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PREFACE

The political Mark Twain has been described as an
~inconsistent man often overwhelmed by despair about the
American political system. Perhaps, his political
changes do seem inconsistent; however, qareful examnin-~
ation indicates that they were the result of the kind
of change and growth that Twain felt necessary for'
maturity. Undoubtedly, he became discouraged by the
evils that existed in American democracy; but he did
not give up on democracy, because he believed it to be
a system of government far superior to any oﬁher. As a
result of his enduring faith in the dewmocratic system,
Twain considered elections and their results to be
important; therefore, he felt that citizené should
actively support the best candidate, regardless of any
party loyalty. Although he often bitterly attacked
his country, he was actually attacking those evils
which he could not stand to see creeping into the go#ern—
ment. His attacks show his life-long concern for his
country. If he had not really cared about it, he would
not have actively sought the reforms that he did.

In Chapter I, "The Child of Which a Voter Yias Made,"
"I have described Twain's political background--the

influence of his father, John Marshall Clemens; his



Civ
brother, Orion; his home town, Hannibal; and his early
experiences as a printer's apprentice, reporter, riverboat
pilot, and soldier. I have discussed Twain's experiences
as a lepislative reporter in the ¥Yar West and Washington,
D. C., in Chapter II, "The Origins of the Book Which
Named an Age." Chapter III, "The Mugwunmp Yho Evolved
from the Gilded Age," deals with the period from 1870
thrbugh 1884, a period in which Twain céllaborated with

Charles Dudley .Jarner on The Gilded Ase, wrote other

political satire, and participated actively ih political
canpaigns. In the final chapter, "The Disloyal Patriot,”
I have discussed Twain's increasing political independeﬁce
and disgust with political parties; his novel, A

Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court; and his writings

on anti-imperialismn,

I wish to express my thanks to Dr. Green lyrick for
his helpful suggestions on the preparation of this study
and for the encouraging interest he showed in a shorter
study on the same subject which I wrote while taking the
course Mark Twain and His Times. 4ilso, I would like to
thank Dr. Charles %alton for his careful reading of my
study and for his useful recommendations. Iliy deepes?t
thanks go to my husband, Manne, for encouraging me, for
typing innumerable pages, and for rémaining calm when T
could not.

July, 1968 | - " N. L. M.
Emporia, Kansas o
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CHAPIER T

THE CIILD OF ViHICH A VOTZR VLS [ADE

Although Yark Twein resented in meny W?ys.the
views of his cold, stern father, he never reelly turned
sgainst his father's basic vpolitical beliefs, = Twein's
father, John llarshall Clemens, nsmed for the conservative
chief justice, would probably have been z TFederalist |
if th=t party had not died in the esrly nineteenth
century.1 Instead, John Clemens was 2 known Whig.g
From his Whig end Federalist ancestors, Twsin inherited
the idéé‘that a nzn's politicel rights should denend
on his wealfh.3 The Thig Party, a mejor pzriy for
nearly twenty yezrs, stood for right of oroperty ~nd
telent and attacked the Democratic Party for appealing
to the poor znd illiterate,

In 1846, John Yarshall Clemens demonstrsted his

Whig convictions as a delegate to the perty's stzate

convention.4 During thet same yeszr, he ran for Clerk

1Louis J. Budd, lMark Twain; Socizl Philosopher, n.

2Dixon Tecter, Sem Clemens of Hannibel, p. 55.

-

SBuad, ov. cik., p. 12.
*1vid., p. 2.

————n
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of the Circuit Court of Marion County, liiscouri, on
5

the Vhig ticket. Urndoubtedly, he would have been elected

had he not died before election day.6 At his death,
he was prezised by Hannibal's Democratic newspeper, the

Gazette, for his "pudblic spirit" and his "high sense of

—

Justice and moral rectitude."7 Such e comment from &
press opposing Clemens's views would seem to be 2 high
comﬁliment. KEven though he was firm inlﬁis Whig
convictions, John Marshs1ll Clemeﬁs was known to be =
nonconfornist, because he was a freethinker, not unlike
the man his literary son was %o be.8 Twain's comaent,
"Phe Clemences have always done the best they could
to keep the political balances level, no matter how
much it might inconvenience them," would certeinly
2pply to ais father.9

Although John Marshzll Clemens remained true to
his perty until his death, his son, Orion, wag not so
faithful., Twein ofbten commented orn Orion's politicsl

inconsistency, seemingly forgetting thrt his own

5Wecter, op. cit., p. 114,
6Loc. cit.
7quoted in ibid., p. 118.

81via., p. #0.

————

9

Samuel Clemens, The Autobiogranhy of Tfark Twein,
PO ]-9.
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inconsistency could easily be compered to that of his
brother, In a letter to illiem Deam lowells dated
Sepheuber 21, 1376, Twain, obviously exeggerating,
says that Tilden's defeat is certain because Orion
has bolted from the Republicsn Prrty =2nd intends to
vote for Tilden, adding "For some inscrubable re=son
God never allows him [érioé] to vote right."lo On
Octdber 11, Twain a2gain ansures Howells %het Haﬁes will
win the election becsuse Orion joineé forces with the
enemy: "If you knew nin as well as I do you would
have confidence in hinm, His instinct to do the wrong

thing is absolutel unerring."ll Of Orion, he elso

observes, "Whig today, Democrat next week."12

Although Orion Clenens did chenge his party sffilistion
several times, he changed no oftener than Twein did.
Indications ere that, when Orion did chsngé, he sincerely
believed he wes doing the right thing., For examnple,
Orion's Yhig attitudes were obvious in 1852 when he
wes writing obituzries in the Hannibzl Journsl fof
statesmen Daniel Webster and Henry Clay.l5 The Journal

was & Whig paper when Orion bough% it, and he continued

the Whig partisanship by reporting the party's doings

loHenry Nash Smith and William ¥, Gibson (eds.),
Mark Twesin-Howells Tetters, I, 154,

11

Ibid., p. 153,

ottt

12Quoted in Vecter, op. cib., p. 232,

~ Porvia., p. 195.
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end by attacking the Democratic Party ns was expeclted
of him, In nineteenth-cenbury jourelisn, editors w-=re
e s . 1 s s s 14
pertisan, winning or losing rezders a2s politics shifted.
If the cireulation of their newspeper inscreased, they

becane more imrortant to their pftrty.l5 Nrion wrs =

steady Vhig, later beconming a Lincoln}?_ep‘:blican16
and an zbolitionist.l” Such affilietions reqguired
morﬁl and sometimes physiczl strength'in;the ¥issouri
of the pre-Civil Var period.18 éurely, they were the
result of honest convictions, just ss “rrk Twain's
later politicel affilietions were, not simply the
whins of a2 vacillating man,

Although Orion prebably only provided Mark Twain
with comib meterial, John li~rsh2ll Clemens cert=inly
provided Twain with his errly politiczl beliefs, Twein
wzs quite young when his father died, but he wes acgquainted
with his father's surport of fthe "hig Ferty, as well as

the party's suvpport of his fether,

Ypuad, op. cit., p. 3.

15Loc. cit,

16Wecter, on. cit., p. 232,

17Fred . Lorch, "fark Twain - nd the 'Cenpeign
That Pailzd,*'" Ansricon Liberaturs, XII (Jsnuary, 1941),
459,

s}

3 _
l’Wecter, ov. cit,, D. 232,
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Hennibel musit, also, have influenced lark Twéin
in 2 sonewvh+t different way, however, Tn the nid-
nineseenth century, meny patriotic events nccurred in
Hznnibel., The Denocrsts paid tribute to Andrew "01ld
Hickory" Jack=on when he died in 1845.19 The Hennibal
Whigs celebrated Zachary "0ld Rough »nd Re=dy" Taylor's

2 R
O These =znd numerous

election zs President in 1848,
other pasriotic and politicnl affairs in Twnin;s homne
town provided news for the local pzpers, one of which
Twein began working for at the asge of thirteen.21
| His first job wsas that of 2 printer's zpprentice,
or printer's devil, for lr, Ament's peper, the Missouri
Courier, While 2t the Courier, he was expoced to
Denocratic Party ideals; however, he mesinteined his
Vhig principles.22 Later, in an erticle written for
Orion's pever in Hannibal, Twain bitterly sttecks his
former employer, r, fment, for the latter's politicel
views, calling Ament ", . ., this soft-s-aper of Democratic
rascality « « o this father of E\EOTIEING."g5 In "Blabbing

Government Secrets," an zrticle Twain published in the

91via., . 194.

20Loc. cit,,

21Budd, op. cit. p. 3.

22Kenneth Richmond indrews, Mook Fsrms '=rk Mrain's
Hartford Cirecle, ., 111,

A
2’Quoted in Budd, op. cit., . 3.
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Septemnber 16, 1852, issue of Orion's Hannib=1l Journal,
he satirizes Yissouri's Democratic governor and legislature
for ressing bills that favored friends.gu Thus, if
on the subject of politics, Twain's writing for the
Journsl usuzlly followed his "hig views, even though
his initiel experience was with a Democratic Perty
newspa?er.25

| During Twain's‘early vears as a reﬁbrte} for the
Hannibal Journeal, he became interested in an issue
that was to concern hin for the rest of his life, one
that he treated most thoroughly, but not most skillfully,

in & book which named the age following the Civil Var--

The Gild=d Age. The issue was that of corruption,
especially thet which seemed %o engulf poiitics'and
government. TIn his comments in "Blabbing Government
Secrets," he reveals his ezrly interest in this moral
issue in politics., In 1854, he revortis the>corruption
of St. Touls policemen end of 2 boovkkeeper in the St.
Louis Democratic office.26 Twenty verrs later, {n

& letter to H. H. Burrough of Cepe Cirardesu, Missouri,

24Loc. cit.

25Loc. cit,

2611443, , p. .

——e
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he comments on himself end on his civic pride, saying
thet he had been a

« « o« Callow fool, = self-sufficient ass,
nere human tumble-bug, stern in eir, heavi
et his bit of dung and imagining he is
remolding the world and is entirely capable
of doing it right,

som

o
(e

Between 1853 and 1857, Twain trasveled, writing

many pstriotic pieces, especially about Thilsdelphia
28

end Washington. Of course, some of these articles

are not psirdotic in the usuwal éense of the word;

in te =d of blindly =sdwiring his country =znd =211 thet

it stood for, Twein criticizes it, often bitterly.,
Perhaps, however, this kind of criticism comes only

from a true patriot who really c=res zbout his.country
end aboutlwhét heppens to it. Dﬁring this period bstween
185% znd 1357, he begen his Lelentle 18 criticism of
the Congress of the United Staotes, comunlsining of =
weak fenzte, the chambers of which ", . . no longer
echo.the words of Clay or Websher or Calhoun."29 He

wzs even more critical of the House of Renressntztives

in wvhich ", . ., ne-rly every man seeed to heve sonsthing

27Samuel Lenghorne Clemens, The Portadbls ¥ork
Twainz Pe 7500

28

B‘U.dd, 2}:1' Cito, ppo 5"‘4!
297bia., p. 4.
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weighine on his mind on which the Salvation of the
Republic denasrded, and wnich he appesred very anxious
to esse himgelf of,n20

From 1857 to 1861, he was almost =5 inconsistent
about political partics 2s he leter zccused Orion of
being. He =2dmibtted his inconsistencles, comvering
them to those of a relative, Sherrerd Clenmens, =
Repﬁblican Congressman from West Virginfa durlhg the
war, who later went to St. Louis end became 2 rebel,
Twain s2id of hinself and Sherrard Clenens, "At the
tinme that he was a Republic:=n I was a rebel; but by
the time he had become a rebel I was. become (temporarily)
a Republipan."Bl

During the yezsrs, 1857 to 1861, when Twzin was ¢
riverboszt nilot, he probadbly often heard erguments
for the South's csuse while novigeting the river
between St. Louils snd Few Orlesns. Surorisingly,
hoﬁever, he did not turn into & secessionist, 1In the
1850 election, he favored the NationelAConsbitutional
Union Perty that wss prinarily made up of former Thigs
and Know-Fothings who strzddled the issue of slavery.52
Twenty years later, he evidently reproached hiwmself

for wmoving toward the Know-liothing Farty, but since

5oLoc. cit.
31

Clemnens, The futobiogrsphy, p. 31,

o) .
3'"Budd, 2“2- -C__if‘o, Do 66
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many Whigs moved in the same direction when their prrty
began to collepse, his move with them is understnnd?ble.33
After the election, Twein's sentinents were probedly
in support orf Jefferson Davis, but he rem=ined, for
a short Tine at least, loyal to the Union, true to
his Whig origin, 27
In 1851, he denounstrazted his divided loyalties
by serving briefly in the Confederate Army. Constant
rain, nonexistent snelter and headguarters, tiresome
moving, little food, disorganization, =znd poor
leédership—-ell doubtless influenced him to desert
the Confederate Army in Missouri about two weeks aflter
he had Joined it.55 FPerhans even more influentiel wzs
Governor Jackson's defezt 2% Boonville, issouri, =
defezt th=t gave the Union control of the Missouri
River and kept newly formed units from resching General
Price, commander of the Vissouri Confederste forces.36
| After the experience described in his "The Private
History of e Campzign That Failed," Twain ", . . resolved

to retire from this avocation of sham goldiership" to

551vid., p. 4.
1bid., p. 6.
35Lorch, op. cit., p. 463.
26

Loc, cit,
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maintsin his self—respect.37 Tvidently, he hzd no
desire to fight for either side in the Civil Wer, not
because he was disinterested in the outcome of the
war, bubt beczuse he did not like the idees of "shooting
it out." Ister, he declares thet he joined the
Confederate Army because of social pressure.ag However,

‘et one time, he wrote a series of letlters, the Srnodgress
Letfers, for the Hannibal Journzl, expréssing ﬁrejudices
which, although they seem incongruous with the better-
knovn humsnitorian Twain, could zcccunt for his short-
lived Confedarate fervor., Perhaps, cfter 2 few diffigult
days in the army, he reczlled thst he hed actually '
voted for unity in 1860.59

Although Twein served briefly in the Confederate

Aruny, he became a Republicrn when he treveled to Neveda

with Orion, whom ILincoln h=4 pointed to serve as

2P
. . - . 40
secretesry to the governor of the Wevada Territory.

In Jznusry of 1261, Orion had «=et out to ~btesin 2
vy s
political appointnment in retnrn for his schtive suppart

41

of Tincoln, Ezrlier, Orion had supporsad Zdwerd

Bases of St. Louls zs a running mate for illard

-

3/Clemens, The Portable Mark Tw=in, ». 139.
o g -

3“Budd, on. cit., v. 6.

59Loc. cit,

q’OAndl‘e'\‘:’S 4 ' 120 Ci LI p [ ) 1]—1 L ]
l " o
Horen, ov. cit., i 459,
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Fillmore.42 Although Bates was not nomin~ted, he was
appointed United States Attorney-~Genevzl sfter Iincoln's
election.45 tie rememnbered Orion's svprort and, as 2
result, was instrumental in getting Orion the position
in the Nevadz Territory in 1861.44

With the help of his nmother =and sister, Orion
nznzged to pversusde Twein to go to Nevedz with him
for company znd for financizl help, altﬁough he w=s
probably more interested in separsting his brother from
Confederate influences.45 Twain's main reagson for
going was nct the prospect of gold and zdventure, but of
escape from three months of bewildermen’t, unemployunent,
and military farce. The ides of ‘rying something
new aﬁd different, of being employed ~gain, and of,
perhzps, helping to build a new state probabiy lured
hin to Nevaeda in 1861,%°

Among the many influences upon the political
deveiopment of Twain, therefore, were his fether, brother,

home town, and his nunerous Jjob experiences, His fsther's

Vhig views were Twain's views during his esrly ye-rs

42Wecter, op. cit., p. 195,

43Lorch, op. cit., D, 459,
44Wecter, op. cit., p. 195
45Lorch,‘gg. cit., p. 465,

45 .
Ioc. c¢cit,
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and, to 2 certaln extent, during his laoter yerrs. TFor
some time, he maintained the Whig view that 2 man's .
wenlth 2nd property should determine his political power,
He usuzlly sew his hrother's political ch=znges with
hunor; however, Twein's own changes were equslly numerous,
His vzrious job exneriences doubtless gave him the
opportunity to obrerve sand consider divergent politicel
beliefs.

As a young wmrn, he nmoved firat from Thig to Know-
Nothing. Then, he developed at least tokén Confederste
sympathies. Finally, he became something of 2 Republican
when he traveled to the Nevada Territory with Orion..

Although his e=zrly interest in wolitics wa2s not

03

rezb
in coaperigon to that of the yesrs from 1876 %o 1884,
he was demonstrating the dsvelopment of a later belief
th=t such inconsistency indicated growth., To Twein,
thet en individu~l should blindly and stubbornly r=tain
the sszme politicel neliefs all of his life wzs 2 eign
of immsturity, not one of moturity.

In addition to his later peclitical independence,
Twain's early years show the beginnings of his life-
long concern about political corrupbtion, zn issue he
became more conscious of when he revorted the zctivities

of the levada lezislature for The Territori=l Enterprise

of Virginie City. Because of the corruption of elected.
representatives of the people, Twz2in was never to trust

the Americen voter again.



CHAPTER TII
THE ORICGINS Or THE BOOK WHICH RAMTD AN AGE
Fift=en months after his journey to the MNevada

Territory in 1851, Mark Twain begen reporting for the

Virginia City Enternrise, ' During thzt period, he

endured hsrdships sinmilar to thoae vhich had encoursged
him to desert after spending only two weeks in the
Confederate trmy in Missouvri., However, in lNevads,
he was prospecting ﬁnsucoessfully for gold and silver,
His title, "The Private History of a Crmpai gn That
Failed," éould be used to dsscribe his prosvecting
ventures es aptly as it did his exwperizsnces in the
Confederate Arny.47

Twein wes extremely discourzged =bout his lsck
of success 1in KWevada, so discourasged, in fact, thst
pride was the only thing that kept him from returning
to Missouri., He had bragged too much sbout mzking his
fortune in Nevzda., Therefore, his destermination
probsbly led him to return to that field in which he
had hzd some experience., Because some of his humourous

letters had earlier been published in the Virginia

aay

47Henry Mash Smith and Frederick Andarson (eds.),
Mark Twzin of the Zntervrise, pd. 4-5. :
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City Territoriel Znternrise, the newsvaper hired him
as 16ca1 revorter during the sumner of 1852, There
is evidence that in late Septenber or ezrly October
of 1862 Twain begen his full-time job as reporter for

the Territorial Enterbrise.qg

While working for this newspaper, he covered the
capitol in Carson City, Nevada, Although he often
repérted the facts of legislative proceédings in such
det21) that some of his reports:were end zare foo dull
to reprint fully, he sent light-hearted, irresponsible
letters for the Sunday paper.49 As a result of these

contributbtions to the Sunday issuve of the Territorial

Enterprise, the Monday session of the legislature wzs
usually disrupted

« « o by the complaints of members ., . . . They
rose ton dquestions of vprivilege and snawe—-ed the

criticisms of the corresvondant with bitterness,
customsrily describing him with elaborate snd

uncomplimentary phrases, for lock of 2 brisfer

‘ways To save their time, I presently begzan to
sign the letters, using the Mississippi le=z=ds-
nan's call, "lMark Twain" (two fzthons--twelve
feet) for this purpose,.

481v1a., v. 5.

49Budd, op. cit., p. 8,

5OClemens, The Autobiosravhy, v. 114,
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Tvein's politics1l hunmor th=t{ so gre=2tly disbHurbed
these legisleotors, although 1t often h=d = sefious
tone, was mzinly written to entertain his readsrs,
An ex=zmple is "The Grand Bull Driver's Convention,"
2 parody of a session of the Nevadz 1egisleture.51
Other reporters in Czrscn City elected Twain governor
of their mock-legislature, the Third llouse, z2n indication
of their rzspect for his wit and setire and pblitical
undaerstanding, o2

Perhaps, because of his own youthful confusion
abﬁut politics 2nd because of the bewildering issues
of the period, two mejor ironies run througﬁ Mark Twain's
life #nd writings in the Fsr West., First, slthough
he hed served with the Confedsrzte Army, he either
evoided the issues of the Civil Wer or followed loczl
opinion in Tevsda, saying =2s little zs possible a2bout ‘
the matter. Second, his observations of governuent
corrﬁption in the Far West provided the informztion
and the fury he later needed to write ﬁhe book which

nzmed an age--The Gilded Age

L3
5 ]

however, he himnaelf was

et least slightly guilty of furthering such corruption,

-
2s shown below,

ASlJohn Q. Reed, "Mark Twain: 3t Cozet Journalist,"

Tie
The Midwest Quarferly, I (Jenuery, 19%0), 147.

52Budd, op. ¢it., p. 9.
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Mark Twein ridiculed the Cerson City Indenendzut in

2 letter dnted February 1%, 1364, becsu~e, true to its

name, this newspaper never took sides on snything,

In facvu, he observes, the "Inderendent is a consistent,
harmless, non-committal sheet, I never saw =z paper of

that non~-conmnitv=l name that wasn't.”55 These comments
could slso dascribe Twain's own attitude toward

the Civil Wer, since he was no less non-cowmittal than

the Independent,

Twain's views on the Civil War are confusing.
Farly in the 1820's, he considers hin-elf & Soubtherner;
however, soon a2fter his arrival in Neveda, he devel s
Union ztbtitudes, ost of the time, though, he is
interestea only in avoiding the issue.54 Vhen reporting,
he gives the impression of tzking the Union side;

instezd, he is actually following the Interprise policy

of editorislizing on fzctions in the Union Party, the

majority psrty in leveda until after the Civil War.55
Bven though Civil War news wes gn important part

of ell Nevada newspapers, Twzin denonstrates no personal

interest in any aspect of nztional politics.56 On the

other hand, his inbterest in locel politics is grest,

end his writings about locz2l molitics are not harmless

C, . ' .

)BSmith and Ardarson (eds.), ov. cit., p. 18l.
Y1bid., p. 19.

ssBudd, oD, cit., P. 8.

r .
5°Smith and Anderson (eds.), ov. cit., p. 17.
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and non-committal, He could never<refrain from exvressing
his views on dishonesty in »olitics, views which

ripened invo nzbturity during his deys zs o reporter in

the rar Vest, In s piece cz2lled "The Greazt Prize Fight,"

first published in Golden Xre, Twein sztirizes a

canpaign for governor of California in which the per-
sonalities of the candidstes hide the issues.”! He
implies, here, thet the suverficially liksble Governor
Nye of the Territory of Ievede hzd the kind of versonslity
wnich would get him elected, but which aléo would
obscure his lack of ability. In Twain's o»inion,
"Governor live was an old and seasonad pdlitician from
Yew York~~politician, not statesman.hSS Nye aia very
little in his cépscity as governor; zciually, he was
fareiy in Nev=zda, usuélly lesving Orion Clemens 2s
acting governor. His purpose for moving to Nevad=a
from New York was to turn the territory into a state

end becone & United States Sencbtor from the new state.59

Nye obtzined his Senate seat by this rsther dishonest

nethod,
While he was reporting for the Virginia City

Territorizl =nterprise, Twaln discovered bribery, the

‘buying =2nd selling of votes, snd the giving of jobs

>7Reed, op. cit., p. 147,

58Clemens, The Autobiocranhy, p. 112,

*91vid., p. 115,
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oy 6 . .
for politiesl fevor. O 1n "Concerning loteries," he

ridicules those people who eagerly sought positions
es vell-p=id notaries public from Governor live in

.. 61 v s e  ms =
Nevade, The inefficiency end stupidity of these
unnecesssrily nunerous notsries engered Twsin., He

(e

discusses in his January 27, 1864, letter to the

Enterorise the significence of a bill to reforn the
position of notary public:

This is a most important bill, and if pas=sed
will secure clearer and more comprehensible
records hereafter, It will leave Storer county
twelve lNMotaries in place of the fifteen hundred
we have at prssent, and these twelve will have
to be men of solid reputation , , . .92

In the £a1l of 1865, he wrote letters to the

Enterorise from Sen Francisco, attacking, for a chsange,

political corruption in California rether than in
Nevads.®7 In "whst Have the Police Been Doing?," he
disgscusses the corruption of the Szn Frezncisco police,
who ere ", . . easy and comforteble-—-zlways leaning up
egainst = l=mp post in the sun.h64 Specific events
triggered the rage Twaln directed ~t the police, For

example, he had evidently seen groups stoning Chinsse

60Budd, op. cit., p. S.

61Reed, op., cit., p. 147,

628mith znd Anderson (eds.), op. cit., pp. 143-144,

63Reed, op. cit., p. 147.
Shauoted in ibid., p. 148,

i
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Yeundryaen; the police, insterd of stooping this nersecution,
nerely viinked =2t the people who were throwing the stones.
He saw thct the :olice would not protect honsst, hord-
ﬁorking‘minorities from the less respectable people of
the city, because the police were too often corrupt.65

Another questionable practice which was distesteful
to Twain was the passage of legislative bills that

would personally help 1egislators.66

The Sierfa Seminary
Bill was designed %o grant twenty-thousand dollers

to a privete school with only forty studants in Czrson
City.®7 1n his letter of Tebruary 16, 1804, to the

Tnternrise, Twain comnents on not only the corruption,

but =lso, the stupidity of the menbers who favored
the Sierras Seminary Bill:

One nenmber would vote %20,000 to the Seminesry
beczuse he would rezp an advantezge, in dollzrs
and cents, from the pzssege of the bill.
In=2smuch as these stztements come from the
gentlenen referred to themselves, they are
entitled to full credence, If there could

be a merit sttsched to a wrong motive, I
think that merit might be considzsred to be
the smzll amount of intelligence recuired

to keep from telling about it. Butbt all
Legislators are not diplonats,©8

©%Budd, op. cit., p. 16.
66Smith end Anderson (eds.), op. cit., p. 165,
67Budd, ov. ¢it., p. 11, '

6gsmith and And=zrson (eds.), ov. c¢it.,
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He, then, =2sks sarcestically, "Vouvld it not be well
to plzce Tthe sscenmbly where the press, snd through the
vress the peovle, could look after it?"69

After his experiences in Fevads and Colifornisa,
he concluded that politics and corruption go hznd in
hand, He had seen corrupt men being rewarded whereess
his brother Orion, demonstrating his honesty as\seéretary
to the territorisl governor, wes not reﬁarded.70 This
discouragenent end disillusionmént may have caused
Twain, for a time at least, to enjoy some of the snoils
he himself could obtain,

The mejor ironies in Twain's fanous story, "The
Celebrzted Jumping Frog of Crlaveress County," lis in
the significence of the names given to the dog #nd the
frog, TFor exsuple, the dog nsmed Andrew Jackson demonstrries
the inconsistencies of Jeckson =2s the famous frontiersmnon,
The frog named Dan'l Webster demonstrstes by his flip-
flops the shifts that were typicel of Webster, Therefore,
the theme of this satire is the irony that Jackson 2nd

Webster were not what they appear to be.7l Strangely

enough, the lMark Twain who reported the bribery, the

®9Ibid., o. 196.

7OPhilip Sheldon Foner, lMzrk Twein: Soclsl Critie,
P. 65.

718. J. Krause, "The frt 2nd Sstire of Twein's 'Jumning
Frog' Story," Ameriesn Qusrbterly, XVI (Winter, 19€4), 568,
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buying and selling of vobes, »nd the giving of jobs
for politicsl f=2vor in the Neveda Territory wss not whet
he eppeared to be, either, Twrin hinzeglf received a
Job as recording secretefy for the fair of the V=shoe
Agriculturel, llining, »nd lMechanical fssociation at e

three-hundred-dollsr salary; he also received seven
dollars a dey as a legislative reporter.72

After going to work for the Territorial Enterorise

and beconing its Carson City reporter, lark Twaln wss
very much impressed by his own importance, In fsct,
as Budd notes, he considered himself ", ., . political
heed of the family, a position he was never to resig;n."75
He even braggsd about his influence on the legisel-ture:
I was there every day in the legisl~ture to
distribute conpliment =nd censure with evenly
bzlanced Jjustice end spresd the szme over hzlf

s prge of the Tnterprise every norning;
consecuently I was an influence, ’

Althouzh his finzncial records indicate th=zt he was
receiving little money that was not accounted for, Twzin
said that he knew how to blackmail mining companies;75

In his February 11, 13¢4, report, he boasted that the

72Budd, oD. cit.; p. 8.

51vid., pe 74
4

Clemens, The Autobiography, »n. 114,

75Budd, op. cit., p. 8.

—e
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legislature would pass bills that he favored:

hile I was absent a moment, vesterday,

¢« o o the llouse, . . knocked one of ny

pet bills higher than 2 kite, . .

I convened the nembers , , ., end dolugel
then with blasvheny, after which I entered
into e solemn compwact with then, whereby, in
consideration of their re-instating my bill,

I was to make an zmple =zpology for all the
mean things I had snid about them for
pessing thot infamous, unchristisn, infernsl
telegraph bill the other dsy, I =2lso .
vronisad to spologize for =11 the unesn Hhings
that other neosple h=d published =gainst them
for their depr=ved action sforesnid, Thew
re-instezted my pet to-d=zv, . . . T hereby
solemnly epologire for their rascelly condict
in psssing_the infenous telegr-=ph bill s~bove
mentioned,

Twain's supﬁosed influence on the legislzture
resulted in confidence that he could get his brother
Orion a”job when the need arose. In a letter written
to his mother and sister on August 19, 1855, he says,

We shz11 bud out into a Staue before mzny
nonths, which will relieve Orion of ais
office, If I have influence enough, I
mezen to get him noninsted 2 czndidate for
some fat office under the State Government,
so thzat you cz2n come out »nd live with hiwm,
I am s pretty good hand 2t such things, I
wes & mighty he=zvy wire-puller st the ls=st
[the second Territorizl) Tegicl=ture, I
passed every bill I worked for, & on 2 bet,
T killed = bill by a three-fourths vote in
the Fouse a2fter it had pss-ed ths Council
wunnnimously, Oh, I tell you = revporter in
the Legislature can swiav more votes then
any member of the body.

76Smith end Anderson (ed=.), ov, cit., v. 156,

770uoted in ibid., p. 13.
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ozsting about his vower in s letter sent to
his femily bzck home is the natural thing for a young
man on his own to do. Therefore, one msy excuse some
of Twain's comments as mere exsggerations., However,
his involvement in events surrounding the defeat of
the Nevada Congtitution on Jenusry 19, 1964, cannot
be excused 2s easily.

At first, Twain's accounts for the Enterprise

were humorous, but imperson=zl, Fventvally, however,
he boc me more biting 2nd critical, especizlly of
William !, Stewsrt, whom he ridicules for giving the
szne spesch agein and agsin and for his insincerity
gbout tae miners.78 Stewart fevored rejection of the

constitution, probebly because of = tex on undeveloped

mines, The ¥nterprise, at% first, fevored the constitution,

and so Twain publishes 2n atvack on a group which hsd

broken withh the Union Party end was sgsminst the constitution,

His éolumn was definitely vartisznj dbut, on January 4,

1834, he Wrbte g letter in which he concluded that,

because of certein flaws that it contsined, the constitubtion

should not be passed., His change of opinion wns evidently

caused by the same tax clause of which Stewsrt disaprroved.
On Janunry 27, following the defeat on Jenusry 19

of the Nevada Constitution, Twain received 2 gold wetch

from Theodore Vinters, a major stockholdzr in the Ophir

7®Budd, op. cit., . 9.
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Silver ¥ining Conpsny, snd flexsndsr M, Brldwin, Stewsrt's

79

partner, Although he hed originslly been highly
criticzl of Willienr I, Stewart, not only wss Twsin
now cuick to change to Stewart's side on the constitutionzl
issue, but he was slso glad for the ovportunilty bto become
Stewart's private secretary in 1867.80
The extent of Twein's involvement in such affairs
as the defeat of the Nevada Constitutioﬁ, the passage of
his "pet bills," end the accuisition of a good Jjob
for Orion is uncertain., However, zs proved above;
he did take pert in certzin practices thet were et lesst
on the borderline of the very kind of political corruption
that he condemnned, Iater, in 1857, however, he begsn
trying to detech himself from whet he cslled "government
pep," or, in other words, governnent favors.81
After his yesrs as & reporter in the Feor Vest,
Twain spent some time abroad, reporting his observations
in letters =nd, later, in books, Upon his return to
the United Stztes late in 1857, he became the Vashington
correspondent for wvarious newspapers.82 In Vashington,
he observed politicel corruption that was similzar to

that which he had seen in the Vest.

?91bia., p. 10.
BOLoc, cit.

—

8l1pis., p. 33.

o

82Justin Ksplen, Mr, Clemens =znd =rk Twein, p. 59.

—
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In 2ddition, the iupeachment proceedings brought
egeinst Andrew Johnson in 1853 had =n import=nt effect
on “ark Twsin, During the proczedings, he hsd been
syapathetic in his newspaper =rticles towerd Johnszon,
However, in 1369, et the end of Johnson's =zdninistrztion,
he wrote 2 bitterly hunorous piece sbout Johnson's
final hour s President. According to Twein, Johnson
had served the United States by protecting perjurers,
assessins, the Ku Klux Xlan, snd by encouraging political
corruption, snd he notes that Johnson lenves his post
¢ca2rrying much public property.85 Just as the newispapers
to which he sent his work in the lste 18%0's indicate
Twain's incressing Reéﬁblican Party'@artisenship, his
etbock on Johnson, a Democrat s11 of his life,>F proved
14,52

Out of the ye=srs between 1361 =nd 1870 ceome meny
of Twain's comments about the kind of politics that he
hated. Actuslly, it wes not political pesrties that he

hated; it wes, instezd, politicsl corruption.86 He

8 .

BIbldo, P 690
84Andrew Johnson hzd been s Democrat 211 of his
life; however, he was z2gainst secession, [fs a result

of these views =2nd his active politicel life, he was
selected to serve on the Republican ticket with Lincoln,

85Budd, op. ¢cit., p. 35,

801pia., p. 27.

— e
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considered corruption nonpartissn, He criticizes the
corruption in the Congress of the United Stztes without
party prejudice. Tnresged sboubt the corrurtion of the
1850's, he set out to inform the people so theot they
would act. He exposes corrupbtion in Mevada, Sen Ffsncisoo,
and Weshington, D. 0.87 The atbtitudes, idezs, and
informetion that he accuired during his eerly years

as 2 veporter materialize into The Gild=d Ace., Butb

they hsd en even more important effect--they shzped
his political beliefs.

ﬁuring the years 1861 to 1870, Twain's feith in
humanity died, never to be reborn.88 The corrupt
practices seen in the Nevads legislzture seemed to
make him more certain of the faulté in the netionel
election procedure, more certain of his Whig belief
that voting should be restricted to proverty owners.89
After his visit to Hzwaii, he comments that the Hawziian
king had been smart to restrict voting to veople with

property.9o

87Foner, op. cit., Dp. 67,
88Budd, op. cit., p. 12,
89Ibid., D, 18,

Prpid., p. 21.
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The time which Twain spent o8 2 newsprper reporter

—
3

marks the beginning of his growing dsshzir with democracy
in ‘fmericc, Mis despzir wazs cerbeinly the resuli of

his observation of corruption in the legislature of
Nevada and in the Congress of the United States, It

is not difficult to understand how a man of Twain's
idealism and intelligence would be discoursged by what

he szv teking place zmong men elected by.the veople to
fulfill positions of high responsibilities. e was not
without hope, however, His growing Republican Party
paertisanship in theblate 1860's and in the 1870f's wes

the result of his dzssire to find a2 party and a czndidate

to solve the problems fscing Americz.



CHAPTER III
THE MUGHUNP +/HO EVOLVED FROM THE GILDED AGE

To Mark Twain, settling into the Nooi Farm comumunity
of Hartford, Connecticut, in 1871, meant also settling
into local politics, especially Republiéan Pafty politics.91
However, he was basically unconcerned about party politics
during his first five years in Hartford, even though he

respected U. S. Grant.92

In general, until the campaign
of 1876, Twain, like most educated and Wealthy Northerners,
maintaingd at least an interest in the future of the

93

Republican Party. Nook.Farm residents, on tne other
hand, were more than just interested in the Republican
Party, and, in 1876, Twain, partially as a result of
this environuent, became an avid supporter of the party's
Presidential nominee, Rutherford B, Hayes.

The entrenchment of the Republican Party in Nook
Farm resulted from happenings in 1356, when Joseph

Hawley brought to light the community's interest in

politics by calling the convention which was to form

91Budd, op. cit., p. 43.
?2pndrews, op. cit., p. 11l.

95Budd, op. cit., p. 42.

D
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the Republican Party in Connecticut.94 It was obvious to
Hawley, John Hooker, and others that the Free-Soil FParty
and the Know-Nothing Party would not be good for Nook
Farm's political future. At the 1856 con&ention in
Connecticut, two-hundred men under the leadership of
the Nook Yarm group met and combined elements of their
Whig, Jeffersonian, and Free-Soiler Reliefs into a
Republican Party which opposed the Demoérats and Know-
Nothings.95

Joseph Hawley was instrumental in foundinz the
pafty in Connecticut as well as in disseminating the
new party's views. ¥ith wWilliam Faxon, Hawley started

the Evening Press in 1857 for Jjust that purpose.96

Charles budley yarner became an editor of the Evening
Press and moved to Nook Farm in Hartford. During the
Civil War, the Hartford Courant evolved into a conservative
Republican newspaper, and, in 1867, Jarner and Hawley

bought the Courant and merged it with their Evening Press.97

Hawley changed from the radical Republican of the
early party in Connecticut to a conservative Republican

in the years after the Civil War,98 becoming governor

94Andrews, op. cit., p. 6.
95293. cit.

. 9%1pia., pp. 6-7.
hoo. cit.

Bipid., p. 7.
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in 18656 and later a congressman and an important
senator.99 The increase in comsunisic in ¥urope and an
inherent suspicion of uneducated leadership caused
Hawley and the Hartford group to forsake the radical
Republicanism of the late 1350's for more conservative

politics.loo

Residents of Mook rarm renained loyal

Republicans following thne Civil Jar for two reasons:

their intense dislike of tae principlesfof the'Democratic

Party because it had approved'of slavery and because,

they believed, it had favored the inwigrants, the working-

men, the Irishmen coning to Hartford as factory workers.lOl

Because ook Farm residents believed that the uneducated

workingmen to whom the Democratic FParty supposedly catered

could not develop into adeguate political leaders, they

had no other choice than to remain loyal to the Republican

Party.102 :
Although they continued to be staunch Re—publicans,lo3

following the Civil War, the people of Nook Farm became

less interested in national politics and more concerned

about local politics and gubernatorial and

99Kaplan, op. cit., ». 140.

looAndrews, op. cit., p. 111.

01134, , p. 110. .

1021534., p. 111.

103kaplan, op. cit., pp. 140-141.
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104 o f . .
Because Grants election in

senatorial elections.
both 1868 and 13872 was fairly certain, Hartford residents
could not become very excited about the national campaign,
Local elections, howeverg caused some anxiety, especially
a hot battle for governor which the Republican candidate
won.

Residents of Nook Farm retained their rather
disinterested attitude toward national ﬁoliticé throughout
Grant's administrations even though the corruption of
‘thqse years from 18568 to 1876 should have awakened
them. They believed, however, that this corruption was
not Grant's fault nor his party's fault, but rather the'
fault of other dishonest people.lo5'

Except for his sincere concern about the corruption
which worried neither mwajor party, lMark Twain, although
he voted Republican, was, like his Nook Farm friends,

106

disinterested in political campaigns., Even though

he respected Grant and was happy about Grant's election,
he stayed out of political campaigns until 1876,
concentrating, instead, on his satire of the corrupt

practices of the Gilded Age.

104Andrews, op. ¢it., p. 110.

1051pi4., p. 111.

loeFoner, op. cit., p. 93.

—
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Refore hig collabprstion with Chsrleg Dudler Werner

on Whe Gilded rpe, Twain wrote several pleczs of wpoliticel

setire which serve zs harbingers of this novel, Vhen
he hzd4 finally sdnitted his support of the Republicsn
Perty, he begen attacking the Democratic Party through
his srticles for the Buffslo g;presc}o7 In 1959,
however, he found it easy to harass Denocrats, but
difficult to compliment Republicens, beéause, in New
York, the spoils system had no respect for party lines.
‘Twein was angry with both psrties when he parodied
a éorrupt, nudslinging New York gubern-torizsl contc—:st.lo‘3

In "The Facts in the Greszst Beefl Contrrct,” written-
in 1870, he satirizes the bureaucrscy of the government,
He shows th=t a2 mzn trying to collect on e contrect for
beef for the army learns that, beczuse of the red tave,
it is inpossible to collect the money the government
owes hinm, One official comments,

We do things by routine here. 7You have followed

the routine and found out what you wanted to know,

It is the best way., It is the only way. It is 09
very reguler, and very slow, but it is very certzin.”

1078uaa, op. eit., p. 43.
1OSLoc. cit.,

10988mue1 Ianghorne Clemens, The Complete Short
Stories of lerk Twzin, p. 45.
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At the end of the story, the narrator expresses his
discouragement:
I only know that if a man lives long enough
he can trace a thing through the Circumlocution
Office of Washington and find out, after much
labor and trouble and delay, that which he could
have found oul on the first day if the business
of the Circumlocution Office were as ingeniously
systematized as it would be if it were a great
private rercantile institution.l
In the New York Tribune of September 27, 1871,
Twain's "The Revised Catechism" was first published.
By the end of October, Boss William M, Tweed and his
Tammany Hall Ring, which Twain's satire denounces,
was ruined. Altaough the article specifically deals
with Tweed and his friends, it condemns the whole period
in whicﬁ man's goal in life is to get rich dishonestly.lll
The Tammany Ring controlled the courts, grand jury,
district attorney, police, and literally every public

official from the governor on down.l12

Such corruption,
however, was not confined to New York; President Grant's
vice~president, private secretary, brother-in-law,
Secretary of War, and Secietary of the Treasury were

all implicated in corrupt practices similar to those

%%OLOC. cit.

lllFoner, op. cit., p. 68.

lleArthur L. Vogelback, "kark Twain and the Tammany

Ring," PKLA, LXX (iarch, 1955), 71.
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1 e ux R » 113
that ™illi~n ¥, Tweed used succes~fully in Nsw York,
Therefore, glthough in "The Revised Catechisa,” Twein
nentions only Tweed snd his henchnen, he censures, in
rezlity, ¢ much lerger group.

In "The Revised Catechism," Money is Gond; Tweed is
God's prophety; =nd Tweed's friends =re the twelve
disciples. Twszin parodies the Westminster Shorter
Catechism which he had, perhaps, learned =zs = child
to depict 2 class in modern forel Philosophy answering
qgquestions concerning current st-ndards. The class
begins, for exzmple, with the following recitation:

First cl=ss in modern Moral Fhilosovhy
stand un =nd recite: .
.. Whet is the chief end of men;:
A. To get rich.
In whot woy:
L. Dishonestly if we c=n; honestly if we nust,
Vho is God, the one only and true:
L, Money is God. Gold znd greenbscks 2nd stocks--
fsather, son, and the ghost of the srme--
three versons in one: <these zre the true =2nd
only God, mighty end suprene; =nd "illiam
Tweed 1s his rrophet.
By his use of the Biblical czatechism, Twain hoved to
convey to the public his znxiety about such corruption

and to shock the public into genrnuine concern about it.llS

Y iepian, op. cit., p. 156.
114Vogelback, ov, c¢it., pp. 72-73.

M57v14., p. 77.
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He realizes that the society which had allowed Boss
Tweed snd his colleagues to exist and prosper should be
denounced as well as the criminals themselves.ll6
Beczuse 1t demonstrates his genuine interest for his
country's mgjor problens, "The Revised Catechism" shows
him as "both citizen 2nd setirist."ll? Foreshadowing

The Gilded fge, "The Pevised Catechism" satirizes the

ethics of tne period more directly end concisely thzn

the novel.118

The Spanish-American Yar ended a period in Americe,
but the name given to that period as & result of Twein

and Varner's novel, The Gilded iAge, remains.119 The

title represents an important s2tire on people who
imitate those better than they: they are not the resl
thing; they are gilded.lgo Morison observes, "Well 4id
Mark Twain c21l this the Gilded fge, for when the gilt
wore off one found only base br=ss; everyone was trying

to meke & 'fast buck.'n el

1161334, , p. €9.

171via., p. 77.
W8yyia,, p. 72,

W—trars

llgWilliam 1, Gibson, "llsrk Twsin =2nd Howells:

Anti-imperislists,” New Englsnd ~uarterly, XX (Decemnber,

1947), 470,
- 120

Budd, op. cit., ». 51.
121 hn 3 ., > - 7S 4 4-

~“Semnel Tliot Morison, The Oxford History of the

Americsn Peovle, p. 73%2,
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ILiterature of the Gilded Age had a tendency to
ignore the existing political corruption, but Twain

4

and Warncr's The Gilded Ase was to be contemporary.l22

Its criticism of the period is even remarkably applicable
today.l25 Lowell and VWhitman also noted the decay of

the 1870's, but because they were not as involved in
current affairs as were Twain and Varner, they‘and their
124 '

works were not as significant.

According to the chapters of The Gilded Aze ascribed

to Twain, he was mainly responsible for the social
criticism, the real satire contained in the book.125
He, of course, was well-qualified to write these chapters.
For example, in a letter, he awkwardly describes his
firsthand knowledge of Congress and corruption:

VWas reporter in a legislature two sessions

and the same in Conzress one session, and

thus learned to know personally three sample-

bodies of the smallest minds and the

selfishest souli gnd the cowardliest nearts
that God makes.:2

l22Foner, op. cit., p. 70.

1251pia., p. 71.

l24K'ap1a-n, op. ¢it., p. 158.

125F
125
II, S42.

oner, op. cit., p. 71.

Albert Bigelow Paine (ed.), lark Twain's Letters,
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Supplementing his experiences as a reporter was his
personal acquaintance with the popular practice of
lobbying. In 1870, he had lobbied in Yashington, D. C.,.
for either a federal redistricting bill which would apply
to his fétber-in—law's ventures,127 or a bill involving
the Clemens Tennessee land. After his lobbfing experiences,
Twain wrote to Livy that he had enough information for

128

a book. For one thing, he explalns fbat he has found

the prototype for Senator Abner Dilworthy of The Gilded -

Age in a corrupt politician, Senator Samuel Pomeroy of

Kansas.129

In The Gilded Age, he shows no partiality, attacking

corrupt politicians in general rather than specifically
as Democrats or Republicans.ljo He comments in a letter
to Orion Clemens in 1875, as follows:

The present era of incredible rottenness is not
Democratic, it is not Republican, it is national.
This nation is not reflected in Charles Sumner,
but in Henry Ward Beecher, Benjamin Butler,
Whitelaw Reid, #%m. M. Tweed. Politics are not
going to cure moral ulcers like these, nor

the decaying body they fester upon.l5'

129Kaplan, op. cit., p. 121.

130Foner, op. cit., p. 93.

»lalQuoted in Kaplan, op. cit., p. 158.
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To Twain, corruption was everywhere. The small towns

as well as the cities were corrupt.132 Even Twain's
beloved Hook Farm was unable to escape the moral decay
of the period: Henry Ward Beecher had accepted money
and stock for endorsemwent and favors.155 In general,

therefore, The Gilded Age satirizes the practices of

lobbying and bribery common in Washington, as a result
of the corrupt Congress which exists because of universal
suffrage. Although the events and characters often seem
ridiculous and exaggerated, Twain drew most of them from
real life, and they were certainly recognizable to many
people in the 1870's.

Senator Abner Dilworthy, for example, is a character
amazingly close to real-life Senator Fomeroy, also
known as "0ld Subsidy" Pomeroy. Just as a Senate comnittee

did not censure Pomeroy, the Senate in The Gilded Age

refused to censure Dilworthy when he was exposed for

2
one of his attempts at vote briber,y.l)4 Furthermore,
Senator Balloon, who franks his bags home as government

documents, is Senator James Nye, former governor of the

1%21p14., p. 166.

[ ——

13314, , p. 157.
13%Budd, op. cit., p. Sl.
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Nevada Territory.155 When Laura Hawkins and Senétor

Dilworthy have a brief conversation in The Gilded Age

about the custom of franking, Laura says of Senator

Balloon,

He seemed to be packing the day I was there.
His rocoms were full of dry-goods boxes, into
which his servant was crowding all manner of
0ld clothes and stuff. I suppose he will paint
"Pub. Docs." on them and frank them hone,
That's good economy, isn't it?13%6

Senator Dilworthy replies,

Yes, yes; but, child, all Congressuen do that.
It may not be strictly honest; indeed, it is
not unless he had some public documents mixed
in with the clothes.137

An important characteristic of the period which

Twain and Warner satirize in The Gilded Age was that

of greedf The desire for the "fast buck" was widespread.
In the book, congressmen found it possible to get

rich faster than almost any other group in society.

1351pi4., pp. 49-50.

1365 amue1 Langhorne Clemens and Charles Dudley
Warner, The Gilded Age, II, 42.

157Loc. cit.
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For example, Colonel Sellers compliments Senator Dilworthy's

abilities along this line:

.He's an able man, Dilworthy, and a good man.

A man has got to be good to succeed as he has.,
He's been in Congress a few years, and he must
be worth a million.l128

According to the novel, the people are to blame for
the problem of corruption because of theilr ignorance
or their lack of interest in what is going on in their
government. Colonel Sellers, however, éxplains to
Washington Hawkins that such corruption is a natural
thing:

e ¢« o« in a free country like ours, where any man
can run for Congress and anybody can vote

for him, you can't expect immortal purity

all the time--it ain't in nature. Sixty or eighty
or a hundred and fifty people are bound to get in
who ‘are not angels in disguise, as young Hicks the
correspondent, says; but still it is a very good
average; very good, indeed. As long as it averages
as well as that, I think we can feel very well
satisfied. Even in these days, when people crow
so much and the newspapers are so out of patience,

there is still a very risgectable minority of
honest men in Congress. 5

1281pid4., I, 126.

1391pia., 11, 201.
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Twain's firm belief that the corruption in government
was the result of universal suffrege is expressed again
and ‘again in the novel. An explanation of this voting

practice in The Gilded Age implies that people are

primarily concerned about safeguarding this right to
vote, regardless of the conscquences, whether they
really care about the candidates or not. The democratic
process begins in the cities where

« « . the ward meetings elect delegates to the
nominating conventions and instruct them whom to
noninate. The publicans and their retainers rule
the ward meetings (for everyvody else hates the
worry of politics and stays at home); the delegates
from the ward meetings organize as a noiinating
convention and make up a list of candidates--one
convention offering a Democratic and another a
Republican list of--incorruptivles; and then the
great meek public come forwsard at the proper: time
and make unhampered choice and bless Heaven that
‘they live in a free land where no form of despotisn
can ever intrude.l40 .

In The Gilded Age, Philip Sterling, whose name

symbolizes his character, explains sadly that men are

no longer elected to Congress because of their qualifi—

cations:

« « « the chances are that a man cannot get into
Congress now without resorting to arts and nmeans
that should render him unfit to go there; . . .

I could not go into politics if I were a lawyer
without losinz standing somewhat in my profession,
and without raising at least a suspicion of my

»

1401514, , pp. 17-18.

————
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intentions &nd unselfishmess: Vhy, it is . . .

commented on 2s sonething wonderful if =» Congress-

man voves honestly znd uneselfishly and refuses to
. teke rdventzge of his position #2nd eterl from the
. governnent, 141

Philip comments that he does not know how reform c2n be
carried out, beczuse the people seen satisfied with the
governnent as it is:
I've seen a perfectly c=psble, honest man, tine
and agezin, run sgainst an illiterate trickster,
and get beaten, I suppose 1f the people wanved

. l42
decent members of Congress they would elect them,

Critics do not agree on whether or rnot Twz2in and

Warner's The Gllded Age communicates its authors' belief
that reform in the democratic systemn is possible znd
pr=ctical or that the system is doomed to fzil. Kevrlen
thinks that the topic of the novel is "dzwocrecy gone
off the trecks,"l43 and that the colleborators had e

. . 4 . .
“skeptical outlook on American democr:cy."lu’L He believes

that The Gilded fge shows Twain's contempt for Americen
society, especially government in 1870's. According
to Kaplan, the time Twain spent in England further

emphasized for Twain the flaws in American society,

11bi4., p. 193.

W21pid,, p. 194.
143K8p1an, ov. cit., . 162,

A4 1pia., . 160.
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because

he saw about him stability, government by a
responsible elite, the acceptance of a

‘ gentleman's code. These were painful contrasts
with chicanery and cynicism, the demoralized
civil service, the abuse of universal suffrage
and legislative power, and all the excesses
and fai%&ges of American society in the 1870's

Andrews agrees with Kaplan in thinking that The Gilded

Age shows the conviction of both authors that democracy
in the 1870's had failed and their belief that universalv
suffrage invariably resulted in government cor-ruption.l46
On the other hand, Budd contends that both Twain and |
VWarner believed in the democratic way of life and only
wanted to change\manners and morals.l47 Twain himself
often found it difficult to.decide how he really felt
about democrécy. He reproached it bittefly for its
sins. Even wheh he wvas so bitter, however, he seemed like
a stern father scolding his son. He was, of course, aﬁgry,
but only because his son had upset him and because he
cared so'much for his son. |

There arevironies in Twain's attitudes dﬁring the
Gilded Age just as there wére’ironies in his attitudes

toward the corruption he had observed in the West. He

51h14., p. 154. v
146Andrews, 92. cit., p. 184. .
lq?Budd, op. cit., p. 50.
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hated the worship of the almighty dollar; yet, he succumbed
to this worship himself. Perhaps he hated materialism
50 intenscly because of his own weakncss for wealth.
Although he disassociated himself from his family's
Tennessee land, he always secmed to be involved in some
"get-rich-quick" sc‘neme.148 He deplored the legislator
who accepted a bribe, but he could not see the sin of
the rich man who offered it. He seemed to think that
the legislator went looking for the bribe. Ignoring
their corruption, he respected and admired rich people,
apparently convincing himself that wealth vas a sign
of virtue.l49 He considered the lower class of people
to be the ignorant electorate responsible for universal
corruption; yet, he respected the upper class that often
became wealthy corruptly and passed its gealth on in bribes.

Twain's attitudes on suffrage did change, however,
After his trip to Hawaii in the mid 1860's, he favored
.voting rights only for those who owned property. After
his trip to England in the late 1850's, he approved
the British system of voting rights only for taxpayers.
However, when he went fo #ashington and saw the corfuption
resulting from the wealthy who were bribing members of

Congress, he decided that suffrage should be increased,

lU'BKIaL;plan, QE;'cit., p. 159.

: 149Budd, -O—E. Cit- [ po 1276
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150 He believed that "In any crisis of a

not decrecased.
great and dangerous sort the common herd is not privately
anxious about the rights and wrongs of the matter, it

151

is only anxious tvo be on the winning side."

i Therefore,

ne proposed a change in the suffrage laws to solve the

problem of corruption in government. He offers his

solution in an article for the Ablantic, entitled

"Phe Curious Republic of Gondour." Acobrding‘bo his

plan, each individual would have at least one vote;

a person of education would have more votes as would a

person of wealth. Thus, the wealthy and educated

could outvote the rmore numerous comizon p60p16.152
Evidently, lark Twain believed in women‘s suffrage,

thinking that women's influence would reduce corruption

and improve the quality of elected officials.l55 In

"The Temperance Crusade and Woman's Rights," written in

1873, he expresses the belief that there is no sense

in not allowing educated women to vote M. .’. while

every ignorant whisky-drinking foreign-born savage in

the land may hold office, help to make the laws, degrade

the dignity of the former and break the latter . . . ."154

l5oFoner, op. cit., p. 87.
151Quoted in Svend Petersen (ed.), Mark Twain and
the Government, p. 16.

152Andrews, op. cit., p. 112.

1551014, p. 142,

l548amuel Langhorne Clenens, The Complete Essays
of Mark Twain, p. 656.
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Although he had discussed his disillusionuent
with American democracy with numerous people, Twain
became involved in the campaign of 1876 more enthusias-
tically than in any previous election. In that year, the
Tilden-Hayes contest brought him and his Nook Farm friends
to life, thus helping to renew that interest in national
politics that had lain dormant for nany years.

Because many people were against President Grant
and had demonstrated their opposition to him by electing
a Democratic, Congress in 1374, a Republican victory in
1876 was doubtiul; therefore, a strong Presidential
nomince was needed to iaprove the party's position, but.
the nomination of Hayes made such an improvement h
uncertain.l55 By the election year of 1876, Twein's pariy
preference was not well known. In fact, he was asked by
Hartford Democrats to speak at a Tilden Club gathering.l56
When he wrote to Howells on August 9, Twein mentions that
he has been asked to speak at the raising of the Tilden
and Hendricks flag. Since he could not, of course, speak
at such a gathering, he advised them in a letter "not

to raise [Ehe flaéa ."157

155,
156

drews, op. cit., p. 1ll2.
Foner, op. cit., p. 93,

157snith and Gibson (eds.), op. cit., I, 143.



Puthnherford B, Hoyes, tirs, Howells's chuasin, wvae
the csndidrte whom Howelle f=vored, He w=s, in facht, to
vrite the czapaign biogravhy for fsyes, 7~ In an
Avgust 5, 1376, letter to Twain, Howells cowmments thot
‘Mrs. fowells ". . . thinks that snyvone who vohes for
Tilden will go to the Bzd ?1&08.”159 Twain replies
that the whole n=tion ", ., ., will go pretlty strzight to
Mrs., Howells's bad plzce" if Lild@ﬂ.ﬁihé 150

In 1876, for the first time Mwain rezlly prriici-
pates in e perty's ceonpaign for its Prasidentisl nominee,
His rezsons, however, zre uncertzin, Perh-os, he
sincerely felt th-t Zayves could right the vorongs which
existved, . Or, verhaps, he could not éeny the éenublicvn
influenoé of ais Yook Farm environnesnt, In =ny ca<e,
it is interesting and inportent th-t his "TLebtter to the
Knignhts of &t, Patrick" be considered, beczuse 1t
could confirm his honest belief in layes s =z possible
St., Fatrick, or it could foreshsdow Twain's own fa2ll

into party politics. The first paragraph of this

ot

letter describes St., Patrick's srrivel in Ireland and

his decision to rid the country of its corruption from

15%pid., p. 142,

159

Loc. cit,

1601454, , p. 143,
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the presidant on down, For exemple, “t, Vatrick ",
found th:=t the secretary of war had been so unbecoHaingly

econonical &3 to hove lzid un $12,000 & yenr out of e
161

salary of #8,000, end he killed hin," St. Petrick 2lco
e« o dis red thzt the congress wnich pretended

to phoilglou virtue was very anxious to 1nv00t1gute
en ambasszsdor who had dishonored the country ebroad,
but was esuelly anxious to prevent the spnointnent
of eny oLTPﬁg mzn to 2 similar vost; thet this
congres % ‘nsd no God bub perty; no system of morels
but party policy; no vision bpt 2 bat's vision,
end no reason or excuse for existing =nyhow,
Therefore he massacred that congress to the last
man.1“~

In conclusion, Twain savs in the "Letber to the Xnights

of St. Patrick,"
Ste Patrick h=d no politicsy his symp-thies leoy
with the right--thest was politics enougn. Vhen
he c=ne PCTOSS 2 reptile, he forgot to incuire
whether he wzs 2 denocrst or 2 republicen, dbut
siaply ezalted his gteff and "let him hsve it,"
e ¢« « T wish we had him here to trim us up

« o His staff, which was the symbol of

real, not sham reform, is idle, However, we

still h=sve with us the symbol of rl»ﬂ——Ceor e
Viashington's lltbliC tcieu~~fo? I know where
they've buried

Perheps, Twain believed that Rutherford B. Hayes
could dig uwp George Washihgton's buried hetchet, beczuse,.
for the first time, Twain was really interested in 2
political c=mpaign, probably because of Heyes's acceptance

letter in which he sz21d he frvored civll service reform

61. . ~ .
16l eonsrd ¢, Tewin (ed.), L Tressury of !-meric-n

Folitic=l Hunow, », 178,
16

n

Ibid., v. 179,

2
1837 0. cit.

-—— e
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4 s
164 In addition,

and prosecution of corrupt officials.
he said that he wouid accept only one term, so that he
would not be tempted to please people while in office
in order to insurec hiwmself another term.l65 Twain
remarks that he does not care what party Hayes belongzs
to, but cares only about the candidate's interest in
abolishing corruption.166
In his August 20 letter to Twain, Howells suzgests
that Twain mrake public his suppért of Hayes, adding
that no one in the United States could aid Hayes as
much as could Twain.167 Certainly flattered by Howells's
commnents, Twain replies on August 23 that he wants in
some way to show his support of Hayes. However, he
nakes it‘élear that he dces not want to write or say
anything until Just the right time and until what he
would say of Hayes was worded perfectly, because "Jhen.
a humorist ventures upon the grave concerns of life he
must do his job better than another man or he works

harm to his cause, 158

l64Foner, op. cit., p. 93.

1698nith and Gibson (eds.), op. cit., I, 145.
1§6Foner, op. cit.,.p. 93.

16751nith and Gibson (eds.), op. cit., I, 145-146.

1681154, , p. 146.
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Eventually, he did demonstrate his supvort of
Hayes in 1876, leading a Hartford rally at which he
spoke on civil service reform and encouraged all writers
to help secure the election of Hayes.l69 As a campaign
advertisement, he suggested a book the size of a stanmp,

named What kr. Tilden Has Done for His Country, to be

pasted on a large bool named Vhat lr. Tilden Has Done

170

for Himself, The enthusiasm which Twaln demonstrated

in the campaign for Hayes promplted Howells to write to
his father on November 26, 1876, "|[Twain is] the most
confortable Repubiican I have met in a long while;
hereaboutls, you know, they are a very lﬁkewarm brothérhoodfl7l

Perhaps, because he wanted so mdén to believe that
things could and would gel better, Twain campaigned
vigorously for Hayes in 1876. Hayes's acceptance letter
also indicates that he stood for the taings that Kark
Twain was most concerned about. Nany years_later, however,
Twain attributed his fervor to his youth:

I was an ardent Hayes man but that was natural,

for I was pretty young at the time. I have

since convinced myself that the political

opinions of a nation are of next to no value,
in any case, bulb that wshat little rag of value they

169Foner, Oop. cit., p. 94.

170Budd., op. ¢cit., p. 65.

Y7snith and Gibson (eds.), op. cit., I, 163.
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sssess is to be found esumong the old, rsther

D . . ’ . -
then pmong the young., T weas excited end inflzowmed
as was the rest of the voting world + . . 172

In 1907, Twein commented thet voters in the United
States in 1876 ", . . were excited zway up Lo the election

linit, for that vast political conflagratlion wes blazing

. 1
at white heal +« + « " 75 “he people of Nook Farm were
no exception, becnﬂln more nervous and tense es elecvlion

day nezred. On thst day, all the men went faithfully
to the polls to vote,
One nzn in Hartford, Connecticut, wss not so

excited, however., Bret Herte spent seversl deye during

the 1875 elecvion with llerk Twain in Mook Fe rm.:lL‘75
Twain, surprised =zt Herbte's czlm, sszid thst Harte wes

", + . doubtless the only serene znd tranoull voter in

the United Ststes & « .”176 Ythen he learned Lh L

Harte did not interd tvo vobte, Twzin ws=s even more shocked.

)

Herte, hovever, had culte an interesving explzncobtion

for not voting. By both Hayes znd Tllden, he hzd been

177

promised z consulate, ‘Therefore, he 4id nost co=re

172 co s .
7 Samuel Tanghorne Clemens, Merk Twein in Truntion,
P 2870 ’
1 .
75Loc. cit,
174

Andrewvs, ov. ciﬁ., D, 112,

1 . Co s ‘

75019mens, Merk Twein in Bruntion, oop. 236-237,
1 —— :

75 1

oc, cit,

Y771pi4., o, 297. o
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wvho won the election, In addition, Hertve fesred that if

he voted for one candidate, the other would find out

. v 173 . . .
and refnse him the consulate, 7 In 1207, Twein s=2id

that Herte's situstion in 1876

e« o« o Wos 2 curious sstire vron our roliticel
systemn: Vhy should a president czre how an
impending consul had voted? Consulships are
not political offices; noturally =znd properly
a consul's ogualificetions should begin znd
end with fitress for the post; end in an
entirely s=ne politicel system the question
of a man's politiczl convlaxion could have
nothing t> do with {he natier, However, The
mzn wno weos defeated by the nation was vnleced
in the presidsntisl chair a2nd_the mon without
g country gov his consulship.l

.

A

News o Tilden's vichory errived the de=y =fter

the election.lSO

in 2 poen which he telegravhed to Willizm Dean MHowe

I_J

le:
"] love to shteal a while sway / Froun every cambering

care / And while returns cone in todey / ILift wn uy

voice & 181

vear, "

16}

411 of the Yook Farn residznts were
disgusted by Tilden's wvictory, but‘they consoled
themselves by ravionalizing th2t the Revublicen Perty
nezd2d just such z defest, Twain'se close friernd, the
Reverend Joseph Twichell, wrote z biving letter to

the Hertford Cournn: zbout "the better elenent" being

"outvoied by tne worse." The lettsr, published Novamber

Y7%1vi4a., p. 223,

179&99. cit.

180 ' .
tndrsws, 0p. cit., v. 113,

181, ... . \ .
Smith srd Gibson (eds.), oc. ci®t., T, 122,

Twain's resction to it is best deacribed

2,



1875, was one that Twichell, hovever, innediesiely

32 . ; co s
regfetted. T Soon, however, residznte of Mook Ferm received

a

the newa thot the election count vass doubtiul., Ghey
snxiously writed through counts and recounts, Vhen Hryas
was pezcefully installed as VYresident in linrch, 1377,
they were go thznkfuvl thsot they ignored the froudunlent
vote coun'bs.l83

Tweln telegraphed Howells the folléwing ﬁessage
when he first heard that the election had turned in
Kayes's favor: "Preise God fron whoa =211 bles=ings
fldw preise him 211 crentures here below =raise him
above ye hesvenly host prolse Tather Son & Holy Ghosth,

184

The congreg-tion will rise & sing, By thz end -of

February, 1977, when Heyes's election wes 2lmout carbein,

ce
. ) . 135
Twein wrote Howells, expressing his jubilation,
In his later ears, however, Tweiln chzanged his mind
about the outcome of the 1876 election, ongLrw it

¢« « +» oOne of the Zepubliczn pzrtyv's most cold-
blooded swindles of the fmericsn people, the
stealing of the vresidentizl chelir from I'r,
Tilden, who had been elected, and the conferr

ing
. . , "7/'
of it upon iir. Hsyes, who had been dsfested, 20

182Andrews, o0. cit., p. 113,
183Loc. cit,

e

134 Smith end Gibson (eds.), on. c¢ibt., I, 163,

Yorpia., 0. 172,
156

Clemens, lerX Twzin in Yruption, ». 237,

— pm—
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Twoin, Vierner, and Twichell kevnt sbrezst of
otlonal politics dunring Hayes's aduninisbtration,
"Pwichell in faith, Warner in anxious conservabism,
and lark in btransition towerd independence."187 The
early months of the new adninistrztion encouraged Twain,
He wrote to ilowells, "It's bezn a long time since we've
had anybody to feel proud of and have confidence in,
I meaen to take my £ill now while the meét's hof and the
appetite ravenous, n 188 ‘
It wes not long, however, before things began to go

wrong,., Hiners end rallrosd workers went on sirikes

Lo

~

There weTe riols in ceveral major cities., Thes«

(4]
(&
<
[¢]
53
(e
™

brought Twein's dislike of democrecy'to the asurfrce

egein, =znd he =attacked denocracy, suffrage, =nd the jury

system.l89
In 2ddition to the c nilicts over strikes, changes

were occurring in the country, changes {th=t troubled

?—3

wain be se¢ he did not understand then, Immigretion

ded five a

Q.:
!3

d & cuvarter million people to the population

of fi

=t

=

Ty million between 1330 and 1389, 15 O Orgsnize

l2bor weos incrzssing, Yven more frightening was the

187
183
189

tndrews, ov. cib., p. 114,

“Snith 2nd Gibson (ed=.), on. ¢it., I, 187,

Keplzn, on, ci%., v. 205,

1907pi4., v. 214,



55

rumor that communists were marching in Cincinnati, Chicago,
and 3t. Louis, and that cities were preparing to stop &
rebellion.lgl Twain feared that they would overthrouy
"the asinine governnient" of this "leatherhcaded Republic.”l92
He implied that he would not mind the overthrow of the
government if it were not for the fact that he and Livy
would lose their money.lg5

The railroad strike in 1877 causedzhim to change
his snobbish attitude toward universal suffrage to a
skgptical attitude toward capitalism in general. Because
one--hundred thousand men struck against the railroad
industry's fourth ten-per-cent wage cut in seven years,
Twain was forced to re-examine his earlier suffrage
beliefs. Sympathy for the plight bf thése people over-
ruled his idea that their voice at the polls should be
restricted.194

Twain was probably the only member of tbe Nook Farm
conmunity who eventually sympathized with the laboxr
movement.. Twichell, on the other hand, sympathized
with the poor and thought it important to help them,

but did not see the relationship of his feelings to his

191229' cit.
192Quoted in loc. cit.

O
1’51.oc. cit.

L
19PAndrews, op. cit., p. 1ll4.

——
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political beliefs.195 Because of his sympathy for the
workingman, Twalin's Republicanism cooled, and he moved
in the direction of the politicel independence of his
later years.196 The workingman was the underdog whon
he had always scemed to favor even though he had been
skeptical of universal suffrage.

In 1880, however, Twain once more expressed his
Republican Perty affiliation because tﬁé party nominated
Garfield. Twain, Nook Farmu, anﬁ all of Hartford, for that
matter, were happy about Garfield's nomination in 1880.197
Evén though he was becoming more liberal, he campaigned
vigorously for Garfield, addressing a local rally, |
welcoming U. S. Grant, and helping Grant {o persuade the
people td elect a Republican President in 1880.198

On October 26, 1830, Twain spoke at a Hartford
rally for the election of James A.Garfield. This was ,
to be Twain's last election speech as a Republican.l99

His speech was humorous, using irony to describe the evils

which would result from the tariff reduction favored by

1951pi4., p. 1%2.

1%1pi4., p. 114.
197Loc. cit.
198

Loc. cit.

.199Foner, 22. 9__j_-__t_', p' 94'
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the Democrats. For example, he said that architecture
would improve because of the attractive poorhouses
which would be everywhere. He said that a tenth of
the population would be housed in these poorhouses.2oO
Twain's candidate was elected in 1830, but, shortly
thereafter, he was shot and months later, died. Garfield's
death shocked and saddened Twain and the residents of

Nook Farm.EOl

Even before 1876, Twain had favored the side of

the Republican Party that was concerned about declining

202

party idealism and party machines; With the nomination

of James G. Blaine in 1384, he was convinced that this
idealism had disappeared. Although the Republican
conventibns of 1876 and 1880 would not nominate Blaine,

the convention of 1884 nominated him on the first ballot,<O?

Immediately after Blaine's nomination, Twain said that.

204

he would not vote for him, Rlaine had been investi-

gated by a Congressional Committee while he was Speaker

20smith and Gibson (eds.), op. cit., II, 871.
201

20

Andrews, op. c¢it., p. 114,

2Budd, op. ¢it., p. 107.
203F

2O4Andrews, op. cit., p. 114,

oner, op. cit., p. 95.
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of the House in 1869 for his involveument in the Créﬁit
Mobilier railroad scandal. He had arranged a land
grant for a railroad, and, as a re«sard, was allowed
to sell reilroad stocks at a large cowmission.205

In an article published in the Kansas City QQEEQEE
on June 15, 1876, Twain had made fun of those who felt
that what Blaine had done should not affect his can-
didacy for President. Twain announced. in the article
that he was going to run for President. Since the ideal
candidate should have all of his evil acts exposed so
that the opposition could not expose them, Twain went
on to list his crimes. For example, he buried his
dead aunt under his grapevine because the vine needed
fertilizing.206

Because he could not support Blaine, Twain becane
assoclilated with the reform Republicans, undexr the
leadership of Carl Schurz, who helped to get Grover
Cleveland elected in 1884.207 This group of men, called
Mugwuups, favored economy in government, civil service

reform, tariff reduction (four years earlier, Twain had

205,

2061514, , p. 95,

e ———

oner, op. cit., p. 1l4.

2O7Jerry Allen, Adventures of Mark Twain, p. 241.
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sabirized the tariff reduction favored by the Democrats),

208 Because

the gold standard, and honesty in politice.
the liugwunps considered themselves superior to other
voters, they believed their duty was to seek reforms.2o9
In 1876 end 1830, Twain had spoken at large
Republican rsllies in Hzrtford. In 1834, however, he
spoke as a lmgwump to a large Hartford rally. He
attacked party loyalty and called for the defeat of
210

Republican Blaine and the election of Democrat Cleveland.

The notes that Twain made for é Connecticut Yankee

in King Arthur's Court indicate that he was not being

disloyal to the Republican Parly when he voted for
Cleveland; instead, he was being loyal to hiuself.
He wrote:

Loyalty is a word which has worked vast harn
for it has been made to trick men ,into being
"loyal" to a thousand iniguities . . « . The
~.first thing I want to teach is disloyalty,
till they get used to discussing that word
loyalty as representing a virtue. This will
eget--independence which is loyalty to one's
best self and principles, and this is often

disloyalty to the general idols zand fetishes.2ll

2OBGerald W. lcFarland, "New York Mugwumcs of 1884:
A Profile,” Political Science Quarterly, ILXXVIII (lMarch,
1963), 40.

2001p54., p. 43.

210Foner, op. cit., p. 94.

LY

2lljuoted in Allen, op. cit., p. 241.

it
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Twain did not want to join the Demccratic Party
in 1884; he did not become a Democrat. He tried to
remain Republican, hoping to influence that party by
petitioning it and staying away from the polls.212
Even though he respected Cleveland for refusing to accept
the support of Tammany Hall on their terms, his vote
for Cleveland was a result of his dislike of Biaine.
He worked until the last moment to put'én independent
candidate in the race.el5

Nook Farm residents were evidently upset by Blaine's
nomination, since it left them with a very unpleasant
decilsion to make. Neither candidate satisfied then.
They had to decide whether to vote for Clevéland, a
Democrat with a mistress, or for Blaine, # Republican
known for his dishonesty. kost of the stronz Republicans
voted for Blaine and criticized those who did not, but:

2714 R
214 This

they did not formally disavow the dissenters.
election showed that Hartford residents were more opposed
to sexual sin than to political corruption.

Surprisingly, the loyal Republicans of Nook Farn
were not very upset about Cleveland's election. In
spite of the dissention over the candidates, the election

controversy had been a rather calm one, and it ended

quickly after the election. After 1834, Nook Farm

2l2ppad, op. cit., p. 107.
213Foner,'gg. cit.,‘p. %6, -

214Andrews, op. cit., p. 115.
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and Hartford were conscrvative, but, as it had been
thirty years before, Nook Farm agsin was the origin of
elonine 14 (1ism, o2
a slowly developing liberalism.
In 1876, Twain had contrasted the political
tolerance of Nook Farm with the lack of tolerance in
the West; the election of 1884 confirmed his opinion
of Nook Farm. He wrote to a S5t. Louis friend in 1876:
I think I comprehend the position there--perfect
freedom to vote Jjust as you choose provided you
choose to vote &s otner people think--social
ostracism, otherwise . . . Fortunately a good
deal of expcrience of men enabléed me to choose
my residence wisely., I live in the freest
corner of the country. There are no social
disabilities between me and my Democratic
personal friends. We break the bread and eat
the salt of hospitality freely together and never
dream of such a thing as offering impertinent 516
interference in each other's political opinions.~™
Although his Nook Farm environment had evidently
encouraged Twain to vote for Republican candidates in
previous elections, its libersl climate was one which
allowed Twain's political independence to exist and grow.
Twain and his friends, Reverend Joe Twichell and
Reverend Francis Goodwin, lugwumps, Jere the only ones

in Hartford who did not vote for Blaine. Ballots were

public, and, as a result, Twain and his friends were

21534, , p. 116.

2100uoted in ibid., p. 117.
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. 217 . .
quickly censured by the town. Twain attacked his
critics in a speech, saying that they taught that
. a - . . _ _ > 1 .| i . 218
freedom of thought was to think as the party thinks.
The Nook ¥Farm group, however, had not attempted to silence
s ) ‘ . C s . an 219
o ostracize them for speaking their wminds in 1834,
Goodwin and Twain were not hurt by Hartford's
censure of them, Goodwin because he was rich, and Twain
because he earned his living elsewhere. Twichell,
however, almost lost his pulpit because of 1it, but
was saved by a church member who convinced the other
members that losing Twichell, "their popular, population-
drawing preachexr" would have a bad effect on Hartford's
220

real estate. Twenty-two years later, Twain wrote

that Twichell ". . . never made any political mistakes
since."221
Twain's closest friend, Jilliam Dean Howells,

remained faithful to the Republican Party, supporting

Grant, Hayes, Garfield, and Blaine, even though he often

ct

217A11en, op. ci
218

.y P. 117.

.y, p. 90.

|

ct

, , .
¥oner, op. ci

|

219Andrews, op. cit., p. 117.

220Allen, op. ¢it., p. 241.

221Quoted in loc., cit.
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criticized those who persisted in supporting the wrong

.. 222 , . o s . X
side. Consequenvly, their political disagreement in
1834 was a test of thne Twain-Howells relationship, but
they managed to disagree good-humoredly without ruining

: . . 225 ‘ ’

their friendship. Twain begged Howells not to vote
for Blaine even if Howells could not vote for Cleveland
because of what Twain considered sn unreasonable prejudice.
He expressed these views to Howells in a letter dated

August 31, 18834;

To see grown rren, apparently in their right mind,
seriously arguing against a bacheloi's fitness

for President because he has had private intercourse
with & consenting widow! Those grown men know
what the bachelor's other alternative was--%
tacitly they seem to prefer that to the widow.
Isn't human nature the most consumate sham & lie
that was ever invented? Isn't man a creature to
be ashamed of in pretty nuch all his aspects?

Is he really fit for anything bul to be stood up
on the street corner as a convenience for dogs?224

In the same letter, Twain complained that he did not
despise Blaine as much as Hawley, Clark, and ‘farner
did; yet, all were supporting Blaine rather than

a.222

Clevelan Howells announced to Twain in his

222Louis J. Budd, "Howells, the Atlantic lLonthly,
and Republicanism," Aierican Literature, »4IV (Lay,

1952), 147.
225

Suith and Gibson (eds.), op. cit., II, 500.

22%1pid,, p. 501.

2251 0c. cit.
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letter of September 4 thet he, too, would support Blaine
and that he did not think Blaine was guilty of all he had
been accused of. Although he considered Cieveland no
worse than many other men, Howells detested the double
standard that held that a womsan must suffer for such
behavior.226 Howells wanted Cleveland to be destroyed
by his private life. In his opinion, Cleveland's sup-
porters and their wives would visit Cle%eland ét the
White House if he were elected, but not if he were to
mwerry his mistress and "make her an honest woman."
"Besides," Howells added, "I don't like his hangman face.
It looks dull and brutal."227 |

In the next few letlers which passed between
Howells aﬁd Twain, there is no mentvion of campaigns
or candidates. The subject of their disagreement was
dropped. They seemed to know when their argument was
getting the best of them, and rather than endanger
their friendshnip, they enforced their tacit agreenment
to let their tempers cool.

On September 17, however, Twain brought up the
subject again, cautioning Howells to restrain from voting

if he were merely being loyal to the Republican Farty.

2201154, , p. 50%.

22770c. cit.



65

He told Howells that the masses, not the political parties,
make the nation. In Twain's opinion, a man should first
consider his own honor. Twain ended his letter by telling
Howells not to be offended; "I am not so concerned about
the rest of the nation, but--well good~bye."228

After Cleveland's election, Twain was probably
shocked to see the country operating under a Democratic

229

President. Never sorry he broke from the Republican

Party in 1884, he felt cowmpletely free for the first
time to follow his own bcliefs.gao The election of 1884
established his political independence, one that gave him
a great peace of mind.251 Cleveland's election resulted
in Twain's néw faith in the electorate; he now believed
that common, ordinary men, left alone, could do the right
thing and put Lmerica before party loyalty,252

After the election of 1884, Twain was not a Democrat,

but a Hugwuwmp, believing that the lLiugwump was the

true patriot. To Twaln, the liugwump ancestors were

228154, , p. 508.

C
22’Budd, Iizrk Twain: Social Fhilosodher, p. 109.

2201p14., p. 108.

————e e

251Andrews, op. cit., p. 1ll6.

252

Budd, lLark Twain: Social Philosopher, p. 108.
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sashington, Garrison, Galileo, Luther, and Christ.
By becoming a Liugwump, Twain hoped to work with true
patriots sceking to cleanse the country of evils and

. . . L1
to strive for lalssez~falre.25*

Following the Blaoine-Cleveland campaign of 1334,

he read a paper entitled "Consistency" to the Hartford

; | . 235 . :
Monday Evening Club.‘ﬁ) In this paper, he attacked
consistency and those people who condemn others for
inconsistency because they believe "inconsistency is

N i . - 4- & 1+ . o : n256
a treason and matter for scorn.

true consistency is chzange:

What is the most rigorous law of our being?

Growtin., No smallest atom of our morsl, mental, or

physical structure can stand still a year . . . .
In other words, we change--and must change,
constantly, and keep on changing as long as

we live. hat, then, is the true Gospel of
consistency? Chanze. Vho 1s the really
consistent man? The man who changes., Since
change is the law of his being, he_cannobt be
consistent if he stick in a rut.2?

He argued that loyalty to oneself is more important

and more consistent than a meaningless loyalty to a

233,
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oner, op. cit., p. 956.
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= "Budd, kark Twain: Social Philosopher, p. 110.
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political party. Such ridiculous devotion to a party
is, according to Lark Twain, dangerous because 1t

« « « plays directly into the hands of politiciens
of the bascer sort--and doubtless for that it was
borrowed~-or stolen---Ifrom the monarchial system.
It enables them to foist upon the country officials
whom no self-respecting man would vote for, if

he could but corme to understand that loyalty to
himself in his first and highest duty, not loyalty
to any party name, The wire workers, convention
packers, know they are not obliged to put up the
fittest man for the office, for they know that the
docile party will vote for any forked thing they
put up, even thgush it do [sicl not even strictly
resemble a man.22®

For the rest of his life, Twain continued to battle
for the political independence that he had attained for
hingself in 1884, In 1901, he wrote in his notebook,

There are bigots who can accept nothing'ﬁhich

their party-opposites approve. If you could work

the multiplicetion table into a democratic platform

the Republicans w [oul] 4 vote it down at the
election.2%9

The election of 1884 was a turning point in Mark
Twein's political beliefs. His main political and
social concern up to this time had been that of corruption.
His various suffrage proposals, whether he actually
took them seriously or not, were aimed at eliminating

corruption. When his own party nominated a man whose

corrupt activities were well known, Twaln was enraged,

2281pid., p. 5%0.

239Quoted in Foner, op. c¢it., p. S7.
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Although his friends implored him to consider party
loyalty above all else, he could not allow a political
party to tell him how to vote. For his own peace of
mind, he had to be true to himself. The events of the
1534 campaign undoubtedly influenced the development of
Twain's later "third party" theory, a theory which he
hoped, if it were put into practice, would rid the
country of its absurd party loyalty and the reSulting

corruption,



CHAPTLR IV
THE DISLOYAL PATRIOT

The Mark Twain of the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century has often been characterized as an
old man overwhelmed by despair about his personal life,
his country, and, in general, the "damﬁed human race."
Certainly, his personal 1ife gave him good reason to
despair: his publishing firw failed; his and Livy's
noney was lost in the failure of the Paige typesetting
machine; his health deteriorated; he was bankrupt; his
oldest aaughter died; his youngest dauzhter developed
epilepsy and died; and his wife became more and more
an invalid and finally died.zqo These events had to
have some effect upon his political attitudes, but
the nature and extent of this effect is open to question.

Andrews believes that Twain's despair was so over-
powering that he was convinced thal the "Great Republic
241

was rotten to the heart.” In Andrews's opinion,

Twain acted entirely on impulse; yet, Andrews adds that

240

2LLl;guoted in Andrews, op. cit., p. 117.

Clemens, Mark Twain in Zruntion, xix.
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s Headm ~ . "o rm 2t s 242
there is no "simple explanation" for Twailn's actions.
Justin Kaplan concludes that Twain was pessimistic
about democracy, but that his pessimism resulted in a
declaration for democracy. According to Kaplan, Twain's
« « o pessimism, as it became a powerful leveling
principle which obliterated the difference betwcen
high and low, educated and ignorant, honest and
corrupt, became also, by the way of paradox, a
sormber and cautious affirmation of democracy
itself.245
Budd contends that, in the later years, Twain despaired
3 - - S A 244
only if he became completely bewildered by events.,
In Budd's opinion, Twain's politics were thoroughly
- ] . . 245 "o N
tied to his other interests and ". . . followed a
coherent pattern that made so0lid sense to most of his
., 2u6 _ : ‘ o
contemporaries. Budd seems to believe that Twain
often appeared to be impulsive, observing that "Some-
times the speed with which he reacted to the news made
hin reverse his stand as dazzlingly as a syndicated
columnist of today." However, he considers Twain's

changes to be the results of events, not of mere

, K
:'meulse.gy7 Geismar basically agrees with Budd,

*21yi5., p. 237.

4
2L5Kaplan, op. ¢it., p. 170.

244Budd, Mark Twain: Social ¥hilosopher, p. 188.

2401pi4. , vi.
246Ibid., Ve

2471pi4., p. 212.
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believing that the work of Twain's later years was
not the result of the deterioration of a once-great
author, but merely the result of the combination of a
man of Twain's character and the tire in which he
lived. Geismar observes that Twain's personal life
did affect Twain, because it ", . . was part of the
slow death of the American dream he had followed for
50 long."248 However, Gelsmar adds, "Personal mis-
fortune was not the cause of Twain's political and
socilal radicalism, but a realm of experience which
coéxisted with 1t and gave it tragic depth."249

Althouvgh Twain was undoubtedly angry aboutb
various happenings in the United States and this anger,
in turn, was made more depressing by his general despair,
he did occasionally write about the problems which the
country faced, those which he hoped could eventually be
solved. He had not given up on democracy even at the
time of his death. He wrote shortly before his death,

"If I were to start over again I would be a Reformer.“250

He certainly had bouts with pessimism, but not for long,

248Maxwell Geismar, "Mark Twain on U. S. Imperialism,
Racism and Other ¥nduring Characteristics of the Republic,”
Ramparts, VI (kay, 1968), 66.

24910c. cit.

25

OQuoted in Budd, Mark Twain: Social Philbsopher;
p. 209.
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or he could not have been the reformer he was and, at
the same time, a true peésimist. Helen Keller once
asked Tvain to participate in a gathering to help the
blind become independent. ¥hen he agreed, she wrote him
with surprising perception, "You once told me you were
a pessimist « « ¢« « You are an optimist. If jou were
not you would not preside at this meeting. n251 The man

who wrote A Connecticul Yankee in King Arthur's Court,

published in 1889, was not despairing over the possibili-

ties of democracy. He saw the need for reform, but he

also saw the advantages of democracy over monarchy.
Twain's feeling toward the British system changed

perceptibly during the 1870's and 1880's. At one tine,

he wrote that he wanted A Connecticut Yankee to be more
of a contrast than a satire, emphasizinz that he did not
want to seem critical of the lfiddle Ages or the nine-
teenth century in the book. His changing feelings abo&t
the British began in 1879 and reached a peak in 1888 and
1889.252 His notebook entries betuween Apfil, 1888, and

December, 1889, best describe his new attitude:

Better the Almighty Dollar than a tub of rancid
guts, labeled king, noble & so on,

251

252Jonn B. Hoben, "liark Twain's A Conne0u1cut
Yankee: a Genetic Study," American therature, AVIIT
(November, 1946), 202.

Quoted in ibid., p. 202.
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konarchial govt is a systewm invented to secure
the comfort, safety % prosperity of the few;
republican govt is a systemm invented to securec
the libertgz coufort, safety & prosperity of
the many.<o)

The reaction of Twain's British publishers to A

Connecticul Yankee shows thal his criticisw of monarchy

was obvious. His publishers wanted zn expurgated version
of the booly, but Twain refused to allow them to publish
such an edition, telling them that the book was written
for England. =Englishmen had been criticizing America,
telling Awerica what was wrong with it; and, now, he was
doing the same thing for England. Finally, the book:was
SRR ok : . 254 '
published exactly as it was written.

In A Connecticut Yankee, Twain's purpose was to

defend democracy &gainst critics of the United States,
particularly Latthew Arnold.257 He complinented the
rich, buey, creative United States as a country that
‘o , . . . . 256 .
exemplified what Great Britain was not. He showed
that the attainments of a civilization are the result
of the works of common men and that common men are the

ones who cuan improve a»civilization.g57

255Quoted in Foner, op. cit., p. 104,

2% 1pid., p. 106.

2951514, , p. 104.

Oniaa : ot - ’ : .
25 Budcd, liark Twain: Social Fhilosopher, p. 118..

257Foner, op. cit., p. 109.
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As & resuli of a number of interesis, lizrk Twein

wrote A Connecticut Yankee. Although one of his main

reasons for writing it was his desire to defend smerica
against foreign critics, he had always studied history
and was convinced that the liiddle Ages was a period of
ignorance and cruelty. In addition; he was becomiag
increasingly interested in and concerned about the mass
of comrion people that he had earlier believed éould not
258

be trusted.

More than a decade before the publication of

A Connecticut Yankee, Twain had written numerous pieces
favoring the abolishment of universal suffrage. This
novel, however, shows thal he considered the universal
suffrage he had once despised now tb be the basis of
democracy.259 The Yankee concludes that "lkien write
many fine and plausible arguments in support of monarchy,
but the fact remains that where every man in a state has
a vote, bratal laws are impossible.“26o

Pwain believed that the people could develop the
system of government they preferred if they would let

their wishes be known.261 _If .the Yankee had enough

258Andrews, op. cit., p. 185.

259:

oner, op. cit., p. 110.
26OSamuel Laznghorne Cleumens, A Connecticut Yankee
in King Arthur's Court, p. 2%7. ‘

- _
2°1Foner, ¢p. cit., p. 110.
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people who could see the advantages of a civilization in
which every man had a vote, he ". . . would make a strike
for the welfare of this country,” hoping to prove he was
« o« o 1its loyalest citizen by making a wholesome chansge
in its system of government,“262 The Yankee belleves in
", . . loyzlty to one's counlry, not to its institutilons
or its office~holders" because ", . . institutions are
extraneous, they are its mere clothing, Snd clothing can
wear out, become raggecd, cease to be comfortable, cease
n263

to protect the body from winter, disease, and death.

As a result, he concludes that loyalty to such rags

¥, . . is a loyalty of unresson, it is pure animalj;

it belongs to monarchy, was invented by monarchy; let

. 5l
monarchy keep s, maoH

The Yankee believes in another kind of loyalty.
Because the Constitution of Connecticut says that

+ « « all political power is inherent in the
people, . . . and that they have at sll times
an undeniable and indefeasible rignt to alter
their form of government in such a manner as
they may think expedient,

the Yankee contends that

+ « o« the citizen who thinks he sees that the
commonvealth's political clothes are worn out,
and yet holds his peace and does not sgitate for
a new suit, 1s disloyal; he is a traitor. That

26201&mens, A Connecticut Yankee, p. 107.
265Loc. cit.
264
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he may be the only one who thinks he sees this
decay, does not excuse himj; it is his duty to
agitate anymway, and it is the duty of the others
to vote him down if they do not see the matter
as he does.,

He cannot ablde the mass of people who do not speak
out against & government of oppressors.

The influence of the Anerican labor movement on

Mark Twain is obvious in A Connecticut Ysnkee in Kihg

Arthur's Court. During his visit to the Niddle Ages,

the Yankee predicts to the pessants the rise of groups

of workers who can organize themselves and speak out

against their employers when wages and working conditions

are not satisfactory; rather than sitting by and meekly
allowing the few employers to dictate conditibns, they
will. be able to let their wishes be known. The Yankeé
explains the difference in the state of the worker of
the Middle Ages and the nineteenth century:

The masters are these: nobles, rich men, the
prosperous generally. These few who do no work,
determine what pay the vast hive shall have who
do work . . . . They're a "combine"--a trade-
union . . . who band themselves tozether to force
their lowly brotner to take what they choose to
give., Thirteen hundred years hence . . . the

"combine" will be the other way and then how these
fine people's posterity will fume and fret and grit

their teeth over the insolent tyranny of trade-

unions! . . . the magistrate will tranquilly arrange

the wages from now clear away down into the nine-

teenth century; and then . ... the waze-earner will

2651pid., pp. 107-103.

——————
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consider that a couple of thousand yesrs or so is
enouzh . « . ; and he will rng up and take a hand
in fixing his wages himself.<O

Twain's article, "The lew Dynasty," .hich he read to the
Monday Evening Club of Hariford on Karch 22, 1866, bears
out this interest in the labor movement.g67 The article
not only expresses the idea that laborers must band

together to improve their lot, but also implies that the
great mass of people must bznd together:to impfove their
country. In the article, Twain said ". . . in POLITICAL -
SOCIBTIES, it is the PREROGATIVE of NIGHT TO DITERMKINE

WHAT IS RIGHT; that it is the prerogative of liight to
create Right--—-and uncreate it at will."268

N

Twain seemed optimistic about the success of the
people who would band together to correct intolerable

situations. To Twain, these people were
« « .« a greater than any king [Ehag] has arisen
upon this the only soil in this world that is.
truly sacred to liberty; . . . he will stretch
out his sceptre, and there will be bread for the
hungry, clothing for the naked, and hope in eyes
unused. to hoping; and the sham nobilities will
pass awa¥,qo3nd the rightful lord will come to
his own.a69

201514, , p. 332.

267nppe Wew Dynasty," published in Paul J. Carter,
Jr., "kark Twain and the American Labor NMovement,"
New England Quarterly, XXX (September, 1957), %84,

2°8Loc, cit.,
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26’Ibid., P. 2385,
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He said that when ". . . all the myriad of toilers in
Whom is slumbering the reality of that thing which you
call Power « « o rise . . . a NATION has risen!“27o
The differcnce betueen the oppression that results from
thig power 1s that ". . . be will oppress the few, .they
oppressed the many; he will oppress the thousands, they
oppressed the millions . . . n2?1

In concluding "The New Dynasty," Twain reaffirms
his faith in the accomplishuents of Americsn democracy
and the common man in contrast to those of lower civili-
zations:

He is the most\stupendous product of the highest

civilization the worléd has even seen--and the

worthiest and the best; and in no age but this,

no land but this, and no lower civilization than

this, could he ever have been brought forth.272

In Twain's opinion, monarchy was a lower form of

civilization than democracy. Shortly before the publica-

tion of A Connecticut Yankee, he called monarchy ". . . the

grotesquest of all the swindles ever invented by man."275
He hoped to show the wealthy in America, who desired a

monarchy to rid the country of the "radicalism" of

2?OLOC. cit.

2711v3i4., p. 387.

272134., p. 3%83.

275Quoted in Foner, op. cit., p. 106.

———
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organized labor and farmcrs, the superiority of a demo-
- . , : 274 ., C
cratic system of government. The publication of

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court was ". . a

triuvnphant celebration»of nineteenth century democracy."275
Because he was out of the country between June 6,

1891, and October 15, 1900, exceplt for a brief period

in 1835, Twain did not participate actively in political

campaigns in the 189O's.276

His primary concern during
those years was his need for money, one that caused him -

to suggest that sections of A Connecticut Yankee could

be used by the Democratic Party in campaigns.277 However,
he was still more interested in electing those candidates

2?78 and was glad that Cleveiand was

that hé’ppeferred ‘
re-elected in 1892.279 g

| On two specific issues-~tariff reduction and the
gold standard--Twain spoke out in the last decade of
the nineteenth century. 1In 1880, he had spoken against
the Democratic Party's stand for tariff reduction.

However, he became a lugwunp in 1834, and the Mugwunps

2P3pid., p. 107.

275Andrews, op. c¢it., p. 185.

276Foner, op. cit., p. SO.

277Budd, Mark Twain: Social Philosopher, p. 156.
278

Loc., cit.

2791pid., p. 157.
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favored tariff reduction. During the 1390's he rejected

nost of the ideals of the Republican Party, especially
the high protective tariff.=co

Ton Sawyer Abroad, published in 1894, even expresses

Twain's dislike for the high tariff. Tom, Huck, and Jim
hit upon the idea of bringing sand from the Sahara

Desert back to america to sell. However, before they can
start packiung it, Tom remeunbers the tariff, teiling Huck
and Jim, ". ., . if you don't pay the duty they'll hog
your sand. They call it confiscating, but that don't
deceive nobody, it's just hogzing and that's all it is.mool
Huck and Jim do not understand the reason for this duty,'
and so Tom explains, "Jell, they can't raise Sahara

sand in America, of course, and when they can't raise

a ' thing there, the duty is fourteen hundred thousand

0282

per cent . . In 1895, Twain wrote in his

notebook,. "The man that invented protection belongs
in hell.n283
In 1884 and 1892, he took the Lugwump point of

view in favor of the gold standard; however, in 1896,

he favored free silver. The Xepublicans feared that,

280Foner, op. ¢cit., p. 97.

281
p. 98.

282Loc. cit.

Sanuel Langhorne Clemens, Tom Sawyer Abroad,

283
p. 157.

Quoted in Budd, lark Twain: Sociel Philosopher,
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if Democrat Jilliam Jennings Bryan were elected in
1896 and the free silver policy that he supported
became law, the country would face finsncial ruin.28LJr
The lugwumps, who were in name Democrats, avoided the
"free silver menia" and voted for Republican conserva-
Tive Willianm McKinley.285 Twain predicted in the 1390's
that the free silver law would eventually be considered
a "Sacond Independence Day" if it were éver puf into
effect.286
Uhen Republican licKinley was elected in 1396,
Twaln prophesied that Bryan's election and the passage
of the free silver plan would have meant financial
stability and prosperity for the United States.257
By 1900, however, Twain was.uncertéin about free silver,
remaining uncertain until the death of the issue. He
did not even vote in 1900, because he could not support
McKinley's foreign policy and he was uncertain about
Bryan on the financial issue, 288
In 1901, Mark Twain again waged a battle against

Tammany Hall in New York City. 'When Bishop IHenry

Codran Potter asked for Twaln's help in this seemingly

-284Foner, op. c¢it., p. 98.
t.
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2883udd, Lark Twain: Social Philosopher, p. 195.




.82
never-ending battle, he plunged into the caupaign with

all the enthusiasm of the younger Twain.289 He worked
to elect Seth Low, president of Columbia College,
mayor on a fusion ticket.
Twain lecturcd against Tammany Hall, and his speeches

230 He and Bishop Potﬁer dis--

were widely circulated.
cussed "The Causes of Our Present Municipal Degradation"
before the City Club in New York City on January 4,
1901.291 By using a childhood example, Twain convinced
the City Club that it must organize in oréer to defeat
Pammany”Hall, He told about a few members of a boy's
club wno were forced to stop doughnut bribding by an
Anti~ungbnut gr?up.292 His point was that Tammany
Hall ekisted because the few corrupt-politicians were
organized and the many voters were not.295 The Anti-
Doughnﬁt Party was organized to make the two major
parties select the best men for offices.294 ‘
Twéin's Anti-Doughnut Party was the same as the

"Casting Vote Party," which he explained in a "Skeleton

Plan of a Proposed Casting Vote Party" in 1901l. The

289Foner, op. cit., p. 99.

29091p14., p. 100.

2N1pia., p. 99.

2321p14., p. 100.

2¥1bid., p. 99.

2% Ipid., p. 100.
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puarpose of this group was to force the two major parties
"to nominaﬁe their best man always," andé good government
would follow. The party had to be well-orzanized in
order to accomplish its purpose. No member could seek
office, accept nominations, or accept office.  The
members wexre to vote as a body for one or the other of
the major parties' nominees.295

Seth Low was elected mayor of New York Cify in
1901l. Because he had worked enthusiastically to abolish
corruption, Twvain was considered an important influence

' . 296

on the outcome of the election.”” One paper even
printed the following poem about Twain and.Croker, the"
Tamnany Hall boss: "iho killed Croker? / I, said lark
Twain. / I killed thae Croker, / I, the Jolly Joker."297
The poem is a fitting tribute to Twain ahd his constant
fight against corruption in governwent, especially since
the 1901 contest was the last campaign in which Twain
took an active part.298

In 1905, Twain was discouraged to learn that

Tammany Hall was, again, in control in New York City.

He openly supported the ticket opposing Tammany, but

= .
2’5Clemens, The Complete Essays of Mark Twain,
p. 647. ’

296

Foner, op. cit., p. 100,
297Quoted in loc. ciyb.
2381pi4., p. 101.
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was not active in the campaign.299 Ih an essay entitled
"Christian Citizenship,"” published shortly before the
elections in 1905, Twain attacked political machines
in America and the people who secmed to put aside
Christizn ethics when they voted.aoo

During the early years of the twentieth century,
Mark Twain was praised not only for his stand on
municipal corruption in New York, but aiso for his
stand on imperialism. His work azgainst corruption
and imperialism is especially admirable because of
the adverse effect it could have had on the sales of
his books.301

Although Twain's anti-imperialism is usually
considered to be the attitude of an embittered old
man, it is not, As early as 1867, he expressed his
opposition to America's expansion into Alaska, the
Virgin Islands, and Cuba.ao2 In 187%, he wrote an

article for the New York Tribune about the possible

annexation of the Hawaiian Islands.’O? He stated

299Budd, Mark Twain: Social Philosopher, p. 199.
3001pia., pp. 199-200.

e ]

5OlGibson, op. cit., p. 448.

502Buad, Mark DTwain: Social Philosopher, D. 33.

IBOBGeismar, op. cit., p. 66.
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that the United States "must annex these people" because
it could "afflict them with our wise and beneficient
government."50/Jr

According to Twain, there were many things the
United States could do for the backward Hawailsen Islands,
Criminals could be instituted on the islands, and the
United Stateé could show Hawaii "how amusing it is to
arrest them and try them and turn them loose—--some for
cash and some for 'political influence.'"ao5 In addition,
the United States could contribute railway corporations
toAthe islends to ". . . buy their Legislsatures like old
clothes, and run over their best citizens” and Jay
Goulds %o "do away with their old time notions that

stealing is not respectable.“Bob

In conclusion, in the
article, he SaYys ,

We can make that bunch of sleepy islands the

hottest corner on earth, and array it in the

moral splendor of our high and holy civilization.

Annexation is what the poor islanders need.

"Shall we to men benighted the lamp of life

deny?t307

Before the Spanish-American 7ar, Twain had concluded
that civilizations were doomed to rise and fall. The

imperialism of America, in his opinion, was destroying

L
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the ideals of the Republic, and America was beconing a
08

W

conqueror who would follow others to destruction.
Twain and Howells had different views on the
Spanishmﬂmérican Var, often writing of théir opinions
during the twenty-one-month period between Spain's
surrender to American forces in Cuba and the election
of 1900.509 Even though he had observed a frightening
rise of imperialistic tendencies 1in hmerica before
this war, Twain honestly believed that America had
intervened against Spain to free Cuba. Howells, hoﬁever,
saw the possibility that America had intervened to gain
something for herself.alo On the other hand, the two |
men agréed that ¥ngland's war in South Africa was
unjust.511 Because of their commitment to anti-
imperialism, unpopular and generally considered to be
"unpatriotic," Twain and Howells spent hours and hours

together discussing the issue.512

According to Gibson,
neither man was formally allied with an anti-imperialist

group.ﬁl3 However, Budd says that Twain was an honorary

508

Roger Solomon, Twain and the Imaze of History,
p. 42.

3OgGibson, Oop. cit., p. 43%6.

3101p14., p. 437.

l1pia., p. 436.
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vice-president of the Antiflmperialist League.al4
Regardless of the question of formzl membership, botlh
Twain and Howells had shown their support of anti-
imperiali§p groups; and on July 4, 1601, they signed
a booklet‘distributed by the national American Anti-
Imperialist League.al5

The anti-imperialists of the turn of the century
were significant because of their success in making
thneir position known and because of their social,
political, and intellectazl importance.516 AAmong the
prominent members of the Anti-Juperialist League were
E. L. Godkin, Andrew Carnegie, and Grovér Cleveland.517i
Although they failed really to change United:States
policy, the anti-imperialists nanaged to keep the issue
before the public for more than two years.318

Pwain's anti-imperialistic feelings about the‘
Filipino, Boer, and Chinese situations seem to have
reached some sort of peak in a brief, but convinciné,
piece entitled "A salutation-speech from the Nineteenth

Century to the Twentieth." The speech is, Gibson

believes, "perhaps Twain's nost perfect single piece of

5148udd, Mark Twain: Social Zhilosopher, p. 177.

515Gibson, op. cit., p. 467.

310154, p. 4325,

317Budd, Mark Twxain: Social Philosopher, p. 177.

518Gibson, op. cit., p. 43%5.
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persvasive writing, . . . eloguent in ils prose rhythm,
humorous and colloqguially forceful in its final injunc-

tion_."5l9 It expresses his distaste for the combination
of money, Christianity, and colonialism moving into a

) e NP .. 320 e
country supposedly to civilize it,. The following is
the salutation~speech as it was printed in the Herald:

A Salutation~-speech from the Ninteenth Century

to the Twentietn, taken down in short-hand by

Mark Twain: . '

I bring you the stately matron named

Christendon, returning bedraggled, besmirched,

and dishonored from pirate-raids in Kiao-Chou,

KManchuria, Soutihh Africa, & the Fhilippines, with

her soul full of boodle and her mouth full of

pious hypocrisies, Give her soap and a towel,
but hide the looking-glass.321

This "salutation-speech" was printed on cards and dis-
tributed by Albert S. Parsons, who was connected with
the New Epngland Anti-Imperialist League. Undoubtedly,
Twain consented to the printing and distribution of
these cards, thus associating himself with'an established
anti~imperialist group.522

On the anniversary of the "Greeting from the
Nineteentnh Century to the Twentieth," Twain wrote

"The Stupendous Possession.”" Again, he used the character,

3191via., p. 451,
52OKaplan, op. cit., p. 362.
'321Quoted in Gibson, op. cit., p. 451.

5221p14., pp. 451-452.
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Christendom. In "Ihe Stupendous Posgession," Cnristendoun
was attended by the countries of the vworld who vere
dirtied by war and 11:11;e115113'_3:3.52'j
In his fight against imerican imperi&lism, Twain

524

seemed like the younger Twain. Tven thouzh he was

angry in his essays protesting imperialisum, Twain's

humor and sztire were zreat e 2> iis comments as an

18

anti-inperialist attained for lark Ta ain a significant

s . C e s \ 2
position as national satirist in 1900.5‘0

Mark Twain evidently arote very little a2nd published
nothnnb about the Philippine guestion in 1399, probzdly

because he was Toobusy and still too concerned with

27 . ‘
personal problems.5”7 ‘hen Azerica took possession of

the FPnilippines as a result of the Ireaty of Paris in
1900, Twaln doubted that the venture could be success-
%28

ful,2?

[ §

In a letter to Joseph Twichell early in 1900, Twein

indicated hls disgzust with the FPhiiippine-American Yar.

e8]
o
[a]
A,
>
6]
(]
(4]
=
P
'—l-
]
[EN
O
@)
-
AV
—
b
jny
[
—
(]
6]
0]
£
5
D
H
3
j]
@)
~J

Budd, lark Tvain: social Philosouvner, p. 176.



90
He had probably learned tnat the priests in the Philippines

would conbtinue to held their wealth and propzrty and taat

Upon his return to America on October 15, 1900,
Twaln was interviewed by a reporter for the New York
Herald. He told the interviewer that he had been "a
red-hot imperislist" a year before. He had "wanted the
American eagle Lo go screaning into the Pacific" because
he "thought it would be a real good thinz to do."350
He had hoped that the United States could make the
Philippines

as free as ourselves, give them a government

and country of their own, put a miniature

of the American Constitution afloat in the

Pucific, start a brand-new republic to take

its place among the five free nations of the

world. It seemed a great task to which we

addressed ourselves.g '

However, after much thought and careful study of the
Treaty of Paris, Twain concluded that the United States
did "not intend to free but to subjugate the people of the

Philippines. e have gone there to conquer, not to redeem."??2

22%1ibson, op. cit., p. 442,
350Quoted in ibid., p. 445.
331100, oit.
332500, oit.
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He realized the similarity of the actions of thelUnited
States in the Pnilippines and those of imperialists
in Africa and China.533

Twain obJjected to the United States's pledge to
"protect the abominable system established in the
Philippines by the Friars." Instead, he believed that
the Filipinos should be set free and should then be
allowed to "deal with their own domestic guestions in
their own way."554 Concluding his corments on imperialism,
Twain said, "And so I am anti-imperialist. I an opposed
to having the eagle put its talons on any other land."555

Mark Twain made several speeches in 1800 and 1901
in which he discussed the issue of imperialism, particu-
larly American inperialism in the Philippines. On
November 10, 1900, he comumented to the Lotus Club that
the United States had set Cuba free, but that the plan
to do the same for the Philippines had for some reason
gone wrong.556 VWhen he introduced Winston Churchill
to an audience in New York City in December of 1%00,
Twain could not resist commenting on the imperialism of

the United States and England:

533Kaplan, op. cit., p. 362.
554Quoted in Gibson, op. cit., p. 446,
5%210c. cit. |

5%°1pia., p. 447,
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I think that Bngland sinned when she gol herself
into a war in South Africa, Jjust as we have sinned
« + « in the Philippines. And now that wec are
-also kin a sin, there 1s nothing more to be
desired. 2
In his speech to the City Club in New York on January 4,
1901 Twain criticized harshly the lLicKinley administration,
saying that he had not voted for Bryan in 1900 because
of his stand on the financial question and that he had
not voted for licKinley because of his imperialistic
attitudes toward the Philippines.558 The following
day, Twain told a reporter that he had not meant to make
some of the comments he had about the administration's
Philippine policy; however, he could not understand
. A2
the inconsistency of United States policy.ﬁ)9 He said,
We find a whole heap of fault with the war in
South Africa, and feel moved to bystcrics by the
sufferings of the Boers, yet we don't seem to

feel so very_sorry for the natives in tQL
Philippines,?

"To & Person Sitting in Darkness," published in

the North American Review in Februvary, 1901, is Twain's
241

bitter attack on the forces of world-wide imperialism,

He condemned as forcefully as he could all of the

337
538
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individuals and countries that he considered guilty of
criminal acts of imperialism. The essay was SO angry
and pointed that Howells, even though he approved of it
and advised Twain to publish it{, cautioned him to hang
himself before publication because otherwise the public
would hang him.342

At the beginning of "To a Person Sitting in Darkness,"
Twain attacks the American missionary, William S. Ament,
who forced payment from the Chinese for the damage done
in the Boxer Rebellion. According to Twain, "4dwment is
the right man in the rizht place," because Americans
wanted their missionaries not only to ". . . represent
in their acts and persons the grade and gentleness and
charity and lovingkindness" of Christianity, but also to
"represent the American spirit."543 Twain further
comments upon Ament's remarkable ", ., . financial feat
of squeezing a thirteen-fold indemnity out of the
pauper peasants to square other people's offenses," a
feat which would result in the starvation of the peasants,
To Twain, the fact that "the blood money so acquired might

be 'used for the propagation of the Gospel'" was "a
u D44

blasphemy . . . hideous and . . . colossal. He

242

Gibson, op. cit., ». 456.
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expresses with irony his hope that the missionarics
would ", . . remain in the almost morbidly falr and
just and gentle temper which is affording so much
satisfaction to their brother and chanpion today."545

Because the administrations that sought to
extend "the Blessings of Civilization to our Brother who

sits in Darkness"546

were not adept at their job, the
"person"-—~the Filipino, the African, the Boer, the
Chinese~~had "become suspicioué of the Blessing of
Civilization" and, even more serious, had "begun to
.exémine them."347 Twain expleined that President
McKinley, Cabinet Minister Joseph Chamberlain of Great
Britain, the Kailser of Germany, the Tsar of Russia, and
the French had not taken the proper precautions to hide
from "the person sitting in darkness" the true color

of "the Blessings of Civilization." They had sent

"the Actual Thing with the outside cover left off w48

In discussing the British involvement in the Boer
War in Africa, Twain wrote that ¥r. Chamberlsin ". . .

tries hard to persuade himself that it isn't purely a

3*51bia., p. 598.
0 1pia., p. 599.

347Loc. cit.
3*81p1a., p. 600.



private raid for cash but has a sort of dim vague
respectability about it somewhere, if he could only

£ind the spot.n2t?

Because the Kaiser "lost a couple of missionaries
in a riot in Shantung," he insisted that the Chinese pay
« « o« & hundred thousand dollars apiece for
then in money; twelve miles of territory,
containing several millions of inhabitants
and worth twenty million dollars; and . .. .
build a monument and also a Christian church;
whereas the people of China could have been
depended upon to remember the missionaries 350
without the help of these expensive memorials.
Twain next asks, "Would Germany do like this to America,
to England, to France, to Russia., Or only to China,
the helpless~-imitating the elephant's assault upon
the ficld mice?">”%

- When Russia commnitted imperialistic crimes against
Japan and Manchuria, "the person sitting in darkness"
probably said to himself, | y

It is yet another, Civilized Power, with its banner
of the Prince of Peace in one hand and its loot
basket and its butcher knife in the other. Is

there no salvation for us but to adopt Civili-
zation and 1ift ourselves down to its level?352

%*91bid., p. 60L.
5>01bia., p. 602.
55 mid., p. 603.
521pid., p. 604.
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Next, in Twain's "To the Person Sitting in Darkness,"
is America's "Philippine temptation,” a temptation that
A
America could not resist.as} The Anmericans were to
move in and free the Filipinos from Spanish tyranny
after which they were to be independent. However,
Twain said that the purpose was ". . . ostensibly to
help the native patriots put the finishing touch upon
their long and plucky struzgle for independence, but
: - 354
really to take their land away from them and keep 1t.”55.
As a result of the latter act, "the person sitting in
darkness" would surely say,
There 1is something curious about this--curious
and unaccountable. There must be two Americas,
one that sets the captive free, and one that takes
a once-captive's new freedom away from hin, and
picks a quarrel with him with nothing to found
it on, then kills him to get nis land.?
Twain brought his attack to a close by rationalizing
for America: ‘
There have been lies, yes, bubt they were told
in a good cause. e have been treacherous, but
that was only in order that real good mizht come
out of apparent evil. . . . we have debauched

Anerica's nonor and blackened her face before the
world; but each detail was for the best.3?

55310id., p. 605.
5>*Ibid., p. 607.
355;9;@., p. 606,
5%°10i4., pp. 611-612.
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PTo climax his essay, he sugzested a nery flag for Lmerica:

e can have a special one—--our stvates do it:

we can have Just our usual flag, with the

white stripes painted black and the stars

replaced by the skull and crossboness,.357

In 1902, Twain was among the notable citizens who
signed a petition to Congress to end the war in the
Philippines. Congress, however, took no action. ZEven
though Twain continued his attacks on imperialism, the
movemnent against it had all but died by the spring

a 558 b s ~ L4 - )
of 1902, He expressed his firm beliefs about tne
evils of imperialism in numerous other articles and
speeches, but "To the Person Sitting in Darkness"
encompasses and transcends all of his other works on
the subject. It was this essay, "To the Person Sitting
in Darkness," that msde Twain, Just as it probably would
559

today, the hero of students,

In the Presidential-election year of 1904, liark
Twain did not take an active part in politics. Dis-
illusioned by the methods of those cawpaigning for

. . . L
office, he could do nothing but criticize party pOlithS.)6O

%>?1pia., p. 613.

558gibson, op. cit., p. 468.

559Kap1an, op. cit., p. 364,

560Paine (ed.), op. cit., II, 76l.
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Twain's disillusionment is best expressed by a letter
that he wrote to his old friend, Joseph Twichell, in
whom he was bitterly disappointed by 1904, His dis-
appointment in Twichell began as early as 1901, when

he wrote Myichell about the situation in the Philippines.
He was disturbed that Twichell taught people to keep
their opinions to themselves because of the possible
damage of making such opinions publio.?gl In 1904,

he was again disappointed that Twichell was faithful

to a party when parties were so useless. He wrote to
Twichell on Novenber 4, 1904, "Oh, dear! get out of that
sewer--party politics--dear Joe. At least with your
mouth.ﬁ562 In addition, he warned Twichell thal party
politicé“change men morally, using as his examples
McKinley, Roosevelt, and Twichell. In private life,
they were of the highest charscter--kind, honest,
incorruptible, but in the public life of politics, the&
were the opposite.365 Twain's "Corn-Fone QOpinions"
expressed the same idea about party politics more
colorfully: ". . . and where the party leads they

[@eé] will follow, whether for right and honor or through

blood and dirt and a mush of mutilated morals,m>OF

361Gibson, op. cit., p. 454,

32paine (ed.), op. cit., TI, 761.

503 1p1d., p. 762,

564Clemens, The Portable Mark Twain, p. 577.
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Twain's letter of November 4 criticized Twichell for
condemning members of the opposing party for certain
beliefs and actions, yet concealing those sane beliefs
and actions when they appeared in his own party. Twain
believed that an individual's principles disappeared
ﬁhen‘he became involved in party politics. He, then,
told Twichell that he (Twain) would be doinz just what
Twicheil Qas doing if involved in party*politiés.565

In Twain's opinion, Cleveland was responsible for
the gold standard, but Twichell had implied that the
Rebublicans were responsible for it. Twichell had said
that the pension which was given {o people who did not
deserve 1t was favored by the Democrats; however, Twain
told him that half of those who opposed the fund were

266

Democrats., In "Corn-Pone Opinions," Twain best

explained the point he was trying to make to Twichell
in their long argument:

lien think tney think upon.great politicsl
questions, and they doj; but they think with
their party, not independently; they read its
literature but not that of the other side; they
arrive at convictions but tqey are drawn from
a partial view of the natter in hand and are of
no particular value.367

365Paine (ed.), op. cit., II, 762.

367 |
Clemens, The FPortable liark Twain, p. 577.
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In 1904, unable to see how his friend, Joe Twichell,

could believe all of the statements that he had made,
Twain concluded that Tyichell had become adept at
politics because he had trained for it all of his life.
About Twichell's political writing, he cowmmented, "There
ién't a paragraph in it whose facts or morals will

568 Twailn

wash--not even a sentence, I believe.
rationslized about Twichell's politica13activities in
his letter written a short time before the election
of 1904
. In a few days you will be out of it, and then

you can fumigate yourself and take up your

legitimate work again and resume your clean

and wholesoume private character once more and

be happy--and useful.36S
In the postscript of his letter, Twain reminded Twichell
to remember that man is not responsible for nis acts,
bub that man is being controlled by God.2’0

Barly in 1906, Twain became involved with a Socialist
comnittee in America formed to help the Russian revolu-
tionary forces.57l He planned to participate actively

in the causej; however, before 1t could actually get

started, Maxim Gorky, the well-known Russian author,

568}?&1116 (ed‘ 9 -c_)Eo E__j-_'t__- 9 II, 765.

%®910c. cit.
501pia., p. 764.

571Foner, op. ¢cit., p. 121.
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who hzd come to fmerica as an emissary of the revolu-
tionsries, committed several indiscretions that ruined
the chances of thelr receiving any roral or financial

. . 372
help from the United States.
Many years before, Twain had expressed his approval
of revolution when it was necessary to unseat a monarchy.

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court expresses

his admiration of the French Revolution, In his
September 4, 1889, letter to Howells, Twain said,

"Next to the 4th of July & its results, it was the
noblest & holiest thing & the most{ precious that

ever happened in this earth."2’? Twain held the

Marxist belief that violence is sometimes necessary to
overthroﬁ tyranny.574 His active strugsle against
Russian Czarism is an exarple of his belief that revolution
is the only wsy to rid a country of tyranny.375 Although
Twain did not again take an active part in revolutionary
causes outside of the United States, his name could be
found on the letter-head of many organizations for

576

freedom.

5721pia., p. 122.

3BFrederick inderson, William M. Gibson, .and
Henry Nash Suith (eds.), Selected Mark Twain--Howells
Letters, p. 286.

574Budd, Mark Twain: Social Phiiosooher, p. 185.

575Foner, op. ¢it., p. 118,
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In the early twentieth century, Twain could see

nothing commendable in the Republican Party's principles
or record. He did not believe that the Democrats could
defeat the Republicans. Even if they coﬁld, he reasoned
that the parties scemed the same anyway; both were
interested only in money.377 Commenting on the beauty

of the motto, "In God we trust," he said that the United
States trusted instead of God "the Republican party

and the dollar--mainly the dollar."378 Twain was also
convinced that the Republican Party was solely responsible
for the system of high tariffs that would result in the
growth of monopolics and a new kind of slavery.379

In his opinion, the party was acting for the rich. He
said that hé could never support Theodore Roosevelt even
with his "trust buster" reputation, because anyone who;
like Roosevelt, favored high tariffs could not be the
eneny of monopoly. Twain believed that Roosevell was
actually furthering monopoly.58O

After 1905, Twain became increasingly concerned

about the seemingly unbeatable Republican Party.aBl

377pia., p. 101.

578Kaplan, op. cit., p. 363.

379Foner, ‘QE. _Ci_j_._‘tl., po 97'
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As the election year of 1908 approached, he recailed
a letter he had written to Howells in 1874 forecasting
a monarchy. He gave two reasons for “is forecsast:
(1) it is man's nature to want somcone to look up to;
(2) great republics have never lasted 10113.382 One
condition, however, must exist before a monarchy could
develop from a republic: the republic had to be a
great power wibh wealth which would cause corruption
and develop harmful ambitions. The republic would not
consciously desire a monarchy or see it coming, but
circunstances would leave the path to monarchy open to
some person wno desired to destroy the republic and
Build nis own kingdom.585

In.l908, Twain concluded that, even before he had
forecasted a monarchy, a constitutional monarchy had
existed in the United States, the Republican Party

584 With the exception of Clevecland's

being the monarvchy.
few years in offic¢, which really mazde no real mark on
Arerican history, the "crown" hzd been passed down in

the same political family for fifty years.585 Twain

58201emens, Mark Twain in Eruption, pp. 1-2.

58531pid., p. 2.
384Loc. cit.

re————

5801pid., p. 3.
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felt that Roosevelt would only be handing the poWer
down to Taft in the election of 1908.586 Even thougin
he was angry when Roosevelt seemed to select William
Howard Taft, Twain voted for Taft in 1908 rather than

Bryan who he feared would not maintain laissez-faire.58'7

Because the monarch in America could override
the Constitution,~law, Congress, States, and Suprene
Court (by appointing friendly justices), Twain ascertained
that the monarch was more powerful in America than in

any of the European counties.588

Twain noticed that
thé monarch pushed through tariffs which resulted in
a few Verj rich men; tnen, the monarch declared himself
an enemy of monopoly. However, Twain said, "It thought-
fully puts off that assault till 'after election.?
A thousand years after is quite plainly what it means,
but the people do not know that."389

Although he often bpecame discourazed and attacked
the administration of American democracy, he retained

his belief in the system. He considered it the best

system because of its basis--the equality of men.390

586 1,54., p. 28. |

387Budd, Mark Twain: Social Philosopher, pp. 204~
205. A , ' .

28

8Clemens, Mark Twain in Eruption, p. 3.
589Loc. cit. |

59OFoner, op. cit., p. 101,
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Mark Twain's participaticn in the election campaign
of 1908 was limited to his attacks on Theodore Rooseveltb.
He repcated his belief that the morals of a candidate
for public office disappeared as soon as the candidate
began secking office., Once, Roosevelt had wanted to
reform the civil service system. However, he did not
want to reform it enougn to resist sending three
hundred federal officeholders to the Republican Convention
in Chicago to uphold his interests.391

Twain's remarks about Theodore Rooscvelt are both
biting and humorous. At one time, he made fun of
Roosevelt, the great white hunter, who shot a cow,
mistaking it for a bear.392 Referring to Roosevelti's
war heroics, Twain said,

I think the President is clearly insane in

several ways, and insanest upon war and its

supreme glories. I think he longs for a

big war wherein he can spectacularly

perform as chief general and chief aduiral,

and go down in history as the only monarch

of modern times that has served both offices

at the same timne, 9
His bitter attack against Roosevelt climaxed his
6ontroversialépolitical life because he was not to

live until the next Presidential election.. Once

a strong Republican, he finally became an independent

301

Clemené, Mark Twain in Eruption, p. 29.
321pia., p. 11.
393Ibido 9 pp- 8"‘90
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critic of politics, not only in Americe, bubt also in
the world. Vere he alive today, Twain would find material
for his political writings plentiful.

Primarily, Twain objected to party politics because
people simply voted with their party rather than voting
for the best candidate. Consequently, the two~major
parties were not forced to nominate their best men,
the resuvlt being corruption in government.

In his essay "As Regards Patriotism," Mark Twain
criticized blind patriotism:

The Patriot did not know Jjust how or when or

where he got his opinions, neither did he

care, So long as he was with what seemed the

majority--which was the main thing, the safe
thing, the comfortable thing. 394 oo

This blind patriot is the voter whom Twain despised,
the voter who was a Republican or a Democrat, because he
had always been a Republican or a Democrat, not because
he personally believed in the qualifications and
platform of a particular candidate. In "Corn-Pone
Opinions," Twain described politics both sixty years
ago and today:
« « « we know . . . why Republicans are Republicans
and Democrats, Democrats. We know it is a matter
of association and sympathy, not reasoning and
examination; that hardly a man in the world has
an opinion upon morals, politics, or religion

which he got otherwise than through his associations
and synmpathies.3S5

‘ p' 5670

29

4Clemens, The Complete Essays of Mark Twain,

395018mens, Tne Portable Mark Twain, p. 576.
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