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The purpose ot thi. stud,. is to show what role. the 

se"ants whioh Moliere used in his plSJs have in repre­

.enting the tault. ot men a. well a. wbat role tbey 

bave in Mollere" purpose ot plea.ina the a.d1euae. 

!he stud, attempts to aatalOn.e the various roles ••rvants 

tultill in oarl'1ing out these two purposes ot Moliere. 

!he study reveal. tbat seldom does a Bervant 

pla, his role with a sinsle purpose. Hovever, servants 

ma, be considered to pIa, one ot tour reles. Tbes. 

role., whlch are the basis tor the stud,. arel (1) 

servant. mlrror their lUsters or other charaoters; (2) 

servants serve as spokesmen tor their Mlu,tera and d.evis• 

• eana	 ot aohieving thelr _sters t desiresl () ••nants 

advlse	 their •••ter.) (4) .erYeDt. pIa, a oamio role. 

Sl:z ot Molie!'e's plays aN not a part or thi • 

• tud,. In t'1 va ot the.e play. there are no servant•• 

lfh••e pla,. arel !!.!!! Garcle, ~ Mariase t'oJlOe, Mil1certe • 

~ Pastorale com1gue, and 'slobi.• In the sixth pur• 
•ttImprolllptu !!. Veraaille., the olll, •• rvaDt, a.jan, 

perto~ onl,. the ordinary 4utl•• normally a.signed to 

.erYant., such as open1Dg doors, announcing gue.ts, or 

carTJiq ••••ag... Moll ere '. ohaNcters in the above­

.entioned plap aN drawn trom. lite, a. are the obaraoter. 

1n all	 hi. pla,... However, .1nc. this .tald, 1. cOlHlerne4 
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vith the role of servante. these six play. are DOt lDOlwlH 

in this .tud,._ 

There are eleYen pl.,.. 1n which one or more ."nan'. 
pertorm only the nOJ"lllal dutles BSsi gnad to .ervantlll, 

therefore, theRe servants are not R part or this study_ 

'l'he servants and the pla7s 1n whioh they appear aNI 

Brgast" in LtEtollrdlJ La Riviere and L'Bplne In Lee-

A •

PaoheUXJ AlIIansar in ~ ...P....r".....1..e..U8-.-e...1I rid1oules, Plipote 

in &!. IfartutreJ La V1olette, Gusman, and RaBotin 1n ~ 

JUan; Sasque 1n ~ Mi.anthrope, Da.e Claude, Brindayolna, 

and La Merluohe in L'Ay.rel Cllor.b" 1n Le. Amanta- ................
 
mae.rlq.e.; Carl. and Benna in W. Pourbel'1e. !!. SCapiDJ 

Monsieur Bob1ne' aDd JeaJmot in lI! OOllt•••• 4'H.oarbasna•• 

Jullen snd L'lplne 1n ~ ..1' ante. _ A.1de btca 

these .e~.nts who play yerJ minor role., all ••r9anta 

in Moliere'. pla,.. will be tN.ted 1n thill stud,._ '!he 

o~nolog1oal order ot appearance ot the plays vill be 

followed In e!lch ohapter. 
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Cf-T.A prrRR II 

SERVAftS MIRROR THEIR MASTERS 

OR O'l'HER CHARAC'l'ERS 

MolIere's 3erv~nts otten mirror the 1deas or 

acttons or thei~ masters or other characters 1n the 

play. The reflection g1 ven by tl-}e rni!'ro:r-Ing may be 

nearly 1t!entioAl to the master, or '.t may be alrnost 

the opposIte. In m1rroring the love of master for 

mistress, a valet and maid are generally quite brusque; 

they rely on their masters to express love wIth eloquence. 

Tn m1 r'ro%"1ng the ideas of thei r mas ters. the servants' 

language 1s generally more sim.ple and picturesque than 

their masters'. Mollere 1I&S, In tact, sOJr..etimes criticized 

because he at times portrayed servants who used a dialect. 

In ~ Depi t amoureux, Gros-Rene !111 rrors the love 

of his master Eraata for Lucile by bis love for Lucile's 

mnld, MaJ"lnette. In the opening scene •Gras-Rene tells 

El"8.ste :2 

AYec vous en amour je oours merne fortune; 
C.11. Cl- youa aUN. 111. clol' ItH O-..m.J 
La mattresse ne peut abuser votre fol, 
A. IIOlna que la au1vaDt. en t ••s. aut.., POll!' aol J 

2Ib1d., I, p. 406. (~Depit amoureux, pages
377-520.;-­
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In o1'4er to win Luelle'. love ENste 1. a'vieed by Lueile 

to win her father'. ravor, a ta.k he r ••r. will t811. 

But t~hen Marinette asks Groe-Rene whe re the1r love sta.nds, 

he repl1e., 

Un b:ymen qu'on souba1te, 
ED~r..... camme DOua. eat une chose b\eDtSt tait•• 
:e te veoJ me Teux-tu 4e m;m.? (Le Dist amour.us 
I, li, 18S-87). -­

'1'heJ eonelade "'.rr .lap17 ...h. repU•• , -A.,..o plal.l1",­

aDd he ••al. tb••are-•• vitb, "!Guo., 11 .urn••­
A _1"P1a.. OOIl'..ot b.....n _.b.r. ot the upp•• 01••••• 

requl..4 •• par.nt.' appl'O••l, "t on th. pa.' ot 

••..,.all'. 'h. oral .......' It.'''.'' (IN.....; aD4 llarla.,t. 

va. .lItt101••'. 

Bra.t.'. l ••k of ooan•••• 1. DO' .haN4 b7 

GPO.-a•••, but Oro.-a...• a1l"l'Or. 1_..1at.17 Bra.t.' • 

.1••101187. B j.alou, anA 01r­,. t...... alva7' to b. 

01alltllDO•• I 111. ~.aloU8J'. In orcle. ,. .bow 

hi. 1'1••1 yaW.. 'ba' L_l1. 1. lD 10•• wi'h ......, 

DOt v.li.., BN". a.k. Yale.. 1;0 ...4 • 10.,.. DO'. 1Ib10h 

be baa ~ua' 1'80.1.,..4 rro. Luo11.. ".le.. rea4. t • 

• t., reoopi••• the baDlvl'1tlD&, but valk. av&J' laqb!.q. 

K...t.'. j.&lou.,. i. turther h.lghtene4 when Ma.earill., 

ValeN" .,..1••, '.11. BN.t. aDd Oro.-ft" .bat Lull. 

and V.leN ba.,.. b••n .eor.t17 a.Ried. '1.1 ba. b ••a 

•••retl,. married but not to Lucile. He ha 117 aarried 
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Doroth•••• al.'.r ot Luolle, who oo••d a. Luo11. ant 

"ould .e. 'alere oaly .t nllbt. Wh_ TCarlfttl". eo••' 

to de11 ••r a ••'S&le f~ her mistres., Era.te .t.te., 

"Oses-tu me ~.rler, Ime double et trattre••• ?~ (L1 Depl' 

amoureux I, v, 325>. Oroa-Rene mIrrors, ~M'oseR-tu 

bien enco~ parler, r.-ella In1que1 W (1£ O;pll !lour,¥! 

I, v, 3)0). OPO.-~.n. bas now beco-~ jealous or 

Ma.oarill., Valire's vAl.t. beo.u•• h. r••ls the ••cret 

.arrlag. ot Valere and Lueil. will oa~~. him to 10•• 

M"r1nette. 

lucile and Marinette are not Jealou. ot ~ra.t. 

and aros-Rane, but theJ ar\t ancl"7 beoa\.ls. ot their J..lo..,. 

Luotle expresses her anger and her tear or weakdn1Qi and 

t'org1v1r1iEraat. in a sp••oh or twont1 11oe8 wlUsh Jlarlnat'. 

mirrors in tour lin.a: 

Vr&1ment, 0'''•• point p.ur, tit *&138'& r~1ro • noua: 
" a1 •• ..1_N ,.. .,.-Jpollr 1•••1. ..,••, 
Et Je •• rol. plQ\ot ttll. tout. ma v~" 
~e .on aN' 'NIt" all••1 _ ..._t etrY1. (~ 
n.plt ..oureux n, iv, 64S-48). 

Lat~ r' hotb Lucil. and. Han.etta are tH' to aar", "!'\en 

.-ve'"70na lO9.rn. of ttw seoret raarrla&i.\ ot -,alor. and. 

•DOJtOthee. 

ID 1," Pr;ol.y., ~ •••••snant.QAt 

who are the oppos1,. ot \belr lU8t.I'a bu' a jWtr1' ..ot 

*DOt'othoe had long btten pua.d ott as a .-on. ~aO&... 
l»7 latr aot!lep 1. 0"'1' .. hltill Ul 11da.ri' . 
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reflection of othe~' cha]""~cters l.n tr~. play. I·R OI-enge 

and Du Crolsy are men of CO'!l'"On senAe and na turl11 mannere 

who n!'c rebuffed by Ha£;delon ond her cOUl''!tn Cathos, 

two 3111y 21 rls r !'CY th~l I":oovlnces a.ping the Paris1 an 

eS1,rit oT·ecloux. For l'eve nO e, La Gr8.n1-:-e and Du Crolsy
E * ...................._ ~"'O
 ~ 

send their valets, T-iascRril1e ar~d J'odalet, dlsguls~d 

as I} marquis ann a vlscount, to woo the girls. The two 

•valets mirror ad~irably the two prenleuses in a play 

of which Castex and Surer say:3 

}~\s la comedie de Moliere n'est pas seVlemant 
aD. 4••1ara~1~n de lUe~r. aux outrancea pr.oleu••• 
qui, en ~e£enerant. on~ratnalent l'esprlt at Ie 
001 \lr. ell de dang.rea epp.eDts. o'••• _••1 1. 
premiere reven~tcttlon du bon lena at du naturel, 
.1 souy.at Invoqu.. parDO. IraD4. ola••lq.u••• 

ft. 4.81 r. to~ _ turalneeB and 008l101l aena. 1s a d••l r • 

•hown In ao.t ot 11011... '. la'.r pla,•• 

haoarille mirrors ln hi. ent1"8.no. the exasgerated 

lalta'1on or the ••Rr'1t pre01eux ot Wagdelon am aatho. 
t" 

as h. a.lEs hi. porteN to oa!'17 his ••4an ehalr into 

the bou... B. a11"1"ors thelr appnc1at1011 tor Rreoleuz 

poetl'J when he reel tel btl 1ppJlOaptu.­

lPlerre-georges Castex and Paul Surer, Manuel 
4•••tud•• Ut,.rat". tN_at••• (PaPi., LlbJilrt. 
~ette, 1~41', rfI. 106. 

4Despo1s, 2£. clt., II, 84. (Las Pr~cleuses 
ridicules, pages Jelj47T --­
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Oh, ohl je ~'Y p~eno1s pa~ gerde:
 
lfaD4l. qu., .aM soq_r a ~l, j_ nu. "prel.,
 
"otT'e oal1 en taplno1e me d.erobe mon CCB ur.
 
Au ..oleu~, au voleur, au voleur, au voleur\
 

Magdelon pralleI' hi. poem, " ••• j'.1merol. aiea a..olr 

• I •ralte oe !!l,!!!' qU'lII1 po"••piqu.... ,Lt. Preol.u•• 

~1dlcule~ Boene lX, p. 86). Maloarille tb.n pra1••• 

eYe!'J word. or hi. poem. 

•Jod..l.t ll1:rrore tk'e INoleu..... h. 1'0110". 

'heir &tfeoted to~ or gre.'ins when he .ddre•••• tb. 

IUU"Clllls d.e Mascarllie. Kla boIatlaS8 to the 811"1. ":'l••ta 

their preeioaltel 

Ii ••t jU8te de ..en1r YOUS :N'ftdre .e qU'on 'Youa 
~olt; et Toe attralta eXigent leu~ droits selgneur1aux 
lUI" tout.1!!' lortee 4. peNorm•• (Le. Preoleules 
r1tU eule~ seene xi, 1'. 100). ­

'!'he ~ 1"18 reo e1ve thei. r due'" when La Oran~e and Du C1"01 sy 

come to stop the ma8querade by J'Ullln~ the preeleux 

clothin~ off their valets' backB. 

In L'~eole de~ Meris, Lisette mirror. hel' master 

•AJ"'1ete and hel" miet""es8 LeonaI' in their ideas ooncem1ng 

treed~ ant! tranJme8s in prepa!"1ng tar marriage. Ulette 

reprimands Sganarelle, se~ere guardIan or teon~r'l siater 

Ia.balle:S 

Wotre honneur e8t, Moneleur, bIen sUjet a rolble8~e,
 
S t l1 taat quill ait be.oln qu'on 1..sard. _ana ••••••
,
Pensez-vou8, apl"e8 tout, que ces prec8utlona 

$Ibl~., p. 368. (L'Ecole des merls, pages 331-435.) 
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Servent de quelque obstqcle a nOI Intentlonl,
K' qU&D4 DOa DOua .ettona quelque onose i 1& 'eM,
Que l'homme Ie plus ~ln ne solt pal une bat., 

Isabelle takes matters in he~ O~~ h~nde, end Sganarel1e 

1s duped. ISAbelle, p~tend1ng to despise Valere, makes 

Sganarelle think Vslere 1s going to mar~ her el8ter 

•Leonor. Wlth the hel~ of a veil, Isabelle pa8se~ tor . ,
Leonor and marries Valere wlth Sganarelle'e bles8ing. 

or Ta~u~fe 30hn Palmer said that Moliere was 

ehellenginp, a rorm1~a.ble sect and that his ult1_!'1r-1te 

vt ctory wee to cost hi'" fi ve lon~ YSRT'S of contt nuous 

effort And provoke a ~neor w~ch followed hiM beyond 

6the grsye. It 1s in T'lrtuffe that nl.'>rlne, Marlene's 

mald, TTll rrors the p:anoral r~ m11y opt nion of Tartuffe. 

Madqme Pernella ann her 80n Orron a~e the only two 

charncters in the play who do not see through Tartuffe'g 

h1pocrisy. MadRme ~ernelle receives this vlew or Ta~utfe 

from no 1"1 ne t 1 

Certes e'9~t une ohose fussi qui soand~lise. 
u. vo11" qu'un lnoormu oe.na a'1m.patrold.a.,
 
~'un gueux qui, quand 11 vint, n'avolt pas de soulier.
 
E' dont l'babit ent1er valoi' bleD 8iz deDiera,
 
En vienna jusque-Ia que de se neconnaftre,
 
Oe contrarier tout, .t 4. faire 1•••{tre.
 

6John P~lmer, Moltere (New Yol"kl Brewer and warren, ...~Inc., lQ30/, ~. 3~2. 

7PuP'ene "'e~~oi s ~nd 1:)0111 ~~esna T"d (ads.), OEuv res 
de 1·011ere (1'a1"1.: LllYrairle ~qchette, 191!), IV. 40!. 
(t~ '~~£ufre, nag8s 269-~66.) 
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Tarturfe almo8t suoceeds 1 n mald np, himself" the mastel'. 

After h!!tving sl~ed. hI! pose.ssions ovet- to Tartu.tfe, 

Orgon discover!, 88 he h1.des beneath e. ta.ble, Tartuffe's 

atte";'1pt to ma.ke love to El'11i:r-e, Or~on's wife. Dorine 

does not lose the oO'jortuni ty to mi pror the f,)ell nf,B 

Or~on had expressed esrllar in the playas she chides: 

Vous VOUS pla1gnez a tort, ~ tort vous le.blamez,
 
jlt; ••• pi euz d••8elna pa l' 1. .ont Q onti 1"11.•• :
 
Dans l'amour du proehain SA vertu ~e consomme;
 
II salt que tr;.-souvent 1•• biens oorrompent l'homme.
 
R.t, par charite UUr8. 11 veut VOU8 enlever
 
~out 08 qui VOU8 peu' faire obstacle i you. aauver.
 
(Tarturre V, v, 1815-20).
 

'l'a ,..turre. howev8T', 1 s not allowed to take Oreon' s wealth. 

The ()'r,tnce dIE1covers th9t Tarturfe is 8. noted swindler 

and h~s hi~ 8.rTested. Thus Moliere pays hOMmage to the 

crown. 

In Amnhitrzon, Moliere pre cents the well-known 

myth of JUDi tel" com~ ng: to earth to make lov8 to a IL "·t~ll. 

JupIter assumes the form of Amphitryon, Theban general 

and husband of the l)flQutiful Alcmene. Wi th the help 

of Mercure, who stcqla the name and form of Amph1tryon's 

eervant, Sosle, Jupiter approaches Alcmene to woo her 

In the form or her beloved husband; but Alcmene, who 

has been anxiou~ly awal tlrlf the i'eturn of h;:r husband 

from b~ttICl, tells Jupiter thRt her husband and her 
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8· ,lover' !.re 1-\entlc81 in hel'" th'!nk1.ng. Cleanthill, Alcmene'. 

mAid, ~irrol'"R her mtetres8 by her love tor her husband 

Sosie. valet of A~ph1t~on, but she ie net awgre that 

she Ie speakin~ to Mereure ~n~ not to !or-ie when ~he 

ren,.!'!TJe. nds him: 

Mate quoi? partir sln!i d'une rSyon brutale,• Sana .e d1 re un aeul mot de douo.al" pour p.gale1 
(Amph1tryon I. Iv. 638-.39). 

When Ar"lnhi tryem returns home in the morning. he has no 

knowledge or Jupiter's visit to AlcM@me durin£,; the nlfi.;ht. 

Because Amphitryon does not act as JUpIter did an~ beoause 

Alcmene speaks of a visit of her lover, A~ph1tryon and 

Al c ~ (; n e qua rre1. 01 eanthl• e, who ha e reec eiTed So vi ei t 

rro~ ~ereure, helpe Soele mirror their ma!ters' quarrel 

a8 Cleanthi8 la18:
 

A~t aht tu t'en ~vlse~,
 

'l'mtre, de t'app!'Ocher de noullt
 

So.le replies: 

Mon D1eul qU'ae-tu? '1'oujoUr1! on te volt en eourroux, 
Ft ~Ul'" T'len tu toe ro~al18eB (Amphitryon II. ill. 
1086.89). 

In his second Y181t to Alcmene, Jupiter. All Amph1tr,on, 

1. unable to resol.e completely the quarrel between 

Aaph1.tr,-on and A101ftene. Her l'r1de ha! been wounded 

bJ Amph1 tryon' 8 accusation ot infidel!tJ' and, although 

8~•• VI, 391. (Amphitryon, pages 309-412.) 



12 

Jupl'er 1...ertf peNu.l..e, .1l._.e vlll 110' 71e14 to 

Ma. III the tollowins ••eDe OlM_tib1. and S••le Jd rrol' 

.11._. and .r.pl'er •• So.l. ,Pi•• '0 per••a. Ol....h1. 

to torlet tIle1 r quarrels 

".a-" qa'. 1••• neapl. 101 
Bou. t •••lon. eDtI'. DO.. ... pea d. palx au••1, 

QIl.1CJu p.tl1; NpaJltda••, (Aapb1tl70Jl II, Y11, 
1JI29-3l) • 

OlMa'hi. ti"' Ntu•••• tbea "l.Dt.. Pinal17 both 

.he ani 80.1. 4eo14. the7 vUlt to 1»e aDlrJ. Ifh. quarrel 

tor both pall'. or lo..e" 1. ft.ol...4 oD17 ••n Jupiter 

and MeNU. explain th.lr ••••ptloa. 

Olau41_. ADa.Uq•••• Mi4 III (leo••• Daa41n, 

JdrroN .11I8.11q.e-. aooklq n,roa.IM. ot bel' bubUl4, 

CI..... DaJl4lD. a aan who tear.. 111 th 1004 rea.oD, t;hat 
•he 1. a ."011:014. .1••Uque an4 Clawl1ne lea... \h..... 

one Dlpt, vb1l. aeoPi. J)an41D 1. a.l••,. In oN.r t • 

••e thelr lo..e". ClltuutN ua4 hi•••ryant LublD. 

!'he hwlbaD4 awaJrena and loob the 4001' oD17 to b. trioll:" 

1»7 .l••l1q..•• t.lnt ot .ulo14. to 1Ul1ool1: the 4001' aD4 

10 out '0 ... It bl. wit. 1. nal17 4.a4. Vb1l. 1M 

1•••arobins tor ld.. wit., abe aDd OlaudlDe .11p Into 

the bou•• aDd lock: (Jeol'l. Dalld1D out. Wh.n hopse Dan41n 
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.".pt. _ ••, 'baoll: Ill, ",'ltq•• aooll:. hla. Cla1ld1ne, 

pano'-lik., .44••9 

0.1& ..'-11 beau el'all•• l ...JIOpaer tOll'. 1. D1I1" 
., 4. lal......lui tout. ..1ll. lIIle paDre , ....r_. dau la aalaoDt 

B.tON h. l.tt tbe houa., Chora. DaD41n •••, to. ADaeltqu.'. 

• paNll'••0 that '-7 .....til••• 'i» lD1'14.U.t7 ot ~ • 

hqh'••' b.', when 'M,. a..l .... , Geo... Damdln 1••tl11 

•'l'J'11lS to ••, 11lto th. bo••• Ul4 both q.Uqu aDd. 

01a1l41n. oontlDU. '0 ..prS.... hia. Ut•• b.l.. tONd 

•to ••11: to.I1........ ot ADaillq••, aMra. DaDl11n, alone 

on the .'as., conolu4•• , " ••• J. D'7 yol. plua 4. 
" • • • ...j4•• 10n,.'08 a, 0_. aot, QOu.......haDt. 

t __ , •••• (a.ore Danelln III, ys'11, p. S94). IIollire 

o-ppo••4 In 0.01'1. Dandla and 11l other p1&,....rrla••• 

'0 obang••ocla1 rank. 

ot MouiN'••kill •• a .«aedian. 3aoqu•• RoC•• 

• a14:10 

Il .'agit 4. talr. 1'1"••1oon 4. l'hom•• , 4u 
aolDa 4•••1 aen.oqe•••••••••" ......, •• 4•••• 
111ulorua. Sur \Ill 'hi&tp au "1M~al.. l'1... 
alO1'8 1& ooaifl. ct'l,t.rlCU., plua lnaiat.... ·qu. 
eCll1CJll•• Mo~......... I.e 1'1.. 4. 1& taro.. Coup.
f. bihu, 4ip1.__'. 'boatt... , .pla1.",.:n•••DOS... tout un tl'••nal 4. 8&1.'. popula1!,! qui
tal, triB1r lea 4.110a'.. Mal••U8.1, ., 4•• 1•• 

9r'b14., J). 586. (G..... DUl41Il, pa... 413-640.) 

1°41...... BoS••, DIre 11;'1! tNMal. ('al'1•• 
B41 t10na Sagb.", 1962), p. ].4a. 
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p~.N. pl••••• l'.b••rYatioD la plu. fl.- 4•• 
oontra41.tlo.. 40. ••• laaain, qui 118 4..bal1l8 pla
1••••la'. 4. rlN, qui talt "1"1re dul. 1'...." 
80IIII. 41 t JoU..rat 1IIl .0Ilt.pONlll. 

Canal1ll7 th. audle1'1Oe laucU •• It .e•• Molt.re 41.p1&7 

all hi. t ••bniqu•••• eo••Mall ln ~ Iom.ol. ,.Dtllboau1•• 

the ao.t lapo1'\a.at rol. of 11001•• the Jourdain' •••rYant­
•I1r1, 1. a ooal. one. and 01.oa\.'. ,al.t OoYi.11. pla7. 

bi. a•• t iaportallt l"Ol. 111 aoh1 ...11ll hi••a.t.r'. vt.h••• 

Bov.....r, both Iilool. a.Dc1 00rl.11. a!pror 'hell" .a.t.r 

ana at.tN•• ln lOT8 al ".11 a. 11l th.lr q.arrel•• 

Cllont...... 1II1&".re tbat h. 1. rebutteel, not 

1J7 Lucll. but b1 her rathe•• M. Jourdaln, Who want. hi• 

•daughter to 1IlarPJ 1nto the no'blll '7. When Oleont. e••• 

to v181' LucIle, who h. thiu. haa Inlult.4 b1m, h. 

1. bN.qU. v1 th 111 oole, the Ilaid ,11 

Rttire-tol, ,. di.-Je••t ....-t'.n 41r. d. o. 
pa. i 'on Int14.1. ..ti!1... qu.' .110 D t abu.era d. 
•• -d. 1. tNP .1.p1. OleoDt•• 

Oon.l1. Jd rI'O1"1 I 

Allona .1t•• ote-tol 4.... J.ux, Y1la1n8, .t 
•• lal••••n repo•• 

Whil. Nlcole reports to her m.tr••• , C1eoll'. utter. 

J'eprlman4 atter reprimand &,ainl t Luelle. Atter a 

z-.pr:1un4 to\U'te.a 11n•• 100& b7 CleoDte, Coviell. 

11oe.p011 and M••nard, sm. o1t., VIII, 126.
(I=!. Bollra01. ,.ntl1!!-,!, pag•• 1:'!Ji4.) 
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eoul" not apeak to h11'11 on the atreet bec.use ahe was 

accompanied by hero .unt. 

Certain or HolleN' a ch.racters would not haye 

be.n ftO interesting except tor the mlrror1na bJ 'h.lr 

••:rYantl. !'he m1 t-rOroing .t '1m•• _pba.l.e. the rault. 

at ..nkiD4 which Moll.h.. val tr'J1ng to oorrect or the 

JD1rl'Orlq .t tble••eN17 ..u •• tile auU.... Be••u•• 

or the alrrorlng ot ••"_t•• penolUl rroa a wide. Nq. 

or .ocl.l 01••••• It both ,be .1'1.toerat. in the loa.' 

ancl tbe .erYant. 1n the plt. weft .bl. to IdeD1I:L.t7 th.­
••1-..". v1 th the eharaoteJII 111 Moliere'. pla,.. MoUin 

1•• 8".' o••41u b•••••• ot bi. tmi••JII.U tJ. 



C'RAP'l'ER I II 

SERVANTS SERVIs AS SPOKESMEN WOR THEIR JI'.ASTKT:iS AID 

DEVI~E Mr>;ANS OP ACffIE~'ING TJtEIR MASTERS' DBSIRBS 

Mollere orten portr8Ys serYants BS spoke.men ror 

their maflters. Becau~e et1quette 11m! ted the oontact 

an untIlarrled woman could haTe with her su1tor. her servant 

otten rul~111ed the role ot .pokesman. In certain plaJa 

the 'ft1aBte~ cannot be openl, aeen 1n the house ot hia 

beloYed b.oab. the &1~l'a t.tbe~ baa abo••n eOIDBone 

ela. to be her husband. Perbap. the master feela unwortbJ 

to conaider himself a su1tor or 1s considered unwortbJ 

bl the girl-. father. '!'he serYUlt mu.t act, then, a. 

his master's .pokesman. Man, strstag... are neo•••arJ 

to avold • marriage planned bl a parent who do•• DOt 

conll1der the taetor or lOTe 1n m..rrisge nor the 1'1 ght, 

which. Mollere championed 80 wall, ot a 111'1 to choose 

he r husbanc1. 

In Mollere's tiNt pIa" L'Btourd1. one •••• a 

••!"'Iant who 1. the apokeaan tor h1.. aaster and who USe. 

Dine .trAtagems 1n attempting to w1n Cell. tor hi. aaster, 

LeUe .12 

12)51'8.114e1' Matthews, Moliere (Hew York: Cberla. 
Soribner'. SODa, 1910), p. 62. 
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Lelle'. r"thel' wants h1!r' to lIltlrl'J H1ppo11te , 

daughter ot a fatal11 tnelUl. ADle1me, but Lelle tall. 

In love with CeUe, a Ilay. bought b, an 014 un, !Nt'aldln. 

If h. could ge' the mone1. tell e would bllJ' 0.11.. but 

bts father 1. olose-tlate4.. L.Ue, tonunat.1J. bas 

an al17 in hi. valet, Ma.earille, wbo.e oleYern••• he 

1JPNt••• 1

Tout.rot. "aurol. to~ 4••• d••••p.r.r;

Pulsque J'al ton saoou~, je pull me r&s!urer:
 
J. s&1. que ton e.prit, en Intr1~e. tertil.,

W'a jamais rlen trouv. qui lui rut dlrrlel1e,
 
QU'on te peut appeler l.·rol de•••rvtteurs.
 
Bt quten toute 1& t.rre••••
 

'l'h11 prall. latt.fies Mascarille	 1IIho asks onl'1' 

Lalases~ol quelque tempi rever a cett••artalre. 
~e pourrol.-je inventer pour oe coup n.o.lsalre? 
(L'Etourdl I, Iv). 

Wot mueh time 1. neee.8a.!'f for Maloarille to tigur. out 

a .tratagem, but he doe. have d1ttlcultl oalT1lng ott 

an IntP1gue because or hi. master'. blun4eP1na• 

•In order to .peak wi th Oell. tor	 b1. aa8t.r• 
•Mascarille teUs 'I'rutaldln, who guardl Celle very clolely. 

tbat the .lave gi rl has power to	 foretell the tuture. 

Masoarllle explains to Celle the	 love hi. maater bold. 

tor her, but berore Mascarille fini.hea talkIq wIth 

oe11., LeUe, ID bi. 'J'ploal blUDder1D8 ta.hion, bur.t. 

lloeapo1s, ~. olt., I, 106. (L'Etou~I, page.
71-378.)	 -- ­

-~-~------- ­
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into the house and informs Trufaldln that; he haa sen" 

Masoar11le to arrange the Pllroha•• or Cell.. Lel1. 

and Kasaanll. =.:re lent .t'zt0Dl the hoUI. (L'BtoU1'd1 I, Iv). 

In an att.mpt to g.t moDel' ­to purchase Oelle, 
•Mascarl11. ak11tul17 ateal. ~.1m.'B purse, but Lelte 

once again toill the .trataS" aa he ••kl Anle1M. and 

Hasoarille, itA qui la bo"ra.'" In a third .,t.mp' to 

.et celle tor hi8 ma8t.r, Maaoar111e convino•• Lelt.- 8 

•rather, Pandolt., that be .hould b11l' Oell. aM S8D4 her 

to another country 10 that LeU.-a love tor hel' will 

be diverted to H1ppolyte, bu' a.aln LeUe appeal'S .t 

the wrona tim. and the Itra'a8_ rails. 

~lx other .tratage.s bT Masoarille tail, each 

because o~ a blund.l' b7 LeU.. Maacarill., alone on 

the .tag., c~.18 htm••ltl 

L'honneur, 0 Kascanll., 8St una belle ohose:
 
Ate. nobl•• travaux n. fal. aucune paul.'

Et CJ.uo1 qu'UJl ..rtN alt talt pow- t. taiN ~nrag.:r,
 
Acheve pour ta gledr., et non pour 1 1 0bliger (L'I'ourdi

III, 1, 91S-18). 

Bxeellent a8 h1s work has been, it i8 not by one ot 

Masca~1118'8 .t~tagems that ~lle win. C;lte but by 

the ~lscove~ that Celie 1s actually the long-loet 

daup~te:r of T~Ald1n, Who now approves ~f the Merriage 
~ or Lilt. aDd hi. daughter. 

In ~ r_1....ee...l .. d'El1de, Moron,."... n......s ...e oourt fool of 

the n~1neess. ,e~e. aa sp~ke.m~ for both the princess 
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and ~utw1ale. The princess has three sui tors but dild.1na 

all three. Eul'Jale, a lui ter aware that he must ha..... 

help to win her love, appeals to Moron, Who 1s hi. tr1end. 

Moron agree. to helPs14 

Pour n'.ttaroucher polnl .on huIleur de t1srelse, 
II me taut manter 18 chole avec adresse} 
Oar on dolt regaMer comae l'on parle awe grands, 
Et vous ate. pa :r.t'G11 c! t a. 8 es tacheuse • gena. 
La1•••z-mol c!ouoemen' ooDdu1re cett. trBDe. 

Although Moroa le in the ••rTiee ot the princes. aD4 

aerTee a. her .poke....n v1th bl'Jal., be helpa wi th 

Eul'Jale'. plan to win the prince... In order to handle 

the atta1r with address, Moron aake. b1 s lJ11stre•• think 

that Eu1'Jale 11 not intere.tee! In loy.. The prine••• 

decides to teat he r powers oYer the m&le and. v1~ EUl'Jale, 

planning then to retu•• him. Moron, laadina the prince•• 

on, tells her, "Il ne se rendra Jamal." (La Pr.1DC8S••- ,;;.,;;;,,;;;,;;,;----­
d'Elide III, v. p. 190). Moron encourage. E~al. to 

continue his preteDse at disdain. tor the priDce.8, a 

.'ratagam which flnally toroes the princess to reveal 

he r love to r 3Uryaltt. 

Lik. Mascari 118 in L'Etourdi, Hall, 1n ~ 01-.11;;;;;:;;,e_I15;;.;;;,1... •• 

teels gifted as he expreasea:1S 

14De.po1s and Mesnard, .2l2. ill., IV, 1$4. (~ 
Princess. d'E1148, pag•• 129-2~.) 

lS~•• VI, 24S. (~Sioillen, nag•• 205-308.) 
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Non: le eourroux du point d'honneur me prend; 
11 ne a.r, pas d1' qu' Oil tnOllphe 4e mon adNa•• ; 
ma quaU'e de tourbe ,'lndlgne de toua obetacles, 
et Je pretends ta1re eolater 1e8 talents que j'a!
du Cle1. • • • Lailae.~oi faire seu1ementl Jl en 
esaaTera! tant de toutes les maD1sP8S, que quelque 
chose ent1n DOUI pour~ reuaa1r. 

Hali's master, Adraste, a Prench gentleman, 10vel Isidore, 

a Greek alave, who 1. guarded 0108e1y bI Dom p8dre, the 

31c11ian. Dam Pedlge plana to rre. Iaidore and marq 

her himseU. Hall dev1se. a musioal loene in order to 

deliver Ad:raete'8 love m.aaaSe without being nottce4 

bI Dom Pedre. 

After having sung to Isidore or ldra.ts's love, 

Hali apeak. openly to Dom 'edre who has discovered hie 

pole I 

Bs b1enl oui, 1I10n maftre l' adore; 11 n l a point 
d. plus grand desir Que d. lui moDtr.r son amour; 
.t s1 e1l& 1 consent, 11 1a pren4ra pour temme (~ 
Sioilien acene ix, p. 2$6). 

Hali's master does take Isidore for his wife t~ugh a 

.tratf!gem 1n which Hall, di.gu1aed as a Spaniard, eJ.verta 

Dom 1'ed1'8' 8 attention while Adraat., pa••1ns aa .. punter, 

convinces IsIdore that ahe ahou~4 "rTf him. 

Not always i8 the servant as lucoe••tul a. Hall. 

In GeorEde Dand1n, ell tand" .eDda hi••ervant Lub1nto 

the D&JJd.1n hou.e to &l"ranc. a reade.You vi~ q~11que, 

vi1"e ot George Dandin. Upon leaving the Dand1n houae, 

Lub1n meets a man to whom he reveals the reason for 
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his vIs1 t. 'rhe man 1s George Dand1n. It must be noted. 

thAt r,ubin ls not listed. w1 th the oas t e. 8 • valet or a 

lackey but a8, ~ub1n, paY8sn, servant Clitandre" (George 

Dandln, lilt or characters, p. ,,06). The blunders of 

Lubin emphasIze the blunder the rich peasant George 

Dandin made when he ma'M'led a glrl tor her tl tle and 

not fop love. 

Haftre Jacques, coaoman and cook of Harpagon 

in L'A'Yare, ls somewhat l1ke Lubln 1n that h1s attempt 

at being a apokesman ls not woo••stul. Ma!tre Jacques 

•is asked by both Harpagon and his son, Cleante, to act 

as spok••man and judge in thelr quarrel oyer Mariane 

who loves Cl~ante and Who 18 loved bf him. The quarrel 

ensues when ca;ante learns that his feth,r plana to 

maP17 Marlane. Martre Jaoque. relafs messages from 

the father and son on oPPolite sides at the stage. 

8elievlng everything 1. al'ranged, Mattre Jaoquel sa1s :16 

Me.sleu~, vous ntaves qu'. parler ens.mblea 
vous voIla d'aooord maintenentJ et vous al11e& you.
querel1er, faute de vous entendre. 

Bowever, Harp_gon and Cl'ante Itl1l do not understand 

each othel' sinoe Maf'tN Jacques m1stakenll settles the 

quarrel by awa!"ding Marlane to Cl.ante whereas Harpagon 

baa asked Mattre Jaoque. to relay tbe mes.age, ". • • et 

16rbid., VII, 169-170. (L'Avare, pages l-208.)-
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que, hors f.1artane, je lui laisse la 1lbert~ de cboisi1" 

celle qu'll voudMl" (L'A't'llre IV, iV, op. 169). 

La Fleche, Cleante's valet, serYes as spokesman 

for his mast.1" In aM'anging a loan f1'OM Simon. How.Y8I', 

he is unsuccessful In a1"ranging the loan when Simon's 

backer turns out to be Harpagon. La Fleche succeeds 

in a d1ft1cult It~tagem. that ot locating Harpagon's 

hidden t:reasure chest lI1nd getting Ha:t'P&gon away from 

the chest long enough to steal it. 

Julie's servant g11"ls, llerlne and Luoette, are 

used in an intrlgue in Monaiour !! Pourceaugnac to prevent 

the marriage ot Juli e and Monsieur d. Pourceaugnao, a 

rioh oountry lawyer fran Limoges. Julie loV'es Eraste. 

but she has been promised bl her t!lther to M0l181eur de 

Poureeaugnao. Julie and Eraste seek aid trom Sbrlgan1 • 

• sohemer who devises several Intrigues designed to 

frighten ~on81eur de Po~eaugn8o Into leaYing Paris 

and returning to Limoges. Sbrigani has Berlne and Lucette 

po•• as women from the prOVinces who cla1m to have married 

Honsieur da Pourceaugnac. Arter haying met his two 

"wi Ves ," Mons1 au!" de Pourceaugnac 1 s wa mad by Sbrigani 

that b1gamr 1s a hanging o~fen~e in Pttrls. Through 

intrigues with two doctors, two lawyers, and a police 

officer, SbrIg11nl succeed! in chasing ;'1onsieur de 

Pouroeaugnae baok to Limoges, and Juli e marries .:.:ras tee 
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O~ &!. Sours.ol. pntl1hollDll., B~an4.JI Matthew. 

vrot.,17 

'1M ~'-Q~~ Gentl1"'_ b.lona. in tbe .... 
group ~.ur a. 'o1U'Ceau~, that ot ooa-J­
taN•• tl11ed vllh oOD'.iloua o~'9'al ga1.'7. It. 
maor la mo~. d.ll.at. 1n .plte or the taot that 
theN 1. 4anne buttoo..l'J In 1 ts. ao.t tanta.Uo 
.pl.od.. An4 1 t 1••up.r1or not only beoa". the 
••ntal tlpr. 1. ot a _N g.D.ral lnt.r••t, bllt 
..lao b •••u •• thia tlp.!". 1••urroun4e4 DOt b1 the 
outllne p.l'8on&S.. •• t0UD4 In ....1.w- 4. 
P01lPO.a!l!!!0, but b7 Noopiaabl. hUiin hlng•• 

!bat theN .N r.oognl••bl. buaan b.ing. In ~ Bourg.oi• 

••ntllholllRl. 1. c.rt.1Dl1 tN.. '!h. darlng buttoon.rJ 

Nt.rre4 to by Matthev. 1. o.rri.4 ott b1 Covl.11., val.t 

ot Cleont.. Oort.ll., who 11k. Maa.arlll., Bali, &D4 

SbP1S.D1, 1....at.r ot Intr1p., oreat.a an Intrlgu. 

which amus•• the .udi.nc. an4 o'9'.rvh.lIl. K. Jourdain 

vho, 00'9'1.11. aa7a, " •••••t homa. a 7 Jou.~ aon rOl. 

i ••r'9'.111.- (~80urs.ol. s.ntllhomm. III, xii, pp. 

148-49) • Corl.ll., 4i.gu1••4 aa .n ol'1.ntal, cOD'9'ino•• 

M. Jourdaln that the tatbe:r ot M. Jourdain waa • 

s.ntllb.... Vbo .014 oloth to bl. trteDda onlJ b.o.... 

h. vas .uch a good Judg. ot oloth_ 

!be Intrip. wit',. It. 4arins buttoon.l7 va. 41.'9'1 ••4 

bJ Cort.ll. to vin the haDl ot M. Jo1l:rdaln'. d.ught.r, 

Luoil., tor hi....t.r, 01e08t.. Co'9'1.11••Dd Cleont., 

17.ttl1.v., !I._ !!1., pp. 266-67. 



• • 

2S
 
1a a ••~e.onr or Bong and dance, oonfer tho title or 

MamUlouohi oa M. 10ur4a11l, la ord.r, the1 .a,., ,bat; 

bi. elaught.r ma1 marrJ tb••on ot the Grand Turk, tbat 

1., Cleont. in eli.gui••• 

In ~ Fourb.l'1•• !!. Soapin. LeaDdr.' •••1.'. 
Soapin, help. hi. a ••'.r wiD 1:11. belo••4 1n ap1t. ot 

th. appaNn' prot••t ot IAaD4:re t. t.th.r, (]jron'•• 

LeaD4re talla In 10•• 111 th l.rb1.'t., b.l1.Te4 to b. 

an BsJP'lan, _14 oap'lY. III til••••ae ot tha pla" 

.apl.. • a.apill al.o help. Oot•••, LeaDllre'. tri 004 , 

who hal ••oN'11 am" "'aolat., a poor but w.ll-bre4 

111'1. !he ditt1cult,. tor bo~ L &D4 Oot••• 1. 

that both their tather. "'UB ,.-a l, troa ••o,al. 

with plana to .ar17 th. acm. '0 __4 111'1•• 

When J.f1.o1nt. 1.&1'I'1a ot the rotuN ot Argeat•• 

Oota•• '. t.tber, .h. laploN. Soapin, who baa been he.l tant 

to be.o.. 1DYol.e4.18 

1. Y.. oonjll", a .on a_pl., par tout o. qui 
TOUI •• t 1. plus char au son4., de voulolr s.rv1r
DO'" ..our. 

aoap1n ",11•• t 

11 ta.' •• 1&1•••1' nJ."N, ., a.o1r 4. l'm-anlte. 
All.s, 38 .OUX m' eaplo7er POUl' TOua. 

180••p01••nd M••nard, 22. o1t., VIII, 422. 
(~ PourbeneB 2.!. Scapin, page! 3B'$'=S26.) 
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In order to convince Argante that his Bon Ootave act" 

wiselT 1n ""l"J1D8. SC.pill tella Argante that Octav. 

was tox-cet! to Ilarry the g1rl bJ' bar parente. When Argant• 

• a7. that a toreed marrias. can •••117 be ••, a.14•• 

Soapin Intos. h111 that Oot•••• a. a matter ot honor, 

nmlt not am1 t that he was forc.d to m.arry. but that 

he married ot hi. own wlll (w. Fourbertes !!. Soaplll I. 

lv) • 

Although OotaY. i. pl.a••A with So.pin'. int.r-

0 •••10D tor hill vi th hi. ra'ber, IAanare 1. Y.ry d1spl••••4 

w1 th Soapln. I..andre .t.eJ.. ,bat loapln baa NYealed 

to bt. tath.,., o*ron1o., LealIA"'. loy. tor Z.rbinett•• 

Sc.pin baa not. In .ppea.illl Arsant.' ••nc.r, SCapin 

••ntion! tbat Le&Ddre, 1Iho hal 'b••n l.tt ln hi. obar•• 

'b7 hi. tatb.r. hal Dot .tollo••el hi. adnc. aDd baa done 

sOI1.1Ib1q woree thall Octave 414 1n lUl'l7'lDg tbe poor 
. . 

glrl. Wh.n L.andre gN.t. bi. tather upon hi. retlU'D., 

CleroDt. qu••t1ona hi. about what he hal done. Leandre 

• ...,. that h. 1. innooent ot al17 wrona-401ng, but the 

.ulpioions of both are .rou.... 

Wi th gro1d.ng anger. t"n4re 1a about to run his 

nord 'bJlOUp Scapill wh.n I.....N Noei••• word that 

'he lIup\lau are lOins to Uk. Z.rbine". a-7 i.t 1ohe7 

40 DOt :reoel ve money for her. Leandre'. anger var..1.he• 

•• he lal., ftAb\ .011 paUYN lo.pin, j'iaplore ton ••ooura •• 
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Scapin replle., It 'Ahl mon panvre Scapin,' Je suia 'moD 

pauvre Soapln ' a oette h••re qu'on a be.oin 4. mol­

(.&!!. Pourb.:rl.s ~ Soapin II, lV, p. 450). Upon the 

pleading ot Leandr. and Oot_T., Soapln tiDal17 agre•• 

to help in their enterpri•• b7 setting trom their tath... 

the BlODe,. both nee4. 

In order to get the mODe7 vhich Octave needs to 

help B)'aolnt., Soapln t.ll. Arsant., Ootav.'a tatbar, 

tbat the brother ot OctaT.'. No.nt br1d. 1. villine '" 

break ott 'the _rri&&. tor two b.1m4nd Satol... When 

ArgUlt. r.ru••• '0 &1V8 I.apin tM monef, S.apln baa 

Sllve.tN, OotaT.'. Tal.t, po•• a. the 'broth.r ot ~aclnt•• 

S11"••tre plal. his parl vell, tor he trlp'.na Argmte. 

Soap1n, preteDding to prot.ct Argante, t.ll. S11v••tre 

that Arsant. 1. an ell.,- ot the m.an tor whom Silve.tr. 

1. looking. Arsante ia, Deverthel••• , 80 rP1&ht.ne4 b7 

S11v••tre that h. &1v•• 8.ap1n th. aon.,. To ••t the 

five 1'maclred eou. which L'aDdre need. to ran.om Zel'binett.,-
Soapin tell. G81'Ont. that hi••OD i. b.lq hela eapt1v. 

on a Ttlrkl.h ship In tbe harbor aJI4 tbat tba .hlp 1. 

p1na to 1.ave tor another oount~ m.N LeandN vill 

b••old a. a .lave it the .ap'alll 40•• Dot recei •• t1v. 

-• •huDdre4 .0... Ut.r .uoh h••l tatlon, a.ront. st••• 
Soapln the moner. 
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It i~ fete which per-nits the two oouples to be 

united. Zerb1nette turns out to be Argante'. daughter 

who was stolen from him when she waa four years old. 

H'Jao1nte i. reall,. the daughter ot Garente who bad lett 

her in the care of a nurae. '!'huB, aa happellfl In certain 

other p1a,., ot Mollere, ~e cba1ee of the father. ls 

aleo, 1n rea11t,., the choice of the children. 

In Moliere'. la.t pla,., &!. Malad. imapna1r., 

'l'olnett., Argan'. BeJ"V'ant. '.M'e. a. _pok••man tor .trgan'. 

daughter, A~.llqu.., and cu·.at•• an Intrigue which proTeB 

to Argan that hi. second wtte, Bel1ne, 40e. not love 

him. but only wants hi. mone1. 

Ang'11que and Cleante are 1n 10Te, but Arsan wanta 

his daughter to mar17 a Jouna doctor, Thoma. Dlatolru.,

.0 tbat there will be a doctor in the tamilJ to care 

tor III hi. 1martnllrJ 1l1s. Angellqu. appeals to Tolnette 

for~lp, -•••'abaDdonne point, Je te prl., dana l'.x'r~t. 

ou Je 8u11. w19 Toinette replies that she w111 never 

abandon Angellque, and 88!'M. to Be"e her &1 .h. saJs, 

Laisle.-.o! taiNI J'eIlploleN1 tout oho•• pour 
YOU. !:!e1"lTlrJ m&l. pour YOll. '.l"'Ylr aTee pl~ d'.rret, 
,. veux changer de batterle. couvrir 1e zele Q.ue j'a1 
pour You•• ,et te1ndre d'entrer d~8 1••••ntlment. 
d. yotr. pere .t d. Totra bell.~.Pe (Le Malad.
 
1lu.11D&lre I, Yl11, p. 319). ­

19Ibld., IX. 318. (La Malade Imasinalre, pag•• 
201-$10.)- ­
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•!he .tirl' thiq \'011'1.". do.1 '0 ••rY. Arl8.11q". 11 110 

iDtrodu•• Ol.ant. to Arpn al a 11ns1aa t ....P. 'lbroush 

aD 1apronl.d .one. ADcellqu. and Cleante dil.U.I tbeir 

10",e. Hove.er, in ordlr to p.rmit th.lr marrlase, 

fol_ttl knov. lbAt IBIlI' 41loredit Belln. vho hal ooa­

Yino'" Apae ,hat Aq,U'1Ie lhould. b••ent to • OOllYent 

b...... Ihe opposed the aarriaSI vi th Thoma. DiatolNI. 

ftlrouah the preten.. ot pl'OYina to ArS&n' I brothel', 

....ld•• that ••11n.'. loyo tor ~r hnlb&D4 11 .1ncere. 

'!olnette .Ika Argan to telp d8ath '0 that the doub'iDa 

Be1'&148 -7 witne•• aelin.'. shook upon ••8111& bel' husb.nd 

«••d. SeUne 1. delipt" to .e. her hual»ud d.acl. 

aDd 1. obased ."a7 b;y Araan. When Ana.Uqu••1I4 Cleante 

Y1ew the bod7, both expNI' sn.t v1'11b tbe relult '-bat 

Arpn .gree. to th.ir ..rl'1818 on tbe oondition tbat 

Oleant. b.come a dootor. Beralde aDd foin.tt••re .bl. 

to connno. Argan tha t be hi...U .bould beOOIlle • doetor • 

!bu. the .t~other" d••lsa- ~ .et h.r ha.band l • 

wealth liN thva!"ted, ADgellque an4 Cl'.nta'. d••lr. 

to aalTJ 1. tlllf11le., an4 Arp.a'. v1lh to bay. a dootor 

In the tem11J 1. aoh1eYed.. 

Moll_:re ued l.naDt••••pok....n tor their 

...t.r. aDd to help re.olY••ome or their ma.t~r.t probl.... 

lot .lwa71 i. tbe ••rvant .uoo•••tul 11l b1. role a • 

• l'ok...u, and hi. role 1. not appreoiated at t1.a•• 117 



30 
b1. master. MaDJ of the lntrS.su•• , bJ their nec••at tl 

point out oertain :t'alllt. of mank1nd 1n MolleN t • ,1m.,. 
a. IDdee4 in all time.. O.I1&1I11J mOlt; or the intrigue. 

are cleYer .noulb \0 amua. ,be aud1.noe. 
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En etret, tu di8 bleil, voila comme 11 r ..ut itrel 
J~••• c•• 10Upt... ca.'.. Jalous tat, parot'rel
Tout 1. rruit ~u'on .n cuel11. e.t de .e ••ttre mal, 
.t 4'.Tanoer par 11 le. 4••,.lDa 4'un r1Yall 
Au ~rlt. 80uvent d. qui 1'.01at vou. b1•••• 
Yo. aba.ftDl tont 0_1'1. 1•• ,..lIZ .'UIle attre•••,
Et j'en .al. tel qui dolt .on de.tin 1. plua doux 
Au .flU '1'Op lRf1\ll.'.....on riYal jalou 
(~Dept, ..oureux I,ll, 117-24). 

Erallte doe. not tollow MariDe,t.'. adnoe nor doe. he 

he.d Orca-Rene's cOUlUlel. How••er, a. wall indicated 

.ar11er, Eraet. wins Luelle'. lOY. (ct. p. 6).-
In one ot Mollere,• abort plaJ" SlaDareU. or 

!:!. 2.2!!. i_enair., Gorpbu. want. hi. 4aupt.r Oelle 

to marr'l tbe r1ch ValeN. Oell., bIOwey.r. lov•• LeUe 

to whom h.r father had be.n tavoN})le betor. be ••, 

Valer.. Oelle'l maid, who approv•• ot llarr1as. tor 

the sake ot marri ag. , add'e. her 11118 tree•• 20 

Q,1lo1' retuser, Mactaa., av.o c.tt. r1gueur.
 
Oe que to' 4'a.'n. 8'- .owlrol••t de 'cal' lev ••vl
 
A 4e. ottra. d '~n ltepoD!re pal" de. lam•• ,
 
Bt _rd.1' 'an' a 41" 1Ul oui .1 plein 4. cbtu.... '
 
Relaa' que .....eut-oD a...l me mar1.l'.
 
o. Be ••rol' pal 1101 .c I. t.rot, pl'1.1'J
 
lit 101n qu'un par.ll oui m. doanat de la peine,
 
01'OJ'••••• J'.n 41P01. bl.....1'. 1IIle 40uaalBe.
 

Cell. 4... DOt ot cour•••PPO•• aarr1a.. , b'" .he _'I 

'0 ..rl'7 tor 10... Sbe 1. altl. ,. pen_4. 1M. 11&14 . ,'ba' LiU. ¥Ol11t ... a _.".1' haaND4 .un Val.". 

lODe.poi., ~. !:ll., II, 168-69. (Slanal'.ll., 
..... lJS-216.) 
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An incident whioh or..t •• conf"ualoll tor ••.,eral 

oharacters in the pla,. almoe' oause. Cell. to a.baJJ4011 

Lili.. While talking 111 th her ma14 in the st!'eet, Celle 

•t"aint. and dropI her pol'tral t ot Lelle. Spnarelle, a 

•b,..tand..r. helps oa~l'1 Oell. Into her MU8a. SgaDarell.'. 

wite, 1...41.tel,. jealoue ot the attention h. ba. g1ven 

to CeU e. oomes to. the .pot where ee11e hal tainted an4 

finda the po1"t;rai t • A. .h. examin.. the portra1 t aDApNi... 1,. aWearanae. SpII&l'elle retuml, 1.1... the 

portrait he thinks val gi.en hi. vite b7 a .uttor and 

in hi. tnlJ'n beoom.. j.alous. 8'111 hol41ng the portrai t, 

Sganar.lle meet. LeUe. 61nc. Sga_relle tall. Lell. 

the portral t vas g1veD to hi. bJ hi. v1ta. LeUe as.lae• 

•that Cella hal bl'Oken bar .ow. with hi. aDl111l&ltr!.e4 

8saDarella. Oelle Ie•• Lall. and Sganarelle talk1q 

•but do•• not altrive 1n tim. to me.t Lelie, vho lea.,e•• 

'When she asks Sganarell. 1f he kno.s the maD Who just 

lett, Sganalt.lle repll•• that the man 1s hi. wlte'a 

lover. Wow that all pertie. ha"le re••on to be je.loua. 

a tac.-to-taoe Meetlng ot all ooncerned i. neoe.sarr 

ln whioh the ••i4 UDIt• .,els the lIIJ.tel"7. All eMB vell 

when Valera's rather reports that hi. son ba. Beoretl, 

marrled another glt-l and so C&m'lOt aar17 Oelle. Cell. 

aDd Le11e are tree to marry. Perhapi Oell.-. maid 

will bEt &1)le to conv1noe Lelle's val.t to tollow suit. 
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In L'Eoole ~ .rna;;;;;,;;"l'...l ...!, Ergalta 8.4v1.e8 bte ma.te,., 

Valer., con••mina hi. belo.ed I.abelle, who 1. oaretully 

w8tohe4 0 ••1' ..., bel' ••••re l'l&r41an, Sganarell•• 

•C' •• t o. qul fait pour yon., .t sur c., con.equenee. 
Vot.. -'1' dolt tOM." 4. 1raa4••••~NM•• ' 
App"us, pour a.olr .ot" ••pr1t ratt.m1, 
QU'''.	 t_. '11' 011 pr4e ••, pp•• i. 4al, ,
it que	 lei nol r. cbasrln. ct., ..r1. a ou 4.. peN. 
OIlt \o.~.1U" 4. plaM a...... 1.. attai... 
(L'Bcol. !!!. marl. I, 1., 31$-20). 

I.abelle, pret.Dd1na to bate Valen, aak. Sganal'eUe 
, 

to SO to Val.re and tell hi. tha,~ will not accept 

al'lJ' ot hi. ad.ance.. ValeN, who cannot UD!eratand 

I.abelle'. apparent rebutt, a.ka Era.t. tor advice. 

The valet replie., 

a.lon .. conJeoture, 
J •. "".u .,'.11. a'a Pl.a •• 4ip~, ' P01lJt ft_,..
Q;u'ua .,.'.re a•••• 1'1n ••t uoha la-d••soua,
 
D ,.-..nll ••, a.1. a' ••' pal .'ae per.oaDe
 
Qui .eullle v01r c••ser l'amour qu'.lle VOWI donn. 
(:;,L...'B;;:;,;;o;;,;:;o_l.... !!!. _1'1. II, 11, 436-40). 

A. hal	 be.n .hown .arll.r, I.ab.ll. ouh1,. he,. pard.1a• 

••	 tbat ah. &D4 Yaler. -7 -rrr (!!.. p. 9). 

Mo1'Oll, tbe oou.- tool ot the ,l"1I10••• in La-
PriDG•••• 4 '8114., ••"e. prlnolpal17 u a .pok._a 

tor tb. ,Pine... aDd. tor her _1'01' brJal., but he 

al.o adn••• B\trJal.. BuPp.1. hal 41.00••n4 tbat th. 

b•• ' ..... t. will tbe 10•• ot tbe pl'1ll•••• who olat_ 

to 41.c1ala 10•• 1. '0 h1JuI.1t pr.'aad to ba•• DO lntsN.' 
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111 the pr'1n..... Eurral., howev6J.'1, beee.S8 d1.eourag.d 

with the proSN'. ot h1. plan and. 18 ad:Y1s84 b., Moron: 

Donn••-yous-en b1en d. garde, SelfDear, al YOU, 
• '.n youl.. 0 rol" • You. ay.. t rouy. 1& ••1ll.e. 
1n••nt1on.du monde, et je me trompe tort sl ell. 
De YO.' r.u.lt. Le. t_•• • CD' 4•• ani... el'. 
naturel blzarre, DOU' 1•• aaton. paJ.'l no. douc.ur., 
., J. orol. tout 4. bon qu 11011. 1•• y.rnoDa DOU 
oo~r, .an. 'ou, 0.. re.p.et••t c.s .oumis.lon. 
R 1•• ho_. 1.....,111_-' (La 'nu•••••'Blld. 
III, 11. p. 18). - ­

Moron fuJ.'lther ad.i~:ds E\ll'Jal. to rema1n tll'l1 1n the plan 

he haa cho8en. Wh.n EurJal. beslns to weaken in the 

presence of the beautltul prine••• , Moron .tends b.slde 

Mm, urg1ns him to hav. courage and tollow bi8 plan. 

Burralets plan, ae Moron a4.18ed, sucoeede (ct. p. 20).-
Orion, who ls tak.n In bJ the hJ"pocrlte 1n *r.l 

'fartutte. n••ds advice but do•• not van' It. nor wl1l 

be follow It until It Is almoet too late. Orgon Is In 

the prooee. or rev.allna to hie dauahter, Mariane. hi. 

plan to ha.e her wed Tartutt. rather than her sui tor. 

'alere. wbeD Kanan.'. aa14, Dorin•• Intertere.. Dor1u.e 

otters thi. aclvio. cono.l'D1q tarturt. wbo. 01'8011 ,.,-. 

i. oerta1nlJ a gentl...nl 

Qui, 0'." lui qui 1. dltJ .t o.tt. Y~t., 
KouleuZ', ll8 .i•• pal bl.D •••• la pi.t•• 
Q.ui 4'un••dn'. v1. eJdJ-•••• 1.1nnoo.... 
•• 401t point ta,•.pNB•• '911 1l0l'l ., .a nat••ano., 
B' 1'~1. proa,.. 4. 1a d••otion 
Souttre ..1 1••••1••• 4. o.tt. ambltloft 
(~ Tar-.:t. II, 11, 49S-S00). 
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Dot-ine, 'beea"•• sh. is a senl'J.nt, 1. able to oontinue 

hep deftoUllo.meftt or 'l'artutt•• and sh. also s1Te. Orgon 

.4nee concerning the care _0•••&1'1 in giving. daught.r 

11\ 1UrJl1age. 

11 •• t _leD 4Ittiol1••ntia d'etre tide1. , 
1 ••••rta1nl sar1. tal,. d'u certain-mod.lel 
., q\l1 dODD. .. .a rill. UJl hOJUle qu' 411141 bat t 
a.t n.poDlabl. ,U 01.1 4•• rau'e. qu' .11. talt. 
Sona•• a qaell p.P.lll Yotre 4••••1l'1 .0.. 11.r. 
(U :t!11w.tt. II. 11, J13-11). 

V_. 01'_ '.11. 00l'1.11. ,.t l' 1. bt. 4u'7 to t •••h 

bt. 4&ap'o bow to 11••, Don...ta,•• ,bat Mari.n. 

v01llcl do better to toll.. bel' t •••blDg.. lfo longer 

able to l1.t.D M Dorln.·. a4.10., Orso. d_.1 ,bat 

•• b••tl1l. 

Att.r llat.lll.. '0 lIarl Dc1 Yale" .rp. tor 

••v.l'al mINt.. ."1' 0PlOD' m.••e plan. tor Marl... 

aDd 'l'.n1ltt., J)OJ'lD. 1••PN,. t~. lIb_ •••• 

• ppe..... 'help ang.r. Deri.. oouu.la Mariana. 

VO'" "" •• -041-.., ...0Dt "'. ObanaoDIIJKall pour vous, 11 T.ut lIl1eux qu'" .on extravagance 
»'118 .0. GODaeDt__ .0... PHu.•• 1 ••ppa...... 
Atin qu'en oas d'a1anne 11 YOU. 101t ilu. al.e 
D_ ","1" eD 10_.'U' ••, .... pl'OPO•• 
(~ ~arturte II, lV, 796.800). 

Dorine contInues a8 she advises both Mariana and Valere: 

Mal. pour m1eux reuasir, i1 est bon, ce me 88mble. 
Q1l' 011 n. YOU. troUY. point tou. 4eu p&1'1an1i ena_ble 
Cte ~arturre II, lv, 809-10).-

With Mariana and Valen ••parated, Dorine 1. able to &lve 

advIce to other members or the ramilJ. 
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1"1D8.111' Dorine adYless DuUs. Orgon t 8 son, who 

hAs been th1'eatened wl th dl.lnhertl tance. Dorine advlses 

Dam1s to act oarefully toward both his tathel" and 

Tartuftes 

H.\ tout dowel EnTEU·. lui, COD1lI1IJ envers votra peN,

tai•••• ag1~ lea soin. 4. vot1"8 belle~.r••
 
SUI' l' ••prlt de Tarturr. el18 a qu\tlque credit}

Il •• reD! oompla1.ant • tout oe q,u tell. 41',
 
Xt pow-rol t blen avolr douoeur de Oat ur pour elle
 
(~_!aiiiiiiii~_wtt_. III, 1, 83)-31).
........


A. baa b.. .1lo1nl, Dor!ll. OOUpIN' w1 th Orion'. wi r• 
•• tbat 'l'al'tutt. i. expo••d and. Kanane .Dd ValeN -7 

an'f (!t. p. 10). 
. .

Writ1. ot lIoUere'. »- lI!!l, ADdre Vill1er 

••14s 21 

])oa J'u.n 1. not a 41.p.u.t1oll troa ml•• ot 
eon!!Uit;-nor is lt a course ln praotlcal aoralltlJ 
but ,he wealth ot 14e.. that 1'. t1.e .e'. .ug••' 
18 coneIde rable • It ls a plar that orrers U8 ample
matertal for mec.Utat1on that la not: 11m!. ted to the 
problem. of a particulal" perlod, and that leave. Ulil 
_"sling oYer 80 uniqu•• worie. 

It: 1. In DOlI JUaa that •••rYant add••• bi....ter UlCl 

tPl•• to get hlm to .e41'.te on 10_ or hi. probl... 

Dca luan, a lUll 80 NJ••'. all oOD.entlonal .04•• ot 

bebaTlor, baa a valet, l ..re11e, who gIve. advlce tre.l, 

but who can never pet-.uad. hi....t.r to tollow the aclYl0•• 

21ADdN Yl111er•••••, on 1tJ)_ lsaD. aena1ted,· 
in Mollere, edited b1 Jacque. GuleS-rna (Englewood
cull., lew J.r.e,1 Prentl0••Ha11, 1964), p. 89. 
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·~Jh.n Dom Juan at times asks for Sganarelle' s 

advioe, Sganarelle uses caution in adv18ing his master. 

Dom J't18n has married Elvire, as he has many women, and 

lert her a tew days attar the wedding on the prete~e 

or bav1ng business whioh oalled h1m away. Aa with bl. 

other w1ves, he does not plan to return. However, Elvl re 

8enda her brothers to look for Dom. Juan. "hen Dom Juan 

asks Sge.narelle why he thinks he left E1vtro, Sgana.relle 

replies, "Moi, Je crola, sans vaus faire tert, que VOUI 

avez quelque amour en tete. "12 Dom Juan light1l denies 

the charie but asks Sganarell. what he thinks of such 

behavior. Ipnarelle repI1•• , "A••ur.ent que voua avez 

ra1son, s1 vous Ie voules; on De peut pas aller la oontre. 

!lAie ~II vous no 1e vouJ.1ez pas, ce sero1t peut-etre un. 

autre arrRlre" (E.2!. ~ I, li, p. 86). Such a auarded 

rosponse does not satlef)' Dom Juan who tells S&anarelle 

to speak treely without tear ot reprisal. Sganarelle, 

wlth this freedom to speak franklJ, • .,81 

En '8 0&1, !'loftsieur, Je vous cUrai 1'ranchem.ent 
que J. Dtappro~e polnt Totre ••thode, et que J. 
trouve tort vl1ain d'almer d. tou. cot.s comm. voua 
talt.a (~~ I, il, pp. 86-87). 

Dom JUan immediatelJ justirl.e b1. actions eo .lcqu.nt~ 

that 88"1'.11. doee aot reallJ know what to ea,.. 

22D••pols and X••nard, 12. clt., Y, 8S. (~ .........JUan, pages 1-260.) --­
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What be 4oe. r.pl,. when Dc. JUan a.k. hi. to tl'J to nt'llte 

bi. arpa_at. 1•• 

Ma tolL J t al a dire •••• je ne sals que dire, 
oar YOU. tourDe. 1•• oho.e. atune mudere. «tu'11 
.eable que Tousavez rd.sonJ .t cepen4aat 11 ••t 
vral.que voua na l'a••• pas. J 1 aYo1. les plua ~elles 
pe~e.8 du monde, et vos disoour. m'ont brou111e 
tout oela. Lalsses t~r~: une autre fois J. mettr&l 
me. raiaonnements par eorlt, POUl' disputer aveo 
vous (Dam JUan I, 11, p. 89'. 

88al1&..11e, bove.er, 001'ltinue. to ad.1•• and to sene 

Doll Juan eYen though he .xpre•••• d1.llke for hi. master, 

-Alll «ttael abomtnable ...r're .e .01.-je obllge d••erY1r" 

(Dam JUan I, ill, p. 100). 

Dam Juan oontinue. bi. adYenture. a. he ple.a•• 

in aplte ot SgauNlle'a oltjeotlonl. !te .eclucas wo 

peaaant girls, apparentl,. beoau•• he OanDot bear to 

.e. thenl happy w1 th tMl P peasant s111 tore. After visl tlna 

the tomb ot tba oOll!ll&oder whom nom l\l&ll has k111ed 1n 

• dusl aD~ I.elng the .tatue ot tbe cOllIJUnder nod agree­

ment to Dom JUan'a 1m!tat1~n to dinn.r, Slanar.lle 

fssls lIUl'e that bis adv10e wUl be he.ded. Dca Juan, 

however, will not perm1t Sganarelle to talk about the 

lnoiden' With the atatue. When the statue oomes to 

tine w1 th Dom .naan, Ile 1Hit.. Dc:a JUan to 001118 the 

next da., to 41ne w1th hill. aetore Dom Juan and Spnarelle 

leaye tor th.1~ dinner engagement, a specter appear. 

'0 Doa Juan val'ft1q hi. to ..epellt. 8puJ'elle advises 

j
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hi...."er to he.d the .p.o".r'. _mine, 'but Doa .run 

.&7. that he is not able to :repent. !hq ~o to din. 

vi th the statu.. at the OOIllllaDder's tomb where Dom JUan 

i. -punished.. Atter Dom Juan di.appears in flam•• in 

the tOlllb of the commaDder, Sganarell., alone on the 

stage, otters this advioe to the audi.nce: 

Voila par .a JDQit UIl CbaOW1 ,aU.tait: Ciel 
0tt.a..,.lol. Yiol.... ttll,••edult•• , tam1ll•• 
d••hoDON•• , ~.ral1t. out1'&8•• , temm•• miaes .. maJ.,
marl. pouss.s a bout, tout 1. moDda e.t content. 
Il n', a que aol ••ul de malheur.ux, qu1 tpres tant 
cS'a.e•• de .erTl0., n'ai po11l' 4'alltr. Nooapena... T • I-
que 4. Tolr t xu. ysllX l'l~.te de mon m&J. tre }lun1e 
par le pl\l8 epouTan'able O_tl..D' dll aond. (Dom 
.ruan V, v1, p. 203). ­-

It Is, of course, unfortunate that SiADarelle doe. not 

Noe1 ve aIl7 monetarJ reward tor hi••erYl0••• bu.t h. 

does have the rea11zation that the advice which he bad 

giYen his master oould bave saved his mast.l" S 11te. 

Jvlol1e:re returns to a much l1@Pter th_. in 14 

Medecin malgre ~. a.rant.' s daught.r, LuciDda, appears 

appesl'S to hs 111, but the dootors are DOt abla 'to h.lp 

hare Jacqueline, a'ranta'. hou••k••p••, .dyl••• GeroDt. 

oOlloarnina the cause o!~ hi. daughtel" a 11111$•• : 2,3 

, La meilleure mede9aine que l'an pourroit bailler 
a Yotre fille, ce seroi t, selon moi, un b1au .t bon 
marl, pour qui el18 sut d. l'am1qu1•• 

2Jlbid., VI, 69. (La Ked.ec1n ..liE. lui. p&&ea
1-122.) - ­



--
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11'1loup tJePOllt. '.11. Zaoquolln. ~ 1I1Dd.	 h.r OWl buill.", 

•• he oontlnt•• to a.n... aha NOOlDl••• L.""" •• a 

haltalll to. L1lO1D1., ltu' hr_'. N3.ot. b1a b•••••• 

•LiaD4" 11111 DOt "0.1... hi...alth ut1l th. 4••• 

ot an _ole. laoq••l1•• ~"•••• b.r boll .... oo••ftd.q

_m..,.1 
Batlll j 1 a1 t01lj Md- 41" ,"'....Z'1.'. f ._• 

•111."N t oOllt.n' '	 L•• b.N•p•••• rt.h..... 
• , 1••••re. &a' ••". _~,••••t .... 4........r 
'o.jo~1 -Qa'a-'-l1!-.t -Qa'.-'-.11.'- ., 1• •0"''' ••1'1'. • _l"1.... tiU. 11_..,t.	 .u lro. 
fh.... pour \1D q_!'qui.....ala.- qu'11 ."01' 
......... ,.. 1. .I a.bia, ol all. a.0111 boute 
.Oll aal__•••, a 1. paa..... oN1ahl'O .. • 
••, 4...... jaua '01"••t at. lola' profit.
tOll' d.put. •• t.mpa-li (L!. KiA.olD ..liN 1\Jl II, 
1, pp. 11-12).· ­

1•••••11ne, 1a her piet1lrea4l•• va,., .spN.... tho 'Nth 
,hat 1... 1• .ore 1aponaa' ,MIl nob.. III ..rr1a••• 

Cliu-OIl'. r.fU••• to tollow Za.quUu'••4..10., but Liuadl'O" 

_10 41•• , lean.. bt. w.al'h to lA.Dlr.. aeroat•• 
tllell, ba. a riob .on-la-l••, aDd Lv.olDd. has a babaul 

.h. 10..... 

A' '1••• tho adrio. OzpN•••• 1:»J a ••",ant oall••• 

h1JI pa1D. Mar," 3aoqu•• , eoaetaan &at oook ot BapPalOft 

III L'AftN, t.lll hi....t.r that In .,lto or wbat 1• 

• a14 ot bha, h. t ••1. t •••PRO•• tor ld.. _It.r, .D4 10.... 

bla, aen '0 hi. boN.', aoN t"n &IlJ'thl••1••• 

Rarpa80ft, o1U'lo.I" arou••4, ••Jr. Mattro J.oqll.. to 

t.ll hi. vbat people .N '.Pas about Ma. A1thoqh 
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Harpagon denie. that he vill become ang1"1, Ma£tN JAcque' 

contrad1cts h1m po1itel,., "Pardonnez-moi: je la18 tort 

bien que j. VOUI mettrot. en colereN (L'.v.r. III, 1, 

p. 134). Urpd on by Harpl.gon, Hutre .raoqu•• beg1D8, 

"MoDsleur, pu1lque 'YOUI 1. Youle., je 'YOUI 411'&1 

frflncheme.t qll'OD .e -octu. partout de you.- (L'A..a" 

III, 1, p. 1~). He theD en,.8rate. the maDJ 0%8.'1l01•• 

ot Harp_gon" avaric. whioh are OO1llll1on talk DOns the 

p.ople ot the town. A. )(attN Jaoq••• hal predicted, 

Harpa80n become8 angrJ Ul4 b.at. bill ••rYant. 

In the 0__,.-ba11.'. Lt. A-.a. a!l!!tlgll•• , 

011 t14•• , oourt tool or UIe '.1..... Br1phll., ad..l ••• 

both hi. lI1.tN.. and her would-b. au! top, 80.'ra'•• 

'lb.. prine••• baa tvo elepat suiton 1fhaa .h. oDll 

tolerate.. Soatt-e.t., a s••era1 1n tb. prino••• ' arDIJ, 

think. he 1. alone aa h. apeak. ot his 10... tOI" Bripb11•• 

Be TOWI to h1a••lf to O!lP!'J M. lOT. unespres••4 to 

hi. death. OUtlcta., ......., o...meaN S••trat.' • 

...t... Atter 'alking with So.'nt., who 4.elaN. 

bl•••lt 1UIWOl"thJ of the prlIlO••• , _. coun tool 011 '14a. 

ad..l ••••11a 

L. N.p••' blen ."...nt .' o\)l1ge pal ~ qu.
l'....p, .t J••• tl"Ollpll ton, cna 1& J.-- fl"1DG•••• 
a OOnDa votN tl.... , et .'7 ••• pa. t ..... \)1•• 

-Ibit., TII, 392. (w. i __'. "p1tt,u•• , 
pas.. ~9:;n. J 
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Clltldas continue. to a.~18. Sost~te to press ht. suit 

tor the prine•••• 

.,. p1"1nc.8.' .0t1»1', Arl.tOD., ba. an a.trolol.r, 

Anaxarqm., who att.mpt. '0 g.t Ari.tone to oboo•• tor 

bel' daqht.r the .ui tor vb. ha. paie! b1m to read ... 

• tat-. 1n hi. taTor. 011ti4a. lI.Oek. A.xareaue in troD' 

or APi.toll. and. 1. told bJ the altJ"Ologer that, since 

h. 1. the oourt tool, he .hou14 .p.nd bt. t1m. ma1rlng 

jok.a top hi. mi.tre... ell ti4a. repl1•• , 

JIa toll on 1.. e!onae t.l1.. ,u'on pe"t. Voua 
en parl•• tort • Tot.. al•• , ., 1•••t1er 4. plai••nt 
n' ••t pa. C01lm1. o.lui • ' ••trolop.. 81.D ••at1r 
.t bien pW.alltereoDt 4e_ obo••• ton 41n.rent•• , 
.t il •• t b1.n pla. ta.i1. 4. 'r;:r•.r 1•• aeaa qu.
4. 1•• taire riPe (IA......,. _ tl,••• I,ll, 
p. 391). -

Aa 1. ott.n 'rue, the ooun tool •••• throuah the rault. 

or men, heN p.rhapa ezpre••lng one ot MolIere'. let... 

about hil 0VIl art. 

Clltidal a4.111•• the prine••• concexwnlns 80.'rat.1 

"En Ter1t~, o' ••t un bola_ qui •• reYiant, un homa. tal' 

co... je YeUX que lei homm•• 801ent talt." (&!! Amant. 

-snit1g,,,•• II, 11, p. 1110). Although Soatrate and the 

prlnoe•• are attlOBoted to .aGb oth.r, It 1. tat. vb10h 

brine. the together. The astrologer AnaxaPqua a.d••• 
a V.nua tbat appeara to the prine••• ' mother, Arlaton., 

and t.l1. her that .be .hou14 oboon tbe peNon who .ay•• 

b.!' Ut. to be her son-in-law. Ar1stoDe agree., and 
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Aauarqu. pl.... to l.t ,he .1..... .uttor DO ". ..... ht. 

the .o.t mona,. allva Ar1.tone fro.- baMita who are 1n 

AII&Z.rqu. t • bire. BovG~.r, walk1q ill tbe tor••t. Anaton. 

1. a"aok.d bl a wild .tas b.~or. ahe reaches tbe .pot 

wh.re "be hiNd bandit. aN biding. Soatrat., al•• walk1ac 

In tbe tON.t••••• the .... and .a..... Ar.tatoM thereb7 

v1nn1D1 the band or the prlnoe•• Eriph11•• 

In L•• P.mm.. .a~ant•• Moliere renews the attack- , 
_4. 1n Le. ,nolell... l'141ou1e. Oil .xc•••l .... , ~xaggerB. te4-
"finemMlt (ot. p. 7). Ph1laa1nte, wite or c~,:19.1e,-
and b.r eld••' daughter ~., att..pt to beoame .rudite 

but at tbe ooat of abandoning DONal 80clal relation­

.hip.. ArDUlnd. do.. not ••n' to .a"'1 .1nc. marr1age 

would interfere with ber studt... Phil.mint. 1. not 

able to tolerate the gN.naa1i1.a1 .t••••• ot he. k1toMn 

ma1d. Martine, althoUgh ah. 40e8 make mistake. in g~r, 

ott.rs her m1 stre88 lood adYic. about the purpose ot 

l&1lgUB.ge: 2S 

Quand on .e fal t entendre, on parle touJoura bien, 
Et to•• YO. biaux 41etoDa .e ••rY8nt pal d. 1'1.D. 

JlanlDe 1. 41.obar..4 b7 b.r 1Il.'N•• Pb11ud.Dt. tor 

'hi•••• ot a double "lat1~.. !'h. Mid 1. "'.lB.... 

bov.....r, b7 .....ur 0hrl.al., who do.. DOt .... ' ­

is!!!!!_, IX, 96. (L•• p..........l1t•• , pac••
 
1-206. ) 
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10.. a gooc1. oook jut \)eoa... abe u.. lDOorreo~ 

8~ar. 

Ph11&1l11nt. wanta to II&rrJ h.r younger daughtel' 

Henriette to Tri..sotin, an arrogant pedant. Henriette, 

however, 11 in love with Clltand». OhrJsa1e tell. 

hia wit. that hi. daughter will Dlarrr h1s choice, Ol1tandre. 

Ph11am1nte replies that, on the oontral"J, lhnriett. must 

sarI''' her choloe, Tria.otin. Chr1aa1e, who otten 

surI-oDdera to hi. wite'. 4"D4s, 1. advised bJ his 

lIIal d Martlne J 

Ce nt_,t point. 1& t .... a pre.olire, .t J. somma. 
Pout ..... 1_ 4..... .. 'oa'e •••• .u he.._
 
(Lea Femme. sayant. V, 111. 1641..42).
- , 

Although Martine us •• a plural Yerb with a .1ngular 

subjeot, her advice enoOUNg.S Cbr7aale aD! Henri.tte 

40•• mar1";J 011 tandre • Bot &1.1 the ored1t, hovn.r, 

belons. to Chr7I.le and Martine. Arl.t., wl•• brotbar 

ot Chl"7.ale, delivers a lett.r to Chr;r.al.. and ODe to 

hill wit. Ph1lul1nte wh10h lntorll .b.. that tn.7 bave 

lost all their tortune. Art•• the peG..., Tr188o'1n. 

who we:'\ 1.~1111n~ to marrJ Henri.tt. OIUJ to I.t tbe 

tadl,.'. 'W.alt~, renounc•• b18 olals on H•••l.'te, AI"'1 ••• 

reveala that he wrote the l.tte.. h1...lt 111 ••••o••atlll. 

attempt to bring Henriette an4 ell taDdre tos.the••• 

w.ll as to discr.dit Tr1.ao~ia. 
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'folMtte, .erYaat o~ Al'8an 111 !::!. Malad. t.as1D1llr., 

tree17 .advisea her master and. at t1mes eTen uaurp. bt. 

authol'1tl. The b;JpoohoDdriac Argan, who waltea Iluch 

or hi. Blone1 on a doctor and an apotheC81'1, 1. a4Tt_e4 

bJ Toinette: 

Ce Houteur Fleurant-la .t ce Plonaleur Purgon
 
a,e.qe.t lale•••1' YO'" .orp•• 11. 011' .. 'YO.'
 
une bonne vaohe i. la1tJ et 'e voudrol. bi.n 18U1'
 
4...-1•• quel ..1 youa ...... , pour YOU. ~a1 N ...
 
de Naede. (I::!. ~la4e luginalre I,ll, p. 288).
 

!oln.tte i. q,uit. frank wlth her maater, but he is 80 

t1rml1 conYinced that be 1_ 111 that he 40e. not nay
 

&DJ attention to h.r.
 

Argan'. dauahter, .&ncelique, 1. 1'I1Ore receptive 

to Toinettels advice. Araael1que 10Ye. Cleante and 1s 

10Y04 b7 him. When AnaeUqU. aaka !01n.tt. 1t .h. think• 
•Cleante loves her as muoh a. be aaJ. he does, the ma14 

,I,
replie. : 'I 

~ 
Eh, .bol c•• cbo•••-l", partola, .ont \Ill pOU
 

au'.t~e ... ,aU~OD. Le. ,gnaa••• d'UIOur r••••bl••t:.
 
t~rt a 1& Tertt., e' 3'1.1 vu 4. arand. ooaid1.na
 
1&-4•••". (14 Mala". , ..sSD.I1.. I, 1... , p. 292).
 

foin.tt. cOWl8el. bar m1.tr••• that the be.t:. ..ana o~ 

4.t.N1D1D8 it Cle.t. loy•• her 1. _ ... nether or 

DOt - .aka her r..~.r APBUl top her bald ill ..PJ'1a S•• 

Wh.n ArBan 'ell. hi. 4avghteJl ADaellqu. thet 

he pl.na to hs.ve her "'rJ'7 • ,.o~ 40.'op, fi1oIIa. 

D1&rolPUa. 80 that bt _,. J:a~e • dookp In the tawdl,. 

..
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to care tor his ills, ~olnette, try1ng to get Argan 

to adMl t the truth asks bla, "Mats, Monstear, mette. 

1& lI1tl1n a 1& consciencel es1:-08 Q.ue 'YOU8 ete. 'II.alade'" 

(~ Malad. imaginalre I, ., p. 299). Seoaus. Argan 

becomes angry at the Q.ue.tIon ot his 111ne'., ~olnett. 

concedea that he Is Ye~, v8rr 111; but she advlses him, 

~l. Yotre fille dolt epouaer un mar! pour elle; at 

n"t~nt point Malade, 11 n'eat pae neceesaire de lui 

~onner un m.edecln" (~ Malade imAe¢D8.1re I, v, p. 299). 

'oinette cont1nues to counsel Arg_n, gradual17 beooming 

more end more outspoken 1n her advIce that he should 

1'1Ot wed Angellque to the dootol'. Wh.n Argan oan no 

longer stand the 1nterferenoe or his ald, he orles, 

"Je lui commande absoltnent de s. preparer a prendre 

1e marl que je 41s." Toinette Immediately retorts, ftEt 

mol, je lui defends absolument 4'en ta1re rlen" (Le- ~ 

Malat!e :l"·'&6!nalre I, v, p. 304). As Argan becomes more 

and more ang17, he hurls derogatol"J remarks one atter 

the other at 'l'olnette, .and Tolnette continues to state 

calmly that she will not permit the marriage. Argan 

becomes 80 exhausted th~t he cennot eont1nue the argument. 

As has been shown, To1uctte'. advice Is followed, tor 

Angel1que marries Cleante ct. p. 29).- - (-
The serYants who ~dvlse their masters are all 

sll1'l11e.r in that the I\dvlee they g1ve 18 reasonable. 
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Although masters do not alw&ls follow the advice of 

the1r ser'Vants willingly or knowingl,., with the uoept1oll 

of Sganarelleta adv10e to Dam Juan, the reooMmendations 

of the aerYants to the1 r masters are achieved. 

~.
 



CID.P'rER V 

SERVAH'l'S PLAY A COIlIO ROLB 

Moliere, writing to~ an audience of TArte4 tast••• 

attempts to poInt out the faults ot mankind. but all 

the Whi1. he intersperse. the More serious Ideas ot 

his pla,.. 111 th oosed.,.. '!here are rew character!' in 

hi. p1a,.. at vhom one cannot laugh at least once In 

a play, however, !eryants molt otten play the comdc 

role using every type of comic device. 

In L'Etourdl. Malo8ri11e, Lelle'. valet, se~e8 

as spokesman tor his master, but, In 11&%1" ot hi. endeavoN. 

Mascarille plays a oamlo role as well. In an effort 

to steal Anselm.'s purse .0 that he may get the money 

his master needs to purchase CelIe. Masoarll1e usee a 

Jeu ~ !!2!!. as he tx-te. to make the old man Anselm. think 
~ 

that t:-i:~' beautiful slave girl CeUe loves him. Alter 

telling An••lme that CelIe wants him as a husband, 

Haeol;l1:'llle oontinual: 

Et you. veut, quai ~u'il tlenne,
 
PMadre la bOUN. (L'BtouPU I, 'Y, 235-36).
 

A••la. qu••tio.... -La•••,. aD4 Ma••arlll. qu1oJrlJ' obaq•• 

VON_, -La }touohe a'Y•• 1& .1_••" (L'DOllrdi I, 'Y, 2)6) • 

•""••alt1l1•• t ••l. tm pun., 1»u' Lilt•• hi....ter, 



50 
fnlls the plan In his usual blundering fa.shion. as he 

interrupts wIth "A qui Ia bourse?" (L'Etourd! I, v, 2$9). 

One of MolIere's tavorite comic devices 1. the 

disguise. In an attempt to gain Celie from Andres who 

has ransomed her and plans to take her wi tb h1m to EgJPt, 

Mascsr1l1e disgui.es himself as a Swiss proprietor ot 
, . 

a house Andres wants to l"8nt while he and Celie pr~~par. 

for the trip to Egypt. When AndP88 tells Masoarill. 

that Celie is neither his wife or his sister, Mascarl11e, 

re~gning a. dialect, S8.1s: 

Mon foi, plen choll. Fin1r pour marchand1•••• 
OU plen POUl' t--.nter a 1& Pala1. ohouatlc.? 
La proC8S 11 fault rien: 11 couter jant tarchant~ 
La pro••N1r larron. la tocat pien •••han' 
(L'Etourdi V, 111, 1759-62). 

Maecarl11e wants to get some monel for bis master by 
, .

X".;ntl ng the house to Andres. Lelie once B.a;ain interrupts 

as he tolls Andres that the house belongs to his father 

and the L the man from whom Andre. rented the house i. 

his valet. Mascarille. 

Mascarille. Valere t a valet in !£ Depit amoW'Q~. 

plays a comic role in a scene in whioh his apeechaa art;t 

repeated mookingll bJ Albert. rather ot Lucile. wham 

his master wants to mal.'ry. Albert does not believe 

'\ Mascqrille's claim that Lucile has married Leandro, 

Valere t 8 r1 val. l-tascarl1le and Albert ~xc1ul1&. que-t1oGa 

and answers, 
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•Hascar111e:	 Voulez-vous deux temoins qul me
 

j ••tttieroll"
 

Albe:rt.	 Veux-tu dfhlx de ... gena q\11 te bitonneron't 

MaI.a:r111e.	 L-V rappol1 401 t a. 111.11 dODDer tout.
 
ereanee.
 

Albert:	 Leurs bras peuvent du mien reparer
 
l l i.pula.aDOe.
 

Ma•••rIU••	 Ie .ou. 41. qua Lueile agit par hont.
 
&1na1_
 

Albert:	 Je te di. iue J' aural raison de tout
 
oeol (14 J)tpl! !!Our.us In, x, 1099-U04).
 

'!h• ., oont1.. tbe ,xohan&e _tl1 Albert, beoauae of hi. 

"" b••cae. too t1red and tell. Ha.ear1lle to go a1l&1­

....arill. later learna that Luclle i. DOt; marl"1ed (ot. p. 6). 

In L!!. 'rioielU.. l'1cllolll•• , l)oth MaeO&1'111. 

aJI4 .Toel.l.t••al.,. o~ La 'NBC' aDd Da Grol•.,. p1a., 

ctmd. ro1•• Al.pi••eI •• II'e.le.. lJIhe hO Yal.,. aP. 

oaaie •• ,he,. 8"" .aoh o1;hep ill tl"OD' o~ Magel.loll 
~ 

and. C.tho.. two &1-1'1. tl"Ollt ,he I'NYiao.. .plq the Pal"1.1an 

pmle..... An.r haYing -"NO", Ma•••I'1U. a81'a '0 

Jod.1.,. -a&l••-.ol clODO .DeOPl .. pe., j. t. ~ri.· (Le.-
,Nol.... rldioul.. •••• as., p. 99). ~. 41.gu1••4 

.al.,. oontinlle th.ir oomlo role •• th8J' tell uaagen'" 

.tori•• abOll' 'uil' uplol'. tor tbe b.n.tl t ot the 

,Nolev.e... KaaoariUe and Joel.l.' are a180 comio a. 

t.7 a".mp'	 W 4eaoll.traw ~lr 4ano11lg ab111t7 tor 

the girl., bu' ~. ercnm1ns 8011"''' HOUPI "han 'he .al.'. ­
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~n~ters eo'~ on stage to stop the masquerade. La Grqnf,& 

'Pulls the 2rec1eux cloth•• orf h11 valet, 1{ascar111e, 

who ha~ h1s valet's apparel beneRth. Du Croisy peals 

ten coatI orf his valet, Jodelet, before the valet's 

apparel 1s ~evealed. 

Marotte, servant of the 2r~cieuse., plays a co~10 

•role &s she bas difficult}" understanding the &>recl~ 

language or her mistresses. When reproached for saying 

~ laquaia rather than ~ neoe••aire and not knowing 

that a conael11er ~ 6raOe! is a miro1r, Maro~te tells 

bel" mi.tresses, "11 taut pa~l~r ohret1en, 8i you. voulez 

(Lee pr;o1eu.e. r1dioule. v~, 

pp. 69-70). Marotte, however, never understand. her. 

•

que Je vaus entande" _ ................Iiiiiiiiiio..... scen~
 

preiiauaea mistressea. 

In Saeparelle, Gros-Rene, valet at Lella, appears 

in onl)" one scene. He and Ms master are returning from ; 
•a long journe7. Lolle Is very anxiou8 to see his beloved, 

Celie; however, Gros-Rene, comic bl bis vory appearance, 

Is muoh more anxious to eat. After each speech in which 

Lelia expresses his desire to aee Calle as quickly &s 

•possible, Gros-Rene expresa•• bi. desire to eat. LeU. 

rinal17 tells his valet: 

Jf a1 de 1 t lIlQ.u1 etude, 3t non pas de la t&.t.m•
 

•
Gras-Rene replies: 
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- --------

•ft aol, j 'al ... 1& 1"&111, ., de l'1..\11.,.,. 
S3 

D. Yolr Cl1l'a 110' amour talt tout. Yot" .twi. 
(8!!I!&Nlle seen. "fi1, 1'. 182). 

When l,e11e r11'\1111,. tell. Oro8-1'en8 to go .st wbll. h. 

vIsit. Oelle, Gro8-Rene 1. c~c In hi. Budd.D obedience. 

In Lee ~aeheux, Erest., Who ts beBet by boors,-
has '! valet, 1,1. Monttltgne, who 121 comic In hi' blund.ri~, 

re~e~ting, end hesltating. While tPying to adjust hi. 

IUlSter's clothe., La Mont8gne pul18 hl. lfta!lter's "lrd.1'", 

knoeks orf hI. het, ~nd beBts him II! he dusts his clothe•• 

Er~~te, exa!~ernted, finally tells hi. valetr26 

Au d18nt~e tout Tillet qui you. est Bur l,s bpae, 
Qui 1'.t1p. lOll ••{'", ., .. t~, Clue ••plalre
A toree de Toulol r tranche!" tin D••••••l re I 

When Eraste's beloved, Orph18e, pa••e. b7, Eraste asks 

La ~ontagne to follow her to eee where she 18 going 

and whAt she 1s doing. Rether than .1mpl~ carrying 

~ ,t hi~ Mllster's order, La Mont~gne repeatedl,. ask. 

his m~eter quest10ns concerning the manner in which 

he sh(\ul,1 follow Orphlt!le. When at last La Montagne 

~oe9 leave to rollow O~hlse, E~Rste tells himt 

Que 18 Clel te confon~e• 
...., • 1108 •••'l•••t, 1. pl"8 1'aobaux du Nand. \ 
(Lei Paeheux I,ll, 171-72). 

260espols, 2E. cit., III, 45. (Les Facheux, 
page. 1-104.) --- --­
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'Hhen he returns to hts master, La Montagne 1s comic in 

his hesitation to tell ~:Mlste w~...e.t he has learned from 

Orph1se: . ..	 ..Eraste:	 8t quoi? d.ja mon coe ur apres oe II10t 
aoupil'.: Parle. 

La Montacne: Souba1t.s-.OUB de aavolr o. 
que c'eat? 

Eraste:	 Oui, dis vite. 

Monsieur, attendez, 
.'11 .0118 pW,.

La MontAgne: Je ma su!s, a cour1~, prdsque mis hors 
4'bal.lne. 

EN.at., Pr•••-ta que14•• pl~alp .... 'en1r 
en paine? 

(&!.!oF__aO_he;;;;;;..;;;iQ_ II, Ill, 3S2-56). 

L. HOD'ape a'ana to &1•• hi. _at.r 'he ••••••• trom 

Oppb1•• but .altat.a WId.r all aon8 of pre'u'.. When 

tlD&l17 La Montagne relat•• the m•••aae, Erast. learna 

that Orphiae love. him and that ahe was not avoid1ng 

h1m but only tI'1i11& to be pollte in setting r1d ot hal' 

other admirers. 

In L'Eoole ~ _t.::;;;~......-.., Moli.,.. depi.'. a... man who 

attempts to rear a 811'1 to make him the kind or wite 

he wants. Arnolphe is the guardian ot Agn•• , who.e 

tather has long be.n 1n America. In an attupt to keep 

'an•• almpl., Arnolphe has two opeasut ••"ante guard 

her in 8. house where he go•• by the name M. La Souch•• 

The two servants, Alain and Georgette, pla7 a comic 
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pol. a. thel app.a. '0 ai4 __lr ...t •• b.' 1. real1'" 

al4 Api. pla bel" tN_a. tlle ••"aDt. ba.... b... Sl••• 

• Pd.n M a411l' ao on. '0 ,. Ito , .0 whell A.-1pu 

.011•• '0 n.tt Api., Alain ..4 h ". lut.l..'. ,. 

1.' bla lD. Aft•• tIlel ba.... _••a eoan." br An.lphe 

,bat ,., ••_14 opea ~ 4001', A1&1a aDd. herp". 

arpe b...... lle1'lter _'a ...., .p .. opea the 400r. 

Alala tiDallJ opeD... 400r, "' 1M .'.lk•• Al'DOlpb.ea. 1M .....".27 
,1.1'1101'" la••• 1••JIM troa 110ft••, vho 40•• _t 

Imov -., ArD01,. 1••1.0 II. La 10 , A..... _rdS.an, 

,., &1&1.. aDd Cleo ". 1.' .0 rial, 1d.'Il A..... 

WheIl ADolphe, la , eo""_'. 'bea '111.- til. t ••" 

Alala Ul4 0.0".". tall a' bl..... In •.t. pl.... 

tor tbe1:P 11..... , but theJ ......1' a4111' Uaa' 'heJ 1.' 

..... la. ,I'
)! 

A_o1__ 1..... tPOa '!la' •• 10..... BoN•• 

aD4 VUl'. to "PI'J hta. Ia '0 1118... ,bat lora•• 

will DO' b. a" ~'.d .pla to Id.. bR••, ArnolpJaa 1_'rut. 

Ala1D. &DCl hora.,t. la a ..... 1Ih1.b 1. .old. 1. , • 

••"U'.· ..p••l 'lOll ot Arnolp..... be VUl'. ,.. 
'0 Ii.... to.aDJ of ,he pl lp ,. 10.... 

Jdght -.Ir.. AftlolpJla, ho" , 1 tal III hi. 

2'7Ib1d., In, In. (""01•••• t_., ))&I•• 
10S-280.)- • ­
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.ttem])t to wed Apea. ~., rather ret_.... t~ '-1'1oa 

Just 1n t1.e ~ 81Y. Bora•• perala.lon to -rJI'f be•• 

'!'he notaJllY whM A'MIolphe hiNd for hie mfltM'"1a8e ceremonr 

peJWfom.s the eere!'!'lony for A~e~ I!lTld "oNe•• 

In ~ C~.t1gue. ~ 1'Ecole I'!e! fe'M'Me!, UNn1e'. 

ge~ant. Galon1n. 18 oomic 1n hi~ inabIlity to follow 

hie mistNSS' wishes without beln~ told exaetl'1 what 

to do. U!'~nie, Q l!Iu-pporter or MOlie" 1n the controver.y 

over L'Eoole ~ ~emmes, does not want to see Climene, 

Who is an opnonent of Moliere. Oalop1ft 80m•• to tell 

hI s mls t rfUJ S th-..lI 0 limeD' 1s ".1'tng to ••• hep. Whc 

re'O~oac'he~ by tJ!"lIIn1e for haY1ng told 01111lme that his 

mtstl'eSI 1s tn, Ga101'ln quickly saYI ,hAt h. viI1 go 

tell Cltmene that hts mistress has just 1ert, but Uren1e 

reel! thAt she must n~ lee her. tater When the Ml!lrqu1s, 

~nother o~nent or L'Ecole des ~emm•• , 1s .t the door, 

Ga1~~tn tells him th~t he ~.t not efttep ror hi' Mistres. 

1s not the~e. The m~rqut ••e.1 Ur~nl•• but Galo~lD 

p.r~tstl, nIl est Trai. 1a Y011&, mail el1e n'y elt 

'Pas" (!::! Critique de IfEcole del remmel scene 1Y, "9. 330). 

lJtllon1n hPll!ll no furthel" role in the play except to oonclude 

the nlay 8nd the diseu8sion the opponents and supporters 

ot Moliere are h.rln~ by announcing th!l!t dinner il :!eMred. 

In ~ 'a!'turr., Dor1ne, Orgon'8 mald, ls comic 

1n her reneeted interruntion of Orgon as he attempts to 
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'.11 b1a 4aqh'.r, Mal"1..., ,bat .he 1. to v" ,.",urt•• 
Dorl •• 1.t.rrupt. 0rBOa ."rr ts.a. he 'ri.... Nl.t. 

M. plan. '0 llal'1an.. Ut.r .1p, 1nt.rruptiou, Orion 

OPd.N Dorin. to b. qui.'. ftw aa14 NpU•• , fta01t. 

Mal., •• 41..., .0'. j ••' ell p.n•• pas BlO1u" (14 ,.nv..tt. 
II, 11, SSS). DoriD., bov.y.r. oontinu•• '0 lD'.rNPt, 

pl".'.D.d1q U be '.lk1q 1Jo ll.ftI.1f, 1ID1J1l Orson b••_ .. 

• 0 UIIl'J ,bat h••trik•• at her but Id..... •• baa 

11••• ab.owa, Manan. 4oe••, _rJlf ,.r1Jutt. bu.t N'h.r 

the an abe 10••• (.t. p. 10).-
ID L'Aao1U' .....11l. L1a."., LuiDll.'. aal4, 1. 

ocal. lD her "pet!tioD ot _ ..l'1. L1I01D4. .pp••r. '0 

b. 111, IN' DOll. ot tz• .fl•• 408\0.. _I' t.Uter, IsuaanU., 

baa hlr" .....'1.t••hl'1l7 41_0•• her lllae••• 

Ll ••tt. 41 ••0••1'. ,hat bel' 1I1.'N•• 1. DOt 111 but .., • 

• lapl, to "rrJ her .ulur, 011 , ....zoe. U ••'t. u4 

L..l..... .re both 1.t.rNp'" bJ I_rul. _120 4oe. .t 

...t •• di Li••". t1_11.7 oompl arrt..... 

...........ll. '.U. a_rel1•• ftO' ••, UIl aar1 qu' .11•
 
• 011t.·28 I ..urell., pzoe'.Dd1D1 DO' _ be.r, o••U 

Nproa.h att.r repl'O.oh a' M. 4••t.r b he 

will DOt t.ll hi. what 1. th..."or vi 'h hor. Atter 

28D.apol. an4 ......1'4. n. o1t., V, 310. (L'AJIour 
.....111. pap. 261-3~.) ­
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eaoh Nproaoh, U •••te repea'., ftt1rJ. _rl,· aDd tollov1nc 

the tifth reproaoh, ftun _rl, un m.r1, un mari- (L'Amour 

.~.oln I, 11, p. J~l). 

Li.e'te 1. a180 00_0 In the expreanon ot her 

reeling. about 40oto~: 

• • • I' a1 oonna UD ho..e qui p1'OuYol', pa,. DODD•• 
N.1.oaa ....'11 De (aut ~_1. UN: "Va. 'eU. penoDlle 
e.' 1I.orte c!'une tleY" et d' \IIle tl~OD .ur 1& poltrine.­..s... "n~e e.' .ne .. ,ua're .edeolna e' 4e deus 
.po'b1oalre.- (L'W-,. ...0111 II. 1, p. 318). 

U ••tte tur~er meke. lUll ot the doctor. BganareUe oall. 

to the hou.e to help bi_ daQ&hter. It 1. 'bro1llh ,he 

41.p.l.e ot • doc'or that Oll'''r., Luc1nde' ••uttor, 

1_ able to ••:r1'7 Luo! nde. Cll taDdN 'ella Spnarelle 

tbat 1ft oP4er to OVe L\lciDde, he will pnteD4 to marl'J 

her. !'he marriage, hove.,.r, 1. real. 

In ODe or Mollire' a moat ..rlou. pla,.., &!. JUaanthroee, 

Du Bol., Aloe.te'. yale., p1&,. a rol. ot ooJd.o rellef. 

llo••'e, mo 1. villlna !Wither to aooept aor to tollow 

the conYentlonal _oo1al p.tteru ot behavlor, and hi. 

beloYed, Cell._, tlni_h an emotional _.en. 111 whioh 

thq an UDable to reconcile their AUtering op1n10JUI 

oonoel'D1. love. Alo••te'. valet, Da Bol_, arr1Ya. v1Ul 

WlPl....llt raeva a29 

"Ibld., pp.SJO-31. (L!. JU. ••l1thrope, pal" 3SS­
.$61.) ­
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Monal our, un hollUlle nol r ot d I hs.bl t et 4e ro1ne
Ba' •__ 110_ lal.'81'. ~U4'l•• 4au 1& 01l1alu.
 
Un papler grittonne dtune tell! ravon. •
 
QU. l l1 ta_rolt. POUl' 1. 111'•••tN pla que 4_on.
 
O' ••t «0 yotr. prooe., je n'en tal. aucun dout.,
 
JCa1. 1. 41abl. 4'.ntol'. j. ol'Ola, n'7 ••rrolt &Oll,t••
 

!he newa ~ thi. ti•••,rou. blow to A~.e.t. la Ught.De4 

b~ the 00Jl1. attire lddah Du Bola 1. "earl.. and alao 

b••au•• Du Bola l.n tho 10tt.r 1"elt' at .~OO.t.'. 

hoWl.. Alooate, umdlllq h aco.pt Cell__'. loy. 

Oil her ,..... attempte tull,.. '0 &1v. hi. 

love to a.11MB.'e .ouain. Alo.a-'. lUlOhaDge4, will 

a.ek • plac. wher. h. oan 'be his 1d.n4 ot bonorable aan 

(~ M.l.u'hrope Y, Iv). 

III Le In !!!lEi l!:!:., he» or aeroD'.'. .onants, 

Valere and L ada1nle'.r a ooal. b.at1as. Manll1O, 

a peasant who 1. &D8rJ "lth IMr hu.baD4, Spnarell., 

•••• a m.ana or ••eDgt.q M1'8elt' whon Valero and Luc•• 

OOIDO lookiq tor a dootor tor LuclDd., daughtor of their 

...'ep (Jiront.. MartIno tell. GePOllt.'a ••rvant. that 

tbe mo.' able doetor In the world oan be toUDd nearb7 

where he 1. outtina wood. tth1. talllou. dootor, Martino 

tell. lb8a, baa a .t~ngo de.lre, 

La toll0 d. a.lui-al ••t plua grando qu'OR n. 
~ut oro1 1"0. oar .11e Ya parrot. ~aClu'i .ouoir 
.tre battv. pour damouret' 4'.000N. .. aa oapaol'.,
!t je voua do.. avl. que YOU a'. v1eDl1rta pot.,
a bout, qu'll D'aTou.~ j-.a1. qu'll ••, med.ain, 
a'11 a. 10 ••t on tansalal., que YOU" premo.
obaoUl1 yn bAtoD. ot ne 1, N4u1.1•• , a t'ONe 4. 
ooupa, a .oua cootea.or & 1& ta •• quill yOU 
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caehera d 'abord. 0' est alnsl ~ue nous en ysona quan4 
noull aWlle "beaoin de 1111 (~tideoln aa1gre !!! I, 
lv, p. $1.). 

Martine haa, or course, told them '0 seek her l'maband, 

SpDaNlle. Valire and Luella tind Seanarella. aId, aa 

Martin. told them, thq ... laea. bia. a....Nlle. at'ter 

1I••era1 be&t1q.a, aive. 1na 

"hI aht Eh bien, Me••ieurs, oui,.pm.que YOUII 
1. ",ouls., je sui. mia.aiD., je suls midecinJ apothiouH 
,ncon, .1 TOUS 1. tl'Ouve. bon. JI~e Ideu ceDt'D.'ir 
• kut que 4. JJle taln •••c..er (~M.loin .alv. 
lui I. ", p. 64).-

B••ause Sea-ralle once worked tOft a doo-.r, h. 1. able 

to pla,. hi. part vell ano. that M tool. DOt onlJ 

Geron'. but all10 two peasaa'. whom ~ later mee,s on 
# •

the .tNet ( l:!. MideolD _lire 1111 III, 11, pp. 100-(4). 

SpDaNUa i. not tbe oDJ.;, NClplellt ot Luca.' 

blo... III an etfort to al1enoe h1. wite, Jacquelln~, 

Luoaa strUtes at bel' but hi'a ftther bia aaster', oeront•• 

Lucas t.lls aeronte that he van'. to teach b1a 14£. 

rospect tor their master, but aeroat. begs h1m not to 

USe tore•• 

Soale, Aapb1.t17on'. valet, reoei"•• a beat1nc 

from. MerouN 1n Ameh1 taon. ft••••t1ns or Sosl e aDd 

Mercure 1. in It.eU comio .lnce Heroux... app.ars with 

the voleo and tora ot S081e 1& or4.r to a14 Jupl t.1' 11l 

wooing Aaph1 tI"7on' s wife, Alcmena. When Mercu.re meet. 

Soal., he tri.a to get Soal. to abaIMlOD hi. ~.. &.ale, 



61
 

s1nce he haa a1""1'8 had h1a ntl1fte. d.oes not "ant to g1 ve 

it .1'. ~en after a beating at the haD! or Mercure, 

Sosi8 hesitatesl 

'1'•• oou,pa n' ont point en.o1 ratt de lIletlUlOrapbo••J 
B1: tont Ie o~.e1l' ClU je trouy. a 1a .l1.ol.,

c'••t d'.tre Soal. bat~ (Aapb1tr70D I, 11, 
pp. 380-8). 

'lhe blova tlDall., conYinoe the beaten Soale, hove...el'", 

an4 Me reu:r>e goes otf to help lupt ter 1tbl1e SOlle retuna 

to hi. master, AmphitrJ'OD, who avalts neva ot 80.1e'. 

Yi.lt w1th Al.ene. 

lIlwn 80s1e reporta to ABlpb1t1"1on, be Pelate. 1ft 

a comic .ceDe hi••••'1Ds wi tb b.1aaelt. Allpb1. 'I7GD tlhlD1t. 

loai. la joJd.ng and Ortt!eN M. nJ.et to tell h1. what 

reall,. happened. SOlle, UDIll»l. to make hi8 ...ter bell ..... 

his ItOrJ, t.lla hiIII1 

.onaieur. ToUs n' ....e. l'1en qu t a d1 re, 
Je .eatlnl, 81 'Y0\18 youl•• (Amphl'!'lon n, 1, pp.
121-22). 

Amph1 tl'Jon asks tor the truth, ao S081e relate. how he 

was beat.n by h1mselt. Sosle regaina hi. name trom 

MarcUN, aa has beeD ahoWlt. whe. Mercure explains the 

deception (!!. p. 12). 

In Geol'S. Dandln one aee. a camed,. ot errors. 

Claudine, Angel1q,ue's maid, and Lubin. Cl1tandre's senant;, 

00ll1 ca117 Jdr-ror their Masters in 10.... (!t. p. 13) • 

•In a rendesvous at nigh. Lllbia mistakes Anaellqu. t .... 

j 
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Claudine, and Cla.udine mistakes Clltandl'e tor Lubin. 

011 tr"ndre and Angellque discover- the mistake, aDd theJ 

find a place where the,. can att down to talk. Lubin, 

aeparAted 1"l"OID Olaudine, bumpa lnto ;mgeliQ.ue's h.usbaDI, 

George !)and1n, who 14 t1'11ng to rind his wire. IJ1b1n, 

in ~e tlarkDe•• , ai.take. Georse Dan41n for Olaudlne. 

When LubIn 41.00v8Z'11 his rd..tak., he esoape.. George 

DaDdin, SUN tbat be has caught hi. wite w1.h a sui tOl', 

oalls tor hi. valet, Colla. In the darkness Colin and 

Cleorge Daudin oall to one anatller a. the,. pa•• each 

other back and to~h acro•• 'he st.... Colin f1nally 

bumps trlto hi. master and lmoek. h1a down. 

In L'A".N, La pliohe, 01eant.'s "a1et, 1. comic 

1n a soen. with hi. mastel". tather, larpagon. BarpalOIl 

suspect. tha.t eveJTone 1. '1'11111 to steal t~OI'Il him. He 

asks La F1eeM to I'etum the money he thinks the valet 

has stolen. Not satiatied b7 La P1eoha' a denial, Rappa.OIl 

tells the valet to show him hi. hand.. La Fleche show. 

Hal'pagon hi. handa, whereupon HapPagcm. askl him to .how 

the ethen. La PI.ebe once asaln show. bts hands. 

Ttarpagon has La F1.ahe amp,," eY8l"1 pocket, but he 1. 

still aure th~t the valet haa stolen lomething. 

Martre 3acqu•• ' comio role a. bo'h coachman and 

oook tor Hal'pagon emphasizes hi' master's aver! ce. When 

Barpagon 111 she. to apeak w1 tlh h1••ez-vant, Jo1a!tre Jacque. 
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ub vhether he n.h.. to .peak to tha cook or 'he Go.eh­

man. Upon Harpagon'. reply, Mattre JaoQ.ues dou the 

appropriate attlre for the servant to whom S&rpagon 'W1UutI 

to speak. Maftre Jaoquel 11 later acou••4 or ,t.&1lo1 

Ilarpagon'l chest wh1eb., in tact, was stolen b'1 La. .F~.oh •• 

lIa!'re Jacque. 1n turn aCCWlIlS Valera, aui tor ot H.ari>&&on t I 

aaupter, EU... Maftre Jacque. 1. ab~., bJ meaD8 ot 

bie .killtul ,U.lt1onil'll or Harpagon, who IUlpecta even 

btl own ohil.dren, to get Harpapn to tell wbere the 

obeat vaa hidden, a. well a. to ~V8 a full. delcrlpt1o~ 

ot the cbeat. He then ua•• thi. 1ntonatioll to oOllv1no. 
,

Harpagon that it 1. VaJ.ere who .tol. the _••t. Both 

...r':re Jaoque. aDd La Fleohe are able to eaITJ ott a 

comio role b....u•• or tha blind avarlee or their ..a'er. 

A. the Gomc rol•• ot Ka!tN Jacque. and. La Fliche 

e1lPhaal c_ Harpagon' 8 anrice, .0 al.o cloe. the 008110 

l'Ol. or IUGol., K. JouP4a1n'. aa14 in ~ Bourgeol• 

••Dtl1hol'lUle, emphasise tM n41ou).ou .ttempt ot K. 

Jourdain to be.ome a .ophi.t1oate« g.ntleman. M. JourdaiD 

.arrlea eV8rrth1ng to an extreme. When he appear. 1n 

hi. new aui' Which. althoqh hi. tailor tell. h1m 1. 

YSrJ .tJUab, 18 aotualll ga_,.., licol_, hi. aa14, lallgha 

at tbe 11ght ot h1a. She oonUllu.a to laUgh, 1nterru,tlq 

M!' malter, who beoo.a qui t. anarr. M. Jourdain .hre.'... 

1l001e with a beat1ng it she laugba anJ more. Al'houib 
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.he tri•• , she oannot help laughing .a sh. tell. K. 

Jourda1na 

'renes, Monsi.ur, batt.z-mol plutot .t mQ la188•• 
rire tout mOD soUl, oela a. tera plu. d. bien. al, 
hi, hi, hi, hi f hi (~Boumeo18 .entllhoDIID. I II , 
il, Pp. 100-01,. 

Bool. haa 110 diffioulty atopping her 1a\l&11\.r whtJn aha 

1.al"ll' ,bat II. lourd.a11l want. t.r to olean the house 

.0 tbat he m&1 .nt.rtain &uaet•• 

11001., in aaotber oomic so.n., showa how fooliah 

K. Jourdain i. to tr,J to aaln lophiltica'ion tbrouah 

_ull0, dan.lng, .D.4 t.no1q ~e"oJ1l. M. Jou.Naln, 

compliment.d bl hi. rencli"8-,:nalter OD b1••ld.ll••ttempt. 

to 4emoutra'. h 111l.o~. bia uw17 u'lw.re4 .ld.ll. 

"When be gl••• 11001. a toll and .aks bel' to teno. 111 th 

b1a, ahe proaptly b••ka him .CI'O'. tbe • tag. • K. loW'Cla1D. 

i' b....a. at bi. cnm. ga•• 

Soa})1., IA&D4r.' a .al.et 1n Les POUN.Pl•• 4. 

a._P!Il, a.py•••, apoJc.8JB&D tor hia _at.r, but :be pla.,. 

a ."mo 1"01. a. w.ll. Scapin'. triend, 811••"N, 
Octave'. nl.t, la about to Noe1Y. a aGolding iNa 

b1. _at.r'a r.th.r, Arpnt•• when Soap1n IDterPUpu 

APg&llt. w1Sh _ ••ri.a ot tnYlal qu.a'lou lfh1 oil pNY_' 

ArC..t. from •••r aoo141118 811•••tN. Soapin hiIIa.U 

1. l.ter "pl'1__.4 bJ' hi....tar, L"ndre. Leand:re 

'hi.a 'ba' S..,.1n baa told his r. ther about hill 10• ., 
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aftair wIth Z.erb1nette. Actuall,.. Scapin .entlone4 to 

Ootave's father, and Dot to Leandre's tather, 01117 that 

Lealldre bad done something which would araveq displeaso 

•Id. father. I..andr., tb.1nk1Dg that he baa be.n betra1e4 

bJ hi. val._. 1s .ready to NIl him through wi th his svorel. 

Soapin taU. at h1a ma.ter' 8 mees and bess tor .61'01. 

Le"'re tell. Soapln 1ibat the "roDS muat be oontesaecl 

batore m.re7 Gan b. glven. Soapin, unaware or whioh 

wrona, oonf••••• that h. atol. Leandre's w1na. When 

•Le&D1r. ~118 him tbat tlw wine 1s not wbat be wanta 

,. know abou'. Scapin oont.s.e. 'h~t h. stole & watch 

•which he waa .uppoaed to d.llv.r to ZerblDatt•• Leamb','. 

bolo".4. Leandr. 11 not coneemad about the watoh, 

so Scapin cont•••e. other wrongs he baa done hi. _."1'. 
•Atter the raw-elation ot ••veral tl'loka bJ' Soapin, Leand.re 

uks him to tell 'What he bas said to h1. ta tbEJr. Sloapin 

•oaD trutbf'ul.17 repl.,. that he has not se.n Leandre'. 

rather aince h1s return. Soapin gets ou.t of the sItuation 

wen Leandre reo.lves word tha.t Zerb1nett•• Leandre'. 

beloved alave, i8 to be taken awa7 by her owuer unle•• 

L~re red.ems 1..",1". As has b.en shown. IAaudr. th.n 

aaks Soapin to get the mODel nec.ssary to Ndeem 4erb1nett. 

(ot. p. 27).-
Soapin 1. comic in mo. t ot bi. ..oapade.. One, 

bowever, 1 s not comic for G.ront~ I Leand.re '. father. 
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Scap1n aeeka revenge trom Geront. tor sett1ng Leandre 

against~. The valet geta bis revenge bJ telling 

•Gellont. tba1; he bas Just learned thet some .en want 

to ld 1.1. aeront.. Geront. 1s rr1ghteaed, and Scap1n 

•Orr...8 to protect hia. Scapin bas Geronte get 1nto a 

a.ak .eN be .....t b. aeen, tben d1.gu.1aing hi. vol co, 

•Soanln pre1;eD4a to be the .en who are lookina for aeronte. 

The vale' "a'a G.ronte in the aack, but when Geronte 

a'iaka- lila head 0.', Soap1n ooap1aina that he has himself 

•1;aken • be.tlag wb11.. proteoUng Geronte. Scapin tells 

•aeront. to 801; ba" into the aack, and once again Scapin 

•beata hia. Oiront., how.Ter, geta out or the .aok thi. 

1;1M. alld 41.ooYor. aoapin who 1"1.... Scapin 18 forgiven 

•b7 Geronte 1 n the la.t lcene ot the plaJ because Soapin 

pr.t.... to be dJ1na. aeronte t.l~a Scap1n. " ••• Je 

te pardonn•• ].a carge que tu aourraa" (Le. Pourberie.- .........................--. 
!! S.apin III, xlil, p. ,16). 

In ~ Comtes•• d'S.carbaseal, Moliere, a. he did 

•In ~ ~P_r_._o_l_eua._8 rldicule., d.plct. an affected person. 

,he pJ"OTlnoial eoUAt.s. D'Esca:rbagnas. The count••• 

1;blak. abe 18 glorious ill her attraet1on. and lovecl bJ' 

all. She imagines that the attentions or Cleante for 

her ['riend. Julie, are direoted toward bersel.1'. The 

two ••rvants ot the oountess, Andree aDd Cr1quet, play 

comic roles which underline the social striving of their 
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mistress. Andree cannot reme,."ber to use the preoleux 

terms wt.ioh her mistress leamed during her brief 

appear9nce at court. Andree 1s instruoted to call the 

countess' lagual8 t but; unacquainted with the t1 tles 

for servants, she calls for Criquet. She attempts to 

correot herael1'~JO 

Laquais dono, et non pas Cr.1quet, Yanez parlera Madame. J. panse qu'll est sourd: Criq•••• 
laqua18, laqua1s. 

Cr1qu.t has been waiting in the street, since the countess 

told him to vai t outside. Criquet oannot remember, as 

the oountess tela him, ". • • DahaN, en tamel d. 

personnel de qUal1te. veut dlre dana l'ant1obambre" 

(~ Comte8s. d'EscarbaiD!8 scene 11, p. $6$). The role 

of both Andre. llnd Crlquet point out once again the 

need for sensible language. 

In Moliere's last play, 1:!. Hal.de imaginalr•• 

Toinette. Argan's maid, plays a oomic role using all 

the devices or oomedJ. In order to avold a scolding, 

she contlmalll interrupti Argan and oomplaina or being 

1n pai. herself. She makes ftUl ot Argan aa he follows 

the remedi.. ot hi B doc tor and apothaoa I7 • ;Xoinet t. 

roughll sturts & pillow behind .his head and then rWla 

)OIbld. , VIII, 56,. (La Comtssse dl~8carbagnas, 
page 8 527-~b2. ) ­
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oN to ••••pe Ma. 8he led. bla, .... 18 bi. baDll, 

Oft • chase around the stage. when Cleante, the aui". 

or Ar~Ant I 4Au@htep. AngeU<lue, 0••• 4l.pt.ecl aa a 

malic-t•••ber, 'folll8tt. &.I'1JU)UUea hi. 1n a 10\14 "oleo. 

A1'"gan a,ka her to ,-peak quietll. wh.reupon '1'01 nett. 

vh1.poP. '0 .ortl,. Utg&n CanDot hear her. Clean'. tell. 

Ar@an that be 1. delighted to aee him r.eling bett.~, 

•but Toiaette tella Cl.antel 

11 marobe, dort, mange, et bolt comme lea autre,. 
mai•••la n t empeohe pas quill loit tort malade (~ 
Malade l!!g1.na.1re II, 11, p. 341). 

'toinetit_ uaea a di,guiae to llake tun ot her master further. 

She announces an 1 tinerant doOMIt to A.... theD qu1ok1,J 

~08. ott ,tRg_ and returna tl1.gu!88d .a a dootor. Atter 

gre.ting Argan, she tells hi. that aha muat give a me...._ 

1;e he r valet. She leR"es but retUI'IUI 11!Wledlatel'1 al!' 

Tolnett., pretending she heard Al'"gan 8ell haP. Ihe 

retul'fttl once more as a doeto1"' and dlagnoaes Argan" 

malady as a lung diseas8, recommend! ~ that he 9st well 

in orde1"' to OGre 1 t. APgan 1. further advised that 

one o~ hIs am. should be out oft and one of his ey•• 

should be out out, in order, 'l'otnette tella him, that 

the others be better. As has been shown, Argan does 

not overcome hi. bJ'ponchondria. but he does agree to 

become his own doctor (cf. p. 29).-
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Many sel'"V"'nt('; in Mol1ere's "lays have a comlc 

role which accentuates the '.faults of manklnd wh1ch Moliere 

dept cted; end, or course, the cornie l"Ole fulfills Mollere' 8 

purpose or amusing his audience. The servant. are no't 

the only comic characters In Moliere's pla7s, but 1t 

i8 eAsIer to laugh at the r~llts ot a ~~ster when his 

Aervant plays a comic role. The com1c roles or Moliere'. 

servR.nts bring forth laUghter 1n the present day &s they 

did in Moliere's time. 



--

ettA '"'!'T"R \' T 

CONC1,USIOlS 

The pu:rpose of this study haa been to exa;ll1ne 

the role of servants in Moliere's plays. Moliere used 
p 

servants to mirror thei r masters or ot:'(-}r characters 

1 n actions or ideas. Th1. s m1 rroring allowed Moliere 

greater freedom in depicting the faults or mankind, 

since the faults of servants were more ea8i11 accepted 

by an audience than those of their masters. The 

mlrrorlng was not always done to depiot taults, however. 

At times servants m1:rrored their masters and mistress.s 

in love. otten when the master and mistress broke down 

the barriers to their marriage, the maid and the valet 

were also matched. Servants served 8S spokesmen for 

their Masters and helped devise means of achieving their 

masters' desires. In order to prevent a marriage planned 

by a father, servants were able, beoause or their freedom 

of movement, to speak with all parties involved. Servant. 

helped oarry out the intrigues which MOllere 80 orten 
~ ~;i, 

used. The neoessity of the intrigues pointed out the 

faults of mankind, i.e., avarice, hypooricy, or striv1q 

for social,reoognition. Moliere's servants often advi••d 

their Masters. The advice given was almost always good 

advicej servants often expressed Moliere's bon Sen••
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Certainly cne or 'tl'le 11l!'pe!3t roles ~~"""8nt8 ",layed was 

a comic ~le. ~olleret~ ~urpo~e or depicting the faulta 

or men wes co:ryplementel'1 by h1s pU!"1'0~e of amusing hi I 

audience. rhe comic role or servnnts WHB always, of 

course, amusing to his aunt enee, but the cOr'.1c 1tlle 

often underlined so'",:e fro It of mankind N~..1eh Moliere 

~9S depicting. Although the use of se~ant8 is not 

the same todsl as it was in Moliere's time, the faults 

which he depicted remsin unchanged. 

I
,j 

~
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