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relations with Great- Britain became more strained, Thomson 

gure in steering PennsYlvania out of the moderates' 

into the "cause of America. "4. The apGX of his political 

career was reached when he became the secretary of the Continental 

ConQreases £or a period of fi~teen years (1714-1789), barore 

finally rendering his J;'e~9ignation, though r~luctant1y, to President 

a cal r of arl letters this one is not 

complete, for attention bas been to those alre~dv Dub­

lisbed in part or in whol~. remain as unpub­

lished manuscripts. This rther confined to letters 

that are strictly those of ; i.e., many letters 

that 'n by the 

only what Congress had' instructed the SecretaJ;y to 

write; these are OIIitted for they east no light on the person 

rles Thomson. 6 

AlthouQh souroes are not abundant £or Thomson's letters,7 

several have been consulted which yielded many letters. The 

4 It 1 and 4 ... , Ota»ter III, • 51-2,
 

51
 , Chapter III" • .7• 

h 
5 

ed. , 
b 

in Bdmund C. Burnet .. , 
--~ • .__ __.gress, 8 vols., 
!r cited as Burnett, Letters. 

7Th011S on 
papers. 
Phil 

y 01: his privat 
arIes Thomson, 
, !4.!.!..) 
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beat-known available source 1. in t Collections of 'the New York 
-

is~orical Society or the Year 1878, a deals with 
.-...... ........ ------­

lette_rs and p rsof the A.erican Revolutionary r leaders and 

xtrac::ts, m.ost of which, 

though, are not docwaen d identUi ,yother 

sources. rt produced letters frODa the nsylv~ia 

Magazine 2! History ~ Biography, the first r1 of the 

f letters in their t1rety 

erner W. Crane's in 

Franklin's Letters to the Press 1758-1775, Albert Smyth's col­

lection of !!!.!. Writings 2!. Benjamin Franklin, Julian Bovd's 

edition of lli Papers 2!. Thomas je:fferson. and Francis Wharton's 

collection OI The Revolutionatv Dinloaatic Correspondence ~ the 

h of whioh yielded one or two letters. 

In addition to the bioc;Jraohy of Thoason by Lewis R. Harley, 

, 
a aore I'ecent. valuable study has been done by John J. Z1IIIrIerlllan, 

and Dlay be found in!h!. !.,ississippi Valley ....J~t=orieal Review for 

DeeeJlber, 1958 • This 1e~ellent, short article is especinily 





t"
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are cnapter IV cont~inG letters that raflect Thomson's interests 

tsiae his voca~ion, his scicnti£ic, religio 

Thon bis vocational Lother than Congress) and strict~y 

letters ~c QQth~red in alapto~ v. In this J.C's"i sec't.10n 

ha~.; deal with his role ~.n 

affairs, bis com.llercial business in '''hilade1phia. and hi 

latters to his close fri 

,
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SKBTOt 

01 on, bom 29, 1729, in Gortede, County 

'Derry" Ireland. lIigrat with his father and tour brothers and a 

sister, to rica in 1739. ~OW"1Dg th unexpected of 

his widowe~ father, 1'1 liv for a time with a blacksmith 

r New Castle, Delawa~~. t ran .y when he overheard plans 

to have hi. rentic.ed in the blac ith trade. his :flight 

y unkn lady and soon 

bee a t at Dr. Francis Alison's academy at New London, 

Pennsylvania. StudyinO under so tine a scholar soon sttaulated 

Thomson'. intellectual capabilities, and be developed a zeal for 

1knowledge and a keen understanding of languaaes. 

X-ediately following his own education, Til on entered 

the teaching field. ODe of his rliest teaching appointments 

was secured by a triend, Benjamin Franklin, who, as President 

of the Board o£ Trustees of the Philadelphia Acadeay (later to 

become the University ot Pennsylvania), used his influence to 

obtain the p~sition tor Thomson. ring his years of teaching, 

ieh c luded in 1760, thoason met other influential persons 

and served the colony of Pennsylvania" well. 

, IMaterial tor: this sketch was chiefly gleaned from Harley, 
Life, and John J. Zt.BermM, "Charles The-son, 'The Sam Adaas of 
Pii!i'adelpbia',tI !!!.!. Mississippi Valley Historical Review (Dece.ber. 
19$8), XLV, pp. 464-480; hereafter cited as Zi_erllan, "ThOlUon." 
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Thomson f • skill as a p' noticed, and subse tlyan " 

was utilized in a conference in 17 tween the Penn (Jover'nllent 

and the Indians. The Quakers" had b.rought 111OllISon to the 

<!:onference, were interveni in order to restore e within 

the colony. This di 

t ieb ti ThOJlSOD 

laware chief, T
 

indicate, to I've in this 0
 

is experience in
 

ticeship in politica, and he
 

in Pennsylvania po1~tics.
 

Following the terminati If his educational work, in 

1760. Thomson tered the commercial world as a succes9fUl 

iaporter in iladelphia. During his years a' a merchant, he 

played a y role a strong supporter of colonial xights. 

With Franklin in London a colonial aoent £'01' Pennsylvania, 

correspondence between the ~o 'th a .ajor ro.le in 

'the St Act crisis, each publishing of' the other's letters 

on opposite si of the Atlantic. 

The Townshend Duti provided an portunity for Thomson 

the businessman to lead in establ.ishfng the non-illportation 

agxeeJBent in Philadelphia. Fa-ilu!'e for two years to effect 

, sueb an agreement did not deter ThoJR!SOD; and tinally; in early 

1769, he saw his labors rewarde i th such a COliPact aJlOJlg the 

Philadelphia merchants. y spring, 1770, interest among the 
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mB CRI 1765-1789 

: 1765-177 

y caprice and only to sett.l.e a c issue, t'what 

encouraQement is there to labour or ,ve?" Thomson could not 

wonder that "oeople will chuaa to r and lazy rather than 

labour to enrich their 'tax-aaaters, r 1'urn-Ish matter fOJ: new 

, 
oppression." 

ITho: is identif'ied the "Prlend" pa 36. 



e set over us. 

;crpped; 
equired, 

rit o~ 

lsequence. The parliament insist 
liberties and privileges elaiaed by the colonies, 

require a blind obedience and acquiscence in whatever 
01 Should the behaviour cd the colonies happen not 

11
 

Thomson went even further b larino that liberty. 

disappearing in the colonies, not jus~ b the of 

rty, but ore e tial privil were 

in danaexl 

and trials by jur~ 

that we eannot com­
tened to be billeted on 

and, to compleat our 
taken from us, 

giving it; t really 
on a power o~r 

and 

to 
square with the.e sovereign not ions, (as t llIUch fear ! t 
will not) what remains but by violence to c01llpel them to 

ience. Violence will beget resentment, and prov 
to acts never dreamt oft But I will not anticipate evil; 
I pray God avert it. 

T on then congratul on the chan in the 

British ainistry Lfroa rge Grenville to 

,ngbam!; the col 

chan 

t 

s o~ 

t f thi~ 

(From Collect! 
the Year 1878, 
WlectT'o;S:­
Life, p. 66.)-Lawrence and 

Th on clos ote for ~ 260 of J. rson on 

, David Harvey, which Th cr, ted to his account. 

Findi that to carry this tter 

not to sail for time, Thomson the occasion to c ent 



. -• •
 

• 
• ·-sJDaO 

•
 

'(Pl"~l 

·.f1'~ItG1• • 

CIO"el,.zoGlry­

,. 



L
 

port"" feh prohfbi comDJerci intercour 

France, Thomson c in that 

The Price of our Produce
 i 

import thos 
,crampt~ the Channels tnro
 

stopped, so that "e cannot
 
anufacturers as we used to do, nor even 

have got--and for my own part I do not $ 

for us but to break o£f our intercour 

wit	 pain 

r trade' is 
....cfe entirely 

titles of B. 
pay for what we 

hat rellain~ 

ith G.B. and apply 
ourselves to trade & bandcrazts in or to su 

t5i and necess_ities ..
 

rth ore, the colonies re
 d of p r currency 

by the Currency Acts of 1751 and 1764, i rt. frOl11 the 9t Indies 

(already raised in prices) were loaded with duties, and monstrous 

taxes were imposed on the colonies without their consent and 

enforced by ways unknown in either the colonies or in Great 

Britain. The colonie re also burdened with the supoort of a 

standing army even though the 'rench threat to the colonies was 

gone, and re rass by the liberal e of writs the RnoU.sh 

officers in the colonies. 

us LThomson	 no 

d, 

Thaason thought that the results a£ this crisis would include 

loss of the loyalty of two mill ian subjects and the raising of 

,	 jealousies that would take years to efface. Already American manu­

:facturing had been stim.ul.at~d rather than discouraged. a spirit of 

liberty had been awakened, the Stamp Act of:ficers had been forced 
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nd the colonies wereto resign, 1 ul order h 

united ill 

aon1'h that in iss the 

cause of the length of the letter. 

(From C~~~ections, pp~ 15-16.) No city given, May 20, 1766~ 

To Benjamin 

on conQratlUated and thanked Benjamin Franklin for his 

part in the repeal of the StamD Aet. He took this occasion to 

scribe the colonists durina the cri 

rt to act S110U
 

e and judicious
 
r, tho with mueh
 
turbulent and
 

too many in 
ir passions sed 

cannot be just , 

Tb on s the h that tb'" " tice and tenderness of 

Bngland would make for the un:fort,unate acts a few," and he 

assured lin that the loyalty of the colonies was still 

unwavering towards Great Britain. He thus h for renewed 

ties between Great Britain and the col ,y there n r 

arise a like occasion." 

4 

, (From C01lectiona, n ext.rset of thi letter is 
found in Harley, Life, pp. 67-68.) iladelphia, Novi er 26, 
1769. to BenjamiD""""Franklin LLondon7. 



IS
 

y grievances 
Charle 

t the colonial 

lin ~o the colonial 

aitua would undoubtedly :QlJ8:J.uering American 

fairs. nts (ot ) had 

instructed Thomson to of rc ts 

in London. Th 1a York X'c ts d agreed to 

tI ine their non-imoortati t r 1 of the act 

Tea, Paper J Glass and Paint•• • • • It But the merchants 

did not feel this act was the only one th~t was a danger to their 

liberty. 

lieved, thexetore, that a Darti 

9rievance. would avail little, :for the colonists could see t 

the ainistrv bad a plan to "wbjugate Aaerica to arbitrary DOWer 



par-Ii t' wouldTh os~ 

, 
b aw. edi tro' pirit 

the colonists with t iDee! 

fuller owledge ~ theil: t the1r 
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disposal "for lyinQ 1;. r r wants .r! h iUld 

1 tbeir ir 

, aresources. landowner irit 

of lih.a·... u Id the 1 of freedom 

( 
Franklin, 10 
given, Nove 

this on 

an re of t Britain & these colonies." 

He had also hODed to incl the journal of the procftedinos 0: 

the (First) Continental Con9~ess, but still in the nrQ9S. 

:fng 

to see th~t 11;He booed 

S Dot just a t'iction that 

• redress, but it was rather "the freeholders 

froll Nova Scotia to hat was d and would ttresisteonc~rn. 

plying ror 

rather than ." H :anC-Luoeat 
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lova restored~ 

but 

rbru • 

19,d 

1779, in in this letter 

dings o~Thomsa in these matters. 

Tbom.san nor her governor 

1 n"t aga1Dst tb made 

by Abraham Clar~t o from .Jersev. 3 

The case of t Col 1 Carringto related, 

was "o:f a licate nature. II Carrinat lete 

&.ton. nt for hi ce (whieb ofoL in the 

letter) that ,naress ordered that th rt of tbe o:fficial journal 

3Fr ourc the 
rOQeedo that t 

aoainst to del!v, ers 
tained _ writ of hab 
urnett, L.... __~_ ... 
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that concerned Carringt ld not be published. Thomson 

hoped that Reed would have no occasion to embarrass Carrington by 

revealing his deed. 

Thomson clo by prollisiDg Reed any minutes of Congress 

wbieh were not secret that Reed or the ~nnsylvania Council might 

need. 

6 

(From Burnett, Letters, V, p. 4.) Philadelphia, March 23, 
1780. To Jonathan Trumbull, governor Connecticut. 

Thomson h evidently asked Jonathan Trumbull for various 

state p rs of C ecticut, for thanked Trumbull for tee papers 

TrUInbull sent. Thoason wis to ace late, in the Secretary of 

Congress' office, as ..any of the various states' papers as possible, 

$0 that ch state could have accesli to other states' papers. 

Th on enelo t Journal t4 C ress for 'bruary, 1780. 

7 

Life,
unit 

d in Hal'ley, 
To John Jay, 

Thomson, in answering a letter o£ May 21; 1780, from John 

Jay, wished to P th rican minister t.o well informed 

of progress in the war. 

One of the chief Drobl was that of :fin:mces, and Thomson 

realized it would be dit~icult t lain the colonial p r money 

system to Buropeans. though he belie it should be done. Jay 



mioht rememb~r that before he left the United States, Congres 

authorized 200 aillion dollars in Da r money to be printed, and 

it would red d "by Inual assess t for eighteen years." 

Congress found it needed more mODey, it call on the stat 

to r,aise (altogether) fifteen 1IIillion dollars r 1IlODth. The 

state legislatures were slow in raising the neCessary 'taxes to 

meet the need. When the people heard of the impending taxes, 

prices were raised in order to have money with which to pa,y thell; 

cQnseauently, the money depreciated, and when the aS$esaments were 

paid, they were found to be inadequate. for in the meantiJIe prices 

had doubled (by January, 1780, over October, 1779, wben :Jay h 

left). In February LI7Srj1 Congress called on the states for 

provisions instead of money. because the pUblic debt had soar 

"almost beyondcalculation. tt The Continerltal doll4l.r was bv now 

worth only "a penny halt penny, It and it took 90 Cont inent 

dollars to buy a dollars' worth of goods. 

The enemy was not slow to take advant,age of this situation; 

they oounterfeited the American money to undermine its value 

fur~her and prosecuted the war effort with increased vigor. The 

American a~my t however t rose to the occasion L'thouqh Thomson d 

not spell out any specifics about the araiT. 

By March 18. 1780, Con9ress had a new financial plan ready. 

~	 It called for: (1) call in, by taxes, and burn all of the 200 

million dollars in paper moaey; (2) issue ten million dollars in 

paper money no faster than the old came in; and (3) for payment 
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or taxes, gold and ~ilve~ would be received at the r~te o~ one for 

arty, "at which rate also the new. ey was to be received. • . ." 
eonares9 did not st e~e, but proceeded to fix 

the value of the Certificates 9ive~ for money loaned f~ON 

Sept. 1771, to March, 1780, rating the value of the conti ­
nental Iloney on every day between those two periods. that the 
lender might receive the value of the lIoney lent, both 
principal and Inte~est, and that the pub1ie lIight not be 
loaded with a deb't for which they had not receiVed an 
equivalent. For it was judged to be contr3ry to every rule 
of right and justice that the landed interest, lfhich is the 
principal object of taxation should be loaded with the 
burden of paying of~ a Certificate fot instance of 200 
Dollars whieh wae procured with the price of three bushels 
of wheat or a bushel of salt & sometimes for less, with 
that nUliber of silver dol.lars, worth in reality trOl'l 60 
to 100 times the value of the money lent. And yet this 
Blust have been the Case had Congress persisted in the mode 
of redemption adopted in 1779. 

The success of th new lIe&sur was att...... +-... to by the fact that 

the states enacted laws conformable to the new regulations, that 

the war debt was t at 'twenty-one or twenty-two million dollars 

(Whereas it had cost Great Britain sixty million dollars by 1780), 

and that the t million dollars w raised (six lIillion of which 

went to the states and four million of ieh nt to the army.) 

But before these SUTes could be effected Congress needed 

money, and the method used might be diIficul t to explain in 

Bur t lIthat drawing bills here. n Thomson offered an apolo­

getie, though, in c aring large countri 'ho were well• 
. 

established, and who often encounter shortaQes of money in war , 
time, with rica, which w a young nation, not well-established, 

with little money, but whieb was enQaaed succ fully with 0 such 

powerful, well-established nation. 
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Tbomson then showed h¢"J th .oney bad hindered and 

yen lost campaigns, particularlY in olinas. The Carol ina5 

were informed of t comi rz( Clinton. but no 

funds were available with which to 5 d belp. LGeneral Horati07 

Gates was sent to relieve tJfort'i! olina, but the lack of sup­

plies forced him back Lat Camden, ~ t 16, 17807 even tboudh his 

troops exhibited bravery in battl~. 

In the Nortb, the arrival of the first division of the French 

fleet and army gave the Americans bope of ra-capturing New Yor 

City, but the British foiled the plan. The French and Spanish fleet 

joined Lno date giveri! in the Caribbean and sailed for Jamaica but 

wasted time and allowed the British (under Walsingham) to reinforce 

the island. This reinforcement counled with the hurricane season 

saved .7aaaica for the! British. The cOIIIbi French and ish 

fleets new seDarated--the Spanish sailin9 ~or Havanna and the ~rench 

heading for Cape Francois 1n St. 'Domingo. The P"rench £'leet (led by 

Count de Gulchen) later left Cape Francois and headed along the 

American coast. This movement alarmed th.-e 8ritish and they accord­

ingly reinforced New York City. 

The last incident of significance to be related to Jay in 

this letter was the unfolding of lBenedic!l Arnold's treason. 

Tho.son asserted that Arnold 1!as the first and only American 

officer to betray the Unit Stat Considering ~be character• 

of the man ("brave l:1ut avaricious," "fond of parade," unscruDulous 

about gaining money, but ick to lose it by extravagant living) 
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it was Dot difficult to understand his actions. His being cO\Irt ­

aartialed on cOIIDlaint of "tb. CouncU of Pennsylvania" halDed 

make hill a good taraet t'or the British." 

jor Andre (aide-de-e8lllp o~ Clinton) had eorl'esnondenc 

with Mrs. Arnold SU'DUosedlv about sUDDlying her with millinery 

(;in 1779). Th on· did not r this correspondence ean· 

tinued until t betr of t point took nlace. but he did 

feel \th for sa.e time. for re~rts wer 

circulated by t Srit ish, wblle e Br1tlSh .ere planning to 

acquire west Point. that th 

d . 

for Cornwallis and Sir 

~eDrif Clinton to meet in Virgini~• 

. • • at 

d 

Current aov o t dipl cl 

Laurens 90ino to Ho11 on his first tic 

d/Jienril 
intuent, and 
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the sending of Mr ~ LJame!l Searle to Eur on cret mission. 5 

Thomson said he was "mistaken in the Character of the Ilan if his 

business and mission remain long a secret a£ter his arrival." 

8 

(From Collections, pp. 41-61.) Philadelphia, July 11, 1781. 
To John JaY"Madrid, Spain. 

(Tbomson wrote this lengthy letter to inform Jay of the 
military progress of the American Revolution.) 

Gates' defeat st 16 07897, at Camden left the en 

free to ove:r;run South Carollna with the only resistenc~ coming 

from local militi Co Ilis determined to br all• 

rguson to in the operation. 

Ferguson met and engaged t Americans at King's Mountain, but 

the victory went to the ericans !OCtober 7, 17807. with 1,000 

of the enemy killed d taken prisoners. This cl~sh slowed 

Cornwallis' progress so he set out methodically to subdue the 

countryside, forcing the citizens to take an oath of allegiance 

to Great Britain. 

LOetober 24, 17897 Greene t to replace tes. Now 

Cornwallis l object was the defeat of Greene, and he received his 

resistenee, and sent 

55earie was a wealthy Philadelphia merchant who served in 
the Continental Congress from Rovember, 1778, until July, 1780; 
he was chairman of the cOlJl!lercial committee whose duty was to 
apportion quotas of taxes to be paid by the states. Searle was 
sent in July, 1780, to Burope to negotiate a loan of .. 20,000 for 
the state of Pennsylvania; this is the.fssion Thomson mentioned. 
(James Grant Wilson and John Fiske, ed•• App1~ton's CYElopedia 2!. 
American Biography, V, New York. 1888, p. 447.) 
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fi.rst opport 'ty to o t fit LJ y 17, 17917 t-

ericans, n rin 1,00 d led bv IGeneral iY.... 

Mor9~1 and Colonel /Andrew/ Pickens de£eated Cor 

Colonel tPanastry Tarleton. thomson l!'ePorted that "uDWsrds of 

six hundred • • • prisoners" were taken by the Americans. 

Cornwallis then set out to expell the weakened, though victorious, 

ericans 1 by Morgan, but rain om lis' Drogress. 

When Greene ard about Mor IS nredicaaent, he joined Morgan, 

but both had to ret~eat because of Cornwallis' greater numbers. 

The retreat ended in Virginia, Co 11is having pursued the 

ericans over two hundred miles. 

After resting on the Virginia rder (at the Dan River), 

Cornwallis su nly headed for Hillsborough (where Greene had 

sent his ba ge betare be j oi organ), but encounter Greene 

at Guilford Courthou$e tJiarcb 15, 178y, where 'Part of Greene's 

command had been previously sent. he English won a Pyrrhic 

victory that y pursuit of the ericans. After a 

few days at rest, Greene set out ter Cornwallis but could not 

engage him in battle; content to capture the sick and wounded 

which Cornwallis h left hind in his fliabt to Wilaington, 

Greene t.urn is attention to the relief of South Carolina. 

Cornwallis had left L~or~ n in South Carolina in 

charge of a small detachment that osed to check loc 

militias. But such ter and LFrancii{ 

Marion, in spite of Rawdon, secured t lower rt of South 



CnIolina and cooped up the British oarrisan in Cbar~e5town. Greene 

rcned to Camden, Rawdon's headquarters, but saw that n.1s 

(Greene's) trooDs were iD5u:fficient to attaok Rawdon. GreenE! 

then cut off the British supply line and forced the British to 

come out in battle where the B'ritisb suffered heavy losses 

LApril 25, 178£1. Confusion in the Americ ranks, however, 

forced Gre to retreat two mil ter ttino fire to Camden, 

Rawdon ret%eat to Chatilestown. This left most of South Carolina 

to G_reene, an e proc d to take everything in South Carolina 

except Olarlest ,j the eric a150 cmtrol 11 o£ C'~oraia 

except Savannah (Lt. Col. LLight-horse Marri! Lee baving taken 

Augusta) • 

In t time, /General Alexandei! Leslie had been sent 

from York to Chesapeake Y to t Virginia fr sencnng 

aid to the Carolinas. Greene was th in the south L£or 

t latter part of l782V ,use h to leave same tlt'O under 

Baron Steu for the defen of. Virainia against Leslie's forces. 

Leslie was tr sent on to SOuth Carolina Lhe arriv a.t CharIest 

on Pec r 13, l18ii to reinforce Cor llis. Arnold arrived in 

Virginia !pee r 20, 178Q( with r orcements to harass the 

country on or the Shesapeake. ter Arnold' 9 feat 

at Portsmoutb Lwas really Ri~mobd, January 3, 11SY ho ravaoed 

the countryside. Thomson complained that Arnold "practiced a 

de o:f warfare unknown in modern times and unpracticed 

civilized nntions of EurO'P(!, robbing, plundering, and burning t 

,
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houses of the peaceful farmers .. " To st old, Genera 

ngton sent ono thousand ohoic r 

tbe Marquis de la Fnyattc .. T nt 

to C 130 Fayette,-
, 

t the British fleet /March 16, l7Sy, forced to return 

o Rhode Is • La. Fayette, fleet to ist 

him, entered Annapolis, proc d to Alexandria, 

d t for rnold had taken. Arnold 

returned t or-t min rts or Richmond. 

Clinton tlow saw an opportunity to 9ain new favor (because 

of his troops' victory in Virginia) with the Parliament about to 

ooen, so he sent Major General ~illi~ Phillips to take command 

in Virginia. Arnold was quite jealous of Phillips, who in turn, 

did not like Arnold. They nevertheless advanced toaether fro 

PortsIl1outh to Petersbw:gb where Phillips became ill and di'lC:'-"o 

e held Arnold responsible for Phillips' death; in any event 

the death caused discontent in the British army. Cornwallis th 

joined the troops in Virgini the Virginia eountryside. 

ayette was able to eDgBOe Cornwalli.. , d, wi'th the aid o£ a 

Pennsylvania detachment under /Gene-r ADthoni( Wayne, forced 

Cornwallis to retreat to Willi ere Cornwallis finally 

gained a defensible Dositiv~•. 

To sh",. the Briti that tb s not just 'tne 

or a ;facti • Thomson stat that irgini 

a. t.he C in d in In, even 



•
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though civil government uspended Also, the great spirit of 

the Aaericans was onstrat by th ritish-inspired att ted 

lIutiny in Washington's winter camp. Clinton had sent two emis­

saries with r xds to entice ericans to defect, but the Aa~rieans 

seized the emissari ana executed them as apte.,. 

Thoason told Jay that Mr. Huntington was forced, because of 

ill health, to quit the chairmanship of Congress; Mr. McKean. 

elected as Huntington's successor. 

LSever pages were added to the letter on August 9, 1781.:7 

Thomson 1Ientioned some letters of [Lord Georoij Germain 

being inter ted by the ric • 

The rest of the letter was giv to a glowing account of 

the way th~ Americans had overcome great obstacles in the Revolution 

to that date LAugust, 11S!( and tioned the British ignorance of 

the spirit and bravery of the rieans • The experience at the 

years since 1775 sh,ould have ta t the British that would not 

be sy with erica, who so determined to win. 

9 

(From Burnett, p. 218.) o city given, 
September 15, 1781. ith. 

Meriwether Sadth had d 'thomson's opinion about the 

sentiment of Congress toward Uinancia!l advanc,es made to bel'S 

of Coaare8s in the f,all ot 1779. T on reDlled that Congress 

first made advances from necessity, and then only "partially and 

sparingly. " neral that most of the me~ber9n ..o 



1 

. 'W~--- " __ ' __£" 

169-70; also in Francis ~arton• 
t1C Correspond~nce !!!. ~ United 

. p. 475.) No city given; June 4; 

homson expres rearet at r rt R. Liv! tOil'S 

•
 

2 

and stat seerueG to it," and then several sta.tes 

b to dis rove of th ngress pass n ur 

to stop further advances, but they continu to be made, although 

ith increasing reluctance until advances were ally eliminated. 

resignation ~rom office LLivinQston was retary of ForeiQn 

Affairil, especially when th.e c of the resignation was a 

salary insufficient to t Livingston's Thomson paid 

Livinaston tribut~ for his for rica: "1 rejoiee in 

the honourable tes.timonial COllgress have given of your ability, 

z & fidelity. I wish the next o fills the offiee y give 

as much tisfaction and be eQually d erving•• • •" 
Tbomson pointed out that Livingston must, by Congress' 

resolution, turn over the sealed p rs of his offiee to ThOlJlson, 

who would hold them for Congress, though ThOilson wish~d them given 

to either the first under-Secretary or to a committee of Congress. 

11 

(From Burnett, Letters, VII, pp. 270-71.) Princeton, 
August 21, 1783. To Mrs. Hann:i\h ThOllson, wife of Charles Thomson. 

LThis is only an e~ract of the entire letter~ 



") 

ThOllSOD acknowlcd~0d receipt of two letters l' 

,vidently LJaco"g/ Read LSoutb Carolina l;\VJyed was m:is:in:Iormc~ 0 

ournment of Congress, :for J:bomsoll said Congress met 0 

Monday Lthe day Read evidently said Congress adjourned! but 

accomplished little. ThQlllson was "very prehensive that nothing 

but so: calamity will aw n th tates to a sense of their 

situati • n 

Thomson informed his wife that the PresiC:!ent of Congress 

had not found a b in Princeton, and probably would not. The 

President of Congress had tallc.f;'!d o£ "Bli ~btown • • • as 

a proper place :for the residence of Congress," for he (the 

President) had twenty rOC!)lll house in Elizabethtown. Rven though 

memberQ 

,. 

s 

tht 

lue of the 

er and 

these dis ad­

i 

ra, by otheras 

e in 

y the incre 

rino andin the 

y mosquito 

ODDosed, Th 

Concress· r 

d 

ace 

tl1 iable to 

ut this 

this 

vanta 

real estat 

of" Congress; Nr. LJotvil Condit tJiew Jersey ysici~ for example, 

had found lodging in Princeton tor three ra a week, While at 

Elizabethtown (due to its propinquity to York City) he would 

have to y at least four dollar~ a k. "This would be a clear 

loss or 52 dollars a year t " concluded, "which is no 

trifling consideration. • • ." 
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12 

(From Collections, p. 180.) Annapolis, December 16, 1783. 
To John De Brett. 

Thomson answered a letter of ,June 13, 1783, from John 

De Brett in which De Brett sent "the ReIIC!IIbraneers Lsii! and the 

volumes relative to Buraoyne and the dispute between Clinton 

Cornwallis. . . .II 

Th on ntion,ed t c titutions ot the states, which 

were print n'-'der circumstances that acc oned SOme inaccuracies. " 

Thoason inten to revise and republish them, in which event he 

would send a copy to De Brett . 

13 

(From HarleYL~' p. 1 ,1.) Annapolis, ,January 7, 1784. 
To Richard Peters LPhi1adeiphi judge7. 

ifhis is only an extract of the entire letter~ 

The events of the pnst six months had given thomson much 

agony, for he had taken a great share in the controversy. What 

consolation he had, came trom the fact that the Americans d had 

an object which attracted the attention of foreign countries and 

eng d a victori army. FoIl the war European attention 

was focused upon th,e AIIeric Congress and "wbat a scene have 

they exhibitedl Oh that it could be obliterated from the annals 

of America and utterly effaced £1' m.y aemoryl" r. Read, in a 

recent speech t a11uded to this difficulty ox the "vagabondizing" 

of the Congress from "one paltry village to another••••,,6 

6rhis movement of Con9~ess was preSUMably the difficulty o~ 
the past six .onths, mentioned at the beginning of this paragraph. 



14
 

(FroIJ. urnett y Letters, VII, pp. 412,413.) nnapolis,
 
.January 14, 1 4. To BenjamIn Franklin • 

Thomson had received ints letter of 'pteaber 13 

t.I78ff and h taken at "to procure the intall! ee wanted." 

letter, presumably sent bY' Franklin, from M. rnardo 

was communicated by Tb on to Conaress who did not t any action 

7 on it. Since the ports of tbe Unit State. were open to all 

peoples and since the states woul t "any 'n 0'£ science or 

,bilities who y be willing to settle aJIIong them," Congress did 

Dot think it necessary to cour any particular nation or 

individual. 

The definitive treaty was rati:fied the d Th on WYo't 

this letter, and had entrusted with ~he President's (of 

Congress) private retary, Colonel /JosietifHarmar. 

1
 

(From Burnett,
 V:U, pp. 416. 417.) Annapolis, 
.January 15, 1184. To Franklin • 

In more detail th his letter the previous day to 

Franklin, Thomson explained the ratification of the final treaty. 

.January 14 wit e(l t first t t nine states (quorum for 

the treaty ratification) h in Congre since OCtober, 

1783; the consent for the treaty UJ'lM1aOUS among both !!ttates 

Italian artificers be7The De Bernardo letter 
intI' oed into the UDited Stat Letters, VII. p. 413n.) 



- -

and individual bers or Conoress. 1ft order to ge~ the trQaty 

to Franklin L;hO in Londo!!! ickly as possible, Colonel 

Haxmar had been Int from • ~ork. Mr. Morris carried a licate, 

and a triplicate w !nt with Li t Colonel D. S. 

Th 'on able to renort that tb tntes had £!nally 

begun I1to comply with the requisitions ·of Cong 5 and to grant 

funds for the regular p nt of the interest d discharge of 

the principal o-L the debts contracted by the war." 

6 

(From Burnett... Letters, VII, p. 417.) Annapolis, January 15. 
1784. To John jay LLandoii!. 

Thomson nt this letter of intr ctien for Lieut·enant 

Colonel D. S. Franks, bearer of a triplicate of the treaty Lsee 

above two letter!! ratified the pr s ,y by Congr Thomson• 

hoped that the treaty would bring pirit of conciliation between 

two late enemy countries, althou9h be r.ealized that the wounds and 

me~ories of so recent r would not ily or forgotten. 

He feared for Jay's hoae state ;New York] most of all. 

Thomson related that New York h nt no del tes to 

Congress since November, 1783, but he b int'orlled that a 

state law prevented the Assembly from meeting until the City /New 

~ork Citi! was evacuated. nee the 'Illbly was now aeeting 

LJanuary, 17S$' l'h on was sure del would be forthceoraing. 

Thomson concluded with a mysterious reference to past events: 



--
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t 

to 

and 
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(From Burnett,
 • 421 ...22.) Ann lis, 
IPennsylvani!7. 

son bad received two 1 £rom Peters carri 

January 19, 1784. T 

hre7. CArlton must have 

some business 

• Lpetei! Carlton lir 

Congress or TlloaaSOD, as he I'ela't 

to ters, rlton to w inc. only seven stat 

were repr nted at rs that he would 

.0 as .ch £or Carlt h Id. tribute to 

Carlton's service t lin unmentioned c 

o£ so 

Thaaaon expre".e4 a deep concern ror the present state 

Congress. He refers to the nast six months Isee items 10 and 1 

-e7 as giving him the "aost ~gent pain. n He feared. DOW that 

the wax was over, thAt Congress would be more in the world's ey 
. 

and the pictUre Congress would presen~ would be highly unfavorable 

to the 

to the pas1: six months aav be t 
tea 13, p. 31. 

-
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mellbers 

'agabondizin 
apos.ible for 

ult writers 
is 
to c 

You 
LthOlaSOlI 
late s 
.from 
gentl 
on th 

on eJJC!OSeC1 a "balf oumal, 

I' naIf' sheet if' icltly 

enouah f1 st arrive@.n iness remained 

unfinished, treaty was ratifi t an Ja.nuary 14, 

and their un ioess of the "t" the danoer of th 

rati£icati not gettinQ acr05S the to be exchanged within 

th ti linait . . ." st ted t to r di ateh the 

treaty i.Jm3diately. Col 1 KarmaI' January 15, with the 

treaty. Lieuten3nt Colonel only 

other t tion of eral 

WaSJ11ngto!!l• 

Thomson was sorry that tel's reS:l.gDea /his office as 

del te to res nsyl iy, felt terl!l S 

imDOt't intI tia! member of C 

9 oIls as the cite 

for Con.gres.,., e' tioD ina one "who i If 90 culiar a 

cas t of mind tb proPort loned to the urdity 

of his d who is 0 lIlortUied d COlIUIlOl1 

revail." 

9rhis aemDer was pro ly ri y. (Burnett, 
Letters, VII, p. 4220.) 



• 
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•••••l 
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•
 



7
 

becoming too ire n't. 'tholllson bl this attitu tty on 

the Conar from Philade1phi t subsCqilent 

!'unsettled state of Congress." A good exaJlt)le f)f 

action that was blocking the Dossible effectiv s tb ~tion 

of the committ qualifications' reDor~ on tne credentials of 

the Rhode lsI and dele ve-ral d were cons in debat ing,• 

the case and no decision was reach vorable to the Conde:feracy,• 

however. was news that the North Carolina "legislature are disposed 

to make a cession of tern cIa ."
ThoJlLson expressed hope that the stf\tes would "send forward 

men of enlaroed Minds and conciliatin~ tempers, that matters mi9ht 

not be precipLi!7ated and that time might be given ror consolidating 

and strenothening the Confederacy. It 

( Life, • 105,' ­106. ) 

of 

ThOl1lson inforaed Jay of ,Jay's election by Congress on May 7, 

1784, to the office of Sec-retary for reign fairs. In expressing 

his own sentiment out this new Dosition for Jay, Thomson wrote: 

I do not know bow ointment. 
but this I am sure 0 0­

your abilities in tb t it is not 
only time, but highly act like a 
sovereign, ish this sentiment 
were more ry State in 

corresponding 
vera! legislatures, 

t greatly 



<.",....~ 

•-:DQ1II.I.!I 

.. 

• • • -CifilIID8I.Q 

..
 



Congress, on ne 3, ourn an greed to meet at
 

Trenton Iii Jerseii , 17 • rev! to adjournment,
 

and it er5 were defined.a Committee of the 

ointed Mr. Lsaauey 

as chair! ThODlson Lwho t secretary for the 

On June 4 L118!i the COllJlittee 

• 

Comaitte!f request w given Permission to retum to 

PbiladelDhiQ. it th d rne d reed to t 

at Annapolis on June 26 Lr'8~. 

Thomson tent with t way Congress went from 

lace to place to meet. 

In a postscript, Thomson he • inclUding a tter 

to John Jay, w w, in France. Tho also wis Jefferson to 

t Mr. Is Norris, a relative of Mrs. Th der hig C3re, 

as Jay had previously done for rris. 

22 

(Burnett, Letters, VIlI, pp. 854-55; extract in Harley,
!:!!!.' pp. 111.18.) Philadelphia.... August 13,_1784. 1'0 the o,airman 
of the C01IJJlittae of the States [Samuel Hardfl. 

letter fr Mr. irjj Iber of the 

Couuaittee t Stat Ipset Thomson caused hi. to write 

Hardy. Bankson's letter inform that since four me rs 

ot the Committee were leav t ittee would dissolve. 
. 

Th an considered this blow to tb tates, since it 

would leave the country "without h or visible authority." 

.t that very t1: the Ie of necticut and nsylvania 



4 

were at war at "WYomina," and the Indi.ans wer. distress1na the 

frontier. The Caaaittee could have met elselll'here 'than 

since the "sickly -season" was approachin{l Annapolis. In l1ny event, 

Thomson desired instructions on the reDOVal o£ the papers at th 

COllU1littee, and would wait with "Impatience" for Hardy's answer. 

23 

(From Barnett, Letters, VIII, p. 8SS.) Philadelphia, 
August 13, 1784. To 

In answer to Bankson's letter Laee i tea 22 above! wbich 

infor. of the parture of four ers of the C- itt8. 

h on hODed that til n would not leave 

without 91'11 directions about th "0£ the Offices." 1.1 

the C, ittee were to be dissolved, Thomson t'e1t t papers should 

be and remov to 1a. waited .it 

n';'-"atience" for further instructi 

24 

(From Harley, Life, pp. 106-13; 
rnett, Letters, VII"I';'Pp. 816, 951..) 

1784. To Benjamin Franklin LLond02l. 
Thomson was glad for the reD 

xtracts are found in 
Philadelphia, August 13, 

correspondenee between 

two friends. Though he did not klin a comolete n~rrati 

If the current stateoi a:tf in that Jerferson 

would relay all the nel lack of sianature on 

the letter of January 5, 17...-, due to the hasty departure of 

the ship. Jay d been 'olnted Secretary of Foreign fairSt 
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d thou Thomson had written Jay of this appointment12 no word 

bad return from Jay. Colonel Harmar arrived. 'With the MarQuis 

de la F brought Thomson, on August a, 1784, Franklin's 

letters the "exobanoe of the ratificaticm at the 

A ....-F-I ... itive tr, ., ox ce. • • • If Thomson cODQl'atulated Franklin 

on the successful c ion of a hazardous undertaking. Thou 

TnOlllSon never doubt the "issue," he was afraid it would come 

prematurely for the Americans. the colonies were separate govern­

aents, were jealous of each other t and hact local interests and 

rejudices. Intercourse with foreign countries was almost for­

bidden by Great Britain, and fund. were insufficient to establish 

public credit aDd eoonoay. When the established. order was 

dissolved, con:fusion was incumbent; the new government, which 

was in the hands of the people, gave little opportunity to build 

national 8entill8nt. But progress could be seen, and the 'DeODle 

and states realized their resDonsibilities, both financial and 

patriotic, to the country. Those who remained obstinate, as Rhode 

overcome eventually. 

Thomson was certain Great Britain would avenge her 109ses 

as quickly as possible. Dissension between states and between th~ 

United States and France would doubtless be attempted by Britain 

and other foreigners who caDle. in increasing numbers to America to 

put "their arts in practic", .. 

12See it 20, this c • 37-0. 



The most recent "'outrage" in Philadelphia seemed to h 

been cOJllmitted to estrange the intercourse between the United 

ana centered in the -person of Longch~~, 

rencnman. A newly published paper in Philadelphia, for ~ourier 

_ l' Amerique seemed designed toward the same purpose, for th 

account of ~he Longchamps affair and the t~lor of other article 

reflected a stron~ bias against France. 13 

Thomson I' -----2-- as it h 

en pUDlished to in t.he Longch s 

affair £ar as it reased. stion th under 

o was confined in 

prison, could be "1 lly deliver by Conncil accordina to 

the claim made by the late . . . " 
was discussina the q tioo and eonsidel'inQ a bill "effec­

tually securina t riohts 1: itl pUblic ministers 

and punishing the vio ors of th " 
In giving Franklin detaU the case, oms on 

relat that mgchamps n an officer in the French 

service, had c t c in 1776. cordiall.V 

received in the Americ c , but uteI' some w , omSOD 

continued, 

d 

sent Franklin th 

01'1discussion 



The Longchamps trial was 

actions not r rted in the 

Franklin to 1m 

43 

the purpose of goin 
ten, which we were besei...­

eral Gage to cOIIIle 
that does not 

fra. many eire 
at that time h 

a spy by the British 
I:iae is the effect of SUdden 

itate4 DIan may possibly in 

he took advantage of 
into the country, to 
ing; • • • he want 
a 

for 

reason 
Short, 

suspect that 
loyed as 

undttr way, d further of his 

t's. re deemed important for 

On the 17th h 

'Which he perpe
the peace

tt.ed th the 18thhe 
went to a .Justice 0 o£ allegiance 
to the state, after trage on the 
19th. 

Longe Sf plan in takina the oath w int d in iou. 

waYSl some £.It that he, t to "secure himself from the French 

laws and from the poweJ;' and resentment of the Clmsu!": othets 

felt that by b ing citizen LOf th 

gain the timent of rican.... t in n't, the 

lawyers o represented Longcbaaps "laid little stress" on the 

oath, th nch lieved that the oath • of no effect and 

Longch 

Jefferson had carried .1 froll Congr to 

Franklin, and ThOillson h d that they d inform Franklin of 

Conarees' purposes in regards. to his (Franklin' 8) J'reauest of 

recall t tf as well as enable hb to "sa.tisfy the Danish Minister 

aftcl to proceed on cOllllUltrcial treaties with Great Britain and 

other powers." Thoason wished he cOI1ld give Frank1in SOllle 

d 

• 



hat Franklin's secretary, "W.T.F." /Wil1iam T-
Frankli.!!l would :find emolovme.nt in the United 

though he /Wi11iam Franklin/ was 'Well spoken of, it 

11 ~o look beyond Conaress for e~Dloyment. There was a1 

r for h t it would 1 to 

otheir ,ving to ~~nd on" lio 

employ." 

--h, on h tt...~+"" ... ly to ":find out Phil! 

Hearn. n He bad learns. that "Holland" had COllIe to 

rica in 1775, to a reaiment," h 

promoted, in 1716 to the r in in the Delaware reoiment, 

anClh ae illed in 1177 in t t"tle of Germantown. He had 

rried ughter of parson Ro re, "by whom he left 

issue,n his \d a .nsion from 

the A$se~ly in c ormity to tecommendation of 

Congress. 

M is la was receiv in Philadelphia with 

" tiOD • • • by ople." Fr 

11 Iphia, 1 t to ingtan. Mr. 

/1fenr~ Laurens I a.rri in t had not yet come to 

tter h so long, 

o ti to write Jeffers he intended 0 

to r Jber o Jef:f'erson • /John7 A 
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on er1 als ntioned in his letter to Thomson that 

he ld see Th on on Septellber 1, 1784, 6 h en itt 

of the States would next t, for Mon ery was evidently a 

member of t C itteil· repl! that 51'S. LFranciil 

L~saehusetts representative to C 9ress and t 

Hampshire representative toto IblS.i!?', L.Jonathar? 

y physician and represent­

ative to CongressT all left tbe C 

Congres!l, and /.T 
st 11 and 

returned home. The remain!n ft for lack of 

stttficient nWllber to enact business, and advised 'Thoason to 

move the gap,ers of the CODIDIittee Lfrom AnDapoli.!1 to Phi.ladelphi.,.. 

In a Dostscript added August 23, Thomson tol(l MontgOlllCry 

a letter from Hardy who advised Thomson, tbat the COIIIIlI!ttee 

.auld meet in Pbiladelphi~. 

27
 

(Fro
 p. .3. ) 
pt r 27,
 

After
 to c iunicate, 

Thomson concl d evervthin 9 usual: r assembly" 
goes squabling our newsDapers Lcont inuii' to disseminat 

scurrility.U fiv repr ted; ther. still 

were 11; :ficient Committee of the States 

to function. Thomson felt the C itt to be a vital part of 

America's government; wrote that t 
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i quence	 to .va 
t 

rDllent 

He asked Read to urge Connecticu"t and Rhode 

to the Committa~. 

Island to 

on was informed that everyone in Annapolis was ill 

i'th "fever and 1nte-.:·...·-,......... " 

In a Dostscript t nt01llSOD p&.9sed on information he had 

received from. tJienrii' Laurens LPresident of Con 

would not meet before Laurens "sets oft for the Sout.hward." 

ut since the 

Connecticut deputies did not appear, and the Committee cd the 

Sta'tes had not assembled, nothing was done about 

Thomson stated that the "affair remains in a very disaCireeable 

lituation and is like to produce very unhappy COD9eaueDC 



15 item 24, 'this ch r, - 0-44&_ 



luS it • 47..4 .... 



d shi g, for i ry t eonswdng. wished 

1 'treaty worketd out th in, 

to check correct this 1, t flour d corn trad 

t middl tat in the Sta't 

c 



17Th 

e 
to 
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• 
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• 







Thomson then suggested that RaJasay travel througb 'the var 

states and view the scenes of aotion for. himself to get a truer 

pictu:t'e. 

tther, ThOliSQn disliked th~ a.coount Ramsay wrote of th 

.y in .hieh the support of Pennsylvania for the war exfort 

qU1re<1. He urged Ramsay either to alter tbet part of his 

istory or leave it out. In. ~~ditiOD, several facts were omittetu 



i the in 'chdiy 

t 

graph to tell of t olit" ion of the stat into 

various a.ller units: countie<:o. tricts, t s, tawnshl t 

hundreds or par i Th ion, ~ormed in 1767 as a t 

t tbe Due Act, gave the coloni, 

para­thens. 

of the 

The expensitt for 

for tbis w born by or:iva.te con 

'th inder of the letter d t d swmuary 

of the action of Pennsylvania followino news en rt 

Act LWhicb was to go into effect June 1, l77g. c ttee 

of Philadelphia. received a public letter 3:r , n 

realizing the importance of it, made arrungaments t r it 

t a coffee house y 19, 774/ t the City Tavern t 

following night, use th larae .room wit a 

capacity for several r 

let1;er read, ort Act, 

long with o"ther riti re 

discussed. All pr nt to feel tha't ct 

all the colonies. but 

yuld be nec ry ton. A, 

areach awever, i Iy let 

to frame such r. The letter '\ w Ufi bu 

ointedof _, 
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t ." ThmasoD cri owledoin 



co in order to not y n 

o c ,nd or tb op1e. but restor~ 

th Y othe.r 

Colonies. • • ." It OYe t 9 freeholder 

Jun pr "to mor, w, 

reused it e fIfty ox th 

pp ere e Comaittee wished t 

Assemb It called, they desire trouble that 

bring disorder to the 

freemen of 

ttended ox!­

rD I "I etVG 

o 

s 

SSeQ unanimously
 

,n the meeting;
 

held in good order. Five r 

1.	 ResolveeJ" that Boston Port Act unconstitutional, 

to BostaniQl,"", 11 Briti 

colonies, and therefore was t 

common oause of AIIIerle..... 

~~oolved, that a C h• 

frican co~on1es w 

ith Great Srifrom and re-est 

3. Resolved, th~t a c for 

the city and county of Phil o correspond wit 

other colonies., 



4. Resolved, that the committee should meet to decid 

the proper course of action for Pennsylvania, iDnoint 

puties to attend a gQDera~ CongrRss, and ascerta 

best wiiV fOl: PennSYlvania "to 

genera 

5.	 Resolved, that the committee should collect money for 

ir relief. 

A oOl!lJJl.ittee was then appointed, made UD oJ: the former oommitt 

ODg with enough new members to give those in favor of the abov 

asures an ample majority. The itew committee (of for'ty-thr 

rrs) met and conducted the business as outlined in th 

resolves. The SDeakex of ~he Assembly was writt 

to call the Ass~bly to meet not lat~r than August 1. t ... ~ .. , 

the committee wrote each county reaues't:Lna them t.o 

committee to Het in Phil.a.delobia aDd thi. conference of county 

oommittees would then 8DDOint de1egates fo~ a general 

of all colonies. The central comaittee (of forty.three) dia n 

trust the state Assembly, and especially the SPeaker. to appoint 





• " necessity" ~ist.d to call a general 

i the colonies in or I' 

to f ulate plans to OO~.1n reI "suffering 

brethren" re<1reS9 for ts' artevance., so 

that b itain and 

col ~o ati •" 
10. Althouah SllSpeQS! of c GX'eat Brit 

would call for crifices , they wer 

willing to tel' Jlor "9 tIer mOlle," was 

attempteu. 

(Tne xt two re l)aSsoCl a aajority, though ,t 

WlaniJaoualy. ) 

11. The peop.le ia would aaree and join with 

if Congress were to consent to n 

iapor d DOD-exoortation to Gr@at Brita~n. 

I.:;. i due to :further 

.bions of 

t Ith r 9UOPOrt • 

(The last rou.r I' ly.) 

13. the mercb not 

of the 11th reso~v., sell 

t dis. at th rntes "theY have b 

to do within monthS l.as't Dast." 

14. Tb ople ot d sever all commercial 

with colony, or city or t within a colonv, that 



yto 

15. Every aembero£ this cocmdttee should do all he could 

to oromote the financial relief ~or Boston. 

16. The members of the committee should also inform their 

- . . tate of 

11 them to appoint delegates to a 

o that the Qoals in the ninth re90~Ve ~u~~u ue Lea4L~~. 

In addition to these r.8O~V 

instructions t signed by the chairman J'uly21 and sent to thtJl! 

V, .~ich w~ then meeting. These instructions (stvled 

s "bold. animated, and pathetic") painted out t 

1~ie9. uraed ~e annointment of 

an
 
Co
 
Cl
 

. - t 
-

-
an then makes t'et"erence to a "cur1ous Dauer" ",h 1ch 

he included in this letter /bUt it is not DUblishe~.19 

e soon y tbe Assembly t ThomsOD 

went on, ,VaD1a, ith its Itwhol t 

fluence" j01l1ea .tic inet t Brit 

eon 
riea. 
I, pp. 



- -

reQuested to let t 

reference t 

minor 

stand as,t to of~ice 8 

ia, tt striking out his rt inuQlarl T 0 •• , 

fairs oft • 

5 

York. ..June 25, 
1787. 

On bis arrival in Mew York Thomson found that five states 

re represented in Congress (Massachusetts. New Yor 

Virginia, and Soutb Carolina), the addition of Pennsylvania and 

North Carolina would tlfora a Ccmaress. n Since the United States 

sbould at least aaintain a form of government and since the North 

Carolina delegates were already in Philadelphia, Thomson desired 
I 

their (and Bingham t s) attendance at once. The gravity of t 

situation was expressed by Thoasool "Were I to hazard an Opinion 

it would be that the peace o~ the union and the haDDV terminati 

of the measures of the Convention depend on the Meeting and 

continuance of COngress and keeping up the form o-t government 

til the New DIan is ready for AdODtion. M If the President had 

returned, Bingham was urged to "press hi. on immediately." 

36 
. 

(From Burnett; Letters, VIII~ pp. 617-18~) NewYOr... , 
..July 8, 1787. 

tn a rather curt letter, Thomson, as Conoress 

him, reauested the executives of the states unreoreaented i 



37 

(Fro~ Burne~t. Letters, VI1I. p. 691.) Of~ice of Secretary 
of. Congl:ess, Deceaber 27. 1787. To Samuel Hunt ington, Governor of 
Connecticut. 

on recei~t at Huntin9ton's letter OI 

lad to find that two aP'um.a h n 

appoi resent Connecticut in 

included information that Georgia intended to 

battle the Creek Indians; the Georaia Assemblv had Dassed aD act 

to raise three thousand men with provisions for the Governor 

c~l one thouSand five hundred additional men if neoessary. AlSO, 

orgia expected to call upon Conoress for assistance. 

,cbusetts and Virginia had diverted national ..ea,l'marked 

funds into state purposes; this 

Thomson believed, without ~e means to maintain the few tr 

the frontiers, let alone the'necessarv exoeDSes of 

20r 
:results, for nC! 

inabam July 

a 



(From Burnett, ~ __ .. , • 720-22.) oy_ 

April 19, 1788. To..James McHenry. 

h late inh on ologi.zed and laine 

ter return!nletter 19,SW' 

nrv's letterto Ne rec 

Thomson w finally able t answer. 

e edt etian oul th option 

of th­ " Constitution," for unless it w d 

fear for the future of t H not thi the 

n-urviv,pr t vemment /Artiele 

t year i£ it could rienc,e mU9t convinoed 

very lection together in te to the 

i d." d it' t goverI1lll9nt , 
!ha.t wonl cure the , ana. h iness of tb 

country? 

Henry d about the forei d tic debt. 

Th a sChedule for tch loans; t 

tne 10 wer $150, ue ~paJ.n an 86,427 

"foreign Officers," plus a mill! florin hleb re 

to pay the interest of Dutch loans and other BlU:Ollean 

due; this last money was supposed to come fram states, but th 

failed to supply the aJIlount needed to pay the interest. Tne 

doaestic debt, at that time (April, 1188), was $28,340,018, 

thouah Thomson was not sure bow much cd this bad been paid tnrOll 



t ,t ",... CO ...... _ rr1tori Th 10 Company d 

to havQ purchased five or six ut ly 

paid $500, , t r , wi 

the condit! that t cou limit their pure to whet 

they could ord. her western land included t :1.11 ion 

a medDer of Continentalacres ~o IJObn Cleve!! Sv.mes 

r lyJ thr to Plint Parker 

COJIl'DaDV, thou >ney. Seven hundr 

tbous acr surveyed to townships UDder 

tile ee Lof l78'y t thousand 

old. ThOSlSOD finitely urveyed land wa 

en o liauidate the entire t of Un ion, provid,ed a 

tab government controll the ion. r con1ectur 

that the n overmnent, if' 'taO.1.usnea, Incr 

onant imDo9t and re(!Uc ~t "civil Ii , o 

d that even new government h n given th 

r of direct 1: it will not proceed to rei5e 

of that r exc t n aity." 

Thomson enclosed, tor H rusal, e :tirst vol 

of th.... " d on it " 

off tbe press. 

(From II, 
pp. Z49..S0, rley,

orris .. 
~, pp. 

,pril 7, 1789. 



, ·f 



addition 
789, 

'this 
for th 

II, 



6
 

42 

VIII. p. 837.) 
t of the United St -

n, nav1ng served as Secretary o~ Congress from 177 

to 1789, and witnessed in an intimate way the most evenUul 

period of the United States· history to that time, wished to 

retixe to orivate life. 



4
 

en'tfr 

179..,. 
.) No city given, March 9, 

!:.'f . tter.J 

he noted inconcern 

biogr in Cook, "ritten ippi~. 

volu (vol two, rote that 

njamin Frankli dl .vy to treat 

26 



It b 

Ther 

-~=-f---- at: 

written aft 
1778. 
rior to t 

II, p. 4~I.) 



72
 

-
 inson, sineLThoason 
fin Drayton's dr 

information l' 

John Dickinson's first writi .n favor of t colonists 

was 1n 1765 durino the ct crisis. In 1161 d 1768, 

Dickinson pUblished his r.er's Letters in fense of the 

colonists and against t t~. Phil Iphi 

.erchants, in 1712, were anxious t Dickinson into tne 

dispute over the t In but int friend 

prevent ing lnvolv t in 1714, when t 

Boston Port Bill waspa••ed, this friend, o was hiJllself 

involved in th Qsition, WX'ote to Oickinson and ur hi. 

to write inst Britain. Di.ckin 1ioinoly then beaan a 

series of letters. 

The letter frma 8oaton24 arrived in Pbiladel'Dhia the 

y after Dickinson started his series of letters, and the 

Phil 1phians wanted to e act! ince th akers were• 

paci:fi , it necessary to aeV~5e ch y they 

would 5 ort the colony, for their eo sure 

colo: ince the Quaker to• 

OickinsO_D, and since lIany certain to what 

extr 0, 1 t DO a 

friendly letter to S'tOD, rward a letter to th. southern 

45 item 34, this chapter, • -63. 



7 

J d try to 1 eS5 reoresentativ 

e. P@nnsyl ia As ly 

ld 1 if Ii t this t1n9 of
 

iladelDhians.
 

In the "s
 lIed r fash • it dec ided that 

er rash Id offer 

severe would then fer. rat 

roached with the above 

procedure in m and re t ine with Dickinson on th 

day o£ t l'houab cadDson or not 

attending he assented, at 1 t to 00. ting (at which 

Thomson was also in attendance) Thomson some reluctance in 

e LPrObably DicldDs~ so 

lng, Mifflin second hia, Thomson tb ickinson follOif 

Th on, his they ion offered 

L'Thomaij 

t ... 

itself. Both homson to brine Dickin 

to the ...tina, to 

in pathetic t ,1' after t letter fr b read. 

Mi£fli "with more warath • n Thomson was next 

and press for diate It tiOD in favor ot ton" but 

In the ting25 W1.th ,ret _ t 

t it is almost 
is another 
terre<! to in 
.vid Ramsay. 



~o In Tnomson's ~etter to Ramsay. See 
18, 177" 

re%errea item 34, thi 
haDter, 

27 A --titian was Dresented to the Governor OD JUQe 8, 1774. 



75.
 

9 the ly wtely, inlegi tur 

in colony. lierc'U~ed because of 

ref'usal to call 

lphians, for they did not 

anyway. Since an economic diaoote 

s the central issue, and S1DC 

disoute an previous occasions when interes 

at this time determined to take the cause to 

thus by-pass the merchant~. onsequently, c 

county of Pennsylv 8I)1)oint an 

in Philadelphia. Dick:i.nson consulted e ur 

and heartily took oart in t tin9 err 

county committees. Ut tin9 o£ ian.... 

Dickinson, Mifflin, ~ Thomson travell~d to the frontier count! 

in order "to discover the sentiments of the inhabitants & 

particularly ot the Germans." 

t, the Convention ot Committees met at Philadelnhia 

prior to the Assellbly; the grievances drawn up by Dickinson were 

accepted and presented to the Assembly in the f'orm of instruct! 

in order to O8t the Asseably to work in cooPeration with other 

colonial assemblies. The Convention also pressed the Assembly 

to a int delegates to a ral COllaress all the colonies. 

The ASs ly did so but cont s to rs of the 
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