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Freface

In 1863, Abraham Lincoln spoke these immortal words:
"e « « We here highly resolve that these dead shall not have
died in vain, thet this nation, under God, shall have & new
birth of freedom. . . ."

Ironicslly enough, a period of one hundred yesrs has
not been sufficient for this nation to give birth te that
freedom, Supposedly, the Froclametion of Emancipaticn
achieved the freedom of the Negro. But 1963, witnessed the
Freedom March, and nineteen million U, S, Negroes demanded
payment of the centurye-old promissory note called the
Emsncipation Proclemetion, Still fresh in the memories of
&ll are Little hKock, Arkensaes; Oxford, Mississippl; and
Frince Edward County, Virginiaj; in short, the struggle
against discrimination has continued and increased in inten-
gity. HMen is still infected with raciel hate and condescends
to bombinga to keep "niggers" in their place and to preserve
the white way of life.

hecently in Look (March 2i, 196l4), Willlam Bradford
Hule, author of Hireshima Fillot, exposed in "Death of an
Innocent"” the base thinking which still exists in the hearts
of some of our so-called superior race, Why did the murder-
er want to kill the children in the Alebema church bombing?
Hate is peartielly, but not completely the answer, Hate



often stems from fear, Was he afraid of their abilitiea
and their aspirations, afrald of what they might do to his
ego? A Southern white men who had murdered a colored man
once asked the author of the article, "If I ain's better'n
a damn nigger, what-the-hell am I better'n of?"

Mr, Hule, in discussing the desth of Denise McNair,
one of the four children killed in the bombing, states:

We regard her death as a senseless waste,

& loss to the humsn race, We deeply regret that
she was robbed of her future, for we did not fear
her sspirations, We wish she could have had the
opportunity to live her life at the highest level
she was capable of achieving.

We believe that her murderer ahould be
identified, tried and electrocuted. We are also
ashamed of our Governor, and we believe he is
hurting Alabama snd all America,

In regard to the nation's current racial unrest and
the social revolt of the Negro, the Hewsweek poll in October,
1963, reveals that anti-liegro prejudice is widespread and
deep and is not confined to the South, The recent revolt
is anti~Jim Crow, not anti-white., The Negro wants an end
to discrimination, and he wants many more things that the
normel human being enjoys; in the main, he wants

« » » & better job, better pay, & better
home, He wants the right to join the white man--
to live next door if he chooses, to work beside
him, to send the kids to school with his, to eat
&t his restaurants end stop at his hotels and pray
at his churches, And the negro is hubgry for a big-

ger share in the plentye-for dishwashers and clOthes
driers as well as humen rights,
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In view of these facts, Hark Twain was approximately
8ixty or seventy years shead of his time in his thinking
and treatment of the unfortunate freedmen, Previcua writers
have pictured the Negro as a happy, satisfied “"darky," who
was contented with his servitude. It is Mark Twaln who
becomes a spokesman for the rights of the Negro people and
gives them the dignity and humanlity that the Negro is seek~
ing tody. This resesrch shall embrace Mark Twain's por-
tralc of the Fegro and compare it with that of selected
fleticn of his time, which shall include a sampling of the
works of two Southern writers, Joel Chandler Harris and
George Washington Cable, and two Northern writers, William
Dean Howelles and John Willlam DeForest.

I am deeply grateful to Dr, Green D, Wyrick for his
assistance in the development of this thesis, I also
expresas my appreciation to Ur, Charles E, Walton and Dr, 1,
C. Owen for their interest in my English studies,

K., L. T.

Burns, Kansas
August, 1964
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CHAPTER 1
THE NEGRO IN TWAIN'S NON-FICTION

Before the Civil War the Negro played a relatively
small part in the litersture of the South, The Southern
people feared thet anything one might write about the
Institution of slavery would be misinterpreted by aboli-
tionists who scrutinigzed Southern newspapers for antislavery
propagenda, Frevious to this time, few people realized how
rich an asset the Negro was to become to American litera-
ture, and few people bothered to write down his folk tales
or his songs and ballads, One might surmise that the war
had emancipated the Southern writers as well ss the slaves,
and now because slavery was a thing of the past, cne could
write much more freely about "the pecullar institution, "

In the yeers preceeding the Civil War, many of this
nation's best known writers were apprentices in a printer's
shop or newspaper office or had roamed far and wide as
reporters or journeyman printers, MNost notable among thess
were Joel Chandler Harris, William Dean lHowells, &nd Mark

Twaln, -
Samuel Lenghorne Clemens wes & Southerner. After the

wer, he felt that he had to make amends for his heretofore

15, B, Hubble, Southern Life in Fictiem, p. 80,
2ibid., p. 82,




indifference to and support of human bondage, "The whole
structure of chattel slavery comes under his scrutiny in
his notes which assemble the ammunition for the attacks he
was to make in his novels and stories."> His sketches,
speeches, end notebooks flash his hstred of the institution
which he had accepted and even defended in his younger life.l
William Dean Howells writing of the postewar Twain said, "No
men more perfectly sensed and more entirely abhorred llavoryfs

Twain was entirely satisfled with the termination of
slavery by the Civil Wer, Ffe was ready and eager to have
the events, thet 1s facts and meanings, written into history
at once, For those who maintained that it was not time yet,
and who insisted that one should wait untll the passions of
war cooled and the clouds of strife had cleared away, Iwaln
had much ridicule. He felt that the time was at hand when
man and deeds and motives could best be ascertained in laste
ing verity, EHe did not want to wait until fects took on
r:u1..5

Twain's father owned slaves, but eventually sold them
end hired other slaves by the your.T Twain wrote that it
was on the farm that he acquired his strong liking for the

3rhilip S. Foner, Mark Twain Socisl Critle, p. 216,
Libid., p. 198.

SWilliem Dean Howells, My Mark Twein, p. 35.
61bid., p. 36.

TTwain, The Autoblogrephy of Mark Twain, p. 3.




Negro race. Beyond the fermhouse were the orchard, the
Negro guarters, snd the tobscco flelds, Iliis first account
is that of the bedridden white-hesded sleve women who lived
in & 1little log cebin ebroast the house, He believed that
"She was up-ward of a thoussnd yeers old and had talked with
Moses. . . ."J She was celled "Aunt" Hanna, Southern
fashion,

In his schoelboy deys, Twain had no aversion to slav-
ery and wrote that, if the slaves themselves had eny aversion
to 1t, they said nothing, HHe further stated thet in Hannibal
the people seldom sew & slave mistreated, and on the faram,
never, No one questioned the right of szlavery within his
hearing, The town's paper printed nothing against it; the
ministers preached that it was sespproved by God as = holy
thing, and one could find proof with which to support it
in the Bible.?

Qne incident of his childhcod stayed vividly in his
mewory through the slow-drifting years, The Clemens family
had 2 little slave boy from the esstern shores of Maryland.,
He had been brought away from his famlly and his friends and
#old, Twain describes him as being of cheery spirit, innoe

cent and gentle, and as the nolsiest creature ever, Iils

BM'- Pe O
91bid., P« 7.



singing, whistling, leughing, yelling, and whooping were
devastatingly meddening and unendurable, OUne day, Twailn
loat hla temper and went raging to his mother complaining of
the nolse, le remembers that the tears csme into her eyea,
end with trembling lips she sald:
Poor tuing, when he singe 1t shows that he
is not remembering and that comforts me; dbut when
e is still I am afreld he is thinking and 1 can-
not bear 1t, He will never see his mother again;
if he can aing I must not hinder 1t, but be
thankful for it, If you were older, you would
unders tand me; then {gat friendless chlld's noise
would make you glad,
"A True Story" from Sketches New and 0ld further
subs tantistes the fact that the Negro was not the carefree
eresture with no concerns, but an sdult who had experienced
many heartaches., Twalin begins the story with a deseription
of Aunt Kechel, the Negro servant, a cheerful soul who at the
end of a day's work waes still capeble of lsughter, When
Twain ssks how she hae lived for sixty yeers end has never
hed any trouble, she revesls the tragedy of her 11!0.11
She explains that she knew sbout slavery becsuse she was born
among the slaves, Twain makes one feel the dignity of the
Negro woman snd her love for her slave nusband and her seven
ehildren who are sold one by one., Aunt Hachel describes the

hesrterending scene:

19L0¢. ett.
1l7wein, Sketehes Héw ond gld, p. 24l.




Dey put chsins on us and put us on a stan'
as high as dis po'ch . . . An' dey sole my ole man,
an' took him nuny, an' I begin to ery; an' de man
say, 'Shet up yo' damn blubberin',' an' hit me on
do mouf wid his han', An' when de las' cne was
gone but my little Henry, I grab him close up to
my breas' so, an' 1 ris u? an' says, "you sha'n't
take him awey, I saye; 'I'll kill de man dat tetches
him!' I sayas., But my little Henry whisper an'
ll!, ‘I gwyne to run away, an' den I work and buy
yo'! freedom,' Oh, blesa de chile, he always so
good! But dy got hime-dey got him, de men didj;
but I took and tear de clo'es mos' off 'em an!
beat'em over de head wid my chain; an'_dey give
it to me, toe, but I didn't mine det,l2
Poner seays that Twain evidenced many sspects of the
Negro in the story. Thinge not hitherto mentioned in Amer-
icen literature as the tearing apert of femilies, the
abandoning of the plantation by the slaveholders and their
leaving behind their slaves to manage os best they could,
the liberation by the Union army and the Negro's particie
pation in the liberatlon through services, military end
otherwise, to the Union army are now used by Twain in the
unfolding of the story.l3 One notes the sympathy of the
Union officers for Aunt Rachel as she related the story of
her Henry, whom she had not seen for twenty-two years,
Henry hed quit his jJob at the beginning of the wer snd had
gone in search of his mother, IHis ection typifies what took

place during and after the war as numbers of slaves of the

12}!&!-: P. 243,
13p, 8. Foner, gp. git., p. 204.



South searched for their families who were separated
during llnnry.m

The story opened with Aunt HRachel's sitting cn the
stepa below the family., She wes their servsnt., As she
wormed to her subject, Twain let her rise, and she ". . .
towered adbove us, black againat the ntara."ls One might
say that she became e statue of dignity. Aunt Hachel
closes the story with: "Oh no, Misto Ce=, I haln't had no
trouble., An' no joy,"16

Howells regarded the atery &s a noble study of
charscter, lie further claimed that the rugged truth of the
story leaves all other storiea of slave life fer behind and
reveals In the suther e gift for the simple, dramatic report
of reslity not equaled by any other Ameriesn writer,l7

Twaln was ssid to have realized that the fight for
the freedom cf the Negreo pecple wes not won with the 13th,
14th, and 15th Amendments,l® In Innocents Abrosd (1869),
he introduces his Venetian tour guide. Born in South Caro=-

lina of slave parents, the Negro guide csme to Venice while

UiLoe, eite

15Tuain. Ske tches New and C1d, p. 242.
“’M” p. 246,

17Howells, op. ¢it., p. 124.

18Fonor, op. cit., p. 216,




tqpitc small, Here, he grew up and received his education.
Lﬂh was able to read, write, and speak four langueges:
'Inglish, Frenech, Itelian snd Spenish, le was an admirer of
lrt and knew the history of Venice by memory., in all
‘toapoctl, he wes a well educeted gentleman, Twailn says that
'ilogroon are deemed ss good &8s white people in Venice,
?nulcquontly, the guide had no desire to go back to his
t"n»ltlu,‘lnnd.“l9 Twain deems the Negro's judgment to be
;orrlet. Surely, he would have been regarded in the "land
" of the free" inferior to those of much less culture and
';lnettion. It 18 clear that Twain understood that the
‘ihlnelpttion Proclemation had not really freed the llurolzn
Thus, it i1s for their cause that he crusscdes,

Found in Mark Twain's Notebook is the notation:

'1887. Next May wrlte Frof, Franeis Wayland that 1 am ready
to pay the young colored msn, Charles W, Johnson's way
ﬂhraugh the Yale Law School,"@l Howells wrote that Twain

1d himself respcnsible for the wrong whlch had been done
by the white race in enslaving the black rsce, and he felt

"

t paying the Negro student's way through Yale was ", , .

pert of the reperation due from every white tec every

199wein, The Innocents Abroad, p. 246,
zofonor, op. cit,, p. 217.
alTiain, Hark Twain's dotebook, p. 192,




black man,"22 Twain did not know, nor had he ever seen,

the atudent; the fact that Johnson was & Negro was quite
enough., About this seme time, & colored cadet wes expelled
from West Foint for conduct "unbecoming an officer and gentle=-
man," The usual "shabby philosophy” whieh holds that a

Negro could not feel the claim of honor was circulated., With
bitter irony, Clemens remarked, "1t wes that one part black
that undid him, It made him & '"nligger' end incapable of
being & gentleman, It was to blame for the whole thing,

The rifteen parts white were guiltless."23 Twain later utile
1zed this incident and idea in his charscterlzation of Tom,
in Pudd'nhead Wilson,

On the platform Twaln was forceful in expounding his
sentiments., Albert Bigelow Falne wrote, "Not to have heard
Mark Twain is to have mlssed much of the velue of his utter-
snce."2} Twaln's speeches are loosely identified in three
periods, The first division begins with hia San Francisco
lecture and continues through the years when his words were
good-natured foolery. The mlddle period covers the years
i@.n the affairs of men and nations began to make a larger
mgpoal and political abuses and the injustice of class began

221‘10\1011.. 22. &uo' Pe 35.
23Ibid., p. 36.
24/1bert Bigelow Paine "Introduction," Mark Twsin's

Speeches, p. xi.



© atir hinm to active rebellion and to righteous, even If
olent, sttitudes of reform, The finsl group were of the
ater days when Twain had become the philosopher and sage
yot saddened by bereavment and the uncertainty of lifre,25
study will be based on the apeeches of the middle
iod,

One such speech was titled "On Foreign Critics"
{es. 1389), Twain beganowlith the queaticn, "what is a
peal' civilizetion?” His snawer was:

Let us say, in broed terms, any systea
which has in it one of these things-e-to wit, human
slavery, despotic government, inequality, numerous
and brutal punishments for crime, superstiticn
almost universal, ignorance aslmoat universale-
is not & real civilizaticn, and any system which
has none of them 18 ., . . . [ow old is real
eivilization? The enswer is essy and unassail-
sble, A century ago it had not appeered in the
world during & single inatent since the world was
made if you grent these terms--and 1 don't see why
it shouldn't be fair, since civilization must surely
mean:the humaniging of & people, not & claesse-
there is today but one real civilizetion in the
world, and it is= not yet thirty years old, We
made the trip and hoisgod its fleg when we dis-
posed of our slavery.

In the following eassy, Twain exposes with irony and
satire = culture that is "Christien" in neme only. lie does
likewise in his fictional writing. In the history of the

25Loe. cit.
26Ibid., p. 150,
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n race, religion has had its share in the changes of
eivilization,27 It was Huck, representing the lowest lavel
fu-loeioty who came to accept Higger Jim aa a brother-being
le Mlss Watson, the Christian who prayed for Huck, was

ng to sell her slave, In "3ible Tesching and Keliglous
etice"2? Twsln wrote:

e« s« « An 8ll the ages the loman Church hes
owned slsves, bought and scld slaveasa, authorized
and encouraged her children to trade in ithem,
Long after aome Christian peoples had freed their
slaves the Church 8till held on to hera, i any
ecould know, to absclute certalnty, that ell this
was right, end according to God's will and desire,
A gurely it wes she, since she was God's specielly

~  appcelnted representative in the earth snd sole
fauthorized end infallible expounder of his B5ible.
There were the texts; there was no mistaking
A their meaning; she was right, she was doing in

~ this thing what the S5ible had mapped out for her
» to do. S0 unessslleble was her position that in
all the centuries she had no word to say egainst
buman slavery. Yet now at last, in our immed-
iete day, we hear a Pope saying slave trading is
: wrong, and we see him logging en expedition te

o Africa to stop it. . . .

Twain's satirlcal pen further records the exploits
of the Christians in regard to slavery., For two hundred
firty yesrs, Christian Englend supported and encouraged
lavery with the ministers of her churches looking on, some=
es teking an sctive hand, or being indirferent, Iwain

271bid., p. 231.

251he oagey, publishgd g?ggoul%giig 1923, followed

"('ﬁ'§11508°' hari:nggdzd (ed.) Complet of
sk _ ¢ elder ols ete Lssays o
srk Twain, p. 566,

291_2&- s Ps 570,
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noted that Englend's parlisments alded and protected the
slave traffic with two English kings holding stock in the
cnmpaniol.3° An English slave hunter was so successful in
surprising and burning villages, and maiming, slaughtering,
capturing end selling inhabitants, thet the delighted queen
conferred the chivalric honor of knighthood on hime-s rank
which had soquired its distinetion in Christlan effert,
The glave hunter chose a8 his device the figure of a kneel-
ing Negro slave in chaina, His work was ", , . to destroy
homes, separate famllies, enslave friendless men and women,
and break a myriasd of human hearts,">!
Twain concludes his satirical history by reporting

that at long last In England, an 1llegitimate Christien (a
member of a desplsed and basterd sect) rose asgalnst slsvery.
There was a bitter struggle, but in the end slavery had to
i“ka Finally America began to stir ageinst slavery. GHearts
solft, and the only place in the land where one could
{find pity for the slave was the pulpit; eventuslly the
it yioldod.33

Hevenge, murders, lynching mobs, and the weays of men

in packs set forth in "A Scrap of Curious listory" are

Nioe. eit.
3licg, git.
321pi4., p. 571,
33&22. elt.
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slleled in the novels, Huckleberry Finm end fudd'oiesd
« Cne should note that the rejection of uobert lardy,
Sew England stranger, foreshadows the rejection of

wid Wilson, the newcoamer, by the villiagers of Dawson's
landing,

' ine essay, ®"A Serap of Curlous Listory" (1394), thrusts
one into the Misscurl villege of Keplion Clty located on the
Hissiesippl Hiver, Twain wrote the easay while in la
Bourboule-loa-S8ains, 'rence, beceuse the sssassination of
the Fresldent of the Frsoch sepubllie, the mob resction, sand
the consequences seemed to him to parsllel sn sction in the
Misscurl village in 1845, At this time, for & man openly
$0 proclaim himselfl an enemy of Negro slavery wae to proe-
elaim himself & madman, The proclamstiion was Llssphemy
sgainst the "holiest thing known to & Missourisn,"35 Twsia
releted that iobert Hardy becsme the rirst sbellitlonist in
the state.2® He was by trede, a journeyman cooper, eand
worked in the cooper-shop belonging te the porkepecking
establishment which was Marlon City's chlel pride and source
of pmnrlw.” Being & New Englender and a strenger, he
was regsarded as an inferior person and treated in an unfriende

3‘*}_;_;9.. pe 5182,
35L0¢. 2it.
3bLoc, cit.
3Mice. git.
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audience of one-~Twain, e imitsted the atyle of the
village clergymen with passion and energy. Twain belleved
he wes "the greatest orator in the United States, "<
He interrupted his preeching, now and then, to imlitate
the sound of a bucksaw with his mouth; 1t kept his master
from investigating the progress of his work. Twain llstened
to the sermons from an open window of & lumber room at the
back of the house, One of the Negro's Iimpressive texts was:
"You tell me whar e man gits his corn-pone,
en 1'1]1 tell you whet his 'pinions 1s." . . . The
bleck philosopher's idea was that & man is not
independent, and csnnot afford views which might
interfere with his bread end butter. If he would
prosper, he muat train with the majorlty; in
matters of large moment, like politics and religion,
he must think and feel with the bulk of his neighe-
bors, or suffer damege in his socisl standing and
in his business prosperities, e must restrict
himself to corne-pone oplnions--at least on the
surfece, He must get his opiniona from other
people; he must reason out nong_for himself; he
must have no first-hand views,+
fwain went on to stste thet he thought Jerry, in the main,
‘wes right, but that he did not go fer enough., Feople are
ereatures of outside influences; they conform, they iumitate,
they do not think for themselves. Broadly speaking, corn-
pone stends for selfe-approval. Self-approval comes from the
; approval of other people., lhe result is conformity, end in

some cases conformity hasa a business interest--the bread-and-

b21psd., p. 533.
hB.I_b_LQH Pe 584,
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butter interest.lil
The essay "The Unlted States of Lyncherdom"™ (1901),

found in Europe end Elsewhere, In san introductory note,
bert Blgelow Faine wrote that the article was not offered
publication, perhaps, because the moment for timelinesa
had passed; however, one feels that its genersl timeliness
1s pnronninl.hs

Twain always felt strongly on the subject of lynch
y 8nd when lynchings esrned dark headlines, he wrote his
schant essay on "The United States of Lyncherdom,"4¢ "Oh,
ari 1" he wrote at the time of a lynching down in the
gouthwestern corner of that state. That great state has
prred, and ". , . the handful of her children have given us
cter and lsbeled us with a name,"7 "Lynchers" would
be the term applied to all Missourl by the generslizing world,

Heer Fierce City, on a Sunday alternoon, & young white
man who had started alone from church was found murdered.
n this regilon of churches and schools, the people lynched
e Negroes~--two of these were very old, In the fury of
* mob reaction, they burned out five Negro households,
id inhumanly drove thirty families into the woods,

hh;!;g.. p. 586,

451wain, Surope end Llsewhere, p. 239.

L6Louls J, Budd, Mark Iwain Soclial Philosopher, p. 201,
47twein, Europe snd Llsewnere, p. 240.
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r The people of FPlerce City had bitter provocations,
n did not argue this point, but they took the law inteo
own hands, By their statutes, had the law been sllowed
take its course, the victim would certainly have been
hanged, since the few Negroes in the region were without
thority snd without influence with juriest®

Twalin laid the increased number of lynchings in the
D's to moral cowardice which, he sald, was the commending
‘sature of the make-up of 9,999 men in 10,000, iHe observed
that, from the beginning of time, no revolt agalnst infaay
i(mnuim has ever been begun except by the one daring
an in the 10,000, The others wait timidly snd then reluc-
' ﬂ.'y Join in under the influence of that mean, The
ho v"tionilu remember, Fublic feeling was with them early,
onh man wes afrald to speak out until he lmew that
privetely felt as he felt. Then, actlion tock place.4?
It had been supposed that people enjoyed the spectacle
& lynching, 7Twaein wrote in this aceount that the suppo-
ition could not be true, The vast majority of the people
| the South were like those of the North, They were right-
jar ted and compassionate and would be pained by such
ectacle, Only public approval seemed to require thelr

hBM-l Pe 241,
b91vid,, p. 243.



13

attending such affairs, Twain asks why a crowd stands
around smitten to the heart? Why it lifts no hand in pro-
teat? And he concludes that people do so because to do
otherwise would be unpopular.so

Twain 1llustretes that there 1s & fleld for our
mlissionaries; and asks thet they look at the telegraa from
Texas:

The Negro was taken to & tree and swung in
the alr, Wood and fodder were piled beneath hias
bod: and & hot fire was made, 1 wWes 8§ olted

& vy} jg%gmmw
5""&‘ vnmt '%ouork

!‘l
oo-plotod.

from Chine to thelr motherland in her hour of distress to
breve the lynching mob,

he notes this impresaion of the colored soldier:

Splendid big negro scldiers; obedient, don't
desert, don't get drunk; proud of thelr vocation,
finest and pleassntest soldiers--and Fond says great
in battle, Some of these have been in the service
ten and fifteen years, snd my escort 2i years, Ilhey
all have the look and bearing of gentlemen, The
earliest ones were not educeted and could not pere
form clerical duties; but the later ones can; been
in public schoeol, As s rule the amy can't sing
the "Star-spangled,” but Burt ordered these taught,
and they can sing 1it.

The band, ell colored but the leader, made
beesutiful music,

O1mid., p. 4.
51____“1‘00 P 2'45-

Twain implored missionaries with the martyr spirit to return

Twain was eager to glve the Negro his due credit, and
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Ceremony of fetching the colors, All
uncoverad when the colors passed bye--l did,
after firat blunder, Another--was asked to
throw away my cigar when the colors apprcached.

Chaplain (colored) is a commissioned
officer, aspproved by the Senate., Is saluted
like other officers.

Goodwill, 1They take pride in it, I 52
think the negro has found his vocation at lest,

In his observation, Twain has detescted the pleasing and
commendable qualitlies of e reel soldier in the Negro--
qualities not prevalent in all white soldiers, Surely it
was with 2 pleased attitude that he jotted the sbove in his
neotebook,

There is another account in which Twain tells of his
garrivel at a hotel in Bombay during his tour of Ind1|.53
A door needed fixing, A native servant seemed to be giving
1f proper attentlon, but not eccording to the manager'as way
of thinking., Without any explanation, the manager gave the
servant s cuff and then an arrogeant word of command, The
netive took the shameful treatment without showing resent-
ment, Twain wrote that this incident instantly took him back
to his boyhood and the feorgotten fact that this was the usual
wey of explaining one's desires to a slave. Ewnen though he

was born to thia method of treetment, Twain was always "sorry

52'-mnm, Mark Iwain's Notebook, p. 247.
53Ibid., p. 271.
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for the victim and ashamed for the punisher,™ He said that
his father was a "refined and kindly gentleman" who punished
him only twlce and never any other member of the famlly at
all, yet he commonly cuffed their haramless slave boy, Lewls,
and even gave him a lashing now end then ", ., . which ter-
rified the poor thing nearly out of his wits.," Twain's
father hsd spent hie 1ife among his sleves, and the cuff-
ings were the custome of the times, not of his nature.gh

In the same part of his notebook he related the
incident of having seen a man engerly fling a lump of iron
ore at his man-slave because the Hegro was awkward, Within
an hour the alave was dead, Twein said the man hed a
right to kill his slave i he wanted to, yet killing seemed
& pitiful thing. Nobody in the village epproved that mure
der, but no one said much sbout 1%,55

Gladys Bellamy wrote that Twain's vision of slavery
was ever present in his submerged consciousness, Ifhe vision
was [or him what the London workhouse had been for Dickens,
The flame of indignation burned in him to the last, and "“the

weak being oppressed by the strong" moved him to writo.56

55i0c. sit.

, 56G1adys C. Bellemy, Mark Iweln as & Literary Artist,
P. 53,



CHAPTER 11

THE FICTIONAL PORTRAIT: UNCLE DAN'L,
FOXY AND JIM

"fhe skin of every humsn belng contains = llavo.'57
. Merk Twain's personal history became the basis lor
pil novels, With this tool in hand, he became an artist
gnd gave to American llitersture three Hegro characters--
Uncle Den'l, Hoxy and Nigger Jime-who live, Their portraits
are brought to light through the flicticn in which they
appear, In Twaln's depiction, the Negro becomes a realistic
hunen being who 1s "consistently a noble chnrnoter.'58
Through a study of Twein's portrayale, one may ascertein
the status of the Vegro in esrly nineteenth century Amer-
icen soclety.

As one would expect, Merk Twain's novels sre filled
with desoriptions of stesmboats on the Missiesippi, cotton
plantations, great houses, snd slsve gusrters, Iin additlon,
he has lald bere the evils of slavery 1n tender, penetrsting
scenea. iHis Negroes dramstiocelly express thelr longings
for freedom and sre heroes LQ their roles, 1ITwain argues

that the Aegro had never accepted slavery and ", , ., was

57 iwaln, dark Twain's dotevook, p. 393.
S8 sernard De Voto, Mark Twsin's Americs, p. 06.




entitled to emjoy the full fruits of demoeracy., ">?

In his autobiocgrephy, Twain described his esrly feel--
ing toward the Negroes, saying that they were his friends
and thet those of hils own age were "in effect comrades, "0
He clarified thies quelificaetion by expleining that color and
condition, of which both partlies were consclous, rendered
complete fusion 1Ip0ll1b1|.61 He further atated that Uncle
Dan'l, a middle-aged slave who had the best mind in the Negro
querters, had served him well for many years, Iwain charace
terized Uncle Dan'l for half a century in his books under
the name, Uncle Dan'l, and as "Jim," 1Iwain sent hiam down
the Missiesippi on e raft and across the Sahars Lesert in a
balloon, end Uncle Den'l ", . . endured it all with patisnce
and friendliness and loyalty which were his blrthright,"62

He eslao attributed to Uncle Lan'l such sdjectival tags as
faithful, affectionate, honest, simple-hesrted, and warmly

- Bympathetic, One encounters Lim in lhe Gllded Age mnd The

Americen Clalmant bearing his nsme, Uncle Lan'l, and as Jim
in the immortel book, The Adventures of Huckleberry :inn,

59Pnilip 5. Foner, op. eit., p. 216.

6°1vain, The Autoblograpny of Mark Twain, p. 5.
61‘-“0 cit.
Lo

6210¢, git
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when Uncle Dan'l and his wife, Aunt Jinny, resched
the Mississippi in The Ji:ilded Age (1873), Twalr initlated
something quite new in fiction, 63 In them, he wes bringing
to Americen litersture & theme whigh 1t had relused before,
. Apart from Twain, the institution cof slavery had no plece
in the rietion of the nineteenth c.ntury.$h

In the following scene, iwsin illustrates the famile
iel sspect of slavery in Uncle Ven'l's simple=hearted
devotion to the Hewkins children who had pillowed thelr
heads on Lis shoulders oplght el ter night, 4t the same time,
Ofwaia depicts the religious nature of the Negro., After
supper, Aunt Jinny end Uncle ben'l srrenged tremselves with
. the Hawkins chlldren on & log end discussed the marvelous
"rdver. ihe moon rose and seiled threough the e¢louds,
- brightening the river; a deep silence was broken et intervals
by the hoot of an owl, or the crsah of e distsnt esving bank,
in simplieity end ignorance, the little company assembled on
the log were ell like childrern, awed by the greandeur of the
. 8cene before them, and they belleved that the alr wes [llled
with inviesible spirits, A supernetural atmosphere perveded

thelr telk, end their voices beceme low and revovunt.65

63{:. voto, op. elt., p. 2%2.
Siioc, git.
S5pwain, the Gilded Age, p. 20,
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In the derkness, Uncle Dan'l spied a steamboat coming
the river, coughing, smoking, and spittling fire.
sken with fear, he took it to be "de Almighty" and
ipped to his knees and offered nhis supplications:

0 Lord, we's ben mighty wicked, sn' we

knows dat we 'serve to go to de bad place,
but good Lord, deah Lord, we ain't ready yet,
e ain't ready--let des po chll'en hab one
" mo' chance, jes' one mo' chance , . . . Good

Lord, good deah Lord, . . . dese chil'en

don't b'long heeh, dey's f'm Obedstown whah
‘dey don't know nuffin, en' youégnoUI, yo'! own

gef, dat dey ain't 'sponsible,
iflaning and churning stesmer was abreasat of the party.
ul thundering noise suddenly burst forth, drowning
g prayer, Uncle Den'l grabbed a child under each arm and
d into the woods, BSuddenly, ashamed of himself, he
ypped and feebly shouted, "Heah I 1s Lord, Heah I 1sl"
iin points up the fsithfulness of Uncle Dan'l, ", . .
life was consecrated to the children,"67 when Uncle
']l offered himself in their place, To the surprise and
t of all, "the Lord" turned = point up the river, the
ghts winked out, and the coughing ceased, "Deys some
~aay dey ain't no 'ficlenecy ln prah, Dls chile would

to know whah we'd 'a' ben now if it warn't fo' dat prlh1‘68

66Ibid., p. 21
670‘ Yoto, or. E_LE.’ Pe 75-
68Twlin, The Ullded Age, p. 22,
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8 here evidenced, Twein expresses the closeness of the
egro to his God. Oladys Bellamy ssid that Twain ". . .
mderstoed that to the black rece of the time, Heaven was
t s few miles sway at any given moment,"®? lierein is,
180, the revelation of the Negro's conception of e physical
od with an out-reaching dlspocition.7°

Nineteen years later, old Dan'l and Jinny appesar in
's The Americen Claimant ss the Sellera's housekespers,
rfih the yoers, Twein's portrait hed changed., iNow Dan'l ia
8 white-hesded old msn with spectscles and damaged white
©tton-gloves; yet, when he appears at the door to admit
J’lllru" Weshington Hawkins, he 1a, despite the ravages of
War, a2 model of stateliness, In lrs, Sellers's account of
the lives of the couple during the intervening years, Twaln
- @xposes the pathetlc status after the peace of many slaves:

"fere's old Den'l and Jinny, that the

sherlfi sold South one of the times that we got
bankrupted before the war--they came wonderlng
back after the peace, worn out and used up con
the cotton plantations, helpless, and not
another lick of work left In their old hides
for the rest of thils earthly pilgrimsge--and
we so pinched, o 80 plnched for the very
erumbs to keep life in us, ard he just flung

the door wide, and the way he received them
Jou'd have thought they had come stralght

69'1‘13(”‘ C. ﬂoll.fly’ 22. £l-_t_op Pe aqqo
"Loe. cit.
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down from hesven in snawer toc prayer , « . «

They're so poor, end old, and friendleas,

and--"
It 1s clear that Twain exemplifies in Mulberry Sellers and
his wife the feeling of some of the Southerners for their
ex-slaves, Mrs, Sellerz teakes Mulberry aslde and protested
. that they could not feed the old couple, Hulberry replied,
"Turn them out?--snd they've come to me just es confident
and trusting--I must heve bought that confidence, and given
my note,"72 Mra, Sellers was ashamed, end with new courage
she sald softly, "We'll keep theme--the Lord will provide,"73
To Washington's inquiry ebout thelr helping with the house-
work, she felt they would 1f they eould, and seild that
perhapes "the poor old things" think they do some of it,
Dan'l waited on the front door snd sometimes went on en
errand, and both of them pretend to dust, Dut the fact
wes thet they had to keep a young Negro girl to take care of
Ihem, and & Negro womsn to do the hcusework and help with
the csre of the two old people, "Members of the family
is just what they become~--the members of the femlily, in fact,

And scometimes master and mistress of the houlohold.'7u

Tliwain, The Americesn Claiment, p. 22.
T2Loe. cit.

7}&22, eit,

T4Ibsd,, p. 63.
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fhese two, Sellers told Hawkina, were ", . . mighty good
and loving snd falthful and honest."7> However, they did
just sbout as they pleased,

Twain's portrait of the ex-slave 1s completed with
Hawkin'e comment that Uncle DJen'l and Jinny ought to be
happy. Mrs, Sellers told Hewkins that the two gqusarreled
mueh of the time about religion, Den'l's being e Dunker
Baptist and Jinny a shouting Methodist seemed to be the
provniiing reason, They did talk and chatter and play
and sing plentation hymns together, They were sincerely
fond of each other and thought the world of Mulberry, who
put up with their foolishness and spoiled ways, rirs,
Sellers supposed they were happy enough,

Pudd'nhesd Wilson, published in 1393, 1s concerned
with the complexities of human nature and civillsqtion as
presented in the historicasl community of Dawson's Landing,

which Twaln had known Lntluately.76

Though Lawson's Landing
is san attrective villege with white cottages almost coh-

cealed by moerning-glories, honeysuckle, and climbing rosese-
& rose-scented spot--sleepy, contented, and comfertable with

steamboats passing up aand down the river every hour or 8o,

75Loc. git.

: 76r, A, Leavis, "Mark ?uain'n Neglected Classic:
The Horal Astringency of Iu ad Wilson, Commentary
X1 (February, 1956)’ Pe . ’



M, . . 1t had the canker of slavery esting at 1ts hesrt,"77
In his trestment of slavery, Twaln beccmes a defender of the
>'ogro rece,

Unquestionebly, the hercine of the s=tory 1s Hoxena,
the slave-girl., CUnly by Twain's definition and socisl con-

iltlcn wes Hoxy black., Tweln portrays her as being indis-

‘tingulshseble from one whose skin is white:
4 She was of majestic form and atsture, her
attitudes were imposing and ststuesque, and her
gestures and movements distinguiswe’ by a noble
and atately grace. Her complexion was very
falr, with the rosy glow of vigorous heslth in
her cheeks, Ler face was full of charscter and
expression, her eyes were brown and liquid,

and she had & heavy suit of soft heir which

wes also brown, but the faet wes not apparent

. because her head was bound about with & check-
' ered handkerchief and the halr was concealed

. under 1t., GHer face was shapely, intelligent,

! end comely--even beautiful, She had an easy,
independent carrlage--when she wea among her
own caste--snd a2 high and "sassy" way, withal;
. but of course she was mo’g end humble enough
where white people were,’

From her manner of speech, one would have expected her to be
black, but she wes a ", , . passionste, complex, and besuti-
ful mulatto."79 Only cne-sixteenth of her wes blsek, snd

‘that one-sixteenth dominated the other parts and mede her a

Hegro, snd ss such, she wes & salable slave, Feldler pays

778ellamy, op. cit., p. 33¢6.
73Twain, Fudd'nhead Wilson, p. 12
79es11e &, Fledler, Love end Death in the American

Novel, p. 386,
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tribute to Hoxy by describing her as a ", . ., truly living
woman distinguished from the wooden lmages of virtue and
bitchery that pass for females in Americsn novels, "0
Her child by Cecil Burleigh Essex, a white Virginis gentle-
men was even less the wooly-haired, blubber-lipped carica -
ture then she, With his blue eyes and flaxen curls, the
baby 1le hardly distinguishable from Thomas 'e Secket Driscoll,
who wes born the same day to Mrs. Driscoll,Bl

Twain esserts thet the slaves were justified in
stesling from their masters because the slaveholders had
robbed the Negroes of their freedom.22 They had an unfair
showing in the battle of life, and they held 1t no sin teo
take provisions from the pantry, or a& brass thimble, a cake
of wax, a paper of needles, a doller bill, some small
articles of clothing, or any other property of smell value,
Twain's explanetion shows that the fact that they did not
consider these reprisals sinful enabled them to go to church
and ", . ., shout and prey their loudest and slncerest with
thelr plunder in their pockets."3 Twein points out that
even the colored descon himself could not resist temptation

BQEQS- eit,

S1Loe. clt.

32roner, op. git., p. 387.
837wain, Pudd'nhead Wilson, p. 15.
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if Providence showed him in a dream, or by other means,
where a ham was hanging, Moreover, ITwain relates an ineci-
dent wherein the Negro justifies his action:
Un frosaty nights the humene negro prow=-
ler would warm the end of a plank and put it
up under the cold claws of chickens roosting
in a tree; a drowsy hen would step on to the
comfortable board, softly clucking her gratie
tude ancd the prowler would dump her Into hise
bag, and later into his stomach, perfectly
sure that In taking this trifle from the men
who daily robbed him of his ineatimable
treasure--his liverty--he was not committing
any 8in that God uould,ﬁomambor against him
in the Last Oreat Lay.®
Tweain deplcts the Hegro's lot with savage irony when
he Introduces Mr,., Driscoll, Hoxy's msster, as ", . . & fairly
humene men toward slaves and other animals,"S He could
not sbide theft, end apparently there was a thief 1n hils
house--end it aust be one of his NHegroes, He called theam
together; beeldes Hoxy, there were three--a man, & woman,
- and a twelve year old boy., He threatened to sell the thief,
" but a denisl was volced by eeach, HKone had atolen anything
==pxcopt maybe @ little sugar or cake that ", . . Marse
Percy wouldn't mind or mias."86 ihe slave was treated

rather less kindly than a dog or cat would have been,

Bh1nia., p. 16.
851v14., p. 14.

S6L0c. alk.
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Twain, next, gives an example of Hoxy's moral code,
He expleins that the truth was, sll were gullty except Hoxy,
and that she had been saved In the nick of time by a revival
in the colored Methodist Church a fortnight before, at whiech
time and place she "got religion,” The very next day after
~ the experience, Iwain explains that her master left a couple
~ of dollars lying on a desak, and she happened upon that
temptation when she was polishing and exclaimed, "Dad
blame dat revival, I wisht it had & be'n put off till tomore
row1"37 She covered the tempter with a book end snother
8lave got it, Her sacrifice was a matter of religious
etiguette, not a thing she intended to become precedent.
"A week or two would limber up ner plety, . . ."°0 and the
next two dollars would be hers! The question comes to mind,
was Hoxy bad? Was she worse than the general run of her race?
Leavis says that ", ., . thleving is not just an exhibition
of Hegro tralts, but 'her race' is the human raoo."39 Yot a
profound terror took peosseasion of Hoxy as Fercy iriscoll
threatened to sell sll four slaves down the river, Iwailn

indicates that being socld down the river was eqguivalent to

'37Mo' P. 15.
82 Lo, glt,
Y9Leavis, op. cit., p. 123,
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belng condemned to holllgo After the confession and supe
plications of the Negroes, Driscoll closed the gates of
hell against them by promising to sell them in the
immediate vicinity. Iwaln notes, then, thst pleased with
his magnanimity, Drlscoll set the incident down in his
dlary, so thet in the years to come, his son might read it

"e « o« moved to deeds of gentleness and humanity."9l

and be

in the scenes thst follow, & megnificent portrait
of loxy emerges, She was stricken with horror at the
thought of her child's growing up and being sold down the
river! She gathered him to her heart and poured out her
love upon him, As she tucked her beby into its cradle, the
other child nestled ian his sleep end attracted hoxy's atten-
tiocn., She stoecd over the child s long time communing with
herself, The scenes to follow prove Twain's deep under-
Standing of the Jdegro, He 1llustirates the desperate state
of enslavement to the unfortunate race:

"What has my po' baby done, dat he could-

n't have yod luck? Fe hain't done noth'n,

dod was good to you; why wern't he good to nhim?

Jey can't sell you down de river., 1 hates yo'!

peppy; he aln't got no hearte--for niggers he

hain't, anywsys. I hates him, en I could kill

him!" She pasused ewhlle, thinking; then she
burst into wild sobbings sgein, ., . ."=--killin®

707wain, Pudd'nhesd Wilsen, p. 16.
qlibido y P 17.
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wouldn't save de chile fum goin down de
river . . . Come along, honey, along wid
mammy; we gwine to jump in de river, den de
troublea o' dis worl' is sll over--dey don't
sell po' niggers down the river over yondcr."92
Twaln erranges his central Ineldent so that Hoxy must
face temptation beyond her will to resist, ioxana had held
&t her breast both her own child and that of her master,
They were black and white milk-brothorl.93 {he father of
the white chlld was able to tell the chilldren apart only by
" their clothes, Thua, Hoxy had no trouble iln switching the
"ilo in thelr eradles, 1an the South there 1s no absolute
distinction of black and white; there is merely an imaginary
- line--crossed and recroased by the white men's luste--that
" made one of two physically identical bables ", , . by a
' flctlon of lew and custom a Negro."7% As iloxy laid the heir
" of the house in her own chlld's cradle, her human compassion
- may be noted as she invokes & compaasionate God:
"l's sorry for you honey; I's sorry, God
know I is-~but what kin I do? Yo' pappy
would sell him to lomnbody some ti-, en den
he'd go down de river, -ho » Sg couldn't,
couldn't, gouldn't sten' 1t,"

Twain points out Hoxy's Judgment of moral values by the

QZLELQ., Pe 19

93riedler, op. cit., p. 387.
hioe, cit.

9STuain, FYudd'ohesd wilson, p. 21,
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geauge of what white folk do, She begen to think, and a
comforting thought came to her., ", . . 'Tain't no sin--
white folks hss done itl It ain't no sin, glory te good-
pness it ain't no aln!'ég floxy reasons thet if white folk
do & thing then 1t is right and good; if white folk do not
gommit nor sanction an act, then it is wrong, &She leels
fecure and fustifiled in the switehing of the children in
their cradles., Twain showa that she further justified her
switeh on religious grounds, 5She gathered out of her meme
ory the dim perticulars of what the old Negro preacher hed
told them, end she felt happy.

Twain shows that there wesa only one wan whom Hoxy
econsidered intelligent enough to recognize the deception,
and that man was Uavlid Wilson, the pudd'nhead, TIhough he
wae celled a fool Ly the villagers, !loxy conslderec him no
more foolish than she, In reality both wers ocols, soxy
resolved to lec¢ Wilson [lngerprint the bables esgain, 1if he
did not notice the chsnge no one would notice it, and she
would be safe, !r. Wilson took the [ingerprints, ladbeled
and deted tiem, and put them carelully away. Ile dliscovered
nothing and noxy returned home jJjubllantly, and put her [gel-

ing of gullt permanently out of her mind, Twain gives an

9%1v14d., p. 22.
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over-powering depiction of the ireny of FRoxy's exchanging
the infents in order to save her son from bondage., The
very act which brings setisfaction to Aoxy is later to be
the incerimineting evidence wnich sends her son to the dreade
ful fate from which she has tried so despersately to save
him, Hoxy's success in saving Valet de Chambers from belng
8 slave had erected a frightful barrier between child and
mother, The child becsme her accepted snd recognized
master., In babyhood "Tom" cuffed and bsnged and serstched
the "ralse little slave" unrebuked., Throughout their boy=
hood the "false Chambers" was strong beyond his years
because he was coarsely fed and worked hard ebout the house.
And "Tom" hsted him for his superiorities of physigue and
pluck, and for his cleverness, Twain, having now completely
merged the races, has "Tom" tesech Hoxy "her plasce," too,
She could not caress or showhher love for him becasuse such
fhingl from a "nigger" ware revulsive to him snd she wsa
warned to keep her distance, She sew "her dsrling" cesse
being her son ind become & monster, She shrank from
mother to chattel slave--her son's doge--the victim of his
viclous nature,

Cccasionally, Twain permits one to loock into the
secret thoughte of Hoxy and to view the 11l treestment of

the Negro at the lande of 2 merciless and false sristocrat,
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"He struck me, en I wara't no way to blame--
gtruck me in de face, rigut before folks, Zn he's
al'aya cellin' me nigger-wench, en hussy, en all
dem mean names, when l's dein' de very bes' I kin.
3:’t§°:g;t1hf°2:-::nn::2 {:rwgitpilgitr:o:l:t:=s¥

At times, Tom happened to be good to Hoxy, His being so
healed the "sore places” and she was happy. Iwain relates,
Be i Happy end proud, for this was her son, her nigger
son, lording 1t among the whites and secursly svenging
their crimes against her race,"?

With the death of Ferecy Driscoll, loxy wes set free.
Twair's portrait of her becomes spasmotic, fluctuating
between grandeur end lowlinesa. Hoxy decided to ", ., .
eclear out and see the world, . . the ambition of her race
and sex,"99 Eight years passed before Hoxy reappeared., In
her freedom, Twain points out that she was infatuated with
adventure and the 1nd.§0ndonco of steamboat life, sShe
became head chambermaid and & favorite with the offlcers.
She had lived a steady life, and banked four dollars each
month a8 a provision for her old age., In Hoxy's terms,

"+ « 8he was well fixede~rich,"100 She vowed to be forever

971bid., p. 3h.
Broc, eit.

991bid., P. 35.
1001p14., p. S6.
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independent of the human race if thls eould be asccomplished
by hard work snd economy. At the same tlme she lsolated
herself from the degro race just as she had protected her
son from the Negro race, However, when she once agsin
becomes homeless and a pasuper, Twain makes clear ironically
encugh, that it is to her Negro friends--lowly comredes of
her youth--to whom she turns for the neceseitiez of lile.
She knows thet they will not let her atarve. She begen to
long to see her son, I1ime had erassed the bitterness, and
she let her mind dwell on his occazionel scts of kindness,
By the time she resched Lawson's lending, she was
her old self sgsin, 5She knew she would get along and be
bhappy. There were many kitchens where the servants would
share their mesals with her. Thus, Twain illustrates the
slave's concern for his own rece., When roxy heard the
announcement that the judge had pald two hundred dollars
for Tcm's gambling debts, she exclaimed, "Sskes slive, it's
'mos' enocugh to buy a tol'able good second-hend nigger
wid,"101 At last, she ", ., , sent to beg him to let his
po cle nigger memmy have jes one sight of him and die for
joy."102 iiere is iwsin's most drematic presentation of

EoXxy a8 she enters the room with the attitude of the born

1011bid4,, p. 60.

1021p44,, p. 61,
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slaeve--a plceture of humbleness snd bege for her son's love,
but "Tom" wants nothing to do with & "nigger," "y lan',
how you is growed, honeyl! look at me good; does you
'member old snoxy?--does you know you old nlgger mammy,
honey?"103 His reply was e curt, "Cut it short, it,
cut 1t short! What 1s 1t you want?"104 lioxy was hurt to
the heart, her bresst began to heave, the tesrs ceme, and
8he wea moved to appeal to her boy's cherity. She offered
her supplicatiocn and received a heartleas rebuke:

"Oh, Merse Tom, de po' ole memmy is in sich
herd luck dese days; en she kinder crippled in de
ermg en can't work, en if you could glmme & dolleh
-=on'y jes one little dolee"

Tom was on his feet so suddenly that the sup-
plicant was startled into & jump herself, .

"A dollar le-give you & doller! I've s notion
to strangle you! Ils thet your errand here? Clesr
out! and be quick abou% 1t 1*105

Twain 1llustretes that Hoxy's appesl to her son's charity
for & paltry dollar intensifies his went of money, money
which he so desperately needs to pay his gsmbling debts,
Twain's portrait becomes one of majeaty ss Roxy
looms ebove Tom, She told Tom the bitter truth of his

Negro blood end that he wes her son. Llespite his protestsae

tiona et the rejection, she informs him:

1031n14d., p. 42.

10k 1nid., p. 63.

lji:uoc. git,
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"Deh's one thing yo's got to stop, Valet de

Chambers, You cen't cell me 2g§§i gsame as 1f you

was my equal, Chillen don't spe to dey mammiea

like dat. You'll cellme me or mammy, dat's what

you'll call me~-least ways when dey ain't nobody

eroun', Say 1tt"l06
Twain continues this majestic portreysl in & later scene
between Hoxy end her son, Ag Hoxy sat down on her csndle-
bex, the pride and pomp of her victoriocus attitude made it
2 throne, She drew hersell up with a gueenly toss of her
head =28 she releted the story of the high quelity of the
father who had hed ", , ., de blgges' funersl dis town ever
seed,"197 und her bearlng tock to ltself & dignity and
state that mlight truly have psssed for a queenly one 1f
her surroundings had been a little more in keepirg. "ley
ain't enother nigger in dis town dat's as higu-born as you
is. . . . En Jes you hold yo' head up as high as you want
to==you hes de right.“10° To ioxy the white person is highe
born end possesses rights and privileges to which the hegro
ie not entitled., OShe hss given thls right snd privilege
to her son through s white father, Slnce he is the son of

Colenel Cecil Burleigh Zssex, he 1s & person of the highest

quality in Cawson's Landing, Hoxy directs Tom to exert his

1061pn14., p. 72.
1071p14,, ». 75.
10810e, cit,
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heritage., Ue Voto says that this observation of Twain's
emphasizes the grandeur in liu:xy.:m9 Later that night,
"Tom" swoke from his sleep snd Twain shows Tom's thinking
in this fashion:
"Why were niggers and whites made? What crime
did the uncrested first nigger commit that the curse
of birth was decrsed for him? And why is this
awful difference meade between white snd bDlsck?, . .
How hard the nipgger's fate seems, this morning l--
Yet until lsst night such & thought never entered
my head,"110
According to Foner, the snswer to fom's question is that
there was no cr.me committed by the "uncreated first Wegro,"
It wea the white man's greed for profit that mesde what
Foner cslls ", . . this awful difference between white end
bleck,"11l
There 1s unsurpassed besuty in Iwain's next depic-
ticn of the Negro, A motherhood as pure &8s any could ever
poseibly be emerged in Hoxana, end her heart wes touched
when she found "Tom" in despeir and misery indebted to
gamblers, Twain suggests that Hoxena felt that Tom wes
ruined past hope; thet his destruction would be immediate

and sure, and thet he would be 2n outecast end friendless,

She jJudged thet these were ressons enough for e mother to

logi). Voto, 22. °1t-' Pe 2‘]20

1107wein, Pudd'nhead Wilson, p. 76.
ill:oner, op. eit., p. 159.
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help her child; she loved Tom and told him so., He wincedee
for she was & "nigger." Thet he was one himsell was a
thought which was fer from reconciling him to that desplsed
race, Nevertheless, with theae following words Twain has
Roxy offer herself to be sold into slsvery to ssve Tom:
"Ain't you my child? En does you know anye

thing that a mother won't do for her child? Dey

ain't noghin' & white mother won't do for her

chile., Who made 'em so? De Lord done 1it., £&n

who made de niggers? Le lord made 'em., .o de

inside, mothera i1as sll de same, Le good Lord

made 'em so, 1'a gwyne to be sole into slevery,

en in a year 13u'a gwyne to buy yo' cle manny

free again,"1
Tom's reply, "It's lovely of you, mammy,"ll] wes more than
reward enough for aoxye. it would hesl foxy's heartachea as
She was enduring & life ol slavery and abuse, Iiwain hes her
g0 ewey heart-droken alfter lavishing tears and caressea upon
Tom, In her mother's heart she was proud and glad that she
eould make such a sacrilice., Ilwain, now, emphasizes extreme
pity. Un the boat, hoxy sita and cries far into the nignt.
"She pessed meny a snag whose 'break' could have told her a
thing to bresk her heart, . . . but her thoughts were else-

where,"1l4 At lest, she is made consclous of the deception

1127wain, fudd'nhead Wilson, p. 143.

11310¢, cit.
ililbid., p. 146,
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of a gullty son to & secrificing mother, end she is petri-
fied, "Oh, de good Lord CGod have merecy on po' sinful me«
I's sole down de river!"1l5 And ioxy reallzes her son's

betrayal, Here, Twain portrays "Tom,"

when he was supposed-
ly white, 8s a Judeas to Hoxy, his own mother, 4soxy held
herself responsible for this ect. As the novel ends, "Toam,"
guilty of murder, but yet & veluable slave was sold down

the river, Ironically, the real heir could not cover the
vulgar, uncouth manners of a slave, wlith money and fine
clothes, Thus, he ", . ., sSuccuabs to the degrading influ=-
ences of alavory.'116 Hoxy wea heartbroken and her lsughter
ceased, but she found solace in her church which sssured
her peace, Iwien Indicates that she hes to find eguality
beyond the travall of this earth, aud stresses that her
plety was no sham, but was & strong and sincere one,

Twain has loxy seem tc assume that the bleckness of
the skin carried with it & moral weakness., As she taunts
her son, so the white blood in her veins screams constantly
to her, "You're a Negro," Yet, she makes no secret cof being
desired by the white aristocratic gentlemen, O&he epparently

takes pride in 1llegitimacy eand miscegenation and refuses

115Loc. eit.,

115§ugh Me Gloater, Negro Voices in Americsn sicticn,

p. 1k,
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to be courted by the black Jasper, She blames her Negro
blood for Tom's downfell, Twain appears to believe that

the color of the #kin should not be a measuring stick for
human qualitiesz, as it seems to be in white soclety and as
Roxy assumed., If Foxy's son turned out bad, which unques-
ticnably he did, his fell should not be charged to the

small tinge of Negro bleood, Fartially, if not wholly,

Twain attributes it to the fact that in Tom's role as the
mas ter--the superior being--he wes pampered and spoiled

end smothered with a laviagh, and sometimes unwise, mother-
dove, It 1s ironicel of Twain's handling of the situation
that "Soxy's maternsl devotion plays agsinst Tom's hesrte-
less egotism,"117T foxy is as noble as sanybody., Twein has
portrayed her a2 noble and human and good--an unforgettableec
character, In agreement with Leasvis, she is a "triuvaphent
vindication of 1ife 1tself,"118 e Voto says thet ™. . .
literature may meke another essay of slavery--but is
unlikely to go beyond the superstition, affection, malice,
and loyslty of this woman, "119

Iwain's next glant portrait of the legro 1is certainly

Nlgger Jim, the co-hero of The Adventures of Huckleberry

1171 6avie, "Introduction,” Fudd'nhesd Wilson, p. 2.

11810c, eoit.
1195‘.

Voto, op. cit., p. 291,
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£inn, e is, perhsps, the best example in nineteenth
century Ciction of the legro slave=-illliterste and super-
stitlous, yet yearning deeply for freedomn. Jim 18 intro-
duced Into the atory as a figure of physical dignlty--
Mias Watson's "big nigger" silhouetted 1In the kitechen door
with the light behind him,120 In the early chepters of
the book, Twain uses superstition as & symbol of diffecence
be tween the Negro and the white charactnrl.lzl ror example,
Jim owned & heir ball from the fourth stomach of an ox,
with which he could do megic, and Le could resd dreams end
was versed in signs, One must remember that this chsracter
wes & vulnersble comlc Negro in the beginning of Twein's
nevel, As the plot advances, however, so does Iwaln's
portrayal of Jim's nobility snd humanness gather momentum,
Twaln carefully explains why Jim must escepe, ard
Buck's reaction to a "runaway" slave, Jim, suspecting
thet he wez about to be "sold dewn the river" escsped to
Jackson's island, Huck Finn, baving faked his own murder,
did the same, When the tweo encouater each other on the
island, Huek is glad to see Jim snd was not lonescne anye

more. Le proulsed nol to tell on Jim for running away,

1205011‘”’ 22. C_ii.' Pa 2930

. 121paniel G, Hotrmmz "Jim's Magie: Black or White?,"
rican Literature, XXXII (HMarch, 1l960-January, 1961)
Pe E,. 4
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even though he would be called & low-down sbolitionlist
and be desplsed for keeping mum, Jim explained to Hueck:

Well, you see, 1t "us dis way. Cle missuse-
dat's Misa Watson--she pecks on me sll de tlme,
en treests me pooty rough, but she swluz said she
wouldn' sell me down to Orleans, OoSut 1 noticed
dey wes & nigger trader roun' de place conaldable
lately, en 1 begin to get oneasy, Well, one
night i creeps to de do' pooty late, en de do!
warn't guite shet, en 1 hear ole missus tell de
widder she gwyne to sell me down to Orlesns, but
she didn' want to, but she cculd git eight
hund'd dellers for me, en 1t 'us sich a big stack
o' money she zouldn' resis', De widder she try
to glt her to say she wouldn' do 1%, but I never
waited to hear de res', I 11t out mighty qulek,
I tell you.122

Twain pointe out ironically, that it is Miss Watson,
prettling of mercy, preayer, end such, who treats Jim
severely, and who, in apite of her promise not to separate
him from his family, cannot hersell resist the :uoney.‘m3
William Dean Howells relates that no Americen of
Northern birth or breeding could have imagined, as did
Twalin, the spiritual struggle wi ich Huck experiances in
deciding to alid Jim in hie escepe to rreodon.lah Iwain saw
in the possibilitlies of the character of Huck en opportunity

to show the tremendous task of overcoming the conventions of

1229vwain, The Adventures of Huckleberry Fimn, p. 60

123Kkenneth S, Lynn, Huckleberry Finn Text, Sources,
and Criticism, p. 215,

lzhi‘mlllll, Op. 2&0] Pe 172,
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8 slave soclety. He begins by having Huck regard Jim very
much a8 a white Southerner would regerd a slave., GUrsduslly
Huck discovers that Jim is & humen being deserving cf his
protection, friendahip, and love, The gredual change which
Twaln shows thet 1s teking place within Huek 1s accompanied
- by a struggle which the suthor sees between the ideology
and mores of a slave society end the humanity of the boy.u-|5

Huck, as Twaln depicts him, enlists himself in the
quest for freedom when he ventures to the islend and informs
Jim that a sesrching perty is on ite way. "'Git up and hump
yourself, Jim!' he erles. 'They're after us !'"1€0 [eo Marx
thinks that what is particularly impertant, here, is Twain's
use of ua, Huck employs the proncun te identify himself
with Jim in the flight from llavory.127 No one 18 after
Huck; no one, other than Jim, knows he 1s alive, Here, then,
fwein begins the combined effort for Jim's freedom,

In Chapter XVI soon after the start down the river,
Twain portraye Huck wrestling with opposed {eelings: =
sense that he 1s being "mean" to /ilss Wataon for not turning
in her esmcaping slsve, e&nd an swarensss of Jim's dependence

and trust, 4s Jim describes his plane to buy his wife once

1253“‘012\.!‘. OB E;t-. Pe 205,
12°Twnin. fhe Adventures of tuckleberry “inn, p. 36.

127T@oted in Lynn, op. cit., p. 204,
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he is free, the two of them work together to buy thelr two
ehildren out of slavery, or get an ab'litionist to steal
them if their mester won't sell them, Twain lets ", . . &ll
Huck's Southern reesring come to the fore,"128

It most froze me to hesr such talk, le
wouldn't ever dere to talk such &slk in his life
before., Just see what & difference it made In
bim the minute he Judged he was free, It wes
sccording to the old saying, "Give & nigger &n
inch an he'll take &n ell.” , . . Here was this
nigger, which I had ss good ss helped to run
eway, comlng right out flastefooted end saying he
would stesl his cehildrene-children thet belonged
to a man 1 dida't .VOEZSROH: s men that hadn't
ever done me no herm,

Tuck's consclence bothered him until he finally
resolved to paddle eshore te tell on Jim, and es he paddles
off, Twein mekes Muck aweres of Jim's gratitude for helping
him gain freedom once Huck snd Jim reasch Cairo, Jim says,
"Dah you goes, de ole true Fuck; de on'y white genl'men dat
ever kep! his promise to ole Jim,"130 Huck felt slck, e
got beck on the raft feelin: depressoed because he krew that
he had done wrong in protecting Jim, Yet, Jim volces .ls
gratefulness, "I tell you chile, I 'srec it save' ole JiMee

ole Jim sin't golng to ferget you for das, honoy.'131

125¢oner, 9p. git., ps 207.

1291wain, The Adventures of luckleberry Fiman, p. 12l.
1301b1d., p. 125.

1311pid., p. 128,
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Jim iz ettempting to rejoln his family; he lovishes his
paternel affections and love on Huck, celling him honey and
doing everything he can for him in & paternal wly.132 in
8uch wise, Twain identifies Jim 22 a father imege,

&
fter JLm.‘nd Huek were sepsarated from sach other

in the fog, Twain then hes Huok return to ths reft to find
Jim sitting there asleep. When Jim ewakens, Huck decelves
him by pretending to have been thers all the time, EHuck
tries to make Jim balleve that sll of the troubles heve been
& dream, end even has Jim interpret the dresm, When Huck
esks whet 18 the algrifiecance of the leaves and rubbish on
the reft s well ss the smssheéd oer, Jim looksz at this trash
end then at Fuck without smiling, eand, deeply hurt, replies:
What do dey sten' for? I's gwyne to tell you,

wWhen I got all wore out wid work, en wid de cellin'

for you, en went to sleep, my hesrt wug mos' broke

bekase you wuz los', en 1 didn' k'yer no' wmo' what

become er me en de raf', En when I wake up en fine

you back ag'in, ell sefe en scun', de tears come,

en I could 's' Bot down on my knees en kiss you

foot, I's so thankful, &n all you waz thinkin'

'bout wuz how you could meke a fool uv ole Jim wid

& lle, Dlat truck is trash; en trash ls what

pecple ls dat puts dirt on de head er dey fren's

en mekes 'em ashamed,"133
Twain's concept of the pathos and dignity of Jim is obvious
in this passage. Lionel Trilling says that Twain here has

touched ths pride of humen effection-=the pride of true

ljzbymp OP. M" Pe 21“+‘
133Tvain, Ihe Adventures of Huekleberry :'lua, p. 119.
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dignity in the Negro., Huek's pride of atsetus, that of
being a white man, venishesl34 and he breaks entirely with
Southern tradition and humbles himself end le glad that he
did, Twain incorporates this attitude into the following
passege which he mssigned to Fuck in the novel:
It was fifteen minutes before 1 could work

myself up to go and humbls myself to & nigger;

but [ done it, and I warn't ever sorry for it

afterwerd, neither, 1 didn't do him no more

meen tricks, and I wouldn't done that one L{ std

'a' knowed 1t would make hlm [eel that way. 35
Cleserly, Twain has tranaformed Jlm into the symbol of a
morsl zulde, a father, and director,

Cn another occasion, Tweln permitted Luck to believe
that Jim was a "amlghty good nigger." The episode occurs
when Fuck awskens Just et daybresk on the reft to hesr Jim
moening., Yueck does not “let on," but he knows the resson
for Jim's sorrow, Jim 1s thinking sbout his wife and
ehildren, &and he 1s blue and homesick, Here, Twa!r mani-
ferts Iin Jim 8 longing for freedom and & reunion witu his
femily, Twain hes Huck conclude?

. do believe 8 cared just as much lor uis
people as white folks does for their'n., it
don't seem natursl but I reckon it's so, Le was
often moaning ., . . and saying, "Feo' little
Vijgebeth! po' little Joanny! it's mighty herd;

I spec' 1 ain't ever gwyne to see you no mo',
no mo, 412°

134 uoted in Lynn, op. cit., p. 195,

135Twain, Tne Adveutures of :uckleberry <imn, p. 121,
1351Ibid., p. 215,
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In the case of Iwain's concept of Fap and Huck as repre=-
sentative members of a white famlly, Huck's remark taxes on
the quallities of an lronlc statement, However, Iwaln 1llus-
trates, as well, Jim's grlel and sadness cof being sepsrsted
from hia femily,
iwain further comments upon Jim's love for femily in
the passage involving Jim's astory of little Lizsbeth teold
to Euek, One recalls that after Llizabeth's recovery from
scarlet fever, Jim nhad ordered her to auut the door, Wwhen
8he refused, Jim gave her & sleap Sending her sprawling.
Upon his discovery that the culild was deaf, Jlm grabbed her
in his arms and cried:
"Oh, de po' little thingl Le Lord Uod

Almighty fo'give po' ole Jim, koze he never gwyne

to fo'glve ssell as long'a he livel Ch, she was

plumb deef en dumb, Fuck, pl deef en dumbew

en 1'd ben s-treat'n her sol"137
Here, Twaein consciously makes 1t lmpossible for a reader
to deny the human remorse wilch Jia feels upon his discovery
of the child's arflletion,

Twain's supreme test of Huck occurs when the "king"

and "duke" have made Jim & slave again for all his life,
"

« « «» 8nd amongst strsngers, too, for forty dirty dollars,"133
Jim's freedom terminated in his being put into chains on the

1371bid., p. 216.
1381p1d., p. 294,
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Frelps farm, Huck began to think that, since Jim could not
schieve freedom, he had better be a slave ot home where hia
femily was, Huck decided to write a letter to Tom Sawyer
informing Miss Watscn where Jim was, For two reasscns, Huck
gave up the letter writing, Hiss Watson, being engry
because of Jim's ungratefulness, would sell him straight
down the river ageln, snd 1f ehe did not, everybody would
naturally desplse an ungrsteful "nigger,” Jim would feel
"onsry and dlsgreced.” And "1t would get all sround that
Huck "inn helped a nigger to get hia freedom, "139 Here,
Twain portrays the struggle between Huck's treditions and
" . . what he feels in his heart,"l40 Huck became dls-
turbed; he trled to pray, but found thet he could not, He
wrote the letter to Miss Watson and felt cleansed of sin,
but he could not forget sll of the goodness end tenderneas
of Jim who had shown himself so profoundly greteful, FHe
thought over the trip down the river, Jim wae slweysa good,
Huck remembered, and shen he thought again of the letter, he
tore it up, He resolved to let Jim go free, Thus, Twain

Portrays ", . . humanity triumphing over consclence,"141

Huck declared, ", ., . All right then, I'1ll go to holl,'l1+2

139Loc. cit.

1i08ellamy, op. cit., pP. 343.
14lipchibald Henderson, Mark Iwain, p. 135,
1iZ2iwein, Ihe Adventures of Huckleverry :inn, p. 297.
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and for a starter, he was determmined to stesl Jim out of
slavery, again,

Tom Sawyer srrived at the farm with his plan, derived
from romantic novels, for Jim's rescue, Huck endures much
to stey near Jim and to work for his release, On the night
of the escepe when the three reach the reft, Twain ennobles
Jim, Fuck excleimed, "low, old Jim, you're a free man
ggain, and I bet you won't ever be = slave no more,"143
Everyone wes "glad" es could be, but Tom Sewyer was the
" « « gladdest because he hed a2 bullet in the calf of hie
leg. "1} Tom insisted thet they hurry and release the raft.
Huek and Jim were thinking and consulting, After they had
thought a minute, Huck saild, "Say i1t Jim,"145 Twein brings
the portrait to a greater intensity in Jim's reply:

Well, den dis 1s de wsy it looks to me, Huck,
Ef 1t wuz him uz bein' sot free, en one er de boys
wuz to get shot, would he say, 'Co on en seve me,
nemmine 'bout a doctor f'r to save dis one'? la
dat 1like Mars Tom Sawyer? VWould he say dat? You
bet ke wouldn't! MWell den is Jim gwyne to say it?
No say--I doen' budﬁe g step 'dout & doctor; not
if 1t's forty yeari"ll
in Jim's refusal to set the reft loose and his determinaticn

to do just what Tom Sawyer, who represents the higher level

U31ipid., p. 390,
ko, cit.
1h5;g;g.. p. 381.
h6i0e, eit.
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of society, would have done under the same clrcumstsnces,
Iwain's portrayal of nobleneas rises to a high peak, Jim
glves precedence to Tom's need for the doctor over his own
escepe to freedom, ‘Iwein makes Jim worthy of the evaluation
that Puck gives to him when he says, "1 knowed Jim was white
inside, "147

In the following aituation, Twain exemplifies the
attitude of meny Southerners toward the Hegro, OSome wsanted
to heng Jim so that all the "niggers" sround wouldn't be
trying to run away es "Jim done.," But the others reesoned:

e » » Gon't do 1t, it wouldn't enswer at all; he
aln't our nigger and nis owner would tura up and
meke us pay for him, sure, So thet cooled them
down a little, because tue people that's always
the most enxious for to rbeng & nigger thet hain't
done just right is always the very ones that
ain't the most anxicus to pay for him when they've
got thelr satisfaction out or him,

Iwain mskes his supreme apgeal for the segro's value
to soclety in the episcde which follows by having someone,
other than Huck, become aware of Jim's noble qualities., It
is the doctor who recognized the humanity in Jim when in
need of help to cut the bullet from Ton's leg. When he

said, "1've got to have help somehow , ., . out crawls this

nigger from somewheres and says he'll help, and he dene it,

1hi7ice, eit.
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‘too, and dons it very well,."I49 The doctor praised Jim.
®*I never see a nigger thst wss a better nuss or falthfuler,
and yet he was resking his freedom to do 1t,"150 The doce
tor liked Jim snd seild he was a gentlemen, !He told people
thet ", . . a nigger like that ls worth a thousand Zollars
«=gnd kind trestment, teo."15l Twsin deplcts Jim'e being
praised by soclety for this unselfieh act, but st the same
time, he hes Jim locked up agaln, Although the doctor and
others seemed amazed at Jim's risking capture to ald the
wounded Tom, Buck felt no surprise et sll, ™, , . I thought
he had a good heart in him and wes & good man the first
time I see him, "152

When Tom hed beocoms better and had learned thet Jim
did not get awey, he rose in his bed and seid, ", , . They
hain't no right to shut him up! Turn him loose! he ein't
no sleve, He's ss (ree as any ereture that waslka this
oarth!"153 Ffurthermores, old Miss Wstson had died two
months befors and in her remcrse of heving to sell Jim down

the river set him free in her will, Jim wes legally free,

U%Ibid,, p. 39%.
150L10e, cit.
1511bid., p. 395.
152100, oit.
1531n1d., p. 399.
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Free for what? Twein shows, to be a Negro agsin, And
Twelin asks one to ponder the questionsr What 18 emancipation?
How is freedom won?

Tack and Jim brought to their raft e humen creede-
the creed of brotherhood, and on the raft they had an oppor-
tunity to practice that creed. In this faet Twain alus a
15k

eriticiam et the existing soecial order. On the raft,
everybody felt right and satisfied and kind toward the others,
and Huck believed thet was ths good 1life, For Jim, tle river
" had & great syubolic mesning--freedom; in fact, "The Hoed to
Freedom" hzs been suggested as a subtitle for the book.155
It has been conjectured that, perhaps, Twain felt that freee
dom in a civilized socliety weas maintained only by one's
conforming to patterna.156 True to the pattern of present
times, the legro has not gained the [reedom thet wes proalsed
by the Emsncipaticn Froclamation, Could Twain's Phelps farm
episode be prophetic of today's soclety? 1Is there to be a
second emergence of the legrc from slaverye--the slavery of
represslon?

Iwain hes presented Nlgger Jim in 8 towering portrait,

galning for Jim respect and sdalretion and an acceptance as

194Lynn, op. clt., p. 206,
1553e11emy, op. cit., p. 3i2.
150mb1d., p. 307,
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a brother humen being whose heartaches all can surely share,

In The Adventures of Hucklebe fion, the inner goodnesas
of Huck and Jim menifests iteelf in a living Christian
theme of "Love thy delighbor,"157 Neither charscter 1s
complete without the other, One comes to egree with Louis
J. Budd who said that Twain ", . . stressed lnnate dignity
and created a shrewd, loysl, generous Jim who deserved
more respect than perhsps any Negro preceding him in
Americen fiction."15% One may further agree with Budd's
statement ", . . Intenticnally or not when Twein msde Huck
and his brown companion share bed and grub with growing

mutusl trust, he resisted the rising tide of Jim-Crowism,"+39

157130ffm. (o) _O_Lt_-p Pe. 540
lssdudd, ODe 21_20, Pe Vuo
15912;9.. p. 103.



CHAFTEa 11X

THE SOUTHE.i PORTEAIT BY BARNIS Av) LABIE
To Unele remus
The Lord whe msde the day and nigit,
e asde the Blagk men and the White;
S0, in like view,
I hold 1% true
ihat he hain't got no favopiigee
ecless it'a yenm, 160
weJames Whiteomd illey
Joal Chandler Karrls, the erssator of Unele Hemua,
like his inimiteble cherscter, 3rer fRabdilt, too, wes ", . .
born and bred in the brier peten*26l in middle Georgla.
Here, in 1848, he waes bo:», end here he spent his adventurous
youth, amusingly detailed in ris book, On the P;nngation.lsa
In his introduction, Harris insisted that a reesder must sirt
fact from fletion and label the result to sult himselr,163
In 1362, J. A, Turner, & man of educaticn and lltersry
ambition, began the publishlng of The Countryman, a weekly
literary periodical of essays, sketches, poems, sgricultursl

articles, and milcollany.lah from the standpoint of

160u11s Collier Harris, The Life and Letters of
Joel Chandler Harris, p. hae.

161Caroline Ticknor, “"Glimpses of the author of *Uncle
Hemus'--Joel Chandler Earris,” Bookmsn, XXVI1 (August, 1908),
P. 551.

1’\2-[000 cit,
1637061 Chandler Harris, On the Flentation, p. vil

164James W, Lee, "Joel Chandler Harris," Century,
LXVII (April, 1909), p. 0891,
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distinction, it was, perhaps, the only weekly ever published
from the heart of the woods,l55 Turner sdvertised for an
active, intelligent boy who wanted to lsarn the printing
trade, Harrls, who was twelve years old, applied for the
position and was ncceptcd.lbb Since The Countryman, 2

small publication, required only a few hours 2 day for type-
setting, the editcr urged Joel to use his spere time brows-
ing 1n the Turner library.167 Thus, Harris was surrounded
with books, Un the plantation he encountersd the old-time
Negro who recognized him as a member of the household and
treated him ag & full-fledged eristocrat, It became his
hebit to talk with the older Negroes, who were not reguired
to do reguler fleld work, and to listen to their wonderful,
picturesque t-lal.165 It is from these sssociaticns that
Herris paints e picture of the old-time Negro whom he had
known intimately., His plcture embraces the ", , . childish
ignorance of the rsace and yet its subtle cunning, its quaint
humor, its pathos, its philosophy . . . 1ts depth of chare
ecter,"199 Herris views life through the eyes of & ". . .

[
-

165L0c, ¢

166 ¢, Cci

(o
.

P

16TLoe, ¢

t.

1681p14., p. 893.

o

1595red L. Pattee, A History of Amerlcan Literature
since 1570, p. 304. - -
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bensvolent, aged Hegro who instructs the world. . .'170

through his humerous tales, Harris displays great aympathy
for the Negro and on occesSion volces Lis ples for the cause
of the race,

1t 1s, perhaps, for the creation of his c!aracter,
Uncle Hemus, that Harris 1s best known, Uncle Hemus became
so nearly & reel person, not only to Harris but to meny who
knew and loved his stcries, that one realizes with diffliculty
that he 18 only a character of the author's imaginaticn,
Many of Herris's friends called him "Uncle femus,"17L Harris
based his character on Uncle George Terrell, who was a good
teller of tales, and, also, meker of deliclous ginger-cakes
and & drink cslled persimmon beer. There were Uncle 35ob
vapers and other less distinguished story tellers, Uncle
femus was & composite of these old non.l7a

Perhaps Pattee's statement concerning Harris's Uncle
Nemus is moat Informative. iie made the Negro a llving crea=

ture., PFattee wrote, &nd he embodied the results of his

Studles 1n @ single legro personallty to wiich he gave the

1704, &, opillar _5 al Litersry listory of the
United Statea, I, p. ?4 .

17lRey Stennerd Baker, "Joel Chandler Harria,"”
Outlook, LXXVIII (Nevember S5, 1904), p. 595.

17211 1degarde Hawthorne, "Books end Resdlng, Joel
Chendler Farris--'Uncle fomus'," St, Nicholss, XLII (4erch,
1915), p. 453.




breath of l1life, And under the portralt of Uncle iiemus,
should be Ilnscribed: "OUne of the few original characters
whioh Americs has sdded to the world's gellery,"i73

In Uncle Hemua's physical sppearance, Harris lndl-
cates that he is superior to the other servants,

The figure of the old man, &3 he atood smiling
upon the crowd of negroes, was plcturesque in the
extreme, He seemed te be teller than all the restj;
end, notwltustending ols venerable sppearance, he
moved end spoke wl!th all the vigor of youth, FHe
had elways exercised the autiority over his fellow=-
servants, He had been the ceptain of the corn=-
plle, the stoutest at the log-relling, the swilt-
et with the hoe, the neatest with the plough,
end the plantatlion hands still looked upon uig, as
their leader., (from Vights With Uncle liemue)

Stella Brooks Insists thet Uncle Femus ‘s ", , ,
not & Character but a2 Fortreit, . . . an lndividuel--a
distinctive personslity--one of the lmmortal 'real folkas!
of literaturo.175 She regards stery-telling es en art end
Uncle Kemus as an artist,176

Harris portrays Unecle Remus as the confidentlel

femily serveant, who was swere of his importance., He wes

173Puttoo, op. eit., p. 48.

174 (uoted in Stells Brewer Brooks, Joel Chendler
Harrls Folklorist, p. 45.

1755tella Brewer Brooks, "Joel Chandler Harris
“olklorist,"” Americsn Literature, XXIII, (4ay, 1951), p. 266,

1765te11a Brewer Brooks, Joel Chendler Eerris
feolklorist, p. 45.




- influentisal with his mestler and mistress, He had taken

care of "Miss Sally" (his mistress) when she waes & clild,
and etil)l regarded her in the same respect. OSecause of
Uncle Hemus's relationsiip with the femlly, the other
Negroes found it to their sdventege to fpgat him with great

conlld.ration.177
Herris gives his own explansticn about the Uncle

Hemue storles:

If the reader not femlliar with plantation
life will imagine tiet the myth-stories of Uncle
Hemus are told night after night to a little Loy
by an old Negro who eappesars to be venerable
enough to have lived during the perlod which he
describes--who has nothing but plessant memorlies
of the diseipline of slavery--and who has all
the prejudices of caste and pride of famlly thst
were the natural result of the system; 1f the
reader can lmagine all this, he will find little
difficulty in sppreclating and sympathizing with
the alr of affectionate superlority wuich Uncle
Hemus ass2umes as he proceeds to unfold ths myster-
lea of plentation lore to & 1ittle child who 1s
the product of that precticsl reconstruction
whichh has been golng on to some 1?§ont since the
war in spite of the politlicians,

Harris peints out the stetus of the degro in the ator-
les, He ssys that scientific investigation s not needed to
show why the Negro selects Brer .asbblt, the weakest and moat

harmless of all animals, a2 Lias hero,179 In the victories

1771v1d., v 49,

l73Jool C, Harris, Ihe Complete Teles of Uncle semus,
pPe xxvii,

1791b1d., Pe XXV,
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in contests with the besr, the wolf, and the fox, ", . .
it is not virtue that triumphs, but helplessness; 1t is
‘not malice, but mischlevousnese."130 As Fattee points out,
Brer Rebbit 1s the Negro in thinnest disgulse; the helplesas-
ness of the Negro 1s prefigured in the helplessness ol the
rabblit who, surrounded by brutelity and greater force, winas
in the end by ocunning or skillful decoption.lwl
In the Hemus storles, Harrlis expresses thet which is
80 much e part of him, From his boyhood on the Turner
plantation, he had been fond of heering and telling the
cebin stories of the ante=bellum ,.8,0.152 The atories
were ", . . tne slow fruitege of the wonder, the humor end

nlB33 No one

the pathos of m race of primitive storytellers,
krnowe for how long the stories hed been told In varylng
forms In the junglees of Africa, Slaves had brought them
‘hither, and they flowered, ", . . belng ecultivated with
wiconsclous skill in the humble Negro cebins of the cotton

" end cane ricldl."ljh Harria gives, not merely a story about

" & rabbit and a fox, but stories that pulsate with humen life

18010¢. cit.
181pgttee, ep. cit., p. 304.
1828ckes, op. £it., Pe 595.
183100, git.
15hioe, git.
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d emotion, With lifelike reality, he has sketched the
gro who told these stories, With skill, he hss expressed
@ Negro's thoughts and toollnsl.lss

Mink, the runawsy slave, was one of Harris's favorite
charscters that serves as an exmmple of his bellef that,
en given the opportunity, the Negro can be capable and
reapongible, lHarria's sympethies were always with Mink
ther than with the overseer who treated !link eruelly. “or
ample, when the army was marching through Georgia, lsrris
describes how the horses and mules of the plantation were
driven to a field in which there was a large luamp.laé Joe
took Butterfly, his horse, to the very middle of the awamp
and tethered him where he could get plenty of water to drink
and young cene to eat, Later, s Federsl group, aided by
some of the Negroes, found the horses and mules and drove
them off, Joe, then, was saddened by the loss of Butterfly,
The next morning, Sutterfly came galloping up to the printing
office carrying Mink, who was no longer ®» runaway.- | liink
sptly releted, "I seed you put 'im out in de swamp dar Hars!

Joe, an' den I seed some er de yuther nlggers gwine dar 'long

1551bid., p. 596.
1365061 c. harris, On the Plantation, p. 225,
1871p14., p. 231,
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wid dem Yankees mens ., . . . e mayn't be ez fat ez he wuz
but he des ez game sz hs yever is besn." 38 joe and the
editor were pleased, 'ink beceme one of the tenants on

the plantatiocn, and lster bought a little fara of his own,
where he "prospered sad thrived."189 In this menner, Harris
1llustretes the trustworthinesa and goodness of the Yegro,
Harris looked back to the war pericd snd sew the falthfule
ness of the trusted "darky"; he saw him taking cere of his
master's family while the master was away fighting. lLarris
thought that such faithfulness was worthy of recognition;
consequently, about the white hsad of the old slave, Le

n

« « » WOV & halo of fame and 5lory.'19° He 1llustrates

thet concept as Uncle Hemus describes the reconstruction

in his "Story of thes war,"191 Hapris adda, for the benefit
of the curious, that the story was almost llterally truo.192
in summarized form, the atory tells of Mars Jeems coming
home to see his mother and sister, Sally. Unele HLemus,

seeing a yankee take alm et Mars Jeemsa as he rode by on &

IQBM.. p. 232,
19100, sit.

190Henry &, Harmon, "Joel Chandler Harris," Eoockman,
XL (June, 1925), p. '435.' ’

- 1917061 C, Earris, Ungle iemus, His Songs sud 2ayings,
Pe 214,

192Iibid., p. viii.
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prancing filly, shut his eyes and shot., The Union soldier
Jost an arm in the fray, but Uncle Hemus ana Miss Sally
nursed him back to health, Miss Selly marrisd the Yankee,
and Uncle Hemus reassoned that Mlas Selly's erms end his
own brawny ones were replacement enough for the soldier's

193 16 the inquiry, "Do you mean to say that you

lost arm,
shot the Unlon soldier, when you knew he was fighting for
your freedom?,"1%% Uncle hemus replied, "I des diarememe=
bered sll 'bout freedom and lammed sloose,"l9> Harris has
shown that the love and femily devotlicn held by nany of the
old slaves in the Scuth, ss in this cese, were stronger
than the deésire for freedom,

{hough Harris glorifies the plantaticn reglmo,196 he
paints the otuer slde of the picture, as well, Hubble says
that "Harrls could understand as few slaveholders could, the

slsve's desire for froodom."197 He 1llustratea Harris's

understanding in the rollowing accounts, The Federal eray

plunged through the peaceful plantstion driving before it

nerds of cows, horses, mules, end wegons loaded with bateaux,

1931v14., p. 215.
lquLOC. cit.

195Loe. clt,

196Jay B8, Hubble, The South in Americsn Litersture
1607-1900. ». 798,

1971014,, p. 785.
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Finally, Joe Maxwell (who was, in reslity, Harris himself)
came to the reslization thet he was not dreaming, e saw
that their horses and mules were gone end many of the Negro
cabins were empty. Some of the older lJegroes were in tnelr
pleces, but some of the younger c..es who were not on good
terms with thelr masters had rfollowed the !'ederal army,.
Those who remained were iuformed by Turner, the plantation

owner, that they were free, end, thus, the old gave way to

the new.193

The following incldent eppeered in Ihe Countryman as
given here, slthough it has had many adnptatlona.lgg Harris
indicates that some of the sleves gave their lives to be free:

in a corner of the fence, not far from the road,
Joe found an old Negro women shivering and moaning.
Year her lay an old Negro men, his shculders covered
with an old ragged shawl,

"Who is thet lying there?" asked Jce,

"He desd, suh! But, bless God, he dled free!l"

It was a pitiful aight, snd e pitisble ending
of the old couple's dresm of freedom, Harbert and
the other Negroes buried the old men, end the old
woman was wade comfortable in one of the empty
cebins; she never cessed to bleass "little derster,”
e3 she called Joe, ., . . Uld aa she wes, ahe and
her husbend had followed the aray for many a wesry
mile on the roed to freedom, The old man found 1t
in the fence corner, and s few weokg later the old
woman found it in the humble csbin,<00

1985 0e1 C, Harris, On the Plentstion, p. 230.
1991v1d., p. 231.

€9 .0s, sit.
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At "Turnwold," lierris witnessed the tragedy described above,
ihe two old slaves, in their strong desire for freedom had
deft thelir master and followed Sherman's aray, Fatheticelly

enough, esch diled after only & few days of lounged-for

rroedom.201

Harris lived through the tlme of the ante-bellum
deys and the years of reconatruction, ke saw and understood
the Negro of both periods,“02 Lrthur Quina se;s that
"Herris could not help seeling the absurdity of the sttempta
of the Northern enthusiast to sdvence the Negro faster than
his abilitles warrsnted."?93 larris 1llustrates the {fact

in Uncle iiemus's view of edueaticn for tue Hegro:
e « « Yoy better be home pickin' up chips,.

#'at a nigger gwine l'arn cuten books? I kin teke
8 bar'l stave en' rling mo' sense inter a nigger
in one minute dan a&ll de schooclhouses betwlixt
des en de State er Midglgin, . . . ¥Wid one bar'l
stave I kin fa'rly 1ir de vall er ignunce,

"Then you don't belleve in education?

" « « I aln't larnt nuthin' in books, en
yit 1 kin count all de money 1 gitas, KNo use
talkin', boss, Fut & spellin'-book in & niggers
han'a, en right den en dar' you loozzl & plow=-
hend., I done had de speunce un it,"<O4

Barris loved nias colored friends end tried with sll his

201; N ' g .
Hubble, 1he South in Americen Litersturse 1607
1900, p. 785.

c0e

Rarmon, gp. eit., p. 435.

e .
03Arthua H, 4u1nng Amerlicen *iction, en Historicel
ané Critical Survey, p. 2°3.

204 Joel C, Harcis, Op the Plsnteticn, p. 261,
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power t@ interpret cleerly thelr quaint wisdom end homely
fun for the plessure of the rest of the world.zos Merk
Twein was apprecistive of Harris's art that was manifest
in his crestion of ocld Hegro “emus, and contended that Uncle
iiemus wes lovable snd delightful; edding that ", ., . he and
the 1ittle boy, and their relations with sach otler, are
high and fine literasture and worthy tec live for thelir own
l&kel."zob It 18 Uncle Hemus's province not to pressnt
problems to be solved; 1t was his mlssion to charm and to
smuse, 207

It is eclear, then, that larrias's tesk wes to portray
the good quelitiez of the ante-bellum fegro end te lorget
the evil.zo8 There i8s no trace of sectlional hstred In
Harris's uork.209

Harris left no long mesterpiece, but through the
personality of Uncle :nemus, he teught & lesson of honeaty,

210

Justice, end mercy. fet, cne fesls that Harris hed a

;tendency to glorify plantetion life, &s did Hubble, who

2054 gwthorne, op. g¢ik., P. 453.
2068e11emy, op. cit., p. 149.
20711cknor,‘22. eit., p. 531,
2033eker, op. eit., p. 601,
209100, cit. |
2107attes, op. cit., p. 308,
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said, "The Negroes heve never hed much enthusisam about

Uncle femus; he seems to them too eubservient to the whites,"éll

Cable

" . « In our hearts you renk with the great

vhilanthropist who made humenity their business
;2;ﬁ.ﬁ:;f:c:g.1é:eHgiZUAl mocked Ly the clank of

--8 trribute by %hree Negroes in Kansas Lity.

Ihe birthplece of Jeorge Washlington Cable was a
rambling Crame house surrounded by magnollas, crasnge and fig
treea, and [lowering shruba that thrive in semitropiczl Hew
crleanl.213 The New Orlesns which Cable first saw {rom the
foot of (ansl Street was & clity of extremes snd countrasise—-
the most Luropesn city in the United States, 1t exhibited
qualities of the new world along wilth charscteristics of the
transplanted old Horld.21h Hers llived the Creoles. it
should be clearly understood tlet the word, Lreole, us Cable
uses 1t, designetes 2 perscn of I'reach snd <panlsh sancestiry,

215

who may or may not have colored blood, "7 Shlrley Ann Grau

points out thet ", ., . the white men ol Wew Urleans often

2lliubble, The Sguth im Americen Literaturs 1607~
;?3', e 79&-
€12,p14n Turner, Jdeorge W, Cavle a ologrsphy, p. 205,

2131p1d., p. 3.
2l 1p1d,, p. 6.

€153hirley Ann Grau, “oreword to Uld Crecle Lajs,
Do viii.
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kept quadroon mistresses, and the children of such unions,
quite loglcally thought of themselvea as Creoles also,"216
The Jegroes were found at the edge of the clty where they
", . . held their psgan orgles and paid homsge to the
youdou qnoonl.'217 It is this New Crleans that Cable used
es & setting for his novel, The Grandissimes, publlished
serially (1879) and as a volume in the following year,
The Orandissimes is & novel in which Cable exposes
many facets of life in the cresent city. However, one's
main concern 1s for the episzcdes involving the Hegro., In
the plot, Ceble presents the tragedy of the Negro iln an
effective menner, At the same time, he mekes a ", . .

powerful astteck on the traditional Southern asttitude toward

the slave."@1% Cable, the son and grendson of slaveholders,

had encountered the slaves in the Cable household, sn inter-
esting account of which 1s gilven in his blography. 4t one
time, the slaves there hed numbered elght, two of whom were
characters in a story which had impressed Cable deeply, and
was told by Ceble as follows:

The chlldren had one nurse named Jane (s

"bright mulatress," according to the conveyance
record, sixteen years old when bought for 600,00

216Loc. elt.

217 Turner, op. git., p. 6.
lexb’.dq ’ Po 930
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on January 13, 1845), who made & habit of
frightening them when their mother was not pre-
sent, Another nurse, their favorite, was Martha
(bought for 500,00 at the sge of eleven on May
25, 1847, the same day enother, Mary Anne, thirty-
two, was sold for $600,00), Jane, it came out
later, had killed her own child, end hated kindly
Hartha because she knew her secret, In time,
Jane beat Martha cruelly, Following thet, the
other slaves went in a bedy to give Hebecca
George's mother/ a full report, no one daring
to be an informer without the backing of the
others, Jane was sold down the river, es the
saying was, to work in the rice flelds, but she
remained in the minds 25 the children as a pere
sonification of evil,?

The Grandissimea ls developed around the great =nd
terrible story of Brnl-COupi: which Cable wrote out ef indig-
nation after having come across & copy of the ancient Black
Code for governing llnvcn.zzo It is in this story that he
presenta the cause of the legro moat 1nprollivaly.221 The
plot, in simple detall, starts in Africa, where Bras<Coupé
had been a prince among his people. In a war, he was cap-
tured end shipped to idew Orlesns, where Agricole Fusiller,
businesa menager of the Grandlssime estate, bought and resold
him to Don José Hertinez, who, in turn, took hiam to his
plantation, gave him & clean garment, & whitewashed cabin

(finer then Bres-Coupé's pelsce at home), and clean [lood,

2191bid., p. 12.
220in1d,, p. Y.

ZZIM.I‘. 229 ml' Pe 9,-‘0
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When Sras-Coupé fell sick, hesling doses were administered
to him end he recovered,222

Bras-Coupé in Freach meant "the Arm Cut Off." Tha
englaved prince, are.-coup‘; in assuming the name, did not
mean thet his tribe, 1in losing him, had lost its strong
right srm, Hather, Braa-Coupd’moant that the arm no loager
eble to sheke the spear or swing the sword would never be

lifted again.223 o

bviously, (sable portreys in him a type
of £11 slaves, ", . . turning into flesh and blood the truth
that all slavery is meiming,"o24

Cne day, 5ra--coup: was teken to the field, glven a
hoe, snd wsde to understand that he was to work with common
Negroes, D5ut he refused to work, end scenes of violence
follewed, The prince lifted the nearesat slave into the air
and kllled him; another, he threw into the branches of a
willow snd tossed & woman over his head into a draininge
diteh and mede a bound for freedom; but he fell to his knees
when shot by the overseer., Wwhen the incident was reported

to Don José, the master, the overseer laid all of the blame

on the man whom death had removed from correction end the

222;90rge W. Lable, Ihe Grsndissimes, p. 170,
2231b;9 L p. 171.
22410e. git.
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overseer esserted that Sras-Coupé was en sanimsl thst could
not be whipped, To satisfy hils guestioning mind and with a
greet sacrifice of dignity, Don José rode to the gquarters,
where Bras-Coupd was brought oute-chains on his feet and
wrists snd an iron yoke about his neck. In this scene,
Ceble hss truly portrayed the bestial treatment of the slave,
in another scene, Cable has the overseer reply to
the senor that Brul-UQup‘ was & Jaloff and & prince, and
warned that, if he were whipped, he would dle. The dsunt-
;,ac captive and his [earless msster recogniszed in esch
other physical courage, and Don José requested an interpre-
ter.225 When Agricola was appointed, he was inaulted. "I,
Agricola Fusilier, stand an interpreter to a Negro?
H-sir 1"€26 Hepein, Csble indicstes that a Creole could
not lower himself to the level of the Negro.

Cable presents hls Negro women characters with under-
standing., He Indicates, also, that when a slave showed too
much potentlial, he must be repressed, OUn the lonely plane
tation at the Cannes 3rulees, where Aurore Nancanou, &
young (Creole, lived without brothers or sisters, she,

according to custom, had been given a little gquadroon slave=-

2251bid., pe 173.
226100, cit,
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maid as a conatant companion and pl.’l‘tl.zz? Ihe maid
was remarkable in many waya., At fourteen, she was of a
barberiec and magnetic beauty ", . . thet startled the
beholder like the unexpected drawing out of a jeweled
lword."zz5 Aurors became & lady, end her playmate, & ledy's
maid, Of the two, Ceble portrsys the meid ss the one with
the ruling spirit. Conseguently, e dispositiocn had to be
made, and her services were given to Agricola., She later
geined her freedom and was noted for her skill es a halre
dgosnor, but, most of all, for the voudou rites which she
practiced, Here Ceble begins his portrsit of the besutiful
mulatto sorceress, Palmyre, who waa sent by Agriccla to the
plantation as interpretess, The twoc hated esch other,
Agricola hated her for her intelligence, for the high favor
in which she was held by her mistress, and for her lavine
cible spirit since he considered himself to be the object
of her silent hate,229

Adorned with sesrlet beads and feathers, Falayre
commanded Brna-Coup;'a admiration, No sooner dld he turn
his tiger glence upon her then the [ire of hlas eyes died
out, for he had fallen in love wlth Falmyre and, thereafter,

2271pbid., p. 59.

2281514., p. 60.

2%91p14,, p. 173.
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allowed himself to be ruled by her, He desired to marry
her, and on thelr wedding night, got drunk, [Iorgetting he
was & slave, Bras-Coupd, knocked down his mester, and scenes
of flight and brutality followed, Cable exposes the treate
ment of the Negro stipulated in the old French code, =till
in force, which read:
The runaway slave who shall continue to be so

for one month from the day of his being denounced

to the officers of justice, shall have his ears

cut off end shall be branded with the flowar de

luce on the shoulder; and on a second offence of

the same neture, persisted in during one month of

his being denounced, he shall be hamstrung, and be

marked with the flower de luce on the other 2

shoulder, On the third offence he shall die,230
Bran-CoupJ’rnn awey on two occassions, and Agricola Insisted
that the slave be taught his plsce, pointing out Article 27
of the same code which read, "The slave who, having struck
his master, shell have produced & brulse shsll suffer cap-
1tal punishment,"23l Bras-Coupe wes gullty of sll offenses,
but Don Jose spared tie life of the captive, who wes dellve
ered to the law to suffer the consequences for attempting
to be a free man. Felmyre plesded for him, Casble'a treat-
ment of these given incldents is underscored by the cost
Falmyre made to intercede, knowing as she did thet his death

would maks her free and that, if Bras-Coup;'Lived, sare must

2301bid., p. 190
2311mi4,., p. 191
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be his wife, The scene approsches the status of tragie
irony.
The torture of Bras-Coupe waz unbesrable, Cable
relates it in the following menner:
In the midst of the ancient town in a part
which is now erumbling away, stood the Calesbosa,
with ites humid vaults, grated cells, iron cages
and ita whipa; and there, soon eaough, they
strepped Sras-Coupe face downward and laid on
the leah, And yet not a sound came [rom the
mutileted but unconquered A£rlcan to anncoy the
ear of the sleeping oity.23
The slave took the lashing in brave silence, The next
morning at sunrise, he was brought to the plantation and
put on the porch of the thoughtful overseer, Falmyre burst
into tears and sank beside him, ™On & soft bed of dry grass,
rested the helpless form of the ceptive gient, a cleth
thrown over his galled back, his ears shorn from his head,
and the tendons behind his knees severed,"233 Cable empha-
sizes thet the faithful and sympathetlic Palmyre was ever
with him,
Don Jose next demanded that Brnl-Coup‘ 1ift the curse,
whkiich he was thought to have Iinflicted, bdut Bral-Coup; merely
smiled, Cn the next evening, Peslmyre whiaspered to Br‘I-Conp;

that the mester was desd and thal, e& hLe was dying, had

232L0¢, cit.
233L0c. oit.
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asked that Brnn-Coup;'rergivt him, A scene follows which
{llustretes Cable's use of Christian symbolism, Uon Jose's
wife brought her babe, knelt beside the bed ol sweet grass,
and laid the infent within the hollow of the slave's arum,
3raa-Coup‘ gezed upon 1t; the child and iss mother smiledg
and she put her hand upon the runawsy elave'a face, "The
first teers of his life, the dylug teatimeny of hils humanity,
gushed from his eyes and rolled down hils cheek upon the
infant's blnd.'23u Ihe curse was lifted, lhus, as the
infant Christ came to save the world from sin, this cilld
purged ;rsa-;oup; of evil,

Cable completas the scense by having Palmyre seek out
the priest., 7To the many tender questions, esked by the
good father, ura--CoupJ geve no angwers until the holy men
saked, "Do you know where you are goingl!" Kis brightening
eyes answered, All listened for the answer from the death
bed, With an upwerd smile, he whispered, "~o--nrr1cn."d35
One conjecturca that to qr&B-Uoupez alter the inhuman treate
ment which he endured, "Toe-Afrlce" surely meant "to
hesven," Cable completes the ghestly picture of the torture
end death of ursa-@oupd’ne:ein. lfhough Lable was of Southe

ern birth, Vedder seys, "No abolitionist ever scourged the

23h1bid., p. 193.
235406, sit.
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institution of slavery with words more flery tian those
that tell that hideous tale,"236

Cable permits several of the charescters ironically
and conventionally, to assert that the slaves sre ", ., .
the happiest beings on earth,"237 However, he refutes the
essertion in the portrayel of the Negress Clemence who
survived being hurled into the draininge-dlteh by Bras-Coupé

and became the marchande des cslesa, This decreplt old slave

reflects as she 18 hobbling along the street and singlng of
the piles she has for sale:

White folks is werry kine., Dey wants us to
b'lieb we happy--dey t b';%.g wve 18, W'y
you know, dey ’bloego! go 5*%10 -=fo' dey owun
eyumfut, 'Tis de sem weh wid de preache's; dey
bull' we ow own sep'ate meet'n-houses; dey b'leebs
us 1n§3§t de bess, sn' dey knows dey lak it de
bess,

Cable believed that a crime is committed when men
and women are robbed of their ceres and showed that man 1is
prone te observe benignly a dwerfed clasgs of scciety as
"free from cere,"239 He relates the ceres of the old

negress:

236&0nry C, Vedder, American “riters of Todsy, r. 271,

237'mrnor, op. &o s Do 93.
23‘, c.bl.. OP. mop De 251-
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e« » « the feelings handed down to Clemence
hed come through ages of African savagery; through
fires that do not refine, but thet blunt and blast
snd blacken and char; ltarvation, gluttony, drunke
oxmeu, thirst, drowning, nakedness, dirt, fetch-
isa, b‘uohlry lllnihtlr. pestilence and the rest
--ghe was thu,r heiresa; they left her the cinders
of human feelings . . . . She remembered, with
pride, the price her mother had brought at suctlion
e « « sohe had had children, essorted colores ., . .
some in the Greandissime households or fleld-gangs,
e ¢ « Bome not ace ted for, Husbands--like ilLe
Samerlten woman's,

Although Cable attributes to Clemence song and laughter,
he alsc emphasizes her sorrows eand cares,

Through Cable's description, one witnesses sgaln the
bestial trectment inflicted upon the Negro., Clemence was
caught In a trap when she served as sgent of Falayre carrye-
ing voudou curses to Agricocla, "Site fell, a snarling,
struggling, groaning heap, to the ground,'zhl and in her
wild pain trled hopelessly to draw the jaws of the trap
awey from her leg. "iHands, teeth, the free foot, the writhe
ing body, every combinetion of aveileble forcesz failed to
spread the savage jaws, though she strove until hands and
mouth were bloading."ahz As Capteln Jean-Baptiste, cne of

the Urandissims clen, relessed her, ahe iInsisted that the

2010¢, oit.
2411p14d,, p. 312,
2')42&1_6.-9 P. 313,
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bundle she carried was nothing but her "wash'n t! ingl.'th
He disengeged a small black eoffin from the old dress in
which 1t was wrapped, removed the 1lid, and saw resting on
the cushioned bottom, a myrtlewax 1mege, painted end

moulded, of a Negro's bloody srm severcd at the shoulder,

It was ", . . & bres-gcoupd-with a dirk gresped in its

hnnd."zhh Cable editoriclizes on this aectlon:

It seems to be one of the sell-punitive
charscteriatics of tyranny, whether the tyrant be a
man, a community, or a caste, to have a puslllanimous
fear of 1ts victim, It was not when Clemence lay
in irons, it is barely now, that our South 1s cast-
ing off a certain apprehensive tremor, generally
latent, but at the slightest proveocaticn actiVQ,
and now end then violent, concerning her "blacks."
This fear, like otiers sluilar elaewhere lu the
world, hsa always been met by the same one antidote
--terrific eruelty to the tyrant's victla, 5o we
shall presently see the Urandissime ladies deening
tnemlolvoa compassionate, urging thelr kinamen to

give the poor wreteh a sound whipping and let her
go." An! what atrocitles are unconsciously per-
petreting North and South now, In the nsme of mercy
or defence, wiich the advaneiag ligat of progres-
sive thou§&§ will presently show out In their
enormity?

dorning brought the topic of the abysmal treacnery
and ingrstitude of Negro slaves to the tongues of the whole
tribe of Grandissimes, and a# (Cable states, lhey believed,

this morning, in the total deprevity--of tne Negro, In the

2i310e, eit.
244in1d., p. 314.
2451034,, p. 315.
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face of this belief, the ladies put forth their pless of
mercy for Clemence. However, the Grandissimes were dis=-
sppointed in Agricola, Why should he suggest delays and
stanmer over thelir proposed messures of punishment &s
extreme?246 Cgble gives an account of the false Justice in
the speech of Agricela to Professor Joseph :rowenfeld:
Hereally, Frofessor we must agree that a trifle
like that ought not to make old Agricola Fualllier
nervous, But Il find it painful, sir, very painful.
I esn 1ift up thls right ~and, Joseph, and awear I
never gave a4 slave--man or Woman--a blow Iu my life
butaccording to my notlion of justice., 4And now to
find my life attempted by former slaves of ay own
household, and taunted with the righteous ham-
stringing of & dsagerous runawey’ Dut they appre-
hended the misereants; one is asctuslly in hand
and justice willl take 1ts course; trust the
Grendissines for thngﬁ?though. really, Joaeph, 1
counselled lenliency.

When Frofessor iroweufeld asks :decul to tell hLcnore
Grendissime, Agrlcola thunders, "S5ir, how dare you insine
uate that my kinsmen may desl ctherwise than juatly?“zﬁg
io Josephn's inquiry ss to whetaer‘'they would treat her
exactly as if she were white snd had thresatened the lile of
a sleve, Agricola hed to reply, "Noeho, nirl"th Ironically,

the Urandisaimes--ihe younger ena some ol the harsher senior

2451bid,, p. 317.
2471p14., p. 313.
4810e, glt.
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members of their femily did let Jjustice take its course.
hey took old Clemence down to the swanps, AL the base of

& weter<-willow tree, she set motlonlessly, silently, guostly
sick awaiting death, and despite her pleadings for her lifle
they dropped & rewhide noose over her nead, Wlith a cry of
terror, ahe wildly tried to 1lift it off, Fathetlcelly,

she implored:

You'd oughteh tek me and put me in & calaboose,
an' let de law tek 'is co'se, You's all nice gen'l-
mene-, , ., an' you sorter owes it to you' sev's (o
to not do no sich nesty wuck as hengin' a po' ole
nigga wench; deed you does . , . &ven ir 1 is a
niggal You cyan' jus' murden me hyeh in de woods!

e « o 1 tell de judge on you! XYou ain' got no mo'
blznie to do me Sc 'sn If L wae a white 'oman!

« « Look down, oh God, look down an' stop dis

yeh foolishness! O©Oh, God, fo de love of Jesus|

e o« o Ch, yes, deh'es a judgmen' dayl! Jen it wont

be a2 bit o! use to you to be white! Oh, oh, ob,

oh, oh, oh, fo', ro', de, de, love o' Uod! Ok 1250
Ihe frentic ples of Clemence not to be henged was lgnorad,
They drew her up but did not kill her,

Ho one cen envision & more heartless eplscde thau
thet which Cable next describes, 1t waa Jean-saptist wuo
proposed to let her go--to give her & run for cer lile,
She walked replidly with unsteady feat toward the flelds.
"mun, ir you don't, I'll shoot this minute 1"€51  she ren

fester., A pilstole-shot rang out, and old Clemence leaped

259£§l£-: P 323.
253100, site
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into the alr and fell to the ground desd., Agricola ned
counselled for lenlency, but the above esctlon was the course
that justice took in the hands of his kinsmen, Ceble
exposes the wmorel wetkness of the Urandissime clen in this
account of the vielous murder of the Hegress Clomnnee.as2

In nher death, Cable drametiges sll of the hopelsssness of

her oxiatonoo.253 Fattee labels the murder of Clemence

e« » « Sheer horror and brutal, snd unspering ro&lllm.'zsh

~eble, alsc, esteblishees the faect that the free qusde

roons were the saddest slaves of all, and the reason for

their sadness is glven by rowenfeld:

« » oYour men, for s little property, ena your
women, for & little smorcus sttention, let theme
sslves be shorn even of the virtue of discontent,
end for a paltry bait of shem freedom they have
consented to endure lyrannous contumely which
flattens them inte the dirt like greass under a
alab, I would rether be a runswey in the swamps
then content mysell with such a freedom, As
your class stends belore the world today--{ree
in form but slaves in lpiriéagyou 8r@e=, , ,==a
warning to phileanthiroplsts (-

Ceble portreys Falmyre's counterpart in lonore

Grendlssime, another quedroon, aund the son of lume, luma

Grandissime was a msn of rank, who had two scaa, the older

252ygrgaret tloom, "George ¥, Cable, A hew Lnglander

in the South," The Bookmsn, LXIII (June, 1931), p. 402,

253P8tt00, op. clt., p. 250,
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illezitimate and cclored, the younger legitimate and white,
and sach bore the name of Honore, Nume educated both of
his sons and gave the larger share of his property to the
older one, perhaps, as Cable states, to ease a [eeling of
guilt and to svoid diserimination,25® The derk donore saw
Palmyre and loved her, Ye sent & written offer to buy
Falmyre at any price 80 thet she mizht be free to marry
him.257 A threat to kill whoscever should give Falmyre to
& black maen hung over Agricocla's head and would have been
cause enough for refusal, FHowever, he resorted toc his old
braggert line of retreat, and Ceble 1llustrates Agricola's
rebuke of the quadrooni

e « o« fou dl1d this for impudence, to wake a show

of your wealth, You intended 1t &s an insinustion

of equality, I overlock the lmpertinence for the

seke of the man [lumal whose white blood you

esrry; but hemark you, if ever you bring your

Farlsian airs snd self-gsufficlent 5?3. on & level

with mine again, h'l will slap 1%,

Cable relates thst, ln spite of wealth end an educe~

tion in Farls, Honore was mlserable because o pracial

status,259 He was 8 business pertner of his white half-

256slcs:er, op. 2it., pe 13,
257C&b10, 22. Ult., Pe l¢:o

by |
2 Jlbld.’ p- 196.

~(
2’9&05 . CL E.

\n



85

brother and heunted him ", . , a8 the dark iavisible side
of the moon heaunts the light.z‘o Finally, in deapair of
winning Falmyre, he drowned himself; however, before doing
g0, he vielently stabbed Agricola, who hed struck him in
the race with & cane for refusing to take off his hat, 26l
Here, Cable 1ls concerned with the wrongs done Lo the tragle
nesr-white mulattoes,262

JIhe Gragdissimes, & gellery, rather than a single
plece of art, therefore, presents a series of lurid pictures,
The pleture of draa-Coup;; the African king, whe would not
willingly submit to slavery, 1= a painting of torturous
death end brutality.253 Cable does not enter the story but
allows the weight of the story to enphessize his morel judge
ment, Cable's novel convicted slevery and 1its supporting
cmdo.za+ Une sees in the old Negro, Clemence, ths same
portraysl which Iwain gave to Aunt Hachel In & "A Irue
Story." in spite of her outwsrd show of happiness, her

heartaches and bruises have been many., Untill the tilme of

25041chara Chase, The American Novel snd Its
Tredition, p. 173.

261100, eit,

262 lul'n.!', op. g_i_t.-. Pe 93.
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her atrocicous murder, the portraits of the two women are

sabrel tebks

very much alike, Vi TP

- U dd
The uneanny, i‘iii‘ii&‘l of the Negro ls encountered

i b ¢

in Ceble's ehnltotjyézioii'ln¢ Fattee has thls statement

of Cable's trestment of this charscter:

His characterization of the voodoo gquadroon
women Falmyre with her high lLetin, Jaloff-ifricen

ancestry, her "barbaric and megnetic besuty that

startled the beholder like the unexpected drswing
out of & jeweled sword,  her physicel perfectlion

-=lithe body a8 a tigress and as cmll witch=-
ing and alluring, yet & tring eof horror, "a
creature that one would went teo find chainod“zgs
it fingers at one's heart and makes one fear,

ihe Urendissimes is a book written with an undertone
Of lesr--& {esar that comes from the force of race repres-
llon.255 Cable portrayed the facts of rece and cesate, He
proteated ageinst the tlmes--agsinst the couth of the war,
de wrote the editors ol pcribners Hoathly tnat he meant
The Grendissimes ",

it has veen oallod.2

» 88 truly & political work ss ever

(s =

2

Arvin hes the [{ollowlng comment to

make about the novel:
Ine three forms that human antegonism tekes

in the novele-familliasl, politicsl, raciale-are
all scen as involving & confusion of emotions,

265pstteen, Spe cit., pe 250
266LCC. CLtc

237 sémond Wilson, "Citigzen of the Uanion," ihe ..ew
Gepublic, LVII (Pebrusry 13, 1929), p. 352,
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ettractions es s love a8 well

tu-n of this is the

a5 hatred., Ihe cen
releation hcﬁnﬁ ﬂl Honores" (their names
are ldentiecal) Honors, the Creole

~-the woite
gentlemsn, and the guadroon Honore, his declsssed
snd allenated belf brotoer . . . . &as tuere 1s
in the essentially sisterly relatlon betwsen
surore Nancanou énd the guadroon falmyre . . .
Cable had an intuition of the inescapable =und
profound dependence upon each othere-a depend-
ence like of inimiecal brotherg--of the
two races,

Lable wes haunted by recisl strife, sectional hatreds,

4r.d bltterness, His ihe Urandissimes ends with s msrriage

that

seela a reconciliation of the laetionl.269 As for the

reconclliation of the reces, which Cable hinted eat, time

alone can tell.

De X,

260, guton Arvin, "Introduction,™ The Grandissimes,

26"1.-0—2. git.



CHAPTER 1V
11 e ¢

THe SOLTHS FORTHALT BX DE FORSST AND HOWLLLS

", , . man ig made in the image of ris msker,"Z/0

John Williem De Forest was born in Seymour, Connect-
icut, 1926, He served an espprenticeship as & young writer,
Illneas prevented his enrollment &t Yale, ond se an alter-
native, he traveled extensively In the Near Zast, in
Englend, snd on the Continent, During this time, he experl-
mented in writlng.271 With the oncoming of the Civil War,
De Forest enlisted in the First Company of ths 12th Lornecte
icut Volunteers which was setive in campaipgns around Fort

Hudson and in the occupetion of Wew Orlesns; thus, "De

Forest the writer , ., . became De Forest the soldier,"272

Of the distinguished Amerlcen novelists eof this ero, it was
De Ferest alone who ", ., . suffered the harsh but vitslizing
oxperienoe,“273 which was tc become the reality of his novel,

ise Hevenel's Conversion from tecession te Loyalty (1867),

2707ohn W1lliem De Forest, “iss Ravenel's Conversicn
from Secession to Loyalty, p. 230.

271atanlcy T, Williams, "Introduction," A Volunteer's
Adventures, p., Vv!

-
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iverstt Carter points out thst De Forest's certral
motive in !‘Mﬁ*wm trith, as he gsaw 1t, of
the War and its ',_ Forest rebelled agerinst
the lontll'ntulilmilfi!m‘ll South.275 1In hie Aiss Havenel's
Conversion, Lillie Havenel, who was resred in the South and

beguiled ", . ., by 1ts dresm of magnolias snd moonli;nt,"2(°
is the heroine, The suthor aymbolizes the two civilizations,
that of the North and that of the South, in the characters,
Colburne, a Yankee lawyer, and Colonel Csrter, & des)ing
Virginien, One may conveniently examine De Forest's literary
treatnent of the Negre In the novel, The character of Up,
havenel is used by the suthoer to expound the opiniens about
slavery tret lie ocoutaide the ltory.277 De Forest was zware
of the danger in the sentimentality inveolved in the problem
of white and blaek, for ", . . elther the Southerner stereo-
typed the YNegro as a sub=humsn, or the NHortherner sentinen-
talized him inte a noble lavage.'27a Both views wer:

unrealistie, It is through Dr, %avenel thet one comprehends

€lhiveratt Certer, Howells and the xise of heslism,

Pe I1s
2751.00. &it.
2761Ibid., p. 73.

17Gordcn S, laigut, "latroduction," HMiss savesel's

Conversion from Secession to Lloyulty, p. vii,
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o0
De Ferest's ‘M-“eﬂ.mm Negro is & human being
with specisl problems Q!i‘!iﬁ!"i" well as economic pove

erty."219 1o De Forest, aelther the South nor the North

was blsmeless for the War, ie understood boiL points or

view, and toc him, the war was more Lhen & crussde to abolish
glevery; 1t wes a contflliet of oul:uron.zso
Alss lavenel's Conversion opens in Aew Joston in the
1ittle Iankee State of Saratarias, a fictitious name used by
LJe rorest to aveld misrepresenting, insulting, or burlesquing
any self-setisfied conlunity.zel Lillle Havenel zna her
lather, fuglitives from New Orleans, have come to .ew Coaton
because ner father's sbolitionist views have made it impos-
8ible for them te live in comfort in New Orleans after the
Wer has begun, oe Forest initlelly exposes the trestment
of the yegro tnrou,h LUr, iavenel's explsnstion to (olburne
thet
+8wW Urleans 1s in excellent plagce for & dise
sscting claas, by the way, 5o many negroes =are
whilpped to death, &s¢ meny white gentlenen die in

thelr bootas, gq the saying iz, thet we rarely lack
for subjects,<?

27("1-92. C&EO
Z]OL.KL@t' 93. cét.’ Pe '11.
2114, p. ix.
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Thus, one side of the culture is esteblished. Dr. favensl
" W ¥ PR
wes a Southerner whe had beea borm in South Ceroline sand
lived in New Orleans for t'llifif!!. yoara, DUe Forest
prompts Dr, Lavenel teo justify hia present position by say-
ing, "My body was born amidst slavery, but my consciance
soon found the underground rlilroad.'283 The doctor was
thankful thst he had never owned a slave, De Forest, then,
contrasts the father's feeling in the cheracter of Lillle,
who was a rebel, Loulsisne wes her Louisiena wherein she
hed a nice cld mauma, or black nurse, Lillie longed to
return to the South,
Like Twain, Je Forasst points out the Yegro's deszire
for freedom, In his novel, as in his suvtobiography, -e
Forest deescribes the acclanations of joy with which tue
Negroee greeted the liberating srmy, Colburne (wio wss a
characterization of e Forest nimself) wrote to Ur, davenel:
we sre no welcome tourist, in Loulslana et
d6a8t not to wnite innubltents; . « . bBut to the
negroea we evidently appear sas friends and redeemners,
such: Joyous gatherlings of dark faces, such deep=-
chested shcuts of welcome and dellverance, such &
waving of green boughs and white vestlments, and
even ol pickaninnies--such & bending of krees and
visible praising of God for hia long-expected and
dat-lest-reslized mercy, salutes our eyeas from morn
tlll nignt, as makes me grateful to Heaven for this
hour of hely triumph, How glorious will be that

time, now near at hand, when our re-united coun
will be free of ths shame e&nd curse of slavery!

233!!&2’: p. 52,
23¥$2$Q°v p. 112,
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father considered a mén &b 4 - Havensl knew Carter's

. e s £
kind, He u-uw-nut men of this type by the dozen,
JOR BN 8. .
ané it 18 in tuahhrm ‘D¢ Forest portrays the lust end

vice of slavery:
Those who ltvcd to grow old hed slave-born
children, whom they elther shamelessly ignored and
perhaps sold at the muction bloeck, They wors
drunkards, gamblers, adulterers, murderers, Of
such: was the kingdom of Hell, 4nd tiis =aen,
to whom his |Dr, Havenel's] only chlld, his Lillie,
nad entrusted her heart, wes, he rfeared, he
almost knew, one of the same cless, elthough not,
it was to be hoped, so deeply stained with the
brutish sggnn of vice which flowed directly from

slavery.<
Consequently, De Forest shows that the evils of slavery
arfeet not only the degro, but soclety ee a whole,

Ue Forest indicstes, furthermore, that the hegroes
plseed their trust in Lincoln, and he relates tleir hope,
whlle at the ssze time, he exposes the sad conditiong of
the past:

ihoy belleve that 'the year of jublilo am

come.,' ., . . Defore this yosr closes, many of
these poor creatures will receive what thsy never

%7100, sit.
286;.“" pe 109,
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did bef 8 fo; laber, ror the first
time in their lives they , be led to realisze
the ides of justice. s honesty, mercy, and

nearly the Iholc 1ist of Oirlatinn virtues have

%o them, . . . I[hey never
: t least they never felt their

influence. « « « 80¢ 1ied to thea by calling

them men and tresting them as beasts; it played

the hypocrite to them by preaching to them the

Christisn virtues, and never itself practising

them; 1t played t‘n thief by taking all the sarne

ings of their labor, except just enough to keep 58?1

and body together so that they might labor more,

Thus, as Ve Foreat shows, the Hegro has been a vietia of an
un just culture,

Torough Pr, Havenel, De Forest states the cbligation
of scclety to the Negro:

Cur conscience, the conscience of the natlion,
wlll not be cleared when we have merely frecd the
negroes, We must e¢ivilize and Christianize theu,
4nd we must begin this by teaching the great e¢lem-
entary duty of man Lgagiro-that of working lor
his own subsistencs,

De Forest warns that soclety will need to civilize and
Christienigze ths Negro before he will be able to accept his
place a2 a valuable citizen,

With the sbove views Instilled in him, Dr, Havenel
undertook & philanthropic experiment of orgsanized Southern
labor, At the plantation assligned to Ravenel for his work,

Lillie set up a "nigger echool." Her fether Insisted that

297>1d., p. 230,
1 Loe, sit.
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she first teach ﬁﬁm% spell Negro with only
one g. De Forest tm“hm through Havenel,
whe urged thet mmﬁ the Negro for being
stupid, explsining 'M*i.' e « grest Republie, North
and South hes been devoted to keeping them sturid for nesrly
& contury."39 He insisted thst
Wegro ehildren ere just as intelligent as

white chlldren until Lind out they are blagk.

How we will never tell them that they are black;

we will never hint te them that they are dborn

our Inferiors, You will find them bright enough

ou won't knoek them on the hesad, Why, you

oou t read yourself till you were seven years

old.
De Forest, nereby, emphssizes the humanity of the Jdegro and
hints that it is soclety that has ceused the feeling of
inferiority in the race., De Forest urges kindness when
Haverel says to Lilllie, "Be courtecus, my dear, to everything
thet is human, We owe that much respect to the fect tist
men 1s mede in the image of his mukor.'291 Lillie promised,
"I wiil teach the negroes to resd--I will try to do goode=
end to be good,"992 De iorest nerein appesls to the Christien

viewpoint.

289m2.. Pe 236,
2991p14., p. 237.
@971pid,, p. 235,

2921pid., p. 239,
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The only Negro character of any consequence created
An this novel by Ue rorest 18 Major Scott, the head man, or
overseer, of the work geng on the plantation, Le rorest
portrays Scott with careful realism noting his ", ., . cheer-
ful leziness and troubles with the Seventh Comuandment as
well as his heroic death."2?3 on the first morning when
the Negroes failed to be up and eround 2s the Doctor had
instructed them to be, Ue Forest plasces the blame on Scott,
who hes failed to set an example, Us Forest's sympathetic
treatment is elearly noted in Dr, Havenel's spesch to lm=~
press upon the group that the true dignity of freedom did
not rest in lazineas:

A lagy men is sure to be & poor men, erd a

poor men is never quite & free.=an , ., . We must

all work to get any thing or deserve any thing,

In old times yau.gggd to wrk from hope, aud not

from fe&r ., . « »
Thus, Le Feorest encoureges induatry in the Negro and, agein,
makes a defensive plea through Dr, Havenel, who says to
Lillie thet

The negroes were ignorant of their duty and

often thoughtless of it, but they were et bottom

gealous to do right, and honestly disposed toward

pecple who pald them for thelir labor, And here

the author ventures to introduce the historical

doubt 28 to whether any other half-barbarous race

was ever blessed and beautified with such a lovingly
grateful spirit es descended, like the {lemes of

293Haight, op. ¢lt., p. viii
294De Forest, op. cit., p. 2i2.
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FPentecost, upon &! bondsmen of
America when their chalns were broken by the
Just hands of the great gblic, Impure in
life by reason of the «illllbrial degrede=
tion, first as nd then as slaves,

they were pure ir h";’l?’ reason of their
fervent joy Mm

Ferein, De Forest Mll bondege as the resson for the segro's
shiftlessness, and stresses the legro's gratitude when the
chalns were severed, Out of their thankfulness, ss Je Forest
indlcatea, the Negroes dld much work thet summer,

Ve Forest illustrates that too much was expected
from the Negro who had been repressed and kept in & brutish
state from hie birth, Hsjor Scott, the self-slected spirit-
ual overseer of the eolored community, like some white
Christians, did not heve the ability to keep the whole Leca=-
legue, Je Forest relestes thst e was even more lieble than
King Devid to overthrow the Seventh Commandment, ocott
explained hls weakneas, "Lif I'd been merried rignt strong,
like 'spectable white folks is, I wouldn't got into thls

muss sn' fatched down shams on 'lig,lan.'?z%

Us rorest makes
cleer that tavenel's disappointment in noplng (or a moral
miracle wea, perhaps, due to hils hoplag for too much too
soon, The Chaplain with whom nsvenel discussed the sfrfaeir

doubted whether the nejor would have fallen into tnis sin

2951w1d,, p. 24k,
29@12‘50, P 247,
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had he been truly

tested, "¢ L W

. t0 which remark Hsvenel proe
!
) hesrt 1s only a pertisl

f' his mind."297 Because

Thad “, .

reformation, unless

of examples set by the N s superiors, 'c Forest was
‘ G.- » ' "
disposed to let It?‘kpﬁ regard Scott as a very fair example

of 2 Christien, gl -

De Forest illnﬂt?ato. that the sbolitionists realized
that some of the Negroes iorc lazy and possessed human
frailities, At thi:kximo, a letter was received from
Colburne which had some relation to the Heconstruction exper-
iment of Lr, Hevenel, It was written In e style of alffected
gaiety end read, in pert, as follows:

I am as much en Abolitionist 22 ever, but not
g0 much of & '"nigger<-worshipper,' I don't know
but that [ shsll yet become un advoeste of slavery,
I frequently think that my boy FHenry will fetch me
to it, He 1ls an awlful boy., GHe dances end gsnbles
all night and then wants to sleep sll dey . . . .
He might sarn two or three times as much on the
levee &t New Orieans; but the lagy ereature would
rether not earn anything; he likes to get hils
living gratis as ne does with me , , . . You ean
make yourself as truly re&pectable es any white
man, Henryl

'Ya-as' he said hesitstingly, ss if he thought
the result hsrdly worth the trouble; for wiich
opinion 1 hardly blsme him, considering the nsture
of a great many white men of tils countrys.. . .

Now when you hsve freed with your own rignt
hsnd &8 many of these lauzy bumpkins as 1 nhave, you
will feel at liberty to speak of them with the

%Y Tpia., p. 2U8.
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same disrespectiul ity. Wendell Philllps says
thet the negro is the only men il Americs thst
can afford te fold his arms an fetly ewalt

his future, That is just whet ihl eritter 1ls
outs me out of patiecnce with

§ & TRp e
Ur., fAavenel felt that celhurnn wes too impatient. Le lorest

4 RN Lee

mekes justifiestion for Rircn.l'l thinking in the statsment,

"God hes chosen to allow \ﬂll.lf & hundred yearaz to free
the negro, We must not ;rulbln Af He chooses to usec up e
hundred more in civilizing him, "299

negardless of what one may have felt for Major Scott
in previous encounters, he displayed grest coursge when the
plantation was abandoned by the other Negroes before the
attack and he chose to stay with Marse Hevenel, In this
portrayal, e Forest brings forth his Negro a2s a superd
human belng, 3cott was ready to die for his liberty and
thet of hls bensfactors, "Of physical courage the fellow
had littlej; but in morsl courage he was at t 1is mcocment sube
1ime,"300 ind ke wae determined not to -e "cotched alive."
He prayed, He snd hle enemy flred at the same timne; both
fell., On the lips of the Negro wes "My God!" end on the

lips of the Hebel was a curse of "Damnation|"

2931b14d., p. 253.
299%0¢. oit.
3001p14,., p. 290,
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De Forest fought in the Civil Wer and wrote, so to
speak, Miss Ravenel's Conversion during that time, Cne
might expect such & book to convey & strong plea for the
abolition of slavery and an expression for ihe hopes for
the future of the Negro, but these desires are Lemperately
expressed, %1 D¢ Forest portrays the Hegro aympetheticelly
yet with careful reslism,30¢ 1o Ma jor Scott, his Negro
creation, he attributed a cheerful laziness, Ie clothed
him in infidelity, letting him ferget to keep thLe Seventh
Commandment even though he wes the supposed exemplsr of
purity and the spiritual leader of the colored community.
Scott scmetimes fell in hie wrestlinge with the sin of lying,
too.3°3 In contrast to Uncle Tom who wes purs filction and
of whom ir, davenel said, "There never was such a slave and
there never will bo,"3°h Major Scolt was glven allowances
because the degrading influences ol bondage must glve to a
slave szome taint of lownoll.3°5 Une may overlook Scott's
moral weaknesses beceuse of the triumphent manliness with

which he went to death.

301Gordon 8, Falght (ed.), Joun Willllam e Forest,
!ilss favenel's Conversion, p. vili,

30202, sit.

30359 Foreat, Hiss Aavenel's Conversion, p. 26,
3%k 1p14., p. 243.

305Los. eit.
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a8 1ike Twsin; the reslis=
48 times wes fifty years

£, too, may have been the
* his u 1le: 101.306 Howells pointed
out that De: as dlstinetly @ man's novellist in an

age when resders wers predealnantly feminine.3°7 ‘frus, his
novel has, until recently, remained obscure,

' Hﬁonl

"e « . nothing thet God hes made is contonptinlo.3°a

At the ege of ten, Williem Usan Howells went to weork
in his father's printing office because it was part of his
father's philoscophy that everyone should ", ., . fulfull &
use, "309 “ere, fowells talked literature end philosophy
with his father, and his mesters were the authors hLe came
to know through his reeding.Jlo

liowells wrote out of the "free," but bitterly pre=-

Judiced, estate of Ohio, ¢His femily had been free Sollers

and 4Abollitionists and had suffered for their beliefls before

3°6nglght,‘gg. cit., p. viii,
N071p14,, p. xviid,
390powells, Criticism and Siction, p. 15.

309Delmar G, Cooke, Willlam Jean Eowells, A triticsl
Study, p. 1.

3101nid., p. 15
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1d during the time of the

War end, o pee with the conflict.’lz

Since 1t was
: “"*flt!. lssus of zlavery lor some=-

tl e, He encourage: s8t, Ceble, and Twein in their

i.. fa

31j' ool
writings, H:i’-" blls
Hegro, he ptclld‘l[‘lq;ﬁhlnut’l theme, 34 1 thre nevelette,

ever M BNy !

An Ingaratl!gg&‘]‘.tq&!;l, Howells exposes tre ", ., , evils

of the American treatment of its black minority,31> He pre-

finelly turned to writing of the

gents also the socisl ﬁiln-ll of & white woman who suddenly
dlscovers that she ecarries a ", . ., taint of blackness"316
in her veins,

The woman who made the discovery was .loda aAldgste,
the nlece of Mrs, Meredith, The story 1s seen from the
viewpoint or Dr, Edward Olney, who hed met (hode In Italy
and remembered her as & dark beauty ", ., . with rich com-
plexion of olive, . . , and ., . . hair erinkling eway te

either tomplo.317 Howslls prepares Clney for the particie

3lliowells, An Imperstive luty, p. xlv,
31l2Carter, op. cit., Pe 33.

33i0g. sit.

3lhieg, cit.

3151Ibid., p. 84.

31800, sit.

31Tvswella, An Imperstive .uty, p. 147.
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ns by having him
observe iilu;_:-é;;. ; the N poes and the white of
: 7:,5r; Olney attended :iira,

disturbence, the

Olni} llid it t ‘ tagrooa ad given him & distinect
.{u'um 244
pleasure whenever he met He mentioned thet tney

caslld gEen: yo
seemed to be the anlgfjnoplo who hsd any heart for iile left,

and they ", . . l.‘ll‘fhlp.fnl and heppy even in tuelir rejece
tion by their rolloUInn.'319 Mrs, Mereditn's guery as to
whether he would intermarry led to & discourse on soclel and
Christien equality in which Howells relates the irony of
Christien treatment of the Hegro:

Sut short of that [intermarrying] 1 don't see
why one shouldn't nllocinto with them, There are
terms a good deal shbort ol the affectlon we lavish
on dogs and horzes that I fancy they might bLe very
gled of, We might recognlze them as lellow=dDesings
in publlc: if we den't in private; bduat we lgznore,
if ve don't repulse trem 2t every peinte-from cur
business as well as our boscma, XYea, it strikes
one &8 very oda on getlting nome--very fuany, very
painful, f{ou would think we amight meet on comaon
ground before our common odeebut we don't. lhey
beve trelr cwn churches, =nd I suppose it would
be as surprising to find one ol t.om st a wiite
coumunion=teblg as it would to find one st & white
dinner-party,-<

318(;““:" 22. m-, De ﬁh-

219owells, An Imperstive Duty, p. 153.
mm s P 19&.
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At this pelnt, mw'- religious beliefa,
e was sgnostic, hutillllﬂ‘iﬁﬁ!ﬂni‘l that Olney ". . .
could be as Wnum who denied Christ
in the aaemn“mm been & bettor aor-t."321
Ulney added that perhaps the Negroes would be welcome in
the Catholic Church Q}‘Jj;ﬂn Catholics seemed to have kept
the 1deal of Uhristian equality,

fet, lowells p!!ttl,l in Olney & turwoil of emction
--disgust, when Mrs, Heredith gesped cut, "Hy niece .s of
iegro descent,"322 [Dp, Olney fceund ulamseli disllkirg the
notion of ithoda's having Negro blood in her veins, "Before
he felt plty, he felt repulsion; his own race lustinct
expressed 1tsell In a merciless rejection of Ler beauty,
her innocence, her helplessness because o her raoce,"323
Finelly, ne . astered the impulse with a tender indi_natlon,
¥rs, Yeredith questioned Olney ebout hia sincerity ss to
the thinge ne had scld on the previocus nlgyht abeut "thst
wretched race,' e answered, "L do abhor tre cruel stuplde

ity thsat makes &ny rsce treat anotuer us outcest, "32l

32lieg, cit.
322pp14,, p. 164,
3231p1d., p. 165,
32450e, cit.
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Howells, hereby, portun‘muo toward the
Ny .

Howells portrays Mlﬁ relating, hystericelly,

the Hegro charcctu'WWm detects in ilode:
ronRing Y Bt T
1 cen hear 1‘3 in her voice at times--it's s

bleck volece! /I can see 4% in her Jooks! . cau fecl
1t in ler chnerﬂ drresponsible,
80 find of what 18 llti’lﬂi plessant! . . . -he
cannot forecast ¢ 83 she's & oreature of
the present houry them § 1 tilnk in
some occult, dreadf feels her arfinity
with them, and ’tWt ‘the resson why ehe's so
ettracted by ‘fond of them, It's her
race calling

<.‘

Howells makes one sware of the fact thet the gqualltles,
which Mrs. Meredith conslders bleck, are those which «ey be
sttributed to a pereon of sny rece or color, In (lney,
Howells coreates & feeling that, perhaps, there sre tines
when one hee & right to live & lle, but drs, reredith pro-
tested vehemently, ".t is better to die=-to kill--tisn GO
11e."326 ‘e door opened, and rhoda walked ine-she head
come back for her gloves, ohe atooned and klssed her aunt,
Ars, Meredith, who seemed to Clney no better then a nurder-
ea8s.for naving revealed the fact. I1in rhwda's commaent,
dowx~lls conveys deep lrony, "And I suppoae [ heve interrupted

you in the full flow of symptoms! . c¢an lmspine what no

325ibid,, p. 171.
32bi0s, oit.
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perfectly delightiul gere shaving with Lr. Olney I"327
my grcndfltherf'323

. W : ﬁ-ut him, ancia,” sald
. .:.;,” , , “pest in this noutral 3
=&. N8 "never told me much, except
that he was - Creole, and--and richj ande-
P.'D‘ltl’i &8 those ‘hlnzl went there, among nis
peoploe=
» *H uﬂ' ;.‘..,

"Was he some old nlavor, like these i1 llr,
Cablets: book?  L.shouldn't care lLor that! _ut
that would have been his fault, snd woulan't
heve been any disgrace; nnd you sald--dnd my
granddothere-ewho was she?"

"She was--not his wife,"329
Iria girl was silent and motionless wuen s, Meredith sald,
"She was his slsve,"330 Howells laplies that one would
have Lo stop a momsrt and exchsnge plsceas with thode to
realize the extent o this electrifying announceuent, and
her reccticn was

{ou noan t0 #8y-=t0 tell AGe=thateel
nm-black‘

"Oh, no poor cnild! iLou &re asg Wi lte 8§ 1 &m
--68 A&ny one, Jo0 one woulid ever thinkea"

"sut 1 heve thet dbleood in me? 1t is the same
thingi" Aan awful silence followed sgaln, eni Lhen
tie girl salcds And you let me grow up thinking 1

3271pid., p. 172.
3281p44,, p. 183.
3291big., p. 13l

330100, eit.
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was white, like other girls, when you knew=--You
let me pass myself off on myself and every one
else, for what I wasn't! Oh, Aunt Caroline,
what ere you telling me this ghoatly thing for?
It isn't true! You couldn't have lst me live
on all these :clrg,thiakilg 1l was & wnlte per=-
son, when--you could heve told me from the
boginning 88 scon &8s I could understand anye
thing, %331

fhoda eould not belleve this horrible revelation, in trying
to resson that 1t was not true, she thought perheps there
wag something in the medicine which Dr, Clney had given
her aunt, Howells portrays an hystericsl moment, wher the
girl dropped her head on her sunt's knee and sobbed wildly:
"I fon't know what you're doing this for.
It can't be true~~it can't be real, Shall 1
never wake from it, and have you back? You
were all I had in the world, and now if you
were not what I thought you, so true end 5333’
I haven't even you eny more, Ch, oh, ohl
Mrs, Meredith related thet she had always ", . .
prayed for light to see her duty and strength to do 1t¢,"333
She kept repeating a bebble of wordes as Lhoda sobbed on,
Suddenly, FRhoda inquired about her mother, "Was she my
fether's sleve too?"334 8he wee told that 2lavery was a

thing of the past at that time, and that her father was too

3311p14., p. 185,
3321v14., p. 186,
33310e. cit.
33hice. eit.
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good & men-~he had merrled her mother, though he knew that
it would ruin him,

Howells illustrates that Hhoda's problem, after
learning of her ancestry, was that of choosing the right
course to follow, The dictates of a Furiten conscience
urged her to identify herself with the Negro r-eo.335 It
was in the evening, but Hhoda went out alene and msde her
way to the Negro section of the town, As she wslked among
the colored folk of "all tints snd types,"33® she wondered
how many generations would earry her back in hue to the
blackest of those loathsome old women, She thought, "Ferhseps
1 have relations emong them,"337 iowells points out that a
new sgony of interest in the rsce possessed ihoda, &nd the
Negro seemed to claim her, She never knew before

how hideous they were, with their flat wide-
nostriled noses, thelr out-rolled thick l1lips,
thair mobila, bulging eyes set neer together,
their retreeting chins end foreshesds, and their
I Ly, Waret Ahmn spety 1 s I e o
’ ’
In Howells's portrayal, ihoda vefusec to sccept the loss of

her former selfl, end her pride was ressserted,

335carter, op. cit., p. °5.

336Eowells, An Imperstive Duty, p. 192,
337154, p. 193.

3381b14., p. 191,
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However, Howells indieates that reslity forced ihoda
into despair, As & mesns of reconciliation, she surrounded
herself with black people by sttending the evening meeting
in the Wegro church. The old Negro woman sssured khode
that the Lord could do anything, £fhoda Implored, "Can He
change your skin? Can He make black white?"339 mne cl4
colored women answered, "I reckon He don't think it's
wor thwhile, 1f He csn meke me willing to be black so easy,"340
Howells hereby illustrates that the Negro nccepts the black~
ness of his skin, It is the white person who resents color.
In the following seene, the author portrays Fhoda's repul-
sion, The night was warm, and as the exhslatiocns of the
Negro bodles thickened the eair, it seemed

to her that she began to taste the odor snd these
poor peoples, whom thelr Creator has msde so hldeous
by the standards of all other creatures roused a
cruel loathing In her, which expressed itself in

a frentic refusal of thelr claim upon her, In her
heart she cast them off with vindictive hate,
'Ioa," she thought, "I should have whipped them,

too, Si are anlmals; they are only it to be
slaves,"

Howells makes it understood tuet ahode begen to hate the
Negroes because the deepest antipathies sre for that which

one feels one has wronged, dhoda felt that she had rejected

B”Mc. P. 135,

M0roe. git.
y‘l : ’ p- 197.
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her rece.342 Dr, Olney had not come of slaveholders nor

had bis people ever ", . ., injured those poor creatures,”343
iherefore he did not hate the Negroes nor ". . . thelr infina
itestimal part"344 in ihoda,

Howells makes it clear that, when . Shoda wes struck
by the revelation that previous acts of miscegenation had
made her a2 Negro, Ur, Olney had trled to find soluticns te
the paychologicsel problems which threatened to destroy her,
To Ulney's queation of why she tormented heraelf, she
answered:

I can't help 1t, It's burnt into me, It's

branded me one of 1 gm one, Ko, 1 can't

escape, And the best way 1s te go and live among

them and own 1t, Then perheps 1 can learn to

?o:: 1;,d:1d go:‘gezohzgonizo. B“‘;ﬁgﬂg hate thea.

i do, p it. « . &
Thus, one notes Howell's psychological concern that dominates
the book along with the imperative sense of obligation to
duty. Iiheda, in her agony, could nct aceept her Hegro ences-
try. <~he locked the secret in her heart, and with her
husband's avowal never to reveal the fact, the two eacsped

to italy=-a lend of dark skinned peopls, Yet, iocwslls ampha-
8ized that ihoda never completely escaped from the tantalizing

42carter, op. ¢it., p. 86,
343Howel1s, in Luperative Duty, p. 230
MM'. p. 233,

3‘5M" P 233-
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effectes of her Negro sncestry. However, he admonlshes that
"e « » the sting and sin go out of the rasce probleam if
persons, of whatever color, accept the mere facts of their
common humenity,"346

Howells states thet if Olney had ever had eny regret
of marrying lhoda, it was

that the sunnye-natured antetypes of her mother's

race had not endowed ner with more of the neaven-born
cheerfulness with which it meets contumely and
Injustice, Iis struggle was with thet hypochondria
of the soul intc which the Furitenism of her father's
race [white] hes sickened in her, and which so often
seems to satisfy ita crazy claim upon ccnlcieaﬁ, by
enforeing scme aimless aet of self-sacrifice,

| Howells Las the following to sey concerning rhoda's plight:

| The proud, pure girl who had been told thet
her mother was slave-born and sineborn, had lived
ae cerefully sheltered from the gullt end shame
that ere in the world as tender love and pltylng
fear could keep her; but go much of the sad fact
of evil hed somehow reached her that she stood in
& sudden glare of the reality. 5She understood,
and she felt ell scathed within by the intellligence,
by whatever the cruelest foec could hsve told her
with the most unspsaring fulness, whatever the
fondeet frlend could have wished her not to know,
The swiftness of these mentsl processes no '°§Fﬂ
can Buggest; we can portray l1life, not living.,- 4+

Houolli, because of hls ever-present sense of humanity,

portrays pity for the Negro. An Imperative vuty ". . . was

%Gmsn; Pe XV,
471p14,., p. 230.
A8pi4,, p. 137,
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Howells' contribution to the disabusing of America's mind
of the felse and deadly sterectypes and stock reactions to
the problem of the Kegro in A-u-len."ﬁ’ One 1s conscious
of a similarity In jihoda Aldgete and Twain's Hoxans, Llike
ioxy, imodn' 1s one-sixteenth Wegro, Both struggle with the
color problem, lhoda, however, never approaches Hoxy in

grandeur snd nobleness,

3“96”%.!. op. cit., p. 37.



CHAPTER V
THE ARTIST WITEOUT FEER

Of the novelists studlied, Mark Twain presented the
most vivid and lifelike portrayals of the Negro in American
fietion, In his preface to Ihe lannocents Abrosd, Twein
wrote, "I sm aure I have written honestly, whetLer wisely
of net."350 It 1s noted that Twaln held a close friendship
and assoclation with Harris, Ceble, and Howells, also that
Howells encouraged and praised LDe Forest, Accordingly, one
might expeet an Intermingling of ideas.

It was Twain who brought to American litersture a
genuine Negro dielect, an instrument of -rt.JSI He may have
had an equal in the rendition of leazro speech; howevsr,
there are thoee who are not willing to grant that Harris
was an oqunl.352 Harris was interested in that which was
good, hopeful, snd wholesome in human nnturo.353 Although
he is remembered for his benevolent Uncle lemus, Harris
painted the other alide of the piecture, too, Iwsin regarded

Cable 88 & valuable postewar writer, The (wo traveled and

350%wein, The Innogents Abrosgd, p. 1x.
351pe, Voto (ed.), The Portsble Mark Iweir, p. 27.

ng.. Pe. 2)0
3538aker, op. oit., p. 601,
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lectured together., Twain often Intrcduced Cable on the
platform as "my little brother," which, in = literary sense
he wll.35h In the writer's opinion, De Forest, in his
entreaty for the humanity éf the Negro, more nearly
approached Twain, Like Twain, De Forest was fifty yoars
ahead of the Americmn reeder, Tho novels of both Cable and
De Forest were objectloneble to the publie and, consequently,
have been forgotten until recently., Howelle, in a small
way, gave an effective portrayal, KEis novel, perhsps, was
lesa direct and less dramatice, Certainly one cannot deprec=-
iate the works of these men In eny sense of the word, Each
has presented, in a2 minute wey, ¢ commendable plea for the
Hegro's cause, However, their presentstions do not have

the depth which one finds in the novels of Iwain, None has
approached Twsin in character portrayel,

Mark Twein's motto, suggested to him by his wirfe,
was "Treet every man ae If he were colored until he is
proved white,"355 :is sympathy for the Hegro, Lis intense
suffering at an injustice done the Negro, and .is lirgeness
of heart gave nhim the cepecity to endow nhis cherscters with
a sense of life, Iwein's plctures of life in the ante=-

bellum South are regarded as, on the whole, nearer Lhe

3ﬁc“ter’ 22. _c_u" p. 82.
355§v11n, Mark Twain'e Notebook, p. 170,
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truth then those supplied by any other Artllt.356 Twain

gave all points of viewe-the besutiful aslde ol slavery, the
patrisrchel side, and the horror of 1it., The intense dread
of the Negro, that he would be sold down the river, has
never been more vividli presented than when ioxy saw the
swirling weter against the aneg and resligzed that she was
going the wreng way., OScott sayes that even ", . . the pecul-
iar harmlessness of Jim was besutiful to contemplate."357
The writer agrees with De Voto who said, "ligger Jim, koxy
and Uncle Dan'l are the only Negroes who truly live, s& per-
sons apart from the folk tales of Harris, in the literature
of the nineteenth contury."353 Twain's charscters live
because he peainted them from lire,

Twain wes more concerned about his world and the
people who inhabited 1t than were most men, and hls resent-
ment ol what he and others had to suffer was very px-tn‘ouml.}59
It i1a believed that Twain was ", ., ., ahesd of his time in
condemning race dilorimination.36° In fect, critics have

found meny Instances of lwein's forwardelooking mind, This

356apthur L. Scott (ed,), Mark Twaln Selected
Critielsm, p. 86,

35723. 9_&0
353pe Voto, Mark Iwain's America, p. 292.

3§9ninnic M, Brashear ¢ Art, iLuamor d dumsnit
of X R 5 391, » e Art, lumor, and dumenlty

3601pid., p. 379,
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fact, plus his rare sensitivity, related him to the writers
of the twentieth century beyond the dete o his death in
1910.361 Twein may be regarded as the murslist who painted
the true Negro characters of Americen litereture, Ne may
be regarded as the artist without peer who petiticned for
the Negro's freedom--that new birth of freedom promiszed by

the Emancipsetion Froclamstliocne--the freedom of dilgnity and
humanity,

36lice, git.
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