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JNTRODUCTION

This investigation is an attempt to determine what Fnglishmen
thought of Rousseasu batmyn 1760 and 1850, as indicated by thelw
comments in essays, letterd, dieries, and poetrys The subjeot of the
early reputabion of this world-renowned figure should be of interest
Yo ull sbudents of literature end to the student of psyohalogy, educa~
‘b.’t.on,‘ philosophy, snd politica) solence ns wells

Beveral wi-itarq have prodused seholarly works treabting various
phases of Rougseau's life and influence, but so far as the investigator
bag heen able to determine, no one hag heretofore completed a sbudy
of his reputabion in Eogland. The investigator has, therefore, aéamhad
oarefully for allusions to Rousseau from 1750 to 1850 in an abtempt
to meke a contribution helpful to atudente of Fnglish and French
1iteraturs, | |

Sinee time and library facilities were limited, the investigabion
was baged on an extensive though not an exhauativae searoh for material
In three Kansas libreariss--the library of the University of Ko.nsas,
Eellogg Libwary of the Kanass State Tba.ohora College of Buporie, and
the Bmporia City Library, of whioh three the most waluable and extensive
aollection wag that at the University of Kensass All aveileble volumes
of 'eumya, diaries, letters, and poetry published hetween the dabtes
seleoted were examined for possible allusions.

Afver the yalluaiona ware all geoured, they were firat grouped
| a;oaording to the following perlods: 1780-1778, 1778-1800, 1800~1882,

end 1852-18604 These arbitrary diviaions were made besause of oertain



v
natural broaks in the history of English opinion regarding Roussosue
| The yoar 1760 was chosen for the begiming of the atudy minee
Rousepwau's first Disecurs brought him sudden literary resogaition thene
The firved wr&w m‘&mﬁn bo 17?&. the zmr of his deathy ‘I'ha aegond
shapter dgovers hm romaining years af bhe amﬁwn In the mwm
diwvitelon mn be m‘mﬂ fidean of writers during the Remantio Fexiod,
1800 %o wam mmum fow allusions are included in the last ;msr;aﬂ,
1888#1880, a mpmto division we madle sined ra&'wmu m:ar 133&
difler www&abw from those of bthe Remantie Mw

fher the sllugions had been grouped ’iay periods of yoaru. order
mmm thage pm,m was offooted by Mﬂd&na the quwmlm s.nim bwo
@#mpam-'khwa dealing with the 1ife snd personality of Reuwm md
those trsabing his weibtings. Within thess seotions, ﬁiw almaim in
esch of the two main groups were elassifioed ag fnwmmaj nM unlavorable
o the weputation of Roussonu, the somplinentary alinﬁ&ém bolng placed
£1rat in a1l ingtancen, The gemersl or ineldental referenses sl
provede the spavifle reforemces within the favorahle and the unfavorsble
divisionss The wriber beliswes that the s.dmviml wmgmm of
mmriul for a cartain period of years should h& mem umm bhan a
purely ohrenvleglosl grouping throughtut the entirs studys All allusions,
however, are dated in order to make a study of their ehronclogioal
relations roadily soowsalbles ‘ |

A% the conslusions of tho varlous periods and in the finel

sonolusion, general abam;mt&ma pm.nﬁ oub the proportions and relative
emphasis of the subjoot divisionss They designate the periods whioh
offer the grootest mumbey of allusions, those whioh glve nont attention



Vil
to Ronaseeu's Life and bo his wrlbings, and those which display s -
preponderanse of favorsble o unfavorsble opiufons,

While ﬁha favestigator has attenpted to swowre sll allugions
Cin dhe poatey, dlaries, :lww:w; end esgayn published betwsen the
dstos ssleoted, undoubtedly much relownt materis) has baen oug of
vesohe Partioularly in the fields of periodioal maberinl and prose
fiotion this mush be truee By examining such literatuwrs and by
exhonding the time Limits of Ww etudy, someuns should make @ scholurly,
axhaudtive supplement bo this work,



CHAPTER T
ROUSSEAT'S REPUTATION IN BNGLAND FROM 1780 T0 1778

Tue material in this ohapber has been grouped, first, scoording
o Rouggesuts life and personality and, sesond, acoording bo hig
witings, their Liberary qualities, and the doetrines mub frthe
Disousglon of his life wlll mﬁluﬂa g brief introduetory blography as
woll ag the allusions of Buglishmen bto thim phase of our subjects
Likewige, the svotion dealing with Rousseau's woarks will present a
sondensed mooount of his 1iterery career im preparation for the materisl

whioh ia ouwr prinoipal oonoern=sthe sllusions to these worls.
BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

Although Jesn Jaoques Rougmean, 1712-1788, was horn in Gemeva,
he weg of French origin, hie family baving gone to Gemews besause of
the religious wava in France. Rouvsseau had a hapma.:i*d upbringing
besunge his mother dled when he was born, and his fabher took refugs
at Lyons afber ho had had a dispute with a felloweoitizen and had heen
sentenced to prism, Helativea of the mether keph Roussesun under iheir
gupsrvision until he was apprentlesd to & notery in 1784« A few montha
later the magter sent hinm baok, but he was apprentiosd again, this
time in 17286 o an emgraver whom he acouged of muoh orusl treatment
thet he ran away In 17864 *

1 A
M« Plorre Lavousse, Grend Diotionnaire Universel (Parisi
Administration du Grand Diotionnaire verael, 1875), vols XITX, pe 1460,
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After Roussenu left Yhe engrsverts shop, he started a period of
wendering and adventures, the only sgoount of whioh ig the material

in les Confessionsy In Les Confessions Rougseau tells of being msent

by & Qatholia group to Madame de Warens, s young widow and a Catholie
sonvert who 1ived at Amneoys? She did not have mush influsuce over him,
however; and he goon left her homs, starting e series of wanderings
which lasted approximately three yearse During this period of unrest
he served for & time as footman to a Madame de Vercellis. Vhile
Rousgesu was at thie esteblishment, some ribbon disappeared; and although
he was suspeoted, he mooused a girl fellow-gervanys® Guilty or not,
Bougseau raturn to the home of Madame de Warens, who sent him away to
soheols VWhen he tired of school mnd returned o her hame, he found her
gone and commenced wandering agains However, he met Hedame de Werens
later, staying at her aountry house nesy Ohambery, while serving as
Smant en mﬂ Rouggeau's health 1s supposed to have been partly
regponsible for Mademe de Warensa' taking the house, In 1783 illnass
forasd him to leave for Montpellier; snd when he returnsd, a person
named Vintzenried had taken him offioial position in the hnumhcld‘ﬁ
Bousgeau had became a tutor but atopped eventuelly because he
did not enjoy the wark. Uoreover, he was not s good teacher. A1though
he wobte a paper on the new eystem of musioal natwion, the peper wese

unfavorably recelved and atbraoted nmo pupllss

2 Larousae, Loow ot
® Loos ot

4 Iblde, pe 1481.
% Leos st
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- For elpghteoen mentha he served as seoretary o the ambassador to
Vonioe, reburaing to Paris in 17454 Ae wee his usual ouabom after the
‘bernmimation of an employment, he hold strange stories und made complainbs
of his employers After going bamok to Paris, Rousseau wrote an opers,
Les muses galantes, sopled musio for money, and was segratary %o e
ladame Dupins During this time his mistress was Thérese le Vasseur,
& servant in sn inn, whom he met in 1748 Thérese and Roussesu were
the parents of five ehildren, all of whom were sent 4o a foundling
heapmalse - Roumseau medt Diderot im 1741 and some time between 1740 and

1760 wrote artloles on musle and political economy for the Enqyolapédia~7

Tn 1780, Roussesu's Discours gur lss soiences ot les arts, his
firsh published work, won a prize offered by the Dijon Acedemys Two
yoors later he publizhed a suoccessful operebba, the Devin du villsge.
After the publicstion of the cpsretta, he igmored s command bo mppeay
at oourt, where he would probably have been pensioneds His gecond
essay, Discours sur l'origine et les fondments de 1'indgalite parmd
leg hommes, was published in 1756 and a few yaaz"u ‘later wma the subjeot
of mueh disoussiom although the first Disocurs wes the writing whioh
made him immediately fmouma

‘Prom 1786 until 1768 Roussesu lived at the "Hermitage,™ &
oobtege provided for him by Madame d"Epimy, in the forast of Montmorensy,
near Pariss There he had a love affair with Madame d'Houdetot, sisterw

6 W1liam 4s Nitse and Es Preston Dargan, A Higtory of Frenoh
Literature (New Yorks Henry Holt snd Oompmuy, 1982), pr 40884

7 Larousse, los. oite

mu oite



&
in-law of bls bemefaotors A driangular quarrel betwesn Diderdt, A
Roussenu, end Frederiek Melohior Grimm terminated Roussesu's stay a#
the “Hermitege" in the winter of 1‘-?557*1?5& 'He then went to Eﬁogﬁléuiﬂ ‘
in the same netghborhood.:

Tn 1788 Roussesu hud published the Lettrs & 4'Alembert sontre
lo

Aes apectacles.,”™  Thim latter was o thres-fold attask upen Voltaire,

who was glving theatrleal representations et Les Delieds; 4'Alemherd,
who had condemned the prejudice againgt the stage in the Ehm»yalageldie;

and aoting, one of the populer amusements of the dimes In spite of his
taotlegsness, Roussean had no lagk of patrons although he quarreled
with all eventusllys |

While Rousmeau lived in the forest of lMonwmorenay, he wrote

;L._a_ Nouvelle Héldise, Le Conbrat gooisl, and Emila.?n ille was

condemned by the parlement of Faris, Jums 11, 1768; and Rousgeau, ‘
fearing arrest, fled to Motlers in the stete of Neufohftel, Switzerlands
in Letters de la Monbague, 1763, attasked the counoll and the fenewe
conatitubion,

Persasution in Swltzerland was go greet that late in 1785 David

Hume offered Roussesu refuze in Mﬁm‘“ Ingbead of going directly

9 Larousss, laoe gite
10 g, athe
1 mitse, ope oits, po 484,

o Larousse, loos oits

1‘
a Igid" pﬂ 1&52.



8
to England, however, he went first to Pai-in, where he net Hume, finaliy
arriving in England, January 13, 17668, Afbter spending soms "bima.in
London, Rousseau grow tired of 1ife there snd allowed Hume to ea‘a‘zbii‘ah
him at the home of Mrs Davenport at Woobbon in Derbyshires There he
‘gtarted writing Les Gonfegsiongal?

The severing of friendly relabions between Hume and Roussesn
was an important event and provided a subject for many cemments during
this periods Qne incident which led o the quarrel was the delay of
Goorge IIX in granting a pension to Rousgeaus Although Rousgenu's
foolish uotions ere supposed to have heen responsible for the postpones
ment, Rousssan blamed Hume anhimly.w In May, 1787, Rousmeau left
England for Franaes

Co reburning to Framoce, Roussesu was received by the merquis
de Wirabeau, father of the gr#at Mirabean, sud by the Prinoe de Gonti.
For a time he wandered, atill writing Les Confenmsiongs In 1770 he
pettled in Parla and resumed music eepyi#g‘ He finished Les Confessions,
which were published between 1781 and 1788, wrote Dialopues, and hegan

Réveries 8u promeneur golitaire, whish he intended ss a sequel and .

completion to Leg Ounflemsions. Roussesu 1ived in the Ruye Platiemws until
susplolons of his seoret ememiea grew so strong that he wms glad to
aoaept the offer of My de Mirardin, a rioh financier, end live in &

cottege at Frmenonville where he died in 1778,1% Noar the end of his

1 Losite Stephen end Sidney Les, sditors, Dictionary of
%b%m& Biogrephy (Lendons Smitvh, Elder, and Company, 1903; s vola X,
P» s

18
18

Ibldy » PDe 822e823,

Larous se, _1_9_9_- m»
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1ife, Roussesu's ushappiness was inoreased by Thdreése's alleged affec-
tiong for ome of the stable boya? Thus, his lﬂ.fé_ Beams to have ended

in as tempestuous meamner ag it began.
ALLUSI ON8 0 ROUSSEAU'S LIFE AND CHARAGTER

- We oan best leayn of Rousseau's repubation in Bngland during
this period by knowing what Englisghmen, most of whow had actually met
him either on the Conbinent or in England, said comserning Ma 1ife and
his writings. These writers expressed both favorable and unfavorsble
oplmionss For a sonvenient and effeotive method of arrangement, iLb
hag been plamed bo bring tbgethar‘. in ons group all of the favorable
refarences end then to draw up against those ths unfavorable onea.
Purther order within these groups will be achiaved by proceeding from
goneral “a,wmmwnf his life end oharsoter o references maldng
gpealfio allusions to inolidents and charaster i:mituy

A faverable general allusion to the life end psrsomality of

Rousseeu is found in Goldsmith's Enquiry imte the Present State of

Polite Learning in Burcpe. Discussing some Frenchmen whom he considered

famoun, Goldemith deseribed Roussesu in the follewing manners

- There are, therefore, meny among the Fremch who do honour
to the present age, and whose writings will be transmitted %o
posterity with an ample share of fames Some of the most
oelebrated are as followss
m @ % o ¢ T & R O B ¢ & B oA ¥ 2 ¥ D 9 & ¥ i O ®E B oM QGG W N B

Rounseeun of Geneva, a professed man-heber, or, more
properly spesking, a philosopher enraged with ome half of
mankind, because they unavoldably make the other half unhappys



Suoh sentiments are go§9ru11y the result of much good-nature
and litble experidmos. :
(1789)

Another fuvorable general reference is found in Frances Burney's
Diary in an subry for June 3, 1771 Since Miss Burney mentioned the
faot that her father had received s lebbor from the “great™ Rousseau,
she undoubtedly ndmived hims ‘

My father has been honoured with letters from the great

Roussean, ¥, Diderot, and Padre Martini, thres as oud napl
men, a8 the nge has produced, I believe, upon his hooke
(1771)

In his Aubobiography, Gibbon mentioned Rousssau’ s expulsion from
the forest of Montmorencys B8ince he ipelm of "men of geniue," we may
oonsider the allusion gemerally favorable although it, like M s Purney'a,
offers no definite alus %o the authorts reaction,

Of the men of genius of the age, Montesguieu and Fontenelle
were no more; Voltalre resided on his own esbtate near Genewsj
Rougsweau in the preceding year had besn drivem f¥om his
hermi tage of Montmorenoys snd I blush at my having neglected
to seek, in this journey, the moquaintance of Buffons

A very vegue general reference describing the charaster of
Rousseau is found in James Boswsll's Life 8f Johmsons In 1769, Boswell
salde | B

On the 30th of September we dined together at the Mitre, X

attempbed to argue for the superior happiness of the savege life,
upor the usual fanoiful topiose JOHNSONy ™Sir, there cen he

7
Oliver Goldemith, Works (Lomdon: George Bell and Sons, 1885),
vols III. Py 494,

18
. Frances Burney, Bar %m. ; 768-;77% (nnie Haime Ellis,
editor, londons George Bel Home, 1 s Vole I, ppe 123w124,

19
Edwerd Gibbon, Autoblography (Oliphant Smeaton, e ditor, New
Yorkt Bs Po Dutton and Company, 1911}, ps 118,



nothing more falses The mavages have no bodily advantages

- boyond those of olvilised mens They have not betber healbhy and
88 to caps or mwental uneasinesa, they are not above i, bubh
below 1%, like bearse No, 8ir; you ere not to talk suoh |
paradoxmt let me have no more on'de 1% caunct enbertain, far

less oan 1% dnstruots Lord Momboddo, one of your Bsoboh

Judges, %alked a great desl of such nonsenses I suffered
himg bub I will net suffer you," BOSWELLs "But, Sir, does not
Rousseau talk such monsense?” JORNSONy "True, Siry bhut
Rousseay knowg he is telling nmmﬁﬁ and leughs at the

world for etaring et him." BOSWELL: "Hew o, Sirt" JOBNGONS
"hy, 8ir, & men who talks nongens® so well, must lmow that

ha i talking nomsense. Bubt I am %fmid, (chukling and 2
laughing) Menbodde does hot know that he ia balking nons-ensei(ov ;
. S ' ‘ (1769

Tastead of quoting Ire Johnson, Hoswell expressed his own
-deoidedly faversble opinion of Rousseau when writdng from Berlin bo
Androw Mitahell, Augus’ 28, 1764, Not long afber this time, he did
- meet Roumgeau, who was then et Motiers. | .

" In the mean time I ses 1itble adventege bo be hed at Borlin,
I ehell, howewer, remain her® a fortnigh¥, afber whieh I {ntend
passing by Masnhedm and one or two more of tho German gourta,
%0 Genevas I am there et the polnt from whenoe I may either
staer to Ytaly er to Franees I shall gos Volbdalre. I shell
algo sew Svltserland and Rouwsvaus These dwo gon are o me
groater objeots than most stetues or plotwesn.” ‘

\ \ | - {1864)

Gwm&m the meoting with Roussesu, Boawell sald little,
meyrely mentioning In 1778 the faut that he had dined with Rousseau
in the wilds of Neufohftel.

April 11, being Epgter-Sundey, afber having attended Mvine

Service at 8ty Paul's, I ropulred to Ire Johngonte. I had gratie
fied my ouriosity muoh in dining with JEAW JAOQUES ROUSBEAY, while

20 Janmes Boswell, Life of Jgg%% yom (Goorge Birkbeok Hill, oc‘utor',
Oxford: Ularendom Press, L984), Vols 11, De The

e Jomes Boswall, Lebter (Chauncey Brewster Tinker, oditon,
Oxfords Clarendon Press, 2 VOls I, pe B7,



he lived in the wilde of NeufohBiteli I had as great a curicsity
to dine with IR« SAMUEL JOHNSON, in the dusky recess of s oourh.
in Pleebestreets I supposed we should somreely have knives and
Porks, ond only some strangs, uncmu'bha {1lwdroat dﬁ.sm s T
found. svery *bhing in very. good orders (1‘?75)

‘ Zhem a:b mahlwr time B@nmu amnﬁoﬂ that he h ad' just aome
from the @anﬁmh md had bem p:l,aaaad m:n Rmuaoau'a smmwu
sima he Imd anhiolpated meeting i, hia saying so little ai"isar the
vtsm avens rather strauges Bogwell does not mention meeting Rousseau
in mﬂlm Al%hough' ho must have done soe - Boswell was giwm ‘bha task
of MQmmnying ﬁwmaa 1@ Vmaseur. nmmmau'n min’sraas. to Enghnd
mw Ramaeau had gana shesd with Hume in 1786, :

J@M&Wt ¥, esRoussean, Sir, P veory bed 1 max I would
sooney sign o genbense for his trspsportabion, tham that of an;y
felon who hes gone from the O3d Bailey these manmy. yesrsssas"
BOBWELLs ™Sir, do yom think him ag bad & men ag Voltmire?"
JOENBOHe  "Why, Sir, it ia difffioult to mettle the proporbion of
intquity betweun thams"

This violencs meemed wery akmg& to. me, whe had road mmr
of Bounsesu's axdmeted writings with great plessure, and pwen
- odiMeahiony had besn mush pleased with hia society, and was
Jupt wome from the Continent, where he was very generally admireds.
Hor oan 1 yet allow that he deserves the very severs censure whioh
Johnson prongunsed upon hime Hig sbaupd preference of savage to
olvilized 1ife, mnd other singularities, are proofs rather of a 23
dafmh m bis underatending, than of any depravity in his h?t;ri: :

788

An early referencs to Hume's firet mesting with Rousseau is
found in e letter whish Hume wrote 4o Irs Blaiyr from Paxis on Bmwmbar 20,
1?66.. Unlike Bosmll, he wxpressed frmly his a.dmim*bmn for |

2
Boswall, LR 2ite, Do &lﬁﬁ
I & vy DPs 11“15*
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Rous auu. 'ﬂmt Rousseau should ba prmﬂlogad o um ha.ppily &xx
Englmd was hia wiuh st this t‘ime. i’km rawmbla aentﬂmsxm c»? thia
lettey amﬁmme Hharply with m uni'worabl@ uan’cimﬁ az‘ Woﬁws
after the quarralu

It is imposeibls o express op imagine the enthusiemm of this

nation in his favourss.sPeople may talk of avolent Greeoe ae

- they pleases but no nation wes ever so fond of genlus as thisy
and no person éver so much engaged theiy abtuntion as Ruuasanu.
Volteire and evorybody eles are quite sclipged by himees s
Rougesen ig of a small staturs, snd would be ugly, hed he not the
Pinest physiognomy in the worlds I mean the nmost exprossive
gounbenanceess»X am well agsured that et 4imes he helleves he hagy
ingpivationg fyrom an immediste sommunication with the Divinity.
He falls somstimea into esstasies, which retaln him in the sams
pagture for hours togethers Does not this exemple solwve ihe
diffioulty of Socrates® genius, and of hig esstanien? I think
Rousgeay in many ‘things very much resembles Sosratess The philow
gopher of Geneva sesms only %o bave more geniue than ha of Athenus,
who never wrote auy thing, and less goolableness snd tempers
Both of them were of very smorous eompleziongy bubt s oomparison
in thia partioular, burns out mach to the adventege of my friend.
I oall hin guoh, for I hear, from all handas, that his judgmemb
and affections are as strongly blased in my favowr as mine are in
Hims 1 shall muoh regret leaving him in Fnglandy bub even if a
pardon gould be prosured for him hers, he is resolwved, ad he tells
me, neveyr to returny beoause he never will live umnolested in
maglands I dread the bigobry wxd barbarisn which prevail thore, 24

(1788Y
January 16, 1766, thrav dhw ufﬁer Husme anc! Raumem had arrhad
in England, Hume told mmma de Boufflers of bawg wmh Rﬂuamw and
of having encouraged him bo write his memoirss This is the first
mention of Reuaﬁ-mu*m arrival in Englande Pagsages from this letver
desoribe the pargmliw of the French wriber as extremely pleasings
A@am‘ Hume expresased wiressrvedly his liking when he gaid, "I love

2
4 David Hume, Life and aarmu%mdmuu (John H81)l Burton, editor,

Edinbueghs Williem Tai 1648), wolas 11, pe B394
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hin muoh and hope that I have gome shers fn his ‘affeotions."

My ocompenion s very mmleable, slways polite, gay often, oormonly
- 8ociables He does not know himself vhanm he thinks he e wade -
for entire solitudes I exhorted him on the road to writs hia
memolrgs He told me, that he had alremdy dons it with an imbention
of publishing - thems ‘
R T R O A A R N I A I R I
e wearing the Armenian dress is & pure whimg il ah, however,
he 15 resolved never to abandons He haa an exaellent warm hearty
and, in comversation, kindles often to a degree of heat which
looks like ingpiration. 2§ love him rugh, and hope thet T have.soms
share in his affections,”” o " SRR

On laroh 28, 1768, less then bhres months after Rousseeu had
eome to Hugland, Hume told Dre Bleir that he had questioned Roussenu
sonoerning the sbory of La Nouvelle Héloise end had also advised him

to learn Fuglishe Ab this time he pruised Roussean’s ability o
eritiolze hig own warke ratlomsllys

I had agked M, Rousseau the question you propose to mes He .
engwored, that the story of his Helotye had some general and
digtant resemblance to realiby; such es was suffiolent to warm his
imagination and sssist his inventions but that all the ohied :
oiroumstences were fiotitiousss.sT tiink this work hisg nestorplecs;
though he himgels told me, that he valued most his Conbreb sooialy
which 1s s preposterous a judgment as that of M¥ilton, who preferred
the Paradize Regained to all hig other POrformancsta. « o Wash we
wore on the ‘raag ,%?%ﬂemmm %o him the lesrning of Bupliph,
without whieh, 1 told him, he would never enjoy entire Libarty,
n0% be fully independent, end et his own dispossl. He wms song=
ivle I was inltm right, and said, that he heard ghars wore two
English tranglebions of his Mmile or Treatige duoatbion, he
would get them se scon ag he arrived in Lo nﬁm’?gmd ag goon as he
knew the subjfeot, he would have no other trouble, than o learn

“or guess the words: this would save him some pains in consuliing
the diotionary; sud as he improved, {t would smuse him bo OmPAYE
the trangletions snd judge which wus the bhepts Accordingly, scon
afber our arrivel, I procured him the books, but he returnsd them
in 8 few dayw, saying that they could be of no use to him. "Phat
i@ the matber?” replied I» "I camot endure them,” gaid he, "they
are wy own worky end ever sinee I delivered my books to the presa,

| ga Abiday ppe BOB=304s
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i mivgr oould open them, or read » page of them without dlsgustess”
“But,” rajoined I, ™t is impossible but the style, snd eloquenns,
and ornaments must pleass you," "fo tell the truth,” said he,

L am not displessed with myself in that partioular: but I still
dread, thet my weitinge are good for nothing at the bottom, and
~that all my theorden are full of extravagauces" You see that this
e Judging of himself with the utmost severiby, and censuring hig
writings on the side where bhey are most exposed EM ritiolame, No
folgned modesty iw ever capable of this noumgmz

(17686)

To this polnt, sll allusions to the life of Housseau have besn
favorable in either a general or s specific mumers Alluaions inoluded
in the next seotion of this ahuphdr'ar‘e unfavorable, the general
|  @allusions being placed firet as has been done in the prﬁoéding gestion
of the chaphbers

Unfavorable genoral comments conoerning Roussesu's 1ife imolude
Gray'y letter to Walpoles Gz'ay,'wwing of Rougseuu's letbers dealing

with the injustios of the Btate of Gemsva in burning the Enile,
sonoluded thak the book deserved burnings }

Boushean's lebters I am “reading haavily,‘haaﬂly{t he justifies
himself, till he donvinods me, that he deserved to be burnt, at
least -'5hnt his beok dide 1 am not got thro® him, and you never

(1764)

Although Horsge Walpole wus mors foreeful inm his demunolation of
Rougseau than was Oray, he teo oritloised rather vaguely when he wrote
%o Pavid Hume, July 26, 1766¢ Ferhaps he remembered Rousseau's resotion
, 'ﬂ %0 the spiteful letter whioh he had written to Rousseau in the name of

| the dng of Prugais.

—
Iblda, pps S12-318

27
Thomey Oray and others, Correspondenws (Paget Townbes, editor,
Oxfords Clarendon Press, 191B), vols 11, Da §§ %
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You ave at full liberbty, desr Siv, o make ues of what I s0y
in your Justlficantion elbher o Roussesu or snybody slses I @
should be very gorry te have you blamed on my account it Thave n
hearty combempt of Roussesu, end um mxggaﬁly indifferent what the
Iibberatl of Perls think of the matbers (1786) '

, ' 86

Then, writing 4o Gray on February 18, 1768, Walpole meunbionsd
Boswell'a wmg of Rousseaus He #aid nobhing of his own abbitudes
Pray r@md the new account of Jorsicavs.s+The suthor, Boswell,
is = shrange being, and, like Cambridge, has a rege of knowing
any body that was ever telked ofe He foroed himaself upon me et
Paria in gpite of my teeth and my deors, end I see has given &
foolish aocount of all he could piok up from me shout King Theodores
Ho then ook an anbthpathy to me on Rousgenu's ssoount, abused me
in the newspapers, avd exhorted Rousseau to do so boor bub ay he
same to aoe me no more, I forgave all the rosts I sae he is now
‘& 1ittle sfek of Houssesn himself, but I hope 1% will nob oure him
of' h%% mper to moe However, hig hook will I an surs onberhsin
{1768) |
Boswall, who later admired amd vanted to maet Rcuamau;y when
writing o Williem Johnson Temple, July 85, 1763, praised the "s0111d
genge and vigorous reasoning of Johzaam" and made light of the sophistey
of Rwamamum The mseting of Rouaagaw and Boawell in Bwitzeriand
8lightly more than e yesr from thism time has already been menbioneds

inother general reference which is unfavorable is found in

Boswall's Lif@ of Johnsons

88 Horace Walpale, Lotters (W, 8. Lowls, editor, Few York:
Harpey end Brothers, 1928), vois I, ps 1794 ‘

*° vy, ope giti, ppe 274+275,
% Boswell, Lebters, ope oite, pa 27,
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OQur next meebiug ab the Mitrs way on Saturdey the L6th of
Febprunry, when I prasented to him my old and most intimate friend,
the Reverend Mre Templo, then of Oambridges I having montioned
that 1 had passed soms time with Rousseaw in his wild retreat,
end having quoted some renurk wmade by Mes Wilkes, with whom I
had epend meny pleasunt hours in Xhaly, Johmson ssid (ssrosstioslly),
"It seems, Hir, you have kept very geod woupany shrond, Roumsesu
and Wilkesd™ Puinkdng 1t enough %o defend ene at & bine, 1 es1d
aothing oa to my pay £riend, bub answered with a wmile, "My desy
Sir, you don'h onll Roussesu dad dompanys Do you resily think
him s bad mant" JOHENSONy “Biy, 1P you are Yelldng jestingly of
thie, I don't belk with youe If you meen to be gericus, I think
bin one of the worsd of meny o resesl who ought %o be hunbed .
oult of sesloby ae ho hes bewss  Throe o four wabiong have aﬁmw
himg aad 4% 40 o sheme that he ls proteoted in bhis sountry, (1786)

(76

The pesdaing allusiong to the 11fe and personality of Rousaeau
are definltely wntewarablos. Pive of 4he six uslavorable sllusiong are
Home' 8. Thean srenining thie part of the atudy, the posder should
remeniboy et before Rovepesu begen do puffer Pron the delusion Bhat
many Baglishmen, pertioulsrly Hume, were txying 60 ruln hm, Bwaw sod
Rousnoen wers appurently good friends but tint afber the quarrel songerns
ing the pension Hume was sosronly uiﬁx when e menbionad Roussoans

The aw;i‘imlw of ohbaining a passlon for Rousseau and the
ingratitude of Roussenu when Osorge IIX #mally mm 1% Hume diseussed
in o letbor b Dr. Blaip, July 18, 1746,

Through meny diffionlties I obtained s pemslon for Rousseaus The
appliontion was made with his consent snd nowladges I write him,
thad all Le happily sanpleted, and that he need only draw Lo the
nogseys  Ho avigwere me, that I mm o rogue and & ragoals end have
brought him into Bogl nd merely 99 dishosour hims I© demond the

roagon of this atrange language; wod Mys Davenpors, the gontlossn
with whom ha lives, tells him that he must neoesssrily sabtisdy me,

®! Boawel1, 1afe of Jonmaen, ope glbe, ppe 11412,
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Today I received a letber frem him, whioh is perfest frensy.
It would meke 8 good el ghteenwpemy pamphlety and I fanoy he
intends to publish 4%. He there tells me, bhat d'Alembert,
Horace Walpole, mand Y, had, from the fireY, entered into a
wombination to ruin him, end had waiped hm.az( )
S 1766

. That $he quarrel blinded Huse to any good qualities which
Roagssay may have had 15 indioated by & leber which he wrobe bo
' Ire Blair, July 1, 1768, Parh#bw Hmo' u great enthusisam for Rousseau
et the beginning of their acquuintanve foreshsdowsd the bitter animosity
wnich finally develepeds Wnen he said, "My only camfart is, that the
mattar will be so olear as not to leave to sny mortal the smallest
Possibility of doubb,” he was probably thinking uf the pematon probleme

You will be surprised, dear Dootor, when I desire you most
#arnestly never in your 1ife to show to any mortal oreature the
letbers I wrote you with regard %o Rousseau, He is surely the

_ blackest and most atrogious villsin, beyond ecomparison, thal
now exigbe in the world, mnd I am heartily ashamed of any thing
I ever wrote in his favours I know you will pity me when I %ell
you that I am afraid I muat publish this Yo the world in a
pamphlet, which must sontain an ascsount of the whole transuotion
between uwse My only aomford s, that the mabber will be wo wlesr
B8 not Yo leave o any mortal the mmellest possibility of doubt,

- You know how dengerous any sontroversy on & disputable poink
would be with s man of his talents. I know not whers the misavresnt
will now retire %o, in arder to hide his head from this ml’my.?: :

- 768

Writing o Adsm Suith in & lebber whigh was not dabed, Hime
again Mtﬁ.anod the nooount of the quarrel and his eerrespondence with

Rous geans

3 Huma, _%i Mi; pa 845

% Abide, ppe B44e340.
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- You may 4ee in M dYAlenberd's hands, the whole narrative
of my affolr with Boussesun, along with the whole train of
goryesporienses  Pray, 4s 1t not a nlee problem, whether he be
noti-an arrant villain, or an arrant medman, or boths The last
ig my opinion, bng‘thn villain seems %o me to predominate moat

in his ocharacher;>t

 On Aprid 81, 1787, after Rousseau bad left the home of Mr,
nawnjgmfh Huns ones more menbioned the belief of Rousseau that Hume
head atbempied b0 ruln hinm end expressed doubd as to Rougsesu's #avity.
You may, perhaps; have heard that Roussesn hap oloped from

~ Myy Davenport without giving any waraings leaving all his .

- ‘bagpags except Nademoiselle, about thirty pounds in Devenport's
hands; and s leotter on the teble, abusing him in the most .
violent terms, Insinuating that he was in a comgpiracy with me
40 ruln him.. He in plai%y mad, though I believe not mors than
he hag been all his 1ife." =

- | {1787)

- . G Qnﬁdbni' 8, ‘i’.’ré?, n}:}w# six montha afbor Boussesu had lefh
Pngland, Hune disoussed in & lebber to Adam Smith his £lights e aleo
'Iam;r ohnnmd nia
attitude from the original favorable oms, for he was at this time

attemptad to a;halm his ah&mnﬁern Hime |

entirely unpomplinenterye

Thus, you see, he is & compoaition of whinm; affectabion, wioked= .
negs, vaniby, and inguletude, with a very small Af any lugredient
of medneesssesHe was bired in Bnpland; where he was neither
perseoutad nor caressed; and where, he wes gensible, he had
expomed himgelfs He rasolved, therefors, to leaw ity and heving
no preyence, bhe is obliged bo ocvntrive all those absurdities,

- which he himaelf, exbravagent sg ha is, glves no eredié to. A
least, this 1 the only key I oan deviaw to his charasters The
ruling qualitiss abovesmentloned, together with ingratitude,

% Ibide, pps 3483404

% thide, pe 8864
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feroolty, and xying,‘ééi‘n@‘ud‘noh?mgn-him elaquenee and inventdon,=-

form the whole of the oomposition, 8

(1re7) |

- Even though Hume wrote muoh shout the quarrel with Reuasesu,
Boswell, whawoﬁa 1&:3, 1@ supposed te have had trouble with him slso.
On Fqury 1, 1‘?{31,_ ha told the Feverend William Temple shout a quarrel
which he had had with Houssesu the préceding summer, mentioning algo
Hume's troubless Ividently if the diffioulties of Bogwell and Rouseveu
were as serious as thoww of Hume and Roussesu, Boswell at leash wrote
less about them and was not so epeoifis as wes Hume. Never were his
somuents vory definites |

Pavid Hume, you know, is gone baok to be s minister of stete,

being appointed secretary to Mre Gomwmy. I fanoy he will

heprdly write any moredsssHis quarrel with Rousseau is o literary

tragiesonedys ., You must know Rousseay quarrelled with me, too,

and wroté me last summer & pesvish letber with strong merks of

frengy in 1t« For he hag never yet told me the cause of hisg

offeriges As you will cbaerve, how different is oup ’frimdum?&w

o | N | 1767)
~ Acoording to hha glluns.ena whioh haw heen olbed, most opinions

congerning the life end personality of Rousseau were unfavorable. |
Boswell and Hume, :wm wdmired hinm at fireb, nMad their attitudes

when they ‘i-eall;v kenew hims ‘The first ovidense of & definitiely unfavorable
rosotion is found in a letber é;t' Hmnb to Dre Blair, July 1, 1?'63; Boge
well, more then six zﬁmﬁhs later, mmhhma B qumal with Rousseau in

the mummer of 1788, ﬂonﬁ of the allusions, both favorsble and ﬁnfwambla,

are of & specifio nature.

# Thige, pe 8776

37 Boswell, Letters, op. gie, Do 103,
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ALLUSIONS TO ROUSSEAU'S WRITINGS

- Power fwmmbu: sonserring the writings of Rousgesu seem bo
have boon made although several definite ordtiolsms were founds Judge
| fmg by the mmbw and 'ohu, kind of allusions o Rousseau's 1ife and to
hig writings, we wonder whebher people in Emgland during thig period
werg not more interssted in Rousseau's personality than in his wrltings.

‘Rousgeau’s writings are of two prinelpal types, the Aubellsotual
or $heorstical and the purely literarys In the intellestual or
trhoamttml group are the twe Di iooum. Le Contrat soolsl, and Balle.
al’ahough the qusa have a literary clmt, it ie prime-i‘y
ﬁhaarm«ah Lea Jonfessions end ke Nouvelle Héloipe are tha only
ws.tingn of Rousseay wmah are pwraly uwvm in types

Althwugh Les Confessions, t}m atory of Rousgeau's 112@ w the
®ime he went v Uoglend, was not published until 1‘«781:«:1786, Mbhon
msde one hrief refersnce to fw.. He had evidently meen the origimal
manusoriphs The 4w Dissours were published in 1750 and 1765, s
¥ouvelle Héloles in 1761, Le Oontrat s ___.gg_;_ and Emile in 1768,

Eaumsam'a m,mwm dur les solenoes eb ot 1ua arty, published in

1760, waa an essay on the effect of the prmrann of olivilization on
mm-alu‘a Rougsvau, in thim esssy, apaeorted the superiority of 1ife in
& primitive stabes His second aauﬁr. Plaoours gur 1'origine et les
fondements de 1'indgalitd pavmi les hammes, strossed the inmequality

% Mitue, opy ohtie, pe 4540
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of mene Roussean beliwved thay only & general wuprising would end
inequalitye ﬂoma‘rmg“&i‘a sesond Mg_, Nitse sald, "The power and
daring of thie Disoour 28 in spibe of 1v4 many mietakes, mede it Pigure
along with Lo Oonbrat sosisl in the propagends of the Revoludlons™?

ontret sogial te o treatise on government, and the Emile is o
troatise on pdueations The goners) umdarmm prineiple of the Emile
e that "Everything is good as 1t eomes from the hands of the Aubhor of
Hature; but everything dagenerates in the hands of man." Ls Houvelle

Helolse, & plomeer ramantio movel in letter form, had two sources,

Richerdaon's Olariss Herlowe and the personal adventures of Roussean,?®
1a Nouvelle Hélslge reseived three of the slght oritlolems during

this period, aud Les Gonfessions reseived ons,  Twa referemes are bo

the Bmile, one la %o the sesand Disgours, and one is & general referenod

which aomoerns. uo. partieulsr writings
- OF two general allusions, ome, Oibbon's reference to Les
8» s favoreble in a rather indirect way. All Gibbom said

y wad, "“The oonfesgions of Ste Austin snd Roussoan

dlsolose the seorsts of Yhe human heart."H "Sty Ausbin® was . Auguse

*t:im. 8 wraaﬁi‘lﬁ and dmportant early Church Father who dled in 480,

‘ 39 %b& dﬁg Pe 450«
0 hide, po 407
4 Gibbon, ops olbe, Ppe 4=Bs
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. The only oritioism which even approximetes a definitely favorable
‘viewpolnt is tbat which Hume made when writing 4o Dre Blaiw, Naroh 25,
1766, . Since he oansidered Ls Nouvelle Hélolse Rousseau's masterplece,
he thanght Rougseau foolish far Midng ‘baﬁtar'ﬁ Contret goolinl, 48
Oray, writlog %o Walpole in Deaember, 1760, orltielszed unfavorsbly
Roussenu’s oharsotera end style without nentimming a spacific character
o llﬁerury produats
- Boussesan's people do mob ﬂ.nfmmah‘m; there im but one character
and one atyle in them all, I do not kmow their faces asundar.
- ¥ have no ssheem for thelr perasons or demduot, eu not Houched
- with thelr passionsy and as to their story, I do net beliewve
8 wonrd 3§ it~enot because 1t L8 improbable, but becavse it is
abgurds ™
{1rdo)
... Ong unfavoysble oriticiem of la Nouvelle Héldlae is Boswell'gs

Bpenldng of the novel, he said, "I don't demy, 8i¥, but that hiz novel:

‘may, perhaps, do harmy but I oamnot think that his inbention was bad."4é
Boawell, more than other BEnglish writers, atbempted exousing the achions

of Rousseaus :
{1786)

" Framees Burney, recording in her M on Mareh 30, 1774, o
sonversation hetwsen ", Hys Mn, hear fathar. snd horself, uhmd
Dry Burney's deoldedly unfevorable reation bo 1a Nouvelle Héldise, The
ides bhat the novel might harm Lmpressionshle resders was giniler %o

@ Hume, apy oibe, pe IA2y
4 Géay. ope MW. Pe 208,

4 Boswell, Life of Johngon, Ops 8ibes Pe 134
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b0 Boswellls beliefs -

- "Have you read Wigs Alken's Posms? Dee Burney, they have
. been muoh adwireds There is ome poem in them, Coms here, fond
- goubh, that desoribes the sympbons of love, which sil the
s ;: Imaet with have by heart. Have nob you, Ma'an?" "Me?
oy Blxe® o o : o
"But, Drs Burney, of all the bookw upon this subjest, none
wag ever equel km'[ftwesmu’* loiael  what Peclingd what -
langwgel what fired have you read 1%, Ma'am?™ "No, Sir,"
"0, 1%'s & book that 1s ploms.” And 1% ought to be alone,”
sald my father, wvery gravelys
Mr. Twism peroeived that he was [nowl angry, end with great
sagerness he replied, "fhy, I amsure you I gave it to my sisber,
who ls bub sevembesn, and just going to be marrieds" "Well,"
returned my father,"I hops she resd the Preface, and then flung
it away." "o, upon my honour; she read the Prefmes first, snd
then the bookes., 40 , ‘
. X (1774)

. In volume IX of the Xife, Boswell gave Irs Jelmaou's idess of

=~

Rougssan's mrinttive 1ife *ﬁhwiw By "Housseau's treatise on the .
inequality of menkind,® he mesnt Roussesu's second. Discourae

“Roumseau's trontise on the inequality of menkind was ab thds .
time a fashionable %oplok. It gave rise Yo an obssrvation by
Mrs Dempster, thet the adwnteges of fortune and rank were nothing -
%o a wise man, who ought to walue only merits JOHNSON: "If man
were s savege, living in the voods by himself, this night be
true; but in elvilized soclety we all depend upon cach ghther, and
our happiness ie very mush owing to the good opinion of manlduds
Now, Sir, in oivilised soolety, eéxternal advenbtages make us more
- rospaotods e wlioney, to be sure, of itself is of no uses for ite
only wee 48 to part with its Roumsesu, and all those %aml in
p-radoxes, are led awny by a ohildish desire of novelby. ‘“” 5)

Beonuge Rougsean in Emile had moorned the use of fables em -
mwning davi‘.méa, Gibbon made the following unfavoreble oomment

45 Burney, ops cits, pps 2093004
48

Boawell, Life of Johnwon, vole I, ppe 859eBdl,
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The wae of febles ar apologues has been approved in avery uge
from anolent Indla to modern Buropes They convey in familiar
images the Yruth of moraliby and prudendge; and the most ohildish
understanding (I advert to the goruples of Rousseau) wﬂi not
Suppode either that beasts do speak, or that mea mey he,d?

‘That the Bmile had deserved burning wes Oray's opinion after
he had vesd Rougseau's letbers of protest regarding the motion of the
Bwiss gcwrnm&m«n“' m.u oumnent, although unfavorable like Gibhen's,

wWae more specifia,
(UORCLUSIONS

That Englishmen from 1760 $o 1778 were apparently more interested
in Rousseau's 1ife snd personality than in his writings is indicsted by
the number of references to each phawe of the subjeet, In oontrast %o
the elght allustons 4o the writings, we find twenty-one alludions to his
life and personality., However, two Englishmen, Hume and Bogwell, both
of whom gvidently lnew him well, were more vonearned with his 1ife end
personality than were other Englishmen, ag the data secured indicates.
Boswe)l and Hume menbtioned his }ife seven and eight times, respeotively.
Walpole spoke of i‘.nﬁidonw in hig 1ife twioe, and Goldsmith, Gibbon,
Uray, md Frances Burney onoe eachs

Afger July 1, 1766, less than six monthe fyum the time Eousseau
oswe bo Englend, Hume made xo favorable somments sbout himes Boswell,
in Pebpuary, 1767, menbioned the famot that he too had quarreled with

47 Gibbon, ops glbey Pe 87

4 Gray, ops oibe, pe B36s
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Rousgesu during the preseding gummers That Hume and Hoswell ehampioned
Roussesu &b firsh and then quarreled rebhor uddenly with him is an.
interesting snd perhaps an important polnt, The -p;ﬂvmi.ﬂﬁﬁiﬁ'ﬁ"iﬁﬂw and
Rouggesu's . quarrelsome disposition geem bo have led: first to marked
unfyiendliness and then to complete severing of Priendly relationss

Rume end Boswell, who referred favorably to Roussesu®s 1ife.end
personality five times, were the only writers of the period who made
oonflloting nomments about his 1life snd personalityy favorable at one
time and unfavorable later ons That other somentebore teok anly a
genwral inkerost in Rousgeau's life geoms to show the relatively slight
sonoern of Baglishmen, ;

The elght veferences to Rousssau's writings are those of Boswell,
Hume, Burney, Gray, snd Glbbon. Boswell, Gibbon, end Oray each ﬁlludad
bo his writings twioe. La Nouvelle Hélclse received three oritiaiems,
two of whioh were unfavorable, Incidentslly, Hume's referense to the
novel lg¢ the only gpecifio favorsble oriticimm of mny of the writings,
Yost of the unfavorable allugions to the writings ere of s specifioc.
naturs, howevery : _

. Mve of the six definitely favoreble referemnses e Roussemu are
oritieisma o' hig 1ifes The only favorsble ocritioism of his writings
sonoerns La Nouvells Haldises All of ¥he emphabically favorsble allusions
ko his life end Yo his writings ere those of Boswell and Hume.

Of the twentyw-mine allusioms to his life and writings, eighteen
are those of Hogwell and Hume, Other writers who referved to his life
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or writings only onse or twiee sre Walpole, Goldsmith, Gibbon, Gray,
and Frenoes Burneys, That Englishmen in general were rather indifferent
to Roussean during this meriod and that thelr prinsipel imberest was
in his 1ife snd nermmwy‘w indiosted by the limited data gathered

heres



CHAPTER 1
ROUSSRAU'S REPUTATEON IN ENGLAND FROM 1778 TO 1800

In the literaturs of the peried 1775 o 1800 two rescbions of

figlish writers towsrd Rousseau ure notlosablos Flrot, very few

wriders in England menkloned Housseau avcarding to works examined by
the investigator, and all writers who did not ignore him sommented
unfevorably about his 11fe snd his personality. Moreover, enly mﬁ
referemoe to his writings is ot nll commendatory, and even i{: ig very
gemoral in natures The thres writings to whieh allusions were found

are the dialogues, Roussean juge Jsen-Jasgusa; Les Confessionss and

Appprently weiters wors not partioularly

interested lu the Disovurs, Emile, and Le Comtrat socisl, Roussean's

philosophionl aud political writingse
mvugmmf 70 ROUSSEAU'S LIFE AND PRRSONALITY

In the period inﬁnﬁﬂiatwly following Rousgesu's denth, Bdmund
Burke and Horese Walpole ocontented themselves primarily with poinbing
outb outstending persamality ’t:rai{:a:, vapity and susploion, instead of
reninigodng et length abont inoidents in his lifes :rmmmmy. thone
two wribers, who were specifio in thelr critiolams, appesr to have bewen
the only wrlters of the period interested snoughk in Roussesu to dissusa
his life and personality.

Burke, lile Hane, steted esphetically his opiniona of Roussenuy
although, unlile Hume, he was slways uncomplimenterys Ten of the
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wven'aaon alluaiona in hhin chapter are aither from Burke'a latters
or mm hia pamphleh. '_"Raflmﬁiona on ’bhe Revoluts.on in F‘ranoa.“ Since
he ofbon exproaaed 111 the amne work his 1dean aancemins both Roungean's
lire and his witingt. matar&al f‘rom tha same writing Ium,, thurefore,
bam aapara‘hed and plaaad 1n the prapar diﬂ.airanu of th!.a ohapbam
Writing 'bO 8 mmber- of' the French Wati.oml Asgembly, Burka
mantiomd Rouaaeau'a vﬁ.ait to England and deseribed hinm as the "great
proruaor and feundar o!‘ the aohaol of wnity. Vanw;y he considered
Rounsau'n prlnoipal oharaatoriahio. |
We have had the ggrea'h profaanor and founder of the philosophy
of venity in Fnglands As I had good opportunities of kmowing his
progeedings almost from day to day, he lefy no doubt on my mind
that he entertained no principle sither to influense his heard or
guide hig understending, but vanity. With thii vive ho was
pmuaused ﬁe a dagrea J.Mstlo short af m&nusu
- {1791)
Walpolo, talling the Reve wul&am ¥ason about the dialogues
Rougasau ;1355 Jean»Jaagusg. added to 'mm.ty, bha tralt ofben mmionad
by Burlm, sugpiolons In dia nuuing Rcrusaoa,u‘n idea that overyona
plabised amim'b him, he saida
He asserts *bhai: there is a universal plot agelnat him, oomponad‘
of the philosophes, olergy, his own friends and everybody elss,
y the Fremoh government, and supported at grent expense;
snd that the whols world is sworn to keap o profound seoret from
him all that 1s sald againab him, though by somebody's perjury he
imown it all; and moreover the plot is proved by aue of the hmezw

looutors of taha Dialogue allowing it to be true. ( )
1780

1
pe 28,

3 Horsoe Walpole, Letters (Paget Townbee, editor, Oxford:
Olarendon Press, 1903-1908), vole XI, ppe 181«182,

Bdmund Burie , Works (Londons John C« Nimmo, 1889), vols 1V,
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8inee Burke did not like Roussesu, his condemation of him for
disowning his five ohildren 1 not surprising. Venlty he ‘?bhdughﬁ &
logical explemation for Rousevau's unusuel behavior, This reference
18 o good example of atbenbion $0 & specific inoident in Rousseau's 1ifes

He molts with tenderness for those only who touch him by the
remotest reladion, and bhen, without one natural pang, casts awey,
ag o sart of offal end exorement, the spawn of his disgustiul
amours, and sends his children to the hospital of foundlings.

The bear loves, licks, and forms her youngs but bears are not
philowopherss Vanity, however, finds ita asoount in reversing
the train of our matural feelings: Thonsands admire the senti«
mental writers the affestionste father is hardly Jmown in his
pardghed

(1?91)

Thatt Roussesu ‘mu ‘entirely laoking in refinament Burke belisved.
La Nouvells Héldise he oonsidomd & good example of his oruditys

Rousgeau, a writer of great forse and vivaolty, & totally
destitute of taste in any sense of the woprds Your magtera,
who are hlg soholarw, concalive that all refinemant has an
aristooratio charmeter. The last age has exheusted all ita
powers in giving a grace and nobléness to our nabural
appetites, and in ralsing them 1nbo a higher class and order
than seemed justly +to belong to theme Through Rousseau,

your megters areé resolved to destroy these aristooratis
prejudices, The passion oalled love has go general and
powerful en influenge, it makss so muoh of the enterteimment,
and indeed so much bhe ocoupabion, of that part of life whioh
deoides the charaoter forever, that the mode and principles on
which it emgages the sympethy mnd strikes bthe imsgination ~
beeams of the utmost lumportunce to the ‘morals and manners of
every sosiety, Your rulers were well aware of thisy snd in
their gyestem of chenging your manner: to aooommodate them ho
your polibics, they found nothing so convenient as Rousseau.
Through him they temch men to love after the fashion of
philogopherss that is they teach to men, to Fremshmen, s
love without gallantry,-«a love without anything of that

fine flower of youthfulness and gentility whioh places i,

1f not among the virtusu, smong the ornmemts of 1ife,

3 Burke, ope oibis, po 284
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Ingbead of this passion, naturally sllied %o grace and maxiners, -
they infuse inbto their youth an oldfashioned, indelicate, mour,
. gloeny, ferosious medley of pedawtry and dewdness, «=of meta~
physioal speoulations blended with the noarsest senguality,
" Buoh is the geeral mora)ity of the paussions to be found in
their famous philesopher, in his famous work of philosophio

gallanbry, the Nouvelle ﬁl@& a;*( 1)‘
, ' (1791

. Three of the allusions bo the 1ife end the p,ex?aomimy‘ar M
Roug ssau are Mka*ﬂn; -m&_iu Walp‘olég'm‘: Bnth ﬁriﬂbérn were “adwms
oritioss - N S | | |
We find, then, that the rofermou to 1‘midénta in Rousgenu's .
1ife oénée}n his vislt vo England, his belief that people piottad
against hinm, an&'*khe spuradng of hisg five ohildrens His undeaireble

porsonality treite named and disoussed are vanity and susplolons
ALLUSIONS 10 ROUSSEAU'S WRITINGS

| A few allusions 4o the wri*b!.ﬁgu oi‘ Rqﬁawau are méra vague than
were allusions to his life and persomalitys Most of the general aomments
pertain to tha style snd dootrines of hias uﬁmingh |
To writiage whioh are mentioned apesifloally are Rousseay
Gonfassions is referved o twlos and Reusssau Jugy Jsan-Jnsques snd
Ls Nouvelle Héldlge onae eachs o o

 la Nouvelle Holdiae, Les -

4
~ Burke, ops oite, pps 30«31,



A geﬁml allusion bo Roussesu, which, if Holoroft admired
Shakenpeare, ‘mliéxe,"B@ilam.«?’ape." Volbaire, aﬁd Wi lton, phould l;a
considered favorable, is found in Holoroft's Memolrs,

~Recelved s lotber from my father, alarmed, mupposed him
dyings Went immediately bo take comohs Seb out om the
25th, in the Manchesber Oummereial Comsh for Haslinghomss.s
Quaker taken up at Hinekliff, but four and twenty, conseived
himgslf a wit, rude to rheumatic old woman,,..Quaker listens
%0 learned digeourss on Shakespears, Moliere, Boiémm, Popa,
Grosset, Rousseau, Voltaire, Milten, in raptures. ( )

' ‘ 1788

Burke, who disliked Roussesu intensely, oritioised him revolu-
tionary destrines especinlly. In 1791, Walpole, in a letter to Miss
Mary Berry, mentioned Burke's pamphlet apgainet the Prench Revolutione
"Hie inveotive agsinet Roussesu is edmirable, just, end new,"® was
Walpole's terse comment, | o

In the pamphlet, "Hefleotions en the Revelution in France,"
Burks denounoed Rousseau's revelutionary dootrines snd ocommended
Englishmen far avoiding redical besohings.- B

Thanks to our sullen resistance te imnovation, thanks to the
eold sluggishness of our national sharmober, we still hear the
stamp of ow forefatherse We have not, as I comesvive, lost the
genarosity and dignity of thinking of the fourbesnth senburyy
nor a8 yet have we subbillsed ourselves into savages. We are
not the diseliples of Voltalre; Helvetius hes made no progreas
smongAy use Abheists are not owr preashers; madmen are net
our lawgiverss...We have not Been drawn and trussed, in ordey

that we may be filled, 1ike stuffed birds in a museum, with chaff
and rage, and paltry blurred shreds of paper about the rights

8 Thomas Holoroft, Memoeiye (Oxford: Humphrey Milford, 1926),
vols I, ppe 220=221.

6 Walpole, Letters (Lewis, editor), vol. I, pe 898,

29
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of many We proserve the whols of owr feelings etlll native and.
snbire, unsophistioated by pedentyy and infidelity. We have
roal heerts of flesh and blood besbting in our bogomgs We fear . _
Gody we look up with awe to kingsy with affection to parlisments;
Cwidh duby Yo meglatratesy with yeverense to priests; and with ’

respest to nobilitys Why? Beoause when such idess ars brought
before our minde, 4% Ls 3 ‘w-ra). to be so affectaed; becanse all
obher feelings are falsge and spurious, and tend to corrupt our
minda, to vitlate our primary morals, to render us unfit for
vational libertys and by tesching us a servile, licentious,
and abandoned insolemse, ta he our low sport for & few holidays,
o meke us perfectly £it fow, snd jumh%y deserving of slavery,
through the whole course of ouwr lives. ( )

1791

Rousseau'sy dm'hrinw Burke aanaidarad entirely impraebiaabla
albhough he admitted that Roussesu aoaasionally wratm with some undere
atanding of hmm affalres

Vio oanuok rest upon any of his works, though they sontain

obaervations which ovomsicually discover a oconsidersble =
 dnmight inko bhuman affeirs. Bub his dootrines, on the whole,

are so inapplliosble to real 1ife and mamners that we never

dream of drewing from them any rule for laws or gonduct, or

for rwtﬂfymg or 111ustrating anything fb:- a rafaronen to

hig opiniong.”

(1791)

Wa.lpala had writben in 1776 of m sonbempt for Rousseaus
xmxmzm of his att&tud@ nine yearu ln.tox is :aund &n a letter %o
the Countess of Uppak Ongorys Walpnyia.’rs-nbntmtﬂ.dn wag that Roussesn
"might have a:mallad By"writiﬁg. good ’aanm“‘ instend of allowing sbsurdity
to xule hime | | o
Should a dobt remsin with wy man. (yaur Lad;yship 1 flattaw
myself will not quession my truth) I will give him an irrecusable

proof of my nob having hed & hand in these Letters (Letters on
Luwgtwurag. if he wlll have patience to walt for 1ty and tha‘b ia,

| mdmund ﬁurka, Sel oot Worku (Ee Jo Payne, editar, Oxfords
Cla rendon Press, 18988), vols L1, Pps 101102,

8 Burke, Warks, pps 31-52,




that the suthor will write better then he has done twenty
yoars afber I shall be undergrounds - In shord, it is a
gapasliy that will improve by meturity, for it wlll be correoted
by oppenents; if it is not hardened inbto the defense of paraw
- doxes by defending them too ingeniously; oz was the mlsfortune
of Rousseau, who might have exoelled by writing geood senge, bub
found that there was a shox-ger mﬁh to eelebrity by @1imb1n@
the prmi.piw of abaurdum
~ (1785)

C('hmh B@usaﬁau:himaalf would have heen ﬁisaﬁpumﬁad if he had,

knowh how fay his dtéuiplaa would deviatb firom go'od tagte in wrﬁ.ﬁng
was Burke's beiliaf»--a balief similar %o Wa}.palo's 1 dee t:hat Rousgeau
"mighk have a:mellad ‘by writing good penge,"

Mry Hume told me that he had from Rousaoau himaelf the aaarat
of hig prinoiples of composition. That moute, though ecoentria,
cbaerver had peroelved, that to strike énd interast the publie,
the marvelons must be produced; that the marvellous of the
hoathen mythology had long since lost ibe effect; that glante,
magioiena, fairies, and heroes of romance which susceeded, had
exhausted the porbion of aredulity which belonged to thely sgep
that now nothing was left o a writer but thet species of the
marvelous, whioch might still be produced, and with as great an
effect as ever, though in amnother ways thet is, the marvellous

81

in life, in manners, in oharacgters, and in extraordinary situntions,
glving rise to new and unlooked for atrokes in politics end morala.

I belisve, that were Rousgeau alive, end in one of his lucid
intervala, he would be shocked at the practical phrensy of his

soholars, whe in their paradoges are gervils igitatora; and even in

thelr inoredulity discover an implioit falth.™
~ ‘ {1791)

dona‘@ming the gtyle of Roussean’ s writings, Burks sald:

e serteinly parmiw, and to a degres we rael, in this writer,

a style glowing, animated, enthusissbie, et the seme time that we
find 4% lex, diffuse, and mob in the best basbe of composition,w

* Walpole, Letters (Lewls, editor), wvels II, p« 397,

19 purke, Selest Warks, ps 202,
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all the members of the plece being pretty egually labored snd
sxpanded, without any due selection or gubordination of partse .
He 1s ﬂ;_r,o%@rally on the stretoh, and his mmnner hes little
varigby, -t o o
T (amey)

 Burks oontrasted English und Combinaibal good baste in reading
when he disoussed Roussesu's litersry abilitys Again Burke conceded
that Rousgeau's writings wers nﬂtv,ntiraly'wurﬁhlqaﬁ olbeugh i 414
not approve of him vesohingse . |

We oontinue, as in the two last ages, to read, more geuerally

thadi I believe e now doms on the Conbinent, the authors of sound

entiquitys Thess acooupy our mindsy théy give us enother taste

and turn; and will not suffer us to be more than trenslently smumed

with paradoxieal morality. I% is not that I oonsider this writer

as wholly destitute of just notionss Asonget bis irregularibies,

it must bo reckoned that he is sumetimes morsl, snd moral in a-

vory sublime straine Dut the generel spirit and bendenoy of hise

works is mischievous,w~and the more mischievoug for this mixture:

for perfect depravity of sentiment is not recomoilable with

eloquengey and the mind (though oorruptible, not owmplexionally

vicious) would reject and throw off with disguet & lesson of pure 3

and uamixed evile These writers meake even virtue a muder ta‘w(riec.)z
‘ ' ‘ ' " (179}

After mentioning an opinion eoncerning infidelity on the
Continent, Boswsll gave Drs Johnson's views. The word infidelity aa
uged here relers to want of belief in religlona

Mpge Ronnicoth, in oconfimation of Drs Johnson's opinion, that
the present was not worse than former ages, menbioned that her
brother assured ber, there was now less infidelity on the Contlnent
than there had beeny Volteire and Rousasau were less yeads I
agyerted, from good subhority, that Hume's infidelity wes ocertainly
less read, JOHNSONs "A1ll infidel writers drop into oblivion, when
personal connections and the floridness of novelty are gomey though
now and then a foolish fellow, who thinks he cen be witby upon them,
may bring them again into mﬁiom"ls(lm&) )

" Burke, Yorks, pe 314

2 Burke, ope oltie, ppe 32-38,
1% Boswell, ops oits, vol. IV, ps 288,
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If Wlpole had not helieved: that ma,w and gusplolon were the
basis of‘ Rwsaaau'n ﬁialoguea. Zﬁmamm Juge %Maaguea. he might have
wi‘bmum tlmm favorably. ZEven 'ahough hie somments were primarily
uncomplimentary, he did memtion Rousseau's sloquence and persuasive
abilitys ‘
There ia just published s Mulogue of Houssesu, the title
of which is Rousweau juge JeaneJagquess Thure are fine strokes
of plogquense, you way be. gertein, and mugh addreas in the mam ge=
ment of the argument, which is to confute the oharges of his
enomion; but the pgro rk 4 his old frensy, sompoged of

vani by and' susploiongld
‘ (1780)

Bwka'n allnas,cm to la. Nouwllo K@leiae bas been quotad m t}w

seotion ’hrep.b&ns Ronusmu*a ‘.ufe. Burlm uannidnrad Rouuem # smmbol
of the J.wdnwa of the agn and Hc)uaaoau'a nowl 8 i:ypa.eal ommpls of.
diag;uwiug wlgari'hw ‘fm idaa *hhat Hauuuem worked s a taol of the |
French rulara to make the nation more sensual iu & new ideas Al‘bhaugh.=

Buries did not agres with Rmuuamu'u idoar in Lo. Kouvello Ho:loiu, m did

osll hlm g writnr of graab foroe and vimitya nlb
X (1791)

In another part of the letter to & member of the Pranch Hational
Assembly, Burke diseumesd Roussesu's vaniby as & rosson for his writing
' I% is from this same deranged, evomnirio %mﬁ.i:y. thet ﬁh‘in. the -
insane Sooratbes of the Hatioval Asgembly, was impellad to publish

e mad oonfession of nipy mad fanlte, and to attempt n new gorts of
glory from bringing hardily to light the obsoure end vulgar vices

14 Walpole, Lebters -(Tuwnbw,,'adi’cor). pe 181,

® Burke, ope site, pps BOw3L.
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whioh we Juow may somotimes be blended with eminent telentoet"
Unlike Burke, who sometimes named e Pow good qualities while
eensuring Reussesu, Wlpole, writing to the Gountese of Uppey Ossory,
July 44 1786, condemned utberly Roussean'g onfessi ong,

& will read no wore of Rousseau; his Confessdons disgusted ne
beyond any book I ever openedy Him hen, the mchooluistress,

' lindane de Genlis, the newspapers say, 1s arrived in Lomdon. I
nauseate her ooy the eggs of education that both he aud ahe laid
sould not be hatohed until the ohiekens would be ready to die
of old ages I revers genius; I have s dear fri endship for gommon
sengey 1 have a partiality for professed nonsenge; but I abhar
exbravaganse, that is given for the quini’;eai?me of senge, and
affeotatlon that pretends to be philoaophy.

(1788)
GONGLUSTONE

The only writers who mentioned Roussean during this perdod were
Burke, Walpole, Hoioiaft, end Boswalle DBurke and Welpole, like Hume and
Boswell in the prme&lng pariad, appesr to have b;esn mors interested in
Rounseau than were other writorss The opinions of Burke and Wmlpdle. |
unlike those of Boewell end Hume, were gonsistently unfevorable. Boswell
evidently had lost interest in Rousseau, for he commented only anee about
him during thie pericds

Since Ruuwéan» died in 1‘?78 ¢ little attention %o happenings in
his life and mueh mbbention to his persomality are not surprising findingas.
Triters mmﬁimed frequently the undesirebld personmlibty treits, vanity

and guspiclone

'8 Burke, ops oktes be 2T

17 Walpole, Letbers (Lewis, editor), p.« 308,
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Although the Freash Revolution occourred during this perlod, works

with revolutionsry dootrines, the second Dissours and Le Sontwat mocial,

wore apparently not referred to; but the purely literary wrikings, Les
Ocufessiong mnd La Nouyelle Helgise, were membloneds, Burke did allude in
a yather indirect manner 'bn meawa\a’a mvolutlonary thewiem In addie
'bion 'ha “cm amm& %aamrg, Lo canemt agg% Lea coni‘asaiona, an:l

La Nouve 11 m Boussean jm Jean—Jaogua rmmiwd some atﬁm&im
at this bimw ',l“ha allusion to bha dialaguaa, Eouaaaam Juge Jman»daaquaa

is the first mnnd in this :lnwatigatmn-

ﬁm dealine of Rougsesu’s repubation, hoth from the point of
favor and from the ﬁoini; of the wumher of allusiong=-s daéline which
cemmenced et the time of bis departure from Hngland 1 Mo, 1767~m
continued thraughout the remsinder of the sembury, Lf we may trust the
evidense produced by the prosent intenaive, Wﬁgh not an entlrely
mimﬁatiw, mWsﬁima'biam | |



CHAPTER XT3

ROUBSEAUYS REPUTATION I %)

JLAND FROM 1800 10 1638

The arbitrary datea, 1800 to 1882, were ohosen, not merely
beoause they are of'bten uged 4o designate the Homantis Period in
English literature, buy bwwai this wms found to be & naturel as well
as & gonvenient breaks Willisw Hazslité, who was evidently the principal
writer inbterested ln Housseau, died in 18305 and some of his writinge
are deted as late as that year, Approxinabely one<half of the gllu=~
glong in this obapber are those of Haslitt's.

Characteristios of thie period pertaiming to Rousseau's
rapu*za*‘bim in Pugland ere tha many allusions found, the emthusisem
of mos¥ writers, and the ymamimnot of alluslong dealing with the
wribtings over those referring %o his life and personality. Les
Ceng‘eqaﬁny La Nouvelle Holdlge, snd Lo Qontret soolal are the witings

manbioned and &igousseds
ALLUSIONS T0 HOUSSHAU'S LIFE AND PERSONALITY

0f the nllusions %o the 1ife and persomality of Roussesu from
1800 to 1832, only threes=two of Lord Byron's and onme of Bamuel Taylor
Qoleridge’ a=~are unfavorable although Thomas Osrlyle implies an
unoomplimenbary viewpoint, Thres of the sllusloms in this seoblon are
WM 1liem Haglitt's, three Byron's, two Osrlyle's, snd ome Coleridge's.
Haslith and Byron, the only writers who mentlon imoldents in Rousseau's

1ife, do so in & rather indirect meuners
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Byron in "Childe Haroldets Pllgrimage,” cento IXI, dessribed

elogquantly Rousseau's personality sud menbioned his o ameation with
the Fpeuoh Revolubion,

Hero the self-borturing sophist, wild Roussenau,
The apostle of affliotion, he who thvew
Bnchantment over passion, and from woe
Wyuog overwhelming eloquende, first drew
The breath whioh made him wrebshedy yet he knew
How to make madness beautiful, and east
Qter erring deeds and thoughts ‘heavenly hue
Of words, like smunbeams, dassling as they past
The eyes, which o'er them ghed tenra feelingly and fast.

His love wme puseion's epeensew-es a trae
On Pire by lightning; with etheresl flame
‘Eindled he wag, and blasted; for to be
Thus, end evamored, were in him the sane.
But his wae not the love of living dume,
Hor of the dead who rise upon our dreams,
Bub of ideal beauty, which bevems
In him exiwhence, and o'erflowing, teens
Along his burning page, distenper'd though it seems,

For then he wes imspived, snd from him asme,:

Ag from the Pythian's mystie cave of yore

Those Oracles which set the werdd in flame,

Nor ovmmed to burn 11l kingdoms were no mores

Did he not this for Franoe, which ley hefore

Bow'd %o the inbomn byranny of yesrs?

Broken and trembling to the yoke she bore,

Ti11 by the voles of him and of his oompesrs 1
Roused up to too much wrath, which follows o'ergrown fears? (1616)

In an essay, "On Resson and Imaginadon,™ which is party of
Ihe Plein Speaker, Haslith, who seems to have had the most intevest

1 ‘ By Cambridge editlon, Bosbony
Lord Byren, Complete Postival Worke (Cembridge ’
Houghton, Mif£1lin and Company, %5335 + PD» 47m48.
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in Roussemu during this period, said thet Rousseau's knowledge of his
weale emotional bendenslies. probably evapunted for the formal strusture

Boupseau was hoo anbitlous of an smeeedingly techrieal and
suientifio mode of reasming, somraely attainable in the mixed
questions of human }ife, (as may be sesn in his Sooial Combrackws
& work of great ability, bub extreme formelity of struoturs)
sad 4% L& probeble he waa led inba this error in pesking to over=
coums his too grest warmth of meturel tempegamnt end s ‘tendenpy
to indulge merely the impulses of passions (a 2 y

| , S (1828

baﬁxig the last Qu-arter of the ﬂ.ghﬁo&nﬁh aahmy. Bdmund Burke
oritiolsed Roussesu's wanitys bub Haslitt, in the firat par of the next

oenbury, msﬁ..aad.*bﬁa effent of imiunénuﬂu sgotiam on hia writingw.

Before we can tuke sn suthor entirely o our bosoms, he must be
snother self; amd he cannok be this, if he 18 "uot one, but all
maukind's epitomes" It was this whioh gavs such en effact to
Rousgesu's writings, that ha stemped his own charsoter and the
inage of his selfwlove on the public mindeethere 1% is, snd there
1t will ressin in spite of everything. Bad he posgossed more
eouprehension of thought or feeling, it would only have diverted
him from hie ebjeets DPub it wam the exosss of s sgotism and
hig utber blindness o every thing else, that found e sarraspond=
ing sympathy in the donssious feelings of every human bressgt, and
shatbered to pieces the pride of renk and au-cumgbmoo by the
pride of intarnal worth or upatartd cireumstance. a B )

: (1880

Garlylets canception of h@uuaﬁu wdu‘ m&: of & Mad;)ﬁiisod, '
i sunderstood md‘iﬂmﬂ who waa alternately praiged and blemeds He
contrasted the English and the Frensh attitudes toward Rousmesu in the
latter part of the eighteenth sentury, olting Burke's denunolation as

# Willimm Haslitt, Ow 1ete %(E&Mod by Pe Py Howe afber
the edition of A« Rs Weller and Armol over, Centenary edition,
Londont Jv My Dent end Soms, Lude, 1930), vole XIX, ppe 52~B3.

® Iids, vole XI, pe 278,



: Powr Jean Jasquend’ Albornately delfied, and cast to the -
doges & deep-minded, highwminded, even noble, yet woefully
nigerranged mortal, with sll the mgformatliony of Hature
inbengated to bhe verge of madness by unfavorable Fortuns.

4 lonely many his 11fe w leng soliloquyd The wendering
Tireslies of the Yimey=win whom, however, did 1ie prephetio
meaning, such an none of the whhers offer, Whereby indeed
% might partly be thet the world wenk o suoh extremes sbout
himy Ghat leng after his deparburs, we hnve seén ons whole
nation worghip him, and » Burke, in the name of another, olags
him with the of feseourings of the emrih, His trus charsoter,
with 1ta lofty espirings and poor performinge; and how the
aplrit of the men worked wo wildly, 1ike celeatial five in a
thick dark slement of chaom, end shot forth ebhersal radisnoe,
allsplereing lightning, yet gould not 1lluminate, wes quanohed
end did not gonguer: this, with what lies in it, may now be
protyy mawmmz appreciateds let hig history tesoh all whom
it comoerna, %o "harden themgelves sgaimst the 4l1ls with whioh
Mother Mature will t¥y them with;® to seok within thelr own
#oul whet the world must foraver deny them; and aay composedly
o the Primee of the szr of thig lower Barth end Alrs Go
thou thy wayr I g0 minat

SRR - (1eme)

: alb&eugh‘beﬁh of Garlyle's allusions %o Rousaeau's persenality
are oakmﬁmlly :ﬁmmb:ba, imw manﬁaan&m}m faint pralee, maauaaf-
ing Toltaire's love of trubh, Carlyle sald in Oritical snd Misoellaneous

Essaysy
It ia a far inferlor love, we ahould say, to that of poor Jean
Jeoques, half-sage, half—mgmu ag he wass 4t is a more prudent
esloudation than a passions® *
: . (1a89)
Heslitt dn "On the Love of the Oountwy,” an emsay from The
Round Table, mexticoned briefly ons incidant in Roussenn's 1ife=whin

e Works (The Paople's Editdon, Bostons

P
~ Thon QurYyle, Compls
ot s, s e, e

Estes and Lauriamt, 1865

8 Ibide, wole XI1I, pa 4lle
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going Yo the howe of Nadsoe do Warens whon she 1ived at Aangays In
Pon bhe Cherscter of Houssesu,”™ asotheyr essny from m,nm hoolk,
Haslith neamed seversl lnoidents in Nousmeaut's 1ife, A paasage Lyon

the latber essay will be quoted In the seatlon dealing with the writingss

Rovasane, ;,n hia Confegsions, (the mest wvaluable of all hia
mrka), relates, that when he Yook posseesium of Wi room ab

_ Anmosy, at the house of hie beloved mietress and friend, he found
that ho sould see "a little spob of grewn® from his window whioh
andeared hin altusidon dhe more vo him, hesause, he eays, Lt wes
the £ivad ime ke had hed thie cbjeot comsbantly befare him
ainoe he lsfb Bolasy, the plnoe whers he was ab gahool when &
ohildeS

{1m17)

Goleridge, in "The lLanding=Flawe,” an easay from The Friend,
oontrasbed the personsl charsoberistics of Roumsenu and Vartin Iuthers
Altheugh the ploture of Roussesu is wather vivid, the ocnparison Le
not partioulsrly effsotive becsuse he weys so Little about Lubher.

But the herole Iuther, a glent awsldng im his abreagth, and
the avazy Rousaosu, the dremmer of lovewslok dules, nnd the
spiuner of apeaniative aobwebay shy of Iight as the mole, bub
e quickesared oo for every whlsper of the publis opinleny
tha tencher of slole pride lu his mvim&ylu,?yw the viokin
of morbid wanity in his Meslings and oondush}
| e B - {1s08)
Two unfavoreblo sllusions ere Showe of Byron's. Although
Byron Yot wm in 1618 bewsuge of unfriendly sentimemt, he made

ligh® of Rougsond,

4 Haslit, gpe 8ies vole Vs ppe 1Tl

Somel Tuylor Uolepidge, Oemnlwte Yirls (We Ga Te Snoed,
oditur, Hew Yorks Harpor end Brothers, TEE4T, vole I, po 184,
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I retired from the oountry, pereelving that I wag the
objeat of general obloquy; 1 did not indesd Lmmgine, 1ike
- Jean Jaoquies Rougsesu, that all mankind wee 4in & conspirscy .
agalnat me, though I had perhaps as good grounds for such a
ohimera as over he had,® N I
. - (1820}

Gn sotiher sesaston, Byran, oantrastisg Rouasseu end hasele
a8 %0 liberary ;*;W&mi‘a_s, habits of 1ife, charsstier, and personality
tratts, displays fanillerity with the 1ife and sharaoter of Rousseas
Although Byron believsd the comparissn be be to his om ﬂﬂwﬁage; he
admitted that ‘fRoutsaaﬁ wa & great man,® e

My Mother, before I was twenty, would have 4% that I wes
like Rouuuong, and Madame de Stasl uwsed to say #o too in 1813,
and the fdime Beview hag sonathing of the goxr't in ite oritique

~ on the 4the Canto of Che Ha, I oun't mee any point of resemb-

- lenaet he wrote prose, I verse:; he was of the people, I of
the Aristooragys he was a phllosopher, I am mones he published
his firat work at forty, I mine at elghteant his first easay
brought him wiiversal applauge, mine the sontrarys he merried:
hig howsekseper, I oould not keep house with wmy wifes he
thought all the wordd in plot againet him, my 1ittle world
seeny to think me in plet ageimst it,‘m may Judge by thely
gbuse in print aund coterie:s he liked Bobtany, I like flowers,
and herbs, aud tress, but kuow nothing of thely pedigresss he
wroke Musie, I Mult my knowledge of it te vhat I eatuh by
Harwsl nawor sould learn suything by shudy, not even a lanpuage,
Tt wa all by rote and sar end memery: he had & bad memory,

I had at leaat an excellent one (ask Hodgson the poet, a good
judge, for he hos sn astonighing onw)s he wrobte with hesitaw
tion and oare, I with rapidity and rarely with palng; he
gould never ride nor swim, "nor was cunning of Pense," T m

an exoellent awimmer, o decent though nob st all o dashing
rider (having staved in a rib ai elghteen in the oourse of
goumpering), and wes suffiolent of fense-wpar-ticularly of

the Bighland broadswords not @ bad hoxer whem I ocould keep my
temper, whioh was diffloult, bub which I atrowe bo do ever
gimee I knooked down Mre Purling end put his knee-pan oub
(with the gloves on) in Angelo's and Jackson's yoom in 1806
during the aparring; and I weas besides a vory £air orioketer-w
ane of the Harrow Fleven when we play [edl agefinst Eton in 1805,

8 Lord “B:won, W kﬁ, (Rowland Ee Prothero end Hrnest Harbley
Coleridge, editors, Londeny John Murray, 1924), wvol, IV, ps 479



- Bemides, Rousseau's way of life, his eountr MANNS TH,
hls whole oharaster; were go w:'y dif:ﬁ'emnt?’.t}hﬁ: I am ::ﬂa
losa %o sonpelve how such & gomparison would have arigon, as
1% hag done meveral times, mnd all in rether s yemarkable

- menners I forgok %o say, that he was also mhort-sighted,

end that hitherto my eyew have bean the oontrary to suoh
degree, that, in the largeat theatra of Bologna, I distinguished
and read some bugts and ingoriptlona painted near the stage,
Trom & box so disbenk, and so darkly lighted, that none of the
company (somposed of young and very bright-eyed people-«same
of them 1n the same box)sould make out s letber, and thoughd
4% was u grent triok, though I had never heen in that thestre
bolores | '

Altogether, I think myself Justified in thinking the sompari=
son wag not well foundeds I don't may this out of pique, for
Rousgenu weg o gront man, and the ides if true were mmturéng
enoughs buk I have no ides of being plessed with & ohimera. ( )

‘ 182}

" ALLUSIONS 70 ROUSSEAU'S WRITINGS

Thirtyeone alluaions from 1800 to 1838, the greatest nusber
found in any part of the study, deal with some phase of Rousseau's
writingss | Only six af the total mumber ave unfavorable, and none
of thess Ls very apecifis, |

W.1lien Haslits 1s Fesponsible for sixteon of the sllusiens,
fifteen of them favopable. Hazlitt mentioned Les Confessions, which

he considered Rousseau's best works L Nouyelle Héldige, which he
enjoyed most in his youth; and Le Gentrat gooiml, which he desoribed
a8 "a work of great abllivy, bub extrame formlity of ntruokurm"m
Be oriticiam in this seobion Ls sepeslally detailed although
Haslitt in partieular did memtion speoifie writings snd dofinite

oharmtermtiau‘ Hosb oritios who named pertaln literary tendenoies

o Thidde s :Wlu V, pps 408~4104
K Hazlitb, op. m;, vola X1I, pps BB«53.
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praised Roussesu's desoriptive ability,

L E;mne m ,referama‘a' are numx?cma aud sines they cover a peried
of thirtymuwarm aiahxfamlémnalwrmgmnt, within the proper
divﬁ-.;si;ma, han'b‘a.an"ﬁsad as o_t‘tmn‘ ,s.s: mm i‘maaibl@ |

| ‘mzm; gmnﬁmg gaa.rly in the emimry upon Rousneau's ﬁvid
style ﬂ;f“mving; 'nnm,‘: "If he had nob hrﬁe geniua, h.é mad ot least
something whioh wag & vory good wbsﬁituﬁe Por 1bs"

Rougseau iz the only Premsh weiter I am soquainted with {though

he by the bye was not a Frenohman) who from the depth of hig

feelinga, without many distinet imeges, produces the mame kind

of interest in tle mind thet 4% exoibed by the events and

recollectiong of owr own llves. If he had nok true genius, he .

had at least somsthing which wes o vory good substitute for %‘b.n‘
: : 1808)

Lord Byron in "“fonmet %o Lake Leman" named Rousseeu, Voltnire,
Gibben, and De Steel as wrivers worthy of the beautlful lake.

Rousgeau, Voltuire, our Gibbon, and De Btad)ew
 Leman! theas nemes are warthy of thy shore,
Thy: shore of newes 1ike thesel--Wert thou ue mora,
Thelr memory thy remembrance would raonllsy
To them thy banks were lovely as to all,
But they have made them loveller, for the lore
Of mighty mindd doth hallow in the eore
Of human hearts the ruin of & wall
Where dwelt the wise and wondrousy but by thea,
How maoh more, Lake of Beaubyl do we fesl,
In sweetly gliding o'er thy orystel ses,
The wild plow of that not ungentle seal,
Whioh of the heirs of immortality 12
Is proud, and mekes the breath of glory real,™"

(1818)
Viglting the Rousseau country in 1518, Byron notloed bhat
the guide oonfused Roasseau aud Bbs Preux, tha hero in La Nouvelle

T Jbide, vole I, pe 264

12 Bywron, Jomplebe Poationl Works (Cambridge edition), p. 192,
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Hélolse, He also mentioned seeing a young glrl as beaubiful am Julle
hergalfy

- After o alipght and shord dimmer, we visited the Chateau de
Clarens;y an English woman hag vented it recently (1% was nob

- lot when T saw 1% first): the roses are gone with theip
Swmery the family out, but the servants desived us to walk
over the interior of the waneion,.,.%w all worth seeing, and
then dessended bo the "Bosquet de Julie," etes, efios; our
Guide full of Rousseau, whom he is ebernally sonfounding with
8%, Preux, and mixing the man and the booke On the steps of
n oobbage in the ﬁllage, T saw a young paysonne, beautiful
a8 Julls herdslf,”

: - {1818)

Shalley too vigited the Rousmesu territory in 1816 and, when
writing o Thowas Lowe Pewwk from Gsnm, contragted the writings
of Gibhon and Rouagesu, to Hauamank'ia advankage.

.aéa:y companion gathered soma asacla leaves to preserve in

remembrancs of Gibbons I refralined fram doing so, fearing
to oubrage the greater and mors saored name of Rousseam; the

eontemplation of whose imperishable orgaﬂmxa had left no
vasansy in my heart for mortal things.’ "( )
‘ : 1818

In "Qn Pabtriotisn,™ an eisay fron The Round Table, Hazlitt

deaaxibed Rmaamu a8 "su acube — and aloquent wrmw.”w

He wﬂ‘imﬁ na uplmmm foy '&h&u nritiai#m' (1817)
The outztanding essay in The Round Table from the point of view

of this investigation {s "On the Charaoter of Rousseaus” As might

38 yoron, Warks, ops olts, vole IT1, ppe 362e355.
14 ‘ ‘ .
Peroy Bysshe Shelley, Essays, Letters ?om Abrond (Mrse
Shelley, editor, Londony Edward Hoxon, 18555, vols 11, Pe Bl

1% Max11bt, ops ofhie, vols IV, ppe 67e68,
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saturally be sxpeated, Hazliby's moat deteiled eritiolems of Rousaeen
are Pound in thia essays Ope mllusion from 4%, although not detailed,
1 porbdinents |

He did mors howards the Fremoh Revolubtion then any other
mane - Volteire, by hls wit and pemetration, bad rendered
supergtition contemptible, and byramy odious: bub it was
Rousgeau who brought the Pfeeling of irvesonocilable emudty
%o yank and privilege, above Bl%l*% home to the bogom
of wm»m,midenﬁwwa it with all the pride of, éntselle oty
and with the deupest yearnings of the humen haarﬁ_-l

L ' (1817)

In apother sectlon of "0n the Oharaster of Rou geeayy' Haslitt
mentloned Rousgeau' 8 sgotiem and 1te impor'bam# vhen ho said,

The three greatest egotisty thab we know of, that ig, the
three wribters who felt their own heing most powerfully and 17
axolusively, are Roussesu, Wordsworth, and Benvenuto Golliniz ' )

: 1817

8inoe Haslitt approved of Rousseau's ogotlem end Durle had
goorned Wia venity, Haslitt's derunoistion of Burke 44 nob surprisings

Hig Jealousy of Roussgau was one shief cause of his opposie
tion to the Franch Revolutfon. The writinga of the one had
chanpgad the insgbitutions of & lingdomy while tho spesshes of
the other, with the intrlgues of hu'whaiw garty, gaa nhggg;:
-mobRing bub the Zurnaplt of the Xing's ldbohens He would have
blotbed out the bread pure ﬁflg%ta 0 if&a.m, beoause it dd
not fret shine 4n st the 1little Gothio windows of St Stephen's
Gnapels The genlus of Rousseau had levelled the towers of the
Buatils with the dusty our sealous raformist, who would rather
be doing mlachief than nothing, tried, therefore, %o patoh them
up again, by valling that losbhaome dungeon the King's asatle,
and by fulgome edulation of the ﬂiwaa of a aourt abtrumpots
Thig man,esbut emough of him hera, 8(1617)

la ;ﬁ&da, pe 80
17 bide, pe 95

18 mide, pe 1064
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A8 Byron 4n cunto VIX of "Don Juan® named Reussesy with seven
other promlnent men, the allusion is probably favorable, although
in an indefinite fashlon,

They aoouse mew=ig--the present writer of
‘The present poeme-of-=1 know nob whiatws.
A tendenoy to under«rate snd sooff S
At human power and virbue, and all thaty
And this they sey in lauguage rother reugh,
Good Godl' I wonder what they would be atl
I say no more then hath heen said in Dente's
Versa, and by Solemon and by Uervantess
By Swifb, by Machisvel, hy Rochefouseult,
By Fenelon, by luther, and by Plate;
By Tillobaon, amd Wesley, and Roussssu,
~ Who knew thls 1lfa wng not worth o potato,
"Tig not thelr fault, nor mine, 1f this be so,w=
Fer my party I prebend not o be Cats,
Hor even Diogenes.s«We live and dle,
But whioh in best, you lmew more fhen 1,49
' ’ (1819»1828)

In eanto XIV of "Don Juan," the follewlng allusiem, whiok ig
oven more wagus, ia found,

There L& a Plower called "Love in Tdleness,™
Por which see Shakespeare’s aversblooming pardenjs=
I will not make his great deseription less,
And by his British godship’s humble parden,
Ify in wy exbremity of rhyme's distress, ‘
I touwsh 4 single leaf whore he im wardengww
Bub, though the flower ls different, with thg Fpeneh
_ Or 3viss Rousgomu-ary "Viola la Pervenchei"0
‘ : - (1819+1888)

 Dipoussing in his "Basey an Chrigtianity” the equaliby of

mankind, Shelley salds

Rougseeu 18 perhape the philosopher wmong the moderns who,
in the struobure of hism feeling and undersbanding, resenblos

1 Byron, Torks, op. oite, vole VI, ppe H02-203,

30 1hid., ppe 535-5BE,
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most nearly the mysterious sage of Judeas - It is impossible .

to read these passionate words in whioh Jesus Christ uphraids

tha pusillanimity end sensuality of menkind, without belng
strongly remﬁdad‘ of the more somected and systematie enthuslesm

of Roupsesu"
(1818#1822)

In Characteriatios: In the Mammer of Rochefoucaulb's Maxims,

Bazlitt merely said about Rousseau, “"It ig n fine remark of Rousgseeu’s,
that the best of us differ fram the obhers in fewer partioulars bhan

we agree with them 1:1.“32 ;
(1823)

Then, in another of the Charasterl sblos, Hazlitt sald,

Magnanimity is often concesled under en appearsnce of shynesas,
and ewven poverty of spirit. Heroes, socording to Rouasesu, ere
not kmown by the loftiness of thelr uwr&.ap;gé as _the greatest
braggarts are generally the merest cowards, ‘

(18238)
Haglitt in an essay, "On the Conversatlion of Authors,” taken
from The Plain Sp oaker, gquoted amother opinion of Rouséeau'h ,
Men of the world have ne fixed prineiples, no groundwork of
thoughts nere soholars have too muoh an objeot, a theory alweys
in wiew, to which they wrest every thing, and not unfrequently,
oommon sense itselfe...There is more Yo be learnt from then
than from thelr b"“ﬂ‘ Thia wad b remark of Rousseau's, and i¢
is & very true one, ‘ o
(1826)
Both Byron and Hazlitt visited the Rousseau oounbry and were

impressed by Bousseau's desoyiptive abilitys Byron told John Hurray

Porman, editor, Londons Reeves and Turner, BB0), voie VI, ppe 364-365,

21 Pevoy Bysshe Shelley, Works in Verae and ‘P?u’m (Haryy Buxton
2 -

2 Haglitt, Ops .9.5:.2": vols 1X, ps 201.

23 hid,, pe 2884

24 1pid., vole XIT, pps B2-3%.
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of his impressions on June 27, 1814,
I heve traversed all Roussemu's ground, with the Héloise
before me; and am atruck, at a degres, with the foroe an
acouraey of his desoriptions and the beauty of their reality.
Meillerie, Clarens, and Veway, and the ChAteau de Chillon,

are places of whioch I shall gay little, bouauag all I oould say
must fall shart of the improssions they stamps 5( - ‘
1816

Shelley too enjoyed visiting the sountyy Rousseau desoribed.
He praised Rousseau's imaginative qualities as illustrated in Le
‘Nouvelle Héldise, which he called Julies

It is nearly a fortnight since I returnsd from Vewal.
This journey has besn on every acoount delightful, bub
most espeoially, beocause then I first knew the divine beauty
of Roussesu's imagination, az it exhibits iteelf in Julie.
It i3 inconseivable what an enchantment the socene Hve
lenda to those delinsations from whioh Ats own moat touching
charm arises. s :

LI N I O B T T A S BN R N R NN DN U NN R NN RUE T R N SN TEY U RS R I
I read Julie all day; an overflowing, as it now seems,
gsurrounded by the soenes which it hes so wonderfully peopled,
of sublimest genius, and more than humsn geénsibility. Meillerie,

the oastle of (hillon, Clarens, the nountaing of La Valals end
Savoy, present themasalves to the imagination ag monumenbs of
things thet wore onoe fumiliar, and of beings that were onos
dear to 4t. They were oreated indeed by ome mind, but a mind
80 powerfully bright as %o oast ggtede of falsshood on the
reocords that are called reality. '( 16)

‘ o 181é

While traveling on the Continent in 1825, Hazlitt epparently
observed oritioally the scenes Rwhuaau had described and was usuwlly
muoch impressed. o

The next day being oloudy; woe lost asight entirely of the

highest range of Alpine hills, and saw them no more afterwards.

‘eesWa, however, had the Lake of Bienns and lele of St. Flerre
in prospecst before us, whioch are mo admirably desoribed by

%5 pyron, Werks, ope oit., vols III, pe 335

28 Paroy Bysshe Shelley, Letters (Roger Ingpen, editor, London
Sir Isano Pitmen and Sons, Ltd., 1909), vol. II, ppe 489-497,
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‘Rouﬂuouu,. in 1"11:: ﬁeverlaa of & Solitary Wall :
' he gives preference over “MW' gnd %0 which
o o (1826)

Flessure from reading a letbur in La nogve;; € H‘l&tso Hanlitt
disoussed in "On Novelty and Femiliarity," an easay from The Flain

v § gﬁ&%k‘w |

T onoe sat on & munny bank in a fleld in whioh the green blades
of oorn waved in the fitful northern breeze, end read the
letter in the New Bloise, in which St, Preux desoribes the Pays
- de Vaud, I never felt what Shakespear oalls my "glassy essence,"
8o much a8 then, My thoughts were purs and frees They took a
. hona from the ohjeots before me, and from the simple memners of
the inbebitanta of mounteln saenery, so well deseribed in the
letter, The style gave me the same sensation as the drops of
moraing dew before they are scorehed by the sumy end I thought
Julla did well to praise ib. I wished I gould have written sush
& lotbers Thet wish, enhauneed by my admirabion of genius and the
feeling of the objeots around me, was mcocmpanied with mora
plesaure than Af I had written Pifty suoch &Mtora ¢ Or had galned
all the reputation of its immortal authorl 3( )
o ‘ 1826

- Afber vi;iting the seene of La Nouvells Heloise, auﬂy hia
t‘a«wri% work, Hagllbt resread the novel to determime whether or not
the adverse oritics had better judgment than hew His conolusion,
althaugh not aqpouia.‘lly favorshle, is a rether indireot sort of praise.
A more de:'é;;a.lad mnsagi; sonverning hig former rondngu fdr La Houvelle
Hélolse and his logs of taste for it will be quoted with the references
whioh are more specific, o |

- X vd!.d not, on 8 re-perusal, £ind my onoe favoribe work quite so

vivid, quite so void of eloquence or sentiment as uomeagriﬂua
(1t 48 trus, nobt mich beholdem bo L) would insinuetes (1686)

BT Baslish, ope oits, vole X, po 297,
" Ibid,, vole XII, pe 304s

% ,MN vols X, pe 281,
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Gmarning.?olﬁaire; aériyle said, "Am in real sensibility,
50 in the delineation of 1t, in pathos, 101‘1;1&1.@&3,] and earnsst ela-
quence, he ssmnob, meking all fair abavements, and there ara many; be
compered with Roussesu,"0 » | |
A pdueam from canbe III of "Childe Havolde's Pllgrimape" was w
guoted at the bugimms of the sec‘b&bn ﬁraming Rousseau's 1ife and
personality a‘lﬁhaugh 1& demé_ patrtmin alno. %0 Rougaeau's wrl ting. . Byron
a‘trwﬂﬁ the i.dga ‘ﬁhat Rousasan's ti&‘ra axpgriendes and hi# paraonal Lty
had been poured &n*ba vhia warim. He desoribed his v}ri‘bing a8 "his
burnt ng pago" and said ha "knew how to make madness bqauﬂml, and uasth
o' ar erring dnedn and thoughba a hmvanly hue of wordm”sz _
~ Comparing Wwdmrth and R@uauopu in the easay, "On the Charscter
of Rousseau," Hazlitt stated that Roussenu's superiority was in the
personal ulemant of his writlngu The prinoipal dirfafeﬁa‘e between
the two writers, ha bolia'md, could he acscunted for by the ‘bypo of
writing which each did,. ' | -
Rousseau, in all his writinga, never once loat pight of |
 himselfs He was the same individual from Pirat to lasts The
spring that moved his passions never went down, the pulse that
agitated his heart never osased to beate It was this strong
feeling of inbereamt, accumulabing in his mind, which overpowers

and sbsorbs the feelings of his readerss He owed all hia power
%o senbiment, The wriber.who most nmly regambles him in our

own times is the authar of the Lyrical Ballads. We see no other
difference between them, thar that the one wrate in pross and

the other in poebry; and that prose ig perhaps better adapted
to express those loonl and persanal) feelings, which are
javeterate habits in the mind, than poetry, which embodies ita

* 0&!‘15’16, e m&; vols III, Ps 489,

3
1 Byron, Oomplete Poetianl Works, ops oits, pps 47-48,
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“imaginary oreationss Wo oamoelve that Rousseau's exolamstion,
Ah, yiola de ls pervenohs," aomes more home %o the mind than
Mry Viordsworth's disoovery of the limet's nest "with five
blue eggs,” or than his address to the ouokoo, heautiful as we
~think it 1gy and we will oonfidently maboh the aitdzen of
Genava's adventures on the Lake of Bienne agalngt the Oumbaye
land's Poet's floaking dresms on the Lake of Orasmere. Both
droatie an interest out of nobhing, or rather out of their own
Teelingss hoth woave numberless reoollections into one genti-
oo imenty bodh wind their own belng round whatever objest osours
bo thems But Rouseeau, as a proseswriter, gives only the habi-
tual end persemal impreseion. Mr. Wordsworth, as e poat, is
foroed to lend the polours of imaginetion %o impressions whioh
owe all their foree to their identity with themselves, and tries
to puint what ia.only to be felts Rousseau, in e word, interests
you in sertaln ohjects by interesting you in himselfr MNr,
Wordawerth would persuade you that the most insignifioant objeots
are interesting in themselves, becauss he is interested in them,
If he had met with Roussesn's favorite periwlnkle, he would have
transglated it into the most besutiful of flowerss This is not
imaglnetion, but want of senges If hiw jeslousy of the sympathy
of others mekes him avold what 44 beautiful and grend in netupe,
why does he undertake slahorately o desorihe other abjaotu?( )
‘ ' L 1817

In-ai'tmg paesages Lrom Les Confessions to illustrate Rousseau's

uga of the pereonal elament in hia writings, Haslitht showed familiarity
with Rousseau's life and with the writing he disoussed.s This allusion,
1ike the one which presedes 1%, is fron "On the Character of Rousseau.”

The best of all hls works is the (onfessions, though it is
that which has been least rend, beoause it oontaing the fewest
got paradoxes or general opinions. It relates entirely to
himgelfy end no one was gver 50 muh ad home on thim subjeats
a8 he wass From the strong hold whioh they had taken of his
mind, he makes us enter his feelinge ae if they had heen our
own, and we seem to remember every inoldeny and olroumstenoe
of his 1ife as Lf 4t had happened to curselvesy Ve are never
tired of this work, for Lt everywhers presents us with plotures
whiech we oan fanay to be aounterparts of ow own exlatence.

52 -
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‘Ihe passegos of this sord are Looumorsble, Thore ia the Lnberegte
ing seoourd of his ohildhood, 4w constrsints snd thoughtless
libardy of whioh sre so well deswribed; of his sl%bing up al)
night resding vromaneos with his father, i1l thoy were foreed to
dosiat Yy hearing the wmllows twitbering in thelr noatbey hle
uresaing Se Alpe, densribed with all the feelings balonging teo
1%, his plocsurs dn setbing out, Mg satisfaction in ouring o
hia Journey's end, the delight of "ewsing and going he knew not
whora"y his arpiving ab Turbny the figwre of Nedene Bonile,
dpawn with sush fnimitable precision snd eleganess the delighte
ful sdventure of the Chakonu de Touue, where he pugesd the day
with Mademolsolle Qe pad Mademolaelle Oalley; the abory of
- bis Zulietbe, Yhe proud, the ochayming Zulietie, whose laegt

words, “Va Zametbe, o sbudla ls Mabematdos,® were never to be
fargotitony We slesplug near Lyons in & nighe of the wall, afber
8 fine swmer's day, with a aighbingale perched above his heady
his Piret mesting with Mademe Worens,«eshis desoriptien of hep
pernon, her angelis snile, hor mouth 6f the pize of hig swny hig
walking out ene dey vhile the delle were chiming to vospers, and
antiolpating in s gort of waking dream the 1ife he afterwsrds Led
wiih her, in whioh mosths and years, end 1{fe Ltealf pessed awRy
in andleturbed feldoiby; the suddes disappoiviment of his hopesy
hig transport thivdy years aftor sk seolng tho sume Plower whioh
iney hod hrought home tegether frax one of thelr yambles neny
Shanborys hig thewghts in thet long Lntervel of times Ma
suppers with Ordmr end Diderot after heo came to Parle; the firat
idea of his writing %he New Elotse, and hie attashmest o
Hademe d'Houdevody big 1iterary projests, his foma, his misfortune,
hiy unhappy tempery Wiz laet wolitery redirement in the lake and
ielend of Blenne, with his dog snd his bowty hia reveries snd
deliolous musings therey nll theas orewd inbo our mimds with
recollection shish we do not ohuse %o expross. There are bo
passages in the Mow Elolee of equal fores and Beauty with the best
deseriptions in the Umf
the water, Juliats last

oEniong, 4T we oxoept the exowrsion on
lator to 5%, Proux, snd hip lettey %o
hey, resalling the dayy of thelr flret lovess We spent two whole
yeara in pending these two worlmy wnd {gentle reader, 1% wia when
we word young) in shedding tears over them

Ay et ag the Arvabian treos

Thelr medioinel gung,*
They were the happlest years of cur 1life, Wo mey well Hoy of
Wham, swaeh {a the dow of their memory, snd plessand the balm
of thelr rovollestion! They are, lndeud, aﬁw«wim whieh
nrelthar time dor clyvunsbanse oan ¢ffane, '(ml’?)

In "0n the Pasb end Puture,” an sgsay from Teble Telk, Saslitd

53 Jhide, ppe BO=Bl,
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aguin p?aiaewl Roussenu's vivid abyle of writing in Les Confesnions.

He saoms to gather up the past moments of his being like draps
of honeyw~dew to distil a preoious liquor from them; his alter=
nete plessures and paing are the bead-roll that he tells over,
and pioualy worshipass; he makea a rosayy of, ghe flowera of hope
and fanoy that strewed his earliest yea.rm ‘( )

1821

Haglitt's sarly fondnesa for Le Nouvelle Héldlise and his evenbual

tiring of most parts of it have been mentioned in this ohapters In the
essay, "Ou Reading Okd Books," he tells of his sonbinued lildug for

Le Contrat sooial and Les Confessiong.

Many a dainty repast have I made of the New Eloiseg~-the
desoription of the lissy the excursion on n Ghe wa%er; thei
lotter of 8%. Proux, reoanlling the time of their Pirat lovesy
and the aceount of Julia's deathy these I resd over and over
again with ungpeskable delight and wonders Some ysars after,
whon I met with thie work agaein, I found I had lost nearly my
whole relish for it (except some few parts) and was, I remember,
vory much mortified with the change in my tambe, which I moughd
o abtbtribute to the smallness snd gilt edges of the editien,
% had bought, and its being perfumed with rose~leaves. Nothing
eould exveed the gravity, the selemnity with which I curried
~ home and read the Dedication to the 8coial Contract, with
' some other pleoss of the same suthor, whieh I had ploked up
et n #tall in a cosrwe leathern aovers Of the Gonfenaiona X
have gpolken elpewhere, and may repeat what I have sak
"Swoet is the dew of their meMOrY, and pleassnt the 'bafm of
their raaollwﬁmnl"s
(1826)

The £irst of the unfavorable allusions is found in the Diarx' of

Thomas De Quincey. Inolidentally, this is evidenbly bthe first allusion
aftor 1800, |

I talked with Mr, Benterjak nbout Roussesu's NulleweJulipse
Soatal Contyaats Mre Be sald it was gemerally believed

34 ’
Ibids, vole VIII, ppe 23~24.
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Roueaanu 4t d not write the "Ganfeuaionm" in “the’ Emi‘.lm ‘( )
1&65

‘ Wi'hhout gomg hmo a:uy mora da’caﬁ.l than did Ds minoay, Shalley,
writing to Thoma Jai‘formn ﬂugg, May 15, 1811, queati,nned ﬁhe volus
end aoaumw of Len gmsugma.

The Confessions of Roussesu sre the omly things of the lkind

that bawe appeared, nnd they are either a disgrace to ﬁg? gon=

faawr, or & atring of falavhoeds,: probebly the latbers (‘ ) :
1811

| 3awmingly, Eaalatt'a only unflattaring aammenb acnoerns Julie,

the haruim m Ia Nouvelle Eéloiaa. In meira of' the La’ha Thomas

Holorofy he said, “meueau'a Julia., again, n aomething of & pedan’c,
n38 -
(1816)

When writiag t:e f‘anny Mavme; Koty sometimes ao:‘:fi‘@d ab

snd oold, oalaulab&ng, and maimara.

Rounaaau‘s letter writing as illuntrntad :m la Nouvalla Haluiaw n

July 1, 1818, he sald that he was glad that he had notb am‘b B 1ahter
which he had written bwauaa 1t was *t:oo muah like one o:E‘ Rcmseeau’aasg
Than, on F’abmery 26, 1820, Keats aga'ln laughed at Rousseau's
lettor writing when he wrote to Miss Brawng, |
I have been burning over two wvelumes of Letters written betumwen
Rousassau snd two Ledies in the perplexéed straein of mingled
finense and sentiment in which the lLadiea and gentlemen of

thase days were so elever, and whioh 1z stlll prevalent among
ladies of thias Country who llve in & state of re (s soning romances

86 Thomas s Quinsey, Diaéy_’ (Horace A, Baton, editor, New York:
Payason end Clarke Ltde, 1927), pe 1934

a7 Bhwlley, Letbters (Ingpen, editor), vols I, ps 77«
B8 Haslith, ops okts, vole IIX, pe 130,

59 Jomn Keats, Letters (Maurice Buxton Forman, ads.tor, Oxford:
Humphrey Milford, 1931), vole 13X, ps 86l.
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The likeness however only extends o the mavmerism, not the
dexteritys "hat would Roussesu have seid ot seeing Fanny's
and my- 1lithle eorrespondencel What would his ladies have
seid} T don't care much~~I would sooner have Shakespeare's
_opinion aboub the matber. The oommon gossiping of washere
~women must be less diasgusting than the continual and eternal
fenge and atbaok of Rousseau and these sublime Petticoats,
(ne oslls heraelf Clera and her friend Julias, two of
Ro[ulseseeu's horoineswsthey all [for al] at the ssme time
christen poor Jasn Jaogues 3. Preuxw-~who is the poor
oavelier of his famous novelssThank God I am borm in
Englend with owr own great Men befors my eyess Thank God
Yhat you are falr and can love me wizgout being Letter-
writton and gentimentaliz'd into it,. ( ) '
1820

In a:aplaining the purpow of Don Juan, Byron named Roussean
ad a Mtw who oould have a worsge lunfluenge than hes
Don o will be known by and bye, for what it is intended,~~
e 5 ﬁ on gbuses of the present state of Soolety, end not
oufaw of viees it may be now and then voluptuous: I
oan"t: help thats Ar osto L worse; Smollett (see Lord
Btrutwell in vole 2 § of R daria R [sndoml ) ten times
worse; and Flelding mo hetter, v “over be gedused
by reading Dy Jet no, noj she wi.ll go to Li*hhlo'a poeng
eud Rousseau's rousns for tha%, or even to 'bhe {mmaoculate.

Do Staels they will empourage her, and not Ythe Don, who
‘ 1augha at that, andwandmnost other Thingss" ( y
1822

CONCLUSIONS

The desline in the reputation of Rousseau which commensed sbout
1787, the time of his departurs from Englend, and continued through the
renainder of the cemtury, ias é oontrast to his reputation in England
during the Romantio Periode The Romentic Perlad-~from the sbandpoind

of the mumber of allusiona and the enthusinam of most writers-wis the

40 Iblda,‘ pps 018=51l4.

Byx-on, kg (Prothero edition), vole VI, ppe 156«186.
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period during which Rougsesu reoeived the most attemtion. Only nine
of the forty allusions are unfavorsble, end the majority of these

-ellusions aye qui‘“‘ae vague in the -ahs.‘v'gw“ |

|  Hore referennss to Rau:aauéu"n Mtinga 'bhm‘ to his 14ife and
pérsliw nagur mmgﬁm gam-i'lad, ag wae also *!sr‘ue 'f:vmn 1778 %o
18004 Ewlwv, who i the author of slmest cm—lmlf of ﬁm aliusiona
in vhis chapber, mn primrﬂy ﬂ.niaaraahed in Rwaamu'a writings,

Le Contret sooinl arad Leg Confensions espealallys No other wribing

exoa'ph‘ La Nouvelle Héldies vas mentdonsd, Hezlittt'a alluslione were,
as & rule, mare gpecifio than those of other writerss
¥hile om the Contdnent, Haslitt, Byren, and Shelley were

interested smough in Rows seau to visit the tarritsory,whiohl Rougnesyu had

desaribed in Les Oomfessions and Q@_.‘Neuvauggé;_ﬂa@. Afber thelr
visits, a1l of these writers pralmed Rousseau's desoripbive sbillty,
Other writers who alluded to his 1ife or his writings less fraquently
were Coleridge, Carlyle, and De Quinceys |



CHAPTER IV
ROUSSEAU'S REPUTATION IN ENGLAND FROM 1332 70 18B0

Indifferenss, rather ﬁhen deoided disfuvor, appesrs to be the
keynote teo Rousseau’ s reputation from 1832 to 1850, 4if the number and
the tone of the alluaions .thn_ludod in thia ohapter are acourate indisa-~
tionss In contrast to forty #llunionn‘ for the preceding pari.od,, wa £ind
only seven from 1852 %o 1860+ An allusion of De Quinsey's contains

the 6n1y adverse pritiofsm,.
ALLUSIONS TO ROUSSEAU'S LIFE AND PERSONALITY

The only twe allusions to the 1ife of Rouswesu for the amtire
period ars found in the A utaﬁiaggam y of Leigh Hunt. mmgn both
allugions are quite ineidental, they are favorables. The only reference
to the personality of Roussesu iz that of Thomas Da Quinoey snd is
uni‘avora.blm

l4ke Byron, Shelley, and Haglitt, Leigh Humt wes eager to vistt
the scenes Roussesu had desuribed and; like the ather writers, he
axpeatad to be impressed elthough he did not eny much about his
axperl e A8

A% ehmbary, I oould not resiat going w ua the house of

Rougseau and Madame de Warems, while the coaoh stopped., It
i8 up a beautiful laneg, where you have trees all the wy,
sloping fislds, and a brook; as £it & sowne as ocould be
desireds I met somie formans goming sway, who oongratulated

me on bwixfg bound ag they had been, to the house of "Jean

Juoquen s
{(1860)

1 Leigh Hunt, Autoblography (Edwund Blunden, editor, Oxford:
Humphrey Milford, 1928), pe



Hunt again mentioned Roussesu and Mademe de Warens when he
gondemned Thomas Moore's crittaism of thems

I thought, afberwards, that a men of aunh api.r.ﬂz ahould
not have condesosnded to atback Rousseau and poor foollsh
¥adane de Werens out of a desire to right himaelf with
polite life, and with the m«nory u:f some -bhough‘bless pruduu-
tiong of his owny®

(1850)

Aﬂwr guating & p«smgs from Lea onfaagi.onu ta nlwatratn
Rousseau’s "extravagant sillineas,” Do Quizoey atbempted to £ind
axplmttom for his puuliar tdeass The entire passage will be
quoted in the sestion daaling with the writings,

Aftor all, the sontimentalist had ymth to plead in
apology for this exbtravegence. He was hypochondriscel;
~ he wmg in Mli'budn and he was possessed by gloomy

imapinetions fgm the works of soolety in t:hw higheat
. publio oredit," _

1

ALLUSIONS TO ROUSSEAU'S WRITINGS

Englishnen who alluded o Roussenu's writings during this
p@riad mro Thamaa aarlyla and Thomas De czuimo:r. Gar:lyla pra.tud
g‘._o_ Oanhmt nooio.l and De Quinoay uriﬁioisod Les Gonfeuionm Bo‘bh

. carlyle and Do Quinooy roferred to Rouuenu'n duetrima ra.thor vhan .
to the ldterary quali tle s of his wribings. |

In The Frenoh Bevolubion, Carlyle mentioned briefly Roussesu's
teanochingys

Panoy, for exemple, the Professors of Uniwr»ibiu parading
the streets with their young Frmp, and maring inen

2 Ibide, m 379«

3
Thomas Do Quinesy, Colleoted Writings (David Masson, editor,
Londons Ay and O, Blmk, 189”, VOls » Pe 4284
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enthusiasbio manner, not without tumlts By a larger
m;emi 88 of fanty, expand duly thls little word: The like
way repeated in every Town and Diatriot in Franoele,eSuch
three woeks of swearing! Saw the Sun ever such s wwearing
poopla?  Have they been bit by s awearing tarantulat Noi
but they are men and Frenshmeny they heve Hopsy and,
gingular %o asy, they have Palth, were it oxly in the
Gospel mosording to Jean quuu..*( ' :

: - (1e8Y

Conserring Roussesu end Le Combrat agolel, Carlyle said in
The ¥renoh Re
Jaoques, Evangelist of the Jontweb Sootal."S

: "Reugneau’s status is desresd: virtuous Jeanw

(1837)
Then, in a more pointed allusion from the same writing, Qarlyle

atressed the importance of the governmentsl idess in Le Conbrat sooials

Time, and so many Montesquieus, Mablys, spokesmen of Time,
have disoovered iumumersble thinmgs: and now has not Jean
. Jacques promulgated his new BEvangel of a Contrab Soeiels
explaining the whole mystery of Governnent, snd how 1% L8
gontracted and bargained for,-=to universal satisfaotion?
sssThat = new young gensration has axohanged the Soepbie

Oreed, What shalil I believe? for passionate Faith in this
Gospel acocording %o Jean Jaaquas g a‘furthur atep in the

Dusiness and bebokens muohe®
‘ , (1887)

To ghow the foollihness of Rmusﬁm‘a Adoeas, De Quimuy guoted
a passage from pni-t 1, book i, of 5‘-‘-’1 (}o:__;_fl gunimaa The translation
i® inoluded h@rt» ‘Retercnaa to this ol J.gns.ou has AIroad:; bheen made
in oomneation with Rausseau's personallty.
But a mode of questioning the oraelss of darknesa far nore

ohildish, and under some shape or other, aqually oaommon
amongst those who are pronpted by mere vasansy of mind,

% Guelyle, ops oifiss vole IIT, Ppe SL4=B1Be
b Jbids, vols 1V, pe Bls

8 Ibide, vole I1I, PPe B58=b4e
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without that determinstion to saeyed founteins whioh is.
impresasd by migery, may be found in the following extravas.
gant’ sillimm of Rougmean, whioh I give in his own wordges.
a oage for whioch he admits that he himself would have ghub

up eny other man (meaning in s lunatie hospital ) whom he

had seen prwbiamg tho same ahgurditiogse
"~ “In the midet of my studies and of a life s Lanscent

as 1t was paasibla to lead, and {n spite of all that aould
be said bo me, the fear of Hell egsin agltated me. Often I
aaked nmoif, In what gtate am 1? If I should dle at this
moment, shall 1 be damned? Aaoording to my Jansenist
friends, the thing im undubitebles but to my oonseience ib
appeared mot wo Combinually fesrful and floeting in this.
eruel unoertainty, I had redourse, for esvaps, to expedients
the most ridieulous, snd guoh as I should willingly have shut
up any othey person for if I had seen him doing the likes

One day, dresming on this sald subjeot, I axeroised myself
meahm&oauy in throwing stones against the trunks of gome
troes, end thin with my usual dexbteritye-that is, soarsely
ever hitting one of them, In the midat of this finey exeraise,
it occourred Yo me to make a sort of prognostia for calming my
troubles I sald to myself,~«I ghell throw this stone et that
. tree whioh la direotly opposite mey 4f I touoh i%, sign of
galvation; if I miss, sim of dammations So seying, I throw
my stone with a trembling hand and a horrible hesting of the
heart, but 8o happily thet it hit the tree right in the middles
not a diffieuld matber trulyi for 1 had taken care to chooss
a very blg and very near one, Sinoa then I have had no more
doubt of W T lmow no%, in recalling ¥his inoident,
whether I ought t0 Jaugh or be ashamed of myselfs" .

Now, really, if Rousseau thought £it to try such tremendous
appeals by btaking m "shy" at a random objeot, he should have
governed his sortilege (for such it may be oslled) with some~
thing more like equityesesAfter all, the sentimentalist had
youth to plead in apology for this extravagance. He way v
hypoohondriacal; he wag in solitude; and He wes possessed by
gloomy 1mg1mt170m "from the works of soolety in the highest
publio oredit.*

CONOLUSE 0NS

From the stundpoint of the number of allusions, this period

is most nearly like the one from 1776 to 18004 Similarly, the period

" Do Quinoey, ope gits, ppe 486428,
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1800 to 1832 resenbles the frst period in this studye The primeipal
difrerence betwasn the @even allusions fop this perled and the mllu~
alons for the lash quarter of the e}gi:ﬁeanth century is that all bub
two of the allusions olted here mre favorable, and emly oue sllusion
in the other yxmw e aomplmnhry,

- Lelgh Bunt and Yhomas Jarlyle wrote favorsbly about Rousaeau.
Thomea De Quineey denouwnced him end his theories in Les Confessions.
Inoidentelly, Les Oonfaesal

8 is the only writing besides Le Uombrat
gogial to recwive utbention at this time, Both Carlyle and De Quincay
oriticised meﬁu'a ideas rather than his literary atyle.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

the hasis of the evidence brought forth in thias study,
we find that the repubablon of Roumseaun in HEngland feom 1780 4o 1860
flustuated considorablys He was alternately worshipped and desplwsed
but seldom tobally igered. Fluotuation which sometimes cocurred
during a ocerdain perlod of years is partisularly evident during the
period 1760 4o 1778 when his vepubebion in Englend ohanged suddenly
from favorable 4o unfavorable,

. From 1780 to 1778, Bnglishmen were apparently most interested:
in Roupseau's life and personality, fm* the majority of the ellusiona
deal with thet ‘pmaa of his repubations Bight allusions are to the
wiwhgu, and twenty-one aye bo his life and parsonalitys Over half
of hhda,‘llus‘mns, are those of Boswell and Hume, whowe opinions wers.
‘ravorab!««a wntil their quarrel with Bousseau in the summer of 1766
Only #ix of the twenby-nine allusions are favorable, and Pive of the
favorable alluslons consern hig lifes Hume, writing about la -Heuﬁm:l.lcl

Hélolse, made the only favorsble comment on the writings.

In the geobion devobed to opinions of his writinges, ws Pind the
majority of the comments concerned with La Nouvelle Héldisas Although
Hune oommented favorably about the novel, no other wribter of the peried
aritioizad Rousgeau's literary produstions favorablys Gray, who
menbioned no apeeifis writing, wrote ebout the "semeness” of Rousseau's

plots and oharacterss Boswsll and Drs Burney thought that La Nouvelle
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E@g}gg wight have o bad influenses Frances Burney gave in her Diary
her father's opiniom that the novel was nobt sulteble reading for
young girlee Boswell sald in the Life of Jokmson, "“syehila novel may,

perhaps, do harms but I esnnot think hig intenblon wes bads” In the
Life Bogwell slso guobed Johnsou's adverss crltlolam of Rousseau's
theories of inequalitys Gibbon end Urey expressed dlsapproval of the
Emlle during this perieds

The period 1778 to 1800 differs from the preceding period in
that fewer wribers oammented about Rousseau from 1778 %o 1800 and that
all the allusions in the second peried, with the exception of one
goneyal referense to the writings, are unfaverable, In wribding sbout
Rougseau's pergenslity, Burke end Walpole eritlelzed two wenknesses,
vanity and aﬁa‘pﬂ;aiom. Burkes was an espeoislly severe uritie. Inoldents
in Rousgeau's 14fe and the phileosophical snd polifiieal writlngs evidently
regsived no atbention at thie times

During the Remantio Peried, 1800 to 1852, the ocmparatively
greater mumber of allusions and the enthusiasn of most writers dencotes
& highepoint in Rousssau’s reputation in Bagland, if the allusions
found in thie investigetion ars an acourate indieations

From 1800 te 1688 the majoriby of the allusions ere favorable
to Roussesus Thirty=one of the forty allusicng«~the most found in any
poriod of this wtudyeeare favoreble. Harlitb, usuelly a oomplimenbary
wriber, was more oritical, howsver, whem he desoribed Julle, the
heroine of Ls Nowvells éloine, es "something of e pedant, and cold,
snloulating, and inzinoere.” Other wribers who made minor, unfavorable

comments about Rousseau were Byron, Shelley, Keats, Coleridge, and
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De Quinoeys, Carlyle, the only othar wpitep of the period o memblon
Rouseony, was not essentlally an adveras orldls although he desoribed
him as "poor Jean Jaagues, half-sags, half-maniao," Oarlyle's reaction
weg apparently one of pity mingled witk admiration,

- Daring this perled, Haslith, the most prolifie oritio, wes
soncerned mainly with Roussenu's writings, Le Conteat so
« Inoidentally, Ia Nauwne Holotge ta the only obher
writing mentioned during the period. Has1itt, who had liked the novel

Gonf‘e 83, on

best in his youth, wam partioularly interested in Roussesu's vivid
desoripti onas Hezlitt, as did Byron and Shelley, visited the Rousgesu
gountyy and wrote about the "beauty of hig reallty "

Ag the period 1778 to 1800 is in noticeable oontraat to the
period 1760 bo 1778 fyam the poink of view of the mumbay of allusiong
and the attitude of oritics, so i the period 1832 4o 1850 in oontrast
to the one from 1B0O to 1832+ The difference botween the last two
periods, however, 1s privoipally in the number of allusions found,
Five of the geven allusions from 1838 to 1880 and thirty-one of the
forty allusions from 1800 to 1832 are fevorables De (uinoey, the
only writer of the period who oemmented unfavorably sbout Rousaeau,
oritigized his fantastio ideas in Les Gonfossionss

Two inoidental references to vhe 1ife of Rousseau in the perdod
1m¢diaﬁel:y following the Romantic Age are those of Leigh Hunt, who
mentioned Rouasenu's agsoolation with Madame de Warenss Oarlyle, who

praismed Lo Contrat sooial, and De Quincey, who oritiolzed Les Confesg
digoussed Rousmaau's dootrines rather then hiw literary style.




 +The work most fraquently mentioned during the period 1750 to
1850 4s Le Nouvelle Héldige. In the Remantio Age, 1800 to 1832, the
novoll way favorably oammented upon by Byron, I_qula,tt, and shalla&. Byron
Iiked Rm‘s.amu‘?u‘vwld desoriptions, and Shelley was impregsed by hia
Amaginabive qualities. Haslitt had 1iked Ia Nowvelle Heloime best in

his early days but eventually ohanged his mind, Keats, the only writer
who did not seem to appreciste the novel, saoffed et Rousseau's
speoimeng of letber writing in it |

The first and third periods offer the greatest numher of
allusions to la Nouvelle Helolses In the first period, one allusion

of Bume's 1s favorable, but two of Johusen's snd Burney's ere unfavorable.
Burke, the only writer who memtioned the nevel from 1778 to 1800, con~
demned its vulgaritys | |

| FNext to La Nouvelle Héldige, Les Confessi ong reosived the mosh
attention during the entire perioed 1750 %o 1850, its pesk ooming during
the Romantie Periods Hazlitt, in the Romantic Period, pralsed Roussesu’s
desoriptive ability end his vivid style of writing, but Shelley sald

that Les Confessions were sither "a disgrace to the confessor, or a

gtring of fulashoods, probably the lstters” Burke and Walpole in the
period 1778 bo 1800 also oriticized Les Confessions unfavorably. Burke

spoke of Rousseau's "mad oonfession of his nad faults." Walpole saild
thet "his Confeasions disguated me beyend any book I ever reads" The
only referemse to les Uonfessions in the last perlod of the study is
D¢ Quincey'ss De Quineey atressed the foolishnese of Rousseau's

salvabion theories, Gibbon in the firat period mentioned the work
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“withoub disoussing L. Al'b%ethur. then, the judgments of Ldu
Gonfeasions are nearly all unf.‘awnhla. 4
| The other writings menbticned lesa frequently are Le Contrab
oclel, m the secand D:Lwom'u, and the dislogues, Rousseau j}_lgg
_mg._gmr gquess Le Sontrat aoolsl was not referred to uwsbil the
&m’aw l%riad vwhen He.slwt mentioned it Mom He apoke of him

conbinued liking for it end desoribed it as "a work of great ability,
but extreme formality of sbruoturs,” Oarlyle, in the last pariod of
the etudy, prahaa'the goversmental ideas set Porth in Le Contrat sooial.

Walpole, in the last quarter of the century, monbioned the Pach that

Rousgeau juge JahnmJapquau wag baaed on venity and suapioion. DBefore
this time, Joh:iuan had ﬁriwm of the ungoundness af'Ramuoau'u theoyry
of inequality, ss expounded in tha segond mam '8+ Oray, about the
@ame time, wrote that the Emile had deserved burning when tuz we.é
aondemned by the parlement of Geneva, |

The Romantioc Age ig the cm‘ly‘ time during whioh Rousseau was
pralsed for his literary ability., Then, Haslith oommended most his
desoriptive style aund saild that he had "true genius or e good substitube
for it." Hazlith alao desoribed him ag an "acute observer and eloquent
writers" Byron and Shelley, alvhough less enthusisatio than Hazlith,
lileed hu desoriptive style of writinge

Few allusions bo inoidonts in Rousseau's life are found. The
most, related in the first period, deal with Boswsll's and Fume '
manting Roumsenu, the question of the pemsion, and theiy qimrnl. Obher
facte discussed in less debail are the disowning of his five ohildren,

his association with ladame de Werens, and his plot delusions,
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'Ehgiﬁi'nh opind en of Rousseau's personslity was apmrently
highest ‘wmmm quarrelied with Boswell and Hume, Hume before the
quarrel desoribed Roussesu as "amiuble, gay, polite, and sooiable"
 bub after the duarrel gelled him & *wadman and a villein." Burke and
Walpole in the next perled eondemned his vanity, susploious naturs,
end wlgafrity« In the Romsntic Period no writer mentioned espeaially
ﬂa%aﬂ.ng personality traite although Haglitd prajged the valuable
offest of Ws ‘eg@tim on his witingss Writers during the Homentie -
Perfod wers evidently move iupresssd 'by‘ his 1iterary products than by
his life and personality.

Bidenae found in the study indioates that the grestest enthusimsm
for Rougessu snd his writings in the one-hundred-yeer perioed in England
came from 1600 to 1832§ but if the time 1imite of the investigation
wera o#tmndm to the present, it is antirely possible that s period of
8till greater appmw%l might he Ffound,
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