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INTRODUCTION
i AOEAAT xI i AT60 OECEOO AT A Al £AOAT AEEOA
AAEI OA OEA #EOEI 7AO0S8 71T AT60 OECEOO AAAA
who had been abolitionists became prompted to take up their own cause. In 1848,
the first conventiononwo AT 6 O OECEOO OI T E bI AAA ET OPOO
subsequent annual meetings discussing the plight of women and the plan of action
to gain universal suffragel Women activists understood their predicament of being
excluded in the work place and isolated from economic and political developments,
and they knew the only sphere in which society believed they belonged was the
realm of domesticity? However, after Reconstruction, changes for women did begin
to accelerate in the United States. Starting with Wyoming in 1869, certain western
states granted full suffrage to their women. While many other states granted partial
suffrage, allowing women to vote only in loal contests, such as school board
elections, the ability to vote in national elections was withheld for several decades.
By 1900, only Idaho, Colorado and Utah had joined Wyoming in passing full
xT T AT80 OOAEOACAS 4 EA 3 Odk O&rmber/mfyealsi OAO EAA
before it finally passed full suffrage rights for women in 1912. It would take eight
more years for a constitutional amendment (the 19) to grant women throughout

the country full voting rights.

1Barber, E. Susan anBarbara Orbach NatansorOne Hundred Years Towards Suffrage: @werview

Aug-26-97. Library of Congress*see bibliography for web address. The Library of Congress provides

A OETATETA T &£ i ACEAAT 711 A1 830-1BECEO xEOE OOAAOACA
230" T EOh %l 1 AT #A0I 18 O&AIEITEOCI ABRRARDEADACAYLS OEA %
Movement inAmerica, 1848p Yy @ w8 6 ) O E A Gofntill UnivBrsity Prés€) £978: 22In Chapter

ph $O0"TEO Agbl AET O EI x OEA x1 i1 AT860 OEGCEO i1 OAI AT O C
of their position in society, but became ansisue out of the abolition movement and Antebellum

politics.



Settlers migrated out west to the shte of Kansas starting in the middle of
the 19t century. They sought land acquisition and unfettered personal liberty, but
they also had a preference for equality. Those pioneers who came to live on the
Great Plains of Kansas, looking for individual @&edom and opportunity, as well as
land, soon found that life on the plains offered many challenges and embodied
never-ending work. Rewerend Jonas and Martha Johnsanigrated to Kansasrom
lllinois in March of 1867and laid claim on a piece of land in thevestern portion of
what was then a very new staté. Their daughter, Mineola Tamar Johnson, known as
Minnie, was born on those plains in September of 1869. The pioneering Johnsons
raised their daughter on a farm and built her character by working throughhe
many struggles of prairie life> Little did young Minnie Johnsonknow that she
would grow to become a pioneer for women, showing them that through hard work,
courage, and drive they could create a destiny most had not yet imagined for
themselves. Mim EA *T ET O1T 180 PEI T AAOETI ¢ DPOAEOEA AA
that started out in the education field and ended with a career in Kansas politics.

'Ol xET ¢ Ob ET OEA OAIT A UAAOO AO OEA xIi

major effect on Minnie Johnso (later Grinstead). As an adult, she became an active

31 AT OEAh (8 wWAxAOA AT A BEOOR®EAT B ' IEQODIODAT @A T ,0RAI0A I
University of Nebraska Press, 2010: 8. They explain the political culture of Kansas and how

individualism became a huge part of politics since many abolitionists flocking to Kansas were also

farmers where a natural migration towards equality happened early on and became even bigger

during the populist movement.

4The date of' OET OO A A Ardigdatidh Aatnd fro® dird a grave.comthe website is listed in

bibliography.

sO" ET COAPEU 1T £ - 008 -EITTEA ' OEI OOAAAG OAEAT mEOI 1 OE
no. 659, Box 3, Folder 1 Club Records, (1933l) 7t District. Repository: TheKansas Stas Historical

Society (Topeka, Kansgs In this collection, there is a two page typed essay coveri@yinstead early

life. Itis not numbered and is noted as an incomplete document and from the biography on the

finding aid to the Minnie Tamar(Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead Collection 187not before

1923] Manuscript Collection 365. Repository: The Kansas StaHistorical Society, Topeka, Kansas.



suffragist who educated Kansans about the importance of women having a voice in
government. In 1918, she won a significant political race, becoming the first
woman legislator in Kansas, solely on laels she had earned as an honest,
intelligent, well spoken, and wellmanneredcampaigner. She had made it
impossible for most of her constituents to discount her capability simply because
she was a woman She became the groundbreaker for the next genation of Kansas
women to participate in the state legislature, and she set the example by showing
voters, both male and female, how a woman could handle the task of voting and
having a career in politics all while maintaining her femininity and domesticity

-ETTEA *TETOIT ' OET OOAAA8O0 O1T ENOA 0OO71 OU
for exploration. First, in the gendered context of American culture that persisted
throughout the 19h A AT OOOUhR xT 1 AT 60 OT 1 AO T AETT U OAOE
domesticity. Many mals in American society felt that women would lose their
femininity if allowed to venture into politics. Second, the meda newspapers,
magazines, and booksplayed an important part in perpetuating societal attitudes
AAT 600 xT 1 AT 80 bl A Adin te Et#&uS que &f damshicityOFor | AET
example, as late as the 1920s, Kansas, even as a forward thinking state, still had
1T AxOPAPAOO OEAO POO AOOEAI AO Al GAOET ¢ ' OEI
ET OAOAOO O1 x11 AT 6 Alofhhe @& ndvisse@iansg. L&BWYCAO ET O
Grinstead hada story to tell about her experiences as the first woman legislator in
the Kansas House of Representatives. Her strategy was to maintain her
OAT 1T AOOEAEOUS xEEI A OAOOEIngshéfiedueryOAT EA AO

OAi ET AAA PAT PI A OEAO OEAO xAO EAO Ci Al 8



and debating law gainedGrinsteadrespect from her colleagues and constituents.
She grew quite popular in Kansas and was elected a total of three times.
This essay explores the path Minnie Grinstead followed in becoming the first
woman legislator in Kansas, utilizing her skills as a lecturer to gain recognition and
develop a following. It also shows how, despite a relatively progressive
government andelectorate, much of Kansas culture clung to traditional gender
roles, as demonstrated by the pradomesticity biases of the news media during
' OET OOAAAGO pwpy AAI PAECT AT A EAO UAAOO EI
through both the established male po©@ EAAT OUOOAI AT A OEA | AAEA
treatment of her abilities, she evolved into a role model for Kansas women
interested in political participation beyond the simple act of voting. Before
Grinstead, no Kansas woman had ever tried to become a stateBe@1 A OT O8 "' OET (
election and victory in 1918 encouraged other women to follow suit, proving to all
that commitment to family and husband need not impede the ability to participate

in politics.

CULTURE OF KANSAS

Even before Kansas achieved statebd, the territory existed as part of the
western frontier where the political culture was relatively liberal and egalitarian in
the way the people conducted local government. Many people who settled in

Kansas were abolitionists, farmers, and adventurers who had nemaditional views



T xT1T1 AT &0 1861 whEnké@sas became a statwpmen had educational
suffrage rights granted to them automatically. This meant that women could vote in
1TAAl OAEITT1T AT AOA AT A AOOOEAOI Oi Al AAQET I
xT TAT80 Ei POT OAA OECEOO COAx COAAOAI 1 US
In 1859, when Kansas hadot yet achieved statehood, thirtyfive delegates
participated in the Wyandotte Convention. The purpose of the convention was to
create a government for the state of Kansas that included a bill of rights, a weak
chief executive and a strong bicameral legliature and a judiciary. However, the
most important issue was providing for a constitutional prohibition of slavery8
71 1T AT xEl xAOA AAOEOEOOO EI OEA AAOGOA 1T £ A
rights, and who would later would form the Kansas Equal Suége Association
(K.E.S.A.), were present at the convention and participated in the discussions
concerning their rights® It was out of fear that the US Congress would reject the
proposed Constitution for Kansas had women been granted suffrage outrighhat
their requests were denied. Nonetheless, their rights had been considered, and

before Kansas became a state, they gained the right to vote in school meetings and

elections.10

6 Weatherford, Doris. A History of the American Suffragt Movement Santa BarbaraCalifornia: ABG

CLIO Group, Inc. 1998: 99.

7Amold-" OOCAOh +AOAT 8 OnmicadMedslettch AEAEOAGETABAT | OO1 O1 AU
Association. (Fall 2010): 9*see bibliography for website information.

8 Flentje, H. Edwad and Joseph A. AistrupgKansadsPolitics and Governmentincoln, Nebraska

University of Nebraska Press, 201(1-32.

s# Al AxAT T h - AOOEA8 O4EA 71 1 (AlgussB10s®BOAIRQ ho.8:RA0DPAECT |1 A&
10 Flentje, H.Edward and Joseph A. AistrugKansas Politics and Governmeritincoln, Nebraska )
University of Nelraska Press, 201@andinBD AOO AO0T I - A OO BVomanhSifflageAl 1 8 0 O4 EA

Campaign of 1912



Kansas became a leading state in addressing the rights of women when it
hedOEA T AOEI T80 AEOOO OAEAOAT AOGI 11 xiiTA1T80
AEOADPDI ET O AT Oh xT 1T AT80 OO0&ZEOACAh OEI OCE b
and full suffrage would not come to pass until 19121 Still, the referendum had
been significant. BHkabeth Cady Stanton wrote an article ifThe Revolutiona New
York paper she spearheaded with Susan B. Anthony, singing the praises of Kansas.

She wrote:

P

O8O0EAOA wnmnmm O1 OAO OAPOAOGAT O A POEI
hearts of the people, for this triumph was saared

without money, without a press, without a party. With

these instrumentalities now fast coming to us on all

sides, the victory in Kansas is but the herald of greater

OEAOI OEAO ET AOGABU 30A0A 1T &£ OEA 51 EI

A A~ N N~

Through the last half of the nineteenttA AT OOOUh OEA xT 1T AT80 11
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+ AT OAO xAO AEOAAOI U OEAA OF OEA 7711A
Women joined the W.C.T.U. from all over the state in local chapters in order to
become united in their efforts to legally prohibit the sales ad consumption of
alcohol. In Kansas they had a profound effect on state government in regard to the
rights of women. Members of the Kansas W.T.C.U were interested in all issues that
could affect women in general. They soon became just as concerned with

suffrage issue as they were with banning alcohé®. Kansas was the first state in the

country to bow to the pressures of prohibitionists, going dry in 1881. The

17 AAGEAOAI OAh $1 OE 08 itigs? Histod bind Eilestands YoD Eokos Angéles |
Califgrr]iq: CQ Press, an‘im'gnt,of’ SAageAPl\Jincatigns, 2012
123 OA Il O[ I h %l EUAATHhORevoiutiod, e 1. (Oaﬁnupny @4&683.6

B3] EOEh 7EI AA -8 O! (Al £ #A1 000U 1 £ kdasbistay,Ad ' AET E
no. 2 (Summer 1981): 296Topeka Room Shawnee County Public LibraryTopeka, Kansas.
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prohibition law that passed in Kansas, while only receiving a four percent majority,
still had a tremendous impact on government and the society of KansgsOnce
prohibition had been achieved, the W.C.T.U. came on even stronger and utilized its
political power to fight for suffrage for women. Kansas women successfully applied
pressure to stae government through the temperance unions and through the equal
suffrage associations.By 1887, the state had giveni®@1 OEA xT1 1 AT 80 AAI Al
included in all municipal elections, which gave them the right to vote locally for
mayors, sheriffs, coungmen, and the likel> After the turn of the 20" century,
members of the W.C.T.U. and the Kansas Equal Suffrage Association (K.E.S.A.), no
ITTCAO AT TOAT O xEOE O11TAAl OOAEAOACAROG [ AAA
in Kansas were already votersandAA T 11 U AOEAA &£ O A POI i1 OE
the state needed to realize this as wef®
7EETA TATU xi i AT ET +A1 OAO PAOOGEAEDPAOAA
about gaining the right to vote here were some women in Kansas, as nationally,
who adheredto anti-suffrage beliefs. In the main, female ansuffragists were
privileged middle class women who argued that women were better off under the
control and protection of men, a protection that was supposed to be accompanied
by veneration, and that votng would represent equalization with men, a tumble off

the pedestal, and a net loss for women. By the turn of the twentieth century, so

many Kansas women were enjoying the right to vote in local elections, that most

14 Goldberg, Michael LewisAn Army of Women: Gender anéolitics in Gilded Age Kansa®altimore:

Johns Hopkins University Press, 1997. Goldberg explains how the W.C.T.U. became stronger and

i OCAT EUAA A/EEAAOE OA irdge haihgahe kel ibshd. 6 0 EOOBOAOR OO EE

15 Dinkin, Robert JBefore Equal Suffrage: Women in Partisan Politics from @aial Times to 1920.

Westport, Connecticut.: Greenwood Press, 1995.

g AT AxAT T h - AOOEA8 O4EA 71 | Pé KaBs@sAiEorkal Quarterdy?2, BOAECT | A&
3, (August 1943 . Repository: Kansas Historical Society, Topekéansas.
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anti-suffragists were men. Some mendd stated they were against votes for women
AAAAGOA Ox1 1 Al EAA AT1OCE OF Al AO 1 AOOAOO
OET OI'A 110 AA AAAAA OI OEAEO AOOAAT 66 O1T O
duties.1” While many women participated in the suffrage movement in the State of
Kansas, those who may have been arduffrage remained relatively silent as a
group.

Kansas, from its territorial years, embodied a more opeminded political
culture than all but a £w of the other states. Women in the East followed closely the
AEAT CAO AAET C T AAA A O xI 1 ATl O1 66 xAOGOho A
national headlines in 1912, when the state granted its women the right to vote in
national elections and, a few yearkater, when women,beginning with Minnie

Johnson Grinstead, started running for the state legislature

CHAPTERI' OET OOAAABO " ACEITTETC

Minnie Grinsteadseemed to be a fearless a woman who throughout her
career found opportunities for advancementShe took full advantage of those
opportunities by working hard. She grew to become a leader in her neighborhood,
her places of employment, and, later on, in politics

Born in Crawford County,Kansas on September 30, 186%rinstead
graduated high schooht the age of fourteenWhile too young at the time to be able

to teach school, which required teachers to be at least the sixteen years of age,

17Estey, Steph 1 3 A WAnhah Suffrag8 6 ) OAI .1 d c¢moepmch #AI1 .18 + oc¢
Repository: Kansas Historical Society, TopekKansas.
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' OET OOAAA AEOEAO x1 OEAA 11 EAO EZAOEAOGO EA
with cultivation or plowin g. She gained a lifetime certificate in Education from the
Emporia Normal School in Emporia, Kansas, known today as Emporia State
University, and started her career teaching public school at the age of seventéén.

In the Grinstead collection at the arclves of the Kansas State Historical
Society there is an autograph book that she had kept over the years. In this book are
handwritten notes from students, friends and colleagues she had known throughout
the years. The scrapbook spans more than a decad&th the first entry dated 1889
and some of the last dated 19012 The evidence of the many well wishes and notes,
demonstrates that Grinstead was well liked and admired. Many of the notes
AAAOAOOAA EAO AO O&OEAT A - ET1 esAvitteib® O$AAO
' OET OOAAABO OOOAAT O6h EO APPAAOO OEAU x0O1 O
sayings they might have memorized. Knowing their teacher loved the art of poetry
and wrote original poems herself, they all asked her to remember them. One of
GOET OOAAA8 O AOEATAO £OTI -AAEAETA |, 1TACAh +1/

wrote:; 20

BABi ography of Mrs. MinnABOGOIi i ARdO SAWKe#]l OAoMEODB
no. 659, Box 3, Folder 1Club Records, (193384) 7t District. Repository: The Kansas State Historical

Society, Tpeka, Kansasln this collection, there is a two page typed essay coverir@rinsteadd © A A Ol U
life. Itis not numbered and is noted as an incomplete document.

19 The collection at KSHS is in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead Collection

1878-[not before 1923] Manuscript Collection 365. Many handwritten notes wex from students in

Pittsburg, Kansasvhere she taught. Some of the entries were froeolleagues and people she met

from her lecturing with the W.C.T.U. Repository: The Kansas State Histoti&ociety, Topeka, Kansas.

20 These autographed notes from friends aréound in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker

Grinstead Collection 1878[not before 1923] Manuscript Collection 365. Repository: Kansas St¢at

Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas.



Dear Miss Johnson,
May God bless you in the noble work you have chosen.
W appreciate your efforts for mankind in our little

city. Come again.
Your friend
Mrs. J.A.

Runyan

Another friend from Milan, Kansas, in a note dated March 12, 1900
wrote:

Ever remember me as a sincere friend and one who loves
you. May your chosen life -work be ever abundant in rich
harvest for the Masterods Kingdom.
Lovi ngly and truly
Your friend
Ola Watson

Many of Grinsteadd €udents wrote rhymes or popular yearbook ditties such as

these:21

Dear Friend
Within this book so pure and white
Let none but friends dare to write.
And may eeh live withfriends help given
Direct the writer through to heaven.
Your friend and scholar
Mary Brumblet

Friend Minnie
It is sweet to be remembered,
Sad to be forgot
But you can do just as you like,
Remember me or not.
Truly Yours,
JohnnieWright

Dear Teacher,
When rocks and hills divide us,
And you no more | see,
Remember it was Edna,
Whowrote these lines to thee.
Your scholar,

2tpid.. T OAO A&£OT i OET OOAAAB8O OOOAAT 6O xAOA

Edna Greenstreet

1 EOOI A AAO?

albums and greeting cards. The three above canfmaindin' OE T O @ufodrdph tibokin the

Grinstead Collection.

10



Grinstead was a schoolteacher for about twelve years in Pittsburg, Kansas,
and serval as Principal for the last five to six years at the East Buildir?g.In 1895,
Grinstead embarked on her first political race after being nominated to run on the
Republican ticket for the position of superintendent of public instruction. She lost
the racein a Populist landslide that year, but she had enjoyed electioneering and
resigned from her teaching positiorg3

' OET OOAAA30O OEI A AO A OAAAEAO AT A AO A
next phase of her career as a prohibition lecturer. Her public spking experiences
contributed to her taking anactive role in the Kansas Womée &C0ristian
Temperance Union (W.C.T.U.) and siened those skillsfurther by becoming apaid
lecturer for the organization in 1896. Grinstead also practiced her talents as a
speaker from the pulpit in the Baptist church where she became a preacher. In
November of 1899, Grinstead took a course and earned a license to preach from the
Baptist church in Pittsburg, Kansas, and later omiher life she became a pastor of a
church in Liberal, Kansag# She retained her credentials to preach throughout her
life, and she did preach when not in session as a state legislatér.

In 1901, Minnie Johnson marrieda lawyer namedVirgil H. Grinsteadwho

later became ajudgein Seward County, Kansadt was a union of mutual respect

22 Kansas Library Bulletin 4 no.4. (December 1935): 1Repository: The Kansas Sta Historical
Society Topeka, Kansas.

23 This paragraph comes from two different sources. A page in the Minnie Gstead file at the
Coronado Museum/Seward Count Historical Society, Liberal Kansaand from the biography found
in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead Collection 187got before 1923]
Manuscript Collection 365, finding aid. Repository: Kesas Stae Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas.
24 Biography found in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead Collection 18180t
before 1923] Manuscript Collection 365, finding aid. Repository: Kansas Sgaltlistorical Society,
Topeka, Kansas.

50#1 1 OAT OET 1 Al EOEAOG 3 EAAI ECE BKhari Truth Ekbtart, Indans8 08 * AOE A
(June 8, 1920.
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and admiration; both werewell-known lecturers and prohibitionists and both had

very public careers?6 The couple established their home in Liberal, Kansas, where

Minnie Grinsteadgave birth to four children, two ofwhom died in infancy. The

surviving children were named Darline and WadeTaking care of the needsf her

homeandZAi E1 U AAAAI A A OHif§ Adralleind izOdedireora OET OOA A
public role in creating a better world in which to raise her children

Grinsteadworked as a paid lecturer forthe W.C.T.U. for fifteen yearsShe was
also elected agpresident of the 7" Congressional District Suffrage campaigwhile in
the fight for womend O O OigiME® AS@eltraveled all across the state of Kansas
and into Missouri to speak about the evils of alcohol that plagued society and to
promote the need for ratification of a constitutional amendment on prohibition.
Grinsteadwas the president of the ™ district of the W.C.T.U.

Grinstead did well & a lecturer and was appointedV.C.T.U. State Evangelist
in 1900. She traveled to Washington D.C., serving as a delegate at the national
W.C.T.U. Convention from November 30 to December 7, 198@rinsteadfound a
niche in Kansagolitics through her efforts working for the W.C.T.Ulong before she

ran for state office in 1918.

6068(8 ' OET OOAAA 3 OOE ATEefLiberal NetvdLiBeral Kanad (F€bEiang28E AA U h 6
1924).

7" AEEATh T OATT -8 AT A " OAT AA &AOOEACHOAATE DADBIAIT T E
Thousand Oaks, CaliforniaSage Corp Publishing, 2003. o o A o .
28" E] COAPEU 1 £ - 008 -ETTEA ' OET OOAAAG OAEAT &OI I OEA

no. 659, Box 3Folder 1 Club Records, (19334) 7t District. Repository: The Kansas ‘St’atAHis,toAricaI, )
Society, Topeka, Kansain this collection, there is a two page typed essay coveringOET O éafyA A3 O
life. Itis not numbered and is noted as an incomplete documen
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Getting Elected
Grinstead wanted to make changes in society, especially where Prohibition

was concerned For many years she hd worked speaking out about the necessity
£l O POI EEAEOEIT AT A OEA EAA OCOAAO Al AEOEI
name for herself as a paid lecturer for the W.C.T,lraveling across the state and
ET O -EOOI OOE AAi PAECITEIT C &£ O AT OE bPOI EEAE
gathered something of a following and, in March of 1914, a substantially large group
of friends and citizens of LiberalKansasx Al EAA AEOAAOI U Ol ' OETl OC
personally request that she become a candidate on the Republican ticket for a
Senate seat. She was taken entirely by surprise with their handmade signs that read
GRINSTEAD FOR SENATE and their sincere promigeall vote for her if she would
just join the election. She thanked her friends and neighbors for the vote of
confidence and told them,

O) &£ ) OEIO1I A OAA ET AT U xAU O AAATI

seat in the United States Senate, nothing that shall come

to me would bring me more pleasure than this

expression of respect by my own home people in
coming out this evening in a norpartisan way and thus

xEOEET ¢ T A OEA OI OEi AOGA OOAAAOOGBUT O
know me, you know | am not afraid to stand squarely
forwhat I AAT EAOA O AA OECEOS85H

29 This is a direct quote of Minnie Grinstead coming from a newspaper clipping from tidewton
Evening NewgFebruary 21, 1919) that had been cut out and placed in a scrapbook she had made. It
is found in the GrinsteadVlanuscript Collection No. 365. Bpository: Kansas State Higirical Society,
Topeka, Kansas.

0, EAAOAT 7AT 00 - OO0 8rhe HotEhingdo®Med#utcBirisdd, Kankds Né&rdh a6
1914).
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4EA OOIT O T &£ " OET OOAAAGO DPiI OOEAT A AAT AEAAA
way into newspaper articles as far distant as Ohio, lowa, New Jersey, California, and
Louisiana. Her name was becoming nationally known, though mygiof those articles
AT AARA Op 11 OEA OOI AEAOUG6 PAGCAO AT A OEIT OA
detailed article about her in a Hutchinson, Kansas newspaper happened to be placed
ET OEA OxAT O AAOGS6 OAAOGEIT 1 £ OkvkdHelAx OPADPAO
Grinstead chose not to run in the Senatorial election of 1914, as she had been
EAOCEOAT O O AMINEATACARAOEAN OIAMIRSAT EOCET AT O (
Nevertheless, the interest of the people in Liberal gave her incentive to seek out a
political position four years later.

The Kansas state legislature up to 1918 was comprised entirely of men, but
in this male-dominated field Grinstead proved to be a viable candidate. Her
successful career as an educator, administrator, and lecturer with the W.GQJT
across Kansas and Missouri had made her a credible competitor. She was not
intimidated nor had she shown any reservations about working in a political
atmosphere dominated by men. Her determination to see the ratification of
prohibition at the national level heightened the motivation behind her running for a
seat in the State of Kansas House of Representatives. Grinstead made a courageous
decision in 1918 to run for office and the reasons she gave revolved around

PDOT EEAEOQOETT AT A QOABRBOOBPECEGABARTI 6BEAAAE OE.
OADOAOCAT OABEOA &£ O 11 61 OEAOGU 10 AAAA

AOOA T &

a" AATh *TA OAOOEAER O4O0AEI Al AUAOGghicagdTrituaed , AGCEOIT AOIT C
(December27, 1992).
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wanted to run for office for the most part on her opposition to alcohol and her

desire to vote nationally to ratify an amendment fa prohibition. 32

was full of thrills. She was runing against the incumbent representative who
belonged to the opposing political party?3 Newspapers, townspeople and many
other states in the nation noticed that a Kansas woman had put her hat into the ring
running for legislature for the first time.34 Many people in the town of Liberal had
encouraged her to run agaist the Democratic incumbentA. A. Farmer, reinforcing

her belief in the possibility of succes$>

£l O

' OET OOAAAS8 O AAI PAECT xAO xAl1l OET OCEO 1

041 OEA 61 OAOO | melbdrat Ne@hated July ¥, A8 Grindfeld
reached out to her constituents with a description of her pla to run for a legislative
seat on the Republican ticket. She explained her background, starting with a
reminder that she was a nativeborn Kansan, and continued on highlighting her
achievements as a teacher, a preacher, and a lecturer for the W.C.TTUis letter to

her voters gave Grinstead an opportunity to speak of her concerns about the poor,
OEA OOAOAGO OAETTI1 Oh AT A EAOI AOOS 3SEA

three once in office. This ad also emphasized her concerns about the mgement

32 Newton Evening NewgFebruary 21,1919. This article clipping, found in a scrapbook that
Grinstead kept which contains many articles she saved that contained information about her, poems
and other county information. Thescrapbook, presented to the Kansas State Historical Society by
her daughter Darlene in 1948, can be found in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) & Virgil Hooker Grinstead
collection 1878-[not before 1923], Col. 365. Repository: Kansas SeaHistorical Society, Topka,
Kansas.

- Asi xATTh ,EITEAT '8 O+Al-GEQADOHEaDON Inddperidedi AAEAO

Dearborn, Mich, March 26, 1921. Kansas State Histoal Society, 328 Clipp v.15.

#¥Fi i Al EO ThY artiglddisffdundan’ OE T O €clapbdok ®Kansas State Historical
Society, Topeka, Kansas.

35 |bid.
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Oi AA AAOCAEOI 110 O1 1 AEA O1 1T AAAOOAOU AgpPA
course, had no qualms about explaining her disdain for alcohol, stating she had

OAAOI OAA T ATU xAAEO AT A 11T10EO ATA UAAOO £
EET AOAA OEAAO AT OE E1I +AT OAO AO 1T OEAO OOAOD

outlining her views on equality, stating:

®) Al 110 AAI EAOA Odakndidaiexi i AT EO ET Al E
Al 0 OAPOAOAT OAGEOAS 910 AOA xEIIEIC A O
OAEA OEA 1 AAASxEU 110 1 AU AOEAA POAEOAE.

woman to office, if you believe she is capable of
AEOAEAOCET ¢ OEA AOOEAOC 1 £ 1 EAEAAB8AT A xE,
endeavorO1T A£O01 1 U AEOAEAOCA ¥ U AOOU AO Ul 60
' OET OOAAAS8O 1 PPTTAT Oh '8 '8 &AOI AOh OEA
in the competing newspaper;The Liberal Democraton October 31, 1918, a strategic
move only six days before Election Day. In his aBarmer explained more about
how he was worried his opponent was a woman with no experience than he spoke
of his own accomplishments. He did not even name Grinstead. He stated:
O8O0OEA 1T OEAO TAI A EO OGEAO T &£ A 1 AAUNn A O,
most estimable lady; one of the highest character and
standing in her community. This lady asks to be
allowed to represent Seward County in the next

Legislature as against the man who represented the
#1 01 Ou ET OEA 1 AOO OAOOEITT 80O

e

Grinstead due to her shortcomings instead of highlighting why theghouldvote for
him. His ad told voters when they got their ballot to stop and think a little when

they saw the two nanes, (Grinstead not mentioned by her name still). He

30l OEA 61 OAOO | Te 13bhral NewA ibetal, KReangas)qulp 4, 1918) This whole

paragraph is condensed and quot® A£OT I ' OET OOAAAGO bPi 1 EOEAAI AAS
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Al PEAOEUAA OEAO OEA O,1xAO0 (1 OOA EO 1T AAA O

OEAT 1 EEAI U ww DPDAOAAT O T &£ OEA [ ATl AAOOEED «x

woman who would be in committees with men who gobills passed by talking in

OET OA1T 11T AAEAOG AT A ET CAOEAOET CcO xEAOA EOE

DAOOAAhRSd EA AOEAA EEO OAAAAOO xET x1 01 A OE

bills through? Farmer ended his plea to the voters by asking theto vote for his

experience as a male as opposed to the female who had no congressional

experience3’ No rebuttal articles appeared in either newspaper, so Grinstead

APDPAOAT O1T U AEA 110 O0OU O Al 01 OAO &AOI A0B8O

adrul T ET ¢ OEA OAT A AAU AO &AOI AOG6O AAh 1 AOT A

stating the goals she planned to fulfill once elected. She thanked the people of

Seward County for their loyal support and promised that, if electedhe would serve

them well. Threre was not one reference to her opponent, not one negative thing to

OAuh T1T1T1TU A 1A0CO ABPAAI £ O OEA DPAI PI AGO O
Taking a position opposite to that of A.A. Farmer, another Liberddansas

TAxOPAPAO xO1T OA AAT OO ' OET OGCskdhdisavdmdd 11 1

3AxAOA AT O1s@illGothe wdll Ok Af@iOn every way, for they will

A A38 @Grinstead, then living in Liberal, worked long and arduous hours, driving

more than 5000 miles during her campaign, stopping along her path to talkith

37 This paragraph is condensed and i1 1 OAET 0 NOT OAOG &OiI i OEA AOOEAI A AAI
found in The Liberal DemocratLiberalKansas, Qctober 31, 191§. This article favors Farmer but

OAAI O O1T 1106 EAOGA AAAT xOEOOAT AU &AOI AO EEI OAl £nh E
AT AO 116 CEOA OEA OAAAAO A AAZET EOA AT OxAO AO O1 Ox

" OET OOAAA AO O1 AAU6 OEOI OCET OO0 1T AOGAO T ATOEITETC EAC
times.

®O! 0AOOTT Al 77 OA A he LittefalNdwALiberal, Kaneag, Ddobek 21 A1915.

304EA 2ADPOAT EAAT # AT AE A AibefaONewsEbetlAkaksas/ Octber@1, OUS 4 EA
1918).
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numerous farmers and other citizens for a few moments explaining why a vote for

her was so important. Later, reflecting on her time in office, she described her
opponentasOA 1 AUU AT &ill ghé had r@@oknoivih aky woman to get

any honorwithout a lot of hardx T O E 8 3 EA tisthie hath womahi OA U

danced to get the head of John the Baptist andatas delivered on a silver trayyou

(@]
F_H:
(@)

may guess | had toworktooimn CAET ET ¢Y OEA 1711 ET AOET 1
Minnie Grinstead had specific views about women that were at opposite ends
I £ OEA 1 EAAOAT AT A AT 1 OAOOAOEOA OPAAOGOOI 8
rights in all aspects of life. She believed that women could achieve anything as long
as they put forth hard worE 8 4EA AT 1T OAOOAOEOA OEAA ODPEAI
most important duty was to become a homemaker, which in her mind always came
first. She deemed her own position, as a representative, more as a commission to
utilize her influence making things béter for families and their homes in the state of
Kansas! It was herintention to not only make laws, but to continue her womanly
duties of caring for her family and home.
' OET OOAAA xAO Al AGAO ET ATT1TAAOQOET C EAO
femininity , family, and domesticity during her campaign. It was a brilliant strategy
she used in getting nominated and winning her seat as a State Representative. It
was during her time as a lecturer for the W.C.T.U. that she learned how to play a

skilled political game to gain the respect of men and women and to be taken

©“4EEO NOI OA AAi A EOT i ' OET OOAAASOC i x1 OUBPAA Al AO
, ACEOI AOOOASd EO EO A Ox1 DPACA AT AOIi AT O OEAO EO E
State Historical Society in the Minnie Tamar Johnson & V.H. Gitead Collection 1878[not before

1923].

104 EA &EOOO 71 1 Al ODERMoibds ovinl HOmeEtdAdes Mdin€sAl@va, arch 4,

1920).
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seriously as a future politician. By using her femininity, Grinstead assured men, who
were still prone to have anttO O £AAOACA AAT EAZEZOh OEAO OEA xAQ
not changing her genderole or her place in society. Grinstead proudly accepted
OEAO OPAAEAI OAODPI T OEAEI EOU &I O Aii AOGOEA A
that those duties prohibited her from participating in politics, making laws to better
her community and state?

Like many women, Grinstead utilized the power of the W.C.T.U. to show anti
suffragists that it was necessary to allow women the vote, as they were the
protectors of society. Having full suffrage would enable womdmthOET OEAEO OI 1
aswivesandmoth OO O1 bHOI OAAO OEAEO EiIiT AOGd AT A AE
alcohol#3 Suffragists used this social utility argument as justification in gaining
rights and Grinstead utilized this strategy to her benefit as she was ardently against
alcohol and was a sasoned lecturer on prohibition. When a newspaper journalist
asked what she would be endorsing in her first session as a lawmaker, she
OAOPI T AAA xEOQOETI 66 EAOEOAOEITh O2A0EAEAAOQEI
of the national prohibiton AT AT AT AT O AT A &£ O OEA xT14AT180 C
Grinstead possessed a strong desire to be a member of the assembly that would see

the national prohibition law becoming a reality; this had been her main reason for

running for office. Furthermore, shehad minced no words in expressing her desire

2$ 0" 1T EOh %l 1 Al 8 O4EA 2AAEAAI EOI 1T A& OEA 711 AT 30AFEOA
Reconstruction of Nineteenth# AT OOOU &Ai ET EOi 86 &AI ET EOO 300AEAOh j
B8 O0" T EOh %l 1 A8 0711 AT 3O0EEOACA QO 711 AT 680 2ECEOO80
39.

44 |bid.
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to snuff out cigarettes and stated she had intentions to propose new legislation
against smoking#>

4EOI OCEI OO OEA OOAOA T &£ +A1 OAOGh ' OET O0OA
comprised of sparse writeups placed in pecular pages of the paper. Local
newspapers such aghe Liberal(Kansas)Democratand The Liberal(Kansas)News
published where Grinstead resided, often ran fronpage stories as well as political
ads about her. Most ads that were related to the election weeprinted in these two
TAxOPAPAOO 1171 U Oxi T O OEOCAA 1110EO AAA& OA
newspapers put the Grinstead articles and highlights either on the front page or in
the first few pages of the newspaper. Papers in the rest of the couptnften talked
about Kansas having a female candidate for legislature, but many of those articles
AT 01 A AA EAIOT A 11 OEA O31 AEAOGUG 1T O O/ &£ H)T160
back pages of newspapers. Obviously, Kansas had a more immediate conabout

this election than did the rest of the country.

' OET OOAAA80O EAOA x1 OE DPAEA 1T &££&n 11 0OI OE
OAOOI 6O OADPi OOAA A1l 1T OAO OEA OOAOA OAOGAAI
3AxAOAd EAA x11 OEpeséniathe) ie&tihd her Aipaheng Wwha OA 2 A

was also the incumbentpy an unexpectedly large margin of votes. She surprised
many folks not because she won the election, but because she won by such a large
margin. Projected to win by a safe measure of posdipa hundred votes, she was

not expected to win big, but, when the official electoral returns in Seward County

45 |bid.
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were published, Grinstead had 1,041 votes and the incumbent, Farmer, had 566
votes 46
The first woman elected to the Kansas State House of Repeatatives made
news across the country. The election had writeps in papers ranging from Texas
to lowa and Colorado to New York. Some of these articles were found on the front
page and some in the back pages. In December of 1918, interestingly enowgh,
Duluth, Minn. newspaper printed an insignificant little blurb about Grinstead
becoming the first woman legislator in Kansas. The blurb appeared under a larger
AOOEAI A OEOI AA OGOAAEACA 7O0ADPDPET CproBadBly AT ! 00
attracted few malesthe article seems to have been aimed at a female audience.

Tucked in ever so slightly that one would not think it out of place, there was also a

1 EOOTA ATi1 1T AT AAGETT AAT OO ' OE1 OOAAA8O AAEE
articleonGET OOAAAS O OOAAARAOOAEOI AAiI PAECT [ AEAO E
afterthought.4”

Rumblings from men in the State House about having a woman enter the
sacred precincts where they dominated began to surface. Newspapers printed
many articles enumerati ¢ OEA AT T AAOT O T £ +AT OAOG3O0 1 Al A
' OET OOAAAB8O xET AT A EAO ET AOGEOAAI A PAOOEAE
the State Constitution of Kansas allowed Grinstead to participate politics, the
news media outside of her hometown emphasized her feminine role as a mother
and cast doubt on her abilities to be a good legislator. Newspapers across Kansas

N s A 2 o

DAODPAODOAOAA OEA OI AEAI EI PAOAOGEOA 1T &£ x1 1 Al

%0/ AEEAEAT 61 OA Tlie HbeBalDerotrtLiberhl Kbrnddd,§Novembet, 1918).
700 AAEACA 7 OA b buluth QlewSTdibure] Duluti)) KliBnésota, (December 22, 1918).
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would be too feminine,andtoo politically inexperienced,to succeed in an overly

male dominated atmosphere such as the State House. Various articles in those
newspapers reported concerns about Grinstead coming into the fold of legislators as
the only woman. For example:

O4EA O11 Al T AAAA AsasisthtesménistiodkC OEA + A
their heads in doubt when it was reported that a woman had
AAAT Al AAGAABOEAU AAI EAOGAA OEAO -008 'O
O0EO0OOUG | Ai AAROh AT A OEAO OEA x1 01 A OAI I
61 ACo OEAI & O Oi1EEIC AECAOOBOEEO OEEI
seOEI T AET 60 11 PETE OAA AEEAEOOG

~Kansas City StarKansas City, gl48

I
/
(

Qill she be known as a legislator or a legislatress? Will she
stand for cigar or cigarette smoke in the House? What will be
her position in matters where swear words sometimegreep
into heated discussions? ...It will be interesting to see just
how Mrs. Grinstead will take to the legislature and how it will
xAOi Obp O1 EAO8d

~Chanute Tribune ChanuteKansag®

O4EA T AT 1TACEOI AOI OO0 plobidnsi OAE DPAODPI AGAA
that will arise in connection with her taking the seat. Not so
much as how she will meet her duties as to how they will
manage their matteisin her presence. It will be interesting
to note just how she takes to the job and how the legislature
xElI'l OAEA O EAOS86O
~EmporiaWeekly GazetteEmporia,Kansas®
While many newspapers printed stories that introduced a hint of negativity

xEElT A OAPT OOET ¢ OEA AEAAOOKh O1T 1 A AOAAOAA OE

succeed as a representative. These skeptics kept readers pondering the question

80! &ATETET A 10AO00AOOA Kankas Oity ta(MokdmBeAld, 1926.CEO1 AODOOAS8 S
2904EA 711 AT Chdngi&EDibuAeQdvérber16, 1918. This article clipping, found in a

scrapbook that Grinstead kept which contains many articles she saved that contained information

about her, poems and other county information. The scrapbook, presented to the Kansas State

Historical Society by her daghter Darlene in 1948, can be found in the Minnie Tamar (Johnson) &

Virgil Hooker Grinstead collection 1878[not before 1923], Col. 365. Repository: Kansas State

Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas.

00+ AT OAO 71 1 AlEmpodaqMeddly Galett®Erdporia, Kansas, (Januarg, 1919).
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O(Tx xAO OEEO O, AAU A&EOTi 3AxAOAd ciETIC Oi
papers maraged to portray Grinstead in a positive light as a woman highly capable

of enacting laws and working amongst a roomful of men. One paper described

Grinstead after the election through the eyes of her Republican opponent in the

August primary, whom she be® 8 (A xAO OAPT OOAA O1 EAOA

OOAAE AOEI Oh AOO UVI O 1T0OCEO O OAA EAO 0Ol 8

51 This is quote about Minnie G[irlstead comes froya’nAew,spgper’cIippir[g fro,m~th\el\]ewt9n Evening’ o
News (February 21,1919 £ OT A ET ' OET OOAAAGO OAOAPATTE AO OEA +
Topeka, Kansas.
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CHAPTERII z First Term in Office (1918 -1920)

Once electedGrinsteadmade every attempt to promotethe fact that she was
a mother first and a legislator secondlt is not possible to discern, at this distance,
whether Grinstead really believed this about herself or if it was a wise political
strategy to declare for motherhood and domesticity in a wod that still believed
women were inherently suited to be mothers and not much else. Grinstead had
already established an extradomestic lifestyle for herself as a lecturer, preacher,
and campaigner, but she seems to have taken careful steps to make heeeaas a
legislator acceptable to the genderole traditionalists in her state, who were many.
During that first year she held officeGrinsteadbrought her entire family with her to
Topeka, renting a house downtown on Topeka Boulevard, not too far frorhe
capital building. She wanted to be able to prepare breakfast for them every morning
just as she had always done, before she departed to the Capitol to conduct the
business of lawmakinge2

In April of 1920, the Duluth-News Tribunen Duluth, Minnesota wote a

OOAOGOAT OEAT AOOCEAT A 11 ' OET OOAAA xEOE OEA
00006 OEA (T T A "ATOGA '11h 6 xEEAE EECEI ECEO
EAO APPAAOAT AA AT A PAOOI T Al EOU AOQoffad T OEAOI

AO Oi T OEAOCET ¢co AEI 1 O6h OEAT EAAAAA AAAE Ol
night. Only one paragraph was devoted to exploring where her interest in politics

came from. The story ended by focusing on her domestic duties, how she milked her

220#1 1T E - AAl &EOO0Od 4EAT /11U 71 1 Adpeka DailyBddingh OT O ' 1 AO
Topeka, Kansas, (January 15, 191®)und in a Grinstead €arapbook.
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own cows, made her own butter, and raised chickens. They proclaimed her
excellence in housekeeping skills and praised her cooking. That same article had
appeared a month before in thddes Moines lowa Homesteadl March of 1920,
emphasizing her domesticity?3
' OET OOAAAGO AEAEOOO AAU AO OEA OOAOAEI OOA
asshewas the first to grace the halls in the Capitol as well as the chamber floor of
the House of Representatives. Whe@rinsteadtook the oath of office, a large crowd
of peoplegathered to see the first woman member of the House of Representative
taking the oath. She later reflected that some of the men there had looked at her
with their thoughts clearly displayed in their facial expressions, and some even gave
voicetothoseET OCEOOh OAUET Ch O7EAOQ *Adsteddjus®d AT ET C
smiled and strode right past them, ready to get on with her duties.
Upon entering the capital building, she could hear grumbling among some
the Representatives about having a woman workraong them. Some men were
skeptical about their future work environment in the House with Grinstead present.
Representative McDougal from Edwards County, Kansas had been one of those
skeptics. He wrote a letter to one of his own constituents who had ast his opinion
IT OEA O1 AAuU |1 Ai ARO 1T &£ OEA (1 O0OA86 /T OEA
was customary for House seats to be selected. Being gentlemen, the men offered

Grinsteadthe opportunity to select any seat she wanted in the House. MciDyal

30+ AT OAQG TMAEODO @O OEA Dpuluth NewsThiiudeADuluth, MiBnésota, (Aprilll,

1920).

a4 AEAT AOT 1T ' OET OOAAABO 1 x1 OUDPAA AT AOI AT O AAI T AA G
a two page document that is incomplete or missing pages. It can be found in the Minnie Tamar

Johnson & V.H. Grinstead Collection 18780t before 1923] at the Kansas State Historical Socigty

Topeka, Kansas.
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stated that right from the beginning he had been impressed with Grinstead, who
could have had any seat she wantedninus those of the Speaker and the Speaker
pro-tem-- but chose a seat in the center of the House chamber, where no one could
get to her,instead of taking a seat down on the front row where lobbyists could have
AAOEI U EAA AAAAOO O EAOS &OT I OEAO 111A1
GrinsteadAT O1 A OAEA AAOA 1T £ EAOOAI £ EIT OEA (1C
letter stating that Grinsteadx AO OA 1 AAU 1T £ Ci T A bpil EOAh O0AO
on a tangent, is quite able to present her side of a case on the floor of the House and
is a good loser when she finds her measure defeated, which is really one of the most
necessary chaA AOAOEOOEAO T & A CiT A 1 ACEOI AOI 086
Grinsteadbrought to members ofthe House & 1 | A pels@ective on
politics and provedthat she could handle the job set beforehe©4 EA |, AAU 1 £
Sewarch @s the men at the State House called hémfroduced her fair share of bills
and debated many presentedby other Representatives Even though Grinstead lost
some of her bills, she did so with dignity, proving to the men in the House that she
could handle the job of being a representativayin or lose,which led to respect and
admiration from her colleagues.
A uniquely presented press account abousrinsteadwas written from the
DAOOPAAOGEOA 1T £ AT 11 AAO® AxITOEAIT AMAIO- BAA *&E-1 £ EX
Toepky(sic): Impressions Of An Oldlimer At TE A, A C E Ore Arizi®, badedl 0 4

IT -A30 1T AOAOOAOQEIT 1 GrinkéadAOF AO AC AR A PRAOAUIhA Al Al Bi EEAE

55 Taken from an article called, The Caldwell NewgFebruary 27,1919 1 | AAOAA ET - EITEA ' O
OAOAPATTE AATTAA O! -1 OEAOGO "EAO 41 (A@ 3116 I O A
Collection 1878 [not before 1923] at the Kansas State Histotal Society in Topeka, Kansas.
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PAOOITh AOO OOCCAOOAA OEAO OEI OA AAPAAEI EO
described herown visit to the chamber to observeGrinsteadin action, explaining

that sheslid into her seat, took out her knitting, sat back and watched the

happenings on the floor. She looked around for that Minnie Grinstead, who she

could tell right away from her clothes because the other members of the House had
beenwearinC OOEOO8 O- Ao xAT O 11 OF OAUq

O 7EAT AT UITA OAUO OEA AT AUBO AE
O0bp A OEET ZAAAA PAOOIT1888A00 xEA
E
E

A AOT AA EAAARAAR O1 00 Io ONOAOA AE
OPDAAOAAI AOs8 -ETOBR ' 9Bl OOAARDG O
makes the best doughnuts of anybody in her county, and can
pOO OEA TAAOAOO PAOAE 11 A PAEO 1
AADAAT Ah EOC6O A 1 UOOCAOU Oi 1A xEU O
up in politics and get elected to the legislature! T A ) 81 1 AAO

A

EAO AEOOAE O AEAGUSIT CAO AI‘
OEA3O Ob EAOA O1 OET ¢ AUA AT A
xEAO YA Al BAE ) xAO AAPAAI A8
Ma was a widely syndicated reporter who wrote in the voice of an old
country woman for comic effect. O- A 06 HI OA EO OAI ET EOAAT O 1
other writers for the sake of wry commentaryduring this period. Marietta Holly
AOAAOGAA O*1T OEAE '11AT80 7ELAAG AO KindyAOOAODI
Dunnecreated an Irish-American bartender, Mr. Dooley, whosbkrogue
commentary on the political and social issues of his daywas syndicated in scores of
DPAPAOO AOT 6T A OEA Al O1 60ouUs O0- A6 EECEI ECEO
Ol OEAOO6 OAAAAO&roB s dodesticiye T OOAAAG O AA
Grinstead became accustomed tthe climate ofmaking laws with her male

colleaguesin the House. She stated in h@wn brief accountof her legislative

5 |bid. This article froman unknown newspaperand byunknown authoris £/ 6T A ET ' OET O0OAAA
scrapbooks 1T misgpdllingd Azk fouhditutbe articleas they are written.
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experiencethat when the men finally saw that shendeed cameto work and not just
for show, they began to treater with respect>’

Years later, Gabby Thompson, a lawyer in Manhattakansaswho had been
AOEAT AO xEOE ' OET OOAAA3O AAOCEOAOh $AOIETA
shared aboutGrinstead According to ThompsonDarline remembered that during
Grinstead f@st session in the House, she rented a room at the Jayhawk Tower, a
hotel located only two blocks away from the capital, in order to have restroom
facilities. Since Grinstead was the first woman at the Statetke, there were no
lavatory accommodations available to her as all the restrooms were for males only,
so for a short timeGrinsteadhad to walk down the street to the hotel whenever
nature called>8

" OET Ofirét drdedodbusiness as a Representativeealt with the national

(@}

prohibitory amendment. !  A£O0T AAT AT OA1 AEAT CA O OEA AIi
been working towards for yearswas within her reach. On January 14, 1919, the

House wasin the midst of their rules andorganization whenthe first order of

business fromthe Senateappeared TheSecretary of the Senate presentewb the

House of Representatives, th8enate Concurrent Resolution No. proposing an

amendment to the United States Constitutio®® ' OET OOAAAS O BeehaDO | OO«

57 0T 1+ OET OOAAABO 1 xi OUPAA Al AOI AT O A /AoirtisksA O- U %OQE
two-page document that is incomplete ohasmissing pages. Found in Kansas State Historical Society

in the Minnie Tamar Johnson & V.HGrinstead Collection 1878[not before 1923].

58 Gabrielle Thomgson is a lawyer in Manhattan, Kansas friend and colleague of Darline Conover,

' OET OOAAA80O0 AAOCEOAO xEI DOl OEAAA OEEO OOI OU &I O 12
Grinstead

59 KansasHouse Journal. 24 Biennial Session, Topeka January iMlarch 22, 1919 & Special Session,

June 1619, 1919:6 & 7.
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flutter with a vote so close at hand Shewasfinally going to voteto getthe
amendmentpassed.

The( T OOA OOI A0 xAOA OOODPAT AAA xEAT OEA
and an emergacy was declared for a second reading of the bill. The motion
prevailed and thenthe resolution read for a second time. A further emergency was
suspensefully declaredfor a third reading of thebill, with a motion prevailing. The
NOAOOET 1T xhallbhe DABAARDOBBT AA Alladiedchled AT A
with the following results: Yeas 121, Nays 0 ahthose absent or not voting 39
Both the House and the Senate in the State of Kansas had pagkedill
unanimously in favor of a national onstitution al amendment- the 18" amendment
-- prohibiting the sale and consumption oélcohol throughout the country, and thus
maintaining Kansas as a leader in the prohibition movemerit. Grinsteadwas a part
of the voting process achieving, in the earliest days of her career in the state
legislature, one of tle chief goals that had led her ther@ the first place.

After a few weeksin office, Grinstead joined in the law-making session with
confidence and skill.Grinsteadwas assigned to the Education Committee and to the
Roads and Highways Committee in therét week of the session, and, on January 23,

1919, she received assignment to the Public Welfare Committée After being in

office for some time,Grinsteadlater reported, she saw that the Public Welfare

3.

o

#1 11 EOOAA EAA AAAT T A OAswhithiobdivise ha@i OT A A&l O

60 |bid., 7.

10+ AT OAO , ACEOI AOOOA TkeiHGdiAsorsNawsutcHindan, Kdnda$(Jarfuary
14, 1919).

62 Kansas House Journal. 21Biennial Session, Topeka January iMlarch 22, 1919 & Spcial Session,
June 1619, 1919 xv & Xvi.
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bi AAAs8d 3EA Al 1T NOAT O1 U Pi ET OAA 1 OO OEAO OE
came to thiscommith Aih& xEEAE OEA EAA OEA AAI ECEOAODI
OE A AE ABlaitofd loféhé crowds of reporters, welfare wrkers and all kinds
I £ pATPI A OEAO OEA EAA AAAI O xEOE EI x OEA
A T T1TCOAI AT i i EOOAA8SG

At 10:00 a.m. on January 17, 1919, the fourth day into the session, Grinstead
ET 001 AOBAAA EAO AE OO Gatedth hnia@ vacating tefadBartddE 1 1 . 1
OEA DI AO 1T £ OEA &RRAQlatish gectionoflahdoA & map th& 1 OAO8 06
AAAI 6 xEOE OEA 1 AUiI OO T &£ OEA AEOUS )y ' OE
Liberal, KS, meant she was asking for aw to change the blue prints of the map
concerning certain parts of her cityé® The bill was read for the second time on
January 20 on the chamber floor and then referred to the Judiciary Committee. The
Judiciary Committee reported back to the House with @commendation that the
bill not be passed, because the committee had prepared a substitute Bill.
' OET OOAAA3O AEOOO AEI T h OEATh TAOAO 11 OAA
' OET OOA A A 6 Qhe Onkdfor whtch shé&dhadsought election tde House of
Representatives-would come shortly with the national woman suffrage and

prohibition amendments.

83&OI I ' OET OOAAASO 1 x1 OUDPAA AT AOI AT O AAIT AA O-U %@k
page document that is incomplet or missing pages. Found in Kansas State Historical Society in the

Minnie Tamar Johnson & V.H. Grinstead Collection 18780t before 1923].

64 |bid.

65 Kansas House Journal. 21Biennial Session, Topeka January iMlarch 22, 1919 & Special Session,

June 1619, 1919: 17.

66 Stateof Kansas Session Laws, 1919. Passed at thé» 38gular Sessioig The Same Being the 21

Biennial Session of the legislature of the State of Kansas, June 17, 1919-148.

67 Kansas House Journal. 21Biennial Session, Topeka Jaany 14-March 22, 1919 & Special Session,

June 1619, 1919: 32, 37 & 492.
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/1T *AT OBAOU puvh pwpwh "'"TOAOITTO '11AT80 A
OET 1T AT A xI lafAdary@ OO ££O

30AOA T &£ +A1 OAOS (A Ai PEA

I OAT AT 00 AT A OEAO |1 AAAAOOEED AAI T AA &£ O b
action would be taken by the legislature asequested. The very samday Minnie
Grinstead introduced the House concurrent resolution No. 4 relating to
recommendations to the Congress of the United States concerning an amendment to
OEA EAAAOAT AT 1 OOEOOOEI T COAftO&Jagarnyy® A OECGE
1919, Governor Alen wrote a note to the House of Representatives approving the
House concurrent resolution No. 4. The bill was ready to be voted on when the time
came for a national amendment to take place.

A special legislative session was called for June-168, 1919, br the

OAOEAEAAOQETT 1T &£ TAOCEITAI xI 1 AT60 OOAEAEOACA
LT 1T AT80 DPOI Al ATl ACETT AADHAA *O1T A wh pwpwh x

PROCLAMATION.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
ToPEKA, KAN., June 9, 1919.
WHEREAS, The Congress has submitted to the states by constitutional
amendment the proposition of extending to women the right to vote
equally with men; and
WHEREAS, This question must be settled by the legislatures of the

states; and believing the privileges of voting for President and Congress
to be the highest privilege of the voter; and

WHEREAS, The Legislature will not meet in regular session until after
the next national election, and believing that the right of the women of
the whole country should be determined before such election, I, therefore,
declare that an emergency exists for convening the Legislature in special
session as provided by the constitution:

Now, Therefore, I, Henry J. Allen, Governor of the state of Kansas,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the constitution of the state,
do hereby convene the Legislature of the state of Kansas, to meet at the
Capitol of the state, in Topeka, at the hour of noon, on the 16th day of
June, 1919, to congider what is generally known as the Suffrage Amend-
ment to the constitution of the United States.

In Testimony Whereof, I hdve hereunto subscribed my name and
caused to be affixed the seal of the state of Kansas.

Done at Topeka, Kan., on the day and year first above written.

(Seal.) . HENRY J. ALLEN, Governor.
Attest: L. J. PETTIJOHN, Secretary of State.

68 |bid.,18 & 21.
69 1bid., 950.
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I NOi 0O0i DOAOAT 6h Opcp CAT OI AT ATonh ET AI OAE

the matter. Governor Allenthanked the members of the legislature for expediting
the bill as quickly as they did and for coming back from recess to vote on the matter.

He stated:

O4EA AAOOA T &£ xI T ATETTA EAA 11 EETAO 060

paid by the legislators now assembled icompliance with

their own wishes for a single purpose of ratifying an

amendment to the national constitution granting full suffrage

to the women of the United States. The very fact thtte

amendment adds nothing to the privileges of Kansas women,

who already share with Kansas men equal responsibility in

the exercise of the right of suffrage, only emphasizes the

weight which this state attaches to the movement for

political equality and freedom which is felt in the entire

x| OMA8 6
Grinstead introduced Howse Resolution No. 4 again, ratifying the proposed suffrage
amendment. Representative Frank Martin of HutchinsorKansasmoved that an
emergency be declared and the bill be read a second time, so the motion prevailed
and was read a second time. Martin fuier moved that the bill be read for a third
time and then called for a vote to be taken. Before the vote proceeded, Martin had
ITA 1AOO OAi AOEs (A OOAOAA OEAO EA OAEA
any other affected the good that was anticigted. | do not believe that it has
reformed politics any. A pan of hot biscuits or a roasted turkey will go a lot further
ET ET & OAT AET C 1T AT OEAT x11 AT OOEEOACASG
the passage of woman suffragé. Women who had bea present in the gallery that

day on such a momentous occasion applauded and praised every point made when

the bill had been read. Of course, there may have been a groan or two when hearing

70 |bid., 952.

1 NOT 6A T £ &OATE ,8 -AOOGET OAEAT EOI i OBANJAOOEAT A

Journalin Republic County, KansggJuly 3, 1919.
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Representative Martin give his one last opinion on the matter bere voting in favor
of woman suffrage rights’2 The bill passed unanimously with 120 Ayes and 0 nays
with only 5 members who were either not present or not voting, giving the bill a
constitutional majority and the resolution was adopted’® The event maddocal and
national headlines. TheEmporia Gazettegave Grinstead the headline, stating she
OEAA OEA OTENOA EITI O AO A xi1 1T AT 1T &£ E
- AOOGET OCAOA OEA 111U AEOAT OAAT O 11T O6A AT A
humorou0 EAGEEIT T 86

' OET OOAAAGO OAOI ET OEA pwpw 1T ACEOI AOEOD
controversy, particularly on one bill she introduced, an antsmoking bill, and there
was also controversy about a segregation bill, originally introduced in the Seregt
which she had voted on. On January 24, 1919Grinsteadintroduced House bill 208
Z an act to prohibit smoking in public dining places. On January 27, the bill managed
to get referred to the Public Welfare committee for further debate. On February 1,
Minnie Grinstead, the Chairman of the Public Welfare Committee, reported the bill
back to the House with the recommendation that it not be passed because the Public
Welfare Committee had intended to submit a bill covering the same concerns. The
Committeeintroduced House bill 324 with a change in the bill that prohibited
smoking in public places where women and children were served. The bill, again,
was sent to the Committee of the Whole and they recommended that the bill be

passed in the House as amende On February 13, 1919 the House voted on the bill

72 |bid.

73 Kansas House Journal. 21Biennial Session, Topeka January iMlarch 22, 1919 & Special Session,
June 1619, 1919: 953954. ) S

“O030&LEOACA 61 OBmppria GazéttdBmpadrid, Ka@saiune 16, 1919.
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with 64 Ayes, 37 nays and 25 who were either absent that day or not voting. The
bill passed in the House and was sent to the Senate where it sat and was never made
into state law’5 ' OET OO A A A ti©bill@v&ud Bdt domd to fruition until 2010
when the Kansas State legislature passed a statewide ban on smoking in all public
establishments. The 1919 bill, however, gave Grinstead national notoriety, as many
newspapers across the country, from Kansato Michigan and on to lllinois, followed
this story with the news of a bill that had been passed in the Kansas House by the
Oxi1 1T AT 1 ACEOI AOi 084

A highly controversial bill introduced on the Senate side of the Capital
building, and one devised by one&£e ' OET OOAAAS8 O AT 11 AACOAO EI
OACOACAOGETT ET OAATTA Al AOO AEOEAOS AEA O
numbers of the city, not the social status of its residents. Senate bill No. 567 was the
focus of many local and natinal newspaper headlines. The bill intended to amend
the General Statues of 1915, Section 9136, giving the local boards of education the
power to decide to segregate their schools or not. Introduced for the first time in
the Senate on February 26, 1919l passed, then sent on to the House to be
deliberated, the bill ended up in the Education Committee, which Grinstead served
on. The committee tied up the bill until March.

The same segregation bill, House bill no. 9, was created and introduced by
RepreA T OAOEOA 91 01 O6h TTA T &£ ' OET OOAAASO AT 11
up for passage. Roll call had been demanded and granted and then a vote was taken

on the bill. With the outcome of 28 Yeas, 63 nays and 34 either absent or not voting,

75 Kansas House JournaR1st Biennial Session, Topeka January iMlarch 22, 1919 & Special Session,
June 1619, 1919: 60, 65, 118, 120, 196, 209.
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the bill did not pass. Minnie Grinstead had been one of the representatives voting
yes on the issue of changing the General Statutes of 1915 to allow segregation of
black and white students in schools.

The issue came up again oMarch 15, 1919 with Senate bil no. 567 reported
from the Standing Committee on Education. Representative Evans reported that the
committee wanted to send the bill back to the House with the recommendation that
it not be passed.Grinstead, along with her colleague J.A. Myergsjade aconcurrent
OAil AOE AT 1 AAOT ET ¢ OEA AEI1T AT A OADPI OOAA OE
Ol xET I OEA OAEAOOAA 3 AdcdnSdereditielisdame billa8d v @ x X
is reporting a recommendation that the bill be passe® Grinsteadvoted yesto a
bill that would allow segregation in schools located in second class citieslyers and
Grinstead both came from rural counties in western Kansas where the people were
typically more conservative than those in the eastern part of the state. The
reasaning behind their vote for the bill is unknown, but one can speculate that
Grinstead may have believed her vote in favor of segregation was one to protect the
children of both races from any harm or she may have played to her constituency
and cast a votehat catered to the interests of the residents in her county.

Starting in January of 1919, th& opekaPlaindealerand the Kansas City Star
x Ol OA A OAOEAO 1T &£ AOOEAI AO AiTAAOT ET ¢ OEAO
Negro Pupil Row: Bill to Segred@@A . ACOiI A0 7EI 1T 30A00 &ECEO )
I AOAOh O+AT OAO +EI1 O 3ACOACAOQET GiméteadhT A T 1T A

and J.A. Myers to the Kaiser for voting to have the segregation bills passed. Though

76 1bid., 634.
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the segregation bill did not pass irthe House and was never signed by the governor
into law, character assassination oiGrinsteadensued. One editorial critic said she

was worthless as a legislator, and the rest read as follows:

O0- 008 -ETTEA *8 ' OET OOAAA T &£ , EAARAOAT h 3,
Myers filed a minority report which placed the bill on the

calendar, thereby causing so much trouble for a people who

are 100 per cent American in name, deed and act. We hope

the good people of Liberal will exercise good judgment and

see thatthiswoman ©AUO AO ET T A AT A AAOT O EAO EOGO
socks, gets his meals and keeps thelmvebs out the house.

(sic) It seems to be the opinion of both meand women in

and around the capitol that she would succeed more

admirably at that than trying to make laws. The aly thing

she did for Seward county was to place her son on the payroll

as a page in the Houséhereby keeping some returned

soldier out of a job and violating the law that forbids making

a public job a family affair. It is the first time that a woman

has ever had a seat in the Kansas legislature, and it is aypit

that they were represented by such a miserable failure.

However we believe the people who voted for Mrs. Grinstead

AEA EO IiTOA AOG A mAA OEAT & O OAAlT OAOOI

The TopekaPlaindealerdepicted Grinsteadas worthless, but she proved
otherwise. During her first session from January to June 1919, she introduced
thirteen bills. Of those thirteen bills, the Governor signed only one into law, House
bill 495 related to roads, and empoweringcounty commissioners to permit fences
AAOT 6O O1T AAOS " OET OOAAAGO AT 11 AACOAO COAx
and thought her in no way a failure. On March 15, 1919 the House of

Representatives honoredGrinsteadin the afternoon session for he duties she

70+ A1 OAO ,ZAREOOAOOOR 0 A O Crlatdeged PogehadKaihshs Naréhi2i, h 6
1919). It was verified in the 1919 Kansas House Journal on p. 25 on a report from the standing
committee that the Committee on Employees recommended approval for Wade Grinstead to be
employed as a page.
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performed as a representative in the House. Representative Mr. Endres introduced

House Resolution 31 honoringsrinstead It read as follows?8

House resolution No. 31, A resolution by way of testimonial to Hon.
Minnie J. Grinstead.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the state of Kansas,
That in the closing hours of its session, this House bears testimony to
the engaging personality and great ability of the first woman legislator
of Kansas, the Hon. Minnie J. Grinstead. She has admirably responded
to every demand made upon her time, patience and endurance. She has
been the fearless champion of every question which she believed involved
the progress of this state in intellectual and moral advancement, as well
as material prosperity and development. With unfailing good nature
and generosity she has accepted victory and defeat alike, and has com-
manded and holds the esteem, confidence and respect of every other
member of this body. In the chairmanship of the committee of the whole
she has demonstrated rare aptitude as a leader, and set an example for
the emulation of mere man. We are proud of her because she is a
splendid example of Kansas womanhood, motherhood and citizenship,
sublimed with a fervid patriotism and love of humanity.

Resolved, That we direct the speaker of the House to present to her,
in our name, the chair she has graced throughout this session, and we
trust that amongst the recollections that will be hers sitting at her own
hearthstone, “west of the sixth principal meridian,” will be kindly
remembrances of the 1919 House of Representatives.

Resolved further, That we, the brotherhood of this body, standing at
attention, salute our sister and coworker, as we direct the chief clerk to
specially engross this resolution and present the same to the Hon. Minnie
J. Grinstead with our compliments and best wishes.

Grinsteadmade an impression on the people of Liberal, the State of Kansas
and the nation. Sheepeatedly made local and national news with her activities in
the State House. Grinstead opened doors for the women in Kansas, proving that a
woman could handle being a legislator and maintain the ability to care for her
family. During her first two years in office Grinsteadhad the unique opportunity to
vote on the national amendment granting suffrage to all women and she introduced
bills important to her, such as the antismoking bill. National amendments for
woman suffrage along with prohibition had been her major platforms in running for

office. She had achieved her major goals during her first term in officMinnie

78 Kansas House Journal. 21Biennial Session, Topeka January iMlarch 22,1919 & Special Session,
June 1619, 1919: 645.
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Grinstead set the bar for the women of Kansas to work hard and participate in the
campaigning process. She made it easier for ti@men who came after her in the
House of Representatives to operate in the State House and serve Kansas politics in

the future.
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CHAPTERIII z Second & Third Term in Office

" OET O GécAndl edn (1920-1922)

After a successful first term of two yearsGrinsteadwent back to Liberal and
resumed her job as a Baptist minister, conducting Sunday services for absent
ministers in churches around the county and officiating at funerals in and around
Liberal.” She coninued making appearances with the W.C.T.U. and giving speeches
at various places around the State of Kansas. Becoming the first woman in the
House of Representatives had given Grinstead notoriety and people came out to
hear her speak. In early July of 2B, a local Liberal newspaper reported that
Grinsteadwas going to seek a second term in the Kansas House of Representatives.

Still running on the Republican ticket, she took out a major political ad on the front

page of the September 16, 1920, issue kiberal News(Liberal, Kansag. Her picture

was planted right in the middle of the page with an endorsement from Governor

1T 1T AT OEECEI U Al I T ATAET ¢ EAO CIT A xi1 OEd Al
should be proud of herso

Another ad, placed a few pageback, had the same picture as on the front
page and a letter expressingrinsteadd @vatitude to her friends. She first thanked

EAO AOEATAO &£ O OEAEO TI 1 ETAOEIT Al OEAI
Ol

A
ACEOI AOC

—

trail in Kansas, being the first woman electe® OEA + AT OAO

79 A few newspapers in Liberal, Kansas reported the many activities of Minnie Grinsteadan July 14,
1921, The Liberal DemocratLiberal, Kansasieported Grinsteadofficiating at a funeral for a local
resident.

80 The Liberal News, Second Sectidiberal, Kansas, (September 16, 1920).
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emphasized how their county was the first to send a woman into offic8. She
informed readers that three other women in Kansas were running in the 1920
election and described debating on the floor of the house for the intests of Seward
County. She stressed that she was 100 percent American and that she stood by
those Kansas heroes who had given their lives in the defense of liberty during the
World War. She believed in the home, in children, in God, clean living and mera
She stood firm on the rigid enforcement of the 18 Amendment and asked her
constituents to entrust her with the policies of their representative district and
pledged to give even better service (than she gave them the last term) if she got
electeds?
Grinstead was running against her opponent in the previous election, A. A.
Farmer, who campaigned a second time hoping to defeat the woman who had
managed to win the House seat two years earlier. Trying hard to make Grinstead
look bad, he took out a plitical ad in the Liberal News In a highlighted box with a
OCA OEOI Ah OEA AA OAAAARNRapyito AD Brikcle Byi OAOO 1
A8 o 511 EEA &AOI A0O6O AA E1T OE
name, notjustarefere AA OT OOEA 1 AAU O QGrihsteddfor8 6 4EA A
voting against a bill that provided for the free distribution of grasshopper poison.
(A OOAOAA OEAO EA EAA OOI OAA ACAET OO0 A AEI
but being an entirely difA OAT O AEI 1 xEEAE xAO Ol xI OEAAIT An

or why the issue was unworkable83 He urged people to come by his office to look

81 |bid.
82 The Liberal NewsLiberal, Kansas, (October 14, 1920).
83 The Liberal NewsLiberal, Kansas, (October 21, 1920).
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at the facts in theHouse Journaso they could see his record for themselves;
however, his ad fell on deaf ears. Mnie Grinstead beat A. A. Farmer for a second
time, winning by 357 votes84

Nineteentwenty marked the year women gained national suffrage and more
women across the nation were elected to state legislative bodies. Newspapers
across the country commentedn the growing political arena for women in
America. In 1916, Janette Rankin, a Republican from Duluth, Montana, had been the
first woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving a tyear term
from 1917-1919. Not campaigning for a secondtm in November of 1920, Rankin
was recognized with an appointment as field secretary of the National Consumers
Leaguess

Other newspapers across the country reported that the Middle West and the
West were leading the nation in electing women. News froassachusetts to
Oregon and Ohio to Texas reported that women were being elected to state
1 ACEOI AOOOAOS ' OET OOAAAGO TAIT A xAO 1 AT QEI
of the three women who followed her into the House of Representatives in the 1920
election: Minnie Minnich, Nellie Cline and Ida Walkegé

Newspapers all over Kansas and the nation spread the word that Minnie

Grinstead would not be a lone woman in the Kansas House of Representativébe

8 The Liberal NewsLiberal, Seward Canty, Kansas, (November 4, 1920).

86 The following newspapers reported on Minnie Grinstead as well as other women across the
country the same article from Associate Press in New YorKCorsica Daily SunCorsica, Texas,
(January 5, 1921);The Boston GloheBoston Massachusetts, (December 12, 1920)he Oregonian
Portland, Oregon, (December 28, 1920)fhe Riverside Independent EnterprisRiverside, California,
(December 6, 1920);The Van Wert Daily BulletinvVan Wert, Ohio, (January 7, 1921). Many other
newspapers were found with this same article as well.
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Kansas City Stareported immediately after the A1 AAOET T OEA T AxO OEAC

NOAOOAOOAGSG x1 Ol A AA OA A GGhidstedtlvas dekcAbedradd OAO

OEADPPU AEOADPDI ET O AT O &I O OEA T AT 1T &£ OEA (

A TACcCCAO86 4EA PADPAOO Mmbohedily Aufjgedtdd Ddthé T ET x

legislative chamber floors needed sweeping, the desks should be dusted, and the

dishes needed better washing, instead of all the bills and arguments she had put

forth in her last term as representative. The Kansa<ity Star article explained

AOOOEAO Ei x O' OET OOAAA x1 01 A AA AOEICEiICc O

O00PDPI OO0 ET EAO AAI AT A0 AAI OO &HAswas OOAEAAD

Al AAOiT U A OT EAA OAEAOAT AA O ' OET OOAAAGO A

woman who was concerned about the tidiness of the State House, and how she was

bringing more women with her to support her demands for housekeeping.

However, the article does go on to prais&rinsteadfor finding her place among the

men of the house anddoindh CT T A ET A T &£ AT 1T OET AET ¢ OEAI

OPpI1 OEA OOAOA T &£ AEEAEGD x1 OOEU 1T £ OEAEO
In January 1921, before the start of the legislative session, Grinstead was

unable to get to Topeka early to prepare for her duties as the representative of

3AxAOA #1 O1 Ous (AO AAOCGCE Odriostegdn@dr ET A5 O OA

home, under quaranine, along with the rest of her family. A Joplin, MO newspaper

later reported that Grinsteadwas finally permitted to return to the State House on

Sunday, January 9 after the proper fumigation of her home. Grinstead did make it to

70! TEAET A 10A00A00A EIT ThaKhnsasLiyStakansas KigyMisboAid OOA 8 6
(November 17, 1920Q. All the quotes in this paragraph come from the same newspaper article.
88 |bid.
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roll call on the 11t of January, the first day of business. It was not @rinsteadd O
character to miss the first day of work8°

' OET OOAAAGO OAATT A OAOI ET OEA (1 OO0A
without some controversy. Making the headlines in newspapers across the cdgn
seemed to come readily whatever she did, even if it was just something she said. It
was no secret thatGrinsteadbelieved in equality between the sexes and wanted to
show those beliefs in her legislation. For 1921, she was greatly ahead of her time
and even more progressive than the progressives in Kansas. On February 11, 1921,
Senator Charles H. Ridgeway, a Republican from Kansas City, introduced a bill that
would levy a tax on single men: a $10 tax annually for each bachelor that would go

toward the increase of pay for maiden schoolteachers. Grinstead made a statement

OEAO EZ I AT EAA O DPAU &£ O OEA OAI AOGOET ¢O

ACA T £ cp xE® The BiSmhrckOrEbur@Bidrséuek N.D.) andThe Bay

City TimegBay City, Mich.), among a few other newspapers, featured the news as a

EOCA AOAT Os8 ' OET OOAAA AT A Ox1 1T &£ EAO xII

s N oA s o~

AART T x AT AOOCEAI A OEOI AAh O7i1 1 AT |, AGCEOI AOI

cartoon above the title. (seéAppendix Il). Nellie Cline, the Democratic

A £ A 2 oas

2ADOAOGAT OAGEOA ET OEA (1 O00A xET xAO OEA

89 This paragraph is taken from two articles reporting her whereabouts and whyThe Lawrence
Journal World Lawrence, Kansas,January 11, 192} & The Liberal Democratl_iberal, Kansas,
(January 13, 192). While there is a discrepancy in the dates, the Kses House Journal of 1921
showed her present at roll call on the 1% of January with all the other legislators.

0071 1 AT , ACEOI AOT OO Thé BidmArckAb@neBisindkck,-NArth Babdtad
(February 16, 192]). This article was also reported n the Miami District Daily News Miami,
Oklahoma, theOlean Evening Time®lean, New York, and in th8alt Lake TelegramSalt Lake City,
Utah.
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not have a word to say on the matte?? Grinstead never introduced a tax bill for
OAAAEAI T O CEOI 006 AlsidglemenkevédrBdcdme BW. lael AOAAA £
newspapers across the country reported a bigger story than what had actually taken
place.
On January 12, 1921 the Governor of Kansas gave his annual address to the

(T O0A T £ 2ADPOAOGAT OA OE GcAmipensatieh hd ikldded the$eC x 1T OE
words:92

Having in mind that social unrest responds quickly to social jastice,
I strongly urge that the legislature give careful attention to this meas-
ure, in order that Kansas may treat this subject with modern efficiency
and equity.

The three important factors in the workmen’s compensation act take
into consideration the scope of the bill, the compensation benefits, and
a system of administration which shall be prompt and impartial.
Grinsteadi OO0 EAOA OAEAT O1 EAAOO OEA x1 OA OANC
However, in doing so she introduced a bill so progressive that it gained criticism in
the national news and brought her many letterof resentment in a matter of days.
On January 17, 1921GrinsteadE 1T O OT AOAAA O ( JaDddthividgol T . 18 v u
married women the right to their services during coverture, empowering them to
recover for a loss or impairment of their ability to performOOAE OAROOEAAO86

Coverture laws, dating backcenturies in English common law had been

Ei b1 OOAA O1 OEA po ATTTTEAOG AT A OOEI 1T cCi OA

rights. In 1921, the laws of marriage had not changed much since the inception of

91 This paragraph comes from three articlesOskaloosa Daily HeraldOskaloosa, lowa January 27,
1921); Sandusky Star JournaBandusky, OhigJanuary 27, 192}; andThe Bay City TimeBay City,
Michigan, (February 14, 1921). Many of the articles from other newspapers around the country
reported the same article on this event coming from Topeka, Kansas.

92 Kansas House Journal.22d Biennial Session, Topeka January 1March 21, Inclusive, 1921: 16.
93 |bid., 747.
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statehood. In 1859at the Wyandotte nvention in Kansasabolitionist men
decidedto grant women rights over real and personal property, their earnings,
divorce under certain drcumstances, and child custody, thereby overturning several
provisions of coverture law.%4 Womend OOAOOEAAOGS6 EO A 1 ACAl OAO
that the woman does within the homesuch ascleaning, cooking, and caring for the
family 8 )y O AAT A1 01 ApPIi U OF Aii AOOE& AET OAO
business. While wonen had been entitled to sue for pain and sufferindue to injury
caused ata place of paid employment or some other place outside the homthey
could not sue for the loss of theiown domesticservices.
Grinsteadlater reflected on the misunderstood Coveure Bill and explained
that it had been drafted to givewomen who were stayat-home mothers the right to
their own in-home labor andthe right to sue in cases of accident or injury from a
negligent third party. Accading to a 1925 article in the Harvard Law Review
AT TAAOTET ¢ EOCOOAAT AB8O OECEOO OexplaitediBad O OAOO
should a woman be injured by a wrogful third party, the husband mightsue for
damagesbecause he hadbst his x E ASkic@s,such as doing house work, carig
for the children, cooking, and tending to the needs of her husbanie. Under the
pwgp ATTITT T Ax ET +A1 OAOh OEA xEEA Al Ol A
she could only sue a negligent third party for her pain and suffering.o be able to
sue br damages forQoss of services)two law suits needed to be filed and any

damage money won could be given to the wife, but ultimately the money belonged

9481 AT OEAh (8 wWAxAOA AT A EOOR®EAT B ' IE@ODODART @s A T ,0RAI0A
University of Nebraska Press, 2010: 31.

%57 AOOATh *1 OAPE8 ¢ ( OOAAT Havard ak RelriéB88(b. 4 FELAAY O 3 AOOEAA
1925).
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to the husband® ' OET OOAAAS O ET1 OtAdbidwds io elininatebiel BT OET C
needfor a secondawsuit, thus eliminating the husband entirely fom the process.
This step would limit litigation expenses while placing the married woman on the
same legal level as her husbard.

Grinstead briefly describedhow the wife in the existing circumstancesvas
like an employee of the husband and that two suits were necessary to recover
damages, the wifé &hd her husban®8d ) O xAO ' OET OOAAAS8 O ET OA
suffice to save expenses and to let women keep their own damages collected along
with the pain and suffering damage88 The newspapers in Kansas and throughout
OEA TAOEIT OITE 'OETI OOAAAGO Agbl AT AGETT 160
her bill by alleging thata woman was an employee of her husband and could sue
him for damages should ke receive injuriesat homewhile doing her household
duties.99

In April of 1921, Mary Ogden White wrote an article in thé.ife and Labor
Monthly MagazinefA A1 1 AA O(AO 2ECEO Oi AA )T EOOAARG
Grinstead was trying to get pushedtrough the House. The article began with the
OOAOCAT AT Oh O) £ UT O 1T EOGA ET OEA OOGAOGA 1T & +A
CiTA OECEO AOih £ O EO EO OAAIT U Ui 60O EOOA

xEEAE AZOOOEA

o

alone can recover damages forit, aioAT AAT 11 Oh

%O U %oPDAOEAT AA ET OEA +AT OAO , AGCEOI AOOOAG EO EO A
pages. It can be found in Kansas State Historical Sagim the Minnie Tamar Johnson & V.H.

Grinstead Collection 1878[not before 1923].

703 0A000 1T £ - AOOEAA 711 Al Dallab Mornig Ne@dDdlasTexasd A O , ACE Ol
(January 29, 192).

98 |bid.

WO7EOAO #1101 PAT OAOET 1 , Ak e LikelalDentodral d&dl, Wansad OOE ACA
(January 27, 192).
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POAI EA 11 ' ©@pWhie@dnbdd his écénhrio &ith that of a farmer
and his horse. If an automobile smashed the leg of a horse that farmer could sue for
damages because of the loss of his farming ad delivery of goods. In 1921, the
status for women was scarcely different from the matter of horses and the bill
Grinstead introduced would remedy the plight of the woman being held as
chatte| 101
In the House of Representatives, Grinstead introducedétoriginal House bill
no. 55 in January and the bill got so distorted and amended that she withdrew it on
January 18, 1921, with unanimous consent. On February 19, 1921, she introduced
House bill no. 678, which was the same bill as the first one she hatroduced only
this time it contained a better explanation and goal. Again the coverture bill made
national news and again it brought much criticism tdGrinstead Thelola (Kansas)
Daily Registempointed out a few facts: First, the coverture bill was siply a bill for
the purpose of removing inequalities between men and women in the courts.
Further, the original bill had been drafted by Judge Thornton W. Sargent of
Sedgwick county district court and Judge Sargent wanted to place married women
onthesamdA 1 ACAIT bBI AT A AO I AOOEAA 1| AT 8 3AOCAT ¢
in the legislature by Grinsteadl%2 In March of 1922, Grinstead was still facing
I AOOAAT AO ET CAOOET ¢ OEA AEI 1 DAOOAAS 3EA

so misunderstoal. | have had letters from women criticizing me about the bill

100 \White, Mary Ogden(er Right To R 1T E O OL&e\shLabor: A Monthly Magaziné/ol. 11, no. 4
April 1921: 108-109.

101 bid.

2O&ED ' 1  %NrBeAdla Dail) ReGiseddadadKansas,Nlarch 25, 1929).
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AAAAOOA OEAU AE A A WwodanGronAMass@cOusdttsiwrdie@os 6
Grinstead saying she would never consider suing her husband if she was injured
doing her housework. Grinstead calle®@ EAOA OOEAEAOI 1 6O ET OAOPO,
AAAAOOA EAO AEI1T 111U O1 O6CEO OF CEOA A 1 AO
I xT TAI A ET A1l OEA A1 AI AT OO0 1T £ AAI AcAd Al
with her husband104 ' OET OO A A A doG@dvdnEet for a mAjdity & the public
to fully understand because the many misinterpretations of it clouded the vision of
what the bill truly provided for the women of Kansas.The Dearborn Independenh
$AAOAT OT h -EAEECAT 1 TiOwadtdo/advanted &&nXddA A OEAOD
AAOAT AAAWS+ AT OAO8

While Grinsteadhad to explaina few of the initiatives she introducednto
legislation, she did not let theinterruptions distract her course for the betterment of
women. Education was very important toGrinstead and the higher education of
women in particular was a priority. A bill that Grinstead sponsored was House bill

438, which read106

No. 438. An act to provide for the construetion, maintenance, and opera-

tion of dormitory buildings for the use of women students at the University of

te Agricul College at Manhattan, the

Kansas State Normal School at Emporia, the State Manual Training Normal

School at Pittsburg, and the Fort Hays Kansas Normal School at Hays, and for
the issuanee of bonds to provide money lor such purpoees. By Mrs. Grinstead.

103 |pid.

104 1bid. A discrepancy was found between the newspapers and the Kansas House Jourt221

House Bill no. 678 was reported that it never made it to the Senate. This bill made it to the Judiciary
Committee in the House and was orted by the committee chairman will a recommendation tha

the hill not be passed, 892.

105 McDowell, Lillian.O+ AT OA 08 &i OO0 |, A-CAA théBediidrn Independefit i A
Dearborn, Mich, March 26, 1921(p.75)

106 Kansas House Journal. 22Biennial Session, Topeka January arch 21, Inclusive 1921:789.
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71T 1T AT60 Al OAO Ail 1T O0AO OEA OOAOA 1T &£ +Al1 OAO
AT AT OOAA ' ORIEBOARAAGOG OAENIOAT O xAO O1 OAOAAQ
Eil OOA AO 1 AAOGO ¢n PAO AAT O T &£ OEA CEOI O AO
i AAA TTAAT AT A TAOQGETTAI 1 Ax08 TieEmpbdaO OEA
GazetteA @D 1 AET1 Aviohs thatkednditrs cduld be made to protect the

interests of the girl students and free them from the intolerable burdens of the

conditions now existing. There seems to be no sound reason why the proposed

solution of this vital problem should not meetthe general approval of the people of

+ AT O @8ristead also believed that the bill would solve the problem that

concerned all parents sending their daughters to collegeCollege women in Kansas

had been required to live in offcampus boarding housessome of whichdid not

have curfews,or served poor food, or were in some other waguite unsavory. The

AT O 6 x1T O1I' A PpOi OEAA pOi OAAOAA 1 EOETI ¢ OPAAA
women during their first one or two years of college. She felt that thesormitories

would bring about a result that was for the good of the college and the young

women who would be attending therel In February, the State of Affairs

Committee reviewed the bill, and with the recommendation that the bill be passed,

sent it to the Judiciary Committee, who also recommended the bill be passed.

However, on March 7, 1921, Grinstead moved that the bill be stricken from the

calendar and the motion prevailedt®® She never stated a reason why she removed it

from the calendar nor did the rewspapers report a reason for its removal.

107O$ 1 O EOT OE EporiiWéekly Gagettdnipdria, Kansas, January 27, 192).

108 |pid.

109 Kansas House Journal. 22Biennial Session, Topeka January 1March 21, Inclusive, 1921175,
296, 492.
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' OET OOAAAGO Al Oil EOIT OU AEIT AEA 110 AEA AT I
the 1923 legislative session. It was possible she felt the bill would be killed in the
Senate and removed it to be able to peent later. Maybe she felt the timing was not
right. There were no reports as to why she removed it from the calendar

' OET OOAAAGO OAATT A OAOI DOl OEAAA 1T AxOI A
often showed how comfortable she had become as a lawmaker. wa and
Nebraska newspaper ran a story about an oratorical marathon that Representative
Judge F.L. Martin of Hutchinson was giving on the House floor. Agitatedly, Grinstead
ET OAOOOPOAA EAO Aiil1 AACOA OEGCEO ET OEA I EA
xI 01 AT60 OAIT E O1 1 OAEh ) AAITheOm@ha®bridA ET O
Herald added lightly that Mrs. Grinstead had said a mouthful, as there have been
I OEAOO xEI EAOA O&OI AA AT A EEACAOAA xEAT A
ontheirwayOl T Al EOQOET T 86 ) O Heral@renfatked]voickd il T | BT AET
distinctly feminine fashion and, the writer added, perhaps other legislative bodies in
both the state and the nation could have benefited from a few more women
members with broody hensat home111

In March of 1921, while Grinstead was serving her second term in the House,
Governor Henry Allen put together the State School Code Commission and Grinstead
was appointed. It was a post she took very seriously. Having a background in

education and serving as the chairman of the Education Committee since her first

term, she was a natural choice to be asked to serve. The job for the commission was

Q1 | 1 AT ERIT OB A GobadaiARedisteplola, lowa, (February 15, 1921)

mQg/ OAOT OU AT A omaRD/NbHd Herald Ofnbh@,iNébraskdFebruary 16, 1927). Some of
this was changed to be grammatically correct within the writing that which concerns the two
sentences within this quotation.
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01 OiI AEA A OOOAU 1T &£ +AT OAO OAEITIT 1 Ax0O AT A
nextlegislattOAB A EA AT i 1 EOOETT xAO AOAAOGAA O 000/
schools and make recommendations for a complete revision of school laws for the
1923 legislature113
Aside from the honor of being chosen to serve on the School Code
Commission,Grinsteaddid not seem to have much luck getting many of the 13 bills
she introduced in the House into laws. In fagbnly one bill that she introduced
managed to make it into law. House bill no. 492 was an act relating to the
establishing, organizing, and maintainindree public county libraries for all counties
in Kansas!4 Some of the other bills Grinstead introduced dealt with receiving
homes for pregnant women, midwifery, local boards of health and pattme schools.
Taken together, these initiatives demonstrated OET OOAAAG O AT 1T AAOT A&l
rights and equal opportunities, and her progressive interest in child and family
welfare. All of these bills made it into committees, but never got passed into lal#?
As a representative Grinsteak AO A AOAOA EZECEOAO &I O xI 1 AT
failed to get her male colleagues attention, even if her ideas were too progressive for
most of them.
Closer to the end of the 1921 legislative session, Kansas was once again in
national newspapers, this ime praising the work that the women in the House had

done. Clyde M. Reed of Topek&ansaswrote a letter to the editor of theNew York

128+ AT OAO |, Axi AEAOO Joplik Globpaapdn Migsour (Bdrok £76 1927,
WOI3AET 11 #1 AA | AxLatwrEncedutné WorlBLawrénte AkardsagApril 9, 1921).
114 Kansas House Journal. 22Biennial Session, Topeka January 1March 21, Inclusive, 1921215,
511, 795.

115 |pid.
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Tribuneand in it he praised the women in the Kansas State House. Responding to a

Tribune article, he criticized theeditor for the lack of information regarding the

impact of woman suffrage on legislation over the last 20 months, and pointed out

that the story lacked a great deal of information about women in the middle west

and Kansas in particular. Reed described thveomen in the Kansas House, pointing

out how Grinstead was serving her second term and was reelected by a larger

majority of votes her second time around than in her first election. He praised the

women legislators by saying their service has been extreresatisfactory to

themselves and to the general public. He pointed out that the editor of tieY

Tribune had written that no woman had ever been reelected and wanted to correct

that statement because Grinstead had been reelected. He went on to scolel th

editor for not doing proper research and printing erroneous facts. Reed finished his

I AOOGAO AU OAUET C O+AT OAO x11 AT EAOA AAAT A

IT OEA EIT AS 31T h Pl AAOGA - 08 %AEOI Oh AT 160

thAEO £O0iI 1 OECEOO AT A OAODPI 1T OEAEI EBGEAO AO A
Once the legislative session was over, théansas City Stareported on June

16, 1921, that more women were scheduled to take Kansas law examinations than

ever before. Mimie Grinstead was one of those women who signed up to take the

examination. If one passed the exam successfully, entrance into the Kansas State

Bar would be possible. In 1921, law school courses were not required but study

within a law office was a requiement to be registered for the exam. Grinstead did

170 OAEA 1 Ax OAEIT1T AT OOOA AOO OOOAEAA EI

52



Kansast!” Grinstead must have passed the bar exam, as later on in her career she
became a probate judge in Seward CountyaKsas. While no records of her bar

exam test or scores were found, she could not have become a judge without a
passing score. In 1921, one had to pass the Kansas law examination to be able to act

as a probate judgéis

' OET OOAAASO 4EBBMR 4A0I juvvoeo

Minnie Grinstead may have wanted to keep her options open for the future
by taking the law examinations, but on June 22, 1922 she took out an advertisement
ET EAO ET T AOT xT TAxOPAPAO OI AT11T O1 AA EAO
State Legislature fom Seward County, subject to the wishes of her voters in the
2ADOAIT EAAT b OE itAHeEWAOwittEwords afvgy® shénedelegance
and professionalism when requesting anything from her constituency. The majority
of her political ads were very shot and to the point. There were no long and drawn
out explanations for anything. Grinstead and two of the female State House
colleagues who had been in office the previous session were nhominated again.
Grinstead fought a tough contest, running against MO.T. Wood, a Democrat from
Liberal, Kansas While Wood carried five precincts and Grinstead only four,
Grinsteadwas elected by 65 more vote$20 She carried more votes in her own

precinct than Wood did in his.

1w, Ax )1 OAOA OO OKansad Odyis@kansak dity, 8igsouri, (June 16, 1921).

118 Thompson, Gabrielle. Interview from email and phone call, September 2013Manhattan, Kansas
119 The Liberal DemocratlLiberal, Kansas(June 22, 1922.

120 |bid., (November 9, 1923.
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In January, 1923, at the start of theession, Grinstead introduced a dormitory
bill similar to the one she had withdrawn from the calendar in March of 1921.

(1T xAOAOh OEEO AEIT xAO O OPOI OEAA & O OEA
of a dormitory building for the use of the women stdents only at the Kansas State

I COEAOI OOOAIT #1 121 TAehM gohad far ad theBMays @ridl IM8ads

committee. That committee gave its standing report on February 1, 1923, stating

that they had the same bill under consideration and the chairmareported to the

House with the recommendation that the bill not be passet#?

Grinstead must have been disappointed that her dormitory bill was not
passed through to lawt23 Newspapers reported that she did not have much luck
getting many of the bills shesponsored passed into law.The Lawrence Journal
World reported that, of the seven bills Grinstead had personalipntroduced, six were
defeatedor so badly crippled they would not have functioned and her dormitory bill
was slaughtered outright!24 The article suggested thatGrinsteadhad been loaded
down with work for the School Code Commission, which proved to be an annoyance

to its promoters, requiring nineteen bills put into action in the Housé?2>

121 Kansas House Journal. 28Biennial Session, Topeka JanuaryMarch 22, Inclusive 1923: 57, 807.

122 |pid., 129.

123 There is a huge discrepancy found in the research concerning her DormitorylBiShe stated in

her two-paged memoir that she got her Dormitory Bill passed as well as her Coverture Bill, but this
could not be proven. All of the research done in the House Journals and newspapers could not prove
that statement written in the two paged typed document found in the Grinstead collection at the

Kansas State Historical Society in Topekansas4 EAOA EO 11 AAOA 11 OEA AT AOI
signature appears underneath the title. There is no way of knowing when the memoir was typedibr
Grinsteadhad typed it herself. Checking with the State Librarian at the Capital Building in Topeka,
Kansasdid not produce any evidence that the Ways & Means Committee had their bill put into law
either.

12407EAO0 OEA +A1 OAO 71 1 Alpi, EAGEEMEuEdoureaOWofidh &vlence, A AT |
Kansas(March 10, 1923.

125 |pid.
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' OET OOAAA EAA AAAT A AEAI DBEidhénthemenAAAOAO
in the State House would nat She probably felt she had taddress them As a
mother who had lost two children of her own,one in infancy and one that was
stillborn, she made a pointof introducing bills that were for the health and welfare
of women 126 Her dormitory bill and her antismoking bill during her first term were
initiatives that directly related to the welfare of women and children, as was her act
to provide for the establishment of receiving homes for pregnant women and
abandoned,neglected or deserted infants. She also promoted an act regulating the
practice of midwifery, an act creating parttime schools, and an act relating to the
promotion of the health and physical development of school childref’ In the eyes
of some of themale legislators, Grinstead may have gone too far with some of the
bills she introduced because not very many of her bills were made into law.
However, she did put forth a valiant efforto addressissues that concerned women
and children, her main focalpoint while she was in office.

By the time Grinstead entered her third term, she had settled in as a
legislator and the efforts she put forth created less and less news. Still, some of her
actions made headline news. Shmade the front page of a Hutcmson,Kansas

newspaper when she charged that the legislature was just playing around.

s x oA s o~

Grinsteadx AO NOI OAA ET OEA AOOEAI A AO OAUEIT ¢ch C

126 OET OOAAA8 O AEEOOO AiI O AEEI Ah 6EOGEI (T TEAO ' OET O«
in The William Grinstead Family in America by Shumaker and Grinstead (April 1974): 172. This is

OEA Z£AT EI U OOAA CEOAT Of grahdkonArom Retit. T EvideAce of DEAh&OAAAS O ¢
AEETI A xAO OAAT OAAA ET EAO ET OOT Al 8 *O0O0O0 1T1TA AT OOUN
xAO AAAA8o &i OT A ET OEA 4A1 AO * Hriolbéidrd 193] attt2( 8 ' OET OC
Kansas State Higirical Society, Topeka, Kansas.

127 Kansas House Journal. 22Biennial Session, Topeka January 1March 21, Inclusive, 1921: 779.
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close of the session in 1923Grinsteadtold the Hutchinson Newshat she planned to
run for a Senate seat in the next legislative term against Senator E.B. Frizell, and
while the rumor swirled in the news, Grinstead carried on her duties as a
Representatie in the House for one more yea#29

The year 1924 was the last year Grinstead acted as a Representative in the
House and it was a year of notoriety, accomplishment, and heartbreak for her. On
February 22, 1924 Grinsteadd lusband, Judge V.H. Grinsteaook ill while at work
in his office, coming down with what appeared to be an acute attack of indigestion.
He was sent to the hospital after a few hours when his condition did not improve. At
the hospital, V.H. Grinstead had a stroke and passed aw@&yinstead received letters
of condolences from all over the state of Kansas and one even from Governor Allen
himself.

Starting in March, news articles began reporting on the delegates who were
chosen to attend the State of Kansas Republican conventionn Kdarch 14, 1924,
Grinstead was asked to be one of the seven delegates at large. In May she took the
offer made to her by the Republican National Committee tecond a motion
nominating PresidentCoolidge at the conventiori30 The news of her selection to
second the nomination at the national convention spread throughout newspapers in

OEA xAOOAOI OOAOAOS #Al EZAl Ol EAh - 11 OAT An

1923).

290- ET T EA ' OHAIEC GARA A THIHRAMS G INéwsutchinson, Kansas, July 7, 1923.
1O5- 008 ' OET OOAAA 41 - lawrdnce Jbuna Wérld Bviredce Iankak fayh 6
31, 1924).
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nomination speech. She made a big hit at the convention itself and she made

headlines againThe Lawrence Daily Journdlad this to say about hef3!

*— ————#
'nms. Gnmsrm MAKES
1 .  ABIGHIT

‘| Convention Hall, Ele'relind,
| June 12—When- Mrs. H... J.
| Grinstead of Kanzas - was rec-
ognized -to ‘deliyer. - a speech
scconding the presldant § noms-
ination. .

The cnmntl‘-nn had no dlff i-
-::ulf.:r in hearing her, With a
:']oiu ‘which fnrhﬂﬂume mll‘d
. ant:rput.tu‘l ame any oth-
er ker heard in the con- |
vent.lun,. she started the com- ]
: Wntmn. Her- *“Mister’ - chair-
man,” was sn old fashioned one |
‘and the convention ¢came back
“with a roar of laughter and ap- )
| plause, - N

Mrs. Grinstead pot through' |
1 im about two minutes, and t

grateful” delegates showered

her with applause and cheers |
- and & volunteer committee es-
| dorted her back to her - seat
‘| among the Kansas delegates,

p S

The Riverside, CaliforniaDaily Pressran an article about the contributions

that woman made for Coolidge and Grinstead dominated the article. Describing her

AO OEA OAT OEOEdaBED OEA OOAM AOGAMOOPA DI OI B Al
AUAA xT 1T A1l xEOE A T AT80 OTEAAhR A 1T AT 860 AAI
i ACT AGEORBAOEAETI ¢ OEA AAOAEI Oh ET AI OAET C '

focused on howGrinsteadOA OA x A AT E OA O Edvén fréfithe mdstrabid A © O A

30- 008 ' OET OOA A Aawehde doOmal WotldEa@rer(cd KeinsagJune 12, 192%.
RAEAEO T AATET C 1T £ OAT Oméfhdvenieét aiméek hrid Mild @@namdd CA AA U«
turned people off with suffrage talk as they go into describing Grinstead positivelwith magnetism.

1BO71 1 AT $1 0 A OCRivarsideDaity iPrieds EverGidegGalifornia(June 13, 1923.
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anti-O O £/£0 B¢ Brindeadoot forth a resounding speech in less than two
i ET OOAOGh AT A AT ARAA xEOE O) OAATT A OEA T11E
EAAOO 1T £ ®BEA T AOEIT 86

A Boston Heraldhews article covering the Repblican convention reported
IT OEA OAOET OO OAAT T AET ¢ OPAAAEAO CEOATh O
OEAO 1T £ -008 -EITEA *8 ' OEI OOAAA T £ , EAAOA
resounding peal of her fire and whistle voice and earnetheir everlasting gratitude
AU OATEETC Ml 01 1TA T ETOOA 1T11U86

A Richmond, VA news article stacked up four separate headlines about
" OET OOAAAGd O#/ . 6%. 4) [ . z\&ROmarbV@ith 4 Gift of V®ise 3 0 %! + %
AO &AIT ET ET A $3AIh AdetailediepdricdvériOgatie activities of the
Republican Convention, th&Richmond Times Dispatch AOAOOAAR OEO xAO A
who broke through the whispering conspiracy and vindicated the potetialities of
OEA EOI AT OEGPAOI AANAI AEAVORO PADPAO OT 1T A ET .
wasthe3"CEOET ¢ A OAATT A & O OEA #11T1EACA 1T11E
xAO OAEOAA8xEEAE OI ACAA AiiT¢ OEA OAEOAOO
d UA T OAO OAATT AET ¢ OBPR Singdhadhadndt BldarekherOE A  OC
OEOT AO 061 CAOEAO AOOATOEITT 1T & OEA AOI xAh 1

Grinstead came to the podium she turned to Frank Mondell, the convention leader,

134 | hid.

135 | hid.

BO#1 11 EACA ' AOO pTheRoston AergidBastan, Mabs@cAuddit€lune 13, 1924).

w7 O 01T h (AUxT T A8 O#1 1 OAT ®Rieimbnd Zifids Bispat¢tRichnior@ Avirg3 PAAE A Oh «

(June 13, 1924). 5
130- 008 ' OET OOAAA ' E OAThe LibdrAl &nisLiberadl IKansad, (1ubek1b, @®24).1 h 6
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andsaidAT T 1T ET Cl U ET O OEA [T EAOI PEITAR O- 08 #E;
started cheering. Grinsteaddid not wait for the crowd to cease their commotion and
AT OA OECEO ET O EAO ObPAAAEGrrske@ifvashothdreE AO Al
to give a great maningful message; she was there only to give a second nomination
for Calvin Coolidge. She identified Coolidge as a man of good character and asserted
that character was a requirement for a president. She completed her message in
under two minutes and on@ she had spoken, the delegates again raised their
enthusiasm. Grinsteadx AO OA OPAAEAO xEI 110 11710 EAA
DOOA CAT E O® Grinkteat 0ok @dly i I3=én the clearest and loudest
voice of any speaker that day, but she alDAEA OAGAAOI U xEAO OEA i
APDPOT POEA®A x1 OAO8H

The unfortunate speaker after Grinstead, Dr. M.L. Burton, the president of
Michigan University, gave his nominating speech. Talking well over an hour, he
finally realized he had talked too longso he cut his threepart speech short.
&I 11T xETC ' OET OOAAA AEA EEI 11 #&£EAOI 008 ( A
section143 However, Grinstead grabbed the attention of all who had been there and
had national news outlets singing her praises.

After the convention, Grinsteadwas appointed by William M. Butler, the

chairman of the National Republican Committee, to serve as one of the advisers

140 |pid.

1m0#1 1 OAT OET 1T &ET ARichmond Timés’DisgaRidhidod) Nidinia(June 13,
1924).

142 C:]'ells of Mrs.Grinsteadh Bhe Liberal NewsLiberal Kansas, (June 19, 1924).

w1 1T OAT OET 1 &ET A ®ichmond Tibes DispaxdRicErdoddh \rginia, (June 13,
1924).
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assisting in the upcoming presidential campaig## It is unknown how long she
served on this advisory comnittee. In September of 1924, a Wellsboro,
Pennsylvania newspaper reported that Grinstead had received an endorsement for
the position of federal civil service commissioner from the Kansas delegation of
senators and congressmen. Before the next electidgwever, Grinsteaddecided

not to run again as a representative or to serve on the federal service commission.
Instead she chose to run a campaign for a post as a probate judge in her
hometown.145 Winning that election, she finished her political career aa judge

working with property and will information.

uiQ" 001 AO . /skaki©DatlyNifndsSeattle, Washington(August 26, 1929.
A O & Orlihd WeltsBoro@\ditéxdy Wellsboro, Pennsylvania(September 9, 1925.
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CHAPTERIV z Grinstead among other women legislators

Three women joined Minnie Grinstead in the House in 1920: Nellie Cline,
Minnie Minnich and Ida Walker. These womerxperienced an advantage that
Grinstead never had during her first term in the Kansas State House in that they had
female companionship. None of these women knew what it was like to be the only
woman legislating in the House of Representatives among afie men. Grinstead
had broken through a wall and not only adapted herself to the environment, but she
reformed the minds of the men in the House through her actions and the way she
conducted herself. She showed what women could bring to the political tabl&/hile
Minnich, Cline and Walker came into the House with some expectations already in
place, due to Grinstead, the men knew what to expect, as well. Grinstead never had
this amenity.

Nellie Cline, a Democrat from Pawnee County, was unique in her owght.

As a collegeeducated lawyer who worked for her father at his law firm, she became
the first woman in Kansas to practice law before the Kansas State Supreme Court.
Cline was also the first woman to appear on the Kansas Bar Association program.
She wa the first and only woman Democratic member of the House of
Representatives during the 19201922 legislative session, and the first unmarried
woman to have a seat in the legislative body in Kans&$. On the first day of
legislation, January 11, 1921, Clereceived a nomination by Mr. Shannon of

Ellsworth County to serve as speakepro tem. She received 12 votes and Mr. Beard

14sMcDowell, Lillian.O+ AT OA 08 &1 OO0 |, A-CAA hdBeditdr InGependeft i A
Dearborn, Michigan (March 26, 1927).
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of Sedgwick County received 112 votes and the positidA’” The nomination appears
to be a courtesy extended to her, as no newspapeegported it, however, the Kansas
#EOU 4Ei AOh OADI OOAA OEAO O#EAOI AO -ATT 1 &
candidates for speakeipro tem, Cline was left out completely4é A Boston
T AxOPAPAO OADPI OOAA ET OAOAOO ET -iga®O0 #1 ET AG
1 AT AOI EAA AT A xI 1T AAOAA EI x OEA xi OI A AA OO
members have always been seated on the north side of the Hall of Representatives.
Now bets are up on whether Miss Cline takes her place with her colleagues or is
gvel A OAAO 11 OEA OO0TTU OE®BAR EOOO AAAAOOA
Cline, introducing only three bills during her first session in the House of
Representatives, was the most conservative of the three new female legislators. Her
bills focused on relief to a natimal guardsman of Kansas, one to dissolve the Pawnee
Rock board of trustees and turn the state park over to the historical society in her
county and one dealing with surgeons and physicians. None of the bills she
introduced made it into law 150
Minnie Minnich, a Republican from Sumner County, was the only woman
representative who had not been born in Kansas. She came to Kansas after marrying
an engineer from Wellington. Her college degree and background had been in
livestock. Her history workingonherfEA06 O . Ax - A@EAT OAT AE A
associate was well known, and gave this firdime Republican politician huge

support from ranchers in her county. She passed, without opposition, the

147 Kansas House Journal. 22Biennial Session, Topeka January iMarch 21, Inclusive 1921: 4.
148 O3 AA " OO0U + ATh©KatsasThyTineslansés Tity, Missour{January 11, 192).
1490+ AT OAO %i A A O Are Basto® Gloh@BdsioNlabsachusettgDecember1?2, 1920).
150 KansasHouse Journal. 2% Biennial Session, Topeka January iarch 21, Inclusive 1921
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Wellington Foundation Bill, which provided for lowinterest loans from the city to
people wanting to build homes in her county5! Like Cline, Minnich legislated
conservatively, only introducing four bills during her first session. Besides the
Wellington Foundation Bill, one of her bills dealt with corporations, anothe
concerned the Session Laws of 1919, and the last bill focused on city infrastructure
in cities of second class. This infrastructure bill did become law and it provided
improvement of city streets, curb structure and pavement$32
Ida Walker, a Republicarirom Norton County, was a newspaperwoman. She
EAA AAAT AT O AT A OAEOAA EI xAOOAOI +A1 0OAO
DOl COAOOE OA E ASA iAShevegarndberOdtckr ag t€aher became an
AAOCEOA 1 Ai AAO T £ OEA antelUAibnGI hetdile BIOGE AT 4 Al
3OAOA S$EOAAOT O T A xIT 1 ATB80 xiI OE A O . AAO %A
refugees of Armenia during World War I. Walker introduced five bills, three of
which focused on school and children and one bill that conceed the General
Statutes of 1919. None of those bills made it past committedsoweverthe Walker
bill that actually was signed into law was designed to help citizens of Kansas who
were honorably discharged from military service during World War I, to aidthem in
paying back the debts incurred during their time in servicé>4
Newspapers dubbed Grinstead as the mentor for the three women who

Al 11T xAA EAO ET O OEA +A1 OAO (1 060A T &# 2APO

- AsT xAT 1T h , EITEAT '8 O+Al-GAEARDOBHEaDODN Inddperledi AAEAO | O
Dearborn, Michigan, March 26, 1927).

152 KansasHouse Journal. 2% Biennial Session, Topeka January iMarch 21, Inclusive 1921

13- Al xAT T h |, ETTEAT '8 O+Al-GQALEADOBHEaDODN Inddperdledi AAEAO | O,
Dearborn, Michigan, March 26, 1921).
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T £ 711 AT , Axi AE A O @aperggorbsk thd sfaie bnd todntnO
including some as distant as lowa and Ohio. A newspaper woman happily devised
OEA x1 OA O1 ACEOI AAREAOGS ET AEOOEIT COEOEEI C O
(1 O&FA8BI 1 EAT '8 -As$i xAl 1 h AOGlGQheDérbémE OEA Ol
Independentfelt that name fit because the women elected were indeed ladies as they
x AOA OAOOAT OEAT T U AEATETETA86 -As$iT xAll Al PE
homemakers who put the home first; she also pointed out that none of them made
anydlOOAT OO AO Al U 5OnE0IdsAEEh ds i€ totohAddvipldyed 6
OEA x1 1T AT 60 DPOT ZAOOEI T AT EOI AO 1 ACEOI AOI 00
rails at any moment. It was probably not in the interests of Grinstead and the other
womenACEOI AOT 00 O1 OAOPITA TACAOEOAT U O AE/
they were still being careful to guard the reputations for femininity that protected
them from being cast as dangerously radical feminists.

Grinsteadwas not only a role model fo the women of Kansas, but she had
one herself to look up to. Janette Rankin, a Republican from Montana, became the
first woman in the United States elected to a seat in United States Congress. Rankin
was elected to the House of Representatives in 191t6yo years before Grinstead
won her election as a Kansas state legislator. Rankin made national headlines with
her win and women across the country were inspired even more in the suffrage
cause; they now had a woman in place who could actually vote for Bqual Suffrage

Amendment. Rankin became widely known across the nation; she realized that she

155 AsT xAT 1T h , ElTEAT '8 O+Al-GERDOBHEaDON Indéperidedi AAEAO | O
Dearborn, Michigan, March 26, 1921).
156 | pid.
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EAA AAATT A OA OUIiATT AT A A OAPOAOAT OAOGEOAN
51 EOAA 30A0AOh AOO 1T &£ #11T AT ET Ail 1TAOGEITO
Grinstead and RankinshA OAA DET T AAO OI 1 008 "1 0E T &
had migrated into the western lands of the United States. Rankin, like Grinstead,
had gone to college seeking a profession that helped people. At first Rankin pursued
a career in social work, but found tlat it was not the career she truly wanteds8
Feeling that the gender division of labor in the social work field was too unbalanced
because the women cared for the children while the men created the policies
concerning them, she turned her sights toward a new calling where she could be
both contentand effectivel>® Rankin got into the state suffrage movement in 1910,
while she was attending college at the University of Washington. It was there she
found her niche, and soon became a successful speaker and organizer in the
movement, just as GrinsteaE AA AT T A xEEI A x| OEET ¢ &£ O OEA
Temperance Unionin Kansas.
Like Grinstead, fefore taking office, Rankin had been an advocate for
xT T AT80 OECEOO AT A OEA OEAxAA EAO Aiii1TEOIA
goals; she wanted to achiex full equal rights for women. Rankin had skill at
OA@gpi 1 EOET ¢ Ai AECOEOEAO ET xAOOAOT Ai1T AADPO

AOcOi AT bho AO EAA 1T OEAO x1 1 AT ET OEA 7A00

157 Lopach, James L. and Jean A. Luckowskianette Bnkin: A Political WomanBoulder, Colorado
University Press of Colorado, 2005: 133.

158 Smith, Nora* AAT T AOOA 2 AT EET d, Héleha’MoiahaNIoOtan# Soci€yAPEeds] A A
2002.

159 |pid.
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improve society, and less on arguing thavomen deserved enfranchisement as a
OECEODS80

' OET OOAAA3O AAI PAECT OOOAOAcCU xAO O1 00O
4RI PAOAT AA 5T EIT860 OOATAA 11 bDOIEEAEOEIT A
Ol AAIPAEGCT &£ O xI i AT 60 Oi OETegdofOECEOO Al A
contending that women should have full citizenship and natural rights, Rankin
AOCOAA Ox1 1T AT TAAAAA OEA Oi OktopbtecbPAO Al O O
OEAT OAl GAOG AO 11 OEAOO AT A O WAADRODABEAEAEOD |
ET OOA E AwadalidrnCdeveloped during the later part of the 1800s and early
ponnmOh xEEAE |1 EOAOCAITT U 1 AAT O O OAI AAT OEA
OEAAET C PI 1 EOEAO 1T £ Al OOOPOEITT AT A 1T EOAT A
educational, socialand EE 1 AT OE O 6D Fhé rhefoic@sdcialshdusekeeping
was a strategy both Grinstead and Rankin utilized to get elected as legislators.

2ATEET 1T AAA A AAI AOI AGAA AAAEOEIT OI 060
to gain suffrage, but she was also seming to run a campaign for Congress. Rankin
AT AOOAA OEA OAEOAOQOEI ET AOI OU AOOEOOAAOG 1T &£ O
did.162 While Rankindid not have a solidpolitical career or theactivist credentials
that Grinstead brought to the table, Be had a surprising advocate in her corner, her

brother Wellington, a wealthy lawyer, who identified himself as a progressive

Republican and a firm believer in woman suffrageln 1916, while society was in

160 | opach, James L. and Jean A. Luckowskianette Rankin: Rolitical Woman Boulder, Colorado

University Press of Colorado, 2005: 96

1, AxEOh 4E£EEAT U8 - O1l EAEDPAI (1 OOAEAAPETI ¢ ET OEA 11 A
into Politics. Rhetoric & Public Affairs 14, no.3 (Fall 2011): 46470.

162 gpach, Jaras L. and Jean A. LuckowsKieanette Rankin: A Political WomaBoulder, Colorado:

University Press of Colorado, 2005: 101.02.
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shock that a woman was going to run foa seat inU.S. House of Representatives,
2AT EET 80 AOI OEAO AAAAI A EAO OOEEAI A AT A Ox
it was her brother who put up the money backing hecampaign. Grinstead,
however, did not have that kind of financial backing; she had the career, famjignd
personal contacts that ultimately won her a seat in the Kansas legislature.
After winning her election, Rankin stayed true to her word, and
OAEAI PEI T AD ARDARO AOOEI ¢ EAO OAOGI A T1T OAAI
Al AT AT AT 66 AT AToknErAct, 3viiich 3 A llidesigned specifically
for the welfare of women and childrent®4 Rankin introduced the Sheppard Towner
Act into Congress in 1919. It was finallpassed in 1921. However, Kansas did not
accept any of the provisions under this bill right away. Many Kansas newspapers,
such as theKansas City Staand thelola Daily Registe(lola, Kansag, were still
writing reports in 1922 and 1923 advocating theimportance of the Maternity &
Infancy Act (SheppardTowner) for the health care and nutrition of women and
children.165 4 EA OAOET OO0 AOOEAI AO Ai PEAOGEUAA OEA i
benefits that would come from it on a local level as well as a nationaMel. The

Emporia Gazetteeported in March of 1927, of &ansas House resolution that

accepted aid under the Sheppard owner Act for women and infants. It was

163 |bid., 17,18,19. All the quotes in this paragraph come from these three pages.

164 |pid., 21.

165 The Kansas City StaKansasCity, Missouri,(September 24, 1922) andrhe lola Daily Registetola,
Kansas(August 18, 1923).
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recommended by the Senate Federal and State Affairs Committhat the resolution
be adopted166
Jeanette Rankin had considerable success in getting legislation concerning
social programs passed most notably the Maternity & Infant Act (Sheppard
Towner bill)? and she had more luck than Grinstead, whose state Coverture bill was
shut out completely andnever considered. Even though the Sheppaffowner Act
was not passed until Rankin had left office, she still gets much of the credit.
Both Grinstead and Rankin were legislators who cared deeply about
xI 1T AT60 EOOOAO AT A Al OE AhadidedshdalisBuks. 1 ACEOI A
Interestingly, both women stated the first thing they wanted to accomplish once in
office was to see that equal suffrage was ratified. Coincidently, after each woman
was sworn in, shedrafted a resolution calling for a constitutianal amendment for
xT 1 AT 8 O 1© @®RapmOMECheeh elected to office two years before Grinstead
ET pwpyh AT A EAO OAOI T OOEITT 11T xIT 1T AT60 OO0OE
AAT 6O OAT A OEI A ' OET OOAAA xAO OOAI EOOET ¢ E
Kansas. Grinstead and Rankin were the only women in their unique situations to be

able to introduce legislation concerning this issue, however, Rankin had been out of

Qu
O\

I EFEFEAA £ O A UAAO AT A A EAI £ xBAT xT11AI
Controversy surounded Jeanette Rankin during her term in office, just as it
AEA -ETTEA ' OET OOAAAS 2ATEET 80 AET EAAOh A

male colleagues or with her constituency. The most controversial was her vote

16603 E A DHIAOIRA OThe Bnpdria GazetteVol. 35, no. 187, Emporia, Kansg®jarch 7, 1927).

167 Smith, Nora* AAT T AOOA 2 AT EET ¢ HelehaAMomiahad\Nobtans $ocieyPEeds] A A
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ACAET 00 OEA 50 EBDRAATI 3ORDADIGOIAA ODAO ET pwpxs8
politics were attacked in the media and there were allegations of her having
communist sympathies’®® 3EA 1 AOAO Agbl AET AA OEAO OEA O¢
AO A PAAEEEOOho6 [HRAKEDALAE ®ER DIIIEATO EE A TAQO AX
OEA EEOOO WQARIOA AIAIAEXOED®86 O O1 OA ACAET 00 OE
World War | cost her in the next election. By contrasGrinstead, who was dealing
with issues less momentous than world warwas elected for three consecutive
terms to the Kansas State House of Representatives. When Rankin lost a Senate race
in 1919, she was given a position with the National Consumers League, where she
worked as a lobbyist and fieldworker from 19211924171
Rankin was re-elected in 1940 to the U.S. House of Representatives, serving
from 1941-1943. Causing controversy again, as with her first term, her goal had
AEAT CAA &£OTI1 xI1TAT8680 O0O0&EEOACA O1 OAOGEIT C 160
vote was the onlyNay vote against sending American troops to war in 1941.
Knowing full well that her career again would suffer the consequences of a Nay vote
for war, she reminded people that she was not against defending the United States,
she was against sending troop# foreign countries to diel’2
In Kansas, Grinstead was trivialized and criticized for her controversial votes
and legislative proposals. Rankin was, of course, even more harshly criticized for

opposing a popular war. She received a letter fromaman8& 1 Ch O!' 11 OEAO (

169 |pid.
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AEO EI O xAO AT O1 AAOOGAEAOSO AOOEOOAT Oh A& O
OEAO 2ATEET OAT OI A EAOA AAAT AAOGAT 66 ET EA
OOAUAA AxAU OAOEAD OEAT OI OET ¢ O. AU8o
Just as Minnie Grinsteadose above reductive commentary and criticism,
Jeannette Rankin rose above the propaganda written about her decision to vote
against going to war in both of her terms. While she may have disappointed her
colleagues and constituents, she stayed true to healues and was not bullied into
voting against them.
The differences between Grinstead and Rankin may best be found in how
they lived. Minnie Grirstead, married, with children,shared the Victorian belief that
being a wife and mother was the highest @aomplishment for a woman, but she also
believed that a woman could do both, could be a homemaker and a career woman.
Rankin never married, though she received a few proposals, nor did she have any
children. Unlike Grinstead, Jeanette Rankin was not aigtbus person and was not
pleasant about Christians. According to one of her biographers, before she died
2AT EET OOAOAA OEA OAEA 11060 xA1T O AWBor#EOEOO
Minnie Grinstead, the daughter of Baptist minister and a preacher heelf, religion
and prayer were major features in her life.
Grinstead and Rankin took the historical stage, one on the state level, and the

other on the national level, just at the time when women began to have real political

lives and futures in the Unted States. Both legislators helped to make suffrage and

173 |bid., 184.
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participation in electoral politics a reality for American women. Regardless of the
differences, the similarities in their experiences with the suffrage movement and in

their political careers areworth noting.

CONCLUSION

On Monday, December 14, 1925, Probate Court Judge Minnie Grinstead had
just gotten home from working at the courthouse all day. She was down in the
basement finishing up some laundry when she noticed that there was some
water dripping. She had stepped onto a small table to reach the leaking faucet
and stop the water. In some manner the table either gave way underneath her or
it had shifted on the wet floor. GrinsteadZ£AT 1 11 OEA AAI AT O
Ol OEA Abelbwihéer kr@& SEe could not recall what she had struck to
cause such a deep cut, which required a few stitches to close. She was rather
stunned, so for a few moments she sat on a nearby sofa in order to catch her
breath and put herself together. Whe she realized the extent of her wounds,
Grinstead called a neighbor to help her get to a physician. She withstood getting
stitches without any anesthetic. For ten days Grinstead was prescribed rest, but
she really had no choice but to rest, for her brges had been severe. During this
time her stitched laceration contracted a slight infection. A local Liberdfansas

newspaper reported the incident on Thursday, December 17 and the article
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included a message t@rinsteadfrom all of her friends who wished her a speedy
recovery17s
On Christmas Eve, Grinstead was in the kitchen with her son Wade, sitting

and visiting while plucking (sic) a turkey for the Christmas dinner. Grinstead

OxAO AEAAATETC xAll AT A E1T CiTA OBE&MEOO xEA

xAO AT 1 OAAOAA AT A EA AAI A EGrihskddiold OA1 U Ol

EET O) AAAl O AA AR He oA 0/hdd helpedii®® ddctdr O1 A A A

getting her into her bed. A few minutes after the doctor left, she regained full
consciousness and she appeared to be a little better, but still very weak. The
doctor had barely reached his office when he was again called from the
Grinstead home, but this timeGrinsteadx AO 11 O OAOPT 1T AET C8 o}
were the last words Grinstead ever spke. She passed away on Christmas Eve
day at 9:45 a.m

It was not long before the State of Kansas and the nation learned the news.

. AxOPAPAOO OADPI OOETI ¢ OEA TAxO 1T &£ ' OET OOAA

the story, with some sayingGrinsteadhad a stroke of apoplexy, some that she
died while preparing Christmas dinner for her family, and some called it a
paralytic stroke. Regardless of the minor details, a Kansas treasure had passed
away. From Liberal to Topekakansasto Louisiana, Tennesse, Virginia and
Massachusetts the news of her passing made national headlines, reminding

OAAAAOO OEAO +A1 OAOE AEOOO xii Al ET OEA

1750- 008 ' OE 1 ThELibArdl Newibetah Eansas, December 17, 1925. This paragraph is
condensed and paraphrased with a few quotes from this news article.

7O$ AAQE T#IT8BAAO® 71 1 Al ThelTopeka Qaly@hpkallépeka, iKansas
(December 25, 192%. Both quotes in thisparagraph come from this article.
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had seconded Calvin Coolidge for president was gone. Fittingly, Grinstead, a
lover of the written word and a champion of the spoken word, had published a
poem in the local news just a month earlier, at Thanksgiving time. The
December 3%t obituary stated that Grinstead had believed the poem was her

finest effort. She had written about whashe wanted her life to bet??

My Prayer of Life

Let my life glow as the firelight
glows,
In a dark and cheerless room,
Let me be the light to some darkened
soul,
Lonely, and far from home,
Let my life glow as the firelight
glows.

Let my life warm asthe fire doth
Warm,
On a cold and wintry day;
Let me be a friend to some friendless

one,
30006CCIEIC Alllc
Let my life warm as the fire doth
warm.

Let my life burn as the fire doth burn,
Radiant, strong and bright;
With love, with zeal and withpity,
too,

For those who are losing the fight,
Let my life burn as the fire doth burn.

Let my life fade as the firelight
fades,
And the embers burn low at night;
Let me live again in love and joy,
)T (AAOAT 30 OAAEA
Let my life fade as thdire-light
fades.
~Minnie J. Grinstead

70- ETTEA *8 ' OET O lAbkral Sl&nviLiberdl, KéheafBedethbed 31, 1925.
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-ETTEA ' OET OOAAAG O ARdndaihd Methalli€t chiardhl A E 1
since it was the biggest church in the town. People came from all over the state and
crowds packed itto overflowing. Friends, associates and loved ones paid their
respects toGrinsteadone last time. Flowers and cards with sincere notes of
sympathy came from all over the natiori’8

Grinstead was an educated, accomplished, and successful person by any
standard. She left a wonderful legacy for not only her children, but for the people of
Kansas. She was the example for women, not only in Kansas, but everywhere, of
female success in a state legislature. Before 1920, she voted on measures that
women nationally did not yet have the legal right to address. Her contributions in
the political realm gave other women confidence to follow her footsteps and carry
out legislation that was important to them and to the people who had elected them.

* OET OO AdyAgolved oA @irAugh her children, and now her
grandchildren, who she never lived long enough to see. Darline was 20 years old
and Wade was 19 when their mother passed awayGrinsteadd gdandchildren have
learned of her through the stories from thei parents, Darline and Wade. They saw
the pictures of her time in the Kansas State Legislature and the letters and diaries
that she kept.

On March 17, 1927 the Kansas State House of Representatives passed

Memorial Resolution No. 27 in remembrance ofihstead. The resolution had no

178 Taken fromWillynda Holmestb O1T COAI 11 OAO &£ O OEA |, EHaAs@sAl 71 1 AT 8¢
(2011) They were aquired by Dr.K. Smithand the ESU 156 committee. (2013). There were no

references in these notes. Some of the information came from the Kansas State Historical Society and

some stated from a Seward County History Book.

74



law-making purpose other than to honorGrinsteadand recognize her achievements
in the House of Representatives. The resolution read, in pa®

MINNIE J. GRINSTEAD.
House Resolution No. 27.
A ResoLuTioN relating to the death of Minnie J. Grinstead,

Representative Jean A. McKone, a fellovepublican from Leavenworth

County, introduced the motion to honorGrinsteadand then he moved for the

adoption. The motion prevailed and the resolution was adopted. Grinstead had

been a widely popular figure in Kansas in her day, and her leadership was

recognized nationally. However, history books have only given a paragraph or two

01 EAO AT 1 OOEAOQOOEIT O O1 O1i AEAOUS -1 00 Al
)yl OEA UAAOO A 111 xETC ' OET OOAAA8O AAAOD

sporadically published about her signiftance to Kansas history. Articles in 1932,

1952, and 1960 all spoke of her contributions. A 1984 news article covering the

story of Representatives Jessie Branson, Betty Jo Charlton and Jane Eldridge, the

first women elected to the House of Represdatives from Lawrence, Kansas,

praised Grinsteadas the first woman elected to the Kansas State House of

Representatives and told her story succinctly in a few paragraphs. The intention

179Kansas House Journal .5 Biennial SessionTopeka Januaryl1-March 23, Inclusive 1927671 and
in State of Kansas Session Laws, 1927, Passed at thed &#gular Sessiorz the Same Being the 25
Biennial Session, June 1, 1927: 556.
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