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CHAPTER I

DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEM

I. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The purpose of thls study was to Investigate the
attitudes toward sportsmenshlp as held by high school
Junior and senior boys, as messured by a questlonnaires
containing certain situations occurring in sports.
Specifically this waes an investigation to gain insight
into?

1. Sportsmanshlip attitudes held by high school
boys having experlences In competition in
varslty athletices.

2. Sportsmanship attitudes held by high school
boys not having experlences 1n varsity athletlcs,

3. A comparison of the sportsmenship attitudes

of the two groups.
II. ASSUMPTIONS

For many years 1t has been assumed that particlipation
in athletlecs contributes to the development of sportsmanship
due to the fact that athletles pressnts situations which
I1nvolve the ethical judgement of partieclpants. Behavior

In a given sports sltuastion 1s designated as sportsmanlike



or unsportsmanlike by the society in which the behavior
occurs. The saﬁe act that may be deemed sportsmanlike

In one soclety may be Judged unsportsmanlike in another
soclety. Cultural Judgement of sportsmanlike behavior

may change with the mores of soeclety or from one geographlc
location to another.

Because there i1s no static definition of sportsman-
ship, 1t is very difficult to measure the qualities of
sportsmanship. Nevertheless there 1s a basic code of
ethics underlying all athletic competition. In the
measurement of these sportsmanship attitudes we can
perhaps be the most accurate if we measure attitudes
toward this underlyling code of ethics as found in certain

sports situations.
JTI. IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY

One of the stated objJectives of athletics 1s that
games, athletics and aquatics should sesk development
of the vital organs, insure functional skills of leisure
time, stimulate play and set high standards of behavior."l
While this is a very broad objectije, this study was
primarily concerned with the part of the objective that

states "to set high standards of behavior."

lTesse F. Williams, Principles of Physical Education
(Philadelphia: W. B. Saunder Company, 1957}, p. 243.




If the fimal portion of the objective is to be
accomplished, thére rmust be knowledge galned in regard
to the sportsmanshlp attitudes of adolescent boys. By
comparing the attitudes of the boys with no athletic
experience against the boys with athletic experliencs,
it may be discovered if the final portion of the obJectlive
is being fulfilled. The value of athletics can thus
be measured as contributing more or less to the objective
than a learning situation that may take place in the

classroom.

IV, SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The study included a survey of five hundred sixty
Kansas high school junior and senlor boys enrolled during
the 1967-68 school term. The schools included sixteen
of the 55 high schools in the state. A sampling of
four schools from each of the four groups of classification
was acquired., The range in school enrollment varied
from seventy to two thousand one hundred stuydents.

The study had several limitations, Pirst, it
included only five hundred sixty Kansas high school Junior
and senior boys. Secondly, the bojs were enrolled in
only sixteen Kansas public high schools, thus the parochial
high schools were not represented., A third limitation



was that no consideration was glven to the social or

economic poaltlon of the boys In the sample group.

VY. DEFINITION OF TERM3

Varsity athletae., The term refers to a Kansas high

school junior or senlor boy who has hed two or mors years
experience in varsity football, basketball, track, golf
or wrestling prior to the 1967-68 sehool year.

Non-athlete, Ths term refers to a Kansas high

school junior or senior boy who has not participated in

varsity athletles since entering the ninth grade.

Sportsmanship, Defined as "falr, courteous relations

and the graceful acceptancse of resﬁlts.“2 Applled to
athletic terms this means participation-in honest athletie
rivalry against an opponent who 1s at full strength and

the graceful acceptance of all rules and officlals' decislons,

Code of ethics. Defined as "the principles of

conduct governing an individual or éroup.”3 Uged in

reference to athletic¢ Individuals or grouﬁs.

2Webster's Seventh Colleglate Dictlionary
(Springfield, Mass.: G. and C. Merriam, 1963), p. Bib.

3rb1a., p. 285.



CHAPTER IT
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
I. PREVIOUS RESEARCH

Revliew of Research

Several studies have been dlrected at sportsmanship
and attitudes. Review of research also reveals various
methods, procedures and findings.

I-Iaszkins:’4 after studylng the term sportsmanship
found that 1t defles exact definitlons due to our ever
changing soclety. She tried to find a way to measure
sportsmanship and finally decided the best way would be
to use some type of problem solving test that would require
an Individual's ethical Judgement 1In certaln stated critical
sports situations.

Haskins complled 123 questions using the c¢ritical
incident technique to problem soliving. The questions
were presented to a jury of three men and two women physical
educators. The jury, using the critsria of 60 to 80 per
cent agreement, selected sixty questions as acceptable
to meassure sportsmanship attitudes, After further review

of the questions, Haskins made two, twenty-question

WMary Jane Haskins, "Problem Solving Test for
Sportsmanship,™ Research Quarterly, (December, 1940),
pp. 601=-606., .




sportsmanship tests, The tests were then administered to
one hundred twenty men and eighty women students selected
to see if this 'type of sportsmanship test could be used,

From the findings, Haskins made the following
conclusions:

1. Sportsmanship tests of this type can be used to
measure attitude behavior,

2. Students that had experience in physical education
activity and athletics seem to have a higher
standard of behavior.

3. Knowledge =snd intelligence help sportsmanship by
enabling participants to understand the rules and
regulations of the contest or game.

Several studles have been conducted that deal with
sportsmanship behavior at the elementary and junior high
school grade levels. The earllest study found dealing
with sportsmanship attitudes was by Hartshorne and Hay.s
They found, by the use of an attitude guestlonnaire,
that the attitudes of & large number of fifth, sixth,
seventh and eighth grade pupils in several New York schools
grew progressively worse as the puplls advanced to the
upper grades Iin school.

HcAfee6 while teaching at Monroe Junior High School

in Inglewood, California, performed a study with a group

SH. Hartshorne and M. A, May, Studies in Deceit
(New York: Macmillian, 1928), (MimeogFaphed.)

6robert McAfee, "Sportsmanship Attitudes of Sixth,
Seventh, and Elghth Grade Boys," Research Quarterly,
(March, 1955), p. 120, - '




of 857 sixth, seventh and elighth grade boys. Using a
twenty-1tem Sporfsmanship Preference Record Test and
readministering the test after six months, McAfes found
that the sportsmanship attitudes of the boys grew progres-
slvely worse from the sixth to the eighth grades. After

a retest for reliability on the test produced a reliabllity
coefficient of .80, McAfee reached the conclusion that

the sportasmanship objJectives were not belng accomplished

ag they should be at this grade level.

There have been two more recent studies that are
contradictory to the findings of Hartshorne and May and
McAfee, Sa},fm.ot.m7 conducted a study to see if participation
or non-participation by elementary school age boys in
little league baseball would affect their sportsmanship
attitudes. Using 114 boys who participated in little
league baseball in Atlantse, Georgla, and & sample group
of boys who 41d not perticipate, Seymour used a seriles
of separate classification tests to reach these ;onclusiona:

1. There was very little change in behavior of
perticipants in 1ittle league baseball.

2. There was no evldence of decline in sportsmanship
attitudes due to participation In little league
basebell,

3. The participants in 1ittle league baseball had

more desirable personallty tralts as rated by
their teachers.

7Emery Seymour, "Behavior Characteristies of Partici-
pants and Non-Participents in Little League Baseball,"
Research Quarterly, (October, 1956), pp. 338-346. ]




. The participants in little league baseball had
e higher level of soclal scceptance as rated by
thelr teachers and peer groups.

5. There was no indication of any desirsble or
undeslrsble characteristics belng developed by
participation in 11 ttle league baseball,

Another study by Bouyer8 Investigated how the
reading of twelve short sports stories to elementary
school puplls will influence thelr sportsmanship attitudes,
Using 213 fourth, fifth and sixth graders from two Oakland,
Californla, elementary schools and dlviding them 1nto
an experimental group that were read twelve short sports
storlies and a control group that dld not hear the storles,

Bouyer mskes these comparlsons of the two groups:

Group Chron, Age Mentsl Age 1.Q.
Experimental 130.3 137.0 105.1
Control 128.3 137.0 106.7
Difference 1.9 0.0 1.6

After the concluslon of the reedings to the
experimental group and the administration of & sports=-
manship test to both groups, Bouyer reasched these con-

clusions!

1. The reading of sports storles had llttle effect
on sportsmanship attltudes,

: BGeorge Bouyer, "Children's Concepts of Sportsman-
ship 1n the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Grades," Research

Quarterly, (October, 1963), pp. 282-287. .



« Play activities and literature are secondary in

the formation of sportsmanship attitudes.

« Play activities and stories do very little to

build spertsmanship.

Children that have & 1limited background in formation
of values wlll have poorer sportsmanship attitudes.
The classroom teacher 18 1n a good position to

help develop the proper values and sportsmanship.

« Thirty-two puplls picked at random from the test
group all gave similar definitions of sportsmanship
when agked to define the term.

oy Fow mn
-

In atterpting to explaln the attitudes of parents,
teachers and administrators toward elementary school
competitive athletics, Scott9 investigates attitudes.

Using a guestionnaire for esch different group and canvassing
1,099 pedple In the three groups, Scott reaches these
findings in regard to parents, teachers and administrators
attitudes toward elementary school competitive athletics:

1. The majority of the three populations are in
favor of competitlve sports at the elementary
level.

2. Parents are more favorable to elementary corpetltive
sports than are the administrators.

3. There 1s s wide range of opinion on whether there
should be elementary school competitive athletics.

}y. Men are more favorable than women to elementary
school athletlc competition.

5. Men with athletic experience favor elementary
competitive athletics more than men without athletic
experliencs,

9Phebe Martha Scott, "Attitudes Toward Athletlc
Competition in Elementary Schools,™ Research Quarterly,

(¥arch, 1953}, pp. 352-361. -
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Briddulph10 conducted a survey to Ilnvestigaste
what effect athletic particlipation has on the personsl.
and soclial adjﬁstment of high school boys. Briddulph
used 461 sophomore and junior boys from two Salt Lake
City, Utah, high schools as his subjects. PFlacing the
boys into an athleticslly superior end low group by the
use of the California Classification Test, he then
administered a test for personal adjustment and a test
fgr soclal adjustment. Results of the tests led Briddulph
tb these conclusions:

1. The superior athletic group showed a grester score
on the personal adjustment test,

2. The superior athletic group did not show a greater
score on the socisl adjustment test.

3. The superlor athletle group made higher grades
and possessed a two and one half point higher
average on I. Q. Tests,

h. Athletic achievement is a big factor in the personal
ad justment of a high school boy. Every attempt
should bs made to help all boys particlipate in
athletics of some natures

Several studises concerning the sportsmanship attitudes

of college youth have been conducted In recent years.

11

Kistler™™ of Louisiana State Unlversity conducted a study

1010well G. Briddulph, MAthletic Achlievement and
the Personal and Socclal Adjustment of High School Boys,"
Research Quarterly, (March, 1954}, pp. 1-T. _

11Joy W. Kistler, "Attitudes Expressed About Behavior
as Demonstrated in Certaln Specific Situations Occurring
in Sports," College Physical Educetion Proceedings, 1957,

p. S5. ]
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in his baslc physlcsl education classes by the use of a
sports questionhaire based on the eritical incident tech-
nique. Three hundred freshman and sophomore men and one
hundred fourteen women were asked 1If they approved of
behavior of partlclipants as described in ten specific
gsports sltuations. They were also asked why they approved
or dlsapproved 1n each lnstance. The individusls were
further instructed that in most iInstances the behavior
represented practices employed for the purpose of gaining
an advantage and that in most cases the behavior violated
the spirlit of rules for that particulsr sport, if not the
actusl rules themselves,

Bagsed on the analysis of data secured from the
random sampling the followlng generalizations could be
made ¢

1. Approximately one-third of the men approved of
actual deception to gain an advantage over an
opponent,

2. More than one-half the men approved of the practice
of taking advantage of an official when it would
benefit him or be to hls own advantage.

3. Sixty per cent of the men approved of deliberately
bresking the rules when it appears something mlght
be M"salvaged™ out of a bad situation by so doing.

. About one-third of the men approved of "putting
the pressure" on the official by boolng or razzing
hima -

5. Twenty-three per cent of the men did not think it
improper to boo a player attempting to shoot a
free throw 1n basketball.

6. Three~-fourths of the men approved of tactics
designed to throw a player off his game if this
could be accomplished,
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7. Three-fourths of the women lndicated 1t was not
thelr responsibility to tell the official in
volleyball that they touched the net undetected.

8. One-fourth of the women belleved 1t sportsmanlike
to make so much noise that the football team on
offense could not hear the signals.

9. Athletes have a poorer attitude about sportsmanship
as defined in thilis study than those who have not
particlpated In varsity athletics at the high
school level,

Another study employlng a different testing technlque
seems to support Kistler's findings. Booth.l2 used the
Minnesota Multiphaslc Personality Inventory (M.M.P.I.)
to compare the attitudes of: 1) Freshman and upper class
athletes and non-athletes. 2) Freshman and varsity athletes
who particlipated In only team sports as compared to freshman
and varsity athletes who participated in only 1individual
sports. Uslng a Grinnell college sample group that conslsted
of slxty-three freshman and seventy-eight varsity athletes
and seventy-one freshman and seventy-four upper cless
non-athletes, Booth reaches these conclusions:

1, As measured by the M.M,P.I. the attitudes of the
athletes were significantly worse than the non-
athletes.

2. The attltudes of the athletes who participated
in individual sports was significantly better
than the athletes who particlpated 1n team sports.

3. The attltudes of the athletes in varsity team

sports was signiflcently worse than the freshman
athletes 1n team sports. '

12g. 6. Booth, "Personallty Tralts of Athletes as
Measured by the M,M.P.I.," Research Quarterly, (Fay,
1958), pp. 127-138, ]
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Bowersl3 conducted a survey similar to Kistler's,
Using a basic pﬁysichl education eclass at Louisiana State
University, Bowers dlvided the class into a group with
at least one year of varsity participation at the high
school level and another group with no athletic experience
at the high school varsity level, He then admninistered
a ten item questionnalre using the eriticel incident
technique and gave the test group the cholce of responding
if the action was highly desirsble, desirable, undesirable,
highly undesirable or no opinion. An analysis of the
sportsmanship attitudes of these 119 freslman men reveals
the following:

1, Sixty-seven per cent of the students rated faking
& football injury to stop the clock as undesirable
or highly urdesirable,

2. Elghty-saven per cent of the men felt that admitting
when asked by an officlal in a basketball game
that he deflected a pass out of bounds was highly
desirable or a desirable act.

3. Only nine per cent of the men rated not counting
a penalty stroke for improving the lie of a golf
ball when rules call for 1t as highly desirable
or undesirsble.

. Eighty-nine per cent of the men felt that reporting
a mistake iIn a golf score even though 1t disquallfied
them from a tournament victory was highly desirable
or desirable,

5. Sixty-six per cent of those questioned rated
throwing high and inside at a batter 1n order
to move him away from the plate as belng highly
deslrgble or desirable.

13Louis E. Bowers, "An Investigation of Sportsmanship
Attltudes_Held by Adolsscent Boys," (Psychology Ressarch
Paper, L. S. U., Baten Rouge, Loulslana, January, 196L4).



6. Thirty-two per cent designated refraining from
palming a basketball 1n a game even though the
referee could not detect it as belng undesirable
or highly undesirabls.

7. Reactlons from the two test groups showed no
apprecliabls difference iIn the attitudes of the
group with or of the group without varsity athletlc
experlence.

Pearson;u tested for sportsmanship attitudes In
atate and denomlnatlional colleges and the difference 1in
attltudes of athletes and non-athletes in these schools,
The athletic test group was composed of seventy-eight
athletes and thirteen coaches in the state colleges and
slxty athletes and twelve coaches in the denominatlonal
colleges. The group of non-athletes was taken from three
upper divislon men and women physical educatlion classes
In each school tested.

Using a twenty question "Action-Cholce Test for
Competitive Sports Situations," with a retest reliability
computed st .93, Pearson reachsd these concluslons:

l. Denomlnational colleges do not promote sportsman-
like attltudes 1in basketball players any more
than state colleges.

2. Thers was no significant relationshlp between
sportsmenliks attitudes and number of years of
varslty experlence.

3., There was no significant relatlonship between

the sportsmanship attitudes of players and those
of thelir own coach.

Wponald ¢. Pearson, MAttitudes of athletes of State
and Denominational Colleges Toward Sportsmanship,®
(unpublished Doctorsl theslis, The Unlverslty of Arkansas,
Fayetteville, 1966) .
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4. There was no significant difference in the sports-
manship attitudes expressed by non-athletes attending
elther a state or denomlnational college.

5. No significant difference in sportsmanlike attitudes
was found between athletes or non-athletes.

6. The female non-athletes had a much better attitude
toward sportsmanship than the male non~athletes.

IT. SUMMARY

Relation of the Proposed Study to the Previous Research

The implications of the previous research show
that some studies iIndicated a problem in sportsmanshilp
aétitudes of boys. Previous research in six of the studles
cited indicates a very small problem in the sportsmanship
attltudes of elementary and adolescent age boys. Four
studies cited, however, indicated that a sportsmanship
problem does exlst among elemsntary and adolescent age
boys.

Previous research avallable, comparing the sports-
manship attitudes of the athletes and non-athletes,
indicates in five studles that no significant sportsmanship
problem exists. Three of the studles, however, indicated
that the athletle experlence group possessed significantly
poorer sportsmanship attitudes than the group without
athletic experience.

By using simlar methods and procedures as revealed
in the review of research, enough information was obtained

to measure the spoftSmanship attitudes of Kansas high



school junlor and senlor boys 1n order to determlne if
ths Kansas sampling possesses a positive or negative

attitude in regard to sportsmanship,

16



CHAPTER IIT
PROCEDURE
I. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of thils study was to lnvestigate the
attitude toward sportsmanship as held by high school
Junlor and senlor boys as measured by certaln situations
cecurring in sporta. For this purpose a questionnailre
was formulated and distributed to sixteen Kansas high
schools, The schools represented in the survey were
chosen from four geographle areas running north and south
" with one school from each class-~AA, A, B and BB-=-
representing each area. The football or basketball cocaches

at these schools administered the questionnaire,
II. SUBJECTS

The subjects used in this study were five hundred
8ixty Junior and senlor boys enrolled in slxteen Kansas
publie high schools. In the eight class AA and A schools
surveyed, a sampling of fifty boys was used. From this
group of fifty boys, the twenty~-five athletes had competed
in at least two years of varsity athletiecs and the twenty-
flve non-athletes had no varslty athlstic experiences

8ince entering the ninth grade, execept for the required
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physical education classes, The range in enrollment of
the schools used in this classification was from 2,100
to 269 students in the upper three grades. In the eight
class B and BB schools used 1n this study a sampling of
twenty junlor and senior boys was used because of the
small number of students In the schools., From this group
of twenty, ten were athletes and ten were non-athletes,
The range 1n enrollment of these schools was from two
hundred six to seventy students In the upper three grades.
The test sempling included two hundred eighty boys classed
as athletes because of thelr participation in varsity
athletles and two hundred elighty boys classes as non-
athletes because they were not participating in varsity
athletics at thg high school level, The non-athletes
were 8Selected from the following areas of typlcal student
enrollment: English, social studles or mathematics classes

or s tU.dy hall,
ITI. TESTIRG DEVICE

A questionnalre containing ten critical incidents
occurring in sports was formulated using the critical

incident technique. This technlique was devised originally

16

by Haskinsl5 and modified and used by Bowers™™ and

16Bowers, op. cit.

lsﬂgskins, op. clt,
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Pearsonl7 in their respective studies. The test qQuestions
involved situations occurring in sports that hinged on
rule infractions or situaticns that would help galn an
advantage over an opponent. These situations included
incidents in the seven sports of footbell, basketball,
track, golf, tennis, wrestling and baseball.

In order to disguise the exact purpose of the test,
the title given the questionnaire was: "Survey of Behavior
Occurring in Various Sports Situastions." The decision
for each gquestion required the use of each individual's
othical judgement. The individual had the cholce of
Judging each specific situation as highly acceptable,
acceptable, hlighly unacceptable or give & no opinion
response. The test results for each of the subjects
were tabulated to find the total nmumber of responses

in each area for each of the ten guestions.
IV. TESTING PROCEDURES

On January 2, 1968, a letter was sent to the head
football or basketball coaches of the sixteen Kansasa high
schools chosen to take part in the surveﬁ. The participating
coach was asked to administer the test guestionnalre to

a specified number of jJunior and senlior boys In the school

17Pearson, op. cit,
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depending upon the school ¢lsssification. A definlition
of the term athlete and non-athlete as established by
thls study was stated for the purpose of c¢larification.
The coaches were asked to reply within one week by
returning the enclosed pre-nddressed post card. Thirteen
schools replied sfflirmatively within one week and three
alternate schools chosen replied affirmatively the following
week,

By the middle of January, 1968, packets containing
the directions and the proper mumber of questionnaires
were sent to each of the partlcipating schools. An enclosed
pre~addressed and postage pald lebel was enclosed in each
packet to be used to return the packet. By early February,
1968, all the packets were returned and results of the

quastions tabulated.
V. TREATMENT OF DATA

The treatment of dates involved computing the frequency
and percentages of responses in each of the categories
of highly acceptable, accepteble, highly unacceptable
and no opinion for each question for each group and for
the totzl sample. Further, computation of a chl square
test was made for each teét item to find out if a
significant difference exlsts between the responses of

the group with varsity athletlc experlence end the group



with no varslity athletic experience. Following 1s the

chl square formula as outlined by Jarrettola

1BHenry E. Jarrett, Statistics in Psycholo and
Education {Mew York: David McKay Company, Inc., I%ESS,
PP. 253-254.

2 = (fofge)a

2

fo frequency of occurrence of observed facts

fe expected frequency of oc¢currence on same hypothesis

21



CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATICN OF DATA
I. INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study was to investligate the
sttitude toward sportsmanship as held by high school
Junior and senlor boys, as messured by a questionnalre
contalning certaln situatlions occurring in sports. Mors
speclfically thls was an Investigation to galn insight
into the sportsmanship attitudes held by high school
boys having experiences in competition 1ln varsity athletics;
the sportsmanship attitudes held by boys not having
experiences in varsity asthletics; a comparison of the
sportsmanship attltudes of the two groups.

There was a statlistical analysis computed in studying
the comparitive differences of high school athletes and
non-athletes attitudes towerd sportsmanshlip. This
statisticel method was chl square as outlined by Jarrett,1?

A ten question questionnaire provided the necessary

data for the comparisons.

191v14d., pp. 253-297.
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II. ANALYSIS BY GROUP OF THE FOUR CLASSIFICATIONS
OF KANSAS HIGH SCHOOLS

In a study such as thls one 1t 1s common to first
announce that the null hypothesls 1s belng tested, Through
such a devlics as the null hypothesls the reseasrcher 1is
bound to state that no difference exists between groups,

If a slgnificant dlifference 1s reached, the null hypothesls
can be rejected. But 1f the difference 1s not significant,
the null hypothesis can be retalned,

For an analysls of thls sectlon the sample popula-
tlon wes placed Into two groups: athletes and non-athletes,
The two groups were further divided into the four groups
used for school classiflcation by the Kansas State
Activities Assoclation during the 1967-68 school yeér,

Tables T, IT, IIT, end IV show the results of the question-
naire tabuleted by population for each school classificsation,
Each question of the gquestionnsire in the four groups

of c¢lassification was subjected to the chl square formmla

and afforded the investigastor the evlidence for the findings
1llustrated on Table V. ’

Following 1s a discusslon of the findings on Table V
&3 revealed by each question in each separate area of

classification,
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TABLE T

CLASS AA - TABULATION SHEET

ATHLETES NON-ATHLETES
Ques, Hig?%y Acc. gig&i? Ogﬁgion ‘ﬁigg?y Acc, EiESZ? Qp?gion
1. 7 57 27 9 0 60 31 9
2. 1 3 93 3 0 1 96 3
3. 13 53 25 9 3 59 26 12
L. 11 33 47 9 3 25 59 13
5. 7 12 70 11 3 14 76 7
6. 7T L0 L9 L 3 2 55 17
7. 19 L2 37 2 5 50 2y 21
8. 33 59 8 0 2 56 16 4
9. 1l 31 52 6 3 38 43 16
10. 35 48 15 2 2l 48 15 13
Totals 14} 378 423 L3 68 376 Ll 115
11. Juniors-68 Seniors-32 Juniors~72 Seniors-28
12. Totel Athletes - 100 Total Non-Athletes - 100

e




25

TABLE II

CLASS A - TABULATION SHEET

ATHLETES NON-ATHLETES
H ghly . Hghly Xo Highty Highly No
Ques, Acc., Acc. Unace. Opinion Acc. Acc. Unace. Opinion
1. 10 62 27 1 5 L8 35 12
2. 1 2 92 5 0 5 86 9
3. 9 59 2L 8 2 AT 36
. 9 4l 38 12 6 3L y2 18
5. 1 12 80 7 2 20 67 11
6. 13 40 37 10 6 29 57 8
Te 25 42 26 7 13 Ly 29 1
8. 3 57 11 1 22 53 18 7
9. 8 30 56 6 7 25 53 15
10. 34 56 10 0 17 45 27 11
Totals 141 401 L0l o7 80 357 450 113
11, Juniors-23 Seniors=T7 Juniors-30 Seniors-70

12, Total Athletes - 100 Total Non-Athletes - 100
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TABLE III

CIASS B - TABULATION SHEET

ATHLETES NON-ATHLETES

Hlghly Hghly No W ghly Hghly No

Ques. Acc., Acc., Unece. Opinion Acc. Acc. Unacc. Oplnion
1. 1 21 10 2 o 18 18 L
2. 2 1 36 1 0 0 Lo 0
3. L 17 13 6 1 1 21 h
L. T 21 10 2 2 26 5
5. 1 3 3 Y 0 3 33 b
6. 5 17 13 5 1 10 27 2
7. 7 13 15 5 0 13 22 5
8. 11 21 3 2 é 2L 7 3
9. 5 1y 18 3 0 B H] 20 6
10. 20 17 1 2 6 16 14 M
Totals 66 151 151 32 16 119 228 37

11, Juniors-25 Senlors-15 Juniors-22 Senlors-18

12, Totel Athletes - L0 Total Non-Athlstes - [0




et

TABLE IV

CLASS BB - TABULATION SHEET

ATHLETES NON-ATHLETES
Highly Hghly No H ghly Hoghly No
Ques. Acc. Acc., Unacc, Opinion Acc., Ace. Unace, Opinion
1, 1 25 9 5 0 20 18 2
2. 0 0 38 2 0 3 36 1
3, b 21 14 1 5 15 15 5
L. 9 16 11 ] 2 17 18 3
5. 2 7 30 1 L 3 32 1
6. L 18 17 1 2 12 23 3
To 11 18 10 1 L 18 16 2
8. 19 18 1 2 6 25 T 2
9. 2 1 21 3 2 16 19 3
10, 18 22 0 0 6 21 9 b
Totals T0 159 151 20 31 150 193 26
11, Juniors-13 Seniors-27 Juni ors-20 Senlors-20

12, Total Athletes - L0 Total Non-Athletes - L0
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CHI SQUARE ANALYSIS OF THE FOUR CLASSIFICATIONS
OF KANSAS HIGH SCHOOLS

Question AA A B BB
1, 7.32 13,7 2%% 5.74 5.82
2. 2.04 3.62 5.22 3.40
3. 6.60 7.06 h.3Y4 3.80
L. 7.72 2.6l 16,884 6.28
<. 2.86 2,18 1.00 2.32
6. 13Dl 9.12% 10.58+# 3.76
7. 27.36%% 6.28 8,324 .96
8. 8.16% 8.00% 5.20 12,5l
9. 10,66 L.Lh 6.10 .22
10, 10,10% 25 . 58au 19 L4 B4 19 ,02:#
#To be significant at the .05 level with 3dr=7.82

#2To be

significant at the .01 level with 3df=1l,35
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Class AA High School. When the class AA high

schools! responses were subjected to the chl square formula,
a figure not significant was obtalned on questions 1
through 5. To be significant at the .05 level, a figure

of 7.82 was required and to be significant at the .01

level, a figure of 11,35 was required with the degrees

of freedom (df) equal to three., Questions &6 and 7 were
highly significant at the ,01l level with an obtained

return of 13.hh and 27.36 respectively. Questions 8,

9, end 10 were significent et the .05 level--all being

over the 7.82 required for significance at this level.

Class A High School. 1In the class A high schools

subjected to the questionnaire and the chi square formula
for compsrison of each group, a non-significant figure
was obtalned on questions 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 and 9, This is
better than the previous group. Questions 1 and 10 were
13,72 and 25.58 respectively and were highly silgnificant
at the .01 level belng over the 11,35 figure required

for significance, Questions 6 and 8 were significant

at the .05 level beilng over the 7.82 figure necessary

for significance,

Class B High School, When the class B high schools
were subjected to the chl square formula, & non-significant

figure was obtained on questions 1, 2, 3, 5, 8 and 9.
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This 1s somewhst equal to the class A group and better
than the e¢lass AA group. Two questlons were highly
significant at the .01 level, these being questions |
end 10 which showed figures of 16.88 end 19.48, both
over the slgnificant figure at this level of 11.35.
Questions 6 end 7 were significent at the .05 level,
both being over the 7.82 figure necessary for significance

at this levsl.,

‘ Cless BB High School. When the cless BB high

schools were subjected to the chl square formula, & non-
significent fligure was obtalned for all the questions
except questions 8 and 10 which were highly significant

at the .01 level. The 12.54 ard 19.02 figures respectively

were over the 11.35 flgure necessary for significance.,

ITT. ANWALYSIS BY CHI SQUARE OF THE TOTAL
KANSAS HIGH SCHOOL SAMPLE GROUP

The analysis process for the totel sample populatlion
wes to plece into two groups, athletes and non-athletes,
the total population sempling as illustrated on Table VI,
Each question of the questionnal re was subjected to the
ehl square formila which afforded the investigator the
evidence for the findings i1llustrated on Tabie Vir.

Table VITI shows a listing of the ten questions and the
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TABLE VI

FINAL TABULATION OF TEST SAMPLINGS OF THE
ATHLETIC AND NON-ATHLETIC EXPERIENGED
KANSAS HIGH SCHOOL GROUP

ATHLETES NON-ATHLETES
W ghly Hghly TNo H ghly Hghly Ro
Ques., Acc., Acc, Unace, Opinion Aec, Acc, Unacc, Opinion
1. 19 171 73 17 5 146 102 27
2, It 6 259 11 0 g 258 13
3. 30 150 76 2L 11 142 98 29
b, 36 111 106 27 13 83 W5 39
5. 11 3 212 23 9 Lo 208 23
6. 29 115 116 20 12 76 162 30
7o 62 115 88 15 22 125 91 L2
8. 97 155 23 5 58 158 48 16
9. 26 89 147 18 12 93 135 ;0
10. 107 143 26 L 53 130 65 32
Totals 421 1089 1126 16l 195 1002 1312 291

11, Juniors-129 Senlors-151 Juniors-1L4ly Seniors-136
12, Total Athletes - 280 Total Non-Athletes - 280
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TABLE VII

THE CHI SQUARE ANALYSIS SHOWING THE SIGNIFICANT
DIFFERENCES IN THE ATTITUDE QUESTIONNAIRE
RESPONSES OF THE KANSAS HIGH SCHOOCL
ATHLETES AS COMPARED TO THE KANSAS
HIGH SCHOCL, NON-ATHLETES

. Question Total
1. 17 225
2. . 5,16
3. 12,064
h . 11016'“'
5. .68
6 . 2'4'26**
Te 32.18m»
8. 2l 6
9. 1} ., 08

10, 57 .28

#T0 be significant at the .05 level with 3df=7.82
##To be significant at the .0l level with 3dr=11.35
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significent differences found in the total sampling of

all two hundred éighty athletes as compared to all two
hundred eighty non-athletes.

The results of the comparison reveals & non-
slgnificant figure was obtseined on only two of the ten
questions of the total sampling. These questions numbered
2 and 5 were concerned with improving the 1lie of the
golf ball while not adding & penmlty stroke and "booing"
an opponent while attempting a free throw during a basket-
ball game. Neither group tended to rate this action as
acceptable. Since these are overt acts that society
generally judges as unsportsmanlike, then the non-significent
reaction seems loglcel.

On one of the remasining eight questions the frequence
of responses of the athletic and non-athletic experlenced
groups differed at the .05 level of significance, Questlon
}} was concerned with faking an injury during a football
game, when your team has no timeouts, so the clock will
stop and g substitution cen be made, The mthletlc experlence
‘group tended to think this was acceptable, Whlle faking
an Injury is a violation of the rules in football, 1t 1s
a very difficult and somewhat imposéible actlon to detect,

The frequency of responses on the remalning seven
questions-1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10--al]1 differed at the

01 level of significance. The athletlic experlence group
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tended to rate all of these following actions as more
acceptable then did the non-athletic experience group.

l. Stelling in a wrestling match after gaining
a lead against & superlor opponent.

2. Using stalling tactics to upset an opponent
during a tennis match.

3, Pretending to tag second base in order to
speed your throw to first so that your team can get more
double plays in baseball,

4. Intentionally fumbling the football into the
end zone on fourth down in hopes your team will recover
for a touchdown in footbsall.

5. Intentionally fouling an opponent going In
for a layup durlng a basketball game.

6. "Boxing™ an opponent in during a race in track,
so that your teammate can win the race,

7. Intentionally bouncing the ball off your opponent's
leg In basketball when trappsd so that your team may
retain the basketball and play 1t in bounds,

Of these seven questions only questlon number 1,
which had to do with stalling in wrestling, 1s a clear
cut rule violatlion. The other six questlons--numbers 3,
6, 7, 8, 9 and 10--are "borderline" rule infractions or
situations that hinge on gaining an advantage over an

opponent, The tendency in the responses of the athletic
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experience group seems to be Interpreted as "good strategy”
by the individugl wishing to do so.

Further examination of the data on Table V reveals
the frequency of responses in the different classes of
schools to be of interest. The class AA schools reveal
a significant difference at the .01l level on questions 6
and 7 and at the .05 level of significance on questions 8,
9 and 10, The class A schools differed at the .05 level
of significance on questions 6 and 8 and at the .01 level
of significance on questions 1 and 10, The class B schools
likewise differed on four questions, two at the .05 level
of significance and two at the .01 level of significance.
In the class B group, questions 6 and 7 show a significance
at the .05 level and questions ; and 10 at the .01 level.
The c¢lass BB group differed on only two questions and
both at the .01 level of significance, these being questions
8 and 10.

The c¢hl square figurss would be non-significanf
on five of the responses in the class AA group, six in
the class A and class B group and eight in the class EB
group., The larger the school the mors significant ths
differsnces in responses ssemed to be at the .05 and .01

level of significance.



36
IV, ANALYSIS BY PERCENTAGES OF THE TOTAL
KANSAS HIGH SCHOOL SAMPLE GROUP

An analyéls of the sportamanshlp attitude responses
of the 560 subjects to the ten sports sltuations reveals
the following percentages to be of particular interest:

l., Sixty-one per cent of the subjects bellave 1t
highly acceptable or acceptable to stall in a wrestling
match.

2. Only thrse per cent of the subjects belleve
1t highly acceptable or acceptable to lmprove your lis
in the rough in a golf match.

3. Pifty-nine per cent of the subjscts belleve
it highly acceptabls or acceptable to "rattle™ your opponent
in 2 tennis matech by using stalling tactices.

4. Forty-two per cent of the subjects belleve
i1t highly acceptuble or acceptable to fake an injury in
football to stop the clock 1n case there were no time
outs left,

5. Only ssventeen per cent of the subjects belleved
\it highly acceptable or acceptsble to ™boo™ an opponent
shooting a free throw 1n basketball,

6. Forty-one per cent of ths subjects believe it
highly acceptable or acceptable to fake a tag of the base
in baseball, |
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7. Pifty-elght per cent of the subjects belleve
i1t highly acceptﬁble or acceptable to fumble the football
Into the end zohe 1In hopes of recovering and scoring e
touchdown on fourth down.

8, Eighty-four per cent of the subjects believe
it highly ascceptable or acceptable to foul a basketball
playser intentionally to prevent him from making a sure
layup,

9., Thirty-nlne per cent of the subjJects belleve
it highly mcceptable or acceptable to "box" an opponent
in during a track race.

10, Seventy-seven per cent of the subjects believe
it highly acceptable or acceptable to use your opponent
in basketball by bouncing the ball off hils leg in case

he has you trapped in a comer and you cennot maneuver.
V. DISCUSSION

In discussing the results of this study 1t should
be polnted out that no ettempt was made to morally Judge
'the responses of the athletes and the non-athletes since
1t was stated earller that sportsmanship has no static
definitlon., A definition of sportsmanship has been pressnted
as the basis of the formulatlon of the attitude question-
nalra end as a frame of reference to those not familiar

with sports activities,
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It is important to understand that the findlng of
a significant difference between the frequency of rBSponseé
In & certain sports sltuation as a result of a chl square
test does not necessarily imply that participation or
non=-participation in varsity athletics was the cause,
The two groups involved not only differed in athletic
participation, but also in religion, family econqmic
background and physical education experiences as well
as educational background. The difference bsing compared
in this study, namely athletic competition participatlion
or non-participation, is the most loglcal variable

associated with sportamanship attituds,



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND HECOMMENDATIONS
IT. INTRODUCTION

As stated in the beginning the purpose of thls
study was to investigate the attitudes toward sportsmanship
as held by high school junlor and senlor boys as measured
by a questionnaire contsining certaln critical situations
oczurring in sports. More specifically an attempt was
made to gain 1nsight into the sportamanship attlitudes
held by high school boys having experiences in varsity
athletics and those high scheol boys not having experlences
in athleties, and further to compare the sportsmanship
attitudes of the two groups.

A sample population of five-hundred sixty Kansas
high school junior and senlor boys were adminlistered a
quastlonnalre that lnvolvad responding to questions about
eritical situations that occur in sports. Two-hundred
elghty of the sample population were identified in this
satudy as athletes asnd two-hundred elghty were ldentified
as non-athletes for the purpose of comparing the responses
of each group, To insure an equal cross section of schools,
the atate was divided 1Into four aress running north to

south. One school represented each classification of
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school in each area. A total of sixteen Kansas high

schools, four from each group of classification, participated

In this study, -
ITI. FINDINGS

From the chl square and percentage results of the
response of the sample group, the followlng findings can
be drawn in regard to the sportamanship atti tudes of Kansas
high school junior and senlor boys as defined by this
séudy.

1. Neither group wlll partake In an overt action
of unsportsmanllike behavior.

2. The sportsmanship attitudes of the total athletic
experlence group differsed significantly from the attitudes
of the non-athletlc group in elght of the ten sports
gltuations,

3. The sportsmanship attitudes of the athletic
experience group differed more significantly in the larger
schools than in the smaller schools.

j. The athletic experience group would have a
greater tendency to approve of a contestant taking advantage
of a "borderline" situation occurring in sports than the

non-athletic experience group.
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5. The larger the school the more likely the
tendency to take advantage of the "borderline™ situation
occurring Iin sports by the athletic experience group.

6. As defined by this study the sportsmanship
attitudes of the athletle experlence group is significantly
more negative than the group without athletic experlencs.

T. It 1s possible that varsity athletlics as they
are presently belng conducted In our high aschools do not

contribute toward sportsmanship development.

1

III. CONCLUSIONS

The findings of thls study may not appear slarming
considering that the athletic experience group has been
thrown into more situations in sports that required
irmmediate action, Only one question that was a definite
rule violatlion did thls group judge as an acceptable
act., That involved stalling in wrestling which 1s a
very difficult violation to detsct.

The finding that the responses were more significant
In the athletlic experience group ln the larger schools
can possibly be explained. The competition 1s keener
and the coaches more experiénced in the larger schools.
Tn other words because of better coaching the athletes
are better instructsed in exploliting the weakness of their
opponents wlthin the letter of the rmles.
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IV. RECOMMENDATIONS

It is recommended that further investigation into
the relationship of sportsmanshlp attitude responses in
simllar "real 1ife™ situations be made since sportsmanship
is of little practical valus after one's sports competition
days are over unless 1t has a carry over value in other
areas of life.

A second recommendation is that there should bhe
further investigstion of the sportsmanship attitudes
of Kansas high school boys at various grade levels to
see¢ what relationship sportsmanship attltude has to
maturity of the boy.

Thirdly, beings the sportsmanship attitudea of
the athletic group was seemingly more negative in the
larger schools, further astudy 1s recommended of the sporta-
manship attitudes of either the coaches or the athletes |
in the larger schools as compared to the smaller schools,
In other words why a more significant difference in the
sportsmanship atti tudes of the boys in thellarger schools
as compared to the sportsmanship attitudes of the boys
in the smaller schools,

And a final recommendati on would be to compare
the sportsmanship attitudes of high school boys competing

only in individual sports as compsred to the sportsmanship



attitudes of high school boys competing only in team

sports.
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Clay Center Cormunity High School
Clay Center, Kansas 67432

Dear

Y am completing work on my masters degree 1n
Physical Education at Kansas State Teachers College.
I soliclt your help 1n conducting a survey in your school
of Junior and senlor boys classed as athletes
and boys classed as non-athletes, The athletes
must have competed 1n at least one varsity sport for
a perlod of two years. Varsity sports include football,
basketball, track, golf, wrestling or tennis. The non-
athletes mist be boys who have not competed in any varsity
sports since entering the ninth grade. These non-athletes
could be from any one of four areas of typlcal student
enrcllment, such as English, soclal studies, mathematics
or study hall.

If you cen take part 1ln this survey, please check
the enclosed post card and return 1t to me wlthin a week.
Upon recelpt of the post card, I will send you a packet
eontalning the fifty or twenty survey sheets to administer
end & self addressed, postage pald return envelope. The
test should tgke between fifteen and twenty minutes to
adminlster.

Many thanks for your cooperation,

Mike Rogers
MR:bac

Enclosures
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Dear

The followlng questionnaire can easily be administered
in fifteen minutes. You may administer to one large group
or smaller groups ln your various classes or study halls.
The questionnaire 1s intended generally to check the
gportsmanship attitudes of Junior and senior boys and .
more Specifically to compare the attitudes of the athletes
and the non-athletes,

Therefore, as you administer the questionnaire,
follow these simple instructions:

l. Tell the boys to read the directions carefully
and that the questions require ethical Judgement.

2. Have the athletes ¢ircle YES on question number
twelve. Remember the athletss are presently or have
been a member of a varsity football, basketball, track,
wrestling, golf or tennis team thls past year., You
should have boys In this class.

3. BHave the non-athletes ecirecle NO on question
number twelve. Remember these are boys who have not
been a member of a varslty athlete team for at least
& couple of years or since the ninth grade. You
should have boys in this cless, If they
have gone out for & sport or sports and qult, they
are non-athletes,

Please return the questionnaire.in a week or ten
days., Just paste the enclosed label and postage over
the 014 label and postage. The packet was sent at
third class rates, but must be returned at first class
rates. The copy marked extra is for you to take and
keep 1f you please. If you want a copy of a summation
of the thesis due next summer, please send a note in
the packet.:

Many, many thanks for your time and effort. If I
can ever be of help to you, let me know.

Thanks agaln,

Mike Rogers S
Clay Center Community High School
Clay Center, Kansas 67432

COMMENTS 3
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A. Survey of Behavior Occurring in
. Various Sports Situations

Directions

The following ten incidents may occur in varlous
sports., You are to place yourself 1n the situation described
and then mark one of the four alternatives that best
reflect your feslling in regard to the situation. Place
an X 1n the space of the alternative you prefer for each
question.

l. You are engaged 1In a wrestllng match with a superlior
opponent. You fortunately gein a 2-0 sdvantage early in
the matech., It 1s the Intent of the rules in wrestling to
prevent stalling, but 1f you can stall the remasining time,
the match will be yours. So you fake holds and use other
8talling tactlics to consume time to enable you to win the
match. How would you Judge your actions?

-Hlghly Acceptable Acceptable
Highly Unacceptable No Opinion

2. You are particlipating in an important golf match.

You drive your ball into the rough. The rules state

"that the ball cannot be moved in the rough without adding
a stroke penalty." Unknowing to your opponent and since
he 18 out of slght, you contend the rough hasn't been

cut recently and you declide to lmprove the lie of the

ball so that you can get a good second shot. You do not
add the stroke penalty to your score. How would you Judge
your action?

Highly Acceptable Acceptable
Highly Unacceptable No Opinion

3., You are participating in a tennls match for the clty

championship. You lost the first set by & score of 6-3,

You realize that by using delsylng tactics such as tlelng
your shoe, or stopping to wipe the perspiration off your

face, you can throw your opponent off his game. By using
these tactics to irritate your opponent, you win the



next two sets and the match. How would you judge your
actiona?

Hli ghly Acceptable Acceptable
Hi. ghly Unacceptable No Opinion

h. You are participating in a champlonship football game
and the score 1s 1l3-13 in favor of your opponents. With
fifteen ssconds remalning in the game, your team has the
ball on your opponent's ten yard llne, fourth down and
goal to go to score and no time outs left. You fake an
Injury knowing that the rules state that the clock must
stop, and you must leave the fleld for at least one play,
This enables your field goal kicker to enter the game and
kick a fleld goal, Your team wins 16-1l;. How would you
Judge your actions?

Highly Acceptable Acceptable
Highly Unacceptable No Opinion

5. You are a spectator at a basketball game with your
school’s biggest rival. You participate in "boolng" the
rlval's players everytime one of them attempts a free
throw. You do this so the opponents willl get rattled
and miss the free throw thus glving your team a better
chance to win. How would you judge your action?

Highly Acceptable Acceptable
Highly Unacceptabls No Opinion
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6. You are a second baseman on & baseball team. According

to the rules you must step on or tag the base before
throwing to flrst base for a double play. Thils tag forces
the runner out going from first to second base. You have
developed a tachnlque that 1s very hard for the umplre

to detect, where you pretend to touch second base, before
you throw to firat. Thils "pretend® tag speeds your throw
to first base enabling your team to get more double plays
each season., How would you judge your actlon?

H ghly Acceptable Acceptable
Highly Unacceptable No Opinion

T. Your team 1s behind 7-6 and has the football on your
opponsnt's three yard llne, fourth down, gosl to go with



just a few minutes remaining to play. You carry the
football and get hit just a few feet short of the goal,
Before the referee's whistle blows the ball dead, you
intentionally fumble the ball into the end zone in hopes
that a team mate will recover the fumble for a touchdown,
How would you judge your actlon?

Highly Acceptable Acceptable
Hi ghly Unacceptable No Opinlon

8. During a close basketball game your opponents steal
the ball and have you outnumbered two on one at their

end of the court. To prevent your opponents from scoring
en almost certain field goal, you intentlonelly foul one
of them before the shot so they wlll have only one free
throw attempt and your team will be 1In & better position
to rebound. How would you judge your action?

Hi ghly Acceptable Acceptabls
Highly Unacceptable No Opinion

9. ™Boxing®™ an opponent in track is keeping him hemmed
in so he cannot run his usual race. During a {40 yard
race you realize that you cannot win so you decide to
help your teammate win the race. You teke an early lead
in the race and get in position to ™box" in your team-
mate's biggest threat., You speed up and slow down thus
not letting the runner run his usual race. When he doss
pass you, he 1s forced to pass in an outside lane. This
enables your teammate to win the race. How would you
Judge your action?

Hi ghly Acceptable Acceptable
Hi ghly Unacceptable No Opinion

10, You are playing in a close basketball game for the
regional title. Your team is behind one point with ten
gseconds left to play In the game. You dribble the ball
into a corner and get trepped. To prevent having a jump
ball called because of the five-second rule, you
intentionally throw the ball agalnst the opponent's leg
and the ball goes out of bourds off your opponent. The
officlal awards your team the ball out of bounds, Your
team quickly sets up an out of bounds play and scores
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a basket thus winning the title. How would you Judge your
action? .

Hlghly Acceptable Acceptablse
H ghly Unacceptable No Opinion
11, Please circls the grade you are presently in school.
Junior Senlor
12, Are you presently or have you been a member of a
varsity team this year? Circle ons.
Yeos No

If yes, circle the varsity sport or sports in which you
participate.

Football Basketball Track Golf Wrestling

Tennls



