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 Kansas native, Minnie J. Grinstead, made significant contributions to the 

history of Kansas.  Born at a time where women had few political rights and little 

social freedom, she grew to become an influential speaker for prohibition and equal 

rights for women.  She succeeded, further, by becoming the first woman legislator in 

the State of Kansas.  Opening doors for all future female representatives, Grinstead 

has a unique story to tell.  To facilitate a discussion of Grinstead, this thesis begins 

×ÉÔÈ Á ÂÒÉÅÆ ÏÖÅÒÖÉÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 

at the time Grinstead was entering into the political realm.  It includes, briefly, her 

childhood and early life, with the main focus on her years in office as a state 

representative between 1918-1924.   

 4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅÓ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÈÅÒ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÒÁÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ 

her actions as the only woman legislator during her first term in office.  The next 

two chapters explore her legislative actions during her last two terms as a Kansas 

State Representative.  Included is a chapter introducing three other Kansas women 

ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÔÅÒÍ ÉÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ 

comparison with Montana native, Jeanette Rankin, the first female ever elected to 



 

 

the United States House of Representatives.  The thesis concludes with a literature 

review of the many primary and secondary resources consulted and utilized for 

ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÂÉÏÇÒÁÐÈÙȟ and an extensive bibliography. 
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INTRODUCTION 

!ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÆÒÁÎÃÈÉÓÅÍÅÎÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÏÐÉÃÓ ÏÆ ÄÅÂÁÔÅ ÌÏÎÇ 

ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ #ÉÖÉÌ 7ÁÒȢ  7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎ×ÉÄÅ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ ×ÏÍÅÎ 

who had been abolitionists became prompted to take up their own cause.  In 1848, 

the first convention on woÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÕÐÓÔÁÔÅ .Å× 9ÏÒËȢ  )Ô ÌÅÄ ÔÏ 

subsequent annual meetings discussing the plight of women and the plan of action 

to gain universal suffrage.1  Women activists understood their predicament of being 

excluded in the work place and isolated from economic and political developments, 

and they knew the only sphere in which society believed they belonged was the 

realm of domesticity.2  However, after Reconstruction, changes for women did begin 

to accelerate in the United States.  Starting with Wyoming in 1869, certain western 

states granted full suffrage to their women.  While many other states granted partial 

suffrage, allowing women to vote only in local contests, such as school board 

elections, the ability to vote in national elections was withheld for several decades.  

By 1900, only Idaho, Colorado and Utah had joined Wyoming in passing full 

×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅȢ  4ÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÈÁÄ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ Æor a number of years 

before it finally passed full suffrage rights for women in 1912.  It would take eight 

more years for a constitutional amendment (the 19th) to grant women throughout 

the country full voting rights. 

                                                        
1 Barber, E. Susan and Barbara Orbach Natanson. One Hundred Years Towards Suffrage: An Overview. 
Aug-26-97. Library of Congress. *see bibliography for web address. The Library of Congress provides 
Á ÔÉÍÅÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÐÌÉÇÈÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ρχχφ-1923. 
2 $Õ"ÏÉÓȟ %ÌÌÅÎ #ÁÒÏÌȢ Ȱ&ÅÍÉÎÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ 3ÕÆÆÒÁÇÅȡ 4ÈÅ %ÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÁÎ )ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
Movement in America, 1848-ρψφωȢȱ )ÔÈÁÃÁȟ .Å× 9ÏÒË: Cornell University Press, 1978: 22. In Chapter 
ρȟ $Õ"ÏÉÓ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÓ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÅÍÅÒÇÉÎÇ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÅÌÆ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ 
of their position in society, but became an issue out of the abolition movement and Antebellum 
politics. 
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  Settlers migrated out west to the state of Kansas starting in the middle of 

the 19th century.  They sought land acquisition and unfettered personal liberty, but 

they also had a preference for equality.3  Those pioneers who came to live on the 

Great Plains of Kansas, looking for individual freedom and opportunity, as well as 

land, soon found that life on the plains offered many challenges and embodied 

never-ending work.  Reverend Jonas and Martha Johnson migrated to Kansas from 

Illinois in March of 1867 and laid claim on a piece of land in the western portion of 

what was then a very new state.4  Their daughter, Mineola Tamar Johnson, known as 

Minnie, was born on those plains in September of 1869. The pioneering Johnsons 

raised their daughter on a farm and built her character by working through the 

many struggles of prairie life.5  Little did young Minnie Johnson know that she 

would grow to become a pioneer for women, showing them that through hard work, 

courage, and drive they could create a destiny most had not yet imagined for 

themselves.  MinÎÉÅ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎȭÓ ÐÉÏÎÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÐÒÁÉÒÉÅ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÌÉÆÅ 

that started out in the education field and ended with a career in Kansas politics.   

'ÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÁÄ Á 

major effect on Minnie Johnson (later Grinstead).  As an adult, she became an active 

                                                        
3 &ÌÅÎÔÊÅȟ (Ȣ %Ä×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ *ÏÓÅÐÈ !Ȣ !ÉÓÔÒÕÐȢ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢȱ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȟ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁ: 
University of Nebraska Press, 2010: 5-8. They explain the political culture of Kansas and how 
indiv idualism became a huge part of politics since many abolitionists flocking to Kansas were also 
farmers where a natural migration towards equality happened early on and became even bigger 
during the populist movement. 
4 The date of 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔȭÓ migration came from find a grave.com, the website is listed in 
bibliography. 
5 Ȱ"ÉÏÇÒÁÐÈÙ ÏÆ -ÒÓȢ -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȱ ÔÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙ #ÌÕÂ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ  #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
no. 659, Box 3, Folder 1 Club Records, (1933-34) 7th District. Repository: The Kansas State Historical 
Society (Topeka, Kansas).  In this collection, there is a two page typed essay covering Grinsteadȭs early 
life.  It is not numbered and is noted as an incomplete document and from the biography on the 
finding aid to the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead Collection 1878-[not before 
1923] Manuscript Collection 365. Repository: The Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
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suffragist who educated Kansans about the importance of women having a voice in 

government.   In 1918, she won a significant political race, becoming the first 

woman legislator in Kansas, solely on laurels she had earned as an honest, 

intelligent, well spoken, and well-mannered campaigner.  She had made it 

impossible for most of her constituents to discount her capability simply because 

she was a woman.   She became the groundbreaker for the next generation of Kansas 

women to participate in the state legislature, and she set the example by showing 

voters, both male and female, how a woman could handle the task of voting and 

having a career in politics all while maintaining her femininity and domesticity. 

-ÉÎÎÉÅ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ Á ÆÅ× ÎÏÔÅ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ 

for exploration.  First, in the gendered context of American culture that persisted 

throughout the 19th ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÏÌÅÓ ÍÁÉÎÌÙ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌÍ ÏÆ 

domesticity.  Many males in American society felt that women would lose their 

femininity if allowed to venture into politics.   Second, the mediaɂnewspapers, 

magazines, and books--played an important part in perpetuating societal attitudes 

ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁÉÎtain the status quo of domesticity.  For 

example, as late as the 1920s, Kansas, even as a forward thinking state, still had 

ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÕÔ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÏÆ 

ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÍÅÎȱ ÁÎÄ ȰÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȱ ÐÁÇÅÓ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ of the main news sections.  Lastly, 

Grinstead had a story to tell about her experiences as the first woman legislator in 

the Kansas House of Representatives.  Her strategy was to maintain her 

ȰÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃÉÔÙȱ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÁÓ Á ÓÔÁÔÅ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒȟ Ánd she frequently 

ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÒ ÇÏÁÌȢ   -ÁÉÎÔÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ȰÆÅÍÉÎÉÎÉÔÙȱ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ 
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and debating law gained Grinstead respect from her colleagues and constituents.  

She grew quite popular in Kansas and was elected a total of three times.   

This essay explores the path Minnie Grinstead followed in becoming the first 

woman legislator in Kansas, utilizing her skills as a lecturer to gain recognition and 

develop a following.   It also shows how, despite a relatively progressive 

government and electorate, much of Kansas culture clung to traditional gender 

roles, as demonstrated by the pro-domesticity biases of the news media during 

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ρωρψ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÉÎ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ &ÉÎÄÉÎÇ Á ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÅÕÖÅÒ 

through both the established male poliÔÉÃÁÌ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÄÉÁȭÓ ÒÅÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ 

treatment of her abilities, she evolved into a role model for Kansas women 

interested in political participation beyond the simple act of voting.  Before 

Grinstead, no Kansas woman had ever tried to become a state legÉÓÌÁÔÏÒȢ  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ 

election and victory in 1918 encouraged other women to follow suit, proving to all 

that commitment to family and husband need not impede the ability to participate 

in politics.  

 
CULTURE OF KANSAS 
 
 

Even before Kansas achieved statehood, the territory existed as part of the 

western frontier where the political culture  was relatively liberal and egalitarian in 

the way the people conducted local government.  Many people who settled in 

Kansas were abolitionists, farmers, and adventurers who had non-traditional views 
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ÏÎ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȢ6  In 1861, when Kansas became a state, women had educational 

suffrage rights granted to them automatically.  This meant that women could vote in 

ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ  !ÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÔȟ +ÁÎÓÁÓȭÓ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ 

×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÄ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÇÒÅ× ÇÒÁÄÕÁÌÌÙȢ7   

In 1859, when Kansas had not yet achieved statehood, thirty-five delegates 

participated in the Wyandotte Convention.  The purpose of the convention was to 

create a government for the state of Kansas that included a bill of rights, a weak 

chief executive and a strong bicameral legislature and a judiciary.  However, the 

most important issue was providing for a constitutional prohibition of slavery.8  

7ÏÍÅÎ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÓÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÂÏÌÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÅÍÐÅÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

rights, and who would later would form the Kansas Equal Suffrage Association 

(K.E.S.A.), were present at the convention and participated in the discussions 

concerning their rights.9  It was out of fear that the US Congress would reject the 

proposed Constitution for Kansas had women been granted suffrage outright, that 

their requests were denied.  Nonetheless, their rights had been considered, and 

before Kansas became a state, they gained the right to vote in school meetings and 

elections.10  

                                                        
6 Weatherford, Doris.  A History of the American Suffragist Movement. Santa Barbara, California: ABC-
CLIO Group, Inc. 1998: 99. 
7 Arnold-"ÕÒÇÅÒȟ +ÁÒÅÎȢ Ȱ! 3ÔÅÐ "ÁÃË ÉÎ 4ÉÍÅȢȱ Amicus NewsletterȢ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 7ÏÍÅÎ !ÔÔÏÒÎÅÙȭÓ 
Association. (Fall 2010): 9. *see bibliography for website information. 
8 Flentje, H. Edward and Joseph A. Aistrup. Kansas Politics and Government. Lincoln, Nebraska: 
University of Nebraska Press, 2010: 31-32. 
9 #ÁÌÄ×ÅÌÌȟ -ÁÒÔÈÁȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ 7ÏÍÁÎ 3ÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ #ÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÏÆ ρωρςȟȱ (August 1943), Vol. 12, no. 3: 300. 
10 Flentje, H. Edward and Joseph A. Aistrup. Kansas Politics and Government. Lincoln, Nebraska: 
University of Nebraska Press, 2010 and in ÐÁÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ -ÁÒÔÈÁ #ÁÌÄ×ÅÌÌȭÓ Ȱ4ÈÅ Woman Suffrage 
Campaign of 1912.ȱ  
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Kansas became a leading state in addressing the rights of women when it 

held ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÄÕÍ ÏÎ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÉÎ ρψφχȢ  4Ï ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔȟ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒȟ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÒÖÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÄÕÍȟ 

and full suffrage would not come to pass until 1912.11  Still, the referendum had 

been significant.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote an article in The Revolution, a New 

York paper she spearheaded with Susan B. Anthony, singing the praises of Kansas.  

She wrote:  

ȰȣÔÈÅÓÅ ωπππ ÖÏÔÅÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ Á ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅ ÄÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
hearts of the people, for this triumph was secured 
without money, without a press, without a party.  With 
these instrumentalities now fast coming to us on all 
sides, the victory in Kansas is but the herald of greater 
ÖÉÃÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÏÎȢ Ȱ12 
  
 

Through the last half of the nineteenth ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ 

+ÁÎÓÁÓ ×ÁÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÔÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 4ÅÍÐÅÒÁÎÃÅ 5ÎÉÏÎ ɉ7Ȣ#Ȣ4Ȣ5ȢɊȢ  

Women joined the W.C.T.U. from all over the state in local chapters in order to 

become united in their efforts to legally prohibit the sales and consumption of 

alcohol.   In Kansas they had a profound effect on state government in regard to the 

rights of women.  Members of the Kansas W.T.C.U were interested in all issues that 

could affect women in general.  They soon became just as concerned with the 

suffrage issue as they were with banning alcohol.13   Kansas was the first state in the 

country to bow to the pressures of prohibitionists, going dry in 1881. The 

                                                        
11 7ÅÁÔÈÅÒÆÏÒÄȟ $ÏÒÉÓȢ ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 0ÏÌitics: History and Milestones, Vol. 1.ȱ Los Angeles, 
California: CQ Press, an imprint of  Sage Publications, 2012.   
12 3ÔÁÎÔÏÎȟ %ÌÉÚÁÂÅÔÈ #ÁÄÙȢ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓȢȱ The Revolution 1, no.1. (January 8, 1868).  
13 3ÍÉÔÈȟ 7ÉÌÄÁ -Ȣ Ȱ! (ÁÌÆ #ÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÏÆ 3ÔÒÕÇÇÌÅȡ 'ÁÉÎÉÎÇ 7ÏÍÅÎ 3ÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÉÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓȟȱ Kansas History 4, 
no. 2 (Summer 1981): 296. Topeka Room, Shawnee County Public Library Topeka, Kansas. 
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prohibition law that passed in Kansas, while only receiving a four percent majority, 

stil l had a tremendous impact on government and the society of Kansas.14  Once 

prohibition had been achieved, the W.C.T.U. came on even stronger and utilized its 

political power to fight for suffrage for women.  Kansas women successfully applied 

pressure to state government through the temperance unions and through the equal 

suffrage associations.  By 1887, the state had given inÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ 

included in all municipal elections, which gave them the right to vote locally for 

mayors, sheriffs, councilmen, and the like.15  After the turn of the 20th century, 

members of the W.C.T.U. and the Kansas Equal Suffrage Association (K.E.S.A.), no 

ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅȟȱ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÃÏÍÐÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ 

in Kansas were already voters and hÁÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÓËÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔ ÏÆ 

the state needed to realize this as well. 16   

7ÈÉÌÅ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÃÌÕÂÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÐÅÎ 

about gaining the right to vote there were some women in Kansas, as nationally, 

who adhered to anti-suffrage beliefs.  In the main, female anti-suffragists were 

privileged middle class women who argued that women were better off under the 

control and protection of men, a protection that was supposed to be accompanied 

by veneration, and that voting would represent equalization with men, a tumble off 

the pedestal, and a net loss for women.   By the turn of the twentieth century, so 

many Kansas women were enjoying the right to vote in local elections, that most 

                                                        
14 Goldberg, Michael Lewis. An Army of Women: Gender and Politics in Gilded Age Kansas. Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997.  Goldberg explains how the W.C.T.U. became stronger and 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȟ ÓÕÆÆrage being the key issue.  
15 Dinkin, Robert J. Before Equal Suffrage: Women in Partisan Politics from Colonial Times to 1920. 
Westport, Connecticut.: Greenwood Press, 1995.  
16 #ÁÌÄ×ÅÌÌȟ -ÁÒÔÈÁȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ 7ÏÍÁÎ 3ÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ #ÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÏÆ ρωρςȢȱ The Kansas Historical Quarterly 12, no. 
3, (August 1943). Repository: Kansas Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
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anti-suffragists were men.  Some men had stated they were against votes for women 

ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ Ȱ×ÏÍÅÎ ÈÁÄ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÁÓ ÍÁÔÔÅÒÓ ɍ×ÅÒÅɎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ 

ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÕÒÄÅÎÓȱ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÆÅÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÏÍÅ 

duties.17  While many women participated in the suffrage movement in the State of 

Kansas, those who may have been anti-suffrage remained relatively silent as a 

group. 

Kansas, from its territorial years, embodied a more open-minded political 

culture than all but a few of the other states.  Women in the East followed closely the 

ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÍÁÄÅ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎ ȰÏÕÔ ×ÅÓÔȟȱ ÁÎÄ +ÁÎÓÁÓȭ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÌ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÍÁÄÅ 

national headlines in 1912, when the state granted its women the right to vote in 

national elections and, a few years later, when women, beginning with Minnie 

Johnson Grinstead, started running for the state legislature. 

 
 
CHAPTER I - 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ "ÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ 
 
 

Minnie Grinstead seemed to be a fearless a woman who throughout her 

career found opportunities for advancement. She took full advantage of those 

opportunities by working hard.  She grew to become a leader in her neighborhood, 

her places of employment, and, later on, in politics.   

Born in Crawford County, Kansas on September 30, 1869, Grinstead 

graduated high school at the age of fourteen. While too young at the time to be able 

to teach school, which required teachers to be at least the sixteen years of age, 

                                                        
17 Estey, StephÅÎ 3Å×ÁÌÌȢ  ȰWoman SuffrageȢȱ )ÔÅÍ .Ïȡ ςπφρπςȟ #ÁÌÌ .ÏȢ + σςτȢσ 0ÁÍȢ ÖȢ ρ ΠχȢ 
Repository: Kansas Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
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'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÏÎ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÆÁÒÍ ÏÒ ÈÉÒÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÉÎÇ ÆÁÒÍÓ 

with cultivation or plowin g.  She gained a lifetime certificate in Education from the 

Emporia Normal School in Emporia, Kansas, known today as Emporia State 

University, and started her career teaching public school at the age of seventeen.18   

In the Grinstead collection at the archives of the Kansas State Historical 

Society there is an autograph book that she had kept over the years.  In this book are 

handwritten notes from students, friends and colleagues she had known throughout 

the years.  The scrapbook spans more than a decade, with the first entry dated 1889 

and some of the last dated 1901.19  The evidence of the many well wishes and notes, 

demonstrates that Grinstead was well liked and admired. Many of the notes 

ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÁÓ Ȱ&ÒÉÅÎÄ -ÉÎÎÉÅȱ ÏÒ Ȱ$ÅÁÒ 4ÅÁÃÈÅÒȢȱ  &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÒÉes written by 

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÉÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÉÎ ÐÏÅÔÉÃ ÆÏÒÍ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÆÁÓÈÉÏÎÁÂÌÅ 

sayings they might have memorized.   Knowing their teacher loved the art of poetry 

and wrote original poems herself, they all asked her to remember them.  One of 

GÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ -ÅÄÉÃÉÎÅ ,ÏÄÇÅȟ +ÁÎÓÁÓȟ ÉÎ Á ÎÏÔÅ ÄÁÔÅÄ -ÁÒÃÈ υȟ ρωππȟ 

wrote:20  

 

                                                        
18 ñBiography of Mrs. Minnie Grinsteadò taken from the +ÁÎÓÁÓ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙ #ÌÕÂ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ  #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
no. 659, Box 3, Folder 1, Club Records, (1933-34) 7th District. Repository: The Kansas State Historical 
Society, Topeka, Kansas.  In this collection, there is a two page typed essay covering GrinsteadȭÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ 
life.  It is not numbered and is noted as an incomplete document. 
19 The collection at KSHS is in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead Collection 
1878-[not before 1923] Manuscript Collection 365.  Many handwritten notes were from students in 
Pittsburg, Kansas where she taught.  Some of the entries were from colleagues and people she met 
from her lecturing with the W.C.T.U. Repository: The Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
20 These autographed notes from friends are found in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker 
Grinstead Collection 1878-[not before 1923] Manuscript Collection 365.  Repository: Kansas State 
Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
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Another friend from Milan, Kansas, in a note dated March 12, 1900 
wrote: 
 

 
 
Many of GrinsteadȭÓ students wrote rhymes or popular yearbook ditties such as 
these: 21 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                                                        
21 Ibid. .ÏÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÃÁÔÃÈ ÐÈÒÁÓÅÓ ÃÏÍÍÏÎÌÙ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÙÅÁÒÂÏÏËÓȟ 
albums and greeting cards.  The three above can be found in 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ autograph book in the 
Grinstead Collection. 

Dear Miss Johnson,  

May God bless you in the noble work you have chosen.  

We appreciate your efforts for  mankind in our little 

city.  Come again.   

   Your friend  

   Mrs. J.A. 

Runyan  

 

Ever remember me as a sincere friend and one who loves 
you.  May your chosen life -work be ever abundant in rich 
harvest for the Masterõs Kingdom.   

      
 Lovi ngly and truly  

        Your friend  
       Ola Watson  

 

Dear Friend, 
Within this book so pure and white 
Let none but friends dare to write. 
And may each live with friends help given 
Direct the writer through to heaven. 

Your friend and scholar 
              Mary Brumblet 

 

Friend Minnie, 
It is sweet to be remembered, 
Sad to be forgot 
But you can do just as you like, 
Remember me or not. 
   Truly Yours, 
   Johnnie Wright 

Dear Teacher, 
When rocks and hills divide us, 
And you no more I see, 
Remember it was Edna, 
Who wrote these lines to thee. 
   Your scholar, 
   Edna Greenstreet 
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Grinstead was a schoolteacher for about twelve years in Pittsburg, Kansas, 

and served as Principal for the last five to six years at the East Building.22  In 1895, 

Grinstead embarked on her first political race after being nominated to run on the 

Republican ticket for the position of superintendent of public instruction.  She lost 

the race in a Populist landslide that year, but she had enjoyed electioneering and 

resigned from her teaching position.23  

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÓ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ Á ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÁÌ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÈÅÒ ×ÅÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 

next phase of her career as a prohibition lecturer.  Her public speaking experiences 

contributed to her taking an active role in the Kansas WomeÎȭÓ Christian 

Temperance Union (W.C.T.U.) and she honed those skills further by becoming a paid 

lecturer for the organization in 1896.  Grinstead also practiced her talents as a 

speaker from the pulpit in the Baptist church where she became a preacher.  In 

November of 1899, Grinstead took a course and earned a license to preach from the 

Baptist church in Pittsburg, Kansas, and later on in her life she became a pastor of a 

church in Liberal, Kansas.24  She retained her credentials to preach throughout her 

life, and she did preach when not in session as a state legislator.25   

In 1901, Minnie Johnson married a lawyer named Virgil H. Grinstead who 

later became a judge in Seward County, Kansas.  It was a union of mutual respect 

                                                        
22 Kansas Library Bulletin 4, no.4. (December 1935): 13. Repository: The Kansas State Historical 
Society Topeka, Kansas. 
23 This paragraph comes from two different sources.  A page in the Minnie Grinstead file at the 
Coronado Museum/Seward County Historical Society, Liberal Kansas and from the biography found 
in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead Collection 1878-[not before 1923] 
Manuscript Collection 365, finding aid. Repository: Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
24 Biography found in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead Collection 1878-[not 
before 1923] Manuscript Collection 365, finding aid. Repository: Kansas State Historical Society, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
25 Ȱ#ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÉÅÓȡ 3ÉÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 'Ȣ/Ȣ0Ȣ 'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÔ #ÈÉÃÁÇÏȢȱ Elkhart Truth, Elkhart, Indiana 
(June 8, 1920).  
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and admiration; both were well-known lecturers and prohibitionists and both had 

very public careers.26  The couple established their home in Liberal, Kansas, where 

Minnie Grinstead gave birth to four children, two of whom died in infancy.  The 

surviving children were named Darline and Wade.  Taking care of the needs of her 

home and ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÖÉÔÁÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ life, paralleling her desire for a 

public role in creating a better world in which to raise her children.   

Grinstead worked as a paid lecturer for the W.C.T.U. for fifteen years. She was 

also elected as president of the 7th Congressional District Suffrage campaign while in 

the fight for womenȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ rights.27  She traveled all across the state of Kansas 

and into Missouri to speak about the evils of alcohol that plagued society and to 

promote the need for ratification of a constitutional amendment on prohibition.   

Grinstead was the president of the 7th district of the W.C.T.U. 

Grinstead did well as a lecturer and was appointed W.C.T.U. State Evangelist 

in 1900.  She traveled to Washington D.C., serving as a delegate at the national 

W.C.T.U. Convention from November 30 to December 7, 1900.28 Grinstead found a 

niche in Kansas politics through her efforts working for the W.C.T.U. long before she 

ran for state office in 1918. 

 
 
 
 

                                                        
26 Ȱ6Ȣ(Ȣ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ 3ÔÒÉÃËÅÎ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÁÔ 7ÏÒË &ÒÉÄÁÙȟȱ The Liberal News, Liberal, Kanas (February 28, 
1924). 
27 "ÁËËÅÎȟ 'ÏÒÄÏÎ -Ȣ ÁÎÄ "ÒÅÎÄÁ &ÁÒÒÉÎÇÔÏÎȢ Ȱ%ÎÃÙÃÌÏÐÅÄÉÁ ÏÆ 7ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 7ÅÓÔȢȱ 
Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Corp Publishing, 2003.  
28 "ÉÏÇÒÁÐÈÙ ÏÆ -ÒÓȢ -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȱ ÔÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙ #ÌÕÂ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ  #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ 
no. 659, Box 3, Folder 1 Club Records, (1933-34) 7th District. Repository: The Kansas State Historical 
Society, Topeka, Kansas  In this collection, there is a two page typed essay covering 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ early 
life.  It is not numbered and is noted as an incomplete document. 
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Getting Elected 
 

Grinstead wanted to make changes in society, especially where Prohibition 

was concerned.  For many years she had worked speaking out about the necessity 

ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ȰÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÍÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÂÏÄÙ 

that would ratify the National (sic) ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔȢȱ29  She had made a 

name for herself as a paid lecturer for the W.C.T.U., traveling across the state and 

ÉÎÔÏ -ÉÓÓÏÕÒÉ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÂÏÔÈ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅȢ  3ÈÅ ÈÁÄ 

gathered something of a following and, in March of 1914, a substantially large group 

of friends and citizens of Liberal, Kansas ×ÁÌËÅÄ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÔÏ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÄÏÏÒ ÔÏ 

personally request that she become a candidate on the Republican ticket for a 

Senate seat.  She was taken entirely by surprise with their handmade signs that read 

GRINSTEAD FOR SENATE and their sincere promises to all vote for her if she would 

just join the election.  She thanked her friends and neighbors for the vote of 

confidence and told them,  

Ȱ)Æ ) ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÓÅÅ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ Á ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ Á 
seat in the United States Senate, nothing that shall come 
to me would bring me more pleasure than this 
expression of respect by my own home people in 
coming out this evening in a non-partisan way and thus 
×ÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȣÙÏÕ ÇÏÏÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
know me, you know I am not afraid to stand squarely 
for what I ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÒÉÇÈÔȣȱ30  

 

                                                        
29 This is a direct quote of Minnie Grinstead coming from a newspaper clipping from the Newton 
Evening News, (February 21, 1919) that had been cut out and placed in a scrapbook she had made.  It 
is found in the Grinstead Manuscript Collection No. 365. Repository: Kansas State Historical Society, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
30 Ȱ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌ 7ÁÎÔÓ -ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ &ÏÒ 3ÅÎÁÔÅȢȱ The Hutchinson News, Hutchinson, Kansas, (March 16, 
1914).  
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4ÈÅ ÒÕÍÏÒ ÏÆ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÃÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ 3ÅÎÁÔÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÔÓ 

way into newspaper articles as far distant as Ohio, Iowa, New Jersey, California, and 

Louisiana.  Her name was becoming nationally known, though many of those articles 

ÅÎÄÅÄ ÕÐ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȱ ÐÁÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÉÔÌÅÄ ȰÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÍÅÎȢȱ  ! ÌÅÎÇÔÈÙ 

detailed article about her in a Hutchinson, Kansas newspaper happened to be placed 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ×ÁÎÔ ÁÄÓȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒȢ %ÖÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÖÏÔÅÒÓ ÂÅhind her, 

Grinstead chose not to run in the Senatorial election of 1914, as she had been 

ÈÅÓÉÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÁÌÅɀÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ '/0 ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÅÁÒȢȱ31 

Nevertheless, the interest of the people in Liberal gave her incentive to seek out a 

political  position four years later. 

The Kansas state legislature up to 1918 was comprised entirely of men, but 

in this male-dominated field Grinstead proved to be a viable candidate.  Her 

successful career as an educator, administrator, and lecturer with the W.C.T.U. 

across Kansas and Missouri had made her a credible competitor.  She was not 

intimidated nor had she shown any reservations about working in a political 

atmosphere dominated by men.  Her determination to see the ratification of 

prohibition at the national level heightened the motivation behind her running for a 

seat in the State of Kansas House of Representatives.  Grinstead made a courageous 

decision in 1918 to run for office and the reasons she gave revolved around 

ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȢ  3ÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÓÈÅ ȰÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÅË ÔÈÅ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 

ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÎÏÔÏÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÒ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ÄÁÂÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓȠȱ ÓÈÅ 

                                                        
31 "ÅÁÎȟ *ÏÅ 0ÁÔÒÉÃËȟ Ȱ4ÒÁÉÌÂÌÁÚÅÒȡ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒ 3ÅÔ 7ÉÎÎÉÎÇ %ØÁÍÐÌÅȟȱ Chicago Tribune, 
(December 27, 1992).  



 

15 

wanted to run for office for the most part on her opposition to alcohol and her 

desire to vote nationally to ratify an amendment for prohibition. 32 

 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ρωρψ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ 

was full of thrills.  She was running against the incumbent representative who 

belonged to the opposing political party.33  Newspapers, townspeople and many 

other states in the nation noticed that a Kansas woman had put her hat into the ring 

running for legislature for the first time.34 Many people in the town of Liberal had 

encouraged her to run against the Democratic incumbent, A. A. Farmer, reinforcing 

her belief in the possibility of success.35   

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ×ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÏÕÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÕÇÈÔȢ  0ÌÁÃÉÎÇ Á ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÄ 

Ȱ4Ï ÔÈÅ 6ÏÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ 3Å×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟȱ ÉÎ The Liberal News dated July 4, 1918, Grinstead 

reached out to her constituents with a description of her plan to run for a legislative 

seat on the Republican ticket.  She explained her background, starting with a 

reminder that she was a native-born Kansan, and continued on highlighting her 

achievements as a teacher, a preacher, and a lecturer for the W.C.T.U.   This letter to 

her voters gave Grinstead an opportunity to speak of her concerns about the poor, 

ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓȢ  3ÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÈÏ× ÓÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ 

three once in office.  This ad also emphasized her concerns about the management 

                                                        
32 Newton Evening News, (February 21,1919).  This article clipping, found in a scrapbook that 
Grinstead kept which contains many articles she saved that contained information about her, poems 
and other county information.  The scrapbook, presented to the Kansas State Historical Society by 
her daughter Darlene in 1948, can be found in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead 
collection 1878-[not before 1923], Col. 365. Repository: Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, 
Kansas. 
33 -Ã$Ï×ÅÌÌȟ ,ÉÌÌÉÁÎ 'Ȣ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓȭ &ÏÕÒ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÉÅÓ !ÒÅ (ÏÍÅ--ÁËÅÒÓȱ The Dearborn Independent. 
Dearborn, Mich., March 26, 1921. Kansas State Historical Society, 328 Clipp v.15. 
34 Ȱ7ÏÍÁÎ ÉÓ ÉÎ 2ÁÃÅȟȱ This article is found in 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ scrapbook at Kansas State Historical 
Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
35 Ibid. 
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ÏÆ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓȢ (ÅÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÆÒÁÍÅ ȰÌÁ×Ó ÇÏÖÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅȟ 

ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÕÎÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙ ÅØÐÅÎÄÉÔÕÒÅÓ ÏÆ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÆÕÎÄÓȢȱ  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ÏÆ 

course, had no qualms about explaining her disdain for alcohol, stating she had 

ȰÄÅÖÏÔÅÄ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÅÅËÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÁÎÄ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÉÌ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÅÍÐÅÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 

ËÉÎÄÒÅÄ ÖÉÃÅÓ ÂÏÔÈ ÉÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÁÓ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȢȱ  3ÈÅ ÆÉÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÐÌÅÁ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÔÅÒÓ ÂÙ 

outlining her views on equality, stating: 

 Ȱ) ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ Á ×ÏÍÁÎ ÉÓ ÉÎÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ Ás a candidate 
 ÆÏÒ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅȣ 9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ɍ×ÏÍÅÎɎ ÔÏ  
 ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄȣ×ÈÙ ÎÏÔ ÌÁÙ ÁÓÉÄÅ ÐÒÅÊÕÄÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÅÌÅÃÔ Á   

  woman to office, if you believe she is capable of   
  ÄÉÓÃÈÁÒÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȣÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ɍ)Ɏ ×ÉÌÌ  
  endeavor ÔÏ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÄÉÓÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÍÙ ÄÕÔÙ ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÅÒÖÁÎÔȢȱ36 

 
 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔȟ !Ȣ !Ȣ &ÁÒÍÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÃÕÍÂÅÎÔ $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔȟ ÔÏÏË ÏÕÔ ÁÎ ÁÄ 

in the competing newspaper, The Liberal Democrat, on October 31, 1918, a strategic 

move only six days before Election Day.  In his ad, Farmer explained more about 

how he was worried his opponent was a woman with no experience than he spoke 

of his own accomplishments.  He did not even name Grinstead.  He stated:  

ȰȣÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÎÁÍÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ Á ÌÁÄÙȠ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÔȟ Á 
 most estimable lady; one of the highest character and 
 standing in her community.  This lady asks to be 
 allowed to represent Seward County in the next 

Legislature as against the man who represented the 
 #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȣȱ 

 

 &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ ÁÄ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÅÒÓÕÁÄÅ ÖÏÔÅÒÓ ×ÈÙ ÔÈÅÙ should not vote for 

Grinstead due to her shortcomings instead of highlighting why they should vote for 

him.  His ad told voters when they got their ballot to stop and think a little when 

they saw the two names, (Grinstead not mentioned by her name still).  He 

                                                        
36 Ȱ4Ï ÔÈÅ 6ÏÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ 3Å×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙȟȱ The Liberal News, Liberal, Kansas, (July 4, 1918). This whole 
paragraph is condensed and quoteÄ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÄȢ 
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ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ȱ,Ï×ÅÒ (ÏÕÓÅ ÉÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÕÐ ÏÆ ρςυ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ 

ÔÈÁÎ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ωω ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÅÎȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ Á 

woman who would be in committees with men who got bills passed by talking in 

ȰÈÏÔÅÌ ÌÏÂÂÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÇÅÔ ÂÉÌÌÓ 

ÐÁÓÓÅÄȟȱ ÈÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ 

bills through?  Farmer ended his plea to the voters by asking them to vote for his 

experience as a male as opposed to the female who had no congressional 

experience.37  No rebuttal articles appeared in either newspaper, so Grinstead 

ÁÐÐÁÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ ÁÄȢ  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÏÏË ÏÕÔ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÐÒÉÎÔ 

ad ruÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÄÁÙ ÁÓ &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ ÁÄȟ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ σρȟ ρωρψȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ 

stating the goals she planned to fulfill once elected.   She thanked the people of 

Seward County for their loyal support and promised that, if elected, she would serve 

them well.  There was not one reference to her opponent, not one negative thing to 

ÓÁÙȟ ÏÎÌÙ Á ÌÁÓÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÖÏÔÅȢ38   

Taking a position opposite to that of A.A. Farmer, another Liberal, Kansas 

ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ Ȱ,ÅÔ ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÃÁÕse she is a woman 

3Å×ÁÒÄ ÃÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔs will not be well looked after in every way, for they will 

ÂÅȢȱ39  Grinstead, then living in Liberal, worked long and arduous hours, driving 

more than 5000 miles during her campaign, stopping along her path to talk with 

                                                        
37 This paragraph is condensed and ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÑÕÏÔÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 2ÁÃÅȱ 
found in The Liberal Democrat, Liberal Kansas, (October 31, 1918).  This article favors Farmer but 
ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ &ÁÒÍÅÒ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆȟ ÉÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÔÏ Ȱ×Åȱ ÂÕÔ 
ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÄÅÒ Á ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÅ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÁÓ ÔÏ Ȱ×ÈÏȱ ÔÈÅ Ȱ×Åȱ ÉÎÃÏÒÐÏÒÁÔÅÄȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÓ ÔÏ 
'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÁÓ ȰÌÁÄÙȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÂÙ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÔÅÓ &ÁÒÍÅÒ ÂÙ ÎÁÍÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ 
times. 
38 Ȱ! 0ÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ 7ÏÒÄ ÂÙ -ÉÎÎÉÅ *Ȣ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȢȱ The Liberal News, Liberal, Kansas, (October 31, 1918).  
39 Ȱ4ÈÅ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÎ #ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ 3Å×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙȱ 4ÈÅ Liberal News, Liberal, Kansas, (October 31, 
1918). 
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numerous farmers and other citizens for a few moments explaining why a vote for 

her was so important.  Later, reflecting on her time in office, she described her 

opponent as ȰÁ ÌÁÚÙ ÁÎÔÁÇÏÎÉÓÔȱ ÁÎÄ said she had never known any woman to get 

any honor without a lot of hard ×ÏÒËȢ    3ÈÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ)t is true that a woman 

danced to get the head of John the Baptist and it was delivered on a silver tray; you 

may guess I had to work too in ɍÇÁÉÎÉÎÇɎ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȱ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅȢ40   

Minnie Grinstead had specific views about women that were at opposite ends 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÐÅÃÔÒÕÍȢ  (ÅÒ ÌÉÂÅÒÁÌ ÓÉÄÅ ÁÄÖÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

rights in all aspects of life.  She believed that women could achieve anything as long 

as they put forth hard worËȢ  4ÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÉÄÅ ÕÐÈÅÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÆ ÔÈÁÔ Á ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ 

most important duty was to become a homemaker, which in her mind always came 

first.  She deemed her own position, as a representative, more as a commission to 

utilize her influence making things better for families and their homes in the state of 

Kansas.41  It was her intention to not only make laws, but to continue her womanly 

duties of caring for her family and home.   

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ×ÁÓ ÃÌÅÖÅÒ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃËÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ȰÂÅÌÉÅÆȱ ÉÎ 

femininity , family, and domesticity during her campaign.  It was a brilliant strategy 

she used in getting nominated and winning her seat as a State Representative.  It 

was during her time as a lecturer for the W.C.T.U. that she learned how to play a 

skilled political game to gain the respect of men and women and to be taken 

                                                        
40 4ÈÉÓ ÑÕÏÔÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ Ï×Î ÔÙÐÅÄ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ-Ù %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 
,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á Ô×Ï ÐÁÇÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÏÒ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ ÐÁÇÅÓȢ  )Ô ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 
State Historical Society in the Minnie Tamar Johnson & V.H. Grinstead Collection 1878-[not before 
1923]. 
41 Ȱ4ÈÅ &ÉÒÓÔ 7ÏÍÁÎ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒ ÉÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓ,ȱ Des Moines Iowa Homestead, Des Moines, Iowa, (March 4, 
1920). 
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seriously as a future politician.  By using her femininity, Grinstead assured men, who 

were still prone to have anti-ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÆÓȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ȰÓÔÉÌÌ Á ×ÏÍÁÎȱ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ 

not changing her gender role or her place in society.  Grinstead proudly accepted 

ȰÈÅÒ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȟȱ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒ ÓÈÅ ÒÅÆÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÃÅÄÅ 

that those duties prohibited her from participating in politics, making laws to better 

her community and state.42   

Like many women, Grinstead utilized the power of the W.C.T.U. to show anti-

suffragists that it was necessary to allow women the vote, as they were the 

protectors of society.   Having full suffrage would enable women both ȰÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÏÌÅÓ 

as wives and mothÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÏÍÅÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅÓ ÏÆ 

alcohol.43  Suffragists used this social utility argument as justification in gaining 

rights and Grinstead utilized this strategy to her benefit as she was ardently against 

alcohol and was a seasoned lecturer on prohibition.  When a newspaper journalist 

asked what she would be endorsing in her first session as a lawmaker, she 

ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ Ȱ2ÁÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎȣ) ÁÍ ÁÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÁÓ ÏÎÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÒÁÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

of the national prohibition ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔȢȱ44  

Grinstead possessed a strong desire to be a member of the assembly that would see 

the national prohibition law becoming a reality; this had been her main reason for 

running for office.  Furthermore, she had minced no words in expressing her desire 

                                                        
42 $Õ"ÏÉÓȟ %ÌÌÅÎȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ 2ÁÄÉÃÁÌÉÓÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÁÎ 3ÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ -ÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȡ .ÏÔÅÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ 
Reconstruction of Nineteenth-#ÅÎÔÕÒÙ &ÅÍÉÎÉÓÍȢȱ &ÅÍÉÎÉÓÔ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ ɉ!ÕÔÕÍÎȟ ρωχυɊȡ φυȢ 
43 $Õ"ÏÉÓȟ %ÌÌÅÎȢ Ȱ7ÏÍÁÎ 3ÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ Ǫ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 2ÉÇÈÔÓȢȱ .Å× 9ÏÒËȡ .Å× 9ÏÒË 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ 0ÒÅÓÓȟ ρωωψȡ 
39. 
44 Ibid. 
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to snuff out cigarettes and stated she had intentions to propose new legislation 

against smoking.45 

4ÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓȟ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÃÏÖÅÒÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ 

comprised of sparse write-ups placed in peculiar pages of the paper.  Local 

newspapers such as The Liberal (Kansas) Democrat and The Liberal (Kansas) News, 

published where Grinstead resided, often ran front-page stories as well as political 

ads about her.  Most ads that were related to the election were printed in these two 

ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒÓ ÏÎÌÙ Ô×Ï ÏÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÉÔ ÔÏÏË ÐÌÁÃÅȢ  "ÏÔÈ ÏÆ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌȭÓ 

newspapers put the Grinstead articles and highlights either on the front page or in 

the first few pages of the newspaper.  Papers in the rest of the country often talked 

about Kansas having a female candidate for legislature, but many of those articles 

ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȱ ÏÒ Ȱ/Æ )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÔÏ 7ÏÍÅÎȱ ÐÁÇÅÓȟ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

back pages of newspapers.   Obviously, Kansas had a more immediate concern about 

this election than did the rest of the country.  

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ×ÏÒË ÐÁÉÄ ÏÆÆȠ ÏÎ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ÄÁÙ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ χȟ ρωρψȟ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ 

ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÄÙ ÆÒÏÍ 

3Å×ÁÒÄȱ ÈÁÄ ×ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 3ÔÁÔÅ 2Åpresentative, beating her opponent, who 

was also the incumbent, by an unexpectedly large margin of votes.  She surprised 

many folks not because she won the election, but because she won by such a large 

margin.   Projected to win by a safe measure of possibly a hundred votes, she was 

not expected to win big, but, when the official electoral returns in Seward County 

                                                        
45 Ibid. 
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were published, Grinstead had 1,041 votes and the incumbent, Farmer, had 566 

votes.46   

The first woman elected to the Kansas State House of Representatives made 

news across the country.  The election had write-ups in papers ranging from Texas 

to Iowa and Colorado to New York.  Some of these articles were found on the front 

page and some in the back pages.  In December of 1918, interestingly enough, a 

Duluth, Minn. newspaper printed an insignificant little blurb about Grinstead 

becoming the first woman legislator in Kansas.  The blurb appeared under a larger 

ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ0ÁÃËÁÇÅ 7ÒÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÁÎ !ÒÔȢȱ  3ÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÐÅÒ probably 

attracted few males, the article seems to have been aimed at a female audience.  

Tucked in ever so slightly that one would not think it out of place, there was also a 

ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

article on GrÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÍÁËÅÓ ÉÔ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×Ó ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÎ 

afterthought.47  

Rumblings from men in the State House about having a woman enter the 

sacred precincts where they dominated began to surface.  Newspapers printed 

many articles enumeratiÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓȭÓ ÍÁÌÅ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ×ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÉÎÅÖÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅÈÏÕÓÅ ÉÎ 4ÏÐÅËÁȢ  7ÈÉÌÅ 

the State Constitution of Kansas allowed Grinstead to participate in politics, the 

news media outside of her hometown emphasized her feminine role as a mother 

and cast doubt on her abilities to be a good legislator.  Newspapers across Kansas 

ÐÅÒÐÅÔÕÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÉÍÐÅÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃÉÔÙ ÂÙ ÈÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ 

                                                        
46 Ȱ/ÆÆÉÃÉÁÌ 6ÏÔÅ ÏÆ 3Å×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙȢȱ The Liberal Democrat, Liberal, Kansas, (November 7, 1918).  
47 Ȱ0ÁÃËÁÇÅ 7ÒÁÐÐÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÁÎ !ÒÔȢȱ Duluth News-Tribune, Duluth, Minnesota, (December 22, 1918).  
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would be too feminine, and too politically inexperienced, to succeed in an overly 

male dominated atmosphere such as the State House.  Various articles in those 

newspapers reported concerns about Grinstead coming into the fold of legislators as 

the only woman. For example: 

Ȱ4ÈÅ ÓÏÌÅÍÎ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÍÅÎ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ +Ánsas statesmen shook 
their heads in doubt when it was reported that a woman had 
ÂÅÅÎ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄȣÔÈÅÙ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ -ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ Á 
ȰÆÕÓÓÙȱ ÍÅÍÂÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÃÏÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÎÄ ÆÁÕÌÔȟ ÁÎÄ 
ȰÎÁÇȱ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÏÒ ÓÍÏËÉÎÇ ÃÉÇÁÒÓȣÔÈÉÓ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÏÆ Á ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ 
sesÓÉÏÎ ÁÉÎȭÔ ÎÏ ÐÉÎË ÔÅÁ ÁÆÆÁÉÒȱ  
   ~Kansas City Star, Kansas City, Mo.48 

 
 

ȰWill she be known as a legislator or a legislatress?  Will she 
stand for cigar or cigarette smoke in the House?  What will be 
her position in matters where swear words sometimes creep 
into heated discussions? ...It will be interesting to see just 
how Mrs. Grinstead will take to the legislature and how it will 
×ÁÒÍ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÈÅÒȢȱ  
                 ~Chanute Tribune, Chanute, Kansas49 
 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÅÎ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÐÅÒÐÌÅØÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ problems 
that will arise in connection with her taking the seat.  Not so 
much as how she will meet her duties as to how they will 
manage their matters in her presence.  It will be interesting 
to note just how she takes to the job and how the legislature 
×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÒȢȱ  

               ~Emporia Weekly Gazette, Emporia, Kansas50 

 
While many newspapers printed stories that introduced a hint of negativity 

×ÈÉÌÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔÓȟ ÓÏÍÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÓËÅÐÔÉÃÉÓÍ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ 

succeed as a representative.  These skeptics kept readers pondering the question 

                                                        
48 Ȱ! &ÅÍÉÎÉÎÅ 1ÕÁÒÔÅÔÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȢȱ Kansas City Star, (November 17, 1920).  
49 Ȱ4ÈÅ 7ÏÍÁÎ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒȱ Chanute Tribune, November 16, 1918.  This article clipping, found in a 
scrapbook that Grinstead kept which contains many articles she saved that contained information 
about her, poems and other county information.  The scrapbook, presented to the Kansas State 
Historical Society by her daughter Darlene in 1948, can be found in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & 
Virgil Hooker Grinstead collection 1878-[not before 1923], Col. 365. Repository: Kansas State 
Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
50 Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ 7ÏÍÁÎ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒȢȱ Emporia Weekly Gazette, Emporia, Kansas, (January 9, 1919).  
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Ȱ(Ï× ×ÁÓ ÔÈÉÓ Ȱ,ÁÄÙ ÆÒÏÍ 3Å×ÁÒÄȱ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÁÓ Á ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒȩȱ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ Á ÆÅ× 

papers managed to portray Grinstead in a positive light as a woman highly capable 

of enacting laws and working amongst a roomful of men.  One paper described 

Grinstead after the election through the eyes of her Republican opponent in the 

August primary, whom she beaÔȢ   (Å ×ÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱ-ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÉÓÎȭÔ 

ÔÒÁÃË ÂÕÉÌÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÙÏÕ ÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÈÅÒ ÒÕÎȢȱ51  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
51 This is quote about Minnie Grinstead comes from a newspaper clipping from the Newton Evening 
News, (February 21, 1919) ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÓÃÒÁÐÂÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 3ÔÁÔÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ 
Topeka, Kansas. 
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CHAPTER II  ɀ First Term in Office (1918 -1920)  
  

 
Once elected, Grinstead made every attempt to promote the fact that she was 

a mother first and a legislator second.  It is not possible to discern, at this distance, 

whether Grinstead really believed this about herself or if it was a wise political 

strategy to declare for motherhood and domesticity in a world that still believed 

women were inherently suited to be mothersɂand not much else.  Grinstead had 

already established an extra-domestic lifestyle for herself as a lecturer, preacher, 

and campaigner, but she seems to have taken careful steps to make her career as a 

legislator acceptable to the gender-role traditionalists in her state, who were many. 

During that first year she held office, Grinstead brought her entire family with her to 

Topeka, renting a house downtown on Topeka Boulevard, not too far from the 

capital building.  She wanted to be able to prepare breakfast for them every morning 

just as she had always done, before she departed to the Capitol to conduct the 

business of lawmaking.52  

In April of 1920, the Duluth-News Tribune in Duluth, Minnesota wrote a 

ÓÕÂÓÔÁÎÔÉÁÌ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÏÎ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÉÎÇȟ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓȭ &ÉÒÓÔ &ÁÉÒ 3ÏÌÏÎ 

0ÕÔÓ ÔÈÅ (ÏÍÅ !ÂÏÖÅ !ÌÌȟ ȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃÉÔÙȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ 

ÈÅÒ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÓ ȰÍÏÔÈÅÒÌÙȱ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÒÔÒÁÙÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ office 

ÁÓ ȰÍÏÔÈÅÒÉÎÇȱ ÂÉÌÌÓȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÈÅÁÄÅÄ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÅÖÅÒÙ 

night. Only one paragraph was devoted to exploring where her interest in politics 

came from.  The story ended by focusing on her domestic duties, how she milked her 

                                                        
52 Ȱ#ÏÏË -ÅÁÌ &ÉÒÓÔȡ 4ÈÅÎ /ÎÌÙ 7ÏÍÁÎ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒ 'ÏÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ (ÏÕÓÅȢȱ Topeka Daily Journal, 
Topeka, Kansas, (January 15, 1919) found in a GrinsteadȭÓ scrapbook. 
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own cows, made her own butter, and raised chickens.  They proclaimed her 

excellence in housekeeping skills and praised her cooking.  That same article had 

appeared a month before in the Des Moines Iowa Homestead of March of 1920, 

emphasizing her domesticity.53 

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÁÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÈÏÕÓÅ ÐÒÏÖÅÄ Á ÍÅÍÏÒÁÂÌÅ ÏÎÅ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȟ 

as she was the first to grace the halls in the Capitol as well as the chamber floor of 

the House of Representatives.  When Grinstead took the oath of office, a large crowd 

of people gathered to see the first woman member of the House of Representative 

taking the oath.  She later reflected that some of the men there had looked at her 

with their thoughts clearly displayed in their facial expressions, and some even gave 

voice to those tÈÏÕÇÈÔÓȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÙ×ÁÙȩȱ54  Grinstead just 

smiled and strode right past them, ready to get on with her duties. 

 Upon entering the capital building, she could hear grumbling among some 

the Representatives about having a woman work among them.   Some men were 

skeptical about their future work environment in the House with Grinstead present.  

Representative McDougal from Edwards County, Kansas had been one of those 

skeptics.  He wrote a letter to one of his own constituents who had asked his opinion 

ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÌÁÄÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅȢȱ  /Î ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÈÅ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄȟ ÉÔ 

was customary for House seats to be selected.  Being gentlemen, the men offered 

Grinstead the opportunity to select any seat she wanted in the House.  McDougal 

                                                        
53 Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ &ÁÉÒ 3ÏÌÏÎ 0ÕÔÓ ÔÈÅ (ÏÍÅ !ÂÏÖÅ !ÌÌȢȱ Duluth News-Tribune, Duluth, Minnesota, (April 11, 
1920). 
54 4ÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ Ï×Î ÔÙÐÅÄ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ-Ù %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÉÔ ÉÓ 
a two page document that is incomplete or missing pages.  It can be found in the Minnie Tamar 
Johnson & V.H. Grinstead Collection 1878-[not before 1923] at the Kansas State Historical Society, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
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stated that right from the beginning he had been impressed with Grinstead, who 

could have had any seat she wanted--minus those of the Speaker and the Speaker 

pro-tem-- but chose a seat in the center of the House chamber, where no one could 

get to her, instead of taking a seat down on the front row where lobbyists could have 

ÅÁÓÉÌÙ ÈÁÄ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÒȢ  &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÏÍÅÎÔȟ -Ã$ÏÕÇÁÌ ȰÍÁÄÅ ÕÐ ÈÉÓ ÍÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ 

Grinstead ÃÏÕÌÄ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÈÅÒÓÅÌÆȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ  (Å ÅÎÄÅÄ ÈÉÓ 

letter stating that Grinstead ×ÁÓ ȰÁ ÌÁÄÙ ÏÆ ÇÏÏÄ ÐÏÉÓÅȟ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÅÎÓÉÂÌÅȟ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÆÌÉÅÓ ÏÆÆ 

on a tangent, is quite able to present her side of a case on the floor of the House and 

is a good loser when she finds her measure defeated, which is really one of the most 

necessary charÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÏÆ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒȢȱ55 

Grinstead brought to members of the House a ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ perspective on 

politics and proved that she could handle the job set before her. Ȱ4ÈÅ ,ÁÄÙ ÏÆ 

Sewardȟȱ as the men at the State House called her, introduced her fair share of bills 

and debated many presented by other Representatives.  Even though Grinstead lost 

some of her bills, she did so with dignity, proving to the men in the House that she 

could handle the job of being a representative, win or lose, which led to respect and 

admiration from her colleagues.   

 A uniquely presented press account about Grinstead was written from the 

ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÆ ÁÎ ÏÌÄÅÒ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ-Á *ÉÍËÉÎÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ-Á *ÉÍËÉÎÓ ÉÎ 

Toepky(sic):  Impressions Of An Old-Timer At TÈÅ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȢȱ  4he article, based 

ÏÎ -ÁȭÓ ÏÂÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÌÌÅÒÙȟ ÄÅÐÉÃÔÅÄ Grinstead ÁÓ ȰÁ ÃÁÐÁÂÌÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇȱ 

                                                        
55 Taken from an article called, The Caldwell News, (February 27, 1919) ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ 
ÓÃÒÁÐÂÏÏË ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ! -ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ 'ÉÆÔ 4Ï (ÅÒ 3ÏÎȱ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ Ǫ 6Ȣ(Ȣ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁd 
Collection 1878- [not before 1923] at the Kansas State Historical Society in Topeka, Kansas. 
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ÐÅÒÓÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÃÁÐÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÍÅȢ  Ȱ-Áȱ 

described her own visit to the chamber to observe Grinstead in action, explaining 

that she slid into her seat, took out her knitting, sat back and watched the 

happenings on the floor.  She looked around for that Minnie Grinstead, who she 

could tell right away from her clothes because the other members of the House had 

been wearinÇ ÓÕÉÔÓȢ Ȱ-Áȱ ×ÅÎÔ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȡ 

Ȱ 7ÈÅÎ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÄÙȭÓ ÅÆÆÉÃÉÅÎÔȟ ) ÊÕÓÔ ÓÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÊÕÒÅ 
ÕÐ Á ÔÈÉÎ ÆÁÃÅÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢȢȢÂÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÙ ȰÃÁÐÁÂÌÅȟȱ ) ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅ 
Á ÂÒÏÁÄ ÆÁÃÅÄȟ ÓÏÒÔ Ïȭ ÓÑÕÁÒÅ ÃÈÉÎÎÅÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ 
ÓÐÅÃÔÁÃÌÅÓȢ  -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÏÒÔȢ  )ȭÌÌ ÂÅÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÍÁÎ 
makes the best doughnuts of anybody in her county, and can 
ÐÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÐÁÔÃÈ ÏÎ Á ÐÁÉÒ ÏÆ ÐÁÎÔÓȢ  ,Áȟ ÈÅÒ ÂÅÉÎȭ ÓÏ 
ÃÁÐÁÂÌÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÍÙÓÔÅÒÙ ÔÏ ÍÅ ×ÈÙ ÓÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÖÅÒ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÉØ 
up in politics and get elected to the legislature.  !ÎÄ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅÔ 
ÈÅÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÁÌÌ ÒÕÎ ÄÏ×Î ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÅÌÓ ×ÈÉÌÅÓ 
ÓÈÅȭÓ ÕÐ ÈÅÒÅ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ÁÙÅ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÙȢ  "ÕÔ ÉÔ ÁÉÎȭÔ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ 
×ÈÁÔ )ȭÄ ÄÏ ÉÆ ) ×ÁÓ ÃÁÐÁÂÌÅȢȱ56 

  

 Ma was a widely syndicated reporter who wrote in the voice of an old 

country woman for comic effect.  Ȱ-ÁȭÓȱ ÐÏÓÅ ÉÓ ÒÅÍÉÎÉÓÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 

other writers for the sake of wry commentary during this period.  Marietta Holly 

ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ Ȭ*ÏÓÉÁÈ !ÌÌÅÎȭÓ 7ÉÆÅȱ ÁÓ Á ÎÁÒÒÁÔÏÒ ÆÏÒ Á ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÉÃ ÎÏÖÅÌÓȠ 0ÅÔÅÒ Finley 

Dunne created an Irish-American  bartender, Mr. Dooley, whose brogue 

commentary on the political and social issues of his day was syndicated in scores of 

ÐÁÐÅÒÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ  Ȱ-Áȱ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÁÐÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÓ 

ÔÏ ȰÈÅÒȱ ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÂÅst role is domesticity.  

Grinstead became accustomed to the climate of making laws with her male 

colleagues in the House.  She stated in her own brief account of her legislative 

                                                        
56 Ibid.  This article from an unknown newspaper and by unknown author is ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ 
scrapbookȢ   !ÌÌ ÔÈÅ ȰÆÏÌËÓÙȱ misspellings are found in the article as they are written. 
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experience that when the men finally saw that she indeed came to work and not just 

for show, they began to treat her with respect.57   

 Years later, Gabby Thompson, a lawyer in Manhattan, Kansas who had been 

ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȟ $ÁÒÌÉÎÅȟ ÒÅÃÏÕÎÔÅÄ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ $ÁÒÌÉÎÅ ÈÁÄ 

shared about Grinstead.  According to Thompson, Darline remembered that during 

GrinsteadȭÓ first session in the House, she rented a room at the Jayhawk Tower, a 

hotel located only two blocks away from the capital, in order to have restroom 

facilities.  Since Grinstead was the first woman at the State House, there were no 

lavatory accommodations available to her as all the restrooms were for males only, 

so for a short time Grinstead had to walk down the street to the hotel whenever 

nature called.58 

 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ first order of business as a Representative dealt with the national 

prohibitory amendment.  ! ÆÕÎÄÁÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÌÁ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ 

been working towards for years was within her reach.  On January 14, 1919, the 

House was in the midst of their rules and organization when the first order of 

business from the Senate appeared.  The Secretary of the Senate presented to the 

House of Representatives, the Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 2, proposing an 

amendment to the United States Constitution.59   'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ been a 

                                                        
57 &ÒÏÍ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ Ï×Î ÔÙÐÅÄ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ-Ù %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅ.ȱ This is a 
two-page document that is incomplete or has missing pages.  Found in Kansas State Historical Society 
in the Minnie Tamar Johnson & V.H. Grinstead Collection 1878-[not before 1923]. 
58 Gabrielle Thompson is a lawyer in Manhattan, Kansas, a friend and colleague of Darline Conover, 
'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÒÙ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÉÎ Á ÐÈÏÎÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ× ÒÅÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ 
Grinstead. 
59 Kansas House Journal. 21st Biennial Session, Topeka January 14-March 22, 1919 & Special Session, 
June 16-19, 1919: 6 & 7. 
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flutter with a vote so close at hand.  She was finally going to vote to get the 

amendment passed.   

 The (ÏÕÓÅ ÒÕÌÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÕÓÐÅÎÄÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÎÁÔÅȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ, 

and an emergency was declared for a second reading of the bill.  The motion 

prevailed and then the resolution read for a second time.  A further emergency was 

suspensefully declared, for a third reading of the bill , with a motion prevailing.  The 

ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ3hall the ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÂÅ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄȩȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ Òoll was then called 

with the following results:  Yeas 121, Nays 0 and those absent or not voting 3.60  

Both the House and the Senate in the State of Kansas had passed the bill 

unanimously in favor of a national constitution al amendment-- the 18th amendment 

-- prohibiting the sale and consumption of alcohol throughout the country, and thus 

maintaining Kansas as a leader in the prohibition movement.61  Grinstead was a part 

of the voting process, achieving, in the earliest days of her career in the state 

legislature, one of the chief goals that had led her there in the first place.  

 After a few weeks in office, Grinstead joined in the law-making session with 

confidence and skill. Grinstead was assigned to the Education Committee and to the 

Roads and Highways Committee in the first week of the session, and, on January 23, 

1919, she received assignment to the Public Welfare Committee.62  After being in 

office for some time, Grinstead later reported, she saw that the Public Welfare 

#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ȰÁ ÄÕÍÐÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÂÉÌls which otherwise had no 

                                                        
60 Ibid., 7. 
61 Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅ 6ÏÔÅÄ $ÒÙ !ÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔȟȱ The Hutchinson News, Hutchinson, Kansas (January 
14, 1919). 
62 Kansas House Journal. 21st Biennial Session, Topeka January 14-March 22, 1919 & Special Session, 
June 16-19, 1919: xv & xvi. 
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ÐÌÁÃÅȢȱ 3ÈÅ ÅÌÏÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ Á ȰÍÏÔÌÅÙ ÍÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÂÉÌÌÓ ÔÈÁÔ 

came to this committÅÅȟȱ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÆÕÌ ȰÕÎÓÏÕÇÈÔ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ 

ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȢȱ63 She told of the crowds of reporters, welfare workers and all kinds 

ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÄÅÁÌÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏ× ÓÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ȰÎÅÖÅÒ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÂÅ Á ÃÈÁÉÒÍÁÎ ÏÆ ÓÕÃÈ 

Á ÍÏÎÇÒÅÌ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢȱ64   

At 10:00 a.m. on January 17, 1919, the fourth day into the session, Grinstead 

ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÂÉÌÌȢ  Ȱ(ÏÕÓÅ ÂÉÌÌ .ÏȢ υυ ÒÅlated to an act vacating certain parts of 

ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌȟ +ÁÎÓÁÓȢȱ65  A plat is a section of land on a map that 

ÄÅÁÌÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÙÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȢ  )Î 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÁÓÅȟ ÖÁÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÐÁÒÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ 

Liberal, KS, meant she was asking for a law to change the blue prints of the map 

concerning certain parts of her city.66  The bill was read for the second time on 

January 20 on the chamber floor and then referred to the Judiciary Committee. The 

Judiciary Committee reported back to the House with a recommendation that the 

bill not be passed, because the committee had prepared a substitute bill.67  

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÂÉÌÌȟ ÔÈÅÎȟ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÎÁÔÅȢ  (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ 

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÒÅÁÌ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ɀ the ones for which she had sought election to the House of 

Representatives--would come shortly with the national woman suffrage and 

prohibition amendments. 

                                                        
63 &ÒÏÍ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ Ï×Î ÔÙÐÅÄ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ-Ù %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á Ô×Ï 
page document that is incomplete or missing pages.  Found in Kansas State Historical Society in the 
Minnie Tamar Johnson & V.H. Grinstead Collection 1878-[not before 1923]. 
64 Ibid. 
65 Kansas House Journal. 21st Biennial Session, Topeka January 14-March 22, 1919 & Special Session, 
June 16-19, 1919: 17. 
66 State of Kansas Session Laws, 1919. Passed at the 38th Regular Session ɀ The Same Being the 21st 
Biennial Session of the legislature of the State of Kansas, June 17, 1919: 147-148. 
67 Kansas House Journal. 21st Biennial Session, Topeka January 14-March 22, 1919 & Special Session, 
June 16-19, 1919: 32, 37 & 492. 
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 /Î *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρυȟ ρωρωȟ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ !ÌÌÅÎȭÓ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ 

ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ as early as 

ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓȢ  (Å ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ ×ÁÓ Á ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ 

ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÍÐÔ ÁÃÔÉÏÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÈÉÇÈ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ 

action would be taken by the legislature as requested.  The very same day Minnie 

Grinstead introduced the House concurrent resolution No. 4 relating to 

recommendations to the Congress of the United States concerning an amendment to 

ÔÈÅ ÆÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎ ÇÒÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÍÅÎȢȱ68  On January 22, 

1919, Governor Allen wrote a note to the House of Representatives approving the 

House concurrent resolution No. 4.  The bill was ready to be voted on when the time 

came for a national amendment to take place. 

A special legislative session was called for June 16-19, 1919, for the 

ÒÁÔÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÁÃÃÏÒÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒ 

!ÌÌÅÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÁÔÅÄ *ÕÎÅ ωȟ ρωρωȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÁÄȡ 69 

 

                                                        
68 Ibid.,18 & 21. 
69 Ibid., 950. 
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! ÑÕÏÒÕÍ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȟ Ȱρςρ ÇÅÎÔÌÅÍÅÎȱȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ -ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÖÏÔÅ ÏÎ 

the matter.  Governor Allen thanked the members of the legislature for expediting 

the bill as quickly as they did and for coming back from recess to vote on the matter.  

He stated: 

 Ȱ4ÈÅ ÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÁÎÈÏÏÄ ÈÁÄ ÎÏ ÆÉÎÅÒ ÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ 
paid by the legislators now assembled in compliance with 
their own wishes for a single purpose of ratifying an 
amendment to the national constitution granting full suffrage 
to the women of the United States.  The very fact that the 
amendment adds nothing to the privileges of Kansas women, 
who already share with Kansas men equal responsibility in 
the exercise of the right of suffrage, only emphasizes the 
weight which this state attaches to the movement for 
political equality and freedom which is felt in the entire 
×ÏÒÌÄȢȱ70 
 

Grinstead introduced House Resolution No. 4 again, ratifying the proposed suffrage 

amendment. Representative Frank Martin of Hutchinson, Kansas moved that an 

emergency be declared and the bill be read a second time, so the motion prevailed 

and was read a second time.  Martin further moved that the bill be read for a third 

time and then called for a vote to be taken.  Before the vote proceeded, Martin had 

ÏÎÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÒÅÍÁÒËȢ (Å ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ȰÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÒ 

any other affected the good that was anticipated.  I do not believe that it has 

reformed politics any.  A pan of hot biscuits or a roasted turkey will go a lot further 

ÉÎ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÉÎÇ ÍÅÎ ÔÈÁÎ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅȱ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÓÍÉÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÖÏÔÅÄ ÁÙÅ ÆÏÒ 

the passage of woman suffrage.71  Women who had been present in the gallery that 

day on such a momentous occasion applauded and praised every point made when 

the bill had been read.   Of course, there may have been a groan or two when hearing 

                                                        
70 Ibid., 952. 
71 ! ÑÕÏÔÅ ÏÆ &ÒÁÎË ,Ȣ -ÁÒÔÉÎ ÔÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ Ȱ.Å×Ó )ÔÅÍÓ &ÒÏÍ !ÌÌ /ÖÅÒ +ÁÎÓÁÓȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Scandia 
Journal in Republic County, Kansas, (July 3, 1919). 
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Representative Martin give his one last opinion on the matter before voting in favor 

of woman suffrage rights.72  The bill passed unanimously with 120 Ayes and 0 nays 

with only 5 members who were either not present or not voting, giving the bill a 

constitutional majority and the resolution was adopted.73  The event made local and 

national headlines.  The Emporia Gazette gave Grinstead the headline, stating she 

ȰÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÈÏÎÏÒ ÁÓ Á ×ÏÍÁÎ ÏÆ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÌÌȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÓÏ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 

-ÁÒÔÉÎ ȰÇÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÄÉÓÃÏÒÄÁÎÔ ÎÏÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÄ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÉÎ Á ÓÅÍÉ-

humorouÓ ÆÁÓÈÉÏÎȢȱ74 

 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÔÅÒÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρωρω ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÍÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÓÏÍÅ 

controversy, particularly on one bill she introduced, an anti-smoking bill, and there 

was also controversy about a segregation bill, originally introduced in the Senate, 

which she had voted on.   On January 24, 1919, Grinstead introduced House bill 208 

ɀ an act to prohibit smoking in public dining places.  On January 27, the bill managed 

to get referred to the Public Welfare committee for further debate.  On February 1, 

Minnie Grinstead, the Chairman of the Public Welfare Committee, reported the bill 

back to the House with the recommendation that it not be passed because the Public 

Welfare Committee had intended to submit a bill covering the same concerns.  The 

Committee introduced House bill 324 with a change in the bill that prohibited 

smoking in public places where women and children were served.  The bill, again, 

was sent to the Committee of the Whole and they recommended that the bill be 

passed in the House as amended.  On February 13, 1919 the House voted on the bill 

                                                        
72 Ibid.  
73 Kansas House Journal. 21st Biennial Session, Topeka January 14-March 22, 1919 & Special Session, 
June 16-19, 1919: 953-954. 
74 Ȱ3ÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ 6ÏÔÅ )Ó 5ÎÁÎÉÍÏÕÓȢȱ Emporia Gazette, Emporia, Kansas, (June 16, 1919).  
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with 64 Ayes, 37 nays and 25 who were either absent that day or not voting.  The 

bill passed in the House and was sent to the Senate where it sat and was never made 

into state law.75  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÖÉÓÉÏÎ Ïf this bill would not come to fruition until 2010 

when the Kansas State legislature passed a statewide ban on smoking in all public 

establishments. The 1919 bill, however, gave Grinstead national notoriety, as many 

newspapers across the country, from Kansas to Michigan and on to Illinois, followed 

this story with the news of a bill that had been passed in the Kansas House by the 

Ȱ×ÏÍÁÎ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒȢȱ   

 A highly controversial bill introduced on the Senate side of the Capital 

building, and one devised by one oÆ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÁÇÕÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅȟ ÄÅÁÌÔ ×ÉÔÈ 

ÓÅÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÃÉÔÉÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ ȰÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÃÌÁÓÓȱ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ 

numbers of the city, not the social status of its residents.  Senate bill No. 567 was the 

focus of many local and national newspaper headlines.  The bill intended to amend 

the General Statues of 1915, Section 9136, giving the local boards of education the 

power to decide to segregate their schools or not.  Introduced for the first time in 

the Senate on February 26, 1919 and passed, then sent on to the House to be 

deliberated, the bill ended up in the Education Committee, which Grinstead served 

on.  The committee tied up the bill until March. 

 The same segregation bill, House bill no. 9, was created and introduced by 

RepresÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ 9ÏÕÎÔȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÁÇÕÅÓȢ   /Î &ÅÂȢ ρχȟ ρωρω ÔÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÃÁÍÅ 

up for passage.  Roll call had been demanded and granted and then a vote was taken 

on the bill.  With the outcome of 28 Yeas, 63 nays and 34 either absent or not voting, 

                                                        
75 Kansas House Journal. 21st Biennial Session, Topeka January 14-March 22, 1919 & Special Session, 
June 16-19, 1919: 60, 65, 118, 120, 196, 209. 



 

35 

the bill did not pass.  Minnie Grinstead had been one of the representatives voting 

yes on the issue of changing the General Statutes of 1915 to allow segregation of 

black and white students in schools. 

 The issue came up again on March 15, 1919, with Senate bill no. 567 reported 

from the Standing Committee on Education.  Representative Evans reported that the 

committee wanted to send the bill back to the House with the recommendation that 

it not be passed.  Grinstead, along with her colleague J.A. Myers, made a concurrent 

ÒÅÍÁÒË ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÏÎ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 

ÔÏ ×ÈÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ 3ÅÎÁÔÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÎÏȢ υφχ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÎÔȱ ÈÁs considered the same bill and 

is reporting a recommendation that the bill be passed.76   Grinstead voted yes to a 

bill that would allow segregation in schools located in second class cities.  Myers and 

Grinstead both came from rural counties in western Kansas where the people were 

typically more conservative than those in the eastern part of the state.  The 

reasoning behind their vote for the bill is unknown, but one can speculate that 

Grinstead may have believed her vote in favor of segregation was one to protect the 

children of both races from any harm or she may have played to her constituency 

and cast a vote that catered to the interests of the residents in her county.  

 Starting in January of 1919, the Topeka Plaindealer and the Kansas City Star 

×ÒÏÔÅ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ Ô×Ï ÂÉÌÌÓȢ  (ÅÁÄÌÉÎÅÓ ÒÅÁÄȟ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ (ÁÓ 

Negro Pupil Row: Bill to SegregaÔÅ .ÅÇÒÏÅÓ 7ÉÌÌ 3ÔÁÒÔ &ÉÇÈÔ )Î ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȟȱ ÁÎÄȟ 

ÌÁÔÅÒȟ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ +ÉÌÌÓ 3ÅÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÉÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ Grinstead 

and J.A. Myers to the Kaiser for voting to have the segregation bills passed.  Though 

                                                        
76 Ibid., 634. 
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the segregation bill did not pass in the House and was never signed by the governor 

into law, character assassination on Grinstead ensued.  One editorial critic said she 

was worthless as a legislator, and the rest read as follows: 

Ȱ-ÒÓȢ -ÉÎÎÉÅ *Ȣ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌȟ 3Å×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÁÎÄ *Ȣ!Ȣ 
Myers filed a minority report which placed the bill on the 
calendar, thereby causing so much trouble for a people who 
are 100 per cent American in name, deed and act.  We hope 
the good people of Liberal will exercise good judgment and 
see that this woman sÔÁÙÓ ÁÔ ÈÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÁÒÎÓ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȭÓ 
socks, gets his meals and keeps the cobwebs out the house.  
(sic) It seems to be the opinion of both men and women in 
and around the capitol that she would succeed more 
admirably at that than trying to make laws.  The only thing 
she did for Seward county was to place her son on the payroll 
as a page in the House, thereby keeping some returned 
soldier out of a job and violating the law that forbids making 
a public job a family affair.  It is the first time that a woman 
has ever had a seat in the Kansas legislature, and it is a pity 
that they were represented by such a miserable failure.  
However we believe the people who voted for Mrs. Grinstead 
ÄÉÄ ÉÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÓ Á ÆÁÄ ÔÈÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÒÅÁÌ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓȢȱ77 

 

 The Topeka Plaindealer depicted Grinstead as worthless, but she proved 

otherwise.  During her first session from January to June 1919, she introduced 

thirteen bills.  Of those thirteen bills, the Governor signed only one into law, House 

bill 495 related to roads, and empowering county commissioners to permit fences 

ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÒÏÁÄÓȢ  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÏÌÌÅÁÇÕÅÓ ÇÒÅ× ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÈÅÒ ÁÓ Á ÔÒÕÓÔÅÄ ÃÏÌÌÁÂÏÒÁÔÏÒ 

and thought her in no way a failure.  On March 15, 1919 the House of 

Representatives honored Grinstead in the afternoon session for the duties she 

                                                        
77 Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅɀ2ÅÆÕÓÅÓ 4Ï 0ÁÓÓ 3ÅÇÒÅÇÁÔÉÏÎ "ÉÌÌȟȱ Plaindealer, Topeka, Kansas, (March 21, 
1919).  It was verified in the 1919 Kansas House Journal on p. 25 on a report from the standing 
committee that the Committee on Employees recommended approval for Wade Grinstead to be 
employed as a page. 



 

37 

performed as a representative in the House. Representative Mr. Endres introduced 

House Resolution 31 honoring Grinstead.  It read as follows:78  

 

 Grinstead made an impression on the people of Liberal, the State of Kansas 

and the nation.  She repeatedly made local and national news with her activities in 

the State House.  Grinstead opened doors for the women in Kansas, proving that a 

woman could handle being a legislator and maintain the ability to care for her 

family.  During her first two years in office Grinstead had the unique opportunity to 

vote on the national amendment granting suffrage to all women and she introduced 

bills important to her, such as the anti-smoking bill.   National amendments for 

woman suffrage along with prohibition had been her major platforms in running for 

office.  She had achieved her major goals during her first term in office.  Minnie 

                                                        
78 Kansas House Journal. 21st Biennial Session, Topeka January 14-March 22, 1919 & Special Session, 
June 16-19, 1919: 645. 
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Grinstead set the bar for the women of Kansas to work hard and participate in the 

campaigning process.  She made it easier for the women who came after her in the 

House of Representatives to operate in the State House and serve Kansas politics in 

the future.  
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CHAPTER III  ɀ Second & Third Term in Office  

 

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ Second Term (1920-1922)   

 After a successful first term of two years, Grinstead went back to Liberal and 

resumed her job as a Baptist minister, conducting Sunday services for absent 

ministers in churches around the county and officiating at funerals in and around 

Liberal.79 She continued making appearances with the W.C.T.U. and giving speeches 

at various places around the State of Kansas.  Becoming the first woman in the 

House of Representatives had given Grinstead notoriety and people came out to 

hear her speak.  In early July of 1920, a local Liberal newspaper reported that 

Grinstead was going to seek a second term in the Kansas House of Representatives.  

Still running on the Republican ticket, she took out a major political ad on the front 

page of the September 16, 1920, issue of Liberal News (Liberal, Kansas).  Her picture 

was planted right in the middle of the page with an endorsement from Governor 

!ÌÌÅÎ ȰÈÉÇÈÌÙ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÇÏÏÄ ×ÏÒËȱ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 3Å×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 

should be proud of her.80    

 Another ad, placed a few pages back, had the same picture as on the front 

page and a letter expressing GrinsteadȭÓ gratitude to her friends.  She first thanked 

ÈÅÒ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÈÏ× ÓÈÅ ȰÂÌÁÚÅÄ ÁÎ ÕÎËÎÏ×Î 

trail in Kansas, being the first woman elected ÔÏ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÁÎÄ 

                                                        
79 A few newspapers in Liberal, Kansas reported the many activities of Minnie Grinstead. On July 14, 
1921, The Liberal Democrat, Liberal, Kansas, reported Grinstead officiating at a funeral for a local 
resident.   
80 The Liberal News, Second Section, Liberal, Kansas, (September 16, 1920).  
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emphasized how their county was the first to send a woman into office.81   She 

informed readers that three other women in Kansas were running in the 1920 

election and described debating on the floor of the house for the interests of Seward 

County.  She stressed that she was 100 percent American and that she stood by 

those Kansas heroes who had given their lives in the defense of liberty during the 

World War.  She believed in the home, in children, in God, clean living and morals.  

She stood firm on the rigid enforcement of the 18th Amendment and asked her 

constituents to entrust her with the policies of their representative district and 

pledged to give even better service (than she gave them the last term) if she got 

elected.82   

 Grinstead was running against her opponent in the previous election, A. A. 

Farmer, who campaigned a second time hoping to defeat the woman who had 

managed to win the House seat two years earlier.  Trying hard to make Grinstead 

look bad, he took out a political ad in the Liberal News.  In a highlighted box with a 

ÌÁÒÇÅ ÔÉÔÌÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÄ ÒÅÁÄȟ Ȱ4Ï ÔÈÅ 6ÏÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ 3Å×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙ - In Reply to An Article by 

-ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȢȱ  5ÎÌÉËÅ &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ ÁÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÄ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÂÙ 

name, not just a refereÎÃÅ ÔÏ ȰÔÈÅ ÌÁÄÙ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÁÄ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÉÚÅÄ Grinstead for 

voting against a bill that provided for the free distribution of grasshopper poison.  

(Å ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ȰÖÏÔÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ Á ÂÉÌÌ ÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÈÉÎÇȟ 

but being an entirely diffÅÒÅÎÔ ÂÉÌÌ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÕÎ×ÏÒËÁÂÌÅȟȱ ÂÕÔ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ ÈÏ× 

or why the issue was unworkable. 83  He urged people to come by his office to look 

                                                        
81 Ibid. 
82 The Liberal News, Liberal, Kansas, (October 14, 1920). 
83 The Liberal News, Liberal, Kansas, (October 21, 1920). 
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at the facts in the House Journal so they could see his record for themselves; 

however, his ad fell on deaf ears.  Minnie Grinstead beat A. A. Farmer for a second 

time, winning by 357 votes.84 

  Nineteen-twenty marked the year women gained national suffrage and more 

women across the nation were elected to state legislative bodies. Newspapers 

across the country commented on the growing political arena for women in 

America.  In 1916, Janette Rankin, a Republican from Duluth, Montana, had been the 

first woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving a two-year term 

from 1917-1919.  Not campaigning for a second term in November of 1920, Rankin 

was recognized with an appointment as field secretary of the National Consumers 

League.85   

 Other newspapers across the country reported that the Middle West and the 

West were leading the nation in electing women.  News from Massachusetts to 

Oregon and Ohio to Texas reported that women were being elected to state 

ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅÓȢ  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ×ÁÓ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅÓ 

of the three women who followed her into the House of Representatives in the 1920 

election: Minnie Minnich, Nellie Cline and Ida Walker. 86 

 Newspapers all over Kansas and the nation spread the word that Minnie 

Grinstead would not be a lone woman in the Kansas House of Representatives.  The 

                                                        
84 The Liberal News, Liberal, Seward County, Kansas, (November 4, 1920). 
85 Ȱ4ÈÅ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ !ÒÅÎÁȟȱ Duluth News-Tribune, Duluth, Minnesota, (November 24, 1920). 
86 The following newspapers reported on Minnie Grinstead as well as other women across the 
country the same article from Associate Press in New York.  Corsica Daily Sun, Corsica, Texas, 
(January 5, 1921); The Boston Globe, Boston Massachusetts, (December 12, 1920); The Oregonian, 
Portland, Oregon, (December 28, 1920); The Riverside Independent Enterprise, Riverside, California, 
(December 6, 1920); The Van Wert Daily Bulletin, Van Wert, Ohio, (January 7, 1921).  Many other 
newspapers were found with this same article as well. 



 

42 

Kansas City Star reported immediately after the ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×Ó ÔÈÁÔ Á ȰÆÅÍÉÎÉÎÅ 

ÑÕÁÒÔÅÔÔÅȱ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÅÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȢȱ  Grinstead was described as a 

ȰÈÁÐÐÙ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÃÁÔÔÙȟ ÆÕÓÓÙ ÏÒ 

Á ÎÁÇÇÅÒȢȱ  4ÈÅ ÐÁÐÅÒÓ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÎ ÈÏ× 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ frequently suggested that the 

legislative chamber floors needed sweeping, the desks should be dusted, and the 

dishes needed better washing, instead of all the bills and arguments she had put 

forth in her last term as representative.  The Kansas City Star article explained 

ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÈÏ× Ȱ'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÈÅÒ 

ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ ÌÁ×ÍÁËÉÎÇȢȱ87  This was 

ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ Á ÓÎÉÄÅ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ×ÏÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ Á ÌÁ×ÍÁËÅÒȟ Á 

woman who was concerned about the tidiness of the State House, and how she was 

bringing more women with her to support her demands for housekeeping.  

However, the article does go on to praise Grinstead for finding her place among the 

men of the house and doing Á ÇÏÏÄ ÊÏÂ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÖÉÎÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ Á ÆÕÌÌ ȰÇÒÁÓÐ 

ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÁÆÆÁÉÒÓ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ88  

 In January 1921, before the start of the legislative session, Grinstead was 

unable to get to Topeka early to prepare for her duties as the representative of 

3Å×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙȢ   (ÅÒ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ $ÁÒÌÉÎÅȭÓ ÓÃÁÒÌÅÔ ÆÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÄ ËÅÐÔ Grinstead in her 

home, under quarantine, along with the rest of her family.  A Joplin, MO newspaper 

later reported that Grinstead was finally permitted to return to the State House on 

Sunday, January 9 after the proper fumigation of her home.  Grinstead did make it to 

                                                        
87 Ȱ! &ÅÍÉÎÉÎÅ 1ÕÁÒÔÅÔÔÅ ÉÎ 4ÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȢȱ  The Kansas City Star, Kansas City, Missouri, 
(November 17, 1920).  All the quotes in this paragraph come from the same newspaper article.  
88 Ibid.  
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roll call on the 11th of January, the first day of business.  It was not in GrinsteadȭÓ 

character to miss the first day of work. 89 

  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÔÅÒÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÍÅ 

without some controversy.  Making the headlines in newspapers across the country 

seemed to come readily whatever she did, even if it was just something she said.   It 

was no secret that Grinstead believed in equality between the sexes and wanted to 

show those beliefs in her legislation.  For 1921, she was greatly ahead of her time 

and even more progressive than the progressives in Kansas.  On February 11, 1921, 

Senator Charles H. Ridgeway, a Republican from Kansas City, introduced a bill that 

would levy a tax on single men:  a $10 tax annually for each bachelor that would go 

toward the increase of pay for maiden schoolteachers.  Grinstead made a statement 

ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÍÅÎ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÓÉÎÇÌÅÎÅÓÓȟ ÓÏ ÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ 

ÁÇÅ ÏÆ ςρ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÉÎÇÌÅȢȱ90   The Bismarck Tribune  (Bismarck N.D.) and The Bay 

City Times (Bay City, Mich.), among a few other newspapers, featured the news as a 

ÈÕÇÅ ÅÖÅÎÔȢ  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ Ô×Ï ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÁÇÕÅÓȭ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÐÌÁÃÅÄ 

ÂÅÌÏ× ÁÎ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÔÉÔÌÅÄȟ Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ 7ÏÕÌÄ 4ÁØ /ÌÄ -ÁÉÄÓȱ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ 

cartoon above the title. (see Appendix II).  Nellie Cline, the Democratic 

2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ȰÂÁÃÈÅÌÏÒ ÇÉÒÌȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ (ÏÕÓÅȟ ÄÉÄ 

                                                        
89 This paragraph is taken from two articles reporting her whereabouts and why.  The Lawrence 
Journal World, Lawrence, Kansas, (January 11, 1921) & The Liberal Democrat, Liberal, Kansas, 
(January 13, 1921).  While there is a discrepancy in the dates, the Kansas House Journal of 1921 
showed her present at roll call on the 11th of January with all the other legislators. 
90 Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ 7ÏÕÌÄ 4ÁØ /ÌÄ -ÁÉÄÓȟȱ The Bismarck Tribune, Bismarck, North Dakota, 
(February 16, 1921).  This article was also reported in the Miami District Daily News, Miami, 
Oklahoma, the Olean Evening Times, Olean, New York, and in the Salt Lake Telegram, Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 
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not have a word to say on the matter.91   Grinstead never introduced a tax bill for 

ȰÂÁÃÈÅÌÏÒ ÇÉÒÌÓȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ÆÏÒ single men never became law.  The 

newspapers across the country reported a bigger story than what had actually taken 

place. 

 On January 12, 1921 the Governor of Kansas gave his annual address to the 

(ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ  #ÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ×ÏÒËÍÅÎȭÓ compensation he included these 

words:92 

 

 
Grinstead ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÅÑÕÉÔÙȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔȢ  

However, in doing so she introduced a bill so progressive that it gained criticism in 

the national news and brought her many letters of resentment in a matter of days.  

On January 17, 1921, Grinstead ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ Ȱ(ÏÕÓÅ ÂÉÌÌ .ÏȢ υυ - an act giving to 

married women the right to their services during coverture, empowering them to 

recover for a loss or impairment of their ability to perform ÓÕÃÈ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢȱ93   

Coverture laws, dating back centuries in English common law, had been 

ÉÍÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ρσ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

rights.  In 1921, the laws of marriage had not changed much since the inception of 

                                                        
91 This paragraph comes from three articles. Oskaloosa Daily Herald, Oskaloosa, Iowa, (January 27, 
1921); Sandusky Star Journal, Sandusky, Ohio, (January 27, 1921); and The Bay City Times, Bay City, 
Michigan, (February 14, 1921).  Many of the articles from other newspapers around the country 
reported the same article on this event coming from Topeka, Kansas. 
92 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11- March 21, Inclusive, 1921: 16. 
93 Ibid., 747. 
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statehood.  In 1859, at the Wyandotte Convention in Kansas, abolitionist men 

decided to grant women rights over real and personal property, their earnings, 

divorce under certain circumstances, and child custody, thereby overturning several 

provisions of coverture law.94  WomenȭÓ ȰÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȱ ÉÓ Á ÌÅÇÁÌ ÔÅÒÍ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂ 

that the woman does within the home such as cleaning, cooking, and caring for the 

familyȢ  )Ô ÃÁÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÐÐÌÙ ÔÏ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ ÃÈÏÒÅÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÔÁËÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȭÓ ÐÌÁÃÅ of 

business.  While women had been entitled to sue for pain and suffering due to injury 

caused at a place of paid employment or some other place outside the home, they 

could not sue for the loss of their own domestic services. 

 Grinstead later reflected on the misunderstood Coverture Bill and explained 

that it had been drafted to give women who were stay-at-home mothers the right to 

their own in-home labor and the right to sue in cases of accident or injury from a 

negligent third party.   According to a 1925 article in the Harvard Law Review 

ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÉÎÇ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÔÏ ×ÉÆÅȭÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÔÈÅ ρωςρ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÌÁ×, explained that 

should a woman be injured by a wrongful third party, the husband might sue for 

damages because he had lost his ×ÉÆÅȭÓ services, such as doing house work, caring 

for the children, cooking, and tending to the needs of her husband.95   Under the 

ρωςρ ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÌÁ× ÉÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÆÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÅ ȰÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÄÁÍÁÇÅȟȱ 

she could only sue a negligent third party for her pain and suffering. To be able to 

sue for damages for Ȱloss of services,ȱ two law suits needed to be filed and any 

damage money won could be given to the wife, but ultimately the money belonged 

                                                        
94 &ÌÅÎÔÊÅȟ (Ȣ %Ä×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ *ÏÓÅÐÈ !Ȣ !ÉÓÔÒÕÐȢ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ 'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȢȱ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȟ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁ: 
University of Nebraska Press, 2010: 31. 
95 7ÁÒÒÅÎȟ *ÏÓÅÐÈȢ ͼ(ÕÓÂÁÎÄȭÓ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 7ÉÆÅȭÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȢͼ Harvard Law Review 38, no. 4 (February 
1925). 
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to the husband.96  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÐÒÏÐÏÓÉÎÇ the bill was to eliminate the 

need for a second lawsuit, thus eliminating the husband entirely from the process.  

This step would limit litigation expenses while placing the married woman on the 

same legal level as her husband.97   

 Grinstead briefly described how the wife in the existing circumstances was 

like an employee of the husband and that two suits were necessary to recover 

damages, the wifeȭÓ and her husbandȭÓȢ  )Ô ×ÁÓ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÏÎÅ ÓÕÉÔ 

suffice to save expenses and to let women keep their own damages collected along 

with the pain and suffering damages.98  The newspapers in Kansas and throughout 

ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏÏË 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÅØÐÌÁÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔ ÁÎÄ Ô×ÉÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ 

her bill by alleging that a woman was an employee of her husband and could sue 

him for damages should she receive injuries at home while doing her household 

duties.99  

 In April of 1921, Mary Ogden White wrote an article in the Life and Labor 

Monthly Magazine ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ(ÅÒ 2ÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ )ÎÊÕÒÅÄȟȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ 

Grinstead was trying to get pushed through the House.  The article began with the 

ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔȟ Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ÌÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÁÌÌ ÄÏ×ÎÓÔÁÉÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÒÅÁË ÙÏÕÒ 

ÇÏÏÄ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÒÍȟ ÆÏÒ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÒÍ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÒÏËÅÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ 

alone can recover damages for it, a woÍÁÎ ÃÁÎÎÏÔȟȱ  ×ÈÉÃÈ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÆÕÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ 

                                                        
96 Ȱ-Ù %ØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȱ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á Ô×Ï ÐÁÇÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ ÏÒ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇ 
pages.  It can be found in Kansas State Historical Society in the Minnie Tamar Johnson & V.H. 
Grinstead Collection 1878-[not before 1923]. 
97 Ȱ3ÔÁÔÕÓ ÏÆ -ÁÒÒÉÅÄ 7ÏÍÅÎ "ÉÌÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȟȱ Dallas Morning News, Dallas, Texas, 
(January 29, 1921).  
98 Ibid. 
99 Ȱ7ÉÖÅÓ #ÏÍÐÅÎÓÁÔÉÏÎ ,Á× 7ÏÕÌÄ $ÅÓÔÒÏÙ -ÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȟȱ The Liberal Democrat, Liberal, Kansas, 
(January 27, 1921). 
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ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÎ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÂÉÌÌȢ100   White compared this scenario with that of a farmer 

and his horse.  If an automobile smashed the leg of a horse that farmer could sue for 

damages because of the loss of his farming aid or delivery of goods.  In 1921, the 

status for women was scarcely different from the matter of horses and the bill 

Grinstead introduced would remedy the plight of the woman being held as 

chattel.101   

 In the House of Representatives, Grinstead introduced the original House bill 

no. 55 in January and the bill got so distorted and amended that she withdrew it on 

January 18, 1921, with unanimous consent.  On February 19, 1921, she introduced 

House bill no. 678, which was the same bill as the first one she had introduced only 

this time it contained a better explanation and goal.  Again the coverture bill made 

national news and again it brought much criticism to Grinstead.  The Iola (Kansas) 

Daily Register pointed out a few facts:  First, the coverture bill was simply a bill for 

the purpose of removing inequalities between men and women in the courts.  

Further, the original bill had been drafted by Judge Thornton W. Sargent of 

Sedgwick county district court and Judge Sargent wanted to place married women 

on the samÅ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÐÌÁÎÅ ÁÓ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ÍÅÎȢ  3ÁÒÇÅÎÔȭÓ ÂÉÌÌȟ ÔÈÅÎȟ ×ÁÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȰÍÏÔÈÅÒÅÄȱ 

in the legislature by Grinstead.102   In March of 1922, Grinstead was still facing 

ÏÂÓÔÁÃÌÅÓ ÉÎ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÐÁÓÓÅÄȢ  3ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ 

so misunderstood.  I have had letters from women criticizing me about the bill 

                                                        
100 White, Mary Ogden. ȰHer Right To Be IÎÊÕÒÅÄȟȱ Life & Labor: A Monthly Magazine. Vol. 11, no. 4, 
April 1921: 108-109. 
101 Ibid. 
102 Ȱ&ÉØ !Î %ÑÕÁÌ 3ÔÁÔÕÓȢȱ The Iola Daily Register, Iola, Kansas, (March 25, 1922). 
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ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÉÔȢȱ103  A woman from Massachusetts wrote to 

Grinstead saying she would never consider suing her husband if she was injured 

doing her housework.  Grinstead called ÔÈÅÓÅ ȰÒÉÄÉÃÕÌÏÕÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ×ȟȱ 

ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅÒ ÂÉÌÌ ÏÎÌÙ ÓÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÓÕÉÔ ÉÎ ȰÈÅÒ 

Ï×Î ÎÁÍÅ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÄÁÍÁÇÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÈÅÒ ÏÎ ÅÑÕÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× 

with her husband.104  'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÂÉÌÌ ×ÁÓ Ôoo advanced for a majority of the public 

to fully understand because the many misinterpretations of it clouded the vision of 

what the bill truly provided for the women of Kansas.  The Dearborn Independent in 

$ÅÁÒÂÏÒÎȟ -ÉÃÈÉÇÁÎ ÎÏÔÉÃÅÁÂÌÙ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÂill was too advanced even for 

ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ +ÁÎÓÁÓȢȱ105 

 While Grinstead had to explain a few of the initiatives she introduced into 

legislation, she did not let the interruptions distract her course for the betterment of 

women.  Education was very important to Grinstead and the higher education of 

women in particular was a priority.  A bill that Grinstead sponsored was House bill 

438, which read:106  

 

 

                                                        
103 Ibid. 
104 Ibid.  A discrepancy was found between the newspapers and the Kansas House Journal, 1921.  
House Bill no. 678 was reported that it never made it to the Senate.  This bill made it to the Judiciary 
Committee in the House and was reported by the committee chairman will a recommendation that 
the bill not be passed, p.392. 
105 McDowell, Lillian. Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓȭ &ÏÕÒ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÉÅÓ !ÒÅ (ÏÍÅ--ÁËÅÒÓȢȱ The Dearborn Independent, 
Dearborn, Mich., March 26, 1921. (p.75) 
106 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11-March 21, Inclusive 1921: 789. 



 

49 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÃÌÕÂÓ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓȟ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÉÁÔÅ ÁÌÕÍÎÁÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 7Ȣ#Ȣ4Ȣ5Ȣ ÁÌÌ 

ÅÎÄÏÒÓÅÄ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÂÉÌÌȢ  4ÈÅ ÂÉÌÌȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ȰÅÒÅÃÔ ÄÏÒÍÉÔÏÒÉÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÏÕÌÄ 

ÈÏÕÓÅ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ςπ ÐÅÒ ÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÒÌÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÂÉÌÌ 

ÍÁÄÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÁÎÄ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÎÅ×ÓȢ  Ȱ5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȟȱ The Emporia 

Gazette ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄȟ ȰÉÔ ÉÓ ÏÂvious that conditions could be made to protect the 

interests of the girl students and free them from the intolerable burdens of the 

conditions now existing.  There seems to be no sound reason why the proposed 

solution of this vital problem should not meet the general approval of the people of 

+ÁÎÓÁÓȢȱ107   Grinstead also believed that the bill would solve the problem that 

concerned all parents sending their daughters to college.  College women in Kansas 

had been required to live in off-campus boarding houses, some of which did not 

have curfews, or served poor food, or were in some other way quite unsavory.  The 

ÄÏÒÍÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ Á ȰÍÅÁÓÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅȱ ÆÏÒ 

women during their first one or two years of college. She felt that these dormitories 

would bring about a result that was for the good of the college and the young 

women who would be attending there.108 In February, the State of Affairs 

Committee reviewed the bill, and with the recommendation that the bill be passed, 

sent it to the Judiciary Committee, who also recommended the bill be passed.  

However, on March 7, 1921, Grinstead moved that the bill be stricken from the 

calendar and the motion prevailed.109  She never stated a reason why she removed it 

from the calendar nor did the newspapers report a reason for its removal.  

                                                        
107 Ȱ$ÏÒÍÉÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 'ÉÒÌÓȟȱ Emporia Weekly Gazette, Emporia, Kansas, (January 27, 1921). 
108 Ibid. 
109 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11- March 21, Inclusive, 1921: 175, 
296, 492. 
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'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÄÏÒÍÉÔÏÒÙ ÂÉÌÌ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÄÉÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÓÈÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÉÔ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÉÎ 

the 1923 legislative session.  It was possible she felt the bill would be killed in the 

Senate and removed it to be able to present later.  Maybe she felt the timing was not 

right.  There were no reports as to why she removed it from the calendar. 

 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÔÅÒÍ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÎÅ×ÓÍÁËÅÒÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÔÕÒÎÓ ÁÎÄ 

often showed how comfortable she had become as a lawmaker.  An Iowa and 

Nebraska newspaper ran a story about an oratorical marathon that Representative 

Judge F.L. Martin of Hutchinson was giving on the House floor.  Agitatedly, Grinstead 

ÉÎÔÅÒÒÕÐÔÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÃÏÌÌÅÁÇÕÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÓÐÅÅÃÈȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ 

×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÔÁÌË ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈȟ ) ÃÁÎ ÇÅÔ ÈÏÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÔ ÍÙ ÈÅÎÓȢȱ110 The Omaha World 

Herald added lightly that Mrs. Grinstead had said a mouthful, as there have been 

ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ȰÆÕÍÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÄÇÅÔÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ Á ÆÌÏÏÄ ÏÆ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÖÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÐÏÕÒÅÄ ÐÁÓÔ 

on their way ÔÏ ÏÂÌÉÖÉÏÎȢȱ  )Ô ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÏÌÄ ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÔȟ ÔÈÅ Herald remarked, voiced in 

distinctly feminine fashion and, the writer added, perhaps other legislative bodies in 

both the state and the nation could have benefited from a few more women 

members with broody hens at home.111 

 In March of 1921, while Grinstead was serving her second term in the House, 

Governor Henry Allen put together the State School Code Commission and Grinstead 

was appointed.   It was a post she took very seriously.  Having a background in 

education and serving as the chairman of the Education Committee since her first 

term, she was a natural choice to be asked to serve.  The job for the commission was 

                                                        
110Ȱ!ÌÌÅÎ &ÏÒÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÄÄÌÅȢȱ Iola Daily Register, Iola, Iowa, (February 15, 1921). 
111 Ȱ/ÒÁÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÔÔÉÎÇ (ÅÎÓȟȱ Omaha World Herald, Omaha, Nebraska, (February 16, 1921). Some of 
this was changed to be grammatically correct within the writing that which concerns the two 
sentences within this quotation.  
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ÔÏ ȰÍÁËÅ Á ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÌÁ×Ó ÁÎÄ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ Á ÐÌÁÎ ÏÆ ÃÏÄÉÆÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 

next legislatuÒÅȢȱ112  4ÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ +ÁÎÓÁÓȭÓ 

schools and make recommendations for a complete revision of school laws for the 

1923 legislature.113 

 Aside from the honor of being chosen to serve on the School Code 

Commission, Grinstead did not seem to have much luck getting many of the 13 bills 

she introduced in the House into laws.  In fact, only one bill that she introduced 

managed to make it into law.  House bill no. 492 was an act relating to the 

establishing, organizing, and maintaining free public county libraries for all counties 

in Kansas.114  Some of the other bills Grinstead introduced dealt with receiving 

homes for pregnant women, midwifery, local boards of health and part-time schools.  

Taken together, these initiatives demonstrated 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 

rights and equal opportunities, and her progressive interest in child and family 

welfare.  All of these bills made it into committees, but never got passed into law.115  

As a representative Grinstead ×ÁÓ Á ÂÒÁÖÅ ÆÉÇÈÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÎÅÖÅÒ 

failed to get her male colleagues attention, even if her ideas were too progressive for 

most of them. 

 Closer to the end of the 1921 legislative session, Kansas was once again in 

national newspapers, this time praising the work that the women in the House had 

done.  Clyde M. Reed of Topeka, Kansas wrote a letter to the editor of the New York 

                                                        
112 Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ ,Á×ÍÁËÅÒÓ -ÁÙ %ØÔÅÎÄ 4ÉÍÅȟȱ Joplin Globe, Joplin, Missouri, (March 17, 1921). 
113 Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ #ÏÄÅ ,Á× "ÉÇÇÅÓÔ .Å× /ÎÅȢȱ Lawrence Journal World, Lawrence, Kansas, (April 9, 1921). 
114 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11- March 21, Inclusive, 1921: 215, 
511, 795. 
115 Ibid. 
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Tribune and in it he praised the women in the Kansas State House.  Responding to a 

Tribune article, he criticized the editor for the lack of information regarding the 

impact of woman suffrage on legislation over the last 20 months, and pointed out 

that the story lacked a great deal of information about women in the middle west 

and Kansas in particular.  Reed described the women in the Kansas House, pointing 

out how Grinstead was serving her second term and was reelected by a larger 

majority of votes her second time around than in her first election.  He praised the 

women legislators by saying their service has been extremely satisfactory to 

themselves and to the general public.  He pointed out that the editor of the NY 

Tribune had written that no woman had ever been re-elected and wanted to correct 

that statement because Grinstead had been reelected.  He went on to scold the 

editor for not doing proper research and printing erroneous facts.  Reed finished his 

ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 

ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂȢ  3Ïȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ -ÒȢ %ÄÉÔÏÒȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÒ ÁÃÃÕÓÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÏÆ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ 

thÅÉÒ ÆÕÌÌ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÓ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÔÅȢȱ116 

 Once the legislative session was over, the Kansas City Star reported on June 

16, 1921, that more women were scheduled to take Kansas law examinations than 

ever before.  Minnie Grinstead was one of those women who signed up to take the 

examination.   If one passed the exam successfully, entrance into the Kansas State 

Bar would be possible. In 1921, law school courses were not required but study 

within a law office was a requirement to be registered for the exam.  Grinstead did 

ÎÏÔ ÔÁËÅ ÌÁ× ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÂÕÔ ÓÔÕÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄȭÓ ÌÁ× ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÉÎ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌȟ 

                                                        
116 Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ 7ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ 0ÏÌÉÔÉÃÓȟȱ New York Tribune, New York, N.Y., (May 7, 1922).  
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Kansas.117   Grinstead must have passed the bar exam, as later on in her career she 

became a probate judge in Seward County, Kansas.  While no records of her bar 

exam test or scores were found, she could not have become a judge without a 

passing score.  In 1921, one had to pass the Kansas law examination to be able to act 

as a probate judge.118 

 
 
'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ 4ÈÉÒÄ 4ÅÒÍ ɉυύφφ-1924)  
 
 
 Minnie Grinstead may have wanted to keep her options open for the future 

by taking the law examinations, but on June 22, 1922 she took out an advertisement 

ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÈÏÍÅÔÏ×Î ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÔÏ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ ÈÅÒ ȰÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÃÙ ÁÓ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

State Legislature from Seward County, subject to the wishes of her voters in the 

2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃÁÎ ÐÒÉÍÁÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔȢȱ119  Her way with words always showed elegance 

and professionalism when requesting anything from her constituency.  The majority 

of her political ads were very short and to the point.  There were no long and drawn 

out explanations for anything.  Grinstead and two of the female State House 

colleagues who had been in office the previous session were nominated again. 

Grinstead fought a tough contest, running against Mr. O.T. Wood, a Democrat from 

Liberal, Kansas  While Wood carried five precincts and Grinstead only four, 

Grinstead was elected by 65 more votes.120  She carried more votes in her own 

precinct than Wood did in his. 

                                                        
117 Ȱ,Á× )ÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÓ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 7ÏÍÅÎȢȱ Kansas City Star, Kansas City, Missouri, (June 16, 1921). 
118 Thompson, Gabrielle.  Interview from email and phone call, September 2013 Manhattan, Kansas  
119 The Liberal Democrat, Liberal, Kansas, (June 22, 1922).  
120 Ibid., (November 9, 1922). 
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 In January, 1923, at the start of the session, Grinstead introduced a dormitory 

bill similar to the one she had withdrawn from the calendar in March of 1921.  

(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÉÌÌ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ȰÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÍÁÉÎÔÅÎÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ 

of a dormitory building for the use of the women students only at the Kansas State 

!ÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÁÔ -ÁÎÈÁÔÔÁÎȢȱ121  The bill got as far as the Ways and Means 

committee.  That committee gave its standing report on February 1, 1923, stating 

that they had the same bill under consideration and the chairman reported to the 

House with the recommendation that the bill not be passed.122   

 Grinstead must have been disappointed that her dormitory bill was not 

passed through to law.123 Newspapers reported that she did not have much luck 

getting many of the bills she sponsored passed into law.  The Lawrence Journal 

World reported that, of the seven bills Grinstead had personally introduced, six were 

defeated or so badly crippled they would not have functioned and her dormitory bill 

was slaughtered outright.124  The article suggested that Grinstead had been loaded 

down with work for the School Code Commission, which proved to be an annoyance 

to its promoters, requiring nineteen bills put into action in the House.125 

                                                        
121 Kansas House Journal. 23nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 9-March 22, Inclusive 1923: 57, 807. 
122 Ibid., 129. 
123 There is a huge discrepancy found in the research concerning her Dormitory Bill.  She stated in 
her two-paged memoir that she got her Dormitory Bill passed as well as her Coverture Bill, but this 
could not be proven.  All of the research done in the House Journals and newspapers could not prove 
that statement written in the two paged typed document found in the Grinstead collection at the 
Kansas State Historical Society in Topeka, Kansas  4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÄÁÔÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ 
signature appears underneath the title.  There is no way of knowing when the memoir was typed or if 
Grinstead had typed it herself.  Checking with the State Librarian at the Capital Building in Topeka, 
Kansas did not produce any evidence that the Ways & Means Committee had their bill put into law 
either. 
124 Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 7ÏÍÅÎ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ (ÁÖÅ !ÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈÅÄȟȱ Lawrence Journal World, Lawrence, 
Kansas, (March 10, 1923). 
125 Ibid. 
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 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ when the men 

in the State House would not.  She probably felt she had to address them.  As a 

mother who had lost two children of her own, one in infancy and one that was 

stillborn, she made a point of introducing bills that were for the health and welfare 

of women.126  Her dormitory bill and her antismoking bill during her first term were 

initiatives that directly related to the welfare of women and children, as was her act 

to provide for the establishment of receiving homes for pregnant women and 

abandoned, neglected or deserted infants.  She also promoted an act regulating the 

practice of midwifery, an act creating part-time schools, and an act relating to the 

promotion of the health and physical development of school children.127  In the eyes 

of some of the male legislators, Grinstead may have gone too far with some of the 

bills she introduced because not very many of her bills were made into law.  

However, she did put forth a valiant effort to address issues that concerned women 

and children, her main focal point while she was in office. 

 By the time Grinstead entered her third term, she had settled in as a 

legislator and the efforts she put forth created less and less news.  Still, some of her 

actions made headline news.  She made the front page of a Hutchinson, Kansas 

newspaper when she charged that the legislature was just playing around.  

Grinstead ×ÁÓ ÑÕÏÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÁÓ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ 

                                                        
126 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÂÏÒÎ ÃÈÉÌÄȟ 6ÉÒÇÉÌ (ÏÏËÅÒ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ )) ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ ρωπσȟ ÂÕÔ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÉÎÆÁÎÃÙȟ ÆÏÕÎÄ 
in The William Grinstead Family in America by Shumaker and Grinstead (April 1974): 172.  This is 
ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÔÒÅÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÍÅ ÂÙ -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ grandson, Tom Petit.  Evidence of the other 
ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÊÏÕÒÎÁÌȢ *ÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÅÎÔÒÙȟ ÄÁÔÅÄ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ρωȟ ρωρσȟ ÓÔÁÔÅÄȟ ȰÂÁÂÙ ÃÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ 
×ÁÓ ÄÅÁÄȢȱ &ÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 4ÁÍÁÒ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ Ǫ 6Ȣ(Ȣ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ #ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ρψχψ-[not before 1923] at the 
Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
127 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11- March 21, Inclusive, 1921: 779. 
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ÁÌÏÎÇ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÉÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄȢ  &ÏÒ 'ÏÄ ÓÁËÅ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÇÅÔ ÄÏ×Î ÔÏ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȢȱ128  With the 

close of the session in 1923, Grinstead told the Hutchinson News that she planned to 

run for a Senate seat in the next legislative term against Senator E.B. Frizell, and 

while the rumor swirled in the news, Grinstead carried on her duties as a 

Representative in the House for one more year. 129 

 The year 1924 was the last year Grinstead acted as a Representative in the 

House and it was a year of notoriety, accomplishment, and heartbreak for her.  On 

February 22, 1924, GrinsteadȭÓ husband, Judge V.H. Grinstead, took ill while at work 

in his office, coming down with what appeared to be an acute attack of indigestion.  

He was sent to the hospital after a few hours when his condition did not improve.  At 

the hospital, V.H. Grinstead had a stroke and passed away. Grinstead received letters 

of condolences from all over the state of Kansas and one even from Governor Allen 

himself.   

 Starting in March, news articles began reporting on the delegates who were 

chosen to attend the State of Kansas Republican convention.  On March 14, 1924, 

Grinstead was asked to be one of the seven delegates at large.  In May she took the 

offer made to her by the Republican National Committee to second a motion 

nominating President Coolidge at the convention.130 The news of her selection to 

second the nomination at the national convention spread throughout newspapers in 

ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÓȢ  #ÁÌÉÆÏÒÎÉÁȟ -ÏÎÔÁÎÁȟ .ÅÂÒÁÓËÁ ÁÎÄ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ 

                                                        
128 Ȱ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅ 7ÁÓ 5ÒÇÅÄ 4Ï 'ÅÔ "ÕÓÙȟȱ The Hutchinson News, Hutchinson, Kansas, (January 26, 
1923).  
129 Ȱ-ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ 4Ï 3ÅÅË 3ÅÎÁÔÅ 3ÅÁÔȟȱ The Hutchinson News, Hutchinson, Kansas, (July 7, 1923). 
130 Ȱ-ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ 4Ï -ÁËÅ .ÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÎÇ 3ÐÅÅÃÈȟȱ Lawrence Journal World, Lawrence, Kansas, (May 
31, 1924). 
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nomination speech.  She made a big hit at the convention itself and she made 

headlines again. The Lawrence Daily Journal had this to say about her:131 

 
 
 The Riverside, California, Daily Press, ran an article about the contributions 

that woman made for Coolidge and Grinstead dominated the article.  Describing her 

ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÁÎÔÉÔÈÅÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÏÌÄ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ days.132 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ×ÁÓ ȰÁ ÐÌÕÍÐ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÖÉÁÌ ÂÒÉÇÈÔ 

ÅÙÅÄ ×ÏÍÁÎ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÁÎȭÓ ÖÏÉÃÅȟ Á ÍÁÎȭÓ ÄÅÌÉÖÅÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÎ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ 

ÍÁÇÎÅÔÉÓÍȢȱ133  $ÅÓÃÒÉÂÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÁÔÔÉÒÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ 

focused on how Grinstead ȰÄÒÅ× ÁÄÍÉÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÌÁÕÓÅ even from the most rabid 

                                                        
131 Ȱ-ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ -ÁËÅÓ ! "ÉÇ (ÉÔȟȱ Lawrence Journal World, Lawrence, Kansas, (June 12, 1924).  
132 4ÈÅÉÒ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ȰÁÎÔÉÔÈÅÓÉÓ ÏÆ ÏÌÄ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÄÁÙÓȱ may have meant a meek and mild woman who 
turned people off with suffrage talk, as they go into describing Grinstead positively with magnetism. 
133 Ȱ7ÏÍÅÎ $Ï 0ÁÒÔ &ÏÒ #ÏÏÌÉÄÇÅȢȱ Riverside Daily Press, Riverside, California, (June 13, 1924).  
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anti-ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÉÓÔÓȢȱ134    Grinstead put forth a resounding speech in less than two 

ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Ȱ) ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÁÌÖÉÎ #ÏÏÌÉÄÇÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ 

ÈÅÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ135  

 A Boston Herald news article covering the Republican convention reported 

ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄÉÎÇ ÓÐÅÅÃÈÅÓ ÇÉÖÅÎȟ ÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÅÓÔ ÌÉËÅÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÌÌ ×ÁÓ 

ÔÈÁÔ ÏÆ -ÒÓȢ -ÉÎÎÉÅ *Ȣ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌȟ +ÁÎÓÁÓȣ×ÈÏ ÃÁÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏ×Ä ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 

resounding peal of her fire and whistle voice and earned their everlasting gratitude 

ÂÙ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÏÎÅ ÍÉÎÕÔÅ ÏÎÌÙȢȱ136 

 A Richmond, VA news article stacked up four separate headlines about 

'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȡ Ȱ#/.6%.4)/. &).$3 ! ,/5$ 30%!+%2 ɀ Woman With a Gift of Voice 

"ÒÅÁËÓ Ȱ7ÈÉÓÐÅÒÉÎÇ #ÏÎÓÐÉÒÁÃÙ ɀ GENIUS OF BREVITY ɀ No One Asleep at Cleveland 

ÁÓ &ÅÍÉÎÉÎÅ $ÅÌÅÇÁÔÅ 4ÁÌËÓȢȱ137  In a detailed report covering the activities of the 

Republican Convention, the Richmond Times Dispatch ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅÄȟ ȰÉÔ ×ÁÓ Á ×ÏÍÁÎ 

who broke through the whispering conspiracy and vindicated the potentialities of 

ÔÈÅ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÔÈÒÏÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÅÓÔȢȱ138  ! ÌÏÃÁÌ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÔÏÌÄ ÈÏ× 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ 

was the 5th ÇÉÖÉÎÇ Á ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÏÏÌÉÄÇÅ ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÈÏ× ȰÁ ÖÏÉÃÅ 

×ÁÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄȣ×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÏÁÒÅÄ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÆÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÌÅÇÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÔÏ 

dÏÚÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÓÅÃÏÎÄÉÎÇ ÓÐÅÅÃÈÅÓ ×ÏËÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÁÒÔȢȱ139  Grinstead had not cleared her 

ÔÈÒÏÁÔ ÔÏ ÇÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏ×Äȟ ÎÏÒ ÈÁÄ ÓÈÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ Á ÐÅÔÉÔÅ ȬÅØÃÕÓÅ ÍÅȢȭ 7ÈÅÎ 

Grinstead came to the podium she turned to Frank Mondell, the convention leader, 

                                                        
134 Ibid. 
135 Ibid. 
136 Ȱ#ÏÏÌÉÄÇÅ 'ÅÔÓ ρπφυ /Æ ρρπω 6ÏÔÅÓȟȱ The Boston Herald, Boston, Massachusetts, (June 13, 1924). 
137 "ÒÏÕÎȟ (ÅÙ×ÏÏÄȢ Ȱ#ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ &ÉÎÄÓ ! ,ÏÕÄ 3ÐÅÁËÅÒȟȱ Richmond Times Dispatch, Richmond, Virg., 
(June 13, 1924). 
138 Ȱ-ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ 'ÉÖÅÎ /ÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎȟȱ The Liberal News, Liberal Kansas, (June 19, 1924).  
139 Ibid. 
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and said ÂÏÏÍÉÎÇÌÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÃÒÏÐÈÏÎÅȟ Ȱ-ÒȢ #ÈÁÉÒÍÁÎȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÓÔÁÎÔÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏ×Ä 

started cheering.  Grinstead did not wait for the crowd to cease their commotion and 

ÄÏÖÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÉÎÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ Ȱ,ÁÄÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÎÔÌÅÍÅÎȢȢȢȱ140 Grinstead was not there 

to give a great meaningful message; she was there only to give a second nomination 

for Calvin Coolidge.  She identified Coolidge as a man of good character and asserted 

that character was a requirement for a president.  She completed her message in 

under two minutes and once she had spoken, the delegates again raised their 

enthusiasm.  Grinstead ×ÁÓ ȰÁ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÉÆÔ ÏÆ ÖÏÉÃÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ 

ÐÕÒÅ ÇÅÎÉÕÓ ÏÆ ÂÒÅÖÉÔÙȢȱ141  Grinstead not only had been the clearest and loudest 

voice of any speaker that day, but she also ÓÁÉÄ ȰÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ×ÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÉÎ Á ÆÅ× 

ÁÐÐÒÏÐÒÉÁÔÅ ×ÏÒÄÓȢȱ142 

 The unfortunate speaker after Grinstead, Dr. M.L. Burton, the president of 

Michigan University, gave his nominating speech.  Talking well over an hour, he 

finally realized he had talked too long so he cut his three-part speech short.  

&ÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÄÉÄ ÈÉÍ ÎÏ ÆÁÖÏÒÓȢ  (Å ÌÏÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÏ×ÄȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 

section.143  However, Grinstead grabbed the attention of all who had been there and 

had national news outlets singing her praises.  

 After the convention, Grinstead was appointed by William M. Butler, the 

chairman of the National Republican Committee, to serve as one of the advisers 

                                                        
140 Ibid. 
141 Ȱ#ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ &ÉÎÄÓ ! ,ÏÕÄ 3ÐÅÁËÅÒȟȱ Richmond Times Dispatch, Richmond, Virginia, (June 13, 
1924). 
142 ȰTells of Mrs. Grinsteadȟȱ The Liberal News, Liberal Kansas, (June 19, 1924).  
143 Ȱ#ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ &ÉÎÄÓ ! ,ÏÕÄ 3ÐÅÁËÅÒȟȱ Richmond Times Dispatch, Richmond, Virginia, (June 13, 
1924).   
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assisting in the upcoming presidential campaign.144 It is unknown how long she 

served on this advisory committee.  In September of 1924, a Wellsboro, 

Pennsylvania newspaper reported that Grinstead had received an endorsement for 

the position of federal civil service commissioner from the Kansas delegation of 

senators and congressmen.  Before the next election, however, Grinstead decided 

not to run again as a representative or to serve on the federal service commission.  

Instead she chose to run a campaign for a post as a probate judge in her 

hometown.145  Winning that election, she finished her political career as a judge 

working with property and will information.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
144 Ȱ"ÕÔÌÅÒ .ÁÍÅÓ 2ÅÅÄȟȱ Seattle Daily Times, Seattle, Washington, (August 26, 1924). 
145 Ȱ,ÅÔÔÅÒ &ÒÏÍ +ÁÎÓÁÓȟȱ The Wellsboro Agitator, Wellsboro, Pennsylvania, (September 9, 1925). 
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CHAPTER IV ɀ Grinstead  among other women legislators  

 

 Three women joined Minnie Grinstead in the House in 1920:  Nellie Cline, 

Minnie Minnich and Ida Walker.  These women experienced an advantage that 

Grinstead never had during her first term in the Kansas State House in that they had 

female companionship.  None of these women knew what it was like to be the only 

woman legislating in the House of Representatives among all the men.  Grinstead 

had broken through a wall and not only adapted herself to the environment, but she 

reformed the minds of the men in the House through her actions and the way she 

conducted herself. She showed what women could bring to the political table. While 

Minnich, Cline and Walker came into the House with some expectations already in 

place, due to Grinstead, the men knew what to expect, as well.  Grinstead never had 

this amenity. 

 Nellie Cline, a Democrat from Pawnee County, was unique in her own right. 

As a college-educated lawyer who worked for her father at his law firm, she became 

the first woman in Kansas to practice law before the Kansas State Supreme Court. 

Cline was also the first woman to appear on the Kansas Bar Association program.  

She was the first and only woman Democratic member of the House of 

Representatives during the 1920-1922 legislative session, and the first unmarried 

woman to have a seat in the legislative body in Kansas.146  On the first day of 

legislation, January 11, 1921, Cline received a nomination by Mr. Shannon of 

Ellsworth County to serve as speaker pro tem.  She received 12 votes and Mr. Beard 

                                                        
146McDowell, Lillian. Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓȭ &ÏÕÒ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÉÅÓ !ÒÅ (ÏÍÅ--ÁËÅÒÓȢȱ The Dearborn Independent, 
Dearborn, Michigan, (March 26, 1921). 
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of Sedgwick County received 112 votes and the position.147  The nomination appears 

to be a courtesy extended to her, as no newspapers reported it, however, the Kansas 

#ÉÔÙ 4ÉÍÅÓȟ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ#ÈÁÒÌÅÓ -ÁÎÎ ÏÆ /ÓÂÏÒÎÅ ÁÎÄ "ÅÁÒÄ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ 

candidates for speaker pro tem, Cline was left out completely.148  A Boston 

ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ -ÉÓÓ #ÌÉÎÅȭÓ ×ÉÎ ÁÓ Á $ÅÍÏÃÒÁÔ ÉÎ Á 2ÅÐÕÂÌican 

ÌÁÎÄÓÌÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÅÄ ÈÏ× ÓÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÔÒÅÁÔÅÄȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÄȟ ȰÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÏÒÉÔÙ 

members have always been seated on the north side of the Hall of Representatives.  

Now bets are up on whether Miss Cline takes her place with her colleagues or is 

giveÎ Á ÓÅÁÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÎÎÙ ÓÉÄÅȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÓÈÅ ÉÓ Á ×ÏÍÁÎȢȱ149 

 Cline, introducing only three bills during her first session in the House of 

Representatives, was the most conservative of the three new female legislators.  Her 

bills focused on relief to a national guardsman of Kansas, one to dissolve the Pawnee 

Rock board of trustees and turn the state park over to the historical society in her 

county and one dealing with surgeons and physicians.  None of the bills she 

introduced made it into law.150 

 Minnie Minnich, a Republican from Sumner County, was the only woman 

representative who had not been born in Kansas. She came to Kansas after marrying 

an engineer from Wellington.  Her college degree and background had been in 

livestock.   Her history working on her faÔÈÅÒȭÓ .Å× -ÅØÉÃÏ ÒÁÎÃÈ ÁÓ ÈÉÓ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 

associate was well known, and gave this first-time Republican politician huge 

support from ranchers in her county.  She passed, without opposition, the 

                                                        
147 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11-March 21, Inclusive 1921: 4. 
148  Ȱ3ÅÅ "ÕÓÙ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 3ÅÓÓÉÏÎȟȱ The Kansas City Times, Kansas City, Missouri, (January 11, 1921).  
149 Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓ %ÌÅÃÔÅÄ &ÏÕÒ 7ÏÍÅÎȟȱ The Boston Globe, Boston Massachusetts, (December 12, 1920).  
150 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11-March 21, Inclusive 1921. 
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Wellington Foundation Bill, which provided for low-interest loans from the city to 

people wanting to build homes in her county.151  Like Cline, Minnich legislated 

conservatively, only introducing four bills during her first session.  Besides the 

Wellington Foundation Bill, one of her bills dealt with corporations, another 

concerned the Session Laws of 1919, and the last bill focused on city infrastructure 

in cities of second class.  This infrastructure bill did become law and it provided 

improvement of city streets, curb structure and pavements.152 

 Ida Walker, a Republican from Norton County, was a newspaperwoman.  She 

ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÏÒÎ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÉÎ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ +ÁÎÓÁÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ȰÉÍÂÕÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÅÅÚÙȟ 

ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÉÄÅÁÌÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔȢȱ153    She began her career as a teacher, became an 

ÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 4ÅÍÐÅÒance Union and held the title of 

3ÔÁÔÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ .ÅÁÒ %ÁÓÔ 2ÅÌÉÅÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÁÌÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÐÌÁÃÅÄ 

refugees of Armenia during World War I. Walker introduced five bills, three of 

which focused on school and children and one bill that concerned the General 

Statutes of 1919.  None of those bills made it past committees; however the Walker 

bill that actually was signed into law was designed to help citizens of Kansas who 

were honorably discharged from military service during World War I, to aid them in 

paying back the debts incurred during their time in service.154 

 Newspapers dubbed Grinstead as the mentor for the three women who 

ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ +ÁÎÓÁÓ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓȢ  3ÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÔÌÅ Ȱ$ÅÁÎ 

                                                        
151 -Ã$Ï×ÅÌÌȟ ,ÉÌÌÉÁÎ 'Ȣ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓȭ &ÏÕÒ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÉÅÓ !ÒÅ (ÏÍÅ--ÁËÅÒÓȱ The Dearborn Independent, 
Dearborn, Michigan, (March 26, 1921). 
152 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11-March 21, Inclusive 1921. 
153 -Ã$Ï×ÅÌÌȟ ,ÉÌÌÉÁÎ 'Ȣ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓȭ &ÏÕÒ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÉÅÓ !ÒÅ (ÏÍÅ--ÁËÅÒÓȱ The Dearborn Independent, 
Dearborn, Michigan, (March 26, 1921). 
154 Kansas House Journal. 22nd Biennial Session, Topeka January 11-March 21, Inclusive 1921. 
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ÏÆ 7ÏÍÅÎ ,Á×ÍÁËÅÒÓȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÁÎÙ ÎÅ×Ópapers across the state and country 

including some as distant as Iowa and Ohio.  A newspaper woman happily devised 

ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȬÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÉÅÓȭ ÉÎ ÄÉÓÔÉÎÇÕÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÌÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

(ÏÕÓÅȢȱ155  ,ÉÌÌÉÁÎ 'Ȣ -Ã$Ï×ÅÌÌȟ ÁÕÔÈÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȬÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÉÅÓȭ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ in the Dearborn 

Independent felt that name fit because the women elected were indeed ladies as they 

×ÅÒÅ ȰÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ ÆÅÍÉÎÉÎÅȢȱ -Ã$Ï×ÅÌÌ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÁÓ 

homemakers who put the home first; she also pointed out that none of them made 

any aÔÔÅÍÐÔÓ ÁÔ ÁÎÙ ȰÆÒÅÁË ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎȢȱ156  Articles such as this not only downplayed 

ÔÈÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÉÓÍ ÁÓ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÍÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÇÏ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ 

rails at any moment.  It was probably not in the interests of Grinstead and the other 

women lÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÎÅÇÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÚÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÌÉËÅ -Ã$Ï×ÅÌÌȭÓȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ 

they were still being careful to guard the reputations for femininity that protected 

them from being cast as dangerously radical feminists. 

 Grinstead was not only a role model for the women of Kansas, but she had 

one herself to look up to.  Janette Rankin, a Republican from Montana, became the 

first woman in the United States elected to a seat in United States Congress.  Rankin 

was elected to the House of Representatives in 1916, two years before Grinstead 

won her election as a Kansas state legislator.  Rankin made national headlines with 

her win and women across the country were inspired even more in the suffrage 

cause; they now had a woman in place who could actually vote for an Equal Suffrage 

Amendment.  Rankin became widely known across the nation; she realized that she 

                                                        
155 -Ã$Ï×ÅÌÌȟ ,ÉÌÌÉÁÎ 'Ȣ Ȱ+ÁÎÓÁÓȭ &ÏÕÒ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÄÉÅÓ !ÒÅ (ÏÍÅ--ÁËÅÒÓȱ The Dearborn Independent, 
Dearborn, Michigan, (March 26, 1921).  
156 Ibid.   
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ÈÁÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ȰÁ ÓÙÍÂÏÌ ÁÎÄ Á ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅȟ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ -ÏÎÔÁÎÁ ÏÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÅÓȢȱ157 

 Grinstead and Rankin shÁÒÅÄ ÐÉÏÎÅÅÒ ÒÏÏÔÓȢ  "ÏÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ 

had migrated into the western lands of the United States.  Rankin, like Grinstead, 

had gone to college seeking a profession that helped people. At first Rankin pursued 

a career in social work, but found that it was not the career she truly wanted.158  

Feeling that the gender division of labor in the social work field was too unbalanced 

because the women cared for the children while the men created the policies 

concerning them, she turned her sights toward a new calling where she could be 

both content and effective.159   Rankin got into the state suffrage movement in 1910, 

while she was attending college at the University of Washington.  It was there she 

found her niche, and soon became a successful speaker and organizer in the 

movement, just as Grinstead ÈÁÄ ÄÏÎÅ ×ÈÉÌÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 

Temperance Union in Kansas. 

 Like Grinstead, before taking office, Rankin had been an advocate for 

×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÖÉÅ×ÅÄ ÈÅÒ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÒÅÆÏÒÍ 

goals; she wanted to achieve full equal rights for women. Rankin had skill at 

ȰÅØÐÌÏÉÔÉÎÇ ÁÍÂÉÇÕÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÓ ÏÆ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃÉÔÙȠ ÓÈÅ ÒÅÌÉÅÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÁÓ ÈÁÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÅÓÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ ȰÔÈÁÔ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ×ÏÍÅÎ ×ÏÕÌÄ 

                                                        
157 Lopach, James L. and Jean A. Luckowski. Jeanette Rankin: A Political Woman. Boulder, Colorado: 
University Press of Colorado, 2005: 133. 
158 Smith, Nora. *ÅÁÎÎÅÔÔÅ 2ÁÎËÉÎȡ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ #ÏÎÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ. Helena, Montana: Montana Society Press, 
2002. 
159 Ibid. 
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improve society, and less on arguing that women deserved enfranchisement as a 

ÒÉÇÈÔȢȱ  

 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÁÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ 

4ÅÍÐÅÒÁÎÃÅ 5ÎÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÐÒÏÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ȰÓÏÃÉÅÔÁÌ ÈÏÕÓÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇȱ ÁÓ Á ÍÅÁÎÓ 

ÔÏ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ÒÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÎËÉÎ ÄÉÄ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ  )ÎÓÔead of 

contending that women should have full citizenship and natural rights, Rankin 

ÁÒÇÕÅÄ Ȱ×ÏÍÅÎ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÏÔÅ ÔÏ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÔÁÓËÓ ɀ to protect 

ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÁÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅØÅÒÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÏÒÁÌ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÏÎ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢȱ160    Ȱ3ÏÃÉÁÌ 

ÈÏÕÓÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇȱ was a term developed during the later part of the 1800s and early 

ρωππÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÌÉÔÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÍÅÁÎÔ ÔÏ ȰÃÌÅÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÃÉÔÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÙÐÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÔ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ 

ÒÉÄÄÉÎÇ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÔÏ ɍ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓɎ ÁÇÅÎÄÁÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ 

educational, social and ÐÈÉÌÁÎÔÈÒÏÐÉÃ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢȱ161  The rhetoric of social housekeeping 

was a strategy both Grinstead and Rankin utilized to get elected as legislators. 

 2ÁÎËÉÎ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÃÁÌÃÕÌÁÔÅÄ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱ6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ ×ÏÍÅÎȱ 

to gain suffrage, but she was also scheming to run a campaign for Congress.  Rankin 

ÅÎÄÕÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÄÉÓÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÔÏÒÙ ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÌÅ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅȟȱ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ 

did.162  While Rankin did not have a solid political career or the activist credentials 

that Grinstead brought to the table, she had a surprising advocate in her corner, her 

brother Wellington, a wealthy lawyer, who identified himself as a progressive 

Republican and a firm believer in woman suffrage.  In 1916, while society was in 

                                                        
160 Lopach, James L. and Jean A. Luckowski. Jeanette Rankin: A Political Woman. Boulder, Colorado: 
University Press of Colorado, 2005: 96. 
161 ,Å×ÉÓȟ 4ÉÆÆÁÎÙȢ -ÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌ (ÏÕÓÅËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 7ÅÓÔȡ "ÅÒÔÈÁ +ÎÉÇÈÔ ,ÁÎÄÅÓȭÓ %ÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ 
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162 Lopach, James L. and Jean A. Luckowski. Jeanette Rankin: A Political Woman. Boulder, Colorado: 
University Press of Colorado, 2005: 101-102. 
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shock that a woman was going to run for a seat in U.S. House of Representatives, 

2ÁÎËÉÎȭÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÈÅÒ ȰÓÈÉÅÌÄ ÁÎÄ Ó×ÏÒÄȟ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓȟ ÁÎÄ 

ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÎÅÙȢȱ 163  When Rankin ran out of financial resources 

it was her brother who put up the money backing her campaign.  Grinstead, 

however, did not have that kind of financial backing; she had the career, family, and 

personal contacts that ultimately won her a seat in the Kansas legislature. 

 After winning her election, Rankin stayed true to her word, and  

ȰÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÅÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÃÁÕÓÅÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÔÅÒÍȟ ÎÏÔÁÂÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ 

ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÅÐÐÁÒÄ-Towner Act, which was a bill designed specifically 

for the welfare of women and children.164  Rankin introduced the Sheppard Towner 

Act into Congress in 1919.  It was finally passed in 1921.  However, Kansas did not 

accept any of the provisions under this bill right away.  Many Kansas newspapers, 

such as the Kansas City Star and the Iola Daily Register (Iola, Kansas), were still 

writing reports in 1922 and 1923 advocating the importance of the Maternity & 

Infancy Act (Sheppard-Towner) for the health care and nutrition of women and 

children.165  4ÈÅ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅȭÓ ÎÅÃÅÓÓÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

benefits that would come from it on a local level as well as a national level.  The 

Emporia Gazette reported in March of 1927, of a Kansas House resolution that 

accepted aid under the Sheppard-Towner Act for women and infants.  It was 

                                                        
163 Ibid., 17,18,19.  All the quotes in this paragraph come from these three pages. 
164 Ibid., 21. 
165 The Kansas City Star, Kansas City, Missouri, (September 24, 1922) and The Iola Daily Register, Iola, 
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recommended by the Senate Federal and State Affairs Committee that the resolution 

be adopted.166  

Jeanette Rankin had considerable success in getting legislation concerning 

social programs passedɂmost notably the Maternity & Infant Act (Sheppard-

Towner bill)ɂand she had more luck than Grinstead, whose state Coverture bill was 

shut out completely and never considered.  Even though the Sheppard-Towner Act 

was not passed until Rankin had left office, she still gets much of the credit. 

 Both Grinstead and Rankin were legislators who cared deeply about 

×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÔÈ ÃÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÅÄ ÌÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÍphasized social issues.  

Interestingly, both women stated the first thing they wanted to accomplish once in 

office was to see that equal suffrage was ratified.  Coincidently, after each woman 

was sworn in, she drafted a resolution calling for a constitutional amendment for 

×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅȢ167  Rankin had been elected to office two years before Grinstead 

ÉÎ ρωρψȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÕÎÔÉÌ 

ÁÂÏÕÔ ÓÁÍÅ ÔÉÍÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ×ÁÓ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 

Kansas.  Grinstead and Rankin were the only women in their unique situations to be 

able to introduce legislation concerning this issue, however, Rankin had been out of 

ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ Á ÈÁÌÆ ×ÈÅÎ ×ÏÍÁÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÌÁ×Ȣ168   

  Controversy surrounded Jeanette Rankin during her term in office, just as it 

ÄÉÄ -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȢ  2ÁÎËÉÎȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÃÅÓȟ ÁÔ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ 

male colleagues or with her constituency.  The most controversial was her vote 

                                                        
166 Ȱ3ÈÅÐÐÁÒÄ-4Ï×ÎÅÒ !ÃÔȟȱ The Emporia Gazette, Vol. 35, no. 187, Emporia, Kansas, (March 7, 1927). 
167 Smith, Nora. *ÅÁÎÎÅÔÔÅ 2ÁÎËÉÎȡ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ #ÏÎÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ. Helena, Montana: Montana Society Press, 
2002: 120. 
168 Ibid. 
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ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȭ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ 7ÁÒ ÉÎ ρωρχȢ   2ÁÎËÉÎȭÓ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 

politics were attacked in the media and there were allegations of her having 

communist sympathies.169  3ÈÅ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ȰÖÏÔÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÆÅÍÉÎÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ 

ÁÓ Á ÐÁÃÉÆÉÓÔȟȱ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÉÎ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓȣÓÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ 

ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÏÎ ×ÁÒȢȱ170  (ÅÒ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÖÏÔÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȭ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÉÎÔÏ 

World War I cost her in the next election.  By contrast, Grinstead, who was dealing 

with issues less momentous than world war, was elected for three consecutive 

terms to the Kansas State House of Representatives.  When Rankin lost a Senate race 

in 1919, she was given a position with the National Consumers League, where she 

worked as a lobbyist and fieldworker from 1921-1924.171 

 Rankin was re-elected in 1940 to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving 

from 1941-1943.   Causing controversy again, as with her first term, her goal had 

ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ ÓÕÆÆÒÁÇÅ ÔÏ ÓÁÖÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÎÅÅÄÌÅÓÓ ÄÅÁÔÈȢ 2ÁÎËÉÎȭÓ 

vote was the only Nay vote against sending American troops to war in 1941. 

Knowing full well that her career again would suffer the consequences of a Nay vote 

for war, she reminded people that she was not against defending the United States, 

she was against sending troops to foreign countries to die.172   

In Kansas, Grinstead was trivialized and criticized for her controversial votes 

and legislative proposals.  Rankin was, of course, even more harshly criticized for 

opposing a popular war.  She received a letter from a man saÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ!ÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ 

                                                        
169 Ibid. 
170 Lopach, James L. and Jean A. Luckowski. Jeanette Rankin: A Political Woman. Boulder, Colorado: 
University Press of Colorado, 2005: 149. 
171 Ibid. 
172 Smith, Nora. *ÅÁÎÎÅÔÔÅ 2ÁÎËÉÎȡ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ Conscience. Helena, Montana: Montana Society Press, 
2002. 
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ÆÉÔ ÆÏÒ ×ÁÓ ÁÎ ÕÎÄÅÒÔÁËÅÒȭÓ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔȟ ÆÏÒ ×ÏÍÅÎ ÏÎÌÙȱ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÐÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔ 

ÔÈÁÔ 2ÁÎËÉÎ ȰÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÓÅÎÔȱ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÖÏÔÉÎÇȟ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ 

ÓÔÁÙÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ Ȱ.ÁÙȢȱ173 

 Just as Minnie Grinstead rose above reductive commentary and criticism, 

Jeannette Rankin rose above the propaganda written about her decision to vote 

against going to war in both of her terms.  While she may have disappointed her 

colleagues and constituents, she stayed true to her values and was not bullied into 

voting against them.   

The differences between Grinstead and Rankin may best be found in how 

they lived.  Minnie Grinstead, married, with children, shared the Victorian belief that 

being a wife and mother was the highest accomplishment for a woman, but she also 

believed that a woman could do both, could be a homemaker and a career woman.  

Rankin never married, though she received a few proposals, nor did she have any 

children.  Unlike Grinstead, Jeanette Rankin was not a religious person and was not 

pleasant about Christians.  According to one of her biographers, before she died 

2ÁÎËÉÎ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÓÈÅ ȰÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÁÎÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÓÐÏËÅÎ ÏÖÅÒ ÈÅÒ ÇÒÁÖÅȢȱ174 For 

Minnie Grinstead, the daughter of Baptist minister and a preacher herself, religion 

and prayer were major features in her life.    

Grinstead and Rankin took the historical stage, one on the state level, and the 

other on the national level, just at the time when women began to have real political 

lives and futures in the United States. Both legislators helped to make suffrage and 

                                                        
173 Ibid., 184. 
174 Lopach, James L. and Jean A. Luckowski. Jeanette Rankin: A Political Woman. Boulder, Colorado: 
University Press of Colorado, 2005: 20. 
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participation in electoral politics a reality for American women.  Regardless of the 

differences, the similarities in their experiences with the suffrage movement and in 

their political careers are worth noting.  

 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

 On Monday, December 14, 1925, Probate Court Judge Minnie Grinstead had 

just gotten home from working at the courthouse all day.  She was down in the 

basement finishing up some laundry when she noticed that there was some 

water dripping.  She had stepped onto a small table to reach the leaking faucet 

and stop the water. In some manner the table either gave way underneath her or 

it had shifted on the wet floor.  Grinstead ÆÅÌÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÆÌÏÏÒ ȰÃÕÔÔÉÎÇ Á ÇÁÓÈ 

ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÎÅȱ ÒÉÇÈt below her knee.  She could not recall what she had struck to 

cause such a deep cut, which required a few stitches to close.  She was rather 

stunned, so for a few moments she sat on a nearby sofa in order to catch her 

breath and put herself together.  When she realized the extent of her wounds, 

Grinstead called a neighbor to help her get to a physician.  She withstood getting 

stitches without any anesthetic.  For ten days Grinstead was prescribed rest, but 

she really had no choice but to rest, for her bruises had been severe.  During this 

time her stitched laceration contracted a slight infection.   A local Liberal, Kansas 

newspaper reported the incident on Thursday, December 17 and the article 
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included a message to Grinstead from all of her friends who wished her a speedy 

recovery.175 

 On Christmas Eve, Grinstead was in the kitchen with her son Wade, sitting 

and visiting while plucking (sic) a turkey for the Christmas dinner.  Grinstead 

Ȱ×ÁÓ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÇÏÏÄ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ ÓÕÄÄÅÎÌÙ ÆÁÉÎÔÅÄȢȱ  (ÅÒ ÐÈysician 

×ÁÓ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÈÏÍÅȢ  Grinstead told 

ÈÉÍ Ȱ) ÆÅÅÌ ÓÏ ÂÁÄȟ $ÏÃÔÏÒȟ ÇÅÔ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÄȢȱ176  Her son, Wade, helped the doctor 

getting her into her bed.  A few minutes after the doctor left, she regained full 

consciousness and she appeared to be a little better, but still very weak.  The 

doctor had barely reached his office when he was again called from the 

Grinstead home, but this time Grinstead ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÉÎÇȢ  Ȱ'ÅÔ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÂÅÄȟ Ȱ 

were the last words Grinstead ever spoke.  She passed away on Christmas Eve 

day at 9:45 a.m. 

It was not long before the State of Kansas and the nation learned the news. 

.Å×ÓÐÁÐÅÒÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×Ó ÏÆ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÓÔÁÔÅÄ ÓÌÉÇÈÔ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅÓ ÉÎ 

the story, with some saying Grinstead had a stroke of apoplexy, some that she 

died while preparing Christmas dinner for her family, and some called it a 

paralytic stroke.  Regardless of the minor details, a Kansas treasure had passed 

away.  From Liberal to Topeka, Kansas to Louisiana, Tennessee, Virginia and 

Massachusetts the news of her passing made national headlines, reminding 

ÒÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ +ÁÎÓÁÓȭ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÏÍÁÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ 2ÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ 

                                                        
175 Ȱ-ÒÓȢ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ (ÕÒÔȟȱ The Liberal News, Liberal, Kansas, (December 17, 1925).  This paragraph is 
condensed and paraphrased with a few quotes from this news article.  
176 Ȱ$ÅÁÔÈ #ÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ &ÉÒÓÔ 7ÏÍÁÎ ÉÎ ,ÅÇÉÓÌÁÔÕÒÅȟȱ The Topeka Daily Capital, Topeka, Kansas, 
(December 25, 1925). Both quotes in this paragraph come from this article. 
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had seconded Calvin Coolidge for president was gone.  Fittingly, Grinstead, a 

lover of the written word and a champion of the spoken word, had published a 

poem in the local news just a month earlier, at Thanksgiving time.  The 

December 31st obituary stated that Grinstead had believed the poem was her 

finest effort.  She had written about what she wanted her life to be:177 

 

                                   

                                                        
177 Ȱ-ÉÎÎÉÅ *Ȣ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ $ÉÅÄ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟȱ The Liberal News, Liberal, Kansas, (December 31, 1925). 

My Prayer of Life 
 

Let my life glow as the fire-light  
glows, 

In a dark and cheerless room, 
Let me be the light to some darkened 

soul, 
Lonely, and far from home, 

Let my life glow as the fire-light  
glows. 

 
Let my life warm as the fire doth 

Warm, 
On a cold and wintry day; 

Let me be a friend to some friendless 
one, 

3ÔÒÕÇÇÌÉÎÇ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ×ÁÙȢ 
Let my life warm as the fire doth 

warm. 
 

Let my life burn as the fire doth burn, 
Radiant, strong and bright; 

With love, with zeal and with pity, 
too, 

For those who are losing the fight, 
Let my life burn as the fire doth burn. 

 
Let my life fade as the fire-light  

fades, 
And the embers burn low at night; 
Let me live again in love and joy, 
)Î (ÅÁÖÅÎȭÓ ÒÁÄÉÁÎÃÅ ÂÒÉÇÈÔ 

Let my life fade as the fire-light  
fades. 

~Minnie J. Grinstead 
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 -ÉÎÎÉÅ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÆÕÎÅÒÁÌ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌȟ Kansas, in a Methodist church 

since it was the biggest church in the town. People came from all over the state and 

crowds packed it to overflowing.  Friends, associates and loved ones paid their 

respects to Grinstead one last time.  Flowers and cards with sincere notes of 

sympathy came from all over the nation.178 

 Grinstead was an educated, accomplished, and successful person by any 

standard.  She left a wonderful legacy for not only her children, but for the people of 

Kansas.  She was the example for women, not only in Kansas, but everywhere, of 

female success in a state legislature.  Before 1920, she voted on measures that 

women nationally did not yet have the legal right to address.  Her contributions in 

the political realm gave other women confidence to follow her footsteps and carry 

out legislation that was important to them and to the people who had elected them.  

 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÌÅÇÁcy also lived on through her children, and now her 

grandchildren, who she never lived long enough to see.  Darline was 20 years old 

and Wade was 19 when their mother passed away.   GrinsteadȭÓ grandchildren have 

learned of her through the stories from their parents, Darline and Wade.   They saw 

the pictures of her time in the Kansas State Legislature and the letters and diaries 

that she kept.   

 On March 17, 1927 the Kansas State House of Representatives passed 

Memorial Resolution No. 27 in remembrance of Grinstead.  The resolution had no 

                                                        
178 Taken from Willynda Holmesȭ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÎÏÔÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÌÕÂ ÉÎ ,ÉÂÅÒÁÌȟ Kansas 
(2011) They were acquired by Dr. K. Smith and the ESU 150th committee. (2013).  There were no 
references in these notes.  Some of the information came from the Kansas State Historical Society and 
some stated from a Seward County History Book. 
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law-making purpose other than to honor Grinstead and recognize her achievements 

in the House of Representatives.  The resolution read, in part:179 

 

                          

 Representative Jean A. McKone, a fellow Republican from Leavenworth 

County, introduced the motion to honor Grinstead and then he moved for the 

adoption.  The motion prevailed and the resolution was adopted.  Grinstead had 

been a widely popular figure in Kansas in her day, and her leadership was 

recognized nationally.  However, history books have only given a paragraph or two 

ÔÏ ÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ  -ÏÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÈÅÒ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȢ  

 )Î ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ 'ÒÉÎÓÔÅÁÄȭÓ ÄÅÁÔÈȟ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ +ÁÎÓÁÓ 

sporadically published about her significance to Kansas history.  Articles in 1932, 

1952, and 1960 all spoke of her contributions.  A 1984 news article covering the 

story of Representatives Jessie Branson, Betty Jo Charlton and Jane Eldridge, the 

first women elected to the House of Representatives from Lawrence, Kansas, 

praised Grinstead as the first woman elected to the Kansas State House of 

Representatives and told her story succinctly in a few paragraphs.  The intention 

                                                        
179Kansas House Journal. 25th Biennial Session, Topeka January 11-March 23, Inclusive 1927: 671 and 
in State of Kansas Session Laws, 1927, Passed at the 42nd Regular Session ɀ the Same Being the 25th 
Biennial Session, June 1, 1927: 556. 

     


