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PREFACE

Shakespeare, as & dramatic artist, has produced plays

greater in performance history than The Life and Death of
John, King of England, However, the fact that, im 1591, en
anonymous author published in Quarte form the two parts of
& play entitled The Troublesome Raigne of Iohn, Eing of
Englan of which the construction of plet and introduction
of incidents and characters almost precisely parallel
Shakespeare's King John, is a matter of unique interest, An
additional point for observation is that Shakespeare's Eing
John has no established date for publication.

This intriguing information, suggested by Dr. Charles
E, Walton, led to this re-investigation of The Troublesome
Raigne, FParts I and 1I and Shakespeare's King John in en
effort to resolve the special problems presented, An
exhaustive research produced many conflicting theories of
sources and chronelogy. This thesis presents a textual com-
parison of the 1591 quarto text The Troublesome Ralgne of
Iohn, King of England, Parts I snd II with the 1623 First
Folio text of Shakespeare's The Life and Death of John, King
of England.

To Dr, Charles E, Walton, Department of English, Kansas
State Teachers College, Emporia, is extended grateful acknow-
ledgment for his scholarly suggestions and his enmergetic



assistance, Appreciation is also expressed to Dr, June
Morgan, Department of Snglish, for her effective criticism
and reading of the manuseript, Thankful recognition is also
given to the typist, Miss Mery Hemmant,

Kansas Stnto !'nehorl College Ge. E, B,

Emporia
August i?. 19&
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CEAPTER I

A SURVEY OF CRITICAL OPINION AND PACTS CONCERNING
THE TROUBLESOME RAIGNE

Shakespeare's The Life and Death of King Jobn and the
anonymous two-part play, Ihe Iroublesome Ralgne of Jobn,
King of England, owed their inception to & vital national
spirit. England had emerged the victor over Spain in the
defeat of the Armada in 1588, and scholars think that thease
dramas were initially performed by members of the Queen's
players sometime between 1589 and 1591, when religious pro-
blems were mounting in the mt;ion.1

In 1591, one quarte of a two-part play was printed,
bearing the following information on the title-page:

Zhe Troublesome Ralgne of Iohn, Eing of England, with

the discouerie of King Richard Cordelions Base sonne
(vulgarly named, the Sastard Fawconbridge): also the
death of King Iohn at Swinstead Abbey, As it was
(sundry times) publikely acted by the Queenes Malestiea
Players, in the honourable Citie of London, Imprinted
at London for Sampson Clarke, and are to be sold at hil
Shop, on the backe~side of the Royall Lxechange, 1591,

In the same year, a second part was also published, bearing
the following information on its title-page:

1
Arthur Acheson, Shakespeare's Lost Years in London
1586-1592, pp. 131-32,

27he Troubleseme Reigne of Iohn, King of England, Part I
title~-page. ’ R TS S
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s, and the puysning of King Iohn
st Bviutud Abbey, As 1t was (sundry times) pub-
likely acted by the Queenes Malesties Players, in
the honourable Citle of London, Imprinted at London
for Sampson Clarke, and are to be solde at his agep.
on the backe-side of the Royall Lxechange., 1591

The first quarto of The Troublesome faigne has the fixed
publication date, therefore, of 1591, but its date of com-

position is another matter, inasmuch as one recalls that
acting companies were usually not willing to release a
play for printing during the first year of its porrmo.u
Scholars agree; nevertheless, that The Troublesome Raigne
was written arcund the time of the defeat of the Spanish
Armada, probably between 1587 and 1.593..5

Later, a second quarto, bearing on ita title-page
the asoription, "Written by W, Sh,," was printed by Valentine
Simms for John Helme in 1611} Thomas Dewes, for whom a
third quarto was issued by Augustine Matthews imn 1622, beoldly
asserted on the title-page that its author was "W, Shnkupuro,"?

Ihe Iroublesome Raigne, Part LI, title-page.

- YR, A. Law, "On the Date of King John! SP, LIV (1957)
Ps .

Sli.r Es K4 Chambers, The Ellzabethan Stage, IV, p. 23.

6
Loe. glt.
7&“-" PP. 23~24.
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Scholars who think that this quarto was simply a reprinting
of the text of the 1611 edition, suggest that the phrase,
"By the Queenes Malesties Players," had been omitted from
printer's copy simply because the Queen had been dead for
nineteen you-:.a

Fleay was one of the first to bring together a mass
of details on the chronology and composition of some of
Shakespeare's plays. Since his time, The Troublesome Raigne
has been assigned by scholars teo various playwrights of the
period, among them the following: DMNarlowej Shakespearej}
Greene, Fesle, and Lodge working upon a Marlowan plot; and,
again, Shakespeare in collaboration with Willlsm Rowley.’
Fleay himself vacillated in "recognizing" the hand eof
Marlowe in the drama, although he noted that Marlowe was
named as the author in the catalogue of the British Museum,l0
Actually, the only actor-playwrights mentioned in the records
as belonging to the Queen's company at this time were Lodge,
Green, and Peele, and schelars have pointed out that the
only year in which all of these men were writing for this

S5, ®, Purness (ed.), Zhe Life and Desth of King John,

"Veriorum,"™ p., Lhé,

? Chambers, op. eit., p. 23.
.10
P, G, Fleay Chronicle H1i f the Life and
Work of Willism Shakespeare XX g ﬁ""i?; pa A



b
company was 1559.11 Nevertheless, evidence shows that Greene

was leaving the Queen's group in this same year, while Feele
was ocoupying Greene's place in this company. Marlowe was
also connected with the Admiral's and FPembroke's lien at this
time,l?

Most authorities sonsider the claim of Shakespeare's
suthorship of the play (in the 1611 and 1622 quartos) to be
false, the work of a printer with an eye for business who
was attempting to capitalize wpon the popularity which
Shakespeare's Eing John had onjqod.u Scholars argue that,
for the 1611 and 1622 quartos, the bookseller may have
avoided the words (on the title-page of the 1591 edition),
" ¢« « publikely . . + in the homourable Citie of London , .
« »" 50 as not to credit the play as Shakespeare's, because
the Blackfriars was, of course, a private house, and the
Globe wxas a public theatre located in Snthnrt.m Chambers
notes that Shakespeare's King John apparently was treated as

a play 1dentical to the anonymous The Troublesome m.ls

ros. sit.

1200, g1t.

13:.:-. op. git.y, Pe 120,
n‘?umu. R« 8ites P UhT.
lschmbon. op. elt., p. 24,
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Whether Shakespeare actually had a hand in the com=~
position of this play, therefore, remains a mystery and has
been a subject for much conjectural thought, For example,
White has suggested that Greene, Psele, and Marlowe wrote
the play with the help of Shakespeare, "their co-worker,"
who attempted to imitate their styles.'® Indeed, one thinks
that the contrasts in styles evident in The Troublesome
Raigne point to more than one author's having been involved
in its composition, Furnivall, in his "Forewords" to
Prastorius' facsimile of the play, states that ", . . the
man is no fool + « « ," sand concludes that ", . . the old
playwright made a very fair drama on the subjeet of his
time o o o "7

The history of King John had been a familiar story
to the English people for over half a century, mainly as a
result of the efforts of playwright Bishop John Bale of

Oasory in his play, Eynge Johan (1543). It ia difficult to

asoount for the facts surrounding Bale's play, hmnr.la

For example, scholars know that Eale wrote this drama in
two parts around mid-year, 1536, obviously defending the

16!!. G. White quoted in Furness, op. cit., p. 454

175, 3. Furnivall (ed.), "Forewords," The
Saimme of fohi, King 9f Eaelind, Fart il, p. TRevi:

mH. W, Greg (ed,), "Introduction," King Johan, p. xxiii,
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astions of King John,l? Bale, however, was having trouble
with the Pope in 1537, because he was forming a group of
actors in behalf of Lord Cromwell and performing plays that
supported the prineiples of the Rofomtiu.ao Sometime in
1538, Bale apparently decided to revise his two-part play
of Kynze Johan, making of it a single drama and incorporating
into it contemporary allusions to events and individuals; it
was this version of the play which he performed before the
Archbishop of Canterbury on January 2, 1539-21 When Cromwell
lest power, Bale went into exile, but during Hdward's reign,
he made a further revision of this same play. Bale went inte
exile, again, when Mary came to the throme, but upon his
return to England, he is once more discovered in the act of
revising Kynge Johan, in hopes of having it performed before
Elizabeth, the new monarch, in August, 1561, although one
finds no records to show that this performance ever took
’1...-22

Kynge Johan resembles the ancient English morality
drama with i1ts abstractions such ac ynglond vidua, nobelyte,

191’ . _Li_!o
20,

Log. clt.
2lpid,, p. xxiv.

22100, git.



ysurpid powr, sedyeyon, sivyll order, and clargy (Bale's
initial purpose in writing the drama had been to give sup-

port to the movement of the Reformation),®? Scholars have
decided that it probably cccuples an "imtermediate place”

in the rise of English drame, midway, perhaps, between the
morality play and the later historiecal drm.a‘ It 1is also
eonsidered to be the earliest English drcma to involve actual
personages of econtemperary significance, since Bale tock his
materials from the sccounts of the English shronicles.>> One
sees that Bale has adapted major events from the reign of
King John (e.g., the quarrel between John and Rome, the
trouble which this gquarrel brought upon Zngland, John's
eventual surrender to the Pope, and the notorious rumor
about his death by polisoning at Swinstead Abbey), and has
sulted these episodes to similar sets of circumstances which
had ocourred in the late years of the reign of Henry vI11,26
Perhaps, 1t is also pertinent to observe that Bale made use

235, p. Colller (ed.), "Introduction,” Eynge Johan
pe x111,

. 2., A, Ward, A History of English Drematic Lite ,
pe 107.

25?“...' (‘do)p Qh. m.' P ix} Gollier, ODe m.
p. xi11,

261’... B, Campbell, Shakespesre's Histories: Mirrors
of Lllzebethen Fellcy, pp. ﬁE-‘E‘?—ﬁ B




of a figure named the "interpretour,” consistent with the
ancient practice of the chorus and necessary to the develop~
ment of his plot, because the interpretour states the theme
of the drame at the end of the first scene, showing that it
invelves Bale's "mirrouring" of the problems between Henry,
the Pope, and the Catholics at home .27

There is no seene division in the play, other than
the obvious interruptions of entrances and exits Iin the
unfolding of the plet, However, scholars have noted that
Bale's arrangement of the play into two separate parts 1is
the first instance of its kind to be noted in English drama,
a practice which later became general when iLlizabethan
dramatists frequently worked with historical n-torhll.‘m
Bale, also, set one more precedent in writing this drama by
falling to observe the unities of time or phu.” His
poetry, furthermore, has ", . . little elevation and a
limited range of imagination, although i1t is morally severe
and violently polemie,"’°

27&&0. PP 128-29,
280011101‘, oP. m-. Pe xiv.

291p1d., p. xv.
301p1a,, p. xvi.



Although the author of The Iroublesome Ralgne must
have known of Bale's Kyngze Johan, he apparently did not make

use of this play, but, instead, took his materials from
Holinshed's Chronicles, distorting the chronology of his source,
however.>' Indeed, scholars have concluded that he followed
a variety of accounts in the older chroniclers of the time
of King John.32 converting these pross records into scenes
written in ", . . sustained but very rough blank verse with
rare occasional diversions," 3

The pleot of the twe parts of The Iroublesome Ralgne
is based, therefore, upon the reign of John (1199-1216),
who had succeeded his brother, Richard I, Coeur de Lionm,
according to the contents of a will discovered after the
latter's death, although Richard had actually named hias
nephew, Arthur, as his successor in 1190, John's title had
been further strengthened by "amn election of the nobles,"
reminding one that the action in the play ocours in a time
before the law of hereditary succession had been established,

3gampbell, . 8ifies PP 13233,
Ja,\lrl.ll. op. git.s Pe W65,
33108, sit. '

g, u, Topicsl Indes to Booklovers Edition
of Munn::.-o;?'ﬂg ! - h
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The allusion to John's having been poisoned by 2 monk is not
found in any of the histories of the periecd, but, one notes,
it is mentioned slightly in Holinshed's account of John's
congcern with the Dauphin of France, a source which will be
8lluded to in detail in a later portion of this study; hence,
it is important that one reproduce Holinshed's description
of the episode:

» » «» thus the countrie being wasted on each hand,
the king hasted forward till he came to Wellestreme
sands, where pass the Washes he lost a great part
of his armie, with and scarriages, so that it
was jud to be a punisiment appointed by God, that
the spo which had beene gotten and Staken out of
churches, abbeies, and other religlous houses, should
perish and be lost by such means togither with the
spollers, Yet the king himselfe, and a few others,
sscaped the violence of the waters, by fellowing a
good guide, But as some have written, he toocke such
fe for the losse susteined at this passage, that
diatlie there vpen he fell into an ague, the

force and heat whereeof, together with his immoderate
feeding on rawe peaches, and drinking of new sider,
80 increased his sicknesse, that he was not able to
ride, but was faine to be carried in a litter ., . .
the disease still so »r and grew vpon him, that

o « through anguish of mind, rether than through
roru of sicknesse, he upu-tu this 1ife , ,
There be which have written, that after he had lost
his armie, he came to the abbeie of Swineshead in
Lincolnshire . « « a moonke , , o Peing moued with
sele for the oppression of his countrie, gave the
king poison in a cup of ale, whereof he first tooke
assale, to cause the king not to suspect the matter g
and so they both died in manner at one time , , . -3

ea 35mu¢ in E, A, J, Honigmenn (ed.), King John,
Pe .
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Since the plots of the two parts of The Troublesome
Raigne are of much importance to the textual study te fellow,
the summary of action presented hereafter is detalled:

Rart 1

i. Attended by the English lords and supported by
his mother, Queen Elianer, King John takes the throne of his
brother, Richard Coeur-de-Lion., The French ambassador,
Ohattilion, has been sent to King John by Philip of France
to demand the kingdom of England and all of its domains in
the name of John's nephew, Arthur of Bretalgne, John's
refusal to yield the orown leads to a declaration of war
in which he warns Chatillion that the English Army will be
in France as soon as he, John listens to the contention of
the explanation of the rights of twe brothers te Faulcon-
bridge's estate and discovers that Philip Faulconbridge is
the bastard son of Richard Coeur-de-Lion, He dubs the
bastard, Sir Richard Plantegenet, acknowledging him as a
member of the royal family, and then prepares to sall for
France,

i1, Meanwhile, in France, King Philip, his son Lewls,
Limoges, the Duke of Austria responsible for Coeur~de-Lion's
death, Constance, and her son, Arthur, approach Anglers, an
English possession, to test Arthur's claim teo the throne,
Chatillion arrives with John's sounter declaration of war,
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elosely followed by KEing John and his army. John and Philip
gontest each other's right to claim the loyalty of the olti-
sens of Angiers, who have refused to ascept either until the
rightful King of England is made known, Queen Elinor and
Censtance have an exchange of invectivesj the Bastard and
Limoges exchange tauntsj and King John and King Philip chal-
lenge each other to battle.

111, The Bastard chases Limoges, who drops the lion's
skin he had previously taken from the corpse of Richard, The
Bastard, then, gives up the pursuilt teo retrieve his patrimony.

ive After watehing the battle between the English and
French armies, the citisens of Anglers requeat a parley with
John and Philip, who, in turn, both demand that the town yleld,
The Bastard presents the lion skin to Blanoche, the daughter
of the King of Spain and niece to King John, He also advises
the two kings to unite their forces, beat down the walls of
Anglers, and fight out thelir claims, The conflicting claims
to the English throne are shamefully settled, not by combat,
but by the bartering of Blanche in a marriage to Philip's son,
Lewis, the Dauphin of France, along with a dowry of the French
provinces, and a sum of money., Constance bewalls the perjury
of King Philip and the abandoned cause of Arthur,

ve On the wedding day of Blanche and Lewis, the
Bastard ecraves a boon=-te be made a duke equal in rank to
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Austria, so that they may combat to the death, Limoges

refuses to fight, Pandulph, legate te the Pope, challenges
Eing John's right to annul the election by the Pope of
Stephen Langton as the Archbishop of Canterbury, John,
however, defies the Pope, declaring himself Supreme Head
over both the spiritual and temporal state in England, As
a result, Pandulph excommunicates King John and promises to
absolve any man from sin who will murder the King., He also
incites King Philip to resume his war against John and
aoquits Philip of his ocath of peace with England, The
battle between the English and French armies is, thereafter,
renewed,

vi. The Bastard pursues Austris sand kills him to
revenge King Richard's death,

vii, Queen Elinor is taken prisoner by the French,
John rallies his men and swears to lose his life or set
his mother free.

viii, A fierce battle ensues in which Elinor 1s
rescued, and Arthur is taken prisconer by King Jcha,

ix, Vietorious John is challenged by Arthur who
decrees that might, not right, has prevalled, Arthur reas-
serts his rights to the title, King of England., John scnfines
Arthur as prisoner and delivers him to Hubert de Burgh, sug-
gesting that Arthur's death also would make the orown safe,
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The Bastard is sent to England to ransack the abbeys, clois-

ters, and priories for money with which to maintein the
English armies,

xz, Constance upbraids Philip and Lewes for permitting
the capture of Arthur and prophesies her own death, PFPandulph
advises Lewls to leave John alone with Arthur, since his
{Lewis's) title is the closest (through Blanche) to the
English throne, and promises help to come from the church
at Rome,

xi, Philip, then ransacks the abbeys, demands ran-
soms, and takes Peter of Pomfot a prisoner for having
deluded the people with false prophecies,

xii, Hubert de Burgh attempts to ecarry out King John's
orders to burn out the eyes of Arthur, but Arthur persuades
Hubert to spare him, Hubert, then, departs to tell the King
that Arthur 1s dead,

xiil, King John insists (against the counsel of his
lords) upon & second coronation, The Bastard returns to the
court with the wealth which he has garnered from the churches
and tells John about Feter of Pomfret and his prophecies,

The nobles return and erown John, again, as he commandedj
then they ask & boon, which John grants: i.e,., the release
of Arthur, John agrees, At this moment, the Bastard
observes five moons which have suddenly appeared in th~
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heavens, Peter of Fomfret is brought before the king to
interpret the miracle. He explains that the heavens repre-
sont Rome with the Pope as supreme head, Four of the moons
represent the four provinces that stand in fear of the Pope,
The smallest moon which whirls about the eothers is Alblon
(England), that scorns the will of the Pepe, Then, Peter
predicts that before Ascension Day at noon, John will lose his
erown, estate, and royal dignity., John, then, decides that
Arthur must die and tells his barons that he is reecalling his
pardon, Hubert enters and claims that Arthur has died, as the
result of the burning of his eyes, The nobles immediately
desert John, who turns in wrath upom Hubert because he has
earried out his orders, Hubert relents and tells King John
the truth that Arthur lives, and 1s sent after the nobles to
eall them back,

Part 11:
i. Arthur dles in his attempted escape by leaping

from the castle wall, and his body is discovered by the
deserting lords, who believe Arthur has been murdered at
John's commsnd, Hubert arrives to tell the nobles that
Arthur lives, but is confronted with the nobles at the

scene of Arthur's death, The nobles, then, deecide to invite
the Dauphin Lewis to invade England and e¢laim the throne,
They agree to go to St, Edmunds Bury on the tenth of April,
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Then, they carry away Arthur's body.

i1, Hubert reports to King Johm that Arthur is desad,
The king orders the execution of Peter the Preophet, since
he can ses no reason now for forfeliting his erown, After
the execution, the Bastard tells King John that the nobles
have elected Lewis their king and have asked the Bastard to
Join them, John ordaras Fauleconbridge to meet with the
barons to plead his (John's) ecause, Since Queen Elinor is
alsc dead, John has no comfort in his distress, He decides
to dissemble with Pandulph, the Pope's legate, The French
fleet approaches the shores of England, and John agrees to
surrender his orown to the Fope in return for papal help in
repulsing Lewis,

111, Dressed in cloaks of holy pilgrimage, the
English nobles meet at St, Edwmunds Bury and agree to espouse
the cause of Lewls and make him King of England in John's
place, PFaulconbridge tries to persuade them that 1t 1s wrong
to depose God's anointed king, He denounces them as traitors,
and returns to the serviee of King John, Lewis arrives, and
the English lords swear to him an oath of allegiance to fight
against their own King and countrymen, Lewis takes his oath
to love them all, After the English withdraw, Lewils tells
his men that, as soon as he is completely viectorious, he will
have all of the English traltors put to death, because death
is to be their reward for treason,
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iv. Pandulph returns the crown to King John to hold
a8 tenant of the Pope, Lewis, with the French nobles and the
English traltors, arrives and chides Fandulph for being leagued
with John, Pandulph orders Lewlis to return to France. The
Bastard pleads with the English barons to forsake Lewls and
return their allegiance King Jolm, Salsbury reiterates the
nobles' ocath of alleglance to Lewis. FPandulph excommunicates
Lewis and the peers and declares them traltors to King John
and to the Pope, The Bastard wants John to answer Lewls in
honorable battle.

ve The English and the French foreces fight--John's
deserted nobles supporting the French, Lord Meloun, a
Frenchman, is fatally wounded and wishes to make his con-
fession befors he dies, He tells Salsbury and his friends
that Lewis swore an oath on the altar at St, Edmunds Bury to
behead every Englisiman whe had been treacherous to King
John, as scon &8s Lewis was completely vietorious, Meloun
counsels the English to submit themselves to John and to
#xpel the French from their native land, After Meloun's
death, the contrite Lords decide to seek thelr King and
kneel to him for pardon,

vi. The rumor that King John has deserted the battle-
field causes the English army to retreat, closely followed
by the French, The next morning, when the scattered troops
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gather and try to ocross the Lincoln Washes, the returning
tide swallows up the men, horses, and carriages with much
of the wealth and plunder of Eing John, The king is sick
with a fever and, unsble to ride, 1s being carried by his
- men, They take him to an abbey where the Abbot greets him,
| A meal is prepared for the king, and Manet, the monk, plans
to poison John, The Abbet calls the monk, Thomas, and
absolves him of all sin, because the death of John will be
considered as a good deed by the Pepe and the Church,

vii, Lord Meloun's death and the triumphant resis-
tance of Dover Castle are the only bars to a glorious
victory for Lewis in England, Then, Lewis learns of the
defection of the English nobles from his causej at the same
time, he hears of the destruction of the Freneh fleet on
Goodwin Sands, But the news of the loss of the English at
the Lincoln Washes bolsters Lewis's ego, and he proclaims
bimsell King of England,

viii, At Bwinsted Abbey, the Friers lay the cloth in
the orchard for King John's food, A monk brings King John

a2 cup of wine and actes as taster to reassure the king, The
monk dies scon after King John has finished the drink, The
poison, then, begins to work on John, The barons with
Pandulph and Prince Henry arrive before John's death, John
is unable to spesk, but he 1lifts his hand in token of fore
glveness to his barons and as an acknowledgement of his



CEAPTER II
PACTS AND THEORIES RELATED TO SHAKESPEARE'S KING JOEN

The text of Shakespeare's King John was first printed
in the 1623 Follio, where it is preceded by The Winter's Tale
and followed by the histories.3? Bessuse The Troublesome
Raigne had been printed in 1611 and 1622 as one of
Shakespeare's plays, scholars are prone te think that Heminge
and Condell, the editors of the 1623 Folio, may have thought
it wnnecessary to have entered King John in the Stationers'
Register, assuming that the initial 1591 entry for the snen-
ymous play was adequate guarantee for their Folio mﬂ.n.”
At any rate, one finds no entry for Shakespeare's King John
at the time of the printing of the Felle.

Shakeapeare's history plays, conserned with the
eareers of six English kings, are the " . . . studies of
weak kings . » . and strong kings,">? of whom John 1s the
"royal eriminal,"40 Scholars, however, are not certaim about

37jon wunre, The London Shakespesre, III, p. 667,

38garain craig (ed.), The Complete Works of

Shakespeare, p. 339. -

”". J. Rolfe (ed.) 's History of the Life
a0d 2008 of Bize Fume 9+ TL0 RSAIE-A

0 s, sit.
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the exaet location of this drema within the shrenolegy of
Shakespeare's u-mm.u Craig thinks it has = "umiformity
and dignity of style” whish plasces it asbove the work of 2 and
3 Benry Y1, but at the same time motes that it has an "un-
doubted stiffness and formality thet indicate an early date
of cqultl-.u and oconcludes that "it 1s somewhat archaie
in style and surprisingly mature in thought snd seems, on
the whole, to be an early play’™® Nest seholars think 1%
is the fivst play of its kind which Shakespeare may bave
MMulmuMMh'lnl.u

On the other hand, 1t is agreed that Zhe Zroublssome
Baigne 1s the main source feor King John, in spite of the
fact thet there is evidence to show that Shakespeare alse
eonsulted other works, im particular, four.'® Por example,
it is sccepted that he made use of certain historical details
found im Holinshed's Qhronicles, &s had the author of The
m-m-,.“ Furthermore, he is known to have

¥lp, 8. Soss, Shakespears and His Eredecessers, p. 238,
425ardtn Cretg, An Interpretetion sf Shekespesrs, p. 83.
mn pp. 82-83.

by rehette Chute, Shakespeare of Lomdem, p. 171.

455, A, J. Hemt od.
’.n.l Honigmann (ed.), Ihe Life sod Death of King

m.; PP« xildl,



made adsptations from John Foxe's Astes and Monuments (1583)
in IV.11,1044-4S) Vol,l-h3 and V,vi,29-30.47 4t the same time
there 1s no doubt about his use of Matthew Paris's Hisgtorig
Major (1571) in V.vi.39-hh and vi,61-64.5% Ana rinally, the

Latin M5, Wakefleld Chronigle is considered, at least by
Honigmann, to be the only souree from which Shakespeare could

have learned that " , . ., Queen Eleanor died on the first of
April . . » ."u It is necessary, therefore, that one first
should become acquainted with the basie plot of gm-mnro'l

Eing John:

I, After the death of Rischard Cosur~de-Lion, the
throne of England is seized by his brother John frem
the feeble grasp of their nephew Arthur, the right-
ful heir, King Philip of France supports the ims
of Arthur, and menaces Lngland with warj whereupon
King John plans an invasion of France, and chooses

as one of his generals a natural son of Coeur-de-Lioen,
whom he ereates Sir Richard Plantagenet,

II, The English troops encounter the French forces
before the city of Anglers--an English possession,
which; however, refuses to open its gates to either
king till the succession of the English throne be de~
termined upon, The two soverigns fighte battle with-
out decisive result, and afterwards propose a treaty
of peace, A niece of Johm is given in marriage to the
French Dauphin, The treaty results in an acquisition
of ish territory on the part of Philip, who is
thereby disaffected to the scause of Arthur,

I1I, King Jobn refuses to bow to the authority of
the Pope, and the latter excommunicates him, The
papal legate incites Philip %o break the treaty, War

h" TERY D xivexv,

Yroe. sit.
hsm.. P« XVii,



is resumed, The French are defeated in a general
engagement, snd Arthur is taken prisoner by his

unele, who gives secoret orders that he be put to
death,

i1V, Upon the return of John to England, Hubert, a
courtier, is instructed to burn out Arthur's eyes;

but the young prince's entreaties so soften Hubert's
heart that he ventures to disobey the eruel mandate,
Soon after Arthur attempts to escape from the castle
where he is confined, by leaping from the battlements,
The leap kills him, and his mangled body is found by
some discontented nobles, They believe him to have
been murdered by the Kings' command, and are confirmed
in their purpose of deserting Johm and Joining their
strength with that of the Dauphin, who, armed with
;apal approval, is invading England,

e The timid heart of John ylelds st this svidence
of the Pope's wrath and power, He surrenders his
suthority to the papal legate, thinking thus to arrest
the French invasion, But the Dauphin, wrged by suec-
cesses and claiming the English throne through his
wife, continues to press forward, The English troops
are mustered by Plan met, who valliantly battles
with the French., The issue of the fray remains in
doubt, each side having met with severe losses through
uuiio and natural cauvses, The English nobles who
had joined with the Dauphin now desert him, and he
is dlsposed to terms of peace, which are willingly
listened teo by the enfeebled inglish, During the
batt.z John has been removed in a state of illness
to an abbey, where he is poiscned by a monk, Upcgo
his death, his son Henry III, aseends the throne,

In the tradition, then, already established in the Chronicles,

King John is presented as an early proponent of social,

religious freedom, although in the play, Shakespeare does not

50quoted in Booklevers Editien of Shakespeare's
mm PPe 6=T.
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depict him as a great "Christian warrior" or hn.sl It

43 thought that John's inhuman treatment of Arthur causes
Shakespeare in his drama to develop the figure of the

Bastard Falconbridge to perpetuate the spirit and courage

of Richard Coeur de Lion in the minds of Englishmen at a

time when humiliation had become ﬂomoringosz Historiecally,

however, 1t is obvious that the play is not accurate, for
Shakespeare

¢« s « invented both characters and incldents , . .

transposed soenes , . . shortened events and variled

the sequences and schronclogyj but the message of

this torical play was accepted in a time of 53

national erisis as historica true in a mord sense,
Historical studies of this play reveal that many discrepan-
cles exist betwesen Shakespeare's handling of dramatic in-
cidents and the actual events th-nlvu.sl" Nevertheless,
the basls for the claim of Shakespeare's direct use of The
Iroublesome Raigne is contained inm the faet that he makes
his characters tell about some of the incldents scted upon

the stage in the anonymous playj for example, the attempts

510.-».11. op. eit., p. 1673 also, Feter Alexander,
Shakespeare's Life and Art, p. 85.

2100, git. |
531, B, Wright, Shakespesre for Lveryman, pp. 46-i7.
Sb1p1da,, p. 158,



25
by Faloonbridge to destroy the churchesj the imprisonment of
Peter of Pomfret; the reported poisoning of John at Swinstead
Abbey) the resultant death of the monk who is thought to be
the poiscner; Falconbridge's attack upen the Abbot} and,
finally, the many solilogquies assigned to Faleconbridge in

ZIhe Troublesome m.ss Scholars, on the other hand, have
noted that King John differs from the anomymous play in

eight instances, each variant concerning a politicel theme,
suggesting that Shakespeare was consclously attempting to
make his play more topiecal and, thus, more sulted to 1ts
- time of ce-puiucn.“ Simpson argues that, in these eight
instances, Shakespeare has deviasted from the order of The
Iroublesome Raigne, only in some few particulars in order
to correct his "history"™ to asccord with the Chronicles,
showing that " , , . his departures from history were re-
talned with‘rull knowledge and .‘mtontin.'” Simpson calls
attention teo the following pointss (1) John, the favorite
of Queen Elinor, is told that he must rely upon "strong
possession,™ not upon his "right" to the thromej (2) Queen
‘ Elinoy confides in Constance that she can bring to light a

sslol.fo. op. MDD.PO 36,
561b1d., ppe 37-38.
5Tquoted in Furness, (ed.), op. sit., p. 612,
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will that will prevent Arthur from gaining the titlej (3)
Shakespeare played loosely with histeriecal facts in order te
"pefine” the charscters of both Arthur and Constanecej (L) by
exaggerating the value of the dowry given to Blanche,
Shakespeare emphasized the loss of John's French possessionsj)
(5) the sceres in which John encourages Hubert to undertake
the murder of Arthur were invented by Shakespeare; (6)
Shakespeare reduced John's four wars to two for dramatic ef-
feot; the first encompassing Arthur's lack of religlous
support in his e¢laim to the titlej; the second, the result
of Arthurts death, invelving the motive of revenge, to which
Shakespeare added the account of John's m-nniutiunsa
(7) Pandulph's suggesting that Lewis should leave Arthur alone
with John until Lewis could take advantage by intervening in
the matter; and (8) the baron's new pledge of alleglance
occurs after Melun's confession of Lewis's treachery, It
becomes obvious, therefore, that these cases in which
Shakespeare has deviated from the facts of the period have
each been invested with pelitical allusions to contemporary

53Lgi. ,P. Simpson elaims that ", , , this is
unhistorical, Neo iEnglish lord interfered in behalf of Arthur,
whose death ralsed no commotion in England, and was long
passed and forgotten before the controversy with the FPope
about Langton begen, The confederscy between the barons and
Lewis was ten {urn after Arthur's death, with which it had
nothing to do.
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~ svents or to circumstances which helped shape these contem-
porary lfflbl.59 For example, while comeerning himself
with the problem of John's title to the throne, Shakespeare
was actually alluding to Elizeabeth's title, kmowing that it
was & timely subject and of much national interest, because
Elizabeth's father, Henry VITI, and her brother, Bdward VI,
were the only English sovereigns since the time of Richard II
whose titles had gone -ulputod.“ The characters of
Arthur and Constance, as well, have been shown to suggest
parallels to Catharine of Aragon and M.(.IMMW,

some scholars think that John's loss of England's holdings

in France was Shakespeare's allusion to the loss of Calais
by the advisors of El!.nbct\h.“ Warburton and Maleone have
also considered the episode involving Jobn and RHubert " , , ,
to be a velled attempt" to ease the consclence of Llizabeth
by blaming Secretary Davison for the death of Mary, Queen of
Samu.'f’3 In addition, John's two wars have been seen as
parallels to the troubles of Enu\nth.a‘ Investigations of

59L00. sit.
60, 0e. oit.
100, sit.
“mg-. Pe 613,

» 1d., pps 323-24.
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the historical facts contained in King John, therefore,
glearly point out that Shakespeare selected his material
with little concern for historiecal aceuraey, but with much
ecare for its inherent dremaetic velues, While it is, no
doubt, interesting and, perhaps, rewarding te speculate
about Shakespeare's purpose in alluding to controversial
econtemporary events in this drema, the fact still remains
that his source for King Jobn was the anonymous The Trouble-
gome Raigne, an older play writtem in two parts. A textual
study of these plays should enable one to comprehend
Shakespeare's early method of adapting source materials and
show how he has rewritten the older play, almost line by
line, how he has relocated its emphasis and greatly enhanced
its characterizations,



CHAPTER III

A COMPARISON OF THE TROUBLESOME RAIGNE
WITH SHAKESPEARE'S KING JOHN

Most recent scholars agree that the anonymous play

of The Troublesoms Raigne of Iohn, King of England is the
main source for Shavesposre's The Life and Death of King
dohn. For convenlence in the following exposition, the
titles, Iroublescme Raigne and King John will be used,
respectively, to refer to these two drames in the ensuing
comparison, The two plays show a remarkable relationship

or similarity in the intreoduction of charscters and in the
construction of the pleot, The main incidents are parallel
in each: (4,0.) John usurps the throme of Englandj Arthur
elaims the crown through rights of primo-geniturej Queen
Elinor supports her son, John, in his possession of powerj;
King Philip of France initiates a war with John in support
of Arthur's rightj Arthur's mother, Constance, dessires title
for her son which would assure her of great powerj Philip
Fauloconbridge, Bastard son of Richard Coeur-de-Lion, becomes
the hero of national unity and loyalty to the Kingj Lewis,
the Dauphin of France, successfully invades England;
Salisbury and Pembroke, representative nobles of England,
become aware of the tragedy of treason; Legates of the Pope
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exploit whatever character or prineiple will best serve the
Pope and the Churehj Hubert de Burgh encounters an impos-
sible situation in trying to carry out commands and counter-
commandsi and Limoges, or Austria, the braggart, becomes the

ultimate loser in plucking ". . . dead Lyons by the beard .
w65

s » ®
The first eighteen lines of the Iroublesome Raigne
introduse and establish the lti-on‘ character of Queen Elinor

and the weak, but aspiring, character of King John:

g-mm
of England, and ny noble Lordsj

Though God and Feortune have bereft us
Vietorious Richard Scourge of Infidels,

And clad this Land in stole of dismall hieug
Yot give me leaue to 1oy, and ioy you all,
That from this wombe hath asprung a second hope
A King that may in rule and vertus both
Succeede his brether in his Emperie.

M My greaclous mother Queene, and Barons allj
unworthie of seo high a place,
As 1s the Throne of mightie ds Kingj

Yet Iohn your Lord, sontented uncontent,
Will (as may) sustaine the heavie yoke
Of pressing cares, that hang upon a Crowne,
My Lord of Pembrooke and Lord Salsbury,
Admit the Lord Shattilion to our presencej}
That we know what Philip King of Fraunece
(By his assadors) requires of us,
(2-1.1.1-18)

Shakespeare begins King John with greetings teo

Chattillion. The parallels in King John and The Iroublesome
Ralgne start here-«the ul; point of difference being that

65shaxespeare, King John, I.11.146,
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Shakespeare introduces the words, borrowed Malesty, and
Lesurpingly, which state the situation within the speeches
of the charscters:

Eing Jobn Ihe Iroublesome Ralgue, hn;l
Lil.lohn. Now say Chatil- Iohn, My Lerd Chattilion,
lion, what would France welcome into England:
with va? How faeres our Brother Philip
Chat.Thus (aftergreeting) King of France?
speakes the King of France, oHis Hignes at my com-
In my bshavior to the ming was in health,
Malesty, And wild me to salute
The borrowed Malesty of your Maiestie,
here, And say the message he hath
ﬁgg. F ® begin- given me in charge,
i borrowed Maleaty)} Iohn. And spare not man, we

are preparde to hesre,

(IR.1,23-28)
By permitting Elinor to speak out, Shakespeare emphasizes

(EdoIa1,1e5)

the Queen's influence upon John, OChatillion's answer in
both plays represents the first exact phrasing in both works,
beginning with Ireland:

93!*- Philip of France, in Chatt.Philip by the grace of Ged
right and true behalf moat Christian K,
Of thy deceased brother, of France, hauing taken into his
Geffreys somne, guardian and protection Ar-
Arthur Plem taginit, laies thur Duke of Brittaine, son &
most lawful elaim heire to Ieffrey thine elder
To this faire Iland and brother, requireth in the behalfe
the Territories: of the sald Arthur, the Kingdom
To Ireland, Poyotiers, of England, with the Lordship eof
Aniowe, Tnnﬁo.num, Ireland, Poiter, Aniow,
Desiring thes to lay aside Torain, Maint and I attend thine
the sword aunswere,
Which sways vswrpingly these (ZR.1.29-34)
seusrall titles,
And put the same into yong
Arthurs hand,
Thy Nephew, and right royall
Soueraigne,

(E.I.i.?-IS)
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In King John, Shakespeare compresses John's reply, thus
quickening the movement in the dialogue:

I What followes if we A small requestt .
B Ien of taiel  Lum =

Chat.The proud controle of I wonder ;h;i.h. meanes to

fierce and bl warre, leaue for me.
To inforce these rights, so Tell Philip, he may keepe his
foreibly witheheld, Lords at home,
E.lo.Heere haus we war for With greater honour than to
war & bloud for bloud, send them thus
Controlement for controle=- On embassades that not concerne
ment: so answer CE, himselfe,
Chat.Then take my Kings de- Or if they did, would yeeld but
fiance from my mouth, small returne,
The farthest limit of my «I8 this thine answere?
LZmbassie. oIt 18, and too good an ans-
E,lohn,Bear mine to him ., . , . wer for so proud s message.

(EJoT0.1,16-23) Chat.Then K of England, in
my Masters name,
And in Prince Arthur Duke of
Britaines name,
I doo defie thee as an EZnemle,
And wish thee to prepare for
bloodie warres,
(IR.1.35-48)

Shakespeare deviates from historical and secientific fact in
John's warning to Chattillion, and anachronistically initiates
the "thunder of cammnon,™ more than a century before the inven-
tion of gunpowder. Here; also, in Shakespeare appears the
first indication of John's harrassment of the abbeys:



«What now my sonne
ue i not euer uia
How that ambitious Constance
R
11 s k e e
and all the world,
Vpon the right end party of
ber sonmne,
This might haue beene pre-
. vented and made whole .
With very easie u{mntc o
oue,
Which now the mannage of two
kingdomes must
With fearefull bloudy issue
arbitrate,
K,Iohn,0ur strong possession
and our right for vs.
Eli,Your strong possession

33
Sekll.Dare h‘ my hand that

can gesse
Whereto this weightle Embassade
doth tend:s
If of my Nephew Arthur and his
elaime,
Then say my Sonne 1 haue not
mist my aime,
L] L] “ -
My Lord (that stands upon
defiance thus)
Commend me to my :gh:', tell
That I Queene Elianor (
Grandmother)
Upon my blessing charge him
leaue his Armes
Whereto his head-strong Mother
pricks him so:

much more than your right,Her pride we know, and know her

Or else it must go wrong with

you and me,
S0 much my conscience whisp=-
pers in my eare,
Which none but heauen, and
you, and I, nuﬂ.

(H.I . 1-31"143)

for a Dame
That will not sticke to bring
him to his ende,
So she may bring her selfe to
rule a Realme,

heare, Next with him to forsake the

King of Fraunce,
And come to me and to his
Unele here,
And he shall want for nothing
at our hands,
thﬁ&.!hil shall I doo ., . »

c1.19-22
= 49-60)

Next, in King John, Shakespeare's plot and dlalogue show a

slight variation from that of The Iroublesome Raigne in his
having given one of Salisbury's speeches to Lssex, at the
beginning of the Faulconbridge inecident:



Egsex.,My Liege, here is the
strangest controuversie
Come from the Country to be
Judg'd by you
That ere I heard: shall I
produce the men?

E, Iohn.Let them approach:
- » L] s
What men are you?

(EJoTodolih-47
s
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mg:uo it your Malestie,
is the Shrive of
Northhamptonshire, with serteine
persons that of late com-
mitted a riot, and hauve appeald
to your Maiestie beseeching
your Highnes for speclall cause
to heare them.
Wil them come neere, . . .
“ h.“ 'h .‘“." . & =23

L ] L] . ®
Sey Shrieve, what are these men,
what have they done?
Or whereto tends the courte of

thi 17
(T80 1,066-70
73, 7h

Salisbury's speech in The Troublesome Raigne seems slower
in comparison to the Essex speech in King John. Hardin
Craig has applied the term, "archale", to the language of

The Troublesome Ralgne, and this characteristic becomes
more apparent as the controversy continues between the

Faulconbridge brothers,

Shakespeare's dialogue in this

next scene 1s in a lighter vein than thet of The Troublesome

BRaigne,

The sly wit assigned by Shakespeare to Philip

Faulconbridge mskes that character far more appealing than

he seems to be in The Troublesome Raigne:
Enter Robert Fauleconbridge,

and Philip

Philip.Your falthfull subject Philip.Please 1t your Malestie

I a goentleman,
Borne in Novthamptonshire,
and eldest sonne

the wrong is mine, yet wil
I ablide all wrongs, before I
onge open my mouth to unrippe

As [ suppose, to Robert Faul- the shamefull slaunder of my

conbridge,

parents,the dishonour of myself,

A Souldler by the Honor-gluing& the wicked dealing of my broe

hand

ther in this prinely assembly,
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0f Courdelion, Knighted in Robert,Then my Prince his

the field, s Robert speake.
+What art thou? and tell your Malestie what
«The son and heire to right I haue
that seme Fauleconbridge. To ouer wrong, &8s he acecounterd
+Is that the elder wrong.
art thou the heyre? Ky father (nmot unknowen unte
You ceme not of one mother your Grace)
then it seems, Receiud his spurres of Enight-
Philip.Most certain of one hood in the fleld,
mother, mighty King At kingly Richards hands in
That is well known, and as I Falestine,
think one father: When as the walls of Acon
But for the cerrain knowledge gave him way:
of that truth, fiis name Sir Hobert Faucone
I put you o're to heauen, and bridge of Mount .
to my mother; What by succession from |
Of that I doubt, as all men's Auncestours,
children may. And warlike seruice under
El.Out on thee rude man, yu Englands Armes,
dost shame thy mother, His liuing did amount too at
And wound her honor with this his death
diffidence, Two thousand Markes reuenew
Fhil.I Mademe? No, I haue no euery yeare:
reason for 1it, And this (my Lord) I challenge
That is my brothers plea, and for my rieht,
none of mine, As lawfull heire to Rober
The whieh if he ecan proue, & Fauconbridge,
pops me out, Philip,If first borne sonne be
At least from faire five hun- heire indubitate
dred pound a yeere: By certaine right of Englands
Heauen guard my mothers honor auncient Lawe,
and my land, How should myselfd make any
KsTohn.A good blunt fellow: other doubt,
why being yonger born But I am heire to Robert Fau-
Doth he claime to thine in- conbridge?
heritance? +Fond Youth, te trouble

ese our Pringely eares
(EJeIe1.50=73) Or make a question in so plaine
R case!
Speake, is this man thine elder
Brother borne?

(IR.1.87-111)
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The legitimacy of Philip Faulconbridge is the subject of
the following lines. In the Troublesome Haigne, the slow-
moving dialogue merely introduces two themes parallel to
those of King Johne-the support of the mother, and the ques-
tion of right or possession, FPhilip has possesasion of Lerd
Faulconbridge's estate, but Robert is suing for his right
to become helr to his paternity, Robert accuses Lady
Fauleconbridge of favering Philip, Shakespeare, in borrowing
this scene, makes Philip accountable for his own defense,
thus strengthening the character, There i3 no stage record
of performance for The Troublesome Raigne except for the state-
ment occurring on the title-page of the 1591 Quarte (eited
in Chapter I) which claims that the play had been acted
several times by the Queen's players. One may lmiuh that
the reason for this lack of stage history is the monotony
of the traditional style of psuedo-classlicism employed, The
robust, vital Elizabethans would probably have preferred
Shakespeare's faster-moving, wittier style, John's concept
of justice 1s being influenced and tempered by Queen Zlinore,
then, in the following excerpt!
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Phil.I know not s OXcept Rgboﬁ,rhnu it your Grace
to get the land, th patience forto hearej
But once he slanderd me with I not denie but he mine Elder is,
bastardy; Mine elder Brother tooj yet in

But where I be as true begot such sort,
or no, As he can make no title to the
That still I lay vpon my Land,
mothers head, Iohn,A doubtfull tale as euer I
But that I am as well begot did heare,
my Liege Thy Brother and thine elder,
(Faire fall the bones that and no heire:
tocke the paines for me) Explaine this darke AL .
Compare our fsces, and be Robert.I graunt (my Lord) he is
I your selfe my mothers sonne,
If old Sir Robert did beget Base borne, and base begot, no
ve becth, Fauconbridge,
And were our father, and Indeede the world reputes him
this sonne like him, lawful heire,
0 old sir Robert Father, on My fether im his life Ald count
my knee him so,
I giuve heauen thankes I was And here my Mother stands to
not like to thee, proove him soj
Vhy what a mad-cap But I (my Lerd) ean proove and
hath heauen lent vs here? do averre

Both to my Mothers shame and
his reproach,
He is no helre nor yet legiti-
mate,
Then (grecious Lord) let Fau-
conbri enjoy
The living that belongs to
Fauconbridge.
And let not him possesse an~
others right,
Iobn.Proue this, the land 1is
thine by inglands law,
Q.E11,Ungracious youth, te rip
thy mothers shame,
The wombe from whence thou
didst thy being take,
All honest eares abhorre thy
wickednes,
But gold I see doth beate downe
natures law,
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In King John, Shakespeare does not ¢ause Philip's mother,
Lady Fauleonbridge, teo arrive on the seene until the contro-
versy between her two sons is finished, Thus Shakespeare
shows a refined respect for womanhod in refraining from

subjecting this mother teo adulterous accusations, However,

in Ihe Iroublesome Raigzne, the enonymous author brings Lady
Faulecnbridge into the court of King John, where she must

plead for her honert

mum Lord, & you thrice reverend Dame,
see the teares distilling from mine eyes,
And scalding sighes blowne from a rented heart:
For honour and regard of womanhood
Let me entreate teo be commaunded henoce,
Let not these eares recelve the hissing sound
Of such a viper, who with poysoned words
Doth masserate the bowels of my soule,
» Ladie, stand up, be patient for a while;
fellow say, whose bastard is thy brother,
‘u;’g.lot for my selfe, nor for my mother nowj
ut for the honour of so brave a man,
Whom he accuseth with adulterie:
Here I beseech your Grace upon my knees,
To count him mad and to diamisse us hence,

(I8 1.135-149)
Shakespeare, next, continues in a refining and softening style
in King John by having Queen Elinor and King John detest a
physical resemblance between Phillp Faulconbridge and King
Richard Coeur-de-Lion, On the other hand, in The Iroublesoms
Raigne, Robert Faulconbridge's blunt charge of bastardy
against his brother Philip shows no delicacy or solicitude
for his mother:
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Elen.He hath a trick of Robert.Ner
* Gerdelions fese, et eli ot vl e i

The accent of his tongue Charge thee before this mlu
affecteth him: mum here
Doe you not read some tokens To be a tard to King Richards
of my sonne selfe,
In the large composition of Sonne to your Grace, M Brother
this man? Oo.‘m Naleastie,
L.Iohn,Mine hath well Thus bluntly,
examined his parts, g.né.!ln man thou needat not
And findes them ‘oot ashaned of thy kin,

Righard: » speake, Nor of thy Sire, But forward
What doth mous you to slaime with W’.
m":ﬁ-ﬂ'&h‘:‘; half- (2 1.
Vith haife-that Fass woild be
A nm-:ﬂ t. hn bun-

oi.

In Eing John, Shakespeare, them has Philip allude to the
"half-face” of his brother, Robert, an allusion which sould
mean that Robert had a receding chin or evem a receding fore-
head, but Shakespeare's subtlety could also cause one to think,
here, that Robert resembled bdoth his father and his wother,
and that sinee Philip had the same mother, Robert would be
entitled, therefore, te only one-half of the Fauleonbridge
inberitance~~both brothers having equal righta to their
mother's share, The fellowing lines, in parsllel, show the
arguments presented by both Robert and Philip in beth plays,
The tale is told by Robert in both King Johm and Ihe Trouble-
Some Ralgne, with the enly difference being the aseounting
for the time of Philip's premature arrival inte the

Fauleconbridge family:
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Your brother did imploy my
father mush,
Phil,Well sir, by this you
cannot get my land
Your tale must how he em-
ploy'd my mother,
Rob.And once dispateh'd him in
= an Embassie
To Germany, there with the
Emporer
To treat of high affaires
touching that timej
Th' aduantage of his absence
tooke the King,
And in the meane time so-
journ'd st fathers;
Where how he did prevaile, I
shame tc speake;
But truth is truth, large
lengtha of seas and shores
Betweene my father, and my
mother lay
When this same lusty ?nuo-
man was got:
Vpon his death bed he by
will bequeath'd
His lands to me, and tooke
it on his death
That this my mothers sonne
was none of his;
And if he were, he came into
the world
Full fourteens weekes before
the course of time,
Then good my Lie let me
_ have what is mine,
My fathers land, as was ny
fathers will,
(EJ I.1.96-116)

4o

Robert.The proofe so plaine,
the argument so strom,
As that your Highnes and these
noble Lords,
And all (save those that haue
no eyes to see)
Shall sweare him to be Bastard
%o the K *
Pirst when my Father was Em-
bassabout
In Germanie unto the Emperour,
The King 1-; often at my
athers house}
And all the realm suspected
what befell:
And st my Fathers back returne

agen
My Mother was delivered u: tis
sed,
Sixe weekes before the account
my Father made.
But more than this: looke but
on Philips face,
His features, actions, and
his lineaments,
And sll this Princely presence
confesse,
He is no other but King Richards
Sonne,
And let me rest safe in my
Fathers right,
That am his rightfull sonne
onely heire,
Iohn.Is this thy proofe, and
all thou hart to say?
Robert.I have no more, nor neede
I greater proofe.
Iohn.First, where thou saldst
in absence of thy Sire
My brother often lodged in his
house:
And what of that? base ome
to slaunder »
That honoured his Embassador
so much,
In sbsence of the man to
cheere the wife?
This will not hold, proceede
unto the next.
(IR 1.157-182)
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In King Jobn, then Shakespeare gives the Judgment and the
decision of the "Faulconbridge dispute®™ to King John, whose
philosophizing upon the subject of marriage contains some
passages of very dry wit and humor, In the Trpublesome
Ralgne, however, the anonymous author also gives to King
Jobn the right of decision, but here, King John walves his
right in favor of Fhilip and his mothert

L.;ggg.ainm {::r brother Why (foolish )

‘;t te, pmtn are frivelous,
Your flthors wife did after Nor canst thou gchalenge any-
wedlock bear him: t thereby.

And if she did play false, But thou shalt see how I
the fault was hers, un helpe thy claime,

Which fault lyes on the This 1is doome, and this
hazard of all husbands my 8 stand

That marry wives: tell me, Irrevocable, as I am King of
how if my brother England.
Who as you say, toocke paines For thou knowst not, weele

to get this somne, aske o them that know,
Had your father claim'd this His mother and himselfe shall
sonne for his, ende this strife:
Insooth, geod friend, your And as they say, so shall thy
father might haus kept hing passe,
This Calfe, bred from his Cow (IR 1.206-213)

from all the world:
Inscoth he might: then If he
were my brothers,
My brother might not claime
him, nor your father
Being none of his, refuse him:
this concludes,
Your fathers heyre must haue
your fathers land,
Rob.S5hal then my fathers Will Robert.My Lord, herein I

be of no force, challenge you of vrong.
To dispossease that childe To give away my right, and
which is not his, put the doome
Phil.0f no more force to dls- Unto themselves, Can there be
possesse me sir, Likelihood
Than was his will to get me, That she will loose?
as 1 think, Or he will give the living
(KJ Tai,117-31) from himselfe?

It may not be my Lord, Why
should it be?
(E ,ua h'zl9)
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In both Eing Jobn snd the Iroubleseme Raigne, FPhillp gives
the same answer when asked to name his father--Richard

Cosur«~de~Lion, but the dialog differs.

Shakespeare's Philip,

in a matter-of-fact way, chooses to claim the honor of being

the Bastard son of King Richard rather than to accept the
inheritance which he ecould gain by being a Faulconbridge,

On the other hand, Fhillp, in The Troublesome Ralgne, dis-
courses upon (soliloquy device: TR.1.241-268) the majestiec

honor of being King Richard's son,

Consequently, when he

later tries to claim Sir Robert Fauleconbridge as hies father,

he is unable to do so!

Ell.Whether hadst thou rather m.apuko man, be sodalne,

be a Faulconbridge,
And like thy brother teo
enjoy thy land:
Or the npuud sonne of
Cordelion,
Lord of thy presence, and
beside,
Bast,Madam, and if my bro=-
ther had my shape
And I had his, Sir Roberts
bis like him,
L] * - L]
And to his shape were heyre
to all this land,
Would I might neuer stirre
from off this place,
I would giueo it euery foot
to hauve this face:

Brother by th'mothers side,
glue me your hand,
My father gaue me honor,
yours gaue land:
Now blessed be the houre by
night or
When I was got, Sir Robert
( was I'lso ms.
u.I.i.u -mo
U473 1 Q)

who thy father was,
Philip.Please 1t your Malestie,
Sir Robert
Philip, that Fauconbridge
cleaues to thy iaws:
It will not out, I cannot for
my life
Say I am son unto a Faucon~
bridge.
Let land and liuing
honors f
Thet makes me sweare King
Richard was my Sire,
Base to a King addes title of
Than Knights begebsens ths
otten, though
iogitti-lto.
Please 1t your Gregce, I am
King Richards Sonne,
(ZR.1.259-278)

Fire
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Shakespeare also resorts to the selilequy in King John when
he permits the acknowledged Bastard to project his thoughts
into the future life of honor which he will lead (EKJ, I,.i,

1“‘"218) a

Although the wording in these two passages is not

precisely the same, there is very little difference in the
eontent of the dialogue between Xing John and The Irouble-

fome Raigne in the episode in which John makes Philip a knight:

K.lobn.From henceforth bear
his name
Whose forme thou bearest:!
Eneele thou downe Philip but
rise more great,
Arise 3ir Richard, and
Plantagenet,
(Ho 010161-1&)

In the next instance, Shskespeare's King John differs:

The Troublesome Raigne in the method used by Philip to compel
Lady Feulecnbridge to identify his father,

hilip kneele down, thet
hou maist throughly know
fdow mueh thy resolution
liluih us,

Rise wp S5ir aum Flantaginet

K. Richards Sonne,
(IR.1.299-301)
from

Shakespesare uses

wit in Philip's speechj the snonymous author uses threats:

Bgat. . . JMadam, I was not
8ir Roberts sonne,
8ir Robert might haue eat
his part in me
Vpon good Friday, and nere
hil fast

But -otlur. I am not Sir
Roberts sonne
I haue disclaim'd Sir Robert
and my land,
Legitimation, name, snd all
is gone}

Philip.Let somnes entreatie
sway the mother now,
Or els she dies: Ile not in-
fringe my vow,
Mother,Unhappy talke: must I
recount my shame,
Blad my misdeedes, or by con-

cealing die?
. E J bl L ]
Fhilip.Come Madame come, you
neede not be so loth,

The sheme 1s shared equall
twixt us both,



Then good my mother, let
me know my father,

Some proper man I hope, who
was 1t mother?

Lady.King Richard Cordelion
was thy father,

(EdoI.14237-2395250-
1 N

N

Ist not a blacknes in me

worthie blame,

To be foolde, and cannot

write my name,

Good Mother resolue me,

Hoghai. . o ¥

For fa

e s« » Whose Somnne thou art,
me the rather,
ire King Richard was

thy noble father,

(ZR.1.374-377; 385-389
g -5

The length of the play, then, is the only other difference
which one notes in the flrst scenes of King John and the

Iroublesome Haigne. The 1623 Folie Text of King John,
The 1591 Quarto, Pert I of the Irouble-

contains 260 lines.

I.1.,

acme Ralgne, Scene 1, contains 421 lines,
In the opening, King John, I.11, corresponds in action

to The Troublesome Hsigne, 11,

occurs &t Anglers, an English possession in France,

French King, Lewis, first explains the reason for having

Inb

oth plays, this scene
The

army stationed before the gates of Anglers:

Lewls .Before Anglers well
met Brave Austrias,

Arthur that great forerunner

of thy bloud,
Richard that rob'd the
lion of his heart,
And fought the hali Warrea
estine,
By this braue Duke came

early to his grauve:

And for smends te bis
posteritie,

At our importence hether
is he ocome,

Eing.W
Young

oW gin we broach the

title of thy claime

Arthur in the Albion
territories,

Searing proud Anglers with

Braue
is als
And al

a puissant sledge:
Austria, cause of
Cordelions death,
© come to aide thee
in thy warres;
l our forces loyne
for Arthurs right,

And, but for ecauses of

great consequence,
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At our importance hether Pleading delay till newes
is he come, from nd come,
To spread his ceclours boy, Twice should Titan hide
in thy behalfe, him in the West,
And to rebuke the vsurpe- . . . .
tion Ti1l I bhad with an unreslis-
Of thy wvanaturall Voele, ted shock
sh Iohn, Controld the mamage of
Eambrace him, bhim, proud walls,
glue him walcome hether, Or made o fuh of my fame
(B T.11,1-11) to Chaunce,
(IR.11,1-9311-13)

Shakespeare's use of the name "Austria” indicates that he
borrowed the place name from the comparable speech in The
Iroublesese Haigne, where "Limoges™ is the name used, as

well as throughout The Iroublesome Haelzne; Shakespeare, however,
1s consistent in his use of "Austria" Purthermore, ia beth

Kipg John and The Irgublesone Ralgne, Arthur's mother,
Constance, requests Lewis and Austrias, to postpone an attseck

upon Anglers until the return of Chettillion,

Con.5tay for sngwer to your ﬂwm.ﬂq be that Iohn

EZmdbassie, eonsclence or in feare
Lest vnaduis'd you staine Te offer wrong where you
your swords with bloud; imp the 111,
¥y Lerd Chattilion from W¥Will send such celme condi-
Zngland br tions backe to Fraunce,
That right in peace which As shsll rebate the edge of
heere we vrge in warre, fearefull warres:
And then we shall repent If so, forbearance 1s a deede
oach drop of bloud; well done,

That hot rash haste so

!E.I.ul{s-n) ' (IR.11.14-16



In both Eing John and the Iroublesome Halgne, Chattillen
arrives to report John's answer to Philip's challenge,

before the appearance of John's English forces:

Chat.Then turne your forces « He on his part will
from this paltry siege, the chanuce of warre,
And stirre them vp against a And if his words inferre
mightlier taskj assured truth,

England l.-pn ent of your Will loose himselfe and all
ust demands, his followers,

Hath put hnmu. in Lmu. Ere yeeld unto the least of
your demsunds,

(&-1.11-57-50) (ﬂ.ﬁuSlwﬂ&)
At this point, one notes that nearly identical phrasing
appears, for the second time, between King John and the

Iroublesome Ralgne:

» ¢ » With them a Bastard of , , . Hext them a Bastard of
the Kings deceast, the Kings deceast,
(KJ.I.11.68) (ZR.11.69

In KEing John, Shakespeare omlits the names of Pembroke and
Salisbury (two lords of Lngland) from the list of people

whom Chattillion reports as having come with King John, These
two characters head the list also cited by the anonymous
author of The Troublesome Raigne., Both plays include John's
mother, Queen Elinor, her niece, Lady Blanche, daughter of
the King of Spain, and the Bastard, whom the anonymous

author deseribes as ", . . A hardy wilde heed, tough and
venturous. » . ." (IR. 11.70) In King John, Shakespeare
next expands the incldent of the challenge between King John
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and King Philip in their meeting at Anglers, In refining

this scene, Shakespesre emphasizes the theme of the dlivine
right of Kings and their responsibility only to God:

;‘Elggg.ruu be to France: K, Philip, Me seemeth Iohn an
r

ance in peace permit over-baring spirit
Our fust and lineall entpance Effects some frenzie in thy
to our ownej rash approach,
If not, bleede France, and Treading my Confines with
ace ascend to heauen, armed Troupes,
Whiles we Gods wrathful I rather lookt for some sub-
agent doe dorreat misse reply
Their proud contempt that Touching the claime &
beats thelr peace to heauen, Nephew Arthur makes
Fran.Feace be to England, To that which thou uniustly
if that warre returne dost usurpe,
From France to England, there K.Ilohn. For that Chattilion
to liuve in peace: can discharge you all,
England we loue, and for I 1ist not plead -y Tuh
that Englands sake, with my ¢
With burden of our armor Nor came I hether vith
heere we sweat, intent of wrong
This royle of ours should be To Fraunce or thee, or any
a work of thinej right of thinel
But thou from louing England But in defence and purchase
art so farre, of my right,
Thst thou has vnder-wrought The Towne of Anglers: which
his lawfull King, thou doest begirt
Cut off the sequence of pos- In the behalfe of Lade Constance
terity, Sonne,
Out-faced Infant State, and Wheretoo nor he nor the can
done & rape lay iust claime,

Vpon the maiden vertue of WI.' (false intruder)
the Crowne: that lust be ilust,
Looke heere vpon thy brother And headstrong usurpation

Geffreyes face, put apart,
These eyes, these browes, Arthur my Sonne, heire to
were moulded out of hisg thy elder Brother,
This little abstract dotn Without ambiguous shadow of
containe that large, descent,
Which dled in Geffreyj and Is Soueraigne to the subatance
the hand of time, thou withholdst,
Skall draw this breefe into g, Misgouernd Gossip,

as huge a volume:! ine to this resort
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That Geffrey was thy elder Cocasion of these undecided

brother borne, ierres,
And this his sonme, England I say (that know) to check
was Geffreys right, thy vaine suppose,
And this is Geffreyes in the Thy Sonne hath naught to doo
name of God: with that he ¢
How comes it then that thou (m.u.7§-97)

art call'd a King,
When liuing blood deth in
these temples beat
Which owe the ocrowne, that
thou ore-mastercat?
+From whom hast thou
s great commission
To draw my answer from thy
Articles?
Fra.,Fro that silpernal Iudge
that stirs good thoughts
In any beast of strong au~
thoritie
To looke into the blots
and staines of right,
That Iudge hath made me
guardian to this boy,
Vnder whose warrant I im-
peach thy wrong,
And by whose helpe I meane
to chastise 1t.
E,Iohn.,Alack thou dost
viurpe authoritie,
Fran.Exeuse 1t 1s to beat
vsurping downe,
Queen,Who is 1t thou dost
call vsurper France?
m*.ut me ;:o answers
hy vsurp sonne,
(EJ.1.11,89-126)

Although The Troublesome Raigne has the same Iincidental plot,
Shakespeare's charecters in this particular scene are far
more credible, The concelts used in the deseription of
Arthur in this scene, however, are possibly a reflection of

a classical source,
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In both King John end The Iroublesome Raigne, while
the Kings are offering counter-claims, Elinor and Constance
have the fellowing conversation concerming the will:

Que.Thou vnaduised scold, I Q.Ellanor. . . « For proofe

can produge whereof,
A Will, that barres the title That bafres the way he urgeth
of 'w sonne ., m seent,
MO I who doubts that, a c A e A wi h“m, a
Will: a wicked will, erabbed Womans will,
A womans will, a cankred Wherein the Diusll is an
Grandams will., ouerseer,
(EJ.I,11,202-05) And proud dame Elnor sole
Executresse:
More wills than so, on perill
of my soule,

Were neuer made to hinder
Arthurs right,
(IR.11,99-104)

In both drams, 1t 18 clear that Constance 1a ae-
quainted with Elinor's techniques in treachery to keep her-
self in power, and one is led to assume that Constance sus-
pects foul plays One notices, here, as well, that there are
verbal parallels between the two plays: 1.,e,, in King John,
"+ « + that barres the title of thy sommej” in The Trouble-
some Ralgne, "That barres the way he urgeth by dissent,"”
This is the third instance of parallel phraseology discovsscd
8o fer in the investigation of these two plays,

While this argument is proceeding detween the two
women, the Bastard next discovs.. Austris (or Limoges)
wearing a lion's skin, In both plays, Blanche recognises
the lion skin as King Richard's badge of courage and speaks

out in parallel termst
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Blan. 0 well did he become Blanch, Ah icy betide his soule,

that Lyons robe to whom thet spoile belogd
That 4id disrobe the Lion Ah Righard how thy glorie here
of that robe, is wrongd,
(Q.I.11-m9-50 ) (ﬂo 11 0131“32)

In both plays, the Bastard takes exception to Austria's
(Limoges') wearing King Richard's "badge of honor," Shakes-
peare invests the Bastard's speech with wit, whereas the

author of The Iroublesome Raigne has the Bastard pledge death
to his father's murderer:

Bast. One that wil play the What words are theset
" " deuill sir with you, m...% fos clad in my

And a may eateh your hide a s spoyle,

and you alone! A thousand furies kindle with
You are the Hare of whom the reuendge,

prouerdb goes e » s What makst thou with the
Whos valour plucks dead Lyons Trophel of a Eing?

by the beardj Shamst thou not coystrel, loathe
Iles smosake your skin-coat and some dunghill swad,

I eateh you right, To grace thy carkasse with an
Sirra looke too't yfaith I ornament

will, yfaith, Too precious for a Monarchs
e o« ¢« It 1lles as sightly on couerture?

the back of him s » o Twice will I not reulew
As great Alcides shooes vpon the Mornings rise,

an Asse: Till I haue torne that Trophel
But Asse, Ile take that bur- . from thy back,

then from your backe, And split thy heart, for wearing
Or lay on that shall make it 80 long. + «

{m shoulders oracke,

EJoT.18,143-54) (IRs11,135-56)

In the next sequence, in both plays, again, the kings ask the
trmpiton to call the citizens of Anglers to the walls of the
¢itys Then, each king proposes that the sisizens allow him
to enterj however, the citizens refuse, until a rightful heir
be determined:



J s ¢ o« o« kinde Cittizens,
n t vs8 in, Your King,
whoae labour'd spirits
Fore-woaried in this action
of swiflt speed
sreuss harbourage within
your Citle walles.
nce, When I haue salde,
answer to vs both,
Loe in this right hand, whose
protection
Is most diuinely vow'd vpon
the right
Of him it holds, stands young

Somm brother of

this man,
And King ore him, and all
that he enioyes:

git. In breefe; we are the
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% Say then, whe who
8 you the Towne for,
e« For our lawfull King,
« 4 Wag no less perswaded:!
then
In Gods name open your gates,
and let me enter,
o And 1t please your
g we controll not your
title, neither will we rashly
admit your entrance: if {m
bee lawfull king, with al
obedience we keepe it to your
use, if not King, our rashnes
to be impeached for yeelding,

without more considerate triall:

we answer not as men lawles,
but to the behoofe of him that
prooves lawful, ., . « He that
tries himselfe our Soueraigne,
to him will we remaine firme

King of Englands sublectssubleects, and for him, and his

For him, and in his right, we
hold this Towne.

Jobn, Acknowledge then the
King, and let me in,

£it, That can we nott but he
that proues the King

To him will we proue loyd 1

’ iﬂ. i0111&5'95)

right we hold our Towne as de-
sirous to know tht truth as
loath to subscribe before we

knowe,
(IR 11.200-26)

Feollowing the refusal of the determined citizens of

Angiers to permit entrance into the city te either King,

both authors next have these Kings dare one another to combat:

« Then God forgiue the
sinne of all those soules,
That to thelr euerlasting
residence,

P ip, Then Iohn I defie
thee he name and behalfe

and cousin, ose right and

Before the dew of suening fall,patrimonie thou detainest, as

shall fleete
In dreadfull Striall of our
kingdomes King,
* L] ]

&

I doubt not ere the day ende
in a set battell make thee ocn-
fesse} whereunteo with a zeale
to right I challenge thee,
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Fra. It shall be so, and at « I ascept the chal-
the other hiil ge, and turne the deflance
Command the rest to stand, to thy throate,
God and our r | - (ﬂ.ii.ZZB-}h)

(EJ I.11,298-301;314~-15)

Next, the Kings return to parley with the citizens of
Anglers, who say they have not yet determined who is vie-
torious, Both Shakespeare and the anonymous author allow
the Bastard the satisfactlon of proposing an altermative to
the decision of continuing the war with esach other, FHowever,
Shakespeare expands the proposal and includes the Bastard's
irritation with the Citizens of Anglers for having conduected
themselves like spectators in a theatre:

+ By heauen, these seroy- Bastard. HMight Philip
8 of Anglers flout you kings, eounsell two so mightle
And stand securely on thelr ings,
battlements, As are the K of England
As in a Theater, whence they md of unee,
gape and point He would adulse your Graces
At your industrious Scenes to wnite
and acts of death. And knit your forces gainst
Your Royall presences be these Citizens,
rul'd by mee, Pulling their battered walls
Do like the Mutines of about their eares.
Ierusalem, The Towne once wonne then
Be friends a-while, and both strive about the
esonloyntly band claime,
Your sharpest Deeds of malice For they are minded to
on this Towne, delude you beth,
By Bast and Unt let France (TReiv.53~59)

and England mount.
Their battering Canon charged
to the mouthes,
Till their soule«fearing .
clamours haue braul'd downe
The flintie ribbes of this
contemptous Citle,
Ide play incessantly vpon these
I‘“..



Iohn, Speake on with fauour,
we are bent to heare,

33§ That daughter there of

paine, the Lady Blanch

Is neere to Lngland, looke vp-

on the res
or the Delphin, and
t ouely maid,

if lustie loue should go in
quest of beautle,

Where should he find it fairer,

than in Blanch . .
this mateh,

With swifter spleéne than
powder can enforce

The mouth of passage shall
we fling wlde ope,

And glue you entrance: but
without this match;

The sea enraged is not halfe
so deafe,

Lyons more confldent, Moun-
taines and rockes

Hore free from motion, no
not death himselfe

In mortall futie halfe so

peremptorie,
As we to keepe this Citle.

(Ed I 11.&39-503h70-73)

« for at

sy

To liue in Princely league
and amitie:

Doo this, the gates of
shall giue way

And stand wide open to your
harts content,

To make this peace a lasting
bond of loue,

Remains one onely honorable
means,

Which by your pardon I shall
here display.

Lewes the Dolphin and the

heire of e

A man of noted valor ougzh
the world,

Is yet umnmaried!: let him take
to wife

The bolutooul dnugbtcr of the

Neece to K.ia’g: thn ouely
Begotten on his Sister

With her in marriage 11 her
unckle gilue
Castles and Towers as fitteth
such & mateh,
The Kings thus ioynd in league
of perfect loue,
They may so deale with gggggg

Duke of Bg&&g e
Who is bdut 1ang and yet
)

to raigne,
As he shall stand contented
euerie way.
Thus haue I boldly (for the
common good)
Deliuered what the Citie gaue
in Qh"‘. B
And as vpon conditions you
agree,
S0 shall we stand content to
eeld the Towne,
{ oiv,68-95)
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In King Jobn, the Bastard's lines are filled with
witticisms which may have been culled from the speech habits

of Elizabethan gallants whom Shakespeare knew,

The anony=-

mous author, however, does not approach the style manifest

in Shakespesre's play in this comparable passage:

. Here's a stay,
shakes the rotten carkasse
of old death

Out of his ragges, lHere's a
largs mouth indeede,

That splts forth death, and
mountaines, rockes, and
Beas,

Talks as famillarly of roaring
Lions,

As maids of thirteene do of
puppl-dogges,

What Cannoneere befor thias
lustie blood,

He speakes plaine Cannon fire,
and smoske, and bounce,

He gives the bastinado, with
his gonguet

Qur eares are cudgl'd, not a
word of his

But buffets better than a
fist of France:

Zounds, I was neuer so be=-
thumpt with words,

S8ince I first cal'd my
brothers father bad.

(Ed T.11.479-91)

« Swounds Madam, take
an ish Gentleman:
Slaue as I was, I thought to
to haue mooude the mateh,
Grandame you made me half a
promise once,
T2t Lady should bring
me we nough,
And make me heire of store of
- English land. 32
8 « Feace Fhilip, T wi
‘3§§§§f thee out a wife,
We must with pollicle compound
this strife,
Bagtard, If Lewes get her, well,
say no more!
But let the frolicke Frenchman
take no scorne,
front him with an

sh horne.,

(1&. 1'.121-30 . )

In The Troublesome Raigne, the last lines of the Bastard's

speech are directed toward Lewls the Dauphin,
was used by Shakespeare in the passage

taunts Austriat

A similar 1dee
in which the Bastard



« « o Sirrah were 1 at home

At your den sirrah, with your Lionesse,

I would set an Oxe~head to ym Lions hide:

And make a m.tor of {

«11,305-08

Following the supposed match of Blanche and the Dauphin,
Shakespeare expands the sequence found in the anonymous
The Iroublesome Heigne, in the scene in which Queen Elinor
glves advice to John:

Qu, Son, ilst to this con- + Jlohn giue it him,
unction, make this mateh 80 8 thou live in peace,
Giue with our Neece a dowre And keepe the residue sans
large enough, ieopardie,
For by this knot. thou shalt (IR 1v.166-67)
80 surely
Thy now wnsur d assurance to
the Crowne,

That yon greene boy shall
have no Sunne to ripe

The bloome that promiseth
a mightie frulte,

1 see a yeelding in the lookes
of France!

Marke how they whisper, vrge
them while thelr soules

Are capeable of this smbition,

Least zeale now melted by the
windie bdreath

Of loft petitions, pittie and
remorse,

Coole and congeale agalne %o
what 1t was,

(EJ I.1£.h92~503)
After the marriage agreement has been determined,
Shakespeare gives the word-play on gommodity to the Bastard, In

The Iroublesome Raigne Constance speaks out against Philip's
treachery and greed in comparable passages!



Bast, Mad world, mad kings,
mad composition:

Iohn to stop % Title
e,

Hath uillingly d.partod with
a part,
And Freance, whose armour
Consclence buckled on,
Whom zeale and charitie
brought to the field,
As Gods owne souldler,
rounded in the eare,
With that seme purpose-
changer, that slye dluel,
That Broker, that still
breakes the pare of faith,
That dayly breake-vow, he
that winnes of all,
Of kings, of beggers, old men
yong men, maids
Who hauing no externall thing
to loose,
But the werd Mald, cheats the
poore Maid of that,
That smooth-fac'd Gentleman,
tickling commoditie,
Commoditie, the byas of the
'or]-‘.
The world, who of it selfe is
preysed well,
Made teo run euen, vpon euen
lground;
Till this aduantage,
drawing byas,
This sway of motion, this
commoditie,
Makes 1t take head from all
~ indifferency,
From all direetion, purpose,
course, intent,
And this dame byas, this Com-
moditie »
This Bawd, this Broker, this
all=-ghanging word,
Clap'd on the outward eye of
fickle France,
Hath drawne him from his owne
determin'd ayd,

this vlle
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¢ If any Power will
heare a widdowes plaing,
That from a wounded soule

1lgilr05 reuengej}
Send fell contaglion to infect

this Clyme,
This cursed Countre

traytors breat
Whose periurie as prowd
Beleaguers all the Skie w
misbeliefe,
He promist Apthur and he sware
it too,
To fence thy rite, and check
thy foeman's pride:
But now black-spotted FPeriure
as he 1..
He takes a truce with Elnors
damned brat,
And marries Lewes to her louely
Heece,
Sharing thy fortune and thy
Birth-dayes gift
Betweene these louers: 111 betide
the mateh,
And as they shoulder thee from
out thy owne,
And triumph in a widowes teare-
full cares:
So heauvens crosse them with a
thriftles course,
8hall the bloud yspilt on either

s Where the

Closing the ecranies of the
thirstie earth,
Growne to a louegame and a
Bridall feast:
And mist thy birthright bid the
wedding banes, . .
TR 1'.205‘2’4)



From a resclu'd and honourable
Warre,

To a most base and vile-con-
cluded peace,

And why rayle I on this Com~
moditie?

But for because he hath not
wooed me yet:

Not that I haue the power to
cluteh my hand,

When his faire Angels would

salute my palme,
But for my hand, as vnattempted

yet,

Like a poore begger, ralleth
on the rich,

Well, whiles I am a begger, I
will raile

And say there i- no sin but te
be richt

And being rich, my vertue then
sha be,

To say there is no vice, but
beggerie:

Since K breske falth vpon
C tt.’

Gaine be my Lord, for I will
worship

thee,
(K 1.11.587-624)

Concerning Constance's scene in which she expresses her anger
and makes her accusations against King Philip, calling him a
perjurer, in King John, Shakespeare concedes the full Aet II
to this episode, In The Troublesome Raigne, I, the comparable
passage is contained in iv, 19-234.

In Eing John, III, i, there occcur the most striking
parallels between Shakespeare's plsy and Ihe Ircublesome
Raeigne. The passage in Shakespeare is comparable to that
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which one discovers in the anonymous play, Part I, v.,
showing the use which Shakespeare has made of this older

play as a source for his history of Johnt

Pan, Halle you annointed
uties of heauvenj

To thee King ;*En;lv holy
errand 1is:
I Pandulph, of faire Millane

- Cardinall,
And from Pope ent the
Legate heere,
Doe in his name religiously
demand

Why thou against the Church,
our holy Mother

So wilfully dost spurnej and
foree perforce

Z;.;:gsi.ﬂu;.rr- that holy
at

This is our foresaid holy
Fathers name

Pope % I doe demand

iohn, What oarthio name to
Interrogatories

Can tast the free breath of
a sacred King?

Thou canst not (Cardinall)
deuise a name

8o slight, vaworthy, and
ridioculous

To charge me to an answere,
as the Pope:

Tell him this tale, and from
the mouth of England,

Adde thus much more, that no

Shall tiigalignfgffgig our

dominions:
But as we, vnder heauen, are

chosen

that I gig% ph
ar nnll ° gate
from the Sea o demaund of
thee in the name of our holy
Father the FPope ingigzg*:':hy
o s of

dost (contrarie
our holy mother the Chureh, and
our holye father the Fope) dis-
turbe the quiet of the Church,
and disgnull the elestion of
igeies s 0 o1
elected Archbishop
otgigfg:lggggl this in his
Ho s name I demeund of thee,
e And what hest thou or
ope thy maister to doo to
dnnlund of me, how I employ mine
owne? Know sir Priest as I
honour the Church and holy Chureh-
men, so I scorne to be subject
to the greatest Prelate in the
:orld. Tolﬁ thy E;;;fo; 80
rom me, and say o E%f;!ag
sald it, that neuer an Itallan
Priest of them all, shall elther
haue tythe, tole, or poling
penie out of England, but as I
am King, so wil I ralgne next
under God, supreame head both
ouer spirituall and temralll
and hee that contradicts me in
this,Ile mgke him hoppe head-

lesse.

s What King éghg,
know you what you say, thus to
blasphene against our holy
father the Pope,

+ Philip, though thou
the Princes of Christen=-
dome suffer themselues to be

and

l:z:fll. head,
S0 vnder that great supre-gbusde by & Prelates slauerie,

macy

zy minde is not of such base



60
Where we doe reigne, we will temper, Ifthe Pope will bee

alone vphold King in England, let him winne
Without th' assistance of a it with the sword, I know no

mortall hands other title he can alleage to
So tell the Fope, all mine inheritance,

ruerence see apart Card. John, this is thine
to him end hils vsurp'd answere?

you blaspheme in this, gate from the Aposti-
Though you, and all Sea, doo In the name of
Kings of Christendom 8, Peter and his successor our
Are led so grossely by this holy Father Pope Innocent, proe
medl Priest nounce thee accursed d:l.nhaifin;
Dreading the curse that money euery of thy sublectes of a

authoritie, s What then?
Fra. Brother of tEngland, » Then I Pandulph of

may buy out dutie and fealtlie that they doo
And by the merif of vilde  owe to thee, and pardon and
geld, drosse, dust, forgiueness of sinne to those
Purchase corrupted pardon of or them whatsoeuer, which shall
& man, carrie armes uﬁnat thee, or
Who in that sale sels pardon murder thee: s 1 pronounce,
from bhimselfet and charge all good men to
Though you, and al the rest gabhore thee as an excommunicate
so grossely led, person,
This iugling witcheraft with (IRe ve65-99)

reuennue cherish,
Yot I alone, alone doe me
oppose
Against the Pope, and count
his friends my foes.
Pands Then by the lawful
power that I have,
Thou shalt stand curst and
excommunicate,
And blessed shall de he that
doth reuolt
From his Allegeance to an
heret »
And meritorious shall that
hand be call'd,
Canonized and worship'd as
a saint,
That takes away by any secret
course
Thy hateful life.
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One may observe in the passages quoted at length above that
there are verbal parallels between Shakespeare's King John
and The Iroublesome Haigne in the seene of John's excommuni-
cation, It is to be suggested that Shakespesre possibly
relied heavily upon his source, not only for situation (the
theme of the excommunication) but for phrasing as well,
because he was consclous of the faect that the subject dealt
with herein was, at best, a tenuous one which demanded care
and attention in its presentation, Whatever his reasson, it
is apparent that he has made much use of the comparable scene
in its action and phraseclogy in The Troublesome Hailgne.
FParther in this same scene in both plays, one may note addi-

tional verbal parallels:

Pand ip of Frange on ¢ s Stay K of s 1

per of a curse 'lﬁgirgo.{huo oyn no

Let goe the hand of that With him that stands accurst
Arch-heretique, of God and men,

And reise the power of France (IR v.63-6l)

Vpon his head,
Vnless he doe submit himself

to .
%EEFEII.1.120-23)
In the plot in both plays, war is next declared; and
John sends his cousin back to England to ransack the abbeys
for funds with which to maintain his army afoot, In the
orders which he, thus, gives to the Bastard, there ocecur,
again, perallels between the two plays:
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—!*.. Cosen away f"'m_ﬁo s » o Wo will to England

te before,

And ere our coming see thou And take some order with our
shake the bags Popelings there,

Of hoording Abbots, lmprisonedThat swell with pruo. and fat
angells of lay mens lands,

Set at libertie: the fat ribs I make thee thief in
of peace affaire,

Must by the hungry now be Ransack the Abbeys, Cloysters,
fed vpon: Priories,

Vse our Commission in his Conuert thelr coyne vanto my
vt.nat force, souldiers vse:

Belle, Booke & Candle, And whatsoere he be within
11 not driue me back, my land,
thn gold and lil"’ becks That goes to Rome for lustice
me to come and for law,
(K3 nx.u.zo-z‘l) While he may haue his right
within the Realme,

Let him iludgde a traltor to the
State,
And suffer as an enemie to

Mother, Io'loau- you here
beyond the seas,

As Regent of our Proulnces
in France , .

(IR 1x.15-27)
Later in III, Shakespeare in King John expands the scene from
The Iroublesome Raigne in the episode in which he shows John
making sly suggestions teo Hubert concerning the removal of

Arthur from the court:

« I had a thing to say, © s o o While we to
ut let it goe: . « « and and take a aspeedie

If that thou couldst see me courase,

without eyes, And thanke our God that gaue vs
Heare moe without thine esares, victorie,

and make reply de Burgh take Arthur
Without a tongue, vsing céon- re to thee,

celt alone, Be he thy prisoner: Hubert
Without eyes, eares, and harm- keepe him safe,

full sound of words For on his life doth hanf thy
Then, in despight of brooded Soueraignes crowne,

watehfull day, But in his death consists thy

Soueraignes blisse;
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I would into thy bosome poure Then s A8 thou shortly
my thoughts hears om me,

But (ah) I will not, yet I So vse the prisoner I haue
loue thee well, given in charge

And by my troth, I thinke « Frolick yong Prince,
thou lou'st mw well, ough I your keeper bee,

Hub, S0 well, that what you Yet shall your keeper liue at
bld me wvndertake, your command,

Though  that my death were « As please my God, so
adiunct to my Aet, become of me,

By heauen I would doe it, (IR, 1x.30-38)

lohn, Doe not, I know
thou wouldst? <

00" ' lmﬂm!!u Hubert

hine eye
On yun ymng boy: Ile tell
thee what my friend,
He is e very serpent in my

WBY,

And wheresoere this foot of
mine doth tread

He lies before me! dost thou
vnderstand me?

Thou art his keeper,

And Ile keepe him so,
Tha shall not offend your

Md esty.
* ‘Eontha
« My Lord,
A graue,
.'Ho lhnll not liue.

R u':nfﬂ.ue ;83%5‘)—&’

In Shakespeare's King John, Fandulph next approaches
the Dauphin with the suggestion that Lewis delay in his
attempt to rescue Arthur and leave Arthur alone with John.
Shakespeare has developed thls scene from The Troublesome
Raigne and has the wily Legste bribe Lewis with the thought

of becoming King of England:
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g!ﬁ Are not you grieu'd %:n Lewes, thy fortune
t is his prisoner? with happie spying,

. artily as he is Our holy Fathers prayers
Pg d he hn:?n hhi . off.:uthttu;:

+ Your de is all as s safe, t John alone
—;%uthruu as your blood, % him,
Now heare me speske with a Thy title next is fairst to

propheticke spiritl Crowne:!
For euen the breath of what Now st thy Father to begin
I meane to speake, with

Shall blow each dust, each The Fope sayes I, and so is

straw, each little rub Albien thine.
Out of the path which shall (m x.36-43)
directly lead

Thy foote to Sngland's throne,
and therefore Market

John hath seiz'd Arthur, and it
cannot be,

That whi.hl warme life playes in
that infanta velnes,

The mlis-plae'd Iohn nlwuld enter-
taine an houre,

One minute, nay one guiet breath
of rest.

A Scepter snateh'd with an
varuly hand,

Must be as boysterously main-
tain'd as fain'd.

And he that stands vpon &
slipp'ry place,

Makes nice of no vilde hold
to stay him wp:

That Iohn may stand, then
Arthur needs must fall,

S0 be it, for 1t cannot be
but so,

M.ButmtlhAHIpmw

AL L

neh your wife,
May then make all the clalme
that Arthur did,
o and loose it, life and
» a8 Arthur did, ., .
May be he will not touch yong

But elfe safe in his

prisorment,
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0 Sir, when he shall
are of your approach,
If that yong Arthur be not
gone alreadle,
Euen at that nﬂn- he dles ., .
(EJ III,111,126-463 163-67)

In the same eplsode in both plays, Constance laments
the capture of Arthur by the Lnglish, Shakespeare has added
a noticeable amount of materiasl to this seene: first, the

wild grief, and next, the sorrow of resignation in Constmee's
feeling that she will never see her son, againt

Con, Greefe fils the roome ggg; My tongue is tunde to
of absent childe: orie forth mishap:

P

Lies in ﬁl bed, walkes vp When did I breath to tell a
and downe with me pleasing tale?

Puts on his pretty iooku. Must Constance speake: let

repeats his words, teares preuent her talke:

Remembers me of all his Must I discourse? 1lit Dido
gracious parts, sigh and say,

Stuffes out his vacant garmentsShe weepes again to heare
with his forme; the wrack of H

Then, haue I reason to be fondTwo words will serus, and then
of griefe? my tale 1s done:

Fareyouwell: had you such a Elmors proud brat hath robd me
losse as I, of my Sonne.

I could giue better comfort (IR x.24-30)

then you doe.

I will not keepe this form
vpon my head,

When there is such disorder
in my witte:

0 Lord, my boy, my Arthur,
1 faire somne,

My H-. ioy, my food, my

tho world:

My widow-comfort, and my sor-

rowes ocure,
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In King Jobn and The Iroublesome Raigne, Hubert de
Burgh receives a warrant from the king commanding him to
put out Arthur's eyes. In The Troublesome Raigne, the
anonymous author has made Arthur a young manj hence, he
pleads for his eyes in the manner of a young magistrate in
eourt; convineing Hugh that his salvation depends upon his
display of merey. In King John, Shakespeare, by having
Arthur a sweet, appealing child, develops the character so
that Arthur's pleading with Hubert becomes heartbreaking,
Hugh cannot control his emotions and resolves to save Arthur's

eyesight at the risk of his own life:
Hub, Reade heere yo % What, must T die.

e « « Can you not rn No newes of death, but
Is it not faire writ? tidings of more hate,
Ar, Too fa .:L for A watehfull doome, and most
effect,

so f vnlucke fate:
Must you with hot Irons, burneDeaths dish were dainte at so
out both mine eyes? fell a feast,
Hub, Yong Boy, I must, Be deafe, heare not, its hell
ﬁ. And will you? to tell the rest,
o And I will Arthur, Alas thou wrongst my
Art, Hmie you the heart? youth with words of feare,
s & « Will you put out mine Tis hell, this horror, not for
eyes? one to heare:
These eyes, that neuer did, What 1s 1t man if it must needes
nor neuer shall be don,
So much as frowne on you, Act 1t, and end 1t, that the
« I have sworne to do 1t: pelne were gon,
with hot Irons must I « I will not chaunt sueh
burn them out, . « » with l{‘tmgn.,
Arts, 0O saue me Hubert, saue Yet must I aect the courage with
me: my eyes are out my hand,
Euen with the fierce lookes My heart my head, and all my
of these bloody men, powers beside,

Hub, Giue me the Irom I say, To aide the office haue at once
and binde him heere, denide.
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what neede you Peruse this letter, lines of

o 8o bo strous routh? treble woe,
I will not struggle, I will Read ore my charge, and pardon
stand stone still: when you know. « « »
For heuen sake let « Ah monstrous demned man,
me not be s very breath infects the
Nay heare me ]nhg;g, driue elements,
these men away, Contaglous venyme dwelleth in
And I will sit as quiet as his heart,
a Lambe, Effecting means to poyson all
- I will not stirre, nor wineh, the world., . « »
nor speake a word, Ah Hubert, makes he thee his
Nor looke wvpon the Iron instrument
angerlys To sound the tromp that causeth
Thrust but these men away, hell triumph? , « .
and Ile forglue you, Hell Hubert, trust me all the
What euer torment you do plagues of hell
pus -. too. Hangs on performance of this
@ ‘m‘d d..d‘. » e« @
ggg. “Gome (Boy) prepare the case is hard,
your selfe, To loose saluation for a Kings
g&go Is there no remedie? L & &
« YNome, but to lose your Hub, But that seme Essence hath
eyes, ordaind a law,
Art., O heuen: that there A death for gullt, to keepe the
were but a moth In yours, world in awe, « .+ »
A graine, a dust, a gnat, &8 I faint, I feare, my consclence
wandering halre, bids desist:
Any annoyance in that precliousFyint did I say, deare was it
sense: that I named?
Then feeling what small thingsMy King commaunds, that werrant
are boyaterous there, sets me free:
Your vilde intent must needs But God forbids, and he come
seem horrible. maundeth Kings,
+ Is this your promise? That great Ou-nund.r counter=
o too, hold your toong. ehoakn ny ¢
Hub, Well, see to liue: I He stayes my hand, "he maketh
will not touch thine eye, soft my heart,
For all the Treasure that Goe cursed tooles, your office
thine Vnekle owes, is exempt,
Yet am I sworne, and I did Cheere thee yong Lord, thou shalt
purpose, Boy, not loose an eye,
With this same very Irom,.to Though I should purchase it with
burn them out. losse of l1life,
« 0 now you looke like Ile to the King, end say his will
i) ¢« You were disguis'd., 1= dono . e
. Poace! no more, . . 111-35:%9353'52360°613
s pretty childe, sleepe 6-67377-013120-

doubtlesse, and secure,



That for the wealth of
world,

Will not offend the.

0 heauenf I thanke you

83351093 1232357 1eb-

The actual coronation scene takes place in The Troublesome
Raigne ("Enter the Nobles end crowne King Iohn, and then
erie God saue the Eing."), but this sequence is merely
alluded to in Shakespeare's play for the purpose, one

assumes, of expediting the astion,

The following scene, in both plays concerns & gathering
of the lords who ask a faver--the release of Arthur--which
King Jolm, then grants:

s« » +» my selfe and « A boon my Lord, at vaun-
hem s « « heartily request of your worlds
Th'! infranchisement of Arthur,We aske to guerdon all our
whose restraint loyalties, . .
Doth mous the murming lips of John, My word is past, receiue
discontent your boone Lords,
To breaske into this dangerous What may 1t be? Aske it, and
argument , . . let it be it is yours,
our sulite, g“g. We erauve my Lord, to
That you haue bid vs aske his please the Commons with
livertie , . .+ The libertie of Lasdie Constance
John, Let it be so3 I do Sonne?
commit his youth ¢« s« » Dismigse him thence, your
To your direction . . . . Highnes needes not feare,

(,g-xv 11,51-55363-6 Twice by consent you are pro-
70) elaimd our King . . .
¢ Your words haue searcht
center of my thoughts,

Confirming warrant of your
loyalities,

Dismisse your counsell, sway
my state, Let John doo nothing
but by your consents.

n11.108-09§1.1h-117:
-223 125-20
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In the sction which feollows, Hubert de Burgh seeks
the presence of King John in order to inform him that Arthur
is dead, 1In The Troublesome Haigne, the news is roughly
divulged, but in Shakespeare's King Johm, Hubert and the
King go aside to communicate in secret:
- Jobne Hubert,; what newes withiub, Acecording to your High-

you? nes otrickt command
Feme This i3 the man should Yong Arthurs eyes are blinded
o the bloody deed: and extinet,
He shew'd his warrant to a « Why so, then he may

friend of mine 4 « « « sele, for of the extreame
e The colour of the King paine,
th come and go Within one hower gaue he wp
Betweene his purpose and his Ghost,
consclence , 5 « « L oan,
Fem, And when it breakes, I

eare will issue thence ohn, Then with him dye my cares,
The foule corruption of a sggex, Now loy betide thy soule.
sweet childes death. Fembrooke, And heauens reuenge
e We cannot hold more thy death,
ties strong hand, s What haue Lou done my
Good Lords, although my will rd? Was euer heard
to glue, 1s liuing, A deede of more inhumane con-
The suite which you Sunnd ’
is gone, and dead, Your foes will curse, your
He tels vs Arthur is deceas'd friends will crle reuenge,
to night. Unkindly rage more rough than
Sal, I we heard how Norshern winde,
neere his death he was, Teo the beautlie of so
Before the childe himselfe sweete a flower,
felt he was sicke: What in vs for mercle on
This must be answer'd either a fauls,
heere, or hence, When kindman dyes without
dohe Why de you bend such impeach of cause,
solemne browes on me? As you haue done, so come to
Think you I beare the 3Sheerea ch you with,
of destiny? The guilt shall neuer be cast
Have I commandement on the- me in my teeth,
pulse of life? (IR, x111,207-226)

S8al, It 1s apparent foule~
play, and 'tis shame



That Greatnesse should so grossely
offer 1%;
S0 thriuwe it in your game, and so
farewell,
Pen, Stay yet (Lord Salisbury)
Ile go with thee,
And finde th'inheritance of this poore
H1 I:u?'nm.- of a £
5 ttle a forced grauve.
That blood which ow'd the bredth of
' all this Ile,
Three foot of it doth hold , . . &
(BJ 1IV.11,70-102)

In IV,11, of King John, Shakespeare merely introduces
the Prophet, Peter of Fomfret, who predicts that King John
will relinquish his erown before Ascension Day, In The
Iroublesome Ralgne, xiii, the role of Feter is fully de~
veloped in a prominent episode in the sction,

With Iv,111, of King John the parallels begin with

Ihe Troublesome Halgne, Fart II. The first such parallel
between the plays concerns Arthur's attempted escsape:

Apr, The Wall is high, and yet Now helpe good hap to
;111 I leape d-mo: A":rthnl'nla. entent,
Good ground be pittifull, and Crosse not my youth with any

hurt me not: more extresmes:

There's few or none do know I venter life to gaine my
mo, if they did, libertie,

This Ship-boyes semblance hathAnd Af I die, worlds troubles

'd me quite, haue an end,

I am afrside, and yet Ile Feare gins digswade t.e
venture 1t, strength of my resolue,

If I get downe, and deo not~ My holde will daile, and then
breake my limbes, alas I fell,

Ile finde a thousand shifts toAnd if I fall, no question
get away; death is next:

As good to dye, and goj as Better desist, and liue in
dye, and stay. prison still,
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Oh me, my Vnckles spirit 1s Frison said I? nay rather
in these stones, death than so:
num uko soule, and Comfort and courage come

8. ine to me
k”fv'!u.:.— fisa Ihmmtm sure: tis but
a leape for life,

He leapes, and brusing his
bones, after he was from
his traunce, speakes
thus s o & »
(2IR.141-11)
Becoming disgusted with King John, the English lords
search for the body of Prince Arthur, In King Jobm, the
Bastard (dispstched by John to persuade these lords to maine
tein allegiance to the King who thinks Arthur reslly lives)
arrives upon the scene only a short time before Pembroke,
Begot, and Salisbury discover Arthur's lifelesa body. On
the other hand, in 2 Ihe Troublesome Reigne, Pembroke,
Essex, and Salisbury are alone when they come upon Arthur's

corpse, although Hubert enters scon after the grim discoveryt

« Once more to day well & n;n»uorm
met, distemper'd Lords, and of
The King by me requesta your We must be om 1l in our
presence atraight, pollicie
The king hath dispossestTe wndermine the kepers of
elfe of vs, this place,
We will not lyne his thine £lse shall we neuer find the
bestained cloake Princes grauve,
With our pure Honors: nor I%m. Lord eof ESssex
attend the foote ne ug for that,
That leasues the print eof I warrant you 1t was not
blood where 1t walkes., closely done.
Returne, and tell him so:? But who is this? lo lords the
we know the worst. withered flowre

Bast., What on {mthinko. Who in his life shinde like
good words 1 were the Mornings blush,
best, +» s+ Calf out a doore, denide his
buriall right,



« This is the prison:
t is he lyes heere?

P. Oh death, made prm with

pure & princely beu
The earth had not a ho o to
hide this deede,
Sal, Murther, as hating
at Mmuo hath done,
Doth lay it open to vrge on
; reuenge,
Big, Or when he doom'd
his Beautie to a grauve
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A pray for birds and beasts
to gorge vpon,
0 ruthfull spec~
s O lllnnd deede}

linnti.o my very
"’hurt doth bloolo

!li’]p 2:::: lglldilh :onron
raue o :
If waterfloods cdﬁ?&liﬁfeh

his life ine,

My eyes should condult foorth
a sea of teares,

Found 1t too prooloul ?rino.lylt pobbs would helpe, or
for a sorrowes serue the turne,
Sel. !hin is the bloodiest My heart should volie out

shame, The Wildest Saua-
gery, the vildest stroke
That euer wall-ey'd wrath,
eof staring rage
Presented to the tesres of
soft remorse.
P ¢ All murthers paat,
o stand excused in
this s 8 8
It 1s a damned, and
loody worke
The gracelesge action of a
heauy hand,
If that 1t be the worke of

an B
(EJ 1v,111,22-60)

deepe plercing plaints,

But bootlesse wert to breath
as many sighes

As might eclipse the brightest
Sommers sunne,

Heere rests the helpe, n
seruice to his ghost.

Let not the tyrant esuser of
this dole

Liue to triumph in ruthfull
mMASSACTes,

Giue hand and hart, and
and Englishmen to armes,

This Gods decree to wreske vs
of these harmes.

(2IR_ 1.27-50)

In EKing Jobhn, Shakespeare has extended this scene to include
the words of the Bastard to Hubert:

Bas.

lere's a good world: knew you of this

faire work?

Beyond the infinite and boundlesse reach of mercie
If thou dldst this deed of death art y damn'd Hubert.
« Do but heare me sir,
« Ha? Ile tell thee what,

Thou

dnmn'd as blacke, nay nothing 1s so blacke,

Thou art more deepe damn'd than Prince Lucifer:
There 1s not yet se vgly a fiend of hell
As thou shsalt be, if thou dldst kill this ¢ ilde

* » +
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him in thine armes:

'd me thinkes, and loose my way

the thornes, and rs of this world,
How easie dost thou take % »
From forth this morecell of de oyaltie?
The life, the right, and truth of alln:hil

h

Is fled to hesuen, , « «
(Ed 1V,111,120-285 145-51)

Provoked by Arthur's murder, the lords agree %o
sbandon John and to find service under Lewis, the Dauphin
of Fpance, at 5t, Edmund's Bury:

Bige Away, toward Burie to Now say you Lords,
he Dopin there, (] we with speed dispateh
Pe There tel the King, he Vnder our hands a pachket
may inguire vs out, into %
(‘2 IV,111,118-19) Te :ld olphin enter with
his force

To claime the Xingdome for his
proper right,

His title maketh laswful strength
thereto,

Beaides the FPope, on perill of
his cursse,

Hath bard vs of obedience wnto

hﬂ%hﬂl murder, Lewes his
true discent,

As welightle reasons 1f you like
my reede,

To make vs all persesuer in this
deedes,

¢« « « Then each of vs send
straight to his Allyes.

Teo wimme them to this famous

enterprise,

And let vs all yclad in Palmers
weede,

Tb; tenth of April at Saint

ree conver and on the Alter there

Sweare secrecie and ald to this aduls
(2IR 1.61-91396-101)
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One should note that in the Py text of King John,

the aect following IV is also designated as Actus Quartus,
an obvious printer's error,

After Arthur's death, the disaffection of the Nobles
for John, and their decision to meet at St, Edmund's Bury to
Jjoin forces with the Dauphin in his invasion of England,
Shakespeare fails to make use cof materials in 2 The Trouble
pome Raigne, although he does report some of these incidents
later on in Act V of King John, The events from 2 The
Iroublesome Raigne which are merely alluded to in Shakespeares
play are the followings (1) the mental disturbance of King
John and the hanging of Feter of Pomfret (V,1,26«30); the
growing unrest of the English people influenced by the Legates
of the Pope (V.1.,9-10)3 Jolm's surrender of his erown and
diadem to Pandulph (V.1,1); the meeting of the Nobles at St,
Edmund's Bury and their election of Lewis as King of England
(Vel,11=12; 11,1-7)3 and the triumphant reception seccorded
Lewis by the English people when he invades England (V,1%1,104-
05)« Shakespeare's King John, then, returns to £ The
Iroublesome Raigne for closer parallels in iv, of the older
play.

Following his surrender of the erown to Pandulph,

King John receives it once agsin in trust for the Pope in
both plays:
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o« Thus haue I yeelded P !mlt],m thou art
vp inte your hand absolude from all thy
The Cirele of my glory. sinnes,
;;g. Take againe And freed by order from our
om this my hand, as holding Gathers curse.
of the FPope Recelue thy Crowne againe,
Your Souweraigne greatness with this proulso,
and authoritie, . That thou :o-nm true liegeman
lohn, Now keep your ho to the Pope
wrd, go m{ the Frenmch, And ecarry armes in right of
And from bis holinesse vse holy .
all your power . the ssme as
To stop their marches 'fore naunt te the Fope,
we are enflam'd , + « « And thanke your Holines for
(EJ v,1.1-8) cur kindness showne.

s A proper iest, when
must stoop to Friers,
Neede hath no law, when Friers
must be Kings,
(m iv.1-9)

After Jolmn's voluntary subjugation to the Pope,
Pandulph greets the vietorious Lewis end, with the authority
invested in him, commands Lewis to abandon his plans for
conqueast and retwrn to France:

+ Halle noble Prince of Z%ﬁ uFl of France,
%. otorious onqueror,
The next is this: King Iohn Whose sword hath made this

hath reconcil'd Iland quake for fearj
Himselfe to Rome, his spirit rh{'rmudnu to fight for

is come in, ly Rome,
That so stood out against the Shalbe remunerated te the fullg

holy : But know Lord, K, Iohn is
The great H.i:;opolil and Sea now nbu:i\ub, '

of Rome: The FPope is pleasde, the Land
Therefore thy threatning is blest agen,

Colours now winde wvp, - And thou hast brought each thing
And tame the sauage spirit to good effect.

of wilde warre, It resteth then that thou withe

That 1like a Lion fostered vp draw thy powers,
at hand,
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It may lie gently at the And quietly returne to Fraunge
foot of peace, againest
And be no further harmefill For all is done the Pope would
then in shewe, wish thee doo.
(H V.11,69-109) (m"-'ezh'BJ)

Exhilarated by his triumphant entry into England,
however, Lewis refuses to cbey the Chureh, and announces
his continuing cleaim to the throne of England, In King
dobn, Shakespeare extends the incident of Lewis's defiance
of the Chureh,; putting contempt for Rome into Lewis's

speeches?

Dgls Your Grece shall pardon o But als not done that
me; I will not backet s came to doo,
I am too high~borne to be Why hath K, Philip
proportied sen sonne
To be & secondary at controll And been at such excessiuve
Or vsefull seruing-man, and [ in warres,
Instrument To be dismist with words? K,
To any Soue. State shall know,
t the world, is mine, and he vsurps
Your breath first kindled the my right,
dead coale of warres, (2IR iv,34-50)

Betweene this ochastiz'd king-
dome and my selfe,

And t in matter that
s feed this fire;

And now 'tis farre to huge
to be blowne out

With that same weake winde,
which enkindled it:

You taught me how to know the
face of right,

Aoquainted me with interest
to this Land,

Yea, trust this enterprize

to my heart
And come ye now ‘o tell me
hath made

His peace with Rome? what ias

that pesce toc me?



I (by the honour of marrisge
ved) -

After yong elaime this
Land for .

And now 1t is halfe conquer'd
must I backe

Because that hath made his
poace with

Am I Romes slaue? What pemny
hath Rome borne?

What n:n provided? What munition
sen

To vm.r-.u this oharge? Who
else but I

And such as to my claime are
liable

Sweat in ihu businesse, and
maintaine this warren,

(EJ V.11,79-109)

The Bastard challenges Lewis as the representative
of France to all-out war. He upbraids the traitorous
English barons for destroying their own homeland, In Eing
dobn, Shakespeare assigns speeches of bombast to the Bastard:

Bast. By all the bloud that ue* Fm what
mrﬁuv breathtd tls thc Frince

The youth saies well, Now and the Crown of
heare our King,

For thus hils tie doth But such a title as the FPope
speake in -u confirmde

He ia puzu'd, and reason The Prelate now lets fall his
to he s fained claime:
This apish md vomannerly EP‘ is but the agent for the

approach, ope,
This harness'd Maske, and Then must the Dolphin cease,

vnaduised Reuwell, sith he hath ceast:

This vn=heard saweinesse and But cease or no, 1t greatly
boyish Troopes, matters not

The xinhduth smile at, and If you my Lords and Barrons
is well prepar'd of the Land

To whip th.u dwarfish warre, Will leaue the French, and
this Pigmy Armes eleaue vnto your King.



From out the eirele of his
Territories,
That hand whiech had the

[

To cudgell you, and make you
take the hateh,

To dive like Buckets in con-
cealed Welles,

To erowch in litter of your
stable plankes,

To lye like pawnes, lock'd
vpP in chests and truncks,

To hug with swine, to seeke
sweet safety out

In vaults and prisons, aad
to thrill and shake

Euen at the erying of your
Nations ecrow,

Think this voyce an arned

shman,

Shall that vioteim hand

be feeb

And 1like an h;h. o're his
Ayerie towres,

To sowsse lnmunu that
comes neare his Nestj

And you hgtncuh. you ingrate

Y Hero!
wm ero's, ripping

deere Mother-ingland;

of
gluh for shame;

For your owne Ladies, and
Pale-visag'd Maldes,
Like come tripping

]

]

Their thimbles into armed
Gantlets change,

Their Needl's to Lances, and
their gentle hearts

Your selues
th, suen at your dore

78

For shame ye peeres of England,
suffer not
your honours, and
your to fall:
bur’ wits meselned Shewghts beate
back the French,
And free the Land from yoke of

serul tude,

s » s« Comfort my Lord, and
curse the cmiuxi

Be take your selfe to K;-...,
my Stroupes are prest

To answere with a lustie
shocke:?

The English Archers hauve their

uers full,

Their bowes are bend, the pykes
are prest to push:

God cheere my Lord, K, Richards

fortune

Upon the plume of warlike Philips
helme

Then let them know his brother
and his sonne
Are leaders of the Englishmen

et armes,
}_q- Ehilip I know not how
o answere theet
But let va hence, to answere
Lewes pride.

(m iv.51=-6l} 79-87)

To rum and bloedy inclination

‘n 7.11.128-59 )
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Ill with fever, King John leaves the battlefield and

is carried toward Swinstead Abbey. In King John, V, one
discovers a confusion of parallels to 2 The Iroublesome

Raigne, some staged, some reported:
Q ".th J « Set downe, set downe the
u? oh n oad not worth your paln,
g# Badly I rom; For done I am with deadly
ares your Malesty? wounding griefe:
+» This Feauer that hath Sieckly and succourles, hopeles
oubled me so long, of good,
Lyes heaule on mej oh, my The world hath wearied me, and
heart is sicke, I haue wearied it:
%&wﬂ your valiant It loaths I liuve, I liue and
loath my selfe , « « «
Desires your Malestie to gng;*. How fares my Lord, that
leaus the fleld, 8 taryed thus,
And send him werd by me, Not all the aukward fortunes
which you go, yet befalne,
o Tell him toward Made such impression of lament

ted to the Abbey there. 1in me,
+ Be of good comfort: for Nor euer did my eye attaynt

he great supply my heart

That was oxpuud by the With any obleet mouing more
g nigh s st Bohaditing of & miahl

Are hr« ts ago now be 2 a Yy
on Godwin sands, king,

This news was brought to Borne by his Lords in such dise

but euen now, tressed state,

The fight coldly, and _up. What news with thee, if

retyre themselves, d, report it stralte:
Aye me, this tyrant ir ri:od. be mute, it doth but

eausr burnes me vp, tter me,

And will not let me welceme _Fhilip.. + « « The brauest bow-
this good newes, man had not yet sent forth
Set on toward Swinsted: to my Two arrowes from the quiuver at

Litter straight, his side,

Weaknesse possesseth me, and But that a rumor went throughout

am falint . our Campe,
(KZ.V.111,1-19) That was fled, the King had
le fl.ld. . e
And like the Lamb before the
greedie Wolfe,
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So hartlesse fled our warmen from

the feeld,
Johne « » « My feuer growes,
t ague shakes me sol
Now fearre to Swinstead, ¢ +
(2IR vi,lhy-61)

When Lord Melun is fatally wounded, he searches out
the Lords and warns them of Lewis's treachery:

n%. I did not thinke the
Pen. once againe: put
spirit in the French,
Irttm miscarry: we miscarry
oo
“fhu um.ostoa diuell

In .p a t of l]::;ht. alone

gg They say King sore

sick, hath left ¢ ield.

m. Lead me to the Reuolts

heere.
When we were happile,

vo had other names.

s« It is the Count

¢ Wounded to death,

s Fly Neoble English, you

are b t and seold,

Vnthred the rude eye of
Hebellion,

And welcome home againe
discarded falth,

Seske out King and
fall before eete!

For if the French be Lords
of this loud day.

He meanes to recompence t!n
paines you take,

By cutting off your heads:

thus hath he sworne
Vpon the Alter at S, kﬁr
bury,

so stor'd with friends,

s O I am slaine, Nobles,
alsb » FPembrooke
My soule 1s charged, heare me:!
3 for what I l;y b
onrernes the Peeres Sngland
snd their State,
Listen, bu::]:-lmh. a fearfull
’
To be delivered by a man of
o Peeres of Eagland, kn
eeres oW you
what you doo,
Theres but & halre that sundera
yeu from harme,
The hooke is bayted, and the
traine is made,
And simply you runne boating
to your deaths,
But least I dye, and leaue
1 tale untolde,
With silence slaughtering so
brave a orew,
This I auverre, if Lewes win
the ‘I’g
Theres not an Englisiman that
1ifts his hand
Against King John to plant the
heire of Fraunce,
But 1s already damnd to oruell
death,
selfe

I heard it vowd; my
amongst the rest

Swore on the Altar ald to this

Bdict.

(n Ve 1=23)



Euen on that Altar, where we
swore te you
Dere Amity, and euerlasting

loue,
(EJ Veiv,1-23)

After the retreat of the English army before the French, the
English gather to cross the Lincoln Washes, All of the men
carriages, supplies, horses, and riches of King John are
swallowed by the tilde:

With=hold thine indig- ll*lh- When in the morning our
r

nation, mighty heauen, oupes did gather head,

And tempt ve not to beare Paass the washes with our
abous our power, sarriages,

Ile tell thee halfe The impartiall tyde deadly and
my power this night inexorable,

Passling these Flats, are Came raging in with billowes
taken by the Tide. threatning death,

These Lincolne~Washes haue And swallowed up the most of
deuvoured them, all our men,

¥y selfe, well mounted, My selfe vpon a Galloway right
hardly haue eugs'd. free, well pacde,

(EJ Vevih2-7 Cut stript the flouds that

followed waue by waue,
I so escapt to tell this
tragick tale,

(228 vi.46-54)
In both plays, there are several reports of the
poisoning of King John by a monk at Swinstead Abbey:
Hube The Eing I feare 1is Bast. What oheers my Liege,

oyson'd by a Monke, your cullor gins te change,

I left him almost speechlesse, s+ So doth my life, 0
and broke out ’ I am poysond,

To acqualint you with this The @, the Deuill, the poy-
euill, that you might son gins to rage,

The better arme you to the It will depose my selfe & King
sodaine time, from raigne.

Then 1f you had at leisure (2IR viil L3-47)

knowne of this,
Bagt. How did he take it?



who did taste to him?
Hub, A Monke I tell you, a
resclued villaine
Whose Bowels sodainly burst
out: The King
Yot speakes, and peraduenture mey
recouer,
s Who didst thou leaue
0 tend his Malesty?
Hub, Why know you not? The
Lords are cone backe,
And brought Prince Henry in
thelir companie,
At whose request the king
hath 'd them,
And they are sbout his Malestle,
(EJ Vevi,28-41)

After King John dies, his son beccmes the next monarch,

King Henry., Lewls is constrained and eventually compelled
to forsake his war agalnst England:

Sal. It seemes you know not Deolphin, Falth P this I
then so much as we, say: It bootes not me,

The Cardinall is Nor any Prince, nor power of
within at reast, Christendome

Who halfe an houre asince To seeke to win this Iland
came from the Delphin, H,

And brings from him such Unles have a partie in the
offers of our peace, Realme

As we with honor and respect By treason for to help him in
may take, his warres.,

With purpose presently to The Peeres which were the
leaue this warre, partie on my side,

(EJ V.vil1,85-09) Are fled from me: then bootes
not me to fight,
But on conditions, as mine
honour wills,
I am contented to depart the
Realme,

(IR 1x.,25-33)
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Both Shakespeare's King John and 2 The Zroublesome
Raigne also show King John as he is dying at Swinstead
Abbey, His miscreant Lords have returned to his alleglance
and have sworn fealty to young King Henry at his father's
death, Both Shakespesre and the author of the anonymous
play conelude their dramas with a tribute to Sngland and
national unity, In both plays, these lines are assigned
to the reole of the Bastard:

Baste This Zngland neuer did Let England liue but
nor neuer shall ) within it selfe,

Lye at the proud foote of a And all the world can neuer
congueror, wrong her 3tate ., , .

But when it first did helpe If m;‘u Peeres and people
to wounde it selfe, ioyne one,

Now, these her Prinees are Nor Pope, nor Fraunce, nor
come home againe, Spaine can doo them wrong

Come the three corners of (2IR u.ns-su)

the world in Armes,
And we shall shocke them:
naught shall make ve rue,
If & and to it selfe, do
but true,
(EJ Vevii,121-27)

The textual study of Shakespeare's King John proves
conclusively that he made use of } & 2 The Troublesome
Raigne, an anonymous play of 1591, as his main source, com-
preassing twenty-two scenes of the two-part play into the
space of five acts, mliry_in; character and manipulating

chronoleogy to serve his own stage interests, While one
detects only minor instances in which Shakespeare has relied
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upon the exset wording of his source, a parallel study of
these drams indicates that Shakespeare did rewrite the
older play, almost line by line, thereby providing one
the opportunity of observing Shakespeare's work habits and
method of composition and skill in the management of
drematic event,
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