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CHAPTER I
IXTRODUCTIOX

In surveying the recent histories of the Latin
American and Caribbean nations one can only conclude that
revolution and counter-revolution are not unusual ocour-
rences, 3Since 1948, revolts have erupted in Argentina,
Bolivis, Colombia, Costa Ricem, Cuba, the Dominicen Republio,
El Salvador, Guatemsla, Hondurss, Feru, and Venezuela. The
traditionnl petiern of these conflicts has usuelly centered
upon the substitutlon of one strong man for another stroag
man, with each of the contestants dedicated to the preserva-
tion of the patriclan class. An individuel could gain
ultimate political ascendancy by control of the national
army, and by convincing the people that he had the desired
messlanic qualities that Letin Americans look for in theilr
government personnel.

The latest revolution in Cube is somewhat contradic-
tory to the characteristlc mold met by her sister nations.
It 1s true that the battle between the strong men existed
in Cuba in the early 1950's, but instead of both of the
contesting leadere representing the aristooratic land-
owning class, one was devoted toc upholding the gtatus quo,
whlle the other allegedly champloned the aspirations of the



lower income groups. This intensified the political
quarrels, and class war was initiated.

When the govermment in Cuba finally changed hands,
soclal, political, and economic changes resulted. To the
serious student of clvilization, these alterations are
worth more attention than has been previously given to
them. If they prove to be an ungqualified sucoess, then
those nations, especislly in Seouth Americea, that live in
perennial unrest, may attempt to imitate the Cuban cultural

revolution. This could bring far-reaching consequences.
I. THE HISTORICAL EBACKGROUND OF TH® REVOLUTION

The tragedy of modern Cuba began to unfold on March
10, 1952, when a military goup 4' éi&l headed by Fulgencio
Batiste grasped control of the government. From that date
until the first months of 1959, many individusals, groups,
and political comlitions sought to overthrow the illegal
regime in order to restore oonstitutional rule. An early,
persistent leader advocating revolution was s young Havans
lawyer named Fidel Osstro. On October 16, 1953, during his
trial on charges of treason for his bloody aesault on the
Moncada Barracks, he clearly stated his cese. Before Judge
Manuel Urrutlis, he reasoned:
The first revolutionery law gives back to the people
its movereignty and proclaims the 1940 Constitution to
be the true and supreme law of the land until the people

decide to change or modify it; for the purvose of re-
establishing that Constitution and of punishing in an
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exemplary way such as have betrayed it, and in view of
the inexistence of any popularly elected instrument to
carry out saild purposes, the revolutlonary movement,
considering itself the momentary incarnation of that
populer sovereignty that is the only source of leglti-
mats power; assumes 2ll the rights inherent to populer
soverelgnty with the sole exceptlion of the right to
modify the Constitution, but including the power to
exsoute, the power to legisleate, the power to Judse.l
Many such extreme politicel statements unfolded and
matured in the late fiftles. To counteract them, Fresident
fatista graduslly permitted token liberties to the populace,
while simultaneously intensifying efiorts to persecute
organized politicel opposition. In order to keep this un-
savory news from the citizens, the dictetor exercised periodiec
censorship over the various mass communicatlions media in
Cuba. Only occaslonally would brave individuals report that
people "had fingernails ripped off . . . eyes gouged out . .
/and thay/ fathers and husbends /were/ tortured and besten
until they were dead."? Toward the end of the decadent decade
secret socletliea were formed to counteract such atrocitles.
The organizers of the groups obviously hoped they could
either force the former army sergeent to cease using these
methods or that they could compel him to abdicate., Suffering

seven years of governmental turmoll, laced with sporadic

liuoted from Manuel Antonio de Varons, T Drens
Qube (Miami: Royal Palm Printers, 1952), pp..13-§4 o

2Harold H, Martin, "Can Cestro Save Juba," 3a
Evening Post, Vol. OCXXAII, No. 5 (August 1, 1959), p. 40.
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military encounters, Batista declded on the latter course
of sction. The President once agsin raided the nation's
tressury and ended his political migraine for good by
fleeing to the Dominican Republic.

The news of the flight of the Bastianas quickly
reached Major Fidel (Csstro, who was tucked securely away in
the mountains of the Slerra Maestra. In order to appear as
the man~of-the=hour, Castro hurriedly made plans for a
viotory parade. Along with his bearded and weary revolution-
ary entourage, he began a seven=day march to Camp Columbia,
which convenliently passed through the small rural villages
that dot the interior of the i1sland. Although he did not
deserve all the honors accorded him by the townspeople, he
graclously accepted the enthusiastlic cheers of the inhabitants.
To the older generations of Cubans, he was likened to a
political messieh -= one who would at long last restore
peace and stability. The younger generation saw Fidel as
& shining and noble hero -- one who might don with honor
the mantle left by Jose Martl almost a century before.

Peace and tranqullity did not return to Cuba., As
time passed, and politicel and soolel conditions did not
return to normel, the professional and intellectusl segments
of soclety became disenchanted. They had only loosely sup-
ported the revolution in the first place, and now with the
new govermment refusing to hold elections, they feared the

worst. Some of this group quletly, dut signifioantly,
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assarted that Castro was not interested 1n restoration.
Instead, 1t was rumored that he was plotting to expand the
originel revolution.

Gradually this disillusiomment spread to the other
classes. As days lengthened into months, and conditlons
becanme even more chaotlc, the concept of revolution was again
coming to the conversational surface of everyday life.
Rumerous seoret socletlies sprang up all over the nation
dedicated to the destruction of the revolutionary govern=-
ment. Seeing his position threatened, Castro responded with
severity. He determined to wipe out the disloyal elements,
Just as his predecessor head done. As perseoution and terror
cast its long shadow over the island of paradox, new bands
of exiles fled from Cuba. With heevy hearts, they sgearched
the adjacent parts of the world for a more untroubled home.

American ilmmigration getes were lowered. Anxlous
refugees corowded into Miami, Florida. At first their
tenporary existence was beerable, because they believed
thet they would be returaning to Cuba. But the news from
the l2land wes not encouresging. As the heavy Iron Curtain
began to descend on their native land, the exiles realized
thet they must spend a prolonged time in the United States,
Thelr Jobs as dishwashers, hotel bellhops, and janitors were
no longer endurable in the light of long tenure in the new

land. In addition, as new refugeee arrived bearing tales
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of the most recent economic and social ruin, the transplanted
Florldians were even more discontented with their nomadic
life. They now looked toward the goverrment of the United
States with hopeful eyes, and wondered 1f 1t would provide
ther with an opportunity to live a more useful and productive
life.

The Anerican govermment did respond to their desires.

In 1963, under the suspices of the Department of Health,
Zducation, and Welfare, & variety of programs were deslgned
to assist the immigrants to improve thelr occupational status,
In February, 1964, the Kansas State Teachers College of
Emporis became & part of this endeavor. A select group of
exiles from the iflami area, endowed wlth Natlionsl Defense
scholerships, were invited to come to the campus and be
retrained for eventuel positions =s lengusge teachers or

as librerians.
JI. THE PROHLEM AND THE TECHNIQUE

This study was inltisted within the Division of Sociel
Sciaences, Keanses State Teachers Oollege. The arrivel of the
Cuban refugees suggested two important reasons for such s
study. First, the future students were & unique collection
of highly educated and respected professlionsl men who formerly
resided 1n e country in which formal diplommstic relations had
ceased with the Unlted States; secondly, from z soclio-historical
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viewpoint these people possessed & first-hand knowledge of
what ooccurs in a soverelgn nation, which by duress and revolu-
tion, has been transformed into & communistic totallitarian
state.

With the foregoing in mind, permission was obtained
by the writer from the sppropriate and responsible aunthorities
to interview the exliles and determine whether a study was
feasible. Two group meetings confirmed its potential value.
To seoure a geographlc sampling, care was exercised to locate
refugees from each of the provinces in Cuba,” Pinally, sixe-
teen people were selected to be interviewed, each voluntarily
egreeing to particlipate. Fifteen of the subjects held post-
graduate degrees from the University of Havana and the other
from Jose Marti University. Fourteen were recipients of the
degree of Doctor of Clvil Laws and the other two men held
the Doctor of Pedagogy degree.

The interviews were accomplished during the months
of Merch, April, May, June, and July of 1964, The "work
sessions" lasted from two to six hours each, depending on
how much information the individual oould provids. ZExocept
in rare ciroumstances, all of the data were obtained in one
sltting. 1In order to eliminate exploratory interviews, the

Sa11 provinces were represented: Camaguey, Havana,
Las Villes, Matanses, Oriente, Santa CJlara.
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refugees were visited in edvance to enable the writer to
determine their qualifications and to decide in what subjects
they possessed the most information. For the first filve
sessions a seml-structured approach was used. Then these
data were orgenized, and checked with other sources for
accurecy. In the next five sessions a tighter semi-structured
technique was employed. The final interviews were totally
structured, although after the formsl interview was terminsted,
time was allotted for discusalon of releted information. All
told, approximetely 40,000 words were recorded.

This thesis was designed (1) to gain further informa-
tion about how the Cuban political revolution waes accomplished;
(2) to 1dentify any changes whlch ocourred in the religilous
1ife of the Cuban people; (3) to gain further information on
the type of educationsl system devised by the Provisional
Goverrment; (4) to discover what effect the revolution had
on the Cuban soclety.

Sinoce a wealth of material on the revolution has
already been published, attentlion wes given to the investiga-
tion of aspects which have not been studied end reported in
detall, With the exception of number one sbove, the time

4For a complete survey of the merits of the unstructured,
semi-structured, and totelly struectured 1nxerview see Barnard

Berelson and Gary 4. Steiner B%EQQ §9¥51§%: ;gxggﬁfzx
Sclentific F;gdigg {TWevw Yora' rcourt, sce, and vorld,

NCe, ) s PP, 5"34-
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period covered wes limited from January 1, 1959 to April
17, 1961, although some overlap does ocour in each of the
sub=divislons. Perlodieslly, additlional sources have been
brought into the thesis (in spite of the case study meth-
odology) to verify, expand, and provide bemcokground knowledge
on the data obtained.



CHAFTER II
PIDEL ! TFIDEL ! PFIDEL !

Even with world publiclty, the true personality of
Fidel Castro has remeined much of a mystery. Since Oastro's
individualism has greatly influenced the eventual direotlon
of the revolution, 1t is important to become at least super=
ficlally familiar with some of his charaoteristies. On the
surface he hes left the impression that he is nervous and
restless., When he wae interviewed by the press in 1959, he
often preferred to have only one reporter confer with him
at a time. Apparently this was because he llked to sit
close to the journalist, and occaslonally touch him with his
hands.l This personal diplomacy turned out to be not only
good salesmanshlip, but it also established excellent pre=ss
relations for him ~~ a press that became most sympathetic
and devoted to his cause.?

In addition to warm personsal mannerisms, Castro also
possessed a magnetic publlc image that was dlsplayed prior
and subsequent to the revolution in mass medla spesches,

He was eapable of holding an audience spellbound for long

lﬂnrbcrt Matthews, "Now Castro Faces the Harder Fight,"
m_{%ws Iimes ¥azazine, Sec., VI, Part 1 (Merch 8, 1259),
Pe .

x survey of the Hew Jork Ilmes for a sixemonth period

d1sclosed that Yotk the men and the revolutlion receilved
extraordinarily favorable ocoverags.
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periods of time. Fothing was left to chance, Before these
speeches, the men from Oriente would personally inspect the
electronic equipment, and see that every microphone end
loud~-speaker was properly placed for maximum effectiveness,”

One of the most umusual cherscteristics of the bearded
revolutionery leader was his likeness t¢ the proverblasl wlll-
of-the=wisp., In one day he would often appear in seversl
provinces of the island, condueting different types of
business in each one., Although not an active member of
the Roman Catholic Church since his boyhood days, close-up
photographs reveal that he would occasionally wear & small
religious medal -- one that he would chew on when he wes
giving the lower tip of his beard a rest.4 Again, this wes
part of a sensltivity in giving the people what they wished.
Rellglous leaders were not unwelcome in Cuba.

The most dominant aspect of Castro's personality is
his tremendous capacity for herd work. The former Latin
Anerican edltor of the New York Iimes has observed, "It is
herd for some to understend how he . . . can work so fever-

ishly for twenty or twenty-one hours a day, every day without

33tatement by Dr. lobert Uohen, personal interview,
December 1, 1964, Dr., Cohen has interviewsd Castro twlce, and
nas prepared two dooumsntary films for lecture tours, and for
showling on educational televi=ion channels.

fiis last visits to Cuba were ia September and October,
1963, and egain in July and August of 1964. Prior to these
visits he obtained inforaatlon from an uncle who had migrated
to the United States after living all of his previous life in Cuba.

“Matthews, "Now Oastro Faces the Harder Fight," p. Tl.
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a break."> This trait was exhibited in his student days in
Havana., At the university he received an appropriate nick-
name which exemplified his long endurance and physical
strength == the Horse. By employing these above~described
assets strategloally, he was able to win fame as e studeat
leader, and thereafter to travel extensively in the United
States, Mexico, Centrsl Ameriocs, and Latin Amexrioca to solicit

personnel and money for his ocause,
I. THE STUDENT MOVEMENT

Fldel started his rise to political prominence as a
university student, a common teohnique with most Cuban
political leaders of the thirties and fortlies, At Havana
University he became a familiar figure to the student body
by his sxtraordinary baseball acoomplishments, and he
developed his partlicipation in atudent groups such as the
Federscion Estudiantil Universitaria, In addition, he achieved
a8 degree of notorlety by his unorthodox and daring exploits
to gain spending money.

In 1942, after leaving the Coleglo La Salle and
Colegio Delores, both Catholic private schools, Castro
enrolled at Coleglo Belen for his high school treining.
Upon graduating in 1945, the yearbook for that institution

5Ibid.
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recorded this statement about his athletlic ability, as well
28 briefly commenting on his scholastic endeavors:

1942-1945, Fidel distingulshed himself always in all
subjects related to letters, His record was ons of
excellence, he wae a true athlete, always defending
with bravery and pride the flag of the school. He ha
known how to win the asdmirstion and affection of =all.

This interest in athletics, pertioularly beseball, continued

at the universityi bhowever, he did not have the self-discipline
needed to properly traln, end to regularly report for scheduled
practices, Instead he began to engage in semi-professional
games, where tralining procedures were less rigorous., By

1946, he showed enough promise that the St. Louis Cerdinal
baseball organization offered him a professionsl oontract.’
For unknown ressons he declined the invitation, but it
probably could be assumed that his lnterest in politics hed
already been whetted, and that it looked more exciting than
playing ball.

In his sophomore yeer, Fidel Joined a group of obsoure

ruffiens who together acquired the name "balls of dirty
greaae."e These ten to fifteen students carrled on an un-

usual program of extra-curriocular activities. First, to

obtaln spending money they would roam the rural areas around

SQuoted from Jules Dubois, F 8 (New York:
The Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc., 1959}, p. 15.

Tstatement by Dr. Kobert Cohen, personal interview.
8ews item in the Migml Patris, March 15, 1960.
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Havens and rob defenselese peasants.’ Secondly, they in-
varizbly wore sidearms to classes, and were capeble of using
them to settle quarrels, to intimidate fellow classmates
they 214 not like, and to coerce unsympathetlic faculty
members into supporting thelr points of view.lo

On Marech 15, 1950 the officisl Cuben exile neswspaper,

published in Mlemi, printed a2 revealing photograph of Castro
during these younger years. The "hero" was depicted in a
sitting position massaging his fest, and the caption under=-
neath, in part, read as follows:

This is the Fidel whom nobody remembers. The one with
the ugly and dirty hablt of taking off his shoes every-
where. With sweating feet and petched and torn socks.
Always touching them. They were as filthy as his feet.ll

According to one who knew him in high school and as

a law student belonging to the Manicatos organigation, Castro's

first flirtation with politics oocourred in 1945. At that time

9Personal interview, see Appendix A, blographioal
sketch number 2. Since many of the exiles interviewed for
this study have relatives still living in Cuba elther im-
prisoned or threatened with prison (eome ere threatened with
Jail sentences simply because they have relatives who have
migrated to the United States), 1t hae been declded not to
reveal the true ldentitles of the psrsons involved. To
ecquaint the reader with some blogrephicsl detells of esch
subjeot, a brief sketch has been placed in the appendix.

Henceforth, personal interviews that were conducted
with the exiles will be cited as personal interview, number .

101pg.

1lrhotogreph and news item in the Misnmi Patris
March 15, 1960, ’
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Dr. Carlos Frio~-Soccoras, the Fresldent of Cuba, increased
the "Havena bus rates from elght to twelve cents per fare."12
This act discriminated against university students., As e
result of this legislation, Cestro visited several student
politicel orgenizations and pleaded with leaders to exhort
the govermment to repesal the abusive law., In additlon, he
gave seversl speeches to groups of independent students.l>
Approximaetely two years later, the political bug bit
Fldel much harder. A close friend, Rafeel Diez Balart,
introduced him to his sister, Mithre, She was from the
same province as PFldel, and, curiously, her father wzg an
important politician., DPerheps in an attempt to eppear more
respectable to her famlly, Castro agltated, not campaigned,
for the presldency of the Havana Unlversity student body.
Kot belng e patlent man, Fidel had his own system of power
politlics. An acquaintance related the following episode:
Castro attempted to galn power by terror., Whille e
wag a student, we called him s gangster. In 1947, I
saw him shoot Leonel Gomez, the president of the student
body of Havena High School. Gomez, associated with the

insane Insurrectionary Revolutionary Union, wes not
killed, but only wounded in the thigh. After this,

12pergonal interview, mumber 8. It should be remembered
in this instance, that in Latin Ameriocan sohools on-campus
houslng 1s ususlly not provided for students. Therefore, the
most convenient and most inexpensive method of transportation
was the city busses.

131pig.
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Castro immediate%y headed for the university grounds to
claim immunity.l

Momenterily falling in student politiocs, Fidel turned
to international affeirs. DIecause of pollice pressure, he
took 2 brief leave from Hevanes and sought refuge in the home
of an ancient genersl nemed Juan Rodricuez.l5 Genersl
Rodriquez had exiled himself from his native lend in order
to raise sn armed force with which he hoped to erase the
Trulillo vower structure 4n the Dominican Republic. The
new erny was to be called the Carlbbean Laegion, a2nd wes in
training on the island of Cayoc Confite. Castro was ilnvited
to Jjoin 1t., Shortly after his arrivel, however, the Cuban
navy discovered what was havvening and invaded the stronge
hold, cepturing many of the marcenaries. Fidel was taken
prisoner along with the others and loaded on = bozt to be
returned tc the mainland, 3ut not caring for two political
defeats in & row, and since he was already wanted by the
govermment in connection with the Gomez incldent, he Jumped
over the side of the ship shouting, "I prefer sharks to

arrest."6 After a lengthy swim to shore, he was interviewed

14Personal interview, number withheld by suthor. It
will be noted thet Gomez was a high school lesder, but these
young men were closely associated with university leaders.
Thus they were within the political framework that Fidel
wae strugzling ageinst,

15Nethaniel Weyl, Red Star Over Cuba (Tew York: The
Devin-Adeir Company, 1960), P. 05

16Peraona1 interview, number 8.
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and photographed by several Cuban newspapermen. The open
defiance of the federal officlals, the exhlbitlon of athletle
provwess, in addltion to s gsnerous portion of foolish courage,
captivated the hearts of many citizens when the story was
published in newspapers. As one refugee stated, "Even at
this early date, Castro received the title of the 'man who
stood alone',"17

By 1943 Oastro commanded a larger following. He made
2 new attempt to galin a position in student govermment,
Never lacking for issues, he initiated a campaign to improve
the lot of Negro students. Thise rsce had obtained a better
economlc position under Ifresident Batista's first adminis-
tration, perhaps becsuss he was part Negroid, bdut still was
discriminated sgainst sooially.18 The particular grievence
at the university stermed from the fact that "Negro students
were barred from officisl representation on athletic teeams."l9
After putting up e hard fight, and attempting several of his
unique political meaneuvers, he admitted defeat. But in the
years that followed, Fidel hes held thess people in speoial

17personal interview, mumber 6.,

18rersonal interview, number 5. For exsmple, Negroes
were prohlblted from working in large banks, from entsring
nlghtclubs, and from Jjoining such exoclusive orgenizations as
the fid-fmerice Yacht Zlub, (A Yacht Club in Cube would be
the egquivalent of a Country Club in the United States.

191,60 Huberman snd Paul M. Sweezy, Cuba: é?&&ﬁﬂl of &
)y Pe &7

Devolution (’lew York: llonthly Review .resg, 196
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estaoem, and has prided himself in keeping thelr betterment
a countinuing goal.20

Just prior to the »iteh for the Negro vote, Fldel
decided to revert to his own brand of power politics. The
oaly ilmmedieate problem was to create an opening, for all of
the offices in which he was interested were filled. After
thinking it over, he declded to again work toward the
presidency of the student faderation. 'This position was
currently held by Manolo Castro Campos. If the files of the
Cuban Natlonal police may be trusted, Oastro handled the
situation in the following manner:

22 January 1948, On the night of the day in question
end at the corner of San Rafesel and Consulado Streets,
in front of the 'Resumen' cilnema theatrs, the ex-
president of the Univeresity Federacion, Manolo Castro
Campas and Carlos Pucho Sampar were killed by gunfire.

Pidel Castro Ruz was named as the intellectual sutheor
of the orime and was arrested on the 26th of the same

20pfter the Bay of Pigs invesicn, while Castro was
lnterviewlng prisoners, he was particularly rude snd arrogant
to Ramon Quintana, one of the Negro leaders of the brigade.
de was alzo disappolinted that Trneido 0liva had lolned the
invaders. iore than once he stated that he was the worst
betrayer of all, For further detalls see Haynes Johnson with
Manuel Artime, Jose Ferez San Roman, Erneido 0Oliva, and

Enrique Ruiz-¥1lliams, EQQAQ%%G Pics Igggf&gn (Yew York:
W. W, Norton and Co., Inco. s DPP. - .

In more recent tinmes, Castro has vermitted Robdbert
Frenklin Willlams, the Negro refugee from the Americen
P, 2. I. to make inflamatory broadcaste from Cuba on RBadie
Free DPixle. This station urges the Southern American Hegroes
to arm themselves and win civil rizhts battles by violence.
Statement by Dr. Robert Cohen, in hils lecture "Inside Castro'’s
Cube, " Qlahome 3tate Unlverslity, Decembter 1, 1364.
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month when walkin: along San Lezero Street in front of
Maceo fark,2l

Later in the same year, he finally =accomplished his goel. He
was elected to the vice-vresldency of the federstion, and
moved into the nunber one spot when the president convenlently
recizned.?2?

The serious transition to national volitics was achleved
by hanging on to the coattalls of the fanatical reformer
Tduardo Rene Thibas. He, in many respects, wes the Ouban
equal to the late Senstor Joseph MeCerthy. Along with his
brother Taul, znd Roberto Agramonde, Chibas formed the
"Orthodoxo" politicel perty to combat the more traditional
"Autentico."23 Tn 1951, in »reparation for the coming elec=
tlorns, the Orthodox perty wee cttemvpting to obtain the
resicnetion of Aurellisno Senchez Arsngo, the incumbent
¥inister of “ducation. Chibes charsed thet the Minister was
gullty of graft and politicsl corruption, and promised to
disclose his hitherto secret facts on hie Sundsy evening
redlo brozdcast over stetlon C¥72 Pavena. On the evening of
Avgust 5th, he requested the owners of the radio station to

grant him a2 few extre minutes of alr time. The owvners,

2lrpoted from Teyl, Red 3tar Over Cuba, »n. 64,

22mybermen =nd Sweezy, Cubet Anatomy of 2 Revolution,
pl 27.

23Por a2 complete breakdown of the Cuban politicsl
rertles see Cube ond the Rule of Lew (Geneve: Internstinnal

Commission of Jurists, 1962), D. 277.
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however, after viewing the slleged evidences, concluded that
he did not have an airtight case and refused his request.

As time for the program neared, Chibas despasired. He did
go on the air as usual, But at some point in ths aftermocon,
he ceme up with a more striking proteast than he had originally
planned. In the c¢losing minutes of the broadcast, he drew a
pistol and shot himself in the head.24

The sulolde of Chibas set Cuban politics ablaze. The
publiec, and in particular the students of Havana University,
decided to rise up in protest themselves. After fifteen
years of peaceful govermment, the word revolution started
to crop up in everyday conversations. COastro, now a student
leader, and a devoted follower of Chibas, also concluded
thet it was time for motion.25 Since he could not get along
with the new leaders of the Orthodox perty, he ressoned that
it would be much more effective to begin a new one. This
idea oulminated in the birth of an organization called "Youth
of the Oentenarian,” principally composed of university
students. Small, but selective, the youthful members pledged
themselves to political purification by violence. Their
meetings were held in secret. In Tom Sawyer~Huck Finn fashion,

24%dmund A. Chester, A gg%wg langd %gggn (New
York: Henry Holt and comp;ny. 1 » DDPe 250= .

25pgraonal interview, number 6.
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they met at mid-night in the cemetery where Chibas was
buried, and commemorated his death by swearing slleglance
to his ideals.26

Events acoelerasted in the next year for both Cuba
and Pldel Castro. Eight months sfter the redlo sulelde,
Fulgencio Batista took adventage of ths politlical muddle and
assumed leadership of the island. There was no organiszed
opposltion.27 The "Youth of the Centenarian" movement was
not well prepared, 80 1t also accepted the goup 4' ijg;.

But by July, 1953, 1t wes ready to impose the second dise
aster on the peaceful Caribbean 1sland. Toward the end of
the month, Fidel and two hundred of bhis newly formed group
attacked a federal arsenal located at the Moncade Berrscks.
Before morning arrived, the Batista soldlers had clalmed =
guick, but brutal, victory. TYet the rebels ultimately took
the glory. As & result of the courageous, but foolhardy
rald, and as 8 result of the subsequent treason trial, Castro
gained nation-wide fame. His neme became synonymous with

politicsl freedom. The date of the battle 18 now a nationel

26Personal interview, number 12. The name of the
group was adopted because 1t was the 100th anniversary of
the death of Jose Marti.

2TThis 18 not to imply thet there was no opposition
at all, Manuel Antonio (Tony) Varone did csll the university
to encourage students to raise sxrms and prevent Batista fronm
entering the Pelace, but the csll to arms was too late.
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holidey. In addition, ths date has served as the name for
the Castro revolutionary machine -~ the "25th of July."28

I, THE STRUCTURE AND MISSION
OF THE 26TH OF JULY MOVEMENT

The important Adiffersnce betwesn the "26th of July"
and other political organizatlons in Cuba stems from the
fact that it was a nmovement, There were no tight political
vhilosophlies, that is, none except a dedloation to sponsoring
a8 change in the govermment. Beyond this, 1t was especlally
attractive to people who had formerly belonged to discredited
political organizetions. The "25th of July" had no past,
hence there was never any need for explanstions of political
blunders. Additionally, since the movement was composed of
paople of college age, it "had all the dynamlism of a young
group."29 PFinally, the lodge-type sacreoy gave it an attrac-

tive romantic and humanistic coloring.

28The reason for the attack on the Moncadz Barracks
has been interpreted in different ways. For three contempor-
ary accounts, by people living in Cuba at the time, Bee
Teresa Oaruso, and (trans. by Elmer Grassbery)
(New York: Random House, )» PP. 98-100; R, Hart Phillips,

Quba: of (New York: MoDowell, Oblensky, 1960)
PP. asée%gg? and Kieo y / !

s Rivero m"%ﬁ' gmmz Amerioan
(Washington: Luce, 19625, PP. 3l=32, Anéehcr reason
e date has beocome famous is due to the fact that both

sides committed infamous atrooitles. Prisoners in an army
hospitul were ruthlessly slaughtered, and rebel limbs were
separated from thelr bodles and hurled at other members of
the attacking party.

29cube gnd the Rule of Lew, p. 38.
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It 18 well-established that the "26th of July"

originated in Cuba after the Moncada incident, and in spite
of the fact that it was chartersd in the United States, the
movement actuslly fermented in Mexlco. During the summer
of 1956, Castro psrsonally recruited the leaders of the
military and propsgandes aspects of the orgenization in
Mexico City.3° The first important leader added to the
payroll was Dr. Ernesto (Chs) Guevars.’l Hs was appointed
Chief of Personnsl, but wae, in reality, much more than thst.
Besides being a medioal doctor, and a first-glass revolue
tionary, he also is "believed to have been the principal
1ink between Oastro and International Communism."32 Having
been sotive in Guatemala, Panama, end the Dominican Republic,
Guevara sdded a2 wealth of knowledge and experience to the
ldealistic Castro. To 1llustrate his practicel worth to the
"26th of July,'" Guevara built a series of cells in Guatemala
that has besn estimated as having a membership of over
8,000 people.’>

204 news item in gnignfg, deptember, 1958, p. 2.
This newspaper~bulletin originated in Washington D, C., and
was published monthly by Universal Research and Consultante,
Inc. The orgsnisation sponsoring it wes an officisl dbranch
of the Batista Cuban govermment. In part, its chief purpose
was to report on Cuba's economic condition in a manner that
would attract American investors. As the writer's frequent
cltations indicate, it often carried news concerning the
progress of the revolution.

Slpgport on Suba, October, 1957, p. L.
3220port og Quba, Hay, 1958, p. 2.
33Report on Cube, September, 1958, p. 2.
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The oldest member of the movement to be recrulted in
¥exico City wms a ocurious one-eyed, self-styled general named
Alberto 3Zayo~Giroud., He had called himself a colonel untll
Castro appointed him 28 Director of Military Tralning, and
then he promoted himself.>* Genersl Beyo was an outoast of
the Spenish Oivil War with a revolutionery beckground quite
similar to "Che" Guevara.’> But even with the addition of
Bayo to the staff, Castro was presented with two perplexing
problems, Initially he had to obtain large~-scale financing.
This situation had no easy solution for Castro was sway from
Cuba where he could presumebly heve raised it without much
difficulty. Secondly, he had to build up s fighting army.
This would prove easier to solve.

The first of Castro's initial two problems were solved
by Juan Berenguer. He operated under the code name of
"Johnny the Mexican." Spending most of his time in the
United States, Berenguer soliclted funds from wealthy Cuban

3%Beport on Cuba, Ootober, 1957, p. 1.

35 « According to the blographical sketoh of Bayo
in thls lssue, he wes, "Born in Cubs end later commissioned
in the 4Air Force of the Spanish Army at the time of the
Mouarchy, he is known to have been diemissed from the service
and to have become part of s menufacturing and smuggling ring
supplying bombs and arms to Madrid units rioting =agalinst the
Government." After the war was over, he fled to Mexioco under
the "patronage of the Junta de Auxilio 2 Los Republicanios
Espanoles, as a political refugee. He is known to have been
involved in a Communist-inspired revolutlorary moveument to
overthrow fresident Somoza of Nicaragua in 1948 and later
to have been en officer in the Caribbeen Leglon, slong with
his two sons,"
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exiles, end from purely American sources. Although the facts
are scanty, 1t 1s belleved that "Johnny the lexlcan" come
through with enough money to finance the original Gramma
expeditlon.36

As money flowed into Castro's hands, he began a search
to locate Boldlexrs that could be snlisted in his army. Re=-
crults were eventually obtained from the coast citiss of
Tamploo, San Luls Potosi, and the northern part of Vera
Cruz. The men, drawn mainly "from Communist elements and
malcontents . . » were offered $500.,00 per month and 2 large
insurance pollicy to « . . joiln Castro's forces. » « »">1
The favorite class of people sought were ex-soldlers, because
they already possessed the rudimesnts of military discipline
and cost less money to train.38 When the Mexican manpower

well drled up, the recrulting area was expanded to the United

%%ﬁ'oo;t on , June 1958, p. 2. Blographical informa-
tion in 8 issue dicates the birthplace of "Jo the
Mexican" was unknown, although he was expelled from e Juan
beutista school in Cubs for preaching OCommunism. He also was
$dentiflad by the Mexiocan volice 28 a Latin Americen szitator.

3TrReport on Cuda, September, 1958, p. 2. It 1s inter-
esting to note that the editors estimate that over 200 of
these mercenaries were Xxilled 4in Cuba by 1958.

387he Repoxrt on Cuba indicatss that militery men wvere
preferred, but "Che" Guevars was of the opinion thet loyalty
was the most important ingredient to look for 1n recruiting.
For his views see Che Guevara (trans. Major Harrles-Clichy

Peterson, USMCR), Che Guevera on Juerrille Yorfare {Mew York:
Frederick A, reeger, I§§i§, .
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States, Argentina, the Dominican Republic, and Guatemala.>?
Although it oan not be established in every case that the
soldiers were all Communists, the Mexican police after a
surprise reid on Cestro's headquarters on June 21, 1956,
concluded that the "Movement was . . . under the patronage
of the Communist . . . party."4°

The "26th of July" movement in Cuba was much different
than the Letin American cells. Excluding the fighting mem-
bers in the mountains, the units located in the citles were
clothed in secreocy, 80 no actual numbers are avallable, Never-
theless it can be concluded with reasonable certainty that
they were entrenched in every region in Cuba. Generally,
the prinecipal duties of these celle were (1) to provide
money for the purchase of arms and the payment of troops;
(2) to create confusion by causing small and numerous local
disturbances; and (3) to spread propaganda by word-of-mouth
and printed materials.

To 1llustrate the preceding generaslizations informa-
tion is avallable on the activities of several cells in
differing localities. One extremely active cell in Havana
carrled on 2 varlety of dutles. First, since this unit had
access to 2 printing press and other duplicating processes,

9Report on Cubm, September, 1958, p. 1.
40quoted from Report on CQuba, October, 1957, p. 1.
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1t contributed to the revolutionary ceuse by issuing three

separate newspapers. These underground papers were given

patrlotic names such as the Revolution, the Sierra Maestira,
and the Vanguardia Qbrexs.*l

The format of the newspapers was similar to Amerloan
papers, bvut occasionally when 1t had to be printed in & hurry,
because of an antioipated police raid, they were printed on
a single sheet of newsprint. A member of this particular
cell reoalled:

These papers supplemented Castro's radio reports on
the progress of the revolution, encouraged snlistments
in the Rebel army, publicjised, in detaill, some of
Fidel's reform programs /such as the Agrarian reforn/,
and always attempted to oggain funds from persons
sympathetic to the cause.

Because some of the other cells printed thelr own newspapers,
the circulation was limited to Havana and the surrounding
locallities, The actual distribution wes made by placing

the papers on doorsteps at night or by hand on street
corners -43

The printing presses were also utiliged to print
revolutionary bonds., Most of the cells in Cuba assisted in
relislng money for the Slerra Maestra, but each had a slightly

different technlque. In Havana, the bond system was most

“lpersonsl interview, number 12.
42personal interview, number 12.

431bad.
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practical. To cccomaodete peorle in vll income brecketis,
the securitles were issued in 1, 5, 20, 100, 200, and 1,000
dollar amounte. The members then sold them directly to the
nublic. Often it wes = dangerous business, The ever-alert
police would be tlipped off that they were belns peddled, and
track down the selesman with drestilc oonsequencee.44 For
thls reason, members of one cell were not permitted to know
the names of the menbers of another cell. ZEven the monles
ralsed were turned over to unidentified personnsl.45

An important final duty was to create local disturb-
ances, These activities were closely patterned after the
methods used by the 1930 Student Directorate when they were
attempting to unseat Geraldo Machado, the businessman
president of cuba.46 After keeping some areas of Havana
in perpetual turmoil, the cell was instructed to go after
bigger geme. It was decided to sponsor a nationwlde strike

44Personal interview, number withheld by author. This
exlle was plcked up and tortured intermittently for a two-
weak period. Hls baok four years later still bore evidence
of his inhuman treatment.

451p14.

46 personal interview, number 16. This exile, one of
the older members, had been a leader of the "1930" group.
He related the following items concerning the procedures used
at that time, "We threw stones in sBtore windows, and made
noise on the street corners in the eerly morning hours. Ve
shouted tyranny and corruption in government. When the police
came we fought with our flsts. The Jalls were filled with
students. . . . Students would run into a theater and shout,
'People are dying in the streets.! We kept the people un-
easy at all times."
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scheduled for April 7, 1733.%47 3ince the Tfigating in Oriente
nrovince was golng poorly for the rebels, s successful strike
would present a unified show of strenzth to the uneommitted
poople. On the ave of April 8, certain "members of the cell
bellieved to heve been Communists, informed the authorities."48
On April 9, in the early mornlngz hours, the pollce began
naking mass arrests of union leaders who had agreed to
cooperate with the "26th of July." Also key members of the
cell were rounded up and placed behind bars. With the hesart
of the movement destroyed, the attempted strike ended in a
dismal fallure.

Another interesting branch of the "26th of July" was
located in Colon, Matanses., The orizinator of the cell, Dr.
Mario Munoz, became one of the martyr's of Moncade.49 In the
latter part of the attack he had hidden in a hospital, pre-
tending that he was a staff physician., He was diacovered
and killed. The Castro movement in Matanses was then taken
over by the other individuals, but the name of Munoz was
not forgotten.

In 1958, the cell received instructions from the

Slerra Maestra that Castro needed money to open a second

47The best ireatment of the strike is by the former
frovisional FPreslident of Cuba, See Manuel Urrutia Lleo,

Sastro & ggmgggx Inoc. (New York: Frederick Praeger
%. PD, 18. . ’

4sPeraonal interview, number 1l2.

49Personsl interview, number 7.
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front in the province of Camaguey. He did not have enough
men to take the area by force, so he neseded to obtain large
amounts of cash for briblng the Batiste seoldlers in the
province to defect, or at least to remain passive in the
event a small mmber of men invaded the aree.50 The smount
needed was 100,000 dollars. Although this sounds like =
staggering sum, it proved very easy to obtaln in Metanses,
The members of the Colon cell visited weelthy American sugar-
nill owners and asked them to contribute.>* As an enticement,
credits were lssued to donors that could be appllied on their
income tax, 1f the revolution was sucoessful,”2 One who
particlipated in this fund ralsing drive estimated that over
5,000,000 dollars was collected for the revolution in the
province, 53

In Oriente province, oclose to the fighting front,
the main purpose of at least one of the cells of the "26th
of July" was to provide maenpower for the guerrillas., They
also aseisted the headquarters in the Slerra Maestra in
sending agents to the other parts of Cudba for propaganda

Opersonal interview, number 4, The bribe accomplished
the declred results., Iwelor Zuber iatos, now luaprisoned 1n the
Isleiof Plnes, was appointed as militsry commander of the
province.

SlPersonal interview, nuzter 2. Cortribhutions vere
recelved 1n varying amounts. Some as high ss 5,000 dollars.

52personal interview, number 7.

So1big.
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purposes, For example, in Santlego de Cuba where the cell
was under the joint control of Oscar Ortiz Dominquez, a
secondary school teacher, and Juan Tachequel, a union leader,
not only were high school boys recrulted for fighting, but
they sent such men as Dermido £scalo and Willlam Galvez to
Pinar del Klo and Matanses provinces, respectively, to
coordinate the revolutionary cauae.s4 In addition, they
also raised money by tapping mill owners, members of social
clubs, wealthy individuals, and by urging village priests to
"ggk for contributions from their parishioners."55

In 2 cell in Las Villas, an effort for the revolution

was performed in still another menner. Under the leadership
of Dr. Frances Varona Duque - Estrada cells were formed in
groups of ten pooplo.55 Code numbers were issued to prevent
identification by the Ouban police.>7T A long time member

of one unit desoribed their work as follows:

This was a working organizatlon. We did not soliclt
money ln large amounts. J3ut we d1d amanufacture "25ta of
July" buttons that we offered for sele, This was to
obtain money to flnance our own activities. «e made

hammocks for soldiers and forwarded them to the mountains.
Ve also purchased a mimeograph machine zand reproducel

f -
PARTS
5

-“Pergoncl interview, number 1l.
£5

2p1d.

[0 R
-2lersonzl interview, nuaier 14,

4

5Tihe members were sssiznei &n slpaabetical zud arable
deslgnation. The usual combination was something like H-1,

T

L=Z, or :=2. Diffzrent unlts were given slallar comul..tlons.
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letters in favor of the revolutionzry movement, These
letters were then mailed to soldlers iln the Zatlists
army. We urged that they not flght ezainst the rebels,5®

For the most part 1t is unclear Just how & systen
of coordination was established between the numercus cells.
Two major methods have been uncovered, but these are not the
ones that supervised everyday activitles, First, Castro
operated a radlo station in the mountains called the Volce
of the Sierra Maestra.5? Usually this atatlon was concerned
with publiclzing the ideals of the revolution, and passing
along news of combat encounters,0 zut interspersed in
these efforts there were often pleas to the people to co-
operate with the "26th of July" cells, and a2lso an exhortation
to the members to work hard at whatever tesks had been assigned
to them. Anpther contributlon of the statlon was to keep the
populace talking and thinking about revolutlion when the
fighting front was quiet.61

The second method of unifying the operation of the

cells ceme gabout by the dispersion of a newspaper known as

58Personal interview, rumber withheld d»v author.

59Perannal intervier, number 1.

6ogeng;§ on Qube, September, 1953, p., 1. Thie iccue
relates that on August 20, 1953, Fidel reported that his
arny had won "the greatest victory in the histsrry of the
Amerlcan continent." Such exmggeratlons are typilcsl.

“liersonal interview, number 4.
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nggggzgg;gg;&31g3§335.62 The edltor, M. Kelyn, made the
scandal sheet serve a dual purpose. The top side of the
vaper concernsd items of only ordinary interest, however,
the November, 1957 1ssue of the Rsport on Ouba related:

The reverse side of the sheet contains illustrated
instruetions for the manufacture of crude, homemade
bombs, as well as the instructions for the destruction
of homes and other property by fire. Ons method sug-
gested 1s to attach whlte phosphorus or fleming cotton
balls to the tall of s rat, ozt, or other smsll anlimal.
As the animal runs smok in agony and panio, thg incendiaxy
will ignite the cane, tobacco, or other orops.%3

Other similar methods of destruction were avallanble

to the fighting members of the "26th of July."” The Chlef

of Military Training authored a handbook on ssbotagze that was
leter used as a textbook in the Cuben Terror Schools.C0%

The Chief of Personnel nrepared a handbook also, but this wes
almed st training suerrilla fighters., In one portion of the
book, he detalls instructions on how to make a "M=16" when

2 "Molotov cocktall" would not do the Job. He explained:

This is what we cslled a special contraption we rigged
up from a shotgun; it wes made up of a cartrldge with =

long wooden rod substituted for a projectile; and the
cocktall fastened on to the forward erd of the rod.

623_9.221‘.& on Cuba, November, 1957, p. 1.
31b4g.

64Juan De Dios Marin, "Inslde a Castro 'Terror School!,"

Ihg Rgader's Digest, LXXXV, No. 512 (Decembder, 1964), p. 120.
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Using a simple bipod of two sticks, we attalned gurpris-
ing acocuracy and effectiveness up to 100 meters.05

Together the Rebel Army and the 26th of July Movement
were able to give Fidel Osstro more control of the island
than 1s popularly imagined. The Rebels struck with surprise
and terror, not always taking time to distinguish between
Bastlanas and innocent civilians. OConsequently, perhaps one-
third of the populaetion of Cuba, especially those who lived
near the flghting fronts, had to be in constant fear that
either thelr lives would be snuffed out or that thelr property
would be damaged. Most of the govermment officlals were aware
that Fldel had the n=tionsl army in his hip pocket. Therefore
they were hesitant to support many of Batista's policles,
particularly those that might directly offend Major Castro.

In addition, the "26th of July" was able to reach nearly

every ear 1ln Cuba wlth some type of propageanda. The news-
papers, radio broadcasts, and word-of-mouth rumors eventually
took thelr toll., Unless the President could find support from
the populace in a hurry, he would have to exile himself for
the second time in ten years,

In November and December of 1958, the govermment
attempted to rally the people against the rebels. It was
too late. The people resisted Batista and his subordinates.

65cne Guevera, Che Guevars on Guerrilla ¥arfsre, p. 41.
Prom descriptions given of the handbook, the writer has assumed
thet thls particular book, written after the revolution ceased,
wag patterned after the original.
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Now Castro would have his chance. After fifteen years of
agitatlon for respect and national prestige, he had won his
fight. The political revolution was over, but the cultural
revolution was still struggling for birth.



CHAPTER III
THE CHURCH AND THE FATHERLAND

Prior to the culmination of the revolutionary effort,
the Roman Catholie church was predominant in Cuba, as well
a8 the rest of the Carlibbean archipelago. The Frotestant
churches were also represented, but their position was sub-
ordinete, much resembling the station of the Masonic Lodge
and other semi-religlous organizations. There is indica-
tion that they represented something of s status symbol,
but this would be difficult to prove, Nevertheless, the
combined churches of Cuba were qulte important. They not
only added to the morsl fiber of the people, but they were
also responsible for a large percentage of primary, secondary,
and adult education.l Technically these sducational faclli-
ties were classifled as private, not parochlal schools.,
Thus, the state was able to exercise slightly more control
over them than 1f they were striotly religious schools.

lggverin K. Turosienski, Educe Quba (Washing-
tont: United States Govermment Prin f%%c, 1943), p.ngB;
Private schools in Ouba could legelly exist under article
55 of the Constitution of 1940, This article read in part,
"Centers of private instruotion shell be Bubject to regula-
tion and inspection by the State, but in every case shall
retain the right to give . . . the religious instruoctlon
which they deslire."
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I. PARTIOIPATION I THE REVOLUTIONARY XMOVEMENT

Fidel Castro was cognlzant that the collective churches
could play s powerful role in bringing the desired revolu-
tlon to a successful conclusion, snd could essist in sustalining
the principles of the revolution once 1t wae an acoomplished
fact. As early as 19535, he accepted help from the Church,
and worked closely with 1t thereafter until he belleved that
1t might curtaeil his hold over the Cuban people. Upon being
convinced 1t wee working against him, he tried to destroy 1t
by any means at his disposal,

The first service rendered by the Romen Cathollc church
wes not intentional, but perhaps 1t caused some of the Cuban
church members to express sympathy to, and ldentiflcation
with, the revolutionary cause. In the months subsequent
to the assault on the arsenal at Moncada, President Beatista
Pleced the few rebels who survived the ordeal on trial for
thelr lives, After all of them were convicted, the trlials
beceme controversial and were having repercusslons all over
the l1sland, when the Bishop of Santiago de Cuba, Enrique
Pererz Serantes, made & public apreal to Betista to end the
shedding of blood. The appeal, in form of a psstoral letter,
pleaded for sparing the life of the leader of the insurgents.
Because of thls public intervention, and due to other minor
politicel factors, Castro recelved a light sentence at his

trial. The next year the remsinder of the unserved jail term
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was commuted. TIo the Cuban people, already restless under
the heavy thumb of the self-imposed dictator, the pastoral
letter was not without significance. The Church was sym=-
pathetic to the revolutlonary movement, 2

There is no indication that the "26th of July" leaders
solloclited the support of priests in Mexico, but they did accept
thelr assistance after the Gramma expedition. Altogether,
eleven chaplains were permitted to join the forces at the
Slerra Maestra, in order to render a variety of services to
the fighting men.>? The leader of the chaplains was Pather
Sandrinas, In July, 1957, he obtained speclal permission
from his superlors to join the outlaw band. This was shortly
after he had witnessed the persecution of a fellow priest by
Batiste henchmen.* To identify himself with the rebels, he
wore clvilian clothes and eccompanied them on a8 many of

their missions of terror as possible,d

°Edward Glick, "Oastro and the Church,” The Commonwesl,
Qctober 13, 1961, p. 67.

JLe. Pgrsgg%gggg De la Eg Quba (Quito
Ecu;dor: Direoterlo revolucionario Estudlantil De Cubse, 19635,
p. .

*Richard Gilman, "A Man in Havens,” The Commonweal
february 19, 1360, pp.’567-568. ’ ’

SWhereas many of the priests denmounced Castro after
the true nature of the revolution was known, Father Sandrinas
continued hils support. As late as 1960, he condoned the
seizure of Dis de la Marina, e religlous newspaper. Later
when the same thing happened to La Erense Librs, he is gquoted
as saylng, "It was 1lnconcelvable that La Erensa Librs should
oppose the very natlion that made it grest.” For further
informetlion see Ilme, May 30, 1960, p. 24.
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¥ost of the chapleins of the Slerrs Maestra were
Franclscans.6 Largely Basque refugees from Franco's Spailn,
they were accustomed to politiecal turmoll., They slso knew
that polltical dictators often attempted to extend theilr
suthority over the Church, therefore, to work for constlitu=-
tionsl government was e Just cause. It slso might be
conjectured that they were sympathetlc to the rebels because
large numbers of the combatants were of Spanish Loyalist
origins.

Many of the village priests also assisted the revolu-
tlonary movement. The most common method was to request that
perishioners donste money, foodstuffs, and clothing to the
patriots of the Sierrs Maestra. In addition, priests often
served as reocrulting officers, or those who 4i1d not feel
that they could go quite this far would at least not prevent
nembers from serving in or assisting the Rebel army. One
pemphleteesr concluded that the church had given the revolu-
tlon "aell the men 1t needed."!

The Churches of Cuba Jjudged the Batista administra-
tion cruel and immoral. This meant also that they moved
closer to revolutlonary principles, and then finally made
physical and spirlitual contributions to the Castro cause.
But there were strings attached. After the new government

61ipe, November 28, 1360, p. 0.
TLa Eermecuclon De La Izlesis Catolics Ln Qube, P. 3.
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took over, the relisgious rersonnel expected to become zdvisers
in building the new sooclety. Uhen they attempted to make
thelr views Xnown, they became a threat to Castro and his

Provislional Governuent.

IT, THZ INITIAL IMPACT OF THE
REVOLUTION OX THE CHUROHES

By February, 1953, Ma)or Castro had established himself
in Havena. There his immediste objective was to consolldate
his power, reward the righteous, and punish the unhellevers.
Although it is often forgottem, Castro, on July 20, 1958,
ned signed the ill-fated Pact of Carmees.’ He had sgreed to
shere the administratlon of the new government with the
Revolutionary Civlio Front. However, because he was the
militery commander of the coalition, he had captured the
esteem of the people. Having obtained this affeoction, he
was reluctant to surrender it to others. Thersfore, he
began to exclude those people and organizatlons who might
oheckmate his authority. The oollective churches of Cuba
fell into thils eategory.

The first move against the churches was subtle, not
openly hostile. It was an attempt to "divide and conquer"
and to "neutrallze, not dissolve." First, Raul Castro,
presumebly acting for his brother, ordered all newly-appointed

S4e Verona, The Drams of Cuba, pp. l4=15.
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department hemads to be of the Jrotestsut falti,? The
initisl reaction to this order was mlxed. Some Protestant
leaders were convinced that Cuba was only nominally Ioman
Jatholic, and they =accepted Jobs fasling that this would
be & good springboard for mass conversions.l® Others of
the Frotestent persuaslon were disgusted with the indifference
to the poor or former govermmental regimes, and "siok of
finding bullet-ridden bodles in the streets."ll These men
looked upon the new Job offers as an opportunity to help the
lower classes of the Cuban people. Not all of the favors
offered ware accepted, A former school teacher in Cuba
commented, "The Presbyterlans, who predominate in government
circles, 1.e., as far as FProtestants are conocsrned, . . »
turned down an offer of free land for a campsite from the
goverment, insisting on paying for it in cash,"2 The
showing of preference to Protestant leaders, especlally after
they had not significantly contributed to the revolutionary
cause, was an open insult to the majority chureh, Such sets
dampened Roman Catholic enthusiasm, and began to drive a
wedge between the dominant church and the nsw govermment.

Miram Hilty, "Report of a Vislt to Cube,” %gg;;g}sgg%gg
Qgh% (Fhiladelphias Amerioan Priends Service Committes, 1 R
p. .

1017 i ¥ '
Kyle idaselden, "Cuba: A 3tudy of Contrasts," Christlan
Century, LXXVII (November 29, 1960), pp. 1307-1308:

11Kyle Heselden, "Cuba's Revolutlon: Yes und No,"
Ghristisy Century, LXXVII (December 7, 1950), pv. L43B8-1439.

124114y, "Report of & Vieit to Cubs,” p. 5.
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The next attack on the Cathollie church was even more
penetrating. Using the "26th of July" organization as a
convenlent grapevine, Fidel suggested that they talk to the
village priests and inquire if they desired that religion
be taught in public schools. Naturally these priests dis-
oussed this subject with their parishioners. As the contro-
versial subject permeated Cuba, Oastro then pulled an
unexpected maneuver. He directed the "26th of July'" news-
paper, the Rgvelution, to publish an editoral entitled "Why
Catholic Education?"l> Coming out in Pebruary, 1959, the
article charged that the Catholic ochurch wanted to take over
the public school system. Obviously, then, the Church was
guilty of wanting to violate the Constitutlon of 1940. By
such activitlies, Cestro hoped that the people would urge the
govermaent to "control" the churches.

Other minor incidents occurred in February of 1959.
Pirst, the word "God" wss deleted from the preamble of the
Constitution, and any references to the Delty were excluded
from oivil oaths,14 In April, the intimidations became a
little more personal. At Managua Military Camp, 120 Catholic
teachers were denied the right to give religlous instructions
to the soldiers of the establishment.l5 Simultaneously,

1%Ls Persecucion De Le Izlesis Cetolics En Quba, p. 4.
14mg.
151p1d., p. 7.
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orders were glven that priests and teachers no longer would
be permitted to hold religlous services for the prisoners at
La Cabana.l® There is some evidence also that the latter
order appllied to all prisons. For example, according to
the knowledge of one of the persons interviewed, & Magistrate
in Oriente province was not permitted to enter rreson De
Bonlato and render his ususl services.ll

Another interesting anti-religlious technigue was
employed to countersct the credidbility of the churches.
Slgns and posters were placed on church walls, and along
the highways where visibllity wes good. In & way these
resembled the Americen Burma Shave commerclsl poeters. Two
of the most popular slogens weret '"le Who Betrays the Foor
Betraye Christ"; "Leave the Temples and Go Out and Serve."18
A more flagrant plece of propaganda deploted & Nativity
Scene with Revolutionary leaders replacing the customary
sginte. In one partiocular scene that was noted by several
people, Mejor Castro, Mejor Guevaras, and Major Juan Almeilds,
reprecented the wisemen reverently gazing into the cradle

of the Christ child. In the top of thie outdoor display,

161p14.

17personal interview, number 15, Certaln judges prior
to the revolution were required to periodicelly inspeoct
prisons and to listen to the complalnts of inmates.

laﬂilty, "Report of a Visit to Oube," pp. 1=5.
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a small pleture of Lenin was substituted for the 3tar of
the Eaat.19 This type of propaganda, admlttedly crude,
probably did not sway the educated classes of Cuba, but it
must have eppeared convincing to the illiterate masses.
With only 800 priests in Cuba prior to the revolutlon, many
of the campesinos had not been able to obtain the services
of the prieste when they were nesded. Such imagery only
intensified thelr already hoetile feelinge toward the
church .20

ks late as November, 1959, Oastro still had not
advocated an open public break with the Church. The closest
that he had come was to offer a substltute. At a hitherto
undisclosed date, Fidel hzd met with a certein renegade
priest, Father Lence, and together they planned to create
g National Catholic Ohuroh.21 L slogan was devlsed to
publiclize the movement, and thus the words "For the Oross

end Fatherland” became familiar to people all over cuba.22

19:4ward Glick, "Osstro and the Church," p. 68; personal
interview, number 14. A photosraph of this ecene is pre-

sented in _gzgssuesﬁﬁi gls Catollons Ep Cuba,
P. 11. Related to techniques o is nature, the frontis-

Piece for this pamphlet exhiblts a pisture of an altar in
Belen. Above the altar, someone has replaced the fsce of
en unidentified saint with a portrait of Fidel.

2ONewsweek, August 22, 1960, p. 50.

2lpersonsl interview, number 4.

22m4me, May 30, 1960, p. 30; personal interviews,

numbers 1 and 16,
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The major purpose of the new movement was in line with
Castro's previously stated policy. He did not advocate
destruction, but Just wanted to modify the old Church, so
it would be more in hsrmony with the principles of the
revolution.

The National Cathollo church attempted to do two
things. First, it urged the people to d4istinguish between
revolutionary and counterrevolutionery priests.2> fThose
who were working against the govermment should be boycotted
and persecuted. At least, such was the justification given
for kidnapping a priest in Barooocs.24 Secondly, the Nationsl
Catholliec church attempted to emphaslze the good effects of
the revolution. Among the accomplishments clted wers the
orack-down on the nationsl lottery, the elimination of open
prostitution, the oconfiscation of gambling equipment, and
finally 81l of the good work that was being done for the
poor. Molses Arrecheu, an over-enthusiastic Havans priest,
came to the point where he could say that Oastro's humsnism
wes the "work of God himself."25

23G11ck, "Castro snd the Church," p. 67T.

24Poraonal interview, number 8. Many of the parish
members protested the kldnapping, and comsequently the
militlamen returned and "stormed the ohurch, desecrated the
rellcs and statuery, and finzlly burned the church down to
the ground."”

257ime, May 30, 1960, p. 30.
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The over~all effeot of the National Oatholiec church
is difficult to assess. Naturally it aroused the wrath of
the legitimate Roman Cathollc leaders, but it was subtle
enough, 80 that they oould not thoroughly condemn it. There
was Just enough truth, so that it made sonse to at least some
of the populace. It is interesting to note, however, that
one exila did have the oocasion to talk personally with
Father Lence. On the evening the refugee was to leave Ouba,
he gave a party for a few of his friends. Someons in the
group brought salong the notorious priest. He commented on
him in the following manner:
I prepared his drinks. He looked and talked like an
alcohollic. He seid that the Cathollc church wes wrong

on pany points, and the Communists gge right on meny
polntis., He was a hell of a priest.c

25Personal interview, number withheld by author. In
several interviews it was pointed out that the Nationsl
Cathollc church often referred to Christ as a Communist.
Such statements cropped up prior to the time that Castro
openly admitted the merriage.

The goels of the National Catholic church were most
effectlvely presented, at least 1n written form, in the
teacher's handbook ocalled g%;;hgiggga%%. However, they are
not ascribed by name to that organization. To 1llustrste,
the followling sample 1s submitted:

Qur Revolutlion 1s demooratle and therefore respects
all religlous sentiments. If religion includes noble
and Just ldeals, 1f it follows the precepts of Christ
in equality, love and work for all, the Revolution,
walch embodies all these lieals, 1s therafore the culmina=-
tlon of the doctrine. Revolutionary law has been equally
favorable to cathollcs, protestants, and athelsts; that
is to say there has been no discrimimstion in putting its
beneflits within the reach of all. The Revolution 1= cone
vinced that the poor, irrespective of their religlous
ideals, are wllling, to defend srinciples ani laws. How=
ever, the Revolution can't allow evil-minded groups,
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During the month of November, 1953, the Catholle ochurch
was dealt another indirect blow. Toward the mlddls of the
month meny priests were planning to attend the Congress for
the Unity of the Working Class in Hevena., When they arrived,
however, they discovered that government officlals would not
accept their credentials. In place of the priests, known
Communists were eppointed as representatives. To retsliate,
the Church leaders decided to found their own orgenization.
To properly assocliate 1t with the above-cited govermment
group, they called it the Cathollc Oongress for the Unity
of the Working Class. And to show the govermment that the
Church was not easlly intimidated, they decided to hold their
meeting leter in the seme month and in the same city.27

On November 28th the meeting was held as scheduled.
It has been alleged that the people's attendance was of such
proportions that it was the largest group meeting that had
ever ooocurred in Cuba.28 After the crowds disbanded, the

shielding themselves bshind false religious sentiments,
to cerry-out counter-revolutionary acts,.

Quoted from Dudley Seers (ed.) H
Soedal Revolu (Chepel Eill: The Un vef%?%y of For ﬁ‘nﬂ
Carolins Fress, 1964), p. 59.
TLa Persecucion De La Izlesis Catolics En Cuba, P. 6.
28

+« The author of this pamphlet estimates that

over one millloxn Cubsns csssembled for the meetings., IZaturally
this flgure 1s too high, but it does indicate the Church had
not lost its influence with the people.
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leaders were qulte pleased with the results. It wee declded
to continue the organlzation on a permanent besis, making
it a quasi-gecret esteblishment. A password was devised
to 1dentify members. If the signsl '"Cuba 51 ~ Russia HNo"
wes acknowledged by "Soclsl Justice 51 - Communisa No", the
inquirer wes assured that he was 1ln loyal company.eg

Because the Castro gzovermment was sprinkling Communis-
tic 1ndoctrinations upon the school youth of Ouba, the Cathollc
church declided to creste its own youth organizatlion to keep
them from being contaminated.>® The local churches often
had different nemes for such unite, but all of them belonged
to a national organization celled Catholic Youths for Action.
This group lived up to 1ts nsme, and did attempt to ocurb the
power of the state by sction. But before it could become
very effective, the G-2 destroyed the registry office in
Havans.’l With the membership disclosed, the nationmal
influence of the group leasened. Presumably, it was also
infiltrated with informers.

The end of 1955 meant that oconservetive and methodical
Catholic church leaders were aware that they had a resl fight

2971p14.
Xpersonal interview, mmber 4,
312& P D -
The comnleteness of the destructzon 15 exhiblted by a’photo-

greph.
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on their hands, Thelr adversary was strong. The stakes
were high. The future of a whole way of 1ife was threatened.
What should they do? OCooperate with the government and
perhaps retain their superiority? Or should they prepeare for
all out war? The point of no return waes quickly approeching.

III. "TIHE CAMPS OF BATTLE ARE NOW BEING LAID OUT
EETWEEN THE OHURCH AND ITS COMMUNIST ENEMIES"

One year after the state-church controversy began,
Fldel Castro authorlized the use of viclence to curdb the
voice of the churches. Following a speech to a labor union
in which he called the clergy "vultures", Castro, in a
nationsally televised speech, urged the expulsion of foreign-
born Falanglst priests, He added, "The cassock is soiled
with dust and medleval cobwebs. It is covered with the
blood of the people of Spain."32 Thus the cyocle was now
complete, the priests who had contributed the most to the
revolutlonary effort, were now belng told that they were
a8 threat to the nation. Archblshop Servantes, with the
government rebuke stlll ringing in his ears, wrote a pastorsl
letter in retaliation. In it he steted, "The cemps of battle
are now being laid out between the Church ard 1ts Communist
enemies.">> The Church wes willing to fight.

32g11¢k, "Castro and the Church,” p. 68.
33Quoted from Newsweek, May 30, 1960, p. 56.
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3ti1l not quite to the point of asking for the com=-
plete abollition of all churches and =211 priests, Osstro
agaln asked the people to divide the church leaders into
two groups: (1) the "low" oclergy, the native born, who
were loysl to the revolution, but exploited by the helrarchy;
(2) the "high" oclergy, the foreign born, who were ambitious
for wealth and powor.34 Conoentrating on the ones in the
latter category, the govermment started deporting all foreign-
born priests and nuns and closing all religlous orders that
were sponsored by outside sources, The American Dominican
Order and the Sisters of the Eleeding Heart were the first
to go. It was the Pranciscen order, however, that felt most
of the wrath., A priest of the San Antonlo de Paula church
testified that prlor to the revolution there were 105
Franciscan prieste. "Now only ten monks and 14 priests of
our order remein in Ouba,."5>

The Protestants received equal treatment. In Christo,
Orients, the International Baptist college was closed, and
worship wes restricted in the sdjacent Baptist church. The
Methodist and Seventh Day Adventists, in the eame city, also
were told to close their doors. In nsarby Omaha, the temple
of the Mormons wes placed off-limits to its members. ©Since

they elgo oonducted 2 school, it was cloesed too, and the

3%.s Persecucion De Le Izlesis Catolics En Cuba, p. 7.
550ube gnd the Rule of Law, p. 229.
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teachers were told that thelr servlices were no longer

needed.36

Churches in every part of the island were the
butt of similar oppreseive messures.

In addition to outright closures, the government
used the age~old technique of harrassment. it the early
services of a Catholic church, s member of the Committees
of Friends would sttend to heer the priest's sermon and see
if a pestoral letter would be read. If either were deroga-
tory, he would report it to the zllitis or G-2., Then at the
later masses these orgenlzatlone would send men to cut the
nicrophone wires and/or creste gensral confusion.37 Anotherx
group of men would take down the license numbers of the
automobiles parked nearby, and place the names of the owners
of them on lists of bad security risks. In one instance, in
davena, church members beceme incense¢d, and after the mass
"they took the weapons of the militiamen, hit them against
the well of the church, killed two men, and overturned a
state car."3® The priest of this congregation was arrested
twice, and intermittently interrogated both times. After
the second vislit to police headquarters, he sought asylum
in the Venezuelen embassy. liarkedly, this wes not the only
consequence. BSefore the riot had occurred, the G-2 hsad

36Peraona1 interview, number 1ll.

37Parsona1 interview, number 8,

381p14.
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succeeded in teking the license numbers of the parked cars.
In n subsequent investipgation, they discovered that meny of
the parishioners involved 1n the flsht belonged to the Mid-
Americs Yacht Club. As a result, the clud was temporarily
closed down. Vhen 1t d1d reopen, 1t was no longer a private

establishment,39

Not =21l of the visits of the militlamen were to oreate
confusion, A Pranciscan priest, the same one who had pre-
viously testified on how meny of his order remained in Cuba,

relatad:

Once when we were celebrating mess about 20 armed
militismen and militia-women ceme in through the mein
door of the church. They closed ell the doors and re-
fused to allow anybody to leave. . « « The prieste were
locked uv in the vestry. After that the congregstion
was allowed to leave the church one by one through a
small door. Both the men aend women were searched by
militiamen and this went on for an hour or & hour and
2 half. After that they began to search the church,
the vestry, the parish 2311 and even the oclborium, but
found nothing anyvwhere.

Yot content with disrupting the church services, tae
church structures themselves suffered mlllions of dollars in
loeees. An example was mede of the Sagrado Tabernaculo of

the Fathers of the Carmelite in Soled=d, What was left of

39Ibid. Upon reopening, the club was available to the
general publlc, end its sotivities were supervised by Negroes.
One member, who returned to the elub after 1t was opened
again, sald that people from the strests were ocarving initilals
in tebles, had thelr feet on expensive furnishings, and simply
did not know how to treat the "finer things in life."”

“Ooubs and the Rule of Law, p. 28.
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the church revealed "the brutal fury of the acts of vio-
lence. . . ."41 First, the door of the church was used for
target practice by the militlemen, Secondly, the offlolal
records of the church were scattered all over the floor.
Beside them lay a broken orucifix, and the torn garments of
the priests. Thirdly, the hat of one of the fathere was
elevated on a8 stlck, and served as a Jjoke for the military.
The Oarmelite churohes in the city of Camaguey suffered an
even worse deseoration. In fact, after the destruction was
conpleted, several of them were turmed into dance-halls and
warehouses for sugar.42 4Als0 in Oamaguey, the convent of
Les Mercedes was broken into, and the "habits torn and
scattersd all over the floor, the same with the books and
1mages."43

In Camaguey, violence extended even to the living
quarters of the priests. The persecution was of a twofold
nature: First, the priests were personally intimidated,
with an accompanying destruction of thelr property; secondly,
they were forced to flee the community, and often the

country. One priest, living neer the Senazdo sugermill, was

4l7e is Zpxssquoion da Fidel
P 1
In connection w tﬁﬂghe acts of violence 4described above, )

Beversl interesting photographs on pages 1-6 1llustrate the
extent of the damsges.

Aglbliop DD. 5"‘6.
43Iblét, Pc Co
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visited in the early hours of the morning by a restless
snd unruly mob. They started to '"shout all kinds of 1nsults
and abuses, slandering a couple of lsdles living on the
plantation and making viclous remarks about my mother,"44
After a harrowing experlence, the priest escaped through
& window, but stayed long enough to see his house burned .45
A monk of an unidentifled order, was actually seized in the
early hours by a mob armed with rifles snd mechine guns,
He was held prisoner, snd forced to stand with his hands
over his head for more than three hours, After s search
of his premises, he was forclbly pleced on the stesmer
Cavadanga, which took him out of the country.45

A8 mob violenoe grew in the provinces, it was encour-
aged in every manner posslble by the govermment. Castro
personelly made more speeches on radio and television, and
often touched upon the topic of churches.47 The Minister
of the Interior, who was the officlal in chargs of religlous
activities, di4 on one ocoaslon interfere with the attempt
of church leaders when they tried to conduct = traditionsl
festival. In September, the Virgin of Charity (the Cuban

“4oube and the Rule of Lew, p. 227.
“51p1d.
%m.

4Trersonal interview, number 5.
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petroness salnt) annuel procession, normally held in the
afternoon, was ordered to start at nine o'clock in the
morning. BSecause of the early hour sssigned, Bishop HMesvidal
of Our Ledy of Charity Church, declded to cancel the parade.
But by dusk, & orowd of 4,000 people had gathered outside
his church. In deflance of militiamen, who were watching
the buillding, a smaell boy plcked up a plecture of the Virgln,
and began to run toward the Governmental Falace. He was
shot and kllled by the soldiers,43

In the months preceding the Bay of Pigs invaslon,
the authorlties made severzl last desperate efforts to
subvert the influence of the churches. In lMatanses province,
a Csnadlesn-sponsored seminexry was permitted to remsain open
after some trouble had developed. This was a clever and
deceptive trick. The loecal officlals had discovered that
the seminary was expeoting some money from Canada to do more
bullding, s0 they waited until the funds arrived in Cute
before they closed 1t.49 Taxes were also used as a lever
against hostlle churches. The amount paid by one congrega-
tion was boosted from 800.00 dollars to 32,000,090 dollars.X
Needless to say, this was an effeoctive control. Finally

“Bz.m. September 22, 1960, p. 46.

49Personel interview, number 7.

OLa Perseoucion De La Ixlesis Qatollcs Ep Cubsa, p. 15.
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the government uppsed the amount of propasganda placed in
teacher menuals. Ixglo ¥y Lugha, & syllabus for secondary
teachers, accused the priests of supporting the old regime,
because, 1t asserted that this would permit them to feather
thelr nests with s softer lining.-t

The government's position concerning religlon wes

aptly stated by an underground freedom fighter, who wrote
an anonymoue letter to a group of Amsrlcan students visiting
Cuba. He declared:

The Communists have left a few churches open and have
allowed a few hundred Oathollc priests and Protestant
olergymen to exerclse a few limited funetions. Thess
are pure Communist tactics. ieny more countries remain

to be conquered ln Latin America, and religlon there
is very important.>5?2

5lszers. Cube: Ihe Soclal and Zoogomlc Revolution,
p- 113"11 .

nymous, A aba's Studer Ezfgggg
Gables: Service Offmset rress, 3)e P his document

has an interesting history in itself., +vhen an ‘merlcan
delegation of students headed by Levi Laub visited Cubs

in 1963, this letter was glven to the students in an unique
manner. The anonymous freedom flghter, after calling Mr.
Laub three times by telephone, being careful to make each
call less than 100 aeconds (because of the monitor system),
entered the Hotel Havans Riviera at 1:45 AM, and placed the
eighteen-page letter in a fixture in the men's room. Laud
recelved the letter, but his reactlon has not been made
publie. Florids exiles received a copy of the letter on

A?gust 4y, 1963, and declded to publish 1t shortly there-
after.

The number of churches in Cuba thet are still ororative
1s perhaps lmpossible to determine, but figures are available
on the unumber of persomnel left in Cubza in 1363. The following
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IV, RELIGIOUS 2037 7ULI Zhs OF il &Y OF oIus

tastro was not caught napping at the invesior of the
bey of Pigs. The G=2, and the Committee of Frlends, Lzd been
elerted well in advance., DBefore the attagk force landed,
they had made rather extensive praparations to rouandup and
quearantine anyone whose loyalty was suspected. It was zlseo
decldedi, since many of the Cuban »risons were operasting at
near ocapacity, to detain the false natriots In conflscated
houses, and in unoccupled govermment buildings.53

On the morning of April 17, 1361, the search began in
earnest. rriests, slong with hundreds of other zroups, were
plsced in the improvieed J21lc without any charges belnyg
preferred. The average duraticn of these enforced vislits
wae somewhere between ten and fifteen days, with violent
onses belnz transferred to regular prisons. While the churches
were vacant, more looting toolt place «- even the poor boxes

were cleaned out while the prliestes were gone.54

estimates are token fronm Le Persecuclon De La Izlesis Oatellca
Ep Gubs, p. 28,
£royinoe 2i8hons iriests
Iinar del 3Hio l T
La Habana 1 56
Matanses 1 i7
Las Villas 1l 14
Cameguey 1 11
Oriente 1l 18

Yersounal lnterviews, numbers 7, 9, and l1l4.

U

4Lersonal interviews, numbers 7 and 14,
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The militiamen used the Bay of Pige inveslion as an
excuse to further discredit religious people and priests in
the ayes of the oivilians. In faot, their treatment in April
was worse than 1t had ever been. For instance, in Soledad
the military drank the sacred wine, danced on the altars, and
ran through the streets in frocke singing "Cha - cha = cha.">>
In Camaguey, =2 congregation in worship was ridiculed, denuded,
and searched by militia-women for weapons.55 In nearbdby Pinar
del Rio, the Vicar-Gensral of that province and three of his
assoclates were seated at s table with lewd plctures in front
of them. As curiocsity seekers passed by, they were informed
that a search of the priest's quarters had produced the
photographs.57 At La Salle college, mllitiamen dressed in
the clothes of the La Salle Brothers, Jokingly imitated the
words and gestures of an o0ld Mexican priest. This man had
been standing ready to administer the Last Sacrsment to
Prisoners who were being held on the roof top of a building
of the 0011933.58 Even after the battle had been won by the
Cuban forces, the ridicule continued. Father Macho, who had
made himself avallable to treat the wounds of the unsuccessful

55La Persecucion De la Iglesis Oatollica Ep Qubs, p. 20.

58cuba and the RBule of Law, p. 158.
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invaders, was taken into custody =zlso. "His guards told him
to ask hils savior for help and said they would test his
priestly vows of cellbacy by putting a nasked fifteen-year-
0ld in his cell,."3?

From April through September of 1961, the Cuban govern-
nent closed a8 many churches as time, men, money, and publlic
opinion would permit. The clergymen wers 8o reduced in
number thet they had to practically create oclirouits, muoch
like the Asbury Methodlste of an esrlier American era., With
long distances to cover, and masses to be sald in several
churches each Sunday, the priests were forced to withdrew
from political activity. They became known ag '"men of
silenoe."6° Not the silence of cowardioce, but the silence
of patience and long-suffering. Not the silence of timidity,
but the silence of the industrious fighting the battle of
time. Not the silence of the hesitant, but perhaps the
silence of remorsefulness =-- wondering, in reflection, if
complacency, not Oastro, was the cause of the Cuban topsy-~

turvy world.

5970hnson, Ihe Bay of Pizs, Dp. 296-297.

605tatement by Richard Cardinsl Cushing. Recorded in
Gllman, "A Man in Havana," p., 568.



CHAZTER IV
THE PERVERSION OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

In the eyes of professlonal educators and lntellectuals
no school 18 cver classifled as perfect, but perhaps it 1is
fair to say that compared to other Latin Amerlcen schools
those 1n Cuba ranked near the top. Some serious deficlencies
existed 1ln the early decades of this century, but the Cone
stitution of 1940 did make an education finelly avellable to
almost everyonn.l By sdvancing steadily, Cuba had in 1950,
according to & United Hations survey, ar illiteracy rate of
22.1 per cent, which placed it just below Argentina (13.6),
Urugusy (15.1), and Ohili (19.9).2 These figures do leeve

lynder the provisions of the Constitution of 1940,
a student entering a etate college would pay a flat yearly
fee of thirty dollars, in addition to 2 ten dollar laboratory
fee, and a five dollar ohario for matriculation. For further
information, see Turosienski, Educption ip Cubp, P. 47.
2Quoted fron Jose Rodriguez Eepeda (ed.), %ﬂg'§nl§hna
1o ggg Americas? (Miami: Moviento Unided Revoluc ria,
» P .

To serve the population of Cuba, which fluctuated
around the eight million maerk, the government provided the
following school servicest three state universitles located
at Havanas, Santa Clara, and Santiago de Cubaj; 21 secondary
high schools; 6 normal school#2; 9 commercial oolleges; 11
domestic sclence schoolsj 108 pre-high schools; and 40 educs-
tional missions; 1 fine arts school; 4 plastic art schoolsy
and 3 technlcal industrisl schools. In the oities 1,824 city
primary schools snd 1,597 kindergarten schools were established;
in the rursl ereas, 4,114 primery gchools were available.

These figures were compiled from gggg gggég (Havana!
Cuban Tourist Commission, 1956), p. 3, ci n%é@%ﬁﬁ%gggngm;gg
Y Elnsneiers, pessin.
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room for Improvemnent, but remembering theat the 1island has
only been completely liberated since 1934 the record was a
creditable one,>

To Fidel Castro, the school system of Ouba was
recognized as the bedrock of notlonel identlty, end could
te most useful in propagating the 1ldeals of the revolution.
Thus 1t wae entirely logloal when he urged the Frovisionsl
Government to declare the first year of the revolutionary
reign as the "Year of Literaoy."4 At least, part of this
rhilosophy was founded on sincere desires, because, after
all, Fidel had e long record of enrollment in schooles and
colleges. The initial plen that was oconcelved included not
only the educatlion of children, but it also contained pro-
visions for stamping out adult 1lliterazcy, partiocularly thoee
who lived 1n the isolated mountein rezions.

The amount of money esrmarked for educational purposes
in the firet yesr of the revolution is rather vague, but it
can be stated with certainty that the oversll budget for 1964
hovered eround two and a2 helf billion dollars, with "Cuba's
free educetionel system accounting for two hundred fifty

3Rager Umphers, "The Reletions Sgtween the United States
and Cuba Under the Flatt Amendment" (unpublished Haster's thesis,

g%ghm State University, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1933), pp.

4Personal interview, muber 12.
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thousand dollers. » « "2 Conslidering that the Alfabetizadores
end Bridadistes did not accept pay, =and remembering that when
new buildings were needed they simply oould be confisceted,
the quarter of s million dollars represented & substantisl
sun.b

In 1959 no one in Cube knew what would be the con-
sequences of the revolution, S3Some people claimed that as
known Communists were mppointed to govermment posts, there
were developing plens to spirit young children from thelr
perents and send them to Marxist-Leninist schools in forelgn
countries. Through a process of cultural and political
reconstruction they would be taught to "deny God, hate thelr
home and ebhor their parents."7 On the other hand, certaln

5Philip Geyelin, "Cuba's Economy," The Hall Street
Jourpal, Vol. XLIV, No. 222 (August 21, 1SG%), D 9

SIn 1964 the goverment claimed that it had tripled
the educational budget in eaoch of the last three years. It
elso clalmed that 1t had sent out over 1 million adults and
student teachers to stamp out 1lliteracy. For additional
detalls n;glseers. Zhe Seclel and Economic Revolutlon in
Sube, p. .

It is not meant to imply that the Castro governmment
did not bulld any new schools. However, some of these
activities were designed for showplaces. For a good survey
of what improvements were made see doocumentary photographs
by Henrl Cartier-Breason, "This is Castro!s Cuba Seen Face
to Face," Life, LIV, No. 11 (March 15, 1963), pp. 28-48; and

written summary by Robert Freeman Smith Ugéggg Sjgggi
%% ?nm- W &pd Diplomsoy (New Iar%m- okuan Assocliates,
0 ] pp' .
TEspada (ed.) %hl.! LI%nm.g 7, P. 18,
An exile related tﬁa% S‘%f end showe ﬁ%h&E% %?if%gif éovern-

ment publicatlon stating that all children over eight years
old would be teken from thelr parents., No indication was
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scholars belleved that the populace viewed the revolutlon
with complete optimiam. The Chancellor of the University
of Puarto Rico, Dr. Jalme Benltez, conjectured:

The Cuban Revolutlion was a veritable Sermon on the

Mount. » » «» Who can be sgainst 2 creed that reads:
Distribute the land, give to the poor, educate the un-
lettered, care for the sick, share the wealth, make public
what is private, make the stgangers your own, ralse the
humble, and level the proud.

The truth probably was in between the two polnts of view.

The professlionel segment of soclety rezlizad that they could

not gain much, but the underprivilezed certainly had oause

for hope.
I. "P" IS FOR FIDEL

Immedlately =2fter the Provisional Govermment tool:
office, the persons in cherge of educectlion were sumnarily
dischaerpged and new faces wvere apvolnted to 2direct the educa-
tional system. The individual copointed as Director of
Primary Education was Dules Marles Tscalene-Almelde, a well=-
known Communist. Her position wes subordincste to the Nianlster

of Culture, Vincentina Antune, 3ince nelther of these new

given vhat would then havpen tos them. Apdarently the govern-
ment oame to bellieve that this plan would allenate the people
toward the revolution, and cancellzd the 1dez bLefore it was
put lanto practice. Yersonal interview, number 8.

8sanie Benitez, ;gg _g;&gg ggba,
%mgg;ggx An Occasio r on the 1) Hew ox&:
enter for the otudy of Democratic Inlt tu o , 1961), p. 5.
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leaders possessed spesciel treining in the fleld of education,
the Government oreated an zd Roc commlttee to asslst them in
formulating policies. Of more intersst, however, is the fact
that this comnmlittee was also in charge of surveying the text-
booke used ln the primary scheols. Those books which were
found unesceceptabls to the sims of the revolution were destroyed,
gend new ones wWritten to replece them. The head of this group,
end the man who did most of the editing and rewriting, was
Dr. Antonio Nunez-~Jimenesg, the same individual who later
assuned preartiel leadership of the Agrarisn Reform. Working
as a tightly=knit group, these people weres asble to formulate
plans that drasticeally altered the system of primary education
on the island.”

A former schoolteacher in Cuba, presently serving on
the faculty of Guilford College in North Carolina, made s
return trip to Cuba in 1960. After a six-week visit he con-
cluded, "The school . . « i2 undergoing beslc changes.. . .
The 0l1d 8 = 5 (or 6 plus exmm plus 5) syetem 1s being replaced
with the 6 = 3 = 3, . . ."1° Thus, the authorities were
patterning organigational struoture after the Americen system,

in epite of antl-American propagende.

3 s Department of State Publicatlon 7171, Ilnter~
Americen Series 66 (Washington: Puresu of Public Affaire,
1961), ». 15.

10u11ty, Upderstending Qubs, p. 9.
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One of the first tasks of the Director of Zrimary
Ldugatlon was to elinlnate those teachers of gquestionable
loyalty to the revolution. Assoclated with thls problem
was the replacement of those who werae disquelified. Secondly,
provisions had to be made to give training to illiterate
adults, Whereas 1t might be supposed these people would
be placed in z special category, the offiolals declded not
to do so. In faet, the older 1lllterates were among the most
important to be given tralining beceuse they represented the
initlal strength of the state, Lastly, an inspection system
had to be devised for constantly checkling the instruction that
was being glven, end further to ascertain whether revolu-
tionary princliples were being inoorporated into the curriculum.
As the nature and lntent of the revolution beceme
clearer, the schoolteachers "went into exile in enormous
numbers. They were the first professlonal group to leave
Cuba."tl The task of soreening was made much easler than
enticipated., In areas where teachers did not leave of thelr
own accord, they were fired. In Oriente province, it was
estimated that 700 out of 1,000 primeary teachers were re-
piaced, and only 150 out of 2,000 secondary teschers were
1z

retained. ihe new teachers came from two ocategories: sone

11y L Letter from Gu §§'8 3tudent freedom Fizhter
Fldel Oaatr 8 utudent gts, p. 15, o

12perponal interview, mmbar 11,
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vacancies were filled with persons to whom the revolution
owed political debts; others by "students /whg/ were brought
into Havane from the farms and hills, living in commandeered
mansions, wearlng shoes for the first time, giving training
and indootrination, and sent out to become teachers in remote
ereas."t> Training schools were established in the Sierra
Maestre and Escambrey mountains at later dates, thus saving
transportation and certain l1iving expenses.l% Although males
and females were trained, the govermment preferred the former,
a8 they were easler to handle.l}5

The retraining of adult teachers came about in a
different manner, An elementary teacher in a state school
had the ocoasion to attend a retraining institute in the
summer of 1960, The classes were presided over by Dr.
Florenolo Carbo, with the meetings taking plsce in the
auditorium of the Cemaguey High School. Dr. Cardbo was
assisted by a soclal studies teacher from the regular high
school staff. The retraining exercises were conducted from
8:00 to 12:00 in the morning, with the session divided into
two equal periods. During the first block, the teachers
recelved speclal instruction on the teaching of socience and

" 13News i1tem in the Kanpes ity Star, August 5, 1964,
p. 28,

1l4personel interview, mmber 11.

151b1g.
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nathematice. New materlals and new methods were lntroduced.
After a short break, during which nany of the teeachers left,
another two-hour period wzs lnaugurated. In the latter sesslion
a stress was placed upon (1) the principles of moolalilsnm,

(2) the necessity of acquiring a good blbliography of soclal-
ism, and (3) anti-Americen propaganda. At least one book was
given to the teachers without charge. It was entitled
2xinciples of Soeislism in Oubaj also an extensive syllabus,
prepared by Elas Roos, wes distributed.l6

As the teacher shortage grew more acute, the govern-
ment decided to drop the need for teacher cextiflcatlon.,
Many of the falthful teachers, those who had trled to stay
on and do a good Job in splte of trying oclroumstences, became
discouraged and quit. There were also other faoctors that
contributed to thelr declsion. For example, the classrooms
often became a place for propaganda exercises to be conducted.
On one occaeslon an over zeeslous millitiaman stopped into =
room, and requested everyone to rise and Jjoin him in singing
the "Internationale."l7 Those teachers who protested thess

167hese fects were largsly obteined from the wife of
one exlle. Since she only contributed informetion in this
one category, her name hae not been included in the appendix.

t is interesting to note that in 1959, the word

Communism was cerefully used. Soclselisn seemed to be more
respectable, providing the sssumption that the Government
was not ready, or rather did not feel that the people were
ready, for the more extreme 1deology.

17personal interview, number 1.
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type of activitles were fired or given lengthy Jall sen-
tences,1® The walls of the classroom were slso used for
indoetrination. In Santa Clara, two piotures were hung in
a kindergarten room. One pioture daploted & stately Russian
soldler, standing ereot and emliting an aura of goodnessz and
strength. Beslde this portrait, hung & second ploture ex-
hibiting two drunken Amerloans. 3oth were otese and dressed
in crumpled clothing. Ons of the Americans held s half=-
empty bottle of whiskey, while the other apparently had
had his £111 and was lying on the floor.l9 To immature
minde, the lesson was effectively presented.

The textbooks used in the primary schoole have been
evaluated 1n both a positive and negative fashion. Dr.
Airam Hilty talked to several young tsachers, while he was
visiting Cudba, and they reported that the texts were
essentlally adequate, and 414 not contaln excessive anti-
Aneriocan propaganda.zo On the other hand, an exile, whose
elster-in-law was a primary teacher, dsscribed them as con-
taining too much revolutionery history. PFor axample, the
most popular primary reeder, written by Dr. Nunez~Jiminesg,

181 In an instance that wee cited a person was
confined for & five-year Jail term becsuse he opposed such
outside intervention,

191pig.
2011ty, Understandimg Qubs, p. 10.



69
wes 1llustrated with plctures of Nikita Khrushohev, Fldel
Castro, and Raul Castro., A student then would assocciate the
pletures with the captions underneath -~ such as "F" 1s for
Fidel, "K" 1s for Khrushchev, and "R" is for Raul.Zl
Finally, a French newspaperman, Serge Lafauve, visited
Cuba and was able to make a somevwhat comprehensive study of
primary books. The following two questions are represents-
tive of what he fouad:

1. In 1959, in the city of New York, about 6,112
youths were arrested for murder and 4,331 for other
ocrimes. How meny juvenile delinguents were arrested
in New York in 19597

2. The Ku Klux Klan was founded in the United States
to malntain by terror the supremacy of the white race.
Por how many years has this infamous society existed in
our neighbor's land?

The desired answers to such questions carry widespread
implications. Small ochildren are exposed to anti-American
yropaganda in s manner unnoticeable to them, and at a time
when they are eager to learn, Further, this method of
propaganda does not only affeot children. An ambassador

from one of the western nations has commented to the effect

21Porsonnl interview, number 1. The title of this
particular primer was zgnggggegg, and over two million coples
were printed by the govermment. The book was used in both
primary and adult education, thus the piotures were effective
propaganda for both age groups.

“2Seers, Ine Social and Ecopomie Bevolution in Qubs,
PP. 358-359,



70
that every Cuban school child has two parents and one
grandparent.23 Thus, if sohool lessons were discuesed in
the home, then they too received anti-American propaganda.
In faot, some of the older generation learn the lessons
better than the children. An o0ld, gnarled, 1lliterate
mountaineer adequately expressed his gratitude to the
revolutionary leaders by commenting, "Fldel Castro and Karl
¥arx are good men. 1 will kill anyone who tries to harm
Fidel Castro and Karl Marx."24 This man could have used
some classroom hours himself, but his statement reflects
the success of the educational propaganda.

The most heartwarming sight in Cube in 1959 was the
attack on sdult illiterscy. The director of the literacy
canpaign, Dr, taul Fernandez Uaballes, accomplished small
mlracles in recrulting snd outfitting teachers to travel to
remote areas and give the light of knowledge. In spite of
8UcceBss, however, the governmment did try to attempt to con~

ceal exact statistics.=> Thousands of Alfabetizadores and

23Philip Geyelin, "Fidel's Cuba:t Castro Hangs onto his
Big Pollowing Desplite Rising Economiec Woes," The We Street
douxrnal, Vol. XLIV, No, 217 (August 14, 1965), p. Eé.‘

Lo65 241;;“ item in the Topgks Oapitol~Jourmal, August 23,
s Pe Lo

254 ﬁﬁ% From Qube's Studept Freedom Fishter to Fidel

%%g%l%ﬁ& Q%gﬁxﬁ, P. 16, In this letter 1%t was alleged
¢ govermuent had permitted 200,000 workers to cop

thelr names on work cards, thus claiming these individuals
were fully literate.
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Brigadistas, armed with coples of thelr manual Alfabgticemos,
"two uniforms, including shirts, trousers, three palr of
boots, = beret, a haversack, and a hammock" dramaticelly
trudged the mountains and vallsey's searching for the falthe
zu1.26 Along with their personsl equipment, 145,000 parafin
lamps, and 104,000 pairs of spectacles were issued to peas-~
ants needing them.2! The "Year of Literacy" did indootrinete,
but 1t also brought 1ight to the dark, and sight to the
handlioapped. These acts of humanity, often accompanying
goenuine oconmpassion, instilled a trust and devotion to the
nevw govermment. To the reciplents of these gifts, Fidel
Castro had acoomplished what religion and republicanism had
long negleoted.

Agult education was also offered to those who had
already acquired a primary education. Gloris Mason, a Havana
resident who had abandoned & sascretarial course in 1358 to
assist the rebels in the Sierrs Maestra, now works in e
confisoated Proctor and Gembls factory; dut, for two hours a
day, s8he 1s permitted to attend olasses at the University of
Havuna.aa rfaul Valdeg, a thirty-five-year-0ld exeoutive, had

] 193265""’ Zhe Sogisl snd Economic Revolution in Qubs,

2T1pag.

28pn111p Ge " G ' a1l Stree
) yelin Cubal'ls Sconony," g g Streect
dournsl, Vol. XLIV, No. 222 (August 21,'193%7, P+ 9.
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studied in night school for twenty years and still hed not
finished his secondary education. Now, having completed 1%,
he wae rewarded by belng appolnted the head of the largest
cigar compeny in Ouba.29 The success of such people inspire
others to continue thelr education. Perhaps it 1s true that
many of the semli-illiterates will be replaced by the "New
Cubans”, but for now they £ill the gap between promise and
decay.

II. THI TCCADOS

The most ilmportant educational program that was under-
taken 1n Cuba after the revolutlon centered upon the indootrinas-
tion and the scademic training of children in the secondary
school age group. They offered the greatest challenge to the
creation of a Communist state. Unllke the smaller children,
and unlike unlettered adults, these chlldren had the rudiment
of an intellect, but they also possessed a knowledge of
republicanism. Therefore, a program had to be devised that
. would galn thelr loyalty and in addition would ocause them
to be impervious of parent's pleas: TIleam that might caution
them to be susplolous of the new regime.

From the standpolnt of getting the job done, Pedro
Abrll was a good choice to hold the title of Director of

29;9330
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Secondary Zducation. After carefully analyzlngz the problems
of secondary education, he declded not to proceed in the
manner that had been taken in the pdrimary area. Instead,
he bellieved 1t would be more beneficlal to select a ocore of
100,000 students and concentrate on them.’C These young men
end women "would owe everything to the revolution . . .
[and/ nothing to the past.">l Decauss of the importance of
the project, great care was used to seleot the right candidates.
As 1t turmed out, students not only came from Cuba, but from
all over Latin Amerios.’2 A scholarship wae awarded by the
Department of Culture that generously gave "free room, board,
and education.”>> 1In order to keep the New Cubans from too
close an assoclation with thelr parents, offlicials brought
then to Havana for thelr schooling. There they occupled
luxurious hotel rooms and the vacated lavish homes in the

lush Miramir and Vedado diatriots.34 The girls were provided

o6t 30personal interview, Dr. Robert Cohen, December 1,
1 .

S1The New York Iimes Mazazins, June 21, 1964,

Pe 5.
32Jose Rcdri
guez Espade (ed.) %ggp
es (Miami: Movimiénto dad %evo%u-

ciam 963 p. 1; Zsvpada,
et 2o 18, Lan Ihis Happen to the

33the Toneks Sundey Cavitol-Journal, July 5, 1964,
Pe 30

>4The New lork Iimes iiesazine, Jume 21, 1964, p. 5.
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attractive uniforms, with blue, green, and gray blouses,>>
The rations allocated for the students were of the highest
quality, and, as an extra benefit, they were permitted to
attend the theaters, movies, and concerts at token rates.3b
These were the Becados.

The parents of the Beocados looked with pride at what
was happening to thelr ohildren. Morris Rosenberg, an
American journalist, interviewsd many Cubans throughout the
provinces, In their responses to his questions, they were
quite adament sbout the affeocte of the revolution. A Santiago
hotel sentry exclaimed, "Fldel gave me a good Job at the
hotel and gave me a good apartment. We have free medioasl
care. My dasughter is getting a free education,">7 A Negro
cab driver was even more enthusiastic. He replied, "I live
& hundred thousand tlimes better since the revolution., ..
My son is getting a techniocal educetion that doesn't cost
a cent, That is worth more to me than food."38

The resction of students, who had elther completed
the program, or were close enough to it so they could also
offer an evaluation, was Just as favorable. Even those of

the middle and upper classes passed through a metamorphosis,

35Ipid.
36 1pad.
>Trne Zopeks Sunday Cepitol-dourmel, July 5, 1964, p. 3.
381114,
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A sixteen year old girl from Camaguey commented, "Before
the revolution I never reallized there was 2 soglety around
me where people dled of poverty and disease.">? Another
young student replied in the same vein, "We do not support
the Revolutlon, we are making it."4° A former shipping
clerk, now studying englneering, agreed by announcing, "We
have turned from our private concerms to work for soolety.
The technical revolution == to war against nature -- can be
a motive of personsl enthusiasm,"#l

The specific Ilan of Educetion for the Becados remains

obscure. But fragmentary evidence leads to the supposition
that excellent teachers were provided, and that a close
govermmental eye supervised the curriculum. Military
personnel served as llaison officers, occupying important
positlions in the various student organizatlonn.42 Fhysical
education courses were dropped in favor of militia train1n3.43
A speclel emphasis wes placed on loyalty -~ it was to be given
first to the state, then to the family.44

39The New York Times Megazine, Junme 21, 1964, p. 181.
401211.

41m.

%24e Varons, Ine Drams of Cubs, p. 18.

43Personal interviewa, numbers 9 and 14,

44As in the case of the clergy, schoolteachers were

rounded up and quarantined during the Bey of Pigs invesion.
The wife of one exile was taken to the house of Dr. Zayas-DBazen,
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Pinelly, Jurt as in the primery school progrem, the
textbooks wers oarefully scrutinized. Textbooke for courses
in government were all rewritten, and in some cases printed
in Russia. Although they eppeared to be truthful to some
observers, 1%t wes noted that there were no refersncses to
the United States. When e forelgn country was needed to
Nlustrate a2 certain point, it was likely that Ruesis, Albanis,
or ¥oland was used., Marxist~Leninism became a regulired course.
The new texts, generally, as well as the new courses, were

subtle mnd effective.45
III., TE0HNICAL SCOHOOLS

Prior to the revolution & large number of technlcal
collezee exlisted throughout Cubz., Though smell, they served
en important function. 45 8 rule, these schools operated
only in the eveninge and were served by & part-time sdninig-

trative staff end faoculty. Iy employing & limited curriculux,

. former governor of Camaguey. During this time, the lady, almo
a tesochsr, was glven a very personal search, her Jjewelry was
teken, and any monsy or other vealuables were oconfiscated to
contribute to the revolutlonary effort. This person noted
that several of her students conducted many of these activities.
Unknown to thelr teachers, and perhaps thelr families, these
Joung men and women were secoretly members of the Friends of
the Revolution. It 18 also interesting to note that a Becados
progrenm was also instituted in Camaguey. The Catholic private
echool, Immaculate Conception, was closed, the teaching nuns
releaced, and the bulldings converted to publiec high school
use. Fersonal interview, number withheld by author.

45, Letter From Cuba's 3 N . .
Cantro's St Gieeye. o siudent Freedon Fishter fo Fidel
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many of the smeller communities could offer a technicsl
education in such subjects as economios, business law, and
clerical tralining. The faculty usually consisted of teachers
employed on a full time basis elsewhere, or from members of
the legal profession. ¥or services rendered, the professors
could earn from 100.00 to 295.00 dollars per month for
instruoting, and, in addition, for serving as principal,
an extra 60.00 dollers was added to the monthly check. The
poorly-paid teachers welcomed the "moonlighting" inocome, and
the legal profession often found that the graduates were
potential clients once they were established in the business
world.46

In 1959 many of the teachers in the technical schools
began to experience difficultlies with the newly-appointed
districet supervisors. The Prinocipal of the Commerclsl Oollege
of Marinanao found himself in trouble as soon as the fighting
had subsided. A female supervisor chatted with him, and in
the course of conversatlon made it qulte clear that the
- revolution frowned on dual employment. This lawyer, very
familiar with the promises offered on the Volce of the Slerra
Maestra, declded that teaching, though it paid much less money,
was g more secure profession than the practice of law, A

short time later, however, the subject was appointed to a

“Porsonal interviews, numbers 2, 7, and 8,
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judgeship, probably because he had not offered serlous
resistance to the new supervisor's instructions. Then, too,
in 1959 the Provisionsl Government was still paying 1lip
service to the law. Nevertheless, hefore leaving his post
at the commercial college, the lawyer was able to observe
several changes in the curriculum. First, it was decided
that 2ll extransous courses would be dropped. A hard oore
of simpler subjeots would be used in their places. For
exampls, "Customs and Duties" was replaced by & bamsic econonics
course. Since the leaders of the govermment would handle
complicated problems like oustoms, duties, and tariffs, the
individuals 414 not have to worry about these things any-
more. Secondly, the older texts were reviewed, and Russilan-
printed books wars substituted. In evaluating one of the
new editions, the exile commented:

The Ten Years War (1868-1878) in former texts was
depicted as a patriotic revolt and our leaders were
built up. The new text, for the course that I taught,
oompared this fight with the American Revolution, stating
both were fought for ocapitalistic-economic-interests.
They 414 not want Spsin and England telling them what
to do. Wars were not for the love of liberty, but for
the landed aristocracy. $ho reputations of the Cuban
Patriots were tarnished.?

This sxcerpt effectively i1llustrates one of the main theses
of the New Cuban officlals. The old lesders, the traditions,

the natlive customs, sll of those factors which dblend in a

47Porsonal interview, number 2.
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magleal formula to develop sensible nationallism, had to be
dlsoredited. 2ut always a plausible and semi-rational manner
was attempted.

In addition to the same type of changes ag those
desoribad above, a Matenses lawyer and govermment economist,
who also served as vrincipal of e Oatholic private school
and a8 an instructor in an imnstitute of technology, had
trials of s different nsture. At the private school, trouble
aross because laborers, who were buillding additions to the
school from funds doneted by & Canadien religlous order,
demanded that the college owed them back weges of over
50,000.00 dollars, In order to avoid ocompliocations, the
school msettled out of court, A faculty member, after viewing
the timidity of the administration over the dispute, decided
that his pey wes in arrears slso. Again the principal wrote
out a check., With constant trouble beseeching the officlals,
some sighed rellef when the institutlion was closed in April,
1961.48

At &n Institute of technology in Matanses province
more serious problems arose., DBeginning in 1960, the cur-

rloulum was revised and Russlan texts, which were simple and

48personal interview, number 7. Silmilar changes to
those of Marinanso occurred in traneferring to & more limited
currioculum. For example, a course called "Enterprise

Organlzations" was dropped, and a baslc business course
subatituted.
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attractive, and which resders could understend, were pur-
chased by the government. In this school, however, the
serlous interruption of scholastlic endesvors came from the
students. The following is typicel:

In the classroom next %o mine an older professor was
conducting £ cless in literature, Tweo militis mer sprang
out of their chealrs during the lesson with drawn pistols,
and shouted, "Now we must study Merx." With violent
fist fights starting over this interruption, the pro-
fessor completely lost control of the claes,

Hearing the nolse in the classroom I immediately ran
into the room to see what was the matter. As soting
principal, I expelled the two unruly students. But when
the regular principal returned, he sald I had incorrectly
analyzed the situation. Ee wanted to reverse my decision
and expell all of the students, except those who wanted
to study Marxisnm.

At s faculty meeting held later, and to which the
female district superintendent was invited, I proposed
s ocompromise. ©Since the older instructor could not handle
his cless, I suggested that he be replaced, and that all
the students should be permitted to stay in school. The
principal refused. I told the Educationel Supervisor
that she could choose between the prineipel and me. She
sald I gguld g0+ From that time on, my life was in
denger.™-

Some other minor changes ocourred. Most of the
faculty members, who were not under surveillance for one
recson or another, were offered rasises in salary of up to
one hundred dollars per month, providing that they voluntarily
forfelted any other Jobs that they were holding. In sddition,
the name of the school was chenged to honor e revolutionary

patriot who wae Xilled during the course of the fighting.

491b1a.
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Iv. TERROR SCHOOLS

In the schools alresdy mentioned, it has been noted
thet physical edunemtion courses were dropped, and a type of
universal military ¢training was substituted. This program
wes desligned to create ¢ minuteman army. In sddition to the
informel instruction in militasry procedurses, the regular
nilitary colleges 0f Cuba were opened for formal trsining.
At "E]l Mariel,”" the Neval Academy in Piner del Rlo, there
were "ll-and 12-ysar-old children learnling how to combat
arms, "0

In addition to "T1 Mariel” and its aruy counterpert,
"El Morro," the govermment created nine other military
echoole, since dubbed "Terror Schools."” ITwo examples were
located at Tarara and Mindos de Frlo.”t As in the case of
the Becedos, students were soliclted not only from Cubse,
but from all of Letin ‘merlice. According to one graduate,
the purpose of the schools were to "traln revolutionaries
in sabotage, subversion, end guerrilla warfare."22 To super=
vise the basic training at Tarera, Gensral Alberto Zayo,
vho had assisted Castro in llexlico, was brouzht in. Futting

in long hours, sometimes =8 many <8 slxteen a day, seven

0 personnl interview, number S.

51Mar1n, "Inside z Zastro 'Terror School'," p. 1l35.

521144,
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days & week, the reorults studied from Bayo's handbook,
150 Questions for a Guerrilla. Upon recelving a "diploma"
from this institution, the students went to an advanced
course lasting for four months at Mindas del Frilo.

Commended by General Enrique Lister, the advenced
school specialized in "fleld training irn the uss of heavier
arms, antisireraft guns, and other weapons.">> Since most
of the agents would be sent to other Caribbean and Latin
American nations, it was also declded to incorporste more
subtle toplos inte the currioculum. Among the more interesting
minor fields were political blackmail, how to rob banks,
hljack payrolls, how to sabotege industrisl plants, the
destruction of natursl resources, how to foment strikes and
riots, and finelly how to effectively use political assassine-
tion. All in all, the combined graduating potentisl of the
nine schools was in the neighborhcod of five-to-six thousand
graduates a year., Sufficlent untc the day to keep Cuba's
geogrephical neighbors on constant guard!54

V. THE UNIVERSITY OF HAVAMA

Ihe most famous school in Ouba was founded Jointly
by the Fapal Bull of Yope Innocent III (December 12, 1791),
and tne Decree of the Spanlsh foyal Uouncll of the Indes

53£m‘, Pe 20.
S¥ibid., Pe 1l9.
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(Lpril 27, 1792).55 Approximately six years later, the first
students were admitted, As the school developed ianto ean
important inmtitution, the students, with & typical Latin
Ameriocan passion for politics, demanded a larger voice in
the affalrs of the national govermment. During the period
of time from 1930 to 1935, the university was officlelly
closed twice for revolutionary activity.55 In 1937, how-
ever, it was reopened and granted full autonsmy, and could
proceed with & faculty and ourrioulum over which the federal
govermment hsd no control.

In 1956, President Betista again found it necessary
to stifle the academic life, The University of Havana, de
lag Villas at Santa Clara, and the University of Orlente
were &ll closed. This msy be one resson why Castro had so
much success in enlleting the ald of students for his move-
ment, In order to reward the students for their contribution
t0 the revolution, Cestro, fourteen days after he oame to
power, urged the frovislional Govermment %o pass Public Law
1l, whioch in effect, invalidated the degrees issued by private
colleges.”! In addition.‘it wes announced thet all students

S5Turosienski, Education in Cubs, p. 46.
sslhlﬂ
57Josogh 3. Roucek, "rro-Communist Revolution 1n Cuban

Education," of Inter-imeriocan 3tudles, Vol. VI, YNo. 3
oulys 1954) ) ppea8ts5E, ' ’
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who had received degrees during the period November, 1956,
to Jenuary, 1359, would have to welt one year before they
would be permitted to practice their professions, as "they
should have been helping in the revolutionary movement, not
ettending classes.’8 In discrediting privete schools, Castro
effectively stimuleted enrollment in state-supported institutlons.

During the first quarter of 1959, the new gavermment
gave a primary emphasis to higher education. In February and
March, the Universities of de las Villas and Orliente were
reopened. Much more carse wag used, however, before the
University of Havana was permitted to come back into the
service of the state. First, military troops oocupled the
physical plant from January to May, making sure that the
previous officiale dld not reopen the schools by their own
directive. Secondly, the statutes of the university were
examined and many rewritten. Thirdly, former faoculty members
who wished to return to their Jobe were carefully screened.
Lastly, attention was given to providing the students, the
right students that 1s, with more power within the area of
university administration.59

The revolutlonary laws reopening the universities were

popular ones. Enthusisstlc young peopls from all over Cubda

53Persona1 interview, number 4.

>JRoucek, Jourpal of Iater-Amerigan Studles, pp. 328-335.
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rushed to Havena to begin classes. In fact, the eanrollment
which reeched s peak of 16,000 doubled the last enrollument
statistics issued in 1956.50 The growth was not without
conflict, especlally in the student organizations. The
most colorful controversy was over the eleotions for the
leesdership of the Federsoclon Estudisntil Universita. The
two cendidates, Pedro Boitel and Rolando Cubdbuels, campaigned
furliously for votes, but shortly before election day, Boitel
declded to withdrew. Cubuela had eppsrently succeeded in
obtalning the assistance of his close friend Raul Castro to
intercede for his cause.5l With the vote officlally declaring
Cubuelsa the winner, & former army Major, Angel Quevido, was
selected as secretery of the organization.52 Both men were
revolutionaries, and seemed to be willing to use their
influence for the furthering of the revolutionsry principles.

The changes in the educationzl patterns at the
University of Havena were similar to those of other levels.
The curriculum, having been tightened, offered fewer courses;
the professors found it mpst difficult to control unruly
students; and, finally, academic standards seriously dropped.
After continued harrassment by the government and revolutionary

60tne New York Iimes Magazine, Jume 21, 1964, p. 5.
®loube gnd the Rule of Lew, p. 248.
®2urrutis, Fidel Castro % Cogpeny Inc., p. 92.
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students, many "professors resigned, others were dismlssed,
and soms retired. . . ."53 As late ms October, the Junta
was 8t11l looking for qualified nmen to £i1ll1 seventy-asight
vacancles in the school of Arohitecture.Gh Medioesl pro=-
fessors wers just as scarce. Zarly in 1960, a solution was
found. The "friendly" hand of the Sovlet Unlon offered to
locate capable teachers and transport them to Cuba. ILater,
when Soviet military personnel invaded Havena, the city
moquired a somewhat cosmopelitan atmosphere.65

Student oonduet at the university reached an all-
time low. Vhereas befors the revolution only "gangsters"
wora gldearms to classes, now 1t wes the accepted standard.
@With the admission of students to the colleges, some of
whon had never finished high school, all types of methods
were employad to pass courses. In the Engineering Oollege,
one faculty member dlsmissed a student on academic grounds.
This oaused a furor that lasted for months. On another
occasion, "Engineering students amked the professor to
leave the room, because his presence made copying more
A1££10ult."56 How good such students will be at their chosen

professions, is a question that only time can answer.

631p1d., ». 98.
641p3d., p. 99.

65Parnom1 interview, Dr. Robert Cohen, December 1, 1964.

S6urrutia, Pidel Oastro & Comesny Iac., p- 95.
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In conclusion, it seems necessary to say that the
early revolutlonsary educational system wes paradoxical.
Thers 1s no doubt that more people were receiving an educa-
tion in 1961 than in any previous year in Cuba's history.
But, the quality of olasses, instructors, textbooks, and
physioal faocilities had dipped sharply downward. In addi-
tion, the school under Oastro’'s supervision became 2 soclial
agency for oultural reconstruction. There are Ameriocan
philosophers, like Theodore Brameld, who would defend the
right of the state to use schools in this manner, howsver,
he probably would agree that ths education of the chlldren
should not be neglected because of 1t., Nevertheless, schools
in Cuba will be the instrument that wlll either make or
break Castro's ambitious plans.

The Minister of Education, Armando Hart, after sure
veying the entire sducational movement proclaimed, "Everyone
seems to be in 8ochool."7 In a sense this was true. The
statement would have been more correot, perhaps, if he had

said, "Fldel Castro hes given everyone in Cuba an 'education'!.”

§TLaura Berquist, "My 28 Days ln Communist Cube," j 9ok,
Vol. XXVII, No. 7 (April. 1963)0 PP 1B=27.



CHAPTER V
THE DEATH OF A SOCIETY

In spite of the vast amount of populer and scholarly
literature that has been produced on the effeot of the Cuban
revolution on the lives of the Cuban oitligzen, no one has
succeeded in portraylng the total devastation of the revolt
on everyday life. While it is true that well-known words
and phrases such as Paredon, Agrarian Reform, the Bay of
Pigs, and the Quarantine all have taken their toll, there
have been more subtle changes that have altered life. It
ls the purpose of this chapter to record thls impaot.

I. SOMETHING OLD - SOMETHING NEYW

ALfter being relemsed from the shackles of the Flatt
Amendment, the nation of Cuba began to schieve some degree
of economic independence. Yet, as she advanced in this
direotion, the financlal bonds between her and the United
states tlightened., For exsmple, prior to the revolution
Gubans used over 250,000 Anorlaan automobiles in acoom-
Plishing the tasks of everyday life. With the severanoce
of diplomatic relations, spare parts and trained technicans
were dlfficult to obtain for necessary repairs to these
vehlcles. Consequently, when a Cuban businessman hails a
taxlioab, there is an unwritten law to the effect that he
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must help push the auto 1f it stells. Some spare parts are
avallable, but they are constructed out of melted-down pots
and pans in a Russian-built factory. The life spzn of such
parts have been estimsted st six months. In additlon, more
than fifty per ocent of the sir conditioning units in Cube
are in need of American parts end technical ekills. No
solutions have been found to overcome this inconvenience.l

Humor 18 sometimes found in deepest pathos. Those
pessants who had been asslgned apartments on the twelfth
floor of the new apartment houses in East Havana perhaps have
wondered, undermeath their breeth, if American-made elevators
would really be such an evil influencae., Some of the Ouban
workers who stop at a neighborhood tavern on their way home
from work in the evening may soon be driven to abstinenoce,
beoause, after listening to the same 1959 American phonograph
records for ssveral years on well-worn jukeboxes, they may
develop the feeling that they are experiencing an extended
"lost weekend." The recent World Convention of Archltects,
meeting at the beautiful pibro-anana (formerly the Havans-
Hilton), may also have caused some of the participants to
comment about the benefits of Communism. They complained
to the hotsl menager =zbout the lack of hot water, but soon

lPersonal interview, Dr. Robert Cohen, December 1,
1964; elso his documentary film "Ineide Castro's Cuba' and
leocture of the same date.
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the problem wee solved. Inexperienced engineers had hot
wvater coming from both hot and cold faucets, as well as the
commodes in the rest-rooms.?

On the more serious side, the aftermath of the revolu-
tion brought aoute food shortages. Farticularly meat and
dairy liems were scarce. It became a common custom for olity
dwellers to Jjourney to the country in an attempt to parsuade
fermer relatives and friends to sell excess supp1103.5 The
shortages became 80 acute that correctional judges were
instructed to impose atiff pensltlies on persons who 1lllegelly
possessed or tramsported foodstuffs, 4 Clothing and ahoes
were Just es hard to obtain, An employee of a Havana plant
estimated production in that plant decressed by one-half

after the year 1959.° Government restrictions soon followed.

2Inig.
3rermonal interview, mumber 5.

4Public Law ¥o. 1013 provided a penalty of three years
privation of llberty for persons "selling, tramsporting or in
any manner trading with beef not acquired 1n legslly established
slaughterhouses, cooperatives, 'granjas del pueblo', or in zones
authoriged by I.N.R.A." Such szots were considered counter-
revolutionary. A subsequsnt law, No. 1035, expanded this to
"sundry farm nroducte over the country and ruled that severe
penaltles =- slx month privation of liberty -- would be given
to anyone who would acquire eny farm products in excess of 25
pounds." The penalty also applied to anyone transporting them.
In the ease of transporting 1llegal foodstuffs, the automobile
was subjeot to confiscation. The complete text of these laws
may be consulted in There Ia Not A F un 9t in The

_Q; ral Gables!
u cature moorsa t%n Ihf 21 pp‘ O=1Z,

SParsonsl Interview, numbdber =,
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Refugees leaving Cubs were only permitted to take "three
suits, three shirts, three sets of underclothing, and two
palrs of shoes,"0 1In addition, other shortages were alleviated
by forecing refugees to turn over thelr automobiles, homes,
furniture, and other business and personal possessions to
the state before they oould get passports to leave the oountry.7
The signing over of these personal possessions to the govern-
ment often brought frustration and anxiety. A Matanses lawyer
almost ready to leave for the United States omlled a state
inspector to come to his home and sign the necessary papers.
Before the man could arrive, however, the exile noted that s
drein in the house was clogged. He momentarily paniocked. He
recalled that he had stuffed two hundred rounds of ammuni-
tion down that particular drain in order to dispose of them.
Fortunately, & tight-lipped plumber was found, and all repeirs
were made by the time the state inspector came,b

II. THE STATUS REVOLUTION

In 1959, with the Frovisional Govermment firmly in
control of Cuba, the soldlers of the Rebel army returned to
thelr homes. Not all were content to plck up the pleces of

6Persona1 interview, number 1,

TPersonal interviews, numbers 1, 2, and 3.

BPcrsonal interview, number withheld by author.
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a former life. Some of them heard opportunity knocking, and
proceeded to establish s name and reputatlon for themselves.
Such was the ocase with Julio Suares:

Late in 1958, Jullio left his home in Havana to Jjoin
the Rebel army at Santa Clara. This was the area where
Che Guevara was opening s second front. Julio fought for
two days, promoted himself to ocaptaln, end decided that
he had had enough of war. He then left Santa Clara
province and hesded for Matanses. That was about as
far from the fighting as he could get.

When the fighting ceased, Jullio did not return to hils
prewar Job as a hospital orderly. Instesad Captain Suaresx
was appointed Chief of the Agrarian Reform for Matanses
province. Suareg, sn Italian imaigrant, was now &n
important man. He wanted to impress people with his new
power. In view of this, his favorite pastime was to
visit the homes and estates of once-influential families
and ask them, "What lands are you going to give to the
revolution?” One day thls question led to trouble. The
son of a former Senator became incensed end started an
argument. He was taken to Jjail.

I wes called to assist the Senator's son. But when
I got to police headquarters, Julio had me thrown lnto
Jail =lso. Eventually the police permitted us to make a
telephone ocall to Havana. Thers, members of Fidel's staff
vouched for us, and indicated that we should be released
until the ocharges were brought to trial.

Before the trial convened, I was commissioned to
investigate Julio's background. After doing so I dis~-
covered that he had ohanged his name, fought only twe
days for the revolutlion, and was not a true officer.

I read from the documents of my investigation at the
court trial. The room filled with laughter, whiech
irritated the presliding Jjudge. Finally, he declared,
"Everyone 1is free. ZEveryone get out."

Fothing bdut Jullo's pride was hurt in the Susrez ocase,
but others had more tragic endings. The fate of s high govern-
ment officisl, who had been appointed by President Batista,

9Personal interview, number 7. This narrative has
been edited by the writer to slightly add to the readability.
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11lustrates a more serious development. The son of thise
offloisl related this brief incident:

With the people sireaming in from the hills 1t was
hard for my father to know what to do. He went into
hlding for s week. In hls absence, the aotling adminis-
trator and the Chief of the Province interceded with
OJastro offlclals for his life. Finally the Chief of
Police visited me end seld, "Your father has done no
wrong, Why 18 he hlding?" 1In the course of our conver-
sation we made a deal. My father would surreander, and
1f no charges were filed against him within three days,
he was to be set free. Later he did give himself up,
and was subsequently released.

On the night of his release we held a party. It was
interrupted by Major Huber Matos, the militaxry governor
of the province. He, and his men, carried sub-machine
guns., He arrested my father, and as they hustled him
to the walting osr, I could see thet the former Chief
of Pollce was under arrest also. He hed freed my father
without asking permission of the new govermment. . . .
Many people did not want to understand. Father's houses,
ranches, and boats had all been taken by the government.
Leocording to the law, an official of the Batista govern-
ment was required to pay back what he had received in
salary for his term of office. Thus my father would owe
$90,000.00. However, property worth seversl hundred
thousand dollars had been taken. I wanted to get one
shrimp boat back., A friend took me to see a Oommunist
Maritime officisl, who had once been an offiocer in the
Batiste navy. He told me the shrimp boat wes being taken
care of -- but he couldn't do much to help. Later my
friend and I went to get a Coca~Cola. I told him, "This
is only propaganda.” He replied, "Oh, no! They will do
what is right." This man, a college grnggate and a good
Oatholle, eventually became a Communist.

Provislions had been made in the Constitution of 1340

for Agrarlan reform. Technically anyone who owned over

1°Personal intervliew, number withheld by author. The
father was released sgelin, and was given back a small 140
acre farm. Later he was lmprisoned for ths third time. The
man's wife, due to the stress of worrying over her husband
and children, has been committed to an asylum for the 1insane.
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two-thousand acres of land was subject to 1ts provisions,
but no records are availabdble to show whether thess articles
were ever enforced. Nsaturally, thls plan inoluded compen-
sation. The Agrarian Reform as practiced by the Revolutilon
was not as conservative. A Havana lawyer related the
following incildent:
A client owned 1200 acres of lend nesr San Antonlo
de Lae Vegas. 3Before he contacted me, a govermment man
armed with a maohine gun ordered him to leave his land.
The ownexr had a brother who was working closely with
Fidel, and he called him to try and obtain assistance.
Oastro promised help, but it falled to materialize.

As his lawyer, I went to the new plantation owner
and informed him that he had three days to legally leave
the premlses. I took along & court order and had taken
the precautlion of providing two wltnesses that could
verify my statements to the man. When I gave him a copy
of the court order he seemed pleasant end understanding,
but sald he could not comply, I wss never able remove
the man from the land, nor obtein compensatlon.

The owner of a large automobile agenoy described the
processes employed by the government in confiscating his
business. He had been doing 3200,000.00 worth of sales and
services a year prior to the revolutlon, but in 1959 he began
to have trouble. Pilrst, the diacipline of the employees
decoreased. Then officials of the Automobile Union came in,
end essisted him in creating batter working conditions . . .
working conditions mo good, in fect, that it was difflcult
to show & profit! On Ooctober 13, 1951, the government passed

a serles of regulatory laws. These almost destroyed the

1lrersonal interview, number 10.
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business. Yearly sales dropped from the previously mentioned
figure to just under §50,000.00. Later in the same yesxr, the
individual’s benk account was frozen. Shortly thsreafter,
armed members of the G=-2 entered the office, and ordersd that
the shop be closed. The workers and equipment wers spread
all over the city. A lifetime of work was orushed in a few
hours.12

The consequencee of such scts cansed once-responsible
neople in Cuba to despair snd to change thelr whole pattern
of 1living. A sister of one of the exiles threatened to ine-
form the police, 1f the man took a ploture of his deceased
parents from their home.l> Businessmen were afraid to carry
a2 briefcase on the strests, as they were constantly stopped
and searched to verlfy that 1t did not contaln weapons.:%

A Notary Publie, who was authorized to perform marriage
ceremonies, had on one oocasion t¢ stop during the service and
permit the enthusiasstiec couple to ®sing the "Internmationale."l5
Fourtsen leborers working on the newly constructed Havans
tunnel, enraptured with the 1ldeals of the revolutlon, deolded

to ask thelr union steward to request a ralse from the

12personal interview, mumber 13,
13personal interview, mmber 5.
l4personal interview, number 3.

15personsl interview, number 1.
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government. The next day all the men were Jalled. Tuocked
away securely for several years, they would no longer be &
mensce to society.16 Finally, one exile, after viewing the
prospects for the future in Cuba, declded to bdring his famlly
to the United States, So prior to lecving, he and his wife
periodically visited the Mid-Amerlioa Yacht Olub and spent
from $50,00 to §500,00 per evening. "It was the best time
I ever had in my life," he related.l”? Thus, the revolution
had widespresd sooclal implications, In many respeots, even
if Pide)l Camstro and his puppets were dethroned, scolety
could not revert to an earlier ers. What had been done,

was not to be undons.la
III. THE COURTS OF THE REVOLUTION

The Cuben Revolution struck a death blow to the
traditional Judiclal system. PFPrior to the instellation of
the Provisional Govermment, the nation had had s responsible
complex of courts. In fact, even during the 1llegasl tenure

lsPersonal interview, mimbar 5.

17Personel interview, number 8.

18!0 provide another conorete i1llustration of this
conclusion, 1t might be recalled that all deeds to property
and businessee were burnsd. So, if s new and democratioc
goverment was installed, it would almost be legally impossible
for people to prove ownsrship of former possessions, Personsl
interview, Dr. Robert Cohen, December 1, 1964,
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of Batista, the courts had a relatively free hand in declding
cases on thelr own merits. One of the most distingulshed
jurists in Cuba steted that before "the revolution . .
Justice was administered in 95 percent of the ceses,"19
The revolutlion blemished that record. The first pudlle
law enacted aboclished the Tribunales de Urgencia, and transe-
ferred to the regulsr courts ell of the oriminel ceses.20
On the surfece this was within the framework of the 1940
Oonstitution, but in reallty it provided for the establleh-
ment of the feared "revelutionary courts."

Theee courts were manned by untrained civilians end
ex-members of the Rebel Army.21 Records of these courts
have been examined by reputable foreign Jurists, and ocon-
clusions have been offered which stete they have lezalized
mass murder, torture, and, in general, perverted Justioo.22

What hes not been touched upon 1s how lewyers were curtalled

19peraonal interview, number 16.
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2lPorsonal interview, number 2.

22§or case hl-torios of many of those violationl of
Justioe see, Qube Esgarnic nte (V3 nes De
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from serving the best interests of their clients. A trial
lawyer, who resided in one of the largest citles in Cube, was
able to provide some insight into this area. He commented!
The G=2 were in complete charge., In one oase I made
several trips to the Jjail to see my client, but each time
was informed that he was with the G-2, and I would hsve
to wait. As it turned out, I was not allowed to see h
until we reached the courtroom on the day of the trial.2>
In another case, this lawyer's cllent was locked in a closet
for five days with only bread and water to eat and drink.
The man coufessed before he could talk with his counsel. On
other occaslons, he was permltted to see his cllients, but,
often, since they were locked in a small room with forty to
fifty other persons, who were all naked, 1t was impoeslible
to conduct any business., Flnally this refugee reported that
Public Law No. 998 allowed prisoners to be arrested, tried,
and convicted within a twenty-four hour perliod. These people
did not have time to even contact an attorney, and their
cases were not subject to re'view.24
There is some ludloatlon that 1n the outlying provinces
"Justice" was not that swlft. In faot, trisls were Bo ohaotic
it was difficult to even‘finish one., One man related:!
A woman was brought to triel by an old man who owned
a mortgage on her property. Ons of the opposing lawyers

polinted out to the Judge that the mortgage wee in error,
and that he would be offending Oastro if he 414 not rule

23Personal interview, number 5.
241p14.
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in favor of the lady. In the midst of the great confusion
that developed, the magistrate threw up hls hands and
announced, 'I wash my hands of this case. Everyone is
free! Zveryone out of the courtroom.'2
In another instance, a district Judge in & province nsar
Hevana indioated that even the regular Judges were hindered
in attempting to administer Justlce in correctionzl ocasmes.
He said, "When the testlimony on & case was finished I would
retire to my office to deolde on the sentence, Quite often
e Castro man would be stationed there, and would cautlon,
'0h Judge, remember times have changed. You must help the
revolution'."26 Under these circumstences, it wes Iimpoesible
for any system of Jurisvrudence to be followed. On November
12, 1960, Dr. Jose Morrell-Romeroc in a letter of resignation
from the Supreme Cowrt aptly stated the situation, He wrote:
The revolutlionary tribunals heve been permitted to
Judge the Jjudges and magistrates to whom the Constitue
tion edopted by the soverelgn people geve specilsl
privilege and statute for the safe d of their
independent exercise of thelr functlons., They are
rendered deteng’leal and the entire Judicial system
is threatened.
Writing in 1960, the Justice proved to be a good prophet.
The Judicial system steadily declined until the invasion of
the Bay of Pigs. Then almost overnight all resemblance to

Western jJustlce disanneared. To replace the courts, which

25pgrmonal interview, rumber 7.

26 personal interview, number ©.

2Tonoted from Cubs and the Rule of Lgw, P. T4-TC.
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in effact were the watchdogs of the government, the Committee
of Priends was organized to wetch the people. Ons wase created
in ezch ecity dlock and for each rural section. It hed the
vower to punish offenders on the spot. In addition, with
the committess serving as official officers of the law ==~ there
was not much possibility for gross misconduct, hence there was
no longer a real need for regular courts to exist. Oivil
liberty and justlce are concepts that have now passed into
the pages of Ouban history.

In review, the culturel revolutlon in Oube has affected
soclety more than the politicel revolution. Not one facet of
life has remained untouched. Familiar institutions are now
forelign. Famlly ties often have been split. In many osses,
friends have become foes. Luxuries have ceased. Necessitles
ars scarce. The rich have become poor. The poor have become
amblitious. The birth of Communism has brought death to a
soclety.



CHATFTER VI
CONCLUSIONS

The secds of the Cubden revolutlon of 1959 were planted
firmly before Fldel Castro cultivated a taste for politioal
power., By taking advantage of governmental turmoll and
social unrest, Oastiro was able to move into the national
limelight. It is true, however, that to aocquire control of
the Cuban soverelgnty, he temporarily aligned himself with
coalition groups such as the Civig Front. Nevertheless,
let there be no mistake. The revolution was his brain
child. It was successful, if for no other reason, because
the Oastro image and ideoclogy as portrayed to the people by
radlo, newspapers, and word-of-mouth propagends appealed to
the public. Fidel, the man, was compatible with the messianic
traditlon that Latin Americans hold so dear.

There were two separate revolutions ocourring in
Quba in the late fiftles and slixtles. For the political
revolution, Castro depended upon an organigation of dubious
international reputation ;- "the 26th of July."” Through the
support that this group extended to him, he was able to
fight, finance, and force hls way t0 a predominant position
on the island. To sustain the second revolution, the oultural
revolution, Castro depended upon an unorganized concept that
permeated all parts of the island ~- "the Revolution." By
gilving the peopie an ultra-natlionalistic identity, Castro
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was able to perform excessive acts without repercussions.
Everything was justified beocause it was neceasary for the
success of "the revolution." This type of ressoning grad-
ually enabled the government to usurp the power and authorlty
that at one time had been vested in the Homan Cathollo church.
Morality, industriousness, and peace of mind no longer had
a religious connotation, but were now a by-product of the
revolution.

The first year of the reign of the Provisional Govern-
ment war marked with confusion. Many unlearned and inex-
perienced people were not able to provide the leadership
that Cuba needed. They tried to bulld the utopia too quickly.
Because of this, a twofold reaction set in. PFirst, the
economic stabllity of the nation, which was already soft and
nervous, came close to collapsing; secondly, the elite pore
tion of the mocliety became rebellious. Thelir once secure
soclal and economic position was severely threatensd. Thus,
in 1959, the govermment was besieged with difficulties.

Partial solutions to both problems were found in the
coming year. Financial assistance by the Soviet Unlon in
the form of long term credits and direot ald alleviated the
economic problems. Although it wes necessary to ration some
items, the productivity of the island took an upward swing.
The second question was somewhat resolved by violence. The
leaders of the government decided to halt Aits oritics once

end for all. In addition, the outward show of force was
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enough to convince the fence~sitters that they had best de-
clare themselves as conflrmed revolutionary patriots. By
the time the Bay of Plgs invasion took place, Cuba was =
unified netion.

In concluslon, the Cuban revolution was dborn of
discontentment. Exieting evidence indlcates that there
was adequate Justifiozation for 1t to take place, but the
new lseders were secretly dedicated to acocomplishing more
than Just correcting former social and political evils.
They were intent upon bringling a whole new philosophy to
the nation -=- the phllosophy of Communism. Thers is no
doubt that it has already affected the people in diverse
ways, but whether 1t can erase the memory of democraoy

remains to be sesn.
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NDIX

ABBREVIATED BIOGRAPHICAL SKETOHES
OF OUBAN rxXILES™

1.

Place of birth:
Occupation of father:
Occupation of subject:
Eduocation:

Where last employed:
Average monthly 1income:

Political affiliations:
Professional organizetions:

Soclal organizations:
Year of migration:

2,

Plaoce of births:
Qcoupation of father:
Occupation of subjleoct:
Edueation:

Aversge monthly inocome:
Whers last employed:

Political affiliations:
Professional organizations:

Soclal organizations:
Year of migration:

Province of Santa Olara.

Legal profession.

Lawyer and XNo Public.
Dootor of Civil Laws, University
of Havena.

Provinoe of Santa Clara.
$1300.00

None.

Looal Bar Assocliatlion and
Notary Publio Association.
Knights of Columbus and various
{;ggoational clubs.

Province of Havana.

Legal profession.

Lawyer, professor, and maglstrate.
Dootor of COlvil Laws, University
of Havana.

$1160.00

Hevana and Pinar del Rio
provinces.

None.

Local Bar Assoolation. Held
various national positions in

it and related organizations.
X;g%oul, including Masonic Lodge.

¥Since the interviews were scheduled for specific purposes,

ocossionally some of the above questions were not asked of
every subjlect, or for various reasons a reply was not obtained.
When blographical data is not avallable the notation "no data"
has been entered at the appropriate place. It should not de
implied, however, that this brands the subject as unresponsive.
Also the writer has purposely deleted oertain information which
he believed would be prejudiciml to the person interviewed.

The writer has edited the blographical informatlon given
by each subjlect and has only placed those items in the above
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Flace of birth:
Cooupation of father:
Oocupation of sudbjeot:
Eduoeation:

Aversge monthly income:

Where last employed:
Political affiliations:
Professional organizations:
Soeclel organlzastions:

Year of migration:

5,

Flece of birth:
Qocupation of father:

Occupation of subject:
Education:

Average monthly incomes
Where last employed:
Politicsl affillations:
Professlional organizations:
Socisl organizations:

Year of migrastion:

5.

Flaoe of bdirth:
Ceccupation of father:
Occupation of subdbjeot:
Educationi

Average monthly income!
Where last emgloyodz
Politioal afflllations:
Professional organigations:
Sociel organisations:

Year of migration:

112

Province of Camaguey.
Businessman.

Lﬂ'y.rt

Dooctor of Qivil Laws, Univsrsity
of Santa Olars.

$4,000,00 (Includes wifs's
income.)

Province of Camaguey.
Autentico party.

Looal Bar Assooiation.

Fo 4data.

1961,

| Province of O ey .

Agrioultural businessman and
national govermment offioclal.
Leawyer and bupinessman.
Dooter of Olvil Laws, Jose
Marti University.

$300,00

Province of Cameaguey.
Liberal party.

Nons.,

Various,

1960,

Provinee of Hsvana.
Businessman.

Specialist in oriminal law.
Dootor of Civil Laws, University
of Havana,

$800.00 %o $1,000,00.
Province of Havana.
Autentico perty.

Local Bar Association,
Various,

1962,

descriptions that he feels will be helpful to the reader in
avaluating the quality of the individusl's statements. Further
n

data o8

e supplied to authorized persons under approved ciroum-

stances, Requests should bs malled directly to the author.



6.

Place of birtht
Ocoupation of fatheri
Occupation of sudbject:

Zducation:

Aversge mon inoome:
Where last employed:
Politloal affiliations:
Professional o izationa:
Social organizations:

Yeaxr of nggrnxlun:

Te

Zlace of birth:

Ocoupation of father:
Occupation of sudbject:
Average monthly income:
Where last employed:
Political affiliations:
Professional organizations:

Soeial organizations:
Year of migration:

8.

Place of birth:
Ocoupation of father:
Occupation of subjeoct:
Education:

Average monthly income:
Where last employed!
Politlical affilistions:
Professional organizations:
Soclal organizations:

Year of migration:

113

Provinoe of Matanses.

Legal professlon.

Corporation lawyer for govern~-
ment utlllti company.

Dootor of Civil Laws, University
of Havana.

§1.,000.,00.

Matanses province.
Autentloo party.
Local Bax Assoclation.
Yarious.

1961.

Province of Havena.

Natlonsal govermment offiecisl.
Government officlal, Attorney.
#1500.00.,

Matanses provinoce.

Orthedox party.

Lgeal and natlonal Bar Asmooia-
tion.

Rotary Clud and others.

1962,

Province of Orients.
Pharmacist.

Privete law praotice. Repre-
sentative for national utility

company .

Dootor of Oivil Laws, University
of Havena.

$1,000.00.

Provinoe of Havans.

Nonse.

Locsl eand nationel Ear Assocla-
tions.

Mid-Anerica Yacht Oludb and
others.

1962,



9.

Fleoce of birth:
Ocoupation of fether:
Ocoupetion of subject:
Eduoation:

Aversge monthly income:

Where last employed:
Political affiliations:
Professicnal organizations:
Sociel organizations:

Year of migration:

10.

Place of birth:
Occupation of father:
Ocoupation of subject:

Eduoation:
Average monthly inconet

Where last employedt
Politiocal affiliations:
Professionsl organizations:
Soclel organizations:

Year of migrations

11.

FPlace of birthi
Ocoupation of father!
Occupetion of sudbject:
Edueations

Average monthly income:
Vhere last employed:
Political affiliations:
Professional organiszationss

Soclal organizations:
Year of nigration:
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Province of Sante (lara.
Sugermill worker,

Lawyer and istrate.

Doctor of 0Oivil lLaws, University

of Havane.

8§400.00., (Had additional
inocome.)

Provinoe of Piner del Rio.
Kone.,

Local Bar Assooclation.

No data.
1960,

Province of Las Villas.
Fotary Public and lewyer.
Notaxry Pudblic. Lawyer for
importing-exporting firm.
Dootor of Civil Lswe, University
of Havana,

$2,000.00, (Included wife's
income.)

Province of Havana.

None.

Looal Bar Association.
Various loocal clubs,

1960.

Provinge of Oriente.

Fharmacist.

Netionel educctional officlal.
Dootor of Civil Laws, University
of Haveane.

$1700.00,

Withheld by author.

No date.

Looal and nationsl Bar Assocla~
tion. Notery Public Assoolation.
Various.

1962,



12.

Flace of birth:
Occupation of father:
Ocoupation of subjact:

Bduoation:

Average mon income:
Where last employed:
Political affiliations:
Professlonal organizations:
Social organisations:

Year of migration:

13.

Place of births
Qocupatlion of father:
Qccupation of subject:

Education:
Average monthly income:

Whers last employed:
Political effiliestions:
Frofesslional orgenizations:
Soolal orgenizetions:

Year of nmigration:

14,

Place of births
Occupation of father!

QOcoupation of subject:
Educatlion:

Average monthly income!
Where last employed:
Folitical affiliations:
Professionsl organizations:

Social organizstions:
Yeaxr of migration:
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Province of Havana.
Veterinarian.

Auxiliary lawyer. Federal
income tax lnspector.
Dootor of Civil Laws, University
of Havana.
$1200.00.

Province of Havana.
Orthodox party.

Ko date.

No data.

1962,

Province of Orlente.

Planter.

Teacher. Iadspendent business-
man.

Dootor of Fedagogy, University
of Havana.

Buainess grossed $200,000.00
per year.

Withheld by author.

Autentico party.

No data.

Vaxrious.

1962'

Province of Las Villas.
Landlord, plentation owner,
and cattleman.

¥ational educational officisl.
Dootor of Fedagogy, University
01' Hl?a.na. .

Retired.

Withheld by author.

Autentico party.

Local and national pedagogloal
assoclatlions.

Various.

1961.



1s.

Plaece of birth:
Qccupation of fzther:
Ocoupation of subject:

Eduecation:

Average monthly inoomet
Where last employed:
Politioel affiliations:
Frofesslional organligzatlons:

Soclal organlizatlons:
Year of migration:

16.

Flace of birth:
Occupation of father:
Ocoupation of subjeot:

Education:

Average monthly inoome:
Where last employed:
Political affiliations:
Professional organizestions:

Soclel orgenizations:
Year of migration:
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Province of Santa Clsra.

¥No data.

Lawyer. National govermment
officizl.

Doctor of Civil Lawe, University
of Havans.

No data.

Orlente province.
Constitutional party.

Local and national Bar Assoolia-
tions.

Vexrlous,

1961.

Province of Camaguey.

¥o data.

Lawyer. Judge. Government
official.

Dootor of Civil Laws, University
of Havena,

Yo date.

Province of Havans.

Nonea.

Locnal and netionsl 3ar Assocla-
tions. Prominent in Cuban
exile groups.

Yarious,

1960.



