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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to investigate the sociological
implications of fale in the novels of Ciro Alegrfa. Since 1821, when
General San MartIn declared that henceforth the aborigines would not
be called Indians, that they were children and citizens of Peru, and
that they would be known as Peruvians, there has been a considerable
amount of literature written pertaining to the plight of the Indians of
Peru and in other countries of South America.1

One of the first writers to goncern himself with the problems of
‘the Indians was Manuel Gonzalez Prada. Gonzalez Prada believed that
Peru lost the war with Chile because of lack of concern for the Indians
and a lack of understanding for their reluctance toward progress from
their ancient culture. Gonzalez Prada's essays did not sufficiently
arouse the people, and the exploitation of the Indians continued.2
José Carlos Mariategui, the most serious political thinker in Peru, was
mich influenced by Gonzalez Prada and in the early part of the twentieth
century wrote his essays on Peruvian reality which dealt with the plight
of the Indians and the need for their integration into the Peruvian

society., Mariategui's words went unheeded, and the condition of

lpewis Hanke, South America (New York: D. Van Nostrand Company,
1959), p. 22.

2Tbid., pp. 23-25.
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inequality of the Indian with respect to the other social classes
persisted.3

An ardent admirer of Mariategui was Victor Riul Haya de la Torre,
who was responsible for the inception of the APRA (Alianza Popular
Revolucionaria Americana). The Aprista party advocated solidarity with
all peoples and all oppressed classes which most certainly would have
benefited the Indians.4 Although the APRA's ideas and aspirations
gained momentum through the writings of Iuis Alberto Sanchez and Manuel
Seoane, the party was never able to gain complete control of the govern-
ment and put the ideas into practice.5

It is in this historical perspective that one can observe the
development of Ciro Alegria's novels. Alegria, influenced a great deal
by aprismo, seemed to have incorporated into his novels a very definite

sociological survey of the Indians! perplexing and fatalistic circum=~

stances, As Wade pointed out in his discussion of El mundo es ancho y

ajeno, ". . . it is, plunging more deeply into racial psychology, a

portrait of an entire people. In its consideration of the tragic social

6

situation that confronts Peru, it is a moving social document,"

3Tbid., p. 26.

aWilliam S. Stokes, Latin American Politics (New York: Thomas
Y. Crowell Company, 1959), p. 283.

SHanke, Ope Cit., ps 26

6ciro Alegria, El mundo es zncho y ajeno; edited by Gerald E,
Wade and Walter E. Stiefel, (New York: Appleton-Century=-Crofts, Inc.,
1945), p. xvii,




Wade does not stand alone in his assumption that the social theme
predominates in Alegrfa's novels. The Peruvian critic, Luis Alberto
Sanchez, also obsarved the sociological implications in Alegria's

works., Alberto Sanchez suggested that between 1920 and 1924 the
Peruvian intellect was confronted with a series of events which left

a deep impact on its youthful elements., He further reveals that the
students and workers began to unite and that the Indian became the focal
point of Peruvian writing, The great concern was with social problems,
Verse and prose became weapons in this struggle. From this group of
young men came the best recognized prose writing of the period: a

handful of novels such as La se;gignte de oro, los perros gambpigntqg,

El rundo es ancho y ajeno by Ciro Megrfa.’

Another individual who concurred with Wade and Sanchez in their
belief that there was an element of sociology in Alegrfa's novels was
Alberto Escobar who, speaking of the tremendous number of printings
the novels had received in the Spanish language, suggested that El

rmundo es-ancho ¥ ajeno was an intriguing study in literary sociology.8

It cannot be agreed, however, that Alegrfa's choice of theme
was particularly original, Since 1920, there has been & very strong

trend known generally as the corriente idigenista, or Indianist

7Ciro Alegrfa, The Golden Serpent; translated, and with an
afterword by Harriet de Onls (New fork; The New American Library
of World Literature, Inc., 1963), p. 188,

8 Mberto Escobag "Ciro Alegria's Worlds", Américas, 15:
pp. 7-10, February, 1963. =



movement. Some of the more gifted writers of this period, concerned
with the social problems of the Indians, included Ricardo Giiiraldes of
Argentina, Rdmulo Gallegos of Venzuela, José Eustasio Rivera of Colombia,
and José Linis do Rego and Jorge Amado of Brazil. Their purpose was to
give expression to the reality of their own land and people.9 Even though
Alegrfa's theme is not original, he manages to make a vivid exposure of
the difficulties facing the Peruvian Indian. In addition to exposing
their problems, the novelist incorporates them into the social and

physical environment of his people. It is apparent that his novels are

full of emocidn social.

Alegria's critics all seem to be very much aware of the fact that
his novels are concerned with social aspects. However, as far as this
writer has been able to find from research, there has not been any critic
who specifically involved himself with the sociologlcal implications of
fate in the novels of Ciro Alegria. Only one extensive secondary source

was found in reference to Ciro Alegria and his work.l0

94legria, The Golden Serpent, op. cit., p. 187.

10This particular source was a lengthy thesis entitled Ciro Alegria,
novelista peruano by Patricia Kay Hull. A reply from a letter written to
Dr. lewis Hanke aided in discovering Hull's work. Hull's work, however,
was of a very general nature and proved to be of minor value in the pre-
paration of this thesis. An attempt was made to contact Mr. Alegria by
letter, but a reply was not received. A letter was also written to Pro-
fessor Gerald E. Wade, of the University of Tennessee, and an answer was
received. This answer is included in the appendices of this thesis. Pro-
fessor Wade stated that he had encountered similar difficulties in 1945

when he and Mr. Stiefel wrote an introduction to an edited version of El
mundo es ancho y ajeno.
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In spite of exhaustive research it was this lack of secondary
reference material that impaired the development of the topic more ex-
tensively.

Even though extensive secondary sources were not available, the
writer was able to find a number of reviews and magazine articles which
proved invaluable. Also, the introductions to the novels of Alegria,
translated into English by Harriet de On{s, proved to be of great
assistance in the preparation of this thesis.

It was the lack of material which dealt with the sociological
aspects of Alegrfa's novels that encouraged this writer to interest
himself in the topic of this study. It was felt that one could gain
a more definite appreciation of these sociological problems by using
fate as the center. Fate appears to be the most recurring sociological
implication in Alegrfa‘s novels. Using fate as a nucleus, one is able
to develop a more enlightening viewpoint concerning the remainder of
the social problems of the Indians: poverty, governmental corruption,
superstition, and tradition. These latter problems seem to have a
direct bearing on the fatalistic philosophy of the Indians.

The term fate as used herein signifies that efficacy is thought
to determine one's future. Fate, K is used synonymously with destiny.

As applied to the Indians in the novels, fate denotes that predeter-
mined and inevitable necessity which the Indians believe determines

their success or failure in life. Rosendo Maqui aptly expresses this



opinion of fate in El mundo es ancho y ajeno when he says, "la
11

fatalidad es incontrastable!’,

The definition of sociologiecal implications, as used here, is

limited to those social problems which seem to produce a fatalistic
attitude in the people which results from the force of nature, the
Torce of society, and the force of inner-thoughts, These problems are
poverty, governmental corruption, superstition, and tradition. Poverty
is used to indicate the deprivation of the Indians of the material
aspects of life. Govermmental corruption is used to suggest the defects
in the governmental system of Peru, This corruption tends to destroy
the purity and validity of the true purpose of the government as a
sewent of all the people. Superstition is used to indicate that

the Indians® beliefs are founded on irrational feelings and the
practices inspired by such beliefs, especially fear. Tradition
signifies the Indians' adherence to the knowledge, opinions, doc-
trines, customs and practices of their ancestors, This concept of

tradition is appropriately revealed in El mundo es ancho y ajeno when

Rumi, a village inclined to rely completely on tradition, says to
itself, "El que ha dao guena razdn, hoy debe dar guena razdn mana."12
With the sbove limitations in mind, the succeeding pages will

develop in more detail the concept of the sociological implications of

Heiro Megrfa, El mindo es ancho y ajeno (Santiago de Chile:
Ediciones Ercilla, 19427, P. 3.

12Ibid., p. 11,
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fate in the novels of Ciro Alegria, In order to understand the moti-
vating forces which compelled the author to devote his novels to the
social problems of the Indians, one mast know more of his life; thus
the second chapter deals with the life of Ciro Alegria. The remainder
of the thesis gives specific attention to fate and its sociological
implications, The summary and conclusions endeavor to reiterate the
sociological implications of fate in the life of the Indian.
Suggestions will also be made in the conclusion as to the changes
which musf be made in the Indians'! life in order for the people

to overcome this deep=rooted adherence to fate.



CHAPTER II
THE LIFE OF CIRO ALEGRIA

Ciro Alegria is generally recognized in Latin America as the

outstanding novelist of his generation. It has been said that his
novels will stand as a vision of and a tribute to the courage, endur-
ance, and integrity of his countrymen when the conditions which brought
forth his protest have faded.13 Perhaps Alegria's previous experiences
with the cruelities of life have given him perspective and an a21l-
encompassing vision of his country and its sociological problems.
This perspective is one of the unique features of his works. When
one observes the environmental conditions which surrounded the
novelist in his earlier 1life, it is not difficult to suggest that
he has reasons for dealing with the social plight of the Indians,

Alegrfa was born November &, 1909, in that part of northern

Peru which his La serpiente de oro describes, the district of

Sartimbamba of the province of Huamachuco in the region of the
Marafion River. His father was Jose Alegria Iynch. His mother, a
cousin of his father, was Herminia Bazan Lynch., The family is of
Irish extraction with an admixture of mestizo stock. Ciro was

fortunate in his youth to be reared in the country on his paternal

13 j1egria, The Golden Serpent, op. cits, p. 189.
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grandfather's estate in the province of Huamachuco and at the Hacienda
Quilica, property of his maternal grandfather in the same province.lu
He 1lived in this rural area until he was seven when he was sent to
school in the c¢ity of Trujillo. While on the ranch, Alegria seemed to
have developed a sense of admiration for his paternal grandfather. The
manmer in which his father administered the ranch had a great deal of
influence on the mind of the boy. The novelist mentions this admira-
tion later when he reminisces about his relationship with his father:
gi padre administrsba la gacienda Magcabal, Grange.
con animc justiciero., E1 tenia caracteristicas hispanicas
y esa aptitud para rcbelarse en ideas y hechos que

contrabalancea la aptitud para la opresién que tambien
distingue a la raza,

Megria also spesks highly of his mother, the person from whom he
could listen to words of aliento y fe. When his mother was in a
Trujillo hospital, undergoing surgery in 1926, Alegria showed her
various stories and verses which he had written. He remarked, "Era
la primera persona a quién se las mostraba."lé He was seventeen years

old at this time., He elaborated on her character when he pointed out,

. . _ . . 1
YEn mi madre se combinaban el lirismo irlandés con la ternura nativa." 7

¥iegria, El rundo es ancho y ajesno; edited by Gerald E. Wade
and Walter E. Stiefel, op. cit., p. xi.

15Alegria, Novelas completas; (Madrid: Aguilar, S. A. De
Ediciones, 1959), p. xii.
16

Ibid., p. xiv.

7 4., pe xii.
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Megria obtained his elementary education in Cajabamba and his
secondary training at the Colegio Nacional de San Juan in Trujillo.
During the years of his secondary education he read widely on the
Peruvian authors and began to write himself., A few of these journal=-

istic efforts were published in the Tribuna Sanjuanista, a school

18

paper founded by himself and his fellow=-students, His practical
newspaper experience began in 1926 when he secured a position as
reporter for E1 Norte of Trujillo., El Norte was dominated by the
Apristas, the followsers of the political leader Haya de la Torre,

ter one year of journalistic reporting, Alegrifa decided to embark
upon a completely different career, and he acceplted employment as
assistant foreman on a road-building project and later acted as time-~
keeper in the construction of a bridge., This type of occupation fell
short of his expectations, In 1930 he returned to Trujillo in the
employment of El Norte again., During this time the novelist also
attended the University of Trujillo, but he did not receive his degree
because other interests, especially literature and politics, had begun
to attract his attention. His interest in the former manifested itself
in his poetry and short stories. Since 1925, he has written some fifty
poems and a number of short stories, the first of which was published
in 1928.19

As early as 1924, Alegria had a very mature grasp of the social

1811 egria, El mundo es ancho y ajemo, op. cit., p. X.

19Loc. cit,.
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problems confronting Peru. Early in life his deep concern for the
salvation o his couniry directed him toward the principles of the
Apristas.zo When the Aprista party was formed during the long
dictatorship of Agusto B. Legula, Alegria joined the organization.
His youthfulness was compensated for by his enthusiasm and ability.
Soon he formed part of the Comité Directivo Departamental of this
political organization. Almost immediately there was a general
political persecution of the Anristas. For his part in aiding the
party, the government of Sanchez Cerro and Benavides sentenced
Megrfa to jail in 1931, The Revolution of Trujillo in July of 1931
gave Alegria his liberty, and he used it to aid in the revolution,
The authorities apprehended Alegrfa and sentenced him to prison in
Lima, After one year of prison, Alegria was given his freedom. One
could say that this was when his literary career began. He wrote for

a newspaper of Buenos Aires and La Tribuna, an Aprista newspaper, of

Lima.Zl He was exiled to Chile in 1934 where he remained for seven
years, It was in Chile that all of his novels were written,

In the latter part of 1935, Alegria's first novel, La serpiente
de oro, was awarded first prize by La Editorial Nacimiento.22 This

novel contained an intimate account of the life of the cholos who lived

201 5. cit.

ATbid,, p. xi.

22Ibid., P. xi.
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by the Marafion River. At the end of 1936, Ciro Alegria became afflicted
with tuberculosis and entered a sanatorium. He remained there for two
years, but his convalescence was not a period of idleness. Out of it

came his second novel, Los perros hambrientos., The author confessed

that this novel was based on a tale told to him by his grandmother
Juna.?® It is the story of the similiar destinies of dogs and their

masters, Los perros hambrientos won second prize in a contest sponsored

by La Editorial Zig-Zag.zu Alegriats third novel was El mundo es ancho

Y ajeno., It was an expansion of an episode deleted from Los perros
hambriertos before the work was published, In a contest held under the
auspices of the Pan American Union, the publishing company of Farrar and

Rinehart, and Red Book magazine, El mundo es ancho y ajeno was considered

the best of all the novels entered in the competition.25

Since 1941 Alegria has written articles for a number of
magazines, has written Spanish dialogue for American-made motion
pictures, and has taken an active part in World War II by assisting
the coordinator of Inter—American Affairs and the Office of War

Information.26 In 1948 he disassociated himself from the Aprista

ZBAlegr{a, Novelas completas, op. cit., p. xv.

24Harriet de Onis, The Golden Land, {New York; Alfred A, Knopf
Company, 1948), p. 253.

2oLoc. cit.

26Alegr{a, El rundo es ancho y ajeno; edited by Gerald E. Wade

and Walter E. Stiefel, op. cit., p. xii.
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party. His position was set forth in declarations and published

articles in the Diario de Nueva York.

He commented that:
ko es tiempo de inhibirse &ste en que vivimos y es

obvio que, sin situarme, ''por encima de la contienda" y

tratando de librar el buen combate contra todo lo que

mo parece injusto, mi punto de vists dialéctico esta

relacionado con la liberacion integral del hombre antes

Ggue con ningunisimo circunstancial.
From 1949 to 1953 he remained in the University of Puerto Rico teaching
Spanish=American literature and contemporary problem courses. In 1953
he went to live in Havana, Cuba., His life is engrossed in literature
and journalism. In December, 1957, Alegria visited Peru, His liter-
ature had found its way into the people's hearts, and upon his return

23

they gave him a warm reception,
Except for the three novels Alegria has written, his literary
production has not added substantially to his international prestige.
These novels, however, so sufficiently came to grips with the problems
of the rural Indians and cholos that they have earned Alegria his
reputation, Most of the novelists before Alegria had concerned them=
selves only with Lima, It can be said that Alegria added to the

emergence of the backlands and the provinces on the literary scene.29

27K egrfa, Las novelas comoletas, op. cit., p. xvi.
2BTbid., p. xviii.

29Alegria, La serpiente de oro, (Lima: Ediciones Nuevo Mundo,
1960), p. 189,
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As Mr, Jack so ably stated in his review of El mundo es ancho y ajeno,

these are situations which all people can envision because they are
circunstances pertaining to a people's fight for survival.Bo His
ability to personify clearly nis characters and their land evidently
came from his earlier experience as a Journalist,

The lyrical tone in his works reveals the poet who walks hand in
hand with the novelist.31 Indeed, it is easy to draw the conclusion
that not all of Alegria's novels reflect the experiences he encountered
in his younger life. In 1923, because of illness, Alegria returned
from school in Cajabamba. Ko made the acquaintance of Mznuel Baca, one
of the twelve peons who returned with him. Baca related many stories to
the youngster:

Era un gran narrador de cuentos y sucesos, fuera

de ser diestro en cuzlguier faena. Caida la tarde,

frente a2l sol de venados, que es una }aya de sol

naranja que dora las lomas a_la oracion, Manuel

parlaba con voz de conseja.

Alegria's playmates were children of the Indians and cholos.
These Indians and cholos were similar to those depicted in his novels.
From his playmates, servants, and ranchhands, he heard the tales which
he narrated and the songs which he recalled. The novelist speaks of

the influence these people had on him:

De tal vida no me habris olvidado jamas, y tampoco

30peter Monro Jack, "El mundo es ancho y ajeno," The New York
Times Book Review, November 16, 1941, p. 6,

310nis, The Golden Land, op. cit., P. 254.

32Alegria, Jovelas completas, op. cit., pe. xiv,
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de las experiencias que adquirl caminando por los jadeantes
ceminos de la cordillera, de los hechos de dolor que vi,

de las historias que escuché. Mis padres fueron mis

primeros maestros, pero todo el pueblo peruano terminé

por moldearme a su manera, Yy me hizo entender su dolor, su
alegria, sus dones mayores ¥ poco reconocidos de inteligencia
y fortaleza, su capacidad creadora, su constancia,

This feeling of closeness with his people is not a casual one because
they seem to have left = deep impression upon him, He described this:
Mijeres de la raza milenaria me acunaron en sus brazos

¥y ayudaron a andar; con nifios indios jugué de pequeho;

siendo mayor alterné con peonses indios y cholos en las

faenas agrarias y los rodsos. En brazos de una muchacha

triguefa me alborsd el amor como una amanecida quechua,

Y en la Zspera tierra de surcos abiertos bajo mis pies y

retadoras montanNas alzadas a mi frente, aprendi la

afirmativa ley del homvwe andio,
From the information concerning Alegria's life one can ascertain that
he was not an Indian or of Indian descent. Actually his lineage is
from the ranchowners! class in Peru, One writer surmised that Alegria
had betrayed his class, The same writer, however, hastened to add
that the novelist's betrayal of selfish class loyalties was to his
credit.35 A study of the earlier environmental background of the
novelist leaves the implication that he indentified himself more
closely with the poorer class of Peruvian society. It is because of

this identification that Alegria expressed so well, in his novels,

the sociological problems of the Indians.,

3315id., p. xviii.
3L"Loc:. cit.

. 35vBroad and Alien is the World," Nation, CLIII (November, 1943),
Pe 42



CHAPTER III
SOCIOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS OF FATE

This chapter is devoted to a discussion of the three main
catesciies of fate as revealed in the novels of Ciro Megrfa, The
method that is used in connection with this part of the investigation
is a subjective one. The vast portion of the information in this
chapter comes from the author's novels. The writer has simply
organized the material under three main subdivisionss

The most apparent concept, the 'predetermined necessity" of
life, is revealed in the author's description of the inhabitants?!
struggle against la naturaleza, Another opinion of fate is demon-
strated by the Indians' opposition to the landowners., Fate is also
suggested when the author, by placing his characters in certain
situations, implying that the Indians are not only hindered by other

human beings, but that they are also obstructed by an inner conflict.
I. THE FCRCE OF NATURE

Perhaps the most illustrative example of man's encounter with the

force of nature is found in la serpiernte de oro. The men of the Marahion

valleys constantly find themselves pitted against the powerful Maralon
River. The cholos of the valley elevate the river to a position similar
to that of a god. The river personifies the commanding forces of nature

with whicih the Indians have to contend. Their fate rests in the hands
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of the river. Regardless of how much effort is put forth by the men
when they attempt to cross the river on their rafts, the river always
presents an awesome challenge to them., The inhabitants of the valley
are aware ol their plight. They realize that only eternity can deliver
them from their greatest fear of nature, E1l Marafion. Thus, the narrator

in La serpiente de oro points out, 'Ya sabemos de la lucha con el."36

though the river is considered an enery, the Indians have an old song
which indicates that they enjoy the risks they take:
Ric MaraFon, ddjame pasar:

eres cduro y fuerte,

no tienes perdon.

Rio Marafion, tengo que pasar:

ti tienes tus aguas,

yo mi corazdon., (S. p. 12).
The cholos believe deeply that the Marafion represents their destiny as
determined by nature. Yet, perhaps due to their Spanish agressiveness,
they find excitement in attempiing to conquer the river, It appears
that the Indians delight in overcoming what they consider to be the fate
of nature. They do, indeed, force nature to submit to them many times,
but they cannot overcome their belief of the existence of fate, This
seemingly inconsistent theme appears many times in the novels of Ciro
Mlegria. From close observation, however, one is able to conclude that

the author'!s apparent lack of uniformity is not lack of uniformity at

all, but an attempt to convey his philosophy of life to the reader.

36Alegria, La serpiente de oro, ope cite, P. 12. All references
to quotations from La serpiente de oro In the remainder of this chapter
will be listed in the text in parenthesis with designation S. p. number
to indicate work and page number,
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Megria seems to propose that man's fate is difficult and, to a certain
extent, predestined, ike nature man is complex. The author portrays
throuzh his Indian characters that 1lifc is impaired by the exclusion of
arny alternate plan oi 1ife, but he also asserts his belief that 1ife
can triumpa, (S. p. 12).

The Indians know full well that the fate of nature is difficult
to master beczuse, cormpared to the zreatness of nature, man and his
creations are very insignificant:

iBalsa: ¢feble armazdn posada sobre las aguas rugientes
cocmo sobre el peligro misiwo! Ea ella va la vida del hombre

de los valles del Marafion, cue se la jueza como en un

simple tiro a cara o cruz de moneda, (S. p. 14).

twardly, the Indians express doubt that they can overcome what nature
has predstermined for them, bul inwardly they know they mmst gamble with
nature in the hope of defeating her. According to the cholos of the
valley, the river wants to devour men. The waters are greedy and
fierce, (S. pe 36). The Indians becows acutely aware of the
dangerous river when Arturo and Roge meel their tragedy on the night
they are leaving Shicun., Fate overcomes Roge, but Arturo manages to
escape from the peril. The relatives and friends of Arturo suggest
that destiny is the culprit, There is 1o doubt that Roge's time has
elapsed and that nature has granted Arturo an oxtension on his life,
(S. p. 90).

The Marafon is not the only example of man's continuous battle
zzainst nature, To a lesser extent, the topography of the land and its

relationship to the inhabitants plays a fatalastic role in the lives of
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the Indians., 4 vivid description of the jungle and man's endeavors to
conquer it shows the geographical exiremes which these people have to
face, (S, p. 72). The junzle and the landslides are characteristics
of nature which man cannot fight., They know their position concerning
the river, but with the landslides it is different. This point is
stressed by the zuthor when he indicates that there is nothing to be
done to prevent the landslide:

Pero contra los desmontes o hay defensa. ¢Quién

va a dotener un cerro gue cae, ccn unos cuantos maderos

¥ waa pala, por mucho que ellos esten manejados por los

recios vallinos que no saben rendirse? (S. p. 138).
The elforts contrary to this will ol fale terminate, as do most
voluntary exertions, in opposition to fate produced by natural
phenomena. The implication seems to direct attention to the fact that
the natives of the area believe that if nature cannot succeed in subm
jugating them by one method, she will devise a more effective one. A
similar plight caused by Nature becomes, in part, the theme of Los

Derrcs nawbrientos,

The Indians plant their crops with the anticipation that the
rain will come and aid the cultivated plants in growing; however,
Nature again disregards thewm and the rains do not come for some time.37

The drought, like the landslide, is an act of God which humans cannot

37 2ivo Klegria, Los perros nawmbrientos (Santiago: Empresa
Editora Zig-Zag, S.A., 1S44), p. 75. Ail references to quotations
fronm Los perros hambrientos in the remainder of this chapter will be
listed in the text in pareathesis with designation P, p. number to
indicate work and page number,
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surmount., As a consequence, the people become frustrated and find
themselves seeking gratification in activities, which in ordinary times
would have been considered violations of their moral law, The actions
of Nature, the drcught, have motivated the people to see walue in the
concept of the survival of the fittest. They are sble to observe how
wall the rich are living even during the drought; and in their own minds
they know that the wealthy people subscribed longz ago to the theory of
ragged individualism, To the Indian this suggests that the wealthy
believe that one can omit the moral aspects of being interested in his
fellow man and can sirive to become a success regardless of whom one
has to offend. Ths weak can be eliminated without any damage to society.
The Indians, therefore, begin to activate their feelings by implemen=—

ting this theory., The dogs in Los perros hambrientos begin to pilfer

sheep from the more prosperous landowners, This type of behavior is
condored by the Indians because the dogs mast hawe food to live., They
have confidence in the fact that the risks involved should be of no
concern, The results of the opisodes do indicate that the dogs!
precarious actions should have been considered. 4 few of the dogs are
killed by the landowners because of the plundering which has occurred.
The masters of the dogs in some instances have to suffer the consequences
of the actions performed by their dogs. Nevertheless, the primary
concern is food and not danger. (P. pe 79).

Even though there are exposures to the changes of destruction by

natural phenomena for the Indians, Alegrfa never fails to insert his
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philosophy that a smzll amount of hope is always present; thus the fate

-

of Nature is rescinded and the rains come. In El murde es ancho y ajeno

the author also implies that one rmst never completiely render his
aspirations hopeless. This is implied by the thoughts of Rosendo Maqui
when he sugrests that perhaps the next gensration will be more prosperous.
The majority of his constituents, however, do not acknowledze this
somewhat optimistic attitude. Indeed, they prepose the hypothesis that
it is better to think mnegatively than to suffer a deception or dis-
appointment. (P. p. 29).

The Irdians' admission that nature is the formidable and tangible
force which origzirnates the vexation in their lives is revealed, to a

rinor degree, in El rundo ¢s ancho ¥ ajeno. Death occurs as an exemp-—

lification of natural fate, It is discussed as an inevitable outcome of
life over which man has no control, This conceplt is expressed by Rosendo
N s L -’ o e

Maqul as his wife is dying. ";Por qué pobre? Ya llegd a viejita y era

. . . s . . 38 .
tiempo que muriera. Un cristiano no puede durar siempre o o M In
the final analysis “"Dias van, dfas vienen. . .," and nature is not to
be interfered with in her chosen course of action. Rosendo's wife
xnows che is dying and likewise she is of the opinion that medicines

are useless against the predetermined fate of naturs,

Rosendo, having an inward tendency to accept any event as an act

28 @ .

““Alegriz, El mundo es &,cha ¥ ajeno, op. cit., p. 7. A1l
references to quot tions from E1 rmndo es ancho X'QTCHO in the
revzinder of this chapter will be iisted in the text in parenthesis

with designation ¥, p. number to indicate work and page number,
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of fate, is not surprised when his wife dies, That very morning, during
his walk, he has encountered a black snake and has interpreted this

meeting as an i1l omen. de explains his feelings by his words concerning

Alo

the appearance of tha snake:

Aprovechzrée para asustar a ese cristiano., Pero es
verdad tambien qus la condicidn del hoiore es esperanzarse.
Acaso Unicamente la culebra sentencid: 4Lhi va un cristiano
desprevenido que no quiere ver la desgracia proxima y voy
a anmunciarsela, Seguramente era esto lo cierto, ya que no
la pudo encontrar, La fatalidad es incontrastable,

(¥. p. 3).
This encounter between man and serpent is unavoidable and is, therefore,
regarded as an act of fate,

In Los perros harbrientos, Antuca's contemplations while she is

tendinz to the sheep during the time of famine graphically interprets
the Indians' viewpoint on natural fate:
Y con el sentimiento pantéista de su ancestro indio
entendid que las oscuras y poderosas fuerzas de la
naturaleza se habfan puesto contra el animal y el
holnbre. (P. pO 133).

To the Indians, fate as a product of Nature was inescapable.
II. THE FORCE OF SOCIETY

Most readers of Alegria?s novels are in agreement that Nature is
not the only agent that creates the unfortunate events which prevent
the Indians from achdeving to their fullest capacity. Fale, as related
to Nature, is sometimes insignificant in the eyes of the Indians when
corpared to the fails involved in the inter-relations of the Indians

with tie rest of society. They assume that fate is also at the root of
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their inability to win in contests entered into with the more socially
acceptable people of the area, The Indians are in a constant dispute
with the landowners. This engagement seems to represent the strained
relations among men in general, The people of the villages are always
the defeated contestants in the skirmishes with the landowmers;
therefore, they ars prcne to believe that fate is against them and on
the side of injustice. To the villagers simplicity seems to be
synonymous with justice, and the greed of the landowners represents
injustice. The fact that the Indians cannot get justice from landowners
seeus to suggest that they are going to remain, "siempre en el mismo
sitic, clavada en una ruda arista del destino." (S. p. 85).

It cannot be maintained that f{ate, per se, is the only direct
cause of the Indians! problems., Indirectly, however, it plays an
important role in the people's inability to reach a desired settlement
with the more wealthy people. F:te is an easy escape for the Indians,
Each incident invelving contact with the landowners results in defeat
for the Indians, and each defeat is blamed on fate,

When the Indians attempt to subdue the large landowners by legal
nesns, they are unsuccessful., Don Alvaro, the landowner in El rundo es

ancho y ajeno, achieves his objective and gains control of the village

of Rumi , This occurrence simply serves as a symbol to the Indians that
fate is opposed to their wishes, They feel that all of the channels
of legality have been employed in their case, but the court rules in

favor of Don Alvaro. It is their misfortune to lose., (M. p. 266).
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A parallel situation evolves in Lz serpicate de oro. Arturo and

Rozo umake an excursion to the nearby town of Shicun to enjoy themselves.,
Waile they are in towm, they come into contact with two guards who
insist upon seeing the cholos'! draft cards (the inspection of draft
cards was a common policy for the government because the Indians often
woere negleciful aboul carrying their cards and this was an effective
excuse to arrest them)., The cholos present their cards, but the guards
are not satisfied and become insolerit, The officers of the govermment
continue to harass the two young men, but they remain silent. The two
boys decide that if the gusrds are not aroused they can leave and
continue as before, The two cholos have been subjected to the old
adage which stresses the idea that if one is confronted with a problem,
it should be ignored and it will go away. (S. p. 29). But it is not
their destiny that the problem should cease. Instead the guards provoke
them into a fight and the Indians have to leave town to prevent being
arrested. This pacifistic attitude of the Indians also prevails in the

mind of Guieso, the dogz in Los perros hambrientos, when he is tied to the

boat afier having been witih the bandits for a considerable period of
time. "Parsclia que vivir en la torturante cautividad de la soga era su
destino.” (P, p. 56). The dog, like Arturo snd Roge, feels that he
rust submit to this indignity rather than fight for his freedom., It is
his fate to live in torture; and if he gives in, perhaps the bandits
will becorme bored with him and give him his liberty.

Excther vivid illustration of the belief that man has a prede-

termined destiny in relation to others of society is brought into focus
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when Rosendo Maqui is impwisoned by the landowners, During his
imprisomment, a prisoner relates to Maqui the story depicting how
his wife and parents are killed by the srallpox and his house is
ourned by the ranchers. The prisoner’s explanation for the misfortunes
is fate. He conciudes that, "El corazdn que quiere, suele esperanzarse
a ciegas." (M. p. 327). t is very apparent to all the Indians in the
novels that their luck is ail adverse. The inhabitants of the comrmnity

in El rundo es ancho ¥ ajeno realize their misfortunes when the land-

owiners win the court czse, Tae pecple ofi the commnity have been
forced to move to alien envircnments, such as the Jungle, in order %o
find work in the rubber fields. The migrants soon discover that their
new domiciles also produce hardships. Agusto Magui's experience with
the cruelty of the plantation owners shows that 1life outside the village

is no better than life within, The characlters in Los parros hambrientos

continue to strive with the problems of hunger, drought, and poverty.

Those in La serpiente de oro are forced to endure the perpetual nuisance

of nature in the form of the Marafion.

The Indians have developed a very abhorrent attitude toward the
more prosperous because they have been overruled in all of their dealings
with them. From their subjugated state, the Indians have learned that
"ese era un mando ce piedra que solo permanecia a condicidn de ser
piedra." (M. p. 266). It seems that all of their just actions are in
vain, Tke Indians have certainly suffered a great deal, and Alegria

nakes this more explicit wkon he uses their songs to tell of their
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predicanment:
Lz contagiosa la tremante congoja de estos cantos que
wvicula el cclo* desde las entrailas de una raza safrida

v pacicnte, victina do una sesvidubre despiadedz y de la
corcillerz cbrupta e immisericorde, antos que son hijos
- - . - . -
dgl heaabre ¥ ¢l latigo, de ia roca y la fiera, de la nieve
v la niebla, de la soledad y del viento. (S. p. 69).
The sorrow expressed in these songs indicate the trovbled minds and

souls of the Indians. The songs are the result of a long-suffering

race,

ITI. THE FORCE OF INNZR=-THOUGETS

In addition to nature and society, the Iandians! belief in fate
soxetimes stems from the fact that fgtalistic attitudes are preseat in
thelr own minds through inherited ideas and lack of education. Thus,
the third iumpression of fate is revealed. The following aspects will
not only describs the Incdians' turmoil within their own minds, but also
serve to throw lizht on the causes behind their fatalistic beliefs in
rozard to poveriy, corrupt government and law, superstition, and
acdherence to tradition.

The characters in Alegria's novels endure indigency throughout
their lives, It is because of this poverty which they suffer that they
seek, and scmelimes find, simple solulions to their problems., They do

-

not realize how complex life is, To the wmesbers of the Indian coromin-

b}

ities, the sprouting of the crops gives them the satisfaction of livingz,

his doseristion is provided:



ampesinos cad 2 a%o, la satisfaceidn de vivir. Son la
223n de su ex15yenc1a. T a fuer de howbrss mdos v
cneillos, las huellas de sus pacos ho se producen de
tro modo cue alinedndose en surcos immumerables. ¢Quéd
m2s? Eso es todo. La vida consique ser buena si es
fecunda. (P. pe. 109).
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Yith this type of existence, it is extreuely difficult for the Indians

R

to develop wealth. They are apathetic toward the more materizl things
of life. Tt is much easier to raticnalize that fate is in opposition
to them rather than actually cowingz to zrips with the realization that

thoir lack of wealth, in part, caases them to be subdued by the more

wealthy pecple. The characters in El rmndo es aznche ¥y zjero cannot

realize fully that one of the reazons they are losing the land is be-
czuse they do not have the influential powers which wealth brings. As
Fiero Vasguez points out, they are dealing with people who ettach rmch
validity te the philesophy, “Que se frieguen los pobres si son zonzos',
(¥ pe 410).

The peasants have not had the opportunities to see or to use the
variots advantages which wezlth brings to their enemies, As a conse-
quence, the Indians tend to accept passively their destiitute lives,
Lack of wezlth ic an asset to the poor vecause they are slways on the
gide of right, und converssly the affliuent are proponents of the wrong
way of life, If poverty leads the Indians into a situstion which ends
in misfortune for them, fate is given the blame, as is exerplified by

the court case in El mundo es ancho y ajenc, They do nol venture upon

a more elfective manner to achieve o betler mode of living, Instead,

tacy find an escape from reality through the media of songs, liquor, and
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women, This escape, the narrator in.La serpiente de oro points out,

produces in the people a sense of well=being. (S. p. 110). At these
festive gatherings the people discuss their plight and ponder the
quecstion as to why, since they are poor and just, fate is taking its
toll among them. Their fate is overtaking them.

The people who live in the commmnities are subjected to many
injustices from the outside world because of their poverty. For
example, the lawyer, Bismark Rulz, after taking their money, assures
the Indians that the community will remain in their possession. They
are unaware that Ruiz is also being paid by Don Alvaro. (M. p. 79).
The magician who sells merchandise to the people erects his superior
diplomacy over the Indians by persuading them that he is their friend.
They do not discover until it is too late that in reality the magician
has a very apathetic feeling toward the community. His objective is
to obtain money, hut the people feel that anyone who appears so
sympatinetic toward the poor rust be honest and trustworthy, so they
confide in him. They find out later that the magician is receiving
nonetary rewards from Don Alvaro for information which he is procuring
concerning the community. Don Alvaro is in a position to reward the
magician more handsomely than are the villagers, but in general this
thought doss not enter the minds of the Indians. They believe that the
unfortunste resulis azre a product of fate,

The case involvirz Fiero Vasquesz's mother is another indication

of the sullerings encured by the poor siuply because they are poor. His
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mother is very destitute. Yet her neighoor, a wealthy rancher, allows
his bull to graze on her pasture and refuses to pay Fiero's mother the
adequate grazing fee. Sns cannot find vengzance against the rancher
because she is poor and cannot afford to seck recourse through legal
mezns, She simply has to accept this problem. In the words of Fiero,

her fate is negra. (f. p. 118).

The people finally realize that the disappointments they tolerate
by relinouishing their righits to tieir land are due in a large part to a
lack of wealih. Instead of reacting with violence or any sort of re-
sistance, the Indians will simply accept the plight. When events becoma
unbearzble they will chew the coca leaves to lessen their feeling. For
as they say, “"La coca es buena para el hambre, para la sed, para la
fatiga, para el calor, para el frio, para la alegria, para todo es
buena." (M. p. 239). A few of the citizens of the communities leave
the community in order to find a more conducive environment in which to
reside, but their efforts are wasted. Everywhere they go the situation
iz the same. They becowe so deeply indebted to the landowners that they
are forced to continue with the merial labor to pay the owner. Where
ever they go their poverty follows, Thse Indians, however, always
attribute their condition to fate.

Aiadeo ITlas' wife's experience with the plantation owners convince
her that the poor will always be handicapped by their poverty. (M. p.
299). Alegria himself observes at one point that the rich are always

rich, and Tor =21l its weight noney never comes down. (M. p. 147)
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It is highly improbable that the peasants can ever achieve the status
the landowners hold., This indicates the fatalisiic attitude of the
poople. IS one is born poor then he will of necessity remzin poor.
It is predcstined from birth, It is very true taat the Indians have
been poveriy-stricken for generations and generations. "De generacidn
en goneracidn, de padres a hijos, a lo largo del tiempo los pastores
heredaban la obligaciodn, la miseria, el latigo, la inacabable deuda."
(. p. 107).

The Indians heve suffered poverly for generaticns and generations,
but they have clso suffered from oprressions administered by the govern-
ment for as many generations. The fatalistic philosophy toward poverty,
to a certain extent, is a result of their being exploited by the govern-
ment.

The Indians are not represented adequately in the government, and
as a result thsy are not permitied to take advantage of the benefits
which the governient cifers. The system in Peru st this time resembles
the feudal system of tiac midcie ages. The affairs of state are manip-
ulated by the elite, and the elite eraclt only those laws which will be
beneficiagl to them. The Indisns are the serfs, and the wealthy land-
ourers are the lords, The Indizns are provided for only to the extent

nzt one will have cared for his property. This is the care which the

cholos in Los perrcs harbrientos receive from Don Cipriano when they are

unger. Alezria gives an explanation of the situation which prevails:

[N
-
i

byt

Pertencela a esa clas ceniores feudales que supervive
en la sierra ccl Peru y tiens para sus siervos, segun su
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propia expresion, “en una mano la miel y en otra la hiel,

cs doeir, la comida y el litigo. Ese era el momento de la

miel. (P. p. 115).
re landowners not only have control of the goverrment, but they are
very inequitable in the distribution of the powers of government., The
cormiptness of the government causes the Indians to be fatalistic and
To have an zpathetic attitude toward political matters. The chclos are
isolated Irom the world of politicians, liention was made of only one
politician who comes to the village of Ruai to secure the votes of the
Indians. e has promised to release the Indians from their lowly state.
They vote for him, bul he loses the eliection and goes away to Lima,
Nothing more is heard from him because all %the Indians know of Lima is
that the penitentiary is located there.

The political situation has rot always been in this deplorable
state. According to Alegria the people used to have a complete life,
full of happiness. In the times of the Incas there was nothing but

communities and then the concept of lutiftndiszo (the name given to

the concept waercby one individuzl owns vast amounts ol rural property)
began to develop. The lairge landowaners use the Indians as slaves, The
peasants are cocerced inic stbmitiing to the ranchers? will., "“Entonces
los pobres—-proques asl comenzd a haber pobres en este mundo." (M. p. 17).
The government's partiality in their selective service program is
indicalive of the debauched condition of the government, Arturo and

Rogs's conversation with the guards in La serpiente de oro illuminates

ct

he bias on the part of the selecltive service when it comes to drafting
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soldicrs, It seems that the officisls will always attempt to enlist the

Indizrs first. The

UJ

are situation is mardfested in los perros
wrbrientos, when Mateo is inducted into the army.

2vent thougzh thoe people know they ars being consicdered for the
dralt in a non-objective mannoer, they persist in their belief that the
good‘of their countyy is of primary concerii, They abide by the govern-
ment's will with simple Laitl I is uausuel to find a people so much
oppressed yet so nationzlistie, Actuaily, the Indiuns are insensitive
to the problems of the countxy, val ey are very patriotic toward her.
The Indians are unawars of the causes of wars and the justification for

Diem. Waen Alegria mentions the war between Chile and Peru, he says

the Indizns belleve Chile was

[0

ren, (M. pe 24 Daring the Civil Var
of the ezrly 1500's, which to the Indians is the war between the Reds

o)

and the blues, sach side used the villasges for camps for no raason the

Todians could see.39

The inequitable tax structure smployed by the government is
indisputable evidence of the corrupt practices. The taxes are levied
orn such items of necessity zs salt, coca, matches, corn liquor and
brown sugar. These are food producis wnich the Indisans bought in grest
geantities., The lwmry itews arse not used to any great extent by the
Indians, bat are purchesed mainly by the wealthy people. There is very
little tax on cuch items, thus the taxes are burdensome to the Indians

ttle significance to the monied aristocrats., The officials

39

-/ .
lgw Yool Timcs, Novembexs 10, 19%2, Po 3o
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in Liz: a.so inaugurate a poll-tax law by which the Indians have to
pay a poil-tax, No gach rocuirement is made of the upper class,

There arz other cases which attese to unfair practices by the
governmiont toward the Tudian., The goveriment erbariks upon a program of
orice-fixing agreeneris with certcin businesses in the country. The law
is enforced for the benefits of the "white nobilityM. The one statute
which could have aided the Indians, the law of primary ecucation, is not
enforced, The poor peoople of the cownnrities strive to establish a
sehool, tut when they a@ply to the proper authorities in order to obtain
the recessary provision hedir request is delayed indefinitely, In
orcer to sseure an instrucltor they are obliged to pay rmch more than the
cormmnity can aflord, To teach the igrorast Indians will not be an
easy tesk., (il p. 19).

R -~

It is not surprising that the Icdians
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adecguzte place in soclely when one considers their handicaps. Each
Time proposals are made for improvements in the laws, the person who
picposes the changes 1s silenced, On one occasion zn idealistic and
energetic lezislator nleads wita the law-umaldnz body to pass laws which
will establich & minicmm wage end cbolish compulsory lazbor. He is
rastraired in his efforts. Another politicicn cxpresses concern for
the Indiens, but he is silenced peruanenily. Pajuelo, The other

polritician, puts b
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s feslings irto words before he is killed by an
assassin:
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has been characteristic of alzost 22l administrations in Pera.

Acgrie points out that Peru hes been fortunate enouch to have only
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Gr thrso 3ho have talal and Wio are ponvinsly concerncd Zor the

sle?s welfure., On the other hand, there exdists 2 long list of

presicdents who are not irntcreste
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in the pecple. (M. p. 84),

The rmling elite have sbused the Indlans so greatly that the

re beginaing to consgider themselves of less worth than Ios

crientes, They imply that fate iz ot fault., Affter various

rters with the injustice of the zoverrnment, the Indians begin to
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Irdizns in EL mundo 2s zncho ¥y ajeno truly believe that there is

ity before the law znd that justice is administersd properly. Tnils

feeling contimues until Jacinlto Pristo, the blacksmith and only witness

Il

Tor the commuanity, receives a jail sentence for supportinz the comminity's
rights, Jacintec reczches the conclusion that perhaps the govermment of
Pera s not for the Indian after all, but for the landowners, The point
is more vividly presented to him when he wrote to the gevernor complain-

ing gbout tie unjust manner in which he is arrested, Jacinto has great
)

faith in the governor, knowing that wihen he reads the letter, he will

see to it that Jaciate weceives his fresdeun. The governor, con the
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o dacinto scying that he has placed the problex in
the hands of the appropriate zuthorities, This neans that Jacinto is

no belter off than before, He remains in prison,
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a other examples of the corrupiness in the government
exribited through its ireflieiency, Don Osvaldo, the ergineer in lLa

seroicute de oro, insinuates that hie obtained a lucrative position with

the goverrwent as a comxissioner of a roud which does not exist, His
{riend also has accepited such a Jobe The incompeternce of the goverrment

(v

is also sugzested in 1os neiros hiibrientos, Don Fernin, the subper-

Tegtc, comes to thwe village in search of subversives., It is very
b)

rasial for hinm to make such an eppearacce at this particular scason
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hzs been receiving a certain amount of

criticis. from the public, thal e i1s not doing his duty. He is forced

Lo do scumetling spectaculor in order to convey the impression that his
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duties arec being exccuted., The olficial cnooses a2 few cholos and
arrests them as sebvorsives. (P, pe 8%)., Tha cholos are innoccent,

ut he has pleazsed his public. The bandits, Celedonios, find themselves
in & simdlar precicaxent whon the officials need a scapegoal for a crime
that has been committed, The law enforcement agency tries Lo appre.zn

the Celedonios, but tiey Zuil, The Celedonics brothers, demonsirating

thelir sirong ties to the princry group, fighl together and escope the

ara of the law, They cbsasrve thet the worid is zzainst them, but “dos
contra 12 deszracia szon o uro“ (2. 2 757,

Zocause ihe governing officiils are inclined to seek prestige

Py

rather than perform well al thelr Suties, thore i1s a great amouat of

wasie in the govermment. In 21 xunis @s ziacho ¥ :jeno, the natlion's

officers are to use the most expensive paper even though thers are
rangsy people. The paper wust bo used to catisfy the sacred domain of
the law, The zuthor declares that, on this paper, parc of the tragedy

of Perd has been written; cone of her history has been written by guns
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o Do 173)e Concern for foruzality and disregard for the
law characierizes the system of law in Peru at this time., The law is
thers, but the unjust uvse of it by the avthorities make it a mockery.
Perheps the outlaw ¢l the Marznon adecuately irlerprets the maxner in
vhich the 12w 1s enferced when he 1s zceounting for the Time he had

kilied a lieutenant in selfi-deienss, The authorities nave azecused him

o marder and have beon in warsuit of him since the event took place,

woident had occurred between two poor Indians,
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the law would have been spcthetic toward it, but he has an entanglement
with o "gentleman", Tho unsywpathetic government has crected in the
bardit a negative atliitude towsrd life, o bolieves that he has never
bad oy luck. (. pe 172). The inequiitable crforcement of the law is

sacim in the murdor of Pajuelo, tihe 2o

@

ticier, Ke is murdered during

nis goneech supporting the Indian causd, znd the govermment immcdiately
. _— . - e - N . S ke .2 -

accuse the Indiens ol killiny hiwm bult %y did not. Julian's exper-

- A o PRI FR I S - P he ] Sy )
the law in 7 w2 horlbriertos resermbles those of the

d a2 thief; but he is not a

.

one, Jrom then on he is

These situations illustrate the wnhealthy relationship which
exists between the L..disns and the government., The aristocracy demands
sbsolute homage Iyou the Indians, There is a strong cenxtral gover:iment
cperated by inelficient ard corrupt adwmlirdstrators, This concept of
governuent is cdlametrically ovpossd Lo that ol the vilisgers., They are
ol tre view that a government is vest which governs least, The Indians
themselves operate thelr coizminal systen on this latter principle. The
Irdians who are in positions of sathority very seldom exerciss that
suthority,

The Irdians havs zscribed the causes of thelr plight to fate

becaese thoy beliove That they have exhausted all avenues of escape,

they becoxe discatisfied with thelr let, it is suggested that they

g ES oa .
mead pemg o f &
vO

el oo arolher crez, However, the few who do migrate presented
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cnzible proof that moving is rol the solution, They discover that the

L’l

world iz not thelrs. The only uwniverse that azpreciates them is the
world of the coumtiitye Thes larser segment of sociely consider the

LSRN S L S s ARCHNN, S S 1 JL . . K 1
Inéieone misfits, as 3rpliiod Trom this corwversation vhich tokes nlace
1 i S

ER ) - A T Y LY
betwoer: Don Dsovaldo and the landowners:
by . PR, “on o tmn S hn i
Creome CU& ¢ Un Hizelr dara ri. X

~ -
o e . e o o .
sor tzato, cue &) cncueniso con un S8 ¢

=" K 3
1o g ¢ 5) 2 ZEC0O,
o vaTo. me hecs el efesto d 4o wevelecion. ST
JELOF A AEN A O Tic &Ccs € SO g Ulig TeVeLICliOon, ~

i saFer Gon Osvalde...si, i scfiore..

5, don Juer, Doos cholos de Colena
s tes, wero no hiblen sino de lo cuyo. Uno jamﬁs
rod»¥a convercar wano o mano con ellos: 1o nos enteunder-

¥
b
3

-y [3 [~
0o e o ¢ \de ° J‘J/).
FEn Tea 32 ARV N ) oAt W, -
IT the Indians canrot seek roluge othicr parts, waat then are they

goinz to de? Pajuelo has enccouragzed the people to overthrow the ruiing
elite, but this wiil nolt be an easy tosk because the govermnent rnot only
has control of the law crd its enforcescnt, but it also dominates

mportance in the

‘L
country, The largest of these nouspesers 17 for maintaining the status
Quoe
lendowners the pericdicals will explain the situaticn in a manner which
will be fZettering to the government, The other newspapsr, becauss of

its sugpert of the Indlen causs, is tersed radical and receives very

] ' LV k) TTam D s g sy - T - T y P s -
Because Tho Indians canmot cblain a viclory through the legal

I | . B D : e - . N . 3
cnrrnele, ond cecouses they cannot secure a representztive who will

gq
(O]
'Jc
L#1
!—f.
£3
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H-

exzocss wLeir will, and because of lity to rally public
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changed from their earlier forms of goverrnment, As she points out,

instead of the vguitable Justico of thelr ancestors waen exch commanity
is 2 1ink in the chain of auvthorily sxtending 1o the throre of the
(3 (&)

e T a3 cdn mrs e B Y oad cam momared  Aao
Trea Trom walch EVII/ONG S duties and »igats cre SCIVEW, Wio

cQ

overn=

[ N U R o B - L S R 2 EX K - ~ Vs
ot Las nainvained itsell only fto interfere with their way of life,

My et Ya . -~ .y -~ - g
i) & hoavily and are comscrip

PR -,
PP ST V26D,

3

., O JOUE. R A S 3
bed for wilitary scrvice

[8

ufuirly. The ruling elite lock uwpon the Indians as the villains
anc The oppressors oo the heross, VWaen the Indians attexmpt to rebel,
they ave captured and ircated imicuardy. (S. pe 185).

Tre author, roalizing full well thalt the plight of his people is
aluost insurrountable, insists that there is space for a small amount
of lLope. He scams to cling to the Jaith that someday they will unite

-

; - L L« .
theaigelves and form a true naulon.q e does, however, seem to belicve

Y - .

adians have been

At ANE o & T ERN N P iy e .
thal thisc idea iz somevhal remote becaus

o
o
t._

@)

oproessed for centuries and have atiribvuted their serils to fate,

~

It is their Tate to be oppressed by the governing todye

Thers is vo mich ecororic incgualitly and social conflicet between
the Indiaas and the raling elites tiat o satisfuctory solulion doess
not seem foasible, The cifficulty is thot thae oligarehies, wrich
control tho govermmonl of Pera also coxtiols education, and they are

0ot interasted in ralsinzg the culitural level of the Indiane The

Trdians necd an education in ordsr to becous knowledgesble in the area

norehs Versus Facts®, Hation, 170; 226-229, March 11, 1960.
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of politics, bul the goveruient refusces to educate the Indizns because
the avthorities are afvaid of educaled savares. They cannot participate

. 2,

intellizently in polities until they becomes cdueated, and they cannot

lfl

ooctain ar education because the feudaiistic systum will not ulliow it,.

o

The plizht scems to the Indians to bo & vicious cirele with fale as

P R

1TSS LLUCLTAS,

IT is not only poveriy and corzepl government Waolch procuced a

fotalistie attitude in the minds of the Indians., Superstition also
nlays o significant role in developing tue vicwseint held by the

38, NC . I R A + . s 43 s
Tudians, A typiezl examnle ol tholr wdrerence o superstition is

LR, R S ™ e [ - K] SR SO . P .
implied dn Z1 rundo es ancho ¥ alcno whea the villag rs are concerned

4

zoout finding the wmost annropristc locaticn for the villoge of Rumi,
The majority of the pecple decide to construact the village in the

valiley. Thae zinority agree that it chould be built on the high

icys but Saint Isidore,

de )

gyound, Constiruction is begun in the

G
<
{3
}.l

the scint vhom they worshlp, tranciers nimself to the hill each night,
sftor the third cccurrcnce of tnis wirazealocus event, the people are

convinced tha

. 2 e T - ~mde Ear P U NP, 1
¢ Saint Isidore wonits his noepie Lo resi

3]

b

< - - P e - 2= -n S g - o+
geling thalt thelr seint will curely paadisa thom if hdis wiches are not

Lo

F X L5 T o LN - 2 na o m 27 %2 )
Telfilled, the pocple locate on the high area, They bwild their homes

A PR SO ~ P T R
iftsr & consideratle lepce of tixe,

the velley, The villagers believe

-Ta ae . PN R 1 - NI, S TR S o o Y. . " . -
that the slatie has rexoved hiceelf f-ox the hill becouss he is ancrs

PRI T S T B S e ; i cmy T A
WIUO Thel, & LS DUV COLL] el L5 & TeLaLV

» the villazers also move
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to the valley. The people do

haps the moving of

fate, (M. p. 24).

o - R N I I Tom .., SRS A T - 3
The fnelinaticn of the Indions tovard ouperstitious beliefls is
S o4 > [V . P L N S . o2 T2 G B A LEE ) - A
inferred from their falih in the obiiity ¢l Lo witeh, lasia Suro.
P St - o B T B L) e - -~
pecople, ae witelh con tell the Talture by reading
o T L\ PR S SR S e gy e
CoC LSava o, NACSLRG C it LCConies
S BN ~ [ I SR A -
tro landewnor. She consulis the coca
TRALcng im mares e trial 2nd fiads
LOCLLAS T Teglis G bO VR c Tia o LLLCGS

B T - T - s ..--« ke L - 4 = g - <3
douot that the atyts lawyer, 2lsomerik Xuac, has given them valid
PP 5 1 1 RO 3 e I - W - oY Ten +1a
corurance Thwt the conanrdty Wisl NG case, e Pe &+j. 1In the

=

evil spell cu Don Alvare, the

A - -
L43 .\_.\)ru;C‘.

Naona Suro only propaecies wnal psople hepe

- D, oy he -y T L
iunorent tendencles to accept

e, ERE B e A PP 4 P A PO BT P o s A o Sy -
superstitious phicromernon Will convinece thonm that her supernatural
T [ PR AL S R F . PR I3 - IS -~

powers are woriny of their beliel. Jo o rezulvy, most of the

| SRR NESE . S A . . RS o

nLYS SXeaAT Llatiia 1un wife aad \...;.Q‘.; ter of Don

AN papo B L T P R T N N T R SR PR S e Y P ma VY e, 2 -
HLVET0, LD LURLWE 0L CAlAT LUl **‘u-‘-“o il TLElY e, pollieve in Tag
ey = P B | Fse LI I - % .
powers of the waltch. Ty saauc Over the
CooTwWa H . PR A P s4, 21 EY . ) e

a oy o sacn onc'ls Tooa LGNZS & Cacills WolTa 1U5S I00TsS Lowarda toe

sicanikts

e ~ . P R SR I PR . .3 L i Lo ..
JUZAAN Coctuy and & cxarat's —aw arc surrnosed ©o be excellent 1o warn

oll witcheraft, (. o. 192,



Oune rmast asiig

o . omy - . Y © ot -~ % -

vhad wne Indlans bolieve in the witeh's powers
NN o LS = ‘.-\- -, ~ - -~ -

0. Tasy arc not eduecled enouzh to deduce that hexr

S R B
coczuse they want

AP s LN JR N S em PR, S mny .
cy oelicvve wacl she 1o zuporhuzion.  Ths

- - S — - N P L g = p—— v spe T f
coa be as strong as the rancacr 1f thsy will develop uore seif-conli-

el s 2 eme e~ ot o Moy :dr,x«m, ';"~~»t fr"-e t usc Nep eoim = as
QonC, A0 LU lJi0 DAOSCINLIOG U aw 0G0 [VYets4 AV percs o - Hd olia

21 PR - p A+ + - e o o ey T T8 e e oLy, 2. ] S T4 o2 .
its agent on earth to warn tne Iodlane ol thelir destiny. It ic true
v e . - Fal s B
that & cmall nd > bollc heraft also, bul
Y R B .. - N
VLZIoAnaLely Al S "v’.l.u.‘-" OLlllv,e
A A e 2 b s £ - ~ - .o 7 R U LR P )
inother instunece of thc witch's suonosedly superhuman capabilitie
K RS YRR N | I ) e e h At - U S s 32 a0t am e T 43
i3 indicated when she adidnisters Zor hezling nedicine. £ the reinbow

sevo into the bodies of the peonlice, they become ill. Hasha gives then

o ball ol wool of seven colors to unravel, and they soon gebt well agien.

() L AN R IR, . i 3 S S T i, R -~ 2 . Lo vat 3 - -,
The Inciwns bought wabtor in vwhich stecl is temperesa as a tendice, Since

(t‘
O’
Q

thoy believe in something as far-fetched as this, it is a simplse matter
to convince then thaltl waraveling wool will cure the sickness incurred

A P
iom Ll@ DELAOU o

O U . S raa. R 5. &% . em ol
generation to gonsraticn. Adan notices, sfter wiringing a dovels asck,

W, T a)

that wien the dove dies z blue fiy escuipes Irouw under the wing of the

2, (YA e DT men smeead o am L. I o < - I h . -
dove, Adin's fathier sxuploinc o ths boy that all of the doves carry 2

o v o e i % e TR wmeaer e e mp e GV sinn PR PO T jo
Dy under thelr winzs to woryn taca of derzer, I tie fly beccmes ecarc-

- -t Ty v emet -, - b e 2 -, . N PR .2 La, M S - -
less, the hunter will carpeisce the dove and kill nim. That is way people
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Sey wo & person wWao sots careless, Yee te dusrmo 1la mosca, home'' (S,
A o, PRYRS - A2 am oy oo L] Py . L 3

Pe 25,0 The young Inciun accuplis tals explanation and in Turn will

e

1.2
\.OuV\..J "L T.O LS \.u-a.u...u{..

Tais tonloney Lo a a belicl Ifounded on irravicnal feelirngs
srovents tiie Inmddans from wsing progmatic coluvions in solvingz tacir
cossanitics? pooblems, Tals sitoa pressacs iteell when the people
ol ciize that itxe zad does rnot

oilur gucep areiange Zor tho overllow of Leke Yaunanahui,
The soaultion te the problem 1s simplo. They necd to decpon the
drzinaze ditshe AL onc time, however, o wmayor with progressive ideas
Jonts to doepen the ditch; bul tas pecple sazgest that the spyirit of
the ia tho form of 2 black, LZalry woran wearing o wrezth of

Tt ™ T mn
aelC 0L A QNANANW

2 - b
S e e e A A
Q\prcﬁluug PP OFN
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the irhabitents of the region bloae or. f.te, (U, »e. 252).
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Sourney to mike ond will zecd nocsisurent. Zuo addition, wrap the

P T bords 43 ol aealed ™
CCACs Od arnd their heads in sheepsiin,  Thae

PR s A
D...ua.....u (VRS

ied with o rope. Tuas rops is to keep

ok

7 .t'_“

g e

cne woul feow escopling Jron the imprisczcd body to wander over the
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ety 1 ternent. The soul et lewve by the head, thus the sheepckin
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is not pulled over theoly I? is also explained

v
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celioved thut the soul
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The Indians do ot accont the mere civilized wvorsion of religion

- . [N A

. - T B T T e T Sh I SR, - - P BN . P24
oxpouanded by the whiite man becsuze they have not received any benefits

-, . 1 ~ PP UL B RN - ~ ] $
fron it. They Laged larzely on superstition.

Poriaops thero 15 o vory basic reacon Wiy the 20T GO LOT rogeive
conefits foom the soelally cecevnted Zorm of religion., The trestment
taoy roceivo fronm the chvrdh treote the dark wan with apathy s i1mplied
fron the aciions of cormioats de ors.  The priect

¢ Wao are not finsneially

N e - Fa e T - KIS Tmn - At
cole Lo pay nis foc. Too Indicns, I oxdsy o Do admiv

not enouzh. Iven when
the neor can afford visitations with the priest, he often times is so
conce

A 5. = . ~ FR SN JVCR ] O S A | Fa] B e
oncerned with his v welfare that he will not toke time to sexrve

%
&r..v.uq

SIS |
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The Doc
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rees hin to loave lown., Siudlar clrcunstances prevails in
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L
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coeurt batile writh the laidowmer, The priest decl
ho cormobt wssist thew becouse the landowrer 1s a paying member of

nis church slco, and it will not be appropriate for him to aid the

.
sam TS S nen

roligion add o 1t thelr ownr superstitious interpretations, Simon Robles!

2, implies that he believes deeply

in San Lotonioe wecousu of an experience he once had with the saint. The

oeers before the priest o

r

ares

nosc who Lo suoscribs to ot lcast a portion of the more civilized
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Toe dntroduciion o the ed tion of pi €3 ancho ¥y 23eln
wos wricten two decodes ago and al that time vwe had crouble finding
Libli 0gr ohy for Ciro Alegric. ioteriol wublisicd in noewspapers and
TeZaZ ines of Spaaisi smerica nad te be Zeit out of account.

T have not had occasion to follow Alegria .ince then, but it
is wy teniacive understending that he wrote 1itile, Socme ons told
me that he k in Pexu in pol _:Lt._bo Unless you huve done S0
alreacly, ;» writc the Peruviua ibesgy in Veshdnzion for It
prosont addruss, If you get it, you coul_d wite nhiwm, he was cordial
and helpiul when we approached hiu during taoe maldng of cur edition.

I am sorry I cunrol nelp mor

Very Zincerely Yours,
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