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The amount ot available literary critiolsn ooncern~g 

the interpretatlon ot cla.a1oal themes by medieval wrlters 

ls vastly l~lted. Thus, aa a,result ot a suggestion by 

Dr. Charles E. Walton, I became interested in B study ot th 

t ot classloal llterature into the t 

English author, in attempting t~ interpret the emphasis which 

a medieval writer placed upon the olaBsl~81 works. The TrOT 

Book by Jolm L: te, a noted and prolltic iter, traDsla­-
tor, and adapter at the .arly fifteenth n , S ohosen 

oontained in four vol whichor t tudy. H18 

re edlted by Henry Bergen for The Early liah Texts Socl­

ty 1n 1906, 1908, 1910, 1935, and 1nclud 1n vol s I, II, 

and III the expedit10ns of ttl gonaut., the entir to 

ot the Greek and Trojan War, the death ot U1,. , and a 0 

plate recounting of the Trojan War. Vol includl ,n 

bridgsment ot the Bistor1a Destruct1on1s Troise by Gu1do 

delle Colonne, whloh Lydgate ueed tor hi. model. 

I wish to 
/ 

thank Dr. Charles E. Walton tor his enduring 

patience and untiring a••lat.noe in direoting this stUdy. and 

Dr. June Morgan for her careful oriticism of the manuscr1pt. 

I also wish to aoknowledge the excellent typing and oare ot 
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CLASSIC MYTH
 

L 

en John L;rd$tat 

n II • • • c 

Troy. 1n .n8171che to t 

soribing a taak which 

lddle Engli8h author; 

1ng 01as81081 ~h. leg 

- h 

the drery pitu. tate / Of hem of 

late" (11. 105-06). he v•• 

babl7 contronted many another 

17. that ot translat'.ng or adapt­

, or lore into M.iddle En.ulsu.. 

The scholar who consider. the lin. ot descent of the classl ­

cal story lnto the ttmee of L7dgate wlll .udde~y beOQ 

aware ot a d1fterent emphasis whioh ha. been p~aoed upon 

these ancient works in translation or r ....t.ll1ng. In 1'act, 

study ot a Uiddle English .utho~t. treatment or 

nt JD.Yth and a-tor7 1. highly oec88sa17 for a olear Com... 

reheo810n ot Middle EDldi.h llterary conventions. Prom the 

start, the 8oholar who w1sbes to define the route taken b,. 

these olaaslcal YOrk8 into EDgland must re1nve8tl~ate4l)a8t 

'/

crltical statements which may have had II ahaping lnfluenc 

upon the work ot the later Middle Engli8h translator, adapt.. 

r, or even author 1n L,.dgate I 8 time J. slnce it i8 obvlou 

that many 01a8s10al works were orten "returblahedn by ~l1ddle 



2 

English authors and ror re8110n. which eventually may be made 

ore ao'Darent. 

ajor orltical works in the time .pan stretching ~ 

r to LYdRate are po.s1blY so ~ew in number a. to 

the scholarla job not an untenable one as he a.sembles these 

ials tor tnv.stigation and analysie. He vill note, at 

onoe~ that there are two poa.ible major Bource. from whioh 

he may seleot bi. material, 4et1ned as (1) the internal evi­

dence to be found in the works ot Homer, Heaiod, the Greek 

dramatiats, Lucretius, and Vergil, and (2) the critical evi­

in the easay. ot Plato, Ari8totl~, 

e, Dante, Petrarch, Bocaacoio. and others. FUrther­

re, a aecondarr force, but one of much importance, was t 

Christian church and its role in conveying this ancient 

literature and oriticlDW ~~v ~~.au~. 

1edRe of the events of literary historJ 

enoompa.sed in the time .pan juat deslmated "7 aal1at the 

scholar 1n hi. taak. For example, it 1. known tha t the 

Greek c1vilization, magnifioent and sophl.t1cated" eventu­

ally vas destroyed. _UIoA IIU.." ,A,ua \,)"'"'(W,....·vv., ,,~ u",,~., 

borrowed heavilY trom the alreadY e.tab11ahed tradition. of 

•• 't1:1e Roman artl ..og ...·u I' 

e O~dar GreeR arts, 1n .daptat1~". 

one may observe in Ves-gil'. handltna oZ the Homeric 

and episode in Aeneid. A8 Raman olv1l1zatlon ~'turog~, 
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~-r«1l1g e Italian Renal sanee, 

ion, un­

t 
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be talrl1 certain, ainoe • study ot the ourricula or t 

o	 unlverslti8s in Enaland at thls early period will rev.al 

or these work. were beinA: taught in their Latin 

o~s to the scholars in attendano__ 

problem, then, concerns an investigation ot the 

jor works or literary criticlam which atreot thi. literary 

trend throughout this entire period, to observe, when 

08alD.Le. the literary pronouncements which may have had an 

treot upon the problem •• one oo~ront. it in LYdRste 

e Engliah period. 

n applying an evolutionary t1Pe of approaoh to th18 

.ubject, one, ot neae.sity. must ob.erve, first, the ear­

liest extant forms of Greek literature Whioh have perslat 

into the Middle EnA:lish period. One considers. first, the 

rnal evidence oontained 1n the epics of Bomer and Heaiod 

r in the dramas of the major Greek playwrights. 

Greek mytholo~ bad its inoeption with Homar about 

one thousand years before Christ, and the I11ad and tn. 

the first written documents ot Greece, contain 

oldest known records ot Greek mythologicsl literature. Per­

haps, the second prinoipal Greek writer was Heslod. who 

lived in the ninth or eighth oentury B. C., and wrote h1 
I 

he told or the creation ot the universe and 

oun~ed ~ne 2enerat1on8 or the Greek Gods. Several cen­

turies later, the Latin poet, Ovid (43 B. c. - A. D. 17), 



s 
0, al.tb.Ougl1 be borrowed rrom the Green,. cOmPiled 80 vaat 

t ot m.teria1 encampasaing almost allot the extant 

hologioa1 storles that moat ~holoaiats s1noe his t 

have made us. ot hi. documents as their primary source. Hi. 

contem,t>oran. Vera1l, was all10 a prominent Roman contr1nu'tor 

II ot extant 0181181ca1 

Ovid, be re11.d upon the earl1er Greek DtYtha as souroes tor 



unah8ckl.ed. Ima~ination was viv1dly and consistently 

, judging tram'~he eV1dence one r1nds ~ Homer 

,nd othors, almost no effort vas made to d1stlnlmlah between 

the real Bnd unreal. 

Poets, as one would expect. revelled 1n this s~ran 

orld of 1ms~lnatlon unrestricted bY the dictates or soun~, 

0"i081 thOURht which Pl'ato '1108 later to advocate. Th1 

atmosohe1"e produced a concG'Ot ot the Gods which differed in 

that which unci 

time had protessed. Far example, the Greeks by Plato's t 

no tear or the1l' Gods beoause they had mad 

their Gods human.1 On the other hand, the Gods of 

- - tt 

l1evable or fantastic some at tne early myths were, t 

oharacters involved never appeared to be apprehensive nor 

fear~l tor their lives. The ever-present nymph 

itiea--orten like supernatural, capricious beings--ver 

lrcumsteDoes, or .t le.at they 

located in 8 oredible. r.a1 domain, Whloh lent a kind of 

ris1m111tude to the mTtholo~. At the same ttme, t 

like men because they were endowed with 

he other hand, man did not attain to, 
ivine staturo simPly because, in reverse, tbe Goda wer 

1tb Hmnl1t "A' ........" .."'QI' p. 16 ~
• 



• a. ~. ~~~~-ie; The Greeks and Their Gods, p. 120.-
3Ibid., P. 119. 

~
 

4R• A. Scott-James, ~ Yaking .2!. Literature. P. 34.
 

SIb1d •• P. 26.
 



-......-., p. c.1. 
7Ib1d., p. 31. 
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8a1d was alwaY8 shown to be right, the.e works tended to 

prove tnere was ~ruth 1n what the God. had w111.4.8 Homer 

beoame the model beoause h1s eol08 told the truths abou 

and mora11t7. and now the poet not only 

tatned--be allo vas the source ot truth•• This 1d 

.uatalned itaelt through the oentur1ea.9 

In the latter part ot the tittb oentury B. e. , tnere­

tore, the Greeks had accepted Romerio ideas 88 truth, OU 

:rew of the Rrest dramatists and phl1osophers had beJnm to 

n independenoe in thougbt and beliet and to queet10n 

whetner or not llte was 1deal, wbether mania will made hls 

1 fIllJlnor.Dble, and whether or not that which the poet said. 

b t liter :0 whow 

ollowed Homer--Ae.ohyl , , Sophoole8, 1 'Ranes, 

Plato, and Arlstotle--had different theorl '11 th owl­

dge I v1rtuv, rei functions of poetrY and apeech, all 

nevert 1 , that poet. at teacb, d al8erted 

that t poet' a waa alway to rove man's tation. 10 

a , ediaD, believed that aD author 

hould app to n l moral and patriot10 .ena He did• 
Dot 1th ria 1 that 11fe could be fr t 

care and that the paat was not ort.ut. hyluB, to the 
/ 

aGuthrie, ££• .2!1., p. 123_
 

9scott-James, !2- olt., p. 34.
 
lOIb1d., p. 36.
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con~rarT. believed that uncontrollable forces w 

t with man and that man never ceased to be at war with 

these foroes. These external torce., whether physical a 

Ipirltual. were entirely beyond man'. oontrol--h11 parentl:ll, 

his time and l)laPoJv 1IoI'.&. "" ..... ,,", • .LU.L u.a a""'u ...~ O.,OVl;AI:II. 

. 1. mor.~ senaes. 

t. if 10 maturlt~ he should try to alter this nattsrn or 
11te, as had been !O 00 

ment that a ohange, it &n'1. was 20Terned bY a sen 
11ty. A.DChylus believed that tate oontrolled ~L. au~. 

in turn, mania aver-~resent conflict with all toroea produoed 

the tragedy ot 11fe. He arJNed that even it man tried to 

lro~tanc.a to hi 

tecta that his l1.f . 
ordained humsn lite must eventually 

lzed that msn was always aware of • goal tor whioh 

neoesaary tor him to strive and. tbat Wh8~ev.r mAn 0 

, Guother dr~atiat of the rlr~n oen~ury 

• C., brou~t 8 new .spect to the philosophY or ~oetrY. B 

thou~ht, that everYday problems should be handled LO a more 

/ 

llBarrett Wendell, The Tradit10ns at 
P. 56. -- ­
1? 

1t. 



ott-J • ~. £!i., p. 35. 
, .QR. c 1t . I P. 98. 



1 ott-J , cl". J e 6ie_ 



---r rb oat ot the ~eou~ar nv&.~. 

• &.I.. 



14 
11shments. Plato wa. not favorably impressed by t~ 

theories that poets were insp1red b7 the Gods and_ th~o, 

were "-oosses••d," and that theY atta1ned to a state ot not 

being .Iin their right mind" wt;len uttering tho1r beautiful 

tatements. The truth,
 

nt tor good 1Ir1t1n.g, and he believed that anyth1ng whlc
 

wrltten as a result of an 1n1JD1rat1on trom t 

not truth. He adm1tt.."u,. 

because Homer va. the "or1ginsl master." but be falled to 

that Hamer deserved anT eminent re~.rd or deterence, be­

oause he telt thst Ramer had disregarded truth 17 

Plato was oonvinoed that it va. his obligatlon to 

jeot imitative poetry, and he clearly expressed this V1ew 

in ~ Re-oub11cI 

ryer, most of Pl.t n ' 1 

nomer 8'te o 

vel... , 

l's 

eaCl18rs, 

toacnerte 

oau 

th _ 

Greek r ,oral 1. , the virtuQ 'reek 

17a_ott_J , 0 t., p. )..,.
 

Bpl• to , ~ Republi0 • 37..,.
 

p 



" • • • the good 1s to be attributed to God alone: of tb 

118 the aauses are to be sougnt elsewhere, and not in 
21 First. he refers to Romer's• --

• • or 0• 
or on an,. 

to say tb 
ot God, h 

ot 1'10tle 

9soott-J 8S, ~. c1t., p. 38.-
20Ib1d ., • 39.
 

2lp1ato, EE.,. ill..• p. 1..,.
 



f. thinking that t poet and tb 

.ince noted that he tailed to 

poet 0 ~. arti8t tor the pl 

t r t life or beauty which 

22Ibid., p. 77. 
23 ~ __...* T ____ 

I gJt. ill.., p. 4v.
 

lata, 2£. olt., pp. 381-)62.
 



• 

lao thougnt that poetry should be given more serious oon­

ation than h1BtO~Y, bS9suse history dealt with tne par­

5~cott-J~ea, £a. ~.J p. 50.
 
6a-1atot18, Poetics, P. 2~.
 



ular, while poetr
 

therefore, 1
 

history: tor poet
 

t1cular. "Z'l
 

present
 

l1zing trutb 

tted th 

x
 

27Ibid.. p. 25.-
2
 _., p. 30
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bo presented reality. Aristotle believed that the .rtis~' 

OIllY concern WB. tor the answer to tho QuestIon, "Oulitht It 

to have b.atHJened?" Thua, Ar,lstotle defended Homer's uae ot 

the 1m.a~ln8tlon. Be felt that B9M8r had the ability to tell 

n-rtistic lles" and bad taught other poets bow to do th 

29
• 

For oenturies, men b~v~ given varlous meanings to t 

- In- --~ • 

11 definition., a desirable connotation 1. BV
 

iob man should proudly .trive. Bot
 

d Plato believed that vi.dom waa the hiabest 

t of man, and that man by achieving wisdom would 

an .~s~ dlV1ne atatus. 3O Plato believed the-

the God. were wise and that man, theretore, .trove to 

i8e. becauee by suoh actioD "man becomes like God.";- But 

Plato did not make allowance. tor the Lmpertectlona or Lmita­

tiona in human lite whlch Ari.totl. believ 

and yet .trive tor the t~uthl °Wi.dam ~. a part ot vlrtue 

whole and theretore to P98seas it or to exerci.e it 

a man h............ "3 

290eott-James, ~. ~., p. 69. 

30'r' • F. Rlce, Jr., Renai8sance ~ £!
 
31Ibld., t>. 6
-
3'H. Rockham, Aristotle'. Fth1ca ~ 

p. 113. 



11ton, ~. ott., 2. 

~., p. 14". 

33 



op , who D that 

r 0 w o, it ould aOn -

t ate t tructur iverae, he WOU14t co o an 

3.7R.ft'l11to~, • c 1t ., p. 21 • 

• 'lory (tr.) J .Q..!!!!. ~ Pl8't amorpno ae l!I, p. 
1 .... 

37Ibid., p. 3. 

poet and philo ... ­



However, Luoretius had Bl'ence for the 1 of natu 

nd lief in Godo, though theY were ministers of 

f'atg. ConseQuently, 1n the opening linea of his ~ R 

he calls upon Venu~ to assist htm 1n tbe writing 0 

8.. ndell, 2E.,. ill,., p. ale 

39Luoret1ua, ~ Rerum Batura, p. 7. 



2.
 

his po 

Luoretlull necese1t7 of bis eftort to 

.tate his view. 

J 

40~., p. S. 

Wendell, 

4l~.J p. 13 • 

O~. ..ll.-, p. 211. 

43.i:O.W.I.I.&. .L. Ou, · cl., P. 2,. 
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the	 element ot human nature into hi s .to~ie 8. In th 

ndoubtedlv imitated Homer' a I11ad and Odyssey., 81 

Iso shoved an influence or the humanity of EurlDi 

nd a refinement which the Alexandrian poeta had posaesaed.44 

Vergll i o oDen1n~ lines to The Aeneid ~iTG his reasona ror 

h8VLng vrl~~en ~h. eD1C 

-

, 
to 
I 

.. - . . - - . oame, 
I 

UndoubtedlY, Verail borrowed whatever he needed trom Bomer, 

usina the Odyssey as hi. model tor ~A.n.id in the first 

ix booksJ and the Iliad, tor the last .ix. But it vas his 

skill 1n campo.log the Aeneid which give it an appeal to a 

ore sophistioated audience. There are rew other Deets woo 

have been mere hlgnly prai.ed or persiatently studied thaD 

ergil. Like Ovid, he kept alive Greek mrtholegy, and 1 

ttme, Greek and Raman ~hology became a1moat lnseparabla. 

orace. another Raman Doet, and a contemporary ot 

Vergil, ViS by nat~r. a conservative who prliaed both the 

"'t""fWendell, it. , • 239 • • 
45v	 ____14, p. 3.1, 
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ek models and methods and expresaed a preference tor tbat 

which t~e bad proved. His admiration tor Bomsr 1s reveal 

in hi. statement, "In wh~t mea~ure the miseries of war / Can 

beat be wr1tten, and the teat ot kings / And oaptaina, Hamer 

bowed. n46 Horaoe a180 believed that the poet should 

deavcr to in.truet and de~~~t the ~nd1vldu811 "Til not 

ough for poems to be tine: / The,. must have aha....... , 

lead wbere'er they viII/The hearer'a aoul. n47 :while h 

inaiated that tradition anould be followed, be allo believe 

that the taak ot treating familiar 8nolen~ tnemes was 8 

l!'floult one: 

Horace did not intend for hi. ~2t Poe~ry ~o ~e an essay; 

rather, he thou~t of it as an informal verse letter. Ther-­

re, many ot the requlraments tor the writing of good 

poetry which he advooated are notlc.ab17 lacking in hi. own 

49poem. While he wrote the Art ot PoetrY in an informal 

. , 11. 75-77, p. 100.4 . ­
~. 99..10.&., • 01 •. 

• 25-1,30, • 1 

• Ba ill, p. 50. 



- -

• • 

toot poetr snouidt , 1 1 

1 I 

y 

A~a1n, he states. DFor my part / Were I to write Satyrio 

plays, my friend, / I should not be eontent with the ~laln 

nouns / And verb 8 of common use,,"51 Ror.ce'~ 

Odes, or ~ 2! Poetrz--any one ot these three--would hav 

g~U.~gD, 

Bufficed to make h~ ~ort81. That he wrote with an 

intention of bein~ remembered 1s clearly shown in Book III 

of his ~, 1n whioh he oontesseda ItI nave made a reoord to 

outlast bronze • Not all of me shell dle. n$2 

ODe or the work. of smlnent anc1ent ph1losophers or 

poets were allowed to perish completely_ The Homans BU"'­

ta1ned many of the Greek traditiona. Although for several 

centuries every lim1ted amount or new literature was pro­

duoed on the oontinent or in EnRland, it 1s noteworthy that 

the ancient literature survived. Even before the time ot 

the Italian Renaissance, Dante had helped to revive interest 

in the olaasics. Conaequently, the early practioe ot th 

5""Horace, .22.. ,g!t. ~ -_. 6-2)0, • 106.
 

SlIb1d •• 11. 234-237 • 106.
 

5~-Ddelll £It. ili.., • 2.5.....
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an in inslet art 1 , n that 

of the 1 to t tuall 

cOIllbin prinoiple in a J t r DaD • 
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• 'l'HEIR D 

ND INTERPRE.rATION OF THE CLASSIC 

The study of Aristotle was well established in many 

opean universities bY the latter ~8rt of the thirteentb 

oenturY, but it 1s oC part1cul.r interest that it was well 

tablished in ItalY by that t1me, beoause Dante very 

olosely followed Aristotle'. definition ot moral virtue. 53 

He believed, .1 did Aristotle. that morel Virtues were con­

trolled by realon and that man wei respoDsible tor the oul­

tivation ot hi. own BY.t~ at ethios. 54 On the otber hend, 

1t 18 1:ml>ortant tor one to remember that Dante weI 8 very 

religlous man. and that hi. writin~. show the Lntluenoe whla 

Chrlstlant1 impre••ed upon h~. Philosophy and theolo~ had 

oome olosely ailled) the church had accepted Arlatotl-' 

philosophy a. the epitome of knowledge, and, thUS, ell wi-­

dam had beoome oorrelatad from one polnt of v1vwe 

5~. W. Jack '. Convivio, • 20; herR ­

fter tarred to a 

54Iblc1 • , 1 • • 



Until tho ~ddlo or the tb1rteenth oentury, Latin 

, tor tbe educated ola8ses, the prevailing ~angu.gu. 

d most ot the literature whiah wa. available va. contained 

Latin vorlul only. Then. atter tbe cloae of the so-aalled 

rk AA:8S, Dant. vaa one of the f1rat poets to advocs1:e II 

r::.1.. 
y little use 0 

class10al methods had besD sanctioned before D.n~e oe 

instanoes known 1n 

be seen that t 

1enta--both 

fram h1stor1cal ract and tram mythology, and also tranalated 

. 
" .... Ib1d., 1). 11.-
5vscott-James, ~. 1~.
 
57,., • P. Ker, Essoys, on, Mcd1eva1 L1terature, p. 37.
 



S8Loc • c1t. 

32.----., p.

Je:kaon, ~. o1~., ~. ~. 

lConvlvl0. I, 5, p. 4~. 
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vera1 traotates v1th1n the Convlvl0, he 81so gave hi
 

pacific reelons for B2i having oholen the Latin, BDd leav
 

the impress10n that he is seeking absolution tram his Ichol­

rly friends who m1~t mllconatrUe hie 1n~en~1on•• ,It-'or 

xam~lc, he state. that he oould not use LatLe Deoau 

t1 • it would not have been subject but sovereign, both 

on acoount ot it. nobIlity, and on aooount ot its goodnesl 

of its beauty.n62 He adds that becau.e or l~s "nobil ­

ity." Latin 18 a stable language that does not under~o t 

onangss wnioh the valRar tongue exper1enoes. He .IS awer, 

o! the tact that words 1n the ve~naou1ar are .ubject t 

cbaoRe, often becoming extinot 'in the matter ot • rew yearg, 
r 

nd he perceived that D • _ ,.• 1f a short time ehanRe!l th 
~ 

language, a longer time changes it more,_ ,,6.J But, h 

oonvinced that Latin neve~ vould be t~anltormed or altered. 

oreover, he believed that becauae of the ftKoodnes!I" ot 

Lattn, it vas not BPDllcable to his treatise. Be added thlt 

"Latin makes manitest many thing. ooncel 

whioh the vulaar ton~e ORnDot." and, thus, be oonclu 

that Latin ls of greater ~tll1ty than the vornacular tor 

COOD:1PllshlnJt that tor which it was "ordained. ,,64- Dante 

Convivio. I, 5,
 
3convlv1o. I, 5,
 • 

~w_y.yl0. I, 5, ~. 
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furth.er expla1n. t~t L 1 .ov i tongu eo 

ot its "b t,.," ani 

do 
Q 

the classl re be.utit'ul, and the 

tor the oompo.lt1oD ot h1 

Canzoni. • a1 t an 1nt1mat 

L.t ....u.'heretore, h 

oor 

conneotion with ~ • ua .... clI:lls that Latin 

ongue:oannot 

He, then, conclude. that 

Since Latin could expound to no 

• • con ­
er 

th 
in. 

uld not be "obedlent. It 

ut the lettered, he 

tat that " . .. • it ve rult111ed the command 

laid upon 1t 80 weI tonaue, which 1s under. 

tood by lettered alike. "67 He, then, .ub­

tantlatea th,l all11.ng that Latin WOuld go 

beyond it 1 .op~es or other oountr1es 

I, 5. PP,- 44-4S.
 
6 

~--~-.~-, I, 6, pp~ 46~47. 

1,7. p. ~7. 
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r't, 

it.-
T 

,a1eo to th ota that y 

prolJaDly no t 

thl 
t translation all that 8w~etness disappeared. co 

It 1s evident, fram these rem.rks wh1ch comprise Dant-' 

~ll explanation tor the preoBution which he takes a2ainst 

1.order," that b1s atfection tor bis native ~on 

18 scarcelY ~re8ter than his respect tor the Latin; but 1 

Is, nevertheless, elmlfloant that he believos much is lost 

in translation fr~ one 1 

He next gives three reasons tor believing that th 

vul~8r tonlZUe is more liboral than Latin: uThe flrst 1 

that it Rlves to manYl the second 1s that it gtves thin 

usefulj the third i. that it bestow. its gi~t without being 

asked tor It. n69 He substantiates his tirst reason, by 

lalnln~ that lito alva to many" 1s to include the individual, 

while "to give to one" 1. to exclude the o'the,rs. He con­

tinuos, "Therefore who8ve~ helps many contera both benetitg, 

UDsnte t • 

pp. 17-18,
," !!!:!i, 
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lover: 

,U:t.UKrJ , 

ow ontel.ea t • 
it 

rather t 

at 11t 

Next, h 

dm1ts tha at 1. 1 t1.. , 

.. 
o 

~"""'1I."-'1IiiJ' 

klThererore, he dec1 Agaln, 

Dante s~ressea h1' oh be lost tr a­

10n trom one ~a ot110r. 1na117, in defend1ng 

of vernacular a t tho go 1t, 

he states t 

t 

ton 

or o~h.r nationa and d1 

t.- . . 
1 WD'I are, i 1 g­

,t , ahameful and d.1 •
 

ltnougb, pr1
 o c rou r ­

te:nt Latin and , • well ., native d1acourse 

......_ .........0, 

• 
)Convlv10, 

I, 10. .. 

I, 10, • 5\,;1 • 

I, , • 57 .. 
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nd tr , d b ~l"Analat into Italian, Dant 

lque i vinlt wrl in th aouler 

tar head of hi Intc:mt>orar bell i 

:7lallt1d """A.~poatl 

In Dant.'. age, paaari ~h and Christian belleta had 

become !'used in alleaorY whlch, by this tune, "a. a pre­

dominant quality or all lyrical poetry.77 Consequentl,., on 

finds Dante o1ttna the tour aenaes in wh1ch he believed .11 

rlting should be oampo••d and could be undarstoods 

maaen 

o illustrate hl thatIb··"''''''~ 

Ovid'. Orpheus waa a 1 ••ts wlth hls 

1 , loh in w ble to 

rcll 1Dd1v1 nd and th the ot 

____ one:hls voiov. e 14 ltles the third ••nse •• t 
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• • that for which teaQh8rs ought as they go throu• 

writing intently to watch tor their own profit and that of 
81their hearers. 1I Aa an Bxamole of the de~lotlon ot thi. 

ora~ sense, ne al~Udes ~o t 

oendea the Mount and ChO..OD1T three apo.tlss to _OBom-

Iny b,1m1 1 . .!-, morall,._ this lncl 

ftairs, one should have but tew friends in whom t 

.wIiII' "uvn <181101'11:)8 s 'tJ:1e rourth seDse; which he oal• 
n.sog10, • • that 1·." above the lenseI."82 Be eX'Dl• 

that, although a composit10n may 11terally be .t 

tact, the 1nttmatlon at spiritual connotation can De true 

a180, a. when maD deters tram evil dolna and believea he 1 

!oraiven and thus teel. v1rtuoul or ho17_ Dante belie 

that the literal ••nae should alwaya precede the allegorlcil 

one. because, aa he explains, • it i8 not possible ton • • 
83torward if the foundation 18 not t11'.t laid. I• I 

e, one I.e. ~n.~ Dan~. n8S pres.n~d tour ••n••• 1 

wn1cb all literature may be written and understood, but, 

resl1ty, he bim.elf' sopears to h8ve e=10Y8d onlY two ot 

these divisions in hl. own Work.: the 11.t.r.... , 

II, 1, p. 73.
 

II, 1, pp- 73-14.
 

8~Convivio, II, I, p. 1S. 
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lleRorlcal. 

Dante Ilao bellevee that reason Q~ww.g. ~A~.~~. 

Otberwise. he statea that man' lives by h1s aenaea. and n.er 

he refers to Boethiue, who wrote that "he l1ve. the lire ot 

en asslf who 'Puts trom reason or truth.84 On the other 

Dante undoubtedly wlis th1nk1n5t ot Ari.totl. whom h 

• , • • 

• 1, • 1 • 
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life 11 sensation, and 10 man·lite 1s tne ule ot reslon. nu6 

Therefore, he b 

th in lite whicb bg auu"",.~ ',.V."L",". wu,g"'-GGlIa, 

o doea no~ Ule JUdgment in following the right oourse haa 

par'VeQ l"rom reaBon: "And ~h!S1 1". moat apparent in one who 

baa footprints betore him ~nd.do~a not regard them. n87 

d throughout the oenturies 

, V"'" uewG ~~~.auui del V1rgi~lo v~d pro n ­

bly have been oQDU)letel::v unknown had it not been for th 

t GiovannI Boccaooio ~ preservlng ~ne rew rr.~-
AA 

irJdll0 VBI 

oe't and 8 Drat.saor ot 'CoetrY in the Stadium o.! Bologn 

,ur1nJt the yeara 1319-1321, w.ben hi. and Dante t 8 corre.ponn.. 

noe occurred.87 For two rea.ons. del Vlral1io 1s pertinent 

to thi. studYS firat, 

rnaoular. and, eeoond~Y. ror ~. me1inod 0 

the cl••aioB~ m.vtha to h1. 'student a • Del Vi. -

OJUY an 1n1j1Jllate :rrlend or Dan1ie's, but also one who greatly 

8amired Dante f I poetic abilities;. He...erthelgaa, 

86ConviTl0, IV, 7. pp. 216-17. 

87Convl.,.10, IV" 7, p. 2.17.
 
8..._
 ...... .- . -. G. Gardner (tra.)" Dant. and 

-20; her.atter referred to a;­

89~1d., P. 121. 

-- ­



ta .7 D t lei DO choose letor1 1
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ble to 

I hi fir po toTelopubj • 

1. I11ty t der­• in hiDante, he a 

.tand t 

w 

add:re.-.To Dant- I aocus8'tl 

iag only- 8CnO,L1lr8 "1,t;)U laic v 1
 

9
vernacular
 

He p1
 

Olerk 

let 

90Ibid., "D. 122.-
9·Ca:rmen, I, 11. 1-8, P:. 147.
-

2Car.men, I, 11. 16-17, p~ 147.
 
3Carmon, I, 11. 2$-38, pp. 149.
 



4 
lra111o'. respeot fth o n FlO C8 a 

t J 

; 
n 

·CaJ"Dlen. II, 11. 57- 57 •- • 
III, 11. 32-35. p. 161• .......
 

6Carmen, III, p. 16$. 



n~ olassloal myth, be must ~e81Iz8 that the pract1ce o~ 

a method tor vh16h all medieval writers had 

cause ~ne onrist1ana had acoepted symbolism 

1n their So~iptures, they h~d 99me, also, to accept the 

olism 10 paaan wrltlng8~-ln taot, medieval scholars and 

autbors oonstantly lougbt tor hidden moral truths to ancient 

98 

alleaor1Z1n2 was 

-

Since Ovid was possIbly one ot the most popul• 

ieal poets during ~ho medieval period, del Virgilio 

ohose the Metamorphoses tor the sUbject of his treatlDQ. 

oo~ Ov1d's stories, derived a moral lenle tram each. and 

then presented, in a rew v~rsea, a oonolusion. 

ot both Ovid's and del V1r~illo'. stories may suttice 

to axola1n a ~dieval writer's allegorical interpretation ot 

ry-th. For example, in U~ot.eon,n in Ovid's narrative, th 

hunter, Acta~on, 8~", ~b.e Roddess DiaDa standinR naked. S.D.e 

lasaea water on hi. face and ohanged htm into the bun 

a stag. His ,own hounds pursued and devoured him. Only th 

val the Goddes. of Ar~ow. Pleased.1OO On the other hend, del 

Vir~lio's lnterpretat10p Qf this same Ovldlan tale differ 

cODs1dereblYc 

97wlcksteed Ind Gardner, 22. oit., p. 315.
 

98~., P. )16.
 
99
 
~., p. 317.
 

lOvGreaory, ~. olt~, pp. 61-71.
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10 t , • ctt., p. 319. 

lO5.Gre • 271-2. 

1",., • 319. 3u1e lIa'f'!.AAtl • 
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that J)oet. ba o oon led ing 

in their 1t1n 00080010 10UB1Y replied: '0 t 

n Bootter 

• 
lnjuatioe ot men' 0 ,uno t 01 in l'l 

and added that only t~ led uld no rRl1' 

hereart 

p. xl. 

____ • XIV, 2, p. 18, 

r~•• C. O.RO .. 

13-G_~ n" p. -37. 
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"Genell0gl, IV, lv, • ,,2-53. 
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"~Gene.loSl, XIV.' 15,i p. 72. 
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CHAPTER II
 

THE ROLE OF THE CHURCB' IB THE DISSIMINATIO
 

OF aUSSICAL 

BT the titth oentury B. e., ChristianitY.had bec 

the established reli~lon throu~ou~ clvll1zed EUro~eJ by 

of the Catholio Churoh. It was a torce ot much 
< 

tluence on man's thou~ts•. hlD morals. and hi. Bctivitlea.14O 

The Greek and Latin Church Fathers created the MBa. of dOO­

trine upon which the medleYal theolo~1ans expanded and di­

reoted their labors.141 'DUring the twelfth and thirteenth 
I"

nturies, the celebration of the Masa in the churches bR­

came mor~ elaborate and symbolic, a symbolism whioh greatl 

impreese;d medi6 val man.142 tbrlstlanity W88 tounded upon a 

bas1c set of belieta. with the Blblo as proof. But 01 

Ramsn law olao had definIte rule. aDd pr1neiplea. and Chr1a­

tlonitT and Roman law had to learn to work to~ether.14 

.3llY:.!, p. 03. rd1n Crs! .) , !:!­

• Taylor, •• • __ u~... , II, p. 69 • 

142
Ib1d., p. 102.-
~•• p. 
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or~8n1z&t1on ot the C oh bee powerful an 

ttracted the moat ctuBl into 

lt rvl .. • 1 thoset 

ot an historic Th domlnant 

Christian 1ntluen or , .n" 
notlee8D~(l pro t Iar 11ter.turl 

or art, sino did thl 

Ohura etlon 1 .... ho 01 1nstruc­

ted, preaohed, wrot~, ty.14S 

Altho veral outstanding 

eular contrlbutl0 t lteratu n made. late in 

the ninth c r 1 , or ordered tr 

lated, into Anglo-Saxon ""'VA'P' A 1 orks of antlqui 

b1eh he lleved woul duoate h1s Bub­

jeotg, selected t rom ';110 fitth 

ooentury, 1t­

t, -.. __ .. 

'hioh•o 

venth century •• t 

erl'1 

Iso, one recall 

tll 

lngs of Gregory th 

Eeol 

t 

_ 

bout the 

telt 

probaolY the b 

ltt 

t.146 

lddle at the 

.nd Bedel. 

I 96 • 

456. 

.. \oI~t ••-, (I 

97-..,. 

144C!oott-J 

J.45Ib1d ., pp I 

14U1JAnnall, ~. ,ill·, P 
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goth oentury by an unknown author, was oopied by Borib 

round the year one thousarid.147 Althouah it desoribed a 

pagan lociet,., one notes the Dr8senc~ at numerous Chri.tian 

palsages which SU2Rest that the ear1b. was a cleric well 

aoquainted with ancient lltera~urv. 

For" several hundred year. tollow1n~ the tirth cen­

t , u~hor lect that loh they -aref'err r joyed 

he Old Testsmen d these tales allegori­

oally.148 Whil ories had no religl0 

igni.tlcanoe, th i ved that this material had 

eh inherent value becau.e Go inapired its oOmDosl­

tion. Authors 0 t eve t 1t these ancient Bibli­

oa1 atori oontU,LUIDU n .thioal mean , perhap 

pagan writings. h ral .i~lticanoe 

for the Christian ,y 01.ss1cal r 

re-told in Christian in~ern bich 

able to thoae who here It that all p lltera­

ture waB tmmoral.14 ot .11e~ory in th '.... +-m...nt 

or both the Sorlptur 11terature kept anoien 

h alive 10 a poria in of ••cular wrlt1n 

lauch 1111 (eda.), Old 

DU.Kar, !e! Cl~~~ ------0- ll!. 

• 219. 



- -

l~VCbristopher Dewlon, ked1evol Reli8ion ~ Otber 
t p. 109. 
l~._~. ~ .. 

, oP. 01 u." ~. 







163ua.t1ng ••ndelr, ~~~.~.~~v~v_ 2t Europe. I, 
• 32.... 

a all ., p. 225. 

lor, . ...,. 7.~~, 



a~eatty .8~abli.hed in the University ot Peris. D -

red. in the arts. medicine, civil law, cannon law, 

and ~heo~o«Y; and the study of Aristotle was a reQuired sub­

jeot tor the candidates for most degrees.16 

- dieval and Ohristian writings were ~or-

tant at this time, the majority of teaoher. and those eager 

tor knowled~e relied upon the lcarnina ot c188si08,167 whioh 

were used tor instruotion: tbus. they were not onlY ato 

houses ot knowledge tor ttieman ot the period, but they wer 

f inspiration to htm. 168 MedieTsl 

ized and appreoiated the ancients, and from them he deriv 

ense or disoipline and a prescription for authority in 

tters tOl' whioh he strove.c This influenoe ot authority 

oarried over into the controlled Mass ot the Church, which 

an reapec~ed. and 1oto the aY.mbolic ritual whioh so 

d him. He had • Drotound taith whioh largely derived 

from bis liI:reat respeot for controlled authorlty.169 Whll 

the Christian rell~ion had become. stronaly established during 

the Middle Aaes, ODe sUB~eot8 that 1f it had not accepted 

(eds.), 

• ...::.tI.I.. 

•• 15J. 

~., p. l~. 

1 • 326-327. 



the ela081cs as a f1ne example for te8eh1n~, both the I1terR ­

turo ond the Church probnbly would have su~rered. Bee8 

the two ass1m11sted the1r tundamental oonot1tuents, the 11.. ­

remalned sll'9's. Tbo ,r1g1dity and d1scipline whl0 

the c18881c8 revsaled at this time. were inoorPorated into 

the ritual of the Catholio Church.·'v Men was es"er to 

learn, and apparently wes certain that the classical literw ­

turo wee the BourCQ ~~ !-i ........ ~ ...... g +",-g... a..u..,,, .&.VU.bV •
 
,­

the ~ummer scbool to the highly special1 

courses 1n the un1ver8~t;eSj the text books whioh were used 

tten in Latin. If men ~8ntod the common education 

of B clerk, or if he desired t,o stUdy s particular subject, 

uoh Be mathematios, rhetor1~, or Istronomy, he studied rr 

Latin books. If he entered bl~er 1nstitutions ot leern1ng 

order to stUdT law. DhilosoDhv, or even theology, he in­

varlBD~y turned to the ,~8tin 018881cs. 171 Latin was uniV8 p 
-

11y studied by all persons of learning. It was the 1an­

ioh cut through time barriers ond thus wa. kept 

~V~~~DS or ~he heavy relianoe on the 01a8e1el,• 

f new and original writing was 8ooomp11snew. 

uoh materiel wes taken. lome literally copied, from the 

°Daweon, .22,'. 0 it." 'P. lOv. 

171 ~Taylor, ~. cit •• p. 13;1. 



~72" 1 1r8 g .. 2E.. ~., 

17.3Ker .. £2. £!i.... P .. 7,. 

174:a. J. Claytor.. ~ 'Soript ~ Print.. p. 43. 
175t. ....1steller,.Q.Ii. cit., p.-7.-
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1no leval seemed 1oular1y 1nterested 1 

• vDe of the chief 

ioh c18ss1 

t roy_ get-' 

r a1 the Tro~ 

tb1 urln 

the y 1412-1420 t 1 

01' Tr d tb(l fat roj • 

r wrltt 

• 7. 



OliAPTER IV 

CCRl 

l1so poet, trana-John Lydgate (1310-14S1), • 
responsible in hi or man)" 

narratlV&s.181 At a t 1n which 

•	 preference tor acoounta ot 

Dei Trojan., LYd~ate realized 

rojan War waa a particularly 

ve aenerally agreed that Troy ~ 

iah recounting or the events 

~r one to determine how Lydg8t~. 

, produced hi. version of th 

t observe the author I a utilizatio 

of uro..,. Lydgstels proloKUe t TroY' ~ i h.e at ing­

polnt tor suoh an ln t in it contalna his pro­

nounoements conoerning obl or rendering an older 

work into the Yernacular oblem that 1., 1n many waya, 

1 ard and ler, ~. oit., p. $92...........
 
1... , ,. • , p. 1 ah, · ill., P. 9. 



qu1te similar to the one ~ich Dante d180uased at Len 

,.~1II"lI ............ ~ 

• 

, vv~.i.t1llg of 384 11n~~. 

pens upon e ~rBQ1~lonO~ lnvocetion to the Gods, in whioh 

LYdgBte 8akH for assistanoe 1n his forthcomtnR labor 

, first. to Merato n • • • ce;myn he1~e in this aret. 

11 ref­
reDO 



6 

this youn r1ncre, LJ 

l' 
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o also expressed his preference tor the vernacular Italian 

over the Latin, because he felt that Latin could not ex-

OWld. to any but the let'tered, ,adding that Letin also could 

no't n. "1.D.t1m81;e" with those wno were D1'rlende ot the vulgar 

tonaue. u In the 'CassBite cited aboTe, LYdt::ate similarlY' 

tea that the vernaoul8r gu.rentees tbe Prince, and th 

reader, that they will not Ilmya" the "trouthe" of the storJ. 

t thta polnt 10 the Prolo~e. LYdRste pauses to liat 

1'8 'to De "lihe maJor protaeme conrro 

translator who ace 

ves, r1rst, that ancient author. were ~.nerally held to 

be truthful mena "For in her honde theY hilda tor 8 stat / 

0"troutbe only • • • • (1.52-1~3) Thi. eonoept ot 

poe:t coIncide! 'k11th th~ Arlstote1ian belief, 

lseus.ed e.rlie~, that the ooet vas one who was possessed 

ir't ror truth. MOr""uyg... , 

t that poets' have been the sole means ot 

uating truthl "For nc.r [eJwrlters, a1 wer out of 

, / Nat .tory on17jbut of nature and kynde / Th 

• • • • (1.59-161) 

extJres81n2 the dlV1ne 

- deal in tletlon 

(n story") and in .rlilctu.l"l.u~ter181 (noature and bnde") 8n 

1stence 0 

oh to the laoora or ~.st .~thors by whos~ efforts alan 

truth has been preservea. uext, be expla1no that the anoients 





• • • 

•• • • 
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ancient. bave told tbe tr~~b apout herol0 deeds whic 

otherwi8e would have dlmmed. (195-212) Consequently, h 

oonclude. that 18 the n ,. I.·" cor10u8 rlour / or 

• • • wu.~~ uas preaervea ~ru~D ~nroUt~OU~ the oen~uriea• 

(218-2l9) He shows tb~t ~be .neiente bad been occup1ed with 

he ato~y of the selge or Troy and oal1s attention to t 

lot that it i. still. fresh snd livelY tale: "For olerlq. 

an this atory 80 del)eYIlt, / Th~t 4eth nor age, by no maner 

ye, I Ttle trouttle may not malten ror too <leye _ II 

256-258). However, o~~ ob8~~.a that Lydgate 1a clao objen ­

t1ve in bis praise of tho anc!enta when be admit. that there 

re Bome autnors wno, ~~or~~ate~y, nave not always told 

the truth. For exampl~., p.e 8t~'te8 that Homer "liedn in 

pretending that the Goda helped the Greeks (259-275),
",-r" ,.­

he believes that ~bl. rB~81rylng.Qr tn. reeo 

t Homer, eonoludin~ that Homer had been blinded 

(282-285) Furthermore. he believes that 0 • • Ovide a180• 

poetyoally hatb cloayd / ~,~sbede with trouthe, bat 

n ennosed / To whichepsrte bet bei lIahel hem hol 

• • " •
II (299-301) But. he obeerv8a that Ovid was not th 

only Latin poet ever to m~ t~e Qualities of truth snd 

falaehood, because Vergi;!. rI_" ."' • wa. in party trewe or hi 

wrl tyug / r:.xsepte on17 thDt hym. 11at sea whyle / The trae,. 

rolwe at Omerls stile • n (306"308) Here, Lydgat 

lth Plato'a ~heorY thpt poets arg ~.w.~w~~ .u~, 



1 
USll , ~ • 01t • " )J.-


10... , • 01 • SJt 



74 
Lydgete 8180 oites Cornel~u8 or Athens a8 having made a true 

translation of the works ot,these two hi,tor1ans, but 

tels jUdgment, too brier, bavin~ omitted much 

that Lydgate thinks should have ~een inoluded. (317-352) 

Lydgate, theretore, turn~ to "Guydo or Columpna," a hlgnly 

noted author ot the pelt. 
~. 

Who had written about th , . 

nts, whlc 

It 1s Guido'. translation, then, upon whioh Lydgate vill rely 
. -''II' 

in makin~ hie own ~an81atlon or ~ne ~roy 1ogguy. 

The Prolo~e to Troy Book. theretore, reveals that 

tela purpose 1n transla~1n~ Guido'_ Lltin veraion into 

the Middle English vernaoular 18. firat. to co~ly with tb 

wiShes of Prince Henr,. and; ne1t, to give I. true an account 

of the ancient story II it 1s possible tor him to do. Hla 

prologue makes it olear that he has 8 high. respect tor truth. 

In atatina the probleJD8 whioh; oonrront • translator, he main­

that. altbou~ books tell truths about men end are th 

• • b~_enl~yne~~_py cr~t~e & ~Iden~e- ur 

p , 
(362-369) 

authors beTe been ... - - .. 

known to misrepresent it. Ho~.ver, Lydgate believes, in the
 

of the Troy .tOry. that Guido has act these otner
 

authors "J'i~t,tI and Guido. t~~r,etore, b.a. become the model
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• D 1n their lives. And he reitaratete • '. 

11otl:Ue'tha't ~ since bis book is • • • enJ.U1Illnaa W1.~n noII 

tloures / ot rathorllt, but with white and blak •• • "
 
(100-102), he is antloi'DatlnJl complaints and will humbl 

ocept emendatloDg. 

In the t>resont stud.Y~ a seleotion of eDt.odes i 

Troy Book enable one to oeserve LydJ;i:otels TJP8sentfJtlon of 

tour heroic ti~es trom cl'151oa~ ~l~erB~ure, name~y, Jason, 

rcules, Hector, and UlT9Bes, since their narratives ar 

resentative of Lydgatel.s approaoh to the problema ot 

ptlng legend and mytn intoMlddle English. The pr 

tiOD o~ theee tour chiractere are discusaed in LYdaat-' 

cnronolo.....Y. 

I 

he popular cla.aicit poem, The Quest ~ ~ GO~den 

ttonby Apol1onlus at Rhodes 1 

186cen1iurY B. C. It d~pl~t. ;Jas'on as the brave hero wb 

aptures the Golden Fleece, but,'here, Jason's characteriza­

tion i8 oontained in desoription. or his exo101ta rather tb 

n any specific not8tfon~ or chereoter by Apollonlus: i.v. , 

n 
• • • and here be ilmote them, and, there, / MOW1.n 

down I full many on baiii or'flunk d1d he amite • • • "187• 

U.JII.A..""'", • v1t., p. 117.-
7A1'Oohhn1'O Argonauts ~ 
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0, in this work one sees Jason through the eyes of MeduD, 

o	 loves himl "He spoke, and to hear him her soul was
 

"188
melted within her then •	 Ovid, a8 well, mention10 

Jason 88 the "bright Captain Jason, ft and bas Medea moved by 

ntl1i , his " iflltooratio air, 

Lydgate, on t other hanl.l., ­
arart an rt when 

ot n: wnen 80 h' m , 
/ t ot crerte behynde 

rY3t nou3t. (148-153) e sno that nature b 

ourtesY, wisen , 
n ude know '4 • • • " 

a~l , "bothe to 

oh so, tha t Lyd, 

orlvtion. tie ex­

ted tbat Jason 1 

n • • • thoru) pe land 

• • • • 
ft (162-164) aeon, no r, is immature and inno­

t, and L' te sh .hat J on loyally serves his uncle, 

n lleus," never disobeying or tng: hls duty_ He ls never 

111-t r , ... l ...b d holly in hls bande • • • ,"" 
nd he i8 alw oe-lovi	 • (165-177 ) 

I .....!£., p. I • 
I " ,2R.•. ill-, pp. 174-7..... 





~d~n~·~ -~ ~, 

text ot the extr 
und tin adltlon (1 , 

• 
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, 
pale, 
yn. 

begL lng of-R , t rl ot It tty' ett • • • 

oite • • • • " (811-623) s ••• 00 in-to Ytel11e, / 

d won t lond 1 ter h o 11vlus, 

" • • .. of who f ,n who founded 

rltalu. 29-834) , h glil!lh r .1'd 

" • • • t ojena stors and t G • as 

he1r .eJIU. 01:1.. • • • , he fall of oy 1"01' 

th g11 op1a ( tel b 

itain.
 

Lydgate, n , -~"''''''n8 to tl:le
 o~ J , h 

by e .. 
ngerrrom. t 

th Heroules land B'Vm.1Ilt ~n~'U. 'h r 

lea , d, rOCl, d 

lzes Jason's purl in: ason " • pst novtberone • • 
ntbou)t D.arme nor 10 , / Innooent • • • • (969-970) 

1'8 the word g .1J.mao.on's 8 or 

n •
J 

(1015-1021) 

Jason, t , re18Te t ohi eopl Dd, therein, 

L' t onstrot o pt ut ustlce, 

tb in L d to l' ce, " • • • 

or v ue r 1 • • • • II (102 ) 

191G1ynne W10KDRm -- -" ..-.an -Q 8 1300 !2. ~, 
Vol. II, part I, p. 32. 
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,em.bered. 

• in OD 
(573:'514) 

• .3 eke in P.lu • • • (576) 

bond. 
ke no 

ao 
mo .. 

o ,
• • (571-578) 

4. , brLuue. • • • ($84) 

5. .~ou3 oent.uris, OUI • • • (585) 

• teera 1 ou • • • (586) 

1. • A:oldene a ••• (590) 

ra equ••a, 
bare. (593-594) 

that 

oannot n all of th • • • passyua dedi 

iohe ben hi.torial • • • h b 18 his reader tv 

n. .. . . (596-591 ) 

3. 

• •• (591) 

• • • (592)And of Arona9. 

8. 

ten labor~1 

10. And 
t 

tar 

,i1edeth 

193 (trIO), .~.. ok I • 

III 
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7 

roja rOe lor1ou r1111ant Hektor­

( Ij 42)19. er t in th1. "",1'1;1'_. 

ova other 11: Henelao 

It .. • .. to tace 

(Book VI,,", ) !And c 

. . .. 11 r .. • .. .." (Book VI,,", 

129) In aU ot ttl , o~~~ur 18 desoribed 

II .. .. • tall or t .... ,ff and, 

Rflf't!renoe(tr. ) 
by boo 
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I 

IInde • • • • (2233) L~d8atej then, devotes one cbapt 

to Dares'. desoriptions ~t ~he Greek and Trojan heroes. 

this paS.8~e, be a.serts that Hector was the n •• 1'10• 

ot manhod •• • ,n courteous, ~ntle and wise. To 

_ aciousl. tc) h1.a enemies, be was a "lyon." 

(4800-483.3) When the Trojans were driven baok to TrV3, 

or. the "hardiest" or men n • • • ot WOr1)1.Dea was be 

lode-aterre • • • •" (8476) When the battlo. ~o~.u, 

• pe Trojan obamp1oun--Wor~1'Ector-- lt aasembled an" • • 
directed the Trojan torce•• (111.19-29) Lyd~ate eXDla1ns 

hat Hector had e..ery possible glft that nature could grant 

him--" •• • souereine excelLence, and gouernauno 

with prudence ••• (486-490) Heotor waB a180 stroD•" 
nd brave, and had killed maDY Greeks, and 1s repe.tedl 

o liS vonny .tiec.~or, 1ibe prudent manlY JCn1Q;n~ 1n 

the three montha' truce in the battlo, 

Lydgate ha 8 Hector :visit Achilles 0, Each man agre•• that ne 

~at eltmloate the other, because, Hector hal explain 

ruthfully that be could ·not love Aoh1l1.. slnce love spr1na. 

from	 1'riendship, and be k.!10WII tna't .. • • • verr 

hede •• (3896-.3906) When Hector is 81• •" 
able to wrlte mor 

of the tale becau.e " 0 • • mm hond bobe tremble and Quake, / 

•
no worthi Hector, only tor 1'1 I••ke ••• (5424-5425) In 

11 other ancient treatments ot Hector, theretore, on 
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ion of r 

nov,1:lar.",~·'" • o , like GUidO, 
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re human qualitIes ot the h~ro. Undoubtedly, 

the influence of Chri8tianity upon medieval thou~t 18 partly 

or the taot that a Middle Engli8h Buthor 80 

obviouslY stresses the values or k1ndneae and compassion tor 

iM. Lydgate also impressee onG a8 beln~ sincere in his 

t to present the idolized Greek and Homan nero 

noole, worthy characters. Above all. he confirms the oon­

viotion ot ancient phIlosophers and Greek and Raman writers 

hat truth 1s B virtue tor which man should atr1ve and which 

the written word should peroetuatg. 
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