ~~Jalax-1es ot high achool. teachers for the two yee.)."s 1 

1959 and. 1938• were taken t~am. the P:rino:tpal.'$ Otganisation 

r&porta filed eaoh year in the oftiee of the State supe!r:tn• 

tend$nt1 at .Topeka.- Itansa.~~·,. ltaoh fou.r ... 'fear hi(:~ sehool in the 

atate was listed as to :rat!~, rullm.ely ela.ea nA," "B," ••o.• and 

•D, rt and the sala1'7 ot eaCh teua.eher "R.s Emtel:'ed as ll't'J!l: 1nd:t.

v::tdua1 ftguN., l!'hEH\Hl'l figures were avettaged1 ,both aecoz.CJ.ing to 

the tchoolts o.le.st:~1t1cation and for the entire group of Kansas 

high lo.hool teaeh&rs. Some few schools whoae p:M.ncipa.l or 

supel!t1nttndent ha4 not reported on the salal-1ee paid the teaehe:.t's 

wel'(l a:u.toa tieall'f lett; out of this st'Udy,. In all cases 1 sa,.l ... 

aries of supeMnttndenta and principals were not tmtered in this 

av~age 1 ~o:t- we~e p~~~~~t1m.e ·teachers, Theile s.verasem wGrtll com

pa:r-E:l<l w1 th tb.e oo• t ot liv1n~ index n:umbers a.s established 'b7 

the Eureau of' Le.'bo~ Stat1st:toe J the valtw.t:ton ot the teacb.er '• 

dollt.~, the:reby, be1ng dete~ned tor the two years, 19~2 ca.nd 



'fhe usual resee.:reh methods were employed in developing 

the bistor'j" liU~ ba.ekg~Otlnd of the study. 



HISTORY OF SUBJECT AND IDUATl~D STU.t)J:ES 

As it is the purpose of this study to discuss the cost 

ot livlng indie~e and their applications to tea~ha~s• sala~ies# 

e. S.tu:•vey of how these :tndieea are eomp1led 1a 'Ueoasaary. 

Tha :National Induf!ft~ial Oonte:renoe Boa:rd and the Un1ted 

States Bureau of Labor Statiatioa, each. compile reliable and 

eomm.only used, indices of living costs; however, the latter is 

used much more extenaivel:y1 &'.nd its method ot detemination 

should be expl.a1:noo ~ 

Poring the years 1890 to 1913 the index computed by the 

Bureau of Ie.bor waet based on pri.ees of food oollffoted f:ttom a 

number of large cities.., Expansion. in 1913 'brough data on not 

only toad but clothing, rent, fuel and light, household fur ... 

n!sh!ngs,.. and lldeealla:neous 1 tems • The numbel" o£ cities from 

which data vtere gatliereo. increased trom ~ilne to time un:hil :tn 

1920 :f':tfty-one cities were :tnolttded. 

In the coneti*Uetion of the 1nd.ex the Bu:raau started 

using 1913 aa the bam.io year and. arb1tN:vily s~t lOO as the 

coat of l:tving du:r1.ng th:l.s year,. A separate a:n.<l. diatinot index 

of the ;rarioua oombs o.f the it..,nua, fcod.1 olothing_. re:nt1 tuel 

and ligh.t., hottseholcl tumishing~a, and misof!l;lla.naoua itel'l'lS a:trte 

computed semi-annl.l.Qlly. Te.l1le I erlowa hovr tl:H~ae hs:ve vt:r:t.ed 

ta:lnCU!l 1913 ~ 



lO 

'fABlE I 

INDl~ :m1.MBERS OF nnOuPS OJ:r IT'J::r~s li!llTER!NG INTO COS'l! OF LIVnla· 

IN UNl:TlllD B'l'ATES .1 m::CEMBER 1913 TO 1932 

Cloth ... Fuel Ho'l.We All 
nate J'O.Qd ing REJnt Light Ji..'trn, !111 .. sc.-.. Items 

Av- 1913 lOO 100 100 lOO lOO lOO lOO 
:Oec. '1914 

' ' 
10& l05 lOl 101 110 105 103 

Dee. 1911 105 105 lOl 101 111 107 106 

Dee. 1916 :Lie 120 102 lOB 128 l.l3 118 

DEHh 1917. 157 149 100 124 151 141 142 
··I''·• 

Dec• 1916 187 205 100 148 214 166 172 

Dec. 1919 liil7 268 125 151 263 190 199 

Di>Ot 1980 
','' 

178 256 l5l 194 885 208 200 
: ' 

:O~a .. l,9Sl. 149 184' 1:61 lBl Sl8 206 1'74 

neo,· 1022· 14, '171 162, 186 aoa 201 170 

tree." 1923 150 176 167 184 222 202 1745 

Dee* 19M. 152 171 169 lBl il6 202 173 
~Hl. 

Dee., 1925 166 169 167 187 214 204 178 - ' ~ l ........ 
Deo~ 1926 ).6~ 167 164 l88 208 204 176 

neo. 19S7 156 185 ~62 lSl 205 206 17$ 

Dee. :U.H18 156 163 :tse 191 aoo 207 171 

Dee. 1929 l58 161 162 179 198 208 171 

nao,lll 1930 137 lJ53 147 175 186 206 161 

l:UiPO• 1931 ll.4 136 136 lESO 167 205 l46 

De.o. 1932 99 l22 118 157 147 lQ9 132 

l )(o11t~~~ J:e:tJor .ti~Y1-.a1., Vol~~t 581 No. 2, P&b:rtl$.%'y, 193~ 
P• 450•31. 



ll 

'l'o f1n4 the index numbex- ot the oost of living the 

six $&pars..te ind.i-C!UU\1 are combined.. Since the expend! tures of 

each are not unifor.mly dietributed1 it is neeessary to have 

some we1gb.t1XJS lll7Stem. The system used in the index is based 

on tne •xpendituree ot 12#096 tam1l1es ot sa~ried workingman. 

Th·ese fa.iliea apent on the averagC!t 38.2' of their living 

oost1 to~ fot>d, le.e$ tot~ ol.oth1ns1 13.4% :tor rent, 5.3% tor.

tual. an.d light, 5~1% to~ ho.usehold fu:t"niahings, and 21.3$ for 

ld..ltellaneO'WJ items .. 2 Thea a l2:ve:t-agess are tlten applied. to eaoh 

ot the sUe :1ndex l1U\'rlb.et's in the following :mtumer. 

(Fo~ JUne, 1959)1 

Food p~icetJ are obtained monthly f'rom 15 to 25 g:roeers;t 

m•at dtal•:rs1 bakers- and da1eyrnen in each ot the fifty•one 

ei t:tes who&& quotations ave u~aect. Fuel and light are also ob

te.1ne.d t~om ~egular correspondents, as are gas and eleotr.te1ty 

f'i~em aa well aa ooal and wood pr1ees which arce reported by 

lO to l5 f1:rme :tn eaoh city. Much of the othet' data aile s.eeured 

by personal ·vi·li ts o:t :t'epresEmtativel!l of the Bureau., 
t 1"11 rt 11JP flf kfsp~' I I nr I 

S Walter Orosby Eells, Teaoher• r Salaries and tha goat 
.2! U;vins.• 19331 Stanford Univ'era!ty PX*ess, p'. '!4-;-- · 

3 !b1fl.. 
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Xn later year• the indices or the average eoat of all 

goods pu.vc:b.a.sed by ata.lax-:ted worke:t'ls are constructed, us:tng an 

av1age of the :vea:t-a 1923 to 1925 u the batse. Since most of 

th.e recumt uta ax-e published with the figUl'e of 100 used a1 

an. ave)!lage for the yEUill'til 1995 to 1995, this study will. carry 

graphs and. 'bt.bl.elil' a.«:utordlnsl:r• Th$ quotations, as secul!'ed tn 

the t1fty-ont \'d.dely su.ttered e1 tiers, ·show considerable vatJ1 ... 

l.tion• Of tb.e$1 :C1ti.eSD;, Kansas Oit'11 l!J.asourl, is proba.bl:y 

the: b¥Utt i"eprl$8~&ntat1'V!fl locality that could 'be \Wed in respect 

to the state of X:e.nsae. 

It is evident thAt the weighting, given to these six 

ltellll of expense, is not \Yell suited to teachers. From Mr. 
' ' ' '< • I ' ' >I ~ ' 

Da\l':ts •' aJ"btele t t es.n be 1een that· the three itf:.lln$·~:rent1 
tuel and l!.~:rb of the lowest; ula.rted teache:tt is onlt 50 per 

eent of the tQ'ba\l living oosts as eom.~ared. with 73 .. 3 per tent 

used .in the Burea.tt of Labor Ste.tisti.es index number. In th1s 

st'Udy of the 26l.S Cleveland tee.ehe:rs,5 b7 M:r., Davis, aa well 

a1 !ellst :atudy,a "Sala%7 and Oost ot Living ot Fresno, Oe.l:t. .... 

tomla, Sebool lfeaohe'.PS," tends to $how the. t mtsce llaneO'I.Ua 

1 th!tm$ accoun:bed for tnox-e than halt o:t the teachers r budgets" 

4 :s:. H. Pav:ta., ftJ!eacherst Sala;,ey and Oost of L1vins1 " 
Educationa1 :Releareh Bul1et1n 1 Vol• ll, Ooto'be:r-1 1932, P• 345, 

rl e q l•"Pp 1 •• 1 ~ W ,;, t , 

s .~j-2-· 
6 lll~lls, !ll. .. tt..t •. , P• le. · 
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as compared to on~ one•fitth ot the workingman's budget. 

Xt is well known that eueh items am itU!Iu.ranoe, !tnter• 

est1 taxes, tuitions, cha~1ty1 association me~barahipa and 

other ~xpanees which £'t1ll und.e:tt the h ee.d1ng of miaee llaneous Jl: 

httvt not shown any patttieula~ reduction in recent -yeara • 

Since misc.ellaneouB 1 tarns :mske, up a larger proportion of 

tea$h&r.s' lt ving coats tl:.ta.n the 21,5 per cent used by the in• 

dex 1 t.. :ts e'ten more evident that the weighting g1 van ·by the 

B~ee.u of Laber Sts.tiet:tes is not well adapted to teaehera. 

The ettflndard.s of things, .for which teaenera spend theit" m.one7 

all'e "Clnl:'eliable fOl' loca.l Situations, and more 1n.f"OI'm.9.t1on is 

needt&d. 1n spite o.f the faet that the:r'e have been ~ny 1nvest1• 

gabi®s of this phase of the problem.· The report of the Com ... 
l 

m.1 ttee on the «Economic Status of' the Teachers"" g1vea the 

:t.n.tox-mation fo\Uld in 'I'able II1 whioh is the a11eXJtag&. pe:tt oenta 

of income ua&d for the various purposes by teachers • 
' When this ta.ble :te eompartld. w:t.th expen,di tuX~$S of othex-
.f.· 

ealat-ied :WOJ."'ket-s it shows that teaehor~ spend :mueh lese o:f 

theix- income tor tood~ olotbJ.ng and sheltel:', and a le.:t-gc.~ per• 

et;tnta.ge to:v eduea.t:ton, tra\N:ll" and fo't' 'bookl and mstgar:ines, 

bhan de the other IIULlaried pxwofess:tonal o lass. 

·It 1$ w.ell ·known that teachers • sala:rles oatmot be evalu ... 

atea in tenns of .actual amounts ot money received} but only with 

~ ·~ fL It I 
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. ~A:BLE II 

AVERAGE PER OF~~S OF INOOME USED roR VARIOUS 

fURPOSES EYTEAOEERS 

Ol~thing •• • 10% 

Shelte~ • u .. 19,& 

Real:th • ti. • .. 5:lC 

Reoreat:t.on a.n.d Education ••• , i. 12% 

Gifts & Aids to :Dependants ~ • • .. 13% 

Taxes and Miaeelle.neous ......... lO% 

li'eferenoe to the purchasing power of that salary. The changes 

of the li v:1.ng co a ta and the fluetua tiona of the price of a om.,.. 

monl~ used c•odit1 e~ ~ 'both from year to year and from plaee 

~o pl.aoe,. a!l:'e t!Uldlie.:r:- to all who l1ave anoy economic :J:~eaponsi;.. 

b:t li td.es at all. During the World War px-1cera soared to th!'ee 

and toU'r timea their pl?ev1ous levels, 'i'be yea~s 1mmed1atel1 

tollow.tng thi) .economic chaos of 1929 tound prioes going lower 

than at an,- pe:tt1.od d'l.tt":tng the put deoad.e. "What is needed, 

however, 1.19 aoma l'efined. maa.s'l.n'e o£ the amount of' these changes 

fl'om. year to year and in dif:tar$0t parts of the eountZ7' espeo:tal-. 

ly u thew afteot teaehers .• "a 

m.eeutiHlliona ooneex-n1n.g teaehe~,. salar:tfHll usually em, ... 

pl•uusize the ttost ot l1 dng as the ehie:t faoto:r of impo~anee. 

Sinoe 1913 the cost ot living had steadily gone upward until 

1920 f:lnd the U.S'l18.l line ot reasoning prior to the depreas:tcm 

was tba t beeause of th1s ine»eallH!), eohool teache:rs t salaries 
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should keep pace w-:t tb. ·the higher living ''H')Stsh 'l'he fact 

that the peak was r-eaohed in 1g2o wae not genertally con .... 

s:tder&d a valid. :tteaaon fox• cutting salaries, 'baca'U.SEll the pre ... 

ceding period ot :tntla:bi on had oaused teachers t ee.lari es to 

d&cline !n p1;U'el:J.«U!ling powe~. Partly to make up :tol' this~ 

moat s®etol syatems ttta.intained the aa.llaJt'l'y level d:ur.tns the 

decade tGlltMing 1Q20.*' 9 

A fundtullental factor that must not be forgotten :tm 

that d~~g the 7eQ~S 1915 and 1916, whil~ pr1ees were steadi• 

l,- :rising~: the sf1la:t-ies of high school ttlachers showed no 

s1e;n1f1eant increase until the 7ear 1918. This lag 1n salary 

1nereaaes tEmda to prove that fixed salartee adjust tb.e1neelves 

Mthe:r al.wly to upwavd ehf.nges in the cost ot living. 

EE~lla10 compave!l the las of the wage obiangee of the 

teacher w1 th .the lag Qf the was•·eamer ta and finds that wages 

pa1d the 1cw ... flualall116d WCJrketts are muoh more $e:ns:tt1ve and 

flexibl~ to ohangea in the cost of living than are tsa.oh®rs' 

salaries. t.l!he ooet o:t living and the hourly wage 1n 1na:ustry 

a.dve:need &l:most 111htlllld in hand tt ft-an the yea.re 1915 to 1919, 

the lag being l•s• than half a year, 1n•tead of two or three 

years as in the ease o:r teacher• • '1'. H, :Br1ggs11 vel& tel, 

"The ltat~tt to profit fl'o:m p:r.osperit7 ahould not be the first 

to feel th$ pinch ot depreseton." 

1At F I ;II I ) I', h 

9 Harold. r, 03.$$1 Int:roduot1on to Eoonomioal ~roblem!h 
{Macmillan oo., 1$136).. P• ~!'~ " " - - · · ' 

10 Eells, SU2.• .2!...!•1 P• 46, 
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Although the index m.unber o.f' the Bureau of I,il.bor 

$tat1stiotS is the be1~rb available simple measure of the l."etail 

cost of living,~~ the VSJ.riat:ton of th<:) index numbe:t" in different 

loeal:tties oannot fe.:t l to be unrep:r()Sentat:tve and misleading 

in many special looal:t tie a~, . 

In vs.rlous and numerous :tJefereneae 1 t will be found 

that m ters a.:J.i'e a~e~k1ng and desiring a. new and looal indax 

n:u:mbs~~ AI has be$n aaid..- there ax-a no looal measures of this 

type at all and the geneval ind:teea available ~are of ancient 

aata ~ Although. thet'fe a. toe variations within a ate. te _ a new 

#lU' 1~1 state index of this type would be 111\.teh more :t-eliable 

for any kind of canpu.tat1one. Another desirable· quotation.~~ 

whi~h to date is not available, is the distribution of expend! ... 

· ttt1ttE&l!l of Kansas teaohers. 

· The salaries of tea.ohers, like the incomes ot other 
g~oupe of workex-s, are ot s1gn1fioa.nee only When they 
are aonli!tidered in tema of what they Will ptl3:11ohaae. 
So long as the gene:tlal level of c.ommcd:ttr prices re':' 
mains approxim.e. tel-y the fJeme fttam year to yaa.~.. an :tn"" 
ore.aae or a dec:ra5u~Se .1n sa.la,.ry can be interpt-atad as 
an 1nerease or t!J.ec;t'elise 1n real purohasing power~ 
But \VhEin the general priee level .tluct'l,.'lAtes over a 
wide ,range or shows a. conaistent t~end eithe;t-- ttj!ward 
or down,.rd, such d1Peot trfirnsla.tion of money income 
into buYing· polnJl:' is no long. er poS$1. ble. fOr that 
rea/Son 1 t be. a beeCflle the oust om in roeeen t years te 
•valuate se.li!U"iEJs or wages in. :t'el.ation to the_ ;ost ot 
liv:tng or the purQhas1ng power of the dollta:r.JJiJ 

lf'f .... n II !1*1 1 11 ~ I _. I' f u 

11 H. L. o. ButstJh,., 11l?~chas1ng Powev of the 'l'eaeherst 
s1~;~r:v .. •" ~~Jr'l~ •.• o~n ~ph~ob, !9,6W,.<i!. ,;(O'fl'P,.,!;L1 Vol. 871 Septembe:tt1 

ow~·""' 1 p t · ·• 

12 lea. . •. ~:t .• 
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(WKPAlttSON OF TEE 0 OS~ OF LIVI~J!l 1932 Arm 1938 

Dat.a taken from the <Kon~~lz . tabo:r !fe:!Ji.enl gives a ve'l!f' 

dese~ipt11'e p:tetuXJe of tlua inde:x ntmba~ fol:'l the year 1932.,. 

U~tns l~l.S as tl:lt baS$ -:tear, or 1001 1t.1$ tound that th• in

dex tlltab•r tor the 'O"a1tea State$ as a wboleJ: to-:r 1932, was 

1a2.1JJ -. deo:re.etst of 2t-7 pe~ .nem.t ainee J"utte of' the same yea:rr 

or 39 per O(mt bEJlew the peak ot 1920. 

The: inde~ n'Wlibe%111 showing Gh.enges 1n the cost of croupm 

of itel:lla ente~ing 111to coat of liv:tn.g in ~bhe United. States for 

l95S we~'"H tood, 98.,7; cloth111g_, 121.6; ~ent, ll8J fuel and 

11gh'bt~ 156•91 household. tu.m1shinga 1 14'1 ,4J and miscellaneous, 

:neli'Lrl-y dou.blad, stood at 199,.:5~ 

:f!ligtUJe l show~ the varia. tlons in the B'l.:l.rea.u of Iabor 

Ste.tistits cost of liv-ing index number l9l3 to l952,. inclusive. 

It :w1 ll ba noted that the relative oost of living for the 

country a.e .a, \tlo le ine.t-ea.sed from 100 !n 1913 to above 200 tor 

'bhi!!t yEH~rs 1919 ~d l9.ao,. !n othe~ words the average Amer1.ean 

family pa.1d. twtoe a.llJ ~'1 dollars for aomo bill of goode ln 

l9SO •• 1 t paid in 1913. :.tn Dt.H)$mbflr of 1932 the oomposi te 

1ndfi)X number of the eost of' living vms l(')Wer than it had. 'been 

s.t any time du.~!ng the pr-•vtous fittee:n years, although it was 
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still 3S par cent b.igh~tt thlil.l'l 1 t we.s .in 1913* 

The single index as p:tctt.u?od itJ. F:t.e;u.:ve 1 1 is a wei(;'h.tad 

•v~rase of other index numlJera such es food, clothing~ :r.~t .. 

fuel and l.1gb.to~; hou$e f'um1sh1bga, and m1acallaneoua :tten1s" 
' 

Some of the$e. index numbers hnv& shown evert greater ve..riationa 

since le:us.,· •• eho• tn F1gu~a 2~, but. not so of the miecallan

eo'l:lS ·. inde:k :wbieb. ro~e to 209 at the mraximmn and t'ell only to 

199 in 1952~ showing almost no ohsnge since 1920* The magrd .... 

tUde of the va.:rte.tion of thfH3& V$.1"ioue oom:por.J.ents can be rough

ly Etltims.t«Jd by glanoing at the distance between ·the two points 

ot the respmot1 ve $1ngle index numbers ·in Figure 2 • 
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PlgtU:J$ &, p1etureill the en tire range of the index 

numbers for all. components as w&ll as the total ooat of living 

lndex number., 'rh1s graph includes data. of the yearf:i 1923 to 

1925 as 100.. The vatt1&lt1ons or the different items can easily 

be Qompar~ by the t:rE~nd of.the composite index number. 

FoOd eoat1 at the end of the yea!' 1938 were only alight .. 

ly lowex- than at the first of the- year~ but oonaiderably lowe:r 

than the high point. of 1937. Probably the most itnpo ~ant 

taetol' in the b.e1ghten1ng of the ooat of l:tv:tng s1nee 1932 ia 

the l'iSe in tood pr:tees;f partl-y a re$Ult Of the d:c-ou.gb.ts of 

1954 and 1936 and pa.l:'tl:1 because of tho administ:r-a. ti on' a erop 

e'l:U'tailment prog:rams. In any eaae, the ;recent l3ulletins Slt, 

the trnit<td Stat~• l)u:ttEu.a.u of tabor 8tatist1ce,3 ind1cat~ that 
~-· .. . 

anywl:lt~ t:r:-cm 29 par cen'b to oV$:ti 37 p.,r cent ot the wage 

eamaX"' e bUdget goes for tood. And, f.rom the low point !Ln 1932 

·to May, 1937,, tood prices "oee 45 peer o:ent and mora • 

Rant 1a -.nottu:.l:t- booater ot the total cost of lirlns~ 

having be•n eat1m.a ted. by Vf:t'l ou& studies to absorb l9 to e:s per 

cen:t of the total. ine ome ~ 1. t has ri san to over 30 per cent of 

the 1934 :Low: howtV&l", Since 1923 it bas been b$lOW the total 

cot~t of 1.1 v:tng 1ndq number. 

OUtside ot tha high p$ak in 1920, elothas hAV$ kept pane 

with the othf3r c.osts of l:tvtng fairly wtall, elosing tha year 

1938 on a "par" with tn.a total oost. 

~· .:Swea.u of Le.bor Stati$ti cs, "Living Ooa ts in 19381 rt 
Bulletin No. R. 907, United Sta.tf!ttJ Pmnt1ng O.f.f1ce, l939(t 
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Fllel and light are fo'l.'tnd to be somewhat oonat.a;nt in • 

p~loe with the txeeption of the usual ndd•year decrease caused 

b7 th• •~ Wt)Q thar and leaok of demand., 

Th• latll$ 1s tt'Ue o:t household furnishings,. whioh took 

& alight 4rop du;r;tng l.93S chiefly beea.uae of the pr:toe !leduc

tions !n fi,$~t;.11e.···turn.1shlngs .• 

All uaual tlbe aiscellaneous item~~ showed ve'1.'1' little 

~EJ cl.lW!ng the y.&&.ll• l:n 1959 and 1953 1 t oa.n be seen truat 

thts 1n4•• n'U1'1lb$:r )!ie:allt:fld a l.O er 15 per eent d.;rop 1 but since 

that td.me hat cont1n.tted to :ria& slolO'ly cul.d endee the year just 

'WSlde:u ttu.~t ave~agEJ !ndelt num.'bet" of 100 established a.s the avex-.... 

age fo:£:'1 thAI ,.ears 19·23 to l9S5" 

'l1h& tG.t.al O.!' tom.pos1tfll inde:r. nmnbe:r 6!Jho1m ln FiguN: 3 

~•:~1•t$~ fa f'or 'il:W ytulr 1952" wh1oh 1s ee pet- eent below the 

l.ia-8 to B~S a•tnMage . ., ~he oo1t ot :Living t:tead1l.y has :tne~ee.sed 

sinee tb.i• rea:!' am in Deeember, l938• stood $.t 83 or a 5.5 

ra1ae ainte the 1932 l't\Si;d1ng" 1'bls indieates tbat the low 

sa.:tav!.e~td W0lt'k$l-1 for whieh th.ia index is weight$d" lhould have 

~$•~1v•• a al1S}:lt ealarr !nerease eince 19~9 ~o reg11!!1ter the 

samEl tinancla.l status to~ the two "'ars being compared., 



OOM:E'ARlSON OF 19.52 AND 1938 HIGH SCHOOL 

'l'EACHERS t SAlARIES 

The median. malariee paid. to almoet m.ll types of 1ehoo:t 

empl()y$$'1 deel,:f..ned ~om l950 ... t3l to 1932 ... '53 and were reduced 

still f~ther in 1954•''35. An upward trend ln salaries in 

ei ty tsthool. 1yate:ln$ waa started in 1938-. '57, and continued to 

some ext~nt in 1938; however they are still considerably below 

·bhose of 1950 .... •51.,1 

Table III shows the tUt:l.tu-1es of high school teachers of' 

Xsnsaa C&~ng the two '1Gil:'a 1952 and 1938, As has been prev:t ... 

ous ly JJta 'bod, this table we.e e a:np1led from the P rinei pals t or ... 
ganiraation !t$porte t1.led :tn the offiee. of the State Suparin• 

tendent ll\ All tee:chette teaching fttll tim~ 1n aeeredi ted high 

sehools ot tho $tate we::re included 1n thie eur1rey1 excu~pt a few 

v.ri:1o~HJ pr!.nc:tpa.la did not in elude $ttlary pe.:ymer.tts. on their re

ports. :F.ad&X$.1 and ptt:tvate schools wel.'e excluded t:rom the list, 

due to the taet that a great percentage ot these haw 11 ving 

qua:rtera and other neeessities of living :tnelucled in the annual 

saltaries., :ttl o,ta.5$S whe:t'e the catholic Sisters e.re tas.ehing 1n 

the high aohools 1 there naturall';Y' were no salary terms listed. 

It ean be aeen t:rom this tabla., that the average salaey 



School 

Rating 

A 

B 

C&D 

All 
Schools 

TABLE l:II 

AVERAGE SAlARY PAID HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS OF UNSAS 

FOR THE YEARS 1952 AND l95S 

1932 .,._ 1.933 19~ -- 1939 
Average Purcbas-

No., o:t Total Sal.;., Per 1ng 
Tea. cheFs Sa:taries 'Teaehel!" ~ower 

2463 $38ls840 $~4m $1001 

987 1..225780 l24l 1591. 

324 322859 996 1277 

I 

S"r/4 5l6247S 1568 lTf54 

~-~~~.~ .. 

No. of !'otal 
~aehers. Salaries 

3014 . $4,298470 

Bel. 864173 

375 339013 

4256 5501656 

Average f Purcllas-
Sal ... Per 1 ing 
reacher i Power 

fU26 I !1718 I .. 
t 

997 ' 1201. 

f 
! 
I 

904 
f 

1009 
I 

1293 
I 
I 1559 

10 .. 
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tor h1gh school teachers in 1958--'39 wa.s $1293 s.e compared to 

fl368 in l952 ... t33.~~ Tb.~ elaee tt:ett achools ah.owed the largeet 

Cleereaae in eal.ar1ee with 19.6 per eent drop tor tho yes.r 1918 

as compa.~ed with the average ealar7 ree$ived !n 1932. The 

elass ttatt and •:ott sob.ool.e were P"-Yins 9.2 per cent lt:~ss in 

1.936 then in 193,91. and the elas~a "Au schools had reducEJd the 

salarlea 9*7 per eent + The entire group of high ~Jchools of 

the a tate he.d lowe"d the average aalary k in 19:38 te 6.4 per 

o.(tlf!t belew tb.at of 1962. Figure 4 shod.- ~phicall.y, these 

aalary changes_. 

All these a~:rag0 a•la.rie8 of the· di:t'terEnlt elasses of 

higll schools a.nd the group ae 1. whol• ,. '-* well as the per cents 

ot dec:reae• de not ~ean a (!%'eat deal unless eome nt<lums o.f e.s• 

tabli.elrl.ng the value of the d$llar s..a si•~m~~ 

:rn Figu~ 5 will be found a ,gra.phio p!'esentation of' til» 

pu~ehaaing pOWEll' of the average XruitUUfl bigh· aebool teachel'•s 

dollar for the two yea~a 1 1932 am 1938 • !'his g:raph was pt'e ... 

pared by mu.ltiplylng the aveir$.ge salary by lOO ( wh1 ch '\Ya.$ the 

average cost of 11 ving index n'tlliilber established tor the years 

l925 .... t25) ·and dividing this produot by the Qoat of living 1ndttx 

number tor the spee:tfied uear, In othE~r words .the e.vel:'age 
• I 

salary for 1932 was $1368 and the coat ot living index numbe:r• 

•• 78 fox-* that ye·a:v~ hence,. 1368 x ~i • 17541 which 1s the 

tigul'e neo.essaey, in tb.e yee.rs 192~ to 19251 to tqual the~J figure 

of tl~ea in 1932~ 
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'rhe &Ye~agf':l lalaxtea tor the yE~artll 1953• 195~ 1 1935, 

1936, and 1957 ar!i not t.alum into aooount in this a.tudy; how .... 

ever, the \11QO.dl 1n salaey pa,mente were eal'lplll"t~Jd. for a num'bttt" 

ot the. lal:'g~ aohoola for thtilae JEU:I.rl13 • Salarie:a tor 1951 were 

(;lnlJ' a $l:lgbt pet~ Ctmt above thoS&e of 1932, indicating that 

the ma3or1ty of s.op.ool boams did not sta.:ttt ·lowem.ng salar1e·a 

in 1932 • Rod.Uetiona in IOhOOl eo eta, . bO\VeVel~ _. were all but 

mandatorr d"U.V1ng tl:l$ 'rtm.m 1935·'34 ... '35 and bt'ougbt on an iJl ... 

s1atene~ upon. red:u.oti oo:s in achoo1 costs, pa:rti cularl'f in 

sehool teaohell'$.' aalQJ:~ies. Th.ia rtH}l?1~a of c:i.ec:N!utees in teach ... 

erst aalal"ies anded in 1935., An upwal'd t,...end in the salarle19 

pa14 tb.a ~,!gh School teaohcn"S in xansa1 etal'ted again :tn 1936 ... 

'3'1 $.tld a~n.tinufi!d in the year 1936 •. !fh1s upwe.:cd. trenet 1 howe"ter., 

war& not enough to ,bt-ing the avex-a.ge high aohool 'btlacher• s sala:r-y 

up to the l939w.133 level in ter:m$ of pt.trohas1tlg value. 

'fb.l& diti'~t:ttflmOt 1n the tot$.1 n.tmibex- ot teaebe~e :ttepor.ted 

t~ the two dif':f'erent 7earta ean be aceotn'lted fo).'l' by two faets. 

Ttte first 1e tbe.t e. l').U.bt:t' oi.' s.Ghools bad added mo:re teaehe:J:l's 

or bs.d hired th$ part ... tiJrl.e t&ach~r ttor fu.ll ... time d:uty~ 'rb.e 

second 1a that the.re we!'e more lNi!lpGrts failing to sho\f the scala ... 

ri0s paid 1n 1982 tlun we~e mils1ng in 1938# 

~btl SChoOl$ re,'b$(1 AIJ nat:t $GhOOl$ de¢.11ned in 1938 due 

p1.rtiall.y to the tact tlutt a num.bEJtr of these sohooll'll had met 

clus ttAn requi~emeent~J thel,II~;U!on, thex-• W&:ttl!t not so man., 

tEuaehera tte:po~ttd f'or this ()lass as 1n 1932. 



29 

No pa.rt14ul.ar reason was not!c~>c!t fo:t' the inareai!Ut tn 

the number of teaehlflrl in the ~las.a nott and tt:on sehools w1 th 

the ttxception of a .f$W oe.aes vJhe:ro schools, had. lowered the11"' 

r-&sp&:0t1ve l'S.t1nga 'by h1tti'rtg 8.dm1n1attrratom. that did not meet 

the qulif'ioatiQns. d.am.andM by the state. 

O:onolue1ona 

In stmmla.riting the finding$ of this ~pter, 1 t :t..s 

totmd ·bha. t the supposedl;y low yea:rt of th.a depression, l932t~ 

was in rEU!tU.ty. a veT.f gootl year :for the Ks.nsae high s~ool 

t.tl!aehe;ros, f1nane1.a.lly speaking. In lG:Sa .• the Ittm::uus high 

sehoo1 teachar:a expe:r1anoed increases in the most of living 

and we:ve :reea:t vtng less money If and ale o money o:e lea a value 

'bha:n :tn the first ment-.tonect year .• 

'l'he ueual aala;roy lag oocu-rred i:n the down ... ~Jwing of bus:t

n.ess and ind'C!Strie.l actin ty of 1930" !he SL'Ire:rage teachers' 

ealary reached the b1e;b. point in p'W:'ohasi:o.g power in :t~~.bout 19$1 1 

with. reductions in salary becoming moat lmllrk~d only aft ex- 1032. 

'fhe taot ot the matter ia 11 then, thn t dm.•.ing thttee years of de· 

p:raaaion,. l9e50, 1931, and 19321 the raal !noome$,~ or pureruuting 

pOW$r of teachers' lUil.laries 1 aot'l.lt&lly :romug 13 pE!r cent • Du:ring 

th1a eame period thE~ l.'teal1no01!$s ot w~e wo!'kers w•re et'l.t 46 

per eent, showing plainly tha. t the tt.:)aChtilt'Bt lino were patimtly 

living4r these tl:wee years, t~hrough the depression we:re really 

at thet peak o t proape:r:i ty.2 

.. ; ) ~ t ' ¥ 
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$huttle·W<>ttth1 goes ahead to poln:b o't1t, "The facts of 

the matter a.re 'bhetb the t$unt:ry as a whole her.s been cl:tmbing 

out of the ttep~st1on ~Yer' a1not the S\mlme~ of 1952. P11am 

the eohool y~Hl~ l93l* t;sa t(!) 1955-• $4, the real :tnoomea of 

teaehera W«lUI't~> :out 30 p$:1:' oent.n !M wage earner.- whose IUllaey 

1a moPe .aenad.ti'¥'& and. flE~xib·le to •b!.nse• 1n the eoat ot 11v-

1ntb .ft'!J1md his ~eal 1n&$XU. to have ineree.esed 27 pe:r aent dlll:'ing 

a <JQmpa.M'ble pel'iod ~ th$ cullenda.J' yeatt 1932 to Fe'bltW\ry 

1tM. 

It •uld •tfilm to tollfm' then, that 1 t 1a pe:riods of 

ll"il1ng p~tioes and. in.Q:ust:r-ial act:tv1t.,- wbltb. hold baok the t-eal 

J.ne&me$ ~f teaeh$ltt 1 tA.nd. not the dep:t-ession ox- do·wn·awing ot 

tndustvta1 ••~·1"11t7• "Dunng tshe fo't.ll' majoxt de:pt-esa:tona of 

"h• last fl)r-ty•t1ve years the r•al ine omes of teaoh~&H ine~eased 

•n the ·alftll'age at thl$ %l'at• Gf '7,5 per GU».tt per yea:r.'t4 

Tb~;t trenc1 flf dollar inthttnea t• a oomparat1ve·ly untmpor-... . . 

ta:nu tlltt$~ in th$ detEtmtne.t!on :of' :r•al ineomEUI• I£, b.owevel'~ 

tbe re.al d.olla:r inco.m.e.a we~• f!)Ut 1n halt lt ifll only nat'i.U"al 

tba t ~eal. 1neomee' would also b<t cut in half» but the trend of 

tlnnoia.l 7:'attng aimpl,- does not bappfitn ilb.at WA7• The pe:riod 

dlu~ng the Wo-rld WtUl':t with 1Jh& tlrll.dittonal ine:reases in flalary, 

d:td not prevent real inOatml f~m t.all.:tng to a marked d•g~ee • 

Ukeflieell the mot\t st:renuoua fJ.tf'o:rts of taxpayers to eut sale. ... 

3 n!!• 

4 fb.~9-' 
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~iel 1n the r•a~s 1929 to 1939 did not prevent re~1 incames 

ot 'b$$U~hera. f~om ris'l:ns thf:l p~4>viouely mentioned. 15 per cent. 

In DeeErrltbeJ~ 1 19:$2~ the cost o t living index numbe:r waa 

at 78, fo~ tht aame month 1938 1t l'bood at 83 (Figure 2) • 

fh• X'Alafli$.3 high ~~teb.ool teer.ohex- ~·~ullivet!, on an averag$1 $1368 

la 193m ema in 1938 the average pay nm $1293. ('Fable II) 

!.bit am¢\unted. t.o a e pe- eent incr~.ua.a~ in ttu~ eost o:f living 

•• agatnat • 6.4 pe,_. tent 4eere$.sa in ealaries. 'I'aking the 

elast :ra.tingl of th$ different soheol~~t into account, 1 t waa 

f'ourul thtl t the teaeht'tl? in bh.e 'lass. u:a.r •onool :eeee1wd the 

la~g•st de~u.~ease1 ).~.a p$" cent, in e&G.laJ"Y'J no" and npu schools 

pe.14 theil" iJtaeb.ers 9•2 pe:t- ~ent lE:tsl 1n l93S J and th$ claae nAn 

s,ebc)el tfJathll'$ were :reduced 2,7 p.ar centH1 'fh1s anal:ys:ta shows 

o.l.•a:r11 bt the '1EJI.X" lQ32 Wll$ -. bettun:" t1nano1al auectt~ss .tor 

tb.eae teaoh.ettt t:b.an was 1938. 

The pu~ehasing ptffi&X', $S pi'etur•d in Fi8UX'411 5 1 lhOWa 

$1'764 .tor 1932 and $1559 to11 the rear l9$Eh This in reality 

nt$MI 1t WtrUld have taken $17.54 1n lSJSfi to 1985 (the average 

7earos) to equal the tu1~1 ~e~•ivtd; tuea, in 1931 and :tt 

would ltua.ve 'bak:el). $1559 pe.id in the average 7Enli.1'S. to equal the 

1939 ealaey ot $1SriJlh So:mpaX'istns. tan be made in lilul tnannett 

't!W1• J':tguJte J.1 tot' the class "A• u "'~• u "O ,n and nnu schools of 

the .state. 

:tt is oleatt :tl:"'m tbts analysis that the lag :ln dollat' 

:tneomes a1 well aa th$ (!.'let ":t l:tv1ng a:re important .taotors :tn 

d.ete).'1l11ntng chatJgee in X!$lll. inoomea of tee.ohera, but onl:y over 

ah.ol!*'ti pert ode of time • As the cost of l:tv:tng rises, the real 



incomes of teaehe :ra fall; as the o.oa t o t 11 ving falls , the 

r$a.l income$ o:f' 'beaehEtrs t-11(h. 

J 

Ae preViously stated, tt is evident that the we1ght1ng 

given to the Six items of Etltp61'.1.$6 Of th1a index number 1& not 

well ~lui ted to teaeb.era J howevllllr, the same cond1 tion exists 

tor botb: ~EHars and oan be used to some extent in comparing the 

t•••her$ • welfare fox- th$ two different. periods. In e.ny oa.se 1 

the ';1'e~ 1932 h$ a :rtlOX'Et d.,:!!:'i.:rable 1ee.r f1nano1all-y f~X' the 

:!M$ClS high IChool teacher than was 1938. Whether or not this 

tr~m:d w:t ll con tinU¢ 1s ab p:t•esent d:1!1'1eult to .tot~etell. It 

wouJd be a moet b.Eu~ardous guess to predict the coat of livih1g 

or aualaey tl'-ende tor teachers during the next three to five 

y•:ra 1 and eV$tl more unoerta:trl. as to how xoacU.cal the change :tn 

xwes.l incomes ma.y be. 

W* J. Ellbl'ee5 glVeS his $eVen &IU&~nt!e.ls .f'O:t- the SUO• 

et~tsstul living ot the teacher. These ma-y oro may not be of 

futut'EJ h$lp :tn the detend.n!ns of the oost · of meeting these e19 ... 

I!:H&nt:1als, as a basi a tor salary aobeduling. Tbe ab.anging Qf 

the living costs and the tluctua:biooa of the prices of' commonly 

used eonnnod.i ties.- both f':rom year to 'Year and :f':rom looali ty to 

locality., m.etke 1 t extremely diftioult for llX1'9'one schedule to 

f1t the ne~ds ot every Sy$tem. 

The essentials a1 advised by Mr. Elsbree areaS 

l. oomto:r'be.ble m.d. attractive living q'llArters and 
envirorumum. t • 

2. Prope:r and adequate tood and nout-1sbment. 

5 w. Eh Elsbree,, urutu.rtJ ot Teachers' Salarii!H!I, n Teachet,s 
C<a,~l~se fi!go;ea., Vol, 36, :Mareh 1935, P• 490, 

6 Shuttleworth, ~· ,ct,1t., P• 684. 



I,, • 

~S. Suitable and tJttt:t"aotive olothinr:.t with 
auf'f1cient var1et'Y• · 

4, P~?ieion.fox- treoree.tion and for social lite. 
s. OulttU't.l atimulra;bion. . 
s. Opporburr+.t1$S for professional study and improve-ment, · ., 
'1. Sufficient a1lowanoe for 19U1V'ing to eare for 

sickness .. , aoeidents, and ola age .. 

In try!.ne to cope with this $1 tu.a t1on ot paying teachers 

' ' 

that matter any prepared set of expEmd1 ttu'e.s of teachers, educa-

terfi and tes.ehe:J:~a should be well versed. on the actua:J. s.!.t1.1at1on 

as .it eldtJts in their :particular lccalitiEH!I• tt would be very 

helpful 11' the 1)ureau of Labor Stat1at·tos would make avll.1le.bl.e . 
moX*e adequ.ate priu.e dAta on the goods a:nd services which teaah ... 

e.rs Slotua1l¥ buy. An authov;t te.t1v·e index of the cost of living 

of teaohe:tta 1s a V<Jrf important need, More ee:roious tlonsidera• 

t1on should bt:~ gi 11en by tea"here and educators to d.iscove:ring 

competent e.nd disinte~ested aouroes ot 1nfot'11.W.tion on eoonOlrtie 

and monetary question$ • They· should devote more energy and 

1ngenu1 ty to the problem of shortening the lag between ehanges 

in the cost o.f' living and the ehl.ne;ee :tn the dollar 1noome. 

In oonolus1on,7 

It wou.ld appear that the tl'tt$ meaning of most de
pression 'titmden·oies af'f.ecrbing tetaehe::rs '. pe:vaonm9l oan 
best be d1seern.ed !n th$ ligh:b ot past trends • :aut 
the eout-11~ of sueh trenda allo taa.oh•s anothel!' lesmcm.,. 
Past · tr$nds X'epGat themselvte only when the factort 
that eondi t:t on them. do. not ohflngt funClamEnttally • Edu ... 
oation1 like oet'bain othex- Ame:rioan institutions, is 
pf'.UIISi'n$ tro:m. yatlth to at!ulth.ood. While many ~haraoter• 
iet~os of youth renua1n, the:e a:re some Clepreeull.ion .ten .... 
denet~s . that a:re $lua.:r-p reminders of p:V$!1Umt and futlll:'e 
problems to wbioh the p:reeadents ot the past ma7 suggest 
o:nl.;r partial anew&l'l. 

•• l . ' ) *:'!It 1 fll'lf .. qtl \ I 
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CHAPTF.!R V 

SUMMARY AND OONCtoSIONS 

:tn SUlttna.rieine; the findings of th:ts study the follow

ing lte.tementes aro listed as the ou tltana1ng conclusions • . 
{ 1) !atushers' saltu:1 ee etre not nearly eo adjustable 

and flexi.bl4tt to changes 1n the ooet of living, as are the l'IO:rk• 

in~n'a uges., 

(2) The sa.l.e.17 lag, which 1e so great in the tnala.l:"Y 

brenda o:f the teacher,. :t.s comparatively small for the lowe:r 

sala~ied world .. ngman .• 

(.3) Long-time t~nds seet.m to e.f'feot teachers • aallltr1fla 

more than do the rising $Ind. low•n.'.lng ot: the eost ot living. 

(4) Actual dollar eualar1em o:r Kansas high. aehOol teaeh

era wcnHJ 6.,4 per· eent l.Qwer :tn 1938 than in 1932, but th.e pu:t'

chas1ng powEJr showed. even more decrease 1 reading $1154 in 1952 

aa e~pared With $l559 in 1938~ 

(5) !he eoat oZ l.:tv:Lng !max nu:tia'bev was 6 per eent 

h1ghe~ !n l 938 than in 1932 • 

( 6) The eo.onomlt status o t th~ !tens as high echool teacher 

wall eona:tdere.bl-y low~U" in 1938 than 1 t WIIUl! in 19321. in wh1ah 

year indus tne.l 41Cti~V1 ty Wt\1.1 at the lowe.st point of the deprea• 

lion. 

('7) Dearea$eS 1n cost of l1v1ng tend to increase tha 

real income of the teacher. Inox•ease in the eost ot living 

tel'lda to de>oreaae ·bhe roal :t:naom.e of the teacher. 

-·--·--.. ---
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