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CHAPTER 1
ORIGIN OF THE PROBLEM

No activity of the sehool is more communal in its
nature, or more diversified in the talent used
than 15 dramatic arts. Yhrough partieipation in
this activity, latent talents are discoversd and
cultivated: tﬁ. overaggressive pupil subdusd; the
shy enc¢ouraged and given self-gonfidence. Each one
ageording to his talents, five or two or one, is
given an o unity to serve the common ;ooi and
reap the rich benefits of partieipatioen in a eres-
tive endeaver. . . . Thus, dramatic arts, in tum,
render seryice to the greatest of all arts--the art

of living.

These words, appearing in Ihe Pulletin of the
Bational Assegiation of Seqendary-Scheel Pringipals,
provoked the question, has there been an endeavor to pro-
vide dramatiec activities in the high schools of Xansas
and provide students with the opportunity to acquire this
fart of living"? No record of events assocliated with
dramatic activities in Kansas high schools could be
found. Howuv'r; the fact that dramatic activities have
been of interest to students and faculty in Kansas high
schools was shown in articles appearing in the Kansag

lpmerican Educational Theatre Assoeiation,
»5?530;
00

ip of she Jasional Apseciavice of Sesendery

; ipals of the National Education Agscciation,
Uhuhz gton, D.C.: Velume 33, Number 166, December, 1949),
PP £=J.




Eigh Sehool Astivities Jogrsal and the Kansas Speech
Jeagher. As early as 1938 M. Harold G. Ingham of Lawrendes,
state director of speech activities at that time, recom-
mended that district speech festivals should be held, which
would include one-act plays and radio drama.? The same
year the opinion that there was a noticeadble increase in
the number of schools taking part in speesh activities,
drama ududod; went on record in the Kanpas High School
Activities Jowrnal.? In October of 19)3; the delegate
assembly meeting of the Kansas Activities Assoclation voted
to set up distrioct speech festivals to be held during the
second semester, these to include extempore speech, ons-act
drama, radio drama, after-dinner speaking, original and
standard oration, reading and declamation.*

The Kansas Speech Association has been active in
arousing interest and premoting the development of dramatic
activities in Kansas high schools. This organization is
open to all persons interested in the study, teaching,
direction of speech activities or the administration of

3!h. Kansas State TbSa::olvA;t£v1§§fs“Al;:ct;tion,
Eg.gg Qi§§’§g;; !Egg;g‘ t Yolume umber
OvYeR 25, » . 4o pe ' '
31p14., p. 10.

Mthe Kansas State High School Activities Association,
iﬂﬁ%iﬂyuuqﬁﬁ} Mpeting (Tepeka: Yolume II, Number 2,
) l’, 9 [ ] ’O »
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sshool aniﬂuu.’ One of the objectives of the Kansas

Spesch Association 1is "to promote the general welfare of
all spessh astivities in the state, beth high school and
colhnu" The efficial publication of this erganisation
is the Kansas Spsech Jourmsl, which includes articles of
intersst to the drama teacher, i.e. In the May, 1949,
issus facts were given to stimulate imterest in affiliating
with the National Thespian Society.’” The Kaugas Spessh
Jeursal reviews books which would be of interest to the
drama teacher, as well as printing articles unm what
various schools ars doing in the interests of dramatie
activities in the high sehools.®

The American Educational Theasre Association,
repressnting the school theatre on all lavels, inecluding
high school, eollege, university, and children's theatrs,
is another organisation which gcontributes to the interest
of dramatic activitiss. In 1940 the American Educational

5fhe Gomstitution of the Kansas Speech Association.

‘nuu Spsech Association (Allen
m:l. Lawrence, Kansas: Volume I: 5&& i %. 1950},
Pe & ‘

Tibid., Iips for Teachsrs, P- 9.

‘l-nua Speech Associat M
3%—*&%3 m *ul ansast Volume xx.
» Po b

Number ’, hy. 19
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Theatre Asscciation prepared a publication for The Bulletin
Of xbe Hatlonal Apscociation of Seeondary-3cheol Fringipals.
This publisation descridbed the place of dramatic arts in
secondary education. It gave emphasis to qualifications of
teachers and to methods and instructional aids necessary
for the development of a varied and effective pro;rnn.9

The Gilason Playerl; an organisation under the
direstion of Dr. F. H, Gilson, instructor of drama and head
of the speech department at Kansas State Teachers Collsge
of Emporia, took plays which were designed to stimulate
interest in the dramatic arts, on towr to the surrounding
communities. The faet that the Gilason players were invited
back during the following years would be an indication that
some interest in the art of drama was evident. These towrs
originated in the year of 1915, During the following
thirty years the Gilson Players went on towr almost every

year with the exeeption of the war yoarl.l9

9american Educational Theatre Association, é?i
i S oo

| S e R e

[pals of the National Education tn-ociazton
, Degember, 1949).




The Kanpas Year Book 1937-1938 stated that the
Gilson Players had become a state imstitution. In addition

to bringing standard drama to the small towns, seldom
visited by professional theatre companies, the organisation
gave advanced trainiang in play preduction te those who
desired it. During the summer menths the Gilson Players
pressnted a Shakespearean play at Peter Pan Park, lnperia.ll

People, as well as organisations, interested in the
field of drama helped in its growth and development. W. ¥,
Bass, while chairman of the speech committes of the
Activities Association, in 1938, stated that the number of
schools participating in league and county meets in which
drama and other noncompetitive events are stressed was
1ncrcalin¢.1’

Niss Wanda May Vlnnon; director of speech and K.A.Y.
of the Kansas High School Activities Association, has been
instrumental in building the interest in drama through her
office with the Kansas State Migh School Astivities
Asacciation. She will, upom request, send out a list of

1y ,nsas State Chamber of Commeree, }g_g Book
égzz,;g;g (Published by the Kansas State Chamber o
mmerce, Topeka, Kansas, 1938), p. 162,

I'Tha Kansas State Schoel Activities Association,

m'%.q;gm (Yopekat Volume I, Number 6,



approvodl’ plays, if the director seo desires.lt Miss
Vinson also directs all speech clinies sponsored by the
Activities Associatien.
Mr. E. A. Thomas, retired commissioner of the Kansas

State High School Aetivities Association, was helpful in
getting the State Board of Education to aceept the
establishment of speech and drama as an approved department
in high lahoola.l’ Although speech and drama became an
approved department in the high sshools, speech was nos, as
yet, a requirement for graduation, In the Kansas State
High School Activities Assocsiation Objectives, 1949-1950,
Mr. Themas stated:

It is well to note that the Stats Beard of Education

has already approved the establishment of Speech and

Gubjeste taugkt in it may be used for'a Swooyedr

Minmor by students in meeting their requirements for

duation, This is encouraging, espesially for the
arger high schools, but in order to reach the

I’Approvbd appliss to the list of plays which the
Committee, chosen the Activities Assocclation, picked
during the period when plays must be approved for use in
the speech and drama festivals.

lhyiss Wanda May Vinson, Director of Speech and

K.A.Y., Kansas State h Sehool Aetivities Association,
in interview, June 12, 1964, Topeka.

15%ansas Speech nnchw Bsate |
EE!I!!IIII Eﬁ""'i‘!@ t 1909-3¢
... ﬁl‘m“, sas olunme » )

1%9). P 7.




students in all high sghools no doudt a eh
requirement 1is noeoalnr{. The growth of gntcroat
in speech training on the high school level s
engoura and it is the aim of the Activities
Assogiation to assist {n ths firm establishment of
speech trai as absolutely essential in the
education of high school students, this is to be
lufplo-ontod an pularised through our speech
elinies and a well-organised program of dasic
speech actiyities im our distriet and state
festivals.

In treating the subjest of drama, the Kansas Chamber
of Commerce in their 1937-1938 year book pointed out that
the high school was probably drama's strongest foothold im
the state. It went on to state that no school was so small
that it didn't have its class pll’lcl7 They also pointed
out the following:

The iarcads ef the movies and the dismal future of
the legitimate stage ars mitigated Yy the fact that
thousands of boys and girls at an impressionable age
are being coached in dru-ntigl and in the mechanics
of modern play preseatation.

Although there has been an indication of interest in
drama in the high schools of Kansas manifested in various
ways, there have been noe studies made which have drawm

together svents associated with the dramatie activities in

191!3‘-

17%ansas State Chamber of Commerce Qggsgg Book
5222-1235 (Published by the Kansas State 6h.n ro
ommerce, Topeka, Kansas; 1938), p. 162.

1104,
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Kansas high schools. The facts are obseure up to 1937 when
the Kansas 3tate High School Activities Association was
formed. However, in 1938 speech activities became a part
of the Activities Association and more accwrate records
became available. The question thus arose, What were the
svents asseciated with the growth and development of
dramatiec activities after 19381 This question served as
the genesis for this stwdy.

I, LIMITATIONS

The events examined in this study is limited to
those brought about by collogo-; The Kansas State High
School Activities Association, and The Kansas Speech
Association, It will not include events occurring in the
individual high schools of Kansas.

IX. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

It 4is the purpese of this study to discover and
present the pertinent facts, in chronological order, of the
events associated with dramatic activities in Kansas high
schools during the peried 1938-1964.



IIX. DEFIKITION OF TERMS

Exenty. Those happenings, in and through the work of
ingtitutions of higher learning and organisations which have
helped develop dramatic astivitises in Kansas high schools.

Dramasic sctivities. Those activities which deal
with the producstiom of plays, the production of contest

material, and classes in drama on the high school level.

High schools of Kangas. Those high schools
belonging to, or whickh have belonged to, the Kansas State

High School Activities Assoclation.

IV. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

A study of jpeegh Mgpographs, Amerigan Educational
Theatre Journal, Quarterly Journs) of Speegh, The Spesch
Teacher, Dissertation Abstragts, and Lester Thonssen's

Bibliegraphy of Speech Bdusation and the 1939-1948 supple-
ment to this bdook, indicate there were no published or

unpublished works of the nature which the writer intended
to pursus.

In reviewing the literature, several theses were
found with titles which indicated a possible similarity to
this study. 4 ocareful study of these theses revealed the



10
similarity was in title only. The following ars those

which indicated a similarity: 4 Suryex of the Extra-

swrisuiar Dramatic Agtivities in Ohlo High Schools-1938-
1959 by Robert Kibler.l? Kibler dealt with a survey and

an analysis of the dramatic produstions in Ohio high
schools whieh had an extracurricular dramatics program,

N, Jean Scott in A Desoripiive Study of a Thres Year Spesch
Arts Program for Eigh 3¢hoel, " presented a program in s
Migzsowri school, which included dramatiec astivitieas.
Charles R. Brown's Survey ¢f the Theatrss in The Fublig
Senior Eigh Sghools of Salt Lake Cownty, Usah®' was pri-
marily concerned with the physical conditions of the
theatres in Salt Lake Counsy. In The ¥iesonsin Idea in the
Niscensin Eizh Scheel Fersnsis Assoeiation.®? tnompson
focused her attention on debate rather than drams.

19R0bert J. Kibler, A

Thasterts éﬁiﬁ%‘%ﬁ.‘ﬁﬁ&‘&m

Spsech, 1959).

20y, Jean Secott, A Descriptive S%ud
e g L R PR,

nmnrlu Lee Bren, é [heatre:

Uninnity of Utah, August, 1
% Elisabeth m-p-on, fhe ¥isconsin

western Mﬁ%ﬂl&




das Ltk i A S

11

David Matheny in his masters study at Kansas State
Teachers College, Emporia presented the events and
activities of the collegs department,?)

Mr. E. A, Thomas is in the process of authoring a
history of the Kansas High School Activities Asscciation,
of whieh speech is a part. This writer worked with Mr,
Thomas in an effort to avoid duplication of his work.

It wvas evident after a review of pertinest sourses
and literature that there were no studies similar in method
or approach to these studied in this thesis.

Thus, the problem of this study appears unique in
its approach and to have significance in terms of mani-
fested interest in high school dramatic activities in
Kansas. Further study of the events in the high school
programs ¢an be aided through a collestion and recording
of past events which will provide a groundwork for future
contributions.

The procedures used in the study are presented in
Chapter II, Chapter 11l presents the chronology of
collected events and Chapter IV the summary of findings,
the conclusions drawn, and suggestions for further study.

3pavid Math

gfiiggiggﬁii T twégrmm;’%gg;liigiaa tate
eaghers Vo ge, M

e Taqshers
poria, Kansas, 1937).



CHAPTER II
THE PROCRDURRS

The primary purpose of Chapter II is te show the
procedures the writer has employed ia this research. These
procedures may be divided into two parta. The first part
deals with the method of gathering information to be used,
the second with the presentation of data collested.

X. NETHODS OF GATHERING INFORMATION

Step Ons: Ibrough Svganisations-

Informatioa was gathered from official publications
of organisations. Ihe Kansas Hih Seheol Astivities
Jowrnal' was used to find events which ware conducted by or
evoked through the Activities Association. The Kansas
Spessh Teacher? was used in the same manner. The American
Educational Theatre Association's Edugational Theatre

y Offieial
Publication or thc ot vhiu
Association, publinhcd Sopu-ber t lh at 1300 Topeka
Avenue, Topeka, Kansas, by the hnul tate Bigh School
Activitiu Auocuun.

W » official publication of the
Kanesas 3 ssociat m. puhnahcd at Lawrence, Kansas,
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dowrsal? and the Mational Thespian Society's Dramatics
‘!lllllntk were used with the thought that some articles
pertaining te dramatic activities in Kansas might bde
found,

Step Iwe: Corregpondenge and Cemtact

A letter was sent to the forty-six colleges and
Junior colleges, both state and church affiliated, in the
stato of Kansas. (See Appendix A) The purposs of this
letter was to determine if there wers events--workshops,
clinics, or other activities involving high school teachers
and students-~gpensorsd by the colleges which may not have

received publicity through The Kangas Jtate High 3chool

Agtivities Joyrnsl or the Kansas Speech Teacher.
The files of the 3tate Historisal Association in

Topeka were examined for informatiom on high school dramatic
activities in the state.

Step Thres: JIntervisws
A. Ingtitutiongl. The writer cemdusted persomal
interviews with the heads and/or the people concerned with

3gq V % , Official Publicatien
of the Asarisan Edusat satre Association.

‘%ﬁgi” Magagine, Official Publication of the
National splan Socioty.'



the drama departments of certain colleges in Kansas.
People with whom the writer had an opportunity to speak
weret Dr, Karl C., Bruder, Kansas State Teachers College
of Baporia; Dr. William conboy; Dr, Lewin Goff and Dr, Jed
Bavis of the University of Kansas, Lawrence; Professor
Dennis Denning, Kansas Stats Universitsy, Mamhattan; Dr.
Robertscn 1. Strawn, and Dr., Mary R. Roberts, Kansas State
Collegs of Pittsburg; Professor lesslis Blake, State
University of Wichita., Interviews were sonducted on the
basis of the following questions,

1. VWhat services are or have besen provided by
your department for the high school dramatics
teacher; workshops, c¢linies, spesch tourna-
ments which include drama?

2. Can you cite other svents outside of your

ingtitution which may hawve coatributed to the
dramatioc activities in Kansas high schools?

Whent Where?
3. What in yowr estimatioa has besn the greatest
step toward the and development of

drama in Xansas h schools?
Question thres could not always de answered in
terms of events and dates, The abbdreviated answers are
considered in a ssparate segtion of Chapter III.

B. Non Ingtitutional. An interview with Miss Lois
Caffyn, Langusge Arts Consultant of the Department of
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Publie Instruection at Topeka, produced answers to the
following questions,

1. Can drama classes count toward gradwation?
What year did this stars?

2. Do you have the number of schools in which
drama is offered as a subject?

3 g;ii:igi&;g:ssgb speeific :fﬁ::ﬁi::atl for

k. Is there a state sourse of study for drama?

Interviews were held with Miss Wanda May Vinson,
Dirsstor of speech and K.A.Y. of the Kansas High School
Activities Association; Mrs. Mary Jane Teal, director of
the Wichita Community Theatre; Professor Allen Crafton,
retired head of the speech department of the University of
Kansas; Mr. E. A, Thomas, retired executive director of
the Kansas High School Activities Association; Mrs. F, H,
Gilson, wife of the late Dr. Gilson, head of the speech
department at Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia;
Miss Shameleffer, retired speech teacher from Wichita; Mr.
- Kenneth Seott and Mr. Henry Ellenberger, both of Emporia
and former students of Dr, Gilsoa; Mrs. Marjorie Williams,
daughter of the late Dr. Gilson. The following questions
wers used to facilitate determination of events making the
greatest contributions to the furtherance of dramatie

activities.
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1. What events, in the interval 1938-1964, do
you recall as being related to dramatic
activities in high schools?

2. Do you fesl that the quality of drama in the
hljg sehools has improved?

3. To what do you attribuse this?
Il. MRTHOD OF PRESENTATION

Events associated with the dramatic activities in
Kansas high schools were tabulated and arranged ia
chronological sequence. Pertinent fasts surrounding each
svent were oollested and noted in relasioa te that event,
For sase of reference a historical timeline was developed
which serves to indicate at a glanes both the chronclogy
and concentration of events.

The events are presented and discussed in terms of
pertinent data in Ghapter III.



CHAPTER III
PRESENTATION OF DATA

Chapter III pressnts the findings of this study in
two parts. Part I records the significant events and a
disoussion of these events. It should be remembered that,
although there are no events recorded for some years,
dramatic activities were bdeing carried on in the schools.
Righ sehools were offering classes and extra-gurricular
work in drama, teachers were instrueting students in
different phases of drama, ¢olleges were offering classes
to improve the standards of teaching drama in the high
school., These facts, which may not have been an event in
themselves, has an impact on high sehool dramatic activities
and are discussed im part II.

PART I

The events pertinent to the dramatic activities in
Kansas high schools are presented in chronclogical order
with the tetal chromology divided into four segments as
follows: 1938-1943, 194Ak-1949, 1950-1957, and 1958-1964.
This division is designed for case in reading. In each
segment, the year is listed followed by the events and the
digeussion of the events.



The Kansas 3tate High Sechool Activities Association
was a new organisation having been founded in 1937. Until
this year the Aetivities Association had been am Athletie
Assoclation and in 1937 it expanded, changed its name, and
began taking 4in all aetivities which were associated with
the high sehools. In 1938 speech activities became a part
of the Kansas State High Sehool Activities Association.l
Speeeh, upon bdesoming a part of the Astivities Association,
achieved status as a major secondary school aetivity and
has maintained both its place in the associlation and the
relevant status through the succeeding years., Drama, in
Kansas, is considered a "speech activity" and thus shares
in the prestige acquired by speech in 1938.

In 1938 Mr. Harold G. Ingham of Lawrence, the
State direeter of spesch astivities, made the following

1!?. E. A. Thomas, Retired Exsoutive Diresstor, Kansas
State High School Aetivities Association, In imterview, June

5] 1““. mt..
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recommendation to the delegate assembly of the Aetivities
Association:

Following the state debate tournamsnt dictritt
spesch festivals be held so as to 1nci

a::tv%:;oo ald;r 1l and standaxd .r::}um ong~-
aet plays, radio ) SXLSEpOre opes 2
dinner p‘tkta;. r'.dlng and lnala-ltton

The recommendation given by Mr. Ingham resulted in
the delegate assembly taking the following action:

It was voted to dissemtinue distriet and state

sxtempors speesh gontests in eomnestion with dedate
townanents; to hold distriets and state dedate
tournanents carltur‘ te set lg‘ distrist apesch
festivals to be hel seeond semsster,
shase to inclwude -us.-ynro -yocch. one-a0¢t drama,
radio drams, after<dizmner speak 1l and
standard oration, resding and doa atien,

Passed in 1939, this resolution actually took effect
in the spring of 1940, The forensic scommittees met to out-
line plans for the speeced and drams festivals. Por the
first year's festivals, five centers were chesen and dates
set. Cemters at which the festivals were to be held were!

Chanute and Garden City omn Mareh )0, Lawrence on March 29

| 3rna Kansas State llfh BohoolvA;t1!1%%@3'1-0001;1tnn.
ig.g‘ g’;;;*;:g !!?!il‘ Topeka: Velwme waber
b.f. » Po !

The Kanses State High ?;hool Ao%t;ittn;IAaloeinttgn.
| Megting (Topeka: Volume Fumber
328 falenyis Janembiy ' ‘
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and 30, Oreat Bend and Colby om April 6.* The dtstrict
speech and drams festivals were held each following year
except in 1943 when the Activities Association made neo
plans for a distriet festival.’ The festivals, since they
became annual svents, are net recorded hereafter in this
chronolegy.

3. Srganisation of she Eapess Speeck Jeachers Association.

The year of 1938 saw the formation of the Kansas
Spesch Teachera Association, This asseciation later
changed its name to Kansas Speech Association. When the
assocliation was organized there were forty members with
the five following objestives:

1. Poster interest in and owt of schools in all
phases of apeech activities,

2. Belp bring about unity in a state speech
progranm.

3. Nelp in solving prodlems which speech teachers
-1¢:t ha

h. To encourage higher professional standards
among speech teachers.

bthe Xansas 3tate School Activities Association,
Speech (Yopska: Volume IX, Number 6, February, 1940), p. 1.

5fhe XKansas State High School Activities Association,
ﬁn!ifh (Topeka: Volume V, Number 5, January-February, 1943)
P *



5., To promete the general welfare of all speech
::gi:::fzn in the state, both high schocl and
Throughout the years since the Speech Association's

organisation, it has served a "behind the scenes” fumection
in prometing spesch activities. A committee of the Speech
Association works in an advisory capacity with the Kansas
State High School Activities Association.’ The Drama
Interest Group of the Kansas Speech Association presents a
separate meeting at the annual convention during which
problems of interest to drama teachers are discussed and
programs of imterest to drama tesashers are presented,

Thus, though no particular drams events have been spomsorsd
by the Association, it has served the vital and necessary
funotions of unifying and supporting drama astivities while
contributing to the useful kmowledge of those persons

directing dramatics in ths high schools of Kansas.

19401
B LI P ek sram
» *
Formerly events were ranked first, second, third and
80 on. With the rating systea any event, meeting the

- bxansas Speech Association, Egze‘ {(Allen
Press, Lawrence, Kansas: Volume X, Kumber §, » 19502, p. 4.
TRansss State -School Astivities Association,

Speegh (Topeka: Volume 1V, Number 2, Ostober, 1941), p. 12.
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Judges standards of a commsndable performance, was toe be
given a ] division rating. 7The reasoning behind this
motion was that there were many entries in the festivals
deserving of high recognition but with the existing method
of ranking, only one entry eould reeeive the top honor.
Horsafter it was only events which met this qualification
which were approved by the Board of Comtrol of the Kansas
State High School Activities Aonoclatiou.‘
A%k, 1242, 1942

During this period there wers no new events to
record. There was the continuation of the roativalu;
already mentioned, and the speech work within the high
schools. Dus to World War 1II, the wvasancies for speech
teachers were hard to 1111.9 Gas and tire rationing
hampered partieipation in speech events. “Even though
traveling may be prohibited, we ean't think of quiting,
more imter-sechool aetivities should be hcld.*la was sa
Editorial Comment found in the Aetivities Jeurms]l indicating

.!hu Kansas State Nigh School Activities Association,
Speech (Topekai Volume IIXI, Number 2, October, 19A0), p. 1l.

PPhe Xansas State Sehool Aetivitiesz Association,
gngifh (Topeka: Volume VI, Kumber &, December, 1943),

1°tho Kansas 3tate Sechool Aetivities Association,
Editorial Comment (Topeka: Volume V, Number 9, May, 1942.
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that speech activities remained, even though they had to be

condusted on a rather limited basis.

19465-2949

2944
1. Dalagats asssubly urges smehasis on spesch astivities.

Although travel during the war years was restristed,
the Delegats Assembly urged that inter-sechoel speech activ-
ities be held. They hoped to continue the emphasis on
aspeeeh activities and provide motivation and stimulatien
through a statewide program ef speseh and drams festivals,
spesch institutes and 0111103.11

2. day ay

The Activities Asseeiation spmsored a one-day
c¢lini¢ at Parsons on Friday, October 27, Professor D, D.
Moore, Kansas State College, Pittsburg, was in charge of
the drama section in which he featured the selection and
staging of plays and gave a demonstration on stage make-up.
Ten schools and approximately 70 teachers and students
were repressnted at this elinie.12

1lrne Xansas State High School Aetivities Asscciation,

W LPM {Topekas Volums VII, Humber 2, October,
[ ] s N

127he Xansas State Migh Sehool Aetivities Allogintian.
Speegh (Topeka: Volume VIII, Number 3, November, 1%k}, p. 5.
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The Aetivities Association spomsored a similar
clinic at Wichita Nerth on Ostober 28, Howard T. Hill was
in charge at this clinie with twenty schocls and one
hundred seventy~five teachers and students attondxng.13
These two clinies werse sponsored to provide the motivation
and stimulation referred to in event numder one for this
year.
1945-29461

No events wers recorded for these two years. World
Var II was over., The engs hard to fill vacancies in speech
were again being filled. 8Speech activities, which had eon-
tinued during the war years, were now being built up again.

2971

1. wﬁw&m& Dedge Gity, Wighlta, and

The Astivities Assoclation sponsered four spesch
clinics: ons each at Lawrence on October 17 and 18, at
Dodge City on October 24, at Wighita on October 25, and at
Hays on November 1. Although these slinics wers billed as
including drama, very little drama was discussed, Miss
Wanda May Vingon, Direstor of speech astivities for the
Eansas State High School Aectivities Association, indigated
the reason for the lack of drama at the clinics was due to

T
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the fact that the debate season was at hand and dedbate
seemed te be the topie for the day.* These fowr clinics
were well attended by both teachers and studeats, Over
seven hundred teaschers and students from more tham fifty-
three high sschools were in att.ndanco.ls
1948:

No svents for this year were recorded. It seems
that the speech astivities, as they were, were being tested
to determine what the next step in the devslopaent of the
program would be, Transportation difficulties in getting
to annual meotings had caused the Kansas Speech Assosiation
to beoome inactive during the period 1942-1947. In 1948
the Assoc¢iation was in the process of "getting back on its
tb.t-'lb

42491

The Activities Association made plans for clinics at
Lawrence on October 1A and 15, at Dodge City on Ootober 21,

-

byt o8 Wanda May Vinson, Direetor of Speech and
K.A.Y., Kansas State School Aetivities Association,
In interview, July 24, 1964, Topeka.

157he Kansas State High School Aetivities Assocciation,
Speech (Tepeka: Volums VII, Number 3, November, 1944k}, p. 5.

I‘tnnnau 8peech Association Minutes, April, 1947.
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at Wichita on Oeteber 22, and at Hays on October 29. Again,
as in 1947, debate seemed to dominate the elinics, In a
desaeription of the eliniu; the Spesch sestiom of the
Activities Journal noted that, “"at all clinies this year
emphasis was placed upon debate, extempore speech and

original mtory."r’

Speech teachers resommended the number of distriet
speech and drama festiwvals for those receiving first
division ratings in the regionalsl® ve insreased. This
recommendation later lead to the establishment of the state
speech and drama festival,l?

3. ‘ - ‘ 1. N ‘ m BEANA 188%)
m%lwv‘mﬂ’ on April S Ar
The recommendation for more district speech and

drams festivals resulted in the fellowing action:

Arr ments are und for a state high school
spesch and drama festival. Indications are that it

17¢ne Kansas State High School Aetivities Assoeiation,
Speegh (Topeka: Volume XIII, Number 3, November, 1949), p. 3.

u&uordu; to all informatien obtainable i
was used to indicate distriet, and was ovtdonuy'a%.
Mr. E, A. Thomas stated that this might well be a mispring.

19¢%e Kansas State Kigh Sehool Aetivities Asssciatien,

M“WW('&M; Volums XI, Number 5,
anuary, iy4¥Jl; Pe £.
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will be held at the University of Kansas oa April 8
and 9, This will follow the distriot festi
scheduled for March 26, and the winners of firss
division ratings at the dilgsict festivals will
qualify for the state mest.

The state speech and drama festival began with the
one festival at Lawrence on April 8 and 9., In 1951 swo
centers for the stato speech and drama festival were
approved with the seeond being held at Port Hays State
ﬁﬂllﬂl'-‘l Since that tims tho pattera has remained the
same with the losations of the centers bDeing varied

cccasionally.

With the begimning of the state spesch and drama
festival, the Astivities Assoeiation compiled a list of
"approved” plays to be used for festival work, This list
was designed to help the directors of ons-acts chooss plays
more suited to contest work. The list, chosen by a com-
mittes appointed by the Aetivities Association, contained
some selections which had luv; or mo royalty fee. A

20y34 Xansas State Righ School Activities Asgeciation,
Spesgh (Topeka: Volume XX, Kumber §, Fedruary, 1949), p. 3.

The Kansas State NHigh School Aetivities Association,

faspal m-fﬂﬁhw (Topeka: Volwme XIII,
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requirement that the plays for speech and drama festivals
be tSaken from this "approved" list was aaoptod.za

1230-1937
13930
1. W.& %o Ll addition of
for one- .
The one-act play was provimg to be a popular svent,
During the 1949 distries speesh and drama festivals the
nunber entered was almest tee large to bs aceommodated at

the regular festival centers. The Activities Association
therefore believed it might be possible to add one or two

more eenters for one-act pluyn.”

It was recommended that there be some modifications
of the regulations goveraing the seleetion of ome-act plays
for festival porfer-nnco.z‘ The purpese of the recommen-
dation was formulated by a group of spesch teachers to

22914 Kansas Btate High School Activities Associationm,
Speech (Tepeka: Volume XI, Number 3, November, 1949), p. 22.

23%ansas Stae;‘:igz Sehool Aetivities Associationm,
§§§1 i!!!!ll‘ ( 3 Volume XIII, Kumber 7, Mareh,
s Po %

rvid.
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ceunteract the publication of plays, on the "approved" list,
whioh had little literary valus, The publication of plays
with little literary valus fostered faelings of discontent
by the directors who wers required to chooss from this list,
and were then rated down, at comtests, because of the
c¢hoiee of ocript." This recommendatien resulted in the
revision of the "approved” play 11-#‘6 and the comment
found in event Number 1; 1952.

2. anmmmmwm

At the annual meeting of the Activities Association,
it was recommended there be twe state speech and drama
festivals.:. This resosmendation was made with the thought
in mind that the schools in the western part of the state
would met have to send sheir studemts so far.2’ This
recommendation earried and a second state speesh and drams
festival was erganised at Fory Hays State College as
mentioned in event Number 3, 19A9.

Bpr, George R, R. Pflawm, FTormer Head, Spesch
Department, Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, In
interview, August $, 1964, Emperia.

’6Tho Kansas State High School Activities Association,
Speegh (Topeka: Volume XIIX, Number §, Janwary, 1951), p. 3.

z’!ho Kansas Stats High Se¢hool Activities Association,

il %f‘lﬁhw (Topekat Velume XIIX,
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bRl S R THDet dmesiasien s

The activities assosiation was concerned with the
quality of drama the speech and drams festivals wers pro-
ducing and in an editorial eomment it urged the schools to
be more sarseful im the seleetion of ome-act plays:

A larger list of plays has besn submitted for con-
sideration and turned down, The number of plays
that have noet met the requiresents for pressntation
in a district or state festival has been swpris-
ingly large, in the epinien of the sommittes. Many
of ¢ contain good material for skits and might
be suistadle for special essasisns en the local
scheol level. Not emo eonsideration has been
given, apparently, to the selection of plays that
onntain worthy plets, asting requirements, proper
language, and other slsments that go to make up a
plgy tS;t has real dramatiec and edusational

valus,

This would indisate the Assoclation was concerned
with the educational benefits the students were receiving
by partieipating in the speech and drama festivals.
1933-1934:

No events were recorded during these two years.
Since 1948, much had been dome in dramatic activities.
The greatest e¢ffort during this period was an sttempt to

z‘!ho Kansas State High School Aotivities Assoclation,

%%i*?gggg sgg!gg; (Topeka: Volume IIV, Number 5, January
_— " ’ »
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improve the speech and drama festivals. In the years
immediately prior to 1953-1954, accomplishments made werse
being tested im an effort to find what the next improvement
in dramatic astivities should de,
1955:
i%ig%fl.h:li.ﬁﬂ:!!l.tlll.ﬂnslnﬂa.dilﬁnilizn.st.29&:&2!

Again an effort to combine the debate and drama
oclinie was made. Since 1949 the slinics had stressed
debate, and this ysar debate was also prodon&nato.z9

Shrough Eansas

The drame loan service was started by the Kansas
University Extensien Division and was supervised by Mrs.
Nola Ring. This service was designed to assist the drama
coaches in selecting plays for school production or contest
work., Through this service a teacher ecould erder plays to
be read and after reading, return them. The only charge
for this service was twenty-five cents for each packet
gent out. If the teacher wished, he eould describe the
number and kind of actors he had and the facilities for
producing a play, and the drama lean service would make the

291he Kansas State Nigh Schoel Aetivities Association,
Speesh (Topeka: Volume XVIII, Number 2, October, 1955}, p. 2.
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selsstion for him. This service was especially for the
teacher who was not familiar with selecting a play for
pronmtul.’o

3. shop for Seachers is offered by the University

During the summer of 1955, the University of Wichita
offered a workshop in drama designed for the high school
teacher. The workshop was conducted by George Goodrich
of the University, Emphasis in this workshop was placed on
play direscting and the training of actors,J1

be mmmmmamnmmﬂmz
2 BIOSTAN.

The Kansas 3tate Teachers College of Emporia, in the
summer of 1955, established a new program, ths first of its
kind in the state; The Emporia State Summer Theater. The
purpose of this additional offering was closely related to
the primary mission of the gollsge~=that of training
teachers, The program was designed to be a training medium
in which students could learn teshniques leading to the

3°Dr. ¥William Conboy, Head, Department of Speech and
Drama, University of Kansas, In interview, July 23, 1964,
Lawrence} Miss Wanda Nay Vinson, director of npucfn and’
K.A XS, sas State High School Aotivities Association,
Topeka, In interview, July 24, 1964, Topeka.

’:ltuu. (Allen Pre Lawrence
Kansas: Volums m r b, eh, Aprii?l?”). p.'ll.
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improvement of sehool productions and a deeper knowledge of
plays. Laboratery activities would be stressed and the
learning proeess connected with the program would cceur as
a part of actual production astivities, The wholeness of
produgtion was to be emphasised. This was encouraged by
requiriag partisipants to work on all parts of the
prodmnll-3 2
1956
1. ZThe last year debate slinics Attemyt $o ingiude drams.

As in the previeus year the speech ¢linia was to
include drama. D-bato; being the activity that was
presently active, again took the most attention. This was
the last year speech clinics attempted to include both
debate and drama. Hereafter whem drama clinics were con-
ducted they were treated as a separate elinie, 32

During the 1955-1956 school year the Activitiss
Asgociation put its stamp of approwval on Kansas University's

32pr, Xarl G. Bruder, Head, Department of Speech,
Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, In interview, July
28, 1964, Emporia.

”luu Wanda May Vinsoa, Direetor of Speech and
KeAeYo, Kansas 3tate Sghool Activities Association,
Topeka, In interview, July 2h, 1964, Topeka.
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high sehool drama camp., The camp is designed to include

high school students ranging in age from those ready to
commenss their sophomore year to those who have graduated
from high schoel the preceeding spring. The theatre
campers prepare a production which is given at the con-
clusion of the camp. Aleng with the rehearsals the students
have regularly scheduled class sesaions in the mornings.
This drama camp also gives the University of Kansas
directing classes and gradwate students an opportunity to
work with the high scheol age studemts.’* The Kansas
University drama camp has become an annuwal event, varying
in length from fowr to six weeks.

1957
RN S RAR AL RN SR, p.
The Activities Association sponsored a series of
apeesh and drama clinics in December and Janusry. These
were designed with the teacher and students of second
semester gpeech aetivities ia mind. There ware fowr dif-
ferent clinics hald: December 7, Salina High School;
Decgember 14, Baker University of Baldwin; January 11, Meade
High School} January 18, Oberlin High School,

3hpr. Lewin Goff, Department of Speech and Drams
g:iv-rsity of Xansas, Lawrenee, In interview, July 16, i965,
wrenge.
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Each program will featurs authorities in the fields
of ech and drama, OConsultants will have sharge
of the morning sessiocns and will act as leaders of
one afterncon workshop., The gro s will include
student demonstrations in each of the following
events: one-agt plays; dramatic readings; humorous
rcadinszz manuseript readings; and sxtempore sﬁooeh.
« 5 one~act plays will be presented 4n the
moraing, a eritiqus will be givea, and the gon-
sultant 'vill speak on “griteral for the selection
of your one-act play."}

This type of clinic was held in 1957, 1958, and 1959
and thea discontinued dus to tha lack of time for preparing
them after the debate clinies earlier in the fal1,6

fVIEEEE‘!!hazlu?lzlisl.925&2!.!!.3&!!

The High Schoel Serviee Center was the owtgrowth of
the need for the faculty at Kansas University of Lawrence
to be in closer comtact with the high school teacher greup.

Each fall, the Righ School Service Center at the
University of Kansas conducts a post card survey eof
all secondary schools in the state im an attempt to
in a more ascwrate and current assessment of the
achers and activities (both curricular and extra-
surricular) in the speee¢h and drama programs of these
institutions. The Service Center, a joint funetion
of the Department of Speech and Drams and University
Extension, seeks this ormation for a two-fold
purpose: first, to help in the formation of an

’5Kanuas State h Sehool Activities Assocciation
Speesh (Topeka: Volume XX, Number 2, Ogtober, 1957), p. 9

36x1es Wanda May Vinsom, Director of Speech and

K.A.Y., Kansas State High School Aetivities Association,
Topeka, Im interview, July 2%, 1964,
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agcurate miling list for the Nigh W
Senter } and segcond, to gain a r
appre¢iation and uunrcno;, of the needs of the

readers of the Bulletin.
wumwummmm

The Bullstin began in conjunction with the High
School Service Center. The purpose of the Bulletin was to
provide a monthly imnformation file which would de for

practical use, not ﬂmreh.”

A958-1964

mammm

In the summer of 1953. Kansas State University of
Nanhattan started their annual Kansas State High Schoel
Speech Instituts. This institute has been continued each

summer with the exceptiom of one summer., The institute,
which includes high sehool studeats from their sophomore

to seniocr year in high tohool; offers three areas of workj
Radio and ﬂ; Forensics (debats), and Theatre. The avowed
purpose of the imstitute ia to offer an enriching experience

’7&'. William Conboy, Head, Department of Sp«eh and
g:m. Patversity of Kmu: In utomu. July 23, 1964,
\ sof 1-T-1 W

L (YT
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in an atsdemic program in cveamwnieation; to help svaluate
the studenta'’ depth of interest in aspeech; to offer the
students an oppertunisy to mest and to study with regular
university fasuity; teo anticipate for the students a super-
vised eollege environment); and teo balp the students develop
their own petential in communication,

The moraing sessions esensist of lectures ia the
fundanentals of drams., The afterncon sessioms are
laboratery sessions in fundassatals of aoting and the
esvenings are spent rehearsing the summer produstion. The
students are of fered other astivitien such as Sours te
Nelson Art Center and Jtarlight Thestre in Kansas City.

In cenjunetion with the speech institute Kansas
State University offers a eourse in the teaching of speech,
This offering is for the furtherance of knowledge in the
theoriss and practiecs of speech mchiul.”

S en Rt Il Hetans
At the Aonual Spring Meeting of the Kansas Speesh
Assoglation, a resclution te require that one«ast events be

”Putum Dennis Denning, Department of 8
Kansas State University, &Mun. In interview, 53;‘&:
1964, Manhattan.
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followed by a critiqus of these events was pnlltd.‘o This
resolution was forwarded to the Kansas State High School
Activitiss Association. The Aetivities Association in turn
passed a resolution that all managers of speesch and drama
festivals should set aside a time at the end of a section
of one-aet plays for a oritique by the judge. This enabled
the judge to diseuss, with the director and cast of the one-
act play, the weaknessss and the strong peints of the play,
thus helping the direetor and cast to improve their
produssien, b}

3

ctivities
Association eliminated the overuss of a good play and thus
motivated diregtors to centinue their seareh for and
selestion of good one-aet plays."

Myt nutes of the Annual Spring Meeting of the Kansas
gs;och Association, Kansas University, Lawrence, April 27,

7.

Myansas State High School Activities Association,

MWFQHQ‘ {Topeka: Volume XIX, Number 5,
’ ¢ Pe .

Myangas State Nigh School Aetivities Association,
Eaggﬁiei Gontrel Meeting (Topeka! Volume XX, Number 9,
\ ? Pe &e
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b Ho 34 ihe Swo genssoutive
This resolution was designed, as event Kumber 3}, to

require directors to chooss more plays and not use one to

8Xcens. 3

In the summer of 1959 Wiehita University offered a
nine week course, under the dirsstion of Eugene Spangler,
in speech and drama. This class was designed to meet the
needs of both graduate and undergraduate students. It was
offered to fulfill a resegaized need.td

1960+

age of Lhe epe-act play jist.

Diseontinuance of the one-aocs play list was recom-
mended to and approved by the Board of Directors of the
Aotivities Association. The elimination of this list
provided direstors more freedom and wider choice in the
selection of one-ast plays for the spsech and drama

83m.

Miprogessor Lesiie Hlske, Head, Speech and Drama
Department, Wichita State University, In imterview, July 17
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tnuuh."’ This was an outgrowth of the recommendation
for modifications in the rules goveraing the selection of
one-act plays from evens Number 1, 1951.'*6
2.

At the April 22, and 23. 1960 Annual Spring Meeting
of the Kansas Speech Association, held at Wichita, a
demonstration of duet acting was presented by Dr. Robert
Gobets and students from N. E. Oklahoma A & M College,
Miant, Oklaboms.*” This demenstration tmspired the
Assocliation to recommend duet asting as an event for the
speech and drama festivals, Upon recommendation the
Activities Association ruled in favor ef approving duss
aeting as a substituse division for the district and state
speesch and drama festivals. The rules established were
that a sehool may present dust astimg (instead of a one-ast
play) and four readings: or dust acting, two readings

Mgangas State High s;no:}u Ac;i;tt!.c;x;;m;iazieni
?% mﬁﬁ%‘:’ &igm opeka: Volume umber
eptender s P ’ ’

M6y, A, Thomas, Retired Executive Director, Kansas
State High Sehool Activities Association, In interview,
August 7, 196\, Emporia,

‘*7mn| Speech Asseciation, ppociatiol
;400 Wichita, Kansast April 23, 1960, Kansae
A Journal, Volume XXI, Number &, April, 1960. Pe 1%
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(instead of fowr) and a ons-aet play; or a one-act play and
four readings (if so desired).*7 the addition of duet
acting as a substitute entry gave the director a greater
variety of events for training of his students.
3. Epblisbed guide for keashers i ghoosing ons-ask RlAYS.

¥With the elimination of ths approved one-act play
1list, it was the Board of Directors, of the Kansas State
High School Agtivities Association, deecision to publish a
eriteria for choosing one-aet plays. The published
criteria, approved by the Executive Board, was expected to
be used by drama coaches in choosing one~act plays for
festival use. The griteria required that the plays have
wholesoms subject matter, devoid of prefanity, drinking and
'lﬂkill-“' The choice of criteria resulted from the fact
that students sreating a role are going through an impres-
sionable age, and when ereating a role filled with
profanity, drinking and smoking, may be impressed by thess
qualities in a personality.?

bTxansas Stave High Sehool Astivities Assoclation, -

Jopct, o8 Digasiors Measias (Topeka: Velwme IXIII, Numbar 2,
18
ahid

M1 ss Vanda May Vinsom, Director of Speech and
K.A.Y. Kanses State High School Activities Association,
Topeka, In interview, July 24, 1964, Topeka.
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m&mmﬂ Pistaburg bexins a susmer tent

Kansas 3tate College, Pittsburg, began their Tent
By the Lake Theatre to give students an opportunity to learan
theatre by doing. During the first four years the theatrs
was a self-supporting theatre; in 1964, the theatrs changed
to studio production, no longer atteapting to be a self.
supporting organisation, It was felt the change made the
theatre more educationally oriented; at all times drama
eredit had been offered and the theatre was run on an
educational theatrs basis. Participation im the theatre is
opsn to all students who have graduated from high sohool 5O

During the second semester of the 1960-61 sehool
year Kansas State College of Pittsburg initiated a Language
in Aetion Conference for high schoel and junior cellege
students interested in English, foreign language, jeuranalism
and speee¢h, with drama being considered a part of speesh.

8ince the baginning of the Language in Action con-
ference in 1961; the college has held such a conference e¢ach

’ohohwrtsoa I. Strawn, Head, Language and Literature
Kansas State College, Ptttuburg. Ia {nterview,
July 27. laéﬁ Pi{ttadurg.
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semaster, The Cemference is held on a Saturday when the
college is produsing a play, thus affording the students
an opportunity of seeing a college performance. Each
Conferensce is attended by aprroximately 200 to A00 students
from a f£ifty mile radius of Pittsburg.

The purpose of the Comference is to keep students
informed and related to college programs. During the
morning session there is a general assembly with a guest
spsaker, followed by various interest group meetings.
During the afternoon the college presents a play which is
in produstion at the time and this is followed by more
group -utm..n
2. %Wr kawrance, offers a speech edugation

Kansas University offered a speesch education workshop
in the summer of 1961, This workshop, ome of a series in
experimental professional development, was continued during
the summers of 1962 and 1963. The workshop, conducted for
high school teachers, runs one or one and ems-half days.
Each year the workshep featured some headliner who is aided
and supplemented Ly pregram leaders. In 1961 Karl Robinson
of Northwestern was the headline speaker, The summer of
1962 feasured Ir. Robert Oliver of Penm State and Charlotte

Snie.



Les of Northwestern. In 1963 Dr, Ralph Nichols of the
University of Minnesota was the lponker.sa

19621

1. mmmnmmmmmm

This workshop was designed to serve sesondary
teachers of speech and directors of spesch activities who
are new to the field, as well as experienced teachers who
wish to enrich existing speech programs in their schools.
In addition to hearing lestwres and working om individual
yrojoctn; those enrolled in this workshop have the oppor-
tunity to observe high school classes in speech and drama
sonducted by Professor Hareld Loy, supervisor at College
Nigh Sehool., Before going to observe these classes the
students in the workshop are triefed on what to look for
and what is being done in the class for the day. Fellowing
the observation peried, the workshop group has a discussion
of the olass. The workshop group also has dirested obser-
vation of the eollege summer theatre program. Each year
the workshop features a guest lasturer. Fer the summer of
1964, Dr. Loren R. Reid, professor of spsech at the

~ ”Br. William Conboy, Head, Department of Speech and
Irama, Kangas University, Lawrence, in interview, July 23,
196b. Lawrense.
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University of Missouri, was the guest. Dr, Valde W. Broden
of Louisiana State University was the speaker in 1962; and
Dr. Mary Louise Gehring of Ssetson University, iam 1963.%7

*3°X]

Any teacher interested in speech, including drama,
may attend the one day speech conference which is held in
connegtion with the spesch program workshop. Each year the
guest lecturer is featured at the speech eonferencs, as
well as during the rest of the mk.hop."’

A o o e s

"Contact 100® was held for two days. During thess
two days all phasea of speech activity were covered and
prominent speakers in eash fisld of spesch were featured.
The ssssion included: demonstrations in several contest
areas with comment by a visiting expert on the material and
its prcunution;_ talks on activities not stressed in many
programs such as Resaders 'fhoator; a showing of the film of
the Emporia dedaters from their CBS appearances, book

53pr. Mary M, Roberts, Literaturs and ‘
go -~ a{“?nul stan'coﬁ.uo. Pittaburg, In interview,
» ’

Pittlbﬂr‘o
e,
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displays from leading publishers, and a discussion of the
debate topic for the next 7.;2.5’

ML P Jaatbcs el o Beerta sctrs
During the summer of 1962; Katheryn Kayser, a
visiting instructor on the Kansas 3tate Teachers College
campus, conducted a two week workshop in ersative dramatics.
Many high school as well as elementary school teashers were
also narollo‘."
1963:
There was no resording of anew svents for this year.
The events which had beeoms anmnual programs were coatinusd
in the fisld of dramatic astivities.

o yerkshop is offersd at Eansas 3tate

L1s SRR A8 o

The oral interpretation workshop offered at Kansas
State Teachers Gollog.; lhporia; was designed especially
for high school teachers of English and speech with the
purpose of premoting interest in oral imterpretation as a
technique of study and as a teaching tool in the high

-

559:; Karl C, Bruder, :-.di Sz:oc:vgnparg:;nti‘ltn'al
State Teachers Colle Emporia, In interview y
1964, Emporia. &°» ’ ' '

o4
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7
sshoel. The workshop was devoted to a conceantrated study
of problems arising from the selection, presentation and
preparation of oral imterpretation. The program included:
general back(reund; literature in the field, types and
sources of material, festival events, classroom activities,
and Readers Theatre. Dr. Russell Grandstaff conducted the
six week wrhhop.”

, , sendwoted

Kansas State Teachers Coellege, Emporia, effers a
three week class in aeting, conducted dy guwest actor, Karl
Malden, to enrich the axisting summer theatre program. The
¢lass grew eut of a desire of a prefessional acter to work
with students whoss primary interest was in teaching. The
common problems of the educational and the professional
theater were used as a beginning for the course. The

encouragesent of theatre as a part of each person's sulture
58

was also a central idea in the sowrss.
3. Zeth amniversary seascs of Emporjs Susmer Theater.

1964 marks the tenth anniversary of the Eaporia
Summer Theater. During the past nine years that this pro-
Jeot has been underway, 258 different people have taken part.

57I84d., August 6, 196k.
.
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Of these 258 people, 70% of them are still in the teaching
field of drama. Directors of the suzmer were Dr. Karl C.
Bruder, Head, Speech Department of Kansas State Teachers
College of Emporia, Den ﬂ.ll; former director of Emporia
Summer Theatre, and Walter Spits, former student of summer
thoatr..’9

b, ww and drams festivals will be
In the '6A-65 sehool year the distrioet and state
speech and drams festivals will be classed according to
AA and A, B and BB gchools and will be held at separate
locations. The state B and BB festival will be held at

Wichita, with the state AA and A being held at Lawrcnoc.éo

PART II

Part 11 considers ths answers to questions asked by
the wriser, while conducting personal interviews with indi-
viduals in administrative positions or who have achieved
statewide prestige in the area of drama., The following
basic questions were used for interview structure and te

g IT

60!1.: Wanda May Vinson, Director of Speesch and
KA. Y., Kansas State High School Activities Association,
Topska, In interview, July 24, 1964, Topeka.
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synthesise the picture of the growth and development of
drama in Kansas high sehools.

1. What im yowr estimation has been the

eatest step toward the growth and
evelopment of drama in Kansas high
schools?

2. What events, since 1938, do you recall
that furthered dramatis activities in
Kansas high schools.

3. Do you feel that ths quality of drama in
the high sshools has 4?7 To what
do you attribute this?

The nature of these questions called for opinions
rather than specific fasts. These opinions reoccurred
often enough in the interviews that they becams of signifi.
cant valus to this paper. These opinions, although not
definite events, are direotly associated with the further-

ance of dramatic activity in the Kansas high schools.

sees of frima 1 Bidkan

Cwrriculum changes on the college level were a
significant factor in the growth and development of dramatic
activities on the high school level., The training of ;ho
eollege student and what has been done by that student, as
a result of the training, when he became a teacher, ip
reflected in an improved curriculum and more knowledgeadle
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tcachta‘.61 The most significant work done in this state
to improve drama in the high sghool has been done by the
teachsrs graduating in the past 10«15 years. Their
enthusiasm, talent, and solid training has drought a new
approach to the use of drama in the public schools. They,
more than any other single fagter, have drought about the
recent changes that are reflected in the fine uses drama
now serves in the high schools of !nnlao.6z The college
courses offered in the field of speesh, including drams,
have inereased over the yesars and, in many cases, the hours
required for a major or minor in speech have also increased.
Examples in the inereased number of courses offered in
drama alons are: in 1938 the University of Wichita offersd
five courses, in 1964 they offered ttn;63 in 1938 Kansas
State Teachers College of Emporis offered seven drama
courses and in 1964 they offer tuunty-tix;é* Kansas State

61Profb.nor Dennis Denning, Kansas State University,
Manhattan, in interview, July 22, 1964, Manhattan.

63l:r. Karl C. Bruder, Head, Department of Speech,
Kansas 3tate Teachers Oellege, Emporia, in interview, July

28; mg m’-lo

5;§;Lg.§!! The lhllcipal University of
'hhlu I, Kumber 6

é‘laa.; State tcach-rt College of Emporia,
of Infermation, January, 1938 and soptonbor, 1963. Bulletia
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College, Pittsburg offered three drama courses in 1938 and
fifteen in 196586’ Fort Nays State College, Hays, offered
four drama couwrses in 1938 and eight in 19&;66 Kansas
State Teachers College of Emperia is just one example of
the increase in the number of hours required for a major or
minor in speech. In 1938 Kansas State Teachers College
required 25 hours in the field for a speech major. In 1942
it was possible for a student to receive a minor in speech
upon e¢ompleting 15 hours in requirements. In 1964 the
requiremsnts for a major were 28 hours and for a minor, 21
hours, 7

The heads of the speech departments, in interviews,
indieated that the better prepared teachers were bringing
about the growth and development of dramatie activity.
These teachers were getting their school and community
interested in the idea that plays wers worth giving for the
sake of the play and not for the sake of raising money.

6’Kuuu State Colle Pittsdurg
Collage Bulietin, April 1, $930 and Juiy 1y 34e] Stete

66 )
1938, 'M%W Stase College Bylletin, January

67Mistory of the Speeeh Department, Kansas State
Teachers College, Emporia.
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This has inereased the value of drama in the high schools.%®
"Crass roots theatre during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries provided a certain amount of latent
interest."S? 4140 the caliber of theatre all over the
nation is greater, going right on down to the high school
student, which is significant in the furtherance of dramatic
activities,’9

The beginning of the speech and drama festival

offered a limited amowmt of competition, thus stimulating
the interest of the high school student. Along with the
speseh and drama festival, the Kansas Speech Association
was menticmed., Although the Speech Association comtributed
no events, it acted as an undercurrent, promoting many of
the recommendations put before the Kansas High School

“Br. Lewin Goff, Kansas University, Lawrence, in
interview, July 16 1964, Lawrence.

ﬁr. Karl &. lruﬁcr, Head, at:.‘h Department,
Kansas State Teachers College, Emperia, in interview, July
zs’ lm. mu’
Language Deparememt, Ksnses Stats Gellege, Pittsburg, in

ment, Kansas State College, sburg,

1ntnrvi=w uly 27, 1964, Pittsburg,

ﬁrotocaor Dennis Donni:g; Kansas State University,
in interview, July 22, 1964, NManhattan.

69y, William Comboy, Head, Spesch and Drama Depart-
nent, Kansas University, Lawrence, in interview, July 23,
19“. Lawrendse,

75r, Lewin Goff, Kansas University, Lawrence, in
interview, July 16, 1964, Lawrence.
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Aetivities Alneointion.71 The Speech Association has
operated as considerably more than an "undercurrent"” as
far as its effect om the Activities Association goes. Its
contribution is quite positive im that through its regular
cocnventions teachers at all educational levels get together,
have programs, panels, and speeches on matters relevant to
high school teachers preoblems. Donnnat:ationn are given of
outstanding work among Kansas educators, talented students
perform for the conventions, oto.7' People, often the
colorful type with tremsndous personalities, were
influsneing factors om the growth and development of dra-
matic activities. These pecple were intersated in and
enthusiastic about drama and inspired other pecple to show
interest in drama and thus became leaders in dramatie
activities.”?

71?rotboser Leslie Blake, Head, Speech Department,
:ic:::: State University, in interview, July 17, 1964,
¢ .

Tpy, Jed Davis, Department of 3peech and Drams
::n.aa University, Lawrence, in intervisw, July 23, 1 9Ab
WI'SNee .,

Tbr. Willian Conboy, Nead, Department of Speech and
Drama, Kansas University, Lawrense, in interview, July 23,
1964, Lawrence.
Br. Karl C. Bruder, Head, Department of 3Speesh,
g:nlao State !baohur' College, Emporia, in interview, July
' Pro oulor Dennis Denning, Speech Department, Kansas



The answers to the second question were found to be
overlapping with those given to the first question., Two of
the specific events already mentioned in the answers to

question one were the beginning of the speech and drama
festival and the beginning of the Kansas Speech Assoclation.

A third event which was brought to the writer's
attention was World War II. Professor Grafton stated that
the war years wers significant to the growth and devslop~
ment of dramatic activities. There was a great deal of
incentive to work harmoniously, this jelled the groups
together and there was an increassd interest in all types
of activities, including drams.”®

B e g

The answer to ths first part of this question was

positive. The answer to the second part of question four

State University, Manbattan, in interview, July 22, 1964,
Manhattan,

Dr. Robertson 1. Strawn, Head, Literature and
Lans::t:'Po ment, Kansas State College, Pitssburg, in
inte y July 27, 1964, Pittsburg.

Thprotessor Allen Crafton, Former head, Speech and
Drama Department, Kansas 0n1vnraity, Lawrence, in interview,
July 16, 1964, Lawrence.
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seems to go back to the answer for question number one and
the significance of improved teaching. Here again it would
indiecate that the improved curriculum, producing improved
and better qualified uachrl; in turn produced better

drama.



CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND SUGGESTIONS
FOR FURTHER STUDY

1. SUMMARY

The problem which this thesis was concerned with was
finding and explaining the events associated with dramatic
astivities in the high achools of Kansas. The events
recorded in Chapter III are those which had a bearing on
this study. The events used were those brought about
through the auspices of the Kansas Speech Association, the
Kansas State High School Activities Association and the
collages throughout the state.

In the process of finding events associated with
dramatic activities in the utnto; the writer used the
Kaneas State Migh School Activitiss Jowrnal, the Kansas
Speech Jowrpal, and the minutes of the Kansas Speech
Association meetings. In addition, the ¢olleges wers con-
tacted to determine if events had oceurred which were not
otherwise publicised. When colleges replied to the letter,
indicating that something had been or was being done on
their campus or through their school to promote dramatic
activities on the high school 10"1; a visit was made to
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the campus of that school to gather information eoneerning
the evens,

Rach event, followsed by a discussion of that event,
was ligted in chronologieal order. This was designed to
call to the attention of the reader the progress of dramatic
activities in the high schools of Kansas.

II. CONCLUSIONS

In this study of events associated with dramatic
activities in Xansas high scheols, the three main sourees,
solleges of the stats, The Kansas Speech Association, and
the Eansas State Nigh Scheol Activities Association, all
played major roles in bringing about events in dramatic
activities. As the reader locks at the timeline (Appendix
B) it may be noted that until 1955 the only events reperted
by the colleges were those spensered by the Astivities
Association, Although no events as such were reported, the
colleges were producing plays and many of the eolleges were
inviting, free of charge, high sechool students and direstors
from the surrounding areas to these predustions.

Since 1955 the colleges have sponsored events of
interest to drama teachers, thus, taking an active part in
the dramatic astivities in Kansas high schools. The
ecolleges were aware of the need for further instruction im
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drana and gave teachers an opportunity for this through
workshops, classes added to the eurriculum, and in some
cases one and two day conferences and workshop sessions.

As Professor lLeslie Blake said of the 1959 workshop offered
by the University of Wichita, "we were fulfilling a regog-
nised nnud.'l Fulfilling this need may be noted as the
basis for the answer to question one, "What in yowr esti-
mation has been the greatest step toward the growth and
development of drama in Kansas high sghools?"

As seen in the timeline, it may alsc be said that
Kansas Ssate Jollege of Pittsdurg offers the widest variety
of prograxms in the interest of drama.

Examination of the ehronology gives the impression
that the Kansas State High 9chool Aetivities Association
was sponsoring more events than the other sources studied.
The reasen for this may be dus to the fast that records of
the Activities Association were mere accurately kept. Alse
the Kansas Speech Association and the oolleges were less
active during the peried, 1942-1947, besause of the World
War II situstion.

lprofessor Leslie Blake, Head, Department of Speech,
Wichita State University, Wichita, in interview, August 7,
1964, Wiehita.
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The events in whish the Kansas State High School

Astivities Association has played a major part were those
dealing with such inter-sgholastic events as speech and
drama festivals; district, state, leagus, and invitational
spesch and drama meets of any type. While participation in
inter-schelastic activity must be sanetioned by the
Astivisies Assooiation, the activities held within the
individwal high sehools do not have to be approved by the
Activities Association.

The Kansas State High School Astivities Association
sponsored clinics for speech and drama teachers, with the
colleges sharing a large part of that burdem through pro-
viding time, spase and consultants for these clinics.

The Kunsas Speech Association is active in procuring
a better speech and drams festival, The Drama Interest
Group, which is a part of the Speech Association, meets to
discuss problems arising in regard to drama. Some problems
arise dus to dissatisfaction with the speech and drama
festivals, The Drama Interest Group discusses poassible
solutions for the elimination of dissatisfastion with the
festival. The scolutions are then drawn up in the form of
resolutions and given to the advisory committee of the
Kansas Speech Association which takes them before the
Activities Association for approval. Some of the resolutions
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taken to the Aotivities Association for approval were; the

elimination of the "approved" one-act play list, the
rescommendation for duet asting as a substitute event, and
the requirement that the one-ast play be gritiqued by the
eritic Judge.,

Problems arising outside the ares of festival events
are also discussed and pessible selutions to these problems
are given, The interested teachers of drama may use these
solutions to improve dramatiec activities within their
respective sehools.

Thers i3 no wvay in which we can mesasure how much
impact eagh event associated with dramatie activity has had
in produeing a bdetter program. The writer will not attempt
to conclude whether more or less is being done, nor will
the writer attempt to draw any conclusion as to the quality
of these events, This conclusion may be drawn by the
individual reader of this thesis.

I11. S8UGGESTIONS FCR FURTHER STUDY

This study leaves openinge within this area for
further research. Ideas brought out in the thesis have
also presented problems which bear further study.



This thesis has dealt with events occurring through
the Kansas State High School Activities Association, the

Kansas Speech Association, and the colleges of the state,
This leaves, for further study, the events which have
ocourred in the high schools throughout the state which
would have sontributed to the growth and development of
dramatic activities.

A%.mmwnmmmm

A study of this type would determine whether the
high school curriculum was a contributing factor to the
growth and development of dramatic activities.

A 2w ﬂaigiggigl.ln Jpeegh and drama depart-
Xy g .

Research in this area would indieate whether the
colleges were training the teachers more adequately and

giving them a better background, thus preparing them in a
way to do a better job of teaching drama.

A study of this type might be assoclated with the
study suggested in number three. It would show that these

teaching drama either were or were not better prepared to
do the job they were assigned to do.
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Morse Rall
Room A.].l--l +3.T.Co

E:Toria, Kansas
July 2, 1964

Hoad of the Spesch Department
Baker University
Baldwin, Kansas

Dear 8ir:

I am a graduate student at Kansas State Teachers College
of and am doing a thesis on "Events and -
sations which contributed te the Growth and Development
of Drama in Kansas High Schools: 1938.1964."

If you could give me information dealing with events
sponsored your depertment, such as workshops for ﬂi;h
school teachers and students, which may have contributed
to the furtherance of dram in Kansas high schools, I
would be most grateful.

Please find enclosed a stamped, self addressed envelope
for yowr reply.

Sincerely,
(Miss) Luella Siebrands

Any information you could give Miss Siebrands would be
appreciated. Thank you,

Karl C. Rruder
Head, Speech Department
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