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lNTRODUOTION 

An in,eresting problem tn the field or English lit~rature is one 

concerned with the natvre of the humor of Willi~ Makepeace Thackeray. 

The main problem of this study will center upon the qual:l.titHil an.d subject 

matter of The.olceray•s humor. Satire and h'W!lor are very clos~Jly connected 

and it will be necessary to consider oritioi-.ms or Thackeray that include 

satire wnen euoh oritioiams also oonoern Thackeray aa a humorist. other 

qualities of Thackeray such as his training or intellectual qualities. or 

hie sld.ll in plot, or his tendency toward realism, or his power of char­

acterization will not be considered except as they add something definite 

to the study or his humor. 

In obtaining the material presented, the writer has scanned all of 

Thackeray's works; and has selected and read many of them carefully and 

etudiously1 analydng their value in relation to the problem.. Many 

histories ot English literature; essays on Thackeray, and orit1o1~s 

bearing on his work were read. Tho ohosen oritioisml contain the essenoe 

of adverse and favorable opinion. 

In pursuing this study, it became evident tha.t, fil"et, a knowle'dge 

or the existing oritioisms of Thackeray's work that had a bearing upon 

his humor would be of great valueJ second, that what Thackeray, himeelr, 

thought concerning humor would give a still clearer insight into the 

nature of his humor• and, third, that repreeentative examples of humorous 

passages trom hie work be presented to aid in the establishm.nt ot inde~ 
I 

pendent judgment of Thackeray's hu:otor. 
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The tint chapter of the thuia will give a brier digest of' several 

or the oritiohm.s round, whether they were ad~erse or .favorable to 

Thackeray's WCI)rk, and it will show that two divergerrli schools o.f cri t:loism. 

developed among the oritios, and that the passage of time and greater know­

ledge ot the man and his work gradually resolV$d thele opinions. The 

tecond o~$.pter will present :ma:berh.l from Thackeray's writings that will 

lhow wn.t he thought concerning humor and what he was trying to aooomplish 

.in hie ta.sk as a writer. The third ohapter will offer enough of the beat 

examplee or htunol" round 1n Thackeray• s work to allow a. reader to form for 

hi:rnself' an opinion as to the nature ot that humor. 

Certain limitations are apparent in the thesis. It has betn i:m .... 

possible to tiUl&ly.u minutely, withilli this inquiry, th& vaat amount of 

:rna.terial available, particularly :Ln the .field of criticism. on Thaokeray, 

comprising chapter ene• al!ld in the field o:f' Thaoke:rayts practice, com• 

prising chapter threes chapter two dealing with !'haokerayt e expreeaions 

is more nearly complete, tor his :Ldeae are rather fully presented,. In 

ehapter one, the or:l:l:iitisms that will be reported have been oons:idered 

representative o.f the thought and opinion concerning Thackeray. Not all 

the oritioism.e read will be included tor many are repetitions in di.f£erent 

phrasing of similar ideas. They will be extensive; but it iG not claimed 

that they •xhauet all suoh ori tioitun available• .It will also be shown 

that two different eohoob or thought developed, and the theories of each 

group will, be reportt<h Ohapter two will be devoted to Thaokermyt s own 

atatements oonoerning humor and humorist$, and will present adequately 



his main theories. All of his works have been examined and hb non• 

fiction hal been studied carefUlly; as being the more fertile field of 

li torary die ou1sion and oonment on humor. In thb aection Thackeray 

will reveal himself and unwittingly bring testimony that will bear upon 

the problem formed by the divergent opinions of the oritieth In Th&C)keray's 

works; comprising many volutnfH!J• the same ideae oonoeruing humor (l)cour m.ore 

'bhan once. The euenthl :f'taturea of his theories will be gi ven• O:hapter 

thre• will oonaist of ~saages illustrative ot Thackeray's humor and the 

analysis o:f' these. The aeleotions are limited to repreaentati'Ve onea, 

for the obvious reason that every exe.m.ple of humor oould not be giT•n• 

The task of quoting every inetanoe of humor would be tmposaible in oon~ 

sideration of the lara;• volwne of Thaokeray'• output and thfll riehneur of 

the field of hi$ humor, The pre$ent purpose, that: of oonld.deril!lg tb,., 

nature ot the humor• is served by ma.lcing a oaretul eeleo'bion. Chapter 

three preaents a choice ot the beat examples o£ fhaokeray•a humor .nd 

the analysis o£ these, !rhus no attempt h made to make the study ex ... 

hau.st:lve, Such treatment "*>Uld m:~re properly belong to a greater a.nd 

longer exposition. 

The findings of thit investigation, however, mar prove 'bG be a 

real contribution to the 1tudy ot Thackeray, tor no inquiry in:bo 'the 

nature or Thaoaray'a humor has been thus directly made,. nor have hillf 

own deolarat:l.ons oonoerning humor been brought together betore. Tht 

disounions of these £aotors have hereto.f'oro "be,en 1noidental in t.he 

treatment of Thaokerayte general literary qualitietw 

The oonolusion will sum up the findings of the investigation. 



tHE CJUT.ICS' EST lMATE OF THACKERAY 

AS A Htll€0RIST 

A searoh through many histories of English literature and a.nalyt• 

ioal studies of Thaokeray reveals that 'Th~okeray has a high place in 
. . 

English letters as a humorist:. Just 'W'M.t a.re the essential oharacter ... 

istios o:t' 'hhllt hwaor is not eJo eaay to determinct, tor the different 

eri'bios place emphasis upon (l.if.t"erent qualities. That Thackeray'$ olever 

sketches and EUJsays were frequently disliked by the readers of hh own 

day is known, He mentions in his letters to Mrs. Brookfield oertai.n 

1 ot'i tioism tha.t hurt h:bnJ yet he received much praise from all quarterh 

Whlfln thEI oritioism available was studied, it was found that two 

views unfolded in regard to Thaokerayt s work. ~he i'aot that among the 

many favorable .xpresdons was eom.e adverse o:ritiohm, raised a problem 

at the ver':f beginning· o£ the study. Whether or not this oritie:Lsm rE~pre ... 

sentc:Jd the m.:.jortty opinion~ and whether or .not it lost its etrength aa 

the years ~nt by, had to be determined, In hie Hiatory ~ Engli~ 

Literature, H• .A. Taine, the eminent Frenoh oritio, indicted the satire 

ot Thackeray severely. Beoaun his disoutulion included most of the 

points in the adverse oritioism, and was the most unfriendly exposition 



o:f' Thaolteray•s satire that was round, it will bEl given at some length. 

·!'~alter Ba.gehot• not so harah as Ta.ine, also was un:f'e."Vorable in his 

analysh of Thackerfil.yt:s aatitEh 
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Ta.ine presE~nted Tha.okaray as a :rna.n f'ull of hate, vindi eti ve in. a. 

planne<l w:e,.y1 a man Uting hie intelligence and oleverneSS to deepen the 

bite of his ru~.til'~h He oalled him gloomy a.nd m.isanthrapio. Be deolared 

that he created wioked oharaoters without ~ redeeming features and then 

heaped insults upon them. He !'elt that Thackeray must haw bated all 

mankind. He ~:r·bioub.rly disliked Thackeray~s m.~~tthed of interrupting the 

narra.ti ve to llfbress in his own character a moral point he was mald.ng. 

With Thackeray's qualities other than his satire .. he dealt more kindly 

and aooorded him a high plaoe in English letters. 

Taine wrote his Modern Authors during the lifetime of ~game of the 

alive. Tainets purpose was to show the general d1reotion,. the tendeno:tes 1 

and common feature a of the public mind. The habit of Thaokeray to teaoh 

a moral lesson, he declared,. was oha.raoteristio ot the Victorian period. 

Taine did not call Thackeray a humorist, but a satiriGt• Although there 

were Jru.\ny llidea to Ta:tne•a di.scuadon, the aspaot of Thackeray •s a 

satirist will be summarised, 

Thackeray, more contained ('thM JJ:Lokei!na) 1 better informed 
and stronger, a lover of moral disserta:biona-, a counselor 
o£ the publio1 a ao~t of lay preacher, lelt bent en defending 
the poor 1 more bent on oeneuring :man, has br()ught to the aid 
of satire a l!ltustained common Bense, a great knowledge of the 



hear~, consummate olevern~s,, powerful reasoning, a treasure 
ot meditated hatred, ~d has perseouted viae with -.ll the 
~apons ot :retleotion. 

T&ins diseuaeed at l•ngth evidences ot l!l&ti:re in three of the great 

novels ... -Pendenn1s1 Vanitz Fair,. and !h.!. Newcome&. Thackeray's re!'leotive 

nature a.nd intelligence fitted him. for bitter, log:t.oal satire. Oo:p.tettn .. 

pla.tion of. !1 vic•, C¢1uld bring hatred of the vioeh Thaeke:ray; after 

Swit't, W'll.S the most gloomy o!' all satiritsts. 3 

Indignation, grief, soorn, disgust, are his ordinary 
sentiments. When he dig:reasea and imagines tender 
souls. he exaggerates their sensibility in order to 
render their appretsion more odious. 

The retleotive naturt of ~haokeray shut out too muoh emotion or passing 
•"1\, 

in<lignation~ His', aatire had been weighed tu).d. wtuJ the result of mature 

judgment. 

When we have rtad. to the end of' ThaolCeray, we feel the 
shudder of ~ atranger bro~ght before • ~ttress in the 
operating room o£ a hospital, on the day when cautery 
ia applied or a limb is tt.U:en of'£-. 

In auoh a oase thell :rn.ost nai;lural weapon is eerioua irony, 
because it bears witness to eonoentrated hatred1 he who 
employs it.euppretules hh first i'eelingJ he feigns to be 
speaking against himself, and o,onatrains himself to ta.ke 
the part of, hi 1 adversary,. on the other hand:-_, this. pain• 
tul and voluntary •ttitude is th• sign of excessive IJoornJ 
the protection which tpp~rently 1, afforded to an enemy 
is the worst"of tnsults.4 

2 
R. A• Taine, Historl of' En~lish Literature, (New York• Henry 

Holt and co., 1896.) Vol. 2, pp; ii -4~!. --
3 

Ibid,, Vol• 21 P• 449. -

a 



Swiftts gr~ve saroaam ~s the kind that flayed and punished) Taine said 

that Thackeray was Swift t e :f':l.rst pu·pil, Decided animosity; oaloulated 

and bitter, wu shown by the lE!mgth of the ironies which sometimes ran 

through a whole tale. Taine deolared that Thackeray nov$r spoke o:f' 

1 

Beoky Sharp through the course of three volumes but with insult• Serious. 

irony leads to serioul9 oa.rioa.ture. Thackeray heaped insult upon inault. 

The ttgrotee:ques.," as Taine oa.lled Mirobob.nt, Mrs. Major O•Dowd.; :Mbs 

Briggs, and the Docrttor, he thought were outrageous and tbe.t ·!;;hey were 

calculated deformities• 

Behind the oddity of the ohara.oter 1.s the sa.rdonic 
air of tne pa1nter,

5
a.nd we oonolude the human raoe 

is base and stupid. 

Ta.ine did not find amusement even in misadventure or diversion; for him 

the force of the satire remained. Thaokeray•s raillery produced a biting 

impressionJ he depreciated our whole nature& he derived fine sentiment 

from an ugly sour<:Hh l:te displayed bitter strength of expression,. was a 

mhanthrope, re.f'leotive and harsh; his oOlnlnentaries were bitter. the 

biting. diatribes were thrust by the author into the narrative& unwar­

rantedly~ Taina Qla1med that thus one third of a volume was lost to 

al:"t by these lesson$ ot: the author. 6 n;gegular presence of a moral 
7 

intention spoils the novel as well as the novelist." Booky's tre~tment 

was a. "storm of irony and oonte.m.pt., the heroine il'll dwarfed., illusion ie 

5 Vol. 2~ 453. lbid., P~t -6 Vol. Ibid., -· :a. P• 470. 

7 Vol. 2,. 476. lbid., P• -



a 
weakened; interest diminished~ art attentuated, poetry disappears, and 

tho ohar11oter1 mo:r~>; uae£'ul 11 has become lees true a.nd bea.uti£'ul., 117a 

'ffe regret that moral :l.ntcmti·ons ho. ve pe:rverted these 
fine literary :f'aculti~.~ ~ and ~va deplore that satire 
has :rol;E:ed art of suoh tahnt. 8 

Thi• sums up Tain(!!)' a adverfH~ criticism of The.okeray 1 s satirt:. Xt has 

been given at this length because it oontairw practically all the adverse 

ori tiohm of' Thaokera.y, 

Bagehot in a study of' Sterne !lnd Thackera:y, 9 written in 1864 soon 

at'te:r ~haokeray'a death, spoke of Thackeray's ability to write of' people 

and lif'e as he aaw it, and of hia evident sympathetic attitude toward 

humble persona. Nis adverse criticism was that he found no indication 

in the writings that 1'h.aokeray had any peraonal enjoyment in life. He 

fdt that Thackeray was too sensitive to petty pains and impressions 

from the world around hiln.. :!.'he Snob papers, he thought, showed too muoh 

thought f'o::r social inequali tie e, too muoh 5.l'l.d1gnation over m:inor .raul ts 1 

and too muoh irritability. The idea was too :i.nsistent, too frequent. too 

harsh a judgment.. 13agehot called 'l'ha.ckeray "an unoomfortable w:r:l:her. nlO 

He acknowledg~d that he was too close to Thaokerayts own day, that a 

ttoe:rtain distanoe is needful i'or a jus.t criticism, ,ll bfowhere in hia 

Btudy ?£' Thackeray did Bagehot ment~on him as a ~umoriat; however in 

--------
7t;> 
·~·, Vol .• 2, p., 178 .. 

8 Ibid., Vol. 21 P• 4dl. -
11 Walter Bagchot, nstern(:~ and Tha.oki!!ray, u Literary S.tucl.i<:~s. 

(Londone s. J.,j,. Dent ancl Sons, Ltd., n.d.) Vol. u,· PP• ~"{ ... -m;---
10 Ibid., P• 128. -11 toe. cit~ --



The delicate touches of> our great ea.tirist have. • • 
not only the charm of wit• but likewise the interest 
of' valuable 1nf'orme.tionJ he tells them of the topic$: 
which they WfUlt to know.12 

w. Rob&rtaon J'iiooll considered both sides. of the question "Was 

Thaokeray a oynio?lf13 and based his negative answer upon a. definition 

ct oynio,. In the senae of meaning 'of a. dog; ourrish1 ' or ill ... conditioned 

and snarling, and being savage, or refusing to believe good of anything 

or anybody,. 

In that sense a.ssuredly Thackeray was no oynio1 either 
in his boob or in himself • He was not a oynl.i de ... 
lighting in the evil t"ather than in the good• ·. · 

On the other $ide• however, he believed that Tha.okerayts satire was of a 

severe type and that his attention waa oonc~mtrated upon "flaws and 

blots" , 15 that, beoause or Ul'l.fortuna.te pers(.)nal experiences in early 

life, such as loss ot tortune and hiq broken home lite, Thackeray 

carried with him "a lacerating sense ot wrong• ot oheating. of lying.~~ 

even or villainy, 11 116 that be could always see the weaknesses in 

oharaoter and in the intellect of others at ·che same time that he saw 

their more noble qualities. 'Nicoll is on the divid,.ing line in respect 

to his criticism of Thaokeray as a satirist. In the matter of Thackeray 

12 !bid., "Charles Diokens.u P• 165. -
13 ·w. Robertson N1ooll, A Bookman's Letters. (Londont Hodder 

and Stoughton, 1913 .. ) Fourth E(Titlon.. PP•'""M.'-86• 
14 Ibid.~ p., 55. -
15 ~·I P• 5G. 

lS Ibid. P• 54. _, 
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writing with too grea.t attention to minor faults, his or:l.tioiam a.gr~u~d 

with TaineJ in the ma.ttt\lr of finding Th6tokera.y a. oyn.io exhibiting hatred 

and bitttU''nelu., it disagreed, for he declared that the man was very 

noble and greatly beloved by many, that he wa.s full of kindness and true 

and quiet tenderneu •. On the negative side a.s to 1'ha.okera.y•a being a 

oynio he quoted t:rom tom fa.ylor, an editor of Punoht 

/ 
Me was a oynicJ By his life all wrought 

Ot generous aot.e, mild words,. and gentle wa.y&J 
lis heart wide open to all kindly thought, 

llh hand so quick to g:lve, h.1a tongue to pra.iPel 

He was a oyniol You might rea.d it writ 
In that broad brow, crowned with :l.ta silver hair,. 

In those blue eyes, with ohildlike <UU.ldour lit, 
In that snet sndle his lips we:rli} wont to ..,.ar .• 

He w.s a eynio' By the love that clung 
About him £rom his children, friends, and kinJ 

By the sharp pain light p$n and gossip tongue 
17 wrought 1n. him, ohaf'ing the sott heart within& 

. The criticisms reported have been Qomewhat adverse in tone, mainly 

holding that Thackeray was a bitter satirist; us cynical in a.n. un .. 

desirable faebion1 and paid too much attention to Ddnor faultu in aooiety. 

Close study reveal a thQ t the term oynio ln.t:lY vary oonaiderably in meaninfb 

some oritioe ueing it in an unfavorable light, otberl attaching no stigma 

when they apply it. Ma.ny- critioe of' 'l'haokerayta time and most of the 

le.te:r oritios d1d not a.g:re.• with Taine 1s view111~ .As they read. Tbs.ckeray 

more carefully; learned. Tha.okerayt s own theories ot what humor is and 

knew m.ore about the gentle nature of the man himself, they saw his innate 

kindness and tenderneee. 

l? Ibid~, P• 6€1. -
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William Samuel Lilly waa one who disagreed with Taine. He 

an~red faine•s Qhargta in his Four En,lish HUmourist$ of the Nineteenth - . --------
Oenturr,,. 

Lilly beau his lectuX<"e with The.akera.y•• own de.acription of an 

humorist. 

The humourous 'Wl":1:ber proposes to awaken and direet your 
love .. your pity, your kindness, ... your scorn tor untruth, 
p~etension, imposture • your tend,~ees for the weak, the 
poor, the oppresoed, the unhappy. To the best ot his 
means and ability he o~~~ on all ordinar,r actions 
and passions o:f life almQst. He takes »pon himself to 
be the ~•k-day preaoher, so to speu.l 

Lilly elaborated upon this definition and then gave his oam..lf 

The humourist 11 an artist who playtull~ gives us his 
intuition of the world and human lite,ll1 

Rt thought that Thackeray waa one of the first to. use the ~rd in thil 

Lilly found that in thh age the novel was the ,most ordinary 
I 

vehiole of humor. The endowment of philosophy seemed the predominant 

quality in Thaoke:ray•a humorJ so Lilly disouseed him as a. philosopher who 

expressed htmeelt humorously. Lilly took up the indictments of Taine 

against Thackeray whioh appeared to Lilly quite wreng. Be anBWered the 

charges of misanthropy, of cynicism, of the insigniticanoe of Thaokeray•s 

oharaote.rs. He approved the ethical emphasis found in ThaokEJray• s novel 

and insisted that tho novel and ethios belong together, that the author 

ie oonoerned with men as fU'limated by mind and soul J tht~t oonaoienoe 
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cannot be ignored, nor the power of volition, the moral sentiments; moral 

habit• and moral responsibility* Xhe noveliat needs the perception of 

truth. The imprurd,on tha:b a novel leaves on a healthy mind ia the true 

test of 1 ta worth. Thackeray• s a.ooompa.nying moral let eons are all to 

the good of the age.20 

The obarge of faine that Thackeray 'ftllted to level society and 

reduce it to uniformity, Lilly refuted and said that Xhe Book of Snobs, -----
a aeries of papers appearing one in eaoh issue of Pu.neh i'or a year, wou.ld 

give a dif£erent effect if read at intervals as originally published. thiUl 

when rl!lad all at <moe ae a book. Lilly oonaidered the papers a lll(A.Ster• 

pieoe of humor1 calling th-., playfulness satiric but keen and vivaoious. 

The exaggeration and oaric;ul.ture were substantially true. "It is a very 

direct, a vary eunusing, ... •a very philosophio~tl indictment" or ~n English 

vioe, nthe ~eaaonable deference for artificial superiorities."21 Lilly 

insisted that Taine vras nong in thinking tha. t Thaoke:ray would reduce 

society to unifor-mity, and expressed the opinion that The Book ot Snobs -----
did muoh good. 

Thackeray's "books are his experienoee of lite .... and he is ever 

a moral philosopher."22 He had a nrious vi~nv of life and while 'l'aine 

thought tha.t was 111. 'blemish, Lilly did not a&ree and thought it a peoulia.:r 

20 
Ibid., P• 43. -21 
Ibid., P• 66. -22 Ibid,, P• 61~ -
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lfhaok-eray was not a mieanthropet he so.w life olee.rly and wrote of' 

what he saw* Lilly saw nothing-in common betw.en the -savage hate or 

Swift and the genial humor ot Thaokf,n:•a.y. He eaw the nature of Thaokera.y 

overflowing with kindne-slh He quoted the line that oonoludes The Book 

ot Snobsa ---
If Fun :l.s good, Truth is still better, and Love is 
the best of al!-.23 . 

--

The oharge tl'ul.t Thaokerayts good oharaotGrs we:rl!l unintex-esting 

was nob suatai:ru~d, Lilly thought, when Oolonel Newoome 1 George Warrington, 

and Arthur Pendennis, or .Amelia Sedley, Laura Bell, and Ethel Newcome we:re 

known·. lie objected to Taine' e undesirable implication that 'l'haoke:ray 

turned the novel into aatil"Eh He thought that there WtMJ too muoh tender• 

neu and patho(! underlying the satire in the novels to lll$.ke it the gloomy 
' . 

and biting satire that 'l'aine saw• That Thackeray was a oynio was held 

by people who did not undtrstand what a oynio isJ ~haokeray appealed to 

eympath:ies; belief; and instinote of' the better kind.-

Je.mes T. l!'ields, 'Who knew Thackeray per!llonally. belie;red that 

T~aokeray was a man of great taith in h~ity and he refuted the charges 

of oynioism and hatred.in _these words• 

OV'erhearing me &lil-y or1e morning something $-bout the vaat 
attractions ot London to a greenhorn like my$elf; he broke 
in with, "Yes, but you h111.ve not seen thl!'l grandeet one yet' 
Go with metod~ to St. Paults and hear the charity ohildren 
sing.'' So ·we went• and I saw the "head oynio ot l:i:te:rature,."' 
the tthater of humanity," as a oritioal dunce in the Time• 
onoe o.allecl him, biding his bowed faoe; wet with tears,. 



while his whole .frame shook with emotion; u the ohUdren 
of povert~· rose to pour out their anthems of praise. 
Afterwards he wrote in one ot his books this passa~e; 
whioh seems to me perteot in its teel:l.ng and tone:--

nAnd yet there is one day i~ the year when :t think 
st. Paul's presents the noblest sight in the whole 
worldJ wbe~ five thousand eharity children, with 
cheeks like ~o111egays; and nch!llt 6 :t'resh voices, sing 
~he hymn Which makes every heart thrill with praise 
e.:nd happineslh I ba ve seen a hundred grand eights 
in the world, ...... ooronations, Parisian sp1Em.dore1 
t;cys·h.l Palace openings, Pope t s oh~pels nth their 
processions of long-tailed oardinal$ and quav-ering 
olaoirs of fat soprani, .... but think in all Christendom 
there ia no suoh sight as Charity Ohildren • a day., . 
Non An~ei, sed an1e11. As one looks at that . 
EE!aut:t 1 mu'Mtude ot innocents t as the fir at note 
strikes1 indetd one ma.y almost .f'anoy that oheruba · 
are eingbg. tt24 

Saintsbury recognized. Thackeray as a :man of genius, but did not 

mention--his humor directly. He oalled the early work of Thackeray 
. . 25 

"extravaganaa.," !Uld "misoelle.neous llltyl«h 11 

Long, in d:l.eoueJ:l.ng Thackeray~ saidt 

He turne to ea:bire, ...... :i.nf'luenoed, doubtless, by th.e eighteenth­
oentury literature which he knew so well, and in whioh satire 
played too-la.:rge a,,pa.rt. His ea.tire is never personal, like 
Pope's, or brutal• like Swift 1e, and is tempered by kindneaa 
and hum.ort but it is used too freely; and generally lays too 
muoh 11\:tnphads on faults and foibles to be oons!~ered a true 
picture of any large class of En.gli~~th society. 
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He added that Thaokere.ywas essentially a morali$t; definitely aiming to 

produce a moral impression. 

24 JamQe T• 11eldst Yesterdala ~Authors. (Bostont Houghton 
Mifflin Oompany,. 1926 •. ) PP• !3 ... 84. ' 

26 George Saintsbu:ey1 !!:!!, ~~lish Novel,. (London a J.,. u. Dent 
and Sons• Ltd., 1919.) P• 

20 1iTf'li'~J.liUil J •. L.Png• FJnglioh Litere.turEh (Boston• Ginn and 
Company, .1919.) PP• 603•604. 



F. J. Foak&S•Jaokson estimated Thaokeray as folloW$# 

I oheerf'ully bow before the genius of England.' s master 
of fiction. llh characters are my friends, hi$ kindly 
wisdom my delight; his pathos oan move me almost to 
tears, his oynioism is a constant stimulant*27 

To be as great a satiri•t as he, a man must.feel deeply 
and have a I!Ja.eva .indignatio against a great ev-il• This, 
like all his predecessors, Thaokeray had. Re saw the 
hardness that the spirit of his age engendered.28 

Walter lh Rinobman said that the intellectual quaU ty of 

Thackeray's work appealed to the older reader; that he did not picture 

tht:... tun of society so muoh a.a he made fun of society. He did not find 

him a fault _finder, but one ~ho detested s~s and vanities, one who 

laughed rather than sooi'fed at mankind• He beliav~d that Thaok~ray 
I 

hf.d a great syxo.pathetio heart. His characters 

appeal to the reader who is impatient of exaggerations. 
who likes to study pictures painted with a. fine brush, who 
prefers tthat -~or.m of fiction which exposes the follies 
and hypocrisy of mankind rather than its vices and great 
viri;;,uaEJ. r Suoh ree.dera prefer• too, the quiet, subtle humour, 
of whioh Thackeray wae a master 1 to ·bhe :more boisterous fun 
of Diokens,29 . 

A-. (h Newoomer .afUJerted that at !'i,r.st people :misunderstood 

Thackeray, They thought he was 

satirical which he certainly was- anJ o~~ical, wh1Qh 
he was not, at least not as they thought him• t.nd 
misanthropic • which he was not at all4 30 

27 F• J. Foakes•JaokGon, Sooial Lif'e in England,. 1750•1850. 
(New York a Macmillan Company, l§H§.) p7"11r67'"" · --

26 
Ibid., P• 298. -

29 walter s. Hinchman, A H:istorr of ;r,lt•t:
3
gad American Liter-

ature. (New Yo:rkt The Century-Company, l'Vl · • • ..-
30 Alphonso Gerald Newoomer.., En§lish LiteraturE~~ (Sootta 

Foresman •nd Company, 1905 • ) P• 32~h ...... 
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He loved.w1$ely. and caved himself from oynioimn, 

And certe.inly,. in the g!!lneroeity o:f' h:ts own spirit• 
Thackeray, .. the severe ea.tirist,. floaroely leu thM 
Dickens. the indulgent senti~ntaliat,. hAs contributed 
to enlarge the offiQf of sympathy and strengthen the 
ties of human love. ~1 . 

Hugh Walter eharaoterbed Thackeray's humor thuu 

Both (Thackeray ~d Diokens) are humouristaJ but the 
humour of Thackeray ia permo at ed through a.nd through 
with satire 1 that o:f.' Diokens has not intrequently a 
touoh of' satire, but i te euentid prinoiple is pure 
fun, and :tt .is largely burlesque ••• - .Thaok:e:ray was a 
master of burlesque too,. u. but it is a totally 
different. burlesque. That of Dioken$ move• to 
lau~)lter~ and the laughter· ia frequently uproariouaJ 
Thaokera.y only excites a smile and a ohuokle of 
intellectual enjoyment.32 

16 

Thackeray's intellect controlled his sentiment. His satire was effective, 

beoauee he kept h~self aloofJ he w~s the oritioal superior. Of a 

reflective nature, he stayed his story to ponder oritioally. He did 

not deal with types for oh&.raotera, but nth individuals, as Becky, 

Major Pendennis, and Beatrix. .The more bitter satirist dealt with 

types,33 

Henry .A. Beers treated Thackeray as a humorist. 34 He wrote that 

He has been called e. oynio, but the boyiah playf'ulneu of 
his humour and his kind~ sp~rit are-incompatible with 

31 Ibid., P• 332. -· 32 Hugh Walter, The A§~ ~ Tennzson. (London• G, Bell and 
Sons, Ltd., 1914.) PP• ~ 

33 Ibid., PP• 93 .. 99, -34 Henry A, Btera, .From Chaucer ~ '.rennlson. (Hew Yorka flood 
and V1no~mt 1 1894.) PP• 20r:ra'a. 



oyniohmu u, • Thackeray's pen was dr1V11ln by love, and 
it was not in bitterness but in sadnes• that (he) laid 
bare the wiokedne:u of the world ••• , • • Behind his satirio 
mask he oonoeded. the manliest tenderntUIIII• and a revf#renoe 
for everything in human nature tha.t is good and true .. 35 

17 

The artiol• on fha.okeray in warner's L,ibra.!:l 2£. ~ World's .!!!,!! 

Literature statess 

It has become superfluous at the present day to point 
out that he wa111 very far from being the OY!ie be pa$sed 
for w:l. th many :readers during his lifetime. 36 

Hattie Tyng Griswold called him "the great humorist." She 

recognized the oritioi~ or previous writers that thought or him as a 

oynio• a hater of his kind, a misanth:ropiat, a bitter satiriet, a hard, 

ungenial man and she deolared that he had been cleared of the oharges 

by his friends* that he 'Wa$ one o£ the tenderest and kindest men, aot'tl• . 
hearted and full of sensibilities, a. genial and kindly companion. She 

felt that Thaok:e:r'ay had an unusual capacity for enjoying l1£e, Be wa.a 

great, loving,. and noble. In his private life he w-.uJ known tor keen1 

subtle remarks on lifeJ he flung out little o:f'f·hand sketohes of character 

and descriptive touahes of men and things. He frequently indulged in 

doggerel, oarioature and parody. He did these easily and without teeming 

effort. Many were the juts he made when the company was small and intimAte, 

It af:f'orded relaxation from the more ••rious work on his booka.37 

36 Ibid., P• 203. -36 w, c. Brownell• ~William Makepeace Thackeray~" in (Libra~ 
of' the V~lorld •s But L1tera.tu:rt, edited by Oharbs Dudley Warner. 

""ll V'CiiS ;') Vo I. 2"5";"'P, l4tHS2h 

3? Hattie Tyng Griswold, Home Life ot Great Author•• (Ohioago, 
A· c. UoOlurg and OOJnpany, 1888/}pp.""'!lr•!!'4. 



He is the.Ox.l~, the Only. Suoh pt~~.thos, suoh wit, 
suoh wisdom, will not dawn upon us again•-in time,38 

Lewis Melville ended his book, ~ As1;eot. .?.£. Tha.okert.y, by 

ple.oing him a.s the one who will go down to posterity ae the author of 

yauitl Fair, Pendennia, and pen~ Esmond, the greatest historical novel 

written by an Englishman, and as the me~t humorous of' the nintteenth 

century novelists. 39 He .found much fun, wit, and humor in Tha.okere.y' s 

verae,4° and in the illustrations whioh Thackeray drew for his own 

writinga.,4l 

The foremost artist of English prose and one of the greatest of 

humorists was whlt w. c. Brownell called Thackeray in Victorian Prose 

Masters. 42 He thought that ·the artht and satirist nrt~1 .fused in 

perfection. He paid tribute t~ The.okerayts love of truth, 

, The love of.' truth was with him, indeed, le u a sentiment 
than a passion. l:t absor·bed hh mind and intpired ita 
e.otivity. To the moral temperament thus attested false• 
hood of al.l kinds SEltiiJ!l.ed the OI\le thing in the universe worth 
the ovooation of militant energy~43 

to his amiability and friendlinesa, 

His high spirits are astonishing. They are the souroe o£ 
the infectiousness of his humour as well as responsible 
for its oooadow triviality, .And their underourr&nt 
ia a melancholy that is as native as they.44 

38 Ibid., P• 333. -39 Lewis Melville, Some Aapeots of Xhaokeray. (Bostona Little, 
Brown, and Company, 1911.) PP• !'!;O ... S1; -

40 Ibid,, PP• 49 ... 81. -
41 Ibid., PP• 97 ... 123. -
42 w. Ca Btlovmdl1 Viotorian Prou M111.1te:rs. (.N(II'W Yo:rkt Charltll 

Soribnerts Sons, 1909.) PP.• 3 .. 4~. ' 
43 Ibid•• P• 17·18, -44 Ibid,, P• 20. -
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Brownell enjoyed the fun found in the caricatures that illuetrate 

Tha.okeray•s books. He oall~d Thackeray a realist,. moralht, and a. 
1 

philosopher of' lite,. who emphasized th@ importa:no~ of building oha:raoter. · 

Some oons:lderation is due to tthe.okera.y• a verse as .1110 much of it 

b humoroue. WUU.ew !rent aolm.owl~~tdged the merit o:f.' it and held a high 

opinion ot it. He said that the fun and wit and hUlll.or were brilliant and 

ranked fhs.okera.y with Prior cmd Rood (on the com1o side). Thackeray 

alwa.ys had a. keen sense of' fun, He wrote a ballad, 'he Willow Tree, ·- -
that as pronounced good by,many of' the critics) then ttaimply that he 

might render his work absurd wrote a parody on it•" Professor Matthews 

IR.id "that the au'bhor o! ~ Pe~ and I!;! Album frequently aohieved the 

'rare balance of fml and sentiment which is expected in familial" 

verse. ,,.t-5 Trent qlosad with saying., 

In the main he is brief, brilliant. ~d buoyant., 
as the oritiot tell ua a poet should be, and he 
combines humor and sentimt~Jnt in a. most felioi tous 
:rruumer • 46 

Another desoription of Tha;okoray•s humor wae given by Justin 

MoCartcy.47 

fhao:keray's marm.ers were in general quiet, grave, and even 
gentle, and his most humourous utterances, which were as 
frequent a$ they were delightful~ had an air of restraint 
about them as if the great sa.tiriat wished rathar to repreas 
ths.11 to indulge his amusing and saroastio sallies of wi t.48 

45 William. Peterf:teld Trent, Longfellow,. and Other Easars .. 
(New York a Thomas Y • Crowell and Co111pany,. !916 •. fPP• !'?3 ... lgB. 

46 !bid., P• lee. -47 Justin. MoOarthy• Portraits of the Six:bies. (N!ilW Yorke 
E:arPEJr and Brothers,. 1903•) pp,. 22 ... 33";""'"'-

48 !bid., P• 23, -
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ltl!<>re definite was the account of' Thackeray's humor by Oliver Elton. 

He considered Thackeray more of a mime than any other great English 
' 1; ~' 

e.u'bhor ~ the ability to oa.toh the swles and accents of other writl!lrl was 

expressed in some very amusing burlesques. fravesty and ~imiory and ~ 

bent for parody accompanied Thaokeray through life~~o Queer spelling a& 

in the Yel+o~lush Papers, the Wit of the funny drawings that illustrated 

the intent of author eo perfectly, the mocking note in the verse# ironic 

fare$, noneense hfJrOiea,. all were pure expressions of the inborn humor 

of Tha.okeray. 49 

.Anthony Trollope, a friend of Thaokeray e.nd his family, wrote a 

oareful a.nAlytioal. study of the man and his work• 

The fe•11ng of' tun would quiekly oonw to him1 and the 
queer rhymes would be pour•d out as plentifully as th~ 
sketohe$ wer4h; 

. In a:trtu.pting to understand his obara.oter it is n•oes.sary 
for you to br:ar within your own mind the idea that he 
was always, within hb own bosom, encountering mela.noholy 
with bu.f'i'oone:rr, and meanness with satit'e, The very spirit 
of burlesque ~lt within him,~-a spirit which does not see 
the grand the lest because of the travesties whioh it is 
always engende~i~g.eo . 

Aa to Thackeray being a cynic, TrollopE~ protested that he Wlll.S :fllr removed 

fl"om it,. He was too generous. too oharit.,ble. He was not a eynio but, 

Trollope said, a satirist, putting hi$ toot upon a foible to stamp it, 

but never wanting to give pain, He regarded. Thackeray as one of the 

49 . 
Oliver Elton, Surv~ of English Liter&.ture. (tondona Edward 

Arnold, 1920.) Vol.- 4!., PP• 2 ... m. 
50 

Anthony Trollope_. Thaokera.y. (New Yorka Harper and Brothers, 
1901.) PP• 31•32. ' 



:most so.f't .. hearled of human beings, SW'EI&t as Charity 
itself, who vrent about the world dropping pearls• 
doing good, and neYer wilfully inflicting a wound.5l 

21 

Thackeray £ought ag~inwb the humbug of ~ything, the pretence. the 

£alneness ot affected sentiment. He declared that all humbug was odious 

and that he would laugh it down to the extent o:f' hifll capacity. Trollope 

insisted that the object of' a novel should be to instruct in morals 

while it u.uaed,. Re called Thackeray a prince among hu.morists and that 

in his verses as in his proee, 

The charm of Thackeray• s wo;rk lies in the n:d.ngling of 
humour with pathos and indignation. There is hardly a 
piece that is not aa.tirioalJ - and in most o£ them, 
tor thoee who will look a little below the surface; 
there is something that will touoh them.. fha.ekera.y, 
though he rarely uttered a wordt either with his pen or 
his mouth, in whioh there was not an intention to reaah 
our sense of hum.our• never was only funny. When he ns 
most deteX'l'll.1ned to make Ulll laugh. hEll had always a further 
purpose; some pity wae to be extraoted from us on behalf 
o:f the sorrows of men,. or some incU.gnati on at the evil done 
by them.52 . 

It l'fa.s de~d worthwhile at the beginning of this study to 

~soertain the oritios• estimate of Thackeray as a humorist. A large 

n·umber of opinioruJ were given in digest form. A sutnJ.'Qary of those 

opinions ie as folloWst 

Taine was unfavorable in his treatment of Thackeray as a satirist. 

JUs :most impt~rtant chargee were that Tha.okerEJ.y qa bent on censuring me.n; 

was e:xoeed.ingly olE!ver and intellectual, gifted with powerful reae.oning 

51· 
Ibid., P• eo .. -



!2 

ability, but la1hed the Enmlish publio and wro~e with hatred and bitternese 

and gloom.. r~ne condemned Thackeray' • trea.tment o£ ltebeoea Sharp. He 

thought that the ter.ms Qt tenderness used in deeoribing Beoky.heightened 

the insulting tone ot the tWthol", whioh na a.lnys a.aroa.e. Dagehot waa 

also unfavorable 1n tone, hiliJ main ohal"gt being that thaokera.y paid toe 

muoh a'btention to minor tau.lta and showed no evidence ot poaatu!I~Jing a 

happy naturfh }Jicall was inaHned to &I£X"ee with :Saa;ehot in believing that 

The.ekeray paid too muoh a:bten.tion to :minor flaws in h'UJlU!Ul nature but added 

favorable oonnnent by denying that 'l'haolceray was bit'ier a.nd enarling in 

temperament• He saw more ot J.ove and tend.erneu thU hate in the oha.ra.oter 

of Thackeray. 

Lilly undertook to retute faine in hia main argument• and waa 

detini'bely favorable to ,'rh&Oktu•-.y in hie or':l.tioiUl• Re denied the ohargee 

a.ga.i:nat him of milliUUt1mropy and of oynioia. He denied abo the ohuge 

of mbtreatm,ent ot Oh.araotert. B• f'el t that moroal tea.obimg or ethio• 

had. a positive plaoe in lita:rature~ which Taine d.id not feel. Be pet'• 

oe1 ved the tlature of i'hAokera.y as overtlowing w1 th k:indnen. and lo'ring 

truth. Lilly was moat •ppreoiati ve Gi.' Thaoke.ray., Fielcll thought that 

the oharge of' oynioiem. wa• abeurd. and offered in refutation an incident 

ooncerni:q,g fha.okeray '• love tor the singing ot tlle ahu-1 ty children ot 

st. Paul' s, Saint ~.'bury r•oogniJG ed Thaokera;y t • gen:l. lUh Long though'b the 

satire was used too freely but did n.ot oondcle:r i'b brutal. i'oa.kea•Jaoklon 

spoke in te~• ot high praise of Thackeray's Wit, wiedom• and pathos, and 

deolued thli\t Thaokeray'lll characters W'tre ohoioe tJ'iends. Hinchman 

believed that Thackeray was not a fault finder, that hia humor n.s quiet 



and sub'ble u he made fun of sc!HJil.ety.. :Nenomer asserted that the tirn 

eri1:d.cs or Thaekeraytll!i· own day m$1Wtlieratool'l :him and that he wa.s mot at 

al.l l'd.tanth.rQ}il:h noP WIMI he eyaioal in the !m\tl.nexo they had dea<n•ibed, 

Ws.lker 4ea1ed. 'bl:l.e ehara;e ima:t Tbaokepl\y was a bitter sa:t:lrist.. Henry A• 

Beers deolared that Thaokllilr&y wa.t ariuated by love, not bitterntss, and 

that h~~t revel"ed everything that was good and true in human :tua.ture. 

'Wuner t 1111 Library gave an lll;OCount of Thackeray that as favorable to hi' 

hu:m.or in i'bs toneh Hattie ~g Griswold apoke in high pi"'fliae ot the 

humorist as did Lewis Melville and vr. o- Brownell, Willii!Un Trent, and 

Justin :uooarthy. Olinr Blton'a ot'it1o:hm praised the wit and humor of 

Thackeray and Cited examples of his clever m:Lmiory1 of hie burlesques, 

his parody, and verae. Anthony Trollope in a careful ana.lytieal study 

ot his friend and .fellow novelist ref'uted 'bhe charge• of misanthropy and 

eynioiam and deo·.la.red !haokeray to be t. prince of humoriets. 

Thi1 brief summary of the oritioiama indicates that two divergent 

opinicms developed ill regard: to Tba.okvay All a h'Wllori;t. On• group of 

ori.tiol!ll1 .f'oretoost of whom was '!'aine, believed him to be a bitter, gloomy• 

m!aanthr9pio satirist. The opposing group instead, found htm to be a 

gentle humorlln.us tecaoht~~r tull of leve and kindness and 'Wit. Their ane.lys•• 

pointed out that a high pla.oe among inglieh men of letters was aooerded 

Thackeray. He appealed to the intelligent reader who thought about 

eooiety- with ita goed. and evil tendencies, Hh intentions were always 

kin.dlyJ hil na:bure generous and charitable. He btlieved firmly that the 

novelist held a moral cbliga:bion in hie rtla.tion with his reader and that 
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humorous expreasion war eff.cotive in.po!nting out foibles and vic••• Re 

was •lways sinol!u•e. .U:h style was w1 tty, olen:r,. !Uld nri•d• showing 

him to be a .·mal$te:r ot legwa.g~~t. Be expresnd himself easily in parody, 

burhsque, wrse, and j&'W"nalbrbio ar'lll!.clee,. &119 well a.t in the grfliiQ.:ter 

:t'o:rm of'· ill he. novel• 



1'HA.OXERAY 1S EXPRESSIONS OONCERlUNG Ht.J}lOR 

A $'lmcB.y 0f' Thaokerayt Ill e:x.prenions oonoli!rning humor ~:revealed a 

definite pa~t~rn. The same idtas as to what humor 1s1 'its aubjeet 

ma.ttt:r fUld its oharaotE~r, ooourred again and again. 

Thaekeray dtd not write analytically on hum~r but mentioned it 

frequently. For thia study his expressions regar&ing humor have be•n 

seuoh4Jd out a$ they appear in his writings. lrhey have 'been gleaned 

from t.ll hi o works, inoludil:lg h:ta novels, hie leot'Ul"es, hie m.a.ny 

mbotllaneoua essays vitten for Frazer • s Ma.gubu~,. Punoh IJ.l'ld other 

perioclioall, and from his letters to the Brookfielcila not l'll"it"ben tor 

pu'b1ication at all. Nowhere was the subject or humor the main theme 

of' the work except; perhaps; in the lecture on Charity and Humor, which, 

arter all, had a ditterent purpoae than t0 be an exposition or humor 

alone, seeking rather t<> estllblish that the humori•rt was philanthropio, 

benevolent, and sympathe'bie, ool:ltributing to the ehartties of the world 

in hie own way. 

No change in the nature ot the ideas through the period of' yttars 

was discernible. !t'ho 111ue ideas al't:hough e:x;prened. in different words 

were .found in artioles that werm written years apart. The thought that 

humol" And melanoholy have a oloee auut.ooiation was e:x:p:re1sed more strongly 

in the ~V~e.rlier writing•, but• at thie til'll.tll corresponded to the beginning 

ot a. period of deep pe:rlolltl\1 grief :l.n Thaokera.y• 1 own life, :J.t wa• 



probably a natural e:x.preuion. '.t'ha.okeray' s scrrow llUld loneliness never 

le :rt him in him lifetime, and th& idea of' the aloae oonneoti on or hUl'!lor 

and sadness wae a persiaternt on& in hh work. 

Thaoker'ay de tined humor as a :mixture or love and ld t, •1 repeating 

the definition later in dmilar wordt!l. With his :1.nshtenoe u.pon love as 

Ql:l attribute of humor he built up the oonoept with the inoludon of the 

qualities ot kindlintat and sympatbr• 

fhe subjeots that ~haokeray ohose tor his humorous treatment were 

taken f':rom every day lite around him, fX'om hh reading, from anything that 

arrested his attention, such as the va.nities and :f'oibli'!Hil of so0bty, 

vices, sentim$ntal1ty. Re WTOte as a speotator and commentator ot lite 

:m:uoh as Ad.dieHm wrote one hundred and thirty some years before him, 

d though Thackeray :revtaled more indignation ~~~.nd preached more zeral<.msly 

than did Addison. 

T~rou!h all of thaokeray*a work, the novels,. the storitH:;, the 

euays;; :tan e. strong them• o£' moral teaching. He aimed definitely 'bo 

teach moral leseons and dnoll!l:rely believed that the hum.oTous writer, 

who was also A daily commentator upon affairs had thia duty to per.tonn.. 

A mor• detailed andyei a of ~haokeray' s expresdone reguding 

huntor .. ..:what it h, what topics a:re auitable tor it and what ita oharaoter 

is, follews. 

l '*l.O:•• Srown' s :Lettere to Bh Nephew," Sketohee Md Tra.vela in 
London, Wote-. 2£!. Journel !!..e! Oornhill !2, Grand Oa!ro, Vol. §1, p~46 • 

• ln 'bhis study all rete:renoea to Thaoke:ray'a worke are to 
The Works of 11lliam Makefeace Thaokeral• Kensington Edition, 32 vols. 
~ew !ork• ~arXet forrbnerta Sons, I~6S, 



TI:Il£ QUALITIES Oli' HtJ).{OR 

A nutnber ot literary oritioe in discussing humor expressed them• 

selves in tennt that e.re similar to Tnaokeray• s exp-reesionas. Philo J!h. 

Buck, 111. .modern oritio, in. his. disoullion ot comedy in its varying 

phases wrotef 

When appathy with the ludioroul or grotesque objeot 
is tel t 1 th• ·tone ot the la.ught~n· changes and we have 
what we call humor,& 

He oited the ludioroue oharaoters of Don Quixote «nd Sancho Pan~& and 

even while w·• l..ove ih-. Buok: recognized sympathy a.e a. quality of 

humor,. lppat&y n1 e. part of Sa.intsbueyt s de.f~nition• Be wrote 

ttlt is a :reeling ad preeenta:ti\.on of the .ludiorous1 inoluding 

sympathetic, or ~ least meditativef transcendenoy•~s 

Patho• WUI spoken. ot by Coleridge in the phrase• 11oongru.ity of 

humor ,with pathos. tt4 Fity and tears are elements gi nn··by Pater in 

the plu"ase1 "laught~u· which bl~md$ w1.th tears- and enn with the 

subtleties ot the i.Ju.g~tion.1 and which :tn its most •~qilisite motiYe 

ie one with pity,tt 5 We:rne~ said th._.t "tru• humour ie naver divorced 

2 Philo Mt Buok1. Jr.; ,L:Lterarl Or1t1o1am (New Yorka Harper and 
B:rotlw:re. 1~30) 1 P• 293. 

3 Ibid•, .pp; 293•294* -4 tbidw 1 P• 294; -5 
lbic\• 1 P• 294.; -

27 
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from pathos; and it is usually allied with the pawsr of e.eeing the 

poetry in COIOJ!l.Qn things. rr 8 

Humanity of the hum.oriet was str:-essed by Soherert 

The perception of the contrasts of hum$n destiny 
by a man who dof!!I.S :not sever himself' f'ro:m h\.llll.ml.i ty., 
but who takes him own short-comings and those of' 
his dear fellow•or~aturea oheerfully•~that is the 
essenee of humour. 

Truth as a quality ia found in a quotation from L'Eetranget 

:Many humorous sayingth ...... fail tor 1ol$..nt of f.'ol.Uldation •. 
That would•be wit which has no element of truth is always 
a ta1luroe1 and may appear rema.:ntio,. dull or ludicrous ... -
or simply nonsensical. In ••• humour ••• the imperfection 
must refer to some kind o:t.' right or truth •• • 8 

These elements~·love. sympathy. pity, pathos, tears, humani~y. truth•~ 

were all included in the Thaokeray extraotaJ some vnre mentioned again 

and again• 

the endeavor to olarify and for.mulate an idea as to Thackeray's theories 

Thaoke-ray realized that England ·in the 1850 '$ had refined her 

humor 1 her moralfi:i sw.d :ma.nner·s greatly over those of the . eighteenth 

oentury; and where Swift and Steele oQuld laugh and make jokes at a. 

hanging, f"Or instanoc. and Gay write mercy ballads about one. Thackeray 

' 

6 
A• iYern.er, The :S:umou:r of Italy (New Yorlq C •· Scri b:ner • a Sons .. 

Xbd.) II P• 295. - ·-

7 
Edmond Sohc;trer, Esas.ys on Engl1ah Literature (New Yorka 

c. Soribner•s Bona, 1891)." p; lstr. --

8.A. G, L'Estrange; ~iatorr ~ Englieh Humour Vol. I! (London• 
Hurst and Elaok:ett, n.d,); P• 296, 
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himself oould not. Ind111ed1 he onoe, July, 1840• went to a hanging to 

study his own reaotione together with those displayed by the orowd 

ar~nd him and came home greatly depr~ssed and disturbed. A melancholy 

ao()ompanien him that remAined with him many days. 
9 

A hundred years be.ok, people o:rowded to see that last 
aot or a htghwa.y:m.an 1a lite.., and :made jokes on :tt.j; Sw1rt 
laughed at him, grimly advising him to provide a Holland 
shirt and white cap crowned with a or~son or black ribbon 
for his exit, to mount the cart oheerf'ully ...... eJhake hands 
with the hggman, a.nd so ...... :f'arewell. Gay wrote the :m.ost 
delightful ballads, and made merry over the same hero,. 
Contrast these with· the writings o£ our presen'b humouris·l:isl 
Comparo those morals e.nd ours-.. those :manners and oura~ 9a 

l'iow th<t whole truth concerning thEHIO oould not be told• 

Thaokeray noted another change in the humor of preceding tilmu 

and or his own day, t...nd tha.t wa.s in the treatment of woman in oomedies. 

He found pleasure in tb.e r~ct that Steele treated ·women with more 

respeot and deoenoy than Wl\S usu.al with hi a fellow wr1 ters or pred• 

ecei!Jeo:rlit. ne traoed briefly the pla.oe that women have beem given in 

comedy. Steele was the first w:rittlr who really :seemed to admire ani 

respeot women. In Sha.ke&pearean plays women had but a small ptLrt in 

the dialogue. Oongr•w oould pay them splendid oompliments but looked 

upon them as "mere instl"U1ll$nte of gallantry. nlO Swi:ft tt.utterly soorned 

women" $.11d treated them with "insolent patronage and vulgar protection. nll 

9 "Ocing To S•e ·&~. Man Hanged-.n Slcetehes and 1"ravels in London. 
}!.,ot.ee, 2£. !. .~ourneY, ~ Cornhill .!£. Gr~.d. ~.2.! -vol.~'"-~1 .. 'pp-;-"23!5 ... 255 .. 

9
4\ ''Stede." The Four Georges, The English llu:mourists cf the 

::g~~S~nth '~ .. ~turi!, lfiViiW7; tfeorma" Cr'illf•~~ ;t'ohii tetion," VOf. -mf, 

lO ttsteele." fhe ~ G.~or~e.!, Xhe Exl§lish Huxnourists or the 
l~i§hteenth CenturlJ lriV'iews,. Geor/il'il CrU'l'JC'fllJ:'iinTC, JoJ3n !!Gi'!H)!t." vor. "W, 
P• -n5. · · · · -· -

ll Eli!.! 2.!:!. 



He though'b wol!JAiln :f'oolfh "Addison laughs a:h 'W()lnen oque~.ll:tJ but, with the 

gentl.ene.ss and politeness of his nature,. sxnles at thtm and watahes them, 

as if they'\%f'e h~rmltus, l+alf•wi-lrb&dt amuain~b pretty ereatW"ea, only 

to be menta playthingf~t nl2 Steele was the first to admire sincerely 

In his ooml!lldiea, the heroes do not rant and r.ave about the 
divine beautiea of Gloriana. o:r S't$atira, as the Qha.raotera 
\'l'IIU'€1 made to do in the chivalry rolllJ!Uloes and ·the high ... 
flown dramas juat goi~g out ot vogue» but steele admires 
wo:menta virtue, aolmcrwledges 'bheir 1ense1 Qd adores their 
~ri 'iy and beauty, w1 th •:n ardour a.nd · strength 'Whioh should 
vr!n th~.goGd~wi~l of all w~en to their hearty .~d respectful 
chNnpion, l'b h tlitis ardour, thi• resp111ot, this .:me.nliness, 
"Whieh m•kee hh 90mediee u pleua.tl.t and their heroes .sueh 
fine gentluerh l~ 

Raving noted oert-in c~ges in the development or humor Thackeray 

stated tersely irhat he believed humor to be. In an article· e.ppearing 

in Puneh about 1848, he ob•erved o£ the novel David OoEferti~ld and or 

Diekene• 

How beaut:tful it :ls ...... hovr eharmingly .f'reeh and aim:ple.S 
In those admirable tcnii.ok\es of twdtr hum.our•-&u:l.d I $hould. 
oall hwnour, Bob, a mixture of love and w1t; ...... who oan equal 
this great geniuavl• ' 

There h hie shorl;i brbf datinition, humor :11 "a. mixture of lave and 

wit.lt 

' "'''""' 
12 92.• oit. 

13 Ibid• ~ P•· 26lt 
~'I 

14 *11tr, Ercnmta t.ott~rs to his Nephew,. tt 8ketohu and Travola in 
London, Notes .2£..!. Journe~ ~ Oornhill ~ Gran'a ba!ro Tor, 21, :P• 4lf. 



l ha. ve said myself somewhere, I do not know with what 
oorreotneaa (tor definitions never are complete), that 
hum.our is wit and loveJ I am sure, at any rate. that th" 
beat humour is that whioh oontains moet humQnity, that 
whioh

1
:te flavoured tnroughout with tendernees and kind• 

n.e••• 5 

!l'haokeray streased his wish tor· s1noer1ty a.nd truth. He wrote 

tf'om Paris in 18491 in a l•tter to Mrs, Brooktield in Engb.ndt 
. . 

.... ., • It I mAyn*t tell you what I feela What 
is the use of a friend? That's why ! would rather 
have a •ad letter :f'~om you1 or a short one if you 
are tired and unwell, than a shm:m. ... gay one ..... and r 
dcm 't subscribe at all to the d.oatrine o:f' ''strivins 
to be cheerful."' A quoi bon, convulsive grins and 
humbuggimg good•humour' Let.us have a.reasonable 
cheerfulness; and melancholy too; if there is 
ooeadon for i t••a.nd no more hypoo.risy in life 
than need be .• 16 
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Faith and. simplicity- Iii.%"& qualities closely oonnl.'lcted with truth 

and dncerity11 !rhe kindly nature of the ms.n shows iteelf' in the impulse 

to t•el pity rather thanmi~h at 1eeing a tailure result from an 

enterprise «mt~&red into with earnestness liUld .faith, Thackeray, 

commenting upon an exceedingly large picture of Yrt Haydon~ was 

remin4ed of ~ stout gentl~n who 

fully believed that. he could walk upon the water, and 
set ott in the pl"eeenot or a great oonoou:rse of people u-pon 
his supermarine journey. Ther$ is no need to tell you that 
the poor·tellow got a ~ttiug and •ank amidst the jeere or 
all beholders. I think somehow they t.hould not have laughed 
e.t that honest ducked gentlenua.n~r they should have respeott'id 
tho faith ~~md sh pli.Gi ty whi oh led him unhea i ta.tingly to 
venture upo~ that watery expe:rimentJ and so1 instead of 

~ 

~ .., "Charity and. llumour 1 " The Four Geories, The ~~sh Humour ... 
ist111 of the lU.~teenth Centurl• lii'V1ewe, Cleorie crUl'ICs , Johii 
m;-m .. 2, P• :t04. ·· · -

16 Lett&:ra ot. ~haok:era.y to Mrs. l:l:t"ooktield, Dra:win§lll and · 
Ca:riQatu:ru, ! ~~- !lu\oi:eraffs""'Mia:rao:Ser's, Vol. sa, P• tr4;" 



laughing at .Ht.ydon, whioh you and I were just about to do, 
let us oheok our jooula.rit:y and give him credit f'or hie 
great ea.rn•stneas of purpose.. I begin to i'ind the wo;rld 
gr<ming more pathetio .da.ily,.- and laugh less every year of 
my l:i.te. Why laugh 1!\t idle hopes, or vain purposes, or 
utter· blundering 111tl.f•oon:f":i. dE~tnce? L.et us be gentle w.t th 
the:m hemcef'orthJ who knows whether

7 
there J)'l.fl.y not be 

something of the SQrt ohez nous ?1 · 
' -

In the IIOO.§lish Humourist. s o£ the ~i§hte~th Century, Thackeray 

dhouued anlong the humor of o'bhers tt..t ot Acidieonw He approved its 

qualities• its gentleness and k:t..ndlinEUJih Addison.'fil ·m.t flowed from 

a happy heart e.nd spirit; :He observed small faults and mannerisms 

and foibles for hi a subje,cts, he oommented amusingly about them and 

laughed at them kindly. Thackeray admired Addison, whose humor ns 

somewhat like hie own. 

We oome now to a humour tha.t flows from quite a different 
heart and ·spirit ...... a wit that makes ue laugh and leaves 
us good and he.ppyf to one of 'the ldndut benefactors 
the.t sooiety ha.B ever had; and I believe you have divined 
alread~ the.t I am. about tE) mention Addison 'a honoured 
nW11l.e,l . 

lt is a.s a ta.tler of' ema1 J. talk and a. Spectator of 
mankind,. that wt oherish and l.ove M.m; a.nd. owe &8 much 
pletasure to hint as to any hll.m.GI.n being that ever wrote. 
He oame in that e.rtitioia.l a.ge, and began to speak with 
his noble, n&tura.l voioe, Re eame, the gentle· satirist, 
who hit no unta.ir blnJ the ki.nd judge, who oaetiga.ted 
only in smiling. Wh.il~ Swi.f:"t went about, hanging and 
ruthli'J u• .. a li tera.ry Jeffreys -•in .Addison's kind court 
only minor caus we:re tried t only peoQadilloes and small 
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11 
1't]?1cture Gouip.

11 
Yisoel.laneous n:uays. Sketohes and Reviews. 

Vol. 30; P• 329 .. 
is 

"Oongreve and .Addhon • 1
' Four Geor!ies1 ihe English Humourists 

of the !91f:teenth. 0Gntur~, Revi.owa., (J(;'Orge Oru!ka1ii'i'Ut, ~ t;eech, 
Yo'.LTTe, PP• 260-2!0', · 



sins against eooiety: om.ly a dangerous 11bertinism in 
tuckers and hoops: or e. nuisanoe in the abuse of' beaux:' 
Oli!U:'IS s and snuff ... boxes. It may be a. lady is tried tor 
breaking the peace of our sovereign lady Queen Anne; 
and ogling too dangerously from. thl.':l aide ... bo:q or a 
Templar for bea~ing the watoh, or b~eaking Prisoian's 
headc or a e1tiz~ts wife for oaring too much for the 
puppet ... ahow. and too li.ttle for her husband and 
ohildrent every one of the little sinners brought 
before him il!l fM!lusing, and he d.isndssee each with 
the pleasantll!lst penalties and the moet charming words 
of admonition.,l9 

Raving good ... will and ld:ndneuu .. " he looks on the 
"WOrld and plays with the ceaseless humours ot all o£ 
ua ...... laughs the kindest laugh .... point~J our neighbour t s 
foible or eooentrioity out to us with the moat good• 
natured, smiling confidenoe; and thenp turning ovel" 
his shoulder • 'Whispers our foibles to our naighbour.20 -

Thackeray found humor in both vanities and virtues. ot Sir Roger de 

Cover ley 

·what is rid.ieulou" 119 delightful in him; we are so 
fond of him because we laugh at him so. And out o:f' that 
laughter» and out of that sweet wee.krteu, and out of those 
harmless eooentrioitiea and follies, and out of that touched 
bre.in, and out of that honest manhood. and simplicity-• n 
get reault of happinese, goodnescl, tenderness,. pity# piety; 
tluch as, if nty audienee will think their reading and hearing 
over, doctors and di:vines but sc;ldom have- the fortune to 
in~pire.2l 

That is Thackeray sp.elking-·Thaokeray, the humorist of a century and a 

quarter lt:ber. In the above comments on Addison may be l"aad Thaokeray's 

own oonviotiona concerning humor. 

19 Ibid., PP• 221•222• -20 Ibid., p .. 225. -21 Ibid., P• 226. -



flul.okera.y was very careful tha. t his jokes and fun should not 

hurt a~ one, and certainly not wound a triend. 

·My Dear Mrsti Brooktields 
Now tha.t it is ovtr and it~remedia..ble I eun thinking with 

a. sort of horrsr of a. bad joke in the last number of Vanity 
Fair,. ·whi.oh ma.y annoy SQDl.ebody whom I wouldn't wish to dis­
please. Amelia is represented a.• having a ladyts maid; and 
the lady•s maidts name is Payne. I laughed when I wrote it, 
and thought tn.t it was good tun; but ne>w• who knows whether 
you and Payne and e~ybody won •t be an~ry, and in fine; I 
am in great tremor. ~he only way will be, tor you I fear 
to change PS¥ne's name to }).er OhriStta.n one. Pray dQD tt be 
angey if you are, and f'orgi ve me :i.t ! have ot.f'enf:led• You 
know you are only a pieoe of Amelia1 my mother is anothar 
halt • my poor littl«<l wite••y est pour beaueoup. 

tmd I am 
Yours most •inoerely 

w •. M. Tha.okeray. 
I hope you will write to aay that y<-u i~t"l;t:i.ve me,.2J 

(1948) 
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He d.isa.pp:rov.ed of jokes that hurt other peopleJ jokes that m.a.de 

fun or deformities were low forms of wit and were tunny only to dull 

people• A pamphlet attacking Pope carried .a trontiepieoe of a hunoh~ 

baok labEJled "Pope." Thaoke:ray aaid1 

This kind ot rude jesting wa.111 an evidence :not only ot an 
ill nature_ but a dull onc!h When a ohild makEIIs a pun, 
or a lo~t b:reakee out into a laugh, it is some very 
obvious oomb:l.nation of words, or disorepanoy ot objeott~~, 
wh.hh p:rovoku the intanttne satirist, or tiok:lea th• 
boorish wag, .nd many of Popets reviler• laughed, not 
so muoh be9~:uae they were wioked, as because they knew 
no better.BJ 
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He de~lared that humorous -1no1dentt ahould be used sparingly in 

o:rder to obtain the greatest e.ftect. !he main t»-l"t ot a book should be 

oalm with the incidents, causing laughter• appearing only oocaeionallyJ 
. ' 

then would .;hey. sparkle the more beoaute crrf their ra.:rtt~,-. Writing as 

lr- !itmarsh,. oritio 11 of published pr•ss aooounts wherein provincial 

o:ri tics used. phrases su oh as "we he. ve literally ro&.red with laughter 

over the last number, u or "abaolutely burst wi:bh cachinnation," or 

"been obliged to cl!lll i:n two printer•.- devils to hold the editorial 

Gides• while reading funny ator:les 1 Thackeray saidt 

let the reader be .assured that he hae fallen \1pon 
critical opin1on4 not worth 'the havinguu !t U!J· 
impossible to yell with laughter through th,.rty•two 
page•• •tmghter, to be werth h•vtnr,, can only oome 
by tit a twd now and thon• 1'be main body. of ~ur 
l1W.6.th:be:r"•inep1.ring book must be ealJn.24 

He repea;ted that paeaages ot humor must not be toCI frequent .• 

'!'hat oollision &f ld••s, whioh provokes thl one or tlhe 
otker,.. mulilt be o¢oadonal. • .,, .And so .. the writ.er•s jokes 
and eentimen:t• hit tJbullition8 of feeU.ng, his out• 
breaks of high. spirit$, must not be too frequent. One 
ti:rea o:f' a pa.g& of which every "entenoe sparkles with 
points,. o£ a eenttmentalbt who is always pumping the 
tears from his eyes or $'OUr' own. One suspects the , 
genuineness of the tEiar<, the natul"$.l:nees of the humourt 
thtle ought to be true and 'ltl$.111Y in a 1'l.al11 · aa •ver.vthing 
ebe in his life should be manly and true J and he loses 
nit difiity by laughing or weeping t?trb of.' plaoe, or too 
often.. · 

Thackeray ofi:tn mentioned the oloee auooiation of humor and 

P• 61. 

24 11Box ot :Novels." Misoellaneous lilna.le ~ Reviews, Vol. 30. 
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melancholy and said that he was often at his beet in being tunny whil$ 

sadneu was w1 th him. He declared that a humorous 18 tter mi.ght not be 

forthcoming f'or h$ was on a vaea;bioa at the seashore where he wa.s quite 

oonten"bed and happy, In 1848, he .wrote to Mrs. Brook.fiold :f'rom 

13 July !UJ49 

From Brighton. 
Wow for to go to begin that long letter whioh l have a 
right to sen« yo1,1, after keeping dlence, or tlhe next 
thing to sil.Emoe, for a whole week. Aa I have nothing 
to tell about, it 1e the more likely to be longer and 
tunnier .. •no, not tunnier, tor I believe I am generally 
:moat funny when I am most melanoholy, ...... and who oan be 
melancholy with suob. air,. ocean and sunshine? not if 
l were ping to be he:nged tomorrow could I afford to r 

be a:nythi:q but exceedingly lazy, hungry and comfortable • 2 6 

Then he wrote a long happy letter full ef humorous happ:endm.gs. 

In a review et eef'ta.in Irish writers,. 'rhaokera.y expressed his 

beli~f that there was a vtry close oonneotion pet~en humo~ and 

mela.nehol;r, be1lben laughter and "bears, between gayety and aadnesa. 

He asae1"ted tha:b extreme mela.nf;)holy wae a oharaoteriatie at the l"rish 

people. 

All Irish stories are aad, all humorous Irish songs are 
sadJ tlJ.ere is never a burst of laughter exoi ted by them 
but, as I taney, tears are near at ha:nd~ and tram •castle 
.Jia.ekrent' downnrds, every Hibernian tale that I ban read 
is sure to leave a sort of woeful tender. impression. Mr. 
Carleton•e books"•and he ia by tar the greatest §enius 
who has written of Irish life ... -e,re pre ... eminently melanoholy. 
Griffin's best novel, 'The Oollegians 1 hae th~ same pain• 



ful che.:ra.cter 1 and I have alwaya beEm aurpr:tud, while the 
universal English orltio has been laughing over the stirring 
stories of 'Harry Lorrequer, ' that he has not recognised 
the fund ot •adntsa beneath.. 1'he most jovial song that l 
know o.t in the !rhh language is ''l'he Night be.fo:re Larey 
was stretohed.J t but, dong with the joviaUty.; you al"ffVBY& 
oavry the l:mpreuion of tl:ull hanging the next morning. 
• The Gref&e of Blarney t 18 the richest nonrume:e that the 
world ha~ known since the days of Rabelaist but is it 
not v.ery pathetiG nous:ense? The folly h uttered with 
a sad look, and to the moet ~uente.ble wailing muaio• it 
affects you Uu tht jokes ot Ll'!lar•s f"ool.- •. The romanoe• 
writers and dramatists have wronged the Irish cruelly 
(and so has every Suon among them, the o•connellites will 
say} in misrepresenting them as they have done. What a 
nwnber of .false aooounts, for instMee, did poor Power 
give to English playgoers, about l:relandl He led 
Coolm.eya to suppo19e that all that Irish g8.iety was nat­
ural and oonstantJ that .Paddy was in e. perpetual whirl of 
high spiri ta and whisky• , for ever screeching and whooping 
mad songs and wild jokesJ a being entirely devoid of 
artif':ioe and oaltule.:tiona it is only after an Englishman 
has $(!len the oountry that he lea.:rns hCW' :false theae jokee 
a.reJ hOlt( tad these high spirits• and bow cunning and tit• 
tul that exuberant joviality, which ~ have been made to 
fancy are the Iriahrnan• s every•day state. ot mind. There 
is• tor example, the famous Sir Lucius O'Trigger of Sheridan, 
at whose humours n all laugh delightfully. He is the most 

, rea.l ohara.oter in all that strange oompany of' profligates 
and a~ndlers who people Sheridan'• play, and I think the 
moat profoundly dismal of alla, The poor !r1sh knightts 
jokes are o»ly on the surface. He is ~ hypocrite all 
through th~ comedy; and his tun no more real than his 
Irish estate. He ma.kee others laugh, but he .doeB not 
laugh himself', as Falstaff dQ$s, and Sydney 8mithL and a 
t'e·w otmer '\le$.l"ty humourist• of' the British eort,.2·r 

While Thackeray tound muoh ilhat was pathetie in· the lives of 

those around him, he hated sentimentality and was quiok to ridioule 
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I have aaid. before I wn growing more inol:tned to 
the pathetic daily, but let us in the name of goodn$SS 
Xllt:l.ke a stand somewha't"e, or the nllllll.by..pamby or the world 
will beoome unendurable' and we shall melt a~ in a 
deluge of' blubber, Thia drivt'lling hysterical 
sentimentality it is surely the oritio•u duty to grin 
down, to shake any man roughly by the shoulder Who 
seem8 dMgerous ly af'teeted by :1. t, and, not sparing 
hi$ :f'etlings in the lttuit, tell him h0 is a tool tor 
h:ts pa.in•l to have no lllOre reaptot for those who 
invent it; but expose their error with all the down ... 
rightness that 1s neo,uary~~.2S 

The mnotional qualities JJt humor and or song a:re of a similar 

nature~ When found together they are irre~istible; and in song, love 

and tenderneu '11lill.y be keenly felt. Tears oorne easily with song, 

bringing sympathy, ocmpasaion, and suddenly laughter and as q~iokly 

tears • He stressed the closeness of h'Ultl.or and tears., 

When humour joins wj.th rhythm and musio, and appears in 
song,· ita intluenoe ia irresistible, :lts ohal"ities a.re 
ootmtlt!HU1 it stirs the feelings to love• peaoe, trhlndship, 
as soarGe any mora.J. agent oant The l!lon.ge ot Be:tanger are 
hymns of love and tenderness} I havo seen great whiskered 
Frenchmen warbling the "Bonne Vieille,"'the "Soldats, au pas, 
I!'.U pas, 11 'Witl~ tears rolling down their muetaohios. .At a 
Bu:rn'il Festival ! haVe 'seen Saotohmen singing Burns, while 
the drops twinkled on theil• :furrowed cheeks J while eaoh 
rough hand WlUI flung out to grasp its :neie;hbor' $ J while 
early aoenos and saored recolleotiona, and dear and delight­
i'ul memories of the past oa.:me r\lshing b111.ok at the sound of' 

. the familie~r words and mud o, and the so:f't•ned heart n.a 
full of love. ~nd friendship, and home. RumourJ if tears 
are the alms o:f' gentltl spirits, and be counted, as sure 
they m~, umong the swo~test of life's oharities,~-ot 
that kindly aendb:llity, and SW'$l\t emotion, whioh exhibi-ts 
itself at the eyes, I know no suoh provocative as humour. 
It is 11m i:rreehtible sympa:l:ihiserJ it surprises you into 
oompa.uiont you are laughing and din:nned, and suddenly 
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foroed into tea:re. • ...... Humow:', hwnou:r is the mistress o£ 
tears J she knows the way to the fons laohry.m.arum; strikes 
in dry and rugged places with her enchanting wand., and bids 
the fountain gush and sparkle. She has ·:refreshed myriads 
mo~e from her natural springs than ever tragedy has watered 
from her pompouQ old urn.29 

Thackeray believed that there was a difference between humor 

and satire and exprt!!ued that difference in various atate.ments in his 

worka s.s follows.. Humor 1s pleasant and true in its mi:x·th without 

the greattr exoitetnEII:lt and intoxication of' satire.. The after effect 

of' humor ie quht'-ng and eoothingJ the a:t'tfr eff'eot o£ I'Jatire is 

disturbing and troublesome; mainly beoause of the el~ent of kindness 

that is to bl!l tound in humor ae oontraated with the element of un• 

kindni!UJS or the hurting undese:rvedly ot someone that is to be round 
' 1 
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in satire. He believed that sarcasm and ridicule should not be.used 

upon children. and that ma.ny older p111ople• also, do not underl!l'tand and 

do not like jokes. $ome women think laughter and raillery are ~oyin& 

and oi'f'ensi vch These prefer frilly poetry, sentiln.$nt,. and gushing 

eloquenoe.. Xhb added to the difficulty of editing a magazine whioh 

Wlll.S to carry s 01ne humorous work, Satire which sneered ns too hard 

for everyone to understand. Humor that jarred or was gloomy as wa111 

the natire of Swift, would :repel many1 it lacked the friendliness and 

sympathy that Thackeray insisted upon. True humor ahould not be born 

of hatred, savagery, or brut~lity. 



Thaokeray, writing as Mrt Ti'bmarBJh, f'ou:t:l.!!l that his friend 

:Mr. Yorke had grown peaoetul in old &IJtJ 'bhat he had 

',' ,: 

Imbibed muoh of that sweet and whobsom.e mill<: of human 
k:indnEHUituu. for of all.'diets good. ... humour is the most 
easy of dig;eationJ it it does not create that :mad 
boisterous flOW' of apir! te whioh greater exoi temen t causes, 
it ha,a yet a mirth of its own., pleaiUA.nter,. truer, and more 
lasting than the intoxication of aparkling satire; above 
all, one l'h&~J the next morning withou:b feve:r or headaohe, 
and without the dim and fli'i~tful oonsciouaneas of having 
breken soJMlilody' a undeeervin.g bones in a frolic,. while 
mde.r the sat:lrieal frenay.30 · 

Thorns in the Cushion 
Roundabout Papers. 

1860 .. 1863. 
In these last 'Mi>rds I am supposing the respeoted reader to· 

'be En1<iftltd. wi tll a eente ot humour • whioh he lll.llo/ or may not 
pe:e:,a•e'tlfJ indeed, don•t we know :many an honest l'll&n who Q&n no 
m0~e OlmlpreheRd a joke than he oan turn A tune. But I take 
tor t!P'antfd, my ·dear sir, that you are brimming over wi 'bh 
:fl.x.!l""""'You maya tt make jeke$1 but ~u oould it you wou ld-•yO\.l 
h(Wf ;yeu owld~ and in your quiet way you. enjoy them 
extremely. low mmy peC:.Jpb neither make them,. nor underate.nd 
them when :t!l.$;de, l1or like them when understood, and are 
llusp:to:tws., tstty, i.U:\d angry with jokers,. Have you ever­
wa~ohed an elderly mal~ ar female"·an eld~rly ffparty," so to 
speak11 . Who begins i;.() find ou\1' that some ysung wag of the 
company i,s ttohatf:lng" him? :fle,ve yoa ever tried the sar0ast1Q 
or SoQrat:tQ method with a ohildY tittle simple he or she, 
in the in.n.ooenoe tJf thfl simple h.eart, plays some sillty· :f'r•ak, 
or :makes S;)me absurd remar'k,. whieh you turn to ridicule. The 
little qreature dimly peroeives tl!J.at you are l'li14!lking tun of 
him, writhea, blushee~, grows uruJasy, bursta into tef\rs, ...... upon 
nzy word it is not fair to try the weapon of l"idioule upon that 
:lnn.ooent y-oung victim. fhe awful objul\'gatory pl:"aotioe he is 
aooustom!lld to. Point out his :fault, and lay bare the dire 
consequence~ thereo£1 expose it roundly, and give him a proper, 
solemn, moral whipping,--but do not attempt ·bo om.stigare 
riden.do. Do not lauq;h at him writhing;. and oause a.!l tne 
'o~fii'r ~oya in the lohool to laugh. Remember your own young 
d.~~t,ys at aehool, my fr:l.emd••the tingling oh$eks1 burning: eara, 
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bu:r'sting h«~art, and passion of dupe.rate toQrs,. with which 
you look~d ·up,. after having ptrf'or.m.ed some blunder# 'Whilst 
the dootor held you to publio 11oorn bt!'or'e the ola$s, and 
cracked his great olum.sy jokes upon you-•helpleu, and a 
pri~~Joner.~ Better the blook itself, and the liotoriS, w.i. th 
their :ftU!IC01!1 of biroh .. twigs, than the maddening torture 
of those joklli~Jl 

Now vd.t.h respect t;() jokee .... •and the preaent oompany of 
Qourse exo!lftpted•""Dlany people, perhaps most people, are as 
in:f'antth They have little sense of humour. ~hey don.rt 
like jokes. Raillery in writing annoys and offends th~, 
The ooarsen•n·s ap6\l"t, I thinlt I have met very, vary few 
women who liked ·the banter. of Swift e.nd Fielding. Their 
aimple 11 tender natures rcrll'ol t at le.ugM:;er. I a the satyr 
alftys a wicked brute at heart, a:nd are they rightly · 
ahoeked at his grin,. his her, his horne, hoot's, ~~md 
ears? Fi dono, le vilain monstre, with his Bhrieks, and 
his capering orook:ed legs~ Let hiln go and get a pair of 
·well .. wadded blaok silk $-bookings, and pull them over 
those horrid shanku J put a large gown and bands over 
bt~HU'd and hide; and pour a doMn of lavender""W'ater into 
hie lawn handkerohief,. and cry; 4ill1d never make a joke 
again. It eha.ll all be highly-dhtUleli poesy, and 
perfumed sentiment, and gushing eloquence; and the £oot 
shan't peep out~ a:nd a plague take. it. Covel" it up with 
th$ surplhe. Out with your oa.Jnbrio, detU" ladies., and 
let us all whimper together.31 

It requires a:n effort" of whioh all minds a.ro not cutpable,~~ 
to understand Don Quixote; ohildren and cammon people still 
read Gulliver ?'or tile story merely., Many more persens are 
dekenea by Jonathan Wild than oan comprehend the satire or 
it, Eaoh of ·:e;&; g'rea't nten who wrote thos-e books was speaking 
from behind the satiric mask l anon mentioned. Ite distortions 
appal many si:mple speotatora; its settled sneer or laugh ia 
'!Ul.telligible to thousands, who have not the wit to interprEt 
the meaning of the vitored satirist preaching from within.32 
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~haokeray analyzed Swift•• humor as furiousp $aroastio, and 

deadly logioal.t a. geniu• bright and dauling and strong, flashing upon 

falsehood and so.orehing it and withering it. surprising humor and 

deadly satire is Gulliver's TravelsJ "it is truth t~psy-turv:y, entirely 

logical and absurd." "Ris laugh jars on il!ne•s ear after seven score 

yee.rlh n Swift had a great a:ad gloomy heart. 33 

SUBJECTS FOR IDmOR 

Thackeray declared that subjects ohosen for humorous treatmenb 

~ome from ~ommon life1 with its joy• and griefs, aversion• and 

SYJ!l.pa.thies~ laughter and tears. 

Diok Steele took oomfdY from behind ·the fine ladyfs a.loove, 
or the soreen where the libertine was watching her. ·He 
ended all that wretched buaines$ of wives jeering at their 
husbands, ot rakes laughing wives, and husbands too, to 
scorn., That mieerable, roughed, aparkling, hallow-hearted 
oomedy of the Restarati on .fled before him,. and., like the 
wioked spirit in the Fairy-books, shrank, aG Steele let the 
da.ylight b11 and shrieked, and shuddered a.nd ~dshed. The 
stage of h.um.ou:riets halll been oommon lite ever sinoe Steelets 
and Addisonts timeJ the joys and griefs~ the aversions and 
eymp4thies. the laughter and tears of natu.:r••34 

The.okeray found a stream of in vi tat ion1 to family dinners i'unnyJ they 

would atfcrd topiee tor humourous articles in Punch. He wrote in a 

letter from lariat 

33 
nSWirt.tt The .Four Geo:r§~Ul, The En!£!ish Humourists ot the 

Ei§hteenth Cent~, tiV'iiWi;" Cleorf,lie orU'!i'sfu~iii. Johil Leeoii. V01';''Ta, 
PP• P?4-18tJ. . ' -

34 "Cheu•i:by and Humour." :Che Four Geor~n 1 ~he English 
Humourists or the Eileteenth Centur;f.~iews, Geo~Cru!~s~&nk. 
'Johii LE~eon,""Vo~~ .. P• 416. ' -----



l MI. undergoing the qua.rantine of' family dinner a 1l'd. th the· 
most angolh patienoe. Ye;terday being the flirst day, it 
was ~n ol4 friend and leg of lamb. I graciously said to 
the old fri•:md,~ "Why the deuce wouldn't you let me go and 
dine at a res'br~.urant, don •t you. suppose· I bA. ve leg of lw.nb 
e:b home?" To ... day with m aunt or minE~>, where we had mook 
turtltl) soup,. by Heavent~ and I arranged withmy .other aunt 
tor· ariOther dinner, I lme-w how it would be; it must beJ and 
there ts my oousin to oonw oft ,yet, who says, t'you must oo:m.e 
and dine. I have:nJt a acul 1 but will give you a good lnd:J.e.n 
dinner,.'" ! will make a paper in :Puneh about it1 and exhale 
my griefs in print.. I w.Ul tell you !!bout my cousin when I 
get hame, ...... 'When :r get to Portmn Street that :ls ... Vl'hat 
brought me to thillf pla.oet Well I am glad. :t oame, it will 
give me a subjeot for at least six weeks in Ptmoh; of which 
l was getting eo wary that I thought X ntUGt hlll.v~ done with 
:tt.36 

Anothe~ time Thaokeray saw in a oase of domestic trouble 1 wherein one 
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side ot the sto.r;r WIU so exaggerated as to dhtc:a•t the facts away frQfn 

all truth_ material· for humorous treatment. 

EMMA is tree, The great Cata$trophe has happened•• 
la~Jt night she an.d her mother fled f'rom . the infamoua R. 
and took refug4.!1 at Mrs. Prootorts. • •. ~ R!!t had treated 
hh w:lte infamously~ lh had assailed her w1 th the :most 
brutal language and outragesJ ...... that innooent woman 
Jt8adame G....... poor thing,~ who meddled with nothing and 
remained all day in her awn garret so as to give no 
trouble, '\Wl,IJ flunl!; out of' the house by him ...... :tndet'>d only 
stayed to protect her daughter•·a Ute. The brute refused 
to allow the· famoul pioture to be exhibited·~in fact 1$ 
a :mad•ma.n and ruttian- Prooter and I went off to me.ke 
peace. and having heard R .. •s story, I believe that he has 
been more wronged t hs.n they • 

The mother ... ~.n ... le.w is e.t the bottan of the mischief. 
It l'f'fUJ she who ms,de the girl arr:,r R.,. and,. the marriage 
made, she deolined leaving her da:ughter; in fe.ot, the 
poor devil~ who has a bad temper, a foolish hoe.d ..... an 



i:mm.ense. vani ty ..... has b•en viotimised by the wo:men and I pity 
him a great deal :more than them. 01 what a comedy it would 
makel but the separation I suppose ia final- and it will be 
best tor both partie St It will ond no doubt in his having 
to pay a 4th of his income for the pleasure of being a month 
married to her• e.nd she will be an angeli o martyr, &e • .,.- , 36 
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Tha.okeray .felt a.tronB;ly the neoessity for pointing out undflleirable 

traits in so~iety ud. 1-.ug;hing them out of exist~moe or at least curbing 

them. Thrwgh hia wrii;:ings in Punch he laughed at asnobbhhness of e.ll 

k:inds1 and atrOV$ always to be honest, truthful,. and f'air. Ris Book of --
Sn~bs• papers in Punoh running ·through e. year- Febru~ry, 1948,. to 

F•bruary. 1847• o0noentrated upon vioea and foibles of many kinds, 

de•:Ung pla~d'ully with !Noh subjects il.G Peerage worship, oatenta.tioue 

living, t•ble m.a.111.nera 11 .ar:roge.,noe,_ the Court Oi:roular, the struggle to 

be fashionable. and all those who meanly admire me«m things. 

I am sick of Court Oiteulars. I loathe haut-ton intelligence. 
I believe such words a.a Fashionable, E4tol'uaive., A:riatooratio, 
and the like.- to be wicked, unolu'is·tb.n opithetlil, that o\lgh:t 

·to be 'ba.niabod from honest vooabula.dts: :; A Court eystem that 
s~nds .m.en o£ geniue to the seoond t-.ble• I hold to be a. 
S~obbish'system. A $oQ1ety that sets up to be polita1 and 
ignores Arts and Lettta~rs, l hold to·be a Snobbililh aooiety .. 
You,. who deaphe you:r ne~ighbou:r, a:re a SnobJ you, who forget 
your ~ friends; meanly to :follow a£ta:r those of a higher 
degree, ere a SnobJ yeu1 who are ashamed o£ your poverty, 
and b~ush for your calling, are a Snobj as al"EE you who 
boast of your ped~gree1 or are proud o£ your ~alth. 

To laugh at such is Mrto Punch '• bus:i.nes~t. May he laugh 
hones·l#ly, hit no :t'cml blow, and tell the tx-uth when at his 



very broe.dut grin ... -n&ver fcn•gett1ng that if. Fun is good, 
!nth ia botrber11 a.nd Love beet of a.ll 9 37 
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Thaokera.y rid.ieu.lec!l 'bhe lllnobbhhnen in high political oirolEIII 

and found amusement in lords and ladies seeking places close to the 

throne. Such potttions he o,alled "Lady of' the Powder•CJloset,.• 11Pewter ... 

Stiok in We.itin(b tt 11 Groom. ot the Dust Pan." He :f'Qtmd something 

ludierou• in the oh&raoter of a flunkey• (but no absurdity or incongruity 

in deee~ eervioe). ! glorified flunkey in laoe. plush, bouquetsw 

powder•d hair he .f'ound funny and foolilitht Ihe 'bedecked and stiff :f'oot-

man $U1d th$ lord and ady in Wid ting and <1tll oe1•emonious strutting and 

pagean-try he claimed did not inspire respect because they were not 

genuine and h• rid.iouled them. 

What is it makes us all laugh at the picture in the laet 
numb~:r ..... ot "llnln:oh pre•en'billg yo !l?onth Vell;WI.e to ye Queone''t 
The admirable m.a:nner :in whieh the Gothic a.rt and oeremonf is 
ridioultd~ tlae dtll@lb.tf\tl abeu:rd:l:b;~t and st:ti't:m.es•J the out .. 
:rageoum api~g c£ deoorum; the cumbrous ludicrous nonsensical 
sple-ndour. wellt 1ihe real pag•ant l\.1!1 aearoely lcu~Js absurd ...... 
the Chanoellor's wig and mace alroQ•t as old and foolish as the 
J''Bs'b•:r•rs eap l!Uld bau))le• Why is an.y ChQoeUor,. any Stage• 
Manager• any Pewter•Stiok, any John ealled upon to dreea himself 
in any fanoy dress. or to ~ar any badge? I respect my Bishop 
of London, my Right !everend Charlea James. just as much since 
he lef''b oi't a 'Wig e.s I did wha he wore one~ l •h•ulcl believe 
in the sincerity of his piety, even though a John, in purple 
raiment (looking like a sort of halt•pay Cardinal),,didn•'b 
oury his lo:rd.ship's praye;r .. booke in a bag af·l:l~r him to the 
Chapel )i<;)ye.h no:t:' do I think Ro:yaJ.ty would s~tter, o~ Loyalty be 
diminished, if Oold1 Silver, and Pewt~r-Stieks were melted, and 
it 11ihe grandee oharJEUI a la CoW"•"'taditiiJ of the Powder•Oloaet, 
Jlistresies o'l' t1ic;" Mtieins~~e like,; were abolished in · 
$11\.IIIOUla IIUL&OUl.Ol"\UD.l! 

r• • a ; IIIHilzl •1111• ill' 



And X would lay a wager, that by the time Punoh bae 
published his eightieth volume, the oer~oniea whereof 
we have been trea:bing 'Will be as dead as the Corn Laws, 
and th3 nation will bless Punch and Peel tor destroying 
both. 3 · · 

fHE NATURE OF T!E HUMORIST AND HIS ~ORAL OBLIGATION 

Thackeray steeped himself in the literature of the eighteenth 

eentuey, lie knew and loved it welh In writing Henry Esmond he not 

only laid the aoene and plot in the dghtfH~nth oentury but ·also wrote 

in the very phraseology of the time, The great writers of a hundred 

years before him Thackeray knew thoroughlY• He prepared a series of 

lectures u,pon eome writers, choosing Swift, Congrcne,~ Addhon, Steele, 

Prior, Gay,. Pope, Heg1U"th1 Stnollett, Fielding, Sterne., and Goldsmith. 

Thackeray, himself a great humorist of the nineteenth oentury, called 

his lectures. "l!lngU.sh Hwnourists or the Eighteenth Oentury11 and then 

ohoae to ahcw what manner or men these writers were, rather than what 
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their books nre. He well knew that Ha.rletu1n was a very different man 

beneath his maak from th.e pa.rt he played, much more aober and seriou$. 

He found and presented in hie leoinru tb.e :men as he believed them 

truly to be beneath the satire and humor and gayety or their written 

and published works,. In doing so Tbaokeray often expressed himself 

clearly and "distinctly on the aubje·ot of humor,although these passages 

came inadvertently aa it were 1n the e:~tpodtion of his eubjec't, He 

38' «an Some Political Snobs." The Book of Snobs, Oharaoter 
Sketches, Storiee, Vol. 22; P• 276•27rr.----
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found moire in humor tbM laugla:ber ~r the sem.se of ridicule. Thackeray 

telt l!ll'brQ:ngly that th • duty of' the humorist na a moral one • 

Ii' Humour only ~ant laughter • you "WOuld soaroely feel 
aore 1nttn:est about hwnouroua wri ter• than about the private 
life of poor ~arlequin just mentioned, who potseues in 
common with these th·e pOW'er of making you laugh, But the 
men regarding whose 1:1. ves and 1tories your kind prennoe 
b;ere showa that you ba.ve ouri0eity and sympathy, appeal to 
a gl"ea.t number of our fa.oulti•e.;. be8ides our mere sense of 
ridicule. iho hUD.lourolie wr:i:ber pl'ote•see to awaken and 
direct your love, youl" pity, your Jdndnes•·-yo\U' soorn for 
ut.ruth, prttension, h\posture ...... your tenderness :for the weak, 
the poor, the opprtued, the unhappy• 1'Q the best of hia 
means and ability he oo:mmenbe .an all the ordinary aotione 
and.paes1ona of lite .•bGB'b• Htt tekes upon. himself tope 
'tlhe ••k•l!ay preao!'14U',, so to speak• .Accordingly, ae h& finps,; 
and speaks,. Md teela the truth best, w regard kim, ~aateem 
h:I.Ja,r-.aae'bimel le?e him• 39 

'fha.okera.y•a humor was kept cltl!lll ancl moral e;vell as hb own U.f'e 

wa.e olea:n :and moral.. He asserted that the rrenoh way of jetting and 

French eomed.y wre rather ilnlnOral and awtul• 

It one may :read the h:l.story or a people t • moral• in ita 
jo~es; What a queer set of retle$t1ons the philosopbere 
at the 'bla.tentiath oentury J~U~.Y make regarding tbe oha.:racters 
of our 'b'wo. ceutri•u• in perudng the nggeriea publiahed 
on one s1d.e and the etherl40 

He noted that there wae a difference ln the things aatiri&ed and that 

ll:ngli$h Punch in many pubUahed "Volwnes eontainec!l "eo much cause tor 

laughing• and so little tor bluaiingl so many jokes• and eo little harm." 

39 . . 
"Swift•" rhe Four GeorG•*• rhe in!iilh Rumouri•ts of the 

E1t;hteenth CentUr[t JiiViiii;" iJfio:rge or'i:iii'elia~ .. Jonn J:eecJi, 'v'Or,-mf, 
PP• 1i9-1So. - .... 

40 "Two or Three Theatres at Paris•" Contributions to Punoh 
(~ P,:t'eviouelg: :refri,nt.e.~), Vol. 31, p .• 271. -



The English laughed in the oo:mpany of their wives IJU'l.d ohildrenJ they 

tolerated no ind$Oor-umt they had a high sense of morality. -
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The Frenoh had "been joking against marriage ever since writing 

began .... " 

After going to th6se theatres, seeing the houses all 
full, a.nd hearing the laughter ringing through every one 
o£ them, one :ts puuled to know what -the people reepeot at 
all, or what principle they do believe in. :!:hey laugh at 
religion, they ~ugh at ohaetity, they laugh ~t royalty, 
they laugh at the Republic m.ost pitilessly ef alla 'When 
1!'ranee, in the p:teoe called the "Foir-e aux Idees;" says 
she is dying under nine hundred doctors; to ea,Jl~ of whom 
she is paying a daily .fee o.f f'ive ... and-twenty frllll'los, there 
was a cheer of ·derieion through the housG• The Oemmunists 
and their sob.emes were hooted with ~ .. still more hearty 
indignat:I.GtlJ there b a general SJneoah and ba.nltruptoy o£ 
faithJ and what atruek me: perhaps moat as an instance of 
the amazing progress of the national atheism, is to i"ind 
tha:t the theatre audiences have even got to laugh at 
llli li tary glory. 111 u • 

Sir these i'umly pieoes at the playa frightened me more 
than the moat bloodthirsty melodrama •ver did,. and inspired 
your humble servant w:i th a me le.noholy whiob is not to be 
eliei ted from the mor;~t profound tragedies. !rhe:re WlUJ some• 
thing awful,. infernal almost, I was going to say, in the 
gaiety with which the personages of these aatiric dramas 
were dal).oing and ahrieldng about llllong the tumbled nina 
ot eYer so JBl.llY age111 and tradi1d .. oos. I hope we shall never 
have the air of "God Save the Xing" set to ribald words 
eunonget us·• .... the :mysteries of our religien, or uy man's 
religion, :llll:de the subject of laughter, or of a worse aort 
o:f' excitement. In the famous piece of "La Propriete ote1t 
le Vol,." we had the honour to eee Adam and Eve d,anoe a polka, 
and eing a song quite appropriate to the costume in whieh 
they figu:red. E"rerybody laughed and enjoyed :lt••neithe:r 
Eve nor the audienoe ever thought about being ashamed of 
themselves» and for ~ part, I looked with a vague an:dety 
up at the tbee..tre roof; to see that it was nob falling in, 
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and shall not be surprised to hear the.t Parh goas tlw way 
of oertain oth$r cities some day.41 

Thackeray believed that humor must 'be dEJoent in its morals. 

His oritiois.m of Congreve was that Congreve left no moral lega.oyJ 

that he had no feeling in his comedies~ He was likeable personally 

but hie bueinest was not ethios. So also with Gay and Prior, who 

laught~d .and liJ&ng• Addi~:ron, e. gentleman, courteous, deferential and 

kindly• was admired and approved on moral grounds. Congreve•s humor 

laoked the :moral quality and led nowhere .• 

We haw seen in SWift a humourous philosopher, whose 
truth frightens one,. and whose laughter makes one 
melancholy. We have had in Oongreve a humourous 
obsorver of another sohool., to whom the world seelll8 
to hatre no moral a:t all, and whoee ghastly d:ootrine 
seems to be that we Bhould e~at, drink,. and b$ merry 
When we oan, and go to the deuoe (if there be a deuoe) 
when the time oomes.42 

Humor muet have the humanity which was flavoured of tenderness and 

kit'l.dn$$1h 

And so With a lotring humour: I think~ 1t is a genial 
writer•s habit of being; it is the kind gentle spirit's 
way of looking out on the world~-that ~et friendliness, 
whioh fills his Mart and' his style. You r~oognhe it• 
even though there may not be a single point of wit• or 
a single pathetic touch in the page J though you may not 
be called upon to salute his genius by a laugh or -. tear-. 43 

49 
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1'he busincuus o£ the humoriat wae tc take the side of' the weak against 

the stron~, the humble aga.inlt the great • 

Popu~r humour, and eapeoially modern popular humour and 
the writers, tts expom~nts, are always ldnd md olliva.lrous, 
taking the side of the weak against the strong.44 

A wioked aristocrat pummelled by a champion of the pcopleJ the king 

treated •• :ruining the tradestnen' s £uiliesJ th• •ristocn•a.oy lashedJ 

a wicked lord kicked out of the window; all brought gales of' laughter 

from a popular audience. 

Popular fun is always kind• it is the champion of the 
humble against the great. In all popular parables, 
it. is Little Jack that oonquers, and the Giant that 
topples down• l think our pppular author• are rather 
hard upon gl"6at tolkst Well~ welll their lordships e 
hav• all .·the money_. and oan .rtord to be laughed at. 4Q 

Xn a leotu:re upon ~huit;r: ~Humour given in :New York City, 

Thackeray used almost word tor word a phrase he used in the lectures 

of the p:reoeding year, (the lecture~~~ had been repeated in .Amet<ioa · in 

1852 eo the material w~s fresh in his mind) that the humorist was 

really '- ~ek•c;iay pre-a.oher. He etreued the nature o£ the hUllloriat 

who muet be phUanthropi.o• sensitive, a:ppreciative, and sympathetic. 
. ·~ . 

The humorous writer who oontrfbu:t:H~d to our happiness harmless 

laughter and amusement, who taught soorn of fal$ahood and pretence, 

p; 41811 
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hatr0d of hypocrisy, love o£ honesty, and who tried to guide peopl$ 

through life, wa.e really a weekMd~ preacher using the same causes 

Md themes that the prt~acher in the pulpit on Sunday used. The 

OOlll!Mntator Oll every da¥ life and lllAn:tlerl!l tried tO Confer happineSS 

and do good. 
46 

Thackeray defined the nature of an humorist. 

A literary l!Uil.n of the humo~;ristio turn ia pretty sure 
to be of a philanthropic nature, to have a great 
sensibility, to be easily moved to :pain or pleasure,. 
keenly to appreciate the varieties of temper of people 
around about hixn, and s:v.mpathil!le i.n their lsl.ughter, 
love. a.musement, tears.~7 

THE QUES'l'IOH OF FUTURITY 

Thackeray believed that the light and triv:b.l in daily li.:f'e 
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was needed and that laughing and hon~st stories were good for people. 

Creating laughter was not the highest oooupation and being amused 

and appr•ciating w1 i:l and laughter did not oall for the greatest 

intelleat, but the average man had a right to suoh books~ Wit that 

did not hurt a:nyol'l.t •. that was genial, simple and kindly, and was 

pleasant, that vd:t: Thaoke:rt~.y praised an!i deola.;-ed to have a. rightful 

plaoe in lito. lie expreased himself a.s followsc 

46 
Charity and E:umou:r,. Th~& Four Gao:rges1 The English Humour­

ists o:f' the ~i~~teent~ Century;1'<&'v!iWi," ~eorge .. ~ksnanlt, ~ · 
m-;-vor:- m1, P• 4o:r. · 

47 
Ibid. I P• 403. -



Laughing 1• not the highest OQotrpation of a man, very 
oertainlyl or the power of creating the height of genius. 48 
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He found that many trades were perfor-med ~ll and honestly, that most 

men worked for daily bread ~nd hire, from same necessity; that not 

all men were oapa.ble of appreciating geniu$, and that these ha.d a 

right to have books supplied. for them as well ae the :most polished 

critics. He aa:ld that Ble.nohard produced under neoes&ity and probably 

would not have written work of a higher class had he written with 

leisure •nd in more favorable circumstances. His oritioism of Laman 

Blanchard follo~t 

Ilis wit, whieh was always playing ~d frisking a.bout 
'the OC!IIlJl&llY• had. the _,nd.ertul knack of never hurting 
aayb()dy,, Ro had the most singular art: ot ditoovering 
gooa qualitbs ill weople J ill diseourllling of which the 
kindly little fellow used to glow and kindle up1 and 
emphaeile with the moat charming energy. Good-natured 
actions of others_. good jokes, favorite verses of fr-iends, 
he would bring out fondly, 'Wh~never they met, or there was 
quest:Lom. of themJ and he used to ton and dandle their 
sayings or doings about; and hand. them. to the company, al 
the delightful )lisa Slowboy does th0 baby in the lut 
Ohrbrtmae Dook:. What was better than wit in his talk 
'V'MB, that it was so genial. He enjoyed thorou§l!lt' and 
chirped over his wine w1 th a good• humour that oou d not 
tail to be inteotious, Bia ow:n hospitality was delightful~ 
there WfU$ someth:l.ng about it ·charmingly brisk, simple 11 and 
kindly• :aow he used to laughl A• I Wl"'ite this~c what a 
numbor of pleasant hearty so~mea come back' One can hear 
his jolly, olear la.ughb er J and see h1 s keen, kbtd 

4
beMdng 

Jew £aoe,-•a mixture of Mendelssohn and Voltaire. 9 

48 
''A Brother of the Preu on the History or a Literary M:an, 

Laman Bla.noha.rd1 a;nd tJ'le Cha.noelil of the Literary Profueion•" 
:Mieoellaneou.t Euals1 Sketches ~Reviews, Vol. 301 P• 129. 

4$ 
Ibid., PP* 134•136. -
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Xn a diso~aaion of Dickens, fhaekeray touohe~ upon the question 

of futurity• the ~nci of hwnor tha.t. wguld live, After saying that 

Dickens wa.a the master o:f all the English humorists then ali~e, he 
I 

dedared 'bM.t humGr that 11 ved muet bt of the harmles1 ve.riety full 

$:f kindneee .nd lovet as in the case of Don Quixote and Sancho Panza, 

who f~r three hundred yeare have moved laughter and awAkened •£fection, 

ao probably D!Okenl t hmnourous oharao'bers~ P'ickwiok: and Weller• who 

wet>e gentle anti benevelent41 would make the readers of future centuries 

he;ppy. 

Thlnk of all we owe Mr. tliokens si:noe those haJ.f ... doaen 
years, the store ot happy hours that he has made us paee,. 
the kindly and pleasant companions whom he has introduced 
to UBJ the harmless l.ughter, the generous wit, the frank, 
manly; htiUlUln love whioh he has taught ua to feel h. • •. ._ .• 
Dont'b they (Don Quixote,. and Sanoho Pe.nza) move laughter 
and &nk:en df'eotio:G. now as tM'ee hud.re4 years ago1 And 
so with Pon.Piokwiok and Samoho Welbr. it their gentle 
humeur11, · and ~dly w.i t, Sl.lld hearty 'benevolent :na:trures• 
touch us an.d eemvinoe us, as :l,t were, now.~~ ~ should they 
not ., • 1l • lllEI.ke tht twon-Qy ... :f'ifth oentvy happ)"f as they have 
the n1neteentht00 · · 

These ~xtraets from Thaokerayte writings expr$$8 clearly his 

belief regarding humo:rlf 1bey do not inc.lude every statement he made 

upon the eubjeot but they do oontain the essence o~ his theories, and 

show the nature ot the man as well-. There is no evidence in theee 

stat$ments of any cynicism or hatred of mankind, rather the opposite 

is :revealed, that Thao~ray was a man of great oharity, love and tender­

neso. These expreleione gathered with the single idea of aaoertaining 
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Thaokeray•s theories of humor tend to disprove any charges of misanthropy 

and oynioism. A brief SUl!lllmry or Thaokeray•.s expressions concerning 

humor may be made u foll owu 

Firat, haor must contain oenabl qualitits auoh as love and 

'Wit, p:athes,,. sympathy, truth, ainotrlty and ldndlil.etaaJ thttre is a close 

oonneotion between humor ~d melanoholyA gayety and sadness, laughter 

and tearSJ ri4hule that hurta is 'bo be avoided, as well e.a satire 

that sting• and is savage and bru'ta.l. 

Second.,. the humoriat may f'lnd his material round about him. 

Subjects of h~or are the foible& and vanities ot OQmmon life and its 

joy• and grie£fh 

Tld.rcl• a a1zrong moral obliga:bion rests upon tlie humoritt to 

point out follies ud laugh away prebnlilions, .falseness .. f.!ld. baseneaiiiJ 

to awaken love, pi'by4. kindnefUIJ to foster truth and happineu. He 

must take the siae of ~he weak against the st~ong, 

J'Gurth• hUlllor has a ~ightt'ul ple,oe in life, Md hUl'llo:r that will 

live into future ages will be of the kind that is full of humanity. 

tendemeea,. and love• 



CHAPTER :UI 

TI!ACKEMY'S PRACTICE OF HUMOR 

An ex~ination of some of the humorous passages in Thaokerayta 

works is neeeasary to determine whether he carried out in practice the 

1'lhEtoriea he a~ frequently ata:bed_. whetlwr there waa justification for 

the charges ot Taine and the oritios represented by him or whether the 

oriti.os mere f'&.vo:ra.'bl& to Thackeray were to be upheld,~~; Was his satire 

unjustifiably bitter and was he a hater o£ mankind and also of his own 

eha:raotert1 . or did he ahow behind hie satire a kindly humorous purpose 

in iiVhioh the e:Ktraots in Cha.pter II indioated he believed? 

:t'he ma.terial presented in this chapter was chosen as representing 

notable and varied examples of !haokeray1s use o£ humor. The selections 

werE~ Wl.de 'Without regard to the fact that a ditf'erenoe o£ opinion 

existed .nd without bias on the point of Thaokeray1s ~isanthropy and 

oynioism. A study of extracts in this chapter will ehow whether or 

not Thackeray carried. out his theories in the practice of hwn(:)r,. li'iJ"Ift~ 
' 0 

the humorist lll'Ust maintain a ldmdly. and ge:nial epiri t J hiS satire must 

not be bitter no:r aan.ge• nor tull of' hate; and hh humor ~u:st contain 

qualities auoh ae love and Wit, pathos, sympathy, truth, sincerity and 

kindntse. Seeond, the targets tor satire are the vices and foibles of 

mankind• pride, .folly, love of money, lov• of rank• the Englishman t s 

deference to ola.is. Anything that seemed to Thackeray to be a. £law in 
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private or national character, he satirind. Third, he ola.imed to be 

a week·day preacher, te~ohing scorn far falsenesa and pretension, taking 

the aide ot the unhappy and opprEHUtd• He believed that by humorous 

treatment undtutin.ble traits of oharaoter could be laughed away. 

In the record this study has :made of Tl'mokeray's expression 

as to w.he.t humor is and how it is presentE~d,. Thaoloe'sray made no mf.')ntion 

of' several devices tha.t he often employed to a:M;a.in his purpose, namelya 

'broad 'burbsques, parody• mimiory, nomenclature of oharaoter.s. dialect; 

and. queer spelling. He usetd all of these forms to express with wit and 

humor 'What he wished to say. 

The eXAmples that follow are representative o£ Thaokerayts 

purpous md .mumer11 and of his methode. Many other selections might 

have been inoludod had the limite of this study permitted• beoause 

instanoea of his p:raotioe at humor are abundant in all h:l.a works. 

The pa.SIIJEI.gt$ stl$etell inelude aatire and lrum.or f'rom the novels" 

showing Thaokeray•s ability to ridicule follies of human nature kindly 

and his d~~tft turn of phrase when he wants to make some point quickly, 

and shewing how he built up oom:edy material through ISCH!Ine after soene 

to a climax and quick tallj the burle•quea• where he ran~ee ~or comic 

ef.teet from mild. understatement of' fa.ot to gross exaggera:bionJ. paredy 

and humorous verse. 
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SATIRE AND HUMOR FROM nlE·NOVELS 

In Vani~;r,!!!!. Thaokera.y chose the human oomedy f'or his theme_. 

Through the oh~raotere, Rawdon Crllwley and Booky Sharp- he exposed th$ 

vices ot mankind and satirized them. Bis ohara.otera wer@ not wholly 

bad nor were they wholly good, but nre u he saw peopb in life around 

him;;; 

A good example of his treatment h that passage where Seoky WGnt 

to meet Sir Pitt Crawley. The contrast between Beoky•s high hopes 

and what she actually met is the baSis of the h.U1Jlourous extract where 

Becky was introduced to Sir Pitt Crawley, in whoa$ family she was to 

serve as governess. 

Beeky and Sir Pitt crawley 

Beeky dreaml!ld ot the splendid flillnily she was about to know. She 

wondered if the baronet would wear a star and deoided that at any rate 

he would be drei!UUlld in a. very handsome oourt suit. with ruffles, l!llld 

would wee.r his hair powdored and would bG very grand And proud. At 

least she would b~ living among ariatocrat1a people and already Becky 

f~lt a little contemptuous of the wealthy merchant's f8lllily which she 

had just left after a rather humiliating failure to contract marriage 

with the Sedley aon and h~ir. 

John11 the eoa.ohrtle ot the Sedley- t 111, was a. li 'btle rude to her a• 

he drove the carriage from the Sedley house, where Becky had been the 

guest ot his ~ployerl, to Gaunt House where she would meet Sir Pitt, 



John mused that her plaoe was no better than that of ~ sort of head 

eerva.nt in the baronet t s househ;:)ld• 

Becky•s introduotion to Sir Pitt Crawley, in whose family she 

J'Qhn,~~ 'the grGom, who bad driven the ouriage alone# did not 
care to descend to ring the bellJ nnd 'l!O prayed a passing 
milk ... boy to perform. ·bhat o££io:e tor him• When the bell was 
rung1 a head appeared between the interstices of ·bhe dining~ 
room. shutt•rs,. and the doer was opGn6d by a man in drab 
breeches and gaiters, with a. ditty old ooat1 a foul old :neok• 
oloth laehecil. around his bristly neok, a rahining bald head, 
a leering red faoe; a pair of twinkling grey eyes, and a 
mouth perp$tua.lly on the grin• 

nThis Sir Pitt Crawley• a ?'1 sa.ye John, from the box. 
'
1Eee," says the mu at the door; with a nod. · 
"Rand down thue • are trunks th$n 11 " said John. 
"Ra.:nd 'n down yourself •" said thfil porter• 
"Dont·b you see I oan•t leave 1ny hones? Come_. bear 

a har.ld, my fine: feller, and 'Uiu will gi"Ve ;you some beer, 11 

said John, with e. horse ... laugh, for he na no longer 
respeetf'ul to M:l.u Sharp, ae her oonuxien wi'bh the family 
wa.111 proken off1 and she had gi van nothing ·bo the servants 
on oOltling awa;v. 

The bald•head,ed :man.~ takin$ his hMda out o.f' his breeohes 
pookets, advanced on this summons, and throwing Miss Sharp's 
trunk over his ahouldar, carried it into the hou•e• 

"Take this basket «nd shawl1 1f you please, and open the 
door,n said Miss Sharp, and desoended from the carriage in 
muoh indigwa.tior&., • • •· 

Two kitohen chairs, and a round table• and an attenuated 
old poker and tongJ were, ho'V'I'ever, gathered round the fire• 
plaoe, alll was a aaueepan over a teeble sputtering fire. There 
waa a bit of eheet~e and bree.d and a tin oandlestiok on the 
table aud a little blaok porter in a pint ... pot. 

"Had your dinner1 I supposQ! It is not too warm for 
you? Like a drop of beerY"· 

trwnere is Sir Pitt arawley?" a.~a.id lliu Sharp ma~iestioally., 
11He,. he& I'm Sir Pitt 0r6.wley. Rekleot you owe m.a a pint 

for bringingTown your luggat~r~e. Ite, hel Ask 1'~.nker if :t 
aynt. Mrs. Tinker, Miss SharpJ Mi$8 Governess, Mre. Cha~oman. 
Ho$ ho• ttl* 

l :y~n~~l. !!!t• Vol. r. PP• 96-99. 

* In this study all reterenoea to Thaokeray•• works are to 
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Deeley •• in a. tta'te ot high tensiQI!l.• She was about to start 

her independent road to fortune. She built up ambitious hopei about 

'bhilf a.rietocratie :f'am:Uy ahe na to ent•:r• Xhe situation looked like 

the beginning ot a better and mol"e :tt~:htresting life tor JBeoky, So the 

rea4er. too, is oarried along w1 th the high. imagination of Booky and 

£eels datio:n IUtd unoertainty but expe-ots that the new a:l tu.at:ton will 

be all leolq cll:es1rtlh 1'hn. the de:f'b:bion of high spixoits is complete 

when the meeting witlil Sir Pitt a¢tually ooours. What is toun(l ia so 

wn.expec;rt•dly different t.rtm wha:t ll.fAd been hoped for that we laugh. 

However, w have no feeling tlhat Becky has been mietraated or abused 

by the &'lllthor., :N'o bittetneaa ia apparent in the epiaed•• !t seems an 

audacious portrayal of a li~~le pushing• ambitioue girl and a slovenly 

baronet. told with i:natinotive appreciation Qt run. 

ll1ae Ora.wley and Her J'ortune 

One ot the ll'lab el$llltnta ot oom.edy in Vanitl la:ir. lies in the 

etruggl.e ot the var:Loue branoh&s of tbe crawley family to gain f.iret 

plaoe in W.as Crawley's repro in hope of beoo.ming heir to the large 

fortune whioh thE! poeaei!Jiutd• ~aokeray laid bare hUln$.n uture that le 

covetous and fawning over money. The oharaote:re add to the comedy by 

their own attempted rationa.lbat1on ot their aot1ons. Tha.oke:ray bUilt 

the ino:Ldent• through auspenae to a great ol:J.mu and a hard :f'all for 

Rawdon. 

At the opening ot the story, Rawdon Crawley held hit pl.aoe a.a 

.6avor:tte in seeming leour;l;by. Honver, la.ss Cr111.wley was greatly angered 
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When Ranon &nd Re'beo'e. · .a.:nnounoed their :nuu:•rie.ge and she retuiUid to aee 

them. !he ~atel"i«:~al old. lady took to bit~ bed, but Jeok:y 'ft$ confident 

abe could win h.-r ove:r.. The comedy ia built up through •cene after­

so$rUll 11.11<1 the 41U.8pena·e ain.tai:n.ed to 'bhe la.at oomioal conclusion of' the 

alta!rt; 

JlUJt •• lAS$ a~t.w:ley he.d collapsed; Urttt But(ll Orawley fl:rrived 

to bu.:Ud the ffm.Cht$ tor her side ot tht family.- f.b.e time W11Uf mo:r. 

propi:td.oM than she eOI.lld hlil.ve hoped.• R.o;wdon was in diagra.oe and 

fi:rmly e.xoludod froon the pr ezutnoe. 

When Mrs. Bute Orwley. numbed with midnight travelling, 
and wannlng hernlt at the newly o:ra.ekl:tng parlour !"ire. 
heard :l.'rom Miss Briggs 'bbll intelli genoe o't the clandestine 
marriage, she d.eolared it •• quite providential tha.t ehe 
should have arrhed at auoh a tim& to .a1u11ist poor dear 
Ulu Orawley hl .ln'1pporting the sh$tlo-•'that R.ebeGea. was u 
artful little htuaay of 'Whem ehe had alwa.ys had her eutpioionsJ 
and that as tor Rawdon Crawley, she nev•n:• oould aeQoun'b :f'or 
his aunt•' infatuation regarding him, and had long oomdder•d 
htm a profligat"* ;'-oat, t.nd abandott~!td being. AnQ. this awf'ul 
eo:nduot. llfr&t: Bute said_, will hav& at least this ;ood 

1 
effect, 

it will ope po«*' dear Mit~$ Ora.wleyt a eyes t~ the rea . oharaottN" 
of thil wicked an,:: then Mt'•• But• had a. oom:f"ortable hot toast 
a.nd teM $Uld aa. there waa a ve.oa.nt room in the house nQW', 
@eolq had .just tl.•d .troa n.ra] there •• no need for her to · 
rema:tn at the Glolter .Oottee House where the Portsmouth mail 
had 1et her dO'Wl'l; and whtnoe she ordered Y:r • BowlrJ • a aide-de­
camp the fo~tma.n to bring a~ her trunks.2 

Aa h., been sd:d l.lit-~111· crawley WEJ~nt into fits of hysterics,. one 

f.fter anothe:rt the doctor was em tor and the •1~otheoary o&.me. 

Mrth iute took: up th1 poet of nurtre 1Jy her t>>.t~.lllll!e:. 
"Her rela. ti,ons ought to bfl! J:"ound about her • » thll!.t 
udabl.e WQIH.ll aa.ict. 3 
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Mrs • Jute Or•ll y began her siegi$• 

In the mtantilll$ • ~on ad B«~toky 'Wild ted tor forgi venc:uu1 and a 

·twmn<.ms .fr·om IU.u Cl'&wley. 

nll:'happ()le the o1cl l~Uiy 40e$n•t oom& to," Rarioo said to 
his little wife,. a' they sattV~ together in the mug little 
Bromptoaa lltliginglil• She had been tcying the new piano all 
the morning, 1'ht new glove~~~ i'!t'bed her to a nicety, the 
new lihalfls 'btolllmt l'wr wondertully) the new rings: gUtterod 
on h.e:r little he.nde, and the lUtW wa:boh tioked at her ftist J 
''auppoee lht d:on 1-b comt ro\ll!lid1 A, Bteky7 11 

"I'll :make your fortune, .. , she saidJ and Delilah patted 
.· S~siil:ia oluttlc. · 

"You "oan do anything," he said, kiiUJing tht little 
han<h "BY Jove,. you cant and we.tll ~rivt dnn to the 
Stal" and Garter; and dine, by Jove"" 

:Mr·a. Bute, as nurse,. b•gan h.,r work 1n Hiss Crawley's household. 

She had l·ought out a.ll the inforX~U~~.tio:n she oould secure ooneerning 

Rawdon .and !eoky., and relayed i 'b to the old aunt~ trying to o:reate a 

proper hatred in her for all of the wioktdneas of her for.mer favorite. 

She imparted thelt lftoricu'!ll gvadually to Miss Orawlen gave 
htU,"' the WhOle benefit Of 'bhhi.J telt it to be her bOUl!lden duty 
as a. Ohl"ittian WOJil.lm and mother of a family to do SoJ had not 
the $l'1alle•t .rem.fare• . or eo:mpun.et:Lon fol' the triet.lm whElm her 
tongue We.s 1mm.o~atingJ. nay, TEU'Y likely thought her aet wae 
quit• meritorious, ud pl'UIIl.tEi herself upon he:r resQlnte JlUIUUler 
of pel"f'orming 1 t* Yea, if a man's oharaoter is to be abus•d., 
say what ~u will, therets nobody like -. relation to do the 
businet~h5 . . 

Mrt. Bute gained access to the lettere and paper~ o£ th4!t Sharp 

family and gleaned infol"l'l'lation there that nt mol""e amntt.alition for her 

siege.. Thaokeray at the end of a digreiiUI:ion upon the f.ollies tlul.t are 

put upon paper r~ktdt 

4 ~·~ P• ~~· 
a Ibid., P• as~. 

-:--



The best ink f'o:r Vanity Fdr use would be one that taded 
utterly in a couple of' days• and. left the paper olean d 
blank.- SO that you might Vite on .it to BOlll.ebody ellt>t r 

lhxh Mrth llute man.ag6'd too .w.ll and made the old la.dy •o Ul that it 

appeared she might neve:r reoowr.. ·!hf devot~J~d relative denied h•rsolf 

.fresh 6tir. deep,. dir.mer, exeroill., au in htr duty to the patbnt and 

to the apothecary she poilat$d out her own tfa.eritiot.th !e agreed that 

she was an exoellen,,.nurtteJ he &aid t:nat he M.cl the d.ootor had with 

gnat care considered Miat Crawleyts case and felt that eQW~~ ohant• 1n 

the t.:reatment would .be better. Mrs, Bute Ore.wltY' and the. apothecary 

seemed in:t:ent upon savip.g .Miss crawley• a lift.. Tha.okeray developed 

carefully tlie ironiaal · si tuat1on• On the aurtaoe of t.ttairs l!Un 

Crawley ftlll desperli\tely fiok; ln reality aht had bten :made ao by her 

dster-j_n...,.ln1 'Who, afraid to hav~ hn out; of htr dght beoauae tblil 

old lady might meet h$1" favorite, :Radon, had kept be.r in becl praotioally 

a prisoner.J s..t the lil!All!.e t:J.me Mrs, . Bute asaU'Infd the role of' moot eantul 

and saorit:J,.oing nu:rse~ !htn the 9potheeary learned 'bhf. t .li.IUII Orawlty 

might .lo~•lly dit if. she Wl"$ :not released :tr<nn sueh olose eGntinement, 

and a-larmed., beoause if she did die he would lote, :1n the loaa of hor 

bu~iness.. fees fUilounting to two hundred ~d.s a ;year, he immediately 
' 

began to l'!ork on Mrs. Bute.' He aclVised her ~M.t a ohltlge 1~ the trea.t• 

:m.ant was absolut.ely neoeuary:, But h.e did not IIUO~td. 1.n hili! t~orta 

until he bluntly told Mrs. Bute Crawley that it tht old woli.UIUl did die, 



Capta.i:u O:rawley would be oertain to get the money.-

The S$l:f:hlh d$a:1:r:es of. the a.potheoary oonoerned with his f'eas 

a:nd of' the stwer•tn ... la.w oonee.:rned w1th tke will at last eome out into 

the open,. after ha:ving 'be~n l(ilng. glosau!id ove:r Ul1der a mask or service. 

~t I •• g$:1tJ.g· to obaerve, my dt~&r l&l.d~, ........ here 
the r•eolute Cltlftll;l enoe m.till"fl inttt:rposet with a. bland 
e.ir,..•uwnat l was g<il:ill.'ll& w obseJ:"''le when YQU gave utterance 
to aentimentt 'Wh1oh do you so muoh honour. •• that I think 
you ala.l"m Y·ftr'f.f<Jl.f liHilt~husaly about out' kind t:riend 11 a;nd 
1aodtioe your own health too prod.!ga.lly in her favour." 
· "I W\\)'(114 la:y difl:n my li:te :f'(llr my duty, or for M.y ~embeu• 
ot my husbe.nd'• fatly/' Jl:r$. Bute i:o:b(:l:rpcuied.-

"Y<~HJ,. MadM~.., if need w.,u•eJ but we dontt want Mrs.: Buts 
crawley to be a martyr_. u Olurnp aaid ge.llu.tly. "Pr• Squille 
and lffty'E~tlt have both oonsidered Mies Gra.w:l.ey 1 s oa.ae with 
every anxiety ad CQ~t• •• you may suppon. Wfill see her low• 
epirited and neneutst family events have agitated her," 

".ier ntph"' till o•• to pe.l!'t.tit1an.1 " Mra., cra.wlEt;y oriec:lt 
••!ia.w agitAted :bert and you a.rl"1v•d like a guardia:n angel, 

my c!l.ev Madam-, a poeitive guiu!•db.n a.ngtl,. l assure you, to 
soothe her under "bhe pressure of oe.lwty, But l)ro~~ Squill• 
!And I )N'ere ilni:r.ddi1lfl: that O.'!lr uia\)le friend. irJ :not :in euch 
a ata.te 1.1 rt~~tiera etllnt:l.nemeu:b tEl he)> bed neeeauua.ry. She is 
depreued; but this oontintme:nli perhaps adds to her depreesion,. 
She should have oha.llge,. fresh ur,~~ g;aietyJ the most delightful 
r~edies in the ph61.rmaoopoeia•tt Mr. Clump aa1~, grinning and 
shewing M.s !JJw.dsbe t&l!Jth. "I-'ersuade her to ri.se,. dea.v 
Madfli.Ij'f., drag her from her oouqh and her lw spirits' insist 
upon h~':" ta'kil'lg l1id1le> drives.. Thii'Y will restore the roees 
too to your oheeka, if I may so speak to Mrs. Buta Crawley." 

"The. .dgb.t ot her horrid: nephew casually in the Park• where 
I am told tlul wetoh drivel: with the brazen partner of his 
eri.nwe• '~ l€rs •. .Bu'be said (letting the oat of eelfiehnees out 
of the bag of secnoy), "vrould oa,use h~~;~r suoh a shook. that 
n should htlvt to bri:mg her baok 'bo bed a.gai:n.. She must not 
go out, :fl:r • 01 ump., She ill hall not; go out as lon~ etl<) 1 remain to 
wa.teh over ht·r, And 1.111' for 5: health1 llba.t mattet-s :ttt I 
gi~ it cheerfully• 11r. I saorifioe it at the altar of my 
duty,u . 

"Upon my word.., }!Adam," Mr, Olump now said bluntly, '*I won •t 
answer tor her life if she remains looked up in that dark 
room. She i 111 so nervous that we may lose her any dayJ and if 
you wi&h OapiJun Orawley to be her heir,. ! warn you £rankl:y11 
Made.m, that ;you are doing your vecy beet to serve him,." 



ttarao:ous :rf#.ro~rl ia her Ute in ~-.:nger?" l\lit~;~., :aute 
er:ted. Why, why, Ml'• Clump, clid you not il!lf'orm me 1110oner?tt 

The :night befot"e, Mr., Clum.p and Dr. Squilb bad had a 
oons~ltation (over a bottle or wine at the houn ot Sir ta.p1n 
Warr("n• 'Whose lady ·-mur about to present him ri th a thirtetnth 
blessing,) regarding Min Orawhy and her otuu•• 

11
Whnt a little. harpy that W@llfiUl. from :Ba:ulpshbe ia, Clump," 

Squills remarked, "that has sei&ed upon old !illy Crawley. 
Devilish good Medetr.a,n 

"V~t a fool Rawdon Orawlty ha• been," Clump replied, "to 
go and mmrey a governtss.l. There was aomething about the girl,. 
too-." 

nGreen eyes• fair skin, pretty figure, f&ao~• frontal 
development, 11 aquilla relll!ll.rked. t!There is something about 
her,; arHl Cra;wley us a; tool,· Squill. Ill .• tt 

"A d·- .fool ..... &.!nys was," the ap6th&ea.ey replied,. 
trot oourse the old 3irl will tling hilll 9'VIItl't" ~Jdd the 

physioial'l, and after a .pause added,. "Shetll out up nll; 
I auppoae•'* 

11Cut up,'* aays. clump with a. grin; "I wouldn't have her 
out up for two hundred a yea:r. Ill 

ttThe.t Ha:mplihire WPman will ld.ll her in two moni:ohs 1 Clump, 
'f.Il:Y boy. if she ttopi about her, • Dr+ S<itd.lls add.. "Old wo~J 
:f'ull feeder; oorvoue subjects palpi.ts:tioXJ. of the het&rtJ pnuu.re 
on the brain; apoplt:xyJ off thiS! goth Get her up., OlUttpJ get 
her outt or I W4#1Aldn 1t give lllMY we.oke 1 pvwst for your two 
hundred a year." And it was aoting upoa 'bhill hin'ti tllat the 
worthy a~otheoary l!tpolte with so mueh ii!mdour to Irs. Jute 
Crawley. . 

Mrs .• But• had trhd to have the (!)ld lady alter h•r will but had 
. ' 

faile<i..- i'h"J idea of death terrified. th• sick woms..l'l, ud 'b."'l€1 thouilt 

of writing e. ne·vr will add~d to the terror. It wu n~cessary to takt 

the patient out oooas:l.ona.lly and get her inte> a more oheed'ul spirit 

before a elltmge in the will oould be taroed., 

Brighton Uetm$d a. sat• p1a.ot.1 so t~tl"CJ th• h.ouslllh.old romov.d.., 

Irn:rrledia:bely Rawdon end Beeky1 all whoso mcu11agcn and envo:re to 'bhe 
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aunt hnd btJen turned a'llfay at the door, uttlei themeelvea at l!lrighto:o. 

also,. When their et.a.rriagas l'll.Erb on tho d.rivitl .RIJ.wdon and Beoky nre w.t 

daa.d. 

The b111 eolleotors w·t.tt"e constantly about their door. ttrt 

auntjr does not relent, what shall WEI d1ll?" liowtver thsy 11 ved well. 

Lon~; ousi:;om., a manly appearanoe:, fa.ultlau boob and 
elotre ~~~ and a h.1.ppy fie:rceneu o£ al.\ner;. will of'ten 
help a mran as muoh aa a g;re~~t bdMoe a.t the bank•r' l!h 8 

Finally luck 'ltepped in o:r1 Ra:wdonts and Betleyt·t lllidC~h Jir~h Buta 

was oalled home by family a.fi'drt:h, A 'lddg~ was forced in by way o£ the 

companion to Miss Crawley# a. letter was sent, Mlsa Cra:wley rdented 

sow.ewha.t end an intervift rol10ftta.. The affair ne ~Mnaged with. great 

strategy. Beclcy plMll:ling every mQTtt• Btd: the aunt !Shied o.t.t, 

ttTo seize upon ma the '"ey day after lraj~, :aute · we.t 
gone,. n tlu!J old lady prattlll1'd on» nit wt\e too indeoent, 
Brig~s~ r.r:r d«tar, writ~ to Mrs •. Orawle;r. and say she needn't 
c~ua back. No·-she needntt~•and $h$ 8han•t~-and-r-won•t b$ 
a. sb.v<t in my own houn ... •rutd X won•t be sta.rvtd and ohoked 
with pohon. Thty tlll vrant to kill me• ... all ......... u ...... n and with tais 
·the lonely olil wol!Wl burs·b ·into a. eoriiJilll of hyet!ln•iod tears. 

Rawa?n rec~ived a lett•r th~ng him for c~tng to Brighton and 

begging him not to stay longer on Miss Crawley's account. It alto 

informed him tha.t i:f.' he would oa.ll upon her b'\ll'fer in London he would 

find a communication there for him• 

Army duties also called th$m to London. 

8 
Ibid. I P• 331. -9 Ibid., Vol. 2~ PP• 28 .. 21:h -



ni nhould ~ave liked ·to see thE! old e;irl be:f'or~ n went, tt 
Rawdon said, She looks so out up e.nd a1 tered that I tm aure 
she oan 't last long" I wonder what sort ot e. ohGqu@ r shall 
have at Wa.xy•s. Two hundrtd••it oan.'t be len the.n two 
hundred,.--hey• Decky?n 

In oonseqU(fnce of the repea:bed visits of the l!l.idel!l ... de•oup 
or the Sheriff of: 1\iridcllnex, .Rl:wdon and hie wife did not r,o 
baok to their lodgings a.t Brompton, but put up at an inn. 
Early the next m.ar.ning,. Rt~>beooa had an opportunity of seeing 
them as she skirted tha.t Juburb on her road to old Mrs. 
Sedley•s hatt.se at Fulhsun .. wh:ttzwr she went to look for dear 
.Arnelia and her Brighton f'1"1<imdlh They were aU ott to 
Chatham, thonc:~e to 1!antich, to take shipping :fo:r Belgium 
with the :re{!;iment .... kind old M:ra. Sedley very muoh dep:reued 
and tearful., solite1-ry. Retm.-n:i.ng from thb visit., Rebtoca 
found ber husbaud, who had been of£ to Gray's Inn, and 
learnt his fate. He oama back tlul"iou.e. 

«By Jove, BaQ~J~" $&ys he, rtahe•s only given me tw&nty 
pound:n 

IJ:'haugh it told against thame&lves1 the joke wa.r. too
1
sood• 

and .Becky burst out laughing at Rawdon' a d:taoom£'1 tu:rt. 

In this story of a ruoe for the favor of the W't!al thy aunt the 

satire is directed against selfish people driven by mercenary motives. 

They !'awned over the aunt and ueumed devoted roles. They wer~ fooled. 

Becky and. Rawdon wex•e a little more hon.turt in thair approach to the 

aunt but ·were just as ea.gex- f'o:r the money u the :rest of the rele.tivee. 

It is noticeable~ however. the. t when Beoky and Rawdon lost. sha .f~too~td 

the fact with courage and gay spirit and la.u&hed at thlll joke on them-

Thaoke:ray o:ftC~n tdd that it waa hil purpo•u~ to laufiih at the 

vanities he saw in the world around him.. Ris treatmttnt of th' love 
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aff'a.i:r or Juuelia ia.nd Goorge b a. good trxample of' irony used. in a kindly 

and sym.pa.tlletio mill.nnert He portrE~.yed Amelia as a good wo:mEtn loving 
' ' 

with all her heart handsome. selfish GEio:rge Osborn~. G~orge ii!m.B not 

bad or vieious, but :tn dexte:roua ph:t•a.sca Thaokeray shoW-ad his vanity 

Ga.pta.in Dobbin sensed thnt ..1\lnolia. ns unhappy at Geo.r ge • s :failu:re 

to visit her in sever'Q.l days. Sh& :rnnde exouees f'or him• imagined that 

he waa busy• that his ar-my duties 'rere strenuous, or that he ~a 

oo:uup:led with studying the art of' WS~.r• Sha 

lilt.rove to p~~,tep into ·t;he barracks whfJra George waa • .,. .. 
All thing:$ ol!l~d.de~o.d,.. I think: :1. t Wl\l.B as well the gates 
were shut, and the aentry allowed no one to pas~JJ ao that 
the poo:r U:&tlE¥ whi te ... robed angel could not hear 'bh$ 
songs y~osi!J yotmg :f.'dlws wsl:'e ;roaring over the whiskey... 
punch_. 

Oaptain tlobbi.n protest$d to cnorge about hi$ neglect of Amelia. 

In a day or 110 Geo~rge pr6parcd to go to town. tie borrowed some money 

£rom th• g&nerous Oa.:ptain Dobbin to buy a present for .A.melilil.• But 

again vanity oaught hiln up; he could nab r~sist a handsome shirt ... pin 

1n a jewelle:r'; wi.ndo., Md after its purchase, he h~ too l:ttt.le m.oney 

la.t't to spare tor a gift. 

Amelia, ·who,.. as usua.l, me watohing at the window, started up 

and when Qeor~ fJ!nt~rGd the drawing r-oom, 

went fluttering to Lieutenant ~orge Osbornets he~rt A$ 

1:£' it was tho only ns.tur-al home :f'o:r lwr to nestle in. 



Oh thou poor pa:o.Ung little I!IC!ulh •• *. In 'bhe :meanwhile 
George k:isseq her ve:ry kindly on her forehead and glistening 
eyes, and. wa.a very craoiou• and goods and she thought hi$ 

. diamond l!lhirt .. pin (which lllhe had not known him to wear 
before) the prettieat ornament ever seen-12 

The next pll.eiage in tru. te::rli is (Ul example o~ Tbaekeray•s 

tendency to halt the narrative while he moral:Lr.ea a little to build 

up the point he h making• lit oomu bllok to the story. and with a 

clever twiat to the thought o.linohe$ :ln a phrase the whole matter. 

1'he obtu1:rve.nt reader, who has marked our young Lieutenant's 
previoue bthav:l.or, itnd. has prellilerved rur rep or-b of the brief 
oonvsxoaa.tion which he has just had with Oa.ptai:n l)Obbine has 
poadbly oome to oertdn oonolu~d.ona regarding 'the eharaoter 
of Mr. Osborne. Some oy.nioal Frenchlnan has said tbs.t there 
are two parties to ea. love•tranaaotionJ the on.e who loves and 
the other who condeaoends to 'be so tree:bed. Perhaps the love 
is oeeasionally on the man's t!dtJ perhapa on "bhe laq''* 
l?erha.ps some infatuated ._in has ere this mistaken insen• 
dbil:lty f'o.r mQdfarby1 du.llntaa for maide:tn re•.,rv•• :rn.ere 
vs.outty :tor snet ba.shfulneu. and a gooee, in a word, :f'or 
a en;n, hl"h&ps sotne beloved te.me.le subscriber hu arrayed 
an aas in the splendour end glory ot her ima.gina.'bionJ admired 
his d.ullneas: 11.1 manly eimpUo!:byJ worshipped. his selfishness 
as manly superierity; treated his etupidity as :nia.jeetic 
gravity, al'.ld uted h:l:m. ae the b:rillb.nt :fairy Tits.nia did a 
oel"tain weaver' at A.th~U'lh I think 1 have seen auoh comedies 
ot er:roJ-8 goin.g on 1n tht~t world. But this ia ottr'tain11 that 
Alnelia beU.eved her lover to be one of the :moe t gallant and 
brillis.nt men in thv empir•u and 1 t 1s possible Lieutenant 
Osborne thought so too,13 · 

ea 

Irony and pathos both lurk in the aente-nce 11Vhere we are told 

ahe admired the now at1ok•pin. George hlll.d bought 1 "b . £or himself w1 th 

:money borrowd purposel~,. to 'huy a g:U't f'or her, She thought him a. 

12 
IbidH Vol• 1, P111 179. -

ll Ibidt• Volt 1, P• 179 ... 180, -
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moat gallant and brilliant g~ntlema.n.: The olever unexpeotednema of 

the ending of tht patu:~age "~.md it :is posSible Lieutenant Osborne thought 

ao too" humorously Ulum.i:nates the charaote:r of the ha.ndaane lover. 

A scene from the Ntwoom~s illuetratet neatly one type of ------
Thackeray*t u.lile of satil"e• .!!!!. ·..,N_ewo_o_m .... e_s ill 111. satire upon the vanities 

of' society, Barnes Newoome repreaenta the too slu\:rp business :man.J 

Cllivlill Newcome, the tunb:l'tious person, but one too idle to aahieve auooessJ 

Lady lew, the arlllltoor•:t* determined to oontra.ot for her niece,. Ethel, 

a good :marriage, one that w111 bring more money $.nd higMr rank into 

the tf.Wilf"'"'!ndeed all ot the Inglish ·society in the novel helds this 

view ot l't1tl.l"ria.ge. A brier 1liuatration will autfioe. Humour and 

pathos are .. oombintd• 

an admirable man; she was an intelligent and beautiful gil"l J the ma.toh 

seem.ed perteet, but there ftlil no red love between them. One da.y Ethel 

was taken by Lady lew, who ruled over all her family,. to v:hit the Water• 

color Exhibitions. One draWing- in pa.:rtioula.r, a.ttraoted their attention •. 

They stood a long time gluing at it. The old lady was an excellent judge 

and was appreciative ot thia picture. 

ithc."l laughed I and her gre:ndmothor, looking up fran her at1ok 
on 'Whioh ahe bobbled •bout• saw a veey sarcastio expreuion 
:l.n the girl •• eyes •. 

'·'You have no t&Qte tor pioturea, only for painters,. I 
auppote,~ aaid Lady K6W• 



"I was not looking e.t the pioture," add Ethel still 
with a smile• "but at the little green t:1oket in the 
oornar. tt 

"Sold," said Lady Kew; nor course it is eolda all 
:Mr. Hunt t s pio tures are sold. There 1$ not one of' them. 
here on whieh you wontt see the green tioket, He is a 
admirable artist~~ I don't know whether hie oomedy or 
tragedy are the most excellent,~ 

"I think; grandmrunllul.,." Ethel lllaid, "n young ladiu in 
the world, wh$n WEI are exh1biting1oughtto have littlt green 
tiekets pinntd on our baoks, with •soldt written on themJ it 
would prevent trouble Md. ~y fUture haggling, you know, 
Then at the end of the season the owner would oome to oarey 
us home." 
Gran~ only said, "Ethel, you are a fool," and hobbled 

on to Mr. Ca.tter.mole•s picture bard by. 

*••·························· On that same evening,. when the Newcome family a.uembled at 
dinner in Park Lana, Ethel app;~ared with a bright green ticket 
pinned in the front of he:r vrhi te mualin :f'rookJ and. when asked 
what thie queer fancy meant, she made Lady Kew a curtsey., 
looking her full in the faoe, and turning round to he:r father, 
said, nl am a ta.bleau ... vivant, papa, I am Nwnber 46 in the 
Exhibition of the CJ-.!ltry 'o'1 Pa.inttr.t in Wa.ter•oolours." 

· 
11Uy love. what do you mean?" says mamm&f and Lady law, 

jumping up on her crooked stick with immense agility, .tore 
the oard out of Ethel's bosom, and very Ukely would hAve 
boxed he:r ears, but that her parents were p:reaent, and. Lord 
Kew was a.nnouncuad, 14 
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The paeaa.ge sh~$ Thaokera.y•e ironical treatment of the material 

e.tti tude tQW'ard marriage; y.t he made Ethd~ who rea.liud the bought 

and sold nature of' the marriage «~ntraot, jeat in a light-hearted 

manner oonoerning it• Beneath the jest the ~irl •s pathetic protest 

is appa..rent. 

so:me time later Ethel again protested to her grandmotlwr. She 

cried rut that a .fortune seemed to be all important, that children nre 

14 The Newcomu, Vol. 2• PP• 46.,.4£3. -
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bought I!Uld sold ,as much a& Turki rJh women' nre. She wanted to revolt 

against suah slavery, yet being intelligent• she real.Ued that ehe 

belonged to 111. f.wil.y and a sooiety that believl!ld in the importance of 

wealth, rank., fine houses rmd titlea, and that shet too, loved the 
' . 

wo:rldJ bu-t;, alae· exaldmed the.t she vrould' rat~r be at the plough like 

the wtull.en she saw in JllU:rope. 

"No• you wouldntt, Ethd1 " replie• the grandmother, 
dryly,,. · "These al"e the fine speeohEU$ of IQhool .. girlth 
'lhe llhOW&I"I of rain would spoil your o~plexion-you. 
would be pt:rf'eetly tired in an hour, and come baok to 
lunoheon.,..you belong to your belongings, my dee.l"1 and are 
not better than the reot ot the world; ver;y good ... looldng, 
as you kB:ow perf'eotly wll, tiUld not very good-tempered. 
!t is luoky tha.t Kew ia. Calm your tem~r, J.t lea•t 
befo r• :mar:riag• 1 suoh a prbe does n.ot !'all to a pretty 
gi%"1 t s lot every day. Why~· you sent him AW'Ii\y quite soarf!ld 
by your orueltyJ and 1£' htt is not playing a:b roulette,. or 
at billiards,. I dare say he is thinking what a. little 
tei'I:I'Ull.gant you are, and t'hta. t he had best pause while it 18 
!tet tiJruh Before I 'Vn!-S :roarried1 your poor g:re.ndtather never 
knew I hacll a tempc;rJ of' after-days I aay nothingJ but trb.ls 
are· good £or all of us, and he bore hie like an angel. 11

, ••• ~ 
"Why do you dcu11l"e this marriage so mtloh, grandmother?" 

the gi:rl asked .• .,., ... * 
'tWhy, my deSU"'l Beoause I think young ladies who ws.nt 

to go and work in the f'ields• should make hay while the sun 
shintHtJ b&oause I think it ii!J high time that Kew should 
r&nj!ier himseltJ beoause;t I e.m sure he will make the best 
Euub.Ud,. and Ethel the prettiest Oountee11 in England. •15 

And l'llthel -.gain $:Ubmi tttd~~o, 

The q\UUJt ot a. marrb.ge bringing mater:!:al btnefits IUoh AS higher 

riiUlk or gree.ter fort'Wl.e oeoupied :ma.n:,r ot the ohuaoters ·in ~ Newoomeuh 

One inetanoe ia that· or Ethel Newoome whose tUJ.Uy r'ejeoted Oli ,.,., 

15 
Ib1d .• 1 Vo1. 2, PP• 126-127. -
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.Another is that of Clive who, men rejected by E,'thel, deliberately 

decided to aootilp·b wealth in a. loveless marriage that offered itself. 

Still another oase ia that of Lady Clara, who,. loving a.nothor, married 

Barnes lfewoome at her f'eunUy • 11 oo.t:nna.a.nd, Both marriage a developed 

unhappy endings. Thtl.okeray pointed out the obvious reasons all the 

way. Ria satire ehO'IIf'ed no bi tternesa on his plil.rt, but rather sadneu 

o.t the folly of men and women vrho atruggle so hard for the va.ni ties 

of life. Perba.pe hh protest. in ~ _New_oo_m,...e_s made :Englisll:m.an a.wo.re 

of their material outlook upon marriage. Suoh a. subject could be 

treated in tragio fashion but# as in the passage above, Thackeray 

ohoee humorous oomment and jest and satire. Ethel Newcome gaily 

pinned on herself a green tioket to shaw that ehe was sold to a future 

ovm.er and Lady :Kew wit~ pointed, ohver comments brought Ethel into 

obenienoe again. 

:Pendennis 

In Pendennh the follies of a man whoJ ae a youth, was very 

selfish are 1atirhed.. The first love atfdr ot Arthur Pendenni$ with 

the actress, Mise Fotheringay, would be oxoellent oomedy on any •tage. 

The oharaotex-s inolude the blustering11 bragging, whiskey•indulging 

Costigan, the oleve:r Major Pen.dennis who managed all parties concerned, 

the foolish, romantic, ohival:ric lad, .Arbhur, and the not too intelligent, 

beautiful, and praotioal ~otreso who is ~lve ~ars older th~ Arthut. 
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.A.nothe :r oomio •tory in Pendennh, that h not euential to the 

plot• is that of Mirobolant 11 the Frenoh ohet. of the Claverings. lle was 

very vain and thousht that any member of the tf>litinine world would adore 

him• The Ola.vering•, vd:bh their servants, ha.d driven up to the Park: 

gates and ~re going up the steps of the Hall. 

Monsieur Mirobolant hAd looked at the procession from one 
ot the lime•t:rees in the avenue; '1Elle est la, tf he a aid,. 
laying hil!l jewel.led hand on his riohly-embroidered wlvt11t 
wa.ilcoa.t with glatt. butt oM, 11Ja t 1ai vue 1 je te benb,. 
0 ma sylphide, 0 mon ange:~ and he dived into the thicket, 
and made his way baek to his furnaces and aauoepans,l6 

He was in love w:Lth the daughter of the house, .Blanohe Amory,. He 

prepared speeial diabt' just £'or her, stekins to expross hill love 'in 

the language o£' h1a oulina.ry art. 

Xo a fritnd Aloide Mirobolant desorib*d hif dinner• 

her lov~ly nQle h Blanehe. Xhe veil of the maidtn is whiteJ 
the wreath of roaes whioh ahe WE~ara h 'White. l d$te.rmined 
tmt my dinner should be t.s spotlees as the •now, At he:r 
a.ooustomed hour.., and instead of the rude ~r.t a .l!e,a:u whioh 
wae o:rdin.a:rilf served at her too simple ta e., '! nn\'6 her up 
e. 1.1 ttle {i-t.~i.,. !. .la 

1Rdne .. ! la.. Reine Bltanohe, I oalled 1 t, as 
wbitEl a& r ow.n tl'i:it-a:n<I ooi'i'reo~!ono!' ffih the :most fragrant 
ere~ and almonds• l then offered up at her shrine a filet de 
merlan a. ltA'tia• and a delioat.e E~a~~ which t have deelgna~iicr 
a's:!Cii~Tan a Sainte Therese~ an of' which my charming MiiiUI 
pa 00 nth' P!easurfh .. I i'o1!0w-ed this by two littb entrcUUl 
of tw'eet•brtad and ohiok:en) and the only brown th:t.ng wlit'on r 
pe~itted myself in the entertainment waa a little roast ot 
lamb, wbioh I laid in a meadow of spinaohes, surrounded with 
oroustillons,. representing sheep. ~md orneunented with daid.el 
and other 111avage flowex'lh At'ter this oame my second li!lerviotu 
a pudding ala Reine Eli»abeth (who••*•wa• a maiden prinoesa)J 

_.., ...,...,._ w i ut li t ,.. IWM I 110111111 
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a dish or opa.l.o.ool()ured ploverll! 1 eggl!, whioh I oa.lled Ni.d de 
tourtereaux a la Reueoul~J plaoing in the midst of the~wo-ot 
tho3-& ten!er-vO!a'itiee, '6llling ea.oh otluu·, and oo:nf'eotioned 
With. butt~&rJ a buket oatdnl:ng little .§l.teaux of aprioots, 
eioh, !.<lm~w, all young ladiea a.d.orJJJ ani! a j$).1y oi' ma.rasquin, 
'bland, inainuatin,g, ~nto~ioating •• the glanoe of beauty. 1'hia 
I cleH!I1gnated Jmh~?hh,!!! Ca;l~~~! la .!,ounrdne 2!_ Jnon Co0ur. 
And wl:lu. -· !oe we.e S'rougffe · "'"'an ;tie oJf Rl~'I'He~e and oherriclte ..... 
how do ylbu think I had shaped the•• ; • • t .ln ~lie !'orm of. two hearts 
·'lm:ttliul with an anow~ on whioh I had laid, befor-e it enttn•ed., a 
bridal veil in out ... paper, sur-mounted by a wreath of virginal 
orange-~10'\Verf I $'b~'>od at the door to watch. the efteot ot this 
entl'y..- It ns but one oey of' admiration. 7 

Mirobolant •ll eo:n:vinoed that l3lanoh~ und4U"$'bood hb musages o£ love 

sent thu$ to her and that she responded to hia affection. Thaokera.y 

Whether Alcide was ~s irresistible a conqueror as his 
na.mEHllU$1 or whether he wa.f6 rltbr~ply orazy., is a point whioh 
must be lett to the :reader's jttd~ntt But the latter, if 
he has had the b•n~t'it. of much Fr.,nch aoqudnt~U~.oe, has 
perha.pll met with men W!longst' them who :f'anoitd themsdv&s 
1!1.$ invinc:ibleJ and who, if you oredit thEm~• have me.de equal 
ha:voe in the hearts ot le$ Angla.ise!ll.,l8 -

A ball in the vioinity of' the oountey oetate o.f' the Cl.a.verings 

was open to all you.n.g persons of th.e ocruntr~ .Mlrvbolant at·tend•d, 

wearj.ng on his b:rettSit a blue ribbon and three .. pointed star. With his 

ge.neral French a.pp~anoe he seemed a very grand gentleman. 

An unfortunate oollidon o:n too \lall room floor- oauaed Pen and 

Blanche,. who .wwe &moing tog*Jither, to upooset·• She ·nus in a rag;o and 

Pen, too • na turiou,ah JverYbody la..ugh•d a.t tluna. Pen •na one of 

thoEJt'l ea.:rot.et io ;young fellows that did not h•e.r a llWgh tll.t his O'llll'n 

l? .. ~b.~!f• PP• 363•364. 

lB Ibid.,. P• 366"' -



e:xpenBe, and of all thinglll in the world fGIU'td rid1oule ntot!lt, '' 

l!iss Jtm.ocy 1n a pet said she wa,s Tl!lry lllttoh hlll"t indttd 
and she \"fOUld not take another ti'lrn; a:nd mht tu3cU'Ipttd witt 
great thanks a gl&ss of wahr whioh a oa'VaUar.fl who woN a 
blue ribbon and a three•pointed stu, rushed to :f'etoh tol" 
her ·when he had seen the dtplo:t'tble aaoident.. &ht drank the 
water, smiled upon tht bringer gracefully, and turned her 
white shoulder at Mr. P&n in tht:J moat :l'f!Qrktd and haur~ty 
manner, besought the g0nt1eman with the star to oonduct htr 
to her l't81ll!"ll.aJ and she held out her h&.nd to take hh am. 

The man with the star trembled with dtligh'ti at tbi1 
mark of favourJ he bOWE!d. over her handt prtntd it to hil 
ooo.t f~u·•.ridly and looked around him with triumph, 

It -n.s no other thal'l the happy Mirobolent whom Blano.ht 
had se13oted u an esoorb.t .But the truth ie,, thllit the yolU'tg 
lady had :mtver fairly looke~d in tht artbt t. faot smoe 
ha had been employ&d in her mothe:c' s tlil'll.ily.~ tnd had no 
idea but it wan a foreign nobleman Gn whost a:r.m lllht' was 
leaning. .As she went o:r:r., Pen forgot hi1 humi.lbtion ii 
hh; su:rprise, and or!Eid out. nay Jove, it's tht eook&" 

The e.f'tair almost resulted in a dutl. St!f•love• tta.r a:f.' ridioult, IU'ld 

pride of ::rank ara folUt$ that in thd.Sel ws art rid:touloi:UI and shou1<3. 

In tht · use of burletqtte 1'llaoketay was a :meu~ter. Hb manner ot 

setting forth extravtgiU'lt •pisodts with the greai.Hret gre.'\1ity tends to 

excite laughter. Hill rid:Loults oh:tvdry, heroio exploits in bl,ttle, or 

prete::atious ae:nt:i:mant u represtnttd. in the literaturt ot hb dAly. 

The Tremendous Adventurem .2!, Ma~or .~hl&ae,, tlUI told b:y the Major, -
axoaedad those of the Baron Munoheusen or any other o£ th~t tamous 
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trawllers. "Truth is trtl'Q.nge 1 IJtrcmger theu:l tiotlon" ia tru. 'mlt!i&il!lb. 

heading of the emadng I$!1Cpbitus. Major Gahacan WliUI a :man or tremendous 

stature and• as he himself ta.id, the l'!Qdeom.-ust o.tf'illttr at:tvittg her 

J:Mjesty. The tale 1& f'ul1 of' uring dtedat uattlu, and hN:td-to•hand 

encounters in whioh the Major always ea:mt ~t with great hon(!)l'l. 

Exaggeration and 'b-rag(£adcoi.o b the ttllne of the burltsi!JUt 1 then 

suddenly mild tmderstatew.~nt is thrust ine :rtiulti~a~ in 1\ldio.reu.e 

etfeet. 

The Major had fo;md thett his tl11oop had gone auad of' hilt~. while 

the enemy was very close to him. 

I had got into the very mU.~e ot thf l"OI!td b•fore I made 
this disoovery• so that the tdlll!WI bad a f'ull l!ight of' 
me • and whiUt _,~ ·$. bullet by my 1tt't whbke:r be tort 
l could ae.y Jack !.t'binson, l boked rQd ... •there -.re 
aevQnty of tbt aeourted mal vadq,f, at the 1etutt1 -~ w.tthi.n1 
as I said, a hundred ye.Ma., Were l to lillY that! I •topped 
to fight sevtnty men.~: you would wri 'be u down a toel or a 
lirU"l no,. sir, I did not tight, I ran t'Wif·• 

I am ai.x .ffittt four•-mr ri~:urt h ae w ll lmow.t1 h the 
Spanish army $-S that ot tht CoUilt de Luoharu-,, or 'JJ!'3 t1trtt 
little friend Oabrera htuoltt "Gaba$an&." ehou:btd out 
half•a.-dosen .eotundrdly voh••• end t1tt7 more shots oam~ 
rattling after •• I was ru.nning~·rt'Uttlilag 111 the bn:vt eta.g 
b"fora thCit hounds• ... :running a.s I have dtnt a gre.at l!lumbtr ot 
times blbore in my Ht~, when there •• no help tor it but 
a raoe. 

Of Th$ te5en4, . .2!, tht llhi.nt Thukfray hiasolt gave tht •etting. 

It was in the days ot chivalry, of outlts on the Rhine, of atrq 

portoullis and $t$el., silken ba3.'llltrs, mtn"'flt•e.rxl\8 • "I warraJlt M i:lhtre 

20 ttThe Tremendous Adventures of :Mljor Gahag•n," ~.urlti,S,UI.f.• 
Vol. 23t P• 256,. 
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we~ ladies and knights• to rewl. hl the great· MlU1 ru:u1 to fea.111t, .and 
·. 21 

to da:noe • and to make low th~U!'4h 11 "Ho• seusohal& f'ill lilt 11 cup ot 

liquorJ put sugar in itt $Ood tell.,.•yea,. and 1 little hot 'l!lltt:rJ a 

very little.; for ley'. $OU1 is sad, as I thi:nk of thcse days elld kni.ghta 

or old.n22 

!!!., Novel$ :2z ~~l:lt, Ha~ds a.re written 1n the style and -.xm.er 

or certain authors as lulwtr ... Lybton. G,. ;p, a. Jame,•·• and Oharles Lever. 

Disraeli. c,~liAeb;tia o.onddered b:r Trellope25 the best of tbetch 

In E.h!1 Fo~art;y. the famous j\Uilp that ctnds tl:!M yam b illustrated wiish 

a ¢bver sk&tch of horse and ridt:r Q'd.l:Lng owr the neads of the Pmperor 

and his white horse w:L.th the •ur~o.nished •u•rny looking on. 

There -we.s a shriek or ttr:ror :rroro. the wholt ot thf Frenoh •uom;v1 
and ! should thillk et least forty thourand guns W$rt ltvtlled at 
me in an instant.,, But a$ the ws)(tint •~• not loa!&tdw and 'bho 
cannon had onl:y WAddi:t"tg in them, thel.ie faote, I presumt, sa'll&d 
th~ life of Phil Fogarty fl'O'll this dil!loU.»'SII)• 

Knowing my bora+); I put him at tho Empot'or' • head* and. 
Bllg11boo 'Wht at it Uke a shot. Rill waa r1d1~ hb tanwut white 
Arab. and t~nttd quitt pale ae I oemf up and •nt oYer t~ hor11 
and the Engperor1 sou•ody 'b~thing thf eookade whloh he won. 

ttBravol'' said Murat, bursting intt enthudum. at the l~•P• 
•'cut him dowr:t." said Sityes. one• an Abbe, but nQ\11 a ppntio 

Ch.drassierJ and he ~dt a pass at me with hil sword. But ht 
little knew an Irisbman on an l.rish h0J!"It• llup.boe olearfd 
Sieyes. and fetahEIIJ the monrrter a slap with his near hind hoot 
whioh sent him reeling trom. hh saddle,-•and away I wnt.J with 
an army ot a hundred and sevent~hree thousand tight hundred 
men at my bedh *"' u 24 

21 ''A Legend ot th$ Rhine, '1 ~le,s~u•.•.• Vol. 23JI P• 311. 

22 Ibid,·' P• 324• -23 TrollopEJ; SR.• ~· • Pt 77,., 

24 "Phil Fogarty," .~urlt8$U,~~t,s.; Vol. 2$, P• 61• 

;< "' 
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Also in the volume or .:aurleasu•,•. h :found tht:b am.uaing ehualli'btr; 

JCila:mes, ·of Buckley Square. 25 There were many reader. of Punoh who were 

well a:oquaint&d with Jeames before they knew 'J.'haoke:ray at au. Je.m.ee 

Plush, Esq. is a burlesque .of the footman olau and also of the m.a.nner111 

of the aristocracy through the eyes o:f those who serve them. Jefl.ltlel, 

his expressions, hi$ great dignity, hh apdling. his own rht into a 

position of affluence through the 11e:x:ashe ot my own 'balinoe a.nd 

ingeanuity," the nldta.stra.ty" resulting from the "Panniok" and how 

his "& rifewses ·to oronnhle the misfortns wh:i.oh l&uarated. my- bleed• 

ing art in Hootober le.et," all these are capital tun. 

A burlesque the.t fairly rollicks along itl -.yi• Rebecoa ~ 

Rowena. Every p111.ge contains many laughs and nearly- every sentenoe, a 

smile • Thackeray imagines the stoey of Ivanhoe carried. on after his 

marriage to Rowena. · 
-· 

As a matron Row.na became wna'b her girlhood had promteed she 

would be, cold, stately, taul~leas, ca.rr~in' on her duties oorreotly, 

and most eeriously interested in her ohuroh. She never :f'org&t that 

Ivanhoe had been interested. in Rebeooa and never miued an opportunity 

to remind him. o:f' i'tiJ u for Ivanf1oe he •• !'rankly b,ered with lift. 

25 nThe Diary o:f o, ~eNnea de la Pluohe. l!leq,'" l!I.}U"lelfiUfUI~ 
Vol. 231 PP• 131~218• 
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:Me missed the adventures and exoitenumta ot th~& wars~ and marriage with 

Ronna, palled. He was ~, liatle as, and domineered onr completely 

by R(l)Wena. The story begb11 at Rotherwood. 

Waun.l;ia had beoonu• mos't melanoh$ly11 but w«uJ un:rortuna:be enough to 

talk too loud, dhturb1ng a disauasio.n Rowena was having with a church­

man. She oltd•:red thr*iie dozen lashes to be gi van him. Wamba turned 

appealingly ,~o Ivanhot~~~ 

"I got you o\;rb of .Front .. d••Boeufta oastle1
11 he said,.,n 

and etimst thou not aa.ve me from the lash?" 
"Yes• !'rom Jl':ront ... do"Boeut 's oa.stl•• where l,.OU were looked 

.!-2 w:l.:bh 'bhe Jewels in the tower~;;6said ltowena,-..­
""CTtii='t'li;""g!ve litini'ow:- dozen I" 

She never m18aed an opportun:i. ty to throw the llebeooa affair at 

obtained Rowena'$ consent to join Rioha.rd, Aooompan1ed by Wa.mba o~ 

his mule• "he turned the ta.i.l of h1 s war ... horse upon the oastle ot his 

t'a.thera."27 Aa he was leaving he met Athelstane journeying toiPTP'd 

Rotherwood, Iw.M.ot hesitated a mom.ent and then kissed a looket he drew 

out of hie waistcoat and epurred on hh horse. 

He joined King Richard who wae beee1ging the castle of Chalus, 

In camp the.re D$ mu.oh lingingt nth the king taking the lead and 

ola.iming that he had composed both words and melo~ ot many o£ the 
., 

as "Rebecoa and Rowena. tt ~urleaquoa, Vol. 23, P• 411. I r:r 
27 

Ibidt I P• 480. -
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songs. One o dg:tnal heroic :melody- sung by the king. had a. ohorue whi oh 

tt:g-ule Br1tal'Wia1 Britannia. rules the su •• 
For Britain nt~ver, never, nevtr sla..vu shall be;" eto,28 

ln.nhoe rather glumly stayed aloof, but when questioned by the king• 

said he thought he had hea:r-d "•omething very like the air and words 

This happened two or three times, and the king in a. fury# 

hurled his guitar' at lvanhoe•s head. :Cva.nho~ oa.ught it graoetully 

with one hand.1 :made the king a bow, and began to sing the ballad of 

King canute. 

Later1 when the battle wa.s on;,.. IV'Nlhoo and the king were always 

first ill the tray1 indeed., occasionally· Ivanhoe had to hold himself 

back to let the king be first, and when all manner of missiles 'Were 

hurled ove:r the walls upOl'l thdr heads, cand a ood scuttle had oaught 

on the king•s visor and a mah~gany wardrobe would have crushed the 

~ing, Ivanhoe skillfully warded it ~ft. 

The tale goes on. Iva.:nhoe after a.Goounting for many of the 

enemy was sorely W'Qundedt Wa.mba thought him dead and fled, The newt 

was oa.r:ried back to lllngland where Rowtna. a.f'her deep :mourning had N!lr 

marriage annulled and !fpeedily ma.rriad the dow, ale-drinking Athelstane. 

She was much inta.tua.ted, even allowing Athel•tane to smoke aiga.ra in 
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Ivanhoe. a.s in all good hietorioll\l tale., we.e eaved by a tamoua 

elixir, plua a htndt 'e oare, and a.f'1uu:"' six years serioue illntse a.nd 

oonvlll.Eusowoe, :retuEned in disguise to Rotherwood. The soene wa.s muoh 

. like that in 80(l)tt•e ro:manoe when tht disguised palmer came to Cedric's 

hall, WI!Wiba wat 'hh• omly person lito reoogni&ed the knight., But the 

domestic soene c,.f the JM.rried plld .. r at iatherwoGd was too xnuoh tor 

Ivanhoe and he and Wamba lett, to wandn agfrl:n on adven·bux'eth 

In th.e meantime, King John,. now on the throno, -.a displeased 

with Athelet-.lle. ant1 lowena, and atta.okecll tho cuu.sth. .A;bhdat$1\e ns 

a.gain1 m<l Rowena ad the boy nre carried any u prisone:re of the 

king. Ivanhoe did not oare muoh and did not search for her very 

seriously, Re wa• more interested in inquiril'lg about Jewieh :t'wlieta. 

.Af'ber a year or ao a 34tter :realllhed him from Rowena. In reeponse 

to it., IV$llhoe weu1 'bakon to her wb.we abe lay in prison ete.rving to 

Fanoy Ivanhoe'• entra.nott ... •their reoognition .. •the faint 
blush upon her tom features ... •the pathetio way in which 
she gives 11-btle Ced:rio in oharge to him, and hb promises 
of' protection. 

"W1lf'red.11. J11W early loved, tt slowly gasped sh~, rtmO'V'ing 
her grey hair .from her !'u:rrowod tEII1ple a, and gadng on her 
boy .fondly, e..s he nestled on Ivanhoe's k1tUilt• .. 11 promhe me, 
by st. Wal theo!' ot Templestowe ..... promh~ me one boonl" 

t':r do," said. Ive.nhoe, clasping the boy, and thinking it 
was to th.t little innocent the promise wae intended to 
apply. 

"By St. Wa.ltheof'?" 



tt:ay St. Wd'bheo:N" 
"Promise me, then, tt guped Rowena, staring wildly at 

him, nthe.t you never will marry a Jewen?" 
"Dy st. Waltheo.t •" oried Ivanhoe, ttth:ta is too muoh 

RowenaJtt ...... nut he £4:Jlt his hand graaptd tor a moment, the 
nerves then relaxed, the pale lip oeased to quiver-•ahe 
was no moreJ29· 

Ivanhee placed the boy in a boarding school, arranged his 

tamil;y atta:!l.rs and roamed oft again, chopping ott heads, performing 

tremendous feats, end inquirimg; about Jews. He went to Spain to tigh'b 

'bhe Moo:rs, there he met :tsaao ldlo lived in Va.lenoia and from him heard 

that Rebecca wae dead. :oeapa.i:ringly- he rushed out and killed in oom.bat 

titty•thouaand Mohammedans and then felt better~ 

But Rsbeooa. was not dead, She had dhpleald her !'ather by 

re:f'uling to :marry any of 'bhe nUlllerous su1tora he had provided, saying 

that she 'W'$Uld marr;y onl;y one of her OW'n faith (she had seoretly beoome 

a Christian] • So Isaao looked her up in the kitchen giving her only 

bread and, water. She had been therlf) four yeus_. three months and 

twentY""fOUl" days when Ivanhoe found her• or oourse they were at ast 

married. thaeker~ thinks they were not boisterously happy but were 

very solemn and probably died rather early. 

The fun ia riotous yet harmless. The original story of Scott 

is not spoiled in any way nor did Thaokeray purpose to destroy 1t. The 

tendcmoy of heroic :f':l.gures to be alwa.ys .t'i:tst in All txpldts, and the 

ease with which they perform great teats of strength are made fun ot 

adroitly. The ridiculousness of so ma~ of' the miraculous oures found 
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in the stor1u Gf chi val:rio romance a.nd whioh providel)d for a hero • s 

return just at the mom.ent his p:r<:Jsenoe ns meet needl!lld il lA$ oasuall;y 

treatet!l, thut Vit.dtH•Up ·na.mee, as Sir ioger de aaokbi te, ~he nrdor of 

King Richard llho through jealousy stabbed Ivanhoe in' battles the 

anaohronism•,. as the salver. "chased by the Florentinet Benvenuto 

Cellini, n. on whioh Ro'"na•s breakfast me serveda or the oigars mioh 

were s:m.oked, or 't/he Gpeote.olea whioh were worn to auiat in a disguise,. 

add much to the unexpectedness of Thaokeray's playfulneaa. The aentenoes 

often have u unexpected twist to the:m. Humorous E~:x:ample et o!' some ot 

"After a dey t e fighting, Gurth and We.mba. used to pick 
the arrows out of their intrepid master'• ooat•ot•ma1l, 
a.s if they had been so many almonds in a pudding. tt30 

11What; Wilfrid. of Templerstowa. Wilfrid the :na.rried :man, 
·wuf'ridl the hmpeekedl" oded the lUng ri th t~. sudden buret 
or good ·humour, flinging aw~~ty the oul~:tin from hixn1 as 
tho~gb. j,t he.d been a. :reed (it lighted thr-ee bundred yards 
orr 1 on. the .foot of Hugo de Dunyon1 who Bill ~m~oking a. o11u 
a.t tlie doCir of his 1umt• .and oauaed tha.t rt<loubted warrior 
to limp for some days after) • 31 

During this delirium, (in Vilhioh lvanhott drearued ot R•beoca) 
what were polities to him. or ne to politioe.~32 

Ivanho• spurred on his horse Bavieoa madly up the ohestnut 
avenue. The oastle was before himJ thl!l' weatern tower W'SUI 
in flames) the besiegers were pretsing at the eoutb0rn ga.tea 
Athelstane's ba:mter- the bull l"$Illpant, was still on the 
ne>:rthern bartiu.n. tt An Ivanhoe., IIW Iva.nhoe~ tt he bellonci 
out, vri:bh a •hout thAt overcame all the din of battltu 

...._ ____ _ 
30 11Re'bee~oa and Rowena," .~.ur~uque,•, Vol, 23.. P• 42fh 
31 Ibid •. , P• 424. -
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11
Nost:r$ ~ a b. reoouuei" And to hurl hh lance through 

the M.idri:t'f of Reginald de :Sraoy, who n.a OOllllrl4nding the 
aaault-•who tell howling with anguish~•to wave his battle• 
axe over hiiiJ own head,. and cut oft thoiJie of thirteen me:n­
at.•:ama, wa.s the work of an inlta:o:b, "An Ivanhoa, an Ivanho&jtt 
he still shouted111 and down went a ltlAll as sure as ho uid "hoel"33 

Humorou• pastagel are without number, u Rowena.• a speech, 

wherein lhe lpeak$ ot 111:. 'WOman· loving only onoes aa th• tact that 

.Ivanhoe •• really leader of the knight& who forced the king to 111ign 

the Magna, Charta, and again as a party where the Sir Roger De Ooverly 

was danced• Quite horrible and bloody deeds of the £1ghtera are re• 

counted oasually and agreeably in ordtr to enhance the prowose and 

reputation of the heroes, and are reoei~d without often••• 

PARODY 

Thackeray sometimes amployed a literary pleasantry that had & 

great vogue atllot~.g w1te.ra in the nineteenth oentury and na populu 

in the pa.gera of' ~fl!h.. Parody na an art whioh· tested the skill ot 

the writer •• ts the .:f'a.oility with which he could imitate the style ot 

another, Jam.ee !ogg, Them.a Rood, Bayi!U"d TayloP,. Lms Cl.n"oll,' and 

many nhtra mim:hkd. the language or sentiment of another author. 

Ltwis Curoll '·• Wlilll known parodies in Alioe in Wond!llrlp.nd uoe How 
~ ........ ,. ............. 

doth the little Cre>oodile- from. .Isaao Watts. Twinkle Twinkle tittle 
~~ ....... l. 



ea 

t.eti tia Elizabeth Landon 1 s Violets beoame pa.rodied in Tha.okeray t e 

_?abbiiii.§EIS.• 

Charles Lever • a !!!! .!! ~ !!, the !!~do!' Malone beo111111e Larrr 

O'Toole, the first lltanaa or whioh is given. 

Larry O'Toole 

tou•ve all heard of Larry O'Toole, 
Ot the beautiful town of' Drmngoole) 

He had but one eye, 
To ogle ye by•• 

Oh, murther, but that was a jew•ll 
A foo.l 

He made ot d.t girls_. dis O'Toole.,34 

A popular song ot the day W:&ppi~. ,2!! Stairs provided the 

parod1es 11 !.!'!! AliOAGkt~ 4d1eu and~ Kn:S.§htlz Gut$rdon by Tht.okeray. 

Thackeray bad declared that he would laugh at pretense, and the 

highly aen:f:dmentd pathos in the literature popular in his day affected 

him as false. It did not seem to him to pruent a true picture of' the 

men and women htt knew• He enjoyed vers&J it seemed to oome to him 

easily and hb ·w:tUow .. !J.'re• 'bllllad 11.1 itself' is oonside:red good-.. "•o ,. .... ~ 
good that 1£ left by 1t•ett it would ore•te no idea ot absurdity or 

extravagant pathos in tho mind of the ordinary reua.dtu•. n36 Then to 

o:ree.te that very absurdity he wrote a parody on hie Willow-Tree. 

34 
Wa.l t4:u• Jenold 

and Im1tatior1• (London• 
nT.3 4! ' I 'p~· 111. 

35 
Trollope, !2,• !!!.•, P• 66,. 

,, 
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The Willow•Tree 

Know ye the ~llow-tree 
Whote gr61y ha:vea quiver, 

Whi~Sptn•ing gloomily 
fo yon pale riverJ 

Lady~ a.t eve:tlwtide 
Wander not near :tt, 

They aay its branches hide 
A sad, lest sp:tritl 

Onee to the willovr-tree 
A m&id came tearful, 

Pale eeemod her oheelc to be1 
Her bluE! eye tear.t'ulJ 

Soon a3 she aa.w the tree, 
Rer st.ep movod fleeter, 

No one was there~·ahmel 
No one to maat herl 

Qu1ok beat her he~rt to hear 
The far bell • s ohime 

Toll trom thct ohapel•tower 
The tryat:ing time J 

But the red sun went d~ 
In golden flame, 

And though she looked round, 
Yet no one oamel 

Presently cu!une the night·, 
Sadly to greet her,•• 

Moon in her silver light~ 
Stars in their gli tterJ 

Then ~uw.k: the moon atny 
Under the .billow, 

Still wept the maid alone•• 
There by the willowl 

Through the long darknen, 
By the stream rolling, 

Hour ld'ter hour went on 
Tolling and tolling, 

Long wa• the da.rkneu­
L.ondy and stilly; 

Shrill oamo the night•wind, 
Pi(!)roing ~d ohilly. 
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Shrill blew the morning brtele
1 Biting and oold, 

Bleak peers the grey de.wn 
Over the vmldt 

Bleak over moor and etreron 
L0oks the grey dawn, 

Grey; with dhhevelled hair,. 
Still stands the wUlw there•• 

Tf!l MAID IS G®El 

The W:tllowo.Tree 

{Another version) 

Long by the willow-trees 
Vainly they aou.pt latr• 

Wild r~ng the mothe~•s screams 
o•er the grey wattrt 

nWhere !e ~ lov0ly one? 
lMre is my dta.ughter? 

:u. 

"Roumt thee, sir constable•• 
Rouse thee and l~okJ 

F'ishel'1li.Cm; bring yeur net, 
Boatman your hook. · 

Beat in the lily•bedt, 
Divo in the brookl" 

rn. 

Vainly the oonstable 
Shouted and called herJ 

Vainly the £ishe~ 
Beat the green alder, 

Vainly he flung the ne,, 
:Never 1 t hauled her I 

36 Balla.ds and Tales, Volt 25, PP• 157•166. -----
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Mother beside the fire 
Sat, her nightoa.p inJ 

Father, in earsy ohairt 
Gloomily napping, 

When fll.t the windo1fll'l'osill 
Came a light tappingJ 

v. 
And a pale oountena.noe 

Looked, through the casement .• 
Loud beat the mother•s heart, 

SiQk with ruma~ement, 
.And at the vision whioh 

Came to surprise her, 
Shrieked in an a.gony ..... 

"Lori it's El:tzarl" 

rv. 
Yes• rtwae Elisabeth·• 

Yes~ •twas their girlJ 
Pale wa.s hsr oheek• and her 

Hair out of eurl. 
"Mothe:rJn the loving one, 

Blushing, exolaimed, 
"Let not your innooent 

Lbzy be blamed. 

VII,. 

"Yeata:rday, going to aunt 
Jones's to tea• 

Mother, dear :mother• I 
· Forgot th@ door ... keyl 
Anil as the nigmr-wifr"'Qold 

And the way steep,. 
lrfh Jones kept me to 

Breakfast and eleep," 

VIII. 

Whether he l:' Pa and Ma 
fully believed her, 

Tht. t we shall nev1U' know, 
atern thoy received herJ 

as 



And i'or the work of' that 
~ Cruel, though ahort, night, 
.:~ent her to bed without 

Tea for a tortnight,. 

VERSE 

Some of: Thaoken:y • s drollery was e:ltprtuCJa through the medium 

of dia.leot, a dialect he .t'ormed in imitation of' the Irish in England. 

The many Ballads 2£. ?olio&man ! are in this Tluiokera.yan bn~ge. 

llearly all of Thaokeray1 a verse 'W'fll.$ written with the intention 

of :r:naldng some point in a humorous fashion, 

The~r I.U"e all readable, almost all good, full of huour, 
and with some tint touches of pathos, most happy in 
verl!!if'ioation, and with a few e:ltotptios• hittd.~ well 
on tho head the nail which he intended to hit• 38 

In The Sorrows of Werther he burlesqued a JJerltimental olassie mott 
~ .....- .............. ,.1:1 

successfully. 

combined in delightful humorous 11 almost pathetic versew !!:;! .~uoe 

Tree is a sparkling poem suggestinz a happ:f mood of tho author,. -
37 Ibid. 6 PP• 15S•l61t -38 Trollope1 op. cit,~ P• 166. --



Sorrows Of werther 

7larther had a love for Charlotte 
.,. Such u words eould nenr utber . 
,iould you k:now how first he rru!lt h!:r? 

sn. \Vas cutting bread aad butter. 

Charlotte n11 a ·married lady, 
A.'I'"J.d a moral man .ns W$rthtr 

An.d,tor all the wealth of Indies 
Would do nothing tor to hurt h!r, 

So he sighed and pined and ogled 
And hit passion boiled and bubbled, 

Till h~ blew his silly brains out, 
And no more was by it tNubled. 

Charlotte,. having .seen hia body 
Bo:rne before her on a abutter, 

Like a well•oonduoted PC!1rton-
Went on outt:l"'l.g bread and butter •. 39 

In tattered old slippers that toast at the bu's, 
fond a. ragged old jacket perf'um.ed with o:tgars, 
Away from the world and its toila a.nd its oarea, 
l

1 ve a. little kingdom up .four pab of l'baira • 

lie describes the room. and ita furnishings o:f' old kntokna.cke, keep• 

sakes, books, and treasurn of all kinds dear to him. Tht furniture 

90 

is old and shabby and some of it is broken, but all b m;at comfortable. 

Wonderful talk51 with friends have been held in thh plouant ohamber. 

He goes ont 

But of all the cheap treasures that garnish my nest, 
There t s one that I lov6 and I Ohlfrish the best• 
For the finest of couches that's paddd with hair 
I never YJOuld change thee, my c~me ... bott:om'd ohair. 



'1'18 e. bandy•legg id, high•shoulde~u,"' 'd worm..:.ea.ten Ill eat, 
With e. creaking old baok, and. twieted old feeta 
But dnoe the ta:t:r morning when Fanny ae.t there, 
l blesa thee and love thee• old oane-bottam•d ohair. 

It ohdrl ha-,re but tC~~tli%1i1 in holding auoh oha:nns, 
A thrill muat have peuJe'd "hbrouib your vdthertd old arme& 
l loek:•d, and I long•d, and. l w1sb•d in despairJ 
I. wia.h tel myself 'burn.'d to a. oane•bottom.'d ohur. 

It was but a mon.ent 1he 1at in this plaoe, 
.Sht*d. 111. sear£ on her neok, and a smile on her faoet 
A bile on her fa.oe1 and a rose ~n her hair, 
And. she sat t~re, e,nd. bloomfd :ln my otule•bottomtd ohair. 

' 

And ao I have valu'd my Qhair evezo .&ince• 
Like the shrine of a ea:ln~, or the throne of a prince J 
$a1nt :FIIl.llnY;; my patroness sweet I 4eolare, .· 
2:he queen of :rny heart and tllf oane•bottom•d oha1r, 

' 
'Wh4!1n the oandlea burn low, and the oompanyfB gone, 
In the 111ilenoe of night. ae I dt 'here alcline ... ..,. 
I eit htre alone, but ~ ret are a pair•• 
J47 Fanny I see in .JJ1f ~e.ne-bottom 'd chair. 

She oomes frca the past and revisits my roo.rnJ 
She look• as she then did, all be~uty ar.& blocm) 
So smiU.ng and te.dert 11110 tresh and so te.1r, 
And yonder ahe ait$ in my oane-bottom'd e>hai:r~:40 

Ohr'ietmaa ie here a 
W::lnda whistle shrill., 
Ioy rt.nd ohill• 
Little oare wea 
Little we tear 
weather without, 
Sheltered about 
'h• Mahog~ tree. 
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Onoe on the boughs 
1U.:rde of' rar$ plume 
S&nfb !n ita bloom# 
:Night•birds are wea 
Here we oarcuae, 
Singing like them; 
Perched round the stem 
or the jolly old tret. 

1!ere let us sport, 
Boya6 •• we dtJ 
Laughber and wit 
Flashing $0 .fr•uh 
L:l.:f'e is but short•• 
'When we .are gone, 
Lw )uhe.n ei:ng oi.'l1 
Round t:he tree • 

Evenings we knew; 
lfappy AI th1aj 

· J'aoee we m.:i1111 
Pleasant to see. 
!lnd. heart• and true. 
Gentle and ju1t1 
Peaoe to your dustl 
we llling round the tree 

Oare • like a dun, 
Lurks at the gate• 
Let the dog waitJ 
Happy we'll bel 
Drink, eTocy one 1 
Pile up the ooab. 
Fill tho red bowls, 
B,ound the old 'b:ree.l 

Drain we the oup., ....... 
Friend. art afraid? 
Spivite are bid 
ln. the !ted Sea. 
:lian'blt it UpJ 
Empty 1 t yet J 
Let us ~orget, 
Round the old tree. 



Sorrows, begonel. 
Life. and its ills, 
Duns and their bills, 
Bid we to flEHh 
Come w1 th the d.a:um •• 
Blue•devil sprite~ 
Lo•ve us to•night, 
Round the old trtl!h 41 

In the prose tairy tale fhe ~ ~ ~ !!!9.42 publiahad 1n 

tlR JilT 

1854 a~ a. Olu-111._ .Book• ... these were books bnught ou.t by the publbher1 

expressly for 'tlhe Ohrbtxu.s tradt• ... one m~ be fortuna.te enoush to tind 

two -.lmocrb hic!den bits ot waggishness among all the rest of the tun in 

the story. One is the blank verse in· 'Whioh the ldng epeak:a, almost a.e 

Sha.lceapeue•a kirlgs argued and reaGoned their courses ot oonduot. It 

ia not witten in the tom. ot blank Vt:t"IUla but tm rhythm of blank 

"But ohl" he went on,. (still s1pp1ng 11 I am aorry to say,) 
"ere I as king• I noeded not this intoxioating draughtJ 
Once l detested the hot brandy wint, and quatted no other 
fount but nature•• rill. It dashes not more quiekly o'er 
the rooke, tha.n l did1 as blunder-buss in hand• I brushed 
away the early morning dEI'w, and shot the pariridg•, snipe, 
or antlered deerl Ahl W$ll may Englandta drattU~.tht rfnllAl'k1 
"Uneasy lies the hee.d that mars a orownl 11 Why did X steal 
m.y nephew•e, my young Giglio•s ...... ? Steal~ $dd I1 no, no, 
no,. not steal, not 8tE!al. Lot me withdraw that odioua 
expre•tdon. I took,. and on my manly head I set, the :royd 
crown of Pa.tla.gonie.s t took, and with ~Y roya.l arm. I wield 
the soeptre.l rod of Pafla.gonb. J l took, e.nd in ray out• 
atretohed hand I hold, the :royal orb of Patla.gonial Could 
a. poor boy; a enivolling, drivtll1ng boy ... ..-wa.IIJ in hila nurse•• 
a:rma but yeeterda.y11 and cried f'or suge.r ... •pluma and pultd tor 
pap••bear up the awf'ul night of crown,. orb, uoeptrt? gird 
on tht •word ~ royal fathers wore, and meet in tight the 
t&ugh ortmean to•?"' 

A it A®M~ 'I 



The other a:muaing devioe is th~ rhyming ot th~ l.inelil at tht 

head of each page, the lines that auggeat .the ma:bter difHmued in that 

particular pa.ge. In the prelude to J2:! ~ ~!!;! R1:nl;• Tlul.okeray 

states that the tde was written to amuse his own oh:Uclr(ln ami the 

other children of Englhh :f'am:tliem4' spending the Chr:l.llltm.aa tii&IO)l at 

a certain oi ty on the continent.. The customary pant;omime could not bt 

ob·cained1 eo this story was made up for their enterttlinrnent. !t must 

ha.ve been royal run tor all. As the pas~e headinga are read rapidly, the 

story evolves in poetry. 

! 

H~ll\E BEG!rfS TilE T'MlTOMI:ME 
ROYAL !t'OLKS AT BREAKFAST 'l'DIJE 
AilJli'UL CCNS!~QU.lt:NCE OF CRIMEJ 
All, ! Jii'EAH, KING VALOROSA, 

TX!AT YOU H CONDUCT lS :: uT SO·SOJ 
H!SRE BbHOLD THl~ lv:ONAHCH SlT, 
WITH HbH MA,JLS'l.'Y OPPOSITE. 
HOW THE ],\OHAHCH UULED IUS NNXHJN:. 
GRU.FTANUF'F', AND 'hliAT HER S'l'l\TIOtl. 
BEWARB OF PHIDB l'i!THOUT A CAU:::F;, 

III 

71'liO THE L'l1 IRY .6.LACKSTICK aVAS. 
F'AIRY ROSi::S l.i'AIRY R!WiS • 
'!'URN OUT SO~'.L'l'IMl;S TROUB.LJ::SO.tJ:; THINGS, 
FI,AT'J'ERING COURTIBlt:1 !.'AKE POOH ~lii.H~~ns~ 
l'fFLO I~AS KI!W, i,)fi' 'l':tH: CRUf TAH'l'Aitl;j• 

12. 



IV 

GRUFF'ANUF'F IS SILENClli:O QUITE 
DON'T. YOU THINK SHE SEmD aiM RIGHT? 
.ALL YE FOOTMiN HUDE AND ROUGH 
WARNING TAKE BY GRUFli'ANUFF l 

1 

v 

HOW THE PRINCESS AS SHE PLAYED 
MET A LITTLE BEGGAR-MAID. ' 
HO'I~' 'l'IliS LITTLE BEGGAR-BABY 
t'AJICEO Arm SANG, AS DROLL AS MAY BBl. 
OF TJ:iE MISTRESS A~ID TilE MAID 
WHILST ONE WORKED,. THE OTRlllR' PLAYBD. 

VI 

SHOUVS HO'~l GIGLIO !WUTCES 
IDLE TASTES L!lm OTHETt l)RUCES, 
HOW HIS PRET'J.'Y COUSIN MEET:~ H:CM 
.AND HOW SAUCILY. SilL TREATS 1UU, 
MUCH I FEAR,. WHEN. HEARTS ARE ILL, 
Sk'!ALL t S THE GOOli OF DOCTOIP S .PlLL, 
FOLKS .JITH WHOM. WE'RE ALL ACQUAINTED 
ARffiP'I SO HANDSOME AS THh"Y•RE PAINTED. 
0 YOU PAINTER~ ROW YOU FLATTl:ltl 
SURE lll~ MUST BL LAUGUWG AT RERI 

Ninety-two more pages follow before th@ cloei!lf'; hea.d .. lineHs• 

SO OUR LI'rTU: SXOHY :8ND3. 
M~1RY CHRISTMAS• GOOD YY FRIENDS, 

The examplea which ha:ve been given are representative and broad 

enough in chf>\.raote:r to show that the later oritiobm of Th&okera.y 1.1 

set forth in Oha.:Pt;er I furnishes a truer picture of' the man and hie 

humor than the earlier oritioism aa summarized by Taint• fhey aleo 

follow in subject ~tte:r and in treatment the statements made by 

Thackeray concerning humor am reportfid in Chapter II. 
. ' 



The p~1sagos verify Thaokeray as a mast~r of humor, aa "an 

artist who pla.yfully gi vea us his in·buition of the world an.d hWW~.n 

life, tt'-5 
imbued a.t the same time with a.n ardent desh:" to do hh beat 

to make men and women want to build into their Uvu truth. t)'Dlp&thy, 

kindness and moral responsibilit:/• Whtn he portrli\ys vioe and wicked• 

ness hEt makes thtllttl. qualities to be shunMd, and not delira.ble qualitictJ 

to be oult iva. ted, His sat ire is PAll direete~d with tho smne pu:rpolth 

In none of the exa.mpl~us given is therE~ e.n;y hint of mi.eumthropy em 

Thaokeray•l!.l ~rt,. There may be sorrow but there h no evi<!len" ot 

hatred or mea.nnesa in his nature; instead, many ot the exlll.mplu lllhow 

his great geniality and light heartednesrs. All show olear thinlc:S.nl 

Md great taoi.lity of expression .• 



SID$URY AND CONCLUSION 

SUl'I11'M.ry 

the probl~ diaeus1ed in thia study has been the nature ot 

Thaokeray''s humor. The lllolution o:t the problm took ite way, .firat, 

through many aritioal disoussions of Thaokeray•s workJ ueoond, through 

Thackeray's awn incidental disouasions oonoerning hum.or, ud third• 

through numerou111 illustrative extre.ctll! taken £rem~. v~U"'ioua souron in 

Thackeray'• writings, It h neeeuary before olodng to ~~in \ho 

me.teria.l ot the thl.'" ee chapters • 

were prasented., An ana.lyds o:t' thU$ expreuion1 rev•altd that a shar'p 

di:f.'!'erenee ot opiaion existed. Some or~ies thought of Th&okeray ae 

a bitter satirist, while others oonsidered him a moat genial humorin. 

Taine, with Begehot, was representative of the sohool of unt•vorable 

or1tio.t.sm., Tdne •s main ohargEH3 against Tlul.okeray were that he was 

misanthropic 1.\ncl oynioal, a hater of lllJU'l.kind, and that he }*id teo 

muoh attention to m.ir;J.0r :f.'aults in sooiety and ovoreraphuhed th&llile• 

However, !aint thought of Thackeray a.s a satirist and not 1.1 a ht.:mtQ:riat. 

On the otMr hand, s. la:rger group of' oritioi!J made up the oppoad:be aohool. 

They nro favorable in their a.ne.lyeis of Thackeray'• hUlllOr• 1'hq dmed 

the ohargoe ot m1•umthropy and oynioi1n:t. Robertscm '}J:S.ooll felt thtA.t 

-
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while Thaakeray•s satire might be seve:re,. yet th., nature of the llUU1 weuJ 

mild and aympathetio. tilly answered Taino 's argument r s at length and 

of:f'~nd a sound bMb £or differing 'With him. Foakei .. Jt~-oktson spoke 

approvingly of the wbdo:m, gan:Lu$, end kindliness of Tha.okera.y.. Wa.lter 

Hinchman declared. th!l. t Thaakei"ay laughed at mankind bu·t did so with 

kindnesrh A• G" Newoomer :reoog:nized the early disa.pprove.l of Thackeray, 

re.futed the argum.enta again and praised Thaokeray1 s oontributiona 'bo 

society. Hugh Walker, Henry Beers,. w. c. Brownell, Itattie ':t'yng Gr:hrwold, 

Le-wi~S Melville. WilliliU'll. Peterf'.ield Tren_t are other oritiaa who wrote 

in praise and app:rEmb.tion of The.okeray' s humor. 

Chapter I! was devoted to Thackeray's own pronouncements on 

humor and humQriats 1 in an effort to ascertain What Thaokeray believed 

humor to be. .All his vrorks were read and any sentence that related 'bo 

humor wu oarefully studied• The miscellaneous <D:&:traots ohosen were 

sorted into tour groups"' l4aturally there is some overlapping 0£' ideas, 

tor Th~okeraywrate.of humor not analytically but incidentally, usually 

with some .other subject foremost in his mind,.. 'When the material :ne 

brought together $.t1d studied certailt i'e.cts atood out olearly. First 

that the essential qualities of humor are love and wit, pathos, sy.mpathy, 

truth, sincerity and kindn.essJ that therE! is a. olose oonneotion bertween 

humor and meb.noholy; that satire must be kindly and never be nvage or 

brutal-. Seoond,. the subjects or humor ru-e to be i'ound in. life and in 

sooietyJ and follies, vem.it1es, and evils e.re to be laughed away. 

Third, the humoriet has a strong moral obligation reating upon him to 



try to :make sl.\loiety better. Fourth th ~ 
. • era ... ll proplll.r rla\oe~ far hu:mor 

in man' 1 li.f'e 1.11,d ·t.he humor tb:t t will lut into .future agu will be 

of' the kind tlul.t is full of' humanity, tendernese. and lovt. 

In Chapter II! Tha.oke:ray' s Mtue.l pra<:t;ioe of humor wu oonddered. 

Examples we:re d ven and in part were ane.ly~ed. The exrunples ware tra 

the nov~llilt the burbi!Hil.Ues, the parodies, and humo:roul'! Te:ru. 1'1\e 

extract eonoe:rni:l;l.g Bf/IQky and Sir l'itt Crawley wu an nUJplo ot haor 

oa.u$~:Hll by an unexpected element in the ephode, and satire was directed 

against Beokyte i!elfish ambition and nlao against an aristocrat who 'WCUf 

deU.nq:uent in the expected oul ture p:t :rtdning to his rank:. Tht e.t.tin 

of the story of' Miss Crawley and her money was directed lll.p.i.nlt oontou• 

and fawning h1.ll'.I1M nature, against people who anumed an unaelthh 

appearance W'hile being driven by mo:roene.ry motins as Kr•h But• Crawley 

and the apothecary revealed"' A. wealth of humor was to be found ili1 the 

long story of the :rioh f)!.unt and t~ :raoe tor her favor, fhe epbode 

of' Amelia and George was ohoeen to show the praotioe of irony and pe:tho1 

and h'Uino:r used in e. ki.ndly and sympathetio :nl.fllUllill'• The epilode oho,ton 

from. the Newcome a illustrated Thackeray's praotioe ot hitt~ at the 

vanity and felly of eoQiety. B:e treated Ethel Income, 'llho ftl tho 

viotUn. of her tamily•s love of rank and money, with the gnatut 

sympathy and understanding, He jested at the Englilbmin'lll dew~ind tftl' 

a marriage of material advantage. .Axl ext:rl,ilot :t':rom Ptndlllnilil ftl ohoa.m 

to show Thackeray • 1 use of.' almost boisterous oomedy in ohan.ota11r dtnlop• 

ment. He jested at personal pride, sd:t'•lon, tear ot ridioulih He 
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laughed heartily a.t hia own or .. a.tion, Mirobolant" 

The exf!Ullpl4ul :t'rom the burlesques• Major Gahe.~an• !'!! Le§end ~ 

~ Rhine, Phil Fog;arti::• . Jeammes .2£. Buckley Sguar":• Rebeooa ~ Rowena; 

showed many instances of' Thaok:e:re.yt s humor as he :ridiouled the pre .. 

tentious nntim.entality :tn the literature of the time, the extra• 

vagant chivalry :f'ound in the stories, the daring deeds of heroio 

:f'igurfi!ISi! llis humor was abundant in all the burlesqueS) e.naohroniams, 

spelling., nl.l!l9s, the very phrasing revealed his laughter as he wrote. 

The parodies were further examples of Thackeray's versatility 

in humorous exp:reseion and his drollery and fun constantly appeared in 

hie verse. The selections The Sorrows of Werther, ~e Oane•Bottomed 
......_ ..,.,... ............... ~----

Ohair, and~ ~O§AnY Tree wer~ ohosen to Uluastra.te his humor and 

pathos and the happy spirl t apparent in his writing. His love ot 

children and his ability to entertain them oleverly and humorously is 

aptly shown in the prose fairy tale the Rose and the Ring. 
~~ ......................................... 

'!'he examples gat he red -.nd presEmt$d show the variety of Thackeray' 111 

humor and are repreaenta.tive o:t' the rioh wise humor with whhh his work 

abound•h fbiiiJ $t\ldy oan not olaim to be exh.a.ustive for the field wa.1 

too large and abundant; but it does claim to be indicative or the nature 

of Thackeray as a humorist. 
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OONOLUSlON' 

~his study of Thackeray waa carried on through :many months 

during which the writ$r aonoent:rated on Thackeray'• ideas on humor 

end his incidental writings on the subjeots and during which certain 

passages from his worka were ree.d many tinu11s. Never in all thail 

period was any feeling. aroused that Thackeray wa.a aa Taine deaoribtd 

him. The writer preferred to judge Thackeray by his own worde and 

felt that he strove always to be what he believed a humorist should 

be, and so .t'ound nothing but kindness and love in his humol". It it 

true that he hated sham and humbug and wickednua and vioe bu'b not 

true that he hated mankind. The large variety of examples of h~or 

presented frOin Thackeray• • writings in themsel vcu oonati tute a 

refutation of Taine •s estimate of' the h'WD.o:rist. Thackeray hiluelt 

commented upon the d1f'ferenoes between a Frenohman•a humor and that 

of an Englbhnum and perhaps it is u Elbert Hubbard wrotet 

A Frenohman cannot comprehend a joke that is not 
accompanied by grimace and gesticulation• and so M. Taint 
chAses Thaokeray through sixty solid pages,. berating hiln 
for what he is pleased to term "bottled hate•"•••The tun 
is too deep for ·Jlonsieur.l .. 

The materials of Chapter II, QOnsisting of' :t'haokera.yt • own 

theories of humor, ~d ot Chapter III, oonsisting of a vari.ty of 

examples of Thackeray's humor, were gathered on the bash ot their 

own merit in relation to tho subjeot of humor and without regard ~o 

1 Elbert Hubbard, Little Journe;ys to the Rom.elll of Goo~ !!!! 
and Great (New York• a. 1'. P'iitnUl' $ Sons ;J.m • .,..-p;-2lnf. -



any U:bera:ry critic's pronouncements. The nidenoe in the light at 

suoh sdeotion shows nothing to justify the bi tternen and mis­

anthropy in the harsh oh&rge of Taine. 
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No survey wa.a ma~e as whether there :1.$ too much of' preaching, 

ot philc:uaophbing in the author's own person thrust into the narrative, 

but the writer • 1 impresdon was that m.uoh humor as imbedded in these 

aide remarks of 'l'haokeray' s, and that these were an integral part of' 

Thackeray's personality, pleat1n~ and revealing. 

The reader may judge f'or himself from the original materiAl 

offered, The writer believes thie study hu indicated that '.t'hAok&:ra.y, 

in following h~s oWn. dnoere oeliefe, won for himself' a place as ono 

of' the greateet of' Engliah humorists. 
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