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INTRODUCTION 

The Nature of' the Study 

The object or thie study is to trace the eoo1al and industrb.l de-

velopmen t 1n Franklin County~ lta:naut.s. 

especifllly the trends and development in 

of this study to show 

matters. It has been 

found that the recorda or education tor Franklin County are inootnplete and 

inaccurate. Thia study will attempt to show the development end trenda 

in eduea:tional matters beginning with the firi!!Jt nduionariea in Franklin 

County and ending with June, 1937. 

Previous Studies 

D. W. W1lderl published the Annals of KMI!Jill 1541·1886. In his work -
are tound stathtical tables showing the number of children ot school age, 

the enrollment, and the cost of education in the terr>itory. Re also dis ... 

oueses laws pertaining to the sohoob and the method ot sel eotion of' the 

territorial superintendents. Some of his work is used in this study. 

Geo. 'W. Davey2 published a Historioe.l Atlas 2.£ Frankli~ Oountz in 

1885. In hie works he gives aooount~ of the establishment of ~e early 

1 D. w. Wilder, "A Blatorioa.l Sketch of the Terri to:rial Sohool Syatem," 
in .Annals of' Kansas 1541-1886, Dwight Thaohe:r, Ka.nsrus Printing Houae, Topeka, 
Kansas, p/"1'9! ...... 

2 Geo. w. Davey, Hiato:rioe.l Atlu otfra.nkl:in County, n .. p"' 18813, 

PP• 5•6 • 
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minion IIUld public ao.hools of Frt~.nklin County before and after organi,a­

tion. Be gives a brief historical sketch ot tne oounty~th its early 

public a.nd. early miaeion schools~ 'l!he 1tudy will be referred to frequently 

in the following pages. 

Oeo. B. Marahall3 publi.shed in 1'he Ottawa :S:erald., June 18, 1936, a ----
short hiatorioal $ketch o:t the Otte:wf.l p:ublio school syatem. His resume 

cover$ the Ottawa ach~ole from the; org9:rlb&t1on or the dietrfot on· Novem­

ber 12, 1864, by Jaeo'b Sl.Uil8tine, county ll!uper1ntendent 11 to June 1, 1936 •. 

'!'his work will be used in this etudy. 

There it no. evidence that an educational hiStory ot Franklin County-

has been publiahed. Several books 11.nd. publications have been written on 

the history of the county, 'Whioh deal :tn part with the orgtmization and 

development of' the schools. IJ.'hese will be referred to as needed. 

The Scope of the Study 

This study oovera briefly the period from 1826 to 1661 and trom 1861 

to 1937. in greater detail. The section of Kansas which now inoludea Frank-, 

lin Oounty waa . surveyed before and a:f'ter be~o~g a tfrri tory and as an 

orga.nited c-ounty. The ohurehes, pri'\l'&te schools, and denominational schools 

are dtalt with only briefly, while the public schools are diaoueeed more in 

detail. 1'his 1tudy attempts to show the date elil.oh school was organized, and 

to show the :f'ollowlng trendlt enrollment, oen.aus, number ot districts,, num ... 

ber of buildings, amount spent tor inatruotic:m, .-amount spent for all purposes, 

and value of school propert7. 

3 Qeo, a. Marahall 1 "A. :S:btory of Ottawa Public Sohool11," in The 
Ottawa. Herald, June lB, 1936, p. 2o. .__.... 



This study will not attempt to show trends in the number of teaoh­

ere employed or the qualifioa.timt of teaohtnt'IJ nei'ther 'Will it ahow the 

curricula. ot the various eohools •. 

Method of' Procedure 

The plan hae been to study all a.ooounta M documents, maps, and records 

which add to t'he value of the study. Visits were made to the Kansas His--
torioal, Sooie"EI~ '.topeka, Kansas, to the county superintendent's office e.t 

Ottawa, and to several old settlers of' the oounty to oollect data. These 

data were then checked against available recorda end reportlll' and the whole 

orge.ni zed i:n to a. ohronologieal reoord. 

Types of Data Collected 

The following sources were utilized in making this study, 

1. Reports of county superintendents. 

2. Pertona.l interviews with early settlers. 

3. Biennial reports of the state superintendent. 

' 5 .• Pub!ioattons oi' the Kansas Historical Society. 

6. Priv.te manuscripts. 

7,. llecorde o t Ottawa University. 

a. Pamphlets of Franklin County, Xanl!las. 

Presentation of Data 

~·plan oi' etud1was to present a chronological history of education 

in franklin County. Kansas. The data uaed were oollected tram the above 



nam•d sou:roes, beginning wi til the first lllissione.ry vh it in 1826 when 

the Reverend Felix Van Quioktnbourn.e, e. Jeeui t miu.ionary, vid ted wht.t 

is 1!0W" Franklin Oounty, and down. to th~ pres•nt time. Tables w•r• uti­

lhed to ehow growth and development during this period. 



CHAPTlm II 

INDIAN MISSIONS lN FRANKLIN COUNTY 

Franklin County h located in the traot of land 'Which w1u1 ceded to 

th' o:sa.ge Nation by the treaty o£ 1808 and reoeded to the United Statee 

Govermntnt1 by the !treaty· o.f 1825 • 

'l'he miidonaries oame early to live cunong the Indiana of the deao-

late plain$ and wildernesses, and often they suffered and died that the 

red man might know the better things of' life and the teachings of Jeuue 

Christ. 

According to w. w. Graves, 2 one of' the first miuionariea to visit 

the :Indiana o£ tht Wut was Father Felix Van Quiokenbourne, a Catholic 

priett, who in 1826 preaehed to the Indiana of this looality. 

The firat lftission in what is now Franklin County was established in 

1857 among the Ottawa Indians by Jotham :Meeker 1 a Baptist lld.adonary. The 

Ottawa W.uion waa located about one and onEI•half miles east of the present 

oity of Ottawa, Kansas, on the north bemk of the Marais De• Cygnea Rive:r.3 

'!'he seoond Indian mission in Franklin County was established in 1860 

among the Sao and Fox Indians by J.fr. and :Irs. R. P. Duval, 'Who were 'Method .. 

iat miuionariet. The Greenwood Jauion wu located in the center or the 

1 p. w. Wilder; Annals of KIIUlsaa 1541-1585, T. w. Thacher. Topeka., 
Kanaae., 1886, PP• 21 .. 257"'' ·..,...-

2 w. w. Graves • "Father Van Quickenbourne ;" in Ellr;l. Jeaui te !,! 
Osae;e Mieaiona, w. w. Graves, 1916, P• 168. 

3 Ohf.s. Rw Grefmt "Kotu Keokuk," in w1z oaz;~ . .!!, lt.WIIil.8• Publhhed 
by Chae. R• Green, Ola~1e 1 Xanse.a, 1912; P• • 
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southwest quartet or 1eotion 16,. township 17, rang& 18, Ft-eu:tklin Oounty, 

Xaneas, approximately one mile south of the Uerais Des Oygnea River.' 

About one-fifth ot the Sao and Fo:x Reurvation na in Franklin County. 

~he :Monvia.n Miuion wa.s established in 1862 among the Ohipptwe. 

and lunaee or Christian Indians by Rev. Joseph Romig, who ns a lloravilll 

, missionary. The Minion wae located on the eouilhweat halt ot seot~on 12, 

range 18, township 17.,. Franklin County. Kansas, about aix miles southwest 

ot Ottawa, hnae.s.6 

Ottawa Baptist Mission 

On September 26, 1833, the Ottawa Indians oeded their land on the 

west shore of take Michigan tor a. reaerve of 72;000 GI.Oru in !&nllltUJo 
6 

Ottawa, Kansas, ie l.ooated in the center ot the tre.ot whioh oompriaed the 

Ottawa Relllervation. .A :mAp on page 17 shows the location of the reurvea 

in Franklin County. !he Otta~a moved to Ianaaa in 1837 and settled on 

the north aide of the Ma.:ra.is Dea Oygnes River from "'dlat is now Fo:rut Park 

to a point about one amd one-half mile& east, called the Seventh Street 

Bridge .. 7 The miuionery who oeune to guide them in ways of oivili•a.tion was 

Jotha.m Meeker 
1 

a. Baptia t mislilionary. 8 Jotham Meeker was born in :BiUnil ton 

Oounty
1 

Ohio, November 8
1 

1804. He learned printing aa a ~oy and later be• 

"· A~ 1'. Andreae, "Franklin County" in Hil!ltorz 2£ Kanaae. R. :a. Pon ... 
nely and Sons, Ohicago. · Vol. l, P• 603.. (laBS) 

6 Rev, Joseph Romig, "Ohippfif. and Munsee or Ohriatian Indians in 
Franklin County," in ltanlll~.!. State W.atorioel Sooi•~· Xaneas State Printers, 
Topeka.. Vol. xi, P• 3M. 

e .A.ndreas, !!,£.• iti.•, P• 602 • 

7 Dou~rlaa o. :MoMurtilie, Jotham Meeker Pionetr Prin tor ot lans4t.lll, 
Eynoourt P:re:s, Chicago, 1830, .;. 18. - -· ¥ 

8 .Andreas 1 !?R.. ill._ P • 601. 



., 
came a minionaey to the Ottaw~,J. Indie.nlll at Carey Station, Miohigl.l:l., 9 After 

the missions in Miohiga:n had olosed 1 he ce.me to work among the Ottll.wa In ... 

d.ie.ns in Kani!UUJ. 

ln the seventeiltn years that Rev. Meeker l~bo:tod ll.mong the Indians, 

his main objeotivewas to teaoh them to read that they might learn to knew 

the teachings o£ Jesus Ohriat. Rev, Meeker brought the first printing 

pres$ to Kansas and printed books in the Indian language.10 

Aooording to Meeker• s Journal and his oowrrunioationa to the Baptist 

Board of Foreign Missions ,11 the sohool attendance was very irregular a.:t'ter 

the first ftiiW months. Most of his time wae spent in preaching, ollri:ng .for 

the tiok, and teaching at intervals 'When the Indians were willing to be 

taug)lt.12 

The following letter, addressed to Rev. Luoiua Bolles, corresponding 

secretary of the Baptist Board or Foreign Missions_ by Rev. Meeker. tells 

of the conditions or the miuionl3 on November 20, 1637• 

Rev. Lucius Bolles, 
Cor. Seo. B.B.F.~. 

Dea.r brotherJ 

Ottawa Mislion 
Nov .. 20, 1837. 

••••• I have done but Uttle in the l'Jliuionary 
work as yet. We have had considerable sicknen in our 

9 Mo:Murtrie, &• .!?J:!•, P• 16. 

10 Meeker • s Papers, in _!mueoriet Dept- , KansiiUJ His toriod Society • 
Topeka, lCIJ18fUI. 

11 lbid 11 -
l2 Ibid. -· 13 !bid. -. 



familY, which together with the t.mount of manue.l 
labor I ht.ve found it neoessary to engage in, hu 
oooupied much of my time. 'fuEl lndiNla are 11\ll:Jtioua 
to have an English and Indian illohool oonmenoe. 1 
have promised to commence in the spring. • •••••• 

Jotham. Meeker 

. In e. letter from the Vi1us:ton Board de.ted January 12, 1838, per ... 

:misdon ne grmted tor the expenditure of' eight hundred dollars on 

buildings e.t the lission,l4 

8 

In a letter to the Miadon Board on November 20, 1688, Rev. Meeker 

reports aa foll~s: 

Rev. Luoius Bolles, 
Cor. Seo, Bap. Bd. For. Mia. 

Dear brotherJ 

Ottawa 'Mission 
Novemb4n:• 20 • 1638. 

•••••••• • • • • • I have spent two or three daye 
of each week among the Indian• to acquire a bttter 
knowledge of their l11Ulgue1ge, end also to exert some 
influence in favor of Christianity. •••••• Sinoe OoM 
tober 22 have had Indians attend aervioea. ••••••• 
I apeu to them 'through an interpreter. .. • • • • • • X have 
employed a youns Ottawa num to assist in teaoh1ng at 
three dollars per week. I hope to be able to give my 
time mostly to miesionary work ••••••• The buildings 
will oost about tour hundred dollars. We shall get e, ... 

long as economically u poeaible ... 
Jotha:m Meeker 

In e. report to the Baptist Foreign Mieeion B~rd16 on February 13, 

1639, lleeker rtportt that he had eta:rted on July 9 of that year an English 

end Indian school. According to this report the Ind:hns :fed and olothed 

tho children at home, The report shows the. t 16 children attended the eohool 

14 Meeker, loo. oit. ---
16 Meeker, loo. cit. --
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with an average ddly atten.de.noe o:f' 8 or 9, It alao states that "many 

rtfuaed to a end their ohildren, ti beca-use they were not :ted by the Minion. 

On April 10, 1839, a latter fran the Kiss:1 on. Boe.J:'dl6 stated that 

they would not :m.aintain a board~g aohool for the following reaeonst (l) 

the Board was not able to support it, and (2) it would make the Indians 

too dependent. 

Rev. Meekerl7 wrote the following letter to ~· Mission Board a• to 

the condition of the Mission in May, l839l 

lev. Lucius Bolles. 
o. S. B. B. F. u. 
Dear brother a · 

Ottawa lli u:i on 
May 15, 19~9~ 

............. My aohool is regularly attended. 
I have in all 2~ a:oholars. Someti•t only 6 or 7 at­
tend. Four read in the teatuent, two in easy reading, 
6 in spelling, and the 'balMce in alphabet. Our 
Sabbath meetings are well attended~ •••••• The Oatholioe 
oppoee ua as much as possible, A Catholic priest visits 
the :tndiana regularly. 

Jotheua :Meeker 

Aooording to Meeker'• Jou:rnallS o;f ¥arch 11, 1840.1 the lndie.na 

ge,ihered often at 'Meeker 1s house to learn to read and aing in Indien. Rev. 

Meeker uud a phonetic system. to teaoh the Indians to read their own lan­

guage. He printed m~~ny books in the Ottawa language on his printing pren 1 

which was the f'irat to be brought to xe.nsu .1
9 

16 U.Ctker,. ~· ill• 
17 Meeker, loe, oit. --
18 Jothani Meeker, Dai~ Journt.l, in Manuscript D•p"l"t:rn•nt, :bniiiP.III 

Fihtorinl society, Topeka, neuu1. · 

l9w1lder,~· oit., p. 517. 



The lndhne seemed to rea,ot unfavorably toward the school in the 

fall o:f' 1839. In :Meeker's Journal the following entries were found.t 20 ... """""**'·---
Nov&mber.l5, 1839-~No aohool due to no attend~oe. 

January 3, 184o ...... counoil to induce the lndiana to 
have English school. · 
Ohanoe of English school is Vrn"/ 
dark. 

March 13; 1640--We have made various attempts to re-
oomrnenoe aohool, but ohiefa object. ' 
No school ainoe JUne of 1839. 

10 

According to -the Journal no regular school was maintained after 

June of 1859 exoept for those who went to the home of Rev. Meeker during 

tho evenings •. 

ln 1644 the flood made it neoeaeary tor the mission to be moved 

five !Idles northeast of. Ottawa, wh.ere it.,.. lllflintained until t~e lndiane 

were moved to Indian ~erritory21 in 1667. 

:ttev. l«eeker had very little suooeu :1~ his teaching but a gr.eat deal 

in preaching ~:loh he aonttnued until hh 4ea:th on January ll 1 1864. He 

was succeeded in his work 'by J. ~. Jones- • he.lt ... brt~~ed Chippewa lndian, who 

h1111.d be«m living with the Potta.atomies. 22 'the efforts of Joth-.m Meeker and 

his aucceesor wet"e :not in Vain.J it ill evident that the Ottawa Indiana had 

begun to realise and appreciate the value of religion and education as they 

deeded 21000 acres ot their land to Ott~ University in 1662 for certain 

educational privileges. Ottcwa Univertity it discussed in a later o~pter. 23 

20 Meektr 11 loo • cit • --
21wildel" • !£• .!!!• • p, 553. 

2Jveeker • loo • oi t. --· 
21\vuaer, !R.• ~·. P• 4:49. 
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Greenwood Mission 

The Sao and Fox tribe, led by Chief Ieokuk, moved from Iowa to the 

Sac and Fox Reaervation in 1846. :rhe Greenwood Agency wu located ne-..r 

the center. or the Northwest quarter ot section 16, townahip 17, range 16, 

Franklin County, Xansaa, about one mile south of the Marais De• Cygnea 

River. The tribe, which numbered about 2,000, located near the agency . \ ' ' ', 

until 1862, when it na m?"Ved to the new ag$1cy at Quenemo end one ... fifth 

of the reeerntion, whioh we.s located in Franklin County. was sold to the 

goverXl.lllAm. t. 24 

The miaaionariea were able to aooomplish very little QIOng the Sao 

and Pox Indiana, who were deoidedly opposed to uy oivilbing intluenoes. 

It was not until 1659, about eleven years after the death of Chief Keokuk, 

that the Indiena consented to a rniasion among them. The Grel!llr.lwood Minion 

was located a short distance southwest of the Agenoy.
25 Rev. and Mrs. R. p, 

Duval conducted the Minion until 1862, when they were moved to the new 

agency at Quenemo. According to Hr•, Ida :Ferris, 26 the reports showed the 

following oondition a.t the Greenwood Mission in l66la 

There were twenty ohuroh members, two Sunday 
eohoola with ten o ff'iotra and teacher a and sixty .. five 
pupil I inoluding whites .. 

Records do not show that Charles; the grandson of Chief Keokuk, ever 

attended the miesion.27 

~4 Jlrell:l, 2f,• 2l:!•, P• 35. 

25 Krs, Ida l!'erril, "The Sao twd Foxel in Franklin a.nd OtaiS• Counties, 
Kan•as,~ in Xansas Biatorioal ~ooie]l, State Pr1ntin$ Otf1oe, topeka. Vol. 
xi,. P• 557. 

26 Ibid •, P• 358 • -
27 Ferrie, S!.• 9.!!•; p • 375 • 
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Aooording to Mrs~ Ferris• the Duvals ~intained a good $Chool and 

ohuroh for the lndians at the Quen$mO Agenoy but were toroed to leave in 

1866 as the gpver.nment failed to supply fundi for the support of the eohool. 

The only 1\tnds they h~ wet-e four hundred dollare supplied by tite Indiana 
. ' . ' ' . . 

and a small amount from the eo-oalled.Oivilization Fund.28 

Koravian Mission 

By the Treaty ot 1836 the Swan•Creek b.nd and the :Slaok•!U.ver band 

ot the Chippna Indi~ane ceded to the United States GoveX"Xt~Jlent 8,320 acres 

of land in lliohigan tor a reservation in ltM$as, no and one ... hal £ by aix 

milea in area, located about eight miles southwest of the present sii;e of . . 
ottaR, lansas. 29 They were led to their new home :1n 1839 by their ohief, 

Eeh•ton•o•quot or Franoie JCOoonee, whose son R. K. MoOoonse* at the a.ge 

ot about eighty years is the oldest living Ohippna. 

The Munaee or Ohriatian Xndiana,30 Who had been living with the 

Deb.wa.re Indil.na near Leavenworth, moved to the Chippewa reservation in 
. ' 

1860 w1 th. the consent ot the Chi:p:ptWras. 

No regular school or church had been held among the Chippewu, ex­

cept oooadone.l visits by misdonaries fran the Otta'Wtl Mission,..31 until the 

28 Xbid., P• 3?'8. -
29 Andreat 1 loo. cit.; P• 602. --
30 -Aridreas, loc. oi t.,, P• 602. ---
31 Me)eker,, !E.• ill• 
• 1'he w.riter inttl"Viewed :Mr. :a, K. MoOoonse on June 24, 1937, a.nd 

tound him living e.l~ en t. part () r the land deeded to him by the government 
in 1900. Vr. MoOoonae :ll abaut eighty year• of age, Md i a the eon ot Eah­
ton-o•quot11 the old Ohippftt. chief',. 'Who is buried in the Ohippew .. Burying 
Grounds loeattd not tar fran the home ot R. K. MoOoonse. Mr, MoOoonee is 
the oldest living descendent of the tribe that oa.me to lta.nsu.s in 1837. He 
h very alert and wa.1 able to verify many of the ete.temen te of thie work. 



MUnaees arrivedM 

Agent Perry Fu.ller$2 reports the following in 1860, 

The Vun1ee or Ohriltian have been eo aadly 
negleoted that it 1• now difficult to persuade them 
in habi ta. • • , ••. I w.ould earnestly and respectfully 
request that some ill'l'ltEidiate action be taken in as­
sist~ng them :l.n the ~reot.ion of. a church s:nd school 
buildings, s.lao toward maintaining teachers among 
them capable of taking charge of their instruction. 

11 

Aeoording to Rev. :Romig, on August 19, 186~ 1 the eohool long needed 

by the tribeJ was. opened: on what is now the s.outh halt of section 12, 

range 16 1. townahip 18 1 b'an.klin Oounty, ltansu. 33 Forty acres were .set 

aside for school and .church purposes. Besides ~he oo~n branohee for the 

elem$II.tUy grades, sewing and singing were taught. Sabbath school and 

preaching were regularly kept up md the "Indiana were advanced in f.rming. " 34 

Agent o. o. l:tutohinaon35 reported the toll¢!f1ng ooncerning the llb­

sion in 1667• 

32 

A small building hP.I been erected tor echool end 
churoh pu:rpoaee having e. seating oape.oity of 100, 
'ld.th graduated d~uka w ha.re finiahed blackboards • 
• • ... • A con•enient dwelling was provided far the use 
Qf the teacher 11 with a wtll of wa.ter ....... !here is 
no school in the stAte better suited for the purpose 
:t'c:lr wh 1 ch it Wl!UJ in tended. 

There has been kept during the paat year seven 
months of soh®l, wHh avere.ge daily Attendance of' 
twelve. Whole number capable o.f e.ttending 11. about 
25. The studies have been the common 'English branches. 
The p:rogrua haa been good. the lUuion,. or preaching 
and Sabbath school has been raarka.bly prosperous• 
quite a number of' pe raous who were turbulent and im­
moral are pe-.oeable md humble worshipers in the house 

Romig, !>..e,• ~.-, P• 320. 

33 Ibid, 11 P• 321. -
14 Romig, .2£.·~·. P• ·no. 
3~ Romig, .2£.• ill•, P• 321. 



of God. Our oongreg;ation. now numbers a me.jori ty 
of the tribeJ in induJAtry1 too, then p$0ple have 
made laudable progreea end have in prospect ex• 
oellent oropa. 

Rev. and :Mrs. Romig were the first mbsionuiea to l:l.ve among them.36 

!he Romiga stayed until lS11,. WhEm they were auooeeded by Rev. Levi Riok­

ae.oker • who .. remained until 1879. The next :rniui onary was 0. R. Kinsey • who 

served aix years and was reple.oed by Charles Ste!nfort,. who eerved until 

the R.omigt l'eturned in lSOO to take c;,M.rge until th'e Minion oloaed in 1905. 

School was :maintained by the Moravian Board until about 1686, while 
. . 

,· '.' ) .· ; ' . ' 

ohuroh aervioea were continued. until 1920 1 when the property was •old to 

Mr. G&orge Yo~g without the right being :reserved to hold m.eetingl.37 

Acoording to Mra. Josephine PlakE~,* who as 'Jo$ephine Elliott attended 
. ' 

the fi rat •even terms of aohool at the Moravian l!iuion, the following at-

tended while ahe Was enrolleda38 

ChipJ?ewa 

tuoy MoCoona• 
Joe lloCoonae 
R. K• (Oa.ppy) MoOoon•·• 
JuU,a :NoOoonae 

Hun••• 
Loui•• Wilaon 
Jo1ephine Elliott 

36 Andreas,. ~· ill•• P• 602. 

White 1 
~ 

Jliaa.beth Randel 
Elba Randel 
lll'ary Fi tsgerdd. 
.tommy Fi tegerald. 

37 Intervitw with Mrs. Josephine Plake on June 25,. 1937. 

IS Loo.. cit. --
• Ute. Plake b the daughttr o t Sebilla Elliott,. who migrated trom 

0-.:na.da at the age of 21 yeare and cUed a f'IIW year• ago at the a.se of tl. 
Mrs. Plake came .to the Ohipptwa Reserve at the age of teven ~ara and at­
tended the fir lilt tohool at the Moravian llilei® with Rev. Romig a• teacher • 
She told of wading tht river $ltd walking on th·e ioe to get to sohool, and 
sometimes she atayed. ~th the Ro~lg$; Mrs. Plake quit school at the age 
of' 14 to get marrild and hal lived. in the neighborhood l!linoe that time. 
At .the age of 67 yetu•e she wj~.Y' good health and livea at 814 South Cedar 
Stl"eet • Ottawa, ltan~JE~.e • :Mr~:~. · Ple.ke is the oldeat living :Munne Indian and 
ls .very willing:. to gi vt IUld o apablf of gi Tins; vd uable in:torma.tion ocmoern ... 
ing; the h:l.l!ltory o:r the Chippewa Reurve. 
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In 1900 the Indians rec•ived, rro:m the government, patenta to their 

land and the r~inder of their trust fund whioh amcunted to $4S ,000, or 

$494 rer OG..Eite.. After the se'btlement :me.ny or the Indie.ne went to the In­

dian Te~rri tory in Okl.ilioma.. 39 

In the Ohippevna. Bills, llbioh are included in the old reservation, 

thtre e.re three old landmarks, nam.elyt the Munsee Burying Grounds, the 

Chipp$W$. :Burying Grounda where E!Sh•ton•o•quot,• the Ohippewa chief'_,· ia 

buried, and 'bhe llora.vian 'Mission. 1'he Munsea Burying Ground i a being 

taktn care ot by the lloravia.n Miseionall"y Sooiety1 but the Chippewa Burying 

Grounds end the Vora.vian Mission are being neglected and will soon pass in­

to the hetndlll of 1tranger1 and be forgotten.. It seems that since th.e~:~e his· 

torio apots ere looa:ted on such beautiful sites • they should be taken over 

'by the county or state before 1 t is too late .. 

39 
Romig~ .!£• .2.!j:."' P• 322. 

• Ohiet Eeh ... ton-o•quot wae pllX't French e.nd could epee.k the lan• 
gua.ge t'lue.tly. In 1630 he and twenty.one Indians rl1ited .Englmd. to pay 
their reapects to their "Gree.t Father," King George IV, whose death oa­
ourred in 1030. ~hey visited the French capital and received a great deal 
ot notoriety. 



' ' 

f--

/rank-lin Covnf'l 
..5cah /''= .tf.J,i. 

---
I 

O#.gw.,g H":,~/on 

I • 
~i~ 3 

I 

I 

GrlZonwCJOal Mt~St.:n 

~·I • w:~-r 
111'/~~lon 

~ I I -' 

F1e;urew 1 

Franklin County Indian Reservation Map 

Copied from the lndian Re1e~tion MQp in. arohive• 
of the Keneu Hietorioal Seo:t.ety. 1. Sac:~ and rox 
ReserveJ 2, Chippewa ResetvtJ 3. Ottawa ReaerveJ 
4. Piankeshaw, Weas, and Peoria Reeerve. 

4 



1'1' 

-, 
I 

I 
I 

I 

; 
Figurt 2 

· . Le.e't Pe.ym.ent to Chippewas and Juneeee 
'I:. 

'the picture above was tak$Jl in 1900 b4!J8ide the Moravian Mission 
southwest· of Ottt.wa. Tha people IIU"e Clhipp.-wa and MuMee Indians and 
relatives gathered to receive their "last payment" !'rom the .govern­
ment !'or lfmd• They also received patents £rom the government for 
the land they retained. 

x ..... M"r~ Romig, firat missionary to work among the 14\mseE.t Indie.nl!l 
in Franklin County, Kansas,. · 

? 
~ .... Mr•h Josephine Plake, who at the age of 87 years is the 

oldest living Jlunsee. Jb"fh Plake came to Franklin County, :te:ansas, in 
1860 111.t the age of sevEm years. Mrs. ~lake lives with her son at 814 
South Oed.u Street, Ottawa; !e.neae.. l.fra .. Plake is very keen of in .. 
telleot 3.nd able to give aooura.te end dete.iled information of the early 
uttlera in Franklin County. Km1uv•·• 

:ax ...... .a. x. MoOoo:n.se I 'Who at the age of about eo, is tho oldest 
11 ving Chippewa Indi llXI.. He :h the a on o :f.' !Jth ... ton•O•quot,. the old 
Chippewa ohhfwho led his people to Kanaaa in 1637,. :Mt>. R. K. McCoonae 
ia qtd.t. aotivt and livee alone on his farm aeven m114ur southwest of 
Ottawa, Xan.siUI • 



The pioture above is that of the Moravbn W.ssion, whioh is lo .. 
ea.ttd a.b¢ut ai :x miles eouthwest or ottawa on the Georg• Young; f'ann. 
This building ia tht third 'building 1 the other two having, been de-· 
stroyed by t.tre, '!hh building htur .bee remodeled and 1& used e.• a 
dwelling house. The original building was built in 1863,. 

18 

Mrah Pb.ke told th• wri ttr in an interview on January 29 • 1938; 
that the lndiane voted in 1900 to give thC~t Miuion and 40 aorfill to the 
Moravian llUtSsion Boud, and "bhey in turn aold it to Jo• Kilhuek, a. 
Chippna. Indian • reserving the right f'or the Indians to have ohuroh in 
the building and the poneosion of' one aore of' land upon which the Jn:h ... 
sian Dill located. The lMd was measured by Silaa Vix, e. Munsee Indian. 
The pli\pers were made out, but it eeem.a they were lost a.s, after the 
ta.no. wat sold by Joe Kil'buok to a :Mr. Acree, the pap ere o ould lilot be 
found. Mr.. Acree 1 however, penni tted tb.e Indians and their friends to 
worship in the ohuroh, but up·on tht.~ •d• to Mr .. Young thia privilege 
waa no longer allowed. '.rhe pulpit and bell are being used by the Green ... 
wood Churoh. un. Plake has the Bible. 
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Figure 4 

Sao «nd Fox Indian Agency Building 

One of the origiud Sao 4.\nd Fox Indian A,tenoy buildings,. which 
11.1 looate.c!i on the Q•orge .Bi:reh farm, one mile west of the Greenwood 
Ohuroh.. lt iS being used as a. oorn orib and oattle shed. 
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Figure 5 

Monument of' 'Mrlh. Sabills. Elliott 

The mon'llm.ent of Jrs. Sabilla El,liott, who waa born in Moravian ... 
town, Ontario, 0f;U.'lade.1 in :Muoh~ 1617. Mrs. Elliott emne to Kansas 
:$.n 1831 and died. September a. 19081 aged 91 years md six months. 

·· ·, ·,~i.s grave is in the Munaee Oemetery., wh1eh-ie located about nine 
miles southwest o:f' Ottawa, l(ansat!h Mr'iS. Elliott is the mother ot 
Mr111. Josephin$ Pl-.ke. 'Vtl.o is the oldest living Munne Indian. !he 
Mun.IIU!Ie Cemetery is :f'enoed but not vrell kept. 



F:ttw• e 
••y;•, ~tf J'~tmeie Jlo.Coonae. 

Figure 1 

J8onument of Franois ioCoonse 

. The white atone marks the grave of 
Franoia KoOoonse (or Esh-ton•o"quot), 
the Chippewa Chief who led his people 
to Kansu in 1837. Chief MoCoonu 
died January 25, 1968, aged 67 years 
end 8 months. He wu laid to r•u11t in 
the Chippewa Cemetery, which is lo ... 
oated about 5 miles southwest of Ottawa, 
Kansas,. on the John Higgins' farm. The 
gr~v• is covered by a huge limestone 
rook whioh is about 3 feet by a :f.'eet. 
The Chippewa Cemettry is not f'enoed IUld 
is growing up t.o weeds smd underbru•h• 



Fig\U"e 8 

:Monument of Rev. Jotha.m :Meeker and his Wife 

The mcm\1ll\E'Irlt of Rev, Jotham 'Meeker and his wife, Elenor D. 
Meeker. This grave is in the Ottawa Indian Cemetery, whioh 1s lo­
cated about 6 miles northeast of Ottawa, KanEuls. Rev. Meeker was 
laid to reet on January 12, 1865, after working a.m.ong the Ottawa 
Indiene a.t fue Ottawa. Mission for eighteen ye..rs. His wife, Jllenor • 
who gave her life to the same cause, passed .way on Me.roh 15, 1856. 
This oemete:ry is fairly well kept by Ottawa University and :f'ricrnds. 



:Figure 9 

:S:ouu of Rev. John T. Jones 

The house of Rev. John T. Jonea, whioh we.e built in 1865 and 
uaed f0r • mission houare.- The house oonsieta of' 16 rooms and is 
in good repair. The farm h owned by an inrs\Wmoe company md is 
tenanted by Mr. A. lll. Andera~son Gd family. This house is looated 
about 6 miles nor'lnheast of Ottawa on the east bank of ~a.rey Oreek. 



Uonument of 'Rev. John f, Iones 

ThG monument of Rev. John t. Jone$ e.nd Jane Kelley Jones, 
his wife, 1111 in the Ottawa Indian Cemetery whioh is loee.ted 
about 5 miles northeut of Ottawfi-4 tanaas. They were the foUlllders 
of Ottawa Univtrsity. Rev. Jonef:t who w-.s an Indian, we.s born in 
Ce.nada. in 180'0 .;nd. paued away at the Ottawa :Miaaion on August 18, 
1872. litre. Jontlll waa born in :Main• in 1809 and died in Maine in 
1901. This man tmd wife spemt their livem working among the Otte.wa 
Indians. 



OHAFTER Ill 

SOCIAL .AND INDUSTRUL Dl!JVELOP'MEN'l' 

IN FWK:LIN COUNTY 

~he people of the Kansas Territory held a convention in Topeka on 

the 23rd day of October~ 1855, to formulate the topeka Constitution~1 

They made the f'irat laws pertaining to ooun:ty organisation. 1'hh oonv~­

tion deelgna..ted eighteen distriota by natural boundaries without nt.ming 

them. A few months 1a.ter the legislature passed an act rela.tin to the 

establ hhmen t of the counties in the Terri tory. 2 By this act, thirty-tour 

ooun:tiee of e .. atern Ke.nsa• were cute.bl11hed end :named. Franklin County 

was among thi 1 number and was deaignated in the following manner & 

square. 

Beginning at the aouth east corner of Douglas 
County thence south 24 milesJ thence weat 24 mileaJ 
thenee north 24 miles) thence east 24 milee. 

These limits bound Franklin County into en are" of twenty-tour m11ee 

Location 

Franklin Oounty ia looatt)d in the uoond tier of oounthe from the 

e5~-stern boundary of the etate. It is bounded on the north by Douglas County,. 

1 A. T. Andreas, "Franklin Oounty," in Hiatorl of Kanne, 1. l. 
Donnelly ~d Sons, Ohio~go, vol. l1 P• 601. (16S!) --

2 Xh w. Wilder • Annab ot Ke.nsu, 11545·1885,. Dwight 'rbaohar,. Print­
ing House, 1-'Cpeke.. Kmsu, mr. P• 15!'. 
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on the we at by· Oo ttey and Osage Oo'Unties.,. on the e outh by .Anderson Oo\lllty .. 

tmd on the east by Miami Oounty. It ie 24 :miles equue e.nd oontdns 

8,526 a.or~~tth The census o:r l9a7 ahowa ita population to be 21,022, re.nldng 

1 t twenty• fir at 1n the stl.te, It waa named in honor of the grea. t philoso ... 

pher, Benjamin Franklin. 

Frankl~n County ~~ di~ided into fifteen oongreesional tpwn•hips. 

the general surface of the county is slightly rolling with the exception 

of one township in the. aouthwest corner and a. narrow. strip across the e•st 

aide, which 11 re.ther rough. The Chippewa Hills are in the southwest cor ... 

ner township ... About ten per oent of the county is underlaid with e. vein 

p£ coal averaging about twelTe inches in thiolmeu. The stream.s of the 

county llll f1.ow tel the ea.•t and oover about tour per O$llt o£ the county. 

The 'Valleys -.lon' the 1tres.:rna are oovered with timber oontetining hickory, 

elm, oak, :ma.ple, walnut. sycamore, and 'Wild cherry trees. The oounty as a 

whole is well a~pplied with water • whioh oan be obtained at an average depth 

of thirty feet. 

Or ope 

!ho leading .crops of Franklin County are corn, wheat, oats, end 

legumes. There ue 28 1 207 truit tr•u at the present time, according to 

the last oount made. 
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Rtdl:roadlll 

A main line or the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway runs from 

Klll.n1nuJ City to Ottawa and weat through the canter of the oounty. A branch 

line of the same ayatem rune t.rom Ottawa southwest through the county. A 
. . 

lil'llilar branch runs north from Ottawa to Lawrence. The min line of the 

Missouri ··:Paoi f:lo :runa a..orou the ()ounty from e1111.at to west through Ottawa. 

the lliaaouri U~.d .Pi.oifio Railway Oo:mpany alto maintAins a line aorot& the 

southeast corner of the county- There are approximately 98 miles of rail· 

roa4a in Franklin County. 

. County SeC~Lt 

Ottan,3 'Which ia located near the center o£ the county, was voted 

to be the county aeat in 11364. It was organised and. inQorport!.tE>d e..a e. 

oity of the uoond olau in 1866. Ottawa was nlllned in honor' of the Indie.na, 

who gave 21000 acres of land where Ottawa now stands for educational pur­

poses. It is a growing city ot 9,56:3 inh&bite.nts and is located on the 

Marais De• Oygnea River. Ottawa. is about sixty miles from Kens u.s City on. 

one of tbe all~ather roads which lead into the town £rom each direction. 

Th.e oounty seat ot Franklin County is a beautiful town looa.ted in the oenter 

of a fertile :t'ann!ng district, making an ideal loc•tion for retired farmers. 



Figure 12 

Frenklin County 

Showing location of towns~ railroads, and rivers. 
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CHAPTER V 

EARLY SCHOOL LAWS 

The Territorial Le$ialature1 met in July • 1656, in the Shawnee 

Mission School building and enacted the £1r$t sohool laws for the Terri~ 

tory o£ Kansas. The: first 1ohool law reads as follows: 
' ' 

Tha.t the aohools ahe.ll be optn and free :fbr every 
elan of' white 'oiti~ena between the ages of 5 and 21 
years, and ahal.l be estab,lished in every county. 

Three yeart later the word "white" was stricken from the sohool 

law, and "no seotarian instruction shall be allo•ed" was added, 

The first iohool laws further provided that persons over tho age 

of 21 may be admitted into the schools on such tems as the school trustees 

m•y direct. The first free .. sta.te legislature met in 1858 and paued ad .. 

diti<m;al school laws for the supervision, organiJuttion, and maintenanee of 

oo:mmon aohooll. lt provided that all children between the ages of 5 and 21 

year• ahould be admitted to the common aohools free of tuition, and that 

no sec tarim teacher should be permitted to teach in the aohools. 

1'h& oftioe ot the t&:rritorid •uperintendent was created by the aohool 

laws of' 1857., 1'he first territorial •uperintendent of' oonrnon schools was 

Jlilll\ea N. Notewe.re, who was appointed by the territorial governor. He enttred 

upon hit duties Marohl, 1858 • 

1 Allen B. Lemmon, Historical Sketch of the Territorial S~hool Slat~, 
First .nd Second Biennial [$ports of tnt !up~1n16en~ent o? Pu~lic Inst:ruo• 
tion, State Printer, Topeka., X~anea~~t, 1877•1680, p. 37. 



so 
Dutiea of tht Jbet 

Sup•rintendent of Common Schools 

The duties of the first territorial superintendEm.t were as :f.'ollowl!U 

(1) to vhit every school for the purpo1e of inapeoting and awaken• 

ing ~ interest in the cause of education. 
. . 

(2) To recommend approved text books and• as r9.r aa possible,. seoure 

a uniformity of text books through the Territory and to discourage the use 

of sectarian books in the sohools 1 and embody the intoriMLtion reoeived by 

oorresponding with other at(ltEts end counties into the educational system. 

(3) To prepare forms tol: the sohool otfioh.ls for making reports and 

oonduoting proceeding a, to cause the aohool fol"m8 to be printed, together 

with a sui table index in pamphlet i'orm, at the expense of the Terri tory. 

(4) To examine ~d determine appeals from the decisions of the dis· 

triot meetings. and to apportion by the lOth. day of February in each year 
. ' ' . 

the 1110hool money to be distributed among the ('Ounties aooording; to the 

number of children o~ !i:ohool age as shown by the returns in his of'fice for 

the preceding yee.r,. 

According to Hazelrigg, 2 the fir lilt t&rritoria.l superintendent did 

not report on the conditions of the tohools. Uil sa.luy was $1 t500 per year, 

with an allowenoe of $300 tor traveling expenses. Notnare held. offioe but 

a. short time and at the election of October 4, 1858• s. w. Greer -wa• appointed 

territorial euperintendent of the common sohools.3 Be held the offioe until 

2 Clara H. Ba'elrigg. "The Common Sohoola," in Historl~ Kansas. 
Crane and Company, Topeka 1 Jtes•us ~ pp, 194-195. 

3 Lemmon, &• ill.•, P• 36. 



J6Uluary 1 11 lSSl. J. c. Douglas succeeded Gretr a.nd aerTed until the 

conclusion of the Territorial Go'V'e.rmnent in tl'anull."y, 1861. 

ll 

The first Jchool lawe provided that bffore a teacher in the common 

schools could receive pay for his services. he muat secure from the school 

inspector a oertifioate o£ morality. The adoption of school districts 

oa:rne early and each diat:riot h$.d tour officers to elect t.nnually, three 

truateea and. one inspector. The trustees had general ~ontrol o'V't~~r aohool 

affairs of the county, .nd were subject to the will o£ the people in the 

district,. The school law• of 1866 provided that the district trustees 

must make an $.Nl~l report of the condition of the schools to the secre­

tary of the territory. The report was lll&de to the county c0Jm1i1dm1ers in 

1867
11 

and in 1868 to the. of'i'ioe of the oounty auperintmdent, whioh wu 

created during that year. 

Topeke. Constitution 

~he people of the Territory of Kansas assembled at Topeka on the 23rd 

of October 
1 

1855" and framed the Topeka Oonsti tution. 
4 ~he following school 

Article VII. Education. Section 1. The prinoipal or all 
:f.\m.dl arising from the ule or other dis pod tion of lo.nda 
or other property granted or intrusted to this et&.te, tor 
cadu<H<~ .. tione.l cwd religious purpose•, shall forev~u· be pre­
aerved inviolate and undiminbhed, e.nd the income ariJin& 

. there~om Ghall be faithfUlly applied to the specific ob ... 
jeota of the o.rigine.l grants or app:roprie.tiona. 

Seoticn. 2. The ge:nert.l aaaembly ahe.ll m.alce such provisions, 
t"uat!mor otherwise, as, wlth the inoome arising from 'bh• 



achool fund, will secure a thorough and ettioi~t 
system of common schools throughout tht etatt1 but no 
l"eligioua or other l!leot or uote shall tvor haw any 
exolusivt right to. or control of any part ot the tchool 
funds of' the state. 

teoompton Constitution 

When the Lecompton ·Conati tuM.on8 ftl framed in 165'1', 1 t &1UII.tted the 

tollowing laws oonoerning eduoatio:tu 

A:rtiole Xl:V,,. Education. ~eotion 1. A g•u•rel dif­
fudon o t knowledge being essen '€!a! to tht pref!lerft .. 
tion of' the rights and liberties ot the peoplt, 1ohooll 
and the mett.na ot education thall be torwer encouraged 
in the State. 

Section 2. The Legislature shall, aa 10on at praetioabh. 
estabU•none oommon aohool (or JIU'U't) u et.oh tawnehip in 
the State, where the ohildrtn of' the tO\J.Iillhip 1ha1l be 
taught grat1G. 

Section 4. 1'he l.tghlature &~hall have the power to make 
appropriation• from the State trea1ury tor the aupport 
$nd :maintenance of' c~mon tohools- wheneTer 'the tundt u .. 
oruing :!'rom the landa donated by 'the llnited Stat.11, OZ' 

the f'und• reoei'Ved from other 1110uroea are 1nsutf1o:hmt for' that 
p'Ul"pOifl+ 

Seotion l. Ordine.noe. :mat ueotion nUBtb~tred a. 16. 24, Md. 
3'8, ln &ver'ytownaliip in the Statt, or in oaae either of 
said sections •r• or lhall be otherwitt dispoted ot, that 
other hnda, equal 11hereto in value, ahall be granted to the 
State, to be applied exoltutiTely to the support of the llOJl .. 

mon schools. 

Seotion 2. fhat tiTe per cumtwn of' the prooeeda of the 
sUe of 'ill public 1Md.l sold or l\eld in tnl1t 1 or other• 
who lying within th~~t uid State, wturther sold baf'ore tr 
att1r the a.cbdnion ot the State ir1to the U:don, afttr de .. 
ctuoting 1\11 e"')entta inoidmtal to the sae, thall he p&id 
to the State of' Du:tua, for 1:ihe f'ollowin,; pvpouta W... 
fifth• 'bo b• d.iltribuwd within tht~~ StaiHf, atld th• pvp•n 
of autnc the ooxuwtruoilion o t rdlro!ldt , liM th• rtdd.u 
tor the auppOl"'t of tho oommon •ohooh • 

• Ibld· -
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,Leavenworth Con$titution 

The Leavenworth Const1tution6 framed by the Constitutional Oonven• 

tion in aesdon at Leavenworth; May 18, 1858, adopted the following eohool 

li\ws' 

Article VII,. Education. Seotic:m L 1'he stability and 
pe:rpetui ty or free :republiocm lnst!"tutions depends upon 
the intelligence and virtue of the people; there tore it 
is declared to be the duty of the st~te to establish by law, 
at the earliest possible period, a unitorm system of free 
eohools, in 'Which every ohUd in the State shall be en­
titled to reoeiva a good oo1llllton school education at the 
publio expense,., 

Section 2. fhe principal of all eohool funds shall forever 
~. preserved inviolate and undiminiahed. 

Section 5. ~he income of the school funds shall be de• 
votea ex'Crusively to the tupport of the schools, and shall 
be distributed to tha counties in proportion to the number 
of ohildren and ;rouths reddent therein, between the age• 
of' 5 and 21 yearat. 

Wyandotte Constitution 

With the adopticn of the Conltitution o:f' the Sta.te, of lCilnsaa at 

Wyandotte, 1 July 29 1 1859, the :following eohool laws wer• enacted • 

Arti¢le VI. Eduoe.tion. Seotion 1. • .... A. superintendent 
ot Publ:lo Instruction shall Ee e!eoted in -.a.oh county, 
whcGe term ot otf'ioe shall be two years, and the dutias 
end ooq>ensation ahall be pruoribed by law. 

Section 3, !'he prooeeda of all ltmde thllt have been or may 
oe" gre.nted by the united State• to the States fo:r the 111up ... 
port of sohoo l8, and the .:f'i ve hundred thouaand aarea of land 
granted to tho nlWf Sta:tEUJ under a.u e.ot of' oongrese dil!ltribut ... 
ing the p:rooeeda of publio liiUldl e.mong the several Statee of 
the Union, -.pproved September 4, A.D. 1841, e.nd all ett!l\.tes 
or penotus dying without heir or will 1 and suoh per oent aa 



may bt granted b;y oongreat on the sale of lands 1n 
the State I shall be the common property or the State, 
and shall be a pttrpetual sohool i'und 'Whioh shall not 
be d:Lminilhed, but the interest of which.- together 
with all the rents of the lrwd, end such other means 
as the- le.gisla.tur• may p:rov:td•, by ta~ or othems• • 
shall be inviolably appropriated to the support of 
oo2mnon aohoola. 

Seotion 4. The income of' the State School funds shall 
'fie tthlrThuted annually, by order of the Ste.te Super­
intendent to the eeverel oou.nty treasurers 11 and thence 
to the treasurers of the $everal school di•triots. in 
equitable propertion to the n'l.lnlber of children and 
youths of sehool age. 

Seetion 5. The·sobool lands shall not be sold, unless 
'suoFi sili' shall be (AUthorized by the vote o£ the people 
at a general election} but subject to re-valuation 
every five years, the land ma.ybe l•aeed tor any number 
ofyee..ra, not e:xoejijlding twent;y-i'ive, at a rate estab­
lished by law. 

Section 6. All money shell be pa.id by persons aa an 
equivii!ent for exemption from ndU.ta.ry duty1 the olear 
prGoeeds Gi' ea~raye, ownership o£ whioh shall veet in 
the taken-upJ and the proceeds of fines tor any breach 
o£ the penal laws, lith all be exolusi vely lipplied in the 
aneral ooun ties in whioh the :money is pe.id or fines 
oolleoted, to the support of common sohoola. 

Section 8, Jo rEtligiou.a uot or aeota ah~~Lll ever con• 
trol any-part of the oo~n school or univer1ity funds 
of the Sta-tu., 

Section 9. The State Super:intenden'tl of Publio Inatruo­
t!on, ieoretary of· Sta.te and Attorne:r-General, shell 
oonati tutt a boN"d of e oromieeionere tor the management 
and inveatrnent of the 1111chool funds, Any two or said 
oo.mmissia.ners shall be a quorum. 

The $tate aonat:ttution waa put in to operation in 1861, when the 

State wcu admitted into th• Union. 

34 
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County Superintendent 

The law of 1858 provided for the ohoioe at the general election 

each yeU' of a o ounty super-intendent who. should. reoe1 ve for his services 

such oompensation aa m.:lght be allowed by the county,6 

(1) .After giving bond in. double the amount of the school money to 

oome into hh hands during the school term, he ns to divide the county 
' 

into diat:riot•• to regulate and alter such school distrioti!J end to file 

the desoription and number of eaoh district in hh oi'fioeJ 

(2) To receive all :mon.ey for the uu of oCIIllll10n schools in his 

county) to apportion these on the first Monday in April in eaoh school 

year to the aeveral diatri.ots and parta o£' distriote within the oounty; in 

proportion to the number of ohildr~ or l!fohool age, provid111d that no money 

be apportioned to any district in 'Which a school has not been ta.ught by a 

qualified tee.oher tor e.t least three months in the year preoedin~;J 

(3) To ue that the annual reports of the olerka of the diattiots 

in his coun~ ·:W.re made correctly and in t:\meJ to sue for and collect in 

the nfll'!M or hie o'ffi.ce. certain pene.l ties and :f'or:f'ei turesj to t:ransmi t be-.. ,, 

tween the lst and 15th days of Ootobo:r, in eflOtl ~ar, to the T4trritorial 

Superintend$ll.t a report in wr:t ting oonoerning the oondi tions ot the schools 
·'~· 

(4} To exa:mine all candidates proposing to tea.oh i.n his oounty ancl 

give to eaoh o.mdid-.te found qualified a. certificate., to be in foroe tor 

one year fr~ the date ot approval. 



(5) To visit and enmine the conditions EUld mme.gemen.t or all 

school• in hi t1 oounty. 

The of:f."ioe of tha oounty superintendent ns abolished in the winter 

ot 1869• and the offioe was re-oreated by the adoption or the Wyandotte 

Oonsti tution in 1859 and put into operation when Xamsas was admitted into 

the Union. 

Since the re ... esta.blishment of the otfioe ot the oounty superintend­

ent in 1859, the of'!'ioe h•s been oontinuous. 

Complete tist of Oounty Superint$ndents9 

Year Elected ----
1. J'e.mes l:ll!l.nway .. • • • • • • • . • • • 1859 
2. w. L. Delano • • • • • • • • • • • • 1860 
5. or. J. o. Allen • • • • • " • • • • 1862 
4:. Jaoob Sums tint • • • • • • • • • • . 1863 
6. lt, u. :abward • • • .. " • .. • • • • • 1864 
6. A. R. Dow • • • • • • • . • • • • • 1865 
7. A,sa Rt~~-rris .. • • • • • • . • • • • • 1866 
a. Philetua Phalee • .. . • • • • • • • 18136 
9., A. o. Peck . • • • • • • • • • • • • 1875 

10. w. w. Me.nning • . • • • • .. • • . . . 1876 
11. Philetus Fales • • • • • • • • • • • 1879 
12. H. F. E1lia • • • • . ~ • ... • • • • 1881 
13. F. M. Di<Jklow • • . .. • • • • • • • 1885 
14. !'. A. Hilderbran • • . ~ • • • • • • 1889 
15. J. F. Maxey . • " • • • • • • • • • 1891 
16. J. M. Morrison • • . . • • • • . • • 1595 
17. E. E~ Smith . . • • . • . • • • • • 1899 
lS. J. l!:. Baker • • • • • • • • • • • . 1903 
lS. C* A. Jaoobus • . • ~ • • • .. • • • 1907 
20. 'Etta Joe MoCar ty . • " • . • • . . • 1911 
U. W •. A. Vickers • • • • • ' • • • • • 1915 
22. Flo reno e Akin • . • • • • . • • • • 1919 
25. Ellen Larson • • . • • • • • • • • • 1921 
24, Nellie Nordyke • • • • • • • • • • • 1925 
26. Fern Streebin • • • • " • • 0 • • • 1931 
26., Fred. Settles • • • • • • • • " • • • 1933 

1937. 



CHAPTER V 

EARLY SOHOOL PROBLEMS 

Due to political oondi tion.s brought on by the ala V$X'Y question• 

very little w&a done in the administration. of the t.iret sohool laws. The 

law ot 1866, whioh provided for the e leotion or e. county superintendent 

and was e.bolish•d in 1859,. :mad.e it the duty of the school trust•es to make 

the school reports to the Territorial Superintendent, Mr. Greer. The first 

report as to the oondi tia:t of' the aohools in Franklin Oounty was made by 

J. lh Allen in the fall of 1663. The report of Mr. Allen x-eade e.a f'ollonr 1 

Upon coming into office le.st January, I :found it 
neoeuuy to x-eorganhe the school distriots of this 
oounty. We .u-t almost in the condition of a new ooun.ty 
in lt/hioh no school has been kept. In most of the die· 
triot• we hene no aoh ool houses 1 and where we have one, 
•• often find rude benches without backs and most 
usually no suoh thing ag e. blaolcboe.rd, or evEJn an ex-­
euse tor one. 

But l hope by another year to have a better reoord. 
We are woree off about aohool books. lf 'we could have 
an agency' established in the county- for the sale of 
•t~dard books, I think it might obviate a large part 
ot the diffioul ty. But I have not as yet been able to 
reoeive any uniformity of textbooks. 

Very ·truly 1 

J. R, Allen~ Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. 

This report by Mr. Allen shc:Mred that there were 28 school diltriota 

with 664 pupils enrolled and that $903.95 we..s spent for instruction, The 

1 Isa111.o T. Goodnow, in Annual Rtl(ort of the SUE_erintendtnt ot PubHo 
Xnetruot1®., l$63 .... 1870, State miitir', iopeki"; fanaes'; P• '85. ' -



expenditwe for dl pt~rpoul!l wa.s $1,019.00, and the valuEJ of all sohool 

property was $l 14l5.0G. 

Many :factors operated. agdnl!lt the sohool diatriots which wtre o:r­

gmimed,under the Territorial C·overnro..nt. The border troubles of 1855 and 

1866, the· t'ina.noia.l crbis of 1857, the drought of 1860, and finally the 

rebellion of 1861, all hindered tho growth of the aohools. 

Dis trio t Tax 

Many probh:ma confronted the early aohools. The distri.ct t-.x was 

the ••t important one.. The law li:mi ted the power oi' the districts to a. 

tu of .one-halt of one per oent to build school houees .. one-half of one per 

cat :f'or teachers, Md one .. half. of one per oant :f'or supplies. This levy 

wa.s entirely insuftieient to maintain the schools. :Mtmy of the early set• 

tlers opposed the early tax, feeling that the people should be allowed to 

levy aa much as they pleased :for the education of theit' children. Aooord• 

ing to Goodnow the heavy la.nd ... o'W!lers had the following to say about the tax 

:f'or eduoationa 2 

One firm in New York owns 100,.000 acres. On the 
average• these lands may have cost one dollar por acre. 
They wish to sell at from :f1 ve to ten dollar~!~ per acre. 
Upon what do they t'ely to raise land £:rom one to fivt~ 
per aon? lt .:l.s the good farms that are beint; made a.­
round their quarter seotion. Without the industriouG 
settler and. il~s improvements • the 1M d would never in­
oreaee in v.U.ue. The rsohools and ohurohea tend to in ... 
crease tlu.!l value of the lo.nd. 

Ther4.J wa• a second group of persons who oppoud the eohool bea-.uu 

either they had eduoa:bed their children or had no children. They objected 
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~ to helping eduoo.to the oettloro• ohildron, Aoaording to Goodnow, the 

1; rich settlers would say a 8 
f 

~· 
~· Why should I eduoe.tCt the children of the poor men 
i any more thM clothe them? l ht.ve eduoe.ted my own l children and I think every man should. do the s 6Uil$. 

t 
~ Text Books 

Another problem of fue first schools or the county was the tex.t 

bookt. Sett:la:re coming £rom several di :f'£erent state a brought the:Lr books 

with them t-nd were not able to purchase new onea. This created the problem 

of free text booka if uniformity was to be realized. lt we.a suggested in 

many dittriete that it the f~ily was too poor to buy books the expense of 

furnishing books ahould be borne by the distriota. 'I'he school law provided 

as tollows•4 

All •ohool districts, in order to draw money for 
school purpoeea, shall in the use of text books conform 
to tht~t official list as recommended by the State Super­
intendent of Public Instruction. 

According to Goodnow the book lilt reoommended by the StAte Superin­

tendent in 1863 we.e e.s follO"Ns ,a 
l. The Bible. 

2. Webtter' e Dictionary. 

3. Wilson • s eerie a of Readers. 

4. lay's series of seven books in Arithmetic. 

6. Montieth and UoNe.lly•s series in Geo~raphy. 

8 Goodnow. lao. oit. --
' Ibid., PP• 23·24. -
6 Loo. cit. --

I 



6. Pinneo• s aerie.- of analytioJ>l Grammar. 

7. Brookfield t s first book in Oompoai tion. 

6. Spenoerian system ot Penmemifhip. 

9. Common edition of Bryan and Stratton's Bookkeeping set. 

10. Cutter•• Physiology. 

Problema of the Rural Sohool 

40 

The 1-.rge increase in the number of rural school$ &om 1867 to- 1880 

ade a. serious problem for education. During this period the rural schools 

inoreued in number from 46 to 91. , The early rural s ohools had many wee.k­

nenes · suob. tu!l the following, 6 

1. Shcrt- term. 

2. tow teachers• aalar:Lee. 

3. Poor equipm$nt. 

5. Method of taxation. 

a. Uneven distribution of wealth. 

1. Unequal size of districts. 

s. All tohool tax deriYed from railroads going to the dittriot 

through which the railroads ran. 

9. Some districts with high levy had a poorer school than e.nother 

d:Utrict 'Whioh levied less, due to unequal value of the dhtriota. 

SufGgeated remedies ~tre $.1111 follOWS I 7 

6 William. Stryker, •'Rural Sohool Problema" in Eleventh Biennial Re• 
Eor~ of SUferintendtnt o £ Publio lnetruotion,. Kansas JSrinter (!S§, ... 1~§a). 
PP• 24-2~, ' . -

7 Ibid. -



Firat. ~he number of districts and the number of 
aoEoola should be reduced. and provision made tor the 
tranaport•tion of those too far from school, thus pre­
Tenting the great waste of money paid out for build­
ing• and tea.ohere and inoidenta.l expense for keeping 
up ao lQUly aohools, and at the u.me time give the 
benefits resulting from auooiation, more healthful 
condition•, and prompt e.nd regular attendance. 

Second. A state and a county levy tor aohool purposes, 
ihioh would distribute the burden or taxes more equi• 
te.bly, and whioh should be &u:f.'fioient to pay one-third 
the expenee or an eight :months school in every district 
with an l!l.vere.ge daily attendance of twenty or more.­
l!lvery sohool should have th-.t m.any and no term should 
be leu the.n eight months. A three :mill state levy 
and e. three mill county levy should be sufficient to 
ratu nearly, if' not quite. two-thirds of' the amount 
ntteded. for the support of the rural sohools. The re ... 
uinder should be :raised by looa.l tu:&$ under the 
preaent .methods, and in no event should the amount 
of ata:be or county money paid to any district exceed 
the amount rP.iaed by looal te.x ... 

~1rd. A higher 8tand$.:rd of qualifications for teachers. 
fii• age limit ahould be re.iaed, as should the educational 
and prof'esaionl!l.l requirements,. One reason why so little 
progrela ha.e been made toward improving the conditions 
or the rural so.hools is that friends of education have 
not unit&d in demanding a certain fn things J Longe:r 
te:i:"JJla ot '"'hool, better que.li fied 't$a.che:rs, a just ey•· 
'b$m. ot taxa;tion and greater economy in the expend:i ture 
of the tundtJ raised will give better wages, permanency 
in employmen.t. end the plaoe to the teacher in the oom ... 
munity "Whioh he should oooupy. Not until these con• 
ditions exist '\till there be any marked improvement in the 
rural schools of the oounty. 

41 

Another p:roble.m Which interfered with the growth of the schools in 

the county wu the status o£ the county superintendent. In moat of the 

oountba the county oommissioners were in favor of spending •• little •s 

pouible .tor the aupf!lt'intendtnt•a vhite and other work of that office. 



lowta 

The choice, at the general election eaoh year, 
of a county superintendent, Who should receive for his 
tervioee such oompenaat:l.on as might be allowed for 
tr~aaot1ng county business. 

the dutiee prescribed for the county superintendent were as f'ol-

1. Give bond for 'double the am.ount of money to be in his hande 
at any one time. 

2 .• Divide the county into school district$ and to regulate, 
alter j and describe th.e districts. · 

s. leoeive all m.oney& for the .use of' oomm.on eohools. 

4l Apportion on the f'irst ·of April receipts' among the dia­
triots having a three ... month aohool taught by a· qualified 
teaoher made aooording to school census• 

5. See that the districts file annual reports correctly. 

6 .• Oolleot penalties and forfeitures .. 

7. Ma.ke repo:rte to Territorial Superintendent by October 1. 

8 • E.xamine annually all c Mdide.tet proposing to teaoh and give 
to each found qualified a certitic~te for one year unless 
aooner rctvoked. 

9. Visit and ex.mdne schools. 

42 

!here was ~ great field for the early superintendent as the schools 

were being organizedJ the teachera were poorly qualU'iedJ the school board 

member• were not versed in s ohoollaw, end the people needed to be encouraged 

to take more interest in the education of their children. 

Goodnew had the :following to sa.y about the importance oi' the early 

OO'Unty •uperintendents t 9 

9 Goodnow; 2.£.• ill.•, p. 56. 
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· For the literary qua.li:f'ic!lltions required and 
h.ard work neoenary to be pert'o:r:rned by ih is oi'tioe, 
his salary is entirely inadequate. The S$me talent 
and enel"gy exercised in almost any other employment 
would oonmand ·a. salary of ·two to three thousand dol• 
lara. Vany could b& hired !br five hundred dollar a 
per yaar but would be of no value. One worth and 
paid two thousand dollars would ba cheaper. 
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The county euperintendent ruu been one of the most valuable persons 

in the work for educational betterment. He has contacted the masses in 

the interest of better educational faoili ties for their children ani has 

been valuable in helping the patx-on and the teacher understand each other. 

!he qualifioationl!l of' the o ounty superintendent have been greatly improved 1 

and possibly more ef!'ic:tenoy could be attained if this office were taken 

out of politics. 

Irregular Attendance 

lrr•gular attendance beoa:m.e one of' the most ee:rious of the early 

school problems.lO :tit was esti.m.&ted that not more than fifty per cent of 

those on the daily record attended. This indeed was ~n eoonomie loss as it 

ooat no more to teach all of the pupils than it did a. part of them., and 

those that did not attend :regularly ret$l'ded those that were regulal". One 

of' the first Territorial School Laws provided that ••au school funds should 

be distributed to the oounties in proportion to the number of' children (5 

to 2l). tt fhe people within the district were careful to eee that all ohil· 

dren were reported that the diet:riot school tax would be as low as possible. 

Many of' the parente did :not see that their children took advantage or the 

lO lbid., PP• 58•69. -



~ 
~· 
I 
I f ... 
i 
~· 

F 
~-
~~. 
:;1. 

fi 
t 
c· 

opportunity of all eduo111.tion m.d kept th•i:r children home to work. The 

older children attended only the required term of three months while in 

some cases eohool·waa m~intained longer for the younger children. The 

average length of term in 1862 was four months in Franklin Oounty. 

t> In many cuee when the public schools were olosed for went of funds 
i· 

~· 
~· private eohoola were opened for the children of the weal thy. As e. :ru\1.1 t 
t 
k ~ the poor ta:mili&$ would secure very 1i ttle of' the school advantages. 
~~ 
' It was not lan~ until sChool 1nteresta were gradually awakened in 

almost every diatriot in the oounty to the point where the people dem~Anded 

; lXlOre and _better sohoolth With the felt need thlit peopl$ inor•ased their 

tue• and more revenue wall! :forthcoming due to the increase of improve-

m.ent and also .from the aale of public land., Ste.titttios show that the a­

mount tpent tor tnatruotion increased .ftfteen•fold £ram 1862 to .1670 and 

the lene;th of ;aohool t•:rm ••• increased from. four to six months. The value 

ot sohool property increased from one thouaand to .twenty-seven thousand 

during the ••• period.ll 
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CHAP1'ER VI 

ESTABLl:SH'ME'NT OF' THE F'lRST SCHOOLS 

The first sohool established in the ~erritory of Kansas now eom­

prillling Franklin County wu the Ott~W~a Baptiet Mission for the Ottawa In• 

diana. According to G·rc&ene1 the first sohool :f'or white children was a 

aubsoription aohool at Greenwood in lB53 and lB54 taught by Thomas Benton 

of St. Louis. The aeoond term of four months: we..s taught by Marcus :nose of 

New Castle; Pennaylvania, a settler of Burlingame. The sohool was supported 

by the Indian agents and white settlers. !he first public school2 in Frank­

lin Oounty was at Centropolitt in lS66. The school was taught by :Mr. Oator 

for a term of tour months. According to Mr. J. 0., Seymour* the second pub-

lio school was organized at Ohio Oity in 1857 • and the third, which Mr. 

Seymour a:ttended during its first term~ was organhed at Rantoul the same 

year. 'the building was looa.ted east of Mr. Seymour's home .. which is one 

mile south or Rantoul. the first teacher was Robert SmithJ who taught the 

school for a term ot four months. 

l c. 1. Greene .. Ea3jl.!2!l!.~ Kansas, published by c. :R. Grecme, 
Olathe, Kansas, 1916, p. • 

pp, s-B~ Geo, W. Davey, rihtorioe.l .Atlaa f.£ .~)".a.n~lin C,oun~z, n.p., 1886, 

• ~ an interview with :Mr. Seym.our on .July 301 1937, he told of at­
tending the tiret publio school held in Rentcul. Mr. Seymour oeme to x.nsas 
eis;ht;y Y$41.1"1 qo at tm e.~e or :four years, He said very little was aooom• 
plhhed in the early i!lohools due 'to poor methods. 
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Ottl.wtL Publio Schools 

According to Mrs. :MaryWatd Sm.ith- 3 who WIII.S the first teacher in 

the public aohools of Ottawa, the first public JQ;hool was held in 1864 in 

a large building on the preaent site of the People 1 a National Bank. Miss 

Ward received :f'i£ty dollars per month, and ill.& the enrollmtmt for the term 

was over one hundred Miss Lottie Myers was secured as an assistant. 

!h.• second term. of school 'W't.s held in the spring with Pb'a, Ruth 

:Mayhew and Miss Fannie Thomas •u• teMhers. 

In 18613 a school building between Fourth e.nd Fifth Streets on Walnut 

was ereoted at a oost o£' te ,ooo. School was held in this building in the 

fall of 18€16 with J. N. Halloway as prinoipd and the following aashte.ntsa 

Xi 11 lickseoker, Miss Hememray, and :.Mary Kelsey. After three month•, 

G. V, Riokseoker euooeeded Mr. EAlloway and Miss Jennie White succeeded 

Mias Kelsey. A third term followed with Mbaea Riokseoker and White in the ,,. 

higher grades and :Misses Olara Emerson and Mary Ward in the primary. A 

separate school was maintained for the colored children and wa.s taught by 

The annual school oenaus of.l867 was 479 in the district wnioh in-

eluded nearly the Whole county. Taxes were levied on people near Pomona 

for the &upport ot the Ottawa schools .. 

In 1868 the Cumberland Pre11byterian Church, on Me.in Street near Fitth, 

wae purohaeed for $2,600.00 in bonds 'Which were sold at p..r. 1'h• school 

3 M'ary Ward Sm1 th, in ~ ~ School 2Pi:nio~, published by Ottawa 
Blgh 8ohool in Jtm.uary 1 1698. 

' 
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opened on Oetobor l, 1868, to'l' a term of six months.., c. s. McArthur of 

Bowdin College had 'b~en eleet&d prino:tpal -.t a ee.lary of tlOO.OO per month. 

Hie e.uietlllllt .was M!ss Sallie Johnaon. In the primary grade were Laura 

Sa.yie and Susie Not'rh; in the colored eohool; Cynthia Hiller• in the Cum­

berland Ohureh ...... knmm tr0111 that time as ·tho 'White Sehool House, Jlr. Van 

Firat. Public Schools in the County 

OEN~OPOLlS •4 The first publio eohool in 0$1'1 tropolia wa~ held in 

1865 tor a term ot four months. lb". C'ator was the t.aoher and haa the:~ dis-

tinction of being the i'irat public school teacher f'or white children. 

RANTOUI)S lb.e tirat public school in Rantoul we.e maintained for 

:twr months dlU'"ing the winter ot 1858 end 1859. The teacher o.£ the aohool 

WtA.& Robert Smith iiUld the 1ohool was held in a log houeu~ looa.ted ~bout on~ 

mile east of Vr. J,. o. Seymour• s house. 

LANE. the date o£ the firi!Jt school in Lane i a not availabltll as the 

oldest a.ettlers have passed way and no :r eoords have been kept. Aooording 

to G. E. truby, * luperintendent of schools at Lane., the :first sohool build­

ing W!ilS ereoted in 1866. The structure is about twenty by thirty feet and 

was mAde tram nlltive atone., The building is loaa.ted on the west side of 

4 Geo, w. Davey, in Hill!ltorioe.l Atlas .e£ Franklin ,count;z:, n.p., 1885, 
PP• 5-6. 

6 Interview with J. o. Se)lmou.r on JUly 31~ 1937. Mr. Seymour at ... 
tended tb"e Hrst s'ohool e.t four yea.ra ot age, 

* After the writer had '!'M.de two trips to Lane and was un.a.bl e to ae­
oure any data,. Hr. Truby g-.thered the above data trom relatives of old 
aettlert. 
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South Iansa.s Avt$1nue and :ts tu~ed for a stable 'Qy Yr .. Odte-

Wil.LIAVSBURO. 6 The Williamsburg; oo:mmon sohool district number 51 

walll orguhed on JUly 16,. 1868, and a frame school house was built in 

1870. The first term o £ school wu held during tho winter of 186$ and 

1869 1n e. fra.tne building on the present park aitew ~he first teacher was 

Miss Helen Beardsley~ ~he first school building still stands as a part 

of Mrs. D. Fogl~t'e house. 

· W1ilttSVIttE. 7 The first public school in Wellsville wa.a< taught by 

Miss Jblry .AQ.~s -.t the homo ot her father who lived on the oreek north of 

ix>wn. In 1873 a school building was built on Main. Street at a oost of 

$2,100.00. 

POMONA.8 The Pomona public school district was organized in 1870. 

The first term of school was held during the winter o:t' 1870 j!Uld 1871 in 

the house whioh ie oocup1ed by Mr. and Mrs.. James Bushnell. The first 

teaoh•r we.s :Mr. Quay. The first sohool building was built in 1871 by voting 

, $12 1000.00 in bond& and selling th$Til. at f'ii'ty oents on the dollar. The 

building~~ made o£ atone and is still in use with the addition whioh was 

made in 1885. 

PRINCETON.9 The Princeton public sohool district was orga.niaed Qn 

September 13, 1869. The first building was built on the corner of Park 

and Vain Streets in 1870J the first term of school was held for four months 

6 Interview with w. c. !'ogle on July 31, 1937.. :Mr. Fogle attended 
the WilliMlaburg 'iohoollll from 1880 to 1888. 

7 o. A. Smith,. in Wellaville Globe,. pu'bli1hed at Wellnille on 
Janue.ry 9, ln4. 

a Intervin'With John Parkineon on.Auguet 2; 1937. Vr. Parkin11on 
attended tfie Pomona aohoola from 1872 to 1880. 

9xnterv1wwith Wrs. Edith Waddle on July 31,1957. Mrs. Waddle 
taught b.''*tiie Prinoeton aohoole in 1880. 
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t~tnd was taught by Miss Lande. Matthews. In 1878 a two .. story b:riok building 

with two rooms was built on the present location. 

RICHMOND •10 'l'he first public school in Richmond was taught in 1675 

by Miss LaCretia. l:'lro'Wtl. ~he school we.e helcl 1n a private house located on 

the present site of' the l3rya.n Valiere•s home in the southwest part of town. 

10 Interview with Mr. 0. E. Kelsey on July 31, 1937. ~. Kelsey 
atttnded the :H:rat-sohool at Richmond and 'b;)ld of hh father' a reoeiving 
the first teaoher• oertifioate imsued in Franklin County. He told of 
Mr. mm:way, who 11'fQ.III the first county superintendent. exlllmining hie father, 
J. F. Kelsey, while plowing in the field. Mr. Kehey wrote the answers 
in the dirt with a t~tio.k. 
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Figure 13 

Kaub Sohool House 

. The Kaub School House, Diatriot 7 • 
;yas built in 1868 and is the oldest 
:building in the county used for school 
,purpoeea .. 

The lower picture is that of the 
'Eugene Field Building in Ottawa, 
iKann.s. It was opened for use on 
!November 1 1 1937 .. 

Figure 14 

~sene Field Building 

• 



Figur~ 15 

First Sohool Building at Lane 

The first aohool building in Laru'•· Kanse.s, was built 
in 1861. It ia looJ.ted on the west side of South le.nsas 
Avenue and 1s bE~ing used for a stable. 
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Figure 16 

Firat Sohool Building at Pomona 

The first aohool in Pomone., Kansae 1 wae held tn 1870 in 
the north part or thia house, 'VfhiQh 1& looated. on· the south 
dde of East Franklin Streft. It is. the home of Ur. and Vrs. 
Jrunet Bushnell. 



Fig,ure 17 

First Sehool Building at Williamsburg 

The first school to bQ held in Willbmsburg WIUJ in 1868 
in the center part or the n. :Fogle house, whioh h l ooated 
on the north side o :t Main Street a.dje.oent to thlll west aida 
of the park. Additions on 'the north e.nd south hl.ve been 
made to the original building. 
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OTTAWA IN 1867. 

('1'\\n- ... t-•1',\' l•uiljlir1~ a!tl•:tn·ntly illtlill·.t ••nt ir1t•• tlw ... tn·•·•·r ••II •·khr 1.:n1d 
!-~ldt-. h \\h••J'I', oH IIPJWI' II'''"'· '\i~-.. ":rry 1·. \\':rr·d l:tll~lll ••llawa·, tir ... l ... •'h"''''· Tld"i 
hu i !din).~·"' • ••ul \\ l1~>n• tlw 1•,., tplt•'..., B:111h 111 •W :-.t :1 11t1..., a I ,., ITtwr· ••f :"'• ···~~wl :r11d .\Iaiu.) 

Figure 18 
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TEACHERS AND TEACHER TRAINING 

The miuionariea among the Ottawa Indians in 1837 were the tiret 

teachers in the territOl"y which included Franklin Oounty, Kansas. Rev. 

J'otha:m. Meeker and hit!l :f'ollowers were the first missione.rhs to establish 

themselves among the Indians in what is now Franklin County. They devised 

a phonetic alphabet system, ta.u@;ht the lndhns to read end write, wrote 

hymn books in the Ottawe. language, and taught the Christian religion. In 

Cinoi:nnatti, Meeker received his traininq; at~ a printer, but at what age or 

in 'Whoae office it it not lalown. Aooording to lloMurtr1e,1 he made several 

unauooe88tul efforts as a boy and youth to get a more formal education, 

but in the~ end had to 'JU.trioula.te in the school of experience from which, 

like all men, he never graduated. The missionaries made many aaorifices 

tuld endured great hardship'S that the Indians might be instructed in Christi­

anity e.nd lei!Lrn the better ways of li:h. 

Firat Oertifioate Laws 

The first sohool law paued by the Territorial Leghlature, wbioh JUt 

in JUly, 1656, in the Shawnee Mission sohool building, reada as tbllowst 2 

1 Douglas 0, Mo'Murtrie, Jotham Meeker Pioneor Pr:l..n ter 2.! Ianaas , 
Eynoourt Preas, Ohioato, 1930, p. B. 

I Allen B. Lemmon, "Early Sohool taws,u in First and Steond Biennial 
~of the State Su~erintendetnt of Publio InatrUot!on-;-ltate Pr'inter, 
lQPelta,""taiiii'a; p; '3'?, (16,'? ... 8! j'"-



School shall be open and free to every ole.u 
of 'White children •• , ••• There shlilll be no sea• 
tarian instruction allowed. 

The first school law provided also th~ta 

A teaoher must secure a certificate of morality 
from the school distriot inspector before he :may re­
ceive a salary .from the :funds of the common schools. 
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The eehool law o£ 1858 • which created the office of county superin­

tendent., gave the o:f':f'ice the power to examine all tf!achera.. The law reads 

e.a toll owe, 3 

The county superintendent shall examine t.ll 
· candidates propoGing to tell-ch in his oounty • and 
to each candidate fbund qualifie4 a certificate to 
be in toroe for one year !'rom date of approval, if 
not sooner revoked. 

The school law of 1866 provided also thata4 

The county and state superintendents shall take 
the oe.th of allegiance to the United States. and to 
the atate government before entering upon their duties .. 
The county III'Uperintendent shall be required to ll-d.min­
ister the oath to all teachers at the time of their 
exa:mination. * 

The first time-limit on the teachera• certificates of Kansas was em­

bodied in the legblative aot of 1869; which reads as follows ,5 

No certificate •••••• shall be in foroe, except~ 
the oounty in 'Which it was issued. nor for a longer 
period tl:lan one year~ The certificates issued under 
this &ot may be revoked by the boud or e:u.miners on 
the grounde of immorality, or fbr any cause which would 
have justified the withholding thereof when the u.me 
was grantt~td .. 

3 Loo. oit .. --4 Lemmon, ~· ~·, P• 37 • 

6 l$euion Laws of Kansa1, p. 179 (1869) • ......,.. __ ........ _- __ ....,.._ ..... 

• .The require:ll'lAmt of the oath of allegiance by tea.ohers ie not new. 
The idea may have bew.n revived by the anti~Red spirit brought about by the 
iuseian propag~dists. 
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Firat Teachers' Institutes 

!he school law of 1664 made provision for the first teachers• 

institutes to be held in Franklin County, Kansas. 1'he law of 1864 reads 

$.8 .f"ollOWfU$ 

The super intend en t of publio instruction, w1. th 
the county superintendent, shall organ1$e and hold a 
teaohere' institute, each yaar, in eaoh senatorial 
dietriot. in the state •. · 

',• I • 

. 'rhe: law of l86l5 ~rther prorlded7 that ee.eh oounty superintendcmt 

should have an annual teaoheret institute in his county, that while the 
'I I 

inst:f. tue wae in session all the schools in the county should be elo~ed; 

and that the teaohere aho'Uld. be required to attend the ineti tute. 

In the abaenoe of sufficient fil.oil!tiee in the way of' normal train­

ing •ohool11 to prepare teachers • the t111aohers • ineti tute was an important 

department in early county educational systems. The early Frs.nkl.in County 

institute was held eaoh year from .four to ten 'Wfllk&, 'the beat instructor, 

available were employed to have oharge of the work, and as a result of ,the 

ineti tutes there was supposedly a marked improvement in the qudifioations 

of the teachers. 

~he law of 1864 provided thatt8 

Board e.nd roam ah•ll be provided, by the oitiaens 
o£ the plaoe "Where the institute is held., to all mem­
ber• of the board .nd the teaohers. 

6 Suaion Le.we of R:ans•s, p. 167 (1864)., -----· 
7 L$lllm.On, !E.. ,2!!. , p ~ 41 , 

a Session Laws ot Xe.nsas, P• 187 (1864). --------
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Acoording to the rt~~port of the State Superintendent o t Public :tn-

atru.ction, lsll.t1C T. Goodnow, the FrMkl:in Cou.n ty Teaohers' Institute was 

organized in 1686. Mr. Goodnow•s report on the first teaohera• institute 

held in Franklin County reads as followa,9 

A teaohera• institute haa been held ~ Franklin 
County with encouraging success. 

Many teachers failed to attend the institutes .because they feared 

the eUlnine.tio:ns "Whioh were given. lt was possible a..t that time to pay 

one dollar and tab a prive.te examination. This examination wa.s eliminated 

by the legislative aot of 1867. 

Superintendent FdeslO reported the following on the Franklin County 

Institute ot 1869, 

'!l.'he class lll!Xa.tnined at the olose of 'the inati tute 
in September was muoh the best of' any 'Whioh hu been 
betore the superintendent or examining board. 

The le.w ot 1869 pro:v:t~ed that11 "the county auperin~ndent should 
' . , •,' ' • 6 I I • , : : ' • f \ j , ', ~ I 

rtoeive MX,ple oompcniaation for his servioo of oonduoting the teaohers' 

institutes, and should ;pend the entire t~e looking after the interests ot 

the aohools in the county." At this titn$ the e:xam.ination of tetlohe:rs was 

taken f~m the oounty superintendent and given to a board o£ county examiners 

ooneisting of three members. The county sup•rinten.dent and two competent 

persons to be appointed by the county oommissionere constituted the county 

board o:f.' teaoher examiners. 

State 

ll L~o. oit. --

J 



'!'he i:net:l tute helped to encourage fue teachers, who were laboring 

under deoide4 disadvantage• auoh "'' irregular attend.noe, tew oonvenienoest 

laok ot 'W'l.iform text 'book1, t.qd fn ttca.oh1ng aidt. ~e patrons ga.v• ve't'y 

little support e:xaept to pay their 'tues,.. They di.d not seem to :realhe 

th.o value of a. well-qualified •aoher and .wt:tre willing to hire a t:riend re• 

gardleas ot his a'bi.l:S.W' to tea.oh., This oonditim had its etfeot on the 

tffioi~mGy of the educati.ona.l ayswm. 

Graded Certifioatee 

Franklin County in 1869 issued three kinds o£ oert1t1oateq. Ao$ord• 

ing to State SuperintendCJ. t Goodnow, the ce:rtifioatee were graded eu1 fol­

lowa,l2 

.All applicumt fer the thil'd ~~e~ oerti£teate it 
te~uired by le.w to po.u a satrs . o ory examination over 
the bruohea ordi1:1arUy taught in the OOJI:IlltOtl aohoolt. 
Applioan'bl tor the .~~o~~ 1r~e are exuined . in tJ.l the 
bta.noheus of the third gr1\di an(] «Htrtlain additional 
branob•a• fhoee 11\pplying for the f1rat ,il'ade lhall past 
in all S'UbjGtOtl Of $tOOlld and thitt'! giadeta, and in higher 
btanohea a• algebra and gecm~etry. 

fht: repor-ts indicate that some ot th• any cerot1t:ioates i1111ued would 

rep,l'eaent a. very low sti!IXl<iard of qualitioation. this had a tendency to 

place many in the teaching ti•ld who wore inoompetent. 

The 'Vf4l ue of a ~ualU'ied t«~~&OhE!lr na not •pprooiated • e.nd the poorly 

qua.U,tied were in d.eamd, as :they oould be aeoured tor lees ~·IJ!:••• ln this 

way the pow tee.oher hinder1Jd progre111a in ~uoation, 

J b I fl$! ::t J 

18 ............... 1.1. . llf ~ 
INJ,N..UOW, !E.·~·, P• u. 

' Italics b;y author. 
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The following is a copy of the teacher's certificate used in 

It is hereby certified that ••••••··••••••·• h~s 
been. eDmined. i:n all the brcanahn required to be taug.'ltt 
in the common sohools, and in other branches, and ha.ving 
furnished satisfactory evid$noe of good moral ••• 
grade certificate tor the County of Franklin, State o£ 
Xansae. 

lt'his Ofl"titioa:te shall be ve.U.d £or ..... JnQ:tl.thBr un­
leu sooner revoked. 

The following is .... per oent of' standards in the 
eeveral branohes under consideration• Orthoepy •••••• 
Orthography • • ".. Reading •• • ~ • l'e:n.m.e.nship • • • • • Gt9og ... 
raphy ••••• .ll$lil.U.l Ari thmetio , •••• Eng.lish ••• •. 
Grammar· ••••• Written Arithmetic * •• •• Physiology and 
Hygiene •• , ••. Map l)rmng ••••• Vooal Music ••••• 
United States History ••• .- Theory and Practice •• • •. 

Dated at···•••••••••••• this •••••••• day of •·••• 187 •••• 

........... if ., ...... ., •• ................ ,_ ..... .. BOARD OF 
COUt~TY 
EXAMINERS 
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The county oerti f'ieates were valid only in the county in which they 

were issued, 

State Diplomas 

The State Board of Educ&.tion, which was formed in 1877 J consisted 

of the :following met1berea the State Superintendent of Pu'blio lnatruotion, 

the Ohanoellor of the State University, the President of the Agrioulture 

College, and the principals of the Emporia and Leavenworth No~l Sohoola.14 

1$ Allen B. Lemmon,., in Xan111ae Sohool Law of 1877, O.o. w. Martin, 
State Pl'intw. topeka, lm11uaa,; P• '!1. ---

14 ~o. oit. ---
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This board was authorized and empowered to issue state diplomas to suoh 

professional toaohers as might be found, upon ori tioal examination 1 to 

poesess the requieite $Oholarship and culture, and who might also exhibit 

eatistaotory evidenoe of' moral character, It was also necessary that tile 

applicant have two years' experience in the state. 

State Oertifioates 

The State Board ot Education also issued state oertitioates of 

high qualifioe.tiOlB to fue teaohers who posseued good moral cha.re.oter, 

ability to teach. and skill to govern children. Thie certificate was of 

two grades t one tot' three years and om fbr £:1 ve years. These oerti fioates 

were good in uy county or town in the state. 

Applicants tor Teaohars' Certificates 
in 1695 

The State Board ot Eduoa.t:ton held a meeting on :Ma.roh 21,1695, t!llld 

granted the following oertifioa.tes,15 

Six first-grade oertifioa.tes, fifty-eight second­
grade oertifioa.tes, a.nd thirty-three third ... grade cer­
ti fioa:tes • 

There were eighty-eight who failed to pan the examinations, making 

the total number of applicant• two hundred twenty•one. 

Franklin County employed 103 teachers in 1895t of this number one held 

a etate otrtitioe.te, twentY""one held first .. gra.de oertitiot.tea, fifty-two held 

etocnd•cr.ae oertifioates, and thirty-three held third-grade certifioates.16 

1& llldm.Und. Stanley, Tenth Biennial Re~ort o 1.' the Su:pt'trintendent ot 
Public Inetruotion. State :Printer, ( 1l!J9'!)'~" i: !!~. - -

16 Ibid. -

~·. 
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Very little was done to r~he th., st111.nde.rd of oertifio111.tion tmtil 

1903 when the "professional" oertifio111.te was introduot~~d. In Ulll!l the 

third ... gra.de oertifioe.tes were discontinued rand by leghlativt &ot or 1917 

the county exrun.inlll.ticn we.e eliminated. 

Certifioates17 of' Fr$.llklin Oounty• 
in 1936 

WellsVille 

Williamsburg 

Princeton 

Pomona 

Richmond 

Rantoul 

.A.ppe.nooee 

Third-Olaaa Oitiee 

9 Life Oertifio~tes 
2 Three Year Life Certitioates 
l Three Year Sta.te 

5 Life Certifioatea 
1 Three Year State 
1 First Gradt County 

9 Lite Certif'ioates 
2 N orme.l Tr~inlll.f£ 

5 Life Certificates 
2 Three Ye~r 8"-t• 

9 Life Certifio~tes 
l Fir at Grade Cow ty 

6 Life Oertifiolll.tea 
1 Tbree Year Li f'e 
2 Three Year State 

4 Life Certifioatee 
2 'J:hrcua Year State 

2 tif'e Certificates 
1 three Year State 
1 Three Yelll.r Life 



Certificates of One and Two Teacher Schools 

14 Life Certificates 

14 Normal Trtining 

19 First Grade County 

t Second Grade Oo~m.ty 

l Three Year Lift 

63 

The leg:ts.laturel8 ot 1937 paned an act which red:uoed the number 

ot oel'iiUy~g agenoiEUI authoriaed to iuue teaohers' certificates &om 

197 te 4; namely the State Board of Education and the three teachers• 

oollegea. ~he tee.ohere' oollege:a,1will continue to iasue the 11a:mt kind of 

oertiticultet they have iuued durk@( the paGt tever!M yee.ra. The etate 

normal training <HN"ti fi<on1.tes are issued e.s formerly. After July 1 1 1937 • 

certii'ioe.tee formerly iteued by the oounty e~erintendent will be issued 

by the State BoiU"d oi' Education. 
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ORAP'rE.R VIII 

SECONDARY AID OOLLEGJ:AtE EDOOATiaT 

(llilOEP!t RUl'tAL HIGH SCHOOLS) 

The msaion aohoola i'or the Indiana :mArked the beginning of the edu .. 

oatio:nal tylllttm in frouklin Oounty. When tb.e white aettle:rs began to ea ... 

t..blish homee they beoa.me interested in the education of' their ohildr;en., In 

the summ.er ,of 1685 the First Territorial Legblature paued a law providing 

tor the establishment ot the ocnmn.on schools and thus laid the foundation o£ 

the pu'blie aohool s;yetem., Before the public eupport oame, oooaoription 

eohoola were pn-rld.ed for by the parents by paying a oertailt u.ount per month 

tor tach pupil. Common public tohoola were eatablilllhed ea:rly in Centropolis, 

Rantoul, O'btawa" Wellsville, W11liama:burgj Pomon.a., Prinoeton; and Richmond, 

The early •ettlera were widely scattered• mald.ng the dangers during the raids 

l!U'ld warfare to great that oouatry sohoola were an i:mpouibility during the 

Territorial Da.ya.1 

When. Territorial condition• beo~UnG settled the legislature turned its 

attention to education and in 1869 pasaed $. eet of school laws which have 

served s1nee as the basis of the Franklin County school aystem. A fevr die• 

t:riota were orge.ni zed and school houe ee were built 'While Kansas was still a 

Territory; but very little was accomplished until the Civil 'War was over end 

1 A. T• An.dret~~.a, "Franklin Oounty," in 1J;1etorz !!.£ Ka.nsae, R .. :a. Don­
nel:r and Sma 1 Chicago • Vo.l. I, p .. e:oa. 



peaee waa reetored~ In eome oommunitiea the people gathered and built 

thei.r. s.lhoel h0U8es before they organised their dit~iot~ l\lany o£ the 

early school houns were built o:t: loge wi. th dirt f'l oor s" 

The older boys end girls ulllutlllly did not s.ttend more than the minimum 

term of three 1110nth• as they were needed to work t.t home. The term waa 

held longer for the younger oh:tl d.ren.. The children did not grad:ut.te in the 

early aohoola but eonthlued unt:tl they were ready to quit. I Some attended 

until ihey Yere tw.nty-ont ye.u-s of e.ge., There was no high eohool in 

Franklin County until lS73J heace tn of the ohi.ld.rel1 reoei ved more than -. 

ooJillti.On eehool educa.tioo. 

Lemmon haa the following to say about educational opportunity for boy1 

and girla 'Who hAd f.inhhtd the eomnon sohoolau3 

Our oommoa aohooll do not now :f'urnith that ole.aa 
of naturally inquisitive youth from 14 to 16 years, any­
thing like adequate opportunity. Very fw teaohera are 
qualified to give the needed. inatruotion •• , OUr oity 
gtadei sehooll atten~.pt to meet the felt noe<l,. in what 
ue dominated high aohools. A crowded condition of the 
lewa.r gl'adea in nearly all of our oity eahooh ooapels 
tho too rapid f.dvanoe o £the pupillll so that the high.er 
grades a.re pushed out with beat only -. grammar school 
education. • • .. In moat casu the city or village does 
not provide for the ohildrf.tn from outside the district • • , 
A false theory prenila that only those of the proi"e1uiona 
need higher eduoationJ that farming requires very little 
brain• e.n.d leas learning. A ocncludon is aomehow reaohetd 
that farnttrs' ohildron are to be farmtl"& and the public e.f­
fa.irs are to be :uumaged by townspoopleJ and that the leuned 
oonatitute a. 8UJUn1.or oaate. 

2 Andreas, loo. oit • 
. --

··~ 



'rh" 1tUititutiona of secondary Md highet< eduoe.tion 'Will be dis .. 

cuued in the order of their establishment. 

Ottawa University 

' 

86 

vertd.ty and ·the Otte.we. ~Indiana. !Roger Willieuni'·,,Universitywalll a. school 

founded 'by ~'bhe white Baptists of Jtanea.s in 1eeo. !he ottawa Xndi$1ls were 

a tribe taught,,'b1 ·the· Bttptidlts at Oary Statioo., ~~pigan, as early fUJ 16!.3. 
I• 

The tribe settled near ottawa in 1837 arid beosme interested in eduoation 

undor~ the guidtnee o £ Rev. Jotha:m. Meeker and his suooeuor, J. T. Jonefll, 

who was en eduee:'bed. Indian • 

At the first general meeting or the h.nsas Baptists, J. T. Jonu and 

Rev• I. S. lCillooh,, • truttee of Roger ~illie.:m.t University, were entertained 

by Rev. And•rson, putor of the First Baptist Church of Atchison. At th::ll 

time J,. T. Jone·s 1uggested that a sohool be tstablished. at Ottlwt. for the 

Indians and ··whites. The suggestia:l. was aoeepted. In 1862 a treaty was made 

with the United &tatl!fl• government, -.nd six hundred. i'orty a.ores. were ael•ottd 
~ ,..,_ . 

aa a. site tor Ottawa 'Which. was ooenl with the ottawa UniTer1ity,. whieh took 1he 

place of Roger William• Unive:raity. 

Ow:lng to disturbed conditione of the war; the 11ohool did not get atuted 

until 1866. It was held in a building down town Ul:ltil l86BJ then it w&.s 

suspended d.U$ to financial conditione until the next yefA.X' when the Sclenoe Hall 

wam o ompleted. 

4 The Ott~n, published by the Junior Class of OttAwa University, 
Ottawa, K'msG\s', UMi, PP• 9 ... 13., 

I ,, 
I. 
I 
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On the fi.fth of January. 1674.; the building was burned and wt.s not 

insured. The oithens .of' Ottawa, under the direotion of Rev. Atkinson 

rsptdred the building.5 School ns maintained down town while repai:re wore 

In 1883 Prof. M. L. Ward came from the State Agrioul ture Oollegt and 

spent hi a first year with thre~ :obrjeotivu in vitwa .(1) te organin the 

11ohool so that it. wouU dettu:•ve the patronage Gt the Ba.ptiet people of Kantn.IIIJ 

(2) to secure .from. .the .gevernment the patent .to the IUIOtion of bnd south of 

town which .belonged to the uni ve:rd tyi ( 3) to make this land pro duo tive. 

From 1983 the aahool began to grow and oontinued to g:rO'If during th.:~~ twenty-

two yt~tara o:t' fl.ervice Dr. W~rd gave the sohool • 

. In 1909 the General Eduoatione.l Board f.lf 'New !ork6 reoognhed only 

thr~ut ct the· tourtee den&minatione.l oolleges or the sta.teJ one of thue w•u• 

Ottawa. liniverei ty. 

Ot:\ie..wa t,Jniverdty bas continued to oper$.ttt and has offered work in 

several departm.ent• of a quality that is aooepted in &11 colleges and wi• 

versi ties of th• Uni tsd Statell ~ ~able I on pe.g• 68 thowt the development or 

the un:iversi ty from 1860 to 1937 ., 

8 Sam.utl v. LePage A Short History of Ottawa _Un_i_v_e_rs_i_t .... y, publiehed '- . ----
in 1929,. P• as. 

6 %bid, -. 

,' "~ 

,1 
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TABLE ·1: 

TABU! ••• : COMPARA.TIVE STUDY OP THl'l! ENROLLm":NT IN 7 OTTA\'IA 
UNIVERSITY.lSS0-1927 

Cf.) il 0 ~ 
~ I ~ l',.)l!'i ~ ""' I 

0 
H 9 ;~ 

H 

~ 
H 

~ ~~ ~ s til 

~ ~ ~· ~. 1&1 8 ~ .. 
1819~1880 77 .. 

. . 

1890-1891 l96 83 67 279 12 267 
' 

1900-1901 133 7 lll 217 112 56 l4G 784 181 603 

1910-1911 63 82 207 148 490 158 332 

1920-1921 60 2158 237 545 109 436 

1936 ... 1957 241 

Read !able thus a In 1879 there were 77 stutlen·hs enrolled in Ottawa 
. Un1.ver$i ty. Read in like manner for other years. 

Ottawa Un:i verd ty Aoademy 

Ao<1ording to Dr~ W~ :a. Wilson1* Ottawa University Academy had its 

beginning in 1869-, !l'his sohool was maintained by tuition until 1925 aa a 

preparatory school to Ottawa University. Instruotion in the academy was dis .. 

continued i:ri 1925 when th~ public high eohool- had developed suffioiently to 

7 
S&.XnUel ~~~ Lf.'Page~ in ! Short f!i.•.torz 2£ Ottawa l]p.iversi~U, published 

1n 1929, P• a. . · · · · 
• D:r. Wilson graduated :t'rcrn Ottawa University in 1903 and ha.s 'be&n 

olosely oomeoted with thfll institution sino& -that 'birr:e. He is an instructor 
in the University at present and i11 ~Serving his thirty-third year in that oa.­
paoity,. In en 1nterviawith Dr'!' Wil1on on November 30;, 1937# he stated that 
Ottawa University could hardly be oonddered a seoondary iohool before 1869, 
but rather an elementary one. Dr~ Wil1on dso stated that the university beg 
to of' fer instruction on a. o ollege level in 1673'!" The .first graduating olaas 
was :1n 1886. Dr. Wil1on plo.ns to write a history of Ottawa. University~ 
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afford free preparatory tnetruction, 

OttAwa High School 0 

The first high lohool work to be offered in the public schools of 

Franklin County na at Ottawa on Me.roh 15_. 18731 * in the Oentral Building 

whioh h•d j\\at been completed on the present dte of the Junior High School 

Building a.t a eost of t3o,ooo.oo, which wau m.et b:;r the sale oi' bonde. 

William 'Wheeler, who served u superintendent a.t that time at a salary of 

tl,ooo.oo, dr~ up the course of ttudy for this two-year oourae. There 

wel'e eleven 'beaohers employed and 692 students enrolled during the year Of 

1873 and 1874 in the eleven grades. In 1877 the third year- of high school 

was offered under the lfl'lll.e principal, There eeemed to be a demand tor the 

advanced work as the enrollment wu increased trom fif'ty to a hundred upon 

eaoh t.ddi tion of a higher oourse. The feur ... year oourru• was not added until .. 
1904 when J. Ad.a.m& was superintendent at a ea.lary of t1,200.00~ During the 

year 1904 e.nd 1906 there were 36 teachers employed and the enrollment was 

1634 in tne twelve grades. The Ottawa Public Sohoola have made a cons11tent 

gr-owth from. 1664t with two teaohers aud 100 pupils, to 1937, with 2525 stu­

dents and 71 teaohere, exolusive of the superintendent and high and junior 

high tohool prim ipals. 

The .following table shows the growth and development of the Otta:wa 

sohools9 from 1873 to 1937. 

e Forty-Sixth Annual Report of the Board of' Eduoation, Ottawa, ltanau, 
N .P., 1914 111 P• 24. 

9 Ibid., 1 P• 26. -
• Pomona maintained a paid academy from 1872 to 1877, with an enroll· 

men t of about 100, but after investigation the writer believes the work was 
below the high aohool level. Ottawa Univerlity uintained an a.oademy from 
1869 to 1925 u e. preparatory IIOhool to Ottawa University, · 
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OTTAWA RIG!! SCHOOL lO St.ATISfiCS:. 1873-1937 

- ~-- --~--- ~-- ------ -- -- --------- ----- -- ---------------- ---- -- -------- -- ~ --- -

Enrollment total 
Grades and Total Amount for !otal High School 

Date Supt.- ~alary High Sehool -teachers Instruotim Expense Enrollment Principal ~aJ.ary 

-- -- < 

1873 w. Wheeler 1000 692 11 w. l'Tnee-ler 1000 

18T7 w. Wheeler 900 191 11 4 .. 230 8,414 W. Wheeler 900 
1881 W. Wheeler 1100 '120 15 6_.575 9,.035 51 1'T.. Wheel .. 1100 

1881 G. Harvey 1300 1627 24 11#240 15,127 61 G .. I. Earvey 1300 

1894 F. P. Smith 1400 1653 28 13,.016 18,425 110 F.P. Smith 1400 
1900 W. H .. Olin 1200 1189 35 15.0S3 29,_391 194 w.n. Olin 1200 

190-4 J. H .. Ad~ 1250 1854 36 14,.688 246 J.H. Adams 1250 
1:90'7 A. L. Bell 1500 1368 35 14_.815 238 :R .. E. Gowans 765 

191Z A,. L. Bell 1700 16M 38 21,_879 26,_280 265 R.E.. Gcnrens 1260 

1916 A. L. Bell 2000 1854 44 
-- 28.017 70.._624 330 R.E. Gewtms 1700 

1920 A. F. Senter 2500 2073 54 54#324 119,.318 411 :i.E. Gowans 1800 

1930 A. F. Senter 2245 67 87,_410 130,561 430 R.E. Gowans 

1931 G. H. Karahall MOO 2525 71 99.486 224.082 514 R.E. Gow.ms 2754 

-- - --------~--

Read Table thus: In 1873 Mr .. W. Wheeler was superintendent of schoolss his salary was $1000.00 per 
year; the total enrollment was 692; tmd 11 teachers were employed. 

10 Compiled from the- Twenty-Eighth Biennial Reports and Records of County Superintendent. 

---3 
0 
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In the early l:d.itO:rY: of Kaneas the oounty euperintend111nt• a ret~orts 

seem. to be o<ultidered of little value. The oomplete record• of.' the 

Ottawa lrigh School are not availables 1n faot. the oounty superintendent•• 

reports shovr practically nothing, and. the reports of' the 111tat• supll!lr:Ln• 

tendent and the Otte.wa High School office reoorda arE~ incomplete. A d.eti­

ni te high sohoal oourst has been offered since 1873.- and the State Uniform 

Oourse of study wa.a adopted 1n 1907. This oourse oovered a period of four 

years of thirty .. six weeks each1 .ud the recitation periods were to be not 

leas than forty minu'tles eaoh. 

The Ottawa School has experi&noed a continuous growth from 1873 with 

an enrollment of 692 pupils and eleven teaohera employed to 1936 when the 

enrollment was 2525 pupils and 71 tEiaohers were employed. It cannot be uid 

that Ottawa High Sohool hal!l rea.ohed ita peak of development e.s each yee.r 

ehows a larger enrollment than the year p:rovioue. 

Well.aville liigh Sohoolll 

The second sohool in the county to offer high school work was Wells­

ville 
1 

when a three-J~ee.r oourse was offered in 1887. The aohool was held in 

a building an Main Stre•t which was built in 1873 at a cos·t of t2,100.00. 

The oourse o£ etudy et'tered in the thrt;te-Yl'ar high sehool was as t'ollowsa 

bookkeeping, reading, higher e.rithm.otio, civil governmmt, English analysis. 

rhetorie, physical geography, physioG, etymology, general hiltory, dtol«ma• 

tion, and oompodtian. In 1904 the four-year oouru wa.1 adde:~d, and in 1911 
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normal t:raining and domestic soienoe departmen te were added. In l9l4 the 

present building we.a built at a oost of' $26;000.00. The Welhville J:!i&h 

Sohool has r~~.toeived a ole.ss 11A" rating; for the year 1937 and 1938. The 

following tab.le shows the growth and development of the Wellsville High 

8ohool :£'rom 190~ to 1937. 

"i 
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TP.BLE II! 

WELLSVILLE HlGH SCHOOL STATIS'l'ICs12 

.~. 

Expenditure 
Hfgh Sohool High School ·and 

Date Superintend en Salary 'leaohera Enroll:m.11111 t Grade 

1902 llh lh Albaugh 520 l 40 840. 
1905 E.. B. Albaugh $20 1 24 1,965 
1904 o. A. Jaeobua 52.0 l 30 2,680 
1906 c .• A. Je.oobua $00 1 35 2,370 
1906 c. A,. Jae0'bua 650 l 38 2,793 
1907 J .. w. :Roberta 640 1 40 2,515 
1908 B. W,. r>a!ly 660 2 40 2,998 
1909 B. W. Daily 720 2 26 3,934 
1910 B. W. Daily '720 2 47 3,762 
1911 B. w·., Daily 900 2 52 3,811 
1912 B. w. Daily 1000 4 76 5,437 
1913 B. W. Ddly 1000 4 91 6,456 
1914 w. M. Cannon 1000 4 97 6,574 
1916 W" H. Cannon 900 5 
1916 w. Er. ··:oMnon 6 
1917 W" l:I, Cannon 1080 5 8 11 892 
1918 w. H. Cannon 1300 e 10,551 
1919 0- L. Thomas 1500 6 10,913 
1920 0 "' L .• Thoma.a 1650 7 19.656 
1921 F. M. McOaley '2500 7 19,321 
1922 F., M. :MoOa.ley 2500 7 142 16,525 
1923 F. M. MoOaley 2600 '7 144 
1924 F. M. MoOaley 2500 8 123 21,497 
1925 W. J. Ho·over 8 122 
192$ w. J. Koover 2000 8 110 22,334 
1927 w~ J. Roonr 2100 8 122 22;106 
1928 W t J • !OOVt!IX' noo 8 111 22,738 
:).929 Wt J. Hoover 2100 8 123 22,555 
1930 W ~ J ~ Hoover 2100 8 100 23,124 
1931 T t R~ Palmquist 2000 8 94 22,681 
1932 1'. R. Pe.lmquist 2200 8 104 22,073 
1933 T. :R, Palmquist 1800 8 130 19,941 
1934 T. R. Pe.lmquht 1260 8 100 16,.843 
1935 T. R. 'Pfll:mquist 1260 7 ll·3 16,151 
1936 T. R. Pe:lmquht 1740 a 131 16,834 
1937 T. R. Palmquist 1740 a 125 26,616 

R~e.d Tabl& thus a In 1902 E. B. Albaugh wu superintendent of' sohoolsJ 
h:ts eab.ry w~u1 ts2o.oo, on• tea.ohl!lr waf'l llllmployedJ the enrollment was 40J 
and the total expenditure was ta4o.oo. 

l2 Compiled from Records of tho County Superintend.en. t. 

+ Statistics prtvioue to 1902 are not available. 
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The peak of developmEm.t in the WellsvHle High Sohool seemB to ha.ve 

been reached in 1922 when the superintendent• a~ nla.ry was $2500.oo. seven 

teaohera ~re employed, 142 students were enrolled; and $18;000 wt~~.s spent 

tor all purposu.. Wellnille h-.a a le.rger territory tx>om whioh to draw 

than do th.e other two sm.a.ll oity high sohoole, na:mely,. Princeton a.nd Lane. 

Princeton High Sohoo113 

The earliea'b history of. the Princeton High Sohool is not available, 

but after several interviews: it is believed that the high school work wu 

not offered until a. short time before 1902 1 which is the oldest reoo:rd tha.t 

shows the enrollment of the grades and high sohool :sept~~.:ra.te. ln 1902 a. two ... 

year eourat wu nuA.intdned with w., o. Stein as prinoipalt snd the enrollmwt 

1: wr ten .students. A three ... yea.r oourae was offered in 1913 and the full 

feu:r .. yee.r course 'W'$.tl given in 1916 with :Miss Flora Morris as principal and 

teacher at, a. salary of' t675,00. The enrollment in 1918 wa.s seventeen pupils. ,, 

The high sohool14 wu :f1rst held in. the two•story briok bu:llding whioh was 

built on the present location in 1878. In 1913 the old building was replao•d 

by a nw b:riok atruoture whioh bed an addition made to it in 1926 in the 

form of a gymne.dum and olasarooms at e. co!Jt of t35 .ooo .. oo. The following 

table shows the growth and development of the Princeton High School from 

1902 'bo 19:57, 

13 Records ot the aounty euptrintemdtnt, 

14 Interview with Mra. Edith Waddl• on July 30• 19~7. :Mrs. Waddle 
tflug:ht 1n the lS'r1noeton Grad.t Sohool in 1sao. 
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TABLE IV 

PRINCETON HIGH SCHOOL S'l'.ATISTIOS15 

High Sohool F!igh Sohool 
Expenditure 

High Sohool and 
Date Superintendent Salary 'l'ee.ohera :&:nrollm.ent Grade 

1902 W., Ow S'\lt11tn 480 1 10 1,2oo• 
1903 L• E, Rathbun 400 l 1 8'10 
1904 L .. , 1.- ie.thbun 440 l 6 1,177 
1905 L. J. Bt.thbun 480 1 9 878 
1,906 He1q Bell 400 1 l2 769 
1907 w. J. Betta 480 l f) 1,061 
1908 Jan ett• MP.Par 480 1 3 9VS 
1909 Je.nette Mahar 560 1 16 1,286 
1.910 Nellie Thomp$0n 584 l ll 1,079 
1911 w. Hill, 675 1 2 1,167 
1912 A:v:._ lOr1'iiiJ 640 1 5 , l,€198 
1913 Ava Morrie 6715 1 a . 1,940 
1914 .A!axu., Rcwle.nd 560 1 13, 
191$ Fl or ~a Jlo:rxois 675 1 17' 
1917 L. W. Bampah1re 900 2 26 4,603 
1918 a. o. Allexaan 1000 2 41 4,017 
1919 H. 0. AllelllJ.U 1050 I 36 5.348 
1920 H., O. AlletlWl 1450 3 32 9/769 
1921 G, A. Weakley 1700 3 36 11,479 
1922 G,. A. Weakley 2000 3 53 11,215 
1923 G. A. Weakley 2250 3 40 9,000 
1924 G. A. We~ey 2500 3 56 9,208 
1925 G. A. Weakley 3 52 
1926 John Frenoie 1890 3 48 10,000 
1927 John. Francis 1980 3 52 7,682 
1928 v. s. Bunt 1800 3 49 9,797 
1929 v. s. Hunt 1890 3 56 9/165 
1930 G. A,. !fW'ell 2250 4 54 11,510 
1931 G, A. T.well 28~0 4 j 49 12,101 
1952 G. A,. Taell 2600 4 52 12,149 
1933 G. A. !ewell 1766 4 61 12,601 
1'934 G,. A,. Tewell 1600 4 48 10,671 
1935 N,. Baldridge 1350 4 63 28,708 
1~36 N" Baldridge 1440 4 58 8,326 
1937 N 11 Baldrid.le 1600 4 4:9 8,452 

Re-.d. Table thuu In 1902 w. o. Steen wae superintendent or aohoolas hi1 
salary wae t480.00J one teac~er waa .,loyed.J the h1gh aohool enrollment 
we.s 101 and the tot&l expenditure wa1 1,200.00. 

15 Oompiled tro.rn Records of the Oounty Superintendent. 

• Statiatios previous to 1902 are not available. 
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The .first high eohool work to be offered at Lane .....a• 1n 1906 when 

three ttudcm. ta were tnN J.led in the one• year oour••. Mr. W. MoMullin was 

the first tee.oher and principal or the Lant High Sohool which was held in 

the preterit 'bu1ld:l.ng, built in 1872, The two-year courae wae added in 1908 

with e.n enrollmcmt ot nine stu.dente. In 1913 e. throe ... yEut.r courae n• added 

and in 1914 the tull tour•year course 'WI!l.S offered with o. R. Reytlolds u 

prinoipa.l, The enrollment 1n 1914 was thirteen student•'- The following, 

table showe the growth and· development of' the Lme High School from 1905 

to 1937 * 

16 !eoord1 ot the Ooun:ey Superintendent. 
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TABLE V 

WE I:t!GH SCHOOL STATISTIOS17 

Number of Expenditure 
High School High Sohool High School and 

Date Supe;rinttnd«nt Salar'y Teachers Enroll.me;nt Grade 

1905 w •• ,~llin 
1906 W. llofM.Un 
1907 1. s. Welten 
1908 I" S. W!!lton. 
1909 lArena Sh&.w.le 
1910 Lclraa Shaale 
1911 Lortna Shdle 
1912 o. Et, ieynold.e 
191! c •. a. Reynold• 
l9l<i C • R. Reynoldl 
1916 
1916 
1917 w .. E. W:Pen 
1918 w. IlLt wren 
1919 Gao. bohbun 
1920 J. Lightbody 
1921 O, J. Jacob 
1922 0, J. Jaoob 
1923 F. H. Oluk 
1924 F • H. Clark 
1925 l'll. :M. lloOue 
1926 E. M. MQOue 
1927 m. M, HoOue 
1928 P. E. Sperry 
1929 P. E. Sperry 
1930 P. E. Sperry 
1931 p, I. Sparry 
1932 G, E. Truby 
1933 G. E.. Truby 
1934 G .• E. Truby 
1936 G.. E. Truby 
1936 G. E. Truby 
1937 a. E. Truby 

480 
660 
620 
sao. 
5$0 
640 
640 
&40 
800 
900 

1050 
1060 
1440 
1500 
200.0 
2125 
2125 
2200 

2000 
2000 
22ti0 
2250 
2340 
~:540 

"18.15·0 
l6i80 
1200 
1275 
1700 
1700 

l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4· 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

$ 
3 
4 
9 
9 

15 
5 

16 
U: 
27 

31 
~6 
58 
41 

51 
61 
51 
47 
60 
28 
46 
38 
3& 
3S 
40 
52 
66 
67 
tiS 
53 
48 

l ,430* 
1,259 
1,44:2 
1,682 
1,522 
1,654 
1,na 
1,987 
3.f048 

4,600 
4,500 
8;093 

12jl61.80 

11,469 

11,260 
11,546 
12,461 
10,704 
11,129 
12.03$ 
10,748 

9,597 
9,627 
8,044 

10,230 
9,373 

77 

Read Table thuas In 1905 Mr. w. MeMullin was eup$X"intendent of IJOhoolS.J 
his salary was $480.00J one teacher was e:mployedJ the high IIIOhool enroll· 
ment was 3J the total expenditure was $1430. 

17 Compiled :f.'rom. tM: Reoorda of the County Superintendent. 

' Previous atatietios not available. 
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What •Y be aaid. or the Lane 111gh School b t.lao true o:f' the 

Princeton E'igh Sohool. Those aohoole both have ama.U diatriota and ar'e 

netu" nt11£bbof'inl high sohool diltr'ictm which are cr&anhed under the: 

Sural Bigb lohool Law.. Both J?rinoeton ant! t.n• e.leo have lCi\1 valuation• 

in their d.iatriota, mt.kili, it necuuuiii.J"Y' to operate unde:r t. OUf'tail-.d bud&• 

e't. loYertheltn, then nheola ha"V'e provided high lr<a.de 1natruotim and 

have ae:ned their •oa.un5. tiel in an ef:f'iotent mcn4U"• 'l'hfttre haw been 

only ell~t o~•• in th• ~nrollmc t and adltdnittrat:tan or these aohocla 

durins; t;he.lat!Jt t.t yeare, ~nd in all probability V,t'l!y: little ohmg.t will 

be .xpe:riellee4 1n 1\he .tUtur• u fer aa ..-ollment $J'ld general prouam. 
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CE'AP'l:ER IX 

ESTABLISHMENT OF' THE RURAL H!GE: SCHOOLS 

lural high school organia:ation ms authoriled by the legislature 

of 1915 to meet the need ibr high sohool instruction in the rural oomuni­

tiee •1 .According to Wooster the law whi¢h gave authority to establish 

rural high schools r~t.ds as follow.\!112 

Section 93~7 or the General Statutes of 1916 is hereby 
~ded so as to read as followst The legal electors 
redding in territory containing not leas than sixteen 
aq~e miles and comprising one or more townships or 
pa~ta thereof thall have il!le authority to for.m. a rure.l 
hie;h school district, whose boundal'iea shall have bean 
pl'ov1ded. by the oounty auperintendent o:t publio inatru~-· 
ti()n of each Gowty in whioh $.ny part of auoh proposed 
district ~:~hall be looated, or by the State Superintend- ·· 
e:nt of hbl:to ·xnatt-uotion in Ofil.se the oounty auperin· 
tendenta fail to agree. on the approval of the boundarieJ 
of the proposed. district, and to establish; locate. and 
ms.:tntain therein a rure.l high llohool u hereinafter p:ro­
rldecil. (Law 1917, chap. 284 1 eee. 1.) 

By 1917 it wa. evident that enthusiasm and local ~bition would lead 

communities without sufficient nluation to org~i.ze rural high aohool d:te­

triets. The Legislature of 1917 paned legislation forbidding the organiza ... 

ticn of e. territory into a rural high aohool diatriot unleu the val\lAtion 

was $2~000 1000 or 100re.3 Sinoe that t1Ill$ ievsral rural hir)l. schools have 

1 George Allen, in b'entY:}!lie;!lth Biennial Report of State sueerin-
tendent of Publ:to Instruotion, JUne 30, '!911. pp~ 14-15.- · ........... __ _ 

l Lorraine Elizabeth Wooster, "Ru.ra.l High S.ohoolsff :ln Schoo~ !!!! 2!. 
Kansas, l9Hl·20# printed a.t Topeka, State I':r:tnter1 P• 171, 

3 Allen, .2E,• . .!!!• , p • 14. 



., 

so 
organhed with high valuations. 

First Rurll\1 High School 

Peoria l'h.tral High School was the first rural high school to be ea ... 
' . 

~blished in Franklin Oouni>Y• the sohool wu orge.ni&ed in 1916 with en 

erirolllnm'b of' ten in the two years offered.. )(iss Odena. Th\lrlnl!ln was the 

ti:r:-st principal with a n.lary of $600 tor the nine 'months term.. The 
' ' 

etatistioe of the school fl!om 1916 to 193'7 are shown in the following table. 

TABLE VI 

PEORIA RURAL HlGH SCHOOL STATISTlOS4 

-
Prinoipa.l' s No. of Total 

Year Principal Salary Teacher a• .Enrollment Expenditure 

1917 Oden!l ThUX'lJlAn GOO 1 lO 
l9lS Odena i'h~ 610 l 12 1000 
1919 'W.ss Toy 1 3 
1920 Xrs, O<aena Detwiler 1075 l a 
1921 Mrs. Od.ena Detwiler 1125 1 I 
1922 Mrs, Odena Detwile:r 900 l e 
1923 Bldith ltibbe 1 4 
1924 No School 
1925 teah~ 1 a 
1926 Leah :tn.me,n 1 '7 
1927 Fred s,ymour l 4 
l92S lo Sohool 
1929 NQ School 
1930 No Sohool 
1931 No School 
1932 Bodie llio'kelson 900 1 1 1067 
1933 !oae :M~,Ooy . 900 1 a 1074. 
1934 Beui e · Ql"Quoh '720 1 3 ·sa5 
1935 Helen :Stim.d 

• ill 

410 ~. 6 748 ·' 

1936 !elen Jon.d 720 
\ !'·'' 

l 5' 671 
1937 Belr&n Bond 720 1 4 840 

Roa.d Table thus • ln 1918 Od.ene. :rhu't'Dn v;a&.s prir.o i:p al J 1n.lary was $610 l one 
tea.ohcrr wae sployed.J enrollmen-t wa$ lOa and. total expe~nditu.re was $1000. 

4 Oom.pUed. from rtoorda of the oounty superintendent. 
41 Including the principal. 
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.A.oeording to Mrllt Ray Detwiler • • who as Odena Thurman was the first 

teaoher 11 the first high sobool work in that district was offered in the 

year 1916·17. two years of work is the most that has been offered. 

The Seoond Rural High School 

The second rural high sohool to be eetablished in Franklin County 

was tho Rantoul Rural Sigh School in 1916. Jlr. c. :a. OrosiS was the first 

p:rinoipa.l and Miu Alberta Anderson his assistant. The :records for the 

f'irst two years are incomplete. The following table ehows the growth and 

developmemt of the sohool from 1917 to 19371 

TABLE VII 
RANTOUL RURAL JUC!l SCHOOL STA1'IST!CS5 

Principal • s No. of Total 
Year Principal Salary tea.ohors* EProllment Expenditure 

1917 a. :s, Orou 1 6 
1918 c. :a. Crou 2600 2 20 
1919 q •.. :a. Oroet 2 29 
1920 w .~· ·w. .Boughton $ ', 26 
1921 &len Vohel'l~~Sll. 1600 3 .. 29 e,eee 
1922 Heltm Mohermc 3 42 
1923 w. ~~ Focht 8 42 
193,4 w. R. Fooht 2250 3 46 
1925 w. i.- Focht 3 4'1 
1926 w. R. Focht ~600 4 47 10,033 
1927 w. R:. Focht 2500 4 62 
1928 w. R .. Fooht 2600 4 59 9,044 
1929 H. fL. Willis 2000 4 61 ·13;050 
1930 H. B, Willis 2025 4 45 8,600 
1931 Cecil W&rd. 1900 4 16 7.505 
19~2 Cecil Ward 2000 4 40 7,678 
1933 Oeoil Ward 117$ 4 43 s.l43 
1934 CeoU W..rd 1270 4 46 4,818 
19:35 Ceoil Ward 1215 4 48 5,340 
1936 J, J. Greenlee 1250 4 41 5,666 
1937 J.. J. Greenlee 1350 ' 61 5,.712 
Read able thue T • In 1917 c. B .. Orou waa p rino1 a, p , one teacher wae em.--
ployed 1 and the enrolllnen t was 6 .. 

5 Loo. cit .• --* lnol~dee prtnoipal. 
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According to the records of the oounty aruperintendent the :f'irat 

high school work was offered in Diatriot 92 in 1902 with five pupils en• 

rolled in the first yta.r • The prinoipal and teacher was Grace Cornelius~ 

who received 1245,00 for th.e term. 

The tull tour .. yee.r oouree of high school work was of':f'ered in the 

Rantoul liigh School until 1918.. ~he prinoipal of the Rantoul Rural nigh 

S,ehool for th.e year 1918 ns o. B. Cross, .who ~eoeived ~ 1nale.ry of $2500,..00. 

In 1918 two tea.ob.ers were employed and. tJ:te enrollmm t wa.e 20. The peak of 

development seeJI18 to have beGn rea~hed: in 1927 wh$0. the enrollment was 62 

an.d the salary of the principal wAS t2soo.oo. 

the Third Rural High Sohool 

The third rural high school to be eeta.bliahed in the oounty was at 

Appllinooae in 1919. The tirat sohool was held in the Appanooae Baptist Ohuroh 

for the term. of 19113-19. W.as Odena Th~rms.n wa.• 'I;; he first pr:inoipd and 

teaoher with a salary of $1,215.00 :f'or the term of nine montha. ~elve pupils 

we:ra enrolled tor the first year. The first building, was e:reoted m 1919 on 

the preaen.t eite at a ooet or $12;600.00. The :f':Lrat $Ohool wa• held in thi8 

building tor the term of 1919 .. 20 with o. A. :arcmn as prinoipe.l. The first 

buil-ding burned in 1934 end waa replaced by the present briok struotlu'e at 

ta oost of $16 1000,00. The i'irat school wae held in the nn building in 1934-

:55 with W. lt. Binnlll &s principal. The following table ~Jhows the growth Qnd 

development of' the sohool from 1919 to 193'7. 
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TABLE VIII 

APPANOOSE RURAL HIGH SCHOOL STATlSTIOS6 

Prineipal's No. of Total 
Year Prmeipal Salary Tea.oheNI* Enrollment Expenditure 

1919 Odena. thurman 1215 l. l2 
1920 0 • A. Brown 1296 2 
1921 J. L. Sheart•r l!OO 2 14 9,702 
1922 J, 1. Shearer 1300 2 21 
1923 J. L • Shearer 2 27 
1924 J,. t. Sheerer- 2 27 
1925 A,. J. Gibson 2 25 
1926 H"' A<. Smith 2000 2 20 3,754 
1927 R. A. Smith 2000 2 24 3,987 
1926 J, A. Starr 2000 2 27 4;317 
1929 J. A~ Stur 2000 2 17 6,219 
19$0 V. E. Na•tin 2000 ·2 19 4,107 
1931 v, E. Maetin 2000 2 20 4,063 
1952 V. E. Mastin 2000 2 22 4.494 
1953 W. lit. Binns 1400 2 34 3,509 
1934 W. !. Binns 1306 5 47 4.81~ 
1935 w. R. Binne 1305 3 68 23,27 
1936 W. R. Iinne 1500 I 8() 6,366 
19!7 ~- a. l!!iMe 1600 4 86 9,126 

Rtta.d. Table thwu Xn 1920 c, A. Brown we.e principal• his aaluy waa 6U96J 
two teachers were employed• the enrollment was 14t and the total expemd1 ... 
ture ne t 9, 702. • 

. i The ateady growth of thie eohool !'rom 1933 to 1937 is attributed 

, : largely to t:raw.•po:rtati<lll facilities which have been i'u:rnished. There was 

no high aohool work offered in tile district until the rural high $thool wu 

organized .•. 
' ' 

">i 

The Fourth Rural High School 

1'he fourth rural high school to be Ol'JS8l.'l:1&ed waa at Richmond in 1919. 

6 Records, loc. dt. --
• Principal inQluded. 

I New building at ooet of tls,ooo •. 
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The first prinoipe.l was J .• t. Kelny, who reoe:lvod a ltulllaryot$1,720 tor 

the term of nine months. The enroll:ment i'o:r 'bhe first year we 51 pupils,. 

and four tee.ohers were employed. The rural high 1ohoo 1. building is • 

briok $t:ruetu.re which ns erected in 1919 a.t a ooet of $35 ,ooo •. The fol­

lowing table showa "the growth. l!llld. development of the Richmond Rm-al High 

Sehool :f'ro:m 1919 tt 1937.-

TABLE IX 

RICHMOND RURAL HIGH SCHOOL STATISTIOS7 

Prinoipe.l•s No. of Total 
Year :hmoipal Salary Tea.ohers• B.nrollment Experiditur• 

1920 J. L~ :tebq 1780 4 51 
1921 J;. L; Kelsey 1800 4 62 a.o73 
1922 Ira MeOo:rmel 4 42 
1923 I:ra YoConnel 4 53 
1924 Ira. MoOonnel 2210 4 60 5~376 
1925 Ira. MoConnel .: • 64 
1926 I:ra ll.teOormel 21500 ' 4 62 10,243 
1927 Ire. VeConnel 2600 4 70 9,419 
1928 Ira MoConn.el 2600 4 71 8,752 
1929 Ira McConnel 2600 6 70 10,570 
1930 W. C. Kalllpsohroeder 2000 5 73 10,962 
1931 . W. C. Kupaehroeder 2100 6 69 9.-072 
1932 w. c. Ke.m.psohroeder 2040 6 B4 10,83'7 
1933 W. C. Klll'mpsohroeder 1600 6 92 6j264 
1934 W, 0 • KQ),paohroeder 1200 6 1.2 6,656 
1935 w. C • :Kampsohroeder 1200 6 70 6,656 
1936 W. C • Ka:mpsohroed.r 1600 6 eo 6;667 
1937 C • vi. Baker 1400 15 63 6.,908 

Read Table thus: In 1920 J. L. Kelsey w1u11 'Prino1.palJ his salary waa $1720J 
4 teachers were employedl the IS:"'.rollment wa~;~ 60s and the total cixpenditure 
was not reported .• 

.Aooo:rdlng to Mr.e. ,E. Atchison the tirat high aohool work of'fered in 

Riohmond was a two•yeax' noW"st in 1894,. w1 th :M'l'. G. H. Ore.ne u prinoipe.l at 

7 :tteoorda, loo. o 1 t. --
; Principal tnoluded. 
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a salary of' 1620.00. Xhe third.-yea.r oourse was of':t'ered in 1904 with 

Mr. i. s. Whitlow as principal; end hi$ sdary was $676.,00 for the term. 

The enrollment tor that year was 15 pupils, e.nd the total expenditure was 

tl~S4e.oo.. !he fourth YGetr or high eohool was added in 1907 with 28 

pupils crolled. »r. w. w. Tholnpson wa.s the p:rin.<~ipa.l at a sdary of' · 

teoo.oo. Md the tot~l ~enditure tor the year was t2.ses.oo 

The ·fifth :Rurt.l High School 

'l'hct Pomona Rural High School was orpni.zed in 1919. The first prinot ... 

pal wu J. Ih Bo:rrer, who received a I!Uill4U'y of $1,467 .oo .for the term or 

nine months,. Thert werllt three teaohers employedJ the enrollment waa 38 pu• 

pils,. a:nd the tot-.l operating expense was $7 .aa7 .oo. The present briok 

· bu:l.ldh:l.g we..s erected in 1919 in time for the first term at a cost o:t' t35»000 • . 
The following table ahows th• dev~lopment of tht~t Pomona Rural High Sohool 

I 

£rom 1919 to 1937, 
' 
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U!LE X· .. · 

:POM<:'MA RURAL m:on SCHOOL STAT!SfiCSI 

Prin.eipal•a No. of -:rote.l 
Y<~~at Prinoi.pa.l Sdary !taohe:rt* !n:rolllMil t Exi>endi ture 

1920 J. a. :ao.N"w 1467 3 38 7,887 
1921 s. G. Cox 2000 s M 6.,478 
1922 s. a .. Oox 1000 4 tl:l 
1933 s. G. Otne: 4 · Sl 
1924 3. G. Oox 2000 4 69 7,291 
1926 s. (! .• 0~ ' 70 
1~2$ G,. A. Glerubming 2000 4 56 4,801 
1927 G. A. (l.f.mdenina; 2205 4 '71 6,.304 
1926 H. A. Smith 2100 6 71 lO,S5l 
1929 B. A. Smi 1:ih 2100 5 70 9,978 
1930 a. A. smtth 2150 e 86 10,726 
1911 a. J.. Smith 2150 $ 11 11~412 
1932 c. A. Dearadort 2000 G 82 10,163 
1935 e. A.· DeaNAort 1800 6 9tl 9,129 
19M o. A, Dearadort 13$0 6 68 7,928 
1985 t. w. Uyort 1575 a sa 1.;439 
l9S6 L. W. ~t"l 1400 6 71 8,30~ 
1937 L. Wio llf1Grc 1800 6 71 8,274 

R<!illl.d ~able thust In 1920 J. n. Borror ne pr1noipala the salary was tl467J 
three t~Jaohers were exnployedt the ent>ollJ:Mnt •• SSJ and. the total exp«!»'ldi• 
ture wae $71387 • 

A paid -.oademy with an enrollment of about me hundred etudenta waa 

l!W.illtained bylh 11. Swk&y from 1872 to 1$77 in the preeen t grade sohool 

builcling; wh1oh w.u erected in 1871 at a coat of tl21000 and :remodled in 

1884. Ot'lldua.ttt of thil ac.ua.d&m;y were &<Unit~ to the Ott-.wa t1n1veraity 

.AcM.enry.# Aoaordini to la's., Ethel Glenn Diolc, th• first high eohool work was 
•Pr r P t v ••• ro~••• 11$H" .-

• lncludta prtnoipal. 

f In an inteniw with John Parldnsm en .7uly 31, 19:57, he told ot 
having o.ttcde4 +.he Pomma aohoola hom 1872 to 1660, Aoaord.:i:ng to Mr. 
Pukinam the tohool wu only an e.osdan:y 1n nDle and o rtered 1tU!Jtruot1cn in 
tJu; first 1wven ~oradea. l!o attended the Ottawa Univerli.ty Aot.dcy in the 
fall or 1680 and. in 1&81 re'burned. to Pomont. to take work Ul:lder Proteno:r 
Dioklow, with who:m he btOt.M e&oqua1nted at ottawa Univerdty. 
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offered at Pomona in 1884 &nd wae a two ... yee.r course. :Mrs. Dick* was a 

mmnber of the olau of 1889; the i'iret gradue.ting olaae of Pomona High 

S.ohool. r.ttr. D:loklow was principal of' the t'iret high eehool. Xhe throe .. 

year oouree we.a offered in 1890 and the f'our .. ;year oouraef in 1915.. Mr. 

Stimmel was princip~Ll of the first three year high school and W. A. Viokers 

was principal when the fou:r ... ye!U" couruJ was added, In 1915 the pr inoipal t s 

salary was $7615.) the enrollment W&lll 20 pupils) two teachers were employedJ 

and the total ¢pe:re.t1ng expense waa $2.413. In l9S7 the fe.oulty and equip• 

ment .met the rlllquirtlm.emts for a class "An high aohool, but the build~g 

failed -t;o pa.u dJle to the poor phyeioal education facilities. 

Tht · Sixth Ru:ra.l :a1gh Sohool 

'l'h~ d:xth rural hie;h school wa.a orgeni.l&ed in 1921 with E. A. 'l'ho.maa 

as prinoipalt his saluy was t2~7oo.oo for the term of nine months. Five 

teaohe:re were employed, and. 66 pupils were enrolled. The :main building 

whioh was b14ilt in 1686 i8 owned by Distriot 51 end ia rented. by the Rural 

High School Dia'tlriet number a. A new building was ereoted by Dhtriot Sl 

in 1922 at a oott of t16 ,ooo .oo. The building 1a used for h1gh school ola•s· 

room.G md a gymadum. It is al1o r.,o.ted. by Ru:re.l High District number 6. 

The following table shows the growth and developm.en t of the Williamsburg Rural 

High Sohl.lol from 1922 to 1957. 

• ln an interview with Mrs. Die k on December 20 1937, she gavo the 
names or the first graduating elau, wh ioh waa as :Col iowa t M'rs. Etltel Glen:n 
Diok, H. B. Johnson, Florenoe HugheJ Blouer., o.nd Lydia Lawrence lUohardeon. 
The members of thie t'irat olaee of 1889 are living 'With the exception of 
Dr. H. B. John1on 1 who d:l.ed in the spring of 1987. 

# Intemew with Mrta. Ellen Cain Md her daug,hter lUu Helen Oain, who 
are graduates with the olauu of 1889 and 191:5 retpeotively, 
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:cABLE X:t 

WlLLIAMSBURG RURAL HIGH SCltOOL STATIST!dS9 

Prineipd 1s wo •. ot ·Total 
Year Pl:'inoipt\1 Salary ~aaohers* Enrollment Expend! ture 

1928 E. A.. Thcm.a1 2700 5 56 
1923 E. A.. 'rhom&a 2700 ·6 70 
1924 :m, A. Thomas 2700 5 74 9,226. 
1926 1!:, . .A. Thomae 6 78 
1926 E., ,A, Thoma a 2850 6 70 10,536 
1927 m .. :A. Thomas 3000 ·5 79' llt879 
1926 G, I. JU.Qk:tl 2700 6 98 12,.911 
1929 G. G.. Mi O·kel 2800 I 6 101 13,.240 
1930 G. G. :Miokel zaaq 

' 
7 122 15,.706 

1931 G .. Q,.. Uiokel 2820 7 . 118 16,.'793 
' 1932 G. (';;.. Miokel . 2620 1. lll 14,.960 

1933 D •. E• TEWlor 1800'. 7 96 12.634 
1934 D.- E. Tay1Qr 1500 7 98 14,.470 
1935 D. l!i. Taylor 1,~00 7 91 10,090 
1936 n,. 1!J.,. Taylor 1\Soo 1 93 10,443 
1937 n .. E. Taylor . 1700 7 97 10,83(3 

llee.d Table thuu In 1922 E. A. Thomas was prinoipal,t salary was $2700J 5 
teachers were em.ployed.t enrollment was 66J e.nd total expenditure wa.a not 
t;i'Ven, 

The tirst high aohool work in Distriot 61 was a two-year ooursef which 

was introduced in 1888,. llr. M, L. Field was the principal,. and his salary 

was $480,.00. The first high •ohool was held in the present building.,. ~he 

th.ree•yaar oourse wu added in 1695 and the full four-yae.r course wa$ adqed 

in 1896. The prinoipal at thi• time was w. M. Seaman who received $4So.oo 

for the term. '!'he b.ig:h sohool seems to htl.ve reached its peak of' de'Velopment 

in 1930 when the onrollmen t wu 122, the pr:tuoipalle S'-lary wa• $2,.65o.oo. 

seven teaoherl were employed, and tho total expenditure was tl6 1?06 • 
. '· 

9 ieoo,ds. loo. oit, 
~·~~~~1" ~ ............... ~ 

• Principal included. 

1F lnterTifW' on Auguat 1, 1937, with D .. R. Price• who was a grllduata of 
the last tvro-ytar high school in 1894. 
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TABLE XII 

S~ylO OF FJb\N'Ktlt~ COUNTY RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS, 1937 

Arf.'Uil. 
Numb~St:r of of District No. of 
pistriet:s Tcmn Square !{ilea Ve.lue.tion Teaahers• Enrollment 

Ill""""' ···~ 

l Peoria 16 552,655 1 5 

2 lmtoul 34 1;039,472 4 53 

3. .Appanoose 30 681,747 4 66 

4 Riehmond 25.76 1,309.016 6 61 

5 Ponwna. 35 1;630,391 6 '70 

6 Williamsburg 78.5 2.054,370 'T 96 

Read Table thueJ In 1937 the Peoria. Rural High Sohool district oontained 
18 square miles$ thG valuation was $652.865; one tee.oher was employed; and 
the enrolllMnt was 15, 

* :tnol udin. g the pr 1no ipe.l • 
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CRAFTER X 

FJIA'NIL!N COUNTY SCHOOL STATISTICS 

1861 to 1937 

This chapter il given entirely to the presentation of Franklin Coun­

ty school sta.tistioe for the period from 1861 to 1937" 'fheae data were com .. 

piled trom the official :report• of the Statet Superintendent of Public ln ... 

struction.* The report$ of the oounty superintendents, made to the state 

superintendent before 1861,. were very incomplete duo to the unsettled con­

ditions and the insign:l.f'ioanoe of that office in public affairs. Mr. James 

Ha..n:way 1 who we.a tM first county superintcmdtnt of Franklin County (terri­

torial), was elected in 1859. Be did not m.UCe a report as the office was 

abolished ·soon after the eleotim. The office of county .. superintendent was 

re-established by the tldoption of the Wyandotte Constitution M.d. was put into 

operation when the a tate was adm.i tted into the Union in 1861. The first 

county tuperintlendent •a reports were tiled in 1881 1 and are nearly com.plet• 

after that tiwh 

Table Xl!l which follow& gives the following information on Fr~~~nklin 

County schools; the number of districts,. number of buildings, school census, 

school enrollment, teachers' salaries, tot~l expenditure, and value of all 

school property. 

• Files of State Super:l.ntepdent of Publi.o Instruotian.,. Topeka, 
Kansa.a. 

! 
. ! 



T.ABLE Xlli 

~KLm CO'UN!'Y SUTISTICS, 1861 TO ·1937# 

·--------~,~· ------------------- ~----------- ----- -· ----------- ----·····-·· ----------···-· ---- ----~------ ··- ·---

liT umber Number School Length 
ot of Census Total of term Amount tO-r Value of all Total 

Year Districts Buildings (5-21 yrs.) Enrollment in lkm.ths Ins true-idem School Property Expend.i imre 

1861 25 ...... 49~ 170 . ...... ····-- -
...... ...... 

1862 25 ...... 718 44~ 4 1,008 .. 00 2.-665.00 ··-··· 1863 Z8 ...... 1054 664 4.5 90~ .. 96 1.415.00 1,019 .. '70 
1864 30 ...... 935 688 4 904~00 974.,()9 
1865 29 ...... 1511 928 4.5 2~920.50 2.505.00 s.sa3.15 
1865 29 ........ 1'700 918 5 3~889.3-S 10,375.00 4.352.50 
1861 46 23 1987 1390 4,..6 6.233.75 13,700.00 6,729._25 
18GS-. 52 40 2598 1615 4.4 7,&86 .. 00 17,105 .. 00 ...... 
1869 62 42 3155 1934 5.2 9,383.50 . 21,781~50 11,971 .. 50 
1870 .. S5 53 3874 2543 6 .. 3 15,526:..75 32,995.00 27_,.338.50 
1871- 74 67 3997 2807 6.33 ).8,745 .. 00 44,245.00 ...... 
1872 TI 75 4125 291). 6 .. 6 21,183.50 78,.020.00 56.406.80 
1.81'3 80 79 4235 3094 6.7 23,SS6.J.O 85 .. 490.00 57,.,356.13 
1874 82 81 4381 3213 6.9 21,.716 .. 00 81 1 390 .. 00 30.906.00 
1875 ss 81 3686 3120 6 .. 25 19 .. 042 .. 00 80,.500.00 24_.492 ... 11 
1876 61 ..... 4164 3138 6 20_.731.00 86_.8$.00 25 .. 550.46 
181? 83 76 4292 3144 6.1 18_.452.00 83,.799.00 27.048.C-O 
J.878 83 76 4782 3512 7 17 _.588.00 83_.591 .. 00 26,.603,.00 
1879 . 83 77 6311 3287 7.1 21,.504.00 86,622 .. 00 30,.574.00 
1880 91 79 6011 4255 7 .. 25 21,.956:.00 98,.052.00 31,.339.00 
1.881.* 90 79 6025 4543 6.6 25_.915.00 88,500.00 39,.856.00 
1882* 90 90 4758 3732 7.2 21,.398.00 61,200.00 36,348.,00 
1883 94 94 6555 5110 7.1 32.079.00 123,140.00 55,.497.00 
1884 95 

I 

93 7278 5598 7.1 34,.385,.00 122.050.00 62.984.00 
1885 93 96 7942 5850 7 42.127.00 ....... 76,919.00 
1886 9S 100 8364 6220 1.2 41,.137 ._00 ...... 72.102.00 

(Table continued. next page) = 
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Number lumber School · 
of .of Census 

Year Districts Buildings (g...2l yrs .. ) 

1881 97 115 7837 
1888 98 115 7043 
1889 98 .116 7682 
1890 99 101. 1682 
1891 99 98 "7193 
1892 101 99 '1322 
1893 100 101 v,g4v 
18~ 96 9'1, '1269 
1895 95 99 7570 
1896 96 100 7441 
18.9'1 101 98 7745 
1898 9'1 96 7445 
1899 96 100 .7385 
1900 9'l 100 nn 

. 1901- 97 100 7~70 
1902* 98 100 69?8 
1903* 96 101 7148 
1904 94 98 6992 
1905 94 94, 6166 
1906* 94 94 6624 
1907* 93 9~ 6500 
1908 93 93 6591 
1909. 93 97 645G 
1910 93 97 6401 
1911 94 98 6289 
1912 93 99 6294 
1913 92 98 6459 
1914 91 91 6107 
1915 91 91 6638 
1919 91 97 6249 
1917 91 98 6146 

7ABLE XIII, COftlNUED 

length Amount 
i'otal of term fpr 

:Bnr-ellman t in Months Instruetim 

6172 '7.~3 39,926,.00 
5874 7.2 41,311.00 
5942· ? 43#o3S6,.00 
5809 7 .• 1 42.sss.oo 
5~ 1,.3 42 .. $4S .. OO 
6659 1.5 42.144.00 
OOl-8 Y.25 45,.129.00 
5786 "/.25 42_.239.00 
5905 1,.25 46.606.00 
5887 7.25 42.447 .. 00 
5921 6.5 42.834 .. 00 
6114 7.8 42_.984.00 
6018 7 42_.208.00 
5915 1 4610S1.oo 
5912 7 45,861.,00 
5835 7 45-,SSS.OO 
5877 7.25 48#657 .. 00 
4044 7.25 49,681.00· 
3917 7 51,494.00 ' 
3767 7 52._878.-00 
6114 7.25 -56,441.00 
5890 7 .. "15 39.899.00 

·5063 8 65,813.~00 
5106 8 67,524.00 
5117 8 70,18.4.00 
5003 8 74,477 ... 00 
5027 8 81.639.00 
5179 8 84:.710.00 
5321 a.25 94,274.,00 
5128 8.25 98_..142.00 
4952 8.1 96~601.00 

(table continued, next page) 

Value of all 
Sehool Property 

139#900,.00 
136,100.00 
144,.100 ... 00 
160,.060.00 
l.5J ,f)OQ.OO 
149,~17-.00 
155,.470.00 
146 . .-:'TGP.OO 
170:_,615.00 
186,215 .. 00 
150,000.00 
1,54,.750 .• 00 
140,:600 ... 00 
lSS,f)OQ.OO 
160~000.00 
16.3_.0()0 ... 00 
1-ss,.aoo.oo 
167.000 .. 00 
171#070 .. 00 
·165 .,soq.oo 
167 150.00 11 

119_,.050.00 
160$000 .. 00 
158,325.00 
161/100.00 
157 .. 825.0() 
370~325.00 
386.000~00 
4:23_.500 .. 00 
263,000.00 
445.050.00 

Total 
Expenditure 

56,.'722.00 
56,7'76.00 
61.901 .. 00 
63_.524.00 
62 .. !91.00 
57;837..00 
81:156.00 
61~831.00 . 
56$115.00 
61~211.00 
61,9n.oo 
61_,.852.,00 
76.936.00 
'10 .. 482 .. 00 
M.soz.oo 
64,240 .. 00 
66,.882.00 
68.,.758.00 
79,547 .. 00 
11~272 .. 00 
75,169 .. 00 
51.,129.00 

.. 90;'1'69.00 
. 95,470.00 
95,154.00 
94,641.00 

122,629.00 
140.258.00 
143,787.00 
159.291.00 
236.159.00 

tO 
Of 



TABLE Ill!. OOftDUED 

Number 1hmiber School· Length Amount 
of' of Census Total of term £or Valuer£ All Total 

Year Distriets Buildings (5-21 yrs .. ) Enrollment in Jlonths Instruction .Sohool Property ~ .-,e--di ture 

1918 91 90 6143 4963 8.5 108,.285.00 391,750.00 279,517.00 
1919 91 94 6146 5079 8.25 124,430.00 415,600.00 242,760.00 
1910 91 96 6171 4977 8.25 144,424 .. 00 470,917 .. 00 251.104.00 
1921. 92 98 6201 4781 s.,n 1991809.00 780,087 .oo 327,458.00 
1922 95 95 &166 4930 8 .. 4 200,.974 ... 00 587,150.00 263~510.00 
1923 94 9,7 6296 4886 8 .. 4 201_.016 .. 00 ·--- ·-··-· 417,$97.00 
1924 92 95 6190 4802 8.5 202;rTO.OO ...... 307.,894,.00 
1925 92 93 6129 4990 a .. s 212,577.00 124.,565 .. 00 263,427 .oo 
1926 91 96 6104 4440 8.7 2.90,803.00 790,.733 .. 00 414,434.00 
19Zl 89 91 '6013 5049 8.1 250_.0$8 .. 00 1).20,265.00 . 505,235.00 
1928 89 92 6007 5056 8.5 257,613.00 1.,332,050.00 396,471.00 
1929 89 93 6069 5069 a.s 337,557 .. 00 1,235,600.00 394,699.00 
1930 89 94 5995 4992 8.5 277,.251 .. 00 1;375,515.00 419,266.00 
19!1 90 95 6816 4992 8.5 230._743.00 1,246 _.090.00 3'72,.565.00 
1932 91 95 5954 5108 8.5 189.953.00 1.362,815.00 343~717.00 
193S 89 95 5833 4670 8,.5 201,522.00 1,306.,.752.00 270.,.809.00 
19M 90 96 5814 4973 a.s .201,014.00 il.,12s.ooo.oo 272.172.00 
1935 90 S1 5172 i 4841 8.5 202.793 .. 00 11.116 _.,000. 00 313.452.00 
1935 90 91 5617 4947 8.,5 206,893.00 1,089.868,.00 284_.257 .00 
1937 90 97 5464 4485 8,.5 192,465.00 p...oo4.2lo.oo 381,545.00 

Read table thus~ In 1861 there were Z5 school districts; there wre 493 between the ages of 5 and 21 yesr 
and the total enrollment was 170. 

#Compiled from the Biennial Reports of the State. Superintendent of Public Instruction.. !opeka. lan.sas .. 

* The w.ri tar is inclined to think there is an error in total enrollment given for these years as it shows 
too large an increase. 

~ 
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Interpretation of Sehool Btatiatioa 

1n. Franklin Oounty, 1861 ..... 193741 

96 

l. Number 2!., Districts. I:n 1881 there were 26 sohool distriote aa 

compared to 90 in 1937. ~he le:rgeat number to be organi &ed in one year was 

in 1867 when 17 new distrints were organhed,. A:f'ter the wU" the people were 

able to give their attention to the problem of eduoation; ~nd as a result 

there was more ti-. and mmey spent on educe.tion,. 

2. Number ,2! Buildini"!. .I:n 1667 there were 23 eohool buildings as 

compared to 97 in 1937, In 186'"( there were 46 dietriots with only 23 build .. 

ings. This indicated that pouibly many of the 80hools were held in print.e 

dwell:inge. The num.ber of' school buildings gradually inoreased until there 

were 116 ill 1889. The decrease to 97 in 1937 is due to consolidation ot one• 

teacher dis trio ta. 

3 .. School Oeasue, The sohool census (5 years to 21 years) ns 493 in 

1861 as compared to 5,464 in 1937,. The census made a. gradual inorease wtil 

1886 Wh$Xl. there· •ere 6~364., The decrease from 1886 to 1937 has been due to 

the decrease in the list o:f' the averag& .A:merioM. family. 

4. ~otal Bn:rollmen't. The total enrollment in 1861 was 170 as compared 

to 4:,485 in 1937. There seems to be some e.b.rupt ohM.ge~s which cannot be ao­

oounted for, Same of theee ooour in 1881 to 16821 1902 to 1903l 1906 to 1907. 

* It was very difficult to get reliable data IIU!I the e.uly repo:rte of 
the county auperiutendenta were incomplete and many wt~n•e not available .. l4My 
reports were written in pencil and not legible today. The reports are oo~ 
plete. with sam. exeeptions after 1902. 

fhe wi ter he.111 made ev•ry ettort to oom.plete an accurate table of 
stati~~ttica of' the growth devtttlopm(9llt of eduoatia1 in Franlcl:ln Oounty ud haa 
attempted to interpret more olearly the findinga by ucut or poa.phs and expl-. ... 
nations. 



It is possible that the enrollment of the Ottan eohooh waa ooUtlted 

twioe in the reports.. Thill peroental,e C>f enrollment baud on uhool otneua 

hflll! graduall;y bl.Greased, while the enrollment haa shovm a slight de<n•nee 

in the last tem yeara due to the decrease in the school oensua. 

5. tenjth !!!. ~- The length &f the average aahool term in Franklin 

County has 1nereaaed :f'rom four mmtha in 1862 to S,5 months in 1937. 

6. Amount .!Pea.,.t !.2!., InstruotiO!l. !Che amount spent for instruction 

increased :f'rom $1008,00 in 1862 to t337 ,557 ,..00 in 1929, whioh is fue peu 

:f.'or inetruoticn E:~Xpenditure. This peak year of 1929 shows an increase of 

~eo,ooo~oo or thirty .. one per cent inoree.ae over that of' 1928. A large gain 

was shown in 1870 with m expenditure of $15,526.76 over that of $9 1383.68 in 

1869 showing fAll increase or d.xty ... sh: per oent. There were ten new districts 

added. in 1869, helping to we this large inorea.n. 

In 1937 a deortase of' tu.,428.00 was shown over that of' 1936 which 

oannot be aooounted. tor as the sda.riee nre on the increase nther th~~n b-

oreaee.* 

7. !~ue _:e! !!!_ So~~.ol Propo;r!:l• The Tl1ue of dl sohool prop•rty 

inoreasod from $2,.1365 in 1862 to 11,004,216 in 1927. The inorea.se 11 g.radu•l 

with the exception of 1882, 1913, Md 1921 when a great deal of building was 

carried on within the oounty. The value of' school property is appraised by 

the olark of the :Board of Education and would indicate that this item h 

rather subjective. 

• After a ohtolc and reoheek with Mr. Settles • superin tendont or publ:l.o 
instruction, .it wa.s oonolud.ed that errora had been xnad.e by the olwkl in 
properly olas$1fying the expenditurea. 
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6,. Total E!EEmd}tur!!,• . The total expenditures fbt- 1663 wen 

tl,Ol9.10 as oompared.with the peak whioh w~s reached in 1930 when the 

total exptmditurea were #419,261:3.00. The greatest slumps OEllll$ with the 

panic of 1873 and the dep:renion of 1933 with $22,.000 $.nd $73,000 respeo .. 

tively. In 1937 the amoun.t spen. t wu $361 1545, wh:loh :t s nearly as muoh 

as the pre-depreuion days 'When. t419,266 was spent. This inorease was in 

a large part du. to adde<ll. equipment, buildings, and e. small inorease for 

instruction • 



h the eummary o:f' this wotk ea.oh ehapter will be treated brietly, 

bringing out the moat lmpor'bant points in the ll'imdy. 

DDIAN M:X$SIOWS 'Ilr :FRANKLIN OotrNTY. The first school to be Mld 

in the t:$1'titory now oanpdl!l'ing Fre.klin County was the Ottalra Baptist 

Minim, established among the Ottawa lnd:i.e.na by Jothwn :Meeker itt 1887. 

Regular tohGol was ma.1:o. tahed. only a fp moo tha due to the indif'f'erence 

ot the In diane. 

Th• Gl"'eenwood Jliaeicm, which was established among the Sao and Fox 

Indians in 1659 'f:)y Rev. a:nd Mra. a. P. Duval. waa maintained only two years 

as the Agency wa:s moved to Quenemo in 1882, Very little na aooomplbhed 

among these lndius aa they refused eduoation and religion until 1859. 

The Moraviu Mission was established in 1862 among the Munue and 

Ohipptvta Indiana by the Moravi&n 1'ission11uoy Society. The :Mission maintained 

one of the beat sohools tn the county from 1862 to 1886. the M:iseionary 

Sooiety oea$ed to keep up the ohuroh in 1905, 'but church serviotl were held 

until 1920, Xhe first tn1nion.ar1•• a.nd te·aehera were Rev. tmd Ira. Rcmcl.g~ 

who oame in 1862 to teaeh and preach in the Jti811on. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF FBJ.N!LIN COUNTY. Franklin County was e1tabliahed in 

1866 within the present boundaries o£ the oounty. A ttnt months •f'ter the 

Territorial tegidatwe m.t 1n 1856, a legielat:l.vil aot was pustd eetabli11hine; 

thirty-four counties in ea1tern K~U~tas. Franklin county ne amon' this nWIIber. 
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mARLY SCHOOL LAWS. the first school law enacted. in 1856 provided tor 

the establishment of common schools in tho county. In 1855 the office ot 

county superinten.dent waa created but war~~ •bolished in 1869; and recreated 

in 1861 whet1 the state •• admitted into the Union. Jamea N. No1inllre wu 

elected the first Territorial Superintendent ot OOlllll10ll tchoola. The tirat 

county' ~J,Uperintendent ·or Franklin County waa Jruneu1 Hmway. 
', ·• •';·J·. 

W'STABLISDl!llir!r OF· TaE OOMMON SCHOOLS. The tirat public aahool tor 

white ohildren was at Centropolie in 1865 aa provided by the Territorb.l 

Sohool .Law or 1855. Tht earlier sohoob were private or oonnription •ohools. 

The f'iret privat• sehool in the county was taught by Thomas Benton at Green-

,wood in 1863 «nd. l$e14t , Pu'blio schools were held e.t Ohio Oity and Rantoul 

before the state :wl\1 ~ tte.d. to tlle 'O'n:ion. 

E.A!iL! SOHOOL PROBLEMS. !!'he most important early school problema are 
·'' 

e.s follows, (1) D:U'tf"h't aohool tax, }(any of' .the rioh '•fttlera did not 

·feel that they ehould help educate the children of others. (2) V&lue of the 

county 8Uperintendent. The value of the early county superintendent was not 

appreciated and that off'iee was restricted by the oounty commissioners, 

( 3) Text book•• Joor uttlers were unable to i'urnhh books tor their chil­

dren. The law requiring standard oooks tnade it neceuary to tu. the district 

to furnish. them. (4) I.rregular attendance. All children were reported tor 

the census to keep don the distriet tax, but many .were kept out of' school by 

the parents. 

ESTABLISEiDT 011' i:tGmilR EOOOATIQII. The lloger WUlituxull Univerlllity. 

which was es•bliahed in 1860 and ohans;ed to Ottawa Univ•rtity in 1861, has 

the distinoti-. of' offering the i.'irat hi;her education in J'rMklin Oounty. 

··-----~--· 
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'.t'he first high aohool. work to bt o f'hred in Franklin Oounty wu a two-

yea.r course in Ottawa in 1873. In 1877 the third~ year weas added • and in 

1904 the four-year eourse was offered with .J. H. Smith as euperintendent, 

Th• Otta.we. High School is the largest in the county and has thown a oonstMt 

pupils. the Wellsville 

High School was the seoond sohool in the county to ef£er high sohool work. 

The three-year eourse was 0f:te:red in 1887 $l'ld the :fo\\l"th year was added in 

1904 w1 th C. A. Jacobus as superintendent.. The onrollment for 1937 was 123 

pupils, The Princeton High School offered its f'iret high· tohool work about 

1902 With an enrollment of five pup.ils in t® two-yee.r course. In 1916 the 

four .. year course wae offered with Flora Morrie as superinte:nde.n t. The en .... 

rollment fbr 19.3'7 )Vas f'orty ... nine pupih. The Lane High School is the other 
.. 

city high school in Fre.nklin Oounty. The firet high aohool work was offered. 

in 1906 ~d the four-year course was added in 1914. The $nrollment for 1937 

was forty ... eight pupils. 

ES:TABLISH:Mml'l' OF THE RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS. 'l'he first rural high sohool 

was organized at Peoria in 1916. The six rural high eohools in Fr~lin 

County were organised as. follewst (l).Peoria in 1916,. (2) Rentoul in 19161 

(3) Appanoose in 1919,. (4) Richmond in 1919, (5) Pomona. in 1919, (8) Williams• 

burg in 1921.. The rural high schools, with the exoeption of Peoria, which 

had one pupil in 1937, «U'E!I all about the eame she and have shown about thE!! 

same growth and development. 

OE:RTIFICA'l'ION OF TEAOHERS. The first teaoher 1n the terri tory now oom. ... 

prhing FrMklin County waa Jotham Meeker at tht Ott•a. Baptist :Uiuion in 

1837. The qual:l fioa.tions of the first teachers wa1111 that they must have a. good 

·-
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moral character. The Law of 1658 orera.ted the office of the county super• 

intendent and gave him tho power to grant three gra.dea of oertii'ioates, 

first,. eeoond • and third. grades.. 'l'he third ... grade oertifice.te wtMII dbcQI!l• 

tinued in 1925. By. legislative aQt of 193'1 no more oot1nty oe:rtifioa.tes , 

were to be granted by tht oouney superint•:ndeut. 

SCHOOL STATISTICS FROM 1861 TO· 1937. A comparison of the etatbt:Los 

of 1861 to those of 19&7 il found on page 92 of 1hi a lVOl"k. 

I 
' l 
1,' 

~;Ji_ 
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