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CHAPIER I
THE BTATEMENT OF THE SUBJECT AWD LIMITATION OF TERMS

Lyrie poetry mey be ssswed to have wide Inberpretative powors.
It wmay interpret the author himself without weference %o time mnd placa,
or it may interpret o partioular soene, locstion or avents Decavse of
the muaionl or rhytheionl guality whioch the neme lteelf implles, 1t is
probubly more reedeable than other types of poetry for the greatest
number of peoples. The atudﬁ sould be spprosshed fyom twe sngleay
firet, the ability of the suthor to convey or interpred ‘wl particular
- poensy sesond, the abillty of the student to inbterpret the soene ws it
iw found 4in the poems TH Ss the latter spproasobh whiah the writer hes
wede o the problem to he studied,

the field of Ameriosn Litersture was chosen because it is not
as generally well lnown as 48 the field of English Literaturs and hence
i less lisble to encourags ¥he use of some other scholarts interpre~

ﬁmim rathay than oneta own,
Limltatlong

The field was limited 4n the first plsse @ Southern poetrys
It 1o true thet the term Southern sennot be applied to spesifis geow
graphical bounderiws, but lnselsr as thle work is oconserned it is to be
applied to that seotlion of the United Stetes, which durlng the period



the writer hes ‘ahman,_ passed through e sovial and econmomic upheaval into
a modern American soenes Obviously, any sympathetioc treatment of the
"lost eause™ properly would be salled Southern.

In the seoond plecs, the fisld has besn limited to the nineteenth
sontury for two reasonas (1) the first poet of any consequence from the
sﬁuth was Edward Coote Piakney,l« and (2) there were scarcely any poets of
sonsequence enywhere in the nited States, let alone the Mut’h,' by the end
of the 1 Qontuvy.a Literature was expressing itself in forms other than
. iyrir; puetry.v From the statement just mede it must not be understood that
there were no poets or poetry at the olose of the century, In the main,

, hmvw, thare wes lack of interest or at least oonmtribution in this field.
I% may be assumed from the asbove statements thaf the field natmlly'falls
i{nteo a nineteenth century division, and with this aaszmptioﬁ‘tha writer
believes the student of Americsn Literature will agrees

As & further limitation, no poetry was oonsidered whioh was not
written by & poet natlve to the Bouths The *:ahn- "native" is to be inter~
- preted in the following senses those poets who were boyn in the Seuth and
who aleo did & major part of their oreative work in the South. Only reoogm=
nized leaders in the field were considered. These leaders were selested
in the following mannery the iwadu. of thirty representative apllepge and
university English departments were asked what anthology they used.in the

1 porn 1802 ~ Died 1828,

% grant Ce Knight, Americen Literature and Culture (New Yorks Rey
Long and Richard 8mith, Ind,, LO82), P« SO0
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teaching o£ Ameriosn Literature, Heventsen replied, éhw‘ing six different
books belng used,® Those Southern poets who appeared most freguently in
these anthologies and atill oame within the preceding limitatlons were cone

sidered as leaders, PFollowing are the poets by name:

Richard Henry Wilde 17891847
- William Gllmore Simmg - 1808-18T0
Bdward Coote Plokney ‘ 1802-1828
Henry Timrod o 18291867
- Paul Hamilton Hayne 1831~1886
Abram Joseph Rysn \ 1839-1886
Sidney Lanier - * 1842-1881

One might ssk why Bdgar Allen Poe was not inoluded in the above list.
Ho hes been omitted beomuse he falls to qualify as one who did & major por=
tion of his work in the South: TFor the same reason the negro peets of the
latter part of the century were omltteds The writer made a diligent search
for native negro poets, inasmuch ss & great deal of the folk-lore of the
gouth is built around the negro; hﬁt- he failed to find one mnegro poet of any
sonsequence who same within the limitstions thet heve been set upy In this

soaroh for negro poets who might qualify under the 1imitations, the writer

5 osoar Carglill, American Literature - A Peried Anthology
Norman Foerster, AMeriosn FoeLry and Frose ‘
Jay B Hubbell, Amériosn Lite in IIterature
Jones end Lelsy, Ohlef Amerioan AULhOXS .
ghafer Robert  Americsn Literature
Snyder end Martin, “__K Hook \ &1‘ Amerioan Literaturs
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uged Johnson's outstanding colleotion of negro pc.mtry,“‘ which inoludes the
work of Paul Lewrenoe Dunbar,

Further limltations which were used will be found in Chapter 1I,
whan the mathod of procedure is explained.

% James Weldon Johnson, The Beok g_( Amerionn Negro Poatry (New York:
Haroourt Brace and Compeny, 1982}«




OHAPTER 11
THE METHOD OF PROCEDURE

An elght puge questlonnaire was useds It 18 presented in 1t'e
entivety in the following pages.« It wes submitted 4o both high school .
and oollege teachers of English, and to advenced students in the field,
The poems included wers chosen arbitrarily by the writer with the assiste
ance of the direstor of this thesls.

The instruotions furnished with each questiounaire constitute
Purther limitations upen the general subject as dlsoussed in Chapter I.

The following is en exsot gopy of the guestlommeire used:

This cheok list 1s submitted to gather ilnformation for a ¥Wester's
thesia on the following subjeot: A Study of the Interpretative
Ability of Emglish Students and Inglish Temohers, ag Revealed in a
Survey of Certein Lyrlc Poatry of the South.

Below are listed parts of stansas, or oompleted stanzas, all of
which are taken from the poetry of certain Southern poetss At the end
of euoh line oontelning underscored words are paranthasea in whioh you

- are to place identificatlon as follows:

l, 1If yau aonsider the underscorsd word or worda as au indloation
of Loocal Color, indioate by plaoing the initials L. €. in
parenthases,

2+ 1If you consider the underscored word or words ae an indloetion

of Segtionaliem, indieuto by plecing the initial 8 in
parenthauss,

3+ If you oomsider the underascored item neither Losal Color nor
Baationalium indismte by placing the letter X Ih parenthesss .

I the untira quotetion iz underlined, the parentheses at the
right is intended for the emtire quotation,
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yor your inforustlon the following definitlons ero to bo consldered

a8 & dofinite wemna of dlstimetion, and all dietinotions whould ba
based upon thome ‘

“eotlonalism « Sopthing that may be taken az obvlously sntorproting
The philonophy, feelinga, stiltudes, embitions or desires, of people
whe Live in the Soubhe :

& .
TeEy Tothe Bouths For exsmple; Oska sro not found sxolusively im
the Couth but Live (ks are, (mrshes sve Pound everywlere, Lub
"yarahes of Clynn" relers te a specific warsh.

Losel Color = Any referense to specific eobjeets, or visoes whioh are

Your oooperation in merking this list will be greatly apprecisted and
will be of prest sld to the writer, “hen you heve sonplated oheeking
thia paper, sither hand it te the writer or mall 4t in the atbeched welfw
addrepsed envelop. -

Yary truly yours,

“Jim Jay Wiloox



QUEBTIONNAIRE

Riahnrd Henry Wilde (1789-1847)

From« "Stanges”

tﬁhﬂtuwhmom

My life 15 like Lhe printﬂ, whioh foet
Have left on Tampa's desert strand)
Soon as the rIAlng T1de BHALL DOAt,
AL {rage will venish from the sand;
Yet, ug 1f grieving to efface

A1l vestige of the humen race, -

¢m the lone shore loud moans the sea~
But none alasi shall mourn for mel

Sidney Lanier (1842+1881)
Frome= "Corn"

TR I P N B SN B BN

e w 8% 4 ¢ » aw » sbike Jove's looks awry,

Long muscadines
mcﬁmaﬂsﬁu The spaolous foreheads of great pines,
And ’breathe avbrosial passion from their vines.
T gt

® % ¢ & 9 € LI T I )

t wander to the rzigsag-cornered fenoce

Where sansafras, InEronm""‘Efaa dense,

Gontests with stolid vehemenoce :

The maroh of uulturo , setting limb and thorn
B Dikes Against the army o 6 00T,

L T I

Dhspiy thy mi‘m oorwsn‘c rebukes the land
Whoae f1imgey homes, bullt on the shifting send

‘I‘hen BWe

bl on"‘f%menm of i.nuulounb'.to tiden
W%eroon SRpriolous amama ¥idens

(
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LN S TN BEE B N I R Y B
Aoross this little vale, thy continent,
To where, beyond the moldering mill,
Yon old deserted Georglan hill
Bdres €6 the sun bis piteous eged orest
And meamy bredst, ’
L NS Y N N B B RN BN I
Soorning the slow reward of patient grain,
He sowed hig henry With Ropes of swilter gain,
Thow sat Kin down &nd walted for the Faii.
Heo salled In barrowed ships of us
L To0ITsh Jhaon on & CFeAcHerous Boa,
%a}c‘m@ tThe Flésde and 1lnding miserys
alled by smooth~rippling losns, in idle trance
o lay, content ’EE&% un%%i’!ﬂ slroimatanae
'éhouw PLOVER r&r Bim the stony Ileld of Ghanee,

ing turped eaeh 11614

o a §am1§13r's hells

LI S TN T U T I A 2

In dust, in rain, with might and main,

He nursed ALS aa%%om wrsad Rls grain,
Yrotted Tor news GHAL meds him fx"%t again,
Fratehed m: ea&!»?'%em Tam of Fukure 5%1

Ta hepa or ﬁmr alike TOF ever pales

And Thus ITom year Lo year, throughiope and fonr
RGOy & GUrS6 &nd MARY B B60Fet Gear,

sw,ving Ta—vadln ms aloud ol debt to oTeer,

Frome *Sunrise"

In my sleep I was fain of their fellowship, fain
0f the Live~Oaks, the marsh, and the main.

T N N R A B N T

Oh, never the maa'b:-hi h run of the sea
BY tralfio shall hide Thee,
Hever the hell~00Lored smoke of the faotories
“Hide thee,
Never the reo¥ 61 The time's fen»politiaa
Hide thee

86, LOLNOring Grops WNO86 WOFth RO man Mignt tell,
o staksd Fis TiTs on gms oF Euy—mangai%,

Ts or Bear's altamam walle
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From= "fhe Dying Words of Stonewall Jaokson”

"order A, Pv Hill %o prepare for battle,” ‘
"rell ‘@or Hawcs to advanpe the commissary trein (‘ ) ig
"Let w§ 0F0ss Lhe river and rest in the shade” g g

TN TN ST TN R N ,
0 herc=life that 11t us like the muni ( ) 15
0 heroewords that glittered llke the stars

And gtood end shone above the gloomy wars . .

When the hero=life was donel

# B ¥ @ @& M o8 ¥ B

Thou Land whose sun is gone, thy stars remaini ( ) 18
BTIIT shine the words vhat mineture his deed.

0 thricesbeleved, where'er thy great heart bleeds,

Solase hath thou for paini '

Frome "Marsh Songeht Sunset”

Over the hvmped and fishy sea,

Ovar the Caliban ses ( ) 17
0 sloud in The webt, like a thought in the heart

of pardon, loose thy wing, end start, .

And do & greoe for me,

From= "Umior The Pine” (Dedicsted to Henry Timrod)

ISR BRSO I

0 Tree) hast thou no memory at thy core

Of One who oomes no more? ‘ ( ) 18
No Fearning memory of those scenes that were

So richly calm snd falr,

When the last reys of sunsel, phimmering dowm,

Flashed like a royal orown?

iri!ﬁ!*bl‘-d'ﬂ

0 Tree} against thy mighty trumk he lald ( Y 19
His weary head; thy shede
. 8tole o'er him like the first cold spell of sleep:

It brought o pesse 8o deep

The unquiet passion dled from out his oyes, ( ) 20
As lightning from 8 od BKloBs



Froms= "From The Flats"

0 might I through these tears |
But glimpse some hill my Georglas high uprears, ( ) 2l
Where white the guarts and pink the pebble shine, ( a2
fhe hickory heavenwerd strives, the musoadine ( ; 23
Swings o'er the slope, the onkfs far<felling shade
Darken the dogwood in the bottom glede, §

And down the hollow from a ferny nook
Bright leaps a living brook] -

From= “The Song 0f The Chattahooochee"

25

& 6 & 6 ¥ & 4 0 ¥ 4w

A1l down the hills of Habersham,

A1l through the velleys ol Haell,

The yushes aried abide, sbide,

The willful wetsrweeds held me thrall,

The laving lsurel turned my tide,

The ferns and the fondling grass sald stay,
The dewberry dipped for tp work delay, )
And The 11t%le reeds sighed ablde, sblde, (

Here in the hills of Habersham, E 20
Here in the valleys of Hally ' ‘ 3L

) 28
a7

P T an

28
29

From= "The arshes of Glym”

By & world of marsh that borders a world of sea. () 32
ginuons Eouthward &nd sinuous northward the shilmmering band

of the sand-besoh fagtens the fringe of the marsh to the folds

of the lend.
From= "The Symphoﬁy"

UO‘QQ‘“’IDQ"

™ihen all's donme, what hast thou won

() s8

P I

10



The poor, the peoor, the poor, they stand
Wedged by the pressing of Trade's hand
Kgpinst en inward-opening door

That pressure tightens evermores
TR '

There's plenty that can, if you can't we know.

Tove out 1T you ERIBK yo're upaerpalds
The poor are Prolilic] Weire Mot airald;
‘ trade 18 trades '

N EEEEEEREEERER

Then 'Trade s trade’ but sings & lies
TTIB ONLY WAL Erown MLBGTLYs

N B Y BNE BN R T S U

If business is battle, name 1t so:
Wor~orimes le#s WLLlL BhaNe 1T 80,
And windows less will bDliame 1T pow

M

Thou traded thou king of moderp daysi
Thnge Ty VayE; =

'C’fhan%e thy Ways;
et the sweaty aborera;fu&

;le while,
A 1ittle whilse,

[N

Wow by esch knight that e'er hath preyed

To fight 1ike a man and love like & maid,
Since Fembroke!s life, as Pembroke's blade,
It the soabbard, death, was lald,

Falr ledy,

A N A I T Y R

And ever Love hears the women's sipghing,
And ever sweet knl ghthood 's daatﬁ-—%’ﬂ‘ﬁn&,
And evey wise ohlldhoodts deep implylnﬁ,
Tt éver & trader s gloging and lying,

) B4

y 35

) 56
) a7

) 38

) 39

) 40
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Henry Timrod (1828-1867)
Frome "The Cotton Boll"

But these are cherms already widely blowni
His to be the meed whose pencil's trace

Hath touched our: wr%ummps with gracs, ( )4
And round whoge tuneful way

A1} Southern lmurels blooms () 42
"The Poet of The Woodlands," unto whom () 4%

Alfke are known
The flute's lew bresthing and the trumpet's tone,

T EE R RN

» ja .mv " wq Tn . ' c . ”.S"bill.

In that we sometimes hear, :

npcm the ¥orthern winds the volee of woe

() o

'ﬁry oIt cmx-‘ toara Y

i.O##!l'ﬁﬁ.l'Q

0h, help us, Lordi - to roll the orimson flood

Frome “Spring"

€ 5 K B K K ¥ & B

Yot mot more surely shall the Spring awake

the voloe of wood snd brake,
Then she ahsll rouse, for all hey trangulll charms, () as

A miYTTon men To nrms,

R B T B

And oalling, with the voice of all her vills,

Toon Ehe anoient hilld
To Tall ano arush the 'czre.nte and the elaves
0 Turn her nes ] o_&mwa.

() ar
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From= "The Unknown Dead"

[ SEE 7 SR K NE SR EEE SR BN NN Y

Tihile with a vacant soul and eye

1 watoh the gray and slony sky-

OF nemeleas graves on DRCULE Dlaine

Washod by & single winter's rain,

Theve, soma boneath Virginien Rills, . {( ) 48
» £nd gome by gy‘am Atlawtio »iils,

Some by The Waters oL Ghe Wost,

A myriad unknown heross rest,

From= "0Ode 1866"

Sleep sweetly in your humble graves,
- 8§leep, martyrs of a fallen cause: () 48
Though yet no merole oolum oraves

The pilgrim hers to pauses

[T T O B B R B RN B

Stoop, angels, hither from the skies!

There is no holier spot of ground

Than vhere defeated valor lies, () 80
Hy mourning Feauty orowaeds

Frome "Carolina"

He breathes at ease thy airs of balm, () @

6 oorns The lemoes of thy palms
. Who sha Teak thy oraven oslm,

Garolina

Paul Hamilton Hayne (1830~1886)

Frome "A Dresm 0f The South Wind"

ﬁ;np!!nntu‘ot

Through the orystal gulfs of air,



15

The falry s;oum Wind fleateth on her _
subtle Wings 6F balms ( ) b

Frome "mvelled®

\.l!“!*!-"ﬂ

The twinkling "ground stars,” fm of modest vheer, ( ) ©B
Fosh he? cerulesn oup ‘
In hapble supplieation Iiming ups

Frome “In Tarbop®

’nuntuu-nuw ‘ ' ,‘54_

vologs of fooman snd Lover, ¢ )
@ awoon and the or Nave mwm‘i:

Life, 13ke & tmpwt of oveen
mwh uutblmm itn ul*simw hlaedy

Williew Gilwove Siwms (1806=70)

Trom "The Bdge 0f The Swamp"

& & 6 4 B B oA B ¥ & ¥

Styeteh*d st length, behold
Yhore yondey Oa ;m his natural home, 55
The mammoth 118ard i srmor ()
Flumbars had Dwbar Y.) 'l’v‘ the selgy zreacs,
heslde the groen ooxe vhere he shelters hims

Abrem Joseph Rysn (1839-1886)

Frome “The Conguered Danner”

o o4 6 & b % & B o W W

() 6




roms "The Sword 0f Robert B Loo"

8 G‘*%,Q‘#,“u‘ WL

zﬂ*wth from fbs sesbbard sil in veln
Erlem ea Tho wwerd aﬁ Tons

ol M : i : Mn,
] t;m nl%mp of_ur mbw slein,

( ) &7
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The quesﬂonnaire was gubmitded to one hundyed individuale and

from these one hmdred, sixty ussble replies were received. The results

are giwn in the following table, The table ls to be interpreted in the
following menneri : | |

A glanoe at the questiommaire sghows that there were Tifty~seven
items upon which an opinlon was asked., In the first polum on the left
is found the numbsr of the quotetion. Colum two gives the nwuber of
persons who oslled the quotation Lesal Color, columm three the number of
persons oalling it Seotlonalism, nd In oolumn four will be found the
number of persons cal Ting 1% neither Losal Color nor Seotlonalism, and
colwm five gives the number of persons who did not atbempt 1t. Columns
six to nine inolusive give the result in terms of per cent of agresment
with a possible perfest of 100 per cent,

Looking at quotabtion I,
"y life is like the prints, which feet

Have left on Tampa's desert strand;"

1t will be seen that f£ifty-six persons in column two said the underlined
words were Looal Oolor, or D3,3 per cent in agreement as found in column
gixs Column three shows that no persen stated that the wnderlined item

was Seotionalism, or O per cents In column four it is foumd that three

persons, or § per cent, thought the underlined words meither Local Cclor

nor Seotionalism. Tt will then be seen by solum five that one person, or

1.67 per oent, did not attempt the enswer, The total of solums two to
six totals sixty, which was the number of replies reseived, The per cont
of egreement as found in aolums six to nine inolusive in each case will
be ag olose to 106 per dent as it 18 sonvendont to figure 1t. The result

in the other Fifty-six quotations ls shown in 1like manners



TABIE I

COMPILED RESULTS OF QUESTIONNAIRE

BuakllRb

1%
11
12
10

8

51
48
37
21
56

COOMMOPRUMO OB NN oo~

3.33

1,687

59.99

100,01
10000
100.00

100,00
1504.943

o1



COMPILED RESULIS OF QUESTIONNAIRE

Losal - Seotion~ Bot ' Lossl Section~ T Eet Peroent-
Ttem No. Color alism  Teither Attempted? Golor  slism Teither Attempted age

28 57 1 o1 1 28,00 187 1.67 1,87 100.01
28 28 £ 28 2 46,87 867 £35.33 3433 100.00
30 s 1 7 3 81,67 1.87 11.67 5,00 100,01
31 &2 2 1 & 8887 333 1.57 8238 10000
32 28 7 23 2 46.67 11.67 38353 3.33 100,00
33 1 18 40 R 1.87 26457 88,87 8.00 100,01
5% Q9 39 18 3 g 85,00 30,00 5,00 100,00
&5 4 43 15 F4 18] 7187 25,00 3,83 100,00
38 0 37 20 s o 81,67 335,33 5,00 100.00
- 87 1+ . 28 28 5 o 48,38 £3.35 833 99.58
38 1 35 1¢ & 1.87 58.33 314567 8.38 100.00
38 27 iz 12 4 45.00 20,00 20.00 15.00 100,00
20 2 25 28 4 3«33 #1.87 48.33 €.87 100,00
43 33 13 1o 4 85,00 21.67 16.67 8287 100,01
- 42 45 i1 1 3 75,00 18,33 1,87 £.00 - 160.00
43 34 8 11 7 88.67 13.33 18,33 11,87 100,00
44 4 - 47 4] 3 €87 TB.33 10.00 500 100,00
45 2 &5 Z 1 3.33 91.67 3.53 1.67 100.00
45 1 34 23 2 1.87 56.87 BB.33 3.33 - 100..00
a7 4 45 B 3 B«87 T75.00 13.33 2= 5.00 100.00
*8 17 3? ) 3 5 28;& 51.37 5;0'3 . 5:@3 mm
49 9 48 2 2 15,00 B0.0C Je83 1.87 100,00
50 4 48 7 h 3 6.87 80,00 11,67 187 100.00
5 is a7 i 4 3000  81.87 1,67 £.87 100.01
82 28 11 22 1 43.83 1B.53 85467 187 10000
8 21 4 28 & S5.00 6487 48,33 10.00 100.00
& 4] 2% 37 2 o 35.00 6187 333 160..00
56 49 2 & 3 81.67 B+57 ‘ 687 E.00 100,01
& i 55 1 3 1.67 91.67 1267 £.0G0 100,00
57 & 82 ¢ .2 10,00  B8.87 0 8433 100,00
“Total _ 12eE 1158 §74 166 36402 35.80 " 25.56 4.55 106.00

4T
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TABLE II

THE PROPER CLASSIFICATION OF QUOTATIONS
ACOORDING TO THE OPINION OF THE WRITER ARD DIRECTOR

otk

Them Yo Looal Coloy Seotionaliam Helther One

1 X

2 X

3 X

4 b4
B X
é X

7 X

;] X

# X
0 X
11 %

12 X
138 %

14 p 4
18 : X
18 X 4
17 X
18 X :

19 X

20 X

21 x

28 X

it X
24 %

28 X
26 X
27 X

28 X

20 b 4
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TABLE I (oontinued)

THE PROPER CLASSIFICATION OF QUOTATIONS
ACCORDING TO THE OPINION OF IHG WRITER AND DIRROTOR

s o et i AP

o Mol SN Ao o e i st <V SRS

Ttom Nos. Loos) Goler Sestionalism  Neither One

P 70 o g A e Bt A N PR, 8084 O BN A A Sl Al N L 150 AN DD 4 4RI Ty AP 06 =08 A ¥ o UM At

81 X

8
B4 M bE P b b

e
ro
HpH

5
B2 B4 b4 M

F227 ¥



CHAPTER IIL

. INTERPHETATIVE ANALYSIS

The greatest #graament ¢ 95 per ocent, was on the following guo=
| -ﬁa.tion,,. which 1s mmber twenty-sight in the series.

| 7411 down the valley of Hall"

Both writer and direstor of this thesis sonsidered it Looal golors

Thet person who considersd it neither Looual Qolor nor Sectionalism,

probebly was not familiar with the \mﬁerliﬁed word "Hall' and negleoted

to use thw‘diatiamry or some other source of information, The dlotlonery
s’howa it to be a oounty in Georgia, and sinoe the imstructions with‘ each
questionnalye were quite specifis on this point, it camot be aﬁybhlng but
Locsl Color. Acsording to the instrustions furnished, thers could be no
reason whatsoever for its being claseified ag Seotionalism, end sdherence -
to instructions should have prompbed a different answer,

Nunber twenty-seven is a quotatlion from the same poem~

"All down the hille of Habersham.”
Ninety~three and three tenths per cent agreed that it was Looal Golam
The reeson for one person's oalling it Sectionalism and three spying that

4t was neither Seotlonalism nor Looal Color is no doubt due to the rengons

advanoced for the erroneous olassification of ltem twentywelght.
What i3 true as to item twentyeight is also true as.to item number -
one, where agein the writer called it Looal Colors In this inetence the

underlined words were "Tempa's desert strand," and al‘bhdug;h 8 greater
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number were in ascord on thelr disagreement, 6 per ocent, it still is Loval
goler, 1f insbrustions are followsd, sinse "Tampa" is & definite plw::*w

Fifty-five of the possible sixty onlled seleotlons forty~five and
w& Seotionalism,
© "0h help us, Lordi to roll the arimson fleod
Bask on its oourse, and while our bammers wing
'(&5) ¥orthward, strike with usj 411 the goth shall oling
To ‘his own blasted sltar-atones, and orave
Meroy."
TR R
#puprl the Bamner, softly, slowlyl
‘Treat it gently=-it is holy,
S Por it &roaprabiwu the deads
(&8)
© . . rouah 1t not-unfold it nevers
" tet it droop thers, furled forever,
For its people’s hopes ure fledi"
Obviously, both reflest Seotionalism, sinse in both cages the reference is

toward "the lost ceuse, and in the instruotions furnished all cases of

atbltudes and feelings were to be lebeled Seotionallsm.

There is absolutely no gra\mds for oluspifying these gelections
Loanl Color, as xo specific places or things are nentioned, and the ine
sbruotions plainly restrioted the term to speoific places or things.

Obvlously the two persons who oalled the first quotetion nelther Local

golor mor Seotionalism, &nd thet one person who sald the same of the sesond

gelection, were guessing.
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| In the fallm;ng quotetion, number f_iﬁaen, 8648 per cent agreed
that it wes % Golor, ‘
"In my sleep I was fain of their fellowship, fein
Of the Live Oska, the marsh and the mein.”

81x persons osslled the underlined words "Live Oaks" Seationalism, for

which there seems no exouse, becauss the definitlon of Leocal Color as
given in the instrustlons is quite alear on this point. The identiocal
toym "Live Oals™ was given as an exemple, TPFor those slx persons, or 10

por aent, who called 1t Seoticnaliem, tharé 1o simply nothing to be seid

exoept that they meem wneble Lo follow 1xiatruotmnng

- The same number of persons were also in agreement on Seotionalism
in mumber fiftyesevens The quobtation is from the poem "Ihe Sword of
Hobert E, Les,” and it would seem that the title of the posm from which the
. guotation is teken would give one & hint as to what to look fors The
thought of the poem ias that of "the lost cause,” end 1t is obviously Seo-
tionalimm, Again, those six persons who oalled i% Local m, rﬂlad to
understand or to follow instruotions. While the sword would be & specifio
objeot, swords are most certsinly not peoulimr to the South, It is interest-
ing to obaserve that this quotation is one of two in the entire series which

no one olasgified me neither Loceal Cplor nor aeotimnamu

Them nusber thirty~one is exaetly the same as number twentyeelight,
and yet five fewor pacple.agreed that 1t was Local Color, And ainde five
did not atbempt 1t, there were still three who had slready olessifled it
28 Loosl Oolor, who were this time unable to olmesify it properly. Evidently
they were not following the thought, sinoe they celled it rightly Leoal

golor in the Lfirst instance,
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Thirtywone slso agreed that the word "Georgie” in mumber twenby
fwo wes Looal Color, TFor those five people, or 8,33 per oent, who oulled

1t Seotionaliem, the writer offers no excuse. It ls true thet "Georzia®

is & secbion of the South, but if they oalled it Sestionalism for that
reason, they utterly disregarded instruotiens, ms did those three who sald

14 wig nelther Losal Color wor Segtionalism,

Eighty-cue ‘and eixty-seven hundredths per cent sgreed that guoe

tations numbered thirty and fifty-five were Looul Oolors Number thirty is

the same ‘as mumber tWemby-seven, snd yet four more people cslled it nelther
~ ene than was the orge in number twenty-seven, ~The same person who onlled

it ‘Seo{:&'mnli‘afd in number tw‘@ntyﬁaawn oalled 1t the same in this omes Four

people were oertalnly ‘careless in their thinking, - In mumber fifty-Tive, one
nééda only to refer agein to the instructions. The quotation ia:

"ifhere yonder cayman, in his natural home, -

The mammoth li‘mrd, all his armour on.‘f
Failure to refer to & diotionary is evident, and the average professor
would probably have mors réspect for-those who did not atbempt a olaseifi-

sation, than for those four who salled it neither Loosl Color nox Seotional-

iem, or for those four who gelled it Sectionalism,

Yorty-eight persons salled the word "muscadine,” in number twenty-
four, Looal Color, which is in sooord with tho opinion of the writer and

dipeslor, L.ct is absolutely no apology to make for those throo parsons

who oalled it Seotionalism; it is gimply enother illustration of mot read-
ing erd following instruotionss It is poseible o oongeive that six people
who geid thet it was neither ome, oould have heard of the word emough to be
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fumilier with it and, without cheoking up, falled to asseolste it with
the Souths ‘

.. Wine people oalled number forty-nine "Loosl GColor,'when it 10
‘obviously Sectionalism. They did this in spite of the faots thet the
instructions are specifls and definits, and thet this selection certain-
1y reveals the feelings and attitudes of the psople, If u resson oan be
udvamad for this error, it 1s that it probably resulted from a laok of
olear understanding of the definition for Losal Qolor, offered in the
instrustions,

. In mumber fifty, there 5 a slight exouse for seven peoplo’s onlle~
Ang it nelther 5‘22.&"3. Color nor Beotionalism, If simply the word "valor”
wore wnderlined it would be nelther; but the wond "defoated” is also under=~
1ined, which sdded word makes the underlined item refer to the Clvil Wary
henoe it is Seotionslimm, Those few who oslled it color, gvidently
ghow lack of tlesr thinking.

Number two deals with the same word es number Awonty-four,
"meoadine,” Yet three fmi' persons oalled 1% m Golor then was the
onse in number twenty~four, 0One fewer persons oalled it Seatlopalimm.

But eleven persons called 1% neither Looa) Color nor Seationalismy whereas

only six seid the same of nunber twenty~fours
T4 ie hard to attempt to explain sush ineonsistenoiss becanse, 8t

the most, an sxplenation would be & guess, Howewey, there are twentywone

1+ems beotween two snd twenty-four, snd Af the person were not sure of
twontywfour, he might he a 1ittle more

number two, by the time he gob to
sortain, Belng indifferent, he probably failed to oheck his enswer o

nunbey two, Ten people made this blunder,
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The olessifioatiors of numbers seven, sixtesn, forty-two, and
fwﬂfnawn alao show wﬂw people, or 76 per oent, in agreement,

For those who are not in agreement no new exouses can be sdvanced;

apparently they too have erred in interpreting instruetions.

Up to "bhiq point the writer has closely sorutinised those quo-
tations upon wlgiéh #hmra wag the greatest sgreement, MWow let us look
at those quatat;ona whigh are outub#udi_ng for their lack of agresment,

Number twenty standa out by itself beoause nineteen persons did
not attempt it. The quotetion is from "Under the Pine," by 8idney lLanier;
and though the wmderlined words heve an indireat reference by means of
pronouns, there is a etatamnt in perentheses following the title of the
poem to tfm offeot thet the poem is dedioated to Timrods Timred is a
southern poet and purta of his work are included in the quﬂstiam'e.‘,rh“
Copaequantly, sooording to the instruotions, it must be Looal Coler, e
ninetoen people failed to ses the statement in parentheses - ("Dediont-
8d to Henry wlw'") , ‘then why did not some of them guess, as they
abﬂaualy :ds,d in other instances?

In number three the reference was to mugondine vines. If "musoadine®
is Looal Color, then, the sawe would be true of thelr vines. Iwenty=
fuuf persons agreed in oalling 1% Loosl Oolor, A greaber number, teenty.

nine, said it was neither Losel Golox nor Beotionalismg end the writer

peen how this ervor uvose, Lf one vere to take the one line in whieh
the wnderlined words caourred, and get it apert from the rest of the
quotation 4t would sppear thuss "And breathe smbrosial passlon from

their vines," In this oase it would be neither Looal Color nor
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geotionalimme It was not the intent of the writer for this to be done,

bubt 1t 18 quite emsy to see that it might be done by even an intelligent
persons |

. Let us next look at the underlined words of mmber seventeen,
ngaliban Seas" If there wers & body of water anywhere in the South by
this msws, It would naturally be Looal Colors But to the writer's knowl-
edge, no suoh body of water exiets in the South, Yet thirty psople ealled
it Looal Color, The name Momliben® comes to wa from Shakespeare's play,

Ihe Te gt, and hes been used by & number of English and Americsn writers.

Tt is therefore neither Looal Color nor Seotionalism, and was oorrectly

slessified by twentyefours Thia, however, is only 40 per eent of the total.
Six persons were completely et 'am snd oalled it Sentiamlﬁ.m.

In number m§hﬁeen, one finds the same thing found in number ﬁg_nﬂ.
:’mdiﬁnt refersnses, which ia Loosl Colors Only fourteen, or 23+3 per cent
of the total, correctly labeled this items For the thirty who paid it wes
neither Local Color nor Sectionalism, the writer would edvence the same
veagons for dieagreement given in number twenty. In mmber twenty, bow-

ever, nineteen did nob attempt, whereas in elghteen, only one falled to

attempt the underlined worde: "fme who oomes no more," For this inoonw

sletency the writer san offer mo explanation,
he underlived words "lerny nook," whioh appear in number Lwenty-

slx, would he nadther Looal Color nor geotionslism, sinoe it musk 1 7]

agreed that there is no besis for Sootionalimm, snd e ferny nook mizht
ooour anywhere in the world, be Lt Goorgle or Medagadomr, Thirty=eix

people, or 80 per cent, agreed; and twenty-one people, or 36 per cemt,
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called it m Colors For these twenty-one people it soems a oasge of
improper id@nﬂﬁnutim, beosuse any Kansen who has observed the flore
of his native stabe knows thet ferny nooks are not confined to the South,
The ‘three persons who oalled 1t Beotionalism evidently were guesaing.

Hunber twenty-mine is another exsmple of improper identifioation,
The underlined word was "dewberry." Iwenty~eight persons celled it Local
-lmlm',, whioh is not the osse, begause the dewberry is found in wany places

other than the South. Only twenty-six, or 4343 per sent, called 1t nelther

Looal Color nor Beotionalism = the correst classificstion, Only two calle
| ed it 3@@t19nﬁl.im,q

"By & world of marsh," 1s cbviously neither Looal Ooloy nor Seohion-

alimm, sopording to the inatructions given; the writer would refer tﬁoag |
twenty~eight peraons calling it Losal Color to the instruotions given for
determining Local Color. And them‘aax'-tainly is no apwiﬂq marsh referred
%o in the underlined item. The twentyw~elght people who disregarded ine
atruptions, represent 46,8 per aent of the total,

In number fifty-two, the underlined words were ®South wind." Binoe
the questionnaire concerned itself with the South, one might expeot some
to ¢all it Local Golor; and twenty-six ectuslly dids However, it is pos~
sible to have a South wind in Shenghel or Quebes, as the twenty~two psople

who ealled it neither Lecal Color nor Beotionallsm were evidently aweres

Let it be sald thet the wriber was highly gratified with the results of
the above response, since the words underlined were designedly chosen to
test the sonsistenoy of those snswering the questionnalres Bleven scalled

it Sectionalism, despite the faot that u moment's deliberation should have

agsured a oorreot response, ‘ \
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The underlined words "ground stars" in mmber fifby-three present
gnother oase where dlvision of opinion is praotionlly inevitable, The
writer and direstor of this thesis falled to agree on the proper identity
of 15, As far as the words "ground stars" are ooncerned, the referemse 1s
probebly to flowsrs, bub whether 1t is a paouliar 1iterary expression, or
sotuslly & definite flower, the writer has failed to disoover, Paul Hamil-
ton Heyne probably knew, and the people of the South in his day probably
knéwy but for the writer it remains en enigma, If there is o definite
"ground star" flower, then twenty-six people were right, bub were probably
guessings 1f ‘there is mo such flower, then twentywnine people are right,

| ard elso as the result of A guess« Four anlled it Seouomnm. In the

wriber's opinion, the item should not have been included in the question~
naires
| In this ohapter, the writer has attempted to mske an analysis of the
various sauses for agreemsnt and disagreements To attempt to explein why
people do bhings. espeainlly to explain the enswers they give in exporie
ments of this kind, is like looking for the fourth dimension, If suoh ex=
planations were possible, the number of headaches experienced on the part
of tesshers of literature would be groatly veduced,  However, for the
purposes of oslassifiostion, the reasons for disegreement heve been divided
into four general olagses, Table III divides the causes for disagreement
8§ the writer sees them. In the table those persons not attempting have
been disregarded«

In arriving at the figures, the writer has teken meveral liberties,

as previously stated. Bub generally spesking, the osuses for disagroement
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in esch oase: seem Plauﬁiblﬁg It 18 quite plaugible to agsume thet had

people properly iden’ci,ﬂad oortain ltems they would have oalled them

Loos) Color, instead of lebeling them nelther Losal Coler nor Sestlonal~

Agme 1% is ressonable mlso to epsume that calling something Losal Color
and. two lines later in the same posm referring to the same item ss Segtion-
‘alism, represents marked incensistenoy, In dividing between Wob Ihinking

and Tneblility o Follow Instruotions, the writer sdnits that the line 1o

dravn more finely. However, sinoe one night imply the other, the obvious-

ness of the enswer has been used as u basis of differentlation, those moat

glaring Aisagreementes being called lLack of Thinking.
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CAUYES OF ZRRORS
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8 28 1 21
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TABLE 1XY {aonitinued)

CAUSES OF ERRORS

xm mw:ﬂaar tmumumw F‘ﬁ' },ﬂ* | Ima(mniatu mmpgr‘
Iﬁ‘m aisugrae.’m@ hh&nking hun ma%ema amy Mentiﬂm.tim

31
b2
38
34
88
a8
37 B
38 :
30 -t
- 41 23 10 18
42 12 1 11
43 19 8 11
44 10 6 4
45 4 p: 2
48 24 28 1
47 12 8 4
48 20 8 17
49 1 9 3
B 11 ki 4
B 19 1 18
828 35 11 :14
&% ; &
B4
-85 4
56 1
87
Potal

In the above wbl» there apposr uppamt 1mamiatamim in toimla.
A in number twentyefours Thie s, however, not an inommalstoney sines the
person cheoking the item, in erring in agreement, mluo oomsnitted anothey
srror by belng inconsistents ,



OHAPTER IV
FINDINGS AND CONGLUSIONS

Thie etudy hes been extremely interesting, both to the writer and
to the diredtor. BSinoe eny sbudy is possibly weoak in oertain of its
phases, it would be well to look first at 'the weelmesses in the prosont’

- studys A, & beacher in one of the larger Kensas high sohools, oriticized -
certain of the quotations in the questionmaire on the grounds that they
ware too brief. B, a superior etudent and English major, made the same
oritiolsm, As may be seen from Teble II, page elghteen, A& a;?red twenty«
ene times and B erred twenty-three timess In fourteen of the items, & |
majority of the persons answering the questionnaire were not of the same -
opinion &s the writer and dlrestor. Of these fourteen variant ltems, it
must be noted that four of them were due to & fallure to distinguish
between & genersl end a gpecific term, for exemple, such words as "dew~
berry," "laurel," "sassafras,” and "muscadine, "

The second weakness the wyiter believes the projeot to have is a
lask of some method by which the person answering the questlonnaire oould
olassify his agreement or lsck of agreement. I1f some suah provision had
been worked out, it would have no doubt greatly reduced the number of dige
agreements due to improper thinking end insonsistenoy.

The third weakness whioh the questionnalre possesses is a leolk of
some mpecifio 1na=mwi§m regarding certein words and phrases upon which
an opinion was ackeds If those people cheoking the questlionnaires had been



told to lock in the dlotionary or some other source, when nesessary, for
items they did not underatand, there would have undoubbtedly been leuse
guevssing; for insbanoe in th‘a‘mne of the words "Haborshan" and "Hall.®
Howevar, to guerd agatm'b gmeniing would probably heve been to invite more
gevere consequences, The individuals angwering the questiommaire, in ocon-
sulting sources might hﬁv,e been led to rely on some ‘Jnagxmnt othér than thelx
ovns This would have invalidated the whole process.

' Refersnce *Eo Table III led the writer to contlude that some English
students end teachers seem to read words with little attention to the sig~
nifiaanee of those kwatdm‘ There were 1 ,163 disagreements, whioch is slightly
more then 11 per cent pfthé possible total of 10,260 disagreements. As will
be immediately &ean, this neneagreement is oomparatively small, These results
also tend to valldate the somewhat arbitrary standards set up by the writer
and the direstors = One sannot help wondering what the per sent of error would
‘have besn had it heen possible to make the questiomnaire conform more olosely
to sbtriotly objeetiva q‘&m&ardm

The writer furthor ooncludes that approximately 23 per cent of the
persons answering d1d not follow instruetions. The instruotions as to what
to do and what not to do were as definite as the writer was able to make
thems Tn spite of this, nine persony added pomments, while fourteen insisgte-
od on glving an auswer where no answer wag asked fore Naturally, maoh
gratuitous isformetion nnd wellwmeant advice hed Yo be disreparded, Ome
person used queation marks in two places ingtend of the letters oalled for
in the inatrustions, From thig it would seem that the questionnaire was

interosting, and that those persens who disregarded Instruotions in thiae
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conneotion were sincere in their endeavor,. Ascording te Drs By Ja.Brown .,1
Direstor of the Graduate Division at Emporia State Teschers College, people
contribute answers noy ¢alled for in a questionnaire for two reasonsy
Piret, besauss the questiommmire is challenging,.and secomd, because it
restricte,. It 1s the opinion of the writer that if, in the present study,. |
sdditional informetion was added besause of eilther of the above reasons, 1t
would probably be because of the latter. |

The writer sttempted to agcertain to what oxﬁ‘mt'ahaea who answer'
questionnaires disregard instruotions by volunteering additional information,.
but there is no setisfying evidenoe on this question.. Dra. Hs Ew Sohrammel ®
of the Buresu of Bduoational Messurements st Emporia S.t‘ata‘ Teachers collage‘
states that in general the nunber of persons diaregwdi‘ng instruotions runs
rather high. However, the nimber disregarding written instruotions is con-
siderably fewer then those disregarding oral instruotions,. It mppeara thenm,
that 28 per ocent who disregarded instructions in thig project are not out of
live with results found in other studies,

It is possible that the failure of several to heed the inetrustions,
and the tendenoy of others to volunteer -dddlt‘loml information, were due to
s laok of olarity in certain parts of the questiommaire. Thia is not ex~
tremely probable however, sinoe 67 per cent did oheck the queptionnaire
without adding further information. A rﬁrther osnvags of the anawers re«

wveals that those persons voluntesring information not ocalled for

1 gtatement made in an interview, May 10, 1038.

2 gyatoment made in an interview, Msy 10, 1938.
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falled to show a highor perventege of agreement with Teble II than those not
volunteoring information.

 Ome cannot help conjecturing what would have been the réault of such
an experiment es this, had thoas persons answering the questiommairs been
porsonally diresoted; yot 1t s perfactly clear that, such e method would have
‘been physionlly mpos‘siblm,. It would bave been difficult to gather a very
large aampmténﬁ grovp togethey é:h'-cm time., Usually, personally-supervised
groups are used where time consumed in answering is & fector; this was not
the ocese in this experiment, the person who cheoked the questionwmaire having
as wuoh time as was needads
| In hi.é atudy of the returns the writer found no sonelusive wide_nau
of sollaboration, -

The writer consludes from this study that there is apparent ﬁéed.for

more attention to the meaning of content in the teashing 0:5. Englishe

- The writer should like wvery much to see & study similar to thls one
sonducted in the field of English Romantic poetrys It is the wrlterts
opinion that Englisgh poetry is nmuoh more desoriptive than 1s American poetry.

Pinally, although the number of apparently inexouseble blunders is

at firat gomewhat dishesrtening, when the total number of actual blundere
is checked against the total possibllity of error, the percentage is
strikingly small, The writer therefore fesls Justified in coneluding that
the teaching of college English, with reference both to its content and
form, is of & imoh better quality than asome of the nolsy oritiss would heve

ug belleove,



BIBLIOGRAPHY



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Qenby, He 8uy Definitionss New Yorky Harcourt Brece and Company, 1922.

Cargill, Oscar, A Period Anthology of American Literature. New York:
The Maomillen Uompeny, 1088s

Foerster, Norman, American Poetry and Prose, Boston: Houghton, Rifflin
Company, 19364

Hubbell, Jay B, and others, Amerisen Life in Americen Literature. NWew
York: Harper and BrotheTs Gompany, L950s ,

Jolmaon, James Woldoﬁ. The Book of Amerioan Negrq Pcatgx. Wew York:
Haroourt Brace and Gompeny, 1920. ‘

Jones, Howard Mumford, and La!-.say. Ernest 1’..,' Chief Ameriocan Writers,
New Yorks Haroourt Brace and Company, 1958,

Knlght,jdmnt ¢, Americen Literature snd Qulture. New York: Rey Lomg
and Richard SmI¥h IHoorporated, 1052s

Moy, John, The Spirit of Amerloan Literature, New York: Boni and
Liveright, xgsz. ‘ '

Monroe, Harriet, and Henderson, Alice, The New Poetry. Wew Yorky The
Maomillen Compeny, 1926.

Moulton, Charles Wells; Library of Literary Oritioism of 1ish and
%@riam Authors, B VO;MGQ'. Yew York; Henry Malken, Publisher,
10

Newoomer, As Os, Andrews, Alloe E., and Hall, H. J+, Three Centurles
of Amerioen Poetry and Prose. Chloago: Soott, Foresmen and
Tompany, 1043,

Page, Curtis Hidden, Chief Ameriean Poets, Bostons; Houghton, Mifflin
Company, 1906,

Parrinton, Vernmon L., Main Currents in American Thought. Vol, II end
Vole ITI. New York; Haroourt Brace BAd GOMDAny, L927=30.

Pattee, Fred Lewls, canturxﬂeadi.%s in Amerioan Literature, New
Yorky The Century Company, . .

Quinn, A. Ha, Baugh, A G, and Howe, Will D., The Literature _g_g
Amerioas New Yorks Charles Soribner's Soms, 1020,




Shafer, Robert, Ameriean Litemturé. Garden Gity: Doubleday Page
Company, 1948,

- 8nyder, Frenklin B,, and Edward L., A Book or Amarioan Litemturm
New Yori: The Macmillan company, T, ™

8ou'bhsrn Bishoriaal Publication sooiaty, editor, The South In the
Buildi% of [ No,ticn. Yola VI, Riohmonm mie ‘

'.I'rent, We P md othws, The Carbridge Hlstory of Ameriosn Litsr-
‘ ature, 4 Tolumes, ﬁmw Yorks Gs Pe Putnam anﬂon, 1920

Van Doren, Oarl s What 18 mriaan mtamtura? New. Yorks. Wnliam
Morrow and company, 1988,

:Waetbmok, Mﬁdolim s An Evaluation of certain m hSahoal Litai—"
ature Books. Ma""Eors ’ﬂmsis, TI'n'iversi’é"' 5T Arizooe,

‘ Whiﬁaanﬂ:, geldon Ley Chronologioal Outline of American Litamture. _

New York) The MaomiIlan Compery, 1908

Cap
ki

19 3.

8RRy ¥

mlkinson, Ma.rguerite. Nmr vmees. New York; The Meomillen Gampany,w?

38



