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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this study is to investigate the sociological 

implications of fc.te in the novels of Ciro .Alegrta. Since 1821, when 

General San Mart1':n declared that henceforth the aborigines would not 

be called Indians, that they were children and citizens of Peru, and 

that they would be known as Peruvians, there has been a considerable 

amount of 11terature written pertaining to the plight of the Indians of 

Peru and in other countries of South America.1 

On~ ot th~ f'irat writers to QQnCQ:m him~elf' with the prablem~ af' 

. the Indians was Manuel GonzSlez Prada. GonzSlez Prada believed that 

Peru lost the war with Chile because of lack of concern for the Indians 

and a lack of understanding for their reluctance toward progress from 

their ancient culture. GonzSlez Prada I s essays did not sufficiently 

arouse the people, and the exploitation of the Indians continued. 2 

Jose Carlos Mariategui, the most serious political thinker in Peru, was 

much influenced by GonzSlez Prada and in the early part of the twentieth 

century wrote his essays on Peruvian reality which dealt with the plight 

of the Indians and the need for their integration into the Peruvian 

society. Mariategui I s words went unheeded, and the condition of 

lLewis Hanke, South America (New York: D. Van Nostrand Company, 
1959), p. 22. 

2Ibid., pp. 23-25. 



2 

inequality of the Indian with respect to the other social classes 

persisted.; 

An ardent admirer of Mariategui was Victor Raul liaya de la Torre, 

'Who was responsible for the inception of the APRA (Alianza Popular 

Revolucionaria Americana). The Aprista party advocated solidarity with 

all peoples and all oppressed classes which most certainly would have 

4benefited the Indians. Although the :APRA's ideas and aspirations 

gained momentum through the writings of LUis Alberto Sanchez and Manuel 

Seoane, the party was never able to gain complete control of the govern­

ment and put the ideas into practice. 5 

It is in this historical perspective that one can observe the 

development of Ciro Alegrta's novels. Alegr1':a, infiuenced a great deal 

by aprismo, seemed to have incorporated into his novels a very definite 

sociological survey of the Indians' perplexing and fatalistic circum­

stances. As Wade pointed out in his discussion of g mundo ~ ancho Z. 

ajeno, tI••• it is, plunging more deeply into racial psychology, a 

portrait of an entire people. In its consideration of the tragic social 

6situation that confronts Peru, it is a moving social document. tl 

;Ibid., p. 26.
 

4william S. Stokes, Latin American Politics (New York: Thomas
 
Y. Crowell Comp~, 1959), p. 28;• 

.5Hanke, .2£,. cit., p. 26. 

6Ciro Alegrta, g mundo ~ ~cho 1.. ajeno; edited by Gerald E. 
W~de and Walter E. Stiefel, (New York: Appleton-Centur,y-Crofts, Inc., 
1945), p. xvii. 
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Wade does not stand alone in his assumption that the social theme 

predominates in Alegna's novels. The Peruvian critic, Luis Alberto 

Sanchez t also observed the sociological implications in Alegna' s 

works. Alberto Sanchez suggested that between 1920 and 1924 the 

Peruvian intellect was confronted with a series of events 'Which left 

a deep impact on its youthful elements. He further reveals that the 

students and workers began to unite and that the Indian became the focal 

point of Peruvian writing~ The great concern was with social problems. 

Verse and prose became weapons in this struggle. From this group of 

young men came the best recognized prose writing of the period: a 

handful of novels such as 1!. ser.e~;~~te ~ o~. M>~ 2~rr.os. aem'2I"iin~,?~. 

El mundo ~ ancho Z. a.jeno by Ciro Alegria.7 

Another individual who concurred with Wade and Sanchez in their 

belief that there was an element of sociology in Alegria's novels was 

Alberto Escobar who, speaking of the tremendous number of printings 

the novels had received in the Spanish language, suggested that El 

8
nnmdo ~. ancho 1. ajeno was an intriguing study in literar-.f sociology.

It cannot be agreed, however, that Alegna 1 s choice of theme 

was particularly original. Since 1920, there has been a very strong 

trend known generally as the corriente idigenista, or Indianist 

7Ciro Alegna, The Golden Serpent; translated, and with an
 
afterword by Harriet de Oms (New York; The New American Library
 
of World 1iteratnre, Inc., 1963), p. 188.
 

8Alberto EscobaJ;" "eiro Alegna 1 s Worlds!'~· Americas, 15: 
pp. 7-10, February, 196). 
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movement. Some of the more gifted writers of this period, concerned 

with the social problems of the Indians, included Ricardo Guiraldes of 

Argentina, Romulo Gallegos of Venzuela, Jose Eustasio Rivera of Colombia, 

and Jose Linls do Rego and Jorge Amado of Brazil. Their purpose was to 

give expression to the reality of their own land and people.9 Even though 

Alegrla's theme is not original, he manages to make a vivid exposure of 

the difficulties facing the Peruvian Indian. In addition to exposing 

their problems, the novelist incorporates them into the social and 

physical environment of his people. It is apparent that his novels are 

full of emocion social. 

Alegrla1s critics all seem to be very much aware of the fact that 

his novels are concerned with social aspects. However, as far as this 

writer has been able to find from research, there has not been any critic 

who specifically involved himself with the sociological implications of 

~ in the novels of Ciro Alegrla. Only one extensive secondary source 

was found in reference to Giro Alegrla and his work. 10 

9Alegrla, The Golden Serpent, £E. cit., p. 187. 

lOThis particular source was a lengthy thesis entitled Giro Alegrla, 
novelista peruano by Patricia Kay Hull. A reply from a letter written to 
Dr. Lewis Hanke aided in discovering Hull's work. Hull's work, however, 
was of a very general nature and proved to be of minor value in the pre­
paration of this thesis. An attempt was made to contact y~. Alegrla by 
letter, but a reply was not received. A letter was also written to Pro­
fessor Gerald E. Wade, of the University of Tennessee, and an answer was 
received. This answer is included in the appendices of this thesis. Pro­
fessor Wade stated that he had encountered similar difficulties in 1945 
when he and y~. Stiefel wrote an introduction to an edited version of El 
mundo ~ ancho ;r ajeno. 
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In spite of exhaustive research it was this lack of secondary 

reference material that impaired the development of the topic more ex­

tensively. 

Even though extensive secondary sources were not available, the 

writer was able to find a number of reviews and magazine articles which 

proved invaluable. Also, the introductions to the novels of Alegria, 

translated into English by Harriet de Onis, proved to be of great 

assistance in the preparation of this thesis. 

It was the lack of material which dealt with the sociological 

aspects of Alegr!a 1 s novels that encouraged this writer to interest 

himself in the topic of this study. It was felt that one could gain 

a more definite appreciation of these sociological problems by using 

~ as the center. ~ appears to be the most recurring sociological 

implication in Alegrials novels. Using fate as a nucleus, one is able 

to develop a more enlightening viewpoint concerning the remainder of 

the social problems of the Indians: poverty, governmental corruption, 

superstition, and tradition. These latter problems seem to have a 

direct bearing on the fatalistic philosophy of the Indians. 

The term fate as used herein signifies that efficacy is thought 

to determine one's future. Fate ,is used s,ynonymously with destiny. 

As applied to the Indians in the novels, fate denotes that predeter­

mined and inevitable necessity which the Indians believe determines 
,

their success or failure in life. Rosendo MaqUL aptly expresses this 
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opinion of fate in El mundo ~ ancho I ajeno when he says, lila 

11
fatalidad es incontrastable ll • 

The definition of sociological implications, as used here, is 

limited to those social problems which seem to produce a fatalistic 

attitude in the people which results from the force of nature, the 

force of society, and the force of inner-thoughts. These problems are 

poverty, governmental corruption, superstition, and tradition. Poverty 

is used to indicate the deprivation of the Indians of the material 

aspects of life. Governmental corruption is used to suggest the defects 

in th~ govermnental system of' Peru. This corruption tends to destroy 

the pUrity and validity of the true purpose of the government as a 

§e¥Vartt 6£ all the people. Supe?stitiofi is used to indicate that 

the Indians' beliefs are founded on irrational feeling:? and the 

practices inspired by such beliefs, especially fear. Tradition 

signifies the Indians' adherence to the knowledge, opinions, doc­

trines, customs and practices of their ancestors. This concept of 

tradition is appropriately revealed in El mundo ~ ancho 1. ajeno when 

Rumi, a village inclined to rely completely on tradition, says to 

. I 1 ~ '* 12
~tself, 'E que ha dao guena razon, hoy debe dar guena razon mana. II 

With the above limitations in mind, the succeeding pages will 

develop in more detail the concept of the sociological implications of 

llCiro Alegria, El MUndo ~ ancho I !Jene (Santiago de Chile: 
Ediciones Ercilla, 1942)7 p. 3. 

l2rbid., p. 11. 
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fate in the novels of Ciro Alegna. In order to lmderstand the moti­

vating forces which compelled the author to devote his novels to the 

social problems of the Indians, one mtlst know more of his life; thus 

the second chapter deals with the life of Ciro Alegna. The remainder 

of the thesis gives specific attention to ~ and its sociological 

implications. The summary and conclusions endeavor to reiterate the 

sociological implications of fate in the life of the Indian. 

Suggestions will also be made in the conclusion as to the changes 

which must be made in the Indians' life in order for the people 

to overcome this deep-rooted adherence to ~. 



I 
I 
1 
j 
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CHAPTER II 

THE LIFE OF CIRO ALEGR1A 

Ciro Alegna is generally recognized in Latin America as the 

outstanding novelist of his generation. It has been said that his 

novels will stand as a vision of and a tribute to the courage, endur­

ance, and integrity of hi s countrymen when the conditions vfuich brought 

13 ,
forth his protest have faded. Perhaps Alagna's previous experiences 

with the cru.elities of life have given him perspective and an all­

oncompassing vision of his country and its sociological problems. 

This perspective is one of the unique features of his works. When 

one observes the environmental conditions which surrounded the 

novelist in his earlier life, it is not difficult to suggest that 

he has reasons for dealing with the social plight of the Indians. 

Alegna Was born November 4, 1909, in that part of northern 

Peru. which his 1! serpiente ~ .2!2. describes, the district of 

Sartimbamba of the province of Huamachuco in the region of the 

Ma.ranon River. His father was Jose Alegna ~ch. His mother, a 

cousin of his father, was Herminia Bazan Lynch. The family is of 

Irish extraction with an admixture of mestizo stock. Ciro was 

fortunate in his youth to be reared in the country on his paternal 

13Alegna, The Golden Serpent, .2.E,. cit., p. 189. 
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grandfather's estate in the province of Huamachuco and at the Hacienda 

QUilica, property of his luaternal grandfather in the same province.14 

He lived in this ~~ral aroa until he was seven ~hen he was sent to 

school in the city of Tr-ujillo. While on the ranch, Alegna seemed to 

have developed a sense of admiration for his paternal grandfather. The 

manner in which his father administered the ranch had a great deal of 

influence on the mind of the coy. The novelist mentions this admira­

tion later when he reminisces about his relationship with his father: 

}u padre aili~~~straba la hacienda Marcabal, Grande, 
con animo justiciero. El tenia ca~acter!sticas hispanicas 
y esa aptitud para rebelarse en ideas y hechos que 
contrabalancea la aptitud para la opresion que tamblen 
distingue a la raza. 15 

Alegrta also speaks highly of his mother, the person from whom he 

could listen to iolords of aliento Z fee When his mother was in a 

Trujillo hospital, undergoing surger,y in 1926, Alegr!a showed her 

various stories and verses which he had written. He remarked, ''Era 

la primera persona a qUien se las mostraba. 1I16 He was seventeen years 

old at this time. He elaborated on her character when he pointed out, 

l'En mi madre se combinaban el lirismo irlandes con la ternura nativa. 1I17 

14Alegda, El mundo ~ :mcho 1.. aj'3no; edited by Gerald E. Wade
 
and Walter E. Stiefel, Z2.. cit., p. xi.
 

15Alegna, Novelas co:npletas; (Madrid: Aoouilar, S. A. De 
Ediciones, 1959), p. xii. 

16Th "d " -!-., p. XlV.
 

17Ib "d ""
 -!-., p. XJ..~. 
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Alegrta obtained his elementary education in Cajabamba and his 

secondary training at the Colegio Nacional de San Juan in Trujillo. 

Dur-lng the years of his secondary education he read widely on the 

Peruvian authors and began to write himself. A few of these journal­

istic efforts were published in the Tribuna Sanjuanista, a school 

paper founded by himself and his fellow-students. 18 His practical 

newspaper experience began in 1926 when he secured a position as 

reporter for El Norte of Trujillo. El Norte was dominated by the 

Apristas, the followers of the political leader Haya de la Torre. 

After one year of journalistic reporting, Alegrta decided to embark 

upon a completely different career, and he accepted employment as 

assistant foreman on a road-building project and later acted as time­

keeper in the construction of a bridge. This type of occupation fell 

short of his expectations. In 1930 he returned to Trujillo in the 

employment of El Norte again. During this time the novelist also 

attended the University of Trujillo, but he did not receive his degree 

because other interests, especi~ literature and politics, had begun 

to attract his attention. His interest in the former mani'fested itself 

in his poetry and short stories. Since 1925, he has written some fifty 

poems and a number of short stories, the first of which was published 

19
in 1928.

As early as 1924, Alegrta had a very mature grasp of the social 

l8Alegna. El mundo es ancho if. ajeno, op. cit., p. x. 
1912.£. cit. 
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problems confronting Peru. Early in life his deep concern for the 

salvation of his country directed him toward the principles of the 

Apristas. 20 When the Aprista party was formed during the long 

dictatorship of Aoo-usto B. Leguia, Alegna joined the organization. 

His youthfulness was compensated for by his enthusiasm and ability. 

Soon he formed part of the Comite Directivo Departamental of this 

political organization. Almost immediately there was a general 

political persecution of the Apristas. For his part in aiding the 

party, the government of Sanchez Cerro and Benavides sentenced 

Alegria to jail in 1931. The Revolution Qf Trujillo in July of 1931 

gave Alegria his liberty, and he used it to aid in the revolution. 

The authorities apprehended Alegna and sentenced him to prison ih 

Lima. After one year of prison, Alegna was given his freedom. One 

could say that this was when his literary career began. He wrote for 

a newspaper of Buenos Aires and ~ Tribuna, an Aprista newspaper, of 

21Lima. He was exiled to Chile in 1934 where he remained for seven 

years. It was in Chile that all of his novels were written. 

In the latter part of 1935. Alegn<1's first novel, La serpiente 

~ 2.!2., was awarded first prize by La Editorial Nacimiento. 22 This 

novel contained an intimate account of the life of the cholos who lived 

20Loc• cit.

2lIbid•• p. xi.
 

~id., p. xi.
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by the Marmon River. At the end of 1936, Ciro Alegria became afflicted 

with tuberculosis and entered a sanatorium. He re~~ined there for two 

years, but his convalescence was not a period of idleness. Out of it 

came his second novel, Los perros hambrientos. The author confessed 

that this novel was based on a tale told to him by his grandmother 

Juna. 23 It is the story of the similiar destinies of dogs and their 

I
'~ 

masters. l:.9.2. perros ha.'1lbrientos won second prize in a contest sponsored 

24
by La Editorial Zig_Zag. Alegna I s third novel was El mundo ~ ancho 

~ 

1.. ajeno. It was an expansion of an episode deleted from Los perros 

hambrientos before the work was published. In a contest held under the 

auspices of the Pan American Union, the publishing company of Farrar and 

Rinehart, a..'1d ~ Book magazine, El mundo ~ ancho y.. a.ieno was considered 

the best of all the novels entered in the competition. 25 

Since 1941 lJLegria has written articles for a number of 

magazines, has written Spanish dialogue for American-made motion 

pictures, and has taken an active part in World War II by assisting 

the coordinator of Inter-American Affairs and the Office of War 

26
Infomation. In 1948 he disassociated himself from the Aprista 

23,.1.egna, Novelas completas, £2. cit., p. xv. 

24Harriet de Oms, The Golden b!E4, (New York; Alfred A. Knopf 
Company, 1948), p. 253. 

251oc. cit. 

26Alegria, El r:rondo ~ ancho 1.. aj ano; edited by Gerald E. Wade 
and Walter E. Stiefel, 2P,. cit., p. xii. 
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party. His' position was set forth in declarations and published 

articles in the Diario de Nueva York. 

He commented that: 

No es tiempo de inhibirse este en que vivirr.os y es 
obvio que, sin situar.me, IIpor encima de la contienda" y 
tratando de librar el buen co~bate contra todo 10 que 
me parsce injusto, ru punto de vista dialectico esta 
relacionado con la liberacion integral del hombre antes 
que con ningmUsimo circunstancial. 27 

From 1949 to 1953 he remained in the University of Puerto Rico teaching 

Sp~Jish-Amarican literature and contempora~ problem courses. In 1953 

he went to live in Havana, Cuba. His life is engrossed in literature 

and journali sm. In December, 1957, .ilegcla vi51ted Peru. Hi s liter­

ature had found its way into the people I s hearts, and upon his return 

they gave h.im a warm reception. 23 

Except for the three novels Alegrra has written, hi s literary 

production has not added substantially to his international prestige. 

These novels, however, so sufficiently came to grips with the problems 

of the rural Indians anci cholos that they have earned Alegna his 

reputation. Most of the novelists before Alegna had concerned them­

selves only with Lima. It can be said that Alegr:fa added to the 

emergence of the backlands and the provinces on the literary scene. 29 

27Alegcla, ~ novelas comuletas, .2£,- ill., p. xvi. 

28Ibid ... 
~., p. ~~~. 

29Alegr:fa, La serpiente de~, (Lima.: Ediciones Nuevo Mundo, 
1960), p. 189. 
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As Mr. Jack so ably stated in his review of El mundo ~ ancho ;r ajeno, 

these are situations which all people can envision because they are 

circ~~stances pert~ining to a people's fight for survival. 30 His 

ability to personify clearly his characters ~~d their land evidently 

came from his earlier experience as a journalist. 

The lyrical tone in his works reveals the poet who walks hand in 
l 

31 

Ihand with the novelist. Indeed, it is easy to draw the conclusion 

that not all of Alegna's novels reflect the experiences he encountered 
'1 

in his younger life. In 1923, because of illness, Alegna returned 

from SC:100: in Cajaballlba. lie made tho acquaintance of l'fanuel Baca, one 

of the twelve peons who returned with him. Baca related many stories to 

the youngster: 

Era un gr~~ narrador de cuentos y sucesos, fuera
 
de ser diestro en cu~lquier faena. Carda la tarde,
 
frente al sol de venados, que as una laya de sol
 
naranja que dora las lomas a la oracion, Manuel
 
parlaba con voz de conseja. 32
 

Alegr:la's playmates were children of the Indians and cholos. 

These Indians and cholos were similar to those depicted in his novels. 

From his playmates, servants, and ranchhands, he heard the tales which 

he narrated and the songs which he recalled. The novelist speaks of 

the influence these people had on him: 

De tal vida no me habri ... olvidado jamas, y tampoco 

30peter Monro Jack, IfEl mundo es ancho y ajeno,1f The New York 
TirJes Book Revie~-1, November 16, 1941, p. 6. - - ­

31onis, ~ Golden ~, .2E.. cit., p. 254. 

32Alegria, :'!ovelas completas, £E.. cit., p. xiv. 
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de las experiencias que adquiri caminando por los jadeantes 
czrninos de 1a cordillera, de los hechos de dolor que vi, 
de las historias que escuche. lias padres fueron mis 
primeros maestros, pero todo e1 pueblo peruano termino 
par ma1dearme a su manera~ y me hizo entender su dolor, su 
alegria, sus dones mayores y poco raconocidos de inte1igencia 
y fortaleza, su capacid~d creadora, su constancia. 33 

This feeling of closeness with his people is not a casual one because 

they seem to have left a deep impression upon him. He described this: 

Mujeres de 1a raza mi1enaria me acunaron en sus brazos 
y ayudaron a andar; con ninos indios jugue de pequeno; 
siendo tr~yor alterne con peones indios y cho10s en las 
faenas agrarias y los rodeos. En brazos de una muchacha 
triguena me alboreo e1 amor como una au~ecida quechua. 
Y en 12, aspera tierra de surcos abiertos bajo mis pies y 
retadoras mont.:o.nas a1zadas a mi 54ente, aprendi 1a 
afirmativa ley del homb~a &ndio. 

From the information concerning Alegna' s life one can ascertain that 

he was not an Indian or of Indian descent. Actually his lineage is 

from the r~~chowners' class in Peru. Ona writer surmised that Alegria 

had betrayed his class. The same writer, however, hastened to add 

that the novelist's betrayal of selfish class loyalties was to his 

credit. 35 A study of the earlier environmental background of the 

novelist leaves the implication that he indentified himself more 

closely with the poorer class of Per'llvian society. It is because of 

this identification that Alegna expressed so well, in his novels, 

the sociological problems of the Indians. 

33r~id., p. xviii.
 

3~oc. cit.
 

35"Broad and Alien is the World," Nation, eLIII (November, 1943),
 
p. 42. 

I 



CHAPTER III 

SOCIOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS OF FATE 

This chapter is devoted to a discussion of the three main 

cate:~vdes of ~ as revealed in the novels of Ciro .Alegria. The 

method that is used in con..'1ection -.nth this part of the investigation 
~ 

is a subjective one. The vast portion of the information in this 

chapter comes from the author's novels. The wri. ter has simply 1 
organized the material under three main subdivision~. 

The n;.ost apparent concept, the flpredetermined necessity" of 

life. is revealed in the author's description of the inhabitants l 

struggle against la naturaleza. Another opinion of fate is demon­- -
strated by the Indians' opposition to the landowners. Fate is also 

suggested when the author, by placing his characters in certain 

situations, implying that the Indians are not only hindered by other 

hlman beings, but that they are also obstructed by an inner conflict. 

I. THE FORCE OF NATURE 

Perhaps the most illustrative example of manls encounter with the 

force of nature is found in ~ serpier..te de.£!:2.. The men of the Maranon 

valleys constantly find themselves pitted against the powerful Maranon 

River. The cholos of the valley elevate the river to a position similar 

to that of a god. The river personifies the commanding forces of nature 

w"i t~1 which the Indians have to contend. Their ~ rests in the hands 
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of the river. Regardless of how much effort is put forth by the men 

,.hen they attempt to cross the river on their rafts, the river always 

presents an awesome challenge to them. The inhabitants of the valley 

are aware of their plight. They realize that only eternity can deliver 

them from their greatest fear of nature, El lI..a.ranon. Thus, the narrator 

in La seryiente ~~ points out, 'rya sabemos de la lucha con el. "36 

Although the river is considored an eneIl\Y, the Indians have an old song 
~ 

which indicates that they enjoy the riska they take: 

Rio Maranon p dejame pasar:
 
eres duro y fuerte,
 
no tienes perdon.
 
~ - tRio l1aranon, engo que pasar:
 

tu tienes tus aguas,
 
yo mi corazon. (S. p. 12).
 

The cnolos believe deeply that the Maranon represents their destiny as 

determined by nature. Yet, perhaps due to their Spanish agressiveness, 

they find excitement in attempting to conquer the river. It appears 

that the Indians delight in overcoming what they consider to be the fate 

of nature. They do, indeed, force nature to submit to them many times, 

but they cannot overcome their belief of the existence of fate. This 

seemingly inconsistent theme appears many times in the novels of eiro 

Alegna. From close observation, however, one is able to conclude that 

the author's apparent lack of uniformity is not lack of uniformity at 

all, but an attempt to convey his philosophy of life to the reader. 

36.Alegna, La serpiel-lte do oro, ope cit., p. 12. All references 
to quotatiol'ls from La seryiente de OL'O In tliElremainder of this chapter 
will be listed in the text in parenthesis with designation S. p. number 
to indicate work and page number. 

1 
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Alegria seem5 to propose tt~t man's f~te is difficult and, to a certain 

extent, predestined. Like n=:.ture IT..rol is complex. The author portrays 

through r.is Indian ch~ractors that life is il:lpaired by the exclusion of 

a.rTy altornate plan of life, but he also asserts his belief that life 

can t~umph. (S. p. 12). 

The I::ldians know full well that the fate of nature is difficult 

to master because, compared to the greatness of nature, man and his 

creations are ve~y insignificant: 

iBalsa.: lieble armazo:n posada sobre las aguas rugientes 
cemo ::>obre €II peligro 17d.s;.~o: E:'-l ella va la vida del hombre 
de 10 s -valle s del Hara.~on, c.lie se la juega como en un 
simple tiro a. eara 0 cruz de ~IDneda. (S. p. 14). 

Outwardly, the Indial'lS express doubt that they can overcome what nature 

has predetermined for the~1, but inwardly they lrnow they IJ'!Ust gamble with 

nature in the hope of defeating her. According to the cholos of the 

valley. the l"'lver wants to de'l/ou.~ men. The watc:r-3 a.re greedy and 

fierce. (S. p. 36). The Indians become acutely aware of the 

dangerous river .ihen Arturo and Rage meet their tragedy on the night 

they are leaving Shicun. Fate overcomes Roge, but Arturo manages to 

escape from the peril. The relatives and friends of Arturo suggest 

that destirw is the culpl'it. There is T.O doubt that Roge's time has 

elapsed c.nd that natu);'e has granted Arturo an extension on his life. 

(5. p. 90). , The l{~ranon is not the only exafClple of man's continuous battle 

c:..gainst r~ture. To a lesser extent, the topography of the land and its 

relationship to the inhabitants plays a fatalastic role in the lives of 
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the IndiaJ.1.s. A vivid description of the jungle and man 1 s endeavors to 

conquer it shows the geographical extremes which these people have to 

face. (S. p. 72). The jungle and the landslides are characteristics 

of nature which m~~ c~~ot fight. They know their position concerning 

the river, but with the landslides it is different. This point is 

stressed by the ~utho~ w~en he indicates that there is nothing to be .•
~ 

done to prevent the landslide: ~ 

Pero contra los desmontes r.o hay defensa. l,Quien
 
va a cictener un car::.'o que cae, ccn unos cuantos maderos
 
y u:.1.a pala, 1'01" r.1ucho que ellos esten mar.ejados por los
 
recios vallinos que no saban rendirse? (5. p. 138).
 

The ei'forts contrary to this will of ~ te~nate, as do most 

voluntar'"J exertions, in opposition to fate produced by natural 

phenomena. The implication seems to direct a.ttention to the fact that 

the natives of the area believe that if nature cannot succeed in sub". 

jugating them by one method, she will devise a more effective one. A 

simih.r plight caused by Nature becomes, in part, the theme of Los 

perras hal'n.brientos. 

The Indians plant their crops with the anticipation that the 

rain \Jill come and aid the cultivated plants in grov.."ing; however, 

Nature again disregards thera. and the rains do not come for some time)7 

The drought, like the landslide, is an act of God which humans cannot 

37 eiro Alegria, Los Jer100s hambrientos (Santiago: Empresa 
Eclitora ZiG-Zag, S.A.~ 1944 • p. 75. All references to quotations 
fro:a L6s perras hambrientos in the remainder of this chapter will be 
listed in tr.e text in parenthesis with designation P. p. number to 
indicate work and pagQ r..umber. 

1 
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surmount. As a consequence, the people become frustrated and find 

themselves seeking gratification in activities, which in ordinary times 

would have been consid01~ed violations of their moral law. The a.ctions 

of Nature, the drought, have motivated the people to see value in the 

concept of the survival of the fittest. They are able to observe how 

well the rich are living even during the drought; and in their own minds 

they k110w that the wealthy people subscribed long ago to the theory of 

ragged. individualism. To the Indian this S"u.ggests that the wealthy 

believe that one can omit the moral ~spects of being interested in his 

fellow' Llan and can strive to become a success regardless of vmom. one 

has to offend. The weak: can be eliminated without any da.ma.ge to society. 

The Indians, therefore, begin to activate their feelings by implemen­

ting this theory. The dogs in Los perros hambrientos begin to pilfer 

sheep from the more prosperous landowners. This type of beha.vior is 

condoned by the Indians because the dogs lJIUst have food to live. They 

have confidence in the fact that the risks involved should be of no 

concern. The results of the ~pisodes do indicate that the dogs' 

preca.rious actions should have been considered. A few of the dogs are 

killed by the landowners because of the plundering which ha.s occurred. 

The masters of the dogs in some instances have to suffer the consequences 

of the actions perfol'$led by their dogs. Nevertheless, the primary 

concern is food and not danger. (P. p. 79). 

Even though there are exposures to the changes of destruction by 

n.;.,tural phenomena for the Indians, Alegna never fails to insert his 
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philosop~y that a SInD-ll amount of hope is always present; thus the fate 

of Nature is rescinded ~nd the rains come. In El Mundo ~ ancho ~ ajeho 

the author also implies that one i.~st never co~pletely render his 

aspirations hopeless. This is implied by the thoughts of Rosendo Maqu1: 

when he s~~gests that perhaps the next generation will DO more prosperous. 

Tha majority of his constituents, however, do not ackno'H1edce this 

somcwnat optiLustic attitude. Indeed, they propose the hypothesis that , 
~ 

"
~ 

it is better to thir~ negatively than to suffer a deception or dis­

appointment. (Po p. 29). 

The Ir.diar.s' ackIission that nature is the formidable and tangible 

force Which originates the vex~tion in their lives is revealed, to a 

minor degree, in El y::ur...c.o E.E ancho il. ajeno. Death occurs as an exen:p­

lification of natural fate. It is discussed as an inevitable outcome of 

life over \~ich rr~n has no control. This concept is expressed by Rosendo 

Haqur a~ his wife is dying. IIz-Por que pobre? Ya llego a viejita y era 

38tiempo que muriera. Un cristiano no puede durar siempre . . .11 In 

the final analysis IID1:as van. d!a.s vienen • . ., 11 and nature is not to 

be interfered ~~th in her chosen course of action. Rosendo's wife 

knows she is dying and likm.n.se she is of the opinion that medicines 

are useless against the predcterrr~ned fate of natureo 

Rosendo, having an inward tende~cy to accopt any event as an act 

38 ~~eO'r~ ~ Rl ""'''-d- e'" ~ '" "'''''0 v ,,~a"'o on c'; ... p r:,ry All~ . b .....a.. =-- ~;..:.~ .. J v ....:::.. o..lo;'C,.i. tl- .:, ... ) ...... ,1. ... t ~. ~. t ...... i. 

refer0nces to quotations fr~~ El IT;l~do ~ ancho ~ njeno in the 
re~):.Q.ind.,",r of this chapter will be listed in the text in parenthesi s 
~n.th designation M. p. numoer to indicate work and page numbero 

1 
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of fate, is not surprised 'toJ"hen his wife dies. That very morning, during 

his walk, he has encountered a black snake and has interpreted this 

meeting as an ill omen. :-:Ie explains his feelings by his words concerning 

the appearance of tha s~1ake: 

A?rovech~re p~ra asustar a ese c~istiano. Pero es 
verdad tmnb£en q~a 1a condicion del ho~bre es esperanzarse. 
Acaso Unic~nente 1a culebra sentencio: &~ va un cristiano 
desprevenido que no quiere ver 1a desgracia proxima y voy 
a anUl~ciarse1a. Seguramente era esto 10 cierto, ya que no 
1a pudo encontrar. La fatalidad es incontrastab1e. 
(M. p. 3). 

This encounter between man and ser-pent is unavoidable and is, therefore, 

regarded as an act of fate. 

In 12..2. perros ham.brientos, Antuca's contemplations while she is 

tending to the sheep during the time of famine graphically interprets 

the Indians' vievlpoint on natural fate: 

Y con e1 sentimiento panteista de su ancestro indio' 
entendio

# 

que las oscuras y poderosas fuerzas de 1a 
t 

natura1eza se habian puesto contra e1 animal y e1 
hombre. (P. po 133). 

To the Indians, fate as a product of Nature was inescapable. 

II. TEE FORCE OF SOCIETY 

Most readers of Alegria's novels are in agreement that Nature is 

not the only agent that .::reates the unfortunate events which prevent 

the Indians from act.d.eving to their fullest capacity. ~t as related 

to Nature. is sometimes insigl"...i.ficarlt in the eyes of the Indians when 

cor:nared to the f0.te involved in the inter-relations of the Indians. ­
with t~:e rest of society. They asswne that fate is also at the root of 
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their inabillty to \orin in contests entered into with the more socially 

acceptable people of t;le area. The Indians are in a constant dispute 

'With the landowners. This engagement see~ns to represent the strained 

relations among men in general. The people of the villages are always 

the defeated contesta.'1ts in the skirmishes with the lc.ndoHners; 

therefore, they are pro:1e to balieve that fate is against them and on 

the side of injustice. To the villagers simplicity seems to be 

SYn0nyiJIOUS wi.th justice, and the greed of the landowners represents 

injustice. The fact that the Indians cannot get justice from lando.....ners 

seeLlS to suggest that they are going to remain, "siempre en €II mismo 

sitio, clavada en una ruda arista del destino." (S. p. 85). 

It cannot be maintained that fate, uer se, is the only direct 
-~-

cause of the Indians· problems. Indirectly, however, it plays an 

important role in the people·s inability to reach a desired settlement 

with the more wealthy people. Frs.te is an easy escape for the Indians. 

Each incident involving contact with the landowners results in defeat 

for the Indians, and each defeat is blmr.ed on fate. 

'W:'1en the Indians attempt to subdue the large landowners by legal 

means, they are unsuccessful. Don Alvaro, the landowner in g Il!lL'1do ~ 

ancho y ajel'lO, achieves his objective and gains control of the village 

of Rumi. This occurrence simply serves as a symbol to the Indians that 

fate is opposed to their 't'lishes. They feel that all of the channels 

of legality have bee:-l e:n.ployed in their case, but the court rules in 

favor of Don Alvaro. It is their misfortune to lose. (M. p. 266). 
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A parallel situation evolves in La serpic:~t.e de~. brturo ar.d 

Roge l~e an excursion to the nearby town of ShiCUYL to en~oy themselves. 

\.J'.ule they are in to,m.~ they come into contact with two guards who 

insi st upon seeing the cholo s r draft cards (the inspection of draft 

cards '\-:as a common policy for the govcrnr.~ent because the Indians often 

were neglectful about car~~ng their cards and this was an effective 

excuse to arrest them). The cholos present their cards, but the guards 4 

•
'~ 

are not satisfied and become insolent. The officers of the government 
,,I

conti;'lue to harass the two young men~ but they remain silent. The two 

boys decide that if the gt;.2.rds &.re not aroused they can leave and 

continue as before. The two ch.)los have been subjected to the old 

adage wluich stresses the icea that if one is confronted with a problem, 

it should be ignored and it w-:il1 go away. (S. p. 29). But it is not 

their destiny that the problem should cease. Instead the guards provoke 

them into a fight and the Indians have to leave town to prevent being 

arrested. This pacifistic attitude of the Indians also prevails in the 

mind of Gueso, the dog in Los pe~"'ros ha.'nbrientos, when he is tied to the 

boat after having been with the bandits for a considerable period of 

time. "Parecia que vivir en 1.... tortu:::-ante cautividad de la soga era su: 

destino." (P. p. 56). The dog, like Arturo and Roge, feels that he 

Ir.u.st submit to this indignity ra.ther than fight for his freedom. It is 

his fate to live in torture; ar.d if he gives in, perhaps the bandits 

will become bored with him and give him hi s liberty. 

J.r~c/cher vivid illustration of the belief that man has a prede­

termined destiny in relation to others of society is brought into focus 
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when Rosendo Haqui is impdsoned by the landowners. During his 

imprisonment, a prisoner relates to Maqui the stor,y depicting how 

his wife and parents are killed by the srr.allpox and his house is 

'bt:;,rned by the ranchers. The prisoner~s explanation for the misfortunes 

is fate. ne concludes that, '~l corazon que quiere, suele esperanzarse 

a ciegas." (:"1. p. 327). It is ve-r-J ap:;,:>arent to all the Indians in the 

novels that their luck is all adverse. The in."1abitants of the comrrrunity 

in El ~~~do ~~ y ~j€no real~ze their misfortunes when the land­

Q't,mers win the court ct.-se. Tne people of the community have been 

forced to move to alien environrr.ents, such as the jungle, in order ~.:.o 

find work in the rubber fields. The migrants soon discover that their 

new domiciles also produce hardships. Agusto Naqui experience with' s 

the cruelty of the plantation owners shows that life outside the village 

is no better than life within, The characters in ~ ~arros hambrientos 

con7.inue to strive with the problems of hunger. drought. and poverty. 

Those in La serpiente cia ~ are forced to endure the perpetual nuisance 

of nature in the fo~ of the Maranon. 

The Indians have dev010ped a very abhorrent attitude toward the 

It.ore prosperous because they have been overru,led in all of their dealings 

with them. Fro11 their 5u.bjugated state, the Indians have learned that 

"ase era un mundo d.e piedra que solo perrnanecia a condicion de ser 

pi.adra." (11. p. 266). It seems that all of their just actions are in 

vain. The Indians hava certainly suffer€.d a great deal. and Alegria 

ra.;:;kes tr..is more e:qJlicit wt.en he uses their songs to tell of their 
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p::::0dica....o:ent: 

Es cont~6iosa ~a t~a~ante congoja de estos cantos quo 
u~tic~la 01 delo? dosde las ent::::~nas Q8 una ruzu sufrida 

• J ." •• d ., 1... d ." '1y p~clC~1~et \.'l.(.. -":'l:'.l:l (; una Se.i.--Vlc.l:.YI:ura esplaa~;:J.a. y ae a 
cordiller2 ~br~pt~ e inr.use?icorde. Ca~tos que son hijos 
dol h~nbr0 y 01 l&tigo, de 1a roca y la fiera, de la nieve 
y la nioola, do la soledad y del viento. (S. p. 69). 

Tha sorro•• expressed. in these songs indicate the trOUbled minds and 

souls of the Indians. The songs are the result of a long-suffering 

race. 

III. THE FORCE OF Il-Ji£R-THOUGETS 

In addition to nature m1d society, the Indians' belief in fate 

so~etimos stems from the fact that fatalistic attitudes are present in 

their o,~ ~~nds through inherited ideas and lack of education. Thus, 

tho third impressio:'l of fate is revealed. The following aspects ..Till 

not only describe t:.e Indians' turmoil within their own r.ri.nds, but also 

serve to throw light on the causes behind their fatalistic beliefs in 

regard to poverty, corr-u.pt goverr>.:..nent ar.d law, S"J.perstition, and 

adherence to tradition. 

T::e characters in .Aleg:-1a 's novels endure indigency throughout 

their lives. It is becr..use of this poverty "Which they S".lffer that they 

seek, m1d someti~es find, simple solutions to their problems. They do 

not realize !'low co~;?lex life iso 70 the ::ile~..bcrs of the Indian cor.J::J:'u.n­

ities, tee sprouting of the crops gives them the satisfaction of livin~. 

This d0scri?tion is provicle-d: 

~~ siembra, el cultivo y la cosecha renuevan par~ los 
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camuesinos cada ano, la satisfaccion de vivir. Son la 
.., ..... y of'r::tzon no su. eXls",enCl.n.. _ a ....uer de l:"o:i'b"""~~~ ,'Y''' ~1,.... '=" .,r 

scncillos, las huell~s de sus pazos no ;e~p~od';;~~n ~e
 
. d l . ", d . b~ rn. ~
oC"-r0 :'10 0 <:1.:0 :l_lueaY. oso en surcos J..nnu..vnera 1.e3. 6",':'0
 

n~s1 Eso os toc0~ La vida consique ser buena si os
 
fecunda. (P. p. 109).
 

Hith this type of exister.c3, it is extrcl~ely diffiC'..:.lt for the Indians 

to develop wealth" They a~e apat~etic tow~rd t~e ~~re nmterial things 

of lif~. It is rr~ch easie~ to rativ~alize that fate is in opposition ..~ 

"'.,

to ther.1 rather than actually co:ming to cZ:cips with the realization that 
I:~ 

thoi:.:- ~ac:.c of ..!ealth~ in part, ca"J.scs the~71 to be su.bc.ued by the more 

h'wea1·c, h••y peop1e. T'ne cnarac, t ers J..n'''--1'~ r:n1'!1QO .££ 2.:1(::" 0 1. a,]eno canr.o-c. 

realize f'>J.lly that or.e of the rea;:::ons they are 10 sing the la."ld is be­

c:::.use they do not have the influential powers which wealth brings. As 

Fiero Vasquez points out, they are dealing with people who attach much 

validity to the pb,i.losophy, tlQue se frieguen los pobres si son zonzos". 

(x.. p. 410). 

The pea.s~~ts have not had the opportunities to see or to use the 

va...-:i.ous advantag8s 'l'hic}: wealth brings to their enemies. As a conse­

qU0r.ce, the Indians tznd to accept passively their destitute lives. 

Lack of ' ....ealth is ml asset to the poor because they are always on the 

side of right, ;';'~'ld conversely the affluent are proponents of the 't.J'ror.g 

"fa.y of life. If pove::-~y leads the Indians into a 5ituation vmich ends 

in misfortune for them, fate is given the bla..Il1e, as is exemplified by 

the COU1A~ c;:se in El crnndo ~ ancho l. a,ieno. They do not venture t:.pon 

a ::o:·e effective "",'l:mr..er to a.chieve c:. betJ.:.er mod.e of living. Instead, 

tI.,z,y find an esca.pe fron:. reality through the media of songs, lic;.uor, and 
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women. This escape, the narrator in La serpiente de ~ points out, 

produces in the people a sense of well-being. (S. p. 110). At these 

festive gatharings the people discuss their plight and ponder the 

qU6ction as to why, since they are poor and just, fate is taking its 

toll arr.ong them. Their fate is overt~cing them. 

The people who live in the comrr~unities are Sl,;.bjected to many 

injustices from the outside world because of their poverty. For 
""
'l 

example, the lawJer, Bismark Ru{z, after taking their money, assures I 
I 

the Indians that the community will remain in their possession. They 
I 

are unaware that Ru:lz is also being paid by Don Alvaro. (H. p. 79). 

The magician Who sells merchandise to the people erects his superior 

diplomacy over the Indians by persuading them that he is their friend. 

They do not discover until it is too late that in reality the magician 

has a very apathetic feeling toward the community. His objective is 

to obtain money, but the people feel that anyone who appears so 

~fillpathetic toward the poor L~st be honest and trustworthy, so they 

confide in him. They find out later that the magician is receiving 

moneta~J rewards from Don Alvaro for information which he is procuring 

concerning the corraounity. Don Alvaro is in a position to reward the 

magician more handsomely than are the villagers, but in general this 

thought does not sntor the 11".inds of the Indians. They believe that the 

unfortunate re~~lts ere a product of fate o 

The case involvir.6 Fiel~o Vasquez I s mother is another indication 

of the s..:..::ferings enG:~:"'ed by tr.e poor sb~ply because they are poor. His 
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mother is very destitute. Yet her neighbor, a wealthy rancher, allows 

his bull to graze on her pasture and refuses to pay Fiero's mother the 

adequate grazing fee. Sao car~ot find vengance against the rancher 

because she is poor and cannot afford to seek recourse through legal 

me~s. She simply has to accept this problem. In the words of Fiero, 

her fate is negl~s.. (:-1. p. 118). 

The people fir~lly realize that the disappointments they tolerate 

by relinquishing their rights to t~eir land are due in a large part to a 

lack of ~ealth. Instead of reacting w~th violence or aT~ sort of re­

sistance, the Indians .411 si~~ly accept the plight. Wnen events become 

unbo~rable they will chew the coca leaves to lessen their feeling. For 

as they say, ilLa coca es buena pa.ra el hambre, para la sed, para 130 

fatiga, para el calor, para 01 frro, para la alegrIa, para todo es 

( 1' 
..V.I..buena." p. 289). A few of the citizens of the cov~ities leave 

the comr;;.unity in or6.er to find a more conduciva environment in which to 

reside, but their efforts arc wasted. Everywhere they go the situation 

is the; SD..'l1€i. They beco,,:e 50 deeply indebted to the landowners that they 

are forced to continue w.i.. th the merJ.al labor to pay the owner. Where 

ever they go their poverty follows. Tha Indians, however, always 

attribute their condition to fate. 

ALladeo 11las' lvife I s experience w""ith the plantation owners convince 

her that the poor will alwa.ys be handicapped by their poverty. (M. p. 

299). Alegr!a himself obsel~es at one point that the rich are always 

rich, a~d :or &ll its weigtt ~Nney neve~ co~es down. (M. p. 147) 
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It is highly improbable th~t the peasants can ever achieve the status 

the landowners hold. 7his indic~tes the fatalistic attitude of the 

~Do?le. Ii one is born poor then te ~~ll of nocessity rc~~in poor. 

It is predc3tined from birth. It is ve~J true t~at t~e Indians have 

been poverty-stricken for generations and gene:..'ations. "De generacion 

en goneracion, de padres a hijos, a 10 largo del tiempo los pastores 

he:::,odabz..n 130 obligacion, la mise:da, 61 latigo, la inacabable deuda." 

(H.	 p. 107) .. 

The Indians h~ve suffered poverty for generations and generations, 

but they have also s~ffered fro~ oppressions a~~nistered by the govern­

mont for as many generations. The fatalistic philosophy toward poverty, 

to a certain eA~ent, is a result of their being exploited by the govern-

mente 

The Indians are not represented adequately in the gove~~ent, and 

as a result they are not pen;utted to take advantage of the benefits 

which the gover~~0nt offers. The ~stem in Peru at this time resembles 

the feudal s:i~st0m of t~..~ rr.1.c.c:J.e ages. The affairs of state are manip­

ulatcd	 by the elite, and tte elite enact or~y those laws wrdch will be 

beneficial to the:rr. The Indi<?.l'ls are the serfs, and the wealthy land­

owners	 are the lords. The Indi~ns are provided for only to the extent 

4t:1at one will have ca:" ocl for his p:~operty. This is the care which the 

cholos in los nerros ha~,.brien~.:.os receive from Don Cipriano when they are 

in hunger. Al0gr~a gives ~~ explanation of the situation ~~ich prevails: 

Perte~0cfa a e32 cl~so de ~enores feudales que supervive 
en la sierru ~ol Pe~~ y tiene para sus siervos, segGn s~ 
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propia expresion, lien una mano la miel y en otra la hiel ll , 

os docir, la conuda y el latigo. Ese era el momento de la 
miel. (P. p. 115). 

The lro"ldo1o."i.'lers not only have control of the governL1ent. but they are 

V01~.f inequitable in the distribution of the powe:"4 s of governL'lent. The 

corruptness of the government causes the Indians to be fatalistic and 

to have an a?athetic attitude toward political matters. The chclos are 

isolatod from the world of politician~. r-Iention was made of only one 

politician who comes to the village of R~ti to secure the votes of the 

Indians. He has prorr~sed to release the Indians from their lowly state. 

They vote for him, but ~e loses the election and goes away to Lima. 

Nothir.g more is heard from him because all the Indians know of Lima is 

that the penitentia:.'oy is located there. 

7:'16 political situation has not always been in thi s deplorable 

state. According to .~egr1a the people used to have a complete life, 

full of happiness. In tae t~mes of the Incas there was nothing but 

cor~nities and then the concept of latiD~ndisxo (the name given to 

the concept wher0by one individual owns vast a::::ounts 0:: rural property) 

began to develop. The large landov~1ers use the Indians as slaves. The 

peasants are coerced in-"o St:..brr.d.tting to the rancher:;' will. "Entonces 

los pobres-proque asi comenzQ a haber pobres en este nr.mdo." (M. p. 17). 

The gover~ent\s partiality in their selective service program is 

indicative of the debauched condition of the government. Arturo and 

Roga~s co~versation with the guards in La serpiente ~~ illuoinates 

the bi~s o~ the part of the solectiva service when it comes to drafting 
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zoldiors. It seems th:J.t the officials will always attempt to enlist the 

Indi.:.:r.s first. The e·",'''':'':lo situation is marufested in Los perros....Ja..-.....\;< 

h~~~b·."iento:5, when Hateo is inducted into the ar:.'T':Y. 

Zvon though the people know they are being considered for the 

d~.:.:t in a ~on-objective ~~nr~0r, thoy persi~t in their belief that t~e 

good of their count:..'Y is of prirr..ary conce=.~r~. They abide by the govern­

~e~l.t: 5 'tJill with sirr.ple faith.. It is t..nt:.sa.al to find a people so li'J:"..lch 

oP?ressed yet so nationalistic. A~tually~ the Indi~ns are insensitive 

to t'r.e :)roble:r:ls of the count::-y, but t::.cy Ul.~e ver'J patriotic tovlard her. 

The Indians a:;."e unaware of tl:e cs.u.;;es of ':;;;,rs and the j'l:stification for 

tl1.em. lJ':"en llegri:a Mentions t:1e war b,:,tween Chile and Peru, he says 

( '\~the ::n.dians b~l~e~.,e Chile wcs 2. r..c:11" ......~ p. 24). Du.ring the Civil ~;lQ.r 

of the early 1900' s, '~rl.C:1 to tho Indians is the war bet,..een the Reds 

and the E~~0S, each side used the villages for camps for no reason the 

~9
Indi~~s could s8e.~ 

The ine.quitable tax st~J.cture employed by the goverruilent is 

indispu.table evidence of the co:.:-ru.?t pr.o:.ctices. The taxes are levied 

on 5a.ch items of necessity as salt, coca, matches, corn liquor and 

bro"m sugar. These a::"'e food p:;,"v.:luc·cs vi.aich the Ir.dia:"l.s bought in great 

qu.a."'1tities. T:-~e Imal::....'Y i teres are not used to ra;.y great e:-..-tent by the 

Indiar.:.s, b'J.t a.re p..:..::-chcs0d IT.ai~lly by the ,;ealtby people. There is very 

little tax on such items, thus thd taxes are burdensome to the Indians 

but are of little sigr~ficance to t~0 monied aristocrats. The of~icials 

39,."..~.,_ Yo' -.'..- T':; .,..- ... '" ·\~-·v"'-~be·~ -: 0' 
~ -..:..::. ~::'~t ..~U t=l.u. ......... t 19!.j.2, po 30
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in Li::.:..::. a:"'.5o i:1uuguro.te a poll-tax law by 'Which the Indians ha'Te to 

pr,.y a poll-t2.X. No s--J,ch r..:c..uirenent is made of the upper class. 

1There a:"~3 Ot:10:" C::l.S€;S ,'rhich atte~;(, to ur.f'ai:z:- practices by the 

gove:"':""::':0r.t tOi.Jard the L.G.i.:m. The; gover.::.1Gnt er~.barks upon a program. of 

tn' ...pricc-i'ix:L:g agr0e::nents 't-n.th ce1'tz.in busin0sses in the cour..try. ... ne .J..aw 

is Gnfo::....ced for the benefits of the "vinite nobility". The one statute 

'K:lic'h could have aided tho Indiar~s, tee law 0: prir.~a1'Y ec.ucatio:'1, is not 

enforced. The poor pco;le of tte co~r.rQ{~ties strive to establish a 

sc~oolt but tn1en they a.pply to the propor a.~t~orities in order to obtain 

tbil ::.0ce;:;s.s.1-:.;r provisions w thei:::- :.:-eque.:;t i:> delayed indefinitely. In 

0:1a.e:;." to S0C"~,1'e ~n ins"tructor they a1''::: obliged. to pay l:~UC:1 r.:.ore than the 

CO:';:J.1ll::::::'ty can afforG.Q To "teach the ignQl·a~:.t Indians will not be an 

ea~ t~sk. (~.:.. p.. 19). 

It is not SU:"7rising that UliZl IT.d.ic:.:.n::; a;.~e unable to achieve an 

adequate pl~ce i~ society >d1en one consid0rs their handicaps. Ea.C~1 

ti~e proposals c:.:.ro r.~de for i~proVC~0nts in the laws, the person who 

p~oposes the chango3 is silencGQ. On 0:".1.6 occasion a.'1 idealistic and 

energetic le~islator ploads vntn th0 law-J~CL?g bo~ to pass laws which 

will establi,;h "" rr.i1".inrw.:l wcge ar.d :.:..bolish co....pulsory labor. He is 

rostrt::.ined in Ius eifoKs. L;mther ~olitici~~ ~x2resses concern for 

th.e InCiarls g but he is si10~~c0d ps~.r...~ane~.tlYe Pajuelo, t~e other 

politician i ~Qts his feelings into words before he is l~:led by ~n 

assassir... : 

-'1 . Ib , ... 1·L;:.;,ar:a.o c s prJ.38ro s a 0:"0 S co r.u ra:;;on, 0 pnmero que 
.. .... ... 4''' 1 ..., ",. d 1 . . "- .. . ol- b 
~S~l~6~1. .ue e S0nor~0· e a J.nJuz~J.c~a reJ.r~n~e so re 
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los n:orad.o~0.s p,:>b::~s (; i:r~dcfensos de Ini bendito pueblo, 
""'." nc'-::"'''' ,.~" ll~",·, ... ,:',... Pu''''bl~· T,J..·b.,.(' ;D,'" d~""de 'T,".·"~"..... -.1 'or ........ -..- ....... --~ ...._-~- ... v v - v _ ....,...... 1,,:_ ... .&.....i...lo4
--II 
ac:ucl1:::. inJustici~7 Scr.cillc.nlente de los :'7l.nlos 6obie:~'.os, 

t,,:c,r.:j proC:\.:cto 08 l~ cO::~l)licidrLd de 10 S ~r,;,dO:.'"l(; s Y C):-r··1o­
t~:C...':):'loIJS e:te:,"nos c:::"'s--c:tit~lcs~ '=lUG }jo.ra dO:Jgracia de ~'J..:.c:t.ro 
·.••.• ,.;1•. -' 0 ,,,'7:'1 ."".-c .,.~-c,:-, b'~J .! .... "1 0 " "J.."".,:, ""~''-'HO'" ""o"~~"r''''''~ .:l~, r:·o].·"'r"'') ­,i",-_U- -.--....... ........~/o-.-O..:;;.v............ -J'..J __ oJ o.J .. .o....L\.:.; ..... L- ... oJ ...... .... ....., V~ \...:~...... '_ L."..o;.;.. "'L~
 

do~es~ 11lc~ld~s~ ~~~00S do Paz y Rcc_udadores~ Estos 
'::···"'l",M..:1"O·'~ C·(·-· -,_.•~-,+,. d'" ··"+o'~J..·d"'~'~·"· ' '''0 ,-:-~.,., ~.,. ,.,.. '" lobo"~.L"'''''' v....;,.,'-...i"l"... o..J ............. \",;"-.1\.;"" ....... l,,;,; ~ ...... 'v _ ~\.".o.. ....... oJ ...... _v "- ..... '-,;,. ...... t-." .....
 

con pellc~0 d\:; co::·C:el""os, clue cz:.dc. dl~ af.1onclan mns :!.a 17Qseria 
r~8,:"al JT !::at0:.~al 2e n:'l3zt:."~ r~~[.(j E.:;t·as oJltoric:':::.clBS de este 
eli stJ:"ito son 0xplot~clor0s e ir_col'"~dic:ionalc s instrur:.ento 5 
';-~"b?·~·~ -;~ ',- ~ 4-. ,,;::: d-""1 O' "'~'-. ',-1,"'''' (v 1"").... ..;.,l, .. ...... v • .l ~\,j l",; ..~=?l.o"""ac.J..vn t.:i ""';"Ow 6d.J.IIo.Of.l... e.JI • •• ..•• :;;> ...... 0"--' • 

....., .........
~
?l~G gO'T/cl......r.c..r..o official:::; do ...v""" :-elisl"1 tb.e idGCl of D.llo":"\i.nZ trle Indi:lns 

., ..... y ... <'" __ (;",.~'J ..,;;.to exert. their rigtts .s.n,:;.. cr~a:-lge ";(..l1.e Tt.e philosopty of those in 

-- ~'·'·'r.--V ~ ,-, v".(;,.w,,", 11,,-1.' .... ~u. "'l"C"'S"'J.JV t"e:.;,;, .:le· bo.......··'~·'··e"...,;_ .;J d"'·~ e'M--'re"''''_~, ~ ...GO.od.....
j,;,1' ..... ..... ..:.; +'.".+ 1.;;; rye'-'''''': '1:.1 ..... (,..... J.. .L'''l"'' q"e'''' -0'~Y'l 

., ",':Cl"J.baj o.:r. ~ 1:. gon.t0. IJ (:v:* l ..... 17oj .. Ttc people exist for the benefit 

of .!(,l".l.e st~tG rc·chcl"· t::a:"1 t:..0 ~tatc bei~lg: t: se:r-v'a:~'1t of tr!c people. 

T:D.3 l'L2S beer~ ch~~ac"c0ristic of al:;~o.st 3.:1 ad..."'r.:inistl'ations in Peru.• 

)-.C-----l'" ...... -i."+,,. --·tJr1-,,~·'C>o-""'·' 1-"'5 '0' "13""1 ""'O-'+u'''I,,''-e c'''''o''('h to h"'~le o'~'y"'''-''-0'':' ~ l-.Jv ......... ""'~ vu. V.i.o.~"''' ...lr:. ..... J.,I._ l.;;,;..J.. ... ..., ....c;" U ~J,,,, -""'c,.L ~ .ll
 

t~';Q V1· t11~'(t(Z '~}h() 11:....\\·~ t;,:.,lG·~·.t ~~:G. "it:U J.'l'u f:Gr~-~:iJ:0J.y COl1.Gell"i1Cd :01' thf9 

PGOi)lc 1 s 't.Tc·lfax-e.. On ~~~e other h~~d, thore exists a long list of 

( "f.rpresidents who a~e not iLt~~est0c in the people. .'. p• 84). 

Tte ~~linb elite ~ave abused the I~dia~s so greatly that the 

IncG.Yis <11'0 beg::"n:"Qng to co::.sid.or they,:solves of less :'Ior"th than Los 

PC;!"::"'c S rl::rrJ:::.....il;-;llto r;. Thoy imply that i~te i~ at fault. After various 

cY"cour:t..e:"s 't.r:th -:'he injustice of tr!6 goverr~~er!t, the Ir~cliarls begin to 

-" or.2.o::;e confid.c:nce ..... r;;:J.::ilCn justiC0 <a~d in Jc,b.e la~i. I'Lai-;, a l;:i'stcrious 

"0 .....~ J-",...,o 0 .,·,;· t..... t~..LlJo::-d fro:-;: .sO::-;~8 f~-::--off -:ovm, Tr.can.s ti....ol:~lc. i>.f' ........c """" ~~....,v v, f...,..:·~e
...." 

~w'J~~,;-:: y,:>?"~.: T~::.:.:~~. 0'" p. ') 
~., ..I ­.22.QI 
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in """'j
Ir.cli;:;.~s l~_ tilUnc.-:J as 2,neno ~ ajeno truly believe that there is 

eq\l.:;.:ity befol·e the 1~1.j end that justice is administered properly. Tnis 

feeling continues u:'-l.til Jacinto Prieto, t:l.e blacksmith a;l.d only witness 

fo~ the co~~mnity, receives a jail sentence for s~pporting the corrununity's 

rights 8 Jacinto r0[.che3 the conclusion that perhaps the goverr~.ont of 

Per-.::. is not for the Indian after all, but for the l:mdo'mers. The poir.t 

i~ r.l:J:::-C vividly presented to him l.vt~e~"l. he w..'"Oto J(,Q the goverr.or coroplain­

ir.S ab0ut the unjust ma~~er in ,~1ich he is arrested. Jacinto has great 

faith in the gove1"110r~ knowing that ilrJ.ie~'1 he re::.:.ds the letter, he ","ill 

se0 tu it that Jaci~to receives r~s freGdc~. The governor, on the 

co~tra~J, replies to Jacinto saying that he has pIeced the proble~ in 

tr.e hand.s of the appropriate <lutr.ol"ities. This l.:eans that Jacinto is 

no better off t~an before. He remains in prison. 

Tte~e are ott8r ex~ples of the co~?aptness in the government 

eX:'libit6d through its in0fficiency. Don Osvaldo, the engineer in La 

ssrpiCU~0 de ~, insin~ates that he obt~ined a lucrative position with 

the goVel"r...r.lent as a CG~'rJ!.:i.ssior.e:i." of a ro~d -;.kri.ch does not exist. His 

f~~end also has ac~ep~0d such a ~0D. The inco~petence of the governnent 

is also sug~ested ir. ~ '0",:.':'·0 s h~:::lo:::'iento s. Don Fe::~1~ the subpar­

:"ec:,c~ (;0::;108 to t::0 village in s0aroh of sllbv6rsiv~s. It is very 

UY.'.lS"llal ::'01' him to lnz:.ke such an ~ppearx:ce at this p~rticula:r season 

of th0 y;:;,i.:..•.. It hai:J?cns that he h.;:s beGn receiving a certain a.~unt of 

criticis... :::.:'om the pt:.blic~ thii.t :.e is not doing his duty. He is forced 

to do s;:,:.::ct:.i:.g spectac1:i.L:.r in ord.er to CO~V0Y the impression that his 

http:y;:;,i.:..�
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d\.::ties are being 0xcc"~ted. The o:':ficial chooses a fow cholos and 

arrests tbem as s~bv~~sives. (P. p. 84). Tha ctolos are innocent, 

but he has pleased his ~ublic. The ba.:'1d.its, Celedonio;:;, fi:"id the:::~selves 

in a si;;ri.lar ?:.'eGica.:;:ont ivh,~n the officials need a sC:':PQgoa.t for a. crima 

I"J" 7'"\ ... p. .;).COYi.t~"a la d0 s3:ra~ia. S-:J::_ c·.:~.:trv t: Ii 

ar.ll of "(,:.8 laue T~0Y obs.:'>:-J'€. t:.<>..t the l.';0rld is a6ainst them, but lldos 

thair st.rong ties -Co tL.<3 pri.....::..:.:'Y grouPIl fight together and esc::.pe the 

·tl".0 Celedo~d.os, but -;;,"';:.Gy :""i:. The Celedonios brother::>, de:r.ons:'rating 

tLa:t has been corrill'..itted" T1:e la,-l er.forcemant agency t:.:1.es to appra:. .,:;:nd 

1 
"•1 
I 
.~ 

~~c~u~~ tte gOV0~Td~g offici~:s are i~clincd to seek prestigu 

rath0:"· than pe~·fol~ll 1:a:l ~t t::eil" c.uties, thu~Ao~ is a g~eat a:c.Ou.:.1t of 

"\;!J2.;;;':-:,e in the govcrTll"i:.0nt. In ~., 

..2J.J.. ~ os ::::.:'lC:i.O Z ~)e-;:o II the nation's 

office~'s are to use the r.:.:.st E-xpensivc paper ev~n thou;;h there are 

h\:.~1g:.~y poople. The p~pe~ ~Qst 00 used to ~~tis~ the aacrcd do~in ~f 

the lal". The author declares that, on this paper, pa.r~ of the trage~y 

of ?er~ has been WTitten; sone of her tistoi~ has been ~Titten by guns 

... 

<::.l1d. 
., - "Io.:..ooa.. (l~. po :73) • Concern for fo~~~lity and disregard for the 

h:t-l characte.::1.zes tr.e SY3ter.1 of law in Pel.~ at this time. The l.::.w is 

there, but t~e unjust use of it by the authorities mcke it a ~cker,y. 

Parhaps tl:e outlaw cI t:...e H<.:.rano:.'l adec;.uately ir.terp:....ets the ma.-'1ner in 

',l:ich the law is an:.:orced "'+.en he is :.:cco-anting for tr.e ti:ffi6 he had 

kill~d a li~~tenant in seli-dc:cnsG. The authorities have accused him 

cf T~~rd0T' ~.G havo b00n in pur~~it of hi~ since the event took place. 

He €.X.:-:-"~il':3 tl-.at if theiy-....:;ident llUd occurred between two poor Indians, 

. 
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the l~w ,'1ould h':.'/8 OC0H ~p::th0tic toward it, but he has an e:ltanglement 

"intl~. ;: "ge~1tlcr:~ci'l". TtJ ~ns~~pathetic goverr~0nt has erected in the 

bar~dit a ::':'3ga:tiv0 attitude tOl~'~~\od life. ~0 b0li6ves that he has never 

~ ... r, .,J 
.... .;..;..\.4. 0;;.............; l·uc~\:. ( ~...,. p • 172)~ '='r~e inequ:..-t.abl·~ 0r.fo:--ce:uent o~ the la~ is 

s~o~~: ~n t~c L~~d0r of P~ju01oj t~a ;olitici~~. Ee is mQrdered during 

11i s S"~)oe~11 sll~)porting t,r-10 J:nClar:. C~.:t:S3 ~ ~~.d. the goveL-"':~:Gnt irr.l7:cd.iately 

aCC1:~U tb.o Indic.ns o~ lc-':"lli~Z 11i::! b..~t ~t:":.....""y did. l"1ot. • 1· ~ I
';'.1 lall S exper­

".'.I,il

,'.
';1',I, 
,rlijl 

:"O~'1CE;S "t\'itr.l. t11e l:::.:vi in T ·~s ;:'i2<~..":''''0S r~".:_:'.~~riG~~-coS r-ese::rJJles those of the 

b~~;.c.:."'c of t:"1C 1~:arJ.5c::':.lit Julifl1 :is cu:'lsid.c:..~ed a. t:1iei" II but he is r.ot a ,J 

thief ~til his rr~stor ~cc~ses tim of bei~b one. F~o~ then on he is 

b:....~!:dE;G." U'" p" 68). 

Th0s0 situatio:r:s illustrate t:le unhealthy rclationsllip which 

exist.:; bet'VJeel1 the :....d.ians and the govern:.nent. The aristocracy demands 

absolu.te hor~g6 froll the Indi.:ms~ Thel'o is a strong central gover:­..'nent 

op0rated ~y ino~ficie~t ~.a corrupt amTil~strators. This concept of 

gove~~~o~t is Ciamatl~cally opposod to that of the 'villagers. They are 

of tr..e \riE;'~jJ' triut a go\r(;;:"l"'~:er.t i S b0~t 1l:iich governs least. 11""J.:le T ... •J..nmans 

t~0~selves operate their co~~~r~l ~ste~ on this latter principle. rn' .. no 

Iy.Cians 'lIJh.o a:.~e in positicT'lS of ...·J.t~1ority vary seldom exercise that 

~utr~ority ~ 

T:'16 Ir.diar.Ls :1.avG 2..sc:"1-bod :,l:e causes of their pligr.t to fate 

bec~i'tlsG they beli0\fe "hOot they have exhausted all ave:lues of escape. 

\':'-."':"'l tr.oJ 'u0CO:rl.C dis;;;Q.tisfied with thoir lot. it is S'J.ggcsted that th.q 

~~~r~~e to ~_ut~~r ~~a~. I-:O~1€'ve:..~. the :ew w:".o do migrate presented 

I 
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C:.3.;1;:;cd fl'O~-:: tb:::ir 0.1:':'1:'01" forn"::; of govermllont. As sho poi~l.ts ou.t, 

iI.stead of the cquit~b10 ,j·c;,sticG of thoir a:ncestors w..'1.cn e3.ch cc.:r..:rr.J.nity 

i::; a li:ik in t:'e cl::::.in of 3.....t::o..'::'t:;,r cxt.cr"d::..Y<; to tile throT~e of t:1C 

I::c~ fl~Or.l 't,:lu(;l: eV~lJo:C~3; s du.tl~s a:"1d :.....ignts ~ro zcrvec1. t:10 gO~lCl!'Wr~-

~~0:'~.".:, ~:.a5 :-,ldirrt:,d.l'1cd i ~self 0:.'1l7 to int01"fere 't~th tl:eir way of life. 

T.:1~Y c:l:~u t.::....~~d. ~:o~\Tily .:l1:d tl::....o CO:tlSCi'i::/C0d fer til:t~~J SC:~li.ce 

u:1.f.:ii l"'l)re The r"-.lli:::-lZ elite look t:.pon t:'le IncUtL"'ls .:lS the villains 

~n~ t~e opp~~ssors ~G t~o ho~oos. 1;:/.01"1 tota Indians atton:pt to rebel, 

tncy a:~e cal~tu.:a."ed. ~).ci t:.:'onted. irt.'i~~~:t. (s.. p. 185) .. 

The a~t::or, 1"0alizi::g f-<111 wall that t:-.e pliGht of :-..is people is 

al~::o~t il'l:r~rTi:OllTj,table. insistG "'chat t110:"'e is space for a. small a.r::ount 

of ~~OpG. He seen:;:; to cling to the ::aith tha.t someG.ay they will unite 

.L •"-h· ~. d .t:> t 41"'. CH:se.LVes an .l.orm a r-l.lC na"'J.on. He docs, hOw~ver~ seem to beliava 

thJ.t ti:lis idea i;; S011l6v;'r..::.t re:-.:ote becau~e the Dldians hc.ve been 

oppressed. for CC):ntul"ies <:nd h.:.V'e c:tt::,'itu·::'od. t:-l0ir l:Jorils to f'ate. 

It. is thd:.: :;:'ato to be oppressed by t1"•.:1 govermq; body. 

There is co TiFJ.ch ecor.or.;ic ir.cc:u::li";:,j' and social conflict between 

.1.' ""'*'" 1 .; ~..,O"",r.0 Ir~dia115 a.:.1.d the -~~"~b elite t~"J.~t. t:... s.;.tisfu.cto~~y ~ol.....tion does 

not seem fcasibla. ThE; ciffi(;~lty is tll'::':~ :~:"'0 oligal"\;:-~es, w'nich 

cc•.trol t110 goverr.:.:ont of Po:-:.... also cOTot:..'ols ec:...... cation~ r..nd they are 

not intGTa~ced in ~a~$i~g t~e c~~t~r~l level o~ the Indian. The 

Ir.dia.ns r:00Q an eclucs.tio:'1 in or':;'.::;,:' to b~co;:.:e lmo>-11edgeable in the area 

I· ., 

'Y_'i:·trths Ve:.... s.;..~ F~~tsll, :~a~~:i~o:--l, 170; 226-229, Y~rch 11, 1960. 



l;.l 

of politics, but tho govo~~n~cnt refQscs to educate the Indians because 

t~o cuthorities ar~ 2:~~id of Gd~c~ted savu:es. They car~~ot p~~ticipate 

:.:-,:ccl.l:'gcr.tly in politic s u.ntil thoy beco1';:0 G::J:~catcd. nnd they C.::J.1'.T.ot 

oc.tain an education 'oocc..u;,:;o tho feuQaD.st.ic S'J;,;tGll. ,Jill not ;:;,llow it. 

Tl:o pl:'Gb..t ~ce:ns to t110 I~dia.l:S to Du a \/~cio1.:S ci:'cle v;ith f~te ZlS 

its r~u(;lc-;,1s. 

It is not o:.-..ly povort-y ~1r.G. c0r:;,'"',;rp:;:. bOVG:'·r.~~:o:1.t w:.ich proG'..:ccd a. 

0 .........
.J-'li""'~ "r',,,,-i 1 "._f~t~li5tic attitude in ,-,,,,",,0 .............u.., of tl1.~ Irci~ns. S~perstition also 

pl~ys n signific~nt ~o10 i~ developinz t~0 viOi~Join~ held by tho 

-- '" ,~ .... 
v~ ... _ .I::·3.ians. A tY.2ica1 exa..~~?le 0': ~dI""0rCY.J.ce to S"i.lperstition is 

i:~Lpliod in 31 y.1J.'"1.d.2· ~ 2~~C~':,) X n.~;(~::lO \'fJ.:el"l ':C:10 vill::g ~;l"3 are concerned 

.:.oout fil:.d.i~~g tr~€; :r..ost ~?P:"'.):)j.--ic~:/co lo(;a.ticr~ for tl'le vil:~ge of Rwr~. 

Tho rc.ajority of the pecple dccic.c to ccr~strL:.("t t.r.~ ~..r'.l.llago i:1 the 

v~,-110Y. 1':-:e :lino:~i ty agroe tb..G.t it should be built en t:1.0 l"d.gh 

" , ~ ­
g:cou~d. Constr'IJ.ctio:--. is '::Jc6ru.:'l ir! '"Cl'lO v':'.l..Lcy, but Saint Isidore, 

,~" ~ .t:-..o .., ......J.. .;.l" ~·*'40:a. t:':ejr V:Ol·S:d.p, -c.r~:.nsfors :.i:ns·3lf to the hill each night• 

.::Jt~r J(,t.l(. .i;:,r.i:z-d OCC11~'rc:--~ce of t:..is ~:i!\:'~c-~lous ovor~t., the people a:,"a 

ccr~"Tlnced th.:.t, S:.irlt, Isidore l;.:YlJ\:,S r...i~ :!(..c::)i~ to 1-.;;si~3 on the hill. 

• ~ i'?eclh.Z thilt t:.,:;il~ S;ll11t ,,..-1. .....L s~:~~l~r r:t~~·~ 5:1 t,1'l0:;~ if his ...~i~hes Q.re not 

fUlfill~dt tt0 pcc?le loc~~e O~ ~~e high a~0a. They bui:d th~ir homes 

in thi~ (l~QCl u:nd s~t·~:!.o t~10~·'::; .. L:rcoa.!c',z;r a con~id.e~"able l~?~e of t~::e,t 

.!. ....Sair...t Isid.o:..--o is discoveroc. the valley. The vlllagars believo 

t~::.-t. th.e ~t~·'::.c {,;,u,;; ::(;~.:ovC,;d l~::l'l:;elf f:....olt. th.:: :bill bec~uso he is o.:1.gr-J 

~-ri t11 tb.e::;:~ ~:.d :".s pu:~~ ~:~:':"4::'; "~~·,.e::.:.. .l.s a l"'oa:,-J.lt. the villJ.gors also r:..ove 
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8:tD so..:O!":'01S'-;~~ SOl~\;"~J "..mc~~ ~o~~~:::'d ~Od~L:?1=+ v'S es~ ..:c::")~_!":-;
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.;"" ""t J '.. ~ .'-,;'•. ~-r .... "::t"'''--''''~~.J ~ ~I."" .;;~ l": ---..t..~ fI" 
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r:he Il'ldib.ns ::Q~ .::ccc:-;':(, tl':e 1~:C:'''0 ~ivili~(:d ·v.::r.:;ior~ of religion 

O:'=-P0Ul:ccd b:r thQ ~'~:lito 1::-7~:--1 ~(;(; ::'.l15e t,:~c:~;- I.;..:lVC n:.. t ~"'ccei "'(IC~ Xt:.:J benefits 

", __" _. _..J 
~...~~~ ..... , .. ~..,~ .:-~, ..,,--! ",,"
-L ... u ........... '-'_ Tb.c:l c:..~oo ~c ""'..._........ 0\,r.1 :..'(;1::'C::'0:1 i.,..,_.\.";Jl..,.;\.... 2.al"Gol:'l on st:..?orstition.
 

?C:':~::':JS tl-~c::·o is ;:. v";:;;'l-:l b:t3ic ::·~'::'~O:1. ~.'.':-..y '>t::10 :)(";,")1-- do r~ot roccive 

bc~:e::i"~s f:....o:ll t:.. \) .:)uci~ll~7 c.ccc::..t0d ~O:'''~l ,-'" r01igiol-... 7b.G tre.:;.tY:lent'.oJ'" 

t:-~~:/ rocci,;\J f~-ao:::. tb.0 Ch~~~:1 t:Cl;~:~t~ tl~0 c.~~"'lc :~r'i "'nth apatr.y ~:.i i:~:::>li€d 

,;::...,...-.~,. ,.. ,...:'; ~·,.."ro of. ~.-. t~ 
..... v ...... tLe '-4\",;v .....v ....... >,j of \,,0"_'-' :)~ic~.J~ :'n '::~ ~~,.::= '~",~·~t,:) C~ 0;:"0. T:iG p~ie~t
 

r ""~'c'":', ,'"' 
......... 1.4 ..... '- 0...1 "'Co ~~3.r c0rdcs~i0n~ f:'~C:7~ ·~c,:;.o Ii00l-"'.;-... C ,\-::iO o..rc not fir.':'~'1.ci~ll~r
 

1"71'"_ ,;. i .4.; .','" ­~b10 "::'0 p:..y h.is f0C,. .- ...... l;i __ ~'--.......... ~ -, -.... oJ.....J..:;~... to ~e achn':..-ttccl -'co tr.l.0 ::-a55.
 

:. C"..1-"""" '.~'''r~l"'e ~·;il1i:'lG to ~:z.y w:,,2.-C V.4. .. v.,; :1a.~10 j b~..l:' th.:.t ~ ... r~..)t e:-:oug}l. I>"\,·cn ~;h8n 

1__ 

t~e :?OO::' c.:::n ~fford \fisitatio~15 \..~i~~h th.a pr:'ost. .lo.L";; often times is so 

cc:"1Ce:... ~:0d. 1.;1. tho r!is c:~,.n lJr31f-:lr0 tl1.:lt 1'"'~0 1~i.ll not to.ka t:'mc to S01TlJ'e 

-- '""--:,,y~ (:i~",: ..., ~., ~; - r"';" ! ...,,":, "",,~ '~j",. 
""....."-... , ... Ql ....... \",1 }I v"J\;J CO~ti11~~C S Gri:~,:i:...Z, ..L.o;;;..l".o.u ...................u .. ~~d. c;:'~~oying r-.i. s won:erJ..
 

Tr...G :)00;''' peor=tle beco~:i3 i:':d.i.=c.y-~t tc '.:/:::A,i t::"0 ~""6 p:C0 s3n~cati ve of the crlurc:J. 

(.'1.· ." . .:., ,. ._ ..::.::d fo :l..~ce:: r~i:-.:;, to 10':''''''(; "~O~;:~9 ci.:'·C'2.:~::;t<.;,nces pT'evails in Zl ::::'1:.... 20...J"'<-"'~_"'4 

• ~ -. <,~ ~ .../t"':;"; .~ ..:-.:.(;~~r. ~~ ~.;...~~~::. ~C_:G r0~:"d.~;;..t.;; of .................... ~~poa~s before the priest for
 

.; .-. 'h -}-·'-1.." .. -,..; ~~.....
~s~is-tan\~c ....... t:-icil~ CCl:.:"~ u \0.1...., .... u • ...... ""' • .&. thE; :::.c.:~ovmer. The priest decla::-es 

t::;:,.t ::0 c~r:.&.ot .:..ssi st.r t:... (,~.~ b0C~~S;:; ;c.h(; 1::.::.do1·~~ ..e:" is a. paying member of 

r.i5 cl:ure:h ~l~o, c..:;.d it ~j.,ll ~;)t b~ ~:~p~·o?riil.te for him to aid the 

I::·~diaT.. :;~ 

':'1'..030 '>:r-.o -::,.j s..:c.::;crio:::: to .::..t loa;:;t a portion of the more civilized 

~" ~:;.. ..'-~ ~,; ...1"oli6iol~~ J.c.c t.o l",_ ..v .... O~1::'l s..:.~crsti tious intel~retations. Simon Robles' 

.: 'v'6r~;-.c.f~.!~r~cr., ""·,,":~."~,'·c/ S ~.... ·'~):7'~,~·;n:'o~:. J implies that he believes deeply 

lr'. SQ.n .Lntonio b8'::~'.,;:.S;J 0-':: .::;,;." <3xpcl:'icncc he once had with the saint. The 
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