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PREFACH

Although Mark Twain and Herman Melville are two of
Americats greatest authors, they héve rarely been linked
together in a study of this kind. Thouzgh Twain wrote some
of his best works during MMelville!'s lifetime, there is no
evidence that either man was familiar with the other's
literary achlevenents, Yet close inspection of Twain's
religious belief's, his ldeas concerning God and man, revezls
a great manybsimilarities with his pradeceséor's ideas on
these subjects., One begins to sense that Twain was a cont nuum
of the despair and disillusionment that epitorized Melville's
literary caresr,

The evolutionary probqss that Melville underwent in
developinz his philosophies and art was followed by Twain
in a very similar fashion., PFrom his first grumbl’ngs against
a mystvevrious Dlety, to dammation of the human race, on to
prbfound depths of despair, Twain's progress paralleled that
of Melville, In taking some of their major and m’nor works
as proof of these authors! development, this study compares
them in a point-by-point process. New questions, new discov-
eries, new dermations of God and man, and the universe,
appear n each succeeding work they wrote as both men traveled
on their lonely quest,

The initial idea for thils study was a product of course
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work on Mark Twain, and later Herman Melville, under the
guidance of Dr, Green D, Wyrick., Since that time, Dr,
Wyrick has been a ready source for suggestions and informa-
tion of an *nvaluable nature, I would also like to express
my appreciation to Dr, Brian Byrd for his assistance in
organizing and launching the prelim’nary material, Finally,
I am indebted to my wife for her understanding.

Emporia, Kansas Jo. B, W,
August 12, 1969
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To ny feather
Who could have,
My brother

Who may,

And to ny mother

Viho always will.



CHAPTER I
DOUBT AND THE SZARCH FOR GOD

There are only a few men who are not satisfied with
things as they are and dream about things as they ought to
be. Even fewer men actually try to make their dream come
true by trying to Influence others, in one way or another,
to their dream's possibility of vreality. But still fewer
men stop and wonder, and think, and reason why things are
wrong to begin with. They not only concern themselves with
man, his environment, his psyche, and his world; but they
prod far beyond and travel in the realms of the spiritual,
the heavenly and the hellish, They search for what they
believe is the ultimate source, althouzh they are not neccesg-
arily propohets, or mystics, or clerics., They may merely be
writers like Mark Twain and Herman Melville, In their works
of fiction, they searched, cuestioned, doubted, cursed and
attacked vhat they believed to be the creator of the uni-
verse,

The purpose of this thesis is to establish why Twain
and elville searched for, éuestioned, and doubted God;
then to illustrate how they accomplisghed their seawch in
their works c¢f fiction, and most Importantly, to rsveal how
they were strikingly similar in thelr ideas, questions, and
conclusions on the subject of God and His relationshiv with
man, The similarities between these two rien is actually
remarzable when one remembers that Twain was of another

generation than Melville and there iz no rescord of either



one reading the other's works, Twalin wrote a generation
after Melville; yet the man from Hannibal echos many of
Melville's beliefs, idess, and problens.

Bernard De Voto wrote: '"Much more identity than hsas
ever been noticed in print exists in the careers of Mark

Twain and Hermen Melville."l

This "identity," or similarity,
begins with these authors'! basic adnerence to high standards
of moral ‘dealism, This i1dealism may best be expressed in
térms of the Medieval Church's traditioneal Seven Cardinal
Virtues, the wvirtues expressed_in such works as "Piers Plow-
man" and "The Faerie Queene", They are also the basis of
belief in the works of Twa’n and lMelville, The Seven Cardinal
Virtues ave Faith, Hope, Charity, / the Holy Virtues /,
Prudence, Justice, Temperance, and Fortitude, Twain's

greatest literary achievement, The Adventures of Huckleberry

Finn, presents a character who-progreSSively becomes, often
through trfal and error, a true Christian, Huck Finn exhibits
each of the aforementioned Virtues as a part of his character,
For instance, when presented with oppbsing interpretations

of heaven, the widow!'s beautiful paradise, Miss Watson's
preaching and praying, Huck decides he does not care for
either one. 3But he would prefer to go to the widow's and
‘8ays, ‘n a humble manner;

I thought 1t all out and reckoned I would belong to
the widow'!s if he / God_/ wanted me, though I couldn't

1Bernard De Voto, Markt Twain's Americs, pp. 312-313,




Make out how he was go'ng to be any better off then
than wha? he was before, seeing I w%s so ignorant
and so kind of low-down and ornery,
Although he appears to be nonchalant gbout hls prospects
for heavenly blisé, Huck illustrates a deep hope, faith,
and respect In a Supreme Being that watches over all.

After running into Jdim on the Island, Huck swears
never to turn Jim in even though it may mean public
disapproval, Time and again Huck manages to keep Jim safe
from various disreputable characters by any means that his
quick mind can devise, In Chapter XVI, "The Rattlesnake
Skin Does Its Work," Huck is. confronted with a group of men
hunting for five gscaped slaves, Huck has just left Jim
on the raft while he takes their canoe, ostensibly to make
sure the town they are approaching Is Cairo, wh’'ch would
mean freedom for Jim., However, Huck has been carefully
consjdering the notion of turning Jim into the proper
authorities, an act wh'ch Huck knows is reagu’red by the law
of Church and state, But for a reason he cannot explain,
Huc% does not turn Jim ove» to the slave hunters, Instead,
he scares them away by making them believe his fether Is on
the raft and is very sick. Huclt is seemingly apvrehensive
abount telling the men wnat siclmess his "father" has and
‘the hunters become suspicious and assume the disease is

sriallpox. The men quiclkly depart leaving Huck forty dollars

—

2Samuel L. Clemens, The Adventures of Huclileberrv IMinn,
Pp. 205-205, '




in gold to tide his "sick" family over ti1l they reach =
nearby towm. Th’s passaze indicates the true nature of Huck
because he does not even stop to think about trying to save
Jim,. He simply adopts a scheme instantaneously, allows it
to develop, and fools the hunters, Fortitude and a sense
of justice are revealed as part of Huck'!s nature,

One of the most repulsive scenes for Huck involves
a plot by the Duke and the Dauphin to ga’n some guicl money,
They impersonate long lost relatives of a recently deceased
man in the hopes of secureing money left by the deceased
in his will, The whole townspeople gather at the walke and
cry and howl as the Duke and Dauphin give the perfofmance
of their careers, They pray, cry and pray a little more
eand the townspeopnle jo'n iIn, Huck'!s opin’ons of the charade
ranges from: "I never seen anything so disgusting," to

n3

He descr:bes "the close friends"

nl

"it was just sickening.
of the deceased as "a passel of sapheads. Huck makes it
quite clear» at this point in h'ls relationshiv with the Duke
and Dauphin that what may have been fun and daring has now
turned into something wnolly ansathema to his character,

His conscience would not allow them to rob snd fool these

people any longer and he works out a scheme to reverse the

3Samuel L. Clemens, Huclkleberrw Finn, p. 395,

U1piq,
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thievery, He takes the money that the Duke and Dauphin have
falsely claimed and puts it in the dead man's coffin, Huck
is sympathetic towards one of the girlt's in the mourning
family and comforﬁs her, He tells her everything will be
all rignt and to leave everything to him because if they
reveal the true identity of the thieves to the law, he may
not be jailed with them, but, he says: "there'd be another
person that you don't know about / Jim / who's been in big
trouble, Well, we got to save him, haint't we?"S This
sequence reveals Huck to be prucdent, temperate, charitable,
and, once again, just,

Huék actually never trusts anyone and lmows how de-
praved man cacn become, Yet, he still shows compass’on for
the Duke and the Dauphin when they are finally caught, even
though they used and abused him, Huck's nature is basically
Christian ‘n the truest sense,

Pudd'nhead Wilson 3llustrates Tirain's moral standards

in-just as telling a manner as Huckleberry Finn, One of

the najor characters i1s Roxy, a Negro slave woman, who Is
sold down the »iver by her son to pay his debts. She manages
to escape from her owners and returns to the North to f'nd
her son, After confronting him, she is angry and vengeful

‘and vows to repayv him for his despicable act, But in the

5ipid., p. L21.



end, she does all she can to save her son from the fate he
decreed for her, and revezals a true loving nature, Roxy
forgives her son and in this way represents Twain's desire
to affirm the moral respons_bility in man, a responsibility
which he believed was sorelw lacking.é Her son throughout

Pudd!nhead Wilson proves to be a repulsive, grotesque char-

acter and always treats his mother as property unless he
believes he can gain something from her by doing otherwise.
Rozy's ultimate forglveness ancd desperate attempts to save
her son indicate nothing less than true Christian virtues
of hove for a better life and a love of infinite depth.

The Seven Card’nal Virtues are as Inherent a part of
Herman Melville's works as they are In those of Mark Twaln.
In "The Lightening-Rod Man," one finds the Individuzl man,
with his owm personal conception of God and rellg’on, con-
fronted by the prototvpe characterization of one of Melville's
greatest creations, the confidence-man, Dur'ng a severe
thunderstorm in a mountainous area, a man welcomes into h's
home, a sosking wet stranger who holds In his hand "g
polished copper rod, four feet long ... ringed with copper
bands., The metal rod terminzted at the top tripodwise,

in three keen tines, brightly gilt."7 This strange~ claims

6

Robert A, Wiggns, Mark Twain Jackles Novelist, p. 107.

7Rnchara Chase (ed,), Herman Melville, Selected Tales
and Poems, p., 151,
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to be a lighten’ng rod salesman, He tells the owmer of the
house that he Is not safe without one of his rods to protect
against the danger of lightening, Althouzh the owner insists
that he needs no protection, the salesman repezstedly advises
him on where to stand in the house, and cautions him that
the only sure protection ZIs in the lightening rod. The
slaesman eventually becomes more than insistent and attacks
the owner with the rod. The owner fends him off and shouts:

Who has empowered you . . « to peddle round vour

indulgence from divine ordinations? The hairs of

our heads are numbered and the days of our lives,

In thunder as In sunshine, I stand at casg in the
hands of my God., False negotiator, awayl

The ovmer will have no barzain with such a man and ‘ndlcates
his belief in God rather than In false symbols of any sort,
He is certainly idealistic in his decision to reject the
salesman's "protection," but Melville reveals that he has
few 1illusions as h's home owmer says:
But spite of my treatment, and spite of my dissuasive
talk of h'm to my neighvors, the Lightening-rod man
still dwells in the land; still travels in storm time,
and dr ves a brave trade with the fears of man,
The hore owner'!s virtuous attributes Include falth, prudencse,
and fortitude, He has faith Iin his God, is reasonable and

cautious with the salesman, and illustrates a great Inner

strength in refusing to purchase a product of false philosophy,
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In 1849, Melville wrote a novel entitled White-Jacket

which, more often than not, concerned itsell with the iInhumane

treatment of sailors in the United States Navy, The book
is akin to a propagandistic tract in its defense of the
sailors and its attacks against the barbaric life they we>e
subjected to on a man-of-war: "He /Melville / felt impelled
e o . 10 .
to expose and indict the world ‘n a man-of-war," Melville
certainly intended for his book to arouse attent’on and
action for he bellieved in the possibllity of correcting
these injustices once the general public and the Havy
Department were made fully aware of the circumstances, To
illustrate his belief In the moral’ty of Americans he ends
his most anzry chapter In the bool, entitled "Flozging Not
Necessary," with great praise for the American people:
There are occaslions when it is for Americs to mske
presedents, not to oher them, e shouvld, if possidble,
prove a teacher to posterity, ‘nstead of bhe’ng the
pupill of bwvgone generations, . . And we Americans
are the peculiar, chosen people-- the Isrzel of our
time; we bear the ark of the liberties of the world,
e o« God has predestinated, manltinds expects, great
thngs fror our race; and great things we feel In our
souls,1l
In some wavs, this last quote is not unlike Walt Whitman's
constant prais‘ng of America, UMelville showed evidences

of strong fa’th thaf moral good and right.would prevail

if the truth were k¥nown, He believed that justice would

10y:113am Plomer (ed.), White-Jacket, p. V.

1leyman Melville, White-Jacket, p. 151,




triumph and he had a hope that the American people would
rise to the occasion.

Both men, as it will be showm later, knew their Bible
well, Both were reared in a strictly religious background.

>

But neither regarded Christvianity as particularly un’que.
Because of thils fact, both men iIndicated respect for various
other religions In several of their works,

In Letters From the BZarth, Twaln gives no preference

to any reiigion end, in a sense, fihds them all to be
presumptious, Twain has God simply deciding to create a
universe and a world of animals, the most complex of which
is the human he’ng, seeningly for went of something better
to do. God creates only one law, the law of n=ature, but
man mmediately hsgins inventing relig’ons in order to
glorify h'mself more than God. "Satan's Letter" is 2 severe
piece of satire in which satan, definitely not a "fallen
angel" visits REarth and‘describes the activities of God'ls
"masterpiéce,“ man, for Gabriel.and Michaél. Satan writes:
He /[ man 7/ believes the Creator Is proud of him;

he even hel’eves the Creztor loves him; has a passion
for him; sits up nights to admlire him, He prays to

Him, and thinks He listens, Isn't it a quaint idea?l?

Satan continues to deride man and his foolish ideas and
‘mnotions, and his great capacity for pomposity. Obviously,

Twain can not regard Christianity as unique 1f he negates

1ZSamuel L. Clemens, Letters From the Earth, p. 7.
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all religifon in the first place, BEdward VWagenknecht in his

book Mark Twain, the Man writes: '"he / Twain / recognizes

and espects all religlous beliefs, not merely that which he
shares, . » . He did not regsard Christ’anity as unique

revelation."l3 In Huc¥leberrvy Finn Twain 1llustrates a

belief in true Cnristian teach*ngs of broiherhood and love
but no belief in any orthodox, strict Interpretations of a
specific religious practice, As was mentioned earlier,
Huck had the attributes of a true Christien and could not
accept the divergent orthodox teach'ngs expressed by Miss
Watson and the Wldow Douglas,

Twain was always the champion of the underdog and
saw no reason for the Western Christian Church to feel
superior to any other»religious practice, Eventually, as
in Letters From the Eartn, all religions were similar, if
not the same, to him., Twain did not belleve in any miracles
or megsazes from God and did not believe in the Bible as
anything more than words written by men.1l+

Melvillet's great interest in, and acknowledgement of
other religions is probably best exermplified by his epic,

Moby-Dick. Anything dealing with religions of any kind

135duard Wagenknecht, Mark Twain, the Man and His
Work, pe. 196,

1 - . .
: 'rank Baldanza, Mark Twain, An Introduction and
Interpretation, p. 17.
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became a part of his personal library. Moby-Dick is filled
with allusions to religions ranging from Christianity to

Egyptian cults., The critic H, Bruce Franklin links most of

Melvillel!s major works with the thread of relig’ous teachings.lS

Melville, in his reading, saw the basic tenets of Christian-
ity in many other religions and saw no reason to believe
that one was any better than the others, Franklin writes,
"They are all, / for Melville / no matter waether they are
modeled on Polynesian, Egyptian, Greek, Hindu, Buddist, or
Druidic Myths, similar to and different from Christ, 16
Moby-Dick's characters represent various religious beliefs,
The three harpooners are Queequeg, Tashtego, and Daggoo.
Queequeg worships Polynesian gods; Tashtego is an American
Indian; and Daggoo is an African, Ceptain Ahab has the same
name as King Ahab of the Bible who vexed God by disobeying
Him and worshipping Baal and Astarte, Fedallah, Ahab's

dark companion, is a Parsee, fireworshipping Zoroastriean,

In Mardi, Melville presents an allegorical world
populated with various types of people living on numerous
islands, Each island has iIts own unique customs and part
of each island's uniqueness is 1ts religious practices.

One island, called Serenia, practices true Christian faith

1%, Bruce Franklin, The Wgke of the Gods: Melville's

Kytholosy, p. 205,
16

Franklin, ove. cit.
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based on reason., On 0Odo, the king is considered demi-
divine and so are the travelers Taji and Yillah, upon arrival,
The ruler of Valapee is a boy ten years old named Peepi,
Melville describes his this way:

Along with the royal dignity, and superadded to the
soul possessed in his own proper person, the infant
monarch was supposed to have inherited the vealiant
spirits of some twenty heroecs, sages, simpletons,
and demi-gods, previously lodged in his sire,
At times, one of these spirits will control him and then
another, but not sirmultaneously. Peep: has no control over
‘these spirits and therefore he "was plainly denuded of all

roral obligation to virtue."18

The local parlaiment pro-
claimed that Peepi had no conscience and could do no wrongl
Though Twain and Melville recognized other religions
and doubted the ultiméte authorship of the Bibles, they werse
not Infidels or atheists. Their moral code could not allow

anything but a final faith iIn 1ife beyond the physical death

and a belief in a good force in the universe, In Huckleberry

Finn, Twain was perusing the guestion of the true relation-
ship between God and man, and he was not yet ready to leave
social criticism in the background and begin to actually

search out God. The mizhty }Missisgiopl River is presented

as a God-like entity, everflowing, possessed with great

1T erman Melville, Mardi, I, 18L.

181bid., p. 186.
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strength and subtlety, and never to be understood by man,
At times, it is a friend to Huck and Jim and they return to
it periodically to escape from "sivilization.," Yet the river
can cause floods, bring storms, floundef the raft, and
nearly drown its occupants. 3But it ié in the backgrowund and
is not defined bty Twain as being good or evil, or even a

combination of the two, It is merely capricious and unknow-

able beyond a certain point, Wagenkneecht concludes: "Twain

never really doubted God, and he remained a seeker and a

searcher all his life."l9

As Huckleberry Finn was the starting po‘nt for Twain

in his search, so Mardi was to Melville, As previously

stated, Melville presented various forms of religlous beliefs

in Mardi and presented Serenia as his ideal, Bubt, as with
Twain, Melville was questioning the world in Mardi and man-
kind's usagze of that world., A real attack on, or serious

stioning of, God is no vident, White~Jdacke writte
uestioning of, God is not evident In White-Jacket, written

one year after Mardi, there is évidence of Melville's growing
doubt, Melville does put faith in the final victory of God
over evil; yet he asks why God allows the depravity of

the world, but gives no answer.zo In both men, from the
writing of these works on, doubt leads to a séarch, and

the search reveals horror to them; emotions are let loose
3 R

191-Jagen}mecht, oo, cite, Pse 279

203511 1am Braswell, Helville's Rellsiais Thought, p. 25.
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in a furious torrent that would not abate.
The search for God had now begun and neither writer

ever really stopped searching. After Huckleberrv Finn,

there came what Twain thought would bve his last ma jor work,

A Commecticut Yankee in King Authur's Court. He wanted this

book to be Tilled with 2ll he had to say and be done with
it all, Here, in 1889, his bitterness flowered.al He vented
his wrath on numerous topics, such as injustice in mankind's
social institutions, In individual prejudices and scores of
evils man seeningly cultivates. Hank Morgan has nothing but
contempt for monarchies and serfdom and the entire feudal
system, In a typically angry episode Hank discusses the
freedom of noblemen to kill:
A gentleman coﬁld kill a free commoner and pay for
him--cash or garden truck. A noble could kill a
noble without expense. . , Anyoody could kill
sonebody, except the commoner and the slave; these
"had no privileges,
There are nany passages similar to this one but this will
Suffice, for after filling his book with angry invectives
about social evils and the stupidity of man, something Is
lef't behind, for Hank Morgaean is no great emancipator or

supreme individual. He is, indeed, just as evil and destruc-

tive .as those who populate his nightmare world. If man

|

, 2lR:chard D. Altick, "Mark Twain's Despair: an
Explanation in terms of His Humanity," SAQ, XXXIV (October,
1935), p. 360, .

223 amuel L, Clemens,
Authur'!s Court, p. 102,

A Connecticut Yankee in King

e ——————— —————
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is so inevitably stupid and corrupt, where does the
responsibility lie? Hank Morgan does not succeed in destroy-
ing the old evil system., He merely creates a new one and
machiné guns and electrocutes thousands of knights with the
help of his special youth corps. There may not be a way to
eradicate the evils of the world, for Morgen, in trying,
brings more of the same, If there is no solution for man,
the reason for this apparent fact cannot go unknown. Twain
does not let the question of ultimate responsibility rest,

Herﬁan Melville launched his most concerted effort
to discover the nature of God n loby-Dick., The quest ’s
simple but the depths are as deep as the wnite whale's
soundings In the dark fathoms of the oceans of the world,
Armed with layer upon.layer of symbols, Melville sends
Captain Ahad, a man so rmuch of an individual that he cannot
properly commmicate with other men, so much of an individual
that he turns nihilistic and becores a raving madman, on a
search for the Christian God suprorted by sailors represent-
ing a1l nations, on a ship symbolizing the world., Ahab
explains his designs to Starbuck, a puritan, who is renowmned
in the vhaling ‘ndustry for his courage and keen marksman-

ship.with a harpoon,

Hark ve yet again,-- the 1Ilttle lower layer, All
visible objects, man, ave but as pasteboard masks.
But in each event-- in the living sct, the undoubhted

deed-- there, some un'momm but still reasoning thing
puts forth the moulding of its feature fron beh*nd
the unreasoning mask, If man will strike, strike
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through the mask123
Ahab goes on th explain how he sees the white whale., He
mist bresgk through the barrier wall:

To me, the white whate is that wall, shoved near to
ne, Sometimes I think there!'s nouht beyond. But
1tis enough. He taslzs me; he heaps me; I see in

him outragzeous strength, with an inscrutable malice
sinewing it. That inscruteble thing is chiefly what
I hate; and be the white whale agent, or be the whfte
whale principal, I will wreak that hate upon him.z'r

Starbuck protests but Ahab discards his criticism and proclainms:

Miho's over me? Truth hath no confines,"25 Ahab will find
that white vhale and do all in his power to kill it, His
vengeance was born a year before this voyage when he lost
his leg in an attempt to kill Moby-Dick and his life s

now dedicated to the wnale's destruction, But if a mnere
mortal is going to atﬁack the power of the Almighty, he must
be prepared for defeat, Certainly Ahab is so prepared for
he continues to curse the whale even as he Is be’ng dragged
to the depths of the sea by him, While writing Moby-Dick,
Melville vigorously read works by Shakespeare, Burton's

Anatomy of lMelancholy, Hume, Bayle, and Hawthorne, All

vwere writers who possessed Inowledge on ev:';l.26 What Melville

surmised In Moby-Dick concerning the nature of God will be

23feyman Melville, Moby-Dick, p. 139.
2}‘l"M(—zlville, Moby-Dick, pe. 139,

25T hia,
26

Braswell, ovn. clt., p. 67.

Lame
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discussed In a later chapter. For him, there was no turning
back now as he continued to quest on, evaluate, and re- :
evaluate God,

- FPor any proper questioning of tne nature of God, Twain
and lMelville realized the teach’ngs of_His son could not
be ignored. Sent to free men from z2ges of sin and to give
mnankind a fresh start, a new beginn’ng and a way of life
to guide him, Christl!s 1ife had to be studied and evaluated,

After A Connecticut Yankee, Twain found he had left a great

deal out of his "final work" and he had much more to

discover and decide upon. Pudd!nhead Wilson conta’ns the

key character in Twaln's study of a Christ-like life, Roxy,

1
<
|
1
:‘
a Negro slave womsn, 1s, by definition, an outcast in 1
Americals socliety. Aithough she knows there is no escape 1
for her, she devises a plan to save her son from the life i
of a slave, She g’ves birth to a son whose father is her
white master and exchanges this light-skinned son with ;
her master's other infant son, a product of his marrage.

The true heir‘td her master is treated 1like a Negro slaﬁe

child while the illegitimate son, Tom, is reared as the

white master's son, Roxy sacrifices for Tom, rears him as

a master and belleves her plan has succeeded, Although

Tom grows up to be a liar, a cheat, a murderer, and a man

with no moral scruples, Roxy protects him, loves h'm, and

forgives him for everything, even after hs sells her "dowm

the river" to pay h's debts. It was actually Roxy's idea
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to be sold for the money as she explains: "It's wuth six
hund!d dollshs, Tzlze en sell me, en pay off dese gamblers,
Tom is not sure he heard her rizcht and he questions her,
She explains in an important section of the book:
"Ain!'t you my chile? En does you lkmow anyth’ng dat
2 nmother won't do fur her childY Dey ain't nothin!
a wh'’te mother won't do for her chile, nho made 'enm
so? De Lord done it, =n who made de niggers? De
good Lord made 'em, In de inside, mothers is all de
seme, De good Lord he msde 'em so, I's gwyne to be
sole ‘nto slavery, en in a yesr you's gwyne to buy
yo'! ole mogny free ag'in, I'1l show you how. Dat's
de plan,"2

Tom certa’nly sells her all right. Into the heart of Arkansas

she goes and Tom nhas no intention of buying her back. But

she escapes and comes back for vengeeance., However, she cannot

hate her son and her love takes over as she itries to keep

Tom from be’ng sold hinself becauvse of the murder he commits,

She fa’ls and Tom Is sold, She fails even though her

capac’ty for love was boundless, The rezson she fa’ls is

indicated ‘n the above quoted paragraph for God d:d indeed

make "nizgers" as well as whites and this fact is unavoidable

for Twa’n, Even with as much love as a mortal could possess,

Roxy has faults and does wrong and sne fa’ls, The reason

had to lie beyond man's ills or society's evils, XRoxy's

failure is inevitable and she is powerless to do otherwise.,

Melville's Pierre is a young man who forsakes his

27saruel L. Clemens, Pudd'nhead Wilson, p. 160.
28

Clemens, Pudd'nhead Wilson, p. 160.

n 27
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estate, his fiancee, his memory of his god-like father,

apd his sister-like mother to help a2 girl named Isatel

who clains, but never is proven, to be hilg illegitimate
sister., He turns from a life of ease and comfort, of care-
free ex’stence ‘n the country, to live with, protect, and
support Isabel and Delly, a loéal girl who has just had an
illegitimate baby, in the city of New York., The title of

the book is Pilerre or, the Ambiruities and no book has ever

had a more appropriate, concise title. The reader 's
bombarded with half-truths, possible truths, and ambiguities,
The one truth Is that Pierre recleves help from no one as

he tries to support nis adopted family; as a resﬁlt, he fails
miserably, Everyone becomes his enemy when he expects
friends and the return of his fiancee, Lucy, only complicates
matters: Tyrus Hillway writes that, "Pierre, emulating the
saints, consciously stalies everything upon what he concieves
to be the Christ-like way of 1ife,"29 He sacrifices his
dignity, his honor, his very life in a belief that his
actions are correct. Eis mother disowns him, gives their
estate to his cousin Glen, and dies; Lucy collapses when he
leaves her and nearly succumbs; her mother hates Pierre,

and Pierre's cous’n Glen refuses to even recongize him., When

Lucy comes to live with Pierre, her brother, her mother,

29Tyrus Hillway, "Pierre, the Fool of Virtue", AL,
XXT (1949), p. 203. ‘
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% and Glen accuse Pierre of kidnapping her, Pierre's pub-
lisher refuses to print his book because his prose s remin-
iscent of "that atheist," Voltaire., Like Christ, Pierre
has been subjected to degrading circumstances. He has lived
in poverty protecting the outcast and helpless, He is
condermed by h's publishers although he writes the truth,
He seeks agsistance from friends and relatives and s betrayed
and despised, In an attermt to emulate Christ, rierre fails,
becomnes a_murderer, and comriits sulelde during ‘mpr!sonment,
Melville shows ‘n Pierre that virtue cannot ex’st bscsuse
good and evil cannot be def'ned due to their own ambiguity.3o
A benevolent, loving man cannot exist in a non-benevolent
world., Henry A, Murray writes:

Bierré's reaction to Isabel s . . . the suprene

rel:gious experience , « o this Is the sole instance

in which he (Melville) uneguivocably associates his

self-image with the ‘ncarnaton of Love (rather

than as the Man of Sorrows or the Crucified One).31
Pierre is discussing the entire situation with Isabel as he
dec:des to malke his decision to believe her and protect her,
He says: "Is Love a harm? Can Truth betray to pain? Sweet,

Isabel, how can hurt come in the path of God?"32 Most,

if not all of the Melville critics, believe Pierre to be

309yrus Hillway, "Pierre, the Fool of Virtue", p. 203.

31Henry A, Murry (ed,), Pierre or, the Ambiguities,

Pe. 1lix,

32Herman Melville, Pierre or, the Ambipguities, p. 178,
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autobiographical in nature. As one rcads it, one can senée
the great feeling and sensitivity in the words as Melville
relates this iron’c, terr:fying story.

There are two extensions of this part of Twa’'n's
Melville's search., Twain seemed not quite satisfied with
the charactsr of Roxy and what hsd become of her; and thus

in 1896, two years after Pudd'nhead Wilson, he finished

Joan of Arc. She is even more of a Cnrist-like figure than

Roxy.and does no wrong to anybne, never %i1lls anyone, as

she attemots to free France from English domination. Naturally,
the English see her as evil but she is nerely righting the
wrongs of the English and even Christ forced the money-

lenders out of the temple, Joan is counselled by God, is
devout ‘n her faith, has unbel’evesble morsl strength and
courase, and is finally tricked ‘nto confessing to her

"erines,"

which she later recants. After break’ng the back
of the mngl:sh armies In France w.th her over-power. ng pre-
sence on the battlefiéld, the French leaders, both lay and
clerical court for the charges of heresy and witchecraft,
Her faith in God never fails; yet she is burned at the
stake, A strange paradox for Twa’n to reconcile.

The short story "Bartleby the Scrivener" served much

-

the same purpose for Herman Melville as Joan of Arc did for

Mark Twain. Melville went slightly beyond Plerre In creating

a character called Bartleby. Bartleby apnears one day at
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the Master of Chancery's office on Wall Street. Th's office
concerns itself with the workings of the law and Bartleby
is hired as a law-copyist. However, he turns out to bes a
man who possesses no friends, no home, an aversion to work,
and a lim’ted vocabulary. When asked to do somsthing he
éays simply, "I'd prefer not" in a very m’ld, matter-of-
fact tone. Eventually, the boss of the office, the narrator
of thebstory, becomes angry and tries to fire Bartlebw.

But Bartleby refuses to leave and tﬁrns up sitting on the
steps of the boss's apartment house. He tries to convince
Bartleby to lezve but cannot budge him and Bartleby is taken
to jail, Despite constant plead’ngs on his boss's part,
Bartleby will not eat or exercise and finally dies inside
the walls. Bartleby is a man who simply wants to be left
alone and takes on the characteristics of a monk, a person
who rejects the worldiy life, If a Christ-1like figure can-
not malre it in the world, such as Pierre, then possibly
Bartleby, one who practiices monasticisn, can., Naturally,
Bartleby cannot, and lMelville has come to another dead

end, 1itera11y, as did fwain.

The first place one must look if one is trying to
find the nature of God Is logically in one's 6wn religion,
The basis Tor Chrigstianity can be found in the Bible, Twain
_and Melville studied the Bible and lmew it well, But what

they read in the Bible they d2d not like and thev used the
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Bible over and over again. They eitner directly attacked
it or used its contents as symbols for parody and satire,

Twain's Letters From the Earth beging with an attack

on the idea of a Garden of #den, an Adam and Eve, a Noah's
Ark, and a Jesus Christ, as pure fiction, Twajn wrote a -
short story entitled "BEvel!s Diary" which makes a laughing
stock of the whole book of Genesis and directly attacks God,
He also wrote an essay, "Eve Speaks" which again attacks
the God of the 014 Testament, The God of the 01ld Testament
particularly vexsd Twain because everything thet went WY ong
in the world ‘s blamed on man though he had no part in the
actual Creation. Coleman O, Parsons writes: "The fables
and mytns contradicted reason, besides play'ng up a tribal
God who was irasc’ble, vindictive, and fickle."33 Satan,
in one of hils letters to hezven, writes about ths God man
has crcated:

It is God This race's God, I mean., He sits on his
nd

throne, attended by his four and twenty elders and
some oths d-un taries perta'n ng to his court, and
looks out over miles and miles of tempestuous wor-
hippers, and sm*les, and purr-s, and nods nis sat-
isfact’on northward, eastward, sovthward; as auaint
and naive a spectacle as hag yet bsen “magined in this
universe, 1 take “t, 3k

1

.
£t

%
el
ES

In MEve'ls D* ary," Twain deplcts Eve as completely innocent

and carefree who could not knowingly do wrong. She and

O

33¢o1emen 0. Parson, "Thg Devil and Samuel Clemens,"
VQr, XX1IT (Autumn, 1947), p. S84,

! E—
34Samuel L. Clemens, Letters From the Zarth, p. 11.
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Adam lead an idyllic 1life chasing each other around the
Garden and finally getting to lknow each other, Blame can-

not bz placed on people such a2s these and Twain parodies

the whole idea of two people wandering around, knowing nothing

until one day they eat the fruil of a tree that really
should not have been there in the first place. |
Stanley T. Williams believes Meslville was so greatly
affected by the Bible that it reached deep nto his con-
sciousness and his imagination constantly transformed it,BS
Melville was indeed greatly aware of the Bible as useful
to his works. There are some .30 references to the 01d
Testamznt and 200 to the liew Testament In his works.36
Although Melville used 3Biblical allusion in Hoby-Dick, his
usage did not indicaté any dislikze for the Bible's contents,

However, in The Confidence-lian, lelville used the Sermon

on the liount and I Corinthians, 13, as masks for the con-
fidence-man, Faith, hope, and charity are used as guises
fo dupe the passengers of a steamboat plowing on the lMissis-
sippi.37 The Confidence-lian taltes eight guilses In order to

swindle the travelers on this ship who represent, as in

35Floyd Stovall (ed.), Eisht American Authors, op.
231-232,

36Nathalia wrigat, "Biblical Allusion in Melville's
Prose", AL, XII, (1940), 185.

3TE1izabetn S. Foster. (ed.), The Confidence-len,

P. 1lvi,
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Moby-Dick, the peoples of the world., One of the disguises
is a man with a big book vho proclains"trust God." Another
an herb-doctor, proclaims "trust Nature" while a third, the
cosnopolitan, advises "trust Man.," Part of the book gives
& choice for 1life styles. Man can choose between faith and
iove as in I Corinthians, or the egotistic, individualistic
system enitomiIsed by the ship's barber's sign, "No trust."3
Unfortunately, those who believe in the Christian ideals are
fooled by those who believe in "Ho trust." The confidence-
man himself may very well be the devil but, as R,W.3.

Lewis points out, it really does not métter wno he Is because
he only brings out the evil in man; he does not carry it

with him. In short, Melville doubts the benevolence of God,
doubts that charitable love is a rezlity, snd R.W.B. Lewis

in his Afterword to The Confidence~lan calls this nothing

less than "mental and moral sabotage."39 Faith, hope,
charity, the teachings of Christ mean nothing in this world
and those wno believe In these principals are bound to
be taken.

The search was now ‘n earnest. God was the target
and He would be found out. Both men's lives were tormented

by personal problems as they grew older and thvse contributed

381bid., p. 1zviii,

39R.W.B. Lewis (ed.), The Confidence-lian, p. 255.
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greatly to their pessimism as eacn one looked for answers
end did not like what they exposed, 7The auestion now
became more specific than what is the nature of God. It
became: how couwld an all-loving, all-knowing, all-merciful
God make such a world and allow it to continue? In Twain's
and Melville's view, God made a stupendous bungle., More
had to be learned, So they set out to sz2il in the dark depths

of their souls.



CHAPTER IT
THE BITTER FRUITS OF THEIR SZARCH

.ch

-ta

Organized religion, especially Christianity, wh
purports to reveal the true word of God, to be a guide tb
all people towards righteousness, to protect and to defend
the weak as well 28 the strong, and to be the path leading
to eternasl life in heaven, among other th'ngs, was logically
the initial subject for scrutiny by anyone attempting to
discover the nature of God. DMark Twain's evalustions of
organized religion were set dowm in numerous works. But the
first real concerted effort a2t such an evaluation can be found

in A Connecticut Yanltee in King Authur's Court. Charles

———

Neider, in his iIntroduction to the American Century Series

edition of A Connecticut Yanltec, cuotes a line from Twain's

Autobiography in which Twain said he wanted to compare the
"conditions of the poor" with the 1ife of the "Givil and

ecclesiastical pets" of lMedieval Englend in A Connecticut

Yankee. To Twa’n, "the Church was no more than an institution
dedicoted to fostering superstition while living off the

proceeds of oppression.ho

Twain certainly took an extremely
dim view of the Church, and he devoted tiwo chapters to the

subject of miracles, pilgrimages, snd the holiness of it all

in The Foly Fountain and, Restoration of the Fountain,

Chapters 22 and 23.

4Oy gpins, op, cit., p. 78.
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After traveling many miles, and after calmly watching

"pilgrims" are

a whipping take place, a large group of
informed that the Holy Fountain for which they have suffered
so long to visit, has unaccountably stopned flowing. For
nine days it has remained dry and no one can explain the
feason. Hankz Morgan sends a lmight to Camelot with a note
asking for "two trained assistants" and several numbered
articles to be sent to the Valley of Eoliness where‘the
Fountain lies. The holy Father, supcrior to the monks In
the abbey bwv the Fountain, is overjoyed to see Sir Boss.
However, the Father warns Hank about restor’ng the Fountain's
water,
e o o See thou do 1t with enchantments that be holy,
for the Church will not_sndure that work n her cause
done by devil's magic.tL
Hank pledges only good magic but insists that Merlin have
his fair chance at performing a miracle and making the Holy
Fountain flow amain, "Herlin has the contract," says Hank;
"no other ragician can touch it till he throws it up."

The Father vigorously protests and says:

But I will teke it from him; it is a terrible emergency

eand the act is thereby justified, 4and if it were not
so, who will give law to the Church? The Church
giveth law vo all; and whpt she wills to do, that she
nay do, nurt whom It ney.

ulSamuel L. Clemens, A Comnecticut Yankee, p. 131,

hegy.q,
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The Father seemed gquite willing to force Merlin to stop in
the name of the Church but hant refuses to work that way.
In the evening, all the monks are n good cheer, eat well,
get drunk, sing "questionable songs" and tell "questionadle
stories." Next morning, Hank visits the Fountain and finds
~nothing miraculous about it. He cites:

pictures historically commemnorative ol curative miracles

vhich had been achieved by the waters when novody was

looking. That is, nobody but angels; they are always

on deck when there is a miracle to the fore-- so as

to get put in the picture, verheps, Angels are as

fond =zs that as a fire company; look at the old

masters,
Hank goes down into the well of the Fountain and realizes
a slight repair job with brick and mortar will be &ll the
miracle this Fountain would necd, Hank is quite sure that
none of the pilgrims would have thought of going into the
well to take a look and probably "would have prayed, and
processicned, snd tolled their bells for heavenly succor till
they 2ll dried up and blew away.u3 Henk lnew how to re-
plenish the water suppnly but in order to make it a miraculous
acconplishmant, he told the Father it would take all the
occult powers he could muster, and then some. While waiting

for his assistants and the material he sent for from Camelot,

Heanlz and Sandy stroll around the abbey studying the hermits,

"The chief emulation among them secemed to be," says Hank,

u3Clemens, A Connecticut Yankee, p. 135,
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"$o see which could manage to be the uncleanest and most
prosperous with vermin. Thelr memner and attitudes were
the last expression of corplacent self-righteousness."bfbr
One of the hermits was famed throughout Christendom for he
stocd on top of a sixty foot pillar bowing in prayer "twelve
nundred and forty-four revolutions in twenty-four minutes

n-'-LS

and forty-six seconds, Hank, show’ng his lack of reverence,
decided to hook some cords to him and attach them to 2 sewing
machine so the hermit!s motions co:ld be put to good use,
Later Merlin gives uo and HanY%, with his assistents, pateh up
the leak and set up explosives and fireworlis in a rush
because, "a miracle worked for the Churcn on a weekday is
worth a good decl, it is worth six times as much if vou get
it in on a Sunday."u6 Like an advertising campalgn for a

new product, Hank-arranged for suspense, tension, pomp and
ceremony, with flares and rockets and swmoge bombs of red,
green, blue, znd purple, When the water came the people,

now numbering in the thousands, threw themselves nto the
water and glorified it, And Hank basked in the congrat-
ulations and reverence shown hinm for he knew he was "sonme

1

kind of a superior veing' for he had created a miracle,

Mitpia,, v. 133.
h51p1a,
L6

Ibid., p. lv‘lz.
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A Connectuicut Yankee, with all its satiricsl attacks

upon organized religion, was not enough for Twain. After

studying and creating the loving character of Roxy, Twain

no longer us’ng satire, comedy, and burlesaue as his major
weapons, wrote Joan of Arc (1896), Based on historical

fact, Joan of Arc heightened the sengse of tragedy in a story

that with only the meagerest facts mentioned, would malze
enyone stand aghast at the injustices done by Church and
State alike to the Maid of Orleans. Touched deeply by

the historical accouwnts of Joan, Twain forsoolz the conic
vpose and the theme of parodyv that were his trademark. The

prose in Joan of Arc is possessed with sympathy, commpassion,

bitterness, and anger, He writes:
"A child of seventeen--a girl--country-bred-untaught-
ignorant of war, the use ol arms, and the conduct of
battles. . « Tights her way throuch a hundred and
ity leasues of hostile territory, never losing heart
or hone, =nd never showing fear, and comes--she to
waom a king must be a dread and awful presence-- and
will stand u» before such 2 one and say, Be not afraid,
God has sent me to save you! Ah, vhence counld conme
a courase and convicilon so sublime as this but from
very God Himself !4 —

In relating the story of Joan of Arc Twain continually
returns to her professions of faith in God, In hearing the
voices of saints znd in besing without sin. When hezring

that she 7s to beburned at the stake, Joan cries out "On,

I evnneal to God the Great Judge, against the injustice which

L7samuel L. Clemens, Joan of Arc, I, p. 152.
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2s been done me."L"0 But no answer was given and she was
executed, Iron‘callw, a auarter of a century later, the Roman
Catholic Cnurch reviewed the entire proceedings of the trials
end her battle exploits and decided to reverse the original
ecclesiasticzl court's decision end found her innocent of
heresy and witchcraft. Twain was well =ware of the ‘njustice
done Josn of Arc end reconciliation with a God that permitted
such a calamity was ‘rwossible.

In Pierre, Melville becomes a critic of Christianity

49

as did Twain in A Connecticut Ysnkeec, The Reverend Falsgrave

is The only minister in the book snd arrives on the scene

as Pierre!'s mind 1s in a state of utter confusion and fear,

The girl Isabel may be his illigitmate sister and then again
she may not, If she is, then his opinion of his father,
mother, and the soc’ety he has been raised in will be shattered.
The Rev. Falsgrave is described as being in a “scenically
favourable bod:ly posture”" and his"3etter Anzel" is on

display os he faces lrs. Glendinning, "the generous found-

ress and the untiring patroness of the beautiful little marbdble
church, consecrated by the good Bishops."so The Rev,

Falsgrave also mows his salary is paid, Iin large part, by

48yyv:a., ». 301.
Braswell, oD Cit.,lp. 77

SOHerman Melville, Pierre, p. 136,
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Pierrets mother, The Rev., Falsgrave is described as a
perfect gentleman and the narrator mentions that Pierre'ls
mother often held the reverend "as a splendid example of the
polishing and gentleman--ising influences of christianity
upon,the mind and manners."51 Pierre, his mother, and the
Rev, Falsgrave, now referred to by lelville as mister, sit

down for breakfast and a conversation begins concerning a

girl, Delly, who has had an illigitimate child from a married

nan called Ted, Iirs, Glendinning is scornful about the
situation and condemns the child, the mother and the father,
Mr, Falsgrave more or less agrees but takes no firm stand,
though cautious 1s he in nodding apnroval after MHMrs, Glen-
dinning makes her pronouncements, Pilerre, formerly silent,
now asks waat shonld the legitimate child of Ned and his
wife feel concernihg the illigitimate child of Delly's when
they grow up? Pierre is really asking what he shou1d do,
for his situation is similzar, lis mother tells him to "ask
the world--and zsk your own heart."52 Pierre accepts this
but then ssks Mr. Ralsgrave what he thinlks. Falsgrdve's
face turns colors, he squirms in his cha’r and looks from
Pierre to lMvs. Glendinning and back. PFalsgrave begins by

explaining how clergynen are at a disadvantage because

5l1pid., p. 142,

521014,



everything they say is taken for absolute gospel, He claims
that his word is certainly not authoritative, His final
answer Is:
"It is not every question, however direct, ¥r., Glen-
dinn’ng which can be conscientiously answered with a
yes or no, Iillions of circumstances modify all
moral questions; so that thougn conscience may
possibly dictate freely in any known specizl case; yet
by one univsrsal maxim, to embrace all moral contin-
gencies,~--thils Is not only imposiible but the
attempt, to me, seems foolish,"?
Pierre zgrees and bows realizing he has been given no answer
at all, But he tries again, this t'me asking if a son should
honor hs father, as the Bible states, even tho:gh the son
knows his father is a seducer. Leaving lir, Falsgrave a way
out, however, Pferce asks that if his "former objection does

not apply here," he woild 1°ke an answcr,

"1There wou are aga'n, Mr. Glend:nn'ng.! said the
clergynan, thankful for Plerre's h'nt; ®hat is
4 2

another auestion ‘n morals absolutely incapable of
a definite answer, which shall be universally
apolicable.t"? '

Again the clergvman gives no answsr, no advice, no counsel
and Pierre leaves inmediately. Trapped by the economics of
the situation, afraid to take a stand twice because of the
ever-present jeopardy lMrs. Glendinning could bring if dis-

please, the Reverend Mr., Falsgrave den’es Pierre the assis-

tance he so desperatelr is secking. A representative of the

SBTMelville, Pierre, p. 113.

Shypsa., p. 1k,
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Christian Church becomes a bitter dissepnointment. Melville
had made a comuplete turnabout of ovinion in relation to min-

isters in Pierre, The ministers in Wnite-Jacket were

praised highly by Melville becsuse they were the only peovle
in the U, S. Wavy who treated the gailors with any decency.

YWow, . two wvears after ihlte-Jdacket, with loby-Dicl in

between, Plerre is decidedly against organized religion,

Since the christlan version of organized religion did
not offer any solutions for Twain and lMelville, they now
turned to the nystic East and the occult, The mysteries of
ancient Egyptian and liiddle mastern rites fascinated both
men, Mélville read a variety of historical narratives and
guidebooks to obtalin a sweeping knowledge of religions that
flourished before Christ was born. Twainwes greatly interested
in the vaeriety of bellefs the twentieth century now combines
under the title extra-~sensory-perception, or E,5.P. Twain's
final position on solipsism can be traced back to his interest

in mental telepathy, spiritualism, end drcams, 55 Coleman 0O,

Pars sons calls Twain's study of the occult a "nmeed to under-

stand," Twain needed to understand "why each individuvual's

earthly pavradise is lost, why life becomes sullied., This

lead Twain from his own baffling experiences to mythology,

5SEdw’*l S, Fussell, "The 3Structural Problems of The
Mysterious Stranser, Dudd“SS in Philology, XLIX (Jan. 1852)
P. T0.
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philosophy, and religion.56 In his later wears, Twa’n showed
a great interest ‘n the Society for Psychical Research and

a familiarity with William Jemes' classic Princinles of

Psycnolosy. Twain admitted that he believed in gpiritualism

but could find no reasonabhle explanation farit, The lMvsterious

t

o
=

anger is a culm’nation of Twain's philosophy . concerning

the occult and the bitterness and frustration that plasued
hin,

oo

In The Mysterious Stranger,a visitor to the slecny
2 ’ 12

town of Eseldorf, Austria, cla‘ms to be an angel called
Little Satan, & nephew of the infamous Fallen Angsl who
dared to cuestion God, What he becoies is really a miracie
working‘spirit vho denies the existence of everythling suprosed-
ly real, He practicoé mental telepathy as Illustrated
below. Little Satan and the narrator Theodor are discussing
the future of certain individuals in &seldorf., Theordor thinks
about where the evil astrologer Is now after caus’ng the
local priest, Father Peter, a great deal of trouble,
Next my mind wondered to the astrologer, and 1 wondered
‘where he mi~-ht be. "In the moon," said Satan, with a
fleeting sound which I believed was a chuckle,
Satan, dmowm to the town as Phillip Traum, (or Phillip Dream),

can tell the future, can see through anything, practices

56Coleman O, Parsons, "me Devil and Samual Clemens,"
VQR, XXIIT (Auturm, 19i7) p. 155.

57Samuel L., Clemens, The liysteriouas Strancer, pe. 699,
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teleportation to wvarious larids with Theodor and his friends,
and can possess the body of another human heing at will,

And he is definitely not the Christian ideal of an angel,
Besgides his total dislike for mank nd, there is something
sinister In gsome of his activities which rnsnmble rites
of the Black Arts, Satan decides to help the girl Margret
vhose uncle is locked in jail, His directions to her con-
cerning forbidden visits iInterest Theodor,
He said he would give the guards a little present,
and she must alnw,s go n the evening after dark and
say noth’ng "obut just show this paper and pass In,

and show It again when you come out"--and he scribgéed
sone gueer narks on the paper and gave it to her,.

Jonn S, Tuckey hints that Little Satan, or Phillip Traum,
was founded on what Twain believed to be his other self or
dream self, Tuckey believes the creative power of the artistts
unconscious mind is embhodied n Satan and his actions through-
out the story. These are depths not fully investigated vyet,
but certainly Twain's long thought out concent of 1life as a

dream culminsted in The Mysteriocus Stranger, Satan tells

Theodor that all is a dream: man, life, the universe, And
Theodor believes it 211 to be trus, Satan becomes the
ultinate of magiclans, the supreme reprecscntation of the
spirit world as he !mows all, gees all, hears all, and docs

all, The only real escape for man from this horrifying

58Clefuens, The Mysterious Stranzer, p, 666.
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existence is death or Insanity. Saten arranges for one
of Theodor's friends, Nickolaus, to die because Satan knew
his later 1life would be one of miserv. Wnen Father Peter is
finally released from jail, Satan makes h'm insane so that
such a good man would not be tortured by the horrors of life.
"The only solace lies in escape from life into cosnic

n59

innocence, Twain's system of thought concerning the real-
ity of life is generally psychological, because it explains
nan's nature according to the faculties of his mind.60 lMore
detail on man's lot,as seen by Twain, will be given later,
For now, the thoughts »rovoked by the study of organized
religion and then the mysteries of spiritualism and the like
brought Twain to a number of ditter and black conclusions,

and they were vresented In several works, one being The

Mysterious Stranger, which will be discussed further,

Herman Melville's use of symbols in Moby-~Dick was

discussed earlier but here this fact i1s significant becauvse

of his great interest in the occult, One of the bocks lelville

read during the writing of his epic was Plutarch's lorals

which conta’ned the section entitled "Isis and Osiris”,

n

the Egyptain gods.61 Dorothee rinkelstein, in her book

Melville's Orienda, lists the major works concerning occult

5% ohn S. Tuckey, Mark Twain snd Little Ssten, p. 126,

01p14., p. 129.
61

Franklin, op. cit., p. 72
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sciences and Oriental religions that Melville read. She
2lso mentiong several of Melville's literary characters from
not only lMoby-Dick but other books as well, and traces then
bsck to mythical characters or extinet religious rites and
cults of the Orient and lMiddle Zast. Symbols of Zoroastrianism
surround Fedallah, described as a fire-worshipper, the leader

of Ahsb's "dark phantoms"

who becorie his personal boat crew,
Melville writes that "Wnence he / Fedallah 7 came in a
manncrly world like this, by what sort ol unaccountable tie

he soon evinced himself to be linked with Ahab's peculiar
nb2

fortunes, . . , Heaven knowvs. The reader is tolda that
those who live in the "civilized, tomeperate -one" see the
likes of Fedallsah only in vague dreams., However, his type
are a bit more cormon In "unchanging Asiatic communities,
especially the Oriental isles. . . which even ‘n these modern
days still preserve much of the'ghostlv aborginalness of

n63

earth'!s primal generations,

The Quarter-Deck, Chapter 36, includes the first time

Ahab confronts the crew with his mission to seek and kill
Moby-DZck, In thig chspter, Ahab goes through a ritual very
reminiscent of a2 3lack Mass for witches., He captivates

the crew and they listen silenﬁly as Ahab exhorts them to

have courage and do his bidding not because they are forced

621161viile, Mobr-Dick, p. 189,

63124,
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by him but because they will it themselves. The three harp-
ooners brealr the sockets of their lances at Ahab'!s command
and he pours a nysterious brew into their brolen sockets.,

"Now, three to threz, yet stand. Commend the mur-
derous chalicesl Bestow them, ye whoéﬁre now made

Y

parties to this indissoluble league."
They drink and swear to 4ill MHoby-Dick and the crew passes
the pewter round end they become excited as each walits his
H] . = : 2 3 |I65
turn. All are now 'parties to this indissoluble league.

In The Try-Works, Chapter 96, Melville projects a

scene stral ht from the black recgions of hell as Ishmael
stands at the helm of the FPequod while the crew, in the
dead of night, melts down whale blubber.. The hatches are
removed and, from the bowls of the ship issue the consuming
fires that light the shipl's rigging and the darkness of the
nmidnignt hour. Ishmael is trensfixed by the terrifying
scene he relates:

Here / the windlass_/ lounged the watch, when not
otherwise employed, looring into the red heat of the
fire, till their eyes felt scorched 'n their heads,
Their tawny features, now all begrimed with smoke and
sweat, their matted bezrds, and the contrasting bar-
baric brilliancy of their teeth, All these twere
strangely revcaled In the capricions emblazonings of
the works. As they nerrated to each other their un-
holy adventures, their tales of terror told in words
of mirth; as thelr uncivilized laughter Iorked upwards
out of them, like the flames from the furnaece; as to
and fro, iIn their front, the harpooneers wildly

6lyle1viile, Moby-Dick, p. 1hl.

e ‘
6)Ibia.
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gesticulated with their huge pronged forks and divpers;
as the wrind howled on, and the sea lesped, and the
ship groaned and dived, and yet steadfastly shot her
red hell further and further into the bl=ckness of
the sea and the nignht, and scornfully champed ths
white bone in her mouth, and visciously soat round
her on all sides; then the rushing Peauod, fresighted
with savages, and laden with fire, and burning a corpse,
and plunging into that blackness of darkness, seemed
the mggerial counterpart of her monomanice cormander's
soul,

This scene is the turning-point for Ishmzcl vho realizes
what the Pequod's mission is really about. He, like the
rest of the crew, was part of Ahabls quest and 4:d not
react any differently than the others to any occurrence on
board. But now, this evil vision brings the light of full
knowledge and he finds himselfl completely turned around,
looking back at the wake of the ship while the tiller is

left guideless., Ishmzel sees that the Pequod Is not bound

for any port, but escaping from all ports towards destruction.

Coupled with their study of the occult, trere came
evaluations of God snd men's relationshinp to him that could
not be denied by Twain and Melville, Their tortured souls,
their visions of bitterness and horror were too rwuch for either
man to cast off or recohcile. Their minds turned rebellious
end spewed forth often uncamouflaged attacks on God., For
them, the conclusionsg concerning ﬁhe nature of God wsre
obvious and two-fold. The first conclusion was that God had

A-
interest

=

no real n men, although at times Twain's and

66yie1ville, Moby-Dick, p. 327.
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Melvillel's convictions on this subject were not guite suff-
icient., The second conclusion was that God held the ultimate
responsibility for this depraved world and was to blame for
all that occurred.

Twain wrote that God was not intgrested in man's wel-
fare or well-being and he cited 1ife's pitfalls, What
humanity considered pity and moraliﬁy could not bYe lmowm
to God.67 For Twain, the universe ﬁas essentially evil

because ultimately it was controlled by what he regorded
68

L}

to be an "indifferent, if not actually malignat, spirit."

Reach'ng great denths of despair, Twain saw things as they
are and imagined them as they could bs and felt someone,
something was to blame., As Gladys Bellamy so s&apthy describes,

"Mark Twain's Is a m'nd ‘n rebellion, a mind that flinches

from what it sees and cannot accept it."

Letters From the Earth concerns the creation of the
universz and Twain's version bears\no likeness to the Biblels
Genesis, The Divine Cne simply thinks about creating some-
thing 2nd it aprears. After creating men and the earth,
Satan asks God what it all micht mean, God answers:

Mizn 3s an expsriment, the other animals are another
experiment, Time wlll show wnether they were worth

67wagenknecht, oo, c¢it., p. 190.

Jiggins, op. cit., ». 94,
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the trouble,"d

Satan trsvels to eérth, observes man end reports back to
Michael and Gabriel throﬁgh letters., Tiﬁe after t e he
satirizes the stupidity, gullibility, and depravity of
man and one comes to realize God is completely uninterested
in man., He is an experinent that will be left alone and notb
helped or hindered arter the initial Moral Zualities are
instilled in him., The God of the 0ld Testament is shown

to be a savage, evil spirit as Satan relates the destruction
of the Mldianites carried out by the Israelites, Later,
Satan writes of the worship that man persists in practicing

towards this God:

You would not suppose that this kind of Being gets
many compliments, Undeceive yourselfl; the world
calls him the All-Just, the 4ll-Righteous, the All-
Good, the All-iierciful, the All-Forgiving, the All-
Truthful, the All-Loving, the Source of All llorality.
These sarcasns are uttered daily but not as conscicus
sarcasns, lo, they are meant seriously: they are
uttered without a smile,

The real God, the true Divine Cne, hinis Satan repesztedly,
could care lesgss for man or mything else He has created,

In The lWysterious Stranser, Twain goes one step

further and lays the blame squarely on God's mighty shoulders.

Little Satan is indeed a nephew of the original and as he

makes his final apvearance to Theodor his supposedly angelic

69

Sermuel L, Clemens, Letters From the Earth, p. 6.

1414, p. 20.
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position changes. The first act of infancy determines a
mants whole life, according to Little Saten, and this is an
overt attack on God because He creates all.71 Satan tells
Theodor that to believe in this God of man's "frankly and
hysterically Znssne,"
a God who could meke good children as well as bad,
yet preferred to make bad ones; who co:ld have made
every one of them hapoy, yebt never made a single

happy one;. . . who mouths justice and invented hell-
mouths mercy and invented hell;. . . wWho mouths morals

to other peonle and has nons himself; who frowns upon
crines and commlts them all; who created man without
invitation, tnen trics to shuffle resconsibility for
man's acts uvon man, instead of honcrably placing it

Rl

wnere 1t belongs, upon himself; and finglly, with

altogether divine obtuseness, invitis this poor,

abused slave to worship him! . N
In his moment of dissolution, Little Satan launches his
ettack, His sveech indicates the eternal presence of "the
rebellious impulse against God."73 God rapidly became more
than disinterested in man but became the instigator of man's
burdens, and tro-bles, and evils,

As 1t was cited earlier, many critics, if not all,
interpret Moby-Diclt as being some sort of God or agent of
God, The white whale 1s mysterious, powerful, huge in size,

and is legendary among the men of the whaling industry.

"lrames Melville Cox, Mark Twain, The Fate of Humor,

De 281,

. 7201emens, The lMvsterious Streanmer, p. T3,

7300x, op. cit., p. 281,
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Some sailors claim he saved the life of a.manvonce and believe
the whale to be esSentially good., Others, like Ahgh, sce

him as a nalignant spirit, S5till, others, like Flask, see
him as s'mply a bigger than average whale that haprens to be
white, But if the whale is God, the great Judaeo-Christian
God, with Anab, backed by the grest pagan religions of the
world, hunting him, then thls God is totally disinterested

in the affairs of men. MNoby-Dick swims the seas of the world,
sometines sighted in two places at the same time, and Is
oblivious to all around him unless provoked by a violent
attack, HMoby-Dick is capablé of wrealting great destruction
upon those who try to attack him but otherwise remains

oblvious to his surroundings. This I'sct seems to irk Ahab

ct

the nost for he detests that grsat power, lording over all
the seas and impervious to the individual man who must be
subservient to him, Ahab will not surrender, neither dicd

the home owmer in "The Lightening-Rod Man," when subserviencé
wo:ld be a way to apoease the great power. In order to find
the truth, Ahab, the individual man, must hunt God down, must
seek Him out and find Him because of the very fact that He

is disinterested. BubAnsb, of courss, goss beyond the point
of seeking true knouwledge and wants to destrov the God that
méde tnis world and has allowed it to travel its irmoral,
depraved path. Aithough there was a presence of evil in
Ahab, his arsument was sheer logic tovM¢1ville. If God has

L)

infin’‘te powsr, evil could not exist unless God willed it
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and creating man to suffer and die was o lelville, an ex-
tremely ocuestionable act of a benevolent Diety.Yh Because
Melville could not account for evil, he concluded thot the
"Christian conception of a wholly benevolent Diety was wrong,
and he arrived at the polnt where he could give full artistic
expression to his heretical views. . . M75 lelville found
a good deal of solace in the story of Job for he too blamed

God for 2ll the evils in the world.76

But his solace was not
enough becsuse he was still puzzled and still struggling and
now ready, &s Will‘am Braswell states, to express his views,

"without a pang of consclence.,"

In,all of the Christian religions, evil is embodied
in a being called Satan, the opposite of God., Satan tempted
Adam and Eve and caused man's dowmfall. Milton c¢haracterized
Satan as being a rebel that God punished by making him ruler
of the spirit world of the damned, hell, But since neither
Twain nor IHelville could agcept the doctrines of Christianity,
they speculated on Sgtan as not necessarily evil incarnate,
esweciglly since God was all-powerful, ancd therefore must
have willed Safan to instigate the O»iginal Sin. They

experimented with Satan as a literary character and never

7uBraswell, oo. cit., p. 68,

[
15Ibid., p. 73.

$)

76Lawrence R. Thowpson, lMelville's Quarrel With God,

p. 17,
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defined that charzcter as evil or good.
Twain uses Satan as a literary character in at least

three prominent works, kach is more refined than the other

and becomes norc ambigious in his true mesning. Letters

grom the Zarth has Satan as a rebel but he is never condenned

for any great length of time by God., Satan is simply sent
away by himsellf to do what he wants, but alone and not in
Heaven., This banishment allows Satan the opvortunity to
visit earth wherse he sarcastically derides and scoffs at
mankind ard its actioas. He points out the stupidity,
ignorance, grotssauencess, and depravity of man n his

letters to Heaven. Actually, Satan never changes in this

role of enlightener to evil rathsr than bringer of evil,

—

In a sense, Satan is a literary tool used by Twain to regularly

criticize man./T The great tragsdy in Twain's use of Satan
s a o asan . 78
is Satan's apvarent indifTerence towards mankind. In The

Mysterions 3tranger, Little Satzn shows no emotional feelings

and particularly despises the human race, He tries to teach

Theodor how to view life as he does, detached and unconcerned.79

Again,howevar, Satan becomes a rebel, as illustrated earlier,

and conderns God as he disappears. "The Man that Corrupted

77Gladys Bellanmy, Marlt Twsin as a Literarv Artist, p. 329.

T81p:a., p. 352,

Py

79Tuckey, on. cit., p. 126.
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Hadleyburg" was written shortly after The Mysterious Stranger

and, basically, uses a Satanic figure similar to that of
Little Satan, He is a stranger who was treated poorly by
citizens of a renowned toun called Hadleyburg, The citlizens
of Hadleyburg prided themselves in their honesty, integrity,
and incorruptability which even jealous neighboring towms were
willing to admit was true. This stranger did not forget his
111 treatment and arranged to dupe the citizens of Hadleyburg
by playing on that inevitable human foible, greed, The

trap, a sack supvosedly cornta’ning a fortune in gold, is
delivered bv the stranger to the house of the cashier of the
local banlk, A note states that he was a bankrupt gambler

who was given money to sustain him by an unlmowmecitizen of
Hedleyburg, With this small amount of money he returned to

he wants to share

4

gambling and won a great deal of gold,
the spoils of his now bygone gambling cays with the generous
citizen, Xis note proooses thaot finding the right man will
be simplified il the locsl newspaper prints‘his story and

suggests that those who believe they are the rizht man,

)

print what he sald to the stranger wnen thev men, on a piece
of paper, sesl it in an envelope and congregate n the

town ‘hall, There, all the envelopes will be opened, then

the sack will be ovened and the stranger's envelove's contents,

purportedly having the correct ssy'ng inside, will be compared
vith the others until one is found that matches, The one

that wrote the matching statement will receive the gold,
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The stranger!s plan i1s perfect for he knows man has no will
of his own, no way‘to protect himself from his greed.ao To
a man, 2ll of the town's leading citizené fall Into the trap;
no one escapes as each claims he is the rightful owner of the
sack and they bid to see who gets the sack's contents. They
call one another cheats and liars and the comnzon folk see it
all as a grotesque joke, The men and wife who first had
possession of the sac': hold themselves responsible and they
die of broken hearts, grief stricken over the awiful truth.
The stranger has his revenge and he shows man for what he
really is, once stripped of all pretensions and superfielal
honesty., Twa’n secemed to favor the character of Satan as
someone to be pitied and accepted as part of the same horrible
nightmare of 1ife., In "zZve Speaks," Zve considers God unjust
for punighing herself, Adam, and Saten. Adam and zve were

81

victim of impulses and com ulsions beyond his control,

When a discussion of Satan as a literary character

occurs, Meslvillets The Confdence-llan riust bs Included,

However, one cannot be sure that the confldence-man is Satan
in the diabolical sense, because of one of MMelville's favorite

rloys, smbiguity. In Pierre, Melville's certainly reached

arsong, on. cit., v. 159,
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supreme helgnts of ambiguity but The Confidenco-Man has its

share, Yet the reader does know, and critics agrece, that the

confidence-man is more than a nortsl because he talres numerous,

deception and begullement. As was the practice of Twain,
Melville presented Satan-like characters as the revealer of
darkness, not the bringer., Such is the character of the
confidence-msn, And whether this is the act of a devil or
angel, like Little Saten, really does not matter in the end.

R:W.B3, Lewis reminds the reader that The Confidence-Man isg

indeed the "awe-inspiring ancestor of several subsequent

works of fiction in America: Mark Twain's "The Man that

Corrupted Hadleyburg" and The Mysterious Stran—er, for
82

examnple; His flirst appearance immediately tells the reader

he is no ordinary men:

At sunrise on 2 first of April, there appeared,
sudcdenly as lianco Capac at the lake Titicacs, a man
in cream-colors, &t the water-side In the c¢ity of St.
Louis., . . He wag In the extremest sense of the
word, a straager. 3

This stranger carries a slate board on which he prints the
slogans of charity. "Charity thinketh no evil," "Charity
n

sufferetn long and is kind, « « « o _.He 1is regarded as a

nuisance and an idiot by the large crowd waiting to board

82R,u.B. Lewis (ed.), The Confidence-Man, p. 276.

83Herman Melville, The Confidence-lan, p. 9.
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the steambozat Fidele for a trip down thé Mississippil to lew
Orleans so he stops writing his signs and goes to slecp.

The succseding disguises of the confidence-man lend themselves
to characterizations of people in need of charity, Repeatedly,
in his masquerades, he dupes people from various walks of

life by preaching charitr, love thy neﬂa‘Ho , and brotherhood,
the teachinss of Christ, ‘hether he obtalins money from them
or makes them 11 lars, the travelers fall into his traeps. The
confidence-man s clever, subtle, and always ready with an
ansvwer to any argument he may encounter, Some of The peonle
he dupes are fools and some are really lesser confidence-

nen, of a sort, like rmerch=nt men or bankers., Melville, in
this perfod of his l’fe; felt that the world was put together
wrong and-thaﬁ God was to blame, Only the self-prolfiting
authoritarians claimed otnerwise, to better victimize the

stupid.su So lelville made sure to show up the auvthortarians

for the knaves they wsre. liot a one of the passsngers on
the Fidcle helieves in man's moral progress, especially not
the confidence-nman, and he merely brings this laclz of faith
out of them after often makin ng them swear they have faith.BS

As R.W.3. Lewils points out, the confidence-man may be a type

of dewil 1like Milton's rather than essentially the diabolical

8“ Thompson,

85
a‘.ze‘" S’ 9;(2.. Cit., D. 262.

et -

clit., pe. 332.

on. C2t
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spirit incarnate as in Catholicism, The aquestion remains,

then, is revealing evil moral or Iirmoral? Is using the

words of Christ to dupe the stunid human race diabolical?



CHAPTER I1I
MAN'S LOT
Now, after studying the Bible, Christ =nd his teachings,

various religions of the world--the s»iritual, mystical, and
occult--lark Twain and Herman llelville came to the point
whare thev could and did place man in this maelstrom of
acgu’red ¥mnowledze and analyze hils prosition among the world
of animals and the realm of the divine., 3Soth found man's
relationshiy to God a unicque and bitter one. Man's hove,
faith, and beliefs, the actions of mankind, the position
man held Iin relationship to God now become a part of Twain's
and Melville's philosophies on a major scale end was now a
subject for the’r literary talents.

Though Twalin wa

m

s often less sophisticated and less
subtle in his treatmsnt of mankind than Melville, both
expressed several similar opinions conccrning man, First,

Py

both authors viewed man as essentially an animal motivated

bz the illuminstion of Twain's "least attractive side,"
"What Is Man?" is nevertheless the wort Twain called his

o
"OO  Thig essay is filled with bitterness and des-

"eospel,
palir, so much so that Twain actuzslly feared its publication.87

The reader Tinds a young man and an old man discussing the

~—

Y/
8OChar-les Neider (ed.), The Corplete Essavs of Mark
Twain, p. xxiii,

87Cox, on. cit., p. 289,
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topic of mankind in.general. Naturally, the young man is
en optimist and truly believes in the ul ate goocdness and
divinity of man. The old man, seemiﬁgly'wise, and often
cqndescending towards the youth, takes the pessimists! view-
point and through this persoﬁa, Twain illustrates repeatedly

88

that man is a coward, a petty being, and essentially evil,
At one point, the two extremes argue the point of man's
"s¢lf-sacrifice™ for his fellow man. The youth defines sell-
sacrificevas, The doing good to another rerson wiere no
shadow nor suggestion of benefit to onel's ss&lf can result
from 1t."89 The youth insists that there are many instances
of self-gacrifice in man's glorious history. The o0ld man
tells him that each individual man thirks  first for himself,
then others. IHe claims there is a law that is the source

of all of man's Impulses. The law as stated is: "¥rom his
cradle to his grave a man never does a single thing which
has any FIR3IT AID FORIRIOST object but one--to secure peace

of mind, spiritual comfort, for HIMSELF, n90  fhe young man
clains he can easily refute that opinion and cites patriot-

ism &s an example of self-sacrifice:

"A man who loves peace and dreads pain, leaves his

88DeVot, oo, cit., p. 1Lh7.

89%naries weider (ed.), The Complete Essavs of Mark
Twain, p. 22,

901pid., p. 3Lk,
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pleasant home and his weeping family and mnarches out
to manfully expose himself to hunger, cold, wounds,
and death. Is that seeking spiritual comfort? 1

The o0ld man believes it is & way of M"seeking spiritual

confort" because "there is something that he loves more than

he loves pesce--the approval of his neighbors and the public,

Because of "aporoval,"

the 0ld man cla’ms a man will do eny-
thing, anything to attain it. Man's selfish desire for
approval will force nim to comit any act, no matier how
unspeakable or no matter how rmuch that act apnrears to go
against his very nature,

As has been already méntioned, "The lan that Corrupted
Hadleyburg" “nvolves tne selfish desire for wealth, or greed
and this desire reveals the corrurtibility of a suonosedly

incorruptibvle tovm. In Joan of Arc, Twain painstaltingly

illustrates the sacriflces of the lMaid that only serve to
enhance the prestipge of the French nobles who forszke her
and exemnlify conmplete Ingratitude towards thelr gsvior.

In Letters From the Earth, Satan writes aboutl man's creation

of a false god merely to satisfy man's desire to be praised,
and. coveted, and to enhance waat man likes to believe is his
utter dominance over the other animals, And in "Letter

From the Recording Angel", Twain envisions a letter sent

9Neider, op. cit., p. 3hi.

21pi4a.
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from heaven to one Andrew Langdon, a coal dcaler, a mineral

Melville links with helle n The Confidence-lan, that praises
Mr. Langdon for his "act of benevolence znd self-sacrifice," 2
This "act" was the culminatlon of several vrevious gifts
given to relatives in need by Mr, Lanzdon., At one tine he
was worth almost & quarter of a nillion dollars and sent two
to an impoverished, widowed cous’n., He sent four dollars to
another poor girl a few years later, and six more a little
later. But the really stupendous act which soaked =21l the
hankies in heszven c:ame when:
e « othe widow vrote end said she could get a school
in a far village %o teoach if she had $50 to get ner-
self and her two surviving chlldren ovsr the long
journey; and yor counted up last month clsar Urof -t
from your three coal mines--$22,230--and added to it
the certain profit for the curient nonth--315,00 and

a posovhle fiftv. « . and mailed her fifteen whole
dollsrsiol

Writes Twain: "all heaven booaed and was glad you were

going there. And so was hell."?5 Because of Langdon's

4.

venefosi ty the Recording Angel inforred hinm that certain
of his pravers will be znswered., They are:

1, For weather to advence hard coal 15 cents a ton.
G'rantho

2, ror influx of laborers to reduce weges 10 per cent.
Granted, :

93Neider, on. cit., v. 635,

Urpia., . 689,

T s o A
Piieider, ov. cit., p. 639.
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3. For a break in rival soft-coal prices. Granted,
L. PFor a visitation upon the man, or upon the family
of the man, whc hzas set up a competing retail
coal-yard in Rochester, Granted, as follows:

diptheria,2, 1 fatal; scarlef fever, 1, to rssult
in deafness and imbecility.’°
The selfish Andrew Langdon is even given recognition in
heaven, Such was Twain's view of man as an egotisticzal,
savage, brutal, unthinking thief who always took care of

number one first.

Twain often uses the comic, the satiric, the humourous,
and in a sense, Melville uses hwnor, but definitely blacker

than night, in The Confidence-lan. Melville was at his

blackest and probably bitterest when he described mankind as
divided up into knaves and focls. But the differentiatioq
between these two categories was ambliguiouvs, Like a hazyr
middle ground of separation, the ind‘vidual men will move

back and forth and often become one and the ssme., The

confidence-man convinces one man to buy stocli in a non-existent

coal company and then convinces another to Invest In a town

1

called New Jerusalem, Then each is told that their holdings
are worthless and to seek the other's stock. So both men

con one another into buying thelr worthless stock at a
profit end they have been duped agalin, in their attempts

to outwit one zanother and sell worthless stock to a supposedly

61pid., p. 685.
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unsuspecting buyer, they become knaves and fools., William

Braswell believes The Confidence-lizn is Melville's, "most

O LV

cynical view of man. He deliberately uncovers the meanness
and stupidity of man. 97 It is interesting to note that
Melville was femiliar with Hobbes! theory that =211 human
acfions are motivated by selfish impulses.98 Helville

had also read Thucydides! and Tzcitas! accounts of man's

wickedness and made reference to these ancients Iin The

Confidence-lan, Melville portrays man as eithsr coatemptihle,

or ridiculous, or both.

In Pierre, Melville shows Hev, Falsgrave to be a cars-
ful man with words when near hlisg benefactress, Hr»s. Glendin-
ning., She, in turn, wents her son Plerre to marry his genteel
fiancee Lucy beccouse Lucy is of the'right breed and station

in society and because Lucy is easy to maninulate. V‘hen

pry

Fierrel's cous’n Glen is‘willed the Glend'nmning fortune and
estate, he will not even admit to recognizing Plerre when
first meeting h'rn in New York. Isabel, who clains to be
Plerre's sister, clings to him becauss of selfish motives
and becomes Jjezlous when Lucy is taken into the covy of
outcasts. Trierre, Iin attempting to be unselfish cannot

survive in a world of self-worshippers.

———

YMBraswell, on, ¢it., p. 115,

OR—, .
70Tbid.
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"If man Is indeed a selfish, convincing, -greedr, be-
traying, hypoeritical beast, the reason must be illuminated,
Both Twain and Melville pinpo'nted thal reason as man's
"gift" called a conscience. It supvosedly separates man from
the lower animals and Twain and lelville agreed, only the
word "lower" had to be omitted. Conscience, or the Moral
Sense, was a gift for the damned and dictzated man's future
actions at all times, To be sble to distinguish risht from
wrong was & curse because man always woiild choose to do
wrong. Inevitsbly, man would choose what 1s best for him
first, In "The Facts Concerhing the Recent Carnival of

Crime in Connect’cut," Twain has a.full scale, fizght to

the finish, battle with conscience. In it the reader dis-
covers a man meeting nis consciznce in the form of a rather
ugly dwarf. This crezature tells the man all about various
consclences and how each man is a sleve to :is owm. If a
man is haposy, his conscience will make him unhapov. The
conscience controls all and whether a man Is as pious 2s a
saint or as evil as Satan, the conscience will make that rman
rniserable. Onlw¥ one possible escape can be taken. The man
can k7ll his conscience but only if ne is heavy-hearted and
full of romorse., The man tries to kiil his consclence but
because he is so "cheerfully anx’ous" to kill his conscience,
he cznnot catch un with it; His conscience s pleased that

he is visible to the man becsuse:
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"Now I can look you straight in the eyss, and call
you names, and leer at you, jJeer at you, sheer at you;
and you know what eloguence there is in visible ex-
pression, rore especially when the effect I3 heightened
by audible speech., I shall always address you hence-
forth_in you o-w-n- s-n-l-v-e-l-I-n-g- d-r-a-w-1l--
baby199
Despairing, the man desperately tries to guestion his conscience
to see if there is some way to stop the constant remorse,
sorrow, guilt, and pain that a consclence brings. The con-
science lsughs and leaves no hope until the nant's old eaunt
enters the house and rebukes the man for breaking his promise
to give money to the alms-house, She scolds him for smoking
tabacco and bYegs him to stop the filthy habit. The man becomes
heavy-hearted and sorrowful and his conscience begins to reel
and tumbles to the floor from the weight of the man's remorse,
The man sees his chance, throttles his conscicnce, tears it
to pieces and burns the rema'ns in his fire-place., Xe
exclaims: "I, . . drew nto my nostrils the grateful incenss
of my burnt-offering. At last, and forever, my Conscience
was deadl"™O00 low that he is free, he zoes on a muderous
ranpage:
I killed thirty-eight persons during the first two
weclis~--all of them on account of ancient grudges., I
burned a dwell:ng that interrupted my view, I swindled
g widow and some orphans out of their last cow. + . o
I have also comm’tted scorcs of crimes, of var’ious

kinds, and have enjoyed my work exceedingly, wheress
it would formerly have broken my heart and turned my

99samuel L, Clemens, Tom Sawver Abroad, and Other Stories,

p. 315.
1001p3d., p. 32i.

———




61
hair gray, I have no doubt, 101

Hank Morgan, in A Connccticut Yenkee in King Arthur's Court,

attacks the conscience in a reverle concerning his own
consclience., He is pained by it after seseing a dungeon filled
with instruments of torture. He states:

IT I had the remaking of man, he wouldn't have any
conscience, It is one of the most disagreeable things
connected with a person; and although it certainly
does a great deal of good, t cannot be said to pav

in the long run; 1t would be much bettsr to have less
good and more comfort, « « « I have noticed mv con-
sclence for many years, and I know it is more trouble
and bother to me than enything else I started with,102

Twain's most bitter attack against man's consc’ence, or what

he termed the lloral Sense, can be found In The Mvsterious

Stranger, In this work, Twainpresents man as essentially
a slave, a victim of the loral Sensc,103  Arter watching
executioners ‘n a Jail drive s»nlinters under a suspected
heretic's finger nalls to obtain a confess’on, Theodor, the
narravor of the story, Is revolked and claims the act was
brutal, Little Satan rebulzes Theodor for mply'ng that brutcs
would do such 2 ting, Little Satan says:
"Mio bruts ever does a cruel thing--that is the mon-
opoly of those with the lMoral Senss, When a brute
inflicts pain he does it innocently;. . . for him

there is no such thing as wrong. And he does not
infliet pain for the pleasure of Inflicting it--

10l1pid,, p. 325.

1O2Clemens, A Connecticub Yanlkes, pp. 102-103.

103Cox, op. cit., p. 277.
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only man does that., Inspired by that mongrel loral
Sense of his! A sense whose fuction iz to distinguish
right from wrong, with liberty to choose which of them
he will do » + « « He is always choosing, end in

nine cases out of ten he prefers the wrong."loh

The possibility given to every men of lmowing right
from wron:;, of having a cholce, is a subject studied by MHelville

in The Confidence-ilan, As was the case with Ywain, Melville

found this great dividing line between rnian and the animals
to be 2 dammed gift., In each of his gulisss, the confidence-
man tries to dupe those he msets through protestations of
hope, faith, and charity. The fools claim time after tine
that they do have faith, they do have horne, they do believe

in charity and are willing to hsve confidence, Thus they

indicate the lknowledse of what is right and wrong., But each

6]

tiite they prove to be hypocrites as they are gulled into
selling thelr very souls to the confidence-man., Even with
the admissionthat ther imow right from wrong, they choose

wronZ every time, Their selfishness and greed demesnds that

the Moral Sense become a curse., During the time that Melville

wrote this riost pessimistic work, narry Lovin believes lel-
ville was a man of revenge who, "cast a vote of non-con-

" forces that made the loral

fidence in those material forces,
Sense evil that "seemed the agents of a favoring destiny."loS

Althougn Melville does not speculate on mants life style if

lou01emens, The Mysterious Strancer, pp. 5$69-670.
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the Moral Sense were absent, It would appear that he certainly

saw Nno choice in the matter at =211,

With seemingly no pangs of consclence of their own,
Twain and tlelville pronounced the human race damned, Twain
felt 211 mankind should be hanged. In Moby-Dick, lielville
. . . 1" 3 1 n 106
sald mankind is "a nob of unnecessary duplicates,

In Israel Potter, he said, "Han attains not to the nobility

of a brick unless talkten in the agiregate,"107 wnich has the
ring of some of Twa’n's bitter hunor. By now it seems that
both authors felt that not only was mankind damned, but that
it would undoubtedly sfay that war for a good long t'me to
corie, Man was darmed beyond hove of redemption and the tone
of Twain's "iWhat Is Man?" apéears not only reconciled to this
fact but rather amusedly so,

Twain comes to several conclusions which add up to a
darmned state for man. Mzn is o machine, selfish, Ignorant,
depraved, The most damnable however is mankind's complete
unawareness of the situation, The 01d Man explains n the
end of Twain's essay:

"Am I stating facts? You lnow I am. Is the human

race cneerful? You lknow i1t iIs. Considering wvhat it
can stand and be hap»y, you do me too nrmuch honor

106Braswell, op. cit., p. 115,

1071p14,
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when you think that I can place before it a system

of plein cold facts that can tate the cheerifulness
out of it, NotThing can do that. ZEverything has been
tried, W thout success, I beg you not to be
troubled, 108 '

Bligsfully unaware travels nmen dowm the hellish path and
nothing can be done. Hant Morgan tried, tnrough Yankee
brains znd ingenuity, to eradicate the feudel system and make
men equal, In the end, he became a violent proponent of
what is really fascism., He falled miserably. Hadleyburg

was sup=-osedly a town of Incorruptible individusals that

became as corrupt as anv on earth. In Letters From fthe

Earth, Satan describes the utter stup’dity and conceit of
man as a clear sign of the fallure of God's "experiment", if
eventual goodness was the expected results. In Twain's
mind, Joan of Arc was as saintly as =a person could possibly
be, so maﬁ burned her at the stake, Huck's grezt burning
ambition is to escape f:om "sivilization." Certainly,

again and again, Twain could not get over the utter sense-
lessness of man's depravity and the only pronouncement he
could make was "be damned." He believed environment dec?des

all and that there are no original ideas.lo9

With this In
mind, he contemplated the thought that man mizht be trained

properly, like an animal and somehow escave nis dilemma, A4is

108y6ider, op. cit., p. 399.

109g1danza, op. cit., p. 18.
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nentioned above, Hank lorgan made his attemot, end falled,
Twéin persisted in the idea in "What Is Man?" that training
could help, hut this merely was another Indication that
man was damned,
| In Melville's "ihe Paradise of Bachelors and The
Tartarus of Maids" one finds two stories combined into one
that on the surface, may seer1 to have nothing in common,
However, the theme that links the two together concerns the
apparent horelessness of mankind in reversing its damnation,
In this combination of stories the reader Tinds human vealues
substituted by technology.llo Humen action is lost, replaced
by machines created orginally to assist man but which now
dom’nate nhim, The narrator of "Paradise" describes his trip
to the haven of the once renowned Knights-Templars, now filled
with old, confirmed bachelors, as an idyllic one, Far re-
moved from the noises and activity of London, the Temple Is
like a hidden city complete with everything a man needs, if
he is a confirmed bschelor, With a subtle satirical bent,

Melville gives a brief account of how the Temple is arranged:

Indeed the place is all a honey-comb of offices and
domiciles. Like my cheese, it is quite perforated
through and through in all directi~-ns with the snug
cells of bachelors, Dear, delightful spot! Ah!
wren I bethink me of the sweet hours there passed,
enjoying such genial hos»itality beneath those time-
honored roofs, my heart only finds due utterance

1104 ,R, Tnommson, "The Paradise of Bachelors avd the
Tartarus of Maids: a Reinterpretation,” AQ, IX (1957), ». 35.
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through voetry; and, with a 31ght1 I SOfulV sing
"Carry rne back to old Virginnyi"

"Virginny" indeed since all are "Brethren of Celibacy."
The narrator is treated to a huge dinner and many varied
wines and desserts and thoroughly enjoys the good conver-
sation, Then the narrator tells the reader that these men
of the world have no famllies to cause trouble, no consci-

ences to give them pain:t

Pain! Troublel As well talk of Cat“o‘"c miracles.,
Yo suech th'ng.--Pass the sherry, sir.--Pooh, pooh!
Can't bol-—T1e port, sir, if you please, Nonscnse;
dont't tell me so.--The decanter stops with you sir,
I believe,ll2
These Templars are all lawyers, living in the past, removed
from the world, horrifying in their lack of 1life, As W.K,

"he original Templars were men of action,

Thompson states,
nakers ol history, who assessed their past but did not live
in it,"113 Entrusted with civilization's welfare, thesec men
blithely eat and telk and £o home oniy to return to thelr
"Paradise" which makes a hell of earth,

"The Tartarus of ilaids" is a paper mill in New England
that hires only virgin girls as workers, In the depths of
winter a seedsman travels ever downward through gorges called

Black Hotch, near hollows called the Devil's Dungeon, and

ll
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past torrents named Blood River, to buy some paper from the
mill. As a secedsman, entering this ominous valley, into
this lreezwnb, white hell, he represents fertility, life,
action, growth, and social responsibility.llu Inside the
factory, managed by a bachelor niclknamed 0ld Bach, the seeds-
man finds row upon row of girls, all pale, working at huge
nachines. A boy, named Cupid, a symbol of perverted love
here, takes the seedsman on a tour of the factory and describes
the work of the machines, The most expensive machine produces
finished paper in nine minutes, This paper, the type the
factory has the nost call for, is labeled "foolscap"
Richard Fogle speculates that the mill is indeed hell and
conta‘ns "a system of perverted values, in which the machines,
threatened with dismissal if they becone pregnant, the girls
work on and on, saying nnth ‘ng, cdoing nothing except feeding
rags into the machinel!s bins or separating sheets of paper.
The seedsman lesves Bladk lioteh but pauses at the pass and
launches one small, but irportant arrow, at the one who is
responsible for all this:

Then shooting throug:. the pass, a2ll alone with

inserutable nature, I exclaimed-- Ohl ga”adise of
Bachelors! and oh! Tartarus of ial 1dsiil

11uThompson, one citey Po 12,

11571 chard Fogle, HMelville's Shorter Tales, v. 19,

116“' g€, 22. cit., Pe 229,
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The forces of nature, all powerfull, all knowing, can never
be defeated. For all their damming of man, Twain and lMelville
adnitted that man cammot be blemed. ‘
There were two major reasons wny these authors could
not finally blame man, How could a person coipla’n about

man when, at heart, he believed human freedom was an illusion?

How could a person bleme man for the condition of his world

1v)
-
[

when mzn was absolutely helpiess agzinst the forces of the
universe? In the same works that Twain blasted man and
damned him, Twain adnitted, revealed, these conclusions,
Melville too, less forcefully perhaps, but more subtlely,
tragically, sorrowfully, admnitted the same. Zvery scholar.
wno has studled these men has sald, at least once, that during
this period in their careers, despalr, disillusionment,
bitterness, sorrow, held the major portion of their minds
captive, William 3raswell calls licslville the "strangest and
most pathetic case in his century, -None of the Bnglish men
of letters arfected b+ the skepticism of The tiie. . were
hit quite so hard by their disillusionment.t1? Bernard
Devoto said, "the force that was impelling him /[ Twain /

to write, between 1370-1600, was, clearly, both desperzte
and remorseless, Only a man who was hell ridden could

write so much.ll8

1178raswell, on. cit., p. 3.

llaDeVoto, on. eit., p. 15,
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Mihat Is Man?" so filled with damnations on man became a
sorrowful path leading to remorse as Twa’n renounces human
freedom and replaces it with man as a machine, capable of
training like an animal. Free will is rejected because
man's environmernt , his first act of infancy, also outlined

in The Mysterious Strancer, made man a victim of circumstances

he could not change. In Bernard DeVoto's words, "what Is
Man?" becsme a plea for pardon. lNan cannot be blamed, man
is not responsible; he is enslaved and dominated by inexorable

119 Man is helpless against the forces of the

circumstances.
universe., That is vhy he apnears as such a petty creature
becavse indeed he is compared to the Creztor, Robert Wiggins
sugrests that Twain may have believed man could become good,
through practice, and training, and by casting aside any

1

belief in a totally disinterested, if not malignant spirit.lzo

But the man who is a master at fooling others would soon
realize he was fooling himself, The prosecutor's evidence
may have vesn enormous and the ultimabte defendent may have
been pronounced zullty, but the judge and defendant were one
and the same. What punishment could be enforced? What
vengeance could be wrought against the All-Powerful? The

malevolent Intelligence which created the universe, controls

119&5_.@., De 1‘1‘,_8.-

120yiggins, oo. cit., . 118.
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mnan'ts actions.l21

In The Mysterious Stranger, Little Satan, ‘n one of

his numerous attaclts upon man, has a discussion with Theodor
about rselity and illusion., Theodor Says:
Satan was sccustomed to sav thabt our race lived a
life of continuous and uninterrupted self-decevtion.
It duped itsell from cradle to brave with shems and
delusions wnich it mistook for realities, and this
made i1tslife on entire sham. Of the score of fine
gualities wnich It imagined %t Hua and was val ‘n of,
it really possessed hardlvy one.

N

Little Satan takes Theodor and Sepp: on a voyage through
tinme to man's past. In the past they witness the first
murderer and victim, Cain and Abel, and continue to ses murder,
bloodshed, wars, slaughter risht on Into the future In an
endless procession of horror, Such Is man's past, Such

is man's future, Little Satan is asked to stop the nisery

of an old womsn in the twm. Theodor bYegs him to chance her
life for the better. Satan explains how man's life 1s pre-
destined by powers beyvond his control and then, in an instmt
changes the old wonan's life for the better, 3he is accused
of witchcraft, and burned at the staoke One brealr in an
individual's chain of 1life, one link misplace, broken, or
replaced, and all the future life of that individual will

be changed. Io" st of all, that individuval has no power to

1ngellamy, on. cit., . 331,

- — Pe .
1223ernard DeVoto (ed.), The Fortable Mark Twaln,

p. 736.
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control his own destiny. Hisbtory, then, was empty of any

2
redemntive value, 23

Man could not learn anything if he had
no free will to chenge.

Melvillet's "The Bell Tower" depicts a mechan’cian
nanmed Bannadonna attempting to build an enormous tower. In
the tower lies a huge bell and next to the bell stands an
almost human robot, Talus, that is designed to strilite the
bell with a hawmer at the aporopriate, hourly intervais.
Richard Fosle describes the tower as symbolic of "mants
aspirations to vpower and freedom throuzh science (not the

nl2l

heart). Barmadonna 1s acc:identally killed by the great

robot thougn therc is a hint of murder possitle. Bannadonna
fails and his tower Is dest;oyed by an earthauske becauvse
he males an atteript to not only r’val nature, but to ge
bevond hef.l25 He Inows notning of art, merely science,
end uses it, rather than,.as Fogle states, the heart, to
assert himself, IMan, ih this way is not free,

Pierre studles reality and truth and concludes that

,
the mind is the only true reality and reality is destruction.l20

123dorur B. Solomon, Twan and the Image of History,
pp. 170-175.

12hp ogle, o, cit., p. Ol

1251p:4a,, p. 63.

126M1111am mlleny Sedgwiclz, Herman Melvilie, The
Tragedy of lind, p. 172.

————
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As the title informs the reader, Pierre, or the Ambisuities,

reality cannot be determined. All is ambiguous., The hero,
Pierre, tries to live his life, Christ-like in principle,
but the society of man will not allow him.' It is a tragedy
of Fzte, of circumstances beyond Pilerrels con’c*-:'ol.l27
Pierre carmot act without danger confronting nim. He is not
free to choose becausec hils choice 1is dsstructive,

Finally, in "The Tartarus of Maids", one finds the

virgins slaves to the machines of hell, run by the devil,

0l1d Bach. To lewbton Arvin, this story expressecs lelville's,
"gpnalled contemplation of what seems to lie beyond human

' a
control in the whole ‘nexorablie process of human reproduction.l20

The machine s filled with rags, raw material, and furnishes

in nine minutes, foolscap vaprer. Apparently, It will never

breslz doim. "The rags,"

claims W.R, Tnompson, "signify
human raw materizl vourng Into Americal's Industrial reglions

and the mill represents America itself, talting raw material

a
129

!

end pressing it into molds of uncopromn’sing conformity,"
Melville stocd aghast as he realized winrat path industrialization
was taking mankind., The devil himself was beh’nd 1t all and

mankind was causht in his

4]

rasp. &Hscape, through the pass,

Henry A. Murray (ed.), Pierre, or the Ambiguities,
P. xXcvii, : '

Newton Arvin, Horman lelville, p. 2303.

126 .
2

YThomoson, ov. cib., p. Ll.
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was possible for the seedsman, but he was glone with the
forces of "inscrutable nature." Once the initial action took
place in thc universe, man was caught up and dragged along
without any hope of stopping it. With no real power to employ,
ﬁith the Infant's first ect determining all, with human free-
dom an swiul joke snd helplessness against the forces of the
eternal opposite him, men was lost. Most horrify‘ng of all
mist have been the realization that Twain and lMelville were
men also., o thrusts, no attaclis seemed left. XNow was the
time for some possible excape, some philosophy to organize
for protection., low was the time for seemingly near frantic

grasping for a permanent position,




CHAPT=R IV
PARTA¥ERS OF THE FRUIT

After searching for the nature of God, using undoubt-
edly what Twa’n and Melville considered a s$ep-by-step, loglcal
process, and then after analysing man's posifion in reference
to God, certain conclusions must have seemed ‘nevitable and
inescapable., Along with the co:demnations and darmations of
the human resce, »o’nting out man's stupidity, depravity, and
general folly, camc the realization thét when all was consider-
ed, man was in an untenable position. The bliterness and
degpair was coiplete and onc fact must have made Twaln and
Melville recalize the necessity for two iZmportant developments
in their art. This fact was that Twan and Melville were
men. They too were members of the humen race which they hzd
analysed and darmed and they too were subject to the whins
of the inexorable forces of the universe. Becszsuse of this
realization, sympathy for man's lot had to be forthcoming from
their pens, and a philosophy had to be developed which would,
in 2 sense, isolate these authors in their special worlds
end explain everything they had discovercd. If successful
in these attempts, reconciliation might be the product,
or at least veaoce might cone o whal must oboviously be ob-
served as two tortured minds.

Mari Twaln's general opinion of man and civilization

in Huelzleberry Finn 1s one of neither acceplance nor total

rejection. As was mentioned before, Twain's materpisce was

really the starting point for his long cquest, It is indezd
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a one-sided examination of a society and the theme is surely
one of rejection as Huck and Jim make a valiant attempt to

. . . 130
escape the horrors of civilization, 3

But Huck never truly
conderms anyone and there 1s a hope that one might escape
"siyilization" in the end.

"What Is Man?," however, indicates a2t once two seemingly
opposite conclusions, Now Twain does consider man stupid
and damned yet man cannot be blamed fof nalevolent powers
control whatever man does.13l In a half humourous, half-
despairing tone, Twain adaits that man can be traned properly
like some dumb brute. The absolute absurdity of it all
lended itself well to a sympathetic view of the black joke

called life,

In Pudd'nhend Wilson, Twain gives the reader a stark

look at the worst in humazn nature as well as the best (Tom
and Roxy) but he doss not judge in any overt menner the human

actions he presents.lB2

In szort, though Twain repeatedly darned man in The

Mysterious Stranger, and "Waat Is Man?", e will ultimately

forgive him as Twain recalls nis knowledge of the malignant
spirit that is all-powerful. The final argument between the

0l1d Man and the Young Man in "Wnat Is Man?" presents Twain's

130y:igzins, on. cit., ». 122,

131Bellamy, Cp. cit., e 331,

132p.R, Lesvis (ed.), Pudd'nhead Wilson, p. 30.
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view of what are essentially the Seven Cardinal Virtues as
found in man. The 0ld Man asks the Young lan where such moral
qualities as charity, courage, bensevolence, fruthfulness,
magnaninity, holiness, and the like come from. The Young
Man claims they are born in each man like seeds, The 01d
Man claims this is true but that eacﬁ person has a different
blend of these virtues. Their conversation now abruptly
shif'ts and the 0ld Man asks about the origin of these virtues:

0.M, "Wno manufactures them then?"

Y.%, "God."

0.M. "Where does the credit of it belong?"

Y.M., "To God."

0.M. "And the glory of which you spoke; and the
applause?"

Y.¥4, "To God.,"

0.M., "Then 2t is you who degrade man., You make him
claim glory, praise, flatterwy, for every valuahle
th_ﬁg he possesses--borrowved finery, the wnhole
of it; no rag of it earned by h,ﬂoe7f not 2

deta:T of it »roduced by his own 1abo You
malze him a humbug; have I done worse bﬂ him?"

Y.M. "You have made a machine of him,"

0.M. "Who devised that cunn'ng ond besutiful mechanisn,
a men's hend?"

Y. M. "God."

0.M., "wno devised the law by which it automatically

hammers out of a piano an elaborate plece of
rivsic, without error, while the man is thinking
about something else, or talking to a friend?"

1. "God,"

M, "Who devised the blood? . . . Who devised the
man'!s mind, whose machinery works automatically,
interests itself in what it pleases, regardless
of his will or desire, labors all nignht when it
likes, deaf to his ap“ eals for mercw? God
devised all these things, I have not made man
a machine, God macde man a mach’ne, I am me“elg
calling attention to the fact, nothing more, 3

133Neider, op. cit., pp. 396-397.
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James T, Farrell writes of Huckleberry Finn: "He / Twain_7

visioned the individual men alone in a dreary waste of empty
waste."l3h Now Twain envisions man as a mere machine, with
no rezl sense of pride or virtuousness becsuse man is a ma-
chine, God experimented, tinkered, with each individual
man before birth and endowed each Iindividual with a certain
blend of virtues that Ye desired. The greatest of bunglers
will take the responsibility not Twain or any mean. Lost in
time and space, disenfranchised from all powers, and rizghts,

and acconplishments, nman s a being to be pitied, no longer

it 3
condenmed, Man cammot helop what he is,

The great similarity between Twain and Melville on the
point of symoathy for man 1s best stated by William 3Braswell,

He writes:

"The idea that ilelville's swmzethy for man was due
partly to the beliefl that we are all suffering here
together larpgely throuzn no fault of our owm but
because ‘n the naturs of things decread by God It is
impossihle for us not to suffer, reapvears through-
out h’s writing career,'135

In Pierre or, The Ambicu’ties one finds that perfect example

of @& man trving desperavely to live as his conscience dic-
tates, as his heart su’des him, as Cnristianitvy has taught
3 [ » B

him. After living as close to true Christian standards as

Ve

is humanly possible, Pierre is destroyed by the forces of

]
134James T. Farrell, The Learue of Frightened Philistines,
P. 322.

1358ra

swell, on. cit., . 117.
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evil around him, Melville!s greatest iIndication of svmpathy
for Pierre s Pierre's death in the end for only then is men
freed. Only then can man escape the suffering. One of the
precipitating influences In forcing Pierre to commit murder
is his dreem, or rather nigntmare, in which he compares him-
self to Enceladus. Near FPierre's ccuntry home lies a giant
rock jutting from the earth lilke a half-submerged ziant.

The rock has certain humen features end appears to face a
great mountain in the near distance. The true statue of
Enceladus, created br Marsy, is compared with this rock:

e« o o« this American Enceladus, wroucht by the vigorous
hand of Hature's seli, it did go further than compose;
-~ it did far surpass that fine figure rmoulded by the
inferior s%ill of man. Marsy gave arms to the eter-
nally defenceless; but ¥ature, more truthfuvl, per-
formed an amsutation, and left the ircort-nt Titan
without one serviceable ball-and-cocket above the
thigh.13g

In myth, Enceladus was the son and grandson of incest so,
through no fault of his own, Enceladus was condemned to earth
rather than given a place in heaven, Pierre, n his night-
mare, imagines himself to be knceladus, defenseless against
the forces off heaven, yet continuouslr striving to rezch

his goal, no matter wnat the odds.  But Enceladus filercely
attacks the heavens while Plerre, until now, has becn gentle

and Christ-like, Pilerre's Inner feelings undergo a metamor-

phosis and he now decides to attack, violently, the earthly

136Melville, Pierre, p. 1182,
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reprcsentation of the inscrutable evils of the universe,

His cousin Glen becomes the agent of heaven in Pierre's mind

and Pierre shoots him dcad. Pierre tried in vain to make

a place in the world for himself and his adopted family but

success was not to be his. Benevolence, once, again, cannot

exist in a non-benevolent world, It iIs a tale of great tragedy

and sorrow and one can only have sympathy for the principals

involved, Melville is careful not to give Glen any character-

ization because Glen is not a man but a symbol that rmust

be destroyed. 3But in destroying that symbol of evil force,

the man who performs the justice becomes the judged. 1In

combating evil, one becomes evil., The true individual man

1a a pawm like 2all the rest and only one escape seem possible,
The escape is death, whether by natural c2uses, homicide,

or suicide, Twain's and lelville's opinions on this subject

are quite clear and leave no room for argument., In numerous

works, each shows death to be a viable alternative to life

on earth among the human race. Edward Wagenknecht savs;

"when h's loved ones died, he (Twain) claimed he cried not

for them, but for himself because he had to remain while

they were fortunate to aie "137T  In The lfysterious Stranger
Twain indicates a decidedly deterministic philosophy

which man can only ovarcome by death.138 One of Theodor's

137Tyagenknecht, op., cit., pp. 203-20L

e

13800x, op. cit., 280.
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young friends is given the freedom or death by Little Satan,
Theodor is told that his friend Nickaléus will live a life
of misery because it was predestined. Theodor asks Little
Satan if he czn save him., Little Satan agrees to "save"
Nickalaus by allowing him to die wh’le attempting to save
a drowning girl. Theodor protests but Little Satan explains:

"But for my Intervention he world do his brave deed
twelve days from now--a deed begun and ended in six
minutes--and get for all reward those fortr-six years
of sorrow and suffering."139 '
Later on, Little Satan decides to be kind and help the good
Father Feter who has been locked In jail, falselvy accused.
So when Father Peter is finally absolved of guilt and freced,
he is found to he incurably inssne, Aga’n, Little Satan
explains that he is far better off now because he is too good
a nan to stand the horror of life, ZEcho’ng Sophocles, Twain
repeatedly indlcates a belief that next to not being born
at all, early death is a blessiﬁg.lho As John S. Tuckey
states, "Satan teaches Theodor to view life as an imprison-
nent and death as release, The only solace lies in esceape

from 1life into coznic innocence."lul

In sinilar fashion, Melville indicated a belief

that death was the only escape. From the symbolic death of

139 1cmens, The Mysterious Strancer, p. 699,

luOWiggins, on, cit., p. 90.
1h1

John 3, Tuckey, Mark Twain and Little Satan, v,

126,
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the protagonist in White-Jacket to the suicides of Pilerre

and "Bartleby the Scrivener', Melville defends death.,

Mardi was published a year before White-Jdacket and here the

hero Taji, unable to find his love Yillah, sets out for the
open, uncharted sea., He is told that no one returns from the
endless sea but Taji replies:

"and why put back? Is a life of dy’ng worth living

oler again? Let me, then be the unreturning wanderer,
The helm! By Orol I will steer my own Tate. o . ."12

[

"The only escape from an unChristian world for Pierre Is
suicide. 3Bartleby, emulating & rmonastic life, Is a misfit

in a hustling, "productive", waste-making world and he ends
his 1ife in ~rison, refusing to eat, refusing to communicate,
He wastes away in the yard, lzept away from corion prisoners,
surrounded by thicl cement walls that remind the narrator of
an Egyontian tomb.

Tne aforementioned ‘dea that zood battling evil becones
evil ig an essential outvgrowth of a philcsophy that hoth
Twain and lelville a dopted periodically., Thev probably were
first introduced to this ph’losophy during the periods in
their development when orlental mysticism charged their
inferest. Manichaeism, or Manicheinisﬁ, began in Persia
during the third century A. D. The Manichaens were followers

of a persian saze called lan? and from tne fourth to the

twelfth centuries, his teachings rivaled Christianity as the

W2e1ville, Mardi, T., p. 298,




dominant influence in Europe and the Middle East, Iven St,
Augustine was a member of the Manichaeans for nine vears
before becoming Christian.lu3 Basically, the teach'nzs of
Manli stated that the universe was governed bv good and evil,
Practice good and 1ood and evil wevre separate., Practice

evil and evil and good will hecome as one and, therefore,
irreconcilable, More often than not, Twain end Melville
edopted this philosophy and it proved to be anything but a
"solace for their ftroubled riinds, Unfortunately, the bvelief
that there is a distinctively good force and an eqgual and
opposite evil force in the universe can lead to seeing thinns
as eilther black or white. This tendency would become a
hindrance s’nce one could become a moralizer, As Gladys
Bellany descrides: "His [—Twain‘s_7 rioralism is itsell an
indication of his Tallure to sec life as a whole. The moral-
izer tends to over s’‘mplify--to see life only in terms of
black and v.v‘nt’.te.":U--LLJr Manicheistic philosophy brought Melville
to the point where he saw Lwo possihle values for every
concept., Any new value Melville found could only be given

a possibility of reality or illusion, never a definitive

-
statement .,

When he wrote The Mysterious Stranger, Twaln was,

1 10, 3 e [} K =
~h3Anon., Yncyelonedia Americszna, 18, 2i8c.

1hhy

Bellany, ov. cit., p. 328,
5, .
lnghompson, oo, ¢t., p. 119,
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in the words of William Spengemann, "

nlhé

rigidly Manchelstic
in his view of good and evil, nvil becomes a represent-
ative of the material world whereas Innocence is left ot the
spiritual, Little Satan claims that nothing Is real. Because
wain had a sympathy for man and at the szame time logically
viewed man as worthless, his Manicheism could not save him,

Man must be good in order for good to separate from evil.

But man could not be gecod if he had no control of his actions.
Obvicusly, the negation of reality was Twain's only alter-
native for his state of mind. Robert A, Wigzins accuses

Twain of having, "a prim’tive nind which is color blind; it
éees no hue or tint, only black znd white."lh? For Twain's
philosophy, no middle ground exists. Possibly this steadfact
opinion stems from Twain's original search for God which

began some time ago. Again, if God is all-powerful, all-
merciful, and all-know'ng, how could de make such a world?
Things must be, should be, all black or all white and apparent-

ly , Twain came to believe that everything was all-hlack.

This opinion naturally afforded Twain a great deal of room

for condemnation., If everything was all-blacl, the Twain
counld moralize gquite easily and daxmn everyone for being so
depraved, But again, after morallzing ‘n what would appear

to be an attempt to save the world, wake it up, the ultimste

1h7w1ggins, ov. cit., p. TO.
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truth negated such actions., After all, how could a man
overcome the power of the universs?

From Pjerre on, Melville also used his Manichelstic
beliefs in his fiction., Interestingly enough, like Robert
Wiggins on Twain, Lawrence Thomoson believes Melville's phi-

n

losophy was based on an immsasture and childish notion that

because an object is not white it must be black. . . L8

As early as White-Jackei, Melville moralized, with great

verbosity, on the evils of the world, He ch-stised the United
States Navy, the officers, the American public, for allowing
the dezradaticn of sa2ilors to continue. Melv’lle preached

so much that often Vhite-dockst 1s reduced to a propaganda

tract for humaritarian principles, But his Manicheistic
tendencies probably did not flowsr until Pierre, In it one
finds Melville unable to account for evil and therefore
presenting Plerre as a model of Christian virtues facing a
totally ambigious and hostile set of c’rcumstances. Plerre
never really trusts anyone after arriving in New York City
end, in fact, never can believe in anyone except himself,
Henry A. Murray writes, ccncerning Melvillet's gtate of mind
during the writing of Pierre, "The majority of good men who
call tnemselves Christians are behaviorally convinced of an

149

un-Christian doctrine., The world is soaking in lies,

1! .
‘*9Murray, on. cite, p. lxxiv,
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Beyond the world of Pierre, a benevolent man in a non-

benevolent world, one encounters The Confidence-Man, In

this world~in-a-gsteamboat, Melville presents only bad, no
good &t all., One can never decide wnether the confidence-
man is devil or angel but certainly, the peonle on hoard
the ridele are either kneves or fools. As stated earlier,
all those who the confidence-man contacts, are fooled, in
one way or another, If there is a mazn who represents Melville's
-conception of a good man, critics cannot agree who the char-
acter might be, 1In fact, for this argument, it does not
natter whether there is o good charscter or not since the
populace has been divided by Melville into knaves and fools.
Thisg is undoubtedly the ultimate extension of lianichaeism
for tMelville cannot different’ate between the goond and evil
forces in the universe, The evil pervades all.
Manichaeisquould not suffice as a panacea for Twain
and Melville, Apparently, the adoption of this philosophy
merely served to heighten their sense of frustration, their
sensibilities, and finally their confusion., Critics agree
that both men during their later lives came dangerously
close to 2 real mental breakdown. Their personal lives were
in varying degrees of turmoll and their artistic expression
reflects their overwnelming disillusionment. Their last major
works indicate a despair over the defnitions of truth and
falgehood, reality aad illusion,

Little Satan in The lysterious Stranger claims, at
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first, that he is an angel., He derides and degrades man,
He performs miracles, changes peoples lives in an instant
and lectures Theodor, the narrator, on the folly of mankind,
Finally, after presenting the world and its humsn population
as intolerably corrunt, Little Satan tells Theodor, "Nothing

exis

ct

s; all is a dream."150 Little Saten then lsunches an
attacls ot the God of men and denounces Him as dishonorahble,
hypocriticel, evil, Little Satan continues:

"You perceive, now, that these things are all impossible
except in a dream. You perceive that thew are oure

and puerile Insaan’tles, the silly crcations of an
imazination that is not conscious of its freaks--

In a wordk that they ere a dream, and you the maker of
ite « ¢« « lYothing exists but you. And you are but

a thousnt--a vagrant thought, a unseless thought, a

’ _ g
homeless thought, wandering rorlorn among the emdty
eternities!"15l ‘

All then, is but a dreesm, useless, alone, If one cannot
recognize the real from the iméginary, if all things present
two sides, two extremes at once, only a drezm will allow
escape. Death cannot really suffice for no one knows what is
beyond death, The utter illogic, irrationality, unreasson-~
ableness, of 1life, man, the world, cannot be faced except

in fantasy.
In exactly the same manner, lMelville presents Plerre
as faced with 2 nigntmare world, Melville's savage bitter-

ness cannot go unnoticed. When Pierre is attempting to write

150C18mens, The Mysterisus Stranger, p. Th2.

513pid., p. 7l
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his book, he rarely sleeps or eats, receives little warmth
in his tiny room, because he is hell-ridden to write what

he cons’ders the truth. The narrator proclaims:
Oh, I hear the leap of the Texan Comanche, as at this
moment he goes crashing like a wild deer through
the green underbrush; I hear his glorious whoop of
savage and untameable health; and then I look at
Pierre, If physical, practical unreason make the savage,
whicn is he? ¢Civilization, Philosorhy, Ideal Virtue!l

behold your victiml}
Slowly but surely Pierre begins to doubt, becomes confused
and angryv, and expresses his fears of what Is real and what -
is false, In a discussion with Isabel, the girl who claims
to be his illigitimate sister, Pierre describhes for her his
oninions on vice and virtue, Plerre says:
"Look: 2 noth’ng is the substance, it casts one shadow
one wav, and another cthe other way; and these two
shadows cast from one nothing; these, seem to me, are
Virtue end Vice,"
"Then why torment thyself so, dearest Pierre?™
"It is the law."
"hat?!
"That a nothing should torment a nothing; for I am
nothing., It is all a dream--we dream that we dreamed
we dream,"153 '
Pierre later continues and ssks, "From nothi g proceeds

noth’n~, Isabel! How can one sin in a dream?"lsu This 1is

precisely the same attitude Twain took in The Mysterious

Stranser, Relegating all to a dream was a relatively s’ ple

1t
“"Melville, Pierre, p. L121.
3rpi4., v. 382,

(of
1hpia,
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step for Twaln and Melville to take, Of course, neither
one of these ideas has any connection with reality.155 But
since, for them, reslity was indefineable, the dream co:ld

be accevnted., Bernard DeVoto states:

"wain could end his contention witn the vengeful God
and put away remorse forever by reducing all conten-
tion, vengeance, vain,degredation, guilt, sin, and
pan‘c to a lonely dream.'l
However, simply because Twain and lelville had those high
standards of moral ideallism, as mentioned earlier, their

f:nal statements cannot be found in The Mysterious Stran-ex

or in The Confidence-~llan, lMelville'!s last novel length

work, "The Man that Corrupted Hadleyburg" was written by

Twain after The Mysterious Stranger and would seem to adhere

to reality a good deal more than the tale of Little Satan,

Puvlisned posthumously, written vears after The Coniidence-

Man, one finds Melville's 3illy Budd a final statement.

These two works culminate their long, bitter, disillusioned

search for God 2s well as any others. Equipped with minds

that were as truly Christian as any, they made a concerted

effort to uncover the meaning of 1life. After Hucklsbherry

Finn and lioby-Dick their search began in earnest, They were

aroused by the teachlngs of the 01d Testament, Interested

in analyzing the teach’'ngs of Christ. They chose a path

155spengemans, op. cit., p. 120.
i
176Bernard DeVoto, Mark Twain's America, pe. 157,
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of discovery through organized religion and tne occult but
were only antaganized more‘by what they revealed, They begsn
to blame God for man's problems, saw Him as the repository
of responsibility, Thelr minds turned rebellious'and saw
Satan as 2 member of the wsak who forced to commit his un-
pardonable acts, Logically, both turned their literary weapons
on mankind showing man to be dsmned and stupid. But the
knowledge that man was helpless against supreme forces of
fate forced Twain and Melville to sympathize with man's lot,
Finally, the knowledsge that they too were men, doomed like
all the rest, forced Twain and lMelville to grope for escape,
sezrch for a philosophical exit that would free them from
the torture, Until now, it would eppear that no escspe, no
reconciliation was found but these men went bevond the "life
as a drean" éoncept. If eny solution is to be found, if
either author ultimately achieved peace, the best of their
last worlis may hold thé answer, In a concise, succinst manner
Robert A, Wigsins describes what process has occurred through

these authors! careers to this point. He writes:

Hm .

Twain's 18 a more elementsl manifestation of the same
ertistic progress made by such writers as Melville,

It is characteristic of these writers, that they found
their art upecn their first hand exverience and tried
to cope with *t in svmbolic terms. Success came to
them early, before tney had fully perfected their art,
They refined their teschniques frori novel to novel,

And this techn’cal development parallels a course of
spiritual trial, of resisting the compromises re-
quired by success, posing large questions, and tearing
the answers out from the flesh of one's own experience,
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The only help in this lonely quest is the example_ of
the masters--those writers who have gone before,"157

There is still a great deal of Twain criticism to bhe
written and the "elemental manifestation" Twain represents,
as corpared to Melville, is becoming less and less apparent,
Yet it is obvious that Twaln used all the knowledge he possess-
ed to cultivate his art and continue his "quest," Todav,
in tevms of symbolism, allegory, majesty and depth of vrose,
Twain remains in the shadow of Helville end verhaps alwsvys
will, But nis contributions to hisart are enormous and his
personal searéh was no less agonizing, no less tortuous than
Melville's. In "The Man that Corrupted Hadlevburszg",one finds
2 relative to lMelville's confidence-rnian and Twa’n sald more
positively and more clearly the same thing he sa’ld in The

lysterlious 3Stran~er, minus the dream philosophy. A stranger

corrupts an incorruntible town by using his knowledge of man-
kind., His plan to wreak vengeance on a populace that once

treated him poorly revolves around the premise that man

[

S
essentially selfish and greedy and will stor at nothing to
fulfili this greed, However, no blame I1s placed on the
tovmspeonle bv Twain as he knows now, man is not responsible,
hzs no control over his actions, 1If Hadleyburg is a town of
selfish people, it is, ultimately, beyond their power to

change, Iach man falls Into the stranger'!s trap, illustrating

r’
1luigsing, op. ctit., p. 119,
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that they have no moral control., But Twain had to feel a
sense of remorse over the logical outcome of his story because
of his conscious faith in the dignity of man., Suffering to
the point of pure nihilism, Twain still remained faithful
to the individual, Independent man; a man he undoubtedly
hoped he had become, At the conclusion of his story Twain
writes: "It is an honest town once more, and the man will
have to rise early that catches it napning again."lga A

s inscribed as tne town lezrned its mistake,.

'J-

nove of hope
This statement recalls one of Twain's persistent comments in

"yhat Is Han?" and A Connecticut Yankee which is that train-

ing can mean the difference. Learning through treining,
through experience many be enourch to save mankind. Unable

to seec the glory and innste grandeur of life, Twaints bitter-
ness was almost too rmmuch for him fo accept, And, he never
really acceoted, for this one way out, this chance of train-
ing, hovnefully not reducing man to & brute animal, left some
consolation, The same strug:le in this story raged in The

ivysterions Stran-er, Man's dignity and moral respons’bility

against nan's utter worthlessness. DBut no lonely dream faces
the individual. In "Hadleyburg", the people lezrned and
hopefully profited as Twain hints in his finsl line. Then a

solution, of sorts, was established, althouch it was Dbased on

1586harles lisider (ed.), The Complete Short Stories
of ark Twain, p. 393.
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a belielf that Twein had always held, discarded and regained
throughout his literary career, The possibility of gaining,
through experience, training, that moral responsibility,
that dignitv, which men should never have lost in~the first
place,
If in-depth, concentrated criticism is lacking in

Twa’in's "Hadlevburg," Melville!s Billvy Budd has besn the evye

of a criticsl hurricane, If one solution, or any solution

at 2ll, is found in Twain's story, a myriad of solutions has
besen presented for lMelville., The thres main characters In

this seca story are, en Americen seilor, 3Billy Budd, apparently
a model sailor, Znnocent, ignorant, hard workinzg, and friendly,
Captain Vere, commander of a 3British man-'o-war, likened in
many resnects to Leord Nelson, and Claggart, Master-at-arms,

a toush-minded individuel vho immedizately begins to subject
Billy to harassment when Billy is impressed off a merchant

ship, the Rights-of-lian, and onto Vere'!'s Indomitable, Billy

is 1liked br 211 the men and he performs his duties well,
But Claggert persists in needling 3illy every chance he gets.,
Captain Vere also takss to Billy and all would seem well,

However, Claggart accuses Billy of Inciting the crew to mutiny,

—

this during a time proceeding a famous mutiny in Her Maj-
esby's Navy, and 3Billy ‘s asked by Vere If the accusation is
true. Verc is ready to side with Bi1lly in this matter but
Billy is dumbfounded for two ressons. First, he never expected

k.

Claggart to accuse hin, although sailors werned Billy of
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Claggartt's intentions, because the Master-at-arms always
svoke kindly to Billy. Second, to be accused of mutiny,
something Melville hss indicated Billy'is incapable of
doing in the first place, makes him speechless, Ceptain
Vere quietly urges 3illy to say something, and Melville

describes the scene as follows:

"Contray to the effect intended, tnese words so father-

ly in tone, doubticss toucning 3illy's heart to the

gquick, promnted yet more violent efforts at uvttersnce--

efforts soon ending for the time in coafirmin- the

paralysis, and bringing to his face an expression vhich

was as a cruclifixion to behold. The next nstant,
quick as the flame from a discharged cannon at night,

gt
his rif%t arm snot out and Claggart dropped to the
deck,"159 '

Clagzart is struck dead, a court of officers behind closed
doors is called aﬁd Billy is tried for murder., Vere be-
lieves Billy rust hang for his crime althougn he loves 3illy
like a son. Several officers disagrec with this harsh
punishment but Vere cites the previous mutiny in the British
Navy as proof that it could hap-en again. The letter of the
law dictates the just act. Billy i1s condemned to die but

he and Vere have one final meet’ng together and no one knows
wnat was said. But Billy emerges from the cabin and Is sent

.

up the mast and before be’ng hanged, he shouts, "God Bless

Cavtain Verel"160 In a sea battle with the Prench, the

15%e1ville, Billy Budd, p. L3.

1/
°01p1i4., . 59.
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Indomitable defeats the Athelste but Vere is mortally wounded

~and whisvers Billy's name as he dies., Billy Is worshipred
by other sa’lors and becomes a martyr, but is damned by the

naval chronicle Fews from the Yediterrsnean.

There are at least five or six basic Interpretations
of this, Melville's final worl, and each taltes a different

view than the other, Critic Phil Withim calls 3illy Budd

Melville's "Testament of Resistance", He sees Cleggart as
evil, Billy Budd as Innocence, and Captain Vere a2s over-
cautious., Phil Withim writes, "Vsre does not act on reason
but on fear. His intelligence s a perverted instrument,

He should have jailled 3illy till land was reached."1%l 3o
Vere is to blame and Melvillie's philosophy appears to be the

same as It wzs during the writing of The Confidence-lian.

William Braswelll's critique of 3illy 3udd wouvld anpear to

be in general agrecement., However, after agreeing Claggsrt
is evil, Braswell cla’ms; "Iere, Melville is concerned not

k] Fal

with the question of why evil existsz, but of how man should
accept its intricabte and desolating effect."162 Thereror re,
according to Braswell, lelville found peace through accept-

ance of the inscrutable laws of the universe. Similarly,

F.0, Matthiessen believes llelville has ended his protest

———

161Phi1 Within, "Billy Budd: Testament of Resistance,"
MLQ,XX (June, 1959), 115-127.

162

Braswell, ov. cit., p. 122.

———
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against God for Melville has come to "respect necessity."163
Newton Arvin believes Melville's answer is love. Arvin
writes, "Melville's solution; love, given and received,
between Vafe and Billy, father and son is the answer. Good-
ness exjists and its essential reality is love "6l ap

unusval position is taken by H. Bruce Franklin who sees Billy

as a man-created god, lMen makes him and deétroys hin,

"His religion," says Franklin, "is a myth which saves man from
himself."l65 William Ellery Sedgewick sees Melville in-
dicating that fate, or neccssity, rules the world and not
natural laws,so man must accept. Another eritic who believes
Melville was-accepting the world's condition is James E,
Miller Jr.,., He considers Cantain Vere the balanced nen,

a comnosite of Jaclt Chase, Israel Potter, and Rolfe, earlier
Melville charsacters who nanased to survive., Miller states:

", . . Capta’n Vere must be defined as Melville's full,
affirmative, and realistic answer to the question of exis-
tence posed br lifel!s apparent cunning and host:',l:?,ty."l66

Taking the somewvhat opposite viewpoint, there are

some critics who believe lMelville was merely cont’nuing his

Z
103F.O.Hatthiessen, American Rennalasance, p. 510,
160,

rvin, op. cit., p. 293,
165pranklin, on. cit., p. 206.

166James Z. Miller, Jr., A Readers Gu’ide to {erman
Melville, p. 239,
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strugzle, Joseph Schiffman boldly states, "Billy 3Budd

shows no radical caenge in thought. Change lies in his
style., A tale of irony, he turned to irony for his final
attack upoﬁ evil "167 Because Melville is apparently unin-
terested, diffident in his style, the reader does not see

the ironv, Clsggart, depravity, subdues but does not silence

Billy, or virtue. Billy is made a martyr by the sailors

and they sing songs about him, So even though Schiffman
believes lMelville is still gtacking, the fact that 3illy Is
not destroyed by Clzggart leaves sorie hove, Lawrence Thompson

views Billv Budd as in the same family with Moby-Diclk,

Pierre, and The Confidence-lan, Melville was still bleming

God for the world. Thompson cites the fact that Melville,

during his writing of 3illy Budd,read seven volumes of

Schopenhéuer. Like lMelville, Schopenhaur condemned organized
religion on the ground that its dozmas proclaimed God as
merciful and good. Schovenhauer thought otherwise. The one
point of agreement between this man and Christianity was that
both considered the world corrupt and that the devil was the

ruler, Thompsor writes, "Melvillel's Billvy Budd is a bitter

comedy, in the satiric and sarcastic tradition of Lucian

end Volta‘re and Tom Paine,"168 Billy is Adam to Thompson,

6 o 2 0.0, Hr L] . -
1 7Joseph Schiffman, "ifelville's Final Stage-Irony:

A Reexamination of Billy 3udd Criticism," AL, XXII (1950),
128, T

168Thompson, ov. cit., p. 355-356,

—— emepe—
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and Vere is God-like, Thompson continues:

" o « Vere now explains to the Adam-like Billy
the full nature of his sin, describes the penalty,
teaches him hoy,to accept the penalty, and then
conforts 1’1im'"-lLo . ,

This is a rewrlting of Genes’s as Claggart, lving on the deck
after being hit, is 1lifted by Billy end Vere,
The spare form flexibly acau:esced but inertly.
It was 1li%e handling a dead snake They lowered it
back,
Man's original sin was caused by God, and as Billy meckly

171

sumits, so did man, Melville did not stop fighting
against the forces he could not defeat.
Which solution is tae correct one, and Thomnson's

critigue is no seolution at all for Billy Budd is merely a

continuation to hin, cannot be judged-ever, It would aprear
that between Twain and Melville, the man from Hannibal died

a little more content than the Mew Englander., Georse C.
Homans says,”". . . the Helville tragedy is lMelville's drana-
tization of the FTailure of his attempt--the lite?ary attempt--
to find an answer to the guestion out by the universe, nl72

One could assume that Twain's and liclvillel!s parallel quests,

1697124, , . 399.

1704c1vi11e, Billy Budd, o. L3.

17lmhompson, oo, cit., p. 40O,

172”eorﬁe C. Homans, "The Dar!z Angel: The Tragedy of
Herman Melv: lle,' NZQ, V ()ct. 1932), 707.

1
15



98
each an immediate success, then struggling, building their
art boolr by boolk, developing themes of God and man, analysing
the meahing of 1life and decth, never really ended, When
posing unzanswerable guestions to an all-¥nowing Being, what
solutions could be understood by mortals like Mark Twain

end Hdzrman lMelville?
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