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Through the characters of Louis Salavin, Laurent
Pasquler, and Joseph Pasquier, Duhamel expressed to the
world hls attitude toward friendship, toward kindness,
and toward material possessions. In a unique and beauti-
ful way he permitted these characters to act out his
beliefs, never leaving the impression that they were
reciting his philosophy. Hls success iIn this area came
from his penetrating and sympathetlic observation of man.

Duhamel found 1t extremely difficult to see how
improvement of the economic status could bring greater
happiness., To him, materialism meant strife and was
not synonymous wilth happiness, Friendship was a subject
of which Duhamel spoke nobly and, in his thinking, it
was 1indispensable to man. He had many friends; to him
they were his chief consolation. According to Duhamel's
phi losophy, friendship was based on love and respect.

Deeply concerned for les petltes gens because of injustices

and prejudices toward them, Duhamel made a plea to employ
the virtue of kindness, not considering race or creed.
To show kindness meant that love preceded and motivated
the deed.

As an agnostic, Duhamel did not make allowance for
God but believed 1n a dedicated fraternal love which was
to reach out to the weakest, most despised, and least inter-

esting of human beings, making no allowance for social
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and raclal prejudices. Hls call to man was to joln him

to win the world by le regne du coeur.
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SUMMARY OF NOVELS READ

Vie et Aventure de Salavin

—— — e et et st

RConfession de minuit® (1921)3¢

Vie et Aventure de Salavin 1s composed of five
volumes. These volumes deal with the mentsl processes
of Louis Salavin, who was a perplexed and bewildered
individusal.

The first book in the series is Confession de
minuit. As the title indicates, the story took place
In a bar, at midnight. Louis Salavin was the narrator
who confessed hlis past to a stranger.

Salavin was working as a secretary for the Socque
et Sureau firm. He was sent to Mr. Sureau with some
Information, and there he was tempted by an irrational
impulse to touch the ear lobe of his foreman. Mr. Sureau
became angry, had Salavin searched for weapons, and
dismi ssed him from work. Salavin described his return
home and the humble apartment where he lived with his
mother. His mother worked hard as a seamstress. This
bothered him, but his lack of a Job gave him the liberty
he desired. He made l1life mlsersble for his mother, lost
all self-respect, and gave up all effort to find work.

Marguerite, a seamstress, who lived in the same
epartment house as the Salavins, spent most of the day
sewing with Salavin's mother. 3Salavin suddenly realized
that he loved Marguerite and remarked: "J'eétais sauve,
j'etais capable d'amour."

Octave Lanoue, a friend in whom Salavin confided,
was deeply interested in him. Lanoue secured for his
friend a copyist job which Salavin could do at his own
house. One day, when Lanoue was not yet home from work,
Salavin had a fleeting desire to seduce his friend's
wife. Salavin took the thought for the deed, and ceased
seeing Lanoue. Salavin wandered aimlessly around Paris

#The summaries are given in chronological order
according to the date written. -
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for several days; the gullt was too great to take home.
Thus the story ends. Salavin had no work, was not married,
and was deeply oppressed.

"Deux Hommes"™ (1924 )

Deux Hommes 1s the story of an unsuccessful friend-
ship and shows us a Salavin who was unable to be a friend.
Between the first and second volume Salavin was married
to Marguerite. He also had a secretarlial position and
ate his lunch in a down-town restaurant. Edouard Loisel
was marrled and a successful chemist. Edouard had been
looking for a friend so, when he noticed Salavin coming
to the same restaurant at noon, he decided to sit across
the teble from him and befriend Salavin,

!ﬁouard was a generous and a successful man. He
understood friendship to mesn the sharing of his salary
with his friend, partlicularly because Salavin was poor.
Inwardly, Salavin resented the fact that Edouard was .
trying to be his benefactor. This made Salavin feel even
less important, and he felt deprived of his liberty.
However, Salavin d1d not have the courage to tell his
friend how he felt about the problem, until one day Edouard
asked him to do so. Salavin did not spare words in revealing
to Edouvard the csuse of his moodiness. The friendship
came to an end. : .

This unsuccessful friendshlip revealed some of the
essentlial problems in human relations of which Edouard
Lolsel and Louls Salavin are representative.

®"Le Journal de Salavin" (1927)

Salavin decided to become a lay saint, although
he had no religious failth. This new philosophy was based
on lending a helping hand. He discovered very quickly
that, when he tried to help people, they were ungrateful
and sometimes distrusted him.

At this time he was working for the Compagnie,
Industrielle des Laits Pasteurisés et Oxygénés. Jibe,
a sneak thief, and Arbelot, an indecent fellow, worked :
in the same office with Salavin., After tolerating Arbelot
for a time, he silenced him by throwing an inkwell at
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him, Where was Salavin's salntliness? By being kind to
Jibe, Salavin iritended to reform the young man, but his
efforts falled.

When Salavin learned that the company for which
he was workling was not oxygenizing their products, he
reported 1t to the police. The next day the manager,
a good friend of the police, showed Salavin his own letter
but did not dismiss him from work. The manager took
Salavin as his private secretary so he could watch him
closely.

Salavin decided to rent a room near hls place of
work. This was a disappointment to his wife and mother.
In his desire for sainthood he sought help from a Protestant
pastor and from a priest but to no avall. He gave hils
only overcoat to the erring Jibé and wandered around in
the snow, but all he attempted seemed to fall. He contracted
pneumonia and without his knowledge was taken to a charilty
hospital. After his dismissal from the hospltal he went
to live with hls wife and mother.

"Club des Lyonnais™ (1929)

Salavin lived at home and gave up salnthood. Max
Aufrére, a former associate of ‘Salavin, introduced his
friend to a group of quite radical men who called themselves
the Club des Lyonnals. These men were from various walks
of 1life and had found a common meeting place with Legrain,
an old cobbler, on Lyonnals street. Legrain thought that,
by becoming a revolutlonist, he was working for a better
world, This group included a number of communists.

Salavin was attracted by the communists because they had
strong convictions. Aufrére attempted to persuade Salavin.
not to become a Communist, but his friend was unsuccessful.

The Communists needed to have a check cashed and
wanted someone who was opposed to the party to cagh the
check. Finally, the Communi sts imposed upon Aufrére to
cash the check. At first he refused but later he decided
to do so. The police then closed in upon the group and
arrested all who had frequented the place. Thelr homes,
including Salavin's, were searched for any secret communistic
information., - Salavin's mother was so shocked that she had
a fatal heart attack., Marguerlite was bewildered and 1n
despair. When the police sought for information, they did
not £find any evidence in Salavin's house,
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Salavin was stlll determined to change his soul.
He understood himself better and recognized that he was
not responsible for all his wayward thoughts.

"Pel quten lui-meme® (1932)

In the fifth volume, Salavin decided to leave
Paris and go to Tunis. In order to conceal his identity
he adopted the name of Simon Chavegrand and dyed his
halr. On his way to Marsellles he became acquainted
with the Dargoult family, who were his traln companions.
In Marseilles, the Dargoults' daughter, Christine, was
walking on the tracks; Salavin saw the traln coming so
he threw himself on the tracks to save Christine. The
Dargoults offered him a reward but he refused.

In Tunis, Salavin was manager of a phonograph
shop. He took an Arab boy, Moktar, as his shop assistant
and house boy. Salavin soon learned that the Arabs were
accustomed to stealing, but he thought he could reform
Moktar. Salavin devoted his spare time to working at
the Arab hospital, helping Dr. Rude and cheering the
patients. When the call came for volunteers to be exposed
to typhus in order to try out a new vaccine, Salavin

volunteered. During his absence the phonograph shop
was inspected by a representative from France, who
threatened to close the shop i1f Salavin did not tend
to his business.

Moktar became involved in criminal activities:
which resulted in the murder of a second-hand dealer,
Salavin pleaded with Moktar to surrender, but he wounded
his master in the knse. Infection set 1n, and Dargoult
remained a falthful friend, arranging for Salavin to
receive the best of care. While Salavin was unconscious,
Dargoult looked for the letter Salavin sald he had written
to him., The letter revealed Salavin's real identity
and that he had a wife in Paris. When Marguerite arrived,
he asked to return to Paris as soon as the doctor would
give his consent, Arrangsments for this voyage wers
made by Dargoult. When the ship arrived at Marsellles,
Salavin was in misery. He was rushed to the hospital
and the only hope the surgeons gave him was to amputate
his leg.. After he had recovered sufficiently, he was
taken to Paris to his 0ld home. Once there, Salavin
- seemed to recognize that his greatest failure was to
accept himself, He died shortly thereafter.
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Chronlque des Pasguler

"Le Notalre du Havre® (1933)

Duhamel introduced the Pasquler family in Le Notalre
du Havre. The story of thls lower-middle-class famiIy
was essentially the story of one man, Laurent Pasquier.
Like Salavin, he wlshed to purlfy and to redeem himself.
Unlike Salavin, Laurent Pasquler was well adapted to
social 1life,

The members of the Pasquler family 1ncluded Raymond
Pasquler, the father; Lucie—Elenore Delahale Pasquier,
the mother; Joseph, Ferdinand, Cécile, and Laurent,
the children. In a later volume Suzanne, a younger
chllg is mentloned.

The Pasguier family struggled for its exlstence
and sought a way for self-improvement. The father, a
very poor economist, was 1n medlcal school which he had
started late In 11fe. A letter came from a lawyer in
Le Havre, from which the volume derives its title,
announclng that Madame Pasquler was to recelve a small
inheritance from two half-sisters in Peru. Upon the
hope of recelving thls money Raymond Pasquier bought
household furnishings and clothing for the chlldren,
Rightfully, thls money belonged to Madame Pasquler and
the children. The conversatlon in the Pasquier family
centered around the lnheritance amd often resulted 1n
quarrels, Laurent, a growlng boy, developed a contempt
for money and often wondered what iIn essence was a family.

Laurent's friend Désiré, an unwanted child who
was often beaten, committed sulcide 1n the Wasselin
living-room when he heard that hls father was 1n prison
for embezzlement., This tragedy left a deep lmpression
on Laurent.

"Le Jardin des bétes sauvages" (1934)

These were the anlmals in the Jardin des Plantes,
the location of the Parls zoo near which the Pasquier
family 1lived at this time. Laurent, who was about fourteen
years old, tried to combat the misconduct of his father,
who usually went to public gatherings with his mistress.
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Madame Pasquier accepted this without complaint because
Raymond Pasquier had never mistreated her,

Laurent became the friend of Justin Welll, =a
Jewish schoolmate. Both of the boys had high ideals,
and thus had much in common as they faced the problems
of growing up. Justin visited the Pasquier home and
met Cécile, Laurent's sister, who played the piano very
well, In this same volume, Joseph began to show his
passion for money.

"Yue de la terre promise™ (1934)

The father, Raymond Pasquier, had received his
diploma from medical school. The family had moved to
Cretell where the father intended to practice and to
earn much money, which was the terre promisse.

Joseph was a successful business man, Ceclle a
concert pianist, and Ferdinand an accountant. Laurent
was studying medicine at the University of Paris. Recorded
in this volume was the incident of the destruction of
a five-hundred franc note by Laurent in the presence
of his brother Joseph. Laurent, more disturbed than
ever because of his father's immoral 1life and the family's
preoccuration with money matters, decided to move to
--Paris, He thought that the distance from family quarrels
would help him to love them more and in Paris he was
near the University where he was studying. Laurent and
Justin's friendship became more intimate. They shared
their religl ous viewpoints and the problems which confronted
them.

"lLa Nult de la Saint Jean" (1935)

The greater part of the story deals with ths
events which took place on the eve of Saint John's Day.
Joseph, now a proud and wealthy man, owned a country
estate, nsmmed La Paquellerie. He was married and had
two children. He invited for an overnight visit the
Pasquier family; an artist, Delcambre; Laurent's sclence
professor, Censier; and Justin Welll. Lsaurent's friend,
Laure Desgroux, was also there.
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Céecile offered to marry Justin, but his desire for
purity made him refuse her. Laurent tried to woo Laure
but, to his dismay, he learned that Censier loved her
too. Neither Censier nor Laurent married her.

"Le Désert de Biévres" (1937)

The Pasquier family was not in the foreground in
this volume except for a few lncidents of the father's
minor encounter with the police. Joseph engaged in
shady business transactions.,

This volume was the story of the founding and
failure of a suburban phalanstery. Justin Weill, Laurent
Pasquier, and five other comrades decided to live as
writers and philosophers. For 'a livelihood, they did
some artistic printing on a hand press., Too many dif-
ferences among these men and a lack of funds caused one
after the other to return to Paris. Finally, when only
Laurent and Justin were left, they too decided to lesve
the phalanstery. Justin had carried the responsibility
and was very dlsappointed that he had not been able to
keep the group together,

®"Les Maftres" (1937)

In this volume, Laurent wrote letters to Justin
about his work in the laboratory. Two professors whom :
he especislly liked were Nicolas Rohner and Oliver Chalgrin.
Rohner was prejudiced and rationalistic. He was hasty
in his decisions, thinking science had the answer for
everything. Chalgrin was a noble and flexible character,
who admlitted that science might not have the answer to
all human problems.

Justin had left Paris after his experience at the
phalanstery and was working in a factory in Nantes.
Because of thls exverience he became bitter and, at
times, wilfully misunderstood Laurent's letters.

As Laurent observed the emmlty of his two revered
teachers, he realized that even great men had some weakness

and that even a weak man, like his father, had some
greatness.,
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"cécile parmi nous"™ (1938)

Laurent here ceased to be the narrator of famlly
affairs. Duhamel used a direct and objective approach.

Céclle married an intellectual man, Richard Fauvet,
whom she did not love. He was cold and indifferent
but blamed Cecile, saylng that she was jealous. They
had a son Alexandre. When she saw that Richard was
unfaithful to her, she became so distressed that the
child's i1illness was detected too late. When the boy .
died, she severed her relationship with Richard and .
went to live in a convent. Cécile turned to God and
put her faith in Him.

In the same volume, Joseph sold arms to both
Turkey and Bulgarlia in a war between these two countries.
Justin Weill had overcome his blitterness and showed
his friendship with Laurent.

"Le Combat contre les ombres" (1939)

] This was the last volume published before the
Second World War. The entire story was written in the

third person with Laurent in the center. He was then

- @& laboratory professor of the National Institute of
Biology. The director gave him an incompetent laboratory

assistant whom he dismissed. The director relnstated-

the assistant, but Laurent 4id not permit him to work

because he would not take orders.

Consulting some of his friends in the city, he
decided to publish an article on the subject that sclentists
should have freedom to secure competent employees., He
also corresponded with Justin but, in this particular
instance, Laurent was too impatient to wailt for Justin's
answer, Article followed article. Journalists changed
his articles, and many of his friends and colleagues .

ml sinterpreted his ideas. In his distress, he called
for Justin to come. Justin fully supported Laurent after
he had read the original copiles,

Laurent was dismissed from work but was unconcerned
because the First World War was starting, so he enlisted
In the army. Justin came to tell Laurent good-bye.

This was the last time the two friends saw each other
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because Justin was killed in the war., They had remained
true in their friendship. _

"Suzanne et les jJeunes hommes"™ (1941)

This volume was published in Canada in 1941, In
thlis story the First World War had ended. Laurent, who
had married and hsd one child, was working in a laboratory.
Cecile, a concert pilanist of world renown, was asked to
glve concerts 1n many different countries. Joseph was
deep in money affairs,

Suzanne Pasquler was the central figure 1n thils
volume. She had become an actress. Suzanne attached
herself to Eric Vidame, the director of a small art
theatre. When she discovered that some of the leading
roles were to be played by someone else, Suzanne left
the theatre.

Philippe, the eldest member of the Baudoin family,
had been courting Suzanne and invited her to come to
live with them. The Baudoins had three boys and filve
glrls. The father had lost hls eyesight in the First
World War. The Baudoln family was talented but what
Impressed Suzanne most was the harmony and affection
that existed in the family. She enj]Joyed the walks,
parties, and picnics. All three boys thought she was
charming,

After two happy months, one of the Vidame troupse
came to ask Suzanne agaln to consider the theatre.
Within forty-eight hours she was on her way to South
America., She left the three Baudoin boys heartbroken
and in despalr., Suzanne feared that she herself had
missed 1life and the words, "Suzanne a perdu sa vie,"
kept golng through her mind.

"La Passion de Joseph Pasquier”™ (194}4)

.- This final volume was also published abroad in
194, Unlike Cecile, Laurent, and Suzanne, Joseph was
egotistical, brutal, and cynical, He used every means
possible to accumulate wealth so that his fortune became
colossal, Joseph had wealth, success, and a mistress
but not happiness. He invested heavily in Mexican oil



wells. Because of the Increasing expense in the oil
wells, Joseph sold them to an English financier at a
great loss. This was the beginning of reverses for
Joseph.,

‘Joseph neglected his family and chose material
possessions instead. His wife and daughter left, and
the youngest son jumped from a third-story window.
Lgurent, a doctor, was summoned to save this son who
was badly injJured. Some of Joseph'!s last words were:
"Je vais crever." This volume in particulsr stresses
Duhamel's lack of interest in material possessions.
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