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But the most obvious affinity between Joyce and Agee's
works is the use of epiphany within the framework of tche myth.
The other similarities--the flow of detall, the interilor
monologue, the point of view, the disgulsed blography--serve
to develop the epiphany. It is this use of epiphany within a
mythic framework that glves Agee's prose ites "rhetoric of
splendor." By naming esch object end restoring to it &
purity nn@ freshness, Agee has assumed the task of the
epiphanist. Here, the poet creates the world anew. If the
function of epiphany is to ereate anew, to give a "virginal
tronhn.ul,"ak Agee would then labor with the contimous flow
of tzt.rnli stimull in his prose. He would also engage the
structural devices of the interior monologue and the disguised
blography. In its amalgamation of the viewpoint of the
protagonist with that of the author's, the work, then,
assumes autoblographical proportions. The artist is, then,
able to confer value and significance upon the everyday,
commonplace world by rearranging and tyansmuting it. Thus,
the mogt insignificant object or detall achieves its epiphany.
Through the eyes of Agee's protagonist, the reader attains
to & closer intimacy between himself and the oblect. Idke
Joyce and the Surrealists, Agee desired %o push back the
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boundaries which separate the physical and the metaphysical
world; he hoped to wipe awey the impediments which disasso=-
clate and castigate man from his universe. This goal would
be realized, not by stripping objectes of thelr physical
characteristics, but by adding to thelr qualities through the
ability to gee. A strange identificatlion, or intercourse,
took place between the one who sees and the objects them=
selves. Seelng was not simply a2 recelving process but an
exchange or interchange between sense and object. The senses
would be trained not only to percelve objects simply but also
to enrich the objlects of thelr perception., In this way,
matter would be revitalized, created anewe=the task of
opiyhnny."s

Follovwing the Surrealiste, Agee tried to demonstrate
by his vision " . . . to vwhat degree of intensity modern man
can be imbued ﬁith mystlcism even when in apparent combat
against 'anclent ny%hs."‘56 Though Agee rejected the
traditional mythie fmn-rerk that Joyce employed, he still
found myth to be " . « . the best avallable bridge."! 57
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