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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

'rhe pioneers of Kansas recognized the :bnportano& of eduea.tion. They 

were willing to e~pend. every effort possible to provide eoh.ools for their 

children. · In • number of counties tax supported sChools were organized 

even before lte.ruHl.$ beoeune a sts.te. After the a.dmiaaion to· statehood.~ pro-

. gress oontinued to be slow for several decades. But e..s the wealth of Kansas 

ine:reas&d, more money w:e.s spent for sehools and a greater. per cent of the 

population came under school influence. 

Prcmptad by • pride in the sChools of the state and a desire to pro-

mote ecllool progress, the lansa.e State Teachers Asaoeiation,. in 1890_. 

·appointed a. committe$ ttto devise plans and -.upervise an educational exhibit 

for the State o£ Kaneas,"l at th$ Columbian Exposition in Chicago$ in lS93. 

Out of the work of thil committee, which enlisted the services of oth6:r 

Kansas educators not on the counnittae, cams.!!!! Columbian Histor¥.2£ ~

tion i:n Iansa.$,.2 This volume ocxo:ta.ined an aeeount of the public school --
system.- sketches on the several public educational institutions, an outline 

or the work aceo.mplished in private and denominational schools, and--with 

other information-.-a table of :m.isoalla.necua statistics for the year 1892. 

l Columbian Hietorl of Education in Kansa.a. Compiled by !ansacs 
Educators and puE!ianed: und:i'r tlie ausp1Cii 'o? tne Kansas State Historical 
Society, (Topeka: Preea ot the Htamilton Printing Company .. 1893) P• 1. 

2 Loo. oit • .--



The present study wa.• suggeatod by the table oi 

tistica propared :for t.h~ Columbian Expoaition.3 Using the f'i~;urea for the 

year 1892 as a ba$1.& for comparison, it was deeid$d to a tudy the growth and 

development Ot lt.nsa.e sohoola in a physical ny ainee that time. Statistics 

tor the fe&r 1892 have been compared with corresponding fig'ltret tor the year 

1915 and tor the moat reoant year for which figures were available. to 

determine some of the trends of Kansas .sohoola; to discover advance•· in 

e:duea tion i to observe phases or eduoa tion which have been negleoted; and to 

rnake eri tioal comments. 

PREVIOUS STUDIES 

Jhm.y a.aeounts have been written dealing with various phal4!t$ ot Kantsa.s 

educational history. Sneral of them have aided in the working out of this 

invastiga.tion and, ·therefore,. dese:rv·e mention. 

J. Kenneth Li ttle4 mad.e a. study of ooat.$ of public schools in Kansas 

from 1898 to 1928. lit considered the mounting costs of education in the 

state not only in dollare and cents but also in relation to costs ot livine;., 

real wages. and the changing value of the dollar for various periods. 

Marguerite p., Jester,5 in a study ma.de in 1933, traced the develop-

ment o£ the kinderg-.rten in Kansas einet its beginning. 

5 Ibid .. ; pp. 41•42. 

4 J. Kenneth Little 1 A Critical Stu.~l 2.£ Public School £2!.!! _!!! 
Xansa.e trom 1898 to 1928 (Studits in !duca.tion, No. 6 J !axu•a.• State Toau'Jhers 
~o!1•ge-of~ii'; Emporia, le.naa.a, Ma.reh, 1930.) 

6 :Marguerite p. Je,ter, The Kin~ergart~~ ~~t!v•m~mt,.!!! Ji•t.orical, 
Studt Givin. fi Attention_:!:!:.!!!! Develop!!!Ont .!!'!:Jan au (Unpublialled Muter • 
the s~ansaa State Teaohera Coltege of Emporia, Emporia, lanlat, 1933,) 



Cha.rl•• Lawrenoe Shepherd~ 6 in A Stud;y: ..2£. J?!!! Educational Status ..5: 

Wettoee _!! ltansa.a,. gave an a.oeount o:r negro population, negro aehool a.ttend• 

uee, negro teaohera, apecial schools for negroes~ and other fa.ctora related 

to the et.a.tue of negro education. 

E. lldon Shupe? made a comparative study o£ rural education and rural 

economic progreae in Kansas from 1900 to 1930. 

Lee Corde:r8 .made·-. oom.pa.ra.tive study of salaries paid to teachers in 

Kansas trOll 1900 to 1930-

SOURCES OF DATA. 

Th• lt&tiatice upon which this atudy w.aa based were taken fr.om the 

B1onn1a.l Re;eorts _.2! ~ State SuEer1;ntendtnt~ . ..2£ Pub lie In•truotion ~ the. 

~·~ort~ ,.2! tht United States Commissioner& _2! Education, Report~ 2£ ~ 

Unit&d StAtes .....,B_ur_e_a_u 2! Census, Statietiea.l Abatract~.··. and Bulletins .s1· the 

Uni~ed StatEuJ ~re~u,.!! ...,.E_d_u_oa_t_i_o_n. Unleas otherwie• indicated,. figures for 

th·e year 1892 were taken from Columbian Hiato:.z ..2f. Education l! !!l'*nJ&t. 

Ettort ne ma.de to use corresponding sources in oom.pa:-ing items for tho 

different pe~ioda. However, this wa.s not always pos~ible because olassifi-

In such ®.$et the tigurea w•re accepted fr·om the soureea 'Which appeared to 

be most reliv.ble. 

6 Cbiu-lu XA:wrenee Shepherd, A ~~~ ot thl!ll Educe.tional Statu• of 
NeJGrota in Kanaa.e (Unpubli•hed Master'' t e8Ti ,.ltinsaa state Teaciie:ra College 
ot Emporia. Emporia., Xansa.t, 1934.) 

7 E. Eldon Shupe, !; Studz ~ ~ Advancement Made ~ Rural Education 
in Kan.saa froom. 1900 to 1930 a; Com;e,ued to Rural ·Economic Profireaa Duri;:,e; the 
Tuie Per!o~pu'btfihedTaaitir t'$ tlie"'i"'!a:-xaneae st-.te 'feaeheri 'do liege ot:
ltlnporia, Emporia, Kansas, 1933.) 

a Lee Cordor. A CfilJ!fiLtiyt? ,Stud;y:.!!!: ;re.aoh~ra. Se.le.rha JA ~~411!:~ 
trom 1900 to 1910 (Unpub~thed Mattet 'a thesis.,. Kansas State Teaehert 
C'O'fiege of-Emporia, Emporia, Kansas, ·1933.) 
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All ttatiet:to• ua•d tor the aohool years 1934•1935 and 1935-1936, 

unlela etb.e...-iee inditated, were secured fr• the State n.part.ment of Educa

tion thr·eup mbleop-apbtd r•potta dit tri buted tor each of the wo years 

und.or the titl• Facta ot lntereat • ........,__........_ .........,._...,_......_ 

SOOPI AND LIMI1'A.TIOIS OF ·mE STUDY 

llo attempt :h.a.- b•·•n made in thia investigation to give & detailed 

account ot tbe e<luoational ~ietoey ot latulaa. Hany 1:mportan t phase a ot edu• 

cattGlU\1 pregnse ea.nnot. be described in a. ttatittiea.l typ• of etludy.. Fig• 

uret . can tell 11 ttl• about ·eurricul.• changes, course of s.tudy changes, 

ehanget 1a the ;enera.l qua.lity of ina.truetlon, or numerous other factors • 

.H.owever. n\1Dlbere dealing nth auoh taota as population, pupils of eohool 

age~ school enrollm.ente, number ot teachers., number ot aohoola of varioua 

'bypee,. Jall.l"ie• ot tea.ohera1 expencilture• tor education, value of •Ohool 

proper'ty, eto., are aignifioant mMauree of sehool prog:rese a.nd develo·pment. 

Statiatic• can Q&ll attention to ways in which· 1chool improvement has tailed 

to keep paoe with :material progreae. 'fhia atudy ne confined to the phyei

cal evideneea of eduoa.tional growth and development in Xa.nea.s f:rom 1892 to 

the pr'·&tent aa revealed by tohool tigures. 

Moat reports on education deal primarily with public education. !ha 

intluenee or pri ..... and parochial school a has 'been. 80 grea. t in l&nsa.l tha. t 

no study would be coaplete without considering them. !he m•agerneaa of 

r•por't)a oonee:rning the priw.te and paroohial aohools, hOW'ever-, has made a. 

thorough analysis ot their d.o11elopment $J:'.l.d preeent etatua difficult. 

rht breadth of the eubjeot and. the com.paratively limited time for 

thil 1nve1tigation made exhal.ustivt atuditu~ of the various aspects or aehool 

pr~g:reae diftioul t. For instance; :no at.tempt was made to 111how how the coat 

of living,. or the purohaaing power of the dollar, compared with school coets 
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for any period. Di.ffere:n.eee in clas$i£ying or data in the reports for the 

varioua periods complicated the making of accurate comparisons. Changes in 

eehool organisation and administration practioes also made comparisons not 

only dif£ioul t but poseibly unreliable.. H•ev$r, every attempt to equat\t 

result• under changing a.dminia:tration techniques has been made. 

As 1ta& •ntioned above, th.E3 fipr~s on Kansas schools for 1892 which 

appeared in ~e Columbian Hist~r;r ..2£ Edueation ~ Kansas furnished the b·aeis 

for this atudy!l Slnlilar figures were compiled tor the sehcol year 1914-1915 

and tor the most recent yoar tor which figures could be eeeured. In most 

cases, reports oould not ·oe secured for a .later period than the .school year 

1915-1936. It was believed that a more enlightening comparison could be 

made it figures tor some sohool year betw:aen 1692 and the p:resent time were 

included in the study.. Since the year 1914 ... 1915 represented a. period about 

midny bet«een 1892 and the present 1 and since it represented a tirlfe when 

economic oondition• were proep~.roue, this date was selected for the purpose 

ot comparison .. 

.PRESENT.AflON OF DA~A 

11\rom the data obtained.., t:r~:nds and developments have bean represented 

in the form of £igures and tables. Explanations~ critical comments, and 

summaries have been, included. 



CUAPTER II 

POPULATION :t CENSUS~ AND FJffiOLLUBNT TRIDiDS 

For the tim~ being., at least,. it appears that the state of Kan.sa.s 

period from 1929 to 1937 .. the population decreased by more than twenty-

is evan more evident when the number of your.l.g people is considered. !n 1892;.~~ 

thirty•seven per cent of the population consi.a:ted of persons betwe~"l 5 and. 

21 years or age. The scho.ol eensus for June 1 1937 lists 520#740 children 

ot 28.65 per eent ot the total popula.t1on.1 Tho population of Kansas., the 

number of children betw&$:n the ages ot 5 and 21 ye~s .. and the pt~r cent of' 

the total population included in the school census are presented in ~ble ! 

for ea.eh year td.n.a.e 1892"' 

From Table I and from Fig;ure l which follows t..he table, :it can be 

seen that a decline in the :number of\ children included in the school census 

he.J been taking place sino& 1931. In other words~ the population of the 

state of Kansas ia becoming increasingly adult~ 

l The oen•u• and P''pula.tion fic;ures for 193'"/ were secured i'rom the 
oftioe of tho Stat• Superintendent ct~ .Public Inatruetion through a p.,rsonal 
intervift' with Earl Jonea, statistician~ 



Year 

1892 
1893 
1894 
1896 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1005 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
l9ll 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1916 
1916 
1917 
1918 
l9l9 
1920 

r;t ~: :; ·}IS. :: r :; 

TABLE l 

POPULATION OF WSAS, CHILDREN OF SCHOOL 
AGE~ AHD 'lD PJR COT OF PO.POLATIOI 

INCLUDED II SCHOOL CUSUS 

Popula.tion School 
Cene.u• 

1,.147_.428 498,601 
1,366,618 5:04,~U)7 
1,338,331 496,139 
11334.'734 496,387 
1,336;659 496,771 
l,$66,789 495,250 
l,S90~969 495_.949 
1,425,119 504,130 
1.444,708 508,854 
1_.467"808 608»011 
1,46·4,626 506~820 
14.487 ~647 497,898 
1,5$5,.160 500,8·94 
1,544,968 603 .. 314 
1:~611,.791 603,730 
1,650,160 608,870 
1,656,799 507,827 
1,707,491 5101217 
1,696)361 516,061 
1,686,641 516,.427 
1,.669,296 510,273 
1,·685,621 512,300 
1,672,106 603,011 
1,672,.545 607J60l 
1,.715,463 519,505 
1,736,900 625,0?2 
1,754,341 520,991 
1.,759,793 622,083 
1,779 •. 936 522,457 

\ !t;.I·Hi 4 g: :11 I. I li I i '£ 

1 

Per otnt ot 
population 

87 .. 0 
37.0 
37.1 
$7.2 
37.1 
36.2 
36.7 
85.4 
35.2 
34.6 
34.o 
33.5 
Z!-.6 
32.6 
81.8 
30.8 
!0.1 
29.9 
30.4 
30.6 
30.5 
30.9 
30 .. 0 
30.35 
80.28 
30.23 
30.04 
29.67 
29.35 

I ' "''I 1!" r 
+La 



Year 

19!1 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
l9il 
1952 
1933 
1934 
1936 
1916 
1931 

TABLE I (continued) 

POPOLA.1'ION Ui' KANSAS, CHILDREN OF SCHOOL 
AGE¥ AND THE PER CENT OF POPULATION 

. INCLUDED IN SCliOOL CENSUS 

Population School 
Cenaue 

1 •. 792,.924 529,.911 
1;807,157 f34,751 
1;8ii3;315 537,.776 
l*Ss3,3ea 557,092 
1;812.986 540,936 
1»824"989 543.746 
l.sa7,6l4 543,399 
1,828,425 644.-524 
1;862;114 546,368 
1,851;024 555~080 
1;818,385 555,209 
1,813,381> 545,839* 
1,836.,449 554,536 
1,836;966 548~542 
1,845#194 540,431. 
1,64-0,749 538~9·50 
1,823,.679 520,740 

Per oent of 
population 

29.66 
29.69 
29 .. 49 
29.30 
29.84 
29.83 
29 .. 57 
29.78 
29.50 
29.98 
30.62 
30.10• 
30.19 
29.85 
29.29 
29.01 
25.56 

,._ ' ' ' . . , . . . .·.: 
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FIGURE l 

CHILDBEN IN .!ANSAS BK-r«ED THE 
AGES OF 6 AND. 21 YEARS 

Read figure. . thus ; In 19:31 ther• were 
555.,209 persons between five $-nd twenty-one 
yore of age; in 1932: there were 553,.300 
persona. Read in .like manner for other yea.t"s .. 

9 



10 

:£!!! el.,mente.rl trlohoola. The deeline in the number of children of 

sohool age n$eeeaarily afteots the number of pupils enrolled in the schools 

ot Xans-.s and 1 in the future .. the ef:i'eots willJI no doubt. be greater. The 

changes, eo tar., have been moe:t noticeable in the elemen~ schools. In 

189·2 the public elementary alohools had an enrollment of 5ol'3,088 pupils and 

the enrollment of e.lem•ntary p:ri va te end parochial schools brought the total 

enrollment in the olae:t1tary aehoolt to 393~818 pupils. The enrollment in 

pu.blic elementary sob.e>oll was. 346,.560 in 1915 and the estimated number of 

13,537 pupila2 in priva'be and "parochial sohoola made a :total elementary 

enrollment or 359 1 917. By 1936 the number of elementary school pupils had 

declined to 296,852 in the public sehools.. Private and parochial schools ... 

with a.n enrollment o£ 17 ,2~9 pupils, bad &hmln a.n in·erease. Thus there wa• 

a total ot 3141 091 •lement&ry school children 1n lansas in 1936. 

Ot the 393,Sl$ pupils attending the public, private, and parochial 

el•mentaey schools in 1892,. th.~ number oi" boy• exceeded the number ot girls 

by more than s•ven thousand.. fhe enrollments or boyts and girls were 200,.648 

and 193,170 reapectiv•ly. In 1915 the nmp.ber ot boys in public elementary 

aehools exceeded the num.ber ot gi~l• enrolled by slightly :more than seven 

thousand.. By 1936 the enrollment ot boys and girls in the public elementary 

$Choola wu 163 •604. and 143 1 246 respeeti 'Vely. The number of boys then 

exceeded the number of girla by more than ten thousand. Figure 3 mows the 

perc<f)lltage of the ent'oll.ment in elementary achoolPJ consisting of boyt tmd. 

of girls .. 
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!OTAL PUBLIC, PRIVATE, AND PAROCHIAL ELIHEITARY 
SCHOOL t1mOLLIENT IN KANSAS 1892 TO 1936 

·R~u~ .. d .figure tbua!l ¢ The tnrolllnent in 1892 
waa 393,Sl6J in 1915 it was 369,917; and in l9Se 
it 'Wall 514,091". 

ll 
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FIGURE 3 

PERCENtAGE OF BQ1S AND OF GIRLS IN THE ELEMEITARY 
SCHOOL EIROLLMEIT OF KANSAS, 1892 to 1936 

Itea.d figure thus: In 1892 the number of boys in the ele:men· 
tary 1ehools a:mounted to 50 .. 95 per cant of the total enrollment 1 
the num.ber o£ girls. 49.05 per oent. Read in like maMer £or 1915 
and 1936~ 

12 
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Reoo:rds ot pupils in non•public elementary sohools in 1915 and in 

l.9S6 failed to ehow the number of boys and girls separately.. In the public 

schools there was a majority ot boys in every grade 1n l93o. 

1!! aeconda!:l schoolt. Para.doxica.lly, the declin• in the elementary 

achool enroll.m.ent in :Kansas ha.& been accompanied by a rapid growth in sec..

ondary soho·ol populatiort. In the year 1692 only 14,137 pupils were in high 

echools -.nd a.e&demies. ot this nunibar 7 .sea were girls 1 6#.469 were boys. 

By 1915 the public high aehool enl"Ollment had gr.own to include ·a total of 

46)580 and aooo:rding to St&tiJStica.l Abstract., 3 ther-e was an additional en

rollment of 1~663 1n private and parochial aehools or secondary level,. bring"" 

ing the tota.l .numb.e:r of sacondary pupils to 48.,243. A phenomenal f):"OW'th 

took place in the enroll:m.$nta o£ se,oondary school a betw'een 1915 and 1936 .. 

r.ne latt•r date waa the most r·eoent date for which complete and accurate 

.figures were available. At· the end ot the p•r·iod . t:rom l9l5 to 1956 the 

Kwu~as publio high $Ohools (not in eluding junior colleges) enrolled 10fh,67l 

pupil.s and en a.ddi tiona.l 31 186 were: enrolled in pri ve.te and parochial schools 

:making a total of 109,857 pupils in eeconda.ry uebools.. A comparison of the 

enrolbten.te i.n .aecondary eehoola for the different pGriode has beten made in 

Figure 4. 

3 St&tietical Abstract of the Uni·ted State.e (7i&shing;ton: Depart .... 
ment ot Comm.eroe, 191!} ~ · p .. !or.- --
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1936 

.. TOTAL ENROLLMENT IN PRlVATEf PAROCHIAL~ 
AND PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS 

Re~ figure thut~u In 1892 there WQre 14,157 pupils 
in private, publio and parochial sohooltH in 1915 thEt:re 
wer·e 48 1 24$; in 1936 there ·were lOS. 867 .. 
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The advantage in numbers whieh boys have held over g;i:rle in the 

elementary iohools luts not eontinued through th., ~Jecondary schools. As has 

b~en previously etated, the tote.l secondary school enrollment in 1892 in ... 

eluded 7,668 girls and 6,469 boys. ln 1916 the majo:t1ty of girls ov·e:r boys 

was even greater, the figures being 27,709 for the former and 20,634 for 

the latter. le•ords for· the school yee.:r l935·l936 did not classify the 

number of g1:rla and b·o:rs sepa.rat$ly for the private and parochial $econdary 

schools. but ·qrely'gave the total e:nrollm$t.t. In the public high schools 

during that yo•r thex-e w•r• 51,699 gi:rlt and 62.,172 boys. ¥mile there still 

·was a. gT$ater·nw:n.ber of girls,. the majority was not fl.$ large a.e in 1916* 

The percentage of the total enrollment in secondary sehoola consisting or 

girle and c:t boys h.a.s been .shown gt"ta.phice.lly in p~igure 5~ 

ln 1916 there were more boys thAn girls in every grade through the 

ninth, but .trom the tenth to the twelfth grade of the public schools there 

ware :more girls. This may mean tha. t the :rate cf survival ~:n the high 

schools has been g:reator for girls than for boys.. l)l Table II .the enroll· 

ment has been show:n for oa.oh grade· during i:'lte aehool yaa.r 1935-1936 in 

pu'blic kindergarten, elementa.ry1 and secondary schools of Kansas and the 

nutnb$l" of boys and girls in each grad$ has been listed separately. 
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eo 70 

PERCENTAGE op~ SECONDARY ENROLLMENT 
ACCORl)J;!iG TO BOYS AND GIRLS 

Boys. 

Girls f2j 

80 90 100 

Read figure thust ln 1892, 45.'16 per cent o£ the enrollment 
in public., private and parochial s.eeondary schools was made up of 
boya1 54.24 per cent was made u.p of girliJ, Read in like :man:ner £or 
1915 and. 1936. 



Grade 

Kindergarten 
First 

. Seeond 
Thirit 
Fourth 
Itifth 

· Sixth 

TABLE II 

lfOMBER OF BOYS AND GIRLS IN EACH GRADE Oi' 
PUBLIC Kil~DERGARTEN :a ELEMENTARY :a AND 

BIGH SCEOOLS OF KANSAS 1935·1936 

Boys Females Grade Boys 

5~501 5_.261 Sevt>nth 19~144 
20,131 18 .. 229 Eighth 18,686 
18,662 lf:l.-991 Ninth 16,276 
18,;615 17;464 Tenth 14,387 
19.,340 11 ... 797 ElevEtnth 11,442 
19,$21 18~463 !VI$lfth 10,147 
19,406 18,017 Special 521 

Fem1ales 

17,.996 
18.303 
16,.!63 
14,516 
11,.685 
10,591 

845 

Reaa ta.b e t us: During the sohoo year 935·1 3o there wore 
5,601 boys in the kindergartens o:f.\ Kansas; there were 5,251 girls in the 
etallle gra:da; in the first grade there were 20,.151 boyB and 18~228 girla, 
ete.• 

Private .!!,C! P!rochie.l aohools. It 11 the belie£ of some peopl• 

tha. t pri va. te and parochial schools b$lOW college and un1 versi ty level are 

rapidly becoming of little im:portance. In some eaaes it ia simply taken 

fol'! granted th-.t th& present enrollment in such aohoole i1 so small tha. t 

i. t ie of 11 ttl e. significance in ditcussiona of education. The number of 

private and paro,ohial schools of ele:menta.ry and secondary level has been 

deex-easing since 1950, but in 1936 there we~e still 20,426 pupils in suoh 

sehools in Kansas. In other words, tour and nin~tenths per cent of the 

total elementary a.nd secondary school enrollment in 1936 was in the 

private; and pa.rooh.ial schools. In 1892 the priva.te and parochial school 

enrollment vnus 25,730,. or ei:K: and three-tenths per cent .of tbe tot1.l. The 

United States Commissioner of Eduoation4 estimated th&t in 1915 the enroll-

ment in private and parochial schools of elmnentary level wat 15,000; or 

4 Report!!£~ Commiaaioner ..2£ Eduot.tion, 1917, II p .. 2 · 
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nearly three and aeven•ttnthc per oent of the total enrollment. lf tho 

eat1Mte to:r 1916 ie a.oour·a:te thc.re na a decline in enrollment in prtnte 

and paro~cmtal aohoola beween l89t and 1915 which waa counteracted by u 

:lner--.le b•w..n 1915 a~d 1930.. AI haa been ahown in i'1ture ti • there baa 

b.- • ark•d tleer~ease. in private and parochi&l enrollment since 1930 when 

the petiod :t• unt144J.red at & •bole. 

1930 

1931 

1932 

19$3 

1934 

1935 

1936 

(Il-L thousands) 
FIGURE 6 

ENROLIJmN~ lN PRIVATE AND PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS OF ELEMENTARY 
AND SECONDARY LEVEL i,OR THE PERIOD 1930-1986 

lead figure thus t In 1930 the private and parochial 
enrollment was 29 ,.12lJ in 1931 it was 27,133. Read in lik• 
:m&ru'ltr tor other year·a. 
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.!!!.! enrollment~ kindEU:"&arten!• A law was parused by the etate 

legislature in 1907 giving the diatrict school board of any school district 

the power to establish and maintain tree kindergartens in connection with. 

the public $Qhoola of the district.5 By 1916 there were fifty-on~ public 

school kindergarten$ in 22 Xansa.s cities, with a combined enrollment of 

1,677, according to the United State8 Commissioner of' Education. 6 There 

were aleo 527 children ia kindergartens other than public in 1915. They 

were enrolled in fourteen. ei ti&$ reporting. So rapid was the grovrth of the 

kindergarten movement in Xaneaa that bf 1931 th• public ldudergarten enroll

ment was 111490., From 1931 to 1934 the enrollment dropped, but einoe 1934 

1 t has increased. By 1936 it ha.d reached 10,, 752. The growth of the number 

of pupils enrolled in public ld.ndergartena has be·en •~ized in Figure 7. 

It baa not been posaible to aecu:re up-to•date figures dealing with enroll

ment of kindergartens other than tho.ee publicly aupported, but a.oco:rding to 

the United State.a Bureau of Education, 7 there were only 215 children in non-

public kindergartens during the sehool year 1932·1933* The enrollment in 

public kindergartens for the same year was 10,224. It appears that the 

growth of the public kindergarten has been aeoompanied by a decline in the 

enrollment in non•publie kindergartens. 

6 .f!E· cit., Vol. II, P• 16•16. 

7 Statistics of :Private Eleuutntul and Seoondarl Sohot!l~, 1932•!3, 
llureau or Education Bulietin, ~No~ 2,' i9!5 {Walhingtont Un!te<! Statal 
Departm$nt o£ Interior, 1936), Ch. VI, p~ ll. 
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FIGURE 7 

GROWTH OF EllROLIJJ!EMT IN POBLIC 
KINDERGARTENS~ 1915•1936 

Bead figure thueu In 1916 there were 1,677 children 
in public kinde.rgartenSJ in 1929 there were 10,.695. Read 
in like manner tor other years. 
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Enrollment ..2£ hi&!•r institutions _.2£ learnini• A tremendous growth 

took plae• between l892 and l9lb in the number of persol1s attending higher 

institu·tions or learning. !n 1892 therG- were 3,4d9 peraonr:J enrolled in 

eduea tional inati tutiona a hove the secondary :s ehool level. Of this group 

2,100 were men and l~$69 were women. In 1915 the number in universities 

and colleges waa 17,671~ according to the Report of State Superintendent of 

Pu.blie :m.-truotion. 6 In S$pt~ber# 1935 the state, public, and private 

intti tutiona of higher learning i:n lta.naa.s 1 including junior oolleges. had a 

combined enrollment of ao.aeo, aooording to the Xf.utuJ Edu.ea.tiona.l Direct

fl't'l.· 9 This did not inelude the enrollment ·or 110 persons at the State 

Sqhool tor the BlindlO nor the 238 persona attending the State Sehool for 

the Deaf. ll Both of the aehools named were included in the report or 1915 

and omitted in th$ fi guree for 19$5. ror baa1a of eo;nparison th.eir enroll

ment (lhculd be add&d to th$ enroll:ment :tor 1936-... sa, making a tota.l ot 

21,228 for that year. The Kan1a.s itlucational Direotorl d1d. not list 

separately the number of men and•cmsn enrolled in the higher institutions 

in September, 1935~ !h.& total enrollment in institutions or higher learn

ing in 1\a.nsa.s tor the terms ending in 1892, 1915, and 1936 have been 

presented graphically in Figure 8 .. 

a TWenti«flth Biennial Re}tort, State Superintendent ot Public 
Instruction, P• 421. 

9 W
10 

T. Markham"' Xanaaa Edu.eationa.l Direeto~l~ 1935 ... 1936 (Topeka: 
Kansas Sta.te Printing Plant, 1935~, PP• 68•70. 

10 Tenth Biennial Re.port o:t the Board of Administration (Topeka.: 
Kansas Ste.te ~int!iig"":Plant, l:916') Div. I, p72S. 

ll Ibid., Div. !I, P• 17 • -
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TOTAL ED.OLI.JOOlT Ill INSTITUTIONS OF HIGDR LEARNING~ 
INCLUDING PUBLIC JUNIOR COLLEGES 

llead f'1gure thus: In 1892 ·there were 3,469 atud•nta 1n 
1nstitut1one of higher learning; in 1915 there wert 17,6711 
in 1936 th•re were 21,228. 



ftle United States Department ot Inter:lorl2 pla.oed the total number 

ot students eng1.ged in higher eduoa.tion in lan.at.a during the school year 

1933-1934 at 20,263, and of tht group, 11,335 were :xaen and 8,918 wer• women. 

rhus it it evident th.at more men than women were securing higher eduoa.tion. 

in ltanaas in 1933-1914. Ae shown by Figure 9 the men enrolled in l9SS.34 

made up 55.94 per cent ot the total enrollment in inati tutiona of learning 

as eompa.red to 44.06 per oent tcr womt.tz:t. !he ratio in 1892....,. 60 .. 54: per 

cent and 39.46 per oen\ tor men and women re•peotivoly. 

There are a number ot aohooll (busine11 colleges, and aehoolt train.

ing to:r special vocation• or trades) which do not report to the Ste.w 

Superin'hendtn.t ot :Public Inetruotion er o-ther central agtney. !hue it ia 

d1fficul t to det.ndne the ext.nt of their enrollment tor the varioua 

perioc!a·. 

81l'tiD!Ia!7 ..!£ enrollment.!! luaat •ohoola. throup the Ule ot v•Ph• 
and '\ablea the tnrollment at the varioua levels ot education in Jtanra&s ha.a 

been preaented.. A summary of the number ot pupila enrolled at the varioua 

school levels for the year a 1892 ·• 1915, and 1936 11 found in Table IIl. 

11 statiatict ot Hi~•.r. Bduoation, l93S.l93,, Bureau ot Bduoation 
Bulletin, J'o. I, i§ss--cwaah n&tont United Sta.tea Department ot lntorior, 
1917) I Ch. IV I P• 50. 
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.PaiOENTAGE OF ENROLLDNT IN HIGHER INSTITUTIONS 
Dl AND WOMEN, 1892 AND 1934 

100 

Read figure thwu In 1892 ~ 60.54 per CE>nt o£ th& enrollment 
in high.EJr iluJtitutions was made up of boyeJ t'he same year the per
eent&.g$ ot girls wa.a' 39.46. Read 1n like manner :for 1934. 



TABLE Ill 

WMBER OF PUPILS ENROLLED AT THE 
VARIOUS SCHOOL LE\?:!LS 

~ of Soho"Ol 1892 1915 

Xin.der~;a.rten 1~671 

Bl•m.entary 39$,818 359,917 
Seoondary 14~13? 481243 
Higher Institutiont 3 ,4t>9 17,671 

Total 411,424 4271508 

1936 

10,762 
314,091 
109,667 
2q;~80 

455~580 

Read table thus t . l:n 1692 th$re ·were no children in 
kinderga:r,tens J in 1915 there were 11 6?7 J in 1936 thore 
were 10,752. eto .. 

25 

Ne~o populat~on~ enrollment. Between 1892 and 1930 the number 

of xu!lgroet in lansa.s incr•a.sed. However, the gain in nepo population 

has not k~pt pace with th& inoreaee in white popula:tion. Ne~roes in 1930 

constituted three ud five-tenths per C($nt of the total popula.tionl3 of 

lansa.a as compared to fiv& and three•tenths per eentl4 in 1692. 'the per

centage for 1930, however, wae higher than in 1915 when negroes made up 

only three and t\vo•t$nths per cent of the· population ot Kansas .16 

ll Monroe N. Work .. editor, ~~E~ ,Year Book, _!:! Annua:_~ Ftn~l<:loEed~~ 
.2£ the Nef§g 1931•1932 (Tuskegee In•titute, Aia.btima, Negro Year Book 
coapany, . l],p.-m. 

14 Columbian Hiat~rz 21. Ka.naJat, p. 42. 

16 •·t;~ Eduoa.tion a. Stud~ of the Privat. and fs.egr Sohools for 
Co,lored Peo2 e in \liFie' Uni tea !ti: e"i; Bureau o'l Educa t on . ul!etin, No:-3 9 ~ 
i§ie (Departm«a~o~tne Inter1ort i917) p. 878. 



Year 

1892 
1915 
1930 

TABLE IV 

DG!O POPUIJA.!lON IN UI&S 1 1692·1930 

n t' 1 • r-= c • ' 1 

legro population 

47J7l3 
M,OSO 
66,.344 

Pe~ cent of total 

< 11 : 1. ua,u 1 11 r • ' nu g uu n 1 'r um mt 1 • w ~ : 1 

Read table thus: In 1892 th$ :nee;ro popul&t1on waa 
47, '11$ &r thl per eent of the tett.l population# ete. 

In spi w ot the growth in negro population in l&nt~as, "nroll-

ment ot negro children has shown a lM.rked deoline, as hi.a that of white 

children. In 1892 the public element..ary and s~oondary sehoola enrolled 

16)227 n•gro children. Of this number 15,862 wer• in the elemt.rnt&:ry 

sohoola Mil the r~ining 3715 were in the secondary schools. In 1936 the 

publie sohools ot :ranaa• had a negro enrollment of 14,578 diatributed at 

the various school levels as follow;: 

Kindergarten 
Grades 1•6 
Junior high 
High aohool 

666 
9,250 
2,430 
2,233 

A larger peroen tage of the n•gro popula ticn between the ages of 

seven and tvr&nty•one wa.e in school attendance in 1930 than in either 1910 

or 1920~ aa Table V ahowa. 



Year 

1910 
1920 
19SO 

1!.dLE V 

PERCDTA.GI Of UGRO CHILDRD BITWIEW THE AGES 
OF liVEN AND 'lWENfY•ONE II SCHOOLS 

OF UBSAS II 1930* 

lumber Per 

9.~5:64 
9,925 

12,15! 

cent 

66.6 
as.a 
16 .. ? 

Read table thu•t In ltlO there w•:r• 91564: nepo 
ehildren be-twe•n the ages of 7 end 21 1-n Xaneas aehools, 
or 65,.6 per eeniJ ot the population of that age e;rcup, etc. 

the negro population., like ths.t of the white race, has become in

creasingly adult.. !he total school population ot· negroes hae declined in 

number, but the peroentage of negro childr.n between the agee ot au&ven and 

* l'eQ:o••l! ~ United Sta.tea (Wuhington: United St&t.a Department 
ot COJnm.tu·ce;Bu.reau ot Cenau• .. 193!,, P· 214. 



CHAPTER III 

In s.pi te of the decline in elDent&ry •chool enr-oll.luent in tansas during 

the period froa 1692 to 1936 there W$re llEUU"'lY aa 11$.n:Y elementary teachers 

employed in 193S (exclusive of those in junior high schools) as there were 

in 1892. Obvioualy., there ba$ been a. decline in the average numb$r ot 

pupils enrolled per teacher in the el~ntary schools of Kansas .. 

In 1892 there w•re 11,939 teachers in the public, private_ and parochial 

elem.mta.ry achoolG o£ Kansas. Of this number 7,691 were women and the remain

ing 4,248 were men. In a study of the number of ele:menta.cy school teachers 

in 1915 the most striking fact to be observed is the overwhelming majority 

of women teachers. In the public eleentary •cheola during th:e school year 

1914 ... 1915 there were only 1.87'0 •en tea.chert while the women teachers exn

ployed numbered 10,.889.. In the pr-ive-t& :and parochial schools,. other than 

·eollftges and aoademiec,s, during the same ye~r, there wer,e 448 women ·a.n.d 131 

men or a total ot 679 tea.che:rs employed. There were forty.-five kindergarten 

te&che:rs in the state in 1915, aoeording to the Co:mmituiioner of Ed:ueation.l 

Thus the total :nU%llber of kindergarten and elementary sohool teaoh-ers in 1915 

was 13,883. On aoeount of cha.ng$8 in aehool organization and in admini;&~.fl"" 

tion practices> aehools are no longer olAssified only a.s elcentta.ry, seoon .... 

dary, and higher inatitutione. With the organization of junior high. sohools 

a clear dittinotion between teacher• of elementary and secondary schools 

could no longer be made since there is an overlapping of elementary and 

eeeonda:ry athoola in ayatmn.s with junior high school organizations. The 

1 Re;eort £ J:h! CotmliitJioner . .2! Education,~~ 1917 ~ Vol. II, p. 16. 
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ola.asi.fioa.tion• a:re made trom reports of mixed. f'orms of orga.n1tations includ

ing the 5·4~6·2-4,. e ... a.z Jl a..nd tha 6-6 plana ot o:rganitation. 

TAaLE VI 

*Ntll4l3lm Oi"' ~EACHERS AT THE VARIOUS SCHOOL 
LIVELS IN·!AISAS IN 1936 

Kindergarten 
Gradel 
Junio~ High 
Higi Sehool 
.Private and Parochial 
Total 

1,139 
'297 

1,.690 

167 
101762 

756 
2,460 

Total 

167 
11,891 
1,.055 
4,150 

828 

18~091 

Jllea.d table thus: T.h.~~a number of kindergarten t&aohe:re 
in 19'$6 wa.e 167 ~all of whom were womenJ in the grade$ there 
were 11 1$9 m«<. and 10,762 WOJ1'i$n tt;ttlchers. Read in like 
l1ll&n.ner for other levels. 

Teaching positions in the second.ary schools of lta.nsae in. 1892 were 

260 wom:en and 2!19 men, or a total of 559 high echool teachers. In l915J 

according to Statiatioal Abstraet,2 the num.ber of women teaching in eee .... 

dary schools exceeded the number of :men by mor• than f'ive hundred, the 

tigurat being 1.,471 and 916 for women and men, relpectively, in the public, 

priva.to, em.d parochial secondary schools~ or a total of 2,387 tsaeherliL. 

Th••• tigurt~s inolude 53 m.en and 114 women in pri1ra.te and pa.roehia.l schools 

ot 1eoonduy level but exclude superintendent~¥ and principals in the pu.blio 

.1 Sta. tiat1oal Ab1traot, 1916, p. 101 ~ 



so 

the mixed olaseification of school orgar1isations in the reports ror 

1936 ha$ made it d1ffioult to ascertain the number ot teachers in the aeo-

onda:ry sehoolt during that yeru'. The n:umber or tee.aher.s in public high 

schools and 3unio:r high achool1 in 1936 was 6,205. Of this number 1,989 

ing in junior hifP.l sohoola of the state. The total of 6 1 205 teacher• did 

not include superintendont.s and principals of which there were 2,.192 during 

th$ year 1936, .Alnong the teachers employed in high achools and junior high 

schools in 1936 there lf'ere 1,989 men &n.d 3;t2l6 WOln$ll• Obviously the numbax• 

of women employed in the seoondary schools of the etate still exceeded 

the number of men employed. 

It will be se$n from tb.e figure• just given that., a.coompanying the 

rapid inerease in seeon·dary school erollment, tb.&re was also a. rapid in· 

creaae in the number of •eeondary sChool teaehers in ianl&s. 

The tota.l number ot teachers in kindergarten. elementary 1 and sec

ondary school$ (public, private, and parochial) tor t:h$ years 1892, 1916, 

and 1936 is shown in J'iguro 10.. Superintendents and principe.ls in public 

schools are not inoluded in the figur1&a fo·r 1915 and l93U. 

A tremendous ino:N)ase has 'f:;s.ken place sinoe lG92 in the number of 

instructors in t.h.e institutions of higher lea-rning in Kansas. In 1892, 

the tota.l nmnber of college fa.oul ty Il'1t:nib.,:rs wu 182 as oamparsd with 61. total 

ot 994 in 1915. Aecording to the United St.tes Bureau of ~duoation,4 the 

int true tort in the ins t1 tutions ot higher learning in I~neat num.'b•:red l; 619 

1 Report• a.vailable for th.e year ending June, 1915, :t'a:lled to list 
the number of superintendents and principals in tbe public eohoola or 
J:anta.lt and. they were not included in th.e total number ot teachers .. 

4 St&tiatioa .5!! Hieer Education,. 1933·1984, Cb. IV, p .. 50. 
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Read t'igure thutu In 1892 the tot&l number ot 
tea.chera 1n kinder,arten, elementary and aecondary aohoolt of 
Ianaae wa.• 12,4gal in 1916 it na 15,503J and in 1936 it n1 

17,263 .. 
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Read :figure thus : In 18 92 the numbe-r of man teaching in the 
Kansas eQhool$ belOW' college level was 56.8 per cent of the total 
number of t~cnera; the number of women teaching in these schools 
was 63.2 per cent of the total. lead in like manner tor 1915 and 
1936. 
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in 1954 when the figures were reduced to a. full time teaohing ba.s:l.s. Women 

occupied a larger proportion of the teaching positions in the institutions 

of higher l~a.rn.ing in 1934 than they did in 1692. Howe'lter, in 1934 1 .nearoly 

two• thirds of the posi tiona as college instructors were still held by man. 

In 1892 :man held over tm~ee-fourthllf of the jobs ot thh type. l•'igure 12 

repreaenta the total nuxnber of' instructors in the inetitutions .of higher 

leAl'ning in Xtt.n.flfl\1 for the years 1892, 19151 and 19541 e.nd :Figure 15 which 

follws it, shows the percentage of men and of WOII$:0. on oolleg$ faoultil!.\$ 

in 1892 and in 1934, 

Negrq teacher$~ Kenaae. The per cent of Negro teachere in Kansas 

has .alwa.ys bEJen e1na.ll. ln 1892 there were ei€,;hty•five colored tea.ehers in 

Kansas and they were in elementary aehools. A 'bota.l of 192 Negroes held 

teaching po1itions :1n Kansas in 1915. Of this n\lmbe:r 156 were WOl:I!On cmd 

36 were men. A.oeord:ing to figures reported in Jh! t!lm~Y!:t!r.b:tb ~j.t'QU~Il 

BsRsu:~ .,gt ~ lit!~~ §!mttm'!?t:q.!;\tp:tf .9: .. l!Jablig :Wttrutton and interpreted 

by Shephe:rd,5 only the larger eitiea and schools had colored teacher$ during 

the school ye!U" 1951-1932 and there were more colored women than colored 

men teachers. 'l'he tcrt4\l number of colored teachers during the yea.r ending 

.June, 1932, mu1 260. Of this g;roup1 214 were women a.nd 36 were .men. 

There wttre no colored teach&rs reported in junior lil.nd smtior high sohoob; 

in private and parochial sohooh, or in ·the rural aohools ot Kansas :in 1932. 

l?ra.etically all or the teachers listed a.s colored, were tea.ehing in cities 

of the first or second olae•• The total number ot oolo:red tea~hers in 

xanu.a in 1892, 1915, and 1932 ie shown in Figure l4 • 

A'Ve:t:as• salaries 2!,. teaohers. .!!:.! Bie:nnil!l.l Rt,Eortll! _.2! ~ .s~~! 

5 Charles ta.wrence Shepherd; ~ ~tudl..2! ~ Educational Statue.!!!. 
Nefr.>e$ in Kansa.t!l (Unpublished :Ma.ster 1s theds, Kann.l!l State 'l'ea.Oh$rl 
Co $ge Of Emporia, Emporia~ Kansas, 1934), PP• 24•26. 

: I 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF INSTRUCTORS lN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER 
Lll.lARlUNG IN KANSAS DURING· TilE YEARS 1892,. 
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Read figure thus : In 1892 there wert 182 inatruotoNJ 
in xaneae institution& of hisner learningJ in 1915 there 
were 994J and in 1934 there were 1819. 
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WOON IN !tAN$.!$ INSTITUTIONS OF 1-IIG!lm. Ll!Wml:NG 

IN 1892 AND IN 1954 

Read figure thue t In 1892 .seventy-six and four ... 
ten the per $«W. t of the college inatruotort in Kansas were 
m&n a.nd ·twenty-three per cent were women; read :1n like 
manner tor 1914. 
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Sup~r1ntendont2! Public Instruction liat QVerage monthly salaries ot 

teaohera in the public schools oi' f.~~~Waaa f'or the varioum years 'but aoourate 

statement& of salaries paid to teachers of' priv~te and parochial schools 

are unavailablth In :caany eases payment for e.otuu.l sohool teeching and for 

s"rvioes rendered to tho oh'uroh a:r·G combined in. salaries of' P'4roohb.l 

&ohool teaehers so that it is tmposeible to determine the ~otual teaching 

salarit~~s• Table VII shows the average :m.o:n:bhly IIJ.a.la.ry of men and women 

teaching in !a.ns:e.e public schools in 1892 J 1915 and l93~h Sinoe 1932, 

annual aalarit~a h&ve been report~PJd instead o:r average monthly sala:d.u. As 

the length or term varies :for d:U'fEJre:n:b schools .. it was impossible to deter

mine the exaot average monthly aa.l-.ey. 
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TOTAL NUDER OF NEGRO TEACHERS :m M SCHOOLS 
Of K.t\NSAS I 1892, 1915$ AND 1932. 

Rea.d tigure thul a In 1892 there were eighty
five oolor•d teachers in Kanaaa achoole J in 19115 there 
were l92J and in 1932 there were 250. 
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TABLE VII 

AVERAGE MONTHLY SALAI1:Y OF MEN ANP WOON TEACHING 
IN KANSAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 1892~1932 

! : ::;; 

l$92 
1916 
1912 

! ;; ; = ~; \ i ¢l i l: i::' I ; i; i ; :; ; t; 

$ 42.15 
83.55 

150 .. 82 

Women 

• 3l5.:42 
71.69 

111.79 

;:: ;:; 

lttMicli ila.ble thus t ln lBS2. the aver•ge :monthly 
$&l.ar:y tor men in Kansas schools wat $42.16) for women~ 
$3-6 .. 4~. lea.d in like snner for 1915 and 1932. 

38 

Average salaries m•an little unless the varying ooets or living~ the 

d.ifterat ste.ndards ot living. the increa:ee in longth of school term, the 

ohanies ill amount Qf' training required, and the ngea paid to workers in 

e"bher cu~coupa:tlic:as t.re given e<mddera.tion. 

The. numb111r of seoon!laey aohool teachert in 1892 wau ttnall in com• 

p$rhon with the numb•r of elementary school teachers. Since 1692 the 

proportion of teAchers in secondary scnool po•ition$ has become m.uoh larger, 

'and u sal.arie• h hip ,sehoola are uiua.lly higher than those in elemtnta.ry 

e;oJr.tools, 'the ino:reae$ in the peroentl(t.ge of high sehe>ol teachers has tended 

to raise the av~rage o£ monthly aalariell of teachers a• a whole. Separate 

fi.guree on the avtra.ge '*"laries of elementary and or aeeond$.ry eohool 

•a.ob.ers were not available as late u 1900, aooording to Corde,-, 0 who 

etud.ied teaehere r eal~ies in .Kansas for the period from 1900 to :1.930, In 

1910 Corder round that th.e liU.l.llilries paid to noondvy teachers avera,ed 

about twice ae much ae tne .average monthly salariee ot teacher• in tbe 



elementary s ohoole. By 1915 the avera.ge salaries of the two groups were 

more nearly equal, when the average annual salary of high aohool teachers 

was 1797 and that of el$mentary teachers was $520. ln 1930 the average 

annual salaries of secondary school teachers and elementary sohool 

teachers were $1.,668 s.nd $866, reepeotivdy. 

89 

Cert:tfio6l.tes 21. publ12 scllool teaehera. The eyetem of teaeher oer

titice. tion :tn Ka.nsa• has been severely ori tiobed and there have been good 

grounds for such oriticimn. Even today, requir~nts for teaohera are not 

aa high as in a number of o'bher ete.tees. '!'he 1937 Sndon of' the Kansas 

Legillature, however, did muoh to improve the system ot teacher oertif'ioa• 

tion by granting to the State Board of Education nexelusive authority to 

iuue teacherf s, supervisor's, fl.nd adm.iniatroative officer 1a oertifioatta 

valid in the sta.te of X&n1Ja.s"7 with a few exception•» such u certificates 

baa•d upon tra.ining in accredited teachers colleges. Any institution on 

the aooredi'be4 list is subject to exeuni:nation by the state board of eduo•

tion at its pleasure with respect to the oourse of study, equipment, and 

the character of it& work. In other wordt since July 11 1937 1 there 1s 

one oertii"io~oting agency, with A ffNI other agencies under i te aupervidon, 

'Whereas; formerly theJ'"e were nearly two hundred oertifioa.ting a.gemoiee. 

Since 1892; a. :marked decline ha.e taken place in the proportion ot 

county cert1f1ea.tee a• compared with the number of oertit'1oatea itaued by 

the atate through noral tra.ining high 10hools or through inatitutions of 

higher learning. !hia fe.ot h shc:mn by Table VIII which indioa:bee the 

number of oert:1fioatea of teaChers employed during the school years endinc 

in June, 1692, 19161 and 1910. State certificates, aa olaasifitd in the 

t&ble; include oertifioa:bes ilaued by the state Boar6. of Education through 

7 School.!:!!!!!! la.nlat, 1937 • p. 38. 
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nol"Ul ~a.ining high schools • oerti.fioatee bued upo.n work in a.coredi ted 

eolleget and ta.porary oertif'ioates issued directly by the State Depart ... 

ment or J:ducation. 

Year 

189:2* 
1915 
19$0 

TAllLE VIII 

Clm1,'IFtCA1'lllS Of PlmLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS 
l!l!4PLOYED I 1892 I 1916 ~ AND 1930 

Number of Oe:rti:f'ioa. tea 

State County 

413 {3 •. ~) 11;476 (96.5"~ 
4,129 (36.3%) 7,232 (63,~ 

16,306.5 (80.8%} 3,870 (19.2j() 

!rotal 

11.688 
ll,5E)l 
20,178.5 

Read ta.bla thua~ In 1692,. there were 413 state certificates in 
foree1 the eame year there were llf457 county oe:rtifioates in force, 
making a. total of 111 888 eerti.ficatee. Read in like manner for. 1916 e.nd 
1950. 

• lllii!!f Bi.enn.ia.l Re;eort ~ th& Sta.te Su;eerintenden1' .!£ :Public 
Inetruotion, a9f. .. 1a§i. · · 

Another criticism frequently made concerning education in Kanaae is 

that the rate of turnover in the teaching positiona is too rapid. Each 

year a large number of teachers are beginners, In 1892, the average tenure 

of teachers in the elementary and secondary tohools of Ka.ne~as was alightly 

more than three and A hal£ years, In 19151 there were 2,217 men and women 

in JCanaae who were 't4Ui.Ching their ..first term of school, 1'he number of in• 

experienced tea.Ohera in 1930 was 2,697. Report• of the Sta.te Sup orin tend· 

ent of' Publie Instruction fail to give the number of persona who were 

~ployed as teachers for the first time during the various years since 1930. 

Raising the standard• of ~aoher training and providing for longer 

tenure would do much to improve the quality of inatruotion in the knea.J 

eohools. 



PIOGUS.S OF V.AllOUS DIVISIONS OF 'l'.B.E KANSAS SCHOOL SYS TIM 

!he publie •~hool system of Xaneas, in 1892 1 oonsiated of three 

elemente..ry diviaiona. Theywe:re as follow•• (l) cities o£ the first ola.ae, 

(2) cities of the second olaea, hd. (3) ordinary or common school districts• 

'these three claaaitieations a.re still in U8C!t. Other forma of school cor• 

pora:tions, however, have been established from time to time. It ia the 

purpose of thie chapter.-:to ·S\llllllt.riae briefly the detvelopmenta whi~:~h have 

taka plac& ainoe 1892 in the varioua typtJI or schOols e.:nd to describe the 

progrea• of the new organhations which have 'been a.dded to the aohool 

syat~ ot !antaa. 

1!! Columbian Hist~r:l ,2£ Education _!! B:ansas described th.e···~e 

elementary divisions o£ the 1yetem aa recoe;nbed by law, in the following 

manner1 

1. Ci tiel of the First Clan. Every city having over 15,000 popu .. 
lation Secmnesa.upa;rate sohool ditttriet by virtue of' its incorpora
tion as a city of the tirst class, and its schools are eonduoted 
under the la.we &Overning such cities. 

e. Cities Qf' the .Seoond Clase. Every city having a population of 
from 1;005 'to'"l5-;QOO becomes a separate eohool district by virtue of 
i te incorp0rati.<m. as a oi ty of the second class, and its schools are 
conducted under the laws governing su.oh. oi ties. The board of eduoa.
tion of' eu.oh oi ty baa the power, under oertel.in oondi tiona, to a. ttaoh 
adjacent territory !'or school purposes. 

3. The Ordina.rl Sehool District. With t1u1 exception• noted above 1 

,ehQol districts are orsanlzed by the county superintendent of public 
instruction, whose duty it is to divide the county ttinto a convenient 
number of 1ohool die~iots when the interests of the inhabi ta:nte 
thereof require it.'' 1 

Several ltmitations were provided by law upon the power of the 



county superintendent to form diatriots. and all acts of the oounty super

intendent reapeoting district boundariee were made subject to rev1• by 

the board of cowty comm.iuioners on a.ppt!ta.l, whoae decision waa to be 

fina.l. 2 

Citiet ,.2! .J!.! first .!!!!.!• Five oitiea• .. Topeka, Wichita. Atchison, 

Lea.vawor'bb.,. ad lta.n•as Oity~·had a population lfU'ge enough to be olau1• 

tied a• oitite ot the first olau in 1892.. ~e number of sueh ei tiet had 

doubled by l$15 w-hen ten cities of Kansas rfmked a.a oi ti$a of the first 

ela.sa. 'rhe number of ei ties in K-.naa1 with a popule.tion ot more than 

l$,.000 h.aa not increased a:lnoe~~ 1936. J);uring the .,_tire period from 1892 

to the presen-t; the 111ohool diJt:r:iote 11, oi ties ot 1he first cb.ea have main ... 

"tle.in•d high t~b..oola. in addition ·to 'bhe ~;:rade ochoola.. The growth in the 

number ot eiiiea of the first ela•• ~- described in Figure 15. 

2 lb:l.d, P• 17. -

i . 

r 
i 
'· ' 
I 



9 

0 
1915 

FIGt1RE 15 

1936 

INCREASE IN 1'llE NU.MBBR ()]' CITIES Ob' THt: .i'lRS1' 
CLASS IN KANSAS SliCE 1992 

Rea.d f'ig~.are th'l.uq In 1892 there wer• five eitiee 
of the f~st elasa; in 1@151 ten1 ~d in 1936~ eleven. 

--------------------~·.~ 
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Cities£~ eeeond class. Between thirty and forty eohool dis ... 

triots were operating in cities of the second ole.u in l.S92. !n moat ot 

the districts a hi&h eohool giving a dGfinite oouree of at~dy of two or 

three yea..rs was being lllAin'bained. 0 In 1916 there wen aevanty-fivt-' dis .. 

triote operating in IAnAae cities of the 1eoond ola.sa. ot this group 

aeventy•wo diaviotle were also. offering a four•yoar high soh.ool course, 

and one d.ia:brict wa.• offering one year or high aehool work. j!! Bhnnia.l 

ReJaert!!! tha S"tat. llhlF•n•;1n~endent7 .!£·. Publi(l m.'!SrUotion failed to indicate 

·the extent ot the high sohool trainimg given by tb.e other tNo diet:riets 

during that year.. By 1936 Kansas ht.d seventy-seven cities of the aecond 

ola.et e.ll ma.iutaining aohools ot.fer:lns alGontary eohool work and regular 

:rour•yea:r high school courses. Figur'e 16 illustrates the growth in the 

number ot oi 'lsie1 <11f \)h• fvoond ola•:s in :Kansas e~noe 1892. 

3 Ibid-., P• 38. -
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INCREASE lN 'XlrB NUMBER Olt' CITIES OF 'l'HE 
SECOND CLASS IN :UNSAS SINCE 1692 

Read figut"e thus t In 1892 there ware about torty 
oi tiee o£ the second cla.u • in 1916 thtre were 76 J and in 
1936 there were 77. 

* Aooording to Columbian lUa~~~X 2!. · Eduoe.tio~ the 
number o£ oitiea of the second ole.se in 1892 was between 
30 and 40. 



Carome~ s~ool districts. The e~et number of laneae sChool•, other 

the those in eitiee Gf the firat a.nd second elau, in 1892 was not stated 

in lh! Die:tlllial i«pl£Ort J!: ~ ~· Supe:'intendent 2£ Public Inst:r\lotion 

tor that rear. From the records available~ itwaa difficult to ueoure auOh 

· facts al the number of one•teaoher schools, union schools, or dietriote 

operating in cities of the third olase. The total nUtnber or ot"gan:hed 

sohoel districts of all 'tlypu wae 9~U3 in 1692. ot thh number five were 

in cities of the first class, l:retween thir-cy and forty were in oitieua of 

the seoond class, and there we-re two cou:nty high sohoob. Thus 1 there were 

. more than 94000 $;r~ized districts of other type•~ suoh u rural sohooh 

with one teacher, union sohoob w11:h two or more teachers, or graded echoola 

in oitieG of the third ola.u. 

The number or organized public school diatriota in ltlilnsaa during the 

school yeat 1914-1915 is shown in Ta.ble ll.. The distrio'bs are elaasitied 

ae one•teache.r, m•tea.oher o:r more 1 fir at ola.sa o:l. ty, and second ol.a.u 

citY echoob. Schools offering high echool work only have not been oounted 

in the table. 

TABLE IX 

l\f0¥BD OF VARIOUS TYPmS OF SCHOOL UNITS IN WS:AS 
:rn 1915, AND M Fl!lRC:&INtAGE OF THE TOTAL 

CONSISTING OF IliAC! TYPE 

Type of' tcbool 
Number of organ
bed diatr:l.ots 

Per eont 
ot tetal 

p 1 ;I'UI Ill 'IU IACi I 1 II II I' II Ql I 

Ont•tea.oh$r 
~o•t$&cher or $Ore 
Citiea o£ first elaas 
Oi ties of' s•oond class 

• pr ! " ' 1! 

Total 

7,737 
606 

76 
10 

1 1 

69.67 
9.3, 
o.a7 
0.12 

' 4 ., ., 

100.00 

f I M 1 Ill I • I 1 I 1 Read table thuea In 1915 there were 7,737 oneM 
teacher aohoole oompr:l.e:l.ng 89.6?% of all organized dis· 
triota. Read in like manner tor other types of aohoola. 
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ln 1916 district• actually oonduoting aohool in Ke.nsu n\mlber~d 

8 ,.370. .The· districts not operating were probably on ... tea.oher sohoola where 

few or no pupils were enrolloa. With the genera.l decline in elt'm'lentary 

school enrollment in hnsm.a 11moh districts ha:ve become more md more common. 

The nt\lllber of' ¢rgani»:ed districts and tho number ot district• main• 

taining echool in ltansa• in 1936 (not including aohools offering high 

~~Jchool work only) ia presented in Table X for vuious types ot aohools. 

TABLE :X. 

1'BE :NUAmER Ol ORGANIZED DISTR!OTS, mE PIRCBNTAGE OF THE 
TOf.Al, CONSISTU'G OF EACH TYl'll~ .AND 'lml ~ER OF 

DISTRICTS OPERATING IN KANSAS IN 1936 

Jum.b&r of' Per ocmt of Nwnber in 
type of school 

'C = ;;; ;;! ::1 i1:; ; I $ l;'i! : z 

~o~teacher (or more) 
elexnentary only 

~o-teaoh$r (or more) ele• 
men tary a.nc11. high school 

Firat olaaa cities 

Second olaea oitiee 

organized 
dietriets 
I I il lH:: ;:: 

7 .. 856 

733 

867 

11 

77 

6,343 

ore;Mized opera ... 
diltriots tion 

il ::; :I ;; ! :: ; :; , ; 
86.95 6,777 

8.79 733 

a.ao 267 
J 

0.15 11 

0.93 77 

100.00 7,866 

Read table thua: In 1936 there were 7,265 one•wa.ohtr tohooll in 
KansaaJ th.y eonatituted 86.9&,% ot the total number of organi1ed dis
tricts • ot thilll number, 6, 777 were actually, oper-.ting. RellA in. like 
manner tor other typea of schools. 

The onlll-tea.ehel" schools., As hae been previoualy mentioned, with tho -- .. 
decline of the elementary sohool enrollment in lC6Ullruu1 a. lar&e nuntber of 

the smaller tohools oould no longer operate beoa.u•e tnoy bA~ no pupilt 

attending. Many others continued to carry on when it wu no longer 

-----------~· \ 



aoonomioa.l to do so. In spite of tb.G decl1n.t:i in e.llmonttu-y school onroll• 

ment more one~teaoh$r a~ools were opor~tin~ in 1930 th&n in 1916. lhe 

number o!' one ... te~ooher districts ma.inte.ininG .sohool in 1930 wu 1 ,oae 1 

while 257 i:listriets o£ this type were sending their pup:l.la tlawheNll, and 

.fourte(m w~t:rt li!Ull organbed but not ma.1ntailling sohool. 

l!'ear that th•ir l!lohool district will l(Hie ita corpora.te e:datenoo 

if it o:Losed its doors or if pupils are eent to ~Some other diewiot .. baa 

prompted Kaneans to continue mdnt~mancl!l of •ohools in whioh vlil.lu.ation is 

far too lort to provide adequatct I!Upport and in which the •.mrolhaetJ.t is too 

ema.ll tor ooonomio•l instruction~ In spite of the eoonoxliia. depT"esaion~ 

the efforts of the State D&pa.rtl.nent of Eduoa:tion. the urging or eduot.tio.nal 

leaders, and tht provisions made by the legislature for aetting up "oo

opentive -.reaa,'" the deerea•• in the numbor ot on$'"'te&che:r scho~le since 

1910 haa ae:b beem rapid. Table X! shows the progre.aa whioh hu been made 

aince 1950 in reducmg tho numb$r of one-room 111ohoob ill XaxuJ.alll. 

TABLE Xl 

Tal NUMBER OF ORGANIZED ONE-t&ACHER $GROOt DISTIIC?S 
AllD TB.l!l NtfJQ)Jm OF ONE•TEACHO SCHOOLS OPDATUG 

Year 
; , 

lN WSAS • 1930.1936 

Number of 
organiud 
dietriets 

£ ; ~== l : :; : : : : : ; i ; ' = i: ! : :: : 

'Number of 
diatriets 
opert.ting 
; :: =:; : : : ; 

________________ ............ ~., 
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CClunt~ 2! aomm~1 t~ ~ schools. A law was passed in 1887 autbor

hillg counties in Kansas to establish oount-y high schools by calling an 

election and e&cu:rinl,l; a. :me.jo:ri ty ot~ those voting. Atchison County was the 

first to tt.kt adva.nta.ge of' the new law and established a county high school 

&t Eti'ingh.am in 1688. The school opened in 1391. In the l)lea.ntime .the 

D1ckixuH>n County HigJ. School had bEten. opened at Ch.apmar.1. in 1890.. Thus 

Diokinson Ootmty n.a the first ooun'by in. -bhe state to put a oom1ty high 

school into operat1on.4 By 1915 twea:lo17.;..seven countiEH3 .had organised high. 

echoall under the ~ounty high school J.aw.. Throu(th a law passed by tha 

legislll.t\We in 1923 the coun:by hi{£h aohool.s were superceded by the com

munity hich e~C~hools, and the twen·ty-three county h.igh schools now operate 

as 001'1'Jmun:t ty high schools. Figure l 7 Bhows the progress of ·bhe movement 

for oommunity high sohoolt in KanAe· since 1692. 

Tow.neh:t;e ~ rural ~ eohoCl)l,a. Another "bY,pt~ of high. school organ

bation Which. ha.a come into .exiateae• .• ht.co 1892 is the x•ural high school 

authoriud by the leg:tele.ture of l$l.l.,. I"b was first known as the township 

high school but later was called nra.l high sohool,. th.EJ name by whioh it 

is known tod~<Y· In llil~i ~bout five tewaship or rural high sehoole were in 

e:d.etenoe. B;y. 1936 ther!J were 313 ru:ra.l high schools in Kansas, and of 

this number 310 were maintaining a~hool.. Figw-e 18 shows graphically the 

ino:rease in the number of rural hig;l1. e~hools in Kaneuu1 sino~ 1915. 
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:mnm& OF COUNfi OR COWIUJ'Sifi HIOO 
SCHOOLS IN KANSASJ 1892 TO 1936 

Read figure thu1u In 1892 there were two county 
high acboolsJ in 1916, twenty'-11even~ and in 1936, 
tw-enty-three. 
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FIGURE 18 

Tlm INCREASE IN THE NUltmER OF' RURAL EIGH 
SCHOOLS IN KANSAS SINCE 1915 

Read figure thus: In 1915 th&re were f'ive rural 
high $Ohools; by 1925 there were 276J a11d in 1936 the 
total was 315. 
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· Junior .h!.r& e~oho9l8. The junior high sohool is another leg-.lly 

reoogn:t.aed unit of the iana.a.a aohool syetem which hae come into exhtenoe 

recently. In 1925 th• legialature provided for organiz-.tion of junior high 

schoel• and the State Board of Education adopted regulation• concerning 

them, Junior high lehools may )e organised in school aystema that maintain 

&: four year a.eoredited high school in connection with the grades,. or in 

rural hi@lh aohoob. ll). 1926 there were fifty junior high sohoch in the 

state recogn.bed by the State Board of Education, having seventh; eighth, 

and ninth grade• in a separate unit organiaed as a junior hig')l. school. A 

la.rg$l' number were organized with seventh and eighth gradee a.s a distinct 

unit. Table XII shows the trend of junior high aohool progra.m$ since 1928. 

Year 

1$88 ... 1929 
1929-1930 
l930wl95l 
1931•1932 

TABLE XII 

fRJ!l TREND IN .JUNIOR HIGR-BCHOOL PROGRAMS 
IN KANSAS SINCE 1928 

Three .. Two .. 
ye$.r' year 

junior junior 

62 9 
74 20 
74 24 
76 40 

Year 

1932 ... 1933 
1933-1934 
1934 ... 1936 
1935·1936 

Three-
year 

junior 

76 
62 
60 
51 

'J.'wo .. 
year 

junior 

37 
47 
40 
43 

~ ! Read table thus, in 'i92a-1929 uth~re were 62 th:ree .. yea:r 'junior 
high sohools and 9 twC~-yea:r junior high sqhool& in Kanse.eJ. Reacl in like 
manner for other yea:re. 

Junior ool;ese~. A comparatively recent addition to the Kanea• 

public school system is the junior college. In 1917 the legi~~Jlature of 

Ka.rUIJ&.S uanted authority to the board of education of any oi ty o;f the 

tirat or eecond class, and to the board of trustees of my county high 

school, to provide tor an ex.tenaion of the high sohool course of study by 
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· Junior .h!E sohoob. The junior high school h e.no.ther .legally 

rooog;nhed unit of the la.n.sa.e aohool system. which has come into exiatenoe 

recently. In 1925 the legialature provided for organization or junior high I 
aohools and the St-.te Board of Education adopted regulation• concerning 

thwrh Junior high aohoole may)e organised in school system& that maintain 

a. fo\U'" year a.eoredi ted high school in connection with the gr~ades; or in 

rural high eahool$. ln 1926 -there were fifty junior high aohal)lS in the 
. ' 

at..te reeogrtiud by the State Board o:t Eduoa.tion, having seventh;, eighth> 

t.nd. ninth grade• in a. aepa.tat~ unit organized e.s a. junior high ~ehoal. A 

larger number were organized with seventh and eighth grades as a diatinot 

-unit. Table XI! ehowa the trend of junior high 1ohool progr4ml $ince 1928 .. 

1928-1929 
1929 ... 1930 
1980.1951 
1931 ... 1932 

TABLE XII 

TBm TiJND II JUNIOR HIGH-SCHOOL PRO~ 
IN KANSAS SINCE 1926 

Three• Two• 
year year 

junior junior 

62 9 
74 20 
74 24 
75 40 

Year 

1932-1933 
1933 ... 1934 
19!4-1935 
1935 ... 1936 

Thre~-
year 

junior 

76 
62 
60 
61 

Two-
year 

junior 

37 
47 
40 
43 

*"'!" • Read tab!e thus: In ie!a-1929 tfi~re were 62 th.r~e-year junior 
high schools M.d. 9 tw(l ... year junior high schoole in Kanslit.rh Read. in like 
manner for othtr years. 

Junior ~lle;e~. A comparatively reoent addition to the Kansas 

public eohoo1 •yetem 18 the junior college. In 1917 the legielature o£ 

Kaneae granted authority to the board of education ot any oity of the 

tirat or second olasa, and to tho board or trustees of any county high 

aohool, to provide for an extension of the high school oourse of study by 

I ·l 

I 

I 

1 
l 
I 
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altablithing an additional two•year advanced course prescribed for aocred• 

i'ted high echoole by the sta·be Board or Jlldv.oation.6 

By 1924 six junior oollege.a were on the accredited list. '!b.e nwn.'ber 

had inoreaud to ten by li3l and in 1937 there were thirteen recognized 

pu.blio junior colleges in ie.nsae. Figure 19 ~ows the rise of the public 

junior eollege in !ansae •. 

5 Sohool1!!,! 2£ Ka.naae, 1937 1 p. 170. 

________________ _., ,. 
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INCR1i!A8:S IN TID: }TUMBER OF PUBLIC tl'UNIOR 
COLL~GES IN KANSAS SINCE 1924 

Re~d figure thus1 In 1924 thtre were six junior 
oollege&J in 1931 there were tenJ and in 1937 there 
were thirteen. 
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Private~ EaN??hia~ schools. Prior to 1925 ~~iar~s .2£ ~ State 

.. ~upecr~t~~~ ,2! J?ublio Instruction did not state the number or private 

and parochial sohool& of elem0ntary $nd s•eondary level. There is rtaaon 

to belit;lve that schools o£ thiS type were formerly more numerous than they 

have been during the past few yee.rs. In 1926 there wen 219 private and 

patoehial sohools in Kanta.lll J a:nd in 192& there were 2lti. :By 1928 the 

number had inereased to 2711 but during the economic depresai.on the number 

ot priva.te and parochial achools declined eo that in 1934 there were only 

193 sohelols o:t thia type. .By 19$6 the number had inord.eed to a. total of 

22:0, but in 1937 the n\Uil.ber ot private and parochial schools in :Kt.nea.s
6 

ha.d 

dropped to 211. Figure 20 shows recent trends in the number of priva.te lUld 

parochial eohoola in Kansas. 
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FIGUU 20 

mE N'UJ4BD. O'i!' lR:tVAD AlfD PA!.OCll:W. 
SCHOOLS IN KAJSAS, 1916~1917 

React tigurt thuas In 19&1 the:-e wert 216 pri:n.w 
and parochial achools in Xanaae J in 1928 there wtre 171. 
Read in Uke WU'Uler tor other yt&rl. 
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Denominational oo~le~~~· In apite of the inoreaae in oollt1e en• 

rollm.ent in Xe.n$&1 dnoe l8lil2> denominational i:natitutiona of hir;her ltvn

ing have diminished in number. In 1892 thtre WIU'e th1rty•l1lli!;ht denomina

tional sehooll in the sta.tEt. By- 1915 the number had deo1infd to thirty. 

Sinoe 1915 the deoline in the number of euoh echools has betn eTtn more 

rapid. The knae.e Eduee.tional Dirtotorr7 tor the school rear 19&7•19!6 

lists only 'tiw$n,ty ... two private and denominational tohoola. '!'he deeline in 

the number of denominatienal schools sino.• 1892 is illustrated in figure 21. 

~~Eo schools. The public sohooh of Kane-a.• are legally optm. to 

Children or all re.oea, IGWever, dittricta 1m cities of the firtt ol&aa 

he..Ve the right to maintain uparate $Ohoole for Mi£rO Ntdl white ohi.ldre:n. 

In 1915 the only oity in "bhe •tate maintaining a upU<ate high eohool for 

colored pupils wa.a Xan.a• Ci ty.f3 
.. 

dary oour1e including usual high ••Hl subjeotf. 'w'$1lh "li'beml provilion 

for industrial tr~intaa.tt9 

In addi tio.n to the Su:mner h'D;),ie High Soheo1; aa the high aciheol for 

colored pupils at Kan:ea.1 City was -.lled1 two ottt• 1-peo:l..al tchools tor 

negroes, receiving s~tt aupport, . ...,.._.., being ope•~ 1n lAn.l&lll in 1915 .. 

One of these schools wat Western Univ•u·dty at Q.uindaro, whioh • ..., a. 

school of secondary grade with emu elementary clauea. Western Univeraity 

h&.d been tounded during the Civil War and ns maintained ud opera:ted by 

the African Methodist lpi•oopal Chu.roh until l8t9. Unee then it he..e been 

operating b:y reoeiTing part ot :l_ta e.upport frQm tho Atr101\l:1 lt:trkodbt 

7 w, t. Markham, Jtt.ntas lcluoational t?~r:eototz, 1911•liiS, PP• e~a-em. 

8 Ne6ro Education~ Bureau of Eduoation Bulletin, lo. 39, 1911 
(Wat~hingtoliu '~tin!te<l §tatte Department of Il'.l.terior, 1917), Vol. II .. 
PP• 678 ... 1!381. 

9 Ibid.~ P• 681. -
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DECLINE IN m mBil or DDO»llU.TIONAL COLLIGIS II 
JW'SAS DURING THE PERIOD fROM 1892 TO 1938 

}lead figure 'bhuu In 1892 there wore 'bhirt)r-ti&ht 
denominational oollegea itt Ianna; b. 1915 thert wore 
thirty; and in 1938 there were twenty-two. 



Church and part from the state. Work at the school now condllltlil largely 

o£ subjects i:n high. $Ohool and 00\U'Ii'il in tracles or voOf.tiM.I, or oolb&e 

work o£ junior college rank. 

The other speoia.l aehool for ntgr~a in 1015 was the ianllliU!l VooM. .. 

tionQl School. It was EUi'te.bHshEtd as a ohureh echool by the Baptista in 
• 

1885 but was oonveyed to the state in 198;5. 'fil.e sehool, which h atill 

operating, is located one and one•hAlf miles ea.1t ot Tope,ka.. At prea«1t 

the sehool has courses for tra.intng in various trades, ~ in addi tio~, 

regular aoadtmio hi&}l scho·ol au.bjeott are taught.lO 

Aooordmg to ~ }!~fro ~ Jo,okll thre-e public hip 1 .. ols wr• 

being me.in·bained in lt~i~.nau during 'bhe eehocl. 1•111 1921-lQSO. on. of these 

sohools••the SUmner Senior High Sohool in Ian••• City-WW&a ~ ter1ior high 

aohool 
1 

while the other 'bw'e,..•the lo:r'tJI:umat .Junior lip Soh«>ol i:.t1 :b.nlae 

City, and the 'rouue.int L 1 OUY$l'tllre !iF- Sehool u liiobi'bA-4er~t otter~n& 

junior high school work. lior'bhuet Jwbr l!.p awol Wl.llll ineludetl in the 

list of reeogn.:tled junior hig;h $Ohoob et the ••• dvin8; the sehool yur 

Since the nevo pop1Alat£<m of Jtpa41 11 o<illlpart.tivaly UlAll. tht 

state .h~s provided tew ~~~:epuate stho~ls tor ntp-otJh b1 ,ge-neral~ Bef&l'•

ga.tion has not at with favor. A large part or the negro population b 

scattered in the rw-al ueaa where ll!lainWJ1uo• ot ~~~- toiloolt would 

be di:f£1 oul t even if it were dtdrable • 



CHAPTER V 

FINANCIAL AND PROPERTY ASPECTS OF lWfSAS 

SCliOOL GROWTH AND DmLOl'tBNT 

:mx~endi tut;ea tor elmnen~ry ..!:!!2 .~~oonduz aehool ,Eurpoae~. Recorda 

ot e!k.~adl.iture• tor education in private e.nd pe.roQ.hial aohoola ot K&naas are 

very incomplete. Little intorma.tion he.s been ava.ile.ble oonceming the trend 

ot ooata in tohoola ot this type. One of the most 1trlking tP.turea ot . . 
knee.a aohool hiltory has been the trtmendoua inoreale in e.xpenditurEUI for 

eduea.tional p\U"posee- lt ie reasonable to believe the.t coat for education 

in l'riva.te aobools hae abo risen ainoe 1892. 

The to1i&l expend:! tu:ree for maintaining pubU.o elemente.cy and uoon .. 

dary •ohoola ot 1Cansa1 in 1892 wa.a 14,346/767.43, aooording to the !:l.enn.ial 

Report,!! ,.!h.! State Superintendent .21. ~bl1o hl.strv.etion.l 1ly 1915 the 

coste et the common public tehools (elementary and eeeonda.ry aohoob) had 

a.ltno.IJt tripled, the amount being $12,57&,540.72. lxpenditurel tor oomm.on 

aonools2 in 1937 were tSS,441#990.09, more than 'brli.Of the amount spent in 
' . 

sehoole in 1892. 

The increase in expenditures for common eohoola in Jta.naaa since 1892 

h shown in Figure 22. 

1 ¥1fi~ ~:l.~nnial Reeort 2!, the ~ ~¥l2•r~ntenden1; .B£ Public Inttruo-
tion, 189 • , P· gr;-

a W. T. :Marlduun, Facts ot lnte:rut tor P'iaod Year EndinG June 30, 
1937 (Topeka.* StAte De)'artanento:f" tauokti'On'; r§aaL p.-is." --
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Read figure thue s In 1892 expenditures for pu'blio elOlentary 
and secondary aehoole in lansat were 14.346,767.41; in 1915 they 
were tl.2,.673;540.'72.t in 1937 thttywere $28,441,990~09. I 

I 
i 

... 
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The increase in public school coats in lta.nsas has not been due entirely 

to increased enrollment. The riee in oodlts he. Ill been rnuoh lar~er, in propor

tion, than has been the growth of public elementary and secondary eohool 

enrollment. !his t.a.ot ia olea.rly revealed wnen the annual cOats per pupil 

enrolled during varioua periods dnee 1892 are conaidered. Public school• 

eoet ill.37 tor every pupil w.ro.llfld in 1892. The expenditures per pupil 

e'nrolled bl. the common $ehools of the state in 1915 and 1936 were t31.59 

and t64.0!, reapeotively. In other worda, public •enool costs per pupil 

enrolled were almost thret times as great in 1916 a.a they were :in· 1892 Jl and 

thoy were J&Gre than five times the amount in 1936 that they 'Were in 1892. 

The rise in the cost per pupil enrolled in the oe:ann'cm schools of Kansaa is 

shown in Figure 23 for the three perioda. 

One faet which •uat be r~erea in oond.derillg the increase in 

80hool costa is that the secondary school &nl"oll.mant ef' the state haa grown 

from 14.137 in 1892 to 48,.243 in 1936.. Sinue the cctt ptr pupil is much 

greater at 'the secondary level than at the elemo:11ta.rylevel• the inorea$e 

in the number of high school pupila has tend-ed tf> f'abe the average ooa.t 

per pupil in the oommon acb.ool& as a. '1fbele. Coati XUltura.lly vaey in the 

different types of schools even at the aa.me grad• level, depending upon such 

factors ae ability to provide tunde, economy in the operation of the school, 

standards maintained by the eohoo1~ eto. Table XIII illuttratea the 

increase in average monthly ooet per pupil elU'clled. ae~ the sehool 1eve.l be .. 

comes higher, by showing ~e range in ave.ra.&e coste per pupil in the dit' ... 

terent types of 10hools in 1936. 
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THE lllMSER OF DOLLARS SPEif PSR PUPIL IN mE COli!MON 
SCHOOLS OF K.AISAS IN 1892, 1915 • and 1936 

Read figure thwr; Th~ eoet per pupil in the 
eammon &ehool• of Xan$&1 in 1892 wae $11.37; in 1915 it 
wae t31.59J in 1936 1t waa $64.02. 
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'l'ABLlll XIII 

lWTGI OJ' AVUAGB ION1'11LY COST PU PUPIL ENROLLED AT THE 
VARIOUS SCHOOL L~11tS IN KANSAS IN 19Z6 IN 

Dli'FIREN'l' TYPES OF SOROOL S 

School level Average oott per PUl il per mo. enrolled 
Higheat towe•t 

linderp.rten 

Grades 

Junior high school 

Senior high echool 

t3.71 

6.22 

6.94 

$2.78 

4.62 

5.77 

Read ta.blo thus; ln 1936 theJ type of school whioh ex• 
ponded most per month per pupil enrolled. spent an average of 
$3 .. 71 per month per pupil enrolledJ the type of sohool which 
paid least per pupil .. expend•d an average ot $2.78 per month 
per pupil enrolled. Read 1n like manner for the other school 
lewle. 

The mounting aehool colts • however • ·have nc~t been due ~t..ntirely to 

the increase in secondary school enrollment. ixpenditures for elementary 

schools in Kansas are also much greater than they wel"e in 1892. The 

schools o£ today 
1 

on the whoh, are rendering far greater educational serv .... 

ices than did the schools of previous yea.rs. L1 ttle
3 

mentions several evi-

1. The growth of the high aohool m,ovement. 
2. The increased number ot pupils being graduated trQm high school. 
5 .. The improvement in building• and equipment. 
4-. The enriollment of the ¢url"icula.. 
5. The im.provelllent of libral"y :f'aoi1itiee. 
a. The improvemsnt of teaching efficiency. 

3 J. Kenneth Little,_! Critical *St'11dl..2£ Public School Coate in 
Kansas from 1898 to 1928 (Studies in EduQation. No. e, la:n.U.I Ste.te ha.ohere 
coliegeor~i&; iiiiPO'ria. 1 xa.n•aa, Maroh, 1930), PP• 38 .. 4dS. 



In hie eonoluaions oon~trning the mounting aohool eoets, Little eayas 

The increase in school coata between 1898 and 1928 has been luge, 
but nearly one•halt of' the increase wae inevitable. That ie, nea.rly 
one•half of the increase wae due to the taotors of an inorea.eed 
attendance, a longer school ye~r 1 and a deoreued purchasing power 
ot the ecluoational dollar. 4 

Jb;pendi ture-! for highE!r education. Since there were approximately 

aix time a ae many atudents in inati tutione or higher learning in Ka.neaa dur• 

in~ the aonool year 193,6•19.36 as there were in 1892, it is only reaaonable 

to believe that •xpenditures fOI" higher education 1n the state have rieen • 

.Aooura te and complete figures concerning e:xpendi t:w-es for hi,lther eduoa tion 

during the variout periods have been difficult to secure, The mo•t recent 

tigures available were for the school year 1933•1934. During that year the 

total amount spent for public, ata.te, private~ and denomina.ti.onal institu ... 

tione of higlaer learning in Xansae waa $6 J677 ,801, according to the United 

states Department of Interior. 6 In 1892 the total expendi turea tor higher 

institutions 1n the atate were $257 1 7091 or only three md nine-tenths per 

oent of the amount spent in 1934. In 1915 the outlfi.J was $2,6l3,442.4l, or 

thirty ... nine and one•tenth per oent ot the total :f'oJt 1934. Figure 24 pre

sents graphically the dif£.erenots .in expendi turea tor higher educa. tion in 

Kansas for the three periods. 

4 Ibid., P• 55. 

5 ste.tiatios o£ (.~iihffi Education, 1933 ... 19341 Burea-u of' Eduoation 
Bulletin, No. £, l9U aah gton1 'un"Itea "'S'tawa Departto.ent or Interior~ 
1937) II Ch. IV; PP• 108 .. 109. 
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Rtf.d figure tb.u•u ll\\ 1692 the upn41.twea tor hiGher 
eduo&tion in Iane&a were tti7,909J 1n 1915 they were l1 1613,441.4lJ 
in 1934 they were ta.en~sol. 
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Recei£ts for e.~ementart ~ IIJecond!!t aohool J2U;rpoe~~. Ka.xuJa.t has 

always deptnd.ed largely upon local or d:\.atriot 'baxn tor the tl.lpport of her 

common schools • The Ml.ount ot money received trem state or f'eder&~.l aouroea 

haa been very small in eompariaon to the wmount raiaed trom diatriot t&xes. 

Prior to the ena.crbment of the Barnes Ln in 1905, Uttlt m.o11.ey tor •®col 

purposes na collec'bed in the eta.te even on a cow~:tde aoe.le. o.t oourae 

the sta~ hfA.~J dwaya e.pportione4 a small UO\iXnt semi•e.nnually to the ftri

ous l.ocalt ties a..e prooeecle from the permanent sehool tc«ls, but '\iheae IUDtl 

have been small in eomparhon with the money provicled by' local 'b&X6a. 

ln 1892 taxes levied o~ property in the local diatricta of Kansas 

yi~tld.ed ee-venty and seven .. tenths per eent of the tota.l r•eidpta for common 

school purposes. Roweve);', there was a ba.lanoe of t612,321.Sl on hand at 

the besinning ot the yta:r ~ e.n IUII.OGt eq;ul to eleven and eipt-i:ltatb.l p1.11r 

cent of the total r~HIIdpta; and, no dnbt, a..larP pertioa of th.t bal~Utee 

o11- hand had been ra.ised 'by local tantit:11 cltu.ras 1lhe preeeding ytal"•• 

School bond~; sold in 1892 raised e. sum. of $205 J 769.75 or tcnw wad ene-'benth 

per cent of the total. Thus it mt'l.y be aeen that the ata.te, county, and 

other funds provided only th:l.rte .. and tou:r--'benth111 pel' omt of tne total 

receipts :f'or common $Qhool purposes in 1698. 

Figures oonet~trning eourett ot money u.ted tor publi o aoh<>ol purpose a 

in 1915 were very inoomplete. Aooording w tne bport!!!.. ~ Comduioner 

~ Ed.uoation,0 ninety-three ~d nine-tentkt per oont of the total reoeipta 

tor common eehoo1a of Kan111aa in 1915 nrt .derived trom eourcea otb.er th:a.n 

inoomC'l trom permanent school f\ll:l.dl or re:nt of aohool landa. Tb.e entire 

school revenue in the 1ta:bt trom all lllturoet in 1915 wa.e tliS ,089, 924. ?1 or 



about three times aa gnat a.e the totl.l receipts tor Ulltlt. 

A more o~mplett record ot receipts tor sohool purposes hal bet~ 

available for 1936 than tor 1915. The tot.l receipt• for publio achooll 1n 

Krull& Ill f'or 1936 were $35,992,267.99 t over twice the amwnt for ltl5 and 

more than six times the amo'liW.t for 189,2. The be.hnot on hwu:\ at the begin

ning of 1938 was $7,. 726; 935~10, a 1:1wn equal to twenty-two and dgh"b-t~tnthl 

per oent of the total receipts for 1936. A. larse part of 1Jh1a bAlanoe, no 

doubt, ha.d been created in prtnioua year• throu,;t loeal ta.xea. !he ocrunt 

reoei ved £'rom diS'brict te.xe$ in 1936 wa$ $20 ,~09, 7$1. 21 o~ tit~e and 

nine-tenths per cent ot the tottll.l :reoeipts. Sale of eehool bond. a provided 

thr~t:!l euld :C'our .. tentha pn cent of the total, md. Ja.rnell! ~ in forty 

oountiEIIl!J of Ke.nns n•tted $2,039,986.28 or eix per ttn'b of tht totAl 

revenue for public sohool purposes. Receipta tr~ state apporti~ent• 

and county dietributions (other than krnea J'umia) made up one u.d ab: ... 

t$nths per cent of thtt~ total revenu.e, &nd the amount reoth'ed from other 

sources amounted to two end eigb:b-tenths per cent of the tota.l rlllle-.ip'l.nl in 

1936. 

The amounts o£ J®ney x-eeei'ved tor eommon aohool purpo111ea in 1892 ~ 

1915, and 1936, and the poro~~mtAge each •= waa ot the total receipts, are 

shown in Table XIV whiob. appears on the next page. 

A ·detailed report of receipt. tor oO'l'lli'AOn tehoela in Ia.n~aa lllince 
7 

1936 is no·t; ave.ile.ble a. t present. The total noeipial f'ra all JO\U"C:UUJ 

during the year 1936•1937 were $1$,66tl,S02.71. 'l'he ata.tt aid fund, pro ... 

vided by law in 1937, d.id not take e!'feo'b in tiM to benefit the aebools ot 

Kanauu• during the year endng June, 1937, but ,in two dilltributiona, 



Ba.lanee on 
Hand at 

Year Beginning 
of Year 

1892 t592,325.31 

1.915 ** 
1936 7,126,935 .. 10 

1892 11.~ 

1915 ** 
1936 22.8% 
~-

!ABLE XIV 

AUOOllW OF JIOIEY RECEIVED FOR CO'lalOll SCHOOL PURPOSIS II 1692 ~ 1916, 
AliD 1936, AID PiRCDT.A.GB: EAC1! SUM IS OF mi ·rom DCBinS 

From From 
From Sale of From. State From. 

District Sehool Barnes From alld other 
taxes Bond$ Fund TUition Coun'ty' Sources 

~~.539.,986.11 $205,759.75 t492,l33.14 $180,777.66 

14,166,696.orJ ** ** *"' 518,079.10 ** 
20.308~ 751,%6 l.Je8.,099.00 $2,.039,006.28 $1~"265,969.15 ~,689,.50 '943,65?.67 

10.'1% 4 ... 9.8% 3 .. $% 

93~9)11 ** ** ** 3.4% ** 
59.9% 3.~ 6.(),:( 3~5% 1 •• 2 .. 8% 

Total 
Reeeipta 

$5,010,981.97 

15,089.,924.71 

S$,992.,287.99 

~00% 

1~ 

100;( 

Read table thua: A:t the beginning of 1892 the aehoo1 moneys on hand amounted to i592,325 .. 3l or 11.8 
per cent of the total receipts for 1892; the amount reeei'V"ed £ram. district taxes dut"ing 1892 Yla.8 $3,539,986.ll 
or 70.7 per cent of the tote.l receipt$. Read 1n like maimer for other sources ot school receipts and for 

_ other years. 

* Includes local tax or appropriation, state tax or appropriation, and all ofuer aourees except in
come from. permanent school funds and rent ot school lands. 

** Items :for which aaounta were not a.vail.a.ble. 
0 
co 
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October J 193? and Apri.l, 1938, a tota;l of more than $i,lOO,OOO. was appor ... 

tioned among the sohool dietriets o:t the state. S 

. 
1892 is sltGlfl'J. in Figure 25. 

'4~t•IOO,OOO r---------------

Q L....--

:till 

J'XGUR:& 81 

1917 

'tD lJClWJll XI RICilm :li'Olit CO)Q;lOI SCHOOL 
POJPOOIS XI WW, 1.!)98; 1915, AID 

19$1 

6 N&WIII item in!!!.! ,Topeka pa.i~z Capitd, April 8, 1938. 
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_!teeei2t~,!! U..et:l.tutions ..£.! hie•n• harn.in&• An a.ee~rate 1.\ooount of' 

the total receipts far higher education in Kansae in 1892 hal been difficult 

to &eQure. Sinee the expenditur•• tor ·institutions of higher learning were 

oom.pa.ratively ama.ll during that year, 'bhe total receipts were probably m.uoh 

smaller tba.n. a.t preaent. 

AooorcUng to the Report 2£. the C~inioner .!!: iduca.t:ton, 9 the total 

reeeipta tor colleges a.ud 'l.miveraities in Ka.n•a• during the yee:r 1915 ... 1916 

were $1,609,879, including ad-ditien• to endow.ments. A sum of' ti,2El6,670, or 

a little more than. i'i:tty per cent of the total, was derived :!'rom atate or 

city tund.s, e.nd atu:dont tees contributed 137'7 -33£, or .f'i.f'teen per Qent of 

the total receipts tor tha.t year. ~e United states Government furnished 

$104,565 1 or four and two-tenths per cent of the tota.l receipts, and 

private bene:t'&ctions a.ooounted for $379,246, or fifteen and one .. ten.th. per 

cent. The remainder CAttle from other sources, including income from. endow

ment, sales and. services of eduea:tional departments 1 oto. 

!he teta.l amount :received £or all illatitutions of higher education 
' 10 

in Ianeas reporting to the United States Bureau of Eduoation for the year 

1933 ... 1934 • was $7,168., 7~2. 0£ this sum $6,161,611 we.a tor actual eduoa, ... 

tional ~d general current expenses, while the remainder was tor auxiliary 

enterprises and aotivitiea 1 extension of physioal p1antGt or inoreale ot 

perwment funds. The receipts £rom state and local sources were 

$2, 948 , 433, or more than one-third of' the tota.l tor the year ending June, 

1934. Student tees provided U,423,069, or nineteen arid three•tenths per 

9 Report of the Commissioner of Education (We.ehington• Govenunent 
Printing Office, 1917), :U, P« 303. 

10 st.tiaties~Ri~t ~ucation, 1933·1934, Bureau of Education 
Bulletin, No. 2, 193 as g'l:otu 'O'nr:Eea1'titertieparwnt ot Interior. 

1937), Ch. IV, P· 99. 
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cant of the tQtal reoeiptlll. !he federal government furnishe.d i342,l72 1 or 

tour and •even-tenths per cent, and private girts and grants were responsible 

for *644 ~248, or eight and eight-tenths per oent of the total receipts for 

higher learning 1n 1934. The balance C$.ltl.& from other sources, such as in• 

OOJil$ from endowments • etc. 

The total receiptt for higher educ.ationa.l ina'bi tu.tione in Kansas for 

1916 and 19:34, and. the aouta t'tJoeived from state and loqal, aouroes; ··and 

fl"om. etwl.em.t fees, are ehown 1n :Figure ae. 

' i ~ 

::; 

i' ; 
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Read figure thus~ In 1916 the tet..l reooipts for higher 
education i:n Kansu were $2,509,.67~.00J ot th:te amount $1,266,1i'i"O 
wa.e from ata.te and local eources, a.nd $377 ,aa6 wae from etud.ent 
.fe~ns • Read in like manner for 1934. 
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Public school :gro2ertl• With the rapid growth ot txptndi turea for 

schools in Kansas, it is reasonable to expect that there ahould also be an 

increase in the value of school property. In 1892 the v.lu• ot public 

elementary and 8eoondary •ohool property of the atate w.s tl0,703,TOS~ 

according to the 1!lir£h~~ Biennial lteport _g£ _td! .!2 Su.Rerint~dent ,2! 

Publie lnstruetion.11 In ltl6 the value of public aohool property in l~aaa 

· wt.s $27 • 927,740 ~ or more than two e.nd one-half ti:moa a a l'auoh f%1 it n.a in 

1915. An even more ra.pid growth hae taken plaoe eincu~t 18.92. In 1937 the 
cf/ 

total value ot buildings J .p~...f.ul$1·ture, a:o.d: t.ppt:ratua of public 

sohool.sl2 wa.s 0108,42.3,916, or more th$.1'1 ten times 'bhe 'V(I.lue ot public 

school property in 1892. The inoreaee in the value of public echool property 

ainoe 1892 is shQ\m in ~'igu.re 27. 

ll Eighth Biennial Rnor~ of ~ State .~uRerintenden~.!!!. PUblic 
Instruction, ta§i ... 1692, "p. • -

12 w T Markham Facta of lntercutt for the Filc&l Ynr lndin& 
June 30, 1937 (Topeka I ~state DiP.:r:&ientof'nu"oation, Uil}7 P• '!!: 
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a.u:bGOl bui141-.gl in knaaa tine• 1892.. llU:Ut&l pu'blic aob.o~la ot a.ll typee. 

oc oupied 9 ,oei b'ldldia&a in ·1891, ud by ltlll tb.• number ~d imo~•a.~t~ed to 

g,$43.. In 1917 tb• a:waakr of 'buUdil1ga Uillod fer p'l.(blic aohool pu.rpo1o11~ 

at 9,41$. !he w•4 in th• nub•r of aehool buil.din&l in l'a.ala.t uinoe 

1{1.91 11 -~ b. lYipr• ,8. 
llt:OOO ,....;---..,..--------.,..-----......, 

0 ...___ 
1891 1916 193'7 

f l<JU11l.i 26 

~~~ ~ER or FtJ»L:tc seaoot BVIt.DINGS 
II WSAS II 1892, 1915, AID 1937 

lead figun tnwu In 1692 there were 9,0$8 
?Ublio aohool bu1ldilll.g& it~. Eaneall a in 193.5 there 
.....,. s~841Ss s.n 193?' thtTo """' 0,4$6. 

11 . Ibid. • P• 14 • -



:tToper3: .!£: institutions 2£ high~r learning. Reporta for lS92 

which have been available have failed to indioate the value of property 

77 

. held by inati tutione of higher lei!U"'ning in lan11ae during that year. ~e 

tota.l·va.lue of a.ll sehool property, public and private, .from. elementary to 

college level wa.s only *17 ,4171679 in 1892. So it InAy be aeon thAt tho 

amount of property held by the w.rioua· institutions of hi~er learning was 

small whEm compared w1 th the value of property hold by Ke.naas oollegi!Ul t.nd 

univerd t.ies at present. Property of higher il'ust:l. tu.tiona of Kansas was 

valued. at tl0,060~881 in l916t aooording to the }t~port ..2f. ~ Colllll).:hdo:ner 

o:f Edueati0n.l4 By 1934 college and univereity property o£ the stat. wa.a -
valued at t41;734 1 640,; or nlore than .four t:tmu a.e m.uoh

15 
as in 1916. 

figure 29 ahowa the dii':f'erenee between the 1't.l\le• of property of higher 

insti tutiona in 1916 and in 1934. 
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lAd f'igurt thus : In 1916 'the va.lue of oolbge and 
university property in Jtanaa.s waa $l0,060,.640j in 1934 it 
1'18.1 $41, 734,.640. 

18 

i 
1 •. 



Px-ivate ~ ;earoehial school 1:1ropert~;. Inf'orroo.Uon ooncerninz; the 

value of property of privat~ and parochial el~enta~ ootd $aoondary sohoole 

in 1892 hae not been ava.ila.ble. The w.luf) of' property or dano:rnirw.tion.al and. 

private schools of elementary, aecond.a:L"Y, and oollage 1('rl1·al was $3 .. 503,517 

in 1692. Private Emd parochial elementary schools had property valued e.t 

$2 .. 64l,6i6 and p-rivate i'Jeoondary schools had building:e, grounds, eq;uipment> 

ete .. , "V'$J.ued at $Z,619,lll in 1933, according to the United States Bureau 

of Edueation.l6 Thus the total value of property of elementary and aeQond

ary •chools, 811ppE1l"ted by means other than public, was $6 1460*757 in 1033, 

or nearly twice as much as the value of' property held by pri"late and 

denO!Ilinational schools of all levels in 1892. 



SUIMARY AND CONCttrSIONS 

S~t 

Kantaa hal rea.ched. the. sta.ge wb.ere 1 ror the time being at least, its 

population it no lon.g•r inerea1ing. Since 1929 the popull.tion of the ata.te 

h.a.e decr-.aed b1 »llre the.n 'bwenty•eigh't th.Ocueand. ln 1692 the number of 

children between the agee of five tJ1d twenty-one }'$Ql'.S of age wa• thirty

aeven per cent ot the population of Kueat. In 1937 the number of' children 

included ill the school census waa alightly more th-.n twenty-eight per cent 

of the entire population of the state. 

Since 1911 there haa been a marke<t decline in the .. number of ohildren 

of echool age. 'l'he recent decline in the m.amber of children included in 

the 11chool oensua has neeeasarily affected the number of pupile e:n.t-olled in 

the elEt1'118ntacy •ohoola, and will, no doubt, affect high eohool enrolllnents 

in the near future. 

A phenomenal grOW"th ha.J talten place since 1S92 in the n'Ulllber ot high 

aehooll b. Ka.nJaa and in the n\tlllber or pupils attending high schools in the 

state. Over three tiln$a a.a many pupils were enrolled in iJecon.dary aohools 

in 1915 a1 in 1692., and there were nearly eight tim.ee e.e many pupils in 

l93G as there were in 18-92. 

Throughout the entire period from 1892 to the present. more boya than, 

girls have been enroll~ in elementary aohoola of the etate. ln 1936 there 

•ere more boys than girl• in every gr·e.de through the ninth, but from the 

tenth grade through the trrelfth g:ra.de of the publio schools there were more 

girls than boya. 
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The percentage ot the total elementary and secondary sohool popula .. 

tion enroll-.1 in private and puoohia.l aohoola hae deoreo.sed ainoe 1892, A 

marked deeline has taken pla.oe in the private and parochial school enrollment 

IJince 193Q when the period s~oe thl.t yettt is taken aa a. whole. In 1936 

the pri'V111>te and parochial school enrollment Ya.l 26,730 or six and three• 

tenths per cent of the entire common school enrollment. 

A gra.dual p-owth haa taken place in the .numb.er of ld.nde~g~r~ne in 

··.Xansa.e since 1892,. ~ t}le trend h&.a been decidedly in favor of public kin ... ,, 

dergartens rathfl' 1iban priV&te kindergartens •. 

ApprpxilQ.tely $ix timet aa ma.ny student$ were attending institutions 

of higher learning in 1936 a.a in 1892. F&~.r more men than women attended 

higher institutiona in 1892. ln 19341 however,. the pero.ntage of men 

enrolled :in ull•s•• -.a univereitiea waa a.bo\i\t fit'ty•aix per oent of the 

total enrollm.Cfl11i in hi per in11ti tutions ot ltaxu-.e .. 

Population and. school enrollment trC~Jnds in :Kansas since. 1892 a:r'll 

asummariaect in Figure 30. 

!he. Jl.Ulaber of negroes in Kanaa.• has inorea.11ed ainoe 1892, but· the 

ga.in in neste population h&lll not been as great in propo!'tion as has been 

tha.t. ot white popula.tion.. The number of' negro childr"n has declined,. as has 

the number of white children. A larser percentage of negro. popula:bion be

tween the agee of eeven and twenty-one wae in school att.ndance in 1930 than 

in either 1910 or 1920. The negro populP.tion, li.k• -tha:t of the whit., race# 

11 becoming increasingly adult •. 

The decline 11'1 the number o£ elaentary sohool teaoh•n•a in Kans-.• 

einee 1892 has not been aa rapid as the decline in the number of elementary 

school pupils enrolled. Women teaehercs have ooneietently outn'Umbe:red :men 

tea.ehers in the elexnent..ry achoola of Xansa111 by a large W~.jority. 
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106,611 
High School Enrollment 

Sm&ARY OF POPULATION AND ENROLLMENT TRENDS 
. IN KANSAS~ 1892•1936 

Read .figure th\uu In 1992 the total population of the 
state ne 1,547 ,.428J in 1916 it wu l 1 672t645J and in 1936 it 
wae 1~640 1749. Read in like manner tor other items. 

a a 

I 
:I', 
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Acoompanyin.g the ra.pid rise o£ the high school in Xa.nsae there has 

also been a. la.r,ge ino:rea.ae in the number ot ••oondary school teaohtn.·s. · The 

number ot women employed in secondary sQhool• of Iansae in 1892 was about 

equal to the number ot men employed, b-ut in l9a6 the number o£ women 

teacher• in teoondAJ'y aohoole greatly exceeded the number of men teachers. 

learly ten titaee as :rnal'lY instruetora were employed 1n ineti tut:tons 

of higher learning ot the •tate in 1934 aa there were, in 189~. Women 

ooc:U:pied a lt.rger· pl"oportion o£ the tea.chblg positions in colleges in 1934 

than they did in 1892, but' nearly two<-thirda ot the positions. as eollege 

inatruetora were atill held by men in 1934• 

The percentage o£ negro t&&ohera. in Kanea• haa always been small, 

In June • 1932 1 there were 250 negro teachers in the •ta te; practically e.ll 

of' whom were teaching in ei titHJ ot the first and second dass • 

.Average alariea of teachers :l.n Kansas have ineretUI&d gres.tly ei.nee 

1892. Part of the increase in a.vo:rage salaries hat been due to t'he larger ·· 

percentage o£ high scho(}l t$aohere who generally receive higher e:alaries 

than elomentarr sobool teaChers. 

Amarke~ decline h&s taken place in the proportion of county certifi

~tes of teaohers employed in K~saa, as compared with the number of certiti

oa:tea iaaued by the a tate thfoou.gh insti tu.tiona of higher learning or through 

normal training; high soh.oola. 

th.e number of ci tie$ of the first olaes and of the seoond clan baa 

inoreaaed in Ken ea.- tinoe 1892. At present there are twelve oities o£ the 

first class and seventroseven oit:l.ee ot the second class in the state. 

A• a reaul t of the orop in. ele:m.enta.ry school enrollment in Kanea.e a 

large nWlber of achoolt have .found it :bnpos.eible to continue opera.t:lon be ... 

o-.use there are no pupils att0l1ding, llrany others have continued to lll8.in'bl.in 
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echool wh.en it has no longer been eeon.omical to do so.· In spite ot the de .. 

el1ne in elementary eehool enrollment, more one ... tea.oher echools were opere.t ... 

ing in 1930 than in 1915. Since 1930 there hae been a. gradua.l deerease 1n 

the number ot one•teacher schools b. laneae. 

Coun:ty, · or oommuni t:r, high eohools were authorized by law in 1887, 

and sine• tb'erl.. twenty-three countiee have established such aohoole. 

T01nlahip e:r rural high aohools, junior high schools, and junior ool .. 

leges e.t:<e type8 ot lll:l'UJae school units which are eompa.rativ.ely recent in 

origin.. fownehip high schools were authorized by the legislature in 1911. 

Latezo they were called rura.l high school$. In 1936 there were 313 rural 

high aehoob in Kaneas. Junior high e.chools had their origin in 1925 and 

they have 1uoreaaed rapidly in number since that year. In 1936 there were 

sixty-one, thre.e~ye.ar and tor~three. two ... :rear junio:r high school a in Kansaa, , , 

hn.ior oollepa were. made possible by law in 1911* Cit:l.ee of the. first 

cla.aa, oitiea et the aecond class, and county high school districts are 

permitted by law to ma.intain junior collegea. ln 1937 there were thirteen 

reoogn.issed public junior colleges in lanaa.s. 

Denominatione.l college$ have diminished in nuxnbEJr dnce 1892. There 

wet"e thirty..e:lght collegea of thb typ9 in 1892 .• whereae in 1938 o:n,ly 

twenty-two de.naninational eolleges were lbted in ~ Kanaas Jlduoational 

D~r•ototz. 

Sinoe the negro population of Kan.aae ia oompa.ra.tively Sll'lall the state 

has provided t• feparate schools for negroeth In 1930 three publ:le high 

school• wtre being ma.int&ined in Xa.Ma.s for ll$groea only. A large part of 

the ne.gro population of the state is distributed in rural areal where aep• 

are.te aehools ~ld be difficult to maintain. 

Receipts and expendi turea tor elementary 1ohoob and aeoondary 
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aohools were more than eix t:bnes ae lazoge in 1937 aa they were in 1892. 

'l"ha inerea.ses in reoeipta and expenditure• for higher eduoa•bion were even 

greater than thorle for elemmtary emit secondary .aohoole. Thfl mounting costs 

'W'f!re due to $\lch factors as increased erollment. grOJ/I'th of the high school 

mov••ntt •ore educationa.l seX"vioes ~ a longer echool term. and d-'ere-.sed 

purohaeina pner oi' t,llt eduoational dollar. 

A.oO~n'g 'bhe growth of tohool coats a great increase ·took place 

in. the valu~~t .. ot teb.ool ;pNp.ertly in Kanaa.•• Ia 193.7 the value o:t public 

aehool. property -. more than ten times ae much aa the property of public 

schools in 1892. ~e iner&&aJe in the va.lu• of property of' higher insti tu .... 

tions waa aa gre111.t .&.a that of the public school•· 

The arowth ot expenditures for public aoh<>ol purposes dnoe 1692 and 

th• ino.rea•e in the ~ue of public school property are su:mmarized in 

Figw"e ll··· 
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FIGURE 31 

SU11.l4A.RY OF TRENDS IN VALUE OF l'ROYJRTY OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BELOW COLLEGE LmL1 IN THE EXPENDITURES FOR PUB .. 

LIC SeBOOLs BELOW COLLEGE LEVEL J .A.ND !N THE 
EXPENDITURES FOR Hl.Gmm. W.AIDUNG 

Read figure thus s In 1692 total value of property of 
pu'blio schools below college level wa.a $10 J 70S, 708; in 1915 1 t 
was #27,927,740; in 1936 it was $108,423,916. Read in like 
mt.nne:r tor school eoat•· 

ae 



CONCLUSIONS 

Several general a.nd rather eomm.only reoogni$Hid ta.ots oonoerning 

:Kanaa• sohoola ha.ve been confirmed by this study. A ffm of' them are; 

l. The population ot Jtantaa hat increaeed ei:nce 1892. when th.e 

peJ"iod b oonddeJ<ed &I a whole, but •ince 1929 there has been a 

wa.rk&d decline in the population of the state.. (Page fh Table It 

pae;es ?•8. ) · 

2. 'l'b.er• heus bKn a gradual decline in the pe:reentage of the 

total population of the state ineluded in the school ceneus. 

(Page 6J Table I, pages 7~8 .. ) 

3. ··Expenditures ror education in Kansas· have risen :more rapidly, 

in prcpcrtiOXh than the total school tlll"ollment has inoreaaed. 

87 

{'fable III, pe.ge 25J page .60J Figure 22 1 pa.gfl Sl; l*l&EI 62J Figure 25, 

pace 63J Table XIII, pe.ge 84l Figure 24, pag& ee.) 

A tfl'lf ot the ta..ots revealed by 'this etudy, whioh are not so gen(l)rally 

r'eoogr.d.sed or known, are the follow-ing; 

1. There ha$ been-. decrease in the "tOtal number of negro children 

et~.rolled in the elementary .sehools o:t Kansa$. as well as in the nuraber 

of white pupile &ntolled in the elementary schools. {Pa.ge lOl 

Figure 2• ,.go llt page 26.) 

2. The rapid decline in the number of ehildren of school age in 

X:ansa.s during rooent yea:os indioate• that the d-rop in elem.entary sohool 

enrollment will oontinue, and,. in the near future., high eohool el'lrollm.ent 

ay also begin to decli».tlh (Page 61 Table I, pages 6-7J Figure l, 

page 9.) 

3, Th& survival rate in high schools of Xansa.s :l.s greater for girls 

than for boys. This :1.1 indicated by the ·fact thatJ in spite of the 
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gre-ater nUtllber (}t boys enrolled in the public elementary eohools o£ 

lta.nma1 d'W"ing the years 1892. 1916 1 and 19313, there was a larger number 

of' e;irlt than boys in the public 11.1eoondary schools during the same 

periodt. ·. (Page lO~ Figure 3. page 12; page l5J Figure 51 pa.ge 16.) 

4- While their e~ollment has declined, par~ioularly :f.'ro.m 1950 to 

1915, prive.te .~d parochial schools still have a signi:f.'ioant pa.rt in the 

education or l(ansa.s ohildren. This is shown by the following f'a.ote: 

a. there ware 20,425 pupils enrolled in private e.nd 

pa.roehie.l schools ot the state in 1936. (Page l? J Figure e I 

pfl\ge 18.) 

b. FoUl' and nine•tenthe per cent of the total elementary 

and secondary eohool enroll:mEmt in .1936 we.a in private and 

paroohial eohoola. (Pagel?.) 

c. !he enrollment of' private and paroOhial schools has 

inoreaG.td $lightly since 1934. (Figure 6 11 page 18. ) 

" i ,. 
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