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!qrio putry ay b.-, aaaumtfd to avt 'Wide 1n.teJprotl.tt,_ powet~th 

!:\ may interprfril tu taUther ht.a~telt w·ttlmut Hfef'ctne• t<~~ tiN t.nt! placlut, 

of" l t •r in~'""t a part1eu1N" soenct, loo"t1on O\\' e.wDt• Sef.tau1e of 

tb-. ~Mtlot.1 or rhytbmioal qu-.l.S:ty whifih the nu. 1taelt lmpli•••· it 1• 

probably m" r•MA'ble than othe!" types CJ:f poetey fM" the g»''awst 

a~er of P"Pl•• !be etudy could be approaobo! ~~ ~ ansl••• 

flr1t1 tb& ~bility ot ~he .. ~~ to 0~1 o~ tnte~pPe' ·~ ~tiloular 

lllll·a.a teow1 the- a\d.U.ty of tlil.e atu!tent to· 1ni$emot th& ttfte ae it 

ie: t~ ia the po.-~ tt :la the lt.tte"" a,pp:roe.oh -wtd.eh the wt'iter ba.t 

J~Mle • th• probl•• to 'be atuc!led" 

fhe t1•14 ot .... rlotm Ltt~n"'.tu.w. •• ebo•n beaa.uu it it atot 

... ~~•ml.lr we11 lmovm •• i.a tM. fbld or Eafll1th tiwrattt" ant henoe 

l• 1••• liable to eeftnAifl tha qe f})f ._. otbMr aahela.J"*s tntetpn• 

U.t11111 nth~~ thN'l oae~t :fttl~~: 

!be ti•14 at U.ml.tet. S.n t'he tirmt pl.aoe: to sow;th•m poe'tJ7• 

til 1.t tl'WI that tho tem Southtn ocmnot 'b• appllecl to 'Pittd.fi~ a;eo• 

g.nt.Jihloal bOU*iari•~· but insota.:r a.e tbh work !till ooJMnn·~ed :\t h to be 

&ppU.flu1 'M that ••o'bion of tho 'mltte4 Stat••• •hiob dur1q tlw p~triod. 



the Writ«IU.." has cheaenjl passed threu&h a sooitt~.l and eoonomio upheaval into 

a. :modern .Ameri0an scene. Obvioully, any lympathetio treatment of the 

"lost oa:u.ee" properly weuld be called southern. 

In the second plao·e •· the field. has been limited to the nineteenth 

oentu.ry ft~r two r•••••• t (l) . the first poet of ll!i.ny oela;sequenoe f'rom the 

South was Ed:ward Coote Piokney,1. and (2) there we:re soe.roely any poets or 

consequence mywh1n• in the united states~~' let alene the south, by the end 

of the oentury. a titen.ture was expteuing iteelf in to~ other thu:t 

lyric poetry,: rr• the statement just made it must not 'bfl 'Ul'ld&rstood that 

t~re ~re no poets or poetry a.t the olose ot the century.. In the main, 

h~wl', there w-.s lack ot :tnttt~r•est or a.t l~N:~:st oontl"l'butif.m in this field. 

It lllaf' be aasumed from the above stat.mente tM.t the field nat~lly :f'a.lls 

int& a. l'l.:l.neteenth oentul'7 divilton., ancl nth this ass\mtptior.t th• writer 

believes the atudeat ot .Ame'ritlll.l'l JAten.ture will agree. 

As a. turtlunr Umi"t&t1Gl1- no poetry was oonsid.eretl whiob was not 

'WrlttR by' a poet native to th$ acuth, The term "native" ia te be inter• 

preted in the f4tilllawing ~:uuunu th$se poets whG were born 'in the south an<t 

'Who also did .. major' p&l"t of their orfat:tve work in the sou'bh. only reoog• 

ni.:u11<1 ludel"t in the field 'W(f!:te oonsiderei. These loe.ders were teleotecl 

in. the :following annera the heads of thirty representative college and. 

university liln$lhh dep~l!iltU'lte were asked what Anthology they 11taed. in th• 

1 Bern 1802 ... Died. 1829. 

2 Gte.nt c. Knight.- Asarlo-.n Literature and. Ou:Ltut«t (New Yorka :BAy 
Leng and. lU.obard Smith' Inc~ I t§!J) •· pit soe. -



teaohing of .Amerioar.a. ~it.r'a:l3ure. Seventeem replied. 11 ahow:tng six ditterent 

books 'bllilirtg ul!led.s fhose southe~n poets who -.ppea.:red. most frequently in 

these antholes;i&s and a'\111 oam within the p!reoeding limita.tions were oon ... 

ddeNd aa l•ad:e:rs. 1"9llow1ng a.re the poets by name t 

Richard Henry Wilde 

William GUmor~ Sbmle · 

EdWard ooote Piokney 

Henry Timr¢ld 

Paul Hamilton Hayne 

Abram JosePh RyQn 

Sidney tanieil:" 

1189•1847 

1006•1870 

1802-1828 

1829-1867 

1.831-1886 

1839•1886 

1842•1881. 

One might aek why Edgar Allon Pf:le was :n0t 1:noluded in the above lis-ta 

He ham been omitttd. beeauae he fails to qualify a.s one 'Who did. a •jow por• 

tion ot hh work in the south.· For the same reason the negro poets of th­

latter part of the oen·bury -wre omitt4'Jdt The writer l!lAde a diligent search 

tor nati Vlll ntgro poets, ina much a a a gl'eat d~l of the i'olk•lo:re of thf 

south :ts buU t around the negro J but he ta.:ll!Eid to find one nesro poet o:t any 

oonaequenne who ~rune Within the U:mita.tions that have been set up~; In this 

searoh fo-r :O($fji)I'O poat1 who might qua.lity und&r the limitations,. the writer 

3 Oe~ar oar1111, ~rioan Literature • A Period Antholo§l 
'lol"JUU Jrott:rtrtun::~ Ser£oan 'Poeiil'lt ind 'P':roee • 
Jay rl~r Hubbell, .A.lW9rlotUJ: tt?e tn tn'erature 
Jon•• and Leby. o'K!el .~-rria'irAuttior~ . I 

Shafer Robert A.l'M)r!oan £!tera.ture 
Snyder end lilarttn. X lo"it oi' Aiiirtoan Literature .....,,....,......,.......,. 



used Jolmaonts outotanding oolleotion o£ negro po0try.4 'Wbioh include• th• 

work .of Paul LaWMnoe Dunbar., 

Fux-ther l:bn1ta.tions whioh were used. will be found in Chtlpter I!, 

. 4 Je.:mes WtJl.don Johnson,. The ,!!2! !J! .AlMJrban ~eiro r-t:z (In Yorkt 
Harcourt ara0e and oomp~nr~ lt~ 



An erie;ht page questionnaire was used, It ia presentC~~Jd in itts 

entirety 1:n the following page1;h lt wat subntitted to both high &ohool 

and college teachers of' Ens;lish. l,ll.nd, to a.dvanoed. students in the field. 

The pooms inoludCJd ••r• ohosii'Jn atobitrarily 'by the writer with the assist• 

anoe of the di)!~IHJtor of' this theds. 

The in$t~lotions tu~iebed with each questionnaire oonstitute 

further limitations upon the general subjeot •• diaout:u.u.l!d. 1n Chapter l• 

The following is an exact oopy of the questionne.ir!!ll WJedt 

This cheok list is submitted to gather int'ol"lnnltion for a M•ster•s. 
theeis on the following subjeot~ A Study of the Interpretative 
Ability of JJM.g11sh Student$ and. ll:nglhh Teaohera, a a Revealed in a 
8ut"'9y of certain Lyrio Poetry of' the south. 

Below •:r• listed. part• of ste.nea.s, or completed steme-.a • all or 
1111hioh .are te.ktm !'rom. the p~etry of oerla:tn Southe)."l!l poets. At the end 
of' eaoh line oo:ntaining underscored words are pe.rontheaes in whioh you 
are to place identitioation aa foll.(!)'Wa c 

l * lf yeu oc:>nside:r the underscored word or words as an indioa.tion 
ot Looal Color• 1nd1oate by ple.4ing the initials L, o. in 
pe.rentheaes. 

2.. It you. oondder the underf.loored word or W<)rds e..a an 13!1dioat1on 
of Seotio~lism. tndieate by placing the initial S in 
partmttiia•s, 1 

""'' • -

a Iii It yf)u. oondder the underscored :t tnt nei thor Local o olor nor 
fi'eotionelim in<\ioate by plating the letter x'~lri''parontheses. -
tt the entire quotation is underlined, the pal"entheees at the 
right is intended for the entire quotation. 



l."t" your !ntorni(rl;;io:n tollowin~ da1'1niU.onl 41\tr~ t.o bli:1i ocJ:l.'l~lide~d 
as a. definite J'Stlllns of d:latlnotlont Uld al:t. 41tt1notiona ebould be 

upon th001.* 

~;ecti<:IMl:i.ti!t'l ... Ax~ytM::n!); ·t:ha:t; W>\Y b~~ taken lA' obviotlsly int;~,rn:ret!ng 
Gi''p'h!Gsoph:r. :f'4!Utl1ngs, attitudes, ambitions oro dfltd.l.!JfU!J.t or people 
~.<.\ l!·..rl'l) 1n th$ South, 

Local pol or .... J.ny r~rrarene~l ttl t.);"~!l!Cif"ie cibJ19efta~ • er rl~M3e!t'l 1uhioh are 
fi'Uim' !a ;T\e lwth. For aample~ 0\lkfl t.r• Mt fot.m:d •lltalu~d.vely in 
tho ~outh but I;tve ~~~~b' illt.:rt1• . ~w~r$l>EHJ ru·e f.oun.d e·.r~x-::lw:rh~nJ 1 but 
••var:sbea .,, !)1;'ii"' 'nl'il"a to • sptoitto •:rah. 

Ye~r ooopeNttcm. in arld:&~g thlo l1st will 'be· crt~atl;y- appreoiated and 
vd.U \1e of tl"f!E\t $A-id 't:o th'l\':j 'IIJ:rit::er, ·rhen you h111.vu I)Olltf:'lct.e~tl oheokit~.S 
th1a tJai"'r'r elthett hmtl it t& the 'Wl"i.t.r or :wa.U lt 1tl. tht- attached self• 
i!i!iddnlf:!~d envel;pGt. 



QUESTIONNAIRE 

• • • • • • • • • • * 

My lite h like the prints, whioh feet 
Ha:ve lett on Tampa,t.a desert atrand) 
soon as the r.ta!nfr:ua. aKin Siat, 
All trace wUl vanish ff'om the aand.a 
tet, ... it srteving to effaot 
All ~estlge of the human raot• 
On the lone shore loud moans the ua­
But nC!>ne alast shall mourn tor :me 1 

• • • • • • • • • • • 
, • • . •· t • • .. , • .tikt Jove • a looke awry, 
toni muaoad:l.nu 
lio0 .wrM:aie l£1ie spaoioue foreheads of r;reat pines, 
And breathe ambrosial passion from their vines. 

( ) 1 

( ) I 

( ) IS 

( ) . 
( ) 8 

( ) I 

7 



In l1\Y sl•p I was fain of their f'•llewsh:l.p, :fa.in 
Of the Li:vt-ot.ka, the arah, and. the mai.th 
• • • • • • • • • • • 

{ )10 

( )11 



n Ol"der A• P • Bill to prepare for battle." ( ) 
"Tell ,!!I~~ l!&Wi! to aclYWl.Oe the eommin•u'f trun ( ) i: 
"Let U,IJ orou \hi ri 'flltr and rest in the shadt" ( ) 14 
~ • - j ~ • ~ • • • • 

0 he:ro•U.fe that lit u.s like the aunl; 
o hero-words that g!Itterea Hie the •tars 
.And sto.od and ehone above the gloomy .wtu•a 
When the hero•lite was donel . . ~ . . . . . ' . . 

( ) 16 

Thou Land whose sun is ~one • thy a tara rel'tllldnl ( ) 16 
stilt sliGie tlie wor<!s :S at m!ne.~ure nh aee({~ 
0 ~hrioe•btloved, where•er thy great heart bleeds, 
Solaoe bath thou for paint 

Over the humped and fishy sea~, 
Oval" the Caliben eea ( ) 17 
0 .;loud. in ifii we at; Uke a thought in the heart 
Of' pardon., loose thy wing, and etart, 
And do a sra.oe tor •• 

. . . -. . . . . . . 
0 Tree' hast thou no WlmlOry at thy oore 
ot One who oomea no more? 
llo yearntlig m.emoey ol' tmse aoenu that 'ftre 
So riohly oalm •nd fair • 
When the last rays of aunnt, shlmering down., 
Flashed like a royal orGWnf 

( ) l8 

• - • i • • • • • • • 

0 x:reel against thy mighty truak he lt.1d ( ) 19 
His wea-ry bead • thy shade 

· Sttle o'er him ltke the firat cold spell ot •l••P• 
It l.•u·ou&ht a peaoe so d••P 
The unquiet panion died trom out hh •z••• ( ) 10 
As lightning trom s€it1ea si!es. 



• 

••• li if •••••• 
All down the hills of Haberaha'IJ11 

All through the valley$ o? Matt, 
'l'ht ~shee eried abide, abi'!i';"'" 
The WillfUl we.ttrwtC~~ds held me thn.ll, 
The 16\vi:ng laurel turned 'flf'l tide 1 
The ferne and the fondling graaa taid etay, 
The dewberr~·dlpp~:td for to work delay, 
And tlii ~~~~. -reela sighed abide, abide, 
Here in t!he b.U!i'Or Habersruun, 
Here in the 'Vt.lleze o! !aU, . · 

From- "The Marshes of Glynn" 

111 a world of marth that borders a world of ••.. ( ) 32 
stnueut southia.J?! am sinuous northward the ah:llmnering band 
Ot the lt.nd•'tHtaoh tasttiUII the !'riqe of the :ma.rsh to the tolde 

ot tht lN'ld.• 

( ) 33 



. ' ' •· ...... . 

• • • • • • 4 • ' • • 

• • • ~ • • f • • • • 

Now by eaeh knight that e••r bath prayed 
Tc fight like a man· and love like a maid, 
Sinoe P~brote•a life, aa Pembrokets blad~, 
I' the aoa'6'6a.rCl'i ·dea.'Eh, •s tara:.; 
.Fair lady, 

• ' • • • ' • • • • * 

ll 

( ) 34 

( ) 35 

( ) 36 

( ) 37 

( ) 38 

( ) 39 

( ) 40 



Re~~ Timrod. (1828•1867) --

aut those are eharma already widely blovmJ 
l:Iia w be tht l'l'leed whoae penGU • s traoe 
Hath teuohei ov: wry namps with ~race, 
A:nd teuni whote tiiniftil way : ' 
All S•utbern laurels b looxnJ 

".The Poet o£ the Woodlands, tt unto whom 
Al!ke· -.re krio'Wll . · ... ' 
'l'he tlu'tle's lt.r~w brea:bhin.g e.~d. the tl"Ulltpet'a tono, 

• • • • • •• • • • • • 
' ... ' ,' ,' ' 

;, • • Ill If. "' ' 4 • • • 
Yet not more e u:rely sha.ll the Spring e. wake 
me vo,ioe of tt:ood and bnke • 
Then she a hall. route, tor all her tranquill ohru'21111, 
A million men to a~. · 

( ) 61 

( ) 42 

( ) 4! 

( ) 44 

( ) 48 

( ) ,, 



Sleep ewcu~ttly in your humble graves., 
· Sleep,.. :tl'l!U"t;i!I!J 0f a .fallen oaU$flt 

Though ye:S no mAr'&ft oo!umn on:ves 
The pilgrim here to pause. 
t ll • ,., ...... .. 

Stoop, ~Mtpb_. hithtr from the skies& 
There ie no holier apot of ground 
ThAn ~ere def't~ted valor lies, 
By moumtng . bM.il£y 1n•cwneU .... 

. . . . . . . . . . '. . 
Throu(lh the oeyatal gulfs ot air, 

( ) 48 

( ) 49 

( ) 50 

( ) 51 

ll 

I l 

' 



( ) 62 

tf. "t.Nnd a tw:oea •" full of ~tat ohlet' J { ) ISS 
:h.oh' t .- oup 
I:a.b\mlbl$ JUPPl1oa:t:\.eta Uftirtg UPt 

•• It • lll •••••••• 

l:'oio<ts of' to~ «md lcnr, 
!liti"'~d~ ~!'·m• titt¥er1'iavo paned• 
t1t'e1 11D a t~~mpeet of ooea 
Hath out'blown it• ult~t" blaa'tlJ 

( ) . 54 

( ) 55 

( ) 56 

'· i \ 



( ) 51 
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The questiomw.ire waa uubmit'bed t:o one hundred ididd.uah end 

from theae one hundred.,. dxty uuabl• replies weN reu1ved 11 'rho reaulte 

a.re e;:tven in the following table. The ta.bll!l h to bo interpreted in the 

following l.'!IN'lnGr# 

A· gle.noe at· the questionnaire showe that there were fifty .. seven 
ite:ms upon whioh an opinion mu asked,. In the first ool\'llrttl. on the left 
is found the number of the quotatlo:rh Oolu:mn. 'bwo gifts tho nuiber of 
persons who oalled. the quotation Loeal Co1or1 ool'Um tlul'ee the ll\:U:lber- ot 
pe:'l'sons oalling it Seotionalism, mi oo!Umn tour Will be .found tho 
number of persons oa'I:r!ng r:b ne'ither Loo&.l Oobr nor Seotion.llllism, and 
column five gives the number of pereo~o-ara-not a~pt !£. Column; 
six to nine · inolusi ve give the rewl t in terms of per oent of agr$ement 
with a. possible perfect of 100 per oent. 

Looking at quotation I • 

"MY life is like the print•• which feet 

Have lett on !amfa • e desert atran.dJ" 

it will be seen that firty ... six persons in oelUllttl two add the underlined 

words were Looal Oolort or \inS.3 per cent in agreement as found in oolUl'lm -
dx. Oolumn three shows that no person st-.t.a that the underl:tn~d it.m 

•• seotionaliem,. ox- 0 per oent. In oolumn four it h found that three 

persons:~ or 5 per cent, thought the underlined. 'WCiJrd.t neither Local Oclor 

nor Seotionalism. It will then be uen by oolumn five that one penon, or 

1+67 per oent, did not attempt the liUUJ'Mill'• '!'he total or columns two to 

six totale sixty, whioh was the number of replies reotind. The per oent 

of agreement as found in columns six to nine inclusive in each oaae will 

be as olo•e to 100 per oent as it 11 convenient to r1,~ it. rht result 

in the other t'Hty•liX quotations ill shdWll in like :manner, 



TA.BI.B I 

.~ usm:.~ ra qum.nan:AmE 

1 2 s 4 5 6 "1 8 9 10 

: !!:otm;t;ap of !P~t 
~ S_,tl«l- . tfet ; I..ecal Section- ·!f4t ~ 

It.: We. -~~1~~---~li~----~-;..~!._A~~-C.l~--- .alba._ .~.i~ J;t~ -~ 
1 S8 0 I 1 9Sd$ 0 ~ Ld'l 100.00 
2 45 $ 11 1 n.oo 5.00 Dd$ 1.S7 lOC.OO 
3 H % 29 S -40~ 3~ 48~ 8-U 98.99 
4 M 8 18 0 H.ST U.D 10.00 0 100:.00 
6 T %4 %4 5 ~ 40.00 40..00 S..SS 100~00 
6 t IS U 0 16.00 SLU lld'l 0 . 100.00 
T 45 U 3 1 ?5.00 lS.SS 5.00 1.6'1 100.00 
s 1 31 n 1 l.trr 61.67 ss.oo l.ST mo.o1 
9 10 46 I 1 16.m' 16.61 5.,00 1.11 lOOJll 

10 52 6 0 2 86dT 10.00 0 S.$1 100..00 
n s 21 u 2 u.a 4&.oo u.u LSi ft.w 
u a n a 2 es.oo u..ss u .. ss z..ss 99~99 
1S :1'1 11 8 $ tl.ST 20,.00 l~.J3 5.00 100.00 
14 u s sa 4 ao.oc 10.00 a.3S a.GY 100.00 
li 5 !4 31 0 &.$5 40.00 51.61 0 100.00 
11 1 45 "' 1 11..6? 1'5.00 ·11.61 1.-8T 100.01 
1'1 JO t " 0 tn.OO 10..00 40.00 0 100.00 
u 14 1s s> 1 23.33 2s.oo m.oo 1.tr1 :roo.oo 
19 11 14 S2 3 18.33 . !S.$3 53.SS o.OO S9.99 
a 12 9 20 19 · ao.oo 1s.oo u.1s n.6? roo.oo 
n 10 14 sa ' l6.n u.ss a.ss s.61 100.00 
22 sa s s o asM a.ss · s.oo o 100..00 
u n 4 24 1 m..e1 s.s1 to.oo l.S'l 100.01 
24 48 4 6 2 80.00 6.61 10.00 3.33 100.00 
25 ST s 20 o 41..61 s..oo •~ e 1oo.oo 
26 21 J 36 0 ss.oo s.oo so.oo 0 100.00 . 
2'1 56 1 S: 0 H.U .. ··" 1-e? 5.00 0 100 .. 00 

.. 
(1) 



' ~ 
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COMPILED RESUL!'S OF Q'OES!IomiAID 

l. % 3 4 1 --- -, 9 
------ ------

10 
: h!'&tmbp ef .!g!~t 
t"' Looal· Sectien- ltat LGoBl S~i~ Bet 'Percent-

I~ J'o. Color ali.: liEd.~ A~t tiol.O? alia .. ither A~ ap 

28 51 1 1 l 15.00 l.eT l.f5T 1.6? 100.01 
%9 28 4 a 2 -u.s' S.ST 43.3$ 3.$3 100.00 
so 49 l ., s n.SY 1.57 ll.ST .5.00 100.01 
$1 52 2 1 5 86.61 $..$3 l.IT a~u 100.00 
52 28 ? 21 2 4GJ!il 11..6? 38.-D s.u 100.00 
D l li 40 8 l.ST 26.61 a.s., $.00 100..01 
H 0 39 18 $ (} as..oo 30.00 5.00 100.00 
35 0 43. 15 % 0 n.a1 gs,.oo 3.13 100;,.00 
S6 0 Sf !0 s 0 61.67 33..33 5.00 lOt)•.oo 
3'r () 29 26 5 (t 48.U o.ss s .. 33 9~l..9!1 
sa 1 35 19 5 1.47 58:.33 31.67 8 .. 31. 100-.llO 
$9 Z1 1% 12 9 45..00 20-.00 20.00 15.00 100.00 
40 2 gs 29 4 S.l3 41.67 48.33 e.e"l 1.00..00 
41 35 u 10 4 55:.00 21.67 16.67 e.s7 100.01 
u 45 u 1 s T!U)O 13.53 1.61 5.00 100.00 
~ !4 8 ·u T 66.6? 11.33 lS.$5 u~sv 100.00 
H 4 4T 6 ~ 6.$7 ?8-.SS 10~ ~ 100.00 
45 2 55 % 1 ~ 9l.~t01 s.u l.GT 100~00 
46 1 54 25 ! 1:,.61' ss.sv 38.33 3..$1 100.00 
41 4 45 8 $ $.tiT . ?$..00 u.u 5.00 100~ 
48 17 31· :s ' !6.,$S et.av 5.00. .$.00 100.00 
49 9 48 g 1 15.00 00..00 s.ss l.ST 100.00 
00 4 48 1 1 6.61 oo.oo 11.$'1 1.6'1 100.00 
51 18 37 1 4 so~ 61.6'1 1~1 1.6'1 100.01 
52 26 n ~2 1 45.53 lS.SS &6.6'1 1.67' 100 .. 00 
ss 21 4 29 6 ss..oo 6.6'7 u.s~ 10.00 100.00 
~ 0 21 S7 2 0 35.00 a1.a1 .s.ss 100 .. 00 
55 49 4 4 s 81 ... 67 6.6? 6.6'1 5,.00 100.01 
m 1 55 1 s l.-.61 91.6'1 lw.67 5.00 100.00 
51 6 52 0 z 10,00 86~.61 6 s 33 100.00 

Total tm nw fii um !t::M D:S9 15.-M 1'!5!· 100.00 .... 
-4 
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CHAPTER III 

. INTERPRETATIVE ANALYSIS 

~].'be gre~test agre~nnent, 95 p&r oent; •• on the following quo• 

. tation, whioh 1 e J.nmiber twent~-;~iiht in tht serha. 

#All down the valley ot Hall" -
Both writer and director ·Of this thesis ~onsidered it LOoal Oolor, 

That person 'Who considered it neither Local Color nor Seot1onaliem, -
probably ns not familiar with the underlined word "Edl" and negleeted 

to use the dictionary or some other aouroe of inf'ol"lJl.ation. The diot:Lonary 

shows it to be a csounty i:n Georgia., and since the inetruotione with eaoh 

questionnaint were quite epeoitio on this point, it cannot be anything but 

Looal Color~ AOeo:rding to the instructions furnished,, there oould be no 

reason whatsoever for its being cla.ssU'ied e.s Seot:lonalilllt, and a.dheren<Ht 

to instructions eahould have prompted a dif'terent answer. 

Number twen;tl"'seven ie e. quottttion from the aame poem .. 

"All dO'Wn. the h1lb of :r:tabersham." 

Ninety-three and three te~the per cent agreed that it was tooal Color. 

The reeJ.eon £or cne peracm.fs calling it sectionalism and three t~J.ying th&t 

:lt was neither Seotionalimn nor Looal Color is no doubt due to the r-easons ----------· ---- . 
advanced for the erroneou1 olassifioat1on of item twenty.eight. 

What is truf.l aa to item twentY""'eight h abo true f.s.to :J:t;e-m :number 

one • where again the writer oalled :1. t Lood ~· In this 1netanae the 

underlined words were "T•n~P$.'S desert strand•'t and although a greater 

j 



11 

number wtn in aooord on their disagrt.11eraent, 6 per oent, it atill is LOM1 

Oolor., ii' inatruot:tone an :f'oll¢1:W$d., dnat "Tilllpa." b a defb:d te plt.Ot • 

Fifty•:f'ive ot the poaeible sixty oalltd aeleotiona ro~tivo ~d 

!1ft~six Seotionali~M, 

*'Ob. h.tlp us; to~d~ to roll the or~:.m.l!lcm f10QA 

8aek on itt Oil.Hu•se, and while our banners wing 

(45) liorthward• strike with ud till the goth ahall olixlg 

To 'hil 'O'U\ blasted altar•atonea, and oraw 

Me:roy," 

• • • • • • • • • • • 

(66) 

'*turl the :aa.nner, softly, e!lawlyl 

1'N&'b it gently•it b holy, 

For it droopa above the dead, 

Teuoh it not•untold it nevert 

Let 1 t d.ro&p thtu:·• , furled to rever • 

For its pctople•s hopes are fled&" 

Obvic:msly., both ref'leot Seotionali•• since in both ca.••• the nf'ereo• ls 

tc:mard l:lth• lost oe.uee,'* ana 1n the instructions tut'llished 111.11 0&1$8 ot 

attitud11s emd feelings were to be labeled Seotionalim. 

~ro h absolutely no gtotnada tor olasdt.yi.ne thtae teltotS.ona 

Local color., e.s no speoifio pl.e.oes or thin&• are mentiOJUlld,. ~ tht ln­

struotione plainly reetr1cted the term to speoU'io plate• o~ thin&•• 

Obviou•lr the two persona who called the first quote.t:lon n.e1thor toea! 

col0!" nor Seotiomt11tm, and that Qnt per•on 'Who tud.d the tUlle ot the •••,•4 



In 'bhe followi:ns quotation. num.ber fitteen- aa.,e per OCJ.t ae;reed 

that itwaa Local Color. 

"In 'fJt1 sleep I •• fain of their fellowship, t"ain 

Of the I,.i ve Oaks 1 the m&:rsh 6\nd the mfdth" 

S:lx peroona called the tm.d.el'U.ned. words "Live .Oak•" Se<ltiona.lifPD., tor 
'fl ~ ..... 

wbieb there aecama no e,;cot'l.le, beo-.use the thlf'initio:n .of Looal Color as 
, _ r 1 l'ltqitiJU 

given in the iruatnctiona is quit• olM.r on thh p.oint. The identical 

•f!m "Live Oalclil" ni giyan as an example.. For those 111ix peraone, or 10 

per cent,. wbo called it Sti#otiODa.U.am, there b dmply nothing to be S$.5-d. 

exoept th.,t they 111utem una.bl• to follow inetl'tlctionlh 

The same number of J!EIFIO».a we.J>e also in agree:ttl$n.t on Sectionalism 
• ' Ui It NilE. ~ _ • ~;iL II 

1n number .!l:rtr:aeven. The quotation h trom the poem 11 !Jlhe sword ot 

Robert lh L•••" t.tld it would seem that the titlCI of the poem fro.., wbi~h th• 

quotation is taken would a;ive oat a hint aa .to what to look tor, The 

thought of' the poem is that of ~the lost oauee," and. 1 t 11 C!>bv1otutl:~ Sec• -
understand or- to follow instruot1ons. WhUe the evtQl"c1 would be a speei:t1o 

object, aworde are mo3t oertainly not peoUli&r to the South. It is itlterest• 

ing tCJ observe that thie f(uotation ia we o£ two in the· entire serief whioh 

no one ola.uified. a.s neither Looal Color ~o:r f!eot1ouliam. 
~ ' • l Sf 

Itt:m number .t~ix:tz•!!! is eu.otly the some 1u1 number ~&·llli§ht, 

e.n4 ~t fivo f'n<":r P"Opl.e.agree4 that it •• too&l oolor!ll Ant ainoe flve ---
41d not attept it, :there weH at:111 three 'Who M.d fAl:rtady ola.slified. it 

&I ,;,!?.!~ .9~;o.~• who were th1e timG unable to elaalllify it prope:vly. Evidently 

thGty wtl!'t not tollow:tng the th0ught1 tinoo they o.U1ed it •iahtly Looal 

Oolor in the t1rat 1ntrta.noe • 

. '• 



!hirty-on'e aln agrte<l thl.t · the word "Georgia" !.a number t,wc:tl"" 

~was too-.1 CQlor, For those five people, or a.sz per oent, who oalled. 

it Seeti~na.'tiam, the w:riter otters no excuse. It h true thAt "G•of1iA" 

is a seo~lo~ of the S&uth• but if they called it Seetionali~ tor that 

rea11on, ther utterly Utr.garded 1nstrullt1ons, as did tho•• three no said 

1 t wa :n.e!ther L$'0$:1 ·Color ·xror Sectionalism. --
Eie;htr·cm.• 'and lhty-aeven hundredtht per oent f.CNM 'l;h&t 'l'llt?-

tfi.t1ons :nwrib&:red 'thtriz lu1d. • fittz"".!l!! wen Looal Oolor. J•u thirty it 

the same ·a.a n'Wil'b~nt tWentr,sevtn, and yet four more people ot\.lled it neither 

one tlum ft& ·the -oase b. number twent~se'Vf.ln• The •em• per1on who oalled 

it Sect~:onali.nl in· nUmber twenty•et'V$11 oallet 1t the s.- in thia cme. Four 
. . -

people were oeriail:lly 'tareleSJJ in their thinking, · It!. number fi£!l•.!!!!,t one 

needs cm.:ty to ·retell' again' to the instruoUCi»!11t The quotation h t 

"Whtre yonder ~alP!;nf in hh natural MM1 

Tht ~th Uu.rd.; •ll hh •rmour on," 

Fe.iluro to re:tel" to a diotio:ne.ry is evidtnt, and the average protes111or 

would probably have more respect for·those who did not attempt a elassiti­

oation, than. for· those four who oe.lled it neither ~-O<~lor nor seotl.ena.l• 

i.s:rn
1 

or t<i>r those tou:r who oe.lled !t Seotions.lisnh -
Forby .. eight ptr1ons oa1ltd the word. '1muloa<:U.ne,t• in n\a\ber ~tz­

tour, Local Oolo:r• which is in aooord with the opi%1101'1 of' the mter m4 - -d1.1"9ator" ll·.r~ 11 &blolutely .no apoloe;)" to !llll\ke tor those throe prac:m.a 

'Who oall•d it seot:i.OflAlhm• it 11 dmply another 11lulllt-tiC~. of' n.ot rea.d­

ing and follQW1n& intstruotionh · It iG po~ud.bb to oonoti"'fe tba.t ldx peeple 

who eaid that it wu neither one, oould haw heard ot the word deulh to be 



tamilia.:r nth it and. without ohocld.n; up, hUed. to a1~tc1att 1t with 

tho south • 

. Nlnt pe~ple oalltd .number fo~tl·~. "Looa.l color ,'1vtum it h 

obviously Seot1onali •• , They did this in 1pi te of the taot111 bt the 

instruetione, al"e spedtie and definite, and '\;hat thh aeleetlon <UJI't'bdn• 

ly reveal~ the :Ct.eling~ and attitudes Gf tqe people, If a reaam oan be 

advanced for thit error, it h that it probably re•ulte4 b-011 a luk ot 

oloar undo.ratanding. o:f' the def:ln.ition fol" Loeat ·Oolor, . ot.tered in the --
In n1XIIlber ~1rt~, there b a elight e~ou111e tor aeven peoptera eall• 

ing it ntithtl; ~color nor Stothnalism. If simply the word "w.ler• 

were underlined 1t wo:ttld be nei:therJ btAt the wor.d 11d.t:fe-.te4" ia also under­

lined; whieh ..cl.4.fl. word maku the un<llerlined .1:tse refer to the Ci:ril WIU"J 

he:aoe it is SeotiotiuaUsm, Those fp 'Who odlod it ~ .2.!!!!• f!videntl;v 

111how lack of clear thinking. 

Ifwnber .!!'!. des.ls with the et.me wGrd as nwer tnn~f'our, 

"mutiH'u.~.di:ne." Yet thrJJt fewer pereona oa1led. 1t Looal Oolor than -.a the 
. --

case :tn Jlum'ber twentz•.!•~· one tner p•r•ons e.lled 1t Seotio,-.u.a. 

But elevtll persons called 1t ntS:tme:r ~ ~ ;n.or Seat1oll&111111J whertteut 

only six lllt.1d .the u.mt ot n~er twen;!:, .. £2.1!!:• 
:rt h hard t0 a.tttm}j)t to e-xplain auoh 1n•onahtenoJI.em beaa.tUIIt, a.t 

tht most .• an ~Jt~lene.t:ton would be a pnth Hm~Nwr, thtrt &tt wn~t 

items b$'twe0l!l ~and :w-ntt'"'~' and if' tbt pll"IIOXl 'Wttt not 1111H tf 

tlumbe:r two, by the tb10 h$ got to twenty-tour, he tdsht be a U. ttlt .,re 

oertt.1n. ':se!.ng i:tldift'et4tnt, he probably tdlecl to ohttk hh ani'IINr to 

number two. Ten people ude thil blundor. -
'!• 



.The ol~uif'ioatiom of n\UIIb•n•s !!.!!a• sb:tleetn• ~ ... two, IUld 

fer!l,•s•wn abo ehow ~five people, or 15 ptr oont, in a.gnu.m(!mt. 

for those who are not in agreement no new. exouaeu oa:n be advanotd.J 

appal"ently they too ha'Vt erred in 1nterpretiq batruot!.as. 

Up to 'bhb point the .wri't:er has oloeely IIIOrutiniud thote quo• 

ta.t1one upOJ:!. wb.1oh there was the greatest agreement. Jow l•t ue look: 

ail thoat~J quota.tiona whieh al"e outstanding for their laok of qrt.,.:nt, 

Nutnber twentz. ~:tanda. out by itself beoause ninett~en persona did 

IS 

not attempt it•.. The quot~tion h from "under the Pine•" by Sidney tanierJ 

and though the 'lmderlined wo:nls have a:n indirect referen~te by meua ot 

prcmouns 1 ,ther• it a statement 1n parentheses following idle titl~t of the 

poem to the effttt that the poem ia dedloatetl .to fl.W"odt· Tim.roo is a 

aouthem poet and 1'4'rta of hie work. are :bobd.e4 in the ques'M..-.A.•t:! .. re. 

Oeneequently, aoo()rd1ng to the instruotione, it muet be Local Ool~r, If 

td.nettw people, tailed to see the statement in parentheses ... ("n.dioat­

od to Heney Timrod"), then why did not some ot them guess, at the~ 

obvieuely did in other lnstanoea! 

In number three the reference was to DN.I\IO&dine vines. It' "muscadine" 

is Local Color, thin, the. same 110Uld. be 'brue of their "finefh Tm:mty-
l'!'t mn 

nine; said. lt was neither~~ nor ~~.etbntl\l~_!!S md the 'Wl'i:btJ' 

•••• how thil Gll"l.'"'~' Cl.rne. tf one nre to tlkt tht one lS:ne i:r11 v&ieh 

the underlined words ooourred, and. eet 1t apart from tho rett ot the 

tuota.tbn it vrould appear th\'uu '*And brRthe ambrodal panion troJn 

their Tinelll • « In thb oaae it would be neither ~ Color J:~Jor 

li 

' 



Sto'tion"-U.m. t"t was not the intent of tM mter tor \hil to be done,. 

bu:~ 1. t 11 quite eaey te s.te that it might be done by even an 1:ntelll&tnt 

pel"I!IGlh 

Let us tunrt l•ok a.'i:i the underlined words of' number tiventun 11 

"OalibfUl lea.w" It th-trt were a. body of wa.ttr fU'lywbere in the ~outh by 

tihis _...,. it would naturally be Looa.l. Color. But to tht ni:ber•• lmowl• -- ' 

edge• n~ trufh body of intE:~r i'!l:ld.ttl itt the South,. Yt'b 'tlhirty ptople otl.lle4 

it t~ea.l CGlor. lrht ~ .. ~QaUban" comes to us :f'rtlm. Shws·pt»~u."tt's -pbr, 

:£!!~ ,1'•~~~, .and has .beel;l. used by a number of' Englilllh and •r104\n vito-rlh 

!t ~~ therefor• net the~ ~ ~ nor seotione.li.em, and waus oo!'Hotlr 

ole.ssi:f':te4. by ~ty•tou:r.. Thh, ho'nfirt b only 40 per ctnt ot -t:hl t.tal. 

Six perso:rut were C)Olllpletely at see.. and oalled. it aeotionalhm. 

!n nwnbt:t lld§hteen, one finds the sa.me thing found: in aumber ~en'2:• 

ind1reot r.ferelillt& 1 wh:ioh 'h tooal Oolor. ,OnlY fo~etn, or U.5 per oent 
' --

ot the total, oorrtotly labeled thi.s !.tern. P'or the thirty who said it was 

nei tber tjooa.l Col.or nor seetiondhm, the writer would a\\d1Teoe the IP!fl ...._ __ 
r~sons for disag:rell»l!$llt gi:vo. in number twtn.3!:,• tn :n:IXll'ber tw&~, hO"lli'<­

evt:r, nln•teen did not attempt, whereas in ~i~h~en, only one f'tl.tled to 

-.tttmpt the ~or11ned word&t "one who oomes no more." For this ineon-

eil!ltenoy the m ter oan offer no o:ql.eaUolh 

'!'he undtrlined. worde ".f'emy nooll:," whi"h app.-r in nllll\ber ~.!Z."' 

sb would l)e rud,ther tood OoloP nor Stot!.o:r~Alhm, dnoe it muet 'btl --· --
eLgreed thll.t there 1e 210 basb tor Seottonalilll'll\, md e. temy nook •tsht 

ooour a~ere in the world, be it Qeor;ia or ~dasa1oar, Thi~·eix 

people. er eo per otnt, aSl"••d.J and mnty-one p1eph, of 215 per eat,. 



ealleti it Looa.l Co.).er. Jro:r tkoae twentY""one peopl$ it .teems a ean ot 

!;mptoper U••titio-.t1$Jl1 .lil~ca~se uy Kan•m who hat obeen-ed tht flora. 

ot his na.t1ve ·,tate ~· 'tha.t temy nooks are not oontined to the .south .. 

Tht thJI'te ptlliOXUII who ollled it Seotlcnaliam. evid~~tntly Wt):re su•sain~~;,. 

lumber :ii'Ntllitl;"'!!!!, ia a.nnher exllnp.le of imp:r~~>pe:r idt:ntitieation. 

~e underlined W(l).rd. .wa' ttdpb•rt7-" '!Wenty-e:tcht persons oaJ.led :tt J!Ol)al 

!•.l.o,£•· whioh b not the oe.qe,~ beoa.uae the d.-wb•:rry is :f'ollf¥'. 1n tt8t:cy' places 

other tha.n the. Stuth,. onl:r tw•~ty-li:t, or 415 .• 3 per o·eat, oallel .it neither 

. ~! Color nor e,,,tionaJ.iam • the oon"eot ola.a.eiti~ation_. only two call•. 

e4 it S•otiona11•• 

"By a world Qf •r•h . .-"" it obviously neither .Looal oole>11• nor Seotion­

al1lllllt ao,o:rding to the inst.-u.~tiona. gi vtnJ tho "W't'1 ter W0uld rete.r tho., 

twenty-tight persons talling it Local Colof to the inetruotions given for 

determining Lot$&:1 Color. And the:re certainly b no apecitio mareh referred 

to in the underlined ittm. Tlae mnty ... e:ts;ht people who disregarded in• 

atruotiox:us,, represent 46*6 per a.ent of the total,. 

In nuxnbtr fif'!l; ... two 1 the underU.ned words were "South wind•" Sinoe 

the queat1onnatre oonoe:r:ned itsG'lf with the South.- one misht apeet aome 

to oall it Local Ool&I'J and tw~ty-dx aot~lly did.t However. it 11 pos• 

dble to have a south wind 1n Slwlght.i or Quebec, ae tl1e twe:nty•two pe&ple 

who called it neither Looal Color nor Seot:l.ouliPt were evidently aware. 

tet it be a~:l.d that the writer wae highly gratified with the re•ult~ ot 

the above reaponae, d.noe the werd.1 underlined wer. dedgned1y eho1en to 

test the oonshtenoy ot those answering the queqtionna:l.re. Jlltvtn oalled 

1 t Seotio)'.W..lisro.11 d.e111pitut the :raot that a. moment • s d.eU.bera:thn ahould have 

auured a. aorreot response, 



II 

The 'l:ttl.detl:l.ned word !II "£roun\\\ s~ra" 1n l'!.ttllber ~three prtaent 

another ease where di "ri i1 on of opinion b pn.otioallr inert table, 'rht 

writer ani d.inotor of thh thuh failed to acne on tht proper idc'td:ty 

of it. A• tar aa the wfl'ds "ground stars" a.re: oonoernel!l, 11M reteJ'9¥10e it 

probably te tlowet'S,.but.Whether it is a peouHar U.ttl"U'y expreed•• or 

e.otue.lly a definite ft•er, the writer ba.J failed to d.i.IIOO'Vtl"t hul litUidl• 

ton Rayne probably lmn 1 and the peeple of tl'l.e south in hb day probably 

lm•f but for the writir it remains an enigma•· If there 111 e. dtt:lni'tt 

"1round star"· tlower t. then mnty-alx peoplt nrt ri;gh'b, 'b1rii wore proba,ll>ly 

gueui'!li• If thel"Ct is no auoh flower, then twenty-nine people are right, 

tl.M alae as the re•ult of a .gueslh Four aalled it seottona.Ue, In the 

eitef!l'; ophaion, the item ehould Mt have been inoludtd in tho caueation ... 

:tn this ohe.pter, the writer bas -.ttelliPted to uke an fll.nalyd.s of the 

variou• causes for agree~t and disagr1ement. To·-.ttempt to explain W-nr 

people do things, upeo:l~tlly to explain the anSVf'e-re. they give in ·experi• 

:menta of this kind, h Uke looking for the fourth di:m.ene:lon. It suoh ex• 

plana. tiona 'Were pou:l.ble 1 the nUl'llber of btdaohte experienoed. on the part 

or teachers of 11 torature 'WOUld. be grntly reduced. t:rewewr, tor the 

purposes or olaasitioation, tht reasons for disagreement haY$ bten divided 

into four general ol.aUth Table III di ndea the oaullllt8 for dinsrtftltlllnt 

e.e the 'Wl"'i tar Utili them. In the tablt thott perso:ruJ not ailttJilpti:na; lul.n 

been disregarded. 
In arriving at the f1t£Ut'elt the writer ha.a taktn llltT41tr&1 U'bertie111, 

as previously stated. But generally apt~akinl• the nust• t~~;r 4bagreount 



in eaoh oe.ae. aeem plausible.: It is qui to plaud'ble to MUl'lilllll tlhl.t hi.« 

people properly .identi.ti•d oerte.in 1 tems they W'Ot\14 h&ve edled thn 
'. 

tooal Color;, ,1n,atead o:t la'belin& them neithet t.ooal Oolor nor Sttthw ... - --
:him. ,.·It is reall!onabllll ,11\lao to usume that oalUn,; aometld.n.& :r.o.lll Odor - --
a1;1d, two. Un.et l~t~r, b ·the same poem referrin& to the SlUr$ ita aa Stuttioa• 

~lit!:, :represents -.rke.d .':iinoonshtenoy. ln dividing; between !!! ~J!I. 
and I!7abilit;t .!2, Follow Inet~otions, the writer admits that 'bho li.lw b 

d~ mon !'~ely. <R~ver1 ainoe. cnt might imply tht other, the obviO\lll• 

ness of the llltl$\d!l" h,._s .'been. used as a bade ot di:t'feHntiatia1 thote 'm<uat 

gl11.r!ng Abagli'e~nts being oal~td taok .2! ,~i~~· 
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'*' 
i!i ::::;; l: hi\· .. : ;rj:n:n-ttr,-n 'M :'!A -~ 

' 
61, 

tn th.l •:bow ta'bl• t1'1t" a.ppear a.ppannt tnconliatenoiee U1 t(l)tale, 
,at ln number twtnt;r-tour.- fi'l:i• is• howewr11 not .a inomutiatiM'f dnoe the 
person chHk1tte the item, 1ft ea-.rtnc i:n e.grllf~W~~nt, a.lao o0lmlitto4 anotht, 
l)t'l"Ot 1:ly 'bt111$ b.Gcmdatu'b. 

'i 



FINDINGS AND OONOLUSIONS 

!rhis e~udy has been extrmely 1ntonst1ng1 'both to' the writ$r · GUid · 

to the dil"eltor. tU:aoe any siludy is poasibly we$.k in oertain Q:f its 

phases, it would be well to look fi,..i!t at :tho weaknesseS. tn the present' 

•tudy. !,11 a tea.oher h one of the b.rser Ka:nse.s high tJOh0ols• ol!"i.tic:bed 

eertd.n ot the quota.idcm.s itt the quest:tonn&iH on the grounds ilbt they 

'lfet"e too brief• 1,· a auperiot' •tudent and Ent;lish major 11 made. tho same -
critiotinJJ.• As •r be seen from Tablt I!, pa~.p eighteen, A erred tw.ntZf!'" - ' 

01'Ull timea and :s ened. twanty.tbree times. In tourteeu ot the items, • -
ajetrlty ot the :peraone answering the qucu~tionna.ire were not of the same · 

opinion as the writer and. dlreotor. ot tbeae fourteen variant 1 temt 1 it 

must be note that four ot tlwm. weJ"e clue to a failure to diatinau:hb 

between a a;enen.l and a. apeotfio ter:m; tor esamplt, suoh words a a "'dw-

The ietond weakness the wx-1 ter believes the projeot to !have is a · 

la.ok ot eol'!l8 :me'bhod b;y whioh the pe1'ton a.n..-.ring the questian:n.aire could 

alauity his agreement or l•ek of e.greeme:nt. If te>M tuah provial<:m had. 

been worked c:ntt, i'b would haw ne doubt greatly redueed the numbtr of dil• 

agre~enta due to tmproper thinking and in•onsiatenay. 

The thirc!l wa.knesa Whioh th• questionnaire poaaesaem is a le.ok of 

aome. tpeo1f:to instrua'b:lona regar41ng aettain worda and phrasea t:~pon which 

an opinion ne ••teed. It those peGple ohaold11g the qwut1cmnrd.rea had been 



told to look b. :bhe dto'bione.ry or IE>llle other sou:ro<t, .,-:~:wn nMI'Ulaaey, ror 

items they did· nf.:lt Wldera:ta:nd, there woul(l. have undoubtedly been len 

guesdnga for · inatuo~e 1n 'ibh$ · oue of the words , ttMabtn'~sham" and "liall. 11 

However 1 to gue.rd agai;ms.t g\(leU:tng would prob-.bly have l),een to inn te more 

severe o<mllutquece~t the. idivid.ue.ls answeri.na; tho questionnaire, 1n 0011• 

sulting 1!10'1:1JtOGIS might have li>em led to rely on tome juc1pntnt other thu. their 

mm.. Thi!ll would M.vtt in:validated the whole proo.eeal! 

!e:te:renoe 'iso !'able· IU led the wn te:r to eonolude tha.t &(),1'!\G hglilh 

students ~<I t~Hl!Ghen ue to ll'tad words with U ttle a.ttenti&n te tlw eig• 

nifioe.noe of these words. There weJ!e 1,16:5 d.itu11.g:reomtats 1 whith ia ali&}ltly 

more then ~1 pe:r cuuat ·•f the ~adble :total of 101260 ditaagre•m~tu'ltlh As will 

be :bunedia.telr aeen• ·thb iltn.,.greemtnt b u:mpe.n.tively 1Ml1• !hue reaul ta 

abe tend ~o validate the ,aomewha.t arbitra.ry standArdt nt up 't>y the writ•l" 

and the director. one oannot he1p wonderinc "W'ha.t the ptr cent tf. error woul4 

have betn had it been poaaible to make the questi0ttnalre oonto~ more oloaely 

to stdotly objeetbe standards-. 

'l'he writer· tunbor oonG·ludes tha:t: approd.ately 23 per ocmt of the 

perilous .mrwtring cU. ell not toll« inetruet1oxus. The instruotioxus as to what 

to do ed wbla.t :n&t te do 'Wtre as dtfitdte as the writer fts able to ake 

them. In spite ot thit 1 nine persons ad:dtd eO'I!tl1!ltnta, nile t<Nl"tetn !xusht­

ed on m;1v1ns an urn:r where no msw•r wu asked tor. l!laturally, umoh 

gratm.itoua 1rSo~~io:n J\nd wll-meant e.dv:loe held 't(l) 'be dhregardoll. One 

person used question. marks in two plaoea inetea.d of the letters ~lltd for 

in the 1nfJltJ"utiftlont. From th1111 it would ue:m that the quntiCinll&ire waa 

inte:reeting, and that those ptr.sona who dh~aarcled in1truotiont in thh 
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oonn.eotion are d~eere :lh 1ilheir endeavor •. Aooordblg to Dr• J,. J,. .. BrO'tllll,~ 
Di'reote.r of the Grad:uate D:l.Tia:l.on at Emporia. State Tea.ohe:ra College,, people 

eentribu'be n••• ao'b caal'led tor 1n a queat:1.onna1re i'o.r tft l'tlasonst· 

tiret1 .. bNauae the q.ueat;ll.OfUUd.n ta ohulensing,. and. second, because it 

:reetriots.. It is i:lhe opinion of the wrS:ter·tha.t it;, b th~ pl'eaent •tudy •. 

aAditi<mal 1n:f'ormatio'A ••• added beoa:use of either·ot the above rea•one,. it 

would: probably be beea.u.ae of tlh.t la tiu''•· . 
!he wrUre:t attempted to. asoertai·n to what extent thct>le who anewer· 

questiemud.rea 4hregard instt"Uoti·ona · by volunteer~ng add.:t tional i:atonna.tion,. 

but ther•· is no s-.tiatyt:ng evidemoe· on thh questi'on.. D.r •. H •. E. Soh1'II!UI:Im012 

ot the Ehl:teau o:t Ed.uoational HMIIII'Ul"E!Itnents at Emporb .. State rewhera Colle&• 

stf.'tet that 1!1 g•ne81 t~ number ot persona .d:1srep~dittg 1nsttuctioxi.e rune 

rather hi &hill· RCJWtvet •· the nU1nbtt' «<is regarding wr:ttten :1nstruotiona h ecm­

aid.en.bly :f'GW$r ·'bban those cU.sX'egarding oral uuatnetio:as.. It app$1.ra then, 

that 28 per oent who diarega.J"ded inatruetione in· this pl"'jeot are not out of 

lint w1 th results to\U\l.d in ether studies. 

It 11111 peuible that the tailure ·of eeveral to heed the inetruoid.ou•, 

and the tendenoy of others to volunteer ad.41tiontl infol"lll9.ticm, were due tc 

a lack ot sla:r:1.ty :ln eel"'tta.in. parts .of the questionnaire. This ie not ex• 

tre:rntlY. probable however, si.nee 6'7 per oent did. obeok th• queat1onne.1re 

without adding further 1nformat:ton. A :tunher oanvass ot th• answers re• 

voals that those persons volunteering information »ot oalled tor 

l Statement made in an :1nterv.tew,. May 10 1 1938• 

2 Statement made in an i~terview, M&y 10,. 19313. 



am 
failed to shew' a higher percentt.gc of' agr•ement with Table II than thos" not 

volwteering intorma. t:ton • 

· one e.annot help oonjeeturing what would han:·'b~on the :result or aueh 

an experiment au this, had those person:• a.niW'tring the ques;t:iol'l.1:'l6lire been 

personally direotl!ldl yet it is perteotly oleAl."' thlt, smoh a method would have 

.been phyd.ot.lly :bn~oJIItibl~h. It would. have been di:£'t:loult to gather ~ WJr'f' 

large eom:petent croup together at ont~ time. Usually, personally ... supe:rviaed 

groups are used where timt: consumed in: anlm'ering is a. .factorJ thb was not 

the oaae in this experiment, the parson Who checked the.queetiannaire having 

as muon time as was netdeui.. 

In. hi a study ·or the ret'W."ns the writer :tcnmlt no .oone>lusi "ftt evidence 

ot oollaborat!.on • 

. The writer ctonol ud.ts from. this study that there is apparent need for 

more attention to the X!)!)aning of oontent in the teaching or Engl:teh ... 

the writer should like veey muoh to see a. . study similar to this one 

oonduoted in the tield of English Romant-ic poetX"'y. !t is the wrl:ber•s 

opinion that En;liah. poetry ia muoh mon descriptive than is Amerioan poetry. 

Finally; although the nwriber ot apparently inexoue&ble blunders is 

at first somewhat disheartening, when the total number of actual blund.ere 

is cheoked against tlult total pon1b1lity of error, the ptl'"<h~ntage ia 

strikingly sm.all. The writer th0roto:c'Q :f'etlt justified in conoltding that 

the teaching of oollege EnJlish, with reference both to its content and 

:tonn~ i; of' a :lliUQh b111tter quality than some of the noisy orit:los would he.ve 

ua believe. 
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