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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

"On this celebrated publication [Common Sense],
which has received the testimony of praise from the wise
and learned of different nations, we need only remark
«ses that it gave spirit and resolution to the Americans,
who were then wavering and undetermined, to assert their
rights, and inspired a decisive energy into their coun-
sels: we may therefore venture to say, without fear of
contradiction, that the great American cause owed as
much to the pen of Paine as to the sword of Washington."1

Joel Barlow recorded these words on his copy of Paine's
original booklet which he had purchased while a student at
Yale College during the American Revolution.

Thomas Paine deserves to be better understood in mid-
twentieth century America. Most historians today assume that
Paine, above all his contemporaries, best caught the public
political sentiment in those early critical months of 1776.
Common Sense both influenced and represented public feeling.
Moreover, Common Sense as a political document is important to
Americans today. It helps trace our American political insti-
tutions to their Revolutionary roots. Along with this, Paine
helps us see the beginnings of our American constitutional

development. YCommon Sense and several of Paine's other writings

also provide a firsthand account of the revolutionary events

which took place in America from 1774 to 1787. While almost

1Charles B. Todd, The Life and Letters of Joel Barlow
(New York: G. P. Putnams Sons, 1886), P« 237.
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every new poliitical organization quotes him in support of its
cause, most Americans recognize this revolutionist in name only.
Therefore, those students of history who attempt to find a
part of the social and political local color of the American
Revolutionary War days should discover Paine's writings.

This study is limited to only a part of Paine's life,
It coordinates his early days in Zngland, beginning with his
birth in 1737, with his first period of American residence, which
began in 1774 and lasted until 1787. When Paine left America's
shores in 1787, this thesis takes leave of him, for he never
again took the significant place in the American saga that had

been his during the Revolution.

The purpose of this thesis on Common Sense is three-

fold: (1) to show that Paine's previous life and exXxperience in=-

fluenced the ideas of Ccmmon Seanse; (2) to present the political

theories of Common Saense; and (3) to trace the reactions of

Paine and his contemporaries to the publication cf his pamphlet.

That Common Sense was the cuimination of Paine's previous life

is evident. The resentment Paine experienced during his younger
days in England came out in his pamphlet in the form of ani-
mosity for the Engiish Crown and Eanglish social elite. In
regard to the political theories found in the pages of Common

Sense, the real question involved is whether or not Paine said

anything about political thought which was original, It is a

well-accepted fact of history that Paine’s Common Sense influ-

enced the American people in favor of independence from Great
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Britain. The thesls treats how and way they were iniluenced.
The most surprised person of all after the publication of

Common S-nce was Thomas Paine, His interesting reaction to

his overnight success is traced in the last pages.
In researching aad coordinating Painets English life

with his writing of Coonen Sense, one sometimes feels that all

of Paine's early experiences were direct prepacration for that
most important literary event., OCne also realizes that Paine
probably would have remalned virtually unknown without the

publication of Comnon Sense. It was Peaine's passport to accep=-

tance among the American people and, astonishingly, among the
socially astute English. Later, one becomes aware that Ccmmon
Sense was also Paine's entre into the American scene., Its
publication in Philadelphia gave him a broad base from which
to work there. This pamphlet was certainly Paine’s lifetime
stepstone,

A majority oi the research was involved in perusing
Paine's biographers., Paine's first biocgrapher was James
Cheetham, who wrote during Paine's own lifetime. Cheetham®s
accounts may readlly be dismissed as pure vitriol against Paine

and his writings. In fact, after the publication oi Cheetham's

@

Life of Tromas Paine in 1809, Paine's friends sued Cheetham

for libel.
Paine's chief rescuer was Moncure D, Conway, who edited
ey

his four volume VWritinegs of Tromas Proine in 1894-1896., In 1909,

baine

f
1)
Y

Conway wrote a two-volume work entitled The Life of Thoma
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which treated Paine favorably. istexry has eccented Conway's
works as beling the most scholarly and objective treztment of
Thomas Paine., The foundation for this assessment has becn built
on Conway's case for Paine,

One of the Paine bicgraphers wiio cannot be overlooked
is William M. Van der Weyde. Van der Veyde wrote and edited

in ten volumes The Life and Yorks of Thomas Paine which was pub=-

lished for the Thomas PFaine National Historical Association in
1925, It is clear that Van der Weyde bases his works cn Con-
way's resecarch., However, he is not so careful as Conway in his
scholarsnip, leaving many items which need further eXplanation.
His style of writing is so simple that junior high school
students should have littie or no difficulty reading his books
on Paine, This simplicity is at times hiis strength,

The student of Paine may also find Howard Fast's Citizen

b

nomas raine pertinent to his study. However, Fast is no

respecter of fact. His favorable treatment oi Paine is highly
fictionalized.
Paine's latest bicgrapner of renown is Dr, Philip S.

Themzs Paine in two

i..h
it
‘.Jo
]
il
53]
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h

Foner, who edited The Cooplete Wr

volumes in 1945, TFoaer's werks include a

o

excellient fifty-page

L]

introductory bicgraphy ©f Paine. [Foner's chief advantage is

Q}

his careful use oi footnotes 1n explaining more fully the cir-
cumstances. of Paine's writings, Foner also has the most up-to=-

date bibliography of works on Paine.



Two other books descrve meation as being valuable in

any study of Thomas Paine's Cormon Sense. They are Harry H.

Clark¥s Thomas

F. Adkins' Common Sense and Other Political Wrigi- :s,




Thomas Paine was born in Thetford, England, on January
29, 1737.1 His ancestry,bwhile in doubt, scemed to be of scme
distinction in Norfolk County. Paire's mother, Frances Cocke,
was the daughter of an attorney who was a member of the Caurch
of England., Joscpgh Paine, his father, was eleven years younger
than his wife. He was a Quaker, and es a freeman of the
borough had a right of pasturage on the commons, in addition
to being a farmer, Joseph Paine was a respected tradesman of
the staymaking art. He has been characterized by contemporaries
as a reputable citizen who was poor, yet honest. Paine's
mother has been described as an eccentric woman with a sour
temper.2 Her temperament may account for Paine's lifelong
aloofness toward women. Iis writings contain several affection-
ate allusions to his father, but none can be found for his
mother.,

Paine's formal education leit much to be desired even
by elighteenth-century standards He attended the Thetford
Grammar School. There he was not under the master of the school,

but under the usher, William Knowler, who related many high

“Moncure D. Conway, The Life of Thomas Paine, I (New
York: G. P. Putnams Sons, 1909), p. 5.

2
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sea adventures to tiie youthful Pzine, hese adventure stories

influenced ni

&

1 more tasn the subject matter studied at scheol,

st

Fa
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Paine also Iad a particular forte for science and his
desire to go to Amerlca cane during those school days after
reading a natural history'of America, or so he relates in his
later reflections of his boyhocod days.3

o~

gained more frcm his education at home than he did

I‘cj

aine

o

from schwool. From his Quaker father Paine was the recipient
of a careful ethical training, There is no doubt thet this in-
fluenced his later thinking in positive ways. Nevertheless,
in later life he was never a strict Quaker.4 For exemple,
Paine vehemently disavowed‘Quakerism during the American Revo-
lution,”

Paine's schwool days were spent in an English society
wihrere his family fouad itself in a poverty role. Morecver, the
average citizen was apathetic toward power and politics. Men

and women were hung for trivial offenses, Capital punishment

was not only a fact, but was olten accompanied by the infliction

Jloncure D, Conwey, (ed.), The dcitines ¢f Thomas Paine,
IV (New Yo ri: G, P. Putnams Sons, 1¢96), p. 62.

4Gne oi thc first histerical guestions surrounding the

study of Thomas Paine was to what degree his Quaker background
influenced his American writing. Moncure Conway, Painels first
major biogr anhc; of any historicel repute, seems to have greatly
emphasized tne influence of Guakerism on Paine's writing.
P:ofessor Zerry H. Clark of the University of Wisconsin in

s rainzs: lonresentative Selecticns, has gone to eXtrema
tiouble to disprove Conway.

o~
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of savage tortures., faine was remninded everyday oif these in-
justices, for the stocks and gailows were placed near the school,
Young Paine was made aware of the political corruption going on
during als youth in the Quaker meetinzs, possibly the only

[
place where sccial protest was heard.® This Guaier spirit oif

reform which weighed heovily upon lPaine's mind during his youth
partially influenced his later icdeas on universal manhood rights,

Paine was teaken from his studies at school and cast into
the adult woerld o work at the age of thirteen. He was forced
to help with making stays because his father was finding it
difficult to make a living. After Iour years of staymaking,
Paine ran away from home to begin life anew on the sea.

There 1s no record of Paine’s years con board the small
privateer on which he sailed, nor is there record for his re-
turning years as a staymaker at Sandwich. In that same year
he married Mary Lambert, who died the following ysar. Because
of this event and the fact that Paine’s steaymaking job was not

«

prospering, he dec cr the kind of job

l_l-
B,

ded to orepare hinseli

(0]

his late wife'ls father held, that of excisenan.,

Paine wrote nils fatiwer about his idea to take up the

he project found fevor with his father, and

P

Paine went to London To study excise laws. After a few montihs

e

of study, he returned to Thetford. There he continued ais

O\

w;1 iem M. Van der Weyde, The Tdfe end Vorks of Thomsas
Paine, I {New Rochelle: Thomas Paine National Historical

Association, 1925), p. 5.

m:l
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officer. Ca August &, 1764, Paine was sent to watch for

Thus Thomas Zaine, by the time he was twenty-five, was

TT

engaged in the business of executing tihe exclse acts. He found
that his job as exciscman was noct only promcitionliess and low
paying, but also filled with neglect and corruption., His owm
record was not above reproach, as he was dismissed on August

vy

27, 1765, when his superior officer caught him ¥stamping.®/ He
’ ’ g ug g5 g

was quickly reinstated on July 4, 1766, =
oi apology to the Board of Trade. ILowever, Paine did not

assume anotiier position as exciseman until February 19, 1768,

taking up jobs as a staymeking journeymean and later as a teacher.
Paine's second attempt as an exXclseman tooX place at
Lewes in Sussex., There he lived with the Quaker family oi
Samuel Ollive, Waen ¥r. Ollive died in 1769, Paine had to run
Ollive'!s tabacconist trade (in addition to his excise job) to
support the surviving family. Thomas Paine married Elizabeth
Ollive, the iate Samuel Oilive's daughter, on March 26, 1771.
All was not going well for England’s excisemen by 1772.

They were suffering firom wages so low they could barely support

he vractice of “stanmzing® was a comnon cne for eighteenth
century Znglish exclisemen, Generally, 1t ccasisted of esti-
mating the goods a trader 1;O;t have in his warenouse, without
muking an actual trip to the given warehouse for an exact count.

Detective rounds on the part of exXcisemen were off ensive to

traders, so ''stamping” alileviated this sticky visitation.
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cause led to the publicatlion of his first major article, HTh
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in London verbally de
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disappointedly returned to hls now debt-ridden tobacco shop

Lewes. 4&nd, to further complicate his life, on April 8, 1774

-

he was dismissed from his excise post because of his lobby

H

activitgies, although the Board said it was becaus e he had left
()

&
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his post without permission., Paine made an appeal to the

Board, but this time his petition was rejected. So, at age
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imself in a poverty situation.
Paine and his wife mutually separated on june 4, 1774,

The reason for this separation is nowhere to be found in re-

corded history. It has been assumed by several bilographers that

from the very start of their marriage there was no cohablitation

and that this led to divorce.9 Neither Paine nor his wife ever

L)
3 - . . . .
In 1772, this article was nrinted only as a plea to
Parliamcnt, but in 1795, when Paine's fame was establls hed, it
was publisned as a pampirlet in London.

0

Coaway, Life of Pzine, I, p. 31.
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returned to London where he had
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twenty years was his
some poor wWao were content
they accepted reality, Pa

his own poverty.

only be an upnill struggle, but Paine set his gcals high.

it any wonder that later
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luence on his first

7 Ybetter society.'! Ualike

with thelr station simply because

ine was obsessed with the ugiiness oi

the disadvantages oi poverty could
is

therefore, Paine attacked

the aristocrats of his past experience wilom he fully believed

had kept him down for so long during his 1ifetime?

Painels past had been characterized by job failure.

far as the actual trade of

have been proficlent since

bring him through when all
some historians have given

making art in order

failure during

get along with people, although he loved mankind.

10’# seems like

nisplaced emphasis to Pa
to play up his eccentricity.

this time was du

So
staymaking was concerned, he must
he could rely on this ability to

else failed it 1s unfortunate tnat

ine's corset-

Paine's job

3

ie mainly to his inability to

hnl

For example,

cly that David Williams, principal of a
boys schooi just out 51de London, introduced Paine to Franklin
in 1774, ©No historical proof can be offered for this, but
Paine, Franklin, and Williiams had certaein scientific and
literary items in common wiaich probablily led to theilr mutual
acquaintances., See Ven der Weyd i exnd Yorks of Thomus
Paine, 1, p. 14, for further exp
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Conway recorced in his bilcgraphy thet es & staymakilg journey=-

man, Paine 7r fellow workmen,t!
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This seems not o5 have been an isolated instance. Later Paine
had good reason for not getting along with his governmental
superiors while an exciseﬁan. Cne would sucpect another reascn
for his job failures was because 0f his totally abstract way of
thinking. Paine could not reconcile the menial jobs he held
with his great thoughts. In Sandwich, where Paine was once em=-
ployed as a staymaker, there was a legend that he collected a
congregation in his room in the market place and lectured on
religion.12 Much of the time whichkx should nave been devoted
to the concerns of his job was spent in meditating on ideas,
recording them, and probably reading in order to stimulate new
thoughts. With this intellectual revolt disturbing his mind
and his failure as an exciseman especially weighing heavily
upon him, Paine revolted against the undemocratic theories of
his government., Clearly he needed a change of environment.
With a letter oI recommendation from his friend, Benjamin

Franklin, Paine left for America in October of 1774. The
letter was addressed to Franklin's son~-in-leaw, Richard Rache
and read:

The bearer, ¥Mr, Thomas Paine, is very well recom-

mended to me, as an ingenlous, worthy young man, He
goes to Pennsylvania with a view of settling therec. I
request you to glve him your best advice and countenance,
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as he is quite

him in a way ©

or asslstant i

veyor, (of all which I sable

so that he may procure a subsistence at least, till
he can make acquointance and obtain a knowledge of

the country, you will

c
do well, and much oblige your
ffectionate father,?t? :

<

Franklin, Vi (New York: Macmillan CoO.,

Iy

13 .
Albert H, Smyth, (ed.), The Whi

p ——
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Thomas Paine arrived in America during November of

1774, He experienced no trouble finding
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Philadelphia since he had the letter of introduction from
Philadelphia's Benjamin Franklin. Paine penned a thank-you
letter to IFranklin in London after he had established himself

with permanent work by iMarch of 1775:

?

me many

Your countenancing me has cbtained
W i se to

friends and much rcDu“"‘ion,
accept my most sincere thanks,

to by several gentlemen o instr
very advantageous terms to mysceli
boockseller here, a man of reputation
Robert Aitken, has lately ettempted a
having little or not tura tnatg
applied to me for assistance.!l
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One reason that Paine delayed this lMerch 4 letter to
the man responsible for his well~being in America was that he
was doubtful of his own ability to find and hold a job. How-
ever, Paine found his opportunity in America in the field of
journalism, His first vocational choice was not journalisn,

but teaching. According to the diary of Benjamin Rush, Zaine

was Y"to give private lessons upon geography to young ladies

H

and gentlemen."2 It was only while waiting

or empioyment

John Bigelow, (ed.), Tic
VI (New York: G, P. Putnam’s Son

George W. Corner, (ed. .
Rush (Prlnceton‘ Princeton University P

s




as a teacher that Paine took a positicn as a printer under
Robert Ait <en.3

Robert Aitken, Paine's employer, was a Scotsman wio had
come to Philadelpnia in 1769 and established a publishing and
printing business in the Eack of his bookstore.” At the time
Paine met Aitken, the editcr was trying unsuccessfully to pub-

lish the Pennsvlvania Macazine, Paine became editor in

February, 1775 and served in that capacity for eighteen months.,.
As editor, Paine received a salary of twenty-Ifive pounds yearly.5
He published enough important articles to become well known

among most Philadelphians and make the magazine profitable for

its owner.

[aR

Palne wrote many articles as guest edlitor of newspapers

such as the Pennsvivaenlia Journal and Pennsvivaniz Cazetre,

His opinions on social reforms, which he early advocated, were
not limited to his own mazgazine. Paine's pen made appeals for

abolition of slavery, women's rights, abollishment of duelling

O

and a rational approach to divorce, Paine urged peaceful
acceptance of these measures, but hoped they would be incor-
porated into society as quickly as possible. His past biog-

raphers have seemed puzzled that he did not immediately deal

31bid.

[ -~ =y - -
*J. Thomas Scharf fexs Philadelehia, 1

(Philadelphia: L, H. Everts,

5lpid. However, i, p. 42
and Van der Weyde in L1 19, state

Paine's salary as fiity

o
Conway, Life

1©
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with any of the pressing political problems between the
colonies and England. Moncure Conway ignored the question
entirely, while Philip Foner contended that it was due to the
insistence of Aitken and to the fact that Paine still believed
in possible reconciliation between the colonies and the mother
country.7 It was unlikely that Aitken held Paine back, even
for reasons of preserviﬁg contributions from wealthy tories to
his magazine., The Paine articles on social reform would cer-
tainly have been as equally appalling to those contributors
and there was no evidence that that was the case, Also, Aitken
was not of the same mind as his conservative subscribers, as
he Ytook the popular side during the Revolution, and came near
going to. . .prison."8

A more probable reason for Paine's slow political start
might well be found in the local 1774-75 Philadelphia scene.
Philadelphia was most assuredly a contrast to anything Paine
had known in England and it was a city quite different in
political enthusiasm than Boston, New York or Charleston., The
vast blend of Scotch, Welsh, Irish, German, Dutch, French and
Negroes meant a fresh cultural synthesis. B3ut, unlike other
colonial cities, Philadelphia's cultural synthesis led to a

social and political conservatism,

7
Foner, Complete Writings of Paine, I, p. xii,

8Scharf, History of Philadelphia, I, p. 309.




Philadelphial’s government remained relatively culcs
hil B by Ting ith fer ~ acainmg +lha (ntrgler-abhle
whlle Boston was euCL. 1§ WLTO I&8rVorz ubu...a...ut CaAE LlntoLeraole
Acts in 1774, John Pemn, the governcr, represcnted the en-

joined interests oI the properti.l classes., Like Pean, the

coalition among German, Guaker and commercial powers headed by
Joseph Galloway. Ultra-conservatism gredually gave way to nore
moderate political positions in 2hiladelipaic,
sented in the replacement in the assembly of Speaker Galloway
by Edward Biddle in the fall of 1774, just one month before
Paine's arrival., F[urthermore, James Wiiscn, Galloway's strongest
vocal opponent, gained much popular support aefter the October,
1774 election.®

Another example of aascmbly political mederation wa
their approval of ZInglish non-importatiocn, which the Continental
Congress had urged. This policy of moderaticn was followed in
Philadelphia until well into 1776.,10 1t was this type of
political atmosphere waich Paine fouand in FPhiladelpihia when
he arrived near the start of 1775. The political feeling was

/

moderate, but still tended more toward conservatism than to

radicalisn,

9, " )
Robert L. Brunhouso, 7
Pennsvlvania (Harrisburg: Fennsyl

= [ Commission,
1942), p. 1i. The reader may g lse impression that
James Wilson was a true rCVOihthL st since he vehemently
opposed the conservative Geal sat £ tihis matter
is brought out when one real i was later
branded a tory by those revolutionlsts concerned about Ifreedom

from England.,

10:0:4., p. 12.



[
ce

Paine was definitely not thie perscn To ccmle w3 with
completely original ideas. e, like nzony good politicians
and political writers, careiully considered waich way the people
were marching and quickly ran arcund them to get in frong,
pretending to lead. Throﬁghout his 1ifce and writings, Paine
séemed to be a radical politician because he was always pointin
out corruption in the traditiconal system and recommending nis
own panaceas.,

Paine’s reaction to Philadeliphia soclety in 1775 led
him to write articles on social reform because the people were
not quite ready for political reform.

Paine's March 8, 1775 article attacking Negro slavery
won him the respect of several influential Americans including
Benjamin Rush.1l Rush paid a visit to Aitkean's bookstcre. In
the words of Rush, "I met with Mr. Paine, and was introduced
to him by Mr. Aitken. His conversatiocna became at once inter-

esting., I asked him to visit me, wiaich he did a few days

afterwards,"1?
Undoubtedly, Paine and Rush discussed many of the

principles of Paine's article. Just three years beiore Rush
had also published an attack on slavery. Paine's attack, how-

ever, was more radical, for Rush had been careiul not to

11
N

o v'l: T kins, (ed.), &0
Political Writings (I

——

ew York: Dobbs-

(4‘ f,h

Corner, Autobiogranhy of Rush, p. 1i3.
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advocate the ccuplete abolition of slavery.ld Novercheless,

Rush must have admired such Paine stotanents as:

a

That scome desterate woetcones should be willing
to steal and enslave men L7 vislence and murder for
gain, is rather lamcncable than stranzee. « » Cer-
tainly one meay, withi ¢s much reascn and decency, plead
for murder, robbery, lewdness, and barbarity, as for

»

this practice., « + o+
In another of Paine’s early American articles, tie essay

on duelling, his typlcal sarcasm was employed te make his point:

With respect to the upracticabllity of this schene
(duelling), we apprehend that the greas difficulty
would lie in obliging the quarrelling narties, or
either of themn (who by the author’s plan are merely
empowered), to refeL the matter to & court of honour,
3ut the writer does not give this as a finished plan:
he barely suggests thp hint; leaving others to improve
upon it, 1f thought worthy of farther consideration. 15

)

Paine went on to suggest that if the courts would give the death
penalty to surviving dueclists, the v»roblen of future duelling
would take care of itself., This suzgestion found favor with

many conservatives as well as radilcals,

By the middle of 1775 Painefs all-social critiques gave

way to some political writing For example, in the Zeansvlvania
Megazine for June, 1775, Paine anticipated what turned out to

be a twentieth-century problem, that of the balance ci power
among nations. The article he wrote was eatitled “Tnought on
Defensive War, and the following statement in 1t could be

attributed to a twentieth-century politician as well as to Paine:

13Conway, Vritines of Paine, I, p. 2.

14 Ibid., pp. 5-7.

131pid., p. 44.
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political direction were urged upon Paine by Benjamin Rush.
In his autobiography Rush records a meeting with Paine in which
the political idea of independence came up:

I perceived with pleasure that he [Paing had
realized the independence of the American colonies upon
Great Britain, and that he considered the measure as
necessary to bring the war to a speedy and successful
issue., I had before this interview put some thoughts
upon paper upon this subject, and was preparing an
address to the inhabitants of the colonies upon it,
But 1 had hesitated as to the time, and 1 shuddered at
the prospect of the consequence of its not being well
received, I mentioned the subject to Mr., Paine, and
asked him what he thought of writing a pamphlet upon
it. 1 suggested to him that he had nothing to fear
from the popular odium to which such a publication
might expose him, for he could live anywhere, but
that my profession and connections, which tied me to

Phii -~ "~hia, where a great majority of the citizens
ar:. -y friends were hostile to a separation
of «.. ...atry from Great Britain, forbad me to come

forward as a ploneer in that important contgoversy.
He readily assented to the proposal. . .

With the thought of independence planted in his mind,
Paine spent most of the winter months during 1775 piecing
together a pamphlet to Americans concerning their situation

with their mother country. John Adams later stated that Paine

collected this inrfcrxmccl. .z for hi. .. ..iiet by snooping around
among memser. .. Cou.lnental Lol Sood. WAa0 were meeting

in Philacc. . ASCoSC g to Adams, Jalie stened closely
to their .. = of i::;;v;dence.19

Pairne puclich.el 2is pamphliet on indezciceace, calling

ts

it Common Sense, oo January 10, 1776, Forty-seven pages in

Corner, Autobiozraohy of Rui..,

19Charies F. Adams, (ed.), The [ iic Jocks
Adams, II (Boston: Little and Brown, 15507,
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length, it was publiched ancnymously Lo Fhiladelizkb oy Kocerce
Zell, a booksci.er on Philicdelsnia's Third Street, ond sold
for two shillings. Rush said thet he reccumended Zell to
Paine since Bell was Yan open fricad to independence.iZl
Benjamin Rush also suggested thc title ol the pamphlet
to Paine, who originally intended to call it Piain Truth. @1
gave at his request the title of Corron Sonse,¥ said Tusn. 41
John Adams' diary has substanticted the fact that Rush in-
spired Paine's article and title. Adams recordcd that ¥ox
Rush put him upon writing on thie subject, furnished hin with
the arguments wihich had been urged in Congress a hundred times,

and gave his title of Comuon SGLS@a"AZ
The sale of Cormon Sense want = that

Bell issued

a second edition on the 29th of January, 1776, Paine becams
irritated at Bell because this edition was printed without nis
permission, but what made Paine even more angry was that Bell
had not given him that part of the proiit which was rightiully
his, a sum approaching forty-five smouxnds. Paine had planned to
devote half of this money to the purchase of mittens for the
Pennsylvania troops ordered to Canaca.23 Because of these trying
circumstances, Paine granted permission to William and Thomeas

0 et P

Corner, pfutobicgranhy of Rush, p. 1l4.

2l1ni6,

22Adams, Works, 1I, p. 507.

235charf, History of Philsdel-his, I, p. 309.
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This chapter is dividecd

theories of Common Scnse are analyzed in the bezinning section.

The social and political reacticns of the Amnerican people to

o

the political theories of Ccnmionn Sense are described in part

two, which 1s also concerned with the propaganda value of Cormon

Sense,

Thomas Paine, like all political theorists, was councerned
with the relation of man, scciety, aad goverinment. The first

R ~ £ e
SLSALD Was Lainon

l-l-

work that Paine presented oa this relat

L

Sense. It was not Palne’s best dissertaticn oI political

thought=-~The Agze of Resason deserves this claim-~but it was nis

-
o

first, This section therefore treats laine's poliitical think-

ing in Common Sense as his beginning shilosophy o government,
!

not as his finalized one.
Paine said nothing wihich was new to the political
theorists of his day. However, he was one coi those unigue

individuals who caught the spirit ¢ the prevailing ilntellec-

n

tual political theories and translated them into the ccommon
tongue. He gave some of the theories a new interpretation and

specifically applied them to the American situation. He was



a practical political theorist who did not hcsitete to annly
that which he believed., Thus it is no discredit O Lim theu
nis views in Common Sence were not highly corigincil, fcr he cm-
bodied the reascnableness of tiae political theories of his day
in the clear and meaningiul languaze of the cormwavn coloaist.

The introduction to Cocrmon o aise clerifies Painels po-
litical stand. It at on beccnes ¢ thet he was fcremost
a radical because he was calling for a deciinite caange in the
makeup of America. Like most radical wolitical theoricts,; e
envisioned the change as the start of a worldwide movement. Le
first stated this belief 1n the ilantroduction: ¥The cause of

- - . « - o - e ¥ -

America is in great measure the causc of all mankind.": Later,
in the appendix, he returned to the point by giviaz the Aueri-
can cause a certaln reliigicus note:

A siltuation similar to the present hias not happenced
since the days of Noah until now. The birthdzy of o new
world is at hand, and a race oi nmen, DEriiens &8 nulerous
as all Zurope contains, are Lo roceive thelr wortion of
freedom from the event oI a few :ontas. The reflection
is awful, and in this poiat of view how trifling, how
ridiculous do the men appear waen weighed agalinst the
business of a world,2
Paine began the text of Jgriizn Sense by trecting that

traditional distinction bvetween society and stazte. sainefls

first few pages make a sharp distinction between the social anc

political orders. The two not only have different values, but
1Adkins, Common Scncse and Cuohsr Political VWroitinos, pe 3

51.
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different foundations. Tc¢ Faine, socicty iz nrcduced by the

people's wants, wille government ic the result of theirs wicked-

a
)

ness. Government is creoted becausd
virtue, and is only a necessary evil.

Paine arrived at 1is concrusions regerding the design ol
government throughn the simpie voice of rcascn end nature,

Nature should provide the principles because 1t is simple., 4nd,
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"The more simple anything is

ordered and the easier repaired when cdisordered.b% It is ob-

vious from'the first few pages of Comcn Sense that Paine's

political theory is talken from Locke's Szcond Trestisc of Civil

Government. Locke believed thaet the state of natures is bevres

than the worst government, but that the inconveniences of nature
[y
lead to the formation of & political society.”

Paine's first specific attack in Cgmuon Sounse is directed

at the English constitution, Its mein feult was its complexi-

ties, It simply was too complicated to function properly. It

racy, with only some republican materia
was that the first two, monarchy and aris
from the people, Furthermocre, the three cdivisicns did not

check each other., "“To say that the constitution of Angland is




a union of three powers, reciprocaily checking each cother,

farcical, either the words have no meaning or
contradictions.®®

A specific attack on monarciyy follcows Paine's

attack on the English constitution. He uses religious pro

against the Crown. This proof cf the absurdity oi monarchy 1is

not too convincing by either eighteesnth or twentieth

standards. Paine gave a step-by-step DBiblical account of

soon afterward established the first Jewislh monarchy:

Government by Kin was Iiret introduced
world by the heather Tom vwiicm Chie chiiidren
copled the custom. Jas The moST prosperous
the devil ever set on foot for the promotion o
The heathens paid divine honors to thelr decea
and the Christian w has improved on the nl
doing the same to t Tiviiiy CRGS. « o o LC
will of the Almighty ac declared by Gideon and
prophet Samuel, expre y cisapproves cf gover
kings., . « . All &ﬂu' monarchical peres oI sc
have been very smcoth zlossed overs in menarc
governments, but ithey erougtedlv meric che at
of countries which have tTheir governnents yet
form. . . o DNearly three thicusand years passe
from the rosiac account of the creaticn, Till
under a national delusicn reguesied a king. .
Kings they had none, and it was held sinful to
ledge any beingz under that titie but the Lord
Hosts. « . . Monarchy is ranked in scripture

£ nich a curse in

of the sins of the Jews, for w
is denounced against them,’

Religion was never more a part of a political theory

this section of Common Sense,
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Adkins, Common 8Sense and Other Politicel Vritings,

" ibid., p. 11.




monarchy's by-product, heredltary

To the evili of monar
hereditary successiong
dation and Lesscening oL o
claimed as a matter of :
imposition on posterity.
lnally equals, no

to set up his own
all others forever
some decent degree o
yvet his descendants might
inherit them. OCne of the
of the folly of heredit

dra? p:oozs

&
nature disaaprove i therwlise sne would not =0
frequently turn it _in ridicule by giving manikin

an ass for a lion.S
Paine pointed out that he oppcsed the princizle of
He maintained that nonarchy coculd only have come about thxough

the usurpation of power. In a lighter sense, Kings are no good

m

because they carry on very little business, and monarchy, thcre-
fore, is a waste of the people's mcney.

Paine next delved into the state of aeifairs in America,.
He essentially stated several arguments ageinst the long estab-
lished mercantile theory.
colonies were a part of the Eritish Zmpire there could be no

permanent reconciliation.

tible to sustalning matcerl

I have heard it
America has flour%s’
with Great Britain,
sary toward her Ifuture happ
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have the s e
than tiiis
theat becaun is
never to &L

1

e

flourished as nuch, and ;
Turonean nower hed anyitinl
commerce by which shz has

necessaries of &
whlle eating 1s the cusic:

ol 1 e h o PR = R, P S I I SRy
Furthermore, FPaine nrelisrred TO o&lutve Tagt

"engrossed' the colonles, ratvhcer than protected themk, ~raine
showed that the seliish motives of the mercantile thoory had no

ca., e Lnferred ot anglond's uese of

[

recinrocity for &xer

P

R
2 =T e
ClataldCo aie &L

America as a defense

no benefit for Americ

did not protect us from

L3

her enemnies on her own account.”*Y Conicn Sonse includes the

thought that England is no¢ tne parent counitry from the stand-

point of American inhabitants., Pour 2nd noT Lngiend, is
the parent country of America, This New World nas been the
asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and reilgious liberty

from every part of Zuropa, -l

=

Paine again turned to reascu and nature €O Drove that

reconciliation was a dream, "I1{ ig repugnant €O reason, Lo

A
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che universal order of CiaZruzs,, O &La CWENLDILEs IS0 ol
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ages, CO suNDOse TLAT TOALE ConvinenT call Longel ICLiLLn sualjecct

To any external power. . Jiature cs descorted Tho COnnesTion ., -
Paine's argument was that Wature madc fhe seraration betwean
Ingland and America inevitabla. Since Chis senaration was
going to occur, Pal attentcion to the Drch-
lems which would beset the new country. e stated that an
independent America must turn o a naticrnal fomm of .
\ +

This type of government was the oniy thing wialch Faine believed
could keep peace and prescrve the contineat Ircom Iuture civil
wars., 13

iy

he first half of Coon Zonse is a negacivaly woltten

justification for Tiie author on
the defensive. However, Fzilne becoie more constructive in

the second half with his plilan of government Zor the colenices,

These views on tne form oi governaweat fow

-

the most important pol

e T Y N = .
Ticéa L Turedry Iouna in The pages OIL the

}-re

namphlet.

Bed

UNCelstandng Tae systel o governmenc

To construct & verocal model,

mental thoughts from Conmcn Sgase into sucnh a systematic model,

ibid. y Po 25.
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All citizens 1n /aerica woUold noave oulls L& TinLCo,
althouzh it may be assuned saine wouird Love Lod & Lozl we
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limit for voting. LZach colony would ©o Jiwvidol LnTo sl To

ten districts. Every district wouid Ciose relrescatatives o
seand to a national Congreses., Coagrcss would consist of 393

representatives,

gress would pick one particular colony af wendom Irch wilch

it would chose a president, This solicy would oC set up on &

members and have as ais only resoonsibllity the ob oif pre-

siding over the meetings of Conzrase.

head a separate brancil 0f governmenit L0 chelk the power oI

ney = P P U S S T I S R
Congress, Paine also failed To vrovide for a natlonal judlclial
a 01 A Tmax oG QT et s e = T T e o nter
system, ne May assune thatT e SUlposaly L&rT cra L wnter-

nretation to the local courts., This would fit

democratic tendenciss since Llocali Ccouris woere beiliisved to be
closer to the peopletls wiil. 7The Congressmaen would be electzd
for a period of one year. Zxiphasis would be placed on selectin

as many citizens as possiblie for Congressmen. Jalne made




All citizens in America would have suffrage rights,
lthough it may be assumed Paine would have had a lesal age
Bit for voting. Each colony would be divided into six to
%;- icts. Every district would chose representatives to
0 a national Congreés. Congress would consist of 390
Sehtatives. There would be a unicameral government. Con-

Would pick one particular colony at random from which
i chose a president. This policy would be set up on a
tation basis, i.e., each colony would get its turn at having
a president. All laws of the national government must be
passed by a three-fifths majority vote of Cong.ress.14
Paine did not want a strong president, even one elected
by the people. Any such president might give the appearance
of being a king. He would be elected by Congress from its own
members and have as his only responsibility the job of pre-
siding over the meetings of Congress. He definitely would not
head a separate branch of government to check the power of
Congress. Paine also failed to provide for a national judicial
system, One may assume that he purposely left legal inter-
pretation to the local courts. This would fit Paine's extreme
democratic tendencies since local courts were believed to be
closer to the people's will. The Congressmen would be electead

for a period of one year. Emphasis would be placed on selecting

as many citizens as possible for Congressmen. Paine made

lalbida ] p. 31.



domestic affairs the only business with which Congress would
be concerned. He firmly believed in a policy of national iso-
lation.

Common Sense calls for a constitutional convention to
be attended by delegates in equal numbers from =sach colony.
The product of their labor, a written constirution, would serve
as a protection for the American people against possible
corrupt Congressmen. The only king that Paine foresaw for
America was her congressional law, 12

Paine's views on government were not new. The views he
recorded were those common to the thinking men of his time.
They were a combined and simplified form of Locke, Rousseau

and Montesquieu. The constitutional views of Common Sense

closely resembled the Articles of Confederation and Perpetual
Union which were adopted in 1781, five years after the publi-
cation of the booklet., America's first national government
elected its representatives annually, was unicameral, and ex-
cluded the executive and judicial branches. Paine's plan of
government is different from the Articles of Confederation in
one important respect: it is not provincial in outlook. Paine's
national union is to be sovereign over any individual colony.
The last pages of Common Sense give an optimistic

account of America's abilities., Paine painted a bright picture

to further his case that the time was right for independence.

151534., p. 32.



First, he counted America's greatest strength as colonial
unity.16 It was also advantageous that there bz no debt when
the government first went into operation; however, "no nation
ought to be (long) without a debt" because "a national debt is

a national bond."l7 Alexander Hamilton later proved this

theory of Paine's to be a wise one. Hamilton had the newly
created federal government of 1789 assume the debts acquired

by the individual states during the fight for independence.

And one of Hamilton's main purposes was to weaken states' rights
and strengthen the federal government by tying the states

financially to the national bond a&s Paine had first suggested.

An interesting political theory which is advocated in

the last pages of Common Sense is Paine's theory on commerce

and naval power. Paine preceded by a hundred years, Alfred
Thayer Mahan, the famous American sea power advocate. Paine's
theory was that a strong navy was tc the power and commercial
advantage of a country. He stated:

No country on the globe is so happily situated or
so internally capable of raising a fleet as America.
Tar, timber, iron, and cordage are her natural produce.
We need go abroad for nothing. Whereas the Dutch, who
make large profits by hiring out their ships of war to
the Spaniards and Portuguese, are obliged to import
most of the materials they use. We ought to view the
building a fleet as an article of commerce, it being
the natural manufactory of this country. 1t is the
best money we can lay out. A navy when finished is
worth more than it cost. And is that nice point in

- 161p34., p. 34,

17Ibido) Pe 35.




national policy in which commerce and protection are

united. Let us build; if we want them not, we can

sell; and by that means replace our paper currency

with ready gold and silver.l8

Paine's concluding remarks are perhaps his most impor-
tant contribution to the American c¢ause of independence.
Paine believed that nothing could aid America's worldwide
crusade for freedom like & political statement declaring inde-
pendence from the British monarchy. Paine outlined four reasons
for a declaration of independence: (1) no third power could
mediate the war as long as America remained subject to the
British Crown; (2) America could not expect foreign aid if she
might reconcile herself with Britain; (3) a revolution for
independence appears better than a civil war; and (4) commerce
with other countries would increase.l? Faine, then, by the
following statement became the first American to call formally
for a written declaration of independence:

To conclude, however strange it may appear to some
or however unwilling they may be to think so matters
not, but many strong and striking reasons may be given
to show that nothing can settle owur affsirs so ex-

peditiously aE an open and determined declaration for
independence. 0

Thomas Paine included an eight-page appendix in the

second and third editions of Common Sense which reaffirmed the

reasons for declaring independence. The appendix thus became

the resume of his pamphlert.

lelbid., p. 37.

191ni4., p. 43.
Zolbid-’ PP- 4‘3"440




Paine asserted that the time is right for American
independence, especially from a2 military point of view. Paine
believed that these moments come but oncs to any nation and
that they must be seized immediately if the advantage is to
be taken. Paine believed that independence was closer to
natural order than reconciliation because it was simpler and
life should avoid complexities.

Before Paine left the subject of common sense, he
answered those Americans who would return to 1763. He stated
that Britain would never propose this and if she did, she could
not be trusted to keep her word. Finally, Paine brought
Common Sense to a conclusion with this appeal:

Independence is the only bond that can tie and keep
us together, We shall then see our object, and our
ears will be legally shut against the schemes of an
intriguing as well as a cruel enemy. We shall then,
too, be on a proper footing to treat with Britain; for
there is reason to conclude that the pride of that
court will be less hurt by treating with the American
states for terms of peace than with those whom she
denominates "rebellious subjects" for terms of
accommodation, It is our delaying it that encourages
her to hope for conquest2 and our backwardness tends
only to prolong the war,Zl

II, American Reaction

Common Sense became the arsenal to which most colonists
referred for their argumentative weapons. And, like radical
propagandists before him, Paine raised the struggle between

the mother country and the colonies above the temporal, in

2l1nid., pp. 51-52,




8 case, taxation, His appeal was to the ideal, i.e., a
atic-republican form of government, The theories of

e in Common Sense became, to many, like words spoken by

g Almighty, Moreover, Common Sense enabled the people of

jerica to understand the object of independence. This was the
Betus Americans had needed and wanted.

It is an accepted historical fact that Common Sense

fluenced people toward independence. Paine combined the

i in order to accomplish this end. He caught people's
fention with his intoxicating idealism and attack on England's
rchy.

Paine wrote Common Sense because of his belief in the

lerican revélutionary cause as the cause for all mankind. He
wrote it because he was a rebel at heart. He believed

the essence of his own reason was to point out needed

>’¢es.22 Paine hated the control, restraint, and convention

had been imposed on him in England and wanted personally

9 See them overthrown. Aamerica offered him a chance to

ze significant social and political changes. C. E. Merriam

- gone so far as to suggest that because Paine was possessed

the personal thought of rebellion against England, Common

22 . : ; g :
Gamaliel Bradford, "Damaged Souls," Harper's Masazine,

(February, 1923), p. 369.




Sense may not have expressed his true political theories,Z3
However, Paine's early, if not his lifetime, political theories
were exemplified by the bocklet.

Paine felt compelled to point cut the absurdities of
the English government., Monarchy's downfall and independence
were more than personal battle cries for him, In fact, Paine
did not stop with these seemingly rebellious acts, but outlined
his plan for a representative democracy., He saw America as
only a first step in a worldwide trend toward democracy. He
was concerned with much more than revenge against England, al=-
though that, too, was a part of Paine.

Thomas Paine has been ch&racterized,qs a rebel and a
propagandist because of his style of writing. Paine never wrote

formally; although he wrote well., The sentences of Common Sense

are neat and simple, They are free from inversions and very
brief, Paine's rhetoric is centered on epithet, not sentence
structure, He sometimes became theatrical in his writing. He
had the ability to coin quotable phrases. Paine held power
over the crowds through his ability to be both complimentary
and bitterly irritating at the same time.

Common Sense succeeds in being interesting, heart
throbbing, and nefarious, It has no ironical humor, but is
filled with all kinds of apt anecdotes. While Paine was ignor-

ant of grammar, he was a master of words. His diction was

23Howard Penniman, "Thomas Paine-Democrat," American
Political Science Review, XXXVII (April, 1943), p. 244,




clear and direct., His secret forte was the rhythm of his
phrases. They were snappy and vigorous. America was thus
moved during the Revolutionary Era by a pamphlet extremely
readable and appealing to the emotions.

Paine's style of writing in Common Sense caused the

people of America to think, not necessarily to contemplate,
and to organize their thoughts in a particular direction. The
action which came about as a result of their thinking is a
coﬁpliment not only to Paine, but to the revolutionary spirit
of the American common man of 1776.

The effect of Common Sense on the American people was

much the same in every section of the country. However, be=

cause the background of each section varied, Common Sense

attained differing degrees of influence. For example, Virginia
was truly the Old Dominion, having the longest established ties
with Great Britain., As late as August, 1775, the Virginia
Convention declared: "We again and for all, publicly and
solemnly declare, before God and the world, that we do bear
faith and trué allegiance to his Majesty George the Third, our
only lawful and rightful King."24

Shortly after the first issues of Common Sense were

received in Virginia in 1776, a decided change in ideas was

seen in that colony. These changes cannot completely be

24Thomas J. Wertenbaker, Give Me Liberty (Fhiladelphia:

American Philosophical Society, 1958), p. 25&.




credited to Common Sense, but Paine deserves at least a share

of the credit, George Washington wrote to Joseph Reed on
January 31, 1776, "A few more of such flaming arguments as were
exhibited at Falmouth ‘and Norfolk, added to the sound doctrine
and unanswerable feasoniné contained in the pamphlet Common
Sense, will not leave numbers at a loss to decide upon the
propriety of separation."25

On April 1, 1776, George Washington again wrote Joseph
Reed: "By private letters which I have lately received from

Virginia, I find that Common Sense is working a powerful change

there in the minds of many men 20 Indeed, the minds of

Virginia had been changed for the Virginia convention of May

6, 1776, formally approved the idea of independence.27
Pennsylvania and the middle colonies were least in-

fluenced by the publication of Common Sense because they had

suffered fewer direct animosities at the hands of the British.

As conditions worsened, however, Common Sense was given more

and more attention.
All Philadelphians became aware of the publication of

the pamphlet Common Sense, although it took them longer to

recognize its author. Each edition of the pamphlet was widely

. 2Sialort:hi.n.g,;t:on C. Ford, (ed.), The Writings of George
Washington, I1I (New York: G, P. Putnam's Sons, 1889), p. 396.

26Ibidc' IV. p- 4-

27Wertenbaker. Give Me Liberty, pp. 255-256.



advertised in newspapers, taverns and public resorts, A
measure of its popularity in Pennsylvania was the newspaper
-replies to it, both pro and con, John Adams was one of the

first to write against it. Adams' recollection of Common Sense

in his autobiography best describes his mixed emotions:

In. the course of this winter (1775-76) appeared a
phenomenon in Philadelphia, a disastrous meteor, I
mean Thomas Paine. . .in the latter part of winter he
came out with his pamphlet. The arguments in favor
of independence I liked very well; but one third part
of the book was filled with arguments, from the 0ld
Testament, to prove the unlawfulness cof monarchy. . »
his arguments from the 0ld Testament were ridiculous
« « s+the other third part, relative to a form of
government, I considered as flowing from simple ignor-
ance. » .1 dreaded the effect so popular a pamphlet
might have among the people, and determined_fo do all
in my power to counteract the effect of it.2¢

One negative newspaper reply was signed "Candidus® and was
dedicated to John Dickinson. Other newspaper replies were
signed "Rationalis" and "Cato." During the months of February,

March and April, 1776, nearly every editrion of the Fennsylvania

Zvening Post had some article traceable to the independence

views of Common Sense.zg

The controversy of conservative reconciliation versus

radical independence which Common Sense articulated soon began

taking shape in the province of Pennsylvania., Finally, after
a long period of sifting and willowing, the conservative-mod-

erates of the State gave way to more radical members. On

ZBCharles F. Adams, (ed.), The Works of John Adams, II
(Boston: Little and Brown, 1850), pp. 506-507.

29
Scharf, History of Philadelphia, I, p. 310,




June 24, 1776, the Conference of Pennsylvania30 declared their
willingness to concur in a vote of the Continental Congress
declaring the united colonies free and independent States,.21
Pennsylvania was the battle-ground of conflicting
opinions. The quéstion of independence had nowhere been so

o

actively debated by the press. Common Sense aided greatly

those radical leaders who were for independence. But the oppo-
sition was strong because it included moderates such as Morris,

Dickinson and Charles Thomson., That Common Sense survived at

~all in Pennsylvanla may be a measure of its influence on the
people of that colony.

Throughout Massachusetts and the rest of New Englan&.
Common Sense arrived almost too late to effect the minds of
many men, Actual fighting had already become a way of life by
January, 1776. Opinion had traveled far from the day of
Lexington and Concord and the word ""republic" was no longer
a frightening term. In fact most towns were in the process
of passing resolutions for independence.32 Certainly Common

Sense had no trouble finding approval.

304 provincial conference of committees was held in
Philadelphia beginning on June 18, 1776, This conference met
at the request of John Adams and the Second Continental Congress
to supplant the existing colonial government, Congress believed
the old oaths supporting the Crown of Great Britain were not
consistant with measures it had already taken. At this meeting,
Pennsylvania approved the recommendation of Congress.

31Scharf, History of Philadelphia, I, p. 315.

32Lee N. Newcomer, The Embattled Farmers (New York:
King's Crown Press, 1953), p. 97.




Common Sense helped the people of Massachusetts forma-
lize the logic of the situation they found themselves caught
in with the British troops. Many of the lesser leaders among
the radicals were continually writing and speaking out for
independence in the first few months of 1776, .One such lay
leader was Joseph Hawley of Northampton, Massachusetts, who
seemingly received his inspiration from Paine. On February 16,
1776, he wrote a letter to Elbridge Gerry, part of which read:

1 beg leave to let you know that I have read the
pamphlet entitled, "Common Sense, addressed to the

Inhabitants of America," and that every sentiment

has sunk into my well-prepared heart; in short, you

know that my heart before was like good ground well

prepared for good seed; and without an American in-
dependent Supreme Government and Constitution wisely
devised and designed, well established and settled,

we shall always be but_a rope of sand; but, that

well done, invincible.

Common Sense contributed to the cause of independence

in all other colonies as well as these mentioned as being

representative., The ideas and concepts of Common Sense seemed

apropos to the situation immediately at hand in the colonies.

Therefore, one may assert that at this time Puritan New

Englanders, proprietary leaders, and Southern slaveholders

were united and had little compunction about using the simple

vigor of Paine's rhetoric to further their own colony's cause.
The intellectual leaders of the colonies compose a

group whose reactions to Common Sense must be dealt with. The

33Peter Force, (ed.), American Archives, fourth series,
IV (Washington: St. Clair Clarke and Force, 1843), pp. 1190-
1191.




person of renown more closely concerned with Paine than all
others was Dr. Benjamin Rush. Rush took pride in the fact that
he had coached Paine into writing the pamphlet., After its
publication, Rush recorded these views about its acceptance
in the colonies: | .

Its effects were sudden and extensive upon the
American mind. t was read by public men, repeated
in clubs, spouted in Schools, and in one instance
delivered from the pulpit instead of a sérmon by a
clergyman in Connecticut. . .the controversy about
independence was carried intoc the newspapers, in
which I bore a part. . .l was actuated by the double
motives 0f the safety of my country, and a predi-_,
lection to a Republican form of government. . . s

In a letter to George Washington from General Charles

Lee on January 24, 1776, mention was made of Common Senset

Have you seen the pamphlet Common Sense? 1 never
saw such a masterly, irresistable performance. It
will, if I mistake not,; in concurrence with the
transcendent folly and wickedness of the Ministry,
give the coup-de-grace to Great Britain. In short,
I ovn myself convinced, bg the arguments, of the
necessity of separation.’

Delegates to the Continental Congress sent innumerable
copies back home, Francis Lightfoot Lee sent a copy to Landon
Carter, who was known to have opposed independence., He alsco

sent copies of Common Sense to Colonel Francis Taylor for dis-

tribution.3® Charleston received its first copy when Christo-

pher Gadsden brought a copy with him upon his return from

34Corner, The Autobiographv of Rush, pp. 114-115,

35Fbrce, American Archives, fourth series, IV, p. 839.

36Philip Davidson, Propaganda and The American Revolu=-
tion 1763-1783 (Durham: University of North Carolina Press,

1941), p. 215.



Philadelphia early in February, 1776.37 One of the North
Carolina delegates, Joseph Hewes, decided against sending large
quantities of the pamphlet for distribution in his home state,
but did include a copy with his letter to Samuel Johnston on

February 11, 1776.3% Common Sense was sent to the North Caro=-

lina back country by another delegate f{rom that colony, John

Penn, 29 Many of these delegates used Common Sense as a baro=

meter in gaging public opinion.

The pamphlet had drastic influences on the common
American citizen. As far as its influence was concerned, Common
Sense was in a class all its own. In this vein, it was the
best piece of propaganda produced during the Revolutionary
period.ao

The newspapers of Philadelphia serve as the best opinion=-
measuring device. All newspapers pointed out the influence

of Common Sense on the common American citizen. The Constitu-

tional Gazette of February 24, 1776 reported that the "pamphlet

entitled Common Sense is indeed a wonderful production. It

is completely calculated for the meridian of North America.%4l

37 1big

38Edmund C. Burnett, Letters of Members of the Continental
Congress, I (Washington: Carnegie institution, 1921), D. 344,

33

Ibid., p. 349.

4ODavidson, Propaganda of the American Revolution,
p."13-15o

Van der Weyde, Life and Works of Paine, I, p. 36.




The Pennsylvania Evening Post of March 17, 1776 asserted that

"Common Sense hath made independents of the majority of the

country."42 "Common Sense is read by all ranks, and as many

read, so many become converted," stated Almon's Remembrancer

For 1776, '"Common Sense has converted thousands to Independence

who could not endure the idea before."43

The most numerous of all colonial Americans was the
small farmer class, Paine influenced them with his masterpiece
of propaganda. His attack on the King had great popularity
_among the frontiersmen.44 Naturally, among these democratically
inclined classes, this "independence for a democratic republic”
appeal took firm root. After the appearance of the pamphlet
"middle and lower class Americans shed their colonial loyalties
like a last year's garmet, and thenceforth they regarded the
pretentions of kings as little better than f lummery.”42 Common
Sense may not have started the revolution in America, but
because it swayed the masses, it did much to end it favorably

for Americans.

421154,

431pid., p. 37. Almon's Remembrancer was a magazine

circulated in both England and America between the years 1773
and 1781, 1t was mainly concerned with items on the American
independence issue and was published monthly by John Almon in
London. The best published article exemplifying an individual's
conversion to independence because of Common Sense appears as

a letter from a reader in New Jersey signed "Essex" on February
26, 1776 and may be found in Force's American Archives, fourth

series, IV, pp. 1496-1498.

44 ; = - s . P
Vernon L. Parrington, Main Currents in American Thought
oy

o

I (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 192/), p. 33
45

Ibid.



Tory reaction to Common Sense was anything but pleasant,

as one might expect. Sam Adams stated mildly, "It has fretted
some folks here (Boston) more than a little."46 One American
historian put it this way:

Gentlemen who had gingerly talked of .independence
with trusted friends behind closed doors now found a
reckless spirit blustering forth with the idea in
print. Genteel minds reacted to it as to a piece of
bawdy house pornography-they read it, fascinated,
finished it in disgust.

Common Sense obviously was a most influential pamphlet.

Its propaganda value during its own time was much more important
than its philosophical value. One of Paine's biographers
exclaimed, "To it the American people owe their independence."48
If they do, it is because of Paine, the propagandist and not
Paine, the intellectual philosopher, Paine was an idealist

and his appeal to idealism, i.e., independence and democracy,

was the main propaganda weapon of Common Sense .

Paine transposed many of the ideas of the Continental

Congress, Common Sense gave the bell of independence a new

and popular ring which Congress probably could not have done.
Paine had translated the great political ideas in such a manner
that all literate colonists could easily understand the ideas

of Congress through his writing.

46David Hawke, In The Midst of a Revolution (Philadelphia:

University of Pennsylvania Press, 1961), p. 90.
47 1pid,

48Van der Weyde, Life and Works of Paine, I, p. 31.




CHAPTER V

THE AGE OF PAINE

The success of the pamphlet Common Sense was amazing.,.
Almost 500,000 copies weré sold within the first year of pub-
lication. Paine's fame became widespread as a result of Common
Sense. Oné Revolutionary historian, because of the impact of

Common Sense, refers to this time period as "the Age of Paine."l

The purpose of this chapter is to show Paine as he really was
during his own "Age," and specifically, to show that Common
Sense was his stepstone to political achievement.

Although Paine was primarily concerned with defending

Common Sense from newspaper attacks in 1776, he took part in

framing the Pennsylvania constitution. He did ﬁot draw up the
constitution, but his ideas directly influenced those men who
did. All of Paine's biographers attribute much credit for the
constitution to him., Most Revolutionary historians alsc

place Paine's name along with Eenjamin Franklin and James
Cannon as one of the direct co-framers of Pennsylvania's con=-

stitution of 1776.2 However, Palne stated in an address f'to

lHawke, In The Midst of a Revolution, p. 183.

236hn C, Miller is typical of those Revolutionary
historians who give Paine full credit for being an active co-
framer of the Pennsylvania constitution of 1776. See Origins
of the American Revolution (EBoston: Little Brown, 19435,
p. 504,




the people" on March 18, 1777, in the Pennsylvania Packet that,

"I had no hand in forming any part of it [?ennsylvania consti=-

tutioé], nor knew anything of its contents till I saw it pub-

lished."3
The reason many historians have given Paine so much

credit in framing Pennsylvania's constitution of 1776 is that

it was based on many of his "radical" views in Common Sense,

It was a republican constitution whose victory could be attribu-
ted to a coalition of western farmers and Philadelphia artisans.
The constitution provided for manhood suffrage, an annually
elected unicameral legislature, and a plural executive which
could never take authority from the all-powerful assembly.4
Clearly, the majority ruled under the Pennsylvania constitution
of 1776.

In August, 1776, Paine renounced what trace remained
of his Quaker principles and joined the army. His enlistment
in the Pennsylvania division headed by General Roberdeau lasted
only about a month., In September he renewed his enlistment
at Fort Lee on the Hudson and served under General Nathaniel
Green until January, 1777, having seen action at the Battles
of Trenton and Princeton. In fact, Paine inspired the men in
these battles with his first "American Crisis" paper which was
read to the men by General Washington. In the mood of Common

Sense, Paine wrote on a drumhead by campfire:

3Foner, Complete Writings of Paine, 1I, p. 270.
4

Brunhouse, Counter-Revolution in Pennsylvania, pp. 18-38,




These are the times that try men's souls. The
summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in
this erisis, shrink from the service of their country;
but he that stands it now, deserves the love and
thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not
easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with
us, that the harder the conilict, the more glorious
the triumph. '

Although Paine was officially out of the Continéntal Army by
January 21, 1777, his patriotic spirit continued with the
fighting men to the end of the war, and he continued to write
additional "American Crisis" papers until 1783.%

On January 21, 1777, Paine was appointed by the Congres-
sional Council of Safety as secretary to a commission sent to
make a treaty with the Indians in Pennsylvania. There 1s no

doubt that he received this assignment because of his renown as

the author of Common Senss. His writing ability impressed many

Congressmen, and he was judg;d as the best person to write the
commissioners'! report. He was paid 300 pounds for this ser=-
vice.7

Two days before Paine wrote "Crisis LII" on April 19,
1777, he was appointed secretary of the Congressional Committee
of Foreign Affairs. He did much in this capacity to aid his

country. He kept the American representatives abroad informed

of the state of affairs at home.® Paine in this position also

’ 5Foner, Complete Writings of Paine, I, p. 50.

61bid.

7Van der Seyde, Life and Works of Paine, I, p. 42.

8A typical letter from Paine to an overseas official is
the one written to William Bingham at Martinique which can be
found in Van der Weyde's Life and Works of Paine, I, p. 43.




H

kept many other officials in government service iniormed o
foreign affairs proceedings. This is evidenced from his many
letters to Richard Lee, George Washington and Henry Laurens,
In his capacity as secretary Paine must truly have found him-
self., On October 24, 1773, Paine wrote to Franklin in Paris
that he had "the pleasure of being respected and 1 feel a little
of that satisfactory kind of pride that tells me 1 have some
right to it,"9

A month after this letter was written, Paine unfortun-
ately became involved in a controversylwith Silas Deane over
French aid to the colonies., This abruptly brought his elation
to an end and caused him much personal torment. Tﬁe debate
between Paine and Deane centered on the question of French aid
to America before the Franco-American alliance of 1778, Paine
~accused Deane of attempting a fraud on America. Although Paine
ultimately proved Deane in the wrong, both men lost their jobs.

The controversy had started in 1775 when the French
foreign minister, Vergennes, decided that the time was right
to aid America against England. The aid was to be kept secret
for political purposes., Therefore, a secret company was set

up under Caron de Beaumarchais, a trusted French agent.lo Cn

9pixon Wecter, "Thomas Paine and the Franklins," American
Literature, XI1I (November, 1940), p. 313.

10Beaumarchais was the son of a watchmaker, a self-made
man- who possessed high intellect, comeliness, wit and charm.
He is best remembered as the author of two of the most popular
comedies of his day, The Barber of Seville and The Marriage of
Figaro. Unfortunately, honesty did not seem to be one of his
virtues.,




May 2, 1776, one million livres was turned over to Beaumarchais,.ll
He set up a fictitious private company called Roderique Hortalez
and Company which used the money to purchase and send military
aid to America. Beaumarchais bought French powder magazines
for four sous perlpound aﬁd shipped them to America on the basis
of twenty sous per pound, making a nice profit for himself,12
He made these transactions with Arthur Lee, the secret agent oi
Congress in London. Beaumarchais stressed the idea that this
was a gift, but later insisted on tobacco payments from America
to make the entire scheme appear as a commercial transaction.l3
This Lee reported to the Foreign Affairs Committee of Congress,
which agreed to the transaction in good faith. Congress little
suspected that it might have to pay twenty sous a pound for
gunpowder which cost only four.

This French aid transaction took place in June, 1776,
one month before Silas Deane arrived in France. When Deane
arrived in July he met with Beaumarchalis and made the mistake
of proudly claiming himself responsible for the entire aid
transaction, Furthermore, Deane borrowec money for personal
reasons from Beaumarchais and became indebted to him. When
Beaumarchais presented a claim to Congress for payment of the

bill, Deane signed the statement which made the French gift to

11John R. Alden, The American Revolution, 177/5-1783
(New York: Harper and Row, 1954), p. 182,

12yan der Weyde, Life and Works of Paine, I, p. 67.
13

Ibid.



America now appear to be more officially a lecan. Before all
this transpired, Arthur Lee had discovered that the aid was

to have been a free gift from the French government and so in=-
formed Deane,

The other Eommissioners to France (Franklin and Lee)
wrote a note to Congress in October, 1777, explaining that the
aid had a "no repayment ever® stipulation from the French
government. In the early part of 1778 when Beaumarchais' claim
reached Congress, Silas Deane was recalled., PFaine was so
shocked that anyone would become so unpatriotic toward the
"cause of all mankind" as to stoop to embezzlement that he
carried this scandal to the American people through the preas.
The Paine-Deane affair thus became much heated.

Paine published a short notice in the Pennsylvania

Packet of January 2, 1779, which exposed Deane fully to the
publica l

If Mr., Deane or any other gentleman will procure
an order from Congress to inspect an account in my
office, or any of lr. Deane's friends in Congress will
take the trouble of coming themselves, I will give him
or them my attendance, and show them in handwriting
which Mr, Deane is well acquainted with, that the
supplies he so pompously plumes himself upon were
promised and engaged, and that as a present, before
he ever arrived in France; and the part that fell to
Mr. Deane was only to se= it done, and how he has
perfogzed that service the public are acquainted
with.

The reason Paine published the notice in the first place

is best expressed by him in a letter to Henry Laurens. Paine

1%7an der Weyde, Life and Works of Paine, I, p. 73.




carefully explained that he wanted to prevent the enemy from
drawing any unjust conclusions from an accidental division in
the House over this matter. Another reason was to set the
minds of the people at ease concerning Deane,l?

Paine's public attack on Deane had broﬁsht public answers
from Deane's followers, The January 2, 1779 letter quoted
above offered proof that Paine was right about Deane, but in
doing s0, Paine alluded to secret documents in his possession
as secretary to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,16

Paine not only exposed Deane, but unmeaningly exposed
the nation's negotiations with France. The French minister
Gerard had to demand that Congress disavow Paine's statements.
Congress consented, even though every member knew Paine was
completely correct in his assessment of the whole affair,
Congress asserted that the United States had received no aid
whatever from France before signing the Franco-American alliance.
To carry this face=-saving operation, Paine had to be called to
account by the Congress. Paine had no opportunity to get his
case officially beifore Congress because his friend Henry Laurens
had resigned as president of Congress in December, 1778 and
was replaced by John Jay, who was a Deane supporter., Therefore,
on January 7, 1779, Paine resigned his position as secretary

to the Commicttee of Foreign Affairs,

15

Conway, Life of Paine, I, p. 125,

16All of Paine's articles and letters on the Deane affair
appear in the second volume of Foner's Complete Writings of Paine,




Thomas Paine was probably aiming for bigger promoters
than Silas Deane, ie seemed to be trying to expose Robert
Morris, a wealthy Philadelphia merchant and profiteer., Paine
believed that Morris was the guiding spirit of the organization
which wanted to tﬁrn the American Revolution into a hugh
"stock-profiteering® operation.17 Indeed, there is evidence
to suppose Paine was right. Thomas P. Abernathy uncovered
several letters between Deane and Morris which indicate that
they had more in mind than the good of their country with their
commercial transactions,l8

What started out as a debate over the role of an American
commissioner to France rapidly developed into a struggle be=
tween radicals and conservatives in Pennsylvania., Wealthy
merchants for months had been organizing to overthrow the demo=-
cratic state consititution of 1776 which Paine supported. He
aided the city artisans and mechanics by writing articles to
the press in defense of the constitution.

- The Constitutionalists won a resounding viétory on
election day, October 12, 1779, Paine was given an appointment
as clerk of the Pennsylvania Assembly in November. Once again,

the spirit of Common Sense placed him in a position of high

office, The new Assemblymen had rewarded Paine because of his

political viewpoint:s.19

‘ 17 10hn C. Miller, Triumph of Freedom, 1775-1783 (Boston:
Little, Brown, 1948), p. 373.

Thomas P. Abernathy, Y“"Commercial Activities of Silas
Deane in France," American Historical Review, XXXIX (April, 1934),
p. 477,

9 T &
Foner, Complete Writines of Paine, I, p. xviii.




Paine's most important accomplishment as clerk was
his writing of the "Preamble to the Act Passed by the Pennsyl-
vania Assembly March 1, 1780." This act provided for the gradual
emancipation of Negro slaves. .1t was the first legislative
measure passed in>America'for the emancipation Qf slaves .20

In May, 1780, Paine made his most dramatic move before
the Assembly. He drew 500 dollars on the salary wihich was due
him and donated it to the cause of the American troops. This
was done on the Assembly floor immediately after he had read
a plea from General Washington for material support in the form
of food, clothing and back pay. Paine's donation was combined
with other donations to establish the Bank of Pennsylvania
to supply the army with the needed provisions.Zl

If Paine had lost the popularity he had once held as

author of Common Sense by the indirect censure by Congress, he

more than regained it by the above mentioned acts. The Univer=-
sity of the State of Pennsylvania conferred on him on July 4,
1780, the degree of Master of Arts,.22

Paine resigned his position as Assembly clerk in Novem=-
ber, 1780, with the intention of writing a history of the

American Revolutionary War., His history of the war was never

written because he immediately became involved in other important

201pid., p. xix.

21Conway, Life of Paine, I, pp. 156-160.

221pi4d., p. 161.



adventures. On June 1, 1781, Paine sailed with John Laurens
to France. They had been requested by Congress to seek addi-
tional military aid to continue the war. Although Faine must
have played a prominent role in this mission, he received
neither acknowledgement nor compensation for hig time and
effort.23

Paine found himself in severe financial troubles when
the end of active fighting came to America in 1781. His dis=
tressing financial situation was a result of giving every-
thing to the patriot cause and keeping nothing for himself.
Congress proposed giving Paine a $6000 memorial gift, but
reduced it to $3000 to compromise with his enemies who still
occupied seats in Congress. Paine was really saved by the
State of New York which presented him a farm of three hundred
acres, New York presented this confiscated Loyalist farm
at New Rochelle to Paine because '"his literary works. ., .in-
spired the citizens of this state with unanimity, confirmed
their confidence in. . .their cause and have ultimately con-
tributed to the freedom, sovereignty, and independence of the
United St:eltes."24 Pennsylvania also relieved Paine's pecuniary

. worries by granting him 500 pounds.25

23

-

Van der Weyde, Life and Works of Paine, I, pp. 116~

123,

Foner, Complete Writings of Paine, I, p., xxiii.

25Van der Weyde, Life and Works




Thomas Paine moved to his newly acquired farm in the
summer of 1784 and remained there and in Bordentown, New
Jersey, until 1787. There his mind took a natural bent to=~
ward science, He devoted most of his time to the inveantion of
an iron bridge without piérs and to a smokeless. candle. But
his thoughts .were not entirely on science during these days.
One of Paine's letters to Benjamin Franklin at this time is
characterized by a yearning to visit Europe.26

This temperamental restlessness got the best of him in
April, 1787, when he sailed for France and England. He in=-
tended to spend only a year there, promoting his bridge in-

27 Insteéd, he passed

vention and visiting his parents.
fifteen years there., Thus Paine brought to a close his first

extended visit to America.

26This letter is dated Harch 31, 1787 and may be found
in Foner's Complete Writings of Paine, I1II, p. 1260.

27Van der Weyde, Life and Works of Paine, I, p. 167.




CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONS

This study was originally begun because it was believed
that Thomas Paine and his writing best exemplified the feeling
of the average American during the American Revolution.

Paine's Common Sense also lends itself to a study combining

the three disciplines of history, literature, and political
science., Paine, himself, succeeded in combining the three
disciplines; He became famous because he knew history, com=-
bined it with logical political thinking (at least, to most
Americans of this time), and presented it through some of the
best romantic literature written.

The purpose of this study has been to show that the

writing of Common Sense was the most important event in Thomas

Paine's life. The timely publication of this pamphlet brought
him instantaneous publicity, and the favorable public reaction
marked a definite turning point in his life. Prior to coming
to Philadelphia in the late fall of 1774, Paine had achieved
little in the way of financial, political, or social success.,
The early chapters are concerned with the events which
provided Paine with an insight into the problems of the mass
of the British people. This thesis emphasizes that Paine's
personal experience in England affected him to such a degree
that monarchy in general and the British government in partic=-

ular were anathema to him,



In Chapter Four, the outward manifestations of Common
Sense give way to an analysis of the subject matter which
makes up the pages of Paine's book. Authors have been prone

to slight Paine's background as an influence in Common Sense,

and have neglectéd to construct and outline his model for con-
stitutional governmént. Hlopefully, this study has made con-
structive contributions in these areas.

The thesis resumes its study of the author by analyzing
the various reactions to Paine's work. Paine must Have been
quite amazed at his degree of accomplishment and acceptance.
Paine had come far in fortune since those excise days in
England. He found himself in America's best company and high=-

est social level. This was one of the results of Common Sense.

Paine's first book gave him a political base in Pennsylvania
and United States political affairs, a baserwhich agssured his
future political and literary career.

This thesis may help make Paine better understood in the
nuclear age. It has emphasized the importance of an individual's
past personal psychological meaning for any written work like

Common Sense.. Twentieth century extremist writing may be

better understood after a study of one of America's first ex-
tremists, Paine. A study of Paine's book indicates that there
is certainly an American heritage which is liberal and reformist
in nature., Yet, any study of Paine and his writing points

out the impossibility of adeguately defining "conservative and

liberal," Paine was obviously a liberal, but many of his ideas



are those of America's present-day conservatives. What Paine
would be today if he could return is difficult to determine,
Thomas Paine's place in American history is as a po-
litical interpreter. He did for the political philosophers
those things they were not able to do themselVgs - sway the
public mind., Paine communicated intellectual Amefican thoughts
to the commoner. Because Paine did this so adequately, we can
today better judge the emotions and mental attitudes of -the
average American of the Revolutionary Era. Paine deserves to
" be better remembered in twentieth-century America, and as a
great contributor to American revolutionary society, rather

than as an eccentric old man.
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