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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
The Nature of the Bhudy

Mook opitieism has been made of bthe methods used in the seleobion
of %exthooks for sphoolss Repooially has this oriticism been leveled at
state bextbook meleating agensies whieh selest textbooks for the entire
state on & uniform basiss The faohk that twenby-five of the foriy-eight
pbates in the Imited States hmve scme type of sbate sontrol of the seleo-
tion of sohoolbooks mﬁﬁw‘bea that the sentiment of the people in most of
the sbates hes been somswhat in thet direetion. Espesially hag this besn
true of ﬁ}m porthern and western ' mwbaaa Adopting bedies, whether state,
county s or loeal, have had many Qf the same problems.

Kensag hag two laws in foree at the present 4ime by whioh textbooks
my be drisd oub in the olassrooms Those luws mye as fénwmi

Inbovatary Teuts, %hua&g; The stabe sohool book sommission

is bereby aw wiwd evbed to use such sohools in Xansas,

up b0 and Inoluding the eighth prade, as in the judgment of sald

opmmission are needed to sonduct laboratory tesbs of sshool text-
books whish ar'e being sonsidered for mdoptiom by the schosl beok

wommdssion for ude in the sohools of Keaneas.

Toxtbooks Yo be Used in laboratory Tests, Sources Whenever there

is submitted Tor sdoption for uee in the auia’é'ia of Keunsas a Sext-

book whieh, in the judgment of the state school book commission ey
be guperdor to the texthook i;han iz use; the sohool book ocommission

1 Sehool Laws of gmaw Mzae d (Topekn, Xapeas)s Xanses State Printe
ing Plawt, Y937 po BEG, ’




is then authariped and dirested to sesure a sufficient number of
sald textbooks %o use in forty or £ifty of the avernge sohools
of the state for sush period--not less than ome yesr nor more

then dwo years--ag, in the judgment of seid commission, is neo-
essary to make & aomparison of the progress whioh oan be made by
pupils In the seme number of average mohools using the texts

then in use in the same subjest.

We '.u’ ¥arlham, state ‘mpazj&ntmam and nmzman of the atets board
of eduoetion of Kanens, aprointed an edvisory commitbee of five members bo
devige plans of mrovedure for laboratory tests. xhé nembers of this com-.
pittee are as followss o

Doobor Hs Be Sohrammel, Director of the Buresu of Hdusa

tlonal Messurementa of the Kensas State Temchers College of Eme
‘pords, who is vhalrman of the committesy

Professor Oy ¥y Grubb who 48 a faoulty member of the Kansas
Btate Temchers Dollege of Pittsburgs

Mise Maude Holtindes who is Direotor of Teacher Training of the
Eensns Soate Gollege of Fort Huyss : -

_Miss Alta Hendriskson who 45 County Superinbendent of Hodgemen
County;

. Miss Evnectine Laamqwha is Gemeral Buperviser of the Arkansss
Oity Bohoolas | ‘ _ L ‘

The purpose of this study wee fourfoldme-bo shudy .(1) leglalation
Mmiting the wlwﬁmgagmaim in gome an*s_ssxg (a)\' procedures used in bewke
book ewalustiong (af;) ‘mome modentifie methods of ;wmbbak eviluation whioch -
have been developeds ‘mc& to present (4) some recommen ‘1;11:-!15 for the Kenemg
State Bowrd of Bduoation, |

Prwﬁ.aun Btudies

The "National Boolety far the Study of Eduoation"® made a study of

Guy Mombtrose Whipple, editor, The Textbook in Amerioan Bduoation
Blahtesnth Yearbook of the National Boolely For Ehe BEudy of Tussilen
?gz‘b IT (Bloomington, Illinolsr Public Sohool Publishing Company, 1981),

BP»



textbooks in 1981, Ehm wHa m of 'b!w bent mms m:f' mw dowrdoan bext~
'bmk: ‘bhat waa @W mah Thig mﬁy ciml‘tf mvb ﬂnly Mrbh bhw making of
wmbwkm but nlm wihh bhe wna.wiam w&&w whmh *baxthaaka were -geleated
for use in tho muu mhmalm '.m mmbwa of the amwtwu who prepared
the meterial for *bha  yesrbook have since writben articles for the 1&&&5:1@
aduoational m&g«ama on the' mibjaw of bextbook pelectione _

A Whipmaa made o gtudy of mebhods of seleoction used hy different -
gahool ‘syetens. 8he has written a number of very walusble erticles on bext-
hoolk salms%m. o ,

‘Emm hwe baem m:kwrs in ﬂm i‘ialaa n:!' pmha‘wg;y an& eduaa-bim who
have amrlmnbm wﬁﬁzh aifferm w;ma of provedure whicsh bave been applied
to the mlm’eicm of tam-«hhwka, o :

a.'m wwda uf mﬂﬁf’ ja m&m im Lhe mima of *bmmok. mlw%un
wwa an mum;

« +» & the wolomce of textbook gelesbion 1s gbil) In ite Mmay»

While declsions about bextbooks have baen made as leng as the books
have baen markebed, attompbs st volewbific appraissl dabe from very
recant yours. Little of the sxperiense gained from exmining and
oomparing bextbopls has been revorded. The aotuel work has usually
_been dene by busy superintendents and teschers in thelr apare Hime
‘8@ an oesasiooal or an emergensy tasks Moot of the decisions hewve
been based on gubjestive oplaion, often on & single Fonture ar ’bhe-
book seleoted o a single objestion to the text vejeobeds Objeu—

tive measurement did not enber into the prosedure. Indeed, bthere

is #bil) boday mueh of the ssme feeling toward the objective measure-
ment of bexthooks that thore was with regerd to woaswring the re-
gulte of elmgsroom instrucbtion in the deys when standerd wm wore
firat proposed.

8 Gertrude Whipple, "Procedures Used in Eeleating Suhomlbabkﬁ.
Elementary Schovl Journal, 383685-75, Mny, 1986

& william A Averill, "Techniecs for Temchers in Judging mmbmn,
Aliwbﬂ.em vi’ Rmmmh k“mcimg.& o OQurrent Bducetional mebww mhing«v
prioan Bdueational Researoh Aam:miwim, Iﬁﬁﬁ Ys :pp. .
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Trusler® made an snalybival study of textbovk legisletion in whieh
he sbudied the textbook laws of the vrious states. He found tiat Kansas

legislation compared fﬁwmbly with ‘gm éf eﬂzhw gtetes, A proposal waws
made for iwgiﬂlaﬁiw'uhaﬁgaﬁ ’but'in his a’mdy? he did nok venture into the
field of textbook evaluetion. = .

pavisd o

sinee 1915 and then develeped a soore cerd for eveluating them. His sbudy

mde on eoalysis of generel seéience texbbooke ueed in Kansas

wie not, however, & stuly of eurrent procsdures used in textbook seleckion,
am OF tho Sudy

© In this etudy the m'wﬁr hma 1imited his work to thab of Sexbhook
m!aatian snd melesbions Gartnﬂ:u logiolative limitations were studied with
rospeot to thelr relationahlp o kmﬁbm evaluations State lawe of sorbain
sbates having sbate soleotion of bvextboolks were studied in order 5:» nobe
what inmuma *&hw bmd on 'hmhmk mluaﬁian and mlwtiam Hot mﬂy Yogal
procedures as dw&mw Yy law mm mama, Tt a.lm ﬁm m‘hhada mtmly
uged by the a1 parent swiwa h&v.’m@ mm wlwﬁimg hadmm wmra wlzzllimda
nd wes ‘bo famml&*ba Maommndn{:iom for ‘Ez}w sbate

Alﬁhaugh the j pw@ in g
‘bmr& of’ aduaa'bim of Ransas, e.tfsy ma-bhada of *bambaak mlmﬁim ma mluan
tion wers m'tmdmd to find wehat mlgm ’ba M’fared by islmm whieh wmum bra of
value in *bha formilation of these wcammmtima for the sbtete of Kenses.
Sa&ent&fia Mdn in tha wiaaticm m& eveluation of bextbooks were stmdiad,

B Willard e 'rrualer, mmmkﬁml. ﬂimd;t at. mmmumm
in the Yarions. Shates end e Bascomemded Pewkbook. Lew. for. Rensss,  (unpube
1ished Master's thesls, Kansas Stete Tonohers Gollegs, Bmporis, 1988), 81 pp.

8 Oharles M. Davis, 'mammm 0f the. General Ssiene. Pextbooks.
Used. in Kensad Sohonla 8ixee. 1916," (unpublished Mester's thesis, Kensag
‘Btabte Teashers (ollege, Nmporia, 1537), 71 pps




such as, oriderle for Yextbook evaluation, seore eards, and frying ouk

books in the elagsrocms
| Mebhod of ‘%a‘wc‘im"a

An Inquiry wes sent to the state superintendents of every stete in
the Unibed Sbwbes asking them if they had state adopbicn of bextbooks for
the o lementes
ablon of publisations submitted for sdoptions They wore also asked For any
printed litersture sovering their methods of selestions

From the material aam# by shate superintendents having state adoptilon

y '-Wh@@i!m and, 1f po, winb mothods wers anployed for the evalu-

of textbooke, A ohert was made recording the materiel which might be used
in the study, |

The lewe of the stetes whose superintendents semt literaturs rogurds-
ing bheir textbook lepisletion were studied %o Sind any rogtriotions they
might have on Mbwk mlmtﬂ.m. '

E@mka, i:iaaia, publioations of learned nrmﬁ.swbisms, mﬁ. Uty
publiahad mWiala on m*bhwk MGnticm were reud vo find any pm&wﬁurw
used in dextbook evaluabions

After this survey of the fiold an outline was mede end additionsl
materisl collectod as it becwme evalleble.

Bources of Data ‘

The answers to the loguiry sent out Uy Dootor Hy Es Sohrammel, ohalre
mn of the advisory GJMﬁw@‘ of the Kmnses 8tate Board of Hducation » BUp~
plied a large part of the dabe on ourrent practices of stetos heving state



sdopting bodiess Although the replies from whetes not heving state
adopbing bodies contributed very little, the substanse of the lotters my
be geen by ﬁurning o the appwdix. mwy WOTH addmd ohiefly ae a mattor

of resord from the queammmam in ragwr& tn whether or not the state had
state sdoptlons In somo insténces, suoch as iu the reply from Permaylvenia,
there wae & definite contribution me to the pﬁé@a&éﬁa@ used in that shate.
Replies to bhie inquiry wero recelved fyom 41l the statos axcept Deleward,
?Kmrbu@%w; Hontana, Oklahm, Moarylend, and ¥llinois.,

V&lﬁablal' dats were also obbeined from various sbudies mede by lesrned
socletiess Poriodiesl artioles which dealt with studies mads by somé of
the lending educabors wers also used. Opiniens of the lsading educators
were also obbained from profoswional periodicals.

‘There werse & fow ‘bv‘w‘ka which dealt w&thtﬁa seloation of bextbookse
Albhough Shey were of little use:in the sobual writing of this thestis) they
wore enrefully sbudied exd undovbbedly influenced the writer's canslusions.

The msohool eodes of 'vérimé Blates were also uséd dn meking this
. study s In mowh cases the mam’fs re@anﬁ podes were senb wﬂ.ﬁh the raply -tw the

"

‘.h:zquiry whioh wis ‘previously mentioned,
hai‘itwh&m‘ of ﬂ;‘em

Joginlative limitationss In bhls study legislative limitations were
roferred to ae tha:w restrietions mde by mbate :egmmm-m ‘Tews whioh

limited authority were izwwm'ewd as legialative mmmmaom,

ﬁelwbing; ‘badwa or wlmat g aponsien. Beleoting bodles or aelwﬁing
agenoles were interproted as meaning those sommittees whieh advised -wram |



stricted the edopbing bodles., : v o
Adopting bad‘.’m or agemiaesu Those bodies which bound u given

ares or aveas by conbrast for '?mmbaaks o ?m uged within thel given ares
or aroas vmm in*bm*wateé aa mdopbiug bodles or agencies.

| Mayti‘% mtnmrm The group oy committes given -t:h.a right by :tu,w ‘
'an ma ke adom:iom was duﬁmd 1] ‘bhﬁ adapting authorrby.s

Pmmmimml.,‘ ﬂ'he torn "professional” s imerpmmd +o mesn -hham

p@rmma mﬂﬂmly mngagad An the field c:i' edusation., | The eounty and ,afmte
guperintendeénts were sonsidered professional.
mﬁa m»mima, When 8 ataﬁa adopting ageney adapted the bwka Lo

& gh@n gtate, 1t wae im:erpre*had B !mving state adoption.

- Yooal sdoption. When sdoption of textbooks was made by the local
sohool distriet or the wity school gystem, Lt wms interpreted as looal adop-
tionw

Toxtbook evaluation. Methods whereby a value might be nesigned a

toxtbook, eitheyr of an individusl nr a oompayutive nature, were aonai&m*ad
as mothods of textbook evaltuntion. |

Open aam@ttaaa. !@mﬁbg@k, seloabing oormittess whioh were opsn to
suppestions from the yublia were defined as “open® committess.

¢lomed ammam Pexthook seleoting vommittess which were mesret

and olosed 4o suggestions from the publie were defined as "elosed" 'mmmm.
Prosontetion of Date

The daba in this thesie were presented in the form of {1) dirent quote~
tiona from selestions yead, (2) tables omatruated from material rmeiwd,
(8) tablos taken from selections rend, and (4) summeries made from material

read .



CHAPTER IT

IBGIBLATION LIMITING STATE SELECTING AGENCIRS
IR BOME STATES

The legislative limitations studied were prinedpally those affeoting
texthook aaimtﬁzg agenoies in eigiﬁ: sbatos which had phate selecting bodies.
In goms ptates the adopting and selecting bodies wers the sume while in
other states they were designated by law me separate bodies. In this chapter
some of thewe leglelative influenves were wtudisd to show some of the llmita-
tions placed on meleeting bodies, In order to give baskground to .-Shin thesis
the argmiw&im of seleobling bodies wes sbudied.

Organisation of Seleoting Budies in Bight :&-\bawn’

Alter studying the Baﬁwl oodes of a number of states whisch had sbate
selootion of textbooks, it was found that salecking bodles usually advized or
restrioted the adopting bodles. The seleching budies rated or svalusted
toxthooks whidh me submltited for adoption, Just what epesific methods they
used were not found for many of the stutes. |

whe.‘mapbﬁ,ng agency wag found bo b@ the body whioh after reseiving the
resommendstions or in some vases restristions of the selecting body bound m
given area or araas by sentraet for ﬁenﬁhowé to be used within a given ures

OF BrOBE.
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Gaffwl olagsified the adopbing euthority in five different ways
goaording bo the wit in which the adoptien waps made. He olapesified the
forty-aight staves as shown in Table I, It will be observed that thers
are five types of adopbing suthorities, namely, state ‘ixexbh&ak aonmd galon
or gommitbee; ptatey board of education, sbtate textbook commlasion or sbate
board of eduaaﬁian a»nd 166&1 mmol ‘hoard; emty bm& af eduaatiau und
Maa.l wh@al mm; mﬂ 1@39.1 sahmai hwd; N

I-{-. wﬂl ba m*hiaad *blm‘b Naﬂ:h Garolizm wes uma undar *bhree of
%ﬁm ohuaiﬂm’hims. ﬂwbh €5ara11nn had & ntate aontml ngra'bm mah
a&maa Y mﬂ.‘bﬂ.nle '.l&s'h of ‘b@@kﬁn F:*om this uat -bhe wunty mﬂ distriot
We anmd o uelaais tmtboakm Gtwy unﬁ.ta wara dealt witzh direstly 'by -
tlm mm nahonl autheritwa 'che Bame an tha @wn‘by unif:a. Gaaregie alm o
had wbwba, amn’ey tad Ioaal ooxtrol.

Albhough Table I indisabes theb the mdopting authority in Tennessee
wae the s'lm‘ha taxﬁbo«m amﬁaatm or uom&wea, uha adﬂp'hing awbhurity was
gl:mn to amllar uni*hm Thla faw waa borm out by a qua‘ba'hion from: 'bhe |
sahaal laws of 'rennaaaeea whieh follews: -

mi.’fmia‘“‘&"?:;ﬁ&iﬁ if“ﬁiﬁii”éﬁﬁiﬁkﬁ“mﬁ '%2:3 exolugive-
1y in the elementary and high schools of maid sounties, from the

1886 of textbooks 1igbed for sdopbion by the State Textbook Gom~ -
mlaslon, » « 5

W L Coffey, "leghielative Agensdes for Textbook Belsotion,"
Thirtlebh Yearbook of 'bha m‘eaoml Boolety for th@ sw mf anatﬂ.un,
Mgw ‘Tamnﬂ.nghan. i.xw my  Pubiic g hool ng Gompaxy, 1081),
P« »

8 R. D. Bost, Bupplement %o the Fubllo Sshool laws of Tennossee
(Waslville , Tennasseos Deperbmont of HOWOAGLOX, 1987)s P+ Ths
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TABLE I

GLABGIFICATION OF BTATES WITK BEFERENGE 70 THE YYFE OF
* ADOPIING AUTHORITY

book Commig-
gtake Text- Boaxd of Edu- County Boerd

book Com= State - eabion and - of Bduoation = lLooal
nisaion o Board of Looal Sehool and local Bahool

Conmitben Bdvoation ~  Bousrd -8ahoo) Beard Board
As. Ardn s Arly Towe  Golo.
Pl ‘ Xdaho Uallf. Gae » - Dals
Mond « Ind, .. Comme R 9 B & 5 P
Okla » Kengas  Ges - Moy . N LT
Tenn. la.. Be ﬂtﬂmb Vg,
Toxi 3" i N Misgse -, S.Dake Miohe
Ubah BeCo : Heve . Washe Mo .

Vo o Helexs S Wige : ) Heby,
‘ Hals : o ‘ KuBe
0!"9'@ . Hads
WeVe. ”‘Y‘Q
‘ . . o ¥aDake
Ohis
Ralu
vt

Wyos

Hond table thuse In Alabawma the adopbing aubhority was the textbhook
somnittoe. (a) Adopbe elemsntery school bookssy (b) Adepts high=sohowsl
textbookey (6) Adopts olosed list for elementary schools, wultipls
lieh for high sohools. (d) Gities of first and sesond class exoluded.
(s) The pesple vt their annuel meeting adopt the texthooks for the com
mpn sohooks {rural sehools)s the school boerds for nther diptriots.

From deta derived from the recent gohool scdes of elght states, Table
1T was compiled. This teble shows the selecting end ndopbing bodies For
A.‘;abm, Ploride, Indiana, Kensmg, Worth Carolina, m«maaee, Texas, and Weast
Virginia, Nowth Carolina had two separate selesting bodies: bhe textboolk
csommission for the elemenbtery sohools and the sbate uommamé for the high

sochoole,
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The motholly of these eipht stmtes whown ifun Teble II were sbtudled
somewhatk in &Wil to ssoertain how thelr seleoting bodies wers orpanized.
The remson for chousing these particular states was that they sent litere~
ture regarding thelr most racent textbook lsws. The states sending letters
with quotations of the lew were. :tn&ﬁémwj axd Woet Virpginia. Iawe in effect
ot ﬁm wésmﬁ tine wers cbtained from the reminina si:?; ﬂtahes Ay booklet
form, . | | T o

mbh III ﬁhWﬁ bha wlwﬁim md mmbarahﬂ.p of aaleeting bodies in
aight stataa. The wmm mﬂaima i.n these m'hea wag Yo have tho EBovernor
of the state or tho state hboard af eduontion appolat the selecting body.
In three instences -Ehis was dm on retomendation @1‘ the state aupar&m
tendont. When the ghate euparin‘hand@nt wae wnamarad a professiopal member
of the meleoting body, as be was \mmsiﬂereﬁ in Table III, the Wm-‘&as of
Alabama, Florids, Yorth Garolins, v&'énnassaa, and Texas had praﬁ’a#é&mml .
leoting bodies. The ebtete superintendent was an ex-offiolo membeyr in the
states of Alsbams, Flaride, Indiane, \Tenmam&,.and West Virginim. It wme
interosting ‘to’mw the 19@&1 qmliﬂeaﬁianﬁ for -bhﬁ aaiw%mg ‘baﬁléa of
West: Virginis and Kansass I Banses & mgwm of the members of the et
book mévﬁmry aumiwea waw o 'I:m mufammmla *wh&la in Weat Virginia the
selaoting baﬁy was to oomeist of the m'tw supw&ntmdnnﬁ and six members
selested by the govermor from ’che two mdar polﬁabiaal partiess This would
neke th@ whate uuperintondmt the emly nmesaary prufwmiaml mewber &8 ye~
quﬁ.rad Yy 1m o merve on the Mlmting body in Weat 'ﬂ‘irgﬂ.n&m The nﬂﬂaory
conmittes of Kanaau ms to congist of not more than aine mmbm-aq. The -hem
of offﬁ.ma Wa el dwim%d by lawe In Indiana the ssleoting body was pro-

foasional with the exeeption of the governor and lieutensnt governor who were



two of tho ex-offlicio members.

superintendent.

TABLE IX

The othar ox-officle member was thy state

SETRCTING AND ADOPTING BODIZS IN EIGHT STATES
" HAVING 89ATE SRIECTION OF THXTBOOKS

opbing Body

Alobame
Floride
Tndlaga
Eonges

Horth
Ceroling gmam.g
i ﬁi' ‘gw

Tennessee

Texos

We Vieglnia

texthook commitice

oxtbook rating ooms

mithee

edusstion

textbosk advi‘mry'
pomaitbee
text-book Sommission
stabe oomities

- sbate textbook
sommigsion

bextbook oormittes

state board of edusa-
i

gtate boa

7 'ﬁﬁ%‘baﬂk M@msiﬂ-@ ‘bmrél‘

m%m ta:z%bmék purchasing
board ‘ : :

ghabe bwd of education

ptate board of eduoation

ghate bhomrd é.r pducation
¢ of sdusntion

sounty, olby and dishbricot
boards of edusation

ghats board ‘af edusation

state board of edusetion

Read table thuss In Alabamm the seleoting body was the “bextbook ¢ome
mittoe” and the adopting body wae the "bextbook purohasing board,."

12



State o mﬁ

Qfﬂ.ee

Florida

Indisns
Kansas
FRorth

Garolins (EESi)
, {m 3

Tsmesm
Texzas

L ]

5
7
-]
&
B

I R IR

A

0D o D0

*

oM oW o wn

gtate board of educaton on mmmtion :
of state superizﬁsan&anﬁ ’ -

pr;es‘i&mt of stato bosrd of educstion on
receomendation of state superinbendent.

EOvernor.
s‘%&%a hosed ,‘.af a&m&‘ﬁim&.

zoverncr apd stabe superinbendent.
governor and stabe srxzaefin‘méent.

board of educmtion.

governor from the two mm poli{:iea}

par{:ias,

Read %ﬁsﬁls thus: Alebama hed sewen appointive menbers agpﬂin'bed by tha ataﬁ’a bw& uﬁ aézzeaﬁi:m: ‘on reoom~

mendation of the sbate superintenient.

Thore were sight professionmal inoluding the one ex-officic member

who was the state superintendent. The term of office was six yoars. (#) The law dld not state definitsly.

eT



In most of thets eight sbates more than sne book was submitbed by
the seleoting body and the adopting hody chose ome of these books, Table
IV shows the mumber of Gextbooks seleoted and the number of textbooke
adopted. Indiana mede exeeption of the high nohool mianévsa of botany, .
poology, physios, ahemisbry, apricoulbure, and agrioultural bobany in
which there were four eleobive bextbookss

| WABLE TV

NUMBER OF TEXTBOOXS SBLECTED AND NUMBER OF TEXTBOOKS
""ADOPTED TN BXGHT STATES

Toxtbooks per Bubjest Toxtbooks pair Bubjeé‘ts |
fate Boleoted o Adopted

Alsbams 8 1
Florida 8 1
Indiane ' 1 (H.8. solence 1
| exvepbed)
Ransa o ’ 8 , 1
Borth Carolina 4 bo 8 1or@
Tonnesses 4 %o 8 o %, |
Texag | » 1 {Blem. sohools)

' 5 to B (st olasg Hede)

1 (obher Hs)
Ws Virginie % 1 (large aibties ex-
septed)

Rend bable thuss In Alabama the seoleobing body waa regquived by law to
seleot three textbooks in each subjeot and the adopbing body mdopted one
of thewne bextbooks. (*) The number was not stated by law,

In Tennesses the state textbook sommiwsion seleoted from four to gix

books in each subjeet and from tlle llet counties, large independent distrists



is
or lerge cities were %o adopt for schools unless they met certain popula-
ion requirements, organized sertsin committees for textbook evaluation,
nnd adopted booke recommended by thess sommdbbees, ,

 In Yoxms although the law stated thet the stabte board of educebion
M, , , shall have the authority 4o select and mdopbs » » +"° it aleo wade
provision for & textbook committes and the duty of this texthbook aommitbes
was " o « bo exanine the books submitted for sdopbion and mmle their ysoom~
mendebions inwelting o ssld State Board of Bdueatlon o » « %% Ths texte
bodk committes was congidered 8 salacting bady? bacauae 44 revormended books
o the state board ai’ Qdumﬁion who wum amsepb or m:jmt -bheﬁ.z- rooommendas
tions,  The tcaxt’boak comittas was to make *bhmir mammmnﬁ&tium in writing
mlwﬁiva to the fbaaahabla walue of the books mabmi%ad for adopbion. All
tm‘hﬁgh‘ sohools ui“ Texas were to heve uniform adeption, ag well iha the
‘a};en@n*‘hw aschools, with the m&éﬁtidzx of those considered i‘iréh }é-iam, high
aéhoalm; These mohools om‘iﬁ solect from & sbate adopbed ligt which conw
tained from thrae to five books in esoh mubject. -

VWest Virginia had ¢ wniform system of adopbion of texthooks exeept in
ﬂamaﬁ'ﬂ;ad'high sohoola and in towne smnd elties whish had e population of.
thirky-five hundred or over. a | - |

In Alsbams ami Mer&da there were "ooursss of whu&y ammi‘bﬁaes“

whoss ﬂu'h&aa ware 0 oxa

o the sourss of study of the state as well as the
textbooks end eubtmit resommendetlions to the stete mwﬂ.ntmﬁmt who sube

8 W, A« Stigler, Textbooks in Texas (Auetin, Tewast State Department
of Rduoation, 1985), ps 26+ |

% xbid!; Prﬁ» 25-




lé
mitted these recommendetions together with his own to the sbate bosrd of
edusation. This wap the method used 4o inform the state board of education
ag to the subjeets which should be offered and as to the textbooks which
should be abenged. The bextbook selecting committees were then g:iven the
duty of eveluating thess textbooks submitted for adopbion. |
In Eanses the advisory eomitbes wae to select and submit
a » » 8% loast two bexbe at least one of whioh must be a bock
which my be printed by +the stabe prinmter, together with an abe.
gtrest which shall state dafini’bely the ressong for their resom=
nendations, « o "8
State Limitations on Textbook Bvalustion
in Bight States

mgialaﬁive limi-&atﬁ.am impoded on the selecting bodies in the eight
atataa of Aiabwm, Flerida, Indiaus, Kanuaas, wah Caroline, Termossee,
Toxes, and West Virginia were atudied to get a better understending of the
sonditions umder which textbooks wore to be evaluateds Table ¥ shows &
list of these items.

It will be noted thet the price wee the mowh wniform item considered
by law. A Limitation on price wae oonsidered in esoh of thene eight states,
Frinbing ran}md segond, ard meohenionl make-up snd binding were next. This
showed thet the state laws sonsidered prinoipally the price and mechenios]
.emcutim of textbooks. The lmpression is not to be glven here that Juot

becauge stebe laws did uot mention obher lteme bemides mepochenical execution

& sahoﬁl IAW of Kansas Bevimed (Topeka, Kensass Nanses Stete Printe
ing Plent IB3T), Py 261, v : 5 ‘ in
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and price that thely methods of terthook eveluations were Peaulty. Fow
limitations on'e good cormlties should enable them o evaluste texbbooks

with muoh gremtor eage than if they wore restricted by law.

rwm A

ITEMS 'BO BE GONSI]JFRED IB TEK‘.'K‘BOGK WALUATIGJN
: - IN PIGHT STATES.

Ttems Aln. Fla. Ind, Eangs Nals Torm, Toxas W.Ve.
Avthorshlp - o o #
Bduoational o :

Quality : ‘ L B

Jubject mm:tar # L m *
Merits * ¥
Suitabllity * # m *
Desirahility S " ¥

Trooatment : %

Gradation %

Usebility » ~
- Honspartissn * #
Von~geobarian » e
Gontent f . W

Moohanionl meke~up #* ' % " " #
Biﬁd&ng L % 0 # ®
Printing L * # ) % "
Bize | *

leﬂ,w ’ . S L] N # #

Prioe L e # ® # S

» *® ' . "

Maberind

Read toble thusy Subjeot matter was to be eanaidamd in the evaluwation -
of ‘textbooks in Almbume, Floride, Kensas, and West Virginia, (%) The
sbate law mentioned this 4%em. ‘

Indlene hed bthe greatest mumber of restristione pleced on its selest-
ing body Wﬁ.‘bh 8 total of 'bem, while Tennesseo hed tha least with & Hotal of
threos

In Kaneae the physiologlies %o be selected wers required to place special

emphaale on alooholics and neroobiogs
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Although Oregen was not one of the eight states studied, a rew
quirement of 1ts histary books was insluded for the ;aui'pase of making &
acntrast between spesifisstions of hisbery books in the northern sbtates
snd thoee in the southern etates. The following requirement wus made in
~the seleotion of Americsn history and eivil government texts in Oregons
Tt shall be the duty of every board, commission, comittes
or offiser charged with the selectlon of textbooks for use in the
publio schools o seleot and instell bextbooks on Ameriean history
and oivil government whisch adequately wbress the gervices rendered
by the men who established our form of oonsbitutions) government,
and who preserved our federal union. ¥Ne textbook shall be used in
our sohoole whish aspesks slipghtingly of the founders of the repub-
lio, or of the men who preserved the wniosn, or whioh belitiles or
under-valuee their work,® |
In lleting the history book to be adepted Texas limita the selestion
of a hishory book to one ", . « (in which the aonstrustion placed on the
Federal Constitution by the fathers of the Gonfederacy sball be fairly repre-

ﬂﬁﬁtﬁd)g 4 & a0 ® n?

8 Rex Putnem, Oiroular of Information Pertaining to the Adopbion of
8ghoolbooke in Orepom, State Board of RAuoabion, 1988, pe 19» -

7 Btigler, op. olte, pe A6,



- CHAPTER IRX
FROCEDURES USED IN TEXTBOOK BVALUATION

The prosedures used in textbook evaluabion have been divided into
two groupss {1) methods ocommonly used by olty sohool systems 'hav!«_ﬁg looal
adoptions, and (2) methods used by stete textbook selecting e.gemi@éf The
rensom for meaking the division in the mbove minper was besause many states
which had wbate sdopting dodies exempted olties of sertain size. An example
of this was Oregom which exempted distriects having a populablon of twenby
thoussnd or morae ohildren ui‘ school ages This applied partisularly %o the
gohool diwriet of Portlend mre tthe sohool board was allowed

¢ ¢ & to presoribe wttbaam and ooursss of whudy for Mw uBe

of sush schools, axd to ahange the ssme whenever in the judgment
of the board a change is deairebles provided, that any textbhooks
onse agamd end in use shall not be c¢hanged for a period of four
YORY'S .

METHODS OCOMMONLY USED IN CITY SCHOOL SYSTEME

HAVING LOOAL ADOPTION

Although the final authority in the selaotion of btextbooks in the
lavger sities was given to the local boards of eduontion in practice the
regponsibility for the seleotion of textbooks rested with the mperintenmdent

of sohools, The common practice among the superintendente of sohools was to

} gox Putnam, Giroular of Informabion Perbaining to ’cha Advption
ption of
Sohoolbooks in Ormc;n, Ptate Hoard of Eduoavion, s Ds 204
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recolve advice in regard to this seleotiom of texbbooks from the -beash-
ing gtaffs

Aooording to Wh&pp‘l@z the common procedures used in the selecstion
of textbooks in ity sehool systems may be elassified as follows:

(1) selection based on oonsensus of opinion of ell the staff
menbere sonserned with the book, (2) unguided selestion by the
prineipal and tesohers, (3) guided selestion by the prineipal
‘and tenchers, (4) seleotion by ventral book sommittees, (5) se-
leotion by sentral curriculum committeoes, and (8) selection by
gentral staf? meobers. , -

In this study it was found thet most olily sehool systems sslected
books by central book ocmmittees, The following was ebated reogarding the
selestion by the eentral book aommititee;

0f these different types of procedure 64 per sent of the olty

sohoo). systems reported the use of seleetion by central book eom

nitteess The type of committee whioh was reported meost often wae

vomposed of teechers, prinsipals, end the supsrintendent. Oo-

oagionally a normal school instructor, a high sehool prinoipel, e

high sehoel department head, & junior high mehool prineipal or a

meniber of the board of education served on the commitiee, Boma=

times the saﬁool 1ibrarian was included for the meleotion of 1li-

brary books. ‘

 This proocedurs of selection of booke hy ventral book committees left

the suthority of textbook ssleotion in the hands of the superintendent. FHe
appointed the sommittes in most oases and them had the right to acveph or
rojeot the report of the sonmittee. The common praotice, however, wes to
anooept the textbook commithee’s report.

In u etudy made by Jensen® an atbompt was made to ascertain whether

2 Gertrude Whipple, "Procsdures Used in Selesting Schoolbooks,”
Blementary Sohool Journal, 363666, May, 1936, ;

3 Ibide, ppe 668-6,

4 Frank A. Jonsen, "Gurpent Practices in Seleoting Textbooks,"
Thirtieth Yearbook of the Nationanl Soelety for the Study of Bducation, FPart
méoomﬂ.nwm, T11Tnoke: Pablio W&a?mnmn@ ompany’, 19817, pp.
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the commitiees ehosen were open or peorsts Table VI shows the results

of the study,

" TABLE Vi

| _ OPEJH AND BEGRET TEIX‘.I‘BOGK GOMMIT’I‘EES m 158 CI1TIES

'l'ype pf enmi%ae o nmfner‘ | Par G‘an'h u
COpem 180 | B1.8
Secret 28 : 14.4
Beoret and Open : e ‘ B48
Total B 188 100.0

ﬁead table thuss 130 or BL.B per cent of the textbook
gommittees reported were open nonmxi‘hmes. Read in like
manner for other committees.

The texthook sommittes whioh was }so argenized that the personnel,
gize, and funobions were guarded was lmown ag Ehe gaoret oomittea, The
reason for such & commitiee as given by some superintendents wns to elim-
inate sny influenoe book sgents might have on the members of the commithes.

In some eities the repressntatives of the publishing sompanies were
allowed to interview a part of the textbook committes, and in others it was
open exeept to representatives of publishing aampani.es. Such cormittees
were classified as "secret and open" sommittees.

The publishers' representatives @aoulﬁ interview "open® committees
and present their books to thems 4 ocomment from Georgla was as follows:

We find that there ia no suoh thing as a secret oommittee..

We have had trouble due to leakege-~there is no perfect way,

bu*&kwg profer to be open end above board for the most of the
WOrk«

B Ihide, ps 136,
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In a study of 164 sohool systems having superior reading programs
the following procedures in textbook salection were mentioned in replies
e Bupervisors in 108 school systems which had local adoption of teoxte
baoolces
Le i‘rial e o
2 Usa of seora-—mrd.

Ba I*}xﬁensiva mlwes (m worde par paga p tm-hal v«aoa‘buu

M’ @ma)n

4+ Boveral teachers, working independently, rank smplea
in order af morita

Be Gonfamnuw, after exaninatlone of samples.

6. Chesking with s List of defects in the serias to be
ebandmed--those whish sometitute the reason for shenging.

. Ts Aoalysis of the methods aud mﬁari.ala racommended m*
Amplied by the mbarials of the text,

8+ Cemparison with losal gyllabus and word lists.

9 W.aim to sshools uﬁ.‘kmg the books under @midemwcm-a

In ‘hh@ ahove atudy where ‘haxtbuoks wore adopted looally, the teachers
were uaually oalled upon for sssistances In only two of the 184 school sys-
‘teamea reporting did the school board gelsot the raading textboaks. In nnly

£3. £ Gaen the soloction was mde by the aupar:&mendent. t-hn Bupervisgor, or the

two woxking cooperatively without the help of the teashers.

Jonsen’ summed up hie study of cmrrent: prwaﬂwa in the seleobing of
texthooks in olties with a population of from twenty~five thousand to two

b

ﬂ "mw Belectlon of Reading Texbbooks," Research Bulletin of the
Wational Bdwation Aesoolatlion, 1813509, Novenber, 1085,

7 Jonsen, gp. oit., pp. 1l-142.
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hundred LAfty thousand in the following manneyy

- ke Praotices in aitlos of a population between 86,000 end

260,000 indicates that the oity usually operates as a unit in

the selection of instructionnl maberial and has full power bo
- soleot its own texthooks.

2s The authority for selesting bexthaoks resbs logally
upon the elty board of eduontion.

&+  The bomrd of \eduaa'bim almost dnvariably delogutes
this authority to the superintendent of sshools, but holds his
recommendetion subject to its (sommonly perfunstory) approvel.

4. The superintendent of schools oalls upon his aasoistants,
the actual users of textbooks, to advise him on the problem of
galsoting textbooks.

G« . The advigers to the superintendent of mohools are usually
organized as a commitben,

6+ The superintendent of sohools, who i rogponaible for
the selection of textbooke und makes recommendations bo the beard
of eduoation, appointe the members of the taxtbook sommittes.

T« A distribution of membership in & bextbook sommitbtee in
keoping with practios in oity sohools and the opiuiom of oity
- superintendents would comprise about 50 per eent tenchorn, RE
per cent prineipals, 15 per gsent supervisore, and 10 per cent
suporinbendentts staffs The board of education is rarely di-
reotly represented. :

© 8. large textbook committees are not prastisaly the effective
committes has from bhree to seven members.

9‘; The efficient Mbook- oot ttes h v»myffbpen sommithbages
open both to schovl people and to publishers! jrepresentetives.

10. Textbook committees are in most cases temporary; they
soase to exist after they “wve solved their problems and made
their reports. Permanent committees are ususlly asscoiated with
the ¢ mmittees working on ourriculum revision.

11s The reports of the textbook sommitboe ere regarded ag bew
ing only reoommendations to the superinbendent of sohoole, bub
the recommendations are usually follewsd.

12, The superintendent of moheols, An appointing the commitbes,
generally stabes Lts problems The committee, however, sets up its
own gbandards of svaluation for the instruoblonel material con~
pldared., ' '



VETHODS USED BY STAMN YEXTHOOK SEISCYING AGENOTES

Tho saewers 4o ﬁm Wﬂmﬁ sond oubt o the wrimw phobe suphge
&mﬁm&m of publio Yngtrvation mmm noEb ‘M‘ *&W mberind for state
procedure Ln the m:!mwm of towtbooks. Peom W shabes hwmg mw
adapting boties wors reselved bulloting, puaphleds, prinbed elvoulers, and
sy mrmw Yhoma whioh wors wm& in on abtompt %o Wnim %m W&M fp
i’mﬁimt 0f all those rapmw ma&wﬁ thero waa my ans wh&@h fuary e}
mborial which explained $ho %Wsswdm used in o very detallsd mammey
shtnho wag W&ﬁm# %m mbordal oblnined '

fmmm m‘ mﬁmﬁw .& mw mi’ bm mpa %ﬁmm in the
lnet edopblon ie grovenbed for the purposs of mwm mn ine
quirdes and infarning parlshesohool offiglelas, bosohers, :
piblie of the ranwer in whioh burbbooks are Mam«%

On Pebwunry 88, 1951, 4he Htabte Bowrd of Bivosbion adopted
olenenbary ond highesehool bextbooks for wee in the sehools Por
s poriod of bwo yearss The sdoption Smeluded all basal kmmm
Tie Board secephed, without ohwmgs, the 1ist of BLooks recowsmended
w %W nkendent Harriss Though vested with full mnmw, Sh
: doleghtod the pelnobion of bosks Yo & ooumitbes
Bppe mw by the Slete auwmmmﬁ As bag been ’&h@ sustom o
wavious wmwmm, the Conmibbos wew sorposed of sevbern  of the
Bhate Dopartment of Beuonbion nud & sarofully M‘Lama grouy of
tohwol prople representing nob only AifCorent parts of the Sinbe
but mopre partioulsrly Yhe wlmwmw, high sohool, and spapial
eduonbicunl fMeolds, Thia group ewmwined 4le offerings of bhe waris
- oue publiehers, neleobed the mm ﬁ'ww Yo bo most suitable m
T use 4n bhe mhww, end yoocommonded bl to the Sbate Superlnbond
Cwhe in turn recowended thenm to the Stabe Board w Bdvanbion
shanpes W nade m the 1ist eutindtbed.

e MQ”@W% for o oopy of the Inguiry.
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More thay fifty publishing houses submitted approximetely one
thousand different titles in response bo the oull +o submit
toxtbook bide, samples, end prices. Nearly one hundred repres
senbatives of the publimhﬂ.ng houges otmo G0 Baton Rouge and ap-
peared befors the Commitbes for the purpose of advooating bhe
merite of the books of theiyr reapeetive eompanies, The hearings
roquired one week with the commitbtes sitting esch morning, efders
- noon, end evenlng, Among the reprosentutives were aubhors, edi-

tore, and the primipal offioors of several of the largest pub~
1lehing houses, ' When the hearings wers vompleted all representes.
tives were requested to leave Babon Rouge so that no influences
whatsoever aomld be- ‘bmught tc bear upm any: mmbar of ‘hhe @mnn it

m&ms

A wWam'b&a plan m':' mwec}\wa wag adap’cad and :t‘aaln.wad :ln are

' wiving ab the recommendabionds The Gommittee was divided into

bwo groups ox the basis of thelr special interest and kmowledge

of the texthook offeringe, one to selest books for the olemembary’
~ prades and the other to soloet booke for the high~sehool gradess

After the hearings had been completed each group proceeded to
oxamineg the books uffered according to subjeotsy Fer exumpls,
lengusge was takex up irst by the elemenbery group and the ao-
oepbable offerings in this subject were sarafully read and examined.
Primyy attentlon was given to ‘educational werit, with due regerd
o prices and speoial atbention %o mechanioal construotlon or mamu-
faotures As soon 88 eash member was resdy to vote upon the four
or £ive lengusge offerings whioh he consldered hest, the group wes
orlled together and each momber yobed for the books of his choloe.
 Those recelving the least nunber of votes were eliminated by agree-

mont ey mﬁsar dissuselion and further exemination, a sevond vobte
wms taken, This prooess econtimued wnbll a mejority of the members
apreed upon & gelsotions The proocedurs wos varled from tims to
%ime in order to give any wmenbers of the group epportunity to fur-
they examine books an"bi'bled o mere mmawwa‘bmny :

Whenever the members of withar @mup falt that a book puamasmi
superior werit to the ene adopted und dould be obbmined at the
wams or & lower price and was ressopably durable from the sband-
point of meshanicel oonstruction, it wes sctepted in 1ieu of the
© book in use,  As the ressonsg for restriobing the nunber of changes
20 longer exist under the free textbook law and as many of the books
An use were unsatisfactory, a muber of shanges were wade, Twos
hirde of the books on the elementery liwh and more then helf of
*&zhaaa on the high~sehool 1ist were displeced by mew adoptionss Thus,
more’ ah&ngea wmm mada than ‘at any edoption 1n the pant,

Whan the cmll for b&da ‘wmm sant to the publishers »mphaaim wo g
plased upon the faot thet more sonsideration then usual would be
given 4o prices and the meahanieal make-up or manufacture of the
‘booksy Bobh the elementery and highesohool groups gave serious et~
teonbion to onch of these Jtems. The results of their offorts are



28

npperenss Tn meny inetavwes the new books eost less then thoss
replaced. The seme is true of books whieh were readopteds It
ie mot Mely that auny previous textbook conmittes han ever exw
emined so thoroughly or learned so muoh about tha construstion
of textbooke. In mavy instences they were torn to pleces in order
‘o dobeormive she kind snd guelity of paper, sowing, beard, oloth,
sud re~onforcoments used in mapufeature. - In several inatances
where edusational merlt and price were about equal om two gompot-
ing books, the mupericr gualities of mwsufecture ammm«a the

© o firel selections There ten he but little queastion that the hooks
now adophed are betber mpde snd will weer leospger in aschool service
4then thege replaced, A serious effort was thue made to lmprovae
the Gurability of the textbooks in order that the heavy mortelity
due 4o defevbive manufaoture wauld be par’eially avoidods

MW &m mmmid@mﬁian th@ @lemantary grouy dwiﬂaﬁ ‘kc} mam«'
mond wevern] “oombinabions," thet iz, two differemt tewxtbooks
-eugtaining weberlal for use in the sawe grade bound under ane .
sover Bo thet an individual pupll hee one volume Angbesd of '&m.f
Boongmy in the primry purpose, When two books are so beund. they
eosh bub & fow sente more than doss esch book when bound separate~
iy. Pive to ten cente por eopy will sover the diffuerence. The
books selected mast be published by the same sompany, For, quite .
obviously, no two ompanies would sgree to maxmfacture thelr books
undeyr any ﬂawkz arewngomont,  The plan is slse limited in wse on
secount of sige, for &t is inadvisable to attempt Yo cowbine large
‘bookies The oconbinations made are limibed to lewerwgradse roaders,
third-grade srithmetic sud health, language and health in gredes .
four to six, and vivies and Louisiens Wisbery in the sixth grade.
The iden of combining textbooks in thie memmer iz an lumovatlon
ond the resulie will be wotohed with eonsidereble interest, If %%
e found thet such an arrangement serves the educationel nexds ae
well sud the hoolts ere wquelly dwrsble as the same books would be
if bound and diaﬁr-&gwbad wider separate eovers, then bthe experimemt
will b swcossaful. o .

The procedure used in the seloation of bexthooks in Californie indi-

oated that Oulifornis bad gons iubo the evalustion of bextbooks in a very
 polentific manner. Of the material rweivad from warious shates, it wae by
far the moat mmmimﬂ. The mm that has boon worked dub in thet ebate by
the Qalifm-m State Curriculum Comnlsslon Luavolved fowr :a*bapm.

¥ Jnoe Me Poote, a-%mtwwmd\ Froe
Pepartmant of Rduoation. duly, » PP

Textbooke, Btate of Loulsianss

*
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In apeaking of Galiformia's plan of procedure in the evaluation
of Yaxtbooks the follewing wan umtadum
¢ » » In Gulifornis, u Stebs Currioulum Commission, composed
of the superintendent of public instruotion and ten representa=~
tives of the edusational profession, is designated by lew to
rocommend bextbooks for adoption to the Btate Board of Edusation.
During the pewst several yesrs the comission has adopbed a rether
definite plan of texthook evaluntions The sngense of this plan
is ite analytiocal appronch tv the study of the nomperetive merite
of the books under oonsideration, Briefly characterised, the plan
involves (1) the development of e set of oriteris by whioh the bookas
my be Judgeds (8) the formilation of n ssore sard baged on the es-
signméent of mumerisal values to the items of the eriteriay (3) the
completion of & series of studies, primrily objective in charaster,
desipned %o securs date with respect to the relative werita of the
booke ont Bll ftems of the oriberis; and (4) the interpretation and
the utilisetion of these date in rabing the books ont the suore cerds « «

Bash text submitbed for adopbion was gtudied by this surriculum eom-
mitbon in bthe Llight of specifis ebjeotives set forth for eush sshool subjeot,

In Oregon the state adopbed textbooks foy the aﬁlamamy sohoole and
high sohools, exsept in distriots having twenty thousend or mere shildren of
sohool ape. The stebe board of edusation #pp@‘m&ed the stabe board of tesxchb-
book commissioners who adopbed the bookss The members of the state board of
textbook commlasioners were seleoted from the renks of the teeching pré-rau*
_ sion. Oriteris had been set up in order o indicabe the mabure of the various
soursss for whieh textbooks ware selsated. Theee opiteris were also to be
used ag o bagis for evaluating textbooke submitbed for adoption.

There were no esbablished methods of svaluabion 1?1 Arigomas The sbate
adopbed the Yextbooks far the elementary sehools. An investipgation was made

10 Tomn Re Waberman and Jrviog R, Melbo, "A Plan of Procedwrs for the
?gmuation of Textbooks in Reading," Elemsnbary School Journel, 563662, May,
86 - ' '
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some yeurs ago on the advisability of setbting up mechenionl and meterial
np«wifﬂs%%ﬂnﬁaﬁrhwms bk tﬁﬂ'ﬁﬂm was droppeds Mopticns of texbe
books were made by the state bowrd of a«aueaation. nm of the elghﬁ mm‘bm*s |
on the board wmm weramiml- ‘

| mwma had & emsea of gtudy oonmittes appointed by the state
bwd m&’ adwwbim« mm- elwbun wore ba. evaluate Lna'eruetiml m%rhla
maluaing tlw W‘bw&ﬂ eurrmtsly m uses APter aunnmwing the rmmmxxduw
tions of. ’bhe mwaea of awdy amwoa ana hha simba mpamn-bmﬂmt of
publiu mwmmm, the w!mta bmrel m!‘ aduawnmm made *bha fral doeiﬂ&m e
o what ahmgea should ‘be mades Fu‘bla.shers wore mﬂifmd and bids were re- .
pefjveds Then the presldent of the stabe board of eduoation appolnted, upm :
roacnpendation of the stabe muperintendent, & bextbook raking committes who ..
reported on the bhres most sultable books in ensh subjeot for which an edop-
tion was o be medes The board of edueation afber recelving the report .
handed At %o bthe shabe purehasing bosrd who mads the adoptien,

. XIdeho hed state adoptions for the elementary sohools end high sohosle.
The sbate bosrd of edusation appeinted from the renks of sdusation m shate
texthook commission who established oriberia for judging the books umder -
oonsideration snd from these eriterin developed a soore cerd for the evalua-
thon of textbooks.  After reseliving the evaluabions of the bextbooks, the
state board of sdusation adopted the books, |

Indiane had wiste adophion of &;mmm for bobh the elementery sohools

ond bhe high schoolas The dndividus) mexbers of tlhw stete board of sdusation,
vwhich comstitubed the state bourd of textbook sommissioners, had warious
mothods of svalusting bextbooks submitted for adopbion, HSome members sppolnted
commitbees of beushers, adminintrators and obhers, to study the books and reo-

port 4o then bhe rélatiw merdbs of eeah,
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- thers were two goperate adopbing bodies in Mioelgsippis Ome was
for the slememtery grades and the obher was for the high svhool. The
adopbing bodies ware onlled state textbook sommisslons, The law stabed
in detall the ibems %o be msidarud in the evaluation of texbbooks.

 %he bextbook semmlsslon of Nevads wes aompossd of the sbate board
of edusation and four membars wmm&aé. by the governor. Adoplions for the
slementary sohools weve mede avary four ysarss . The bextbooks to be adopbed
were p&m«aﬁin. the hapds of the m&am' board, - Raeh membor studied each
 bext individusllys, The four appoimbive members of the board were gensrally
proninent slememtary Goesshers or mrinsipals sud it was upon their recome
mendation o the obher mevbers of the vommission that adoptions were mmdes
No definive standards of textboek evalvation hed been set up hy the ooms
misatons |
oo The sbate hoard of oducation wes the governing aubhority of temtbooks
in Few Mexloos In appralsing mnd evalusting dextbooks commitieesn were ape
pointeds and before final adoption wee mmde, Yhe recommendations of the som-
mittoes were carefully. consldered.

North Oproline cmsiderad instrucbionsl value, appearsned, price,
durability and weardng gqualities, and sonformity with the Nerth Carolink plan
of distribution in the awarding of contracts to publishing eompaniess Nerth
garoline nlso had minimum textbook specifiostions which btook intw sonsiders~
tion paper, sewing, snd bindings |

In Georgis professional cormittees were mppointed by the state super-
intendent of mehools ty examine snd recommend bextbooks for both the wlementary
grodes and high sohool grades, Tha ocommittess made ‘thelr reports to the ebtabe
board of edusubion whe purchased the bembbooks upon competitive bides 8ince
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the law did not require eny speolfis lebordtory btest or any apecifis
sbandards, it wes loft embiraly with the sbtate heard »f edusetion to pass
upon this quality, :

Alabema's procedure was very similar to that of Florida. The stabe
board of sducetion first eppeinbed & professional commitiee lmm ag the
sormitbes on courses of studys  Ibts duby was to propere for mmwmrﬁl and
adopbion the compuleory maximum contents of the ecowrass for each grade of
the elemantary schaolss. The shate board o ressiving the reccmendations
off ‘the o omeitbos on aowrdos of sbudy &ppainwd f %éxﬁbaak-wmi%ea‘ amiﬁiatw
ing of pwmsraim} nembers whose dublea wepe: to grade or rate. @mh‘\ beok
taking into consideration mbjeot-mabber, printing, bianding, material, énd
meohanionl make-ups Obher facbors to be ooneldered were bhe merits, sulte-
biliby,; snd desirability of the books After receiving the report of the
ﬁm&bw& vomittes the dextbook purelmsing bteard edopbed the booka to be.
used in the sohools of Alabams. '

‘The sbete textbook commlasion was the soleobing body of Tenneases. .
This sommission eeleated from four to aiw bovks in each subject, and county
or. other wnits legalised bty luw were to meke their sdoptionss Tn the lusb
golaotion of textbooks made by the textbook vesmdasion, which wee in 1934,
: aawe‘ oards were used bﬁrv mewbars of the commigsion in a%mlumimg the publioa=~
tions submitbted. The commission was allowed to oall in edvisors aod speciels
Lleta, bub those advisore and specialists wero bound by the seme reguletlions
a8 the mewbers of the commigsions The relative prices were baken into con-
sldevation aa well ns the retings. It wes elao nesgesary for the vextbooks
to conform to & set of specifiontions denling with the mechaploal make-up.
In the reply from Texan no metheds of btextbook subject-mabter evalua-
tion were reesived. They did have miniwum manufacturing specifisabions and
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wbondoxrds for textbooks. The adopbing body was the atate hoard of duses=

tlan jwhn appointed & texthook sommittee of experienced, active Temss
oduoators. After receiving the raport of the texthook soumittes the stete
board of eduwetlon adopbed the booke.

Uab had 2 textbovk somadesion appointed by the state board of educa~
tion which made inguirles of varlous groups of plassroom teschers and
tanohers instilubions em ) amimmm of the textbooks soleoteds  The

tendenesy In Pah wae to work ‘méw and more to an open list, Two basle

axd sevoral ;auppimmﬁni» toxts wore, ngually adopted 4o cach department,
L wm-gm&a?rmd a state board of eduoetion, from the memberahlp of whioh

was appointed e eommittes on dextbooks which devobtad s muoh of ite time
An April, 1688, as.-possible to the seleotion of booke. Representebives of
pabliching eompanies wors asked ‘o wﬁﬁmﬁ only monbera of the comittes on
tonbhooks exoept on favitetlon of the other memberss

In West Virginie the state board of educetion was the adopbing bodys
The sdophlons were uniform except in towns and ofties hoving & populabion
of thirty-five hundred or overs The items to be considered in the seles-
tion of textbooks were spacified by law.

The replies from states not heving state seleotion of texthooks were
not shown here beesuse of the laok of informebion recelved from them, but
they wore inoluded in the sppendix.



CHAPIER IV
-+ BGIENTIFIC METHODS OF TEXTBOOK EVALUATION

| ’.ﬁw tmbmk hm alwaya nmmpiad u plmw of quantd.omblw mluo 1n
Amrmm adumfzim; !t'lw gwd *kmahar. aﬂ mll s the pwr teaaher , haa .
been :tm‘lmmaa by 3.1:‘ B@lﬁingl wiwa Mm f'ollowing in regard to hhia ré—-
1a’aiomhip of 'hlm Mhauk w taaahﬁ.ngt

The anly *ahmg \bm*{: gan in any demw mim up for poor temh-»
ing, where thie exiwbs, is 8 good “bexthook.

co A kigh sohiool glrl recently remarked that ehe didntt mind
sbudying her lessone at home or in sohool sbudy periods, bub she
habed: 4o waete so much t4me in recitabionss Here was a tribube
*ba the importunm ef tm ﬁem;boam

Dﬂy the most gﬁ.ﬁ:eﬁ waahor van hamh wiﬁhaub Y wmbm. :
Uoanlly such tedoher, Af ho mitempbs to dispense with textbooks,
rmi‘wu his pupils to aweml baake hwhml of one,

:w would be out of the quea’cicm to think that the 'hentbmk sould be

nalaafwd #o tim all sohool obhildren would express themselves as thie girl

did, bwu better ma-tzlmdn of mluution of' haxtbanka should be used. ﬁamm;m2

bﬁ.a analysed the preamt uihuntion pr‘a“bﬁy Wll when he stated:

One way to prevent the plaoing of Mariw books in the hands
of puplls is to esbablish more solentific methods of evalumtion.
Too books are adopted ss & result of salesmenship, and toe
fow books ave melested ay & remlt of orition] exemimation of a-
veilable textbooks in terms of stendsrds thel heve been earefully

framods » o »

1 Anson W, Belding, "Save the 8ahool with Books," Kanann Tescher,
38114m16, Novewber, 1938,

2 James B Ndmemmon, Frank Disoussion ie Neoded of Texbbook Prab-
loma,” Netion's Sohools, 11161, May, 1933,

83834
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The rosulte of Whipple’a& ghudy of the canges of diffioulty en=
countored in bovk seleotion are shomn in Table VII. 8he found that the
prinoipal ocsuse of Aifficulty was the laok of adoquato methods of seleck=
1ng books, Ancther fachor mentioned & mumber of Himes was the iueempobensy
of gtalf mem‘bera who seleobed or wused the booke, Other omuses rentloned
were laok of owﬁaﬁn ﬁypw of boaka, laok of :E‘unﬁa, unfair practloes of
publigherat rapraaeﬂtaﬁiwm " 1aale: nf vali& smnmdm af evaluation, limited
timo, 411 M"fe;a‘lm of eertain shate mqu&mmmba, and dtmﬁmmm with
pravious solestliong, | |

‘Eya‘& fféﬁ.’c the need for tho establishuent of more solentific evalua-
tion when ’cw%wm-wm' saa‘lawed@ His ldes of present noeds was ng followss

gtate textbook commisslone should. seek methods of Ymproving

their plan for the study of textbooke, ellowing smple time for
{*.hies obudy. When & decisicon is made ae bo whioh subjests are to
be opened for adepbion, a seb of oriberis should be sstablished

a8 & basia for etudying the textbooks tihat are submitbed. Thie
would pub mush of the vonsldersation on an objective basiss Ab
the ¢lose of the wdoptlon, the csommitbtes should be required to
publish 8 report of its soleotions, basing this report on the

- erdteris get up in the beginning avd lneluding a swmary of the
analyses mda and % statement of the reasone far nﬂophmg the
bookss -

In the study of the mebhods used by different sbades in the evaluetion
of toxtbooke thepe were indlostions bimt some of the sbaten had begun to make
staps *i:c:wrd 'axéiemtﬂ.i‘iu gvaluation of textbookes Among these were Orogen,
Tdaho, snd Uelifornis with their plan for esteblishing oriteris; Californie,

Tonnesses, am Idshe with tholr reting shoet plan; and Kanses with ite

 Gortrude Whipple, “Prnmﬁurw Taed in amamn@g Bohoolhooke "
El@muhum Sohool Jourpal, 861778, June, 1958,

¢ Glm Ge Bye, “ho Bhnum Chooge Tax’ebooks," Yation's thla.
20342, Cotober, 1087,




laboretory test plan,

mw VII

GAWEB OF DIFFIQ“LTY EH@QUHTEB@D 'I.N EQQI(
BELEQTION AND PREQUENCY OF MENTION OF BACH

Frequenosy Piarnmbag,a of
B e Total Frequenny
Cause Honbion v of Memblon
Inck of sdequate methoda of e ,
selooting booke ‘ 33 2742
Incompetency of staff mewbers _ ; ; ‘
who seleck or use books 28 21.5
Iaok of certain types of books = 22 = ‘ 18,2
Lack of funda 18 Be8
Unfair practices of publa.ahers' o . -
ropresentetives 8 848
Lack of valid standerds of ‘ BT A
evaluatlion 8 640
Iimited tdme . ' : 8 Byl
I11 effects of certain mm | L
requirements . & 33
Dissatisfastion with prm*.’;.eua . . |
nalmhirms . & 8.3
Taml‘ o o _ -t C 30040

Read table thuas The lmk of ad@quma m*l;hads of seleoting hooka wes
mentioned 3% times or m.a;a of *bha tobal frequency of mention. e

cmmm Foa’ m*wnoox SETEGRION

Jaooba® 1iete dighﬁwn oritorls which he offers to tesohers in the

shoosing of new textbooks. Thase oriberis ares

B 1eland B, Jacobs, "18 Oriteria for Ghomzsin@; Now Temtbooks,” Olear-
ing House, 115485486, April, 1987.



Authorehip

1, What treining end experionse has the author had +o
qualify him bo write this parbiouler book?

2+ Doen the muther's point of view best sarve the presemt
noods? : :
Currlioulun Heeda
1. Wat purposes or objectives are recognized in this booky
2, Is the relationship between avowed cbjectives and the
eholee errangement of subjeet m%ax- wnsiatsnﬂy and dﬁfmmly
wb&blim&d am irtained?

3« Ie the material organized in ke&p&n@ with the present
progressive mm«apﬁw of learning?

4. Does the material inoluded gtw adequa-be soneideration to
the furdamental soolel aspeobs of the educative prosess?

Adeptation to Ghlldren's Use

1. s the weberiel ap wribbten thet 1% meets the needs and
irtereste of the ohildren in an engsging snd appealing menaer?

24 Is the materisl well adapbed sa provide for miivﬁ.due.!.
differemes among ohildren and olassest

8y Does the arpangement of tho wvarious unibs pwom-&:a gon-
pietent and inbtegreted thought sand development, study habibs,
ard growth in power ta selw probloms among ohildren?
Mama’bicn o ’,ﬁaaahwa' Use
1y Ie the material arranged in corvenient unite for —baaching?

2. Is the subject matter praaenbed ine sequenae %.zw, is
pmyahmxagmully awnﬂ? ‘

_ s Do sll the mggaatﬁd related aatﬁ.viﬁd.eawmmdy halps, sug~
peated readinge, eto.-~possece v high dogres of wbility?

4. Oan this matebial be effictently adapﬁad to individusl
and commnity inberests end neods?

Format

1. 1Is the general appesranse of the book artiastic, end wppesi-
ing to children?
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‘s I8 the book & convenlent esige?

3+« Is the durability of the book insuwred by high quality
materials and workmanship? ,

4, Are the illustrative materials in the books attraobive,
authentio, and An gensible proportion with the other cuntent
of the bookt

. bBs hre the hygenic stenderde--finish of paper, alze of print,
marging, and page arrengament--somedsbently hight

Invaragon the first sbtep in textbook evaluation was the formulation
of oriteria for textbook seleotion, The purpose of these oriteria was to
4ndicate the general nature of the courpes for whioh textboolks wém %o be
seleocted, and to be used é.a o basis for evaluating the textbooks submitted

for adoption.
The oriteria for the selection of aritlmetic textbooks in Oregon were

aa followsy
ARITHMETIC

1» The toxt ghould be well bound, durable, printed on good
paper, easily read, sttractive, and inviting in eppearance.

2+ The language of the text should be simple and olear end
the voonbulary well within the grasp of the children at the
different grade levelss long involved problems containing meny
parts on & page axd verboge problem situstions should be evoided.

3+ In the presentation of the different topios, emphasis should
be plsoad upon adeguate explanation based upon facts and illustre-
tions whioh are soourste and adapted to the meturity of the child,
Bufficient drill smterlal should fellow, properly praded ss to
diffioulty, in order that understanding mey be achieved.

4» The problems presented in conneotion with emch topie taught
ghould be edequate, meaningful, practiosl, and properly graded for
diffioulty. In so far ag solentifis Investigations werrent, s
variety of material of soolal value to the ahlldren should be pro-
vided,

By Disgnostio teste with keyed remedial instructiom and drill
maberial should be provided for eaoch tople or phase of the subjeoh.
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- The text should mmlw reasemable provision for individual
d&fmmmm It should provide sdditional work for 'bha brighbes
puplls in conneobion with each bople bogether with progress btests
in order that pupils may oheok thelr own advencement .

Ta A toscher's mmml em‘bainﬁ.ng ingbrustion sids should aw-
GampaIy tm ﬁm- '

8» The gmde placenant of tap:‘.«a ghould be upprm:imtaly a8
ghown m ﬁhe nm«hed ahwm ' ‘

crﬂ:her:la were formlawd for every aubjewb in whioh an adoption wee
to be mades In yadd:l*bi.on to thisv,m'eerigl hha_rp was antg.bliahwdwa aharﬁ
's:hiah‘ nhawd hhm mumnﬂaa grade ‘él'&uemaw of toplaﬁ m arihhmt&a.f Table
VIII ahwu the grade in which eaah 'l;opi.a vas. to be introduced and 'bhe grado
in which i:b W to be stressed.

In Iﬁaho the eriveria far the selsotion of epelling books were
ulasaifiea undar

le Authm*uhip

2+ Acoord with spelling objectives

B | Gonbent | |

4» - Provisions for effeotive tesching

Ba leohanioal ffa&tm%a:

Ba }:Cn'hmg:ﬂ.bl;a values. | . S

, M‘t;ar sebbing up arﬁ;erig sach oriterion was welghted in order 'lghah

the textbooks submitved sould be raved on the besis of these oriterla. The
walpghbed criﬁeriﬁ becane & goore ocard or what is gomebimen oulled o rating
Bheat « . |

Thig plan of formulating oriteria for the selevkion of texthooks was
worked out on o wery elsborate soale in California as is shown in the follow-

ings
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_ The irst sbep in the prooedures used by the State Currioulum
Commisslon for the eveluetlon of arithmetio textbooks sonsiebed
in formaleting a sed of oriteris to be used as standards in de~
termining the exbont do whioh the several series of books under
consideration fulfilled the requiremente of arithmetido textbovks
in the slementary school, mnd in determining the reletive merivs
of the seversl sories. A subcommittes, after s thoroughgoing
survey of the literature of the field, attempted the formulation
of an sxtremely comprehunsive gset of ordberism, one whieh purported
to Andicate in a oomplete way all of the prineiples to whish a
series of aritlmeble texts for elemenbary sshools should conform.®

- o ABIR VIIL
- RECOMMENDED GRADE PLACEMENT OF TOPIOS TH ARITHMBSIO

84 4B 4A BB

=31
&

1B 1

GM‘&ME BOE AU i X X o nw Ve ve ’o (1) 9
Reading aﬁd Writing Huwbers Y r X X be aw Y N e
Addition Paobs se  se se K XX XK wa e e
Subbrastion Facte TR TS T SR ¢ S ¢« ST YREY Sy
Column Addithon. iﬁa emyiug) Y ve ¥ XX X “e e *s
Golumm Addition | G&!‘WW) L ws we ww e X X ' L e
Roman Numerale = ‘ % ws o ee X «e v wr  ss XK
Bubtraction iﬁo ‘Thorrowing) TR ST X XX su o6 30 4s
Subtrastion (Borpowing) YL T, I XX XX s e
Us B Money ns X X XX s $h »¥ »d v
Maltdplioation Fadbs ‘ T T T TR T T E XX X
Division Faote P Y DT B TS X XX XX s
Maltiplication iﬂu carrying) e s s» w4y X XX XX
Multiplication (Parrying) T TR T T T XX XX ew
Compound Multiplioation Lo ww mh o e e we s I XX
Long Divieion *n e %% aw se w8 sw X
X XX 2

Meening of Fraotions ' Y pe as *e Y

Read table thusi Orade where first introduced (X). Grade where stressed
(X%), Counting was firsh introduced in grade 1B end stressed in grade 1A.

6 myalusblon of Arithmetic Textbooks (State of Oalifornis Department
of Bduoation mi%m‘ﬁiﬁ"f “Galifornia ﬁahao%in'hlns 0ffioe, 1952), ps B
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- TABIE VIII (OONTINVED)
mwmmmm mm PLICEVENT OF T0PI08 IN ARITHMETIO

Ehor-b Division , X

Addition and ﬁubﬁract'lam M“
Fractions X
Maltiplieabion of Preotions xx
XX

X
X s e ww oy % | e R
XK. w6 w5 wn we  ss we bo
Di’viﬁiﬂn of m@biﬂnﬁ XX e (X »e b e W 'S &
maning of Deolmale 'TE X XX ., - b 8 ow '
Additien wnd Subtraction of
b@aimmla : e X 9.4 v . ) T e Y
Wlﬁip}.iﬂﬁtﬂﬁn of Dee'imlﬁ e X XX . ' " % v e * e
Divlai_.m Qf Deoimals ex . X XX e s 0 . “p aw
Denominate Numbers : ¥ x XX 'Y vl #E g 'Y oh
M@ﬂnin@ of Por Oeont R %9 T '™ XX 1] oy X F ae
Gopg I w= P@rﬂ@nta@a da $s  we XX e we 2. P on
Cags IT o= Peraan'baga ' ad H we - XX 4. ' KT Y '
Gase IXII == Povoentage (Ope - . . . _
tic)ml) o we L X3 (31 0w L LR ¥ LA
Graphs T T T T 1) X XX
Business A@cmnw-wsalea R « : ' o
311’9& s Shealks Y .o Y %o e X XX an »a
Gommiasion & ﬂiwotm‘h 'Y na . .5 XX is T " e
Intoreant : ’ . ae 4 re vy X XX we am a0,
Banking o - BY we e oy ae X XX e
Pormulaeg R T e % “ ) o XX wo
Ratio & Proportiem W 24 e ww ve XX XX 4 os
Insurance T T T T TE'T S TR X XX XX
Taxesn o s ex  *% . wx  as e¢ X ZX XX
Bquare Root gﬂpﬁimﬂ B R N L L T SR S P S,
Hensuration Solida) T T I T T X XX XX
LB ¥

Stooks & Bonde _ e & o4 wa a8 we

Reed teble thuss UOrade where firet introduced (X). Grade where a’traumd
(¥%)s The recommended grade pi.momnh for the inbmduatmm of short divib—
sion weg 6A, 88, and Bh,
The tentative oriteris were submitted o publishers who eubmdtbed
books Por adﬁp’aion and 4o thm luading eduaﬁm“a of the states suggawmm
for modifications of ar&wrm am mggmﬁimﬂ :Far additional ftems to be m«-

¢luded were molwﬂ.tedm The ariteris wore then formlntad.
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California hap am #et up eriteria in obher subjects in an whe
gompt to seloot bextbooks whioh would best £it the needs of the stabtes

| THG 8CORE CARD =

‘Although the origin of the seore card Ldea of bextbook evaluation
dates & number of yoara back, enly in recent years has it been used bo any
groat extont as an inwtrument for textbaok evalustions It has besn oriti-
oised in the past besanse in many instenses it represented tha jJudgment
4f the imdividuwl making Lt and :'ifar bhat i;aaam had no solentifie Justifioa~
tions I% wee true thet many soore oards were mede without Justifiocetion
Por the items included or for the welghting of these items. A study made
by Mo 117 hewever, indlentos that in fifby per eent of' the Ltems there
was pracbioally unanimous agreement, Buoktnghma sbated the following about
the soeve oards -

» o o 1 bhink & avore eard of some sort 4¢ desirable, even if
4% 18 no more then & series of toplos to be thought ebouts. Hub
& moore oard does not ineure molentific methods or results. BSol-
enge oulls for sumebhing more then an inetrument, In the first
place, the instrument must be a goed omw. In the second place,
the Anptrument must bo properly used-<used 8o ag to yield & valid
mpasure. In the third plass, the user of the maﬁmma,nt mhgt higive
& sclentiflo mtbtitude,

Rogardloss of the aawraay of emy mim.rrbi‘f‘ia MOO BT whiah ms.gh!z be
used, the key to the whole situation lles with the user 0f the measure. If

this solentifio ebtitude is not aasumed the measure becomes worthless,

7 8. Ra mmu, “ihe Use of Hoore Cards in mmmm@; wmmkn,"

Thirtieth Yen ’bno %’biom% ie r Y e‘ B hud:
Fart 1T (Blo an, m!ma T H 0o), Py

Pl 15@&
® 8. R Buokingham, "he Solentific Development end Evaluabion of

Toxthook Materials," 0ffisisl Report of the Dam_%tm“b of Superintendensce
or the National Hdueabional Aaaouﬂ,atlon Ties Ui %‘:éﬁm
of Fuperintendents, L058), De 1
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Wnipple? made u study of items considered in textbook selection

whan acore m:ﬁatwra nsed 5.!; texthook evalustion and when esore cards

ware nob used in texthook evaluations It was found, ag shown by Table IX,

that the soore sard comparsd very Pavorably vith 4he Judgments of poople

as o what items should be considered in the ewlustion of toxtbooks.

It might be moted, bowever, thab there were e few rolstively wide
variations, One of these mmﬁ&m@ms m ‘?aﬁ&pbu‘bim to speoific needa,"
snother 4n "aids to inaﬁruaﬁim,," snd s4ill muﬁhw in "price." The tendency
 was for the ssore sard to nom:ldo;»lasa frequently the "adeptations %o spe~
oifio needs" and "price," hut to aansmer more Irequently "elds to insbruetion.”

- Soore osrds have bean maﬂ@ of buth & general and a speolfio nature.
Those of & genersl nature sould be used for the eveluation of any bextbook
while thous of & upeoifie pabure were used for » partiouler subjechs A good
expmple of & seore aard of a general mabture is the wme ehown in Table X,
Thia was the soore card used by Tennesses in making the 1986 sclections.

While ‘-bw;u. soore oard used by Ternesses wae & good gu&éia in the seleo=
ion of ﬁéﬁbao‘kﬁy Lt 444 not take into oontlderation the individuslities of
@aoh auha‘éa'm mlﬁ.t‘amm has gone & m:ep t‘arthar and has set up nek only
oriteris rw sach mm:;ew “butb alm dwelape& pacre oards i‘ar each mbjeot
ba.ged on thm ariwrm fommlu’ca&. |

mok&mhm indisaton bhet 4n wm'y sacre oard there should be ®
wdndmmm w&re for wmxvy Ltem uonss.dmf,pd on & goore oard below whish it would

9 w«mm mppw, “WM«dma Used in ﬁ»l&o‘bﬂ.ﬂg Bohoolbooks,"
Blemsnbary Sohool Journel, 361760-78, June, 1928,

10 mueldnghen, ops ghtes pe 2810

#
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be necessery %o rejeoct a book regardloss of how pood the obher items were.

Por example 1f the printing dropped below m eerbein moors heosuse of its
11legibility, this would dlsqualify the books The saore oerds that the
writer bas axamined have sade no suoh provision.

| BABIR X

A GOMPARISON OF THE FHEQUENGY OF ITOMS MENTIONED WFEN SOOKE CARDS
S me wor HﬁEDAEDWm BOORE CARDE WERE USED

Pex'- daxﬁ: mn o Par ot n |

o goore cardg soore cerds
o Xbem 7 aps nbt vsed | are used
1., Gonbent 29,2 88s1
2y Fhysical meke-up B N 8849
3 Adsptation to apwifia needa 104 B
dq  Adde do iMMWﬁm S o ‘Bal 248
ﬁt thﬁd 6!5 6&8
6, Orpgesnieebion - N B3 Bud
7T« Buther er authors 323 2oh
8y Objectivea ‘ ——- 8,8
9., Frice ‘ ' 87 o8
10« Type af book S : b 9% ’ ' »B
1le Bolentifio basie ' . o8
18+ Teaching wee -~ . 18 e
18« Purpose of book ~ of -
4. Comparative merit ' ‘ — : e
18, Polnk of view 4B e
. 16, Recensy .of sopyright dato o Wt . o
17+ Adapbation bo local eonditions 3 -
184 Usefuluess in all peobiome of oity B : i
19. fSpeeial femtures : o +h
204 General merit o o8 ' «2
2l. Publisher - b w3
224+ Beries to whioh book belongs S 4@
Total 100,40 1000

Read table thugt UOontent was wenbioned £9.2 per ocsnt of the tetal muber
of items membioned when sdore cards wore used to svelout textbooks epd 58.)
per eemt of the tobtal number of items menbioned when seore vards were umﬂ
fop ‘the selection of textbookes
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CMABIE R |
© SCORE CARD FCR RATING OF TEXTHOOKS IN TENNRSSER

" Passible

. Pases for Ratling Books . oo Beore Soore
As Goneval considerationss = oo
1. Training and educebicnal emperﬁ;ﬂmm T
of author qualifies him ae an au- ,
Lo dhordty. - - BO
&« Reputation of publisher nsEures, n S -
dependable texk. 10
S« Gopyright is of wecent dake, 20

4. Point of view is well defined md in N
accord with mocepted aims of the school. 10
G. Bbyle is olear, atbractive, sﬁimla’cing,

and adapted to tha lovel of the pupilﬁw S )
B. Swhject matbers . . = o BOO
h 8adeotioms 88D, —

{a) Subjeet matber is adapbed % tha

needs of the commnity for which o
- the dext 48 to be chosens 78
() Msterial has been seleoted with due ‘

ropard to the prinsliple of relative

TRLuss .« 78
(o) Enough details sre insluded so as bo

give mpaning to main toplos. 60
(a} Sufticient materiel is included from ;
. whioh seleetion mey be made to meet

the needs, oapaoibies, and experienves

of individuals of diffwmntiama

, g,mupm s . 80
. Bs Organizabions. 280

{a) Materisl is orpanized with regard to

the psyshology of the pupil rather

than to the logle of the subjecst.
{b) A fow madn topics are treated in-

tonsively rather then an emeyclopedic
- treatment of many. B0
{0) Arvangoment of mabterial is cumlative

in affect and yet independent enough

to permit the omission of parbe. 80
{a) The book, es & whole, gives en uniw

fied lupresslone 50



PABIE X {CONTINUED)
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s _ Possible _
Bagon for Rabing Booke ~ Boore foore
¢« Holps and alds bo. insbructions ST 800
The teasher's preface explaine the
- parbtieular point of view of the
author and glves auggeaﬁima for the
uge of the bexts \ 16
Ao intimste and provosntive intruv—
duetion for pupils is includeds 80
The table of oontentsn Ls full enough
o show the oubling of the book 18
The index i o complote axd so ar-
renged that the muterinl mey be esslly
found, 10
The Glogsary -gives the mnning and
pronuneiation of wnususl apd diffioult
worde . . B
The appendix contains adaquata drill
mterial , tables, sharts, eto. : 10
The 1llustrabions, maps, sketohes, obe.,
are almple, plesr, suiteble, and abt-
tractive. 20 |
T refarences ere ﬂaﬁnﬂm, annobated , ;
ooevaluated, and adapted to the pupile. 86
The sumemries and reoviews atb the enmd of
essh undt are pointed and thmght—mm
- voldng. 85
The study helps are dafﬁm:ba and va.riad‘ 30
A% the énd of the Yook there sre goneral.
roviews requiring thought end worganiz:a~
tlon of mubjeot mbler, B
fufficlent , dnteresting, and varied
- drild mvtmrinl 45 Ameluded in the okarts
as vmll rw in the appenﬁixu s 10
. Hechanioal Men\mu : 00
e binding ie dmm’vlm i‘lmi‘b&.@, .
pleasing. 25
The paper is sulbable for cute as well
as for reading without eye stwaln. &0
Phe type 45 cleer, mwoporly spaced, and
of sige that is easily read, 80
oo paterisl is well srranged om the
page with distinet topio headings. 5O
The whole makewup of the book ls ab~
trootive, 28

Read table thus:

Yeohanioal makewup oounted two hundred points. The bind-

ing of the book oounted twenty-five of these two hundred polnts.
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Onlifernie, as was shown eerlier in this ohapter, estublished

oriberia for the selestion of aribhmetiec textbooks, Then on the basls
of & thousand point soale the vemmittee, individually assigned & value te
enoh mjor Yhem of eriteria. The werags. wolghbings of the oﬁm&bﬁ@é Bng
- & whole were then taken and those were rounded off o the nssrest ton
pointas The orideria were then examined on the basis of the nbﬂadﬂviw
ov the subjeobivity of the studies whioh could be made. Thess studies
were oluseified as "(a) largely objsctive, (b) partislly ab;}eut%ive‘g_ o
(o) h'raaly w’bjmhﬁ.w.q,"n A1l but six cct‘. the fiftesn hoxtbooks worse
oliminated dn this mannes
Galifornin had in veality developed s soors oard from  its orikeria.

« The six were reserved for further snalyais.

TRYING OUT BOOKS IN THE (LASSROOM

Textbooks hawve been tried wbi in 4Yo olassrcom in erder to make
evaluation of them, but as far as the writer has ﬁam able 4o learn there
heve besn no slaborate -ba%ﬁ:g programs worked out in connestion with thess
clasaroom proseduyes. Wm.plsm attempted to find bhe methods used in o~
valuabing bextbooksy The results of her study are shown in Table XT. The
most ogmmon mathod of evaluating texbbooks end uuypimﬁwy books was by
Srylog ﬁlmm'wt in the ,,‘a.’!um-om.j Other vommon methods of evaluabion of
textbooks were by ssore oards, by comparing snd disoussing personal judgments,
and by making personal axaminatien. '

1 pealuation of Aritimetio Textbooks, ops ¢di, pe Bs
12 wipApple, ope sits, ps 770,
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TARIE XI

FREQUENCY OF 'MENTION OF ELEVEN GEMERAL mmnx S JSED IN VAL~
ATING TEXTBOOKS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

-~ S e Pomthooks S ;pp"m’%&u‘f
S .  Prequensy  Per ‘ Fraquemy Per
M@& o Mmtimn ﬁm’a . of Mentdon  Oemt
!ryingw&zhwkain%m R S
slassroom . - o 8e '26«.4 ‘ 8l 26,8
Comparing wnd d&wum&ng j o R
personel Judgnente - 88 ma.s R 84,7
Malking persinal emepdnsution B9 119‘8 SRR 8B40
Comaulbing Yook reviews and R . ‘
othor printed materdel = B4 m R 4 1842
Making seore-oird wa'mwlaim R 2 T -1t 20 646
Securing Judpeents o Lo f 3 :
speoialists ‘ 1 8 2 o6
Malking treliminary ﬂﬁmﬁm I o ‘ |
biome B 8 B 8 840
Ans lysing metorials wi‘bh S - » |
rospect bo toplos trested - 8 .y . 1,0 -
Applying w%ﬁieﬁiﬁai prodedure S '
o sontent - 3 1.0
Analyzing mterials with
roppoot to duplivation of = '
seleotion , A 1 W
Farmlaﬂmg guiding prinoiples 1 . :
TO‘b&l - o _ ‘ - 308 10310 - 304 109.-0

Head table thust 80 sohool mystems or 2644% of those. angwaring evaluate
textbooks by wyma them put in the ulauareom.
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In apeaking of elassraonm procadure used when books wete tried oub

in the tlasarocm, Whipplel® staten the following) .

- Many dif'ferent forms of olunsroom trial wers ; : .
gperators. An gmiy.ala of gpeoifis gbatements Jgﬁt’immw
pumerous varlations in prosedures Only om beasher my try oub
the beoks, or several tesmohers, or all the teachers of u grade.

- poly ope Hihle nimy be triled b, or several diffarent titlong

or afber elluination of certeln itles through triel, t

two tibles may be trled againg Only ons pupﬁ“ nay p&wgzig:g:,
or pert or all of a olass, or several different clageeny and
only ove type of pupll or several differsnt types, sush ag mo=
oslerated, average, end reterded gupils. The teacher may be
sgked "bo give tho books m trinl,™ 4o, oarry out @ oerbein general
procedure, or to follow written direetions for malking the tesb.

- Inerder Yo determine u book's temohing velue, the bessher may

muke genoral obeervations es pupils use the book, or she my give
tosks on the materiel read,  To dobterning ita intersst value she
may read or tell part of a story and note the effect, or she my

- place the book on the roading shelves and note the number of times

i is ehosen by the pupiley After Lt has been on tie reading

table for a time, the story may be discussed and observations made
on pupilst interest, or puplls may be asked to sbate thelr reactiona
on & form oF to name the best book they have ever read, The trial
may extend over a few days, & semester, a year, or seversl yoars.
The suscess of the book in the clasarcom may be observed by the
senbiral staff or be reported by the teashers vonserneds Sueh dife-
ferencen in method suggest the pomsibility of wide variations in

the validiby of conolusions baged on trial use,

These findinge show that muoh undystematis experimentation is
in propress end that there is need for mors earefully ecnbrolled
provedures. A velid drial is dependent on the obeervance of prine
olples of experimentsl tacholque, For example, only one sharaster-

. Astio should be tested at & time, and identical procedurs should be

that this method wms used to mtable success & fow yoars ago in the oase of

[

followed in meking eomparative trinls of different titles. Again,
the number of pupils partioipeting should be sufficlent to inmwe
stabintionl rellability of the deba.

Bml:inghumm in spesking of the sotual dryeut in the classroom sbabes

R gerles of syithmetios, He further statens

18 1id,, ppe 7TATR.
% Buokingham, ape oits, pe 168,
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% » + I have gometimes imagined a gread publiehing house
organizing Ate own sohool for tesbing pwrposes. Such & school
mipght even carry ite own floanoial welght Af 44 were staffed
with excellent teachers and made so attrastive thabt people
would be willing to pay rather high tultlon rates. With such
8 sohool as & manufesturer of rubber bires or of typeweliters
my gusreantes hls produot through testing. Sush a dresm may
not oome true in my dey, tub I anm donvinsed that I have often
dmmd more 1iy.

s«hmx'lihg and Edm@mwum in apaak&ng of teahniguen amplmad by
anthors 1:1 t}m wrwing of tmmm rapwtad the f@llwing mth@da of

ahmmm prwedwm :

Authars of one serles of uriﬂmetss,w printed their mﬁw:’iai
An an experimental edition which was used throughmb o large
ofty under the personal supervision of eme of the authors. The

meberial wap also used and oribioized by teschers of arithmetis
in spproximbely twamty other sehool systems. By mesns of a
very camplebe questionnaire sembt to these temchers every wmounth,
many helpful suggestions were received. On the guestionnaire’

the tenchers gave the sdores thelr puplls mede on the progress
bocts, end these sewes wers used in modifying the deolelons
coneerning geade plavement, The oity-wide trial of materiml
under & supervisor who glves her full bime Yo the study of pupdl
responses is undoubtedly an advenced step in surrisular researche

. Authors of ancther seriea of bexts required a eribiairm from
about elghty tenchers on sash artlole of the hook. They used .

S x 6 onrds and elasgified these by article numbers. It ie as-
gortbod that the dards when massed tobaled three feebt in thiske

noas, and two of the suthors assert that they read all the B~

terial very carefully,

The suthors of a third wiea gubmitted tebulations of
records geoured from sach of about eipghty temohers on each arifl
- exeroise, These tabulations show in grest detall how the com-
mereinl edition of the book wes adjusted fn the light of the data
seourdd through the wee of tha experimmbal edition. ,

An organization known as “The Textbook lera“m apnnmareﬂ by the

16 Raleigh Sonorling end J4 B« Bdmonson, "The Teohniques of !t.‘oxtu

book Axrbhwa." Thirtioth Yomrbook of the Nubional Socleby for the 8 of
Bdueatl on (m@mﬂngghcm, TiITxolsr Fublic mnﬁ Publiehing % :

pany, I’W'l P'
16 "pextbhook Glino Electe Officers," Publishers' Weekly, 85;1880~
81, May 7, 1986,
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Anerioan Institube of Graphlie Arts held 1ts first moeting January 26,
1958, The purposes of the olinio, aéamrd:l.hg to ptatement of policy, were
ag followas | | |

"o further a knowledge s appreciation of book produetion and
related prevlems smong all who are omoerned with textbooks.

"To soquaint writers, illustrators, editors, publishers, de~
signers, and eduwomtors with emoh others! pmoblama and wquiremm%m

"o dimoues new matepials, processes and wﬂhniquam

"o plaos the speoialized knowledge of eesh member of ﬁhe
elinio at the disposal of all other members. o

- "Pa amwaga friendship upd inberolangs of ideas among & group
of poople who are all working in different ways towsrd the seme endy
the improvement of aauamimul bookes

"hrough exhibitions, lectures end publications to inforn Lhose
who tuy textbooks, and those who use them, the techniocal prbblem
and progress in book-melking ."
he weiber mgg‘w‘aﬁﬁ hat in the elassroom triel of béoks various
sources muoh ag "The Fextbook Ulinie” be eontaoted end auy asable mterial
that oan be offered or any nid thet esn be given bs utilized in giving this

method of textbaok seleotim a fadr trial.



CHAPTER V
BUMMARY, CONGIUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONE

| In the study of maberial for ‘Bm f@r‘ag«w shapbers the writer has
trled to show ourrent practites in the ‘naiaw:;m and evalustion of bexte
bookes e Literature on ‘c"}w suby gch has besn Mniited » Although the ma~
barinl Wﬁ quite Rimited, 16 did snﬂala the m‘i%f to ahé’w the lack of
uﬂ@mﬁ sofentific evaluation whieh emists today.

Summary and Gonelushons

}mw ﬁbllmﬁimg Sammry or sotlusion wag derived fram the ‘s‘wﬁﬂ"mﬂ

of prosent prastices in dextbook seleotion and evaluebl ong

1. Adopting sgenociss and seleoting apgencies were usually
saparate bodies, |

8+ The adopbing agenoy roselived the redommendations of Fae
stristions of the selacting sgenoy before meking adophiong.

Bs Seleoting bodies were usually professional.

4. Items considersd most commonly by stste lews whioh affecbed
toxtbook seleation snd evaluation were thoss aom{emim eice
and materiale

Bs The oommon provedure in the peleotiom of textbooka in oiby
gohooln wag to seleot books through a sentral book aommithee
vhich consieted of about fifty per cent toashers and Lifty
por coxt adminietrative snd supervisory officers.
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Teying oub books in the sluseroom wes reported as a
cormon provedurs in teﬂbunk walwbion, ut theres was also
much vnsysbematle experimemtation in sommestion with ib.
Mm ua‘m‘fullly .mmfoiled p*me;lurue: were neadad.
The amﬁ;ﬁwa which seleoted books were usually of the "opsn"

type-wopon to the public and wupen to the publisher.

» Bach committes usually set up its own procedure for the evalue

Cabion of bextbookos
Galifernia had the most sodentifls procedure far shate sveluse

o bhen of'"hmbaaka of all those replyling.

10,

1%,

154

14n

184

164

17

18,

There was a need for more solentlfis methods of textbook evalu-
abion, | - -

Teanohers neoded breining In texthook selection,

& gelecting commitbes should ﬂrnﬁ sat up ur&term‘*bm'm naod

&4 o gulde An the saleotion of textbooks.

Gritoria should ba set up for every subjeot in which selesotion
of textbooks s to be made.

e authorship, courde of mbudy, ewrrisulum veeds, sdapbation
of mabardal $o ohildren's uese and beacherfs uge, as well as the
format should be considered in the formlation of ériw‘m-.

A seleobing commitbes should make & ewryey of recent experiments
of eaoh £ield in which textbocks are o be selected,

Boore omrds should conform bo the oriteris seb up ag & puide in
berbbook seleotdon.

fioore oprds should have & minlmum seore on emch oriberion below
whish & book would he disqualified regardless of the tatal soere.
The soore cerd whioh was made for e partioular subjeot was used

more commenly thanm one which wes made s e to rate any subject.
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REGOMENDAD PROCEDURE FOR THE KAMEAS
STATE BOARD OF EDUGATION

© Establishing Oriteris

It s rwmmw that the adﬂaury tommitben mlmﬁad by the ateate
board of education firet sob up eriteria whioch they will follow in the pew
loeotion of texthooks.

Wolghting Oriteris

, After the orlteris have beon esteblished the oriberis will then be
woightods This will be done by atudylng the welghtings given by & mumber
of the more relisble mowre serds as well as the Judgment of qualified
personss . The welghted oriterla will contain & minimum score on esch opriw -
terlon below which & book will be eliminated regurdlees of the total soore
the book might otherwlse reselve, S :

Scoring the Books

: After booke from yarious publishers have baon submitted, they will
be rated aveording to the weighted oriteris met up by the committes. This
will give each publisher an opportunity to submit books. After sooring
the booke, the committes will seleot a number not W exceed two in eaoh
subjeot upon which they will report to the state board of education.

Bxperimental Prosedurs

The state board of educstleon upen reveiving the report of the ad-
vigory comnitbtes ig then requested to take the two booke snd elther subjeot
them to en chbjestive test together with bhe bext now used in the sohools
of Eensas, or try them out in the public schools of Kansas under aa care-
fully oontrolled conditions se it le deomed mdvisable bo meke.

Iaboratary Tosby

It ia recomended thet the stete board of edacetion appoint en ad-
visory oommittee et whatever time it iz deemsd advismable to meke a series
of laborabory teste on textbooks sulmitbed for adoption, Thie comulties
i to conslset of oompatent educators in the fleld of measuwremsnta and
leading puperintendents and teaohers of the stabe. Alter desiding on the
method of procedure to be used, this sdvisary commitbes will submdt ite
plan 4o the state board of edusation aml upen soceptance will provede with
Lo plﬂn,
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Textbook to by Uked

It 48 recormended that the plan be first tried in the adoeption of
a textbook dn Fifth or alxth prade arithmetio and that two texts in ad-
ddtion bo the mresent sdopted text be useds It 1 recommended theb the
plan be tried the firet year in order to develop an experimentel tech-
nigue axd thon tried out apaln if deemed necessary in light of the find- .
ingw of the flrat year., ‘ AT 3 g -

Tests to be Used

‘ It s mggested that the teste piven the first year include sohieve-
ment tosks mad Inbelligence boebs~~the achisvement tembs to be glven at.
the beginning end at the end of the echool year, and the Intelligence tests
to be glven at the begloning of the school yeepr, : S

Sohoole Used

Rural schoolss spmll town sechools, in whioh the deacher benvhes
both £fifth and sixth gradesy and larpger olby echools, in which one ‘teacher
teaches ome grade, are suggested as the types of schools in which the
laboratory Beste are to be made. Teschers heving s minimum of prepara~
tion ag well as those having s waximum of prepayation should be wused in
the experiment. = =~ T e e S

Tenching Prosadure .

. The tenchers involved in the experiment ere te be instructed to
follow, strietly, the procedure of the toxbhool,

Rabing of Pextbooks

It ig suggesbed that ab the terminmtion of the use of a partioulay
toxt the teacher list the desirable and undesirable fentures of the text
an weoll as rate the text on an osposinlly prepared rabing sheets If the
teacher has in other years taught the text now used in Kensas bub iz using
encther text for the experiment, she will msle a rabing of the atete
ndopted text as well am a rating of the text she hes used in bthe experis.

Results of Tosts
Afber ssouring the rosults of the temts and the mummardes of the
tonchors, the advisory sommitbteoe will meke & report of the Pinmdings to
the state board of edusatlion and also will sulmit resommendetions for the
following yeer if it is deemed advissble to continve it through another year.
Rating by Beperts

In addition o the following eleseroom plan of testing bextbooks, it
is recomended that the stete board of wduoatlon meke & study, or oause &
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gtudy to be weda, of each of ﬁh@aa threa textbooks along linos similer
to thoss made in Californial in order to sscerbain wﬁmtgadvantag$n if Bny
the olaseroom plen hea over the wmethod used by California in bextbook e~

veluationa

} hyaluntion of Arithmeblo fexthooks (Californias Depertment of
Eduoation, L95E), PPs L8+
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© une 9, 1930

My Jaok _Rm‘. Gage ‘ - ' _
State Superintendent of Publis Imsbtruotion
Gheyenne ; Wysming 3 ‘

Desr r. Gugo:

In this state by resent legisletive enmotment the State Board of
Edusation is in the fubure required to base its texbbook udoption on a
luboratory test of the btextbooks which are submitbed by the verious
publighers. For the purposs of deviasing plang of procedure the Gtate
Board has sppolinted an advisory commitbes of whieh the writer is ehair-

Ae an initial step this compitiee has deocided that it should
thoroughly familiarige iteolf with the mebhods of making textbook adop-
tions at present employed in ell the states which heve state adoption of
boolkts, We, bherefore, have wo guestions to ask you.

Pirgb, do you heve ebate adopbion of bextbooks for elementary
sshools in your etate?

Seoond , 12 s0, what mwethods are employed for evaluating the publice~
$ime submithbed for adophion? , ;

If you haye suoh adeption you undoubbedly hmve printed literature
covering your methods, If you will be #o kind as bo send me a copy of
every suvh bullebin or pamphlet you mey heve I shall be grestly indebted
to yous If you do not have sbate adoption and you koow of any of the
citios or counties in your etate which employ superior pleny for making
sush adoptions for their om schools, I should be glad to have you refer
me to thems Any information you may be able to furnish ue will be greatly
appraciated. ‘ ’ -

Yours very einssrely,

(En BEa ﬁ@}ﬁ'ﬁml)
HES/gh
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HEPLIES FROM STAYES NOT HAVING SFATR SRIECTION
OF TEXTBOOKS

The fanwing mtm'ml wa.g taken from the rapuw *ba the letter
Mn’b a‘uﬁ ko atate auparﬂ.n*hmiwts of public instrustions

vc«oz.;, ‘-ﬂs ' "ﬂazamd@ doos not have state sdopbiom of tmbookm
The J.ml sohoo) boards wmeke their own polectiong,"

: cammmm Mn snswer o your lebter I am plemsed o gtate thab
in Connestlout there is no atate adopbilon of bextbooks. The
bourd  of eduwesbion of edsh elby wﬂxh tha a.&.d of Mm auparmmma
mkea e own mlwﬁim. :

, mwm *In reply to your ).e%ar of June Ts 1 wi:l.l say that in this
a*tm% the textbooks used in the vardous sehools arve vhoss adopted
by the looal sohool bosrds exocept thet iu countics that are under
what is kmown as the gounty uniformity plan, the texbts used in
the rural Sohools are those adopted by what i known es a counky
board of educeation, Bach sdopbing board makes ite own rules and

MAINEs "I am in receipt of your leotter of Jume 7 axd in reply wi:ll
state we do not heve state sdoption of textbooks in Halne, Under

o owe law all texbbooks must be furnighed fres but are ael@a‘&ad 'a,z'
the looal gohool authorities in eamoh munieipelity of the stave.

MASHACHUSER®S: “The Deparitment of Bduweatlon in Msssachusetts doos
nob issue a Btate-adopbed list of the textbooks for the elementary,
Junfor high or hﬁgh sohools, This im @ m%er whish is subjeot 4o
J.wal regulatian;

. MICHIGAN; “Mahﬂ,g@m does not have phete adoption of textbooks rw
‘ elemenbery sohools. However, aeveral cities hawe adopbed this plan.
Among them are lansing, Grand Rapids, and Flﬁnﬁ«“ (Refers to try-
ing oub booke in the vlassroom,)

mmaomm "Himstm does not hfwa 'ﬁh‘ba @ﬁ@;@%m of bextbooks for
olementtary schools of the state, The mparimandmt of esoh school
By shen m&wa his own geleation at‘ bookas"

 MISBOURIS "Baaauaa we do not have the shate adophion naturally we have
' no mebheds of eveluating books that mﬂ.ghﬁ be submitbed for aonsidiraw

tion.

NEBRASKAs "In mply to your lebter of Jumg 7 will say that we do nob
have either a state or county adoption of texthooks in Nebraslka."

.
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WEW HAMPSHIRE: “New ﬂmpahﬂ.m baa no state adoption of textbooks.
Pooks are purchased by the loval sohool boerds on reccmmendatlon
of bthe puperintendent of sohools.”

HEW JERSEYs "Your letter of June 9 addressed to the commissioner
of edusation has been referred to me for a reply. We do not have
gtate adoption of vextbooks for elemenbary sohools in Hew Jergeys
This matter is left to the dleoretion of the looal amchool distrioct.
The Sbate Deparitment of Publie Instruction renders advisory service
ealy in this cummeoblons No wniform method of evaluating these
publicntions ie in uee throughout the State. For the rural sohools
our fifty-six Stete rural supervisors, onlled Helping Teachers, do
mogt of the ¢valusbing for the smaller rural distriots. In the
Jarger distriobs 1% 4s upually done by the superintendent or super-
vialng pringipal; with the masistance of hie prineipals and some-
times oomaltbess of tenshere." ' o

HEW YORK: "Now York does not have any Htate selestion of textbooks.
In thie State each local Board of Bduostlon formuletes ite own .
rules for the selection of textbooks, The Edueatlon Lsw requires
that in oities such selection mhall be meds upon the recomsendatilon
of the superintemdent of wehools.” ‘

WORTE DAXKOTAs “Our syatem of selectien in Forth Dakota in by lecal
distriots bused on reccnmendad llsts by the oounty superintendent
and & large meter 1ist by the State Depariment of Publie Instruo~
kion, The books selsoted for the dapariment was doue by & Yarge
somnithess They did take every point Intoe asonglderation, namely,
physionl make up, Literary qualities, and all euch items ¥

OHIO: “The mdopbion of fextbooks in the State of Qhlo ie purely &
lo0al metbor. NHowever, looul boards may adopt only suoh books, &
sopy of whieh hes been filed in the office of the Btate Director
of Educsbion, Bach loosl distriet mey set up ite own oriteria For
seleotion of books."

PENNSYLVANIA: "Penusylvania does not have state adopbion of texbbooka.
10 ouwr counties and olties employing superior plans for seleoting
textbooks far thelr méhaols, the adminlstrators are more and more
enlisting the sid of their teachers in making the selectiona. As
the toachers ere beooming betber edusabed thelr declaiong are betber
tanad o real needs, As teschers’ philcsophies snd procedures exre
improving, the tendensy ie in the direotion of ualing meny books ine
sbead of one textbook. We find thet Improvement in bextbook selea-
vion is intlmetely related o the problem of teaocher eduonbion.

One ssxnot go Torwsrd without the other "

RHODE ISLAND) "In reply to your letter of June 9th I will say thad
we do not heve state-wide adopbion of textbooks 4n Rhode Island.
All texts are adopted by the looal sohool comuibben «"
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SOUTH DAKOTA: "Iu Boubh Dekota we heve the sgunty adoption plan
for the raral schools and the indepondent distriot plan for the
Sown mohoolse I am guite of the opinion thet there is nothing
in pur prosedure that would be of any mabterisl mesistance to you."

VERMONTs  *Ho."

WASHINGTON: “This Bbtate does mot sdopt dexbbooke for the schools bub
leaven the distriots to mmke thelr own oholoess The trend hers '
is to get Parther fram en adopted text towards the use of several
books which majy very easily. In the dietrieots and countles, the
selections are, of sourse, bebber where the board is of & pro-
gresoive and enlightened neture."

WISCONSING "In reply %o your lebtter of June 9, I will state that
Wiscongin has no ptate adopbion of tewtbooks for elementary or
secondsry schools.” P

momm;‘ Ho," -

83894



