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CHAPTER I 

INTRO:UUCT ION 

This history was compiled by the author because of 
I 

his interest in the community in which he i~ employed. 

Again, a knowledge of the history of the community should 

furnish him with a better background and thus give him a 

better understanding of the community, whioh in turn should 

enable hi.rn to work more e:f'feotively and. eff'ioient.ly, 

Suoh a nis'tory cannot be compiled. ·without oonsiCierable 

time and effort being expended. Nor, after it is compiled, 

is. its reliability unquestioned, No authentic ~eoords 

have been kept of many of the events of historic impor

tance, ~ewspaper articled are never a reliable source 

because of their tendency to leah toward the speotaoular 

and to write into the article the personal viewpoint and 

opinion of the narrator, · Al thou~h muoh information can 

usually be obtained from the pioneers of a community, 

this again is often unreliable, especially in regard 

to dates and specific incidents, 

The author has tried, inasmuch as possible, to cheok 

information from these sources, one again~t the other,and 

in·this manner get a record of past events whioh will give 

as true a piature as is possible of what has taken place. 



No attempt has been made to make this history a 

oomplete source of information :in regard to past events. 

Only the high points of historical interest have o~en 

used and these for the sole purpose of tracing the 

development of the oommunity as a whole. 

There will• no doubt, be some incidents about 

which one cannot be certain. ln spitd ot· this it is 

the hope of the author that many people will receive 

some measure of enjoyment and profit from reading of 

the events as they are recorded here. 



CHAPTER II 

A HISTORY OF DERBY 

Although there seems to be no direct aooount of 

sueh proceedings, all related facts seem to verify the 

assumption that following the Civil War there was a 

rapid influx of settlers and homesteaders in the vi

cinity of what is now Derby, Kansas, True, there were 

a number of settlers here before that tilne, The Wichita 

Vidette,lone of the earliest papers in this ~art of Kan

E~a:J ,mentions the fact that trappers and traders freq,uent

ed this vieinity as early as 1850 and that there were 

numerous settlers and. traders in Wichita and the aurrotmd

nlg territory in the early sixties, 

In the early apr ing of 18 69 a covered wagon, f i1led 

with a few household and farming necessities slowly follow

ed. the winding trail southward from Salina, Kansas, lh it 

were Mr, and Mrs Alexander Garrett, On l'viaroh 7, 1869, 

they brought their vebiole to a stop on the bank of Spring 

Creek at a spot that is just south and slightly east of 

the present school building, 

Thus their goal had been reached for it was to this 

spot that they were traveling, A place whioh had been de

scribed to them, by a trader and traveler by the name of 

1 Historical Sketch in the Wichita Vid.ette. for 
Nov, 17, 1869, 



MacWill iatns, as the "garden spot of' Kansas". So glowing 

were his remarks concerning the country that the Garretts 

decided. to risk all hardships in order to make it their 

home. 

ln this manner the Derby community was started and 

we mif!l t say that the Garrette with theii" little dugout 

on the bank o! Spring Creek laid the cornerstone of the 

structure, 

.A.t this time the territory south of Derby, which 

now is the MUlvane Community, was !ndian Territoi"y. 

While this was a constant menace to early settlers 

there were other factors which were deoidely advan .. 

tageous. The problem of meat was easily oared for as 

deer were plentiful and other wild animals provided 

food and furs. 2 

The peroid of rapid growth, however, did not seem 

to be tmtil after 1870. It was at this time that the 

little city of El Paso ( now .Derby) came into existence. 

How it came into being is quite adequately described in 

a clipping from some unknown paper, published in 1883, 

now in the Loan File of the Kansas State Historical 

Library. It reads as follows: 

ln the winter of 1870 • Jolm Haufbauer owned. 
eighty acres of land in Section 12. Township 29, 
Range l east, platted. By agreement he subse• 

2 Herman Garrett, l'llterviewed at His Home, 
September 5, 1936. Derby, Kfiiisas; ... - - -

4 



quently withdrew forty acres, and J .. H .. ~linn ich .1 o ined 
him, adding abo·ut the same amount. lll.!r. John Hufbauer 
had ~revio~sly built a bonae and rented it to Sohlicter 
and Smith for a general merchandise store, who failed 
however, to compiy with their part of. the agreement, 
and the building was leased to Neelee and Vance, who 
filled with goods. The same year a ferry boat was 
started, and a blacksmith and wagon shop erected, 
and a drug store. lh 187.3 a bridge across the river 
took the place of the ferry boat. The town improved 
slowly until the completion of the railroad thereto, 
July, 1879, when it received a new impetus. The 
depot was completed in November, 1879, and during 
the winter following another bridge was constructed, 
the old one having been washed away by the flood of 
1877. On the last of J.Viarch. 1879, a portion of the 
town was consumed by fire but it has been rapidly 
rebuilt. ln September following, the Tow.n Company 
was reorganized, the railroad company becoming :inter
ested, Derby is the second town in the county. The 
original name of the town was El Paso.3 

A little better description of the country is found 

in the following article taken from the Wichita Ji:!l-S:lS!-1 

April 6• 1876: 

Our town is located on the Arkansas River 
about 13 miles south of Wichita, on the stage 
route to Winfield, and being considerable distanae 
frotn any other trading point, quite an extensive 
territory is represented. The facilities for rlm.• 
ning machinery are excellent, the river bed just 
north of town is composed of rook, affording a good. 
foundation for water power, and the stream of water 
is of sufficient volume to run an immense amount 
of machinery. These advantages can and will be 
utilized in a short time, Considerable timber 
grows on the bottoms of the .Arkansas River and 
Spring Creek, a stream of water emptying into 
the river .1ust north of town, ·:rrom the north and 
east, affording a sufficient amount of fuel to 

3 . Clipping found in the Loan File of the Kansas 
State Historical Librar;L, Topeka, Kansas. 188?;. 

5 
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supply the surrounding oountry. The waters of 
this vicinity are pure and good. Fruit is one 
of the important productions of this part of 
Kansas; in faot, a failure in a orop of this 
kind is seldom known. Among the finest or
ohards in the vicinity are those belonging to 
John Ha.ufbauer, F•S• Carlton, and llLir. l\U.oon. 
These parties have been oul tivating early and 
late fruita of a fine quality. Every farm 
under cultivation is supplied. with an or,ohard, 
and as the oountry grows older a oonsiderable 
surplus of fruit will undoubtedly be prod.uoed.. 

The following are some of the business men 
of our aommunity: Dr.· H·O· Tucker., postmaster, 
phys ioan ·and druggist; John Haufbauer 1_ farmer; 
.A.• Minnioh, dry goods and groceries; H• lVLinnioh, 
grain dealer; Dr. Harper, practising physioan 
and surgeon; Rev. Thompson, pastor of the United 
Presbyterian Churoh; Jaok Fields, hotel and feed 
stable; David Hawkins, oonfeotionery store; Ohas. 
MoOormiok, shoemakar; Lloyd, blaoksmith; Harry 
Dunham, wagon maker and carpenter; ~r. Gray, car
penter; Judge lVJ.oOoy, ,iustioe of the peaoe. 

El. Paso is well represented. in literary 
attainment; preaching by the different d.enomi• 
nations every Sabbath, a flourishing Sabbath 
Sohool in operation, vooal and instrumental 
mus io being praotioed. In faot the place is 
equal to the older settled towns of the East. 
The publio sohool advantages are equal to 
other states in the Union. The county of 
Sedgwick alone employe over 100 teachers. 
The school

4
term averages about six months 

per annum. 

Derby, from all appearances, was a typioal, early 

day pioneer town. The big event of the day was the ar

rival of the stage coaoh. The townspeople never tire~ 

of leaving their homes each day to saunter dow.n to the 

4 Historical Sketoh in the Wichita ~agla. for 
April 6, 1876. 
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stage depot to see 11 lv1iokey Jim" come dashing down the 

street with his four galloping horses and watch him 

swing them with suah dexterity that the wheels of' the 

coach barely grazed the loading platform. .IY.an:y- of the 
11 Old Timers" still sing the praises of 11 hdakey Jim's" 

skill with the 11 r ibbons.•• 

This stage from Wichita was met in Derby by two 

stages from' the south. The stage from the west side 

of the r j_ver went to Belle Pla:ine and Wellington. IJ.'he 

one on the east side of the river traveled to \'1/'infield 

and Arkansas City. · This stage 1 ine was :in existence 

until the completion of::'the railroad. 

The first bridge, whiah was mentioned earlier, 

was a toll bridge• Howver:~ most of the people crossed 

the river by fording it. The river bed ,j u.St north of 

tow.n was rooky and made an excellent ford. lnoidentally 

it became the name of the t~wnshipt Rookford. 5 

The Wichita Beacon of fuarch 12, l879 gives us an

other account of the leading aitizens and their occu

pations. It reads as follows: 

:3 (') 
' 

From Rockford Township one of the first 
organized, we are furnished the following 
names of.the progressive farmers, 1Nho have lived 
there from· three to nine years. 

5 J ·G· Brownlee, l!t1erviewed tl ill§. ~' August 
1936. Wichita, Kanr:Ja.t:!. 
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~ajor Burr, first on the list, has his farm 
all under cultivation. He has a fine apple or
chard from whiah he has already gathered several 
barrels of apples. He has many other varieties 
of fruit. 

John Hufbauer has his entire farjn under 
cultivation; hedged in, a good apple orchard 
of five hundred trees, and one of the best 
peach orchards in the aountry, from which he 
has been selling fruit for the past four years, 
he has a vineyard of two aerea and thirty ... five 
varieties of budded peaahes. 

J• Hart ~innich is one of the largest farmers, 
cultivating :32 5 acres. 

William ~uinnell has his large farm under oulti
vation2 finest grove of forest trees and the largest 
orcharQ in the township. 

A• Moon has his f~m in number one condition 
with a fine ~ove of forest trees and a ohoice 
variety of peaches. He grows the now famous early 
peach. 

Among the many on Spring Creek who have . oul t i· 
vated and well improved farms and comfortable homes, 
all made within the past eight years are Mr. Bowen, 
H. and L. Synder, c. Pittman, L. High, A• Law, J• 
Cantrell, H· Herren, John Goodaore, H.w. Whalley, 
Thos. Barnes, Jas. JJJ.aBee, and Frank Huff. 

J.c. Sampson is an extensive orchardist and 
nursery-man, with his farm in tiptop shape. 

Hugh Fortner has done his full share in de ... 
veloping the resources and beauties of the neigh-
borhood. . 

W.G. Dunshee1 wm. Sutton and J .w. Fink eaah 
have a farm and nome to be proud of. 

W•T• Carlton~ D•fu• Carlton, Dr.J, Berger, 
Mr. Fenniok and H•A• Hall have possession of a 
fine portion of East Rockford and they are mak
ing the waste place smile. Far~er Doolittle 
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has an exoellent farm on Dog Creek. He has all 
modern improvements. 

Suoh reports aould be had from ·every seotion 
of the aountry, with the same refrain of the wild 
prairie wilderness being trans formed into product
ive farms and.oomfortable homes. Ten years ago 
there was not a white family in the county who 
expected to permanently settle! today almost every 
quarter section is occupied ann improved.6 

Surely no newly settled country could have offered 

more encouragement to its settlers than did Rockford 

Township. Such glowing aooounts must either have been 

due to the results of a bountiful harvest or to oivio 

pride and exaggeration. It is a faot, aooording to old 

settlers.that the oountry as a whole, in earlier years, 

seemed to be more produotive aad to have fewer orop 

failures than during the last quarter century. Surely 

the~ has been some change for relatively few large or

ohards are seen today and a fruit failure is not at all 

uncommon. The prophecy of an over-supply of fruit has 

fallen far short. However, to the south and along the 

~kansas River, one still finds many orohards whiah are 

very productive. Perhaps the most ataple crops through

out the years are wheat and oats. It is indeed a rare 

thing to have a failure in either a f these orops. 

A further aooount of the early and l:niddle history is 

found in the #istory 2.f. ~dS!f:lCk Counlli This was written 
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·1879. 
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byJ• Fitch Houok and, although it repeats many of the 

items heretofore quoted, I wish to quote it in full 

( aonoerning Derby) as it affords an exoellent oppor .. 

tunity for comparison. He writes: 

ll 

The history of Sedgwick Oounty would certainly 
not be complete without some mention being knade of 
the tow.n of El Paso, now Derby, situated ten miles 
south of Wichita on Section 12, Township 29 • Range 
2 East. 

The first settlers on the land ~re John H• 
Hufbauer and J • Hart :Minnioh. They laid. out the 
town and had it platted in the spring of 1871. 
The first store to locate in the plaoe was a gen
eral merchandise one, established by Soblicter 
and Smith who immediately proceeded to fail in 
bus mess when they sold out to Neely and Vanoe. 
About this time a ferry-boat was put in operation 
so that the people'fro.tu the west side of the 
river could get into town, but in 187.3 the two 
townships of Rockford and SaleJn with the help 
of the county oommiss ioners. built a fine 'bridge. 
This of oourse put the ferry-boat out of comm
ission, but during the flood of 1877 the bridge 
went out and for.two years El Paso was without 
oommunioation from the west side. At this time 
another bridge was put in whioh answered all 
purposes until the present fine steel bridge 
was built. 

The first train to enter was the A•Te& SF. 
July 18, 1879. The next improvement being a depot 

· built the following November. on the f' irst of 
iJLaroh 1879 the town saw its first fire, whioh 
nearly destroyed every building 1n the plaoe, but 
the oiti~ens being men of the get•up-and-push 
variety, the tow.n was soon. rebuilt and a new 
tow.n company organized. From this time on the 
place seemed to jump and some of its inhabitants 
fondly hoped and actually believed it would beat 
Wiohita. 



When the town was reorganized Georg$ Litzenberg 
( afterward known throughout the State as Farmer 
Doolittle ) started a general merchandise store, and 
after runn:fng it sucaessfully for several years sold 
out in order to take up his new occupation, that of 
writing for the press. His first endeavor in that 
li:m.e being on the" Wiohita Eagle11 • E·F· Osborn, 
now residing in Mulvane, built the t.irst hotel but 
did not r1:1n it long tmtil he sold out. Joseph kook 
built the first blacksmith shop and did all the plow 
sharpening for miles .around. 

Ae was the custom in those days every town, no 
matter how small, had to have a plaoe where wet goods 
were disposed of and so as to be in the push L.E. 
Vance opened up a saloon and it is needless to say 
did what in those days was called. a "landoffice bus
iness" • In 1880, the Santa E'e Railway changed the 
name of the tow.n trom El Paso to Derby, and from 
that day until this, Derb1 has always ~ept in the 
limelight, so to speak. John Brunton built and op
el:'ated. the first grain elevator which afterward.$ 
burnt down but was rebuilt by other parties •. rn 
18?2 Judge lllaOoy settled 1n the town, ant beillg 
the only student of Blaokstoae soon had all the 
legal business for the community to .attend to. ~he 
Judge had one son, eight years of age, who attended 
our public sahool and in a short time he became our 
Fourth of July orator. In after years he studied 
law and was admitted to the bar, but the praotioe 
of law did not seem to agree with him and he gave it 
up in order to accept a clerkship in the Wiahita 
l?ost Office, and by strict attention to business he 
was steadily advanced to assistant postmaster, which 
position he holds at the present ti~e. 

12 

Among the early settlers of the place were Osborn, 
Eaton, McWilliams, Synder Bros., Woodard, Pittman, 
Gerteis and Garrett. Anna kary Garrett having the 
distinotioll of being the :first white child born in the 
county. 

The first timber used ill the plaae was hauled 
from Salina, 118 ~iles 1 but at the present time we 
have a large lwnberyara. ot our own, run by the 
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Davidson and Case Lumber Company. 1n the early 
seventies the Tuoker Bros., oame :t·rom Ohio and 
looated here, a.a. being a dootor started a drug 
store and until the time of his death had all the 
pi'actice in the southern part of the oounty. John 
and Wayne went to farming. John in later years held 
the offices of oounty olerk and treasurer. · 

The Independent Order of Odd Fellows was insti· 
tuted in 1874, and at the present time is in a flour
ishing condition, owning their own property, a fine 
two-story building. The ~ethodist, Presbyterian, 
Baptist, German Luthe.rn, and Catholic all have 
ohurohes of their own, which would be a aredit to 
any tow.n of twioe the si~e of Derby.7 

A comparison of these artioles show several points 

upon whioh the authors do not agree. The first is on 

the looation of the town as to whether it is Range 1 

East or Range g East. A oheok on this verifies the 

faat that it is Range l East. Although one acoount 

gives the date as 1870 and the other as lij7l, it might 

well be said that both are right as negotiations were 

started in the winter of 1870, and were not oompleted 

until 1871. 

It is found .that in all the early writings there 

is a marked inoonsisteney in the spelling of names. 

However, this is of relatively little importanoe. 

The entrance of the railroad was of oourae a big help 

to the town as it is one of the main 1 ines on the Santa Fe. 

From the very first the railroad has had an abundanae of 

7 
J • Fitoh Houoki A Histor1 of Sedriok County, 

( Ch:toago: Ohiaago Pub i'ih'fiig co., 19I~ 7,--79 · 



business, being used for both passengers and freight, 

!n its existence in Derby it has had relatively few 

~ocidents. The ~first of whioh there is any reoord 

is reported by the Der'bz Dispatoh, February 82, 1890: 

The first listed railroad oaaualty happened 
yesterday when an express train ran in to and fell 
through a. burning trestle. The engine , tender , 
and three oars were smashed, The engine was going 
about thirty miles an hour. The aooident happened 
about four miles north of Derby, The Roadmaster 
was killed and several others were injured, All 
were attended by a Derby Physican, Dr, D. B· roster,B 

The only other accident of any importance happ• 

ened about one~half mile south of the depot, Several 

men were riding on a handaar when a sto()Jc..train aame 

through, The men .1 Wnped but were unable to get the 

handcar off the traok, The ~andoar caught in the 

cow-oatcher of the engine and wreaked the train, 

There is no re oord of anyone being killed but se""'" 

eral cattle were killed and many others ran loose over 

14 

the country, requiring considerable time and effort before 

they were returned, There is no doubt but that the rail

road has meant much to the community both in its growth 

and its maintenanoe,9 

This history would not be complete without some 

8 
News Article, 1n the Derb~ ~is~a~oh, for February 

1890, 

9 Brownlee, .e.E.• a it. p.s. 



special mention of one of its outstanding citizens 

and benefactors, Dr. H•O• Tucker. Dr. Tucker was one 

of the town's oldest settlers and ~as~ quite ·active in 

his practice of medicine, in b~siness, and in oivio 

and religious affairs. The following article printed 

in the :March issue of the Derb:t Dispatch, 189!'1
11 

tells 

a little about his early life in the town: 

In 1871 Dr. Tucker came to Derby. ]'or 
many years he was the only phys ioian. In 
those days there were no bridges across the 
Arkansas rliver and it frequently happenea 
that in attending professional calls from 
west of the river, it was necessary to swim 
across. ~llis, at night, during high stages 
of water, certainly, was not an enviable task. 
Dr. Tucker was for a number of years the post
master of Derby, and one of the old and well 
remembered land marks of the town was his little 
brick drug store in which he kept the postoffice. 
In 1884 this was torn down and· the building now 
occupied by the bank and drug store was erected • 
.;Jr. ~'ucker has the distinction of being the first 
~urerintendent of the first Sabbath School in 
:3edgwick County.lO 

':Llhus Dr. Tucker was not only the :first physician but 

also started the first drug store and the first bank. The 

old postoffice and drug store as well as the first bank 

were all situated where the present bank building now 

stands.l1 

15 
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Perhaps it might be of interest to some to know 

how the town was named. The original name of g E!!2_ 

was given to the town by its founder, tTohn Hufbauer, 

16 

and was named for El Paso, Illinois, a town near which 

he formerly lived. Cit was not, however, his home town,) 

Some of the streets of Derby bear the names of his chil

dren. The name of Derby was given to the town by the 

Santa Fe Railroad Company in honor of one of its off1cials.l2 

It is said that the name was ohanged because of the fre

quent missending of mail to El Paso, Texas and vice versa. 

At first the name was used only by the railroad station 

and the postoffice and it was several years before it was 

generally accepted by business concerns, churches, etc.l3 

The first real hotel or rooming-house was in the 

home of John Hufbauer, founder of the town. At this 

time his house was looated on what is now the Ed. Sloat 

property which is now occupied by Chester S.tnith, present 

mayor of the town.,, As was stated in the preceding quo

tation, a hotel was soon built and the building still 

stands today.l4 

.Another old. and historic firm is that of the Wardell 

Hardware. This business was owned in the early eightie.'3 

12 Brownlee, .2.E.• oit. 

13 Charles 1Naugh, Interviewed !!!. !i!.@_ ~~ September 
3, 1936. Derby, Kansas. 

14 Mrs. T·D· Wardell, Interviewed. ~ ~ ~, 
September 4, 1936. Derby, Kansas. 



by Mr. Waters. Aeoording to Mrs. T·D· Wardell the 

business was bought by lur. T·D· Wardell in 1886 or 

1887, In 1892 ~. Wardell went into partnership 

with H-J. Swisher • This partnership did not last 

for long however and the busjness has been in the 

hands of the Wardell family until reoently. The 

firm was originally looated in the Siekler property, 

From this they ~oved into the lower part of the Odd 

li'ellows Hall where it continued until the present 

property was bought, The business was sold to R·k• 

Long in Ootober 193 51 after al.tnost fifty years of 

faithful servioe to the people.15 

Perhaps the next oldest business in existence is 

Charles Waugh• s Barber Shop, :Mr. Waugh oame to Derby 

in 1882. While a boy he worked as an apprentiae in 

the p~rby ~ispatah offioe, an early looal paper, For 

the last 45 years he has run a barber shop in Derby. 

His shop was destroyed by the fire of 1927 and the 

same year he built the building he now ooaupies.l6 

Although Mr. Waugh is over seventy years of age he 

still runs his shop and is as aotive as many men who 

are years his .1unior. 

16 Ib id. -16 Wauglt, 2.l2.• $3.1,t. 
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ln l898 the town attempted to organize a oity 

library. The Derby :MimeoFQ?aph of that year made the 

following announcement: 

The circulating library recently bought 
of Miss Abell of Wichita, a representative 
of the H. Parmalee Library Oo. 1 of Des Moines, 
Iowa, was delivered here last ~onday. 

It consists of 54 volumes of choice bio• 
graphy, history, fiction, and aeience, whioh 
must proye an ::inestimable blessing to all its 
members. 7 

l8 

Evidently it en,j oyed only a short life beoause no 

more is heard about it after that time, 

The next item of historic importance that could be 

mentioned at this time was the storm of 1903• This was 

one of the worst in the history of the town. The two 

articles that follow, taken from the ~ulvane News, give -
an adequate description of the damage done: 

During the storm Tuesday night the s ohool 
house east of Derby.oollapsed, killing a Mrs, 
Phoebe Farrow and her babe. The .F'arrow family, 
six in number, lived near Gordon, 'l1hey had taken 
two loads of potatoes to Wichita and were return
ing home with two loads of watermelons. The 
storm coming up. they took shelter in the school 
house. It seems that they had retired when the 
storm struck the house. The east end of the 
building fell out and the remaining slid to the 
north off its foundation and smashed together, 
oatohtng mother and babe, Her back was ~oken. 

•The half has not been told of the tornado 

17 News Art 1ole 1n the Derby ¥1JneograJ2h, for 
May 23, 1892. 



near Derby last Tuesday night, 11 said James 
Goodaare, a farmer living near town~ "All 
the reports stated that it was a straJght 
wind that caused the destruction, but as one 
who was in the storm I wish to say that it 
was not a st~ght one but a genuine Kan-
sas Twister •" 

Mr. Goode. ore lives a short distanoe east 
of the schoolhouse whioh was destroyed and 
his buildings suffered considerably from the 
storm. He states that little damage was done 
at Derby, while a mile east the effects of the 
storm are still evident. The f:irst far.lllhouse 
visited by the tornado was that of ~homas Hop
kins who lived a little over a mile east of 
Derby. From there the storm traveled east of 
the schoolhouse, which is a mile and a half 
east of Derby. The schoolhouse, it will be 
remembered, was completely demolished, and a 
family named Farrow who were camping there, 
two were killed. ( Eagle '18 
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· .The storm of 1903 was not the only thing that year 

that left destruction in its path. It was· during this 

year that Carrie Nation was crusading in Kansas and the 

good people of Derby were inspired by her efforts. The 

saloons of Derby had been doing a great business for 

years and .many of the people were tired of seeing men 

spending their money for liquor or on the saloon girls 

while frequently their wives and children were at home 

in aotual need• 

As a result the owner of the most notorious sa

loon was given to understand that his business would 

18 
News Art 1ale in the JJJ.ul vane News, C li.lul vane • 
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would no longer be tolerated. But the owner, a Mr. 

llllahan, who was a liquor dealer ill Wichita,: did not 

react, at least quickly enough, to suit the people. 

Thus one morning after a drunken brawl a group o:r 

the townspeople decided to take matters in their 

own hands. They immediately preoeeded to move hi~ 

out preparatory for shipment elsewhere. As soon as 

Mahan heard what was going on he got Sam Amidon, a 

famous Wichita or iminal lawyer, and headed for Derby. 

Lawyer Amidon at onoe began defending .Mahan and at• 

tempted to put the people in, what he said to be, 

"their place• • The women of the town stood it for 

a time and then moved aoross the street and purchased 

some eggs wbich were quite instrumental in reminding 

Mr. Alnidon that he had other business in Wiohita.l9 

The following articles tell what took place and what 

the results were; 

The women of Derby, a little town near 
Wichita, cleaned out a joint in the town a 
few days ago. They removed. the stock of 
liquors to the depot for shipment, and then 
went and smashed the fixtures and gave 
the bartender twelve hours to leave town. 

The ~oint was owned by a wholesale liquor 
dealer in Wichita. Ten women were arrested 
and eight fined ten dollars and oosta. It 
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was no trouble at all to punish those women, 
but the infernal soro\mdrel who owned the ~1 oint 
oould have gone on for years and violated the 
law with inpunity for ought the authorities of 
Wichita would have oared about the matter, More 
power to the women,20 

The third oase growing out of the smashing 
was filed in the 3adgwick county distriot oo~t 
on Monday by Thomas Arnold, The amount asked 
for in the case is $600, which he states is the 
value of the counter destroyed by defendants in 
their crusade. The petition names eleven women 
and ten men as defendants, 

----- ............ -..... known best as the Derby ,joint
keeper, has broug~t suit against the oity of El 
Paso ( Derby ) for $ to2o damages whi<Jh he is al• 
leged to have substained by the aotion of the mob 
whioh disrupted hia plaoe of business and la.oer~ 
ated his peaoe of mind Aug, 14• 1903, 

In his petition ----··· says that on the date 
mentioned that most twenty or thirty people head• 
ed by the mayor of the oity Ed. Braden, chief of 
polioe l\4o0onley. and marshal Sloat, wilfully, ma
liciously and unlawfully attaoked his dwelling 
house, broke his windows ( he does not mention 
what other glassware ) soiled his oarpets, tore up 
his ftlt"niture < persumably bar. fixtures ) and did 
other damage, for which he asks relief of twenty 
dollars. 

The oth$r i·EOOO damages are for personal in
juries, unlawful illprisonDJ.ent, and. assault. 

This is the case where Myra McHenry led the 
attack on Sam Amidon, and maae it so war~ for 
him that he had to 1 Skeedaddle• back to Wichita. 
For their part in the affair eight Derby women 
were fined $10 apiece in Judge Alexander• s court. 

This suit was brought before but was dis• 
missed at the request of the plaintiff. Amidon 

20 News Article in the Kansas Oitx ~. for 
August 21, 1903• 

21 



is the attorney, ~f.lhe people of Derby say that 
they may be sued. and. lawed for the next t 1NElll ty 
years, but they aren • t going to have a saloon 
in town, (Star) 81 

Although the women of Derby resented the f'ine they 

felt that it was more than worth the cost. It is said. 

that from that day there has not been an open saloon 

in Derby, The people of Derby Take pride today in that 

22 

it is one of the few towns in Kansas where no beer is sold, 

The first automobile in the co'l.DJ.try was owned by lV..r, 

.Alex Wilkie, and the second by .n:a... Goodin:, The first 

automobile in Derby, however, was owned by Dr. Dixon (1906), 

Dr. Dixon, now d.eaeased, will long be remernbered by 

the people of Derby and vicinity, Dr, ~vV.E. Dixon and 

family aa.me to Derby in 1894 and for thirty three years 

he was the faithful physiaian and ser,.Tant of the people.28 

Derby was again the scene of a violent storm on Nov, 

ln., 1915, ln commenting on the storm the .Mulvane News had -
the following to say concerning Derby and vicinity: 

• • ,At Derby ooaurred the nearest fa tali ty, 
The wind blew oars off the track into the lv•ex
ioan bunk camp crushing one poor lvlexican • s 1 ife 
out and. in,iuring twenty more, Dr, Goelitz of 
the Santa Fe Hospital went to the scene in Bert 
Smi th• ~ oar, and thirteen of the in.1 ured were 
brought here by special engine and oar in the 

21 

82 
News Article in the Jv.u.lvane ~, f'or :rv.~.ay 5, l9n4. 

Dixon, £I:.• £!1, 



night and their wounds dressed. One is still 
in the hospital with a broken jaw. The rest 
a.ppe ared on the streets this aorn :i.ng, all ba.tt· 
daged uyr2 and it looked like a battle between 
Villa ana. Carranza had been fought here. 

The Derby Schoolhouse was· 'touched up. · liJ.rs. 
Penny• s house was moved off the :foundation, and 
other buildings were anus sed up. .A.•P. England• s 
house was damaged and E·G· Oowan•s building• a 
were wrecked and Roy Goodwin•s barn destroyed 
and wreckage :folloWed the storm•s path clear 
into :Sul ter County.. · 

The wonder of th. e storm is that more people 
were not killed. Henry Pat"ker was in his house, 
upstairs asleep. There is not a stick of his 
house left together. When he oame to his senses 
he was out in his field, end though hurt was able 
to get over to Watsons. That was two hours after 
the storm,23 

23 

l 

This was perhaps the most devastating storm the people 

of Derby ever experienced. ln addition to the above •en

tioned oasualties_muoh grain was blown away and livestock 

injured and killea..24 

The people of Derby take rnuoh pride in their bank 

whioh is one of the most up-to-date and best equipped 

small banks in the state. The first bank, as was anen• 

t ionei be f0re, was started. in 1884 by Dr. Tucker and 

was a private bank. This bank lasted only a tew years 

and for a nWilber o :f years the town was without banking 

t'aoil1ties. 

23 News Article 1n the :Mulvane News·'• f'or Nov.ll1
'' 1915. 

24 Albert Lauber1 :rntervi~we~ !1!!!!.1:!2!!:, September 
7, 1936. Derby, Xansas. 



In 1907 the present bank was organi'l:ed as the 

Farmers ~ Merchants State ~ and started business 

in the old bank building which had been used by Dr. 

Tuekar.25 In 1916 the building was added~to andre

aodeled. lt was at this time that the large oolumns 

which adorn the front of the building were added. A. 

modern, fireproof vault was installed. 

The present president of the bank, Mr. J. J• 

Butterfield, oame to Derby in Deoember, l9ll, and 

entered the bank as oash:ler. Although .Mr. !).utter

field has controlled the major share of the stock 

( 615 shares ) for a number of years_ he did not ao .. 

oept the position of president until January a, 

1932 when he filled the offioe whioh was left va ... 

oant by the death of T· n. Wardell.26 

One of the important events in the history of 

the tow.n was the boldJ daylight robbery of the bank 

on Sept. 5, 1928. · The following artiole taken fro.tn 

the Wichita Eagle gives a good aooount of what took 

place:: 

The Farmers and Merchants State Bank 
of Derby was robbed Wednesday afternoon 
:ln a daring daylight hold.· up, and the 
cashier, ;:r • ,J. B\ltterfield kidnapped. 

2 5 Brownlee, .2ll• ,ill. 

q6 J • J • Butterfield, lnterview.ed ll ill!. liune, 
August 2 7, 193 61 Derby, Kansas. 
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The bandits escaped in their oar and after 
driving more than half-way to Wiohita they set 
IV!!'. Butterfield out m the open road and sped 
northward. 

Two unkempt men had been noticed about 
Derby Tuesday and Wednesday forenoon and had 
excited no little suspioion. At 2:15 Wednes
day afternoon, when there were no customers 
in the bank they drove up in front in a big 
blue Buick sedan and while one stood guard 
in front of the bank the other entered and 
commanded the employees to lie flat on the 
floor • E wP" Butterfjeld, assistant cashier$ 
seeing the man enter and suspecting his errand 
rushed for the vault and was closing the door 
when he was ordered out. He complied and took 
his place on the floor beside his father and 
lhisA Ella Pittman, bookkeeper. The bandit 
scooped up the cash from the counter and emp
tied the cash drawer, The safe and the vault 
was under time lock! but at the request of .Itr·~ 
Butterfield the bana.it tried the safe. Then 
the robber commanded the elder l~~tr. Butterfield 
to accompany him, and taking him with them in 
the big blue sedan the pair sped west from · 
town end. north on Hydraulic. lhr. Butter field 
said they put him out and sped on after they 
had gone north about five miles. As the bandits 
sped away leaving Iv.tr. Butterfield in the road he 
wrote their car 1 icense on the cuff of his shirt 
sleeve. He walked to a farm house, phoned to 
Derby and was brought to town by a farmer, After 
the denarture of the bandits with his father the 
youn,ger.! lVJ.r. Butterfield spr(3ad the alarm and then 
started in the direction the fleeing robbers had. 
taken to try to find them or to find his father 
in case he had been put out by the robbers. 

11 We keep a small amount of 
comter and in the clrawer,.said 
and the loi=3s is less than ~~EOn. 
money was locked in the safe in 

cash on the 
ll:•P• Butterfj.eld.t 

The rest of the 
the vault". 
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lVlr •. r eJ .. Butterfield• a experienae with 
the bandits was of short duration, but full 
of anxiety. He fared much better at their 
hands than have some banl~ers who have been 
kidnapped by bandits recently and their 1 i:f.'e ... 
less bodies found later. E· P· Butterfield 
admitted his experience made him "a little 
shaky', and IvJ.iss Pittman, when questioned 
said," yea, l was soared, but ! didn• t faint11 ,2? 

Although several suspects were held for question

ing, none was identifj.ed as the bandit., 

26 

As a safeguard against a repetition of the above, a 

bandit-proof counter was installed in 1931. This counter 

oons ists of a bullet-proof steel partition set with tr iak 

mirrors., The mirrors make the bank employees appear to be 

standing where they are not, The steel partit;ion contains 

holes through which the employees may shoot, A good supply 

of guns are always available. 

Mr. Butterfield, though now more than seventy, still 

assumes the .ma.jor part of the responsibUity of runni.r}g 

the bank., He is ably assisted by his son l.Vtr, E•P• 

Butterfi.eld, who is now the cashier, 

Jn 1927 the town experienced another serious fire. 

~r. George Sickler, who owned a store on the west side 

of the street, struok a match too olose to a gasoline 

~-·----·---

27 News Artiale in the Wichita !)Jfl.gli!, Sept.6. 1928
11 
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barrel causing the gasoline to explode. The store 

being of the frame type was almost instantly in flames. 

The fire consumed the store, storeroom, and two barber 

shops before it was brought under control. The people 

were able to save very 1 ittle from the flames. ]11r. 

Sickler was badly burned as a result of.the explosion. 

Two fine new buildings were erected soon after 

the fire. The first a two division brick building 

was ereated by Charles Waugh in 192 7 ( immediately · 

following the fire which consurued the barber shop ) 

and now houses ~r. Waugh•s Barber Shop and Spencer•s 

Cafe. The second building erected was a fine brick 

store building erected by ~r. Oarr. This building 

was formerly used for a grocery store by s.L. Ed-, 

war.ds and is. now occupied by Cheater SJnitht s llii

Own Grocery/~8 

· !n 1931 another fine brick building was con

structed by Thos. Homan.. IVtr. Homan has run a grocery 

store and meat market in Derby for the past fourteen 

years. He originally occupied a f'rallle building on 

the west side of the street. Since its completion 

he has occupied the new building.29 

28 Waugh. 212.• ,g_1t. 
2

9 Thomas Homan, In te:t•vie_!~ !.! 1:!.!!. ~. September 
2, 1936. Derby, Kansas. 
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' 
The first real service station in the town was 

started by W•H• Chamberlin and E·S• Gross, They start..: 

ed their business on November 6, 1924 and continued in 

partnership until September 17, 1928. Soon after that 

Mr, Gross erected the service station he now runs. Four 

years ago Mr, Gross erected the garage and service build

ing which he now runs in connection with his service sta

tion, He is assisted in his work by his son, Edwin, 

Mr, and -rs, Chamberlin are early settlers of the 

town. Mr, Chamberlin still runs the original station 

and rata ins the original name, ~ !ndepend.ent Q..g_ 

Compan;r. Five years ago the owners made an addition 

to the north side of the building where they now maintain 

a oafe,30. 

The town was a~ the scene of a disastrous fire 

during the early morning of December 24, 193 4, The 

following article taken from the Wichita Beacon of 

that date tell~ what took place: 

Fire of undetermined origin broke out 
shortly after midnight Sunday and destroyed 
three one-story frame buildings in Derby, 
before lEO townsmen and farmers from surround
ing territory could squenoh the blaze by buck
et brigade, 

30 w.H. Chamberlin, lil.terviewed !!! !if!!~. 
August 31, 19~6. Derby, Kansas, 



The buildings, two store-houses and a 
restaurant, were the property of D..J • Spen
cer. ~r. Spencer could not be reached by 
phone, the local service at Derby having 
been disrupted when most of the equipment 
was moved from the phone building when it 
became apparent it too would be consumed. 

The fire was dis covered by John Mas .. 
terson, returning to his Derby home from 
Wichita. Mr. Masterson went to the tele
phone office, quarters o·:£ lVir. and llh.rs. 
James Alley and awakened them. llirs. Alley 
immediately placed a "1 ine oall11 which a
roused the country side and. brought. the aid 
that held the fire to the three·:struotures. 

When sighted by Mr. Masterson the flames 
were climbing up the side of the restaurant 
building. Evidently, it was said, the blaze 
started in the back of the establishment. The 
buildings were dry and susceptible to fire, 
which accelerated the spreading of the blaze. 
By the time the volunteers began arriving with 
buckets$ the fire had leveled the restaurant 
building··, and was well over the other structures, 
which were the first and aeoond doors north of 
the restaurant. 

The restaurant is the second building north 
of the road that leads west out of Derby to the 
Big River Bridge. All buildings concerned were 
located on the west side of the north and south 
road, faoing east. The telephone office is the 
fifth building north of the road and it provided 
the barricade from which the buoket bri~ade waged 
its successful fight against the blaze.31 

29 

For her faithful efforts, 1'11rs. James Alley, telephone 

operator received a Certificate £!Honor, a gold medal and 

31 lifews Article in the Wichita Beacon, .December 2 4, 
19:3 4. 



a gold pin from the telephone oompany. The loss was 

estimated at:$15,000~ 

The other business firms that have not been men

tioned in this history thus far, but whioh are aotive 

today are: Claude Alley and Son, Garage; Baker, Ele

vator; Davidson and Case Lumber Company; Aldriok•s 

Blaokamith Shop; John Osmore•s Servioe Station; and 

Armours cream and Poultry Station, 
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CHAPTER III 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THID CHURCHES OF .DEli.BY 

From almost the very first Derby has been well represent

ed by churches. Some of the earlier denominations failed to 

prosper and were forced to unite with another denomination. 

A complete history of all this will not be attempted. How

ever, a brief history < espeaially the early history) of the 

present churahea follows. 

PRESBYTER llu\1. CHURCH 

The following historical sketch of the Derby Presbyter

ian Church was written by Mable Minnich and was published in 

the Derby Mimeograpp of Nov.l8, 1891: 

The Presbyterian ChUJ:9ch oi' Derby was organized 
Nov. 24,1877, with 14 charter members, the names 
being the following: ~. and Mrs. Sampson, Mr. and 
l\IJ.rs • Burr , :Mr. and lvlrs. Burns ide, 1JJr. and lwre .Bart on • 
Dr. Tucker, Mrs. Neeley, krs. Cole, Mrs. Baldwin, B. 
Carter and ~. McCoy, Rev. A·fu· fuann officiating at 
the organization. 

The church building was erected in 18?8 while Rev. 
Iw.oQ,uoun was in oharge of the congretation. 

1\tir • .IV.LaQ,uoun p:reached for. the ohur oh three years, 
being followed in the labor by Rev. 1Vlo01ung, who 
presided three years and was followed by Rev. Wells 
and then S•L• Hamilton and he by the Rev. Symmes, 
the present minister who has p:reaohed each Sabbath 
morning and evening dur :ing the last foUt" years, with 
much favor and excellent resulta. Sabbath sahool was 
organized in 1879, and has resulted in muoh good and 
been the means of increasing the churoh membership 



which at the present numbers about 80.1 

According to the history of the church written by 

Reno Haughey 2 services were held in the school house 

from 1877 to 1879. He gives the date of erection of 

the old. building as 1879 :Instead of 18'78 as given in 

the above quotation. He also states that the first 

pastor after organization was B·H· Lea. 

The old building was a frame structure and had a 

seating capacity of about one hundred.. The membersqip 

in 1884 was fortY'"' four. Jh 1886 the building was en

larged and the membership had increased to eighty nine. 

1n 188 5 lVlr. T • s. Davidson was eleoted ruling elder 

and he still holds that office ( 193 6) , having the distin

tion of which few can boast, that of holding the same 

office for fifty-one years. 

The name of the church was not changed to Derby until 

1899. The Ladies ~~Missionary Societz was organized 

in 1903 and the Christ ian Endeavor in l9n4. ~'he manse was 
built in 19n9. 

ln 1926, services were again held in the schoolhouse. 

The old building was being torn down preparatory to the 

building of a fine new briok buildin~ that stands today. 

1 .Mable Minnich, "A Brief History of the Presbyter ian 
Church," in the D~rbx l\Umeograph, Nov. 12, 1891. 

2 
Reno Haughey, Htator~ of the Preabrerian Churoh, 

written for and read a'£ theeCI!oatToii ofhe new buif['fug September 12 , l92 6. 
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:Most of the work on the bu:llding was donated by n1e.1r.tbers 

of the church. It was aompleted and dedicatea September 

12. 192 6. 

Mr. J•G• Brownlee holds the distinction of having 

been a ~e~ber of the church for the longest peroid. His 

name was added to :the roll more than fifty one years ago, 

At this writing there are 228 names on the ahuroh 

roll. Rev. E·S· Kreidler is the pastor. 

Baptist Ohuroh 

In the Derby ~imeograph o:f January 29,.1892 is 

found a brief history of the Baptist Churoh. !t reads: 

The Baptist Churoh of Derby was first organ
ized west of the river in Salem township, and · 
.known as the Salem Baptist Churoh, From the 
ti~e of its organization in 1877, until the con
gregation moved its plaoe of meeting to El Faso 
in 1878, 

~he little band that composed the congregation 
at the beginning were: ~aryL· Fleshman, R.c. 
Oulter, l/l.J.Oulter, ~.F. Church, Wm,Woloot, 
Harrison~. OulterL Ella~. Oulter, kosea Parker, 
elder, presided, ~inee that time l26 names have 
been enrolled on the register. 

The ministers in charge to date have been as 
follows: Elder ~oses Parker, 1877; Rev.wm, Parker, 
1877; J.,w. Drury, 1983; Elder .M.errifield, 1885; 
then followed G.W, Ohurohhill, J•H• .killer, w.~. 
Williams and G.N. Fortune. 

The house now owned and oooupied was dedicated 

33 



Nov. 22, 1885, Elder liJ.err i[ield preached the 
discourse tor the ooaasion. 

34 

This house served as a meeting place for the members 

of the congregation for the next forty years, The last 

service held in this ahuroh building was on Dec. 27, 192 B. 

At this service a history of the church was read, which 

had been confiled by three active melllbers of the churah! 

Jill's. F~ora Pittman, lirrs. Dora Wardell and lwrs. J'ennie Bra ... 

den, Excerpts from this history are as follows! 4 

Elder Moses Parker having been preaching the 
gospel and laboring to bring the Baptists of this 
vicinity together for some titne, on the fourteenth 
day of January 1877, the Baptist Brethern and Sisters 
organized themselves as the Sale.Dl Baptist Chlll"'oh, and 
adopted the New !1atnpshire .Articles of ~'aith and a 
Ohurah Covenant. _ •• 

· Elder koses Parker was called to the pastorate 
and W.H. Fleshman was elected Church Clerk, ~he 
~eating place being the Pleasant Valley School 
house west of the river, Business meetings were 
held on Saturday afternoon once a month at which 
time the brothers and sisters renewed their cove
nant, and attended to such business as might oome 
before thetn, They continued to worship· in the 
Fleasant Valley Schoolhouse until Jran,26t 1878, 
when they tnet at El Paso ( Derby~, The x·irst dea
cons were chosen Jan, lO, 1880. On April 4, 1880 
a committee was appointed to confer with the trustees 
of the Presbyterian Churah 1n regard to getting the 
use of the new church building for half-time preach• 
tng, but failing to make satisfactory arrangements 

3 Historical Sketch in the Derby llLimeoS!:aP£! 
for January 29, 1892. 

4 Flora Pittman, Dora Wardell, and Jennie Braden, 
-!Brief ,Hist,oFI .£! ~ :fl!3-~t1s] Ohuroh. ( Not Published ) • 



the Brethern met on July lO. 1880 and put up 
hitching posts at the schoolhouse, and oon
ttnued to use the schoolhouse for some time, • • • 

• • • For two years no record of church 
activities. On ~ay 12, 1883 a committee was 
appointed to ascertain the cost·of lots and 
seleo.t a. suitable looation for a church build
ing. There is no record .... as to the time of the 
purchase of lots. lVlay 16, 1885 at the regular 
oovenan t and bus ine s s meeting the ~ame was 
changed from Sale,m Baptist Church to Derby 
Baptist Ch'Ul"ch. The OhUl"ch building being 
completed iD. the rneantime, the Dedicatory 
Sermon was preached on Sunday Nov. 22 • 1885, 
by State kissionary kerrifield. Elder aoses 
and Elder Wm. Parker, the first pastors of the 
church assisting •. .A.t this .meeting a debt of 
$300 against the building was reported. The 
first protracted ~neeting was held in the new 
build;tng by Pastor Churchill and Bro. Brady, 
resulting in fifty additions. The first Ba§tist 
Joung f'oples Union was organized kay ll, 1 h~. 

. . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rev, Robinson came in Sept. 1924 and reinained 

one year. Then Brother Diedrick was called to the 
field, Plans for a new church being made the last 
service held in the old building was on Dec. 27, 
192 s. They began wrecking the building on Dec. 28, 
l92 6. Thus reads the his tory of the old church, 
now beginnith the new. 

lb. July, 1927 the new building was dedicated and it 

has been in use by the oongregat ion s inoe that time. Jh 

January, 1937, the ohuroh celebrated its fiftieth anni .. 

vereary with a bounteous ~asket dinner and spacial 

sa~vioes. Reverend Walter Herrington is the present 

pastor, 
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Evangeli~ Ohuroh 

Oonoern:lng the German Evangelioal Church the Darby 

Mimeograph of Dec. 24, 1891 says: 

The Congregation has been organized for many 
years· and is an active, zealous band, whose untiring 
efforts have resulted in muoh good. The following 
ministers have preached regularly beginn:lng as follows! 
F • Harder, beginning l8 78 , H • Toedman,. 1880 , -o • H• 
Geiser 1882, R. Brunner, 1884, S.H. Bower, 1886, lVl. 
Walter, 1888, L·E· Becker the present minister began 
his labors in l89n and is highly esteemed by all. 

The' Sunday School was organized in 188 6 and is 
in a flourishing condition at the present time.6 

Derby was one of the early units of the Evangelical 

Church in this part of the state, Wichita being an out

growth of the Derby Church. The first services in this 

vicinity were held at the rlesohman School ( now Pleasant 

Valley ) which is about one and one•half miles west of 

Derby. 

The early meetings were all conducted in German. 

Later the morning services were conducted in Ger!l,lan and 

the evening services :In English. During the past thirty 

or mora years the services have been entirely in English. 

A little more concerning the early history is found 

in a book entitled, ~~ift,r Years .Y!, ~ Kansas Oonferenoe, 

6 Historical Sketoh in the perpx Mimaggrapb for 
December 24, 1891. 
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which deals with the early history of the Evangelical 

Churches of Kansas. Concerning Derby it says: 

At the seventh session of the Kansas Confer
ence, held in 1871, a mission was located in South 
Central Eansas, in Sedgwick County, which was called 
Arkansas River ~ission, and supplied with F• Hareder 
as its first missionary, The two following years 
the work was left unsupplied. In 1874 it was changed 
to Wiahita Mission and supplied with Rev. H· Toedman, 

This miss ion comprised appointments south of 
Wichita along the Arkansas River, at Derby and 
Antelope Creek west of Udall, where members of 
the Evru1gelical Association had located and were 
waiting for the church of their choice, A.Jnong 
those loca·ted at .Antelope Creek were the families: 
Shoup Troutwine, .Anderson and others, At Derby 
were the families: Adam Glaser, ,John Glaser, Phil 
Peoples, John Kriebel, C• Mohr, John Yergler, Dan 
Glaser and Philip Yergler • 

There seems to be no record of the organization 
of the work at either place. The work at Antelope 
was abandoned during the latter part of the tt nineties" 
beaause many of our people moved from the commun·i ty. 
At Derby the work prospered, and in or about 188 6 
a church was bui1 t which was used for many years 
by the congregation as a place for worship, 

A Sunday-school was organized at an early period 
in the history of the work, however, none of the 
records can be found. The school prospered and baa . 
had some very successful workers'·'oonneoted with it. 6 

The above q_ uo tt:t ion is wrong in one re ape ot, in 

that there was ~o new church built in 1886. Instead 

the building aoq_uired at that time was the old school 

building. H·S· Bower was pastor at that time. 7 

6 ~i{~~ ~ in the Kansas Conference, 1864-1914. 
(Press o e EVSligeiToar'Assoc1ation~ Cleve'lan:cr,-oFi1"Q."l9l4) p.98 

7 
1937. 

Samuel Austin, 
Derby, Kensal?. 

Jn terviewe d ll 1::!.2:!!. ~' lvtar oh 8 6, 



lb. 190? the Young PeopJe§. Soaiety was organized 

with Fred Yergler as prer:tident. And on laay 86, 19!":3 

the Woments ~issiopar~ ~oi~~l was o~ganized with ~rs. 

Stienmetz, wife of the pastor AJ...T • Stien.rnetz, as the 

first president.a 
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!n 1904 the present building was erected. !n 1926 

the basement and kitchen was added. A•E• Kurth was pastor 

at the tilne• 

Reverend Herbert Iwig is pastor at the present time. 

The ohuroh roll oontains eight~two active .members, and 

the Sunday Sohool has ninet~four members. 

The Oatholio Ohuroh -
The following artiole taken from the »erby ki~eograEg, 

February 26, 1892, tells soS18thing of the early history 

of the Catholic Ohurc~: 

The ohuroh held their first services in Derby 
in 1880 and built their home 1n 1883, Reverend 
JAoCaul presiding at tH.e·time.; ·.He was· followed 
by Reverend Kelly and he by Reverend Oasse. 

At present Rev. Niohols has the oare of the 
congregation, whioh oonsists of seventy-five 
.members and meets the seoond Sunday of eaoh 
.rnonth.9 . 

There seems to be little if any infor~ation to be 

gained from past reoorda kept 1n oonneotion with the 

8 Ed. Sloat, -~~!t;":Vi•!!~ 1i!:!!! Ho;e, .karoh 26, 
193 7. Derby, Kansas. 

9 IUstorioal Sketah in the Derby kimeograph• F'eb.26,l892., 



church. This is probably due to the fact that there is 

no resident pastor and .thus all records are kept and 

taken by the various Fathers that have been oonneoted 

with the ohurch. 
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One of the earlier and most active societies of the 

organ.fza.t ion was lmown as the .Altar Society and was formed. 

about forty years ago. The duty of this society was to 

care for the ohuroh linen and to· have charge of all social 
affairs. 

Some of the priests that have been oonneoted with 

the chUl"oh dUX" ing the past years are Fathers: Oody-, 

taveni~k, James Nickolas, Dombaok, La Grande, Sullivan, 

Dowling, o 'Swlivan, ·Henry, Joyoe Kelly, and koOullough.lO 

Services are still held in the original building every 

two weeks.· Father Steward has charge of the services at 
the present time. 

lo Ruth lilcNe 11. lh terviewed !! ~ Home, .A.pr il l, 
1937. Derby, Kansae. 



CHAPTER IV 

HISTORY OF THE DERBY SCHOOLS 

Organized education did not make an appearance in 

Sedgwick County until about 1868, It is rather doubtful 

if it could be called organized at that time, The first 
.. 

report on record at the state house in ~opeka was received 

in 1870, although it is ~uite probable that there were one 

or two r-eports made before that time, These reports give 

a fairly clear picture of the eduaational advantages offered 

at that time, They were as follows:l 

Sedgwick County has ten distr iota organized 
and eight reporting, There are ·~ixty-two pupils 
enrolled with an average of forty-six, There are 
five teachers employed at $35 and $30 per month, 
The le~gth of the average 30hool term is three 
months, There are no sohool houses reported nor 
school lands sold, 

Tpere was.no amount reported received by the distriot 

treasurer for school purposes during that year, The next 

report made in 1871 by William c .. Little continues: 

It affords me much pleasure in submitting 
my third annual report to note the progress 
that has been made in educational interests 
of Sedgwick County. Twenty new districts have 
been organized and are in good working order, 
Ten of them have erected good and commodious 
buildings, and a number have buildings in the 
process of erection, .l'YJ.any others will be added 
the coming year • 

At Wichita a graded school has been established 

--------...---..-.... 
1 William C• Little• County Superintendent of Sedgwick 

Ootmty, State Report, 1i1ay; l87r. 



and is in a thriving condition. 
youth between 5 and 81 years of 
of 600 reported last year, with 
4no. 

We have 1800 
age, in the place 
an enrollment of 

We have paid better wages, and secured more 
efficient workers. We are endeavoring to establish 
a uniform series of text books, and more closely 
teat the qualifications of our teachers. 

. Very much yet remains to be done, but the people 
are taking a l:lvely interest in the cause of ed.u- 9. 

cationt and· advancement must be the certain result.··' 

Gounty·Superintendent Albert Emerson submitted the 

following report in 1873:3 

It affords .me much pleasure in the 4th annual 
report, to note the progress that has been made 
in educational interests in Sedgwick County. 

The first teacher•s institute of this county 
commenced on the 19th day of August, 187.3 and 
ended the 24th day of the same month, and was 
attended by thirty teachers, all of whom took a 
great interest in the :institute. The lectures 
given during the evenings of the institute by 
Supt. McCarthy, Profs. H·B • Norton, and P .J • Car
micheal were well attended. The general interest 
manifested demonstrates the idea that the city of 
Wichita appreciates the oauae;of education. 

There has been one brick and 16 new frame 
school houses built during the past year. The 
attendance has largely increased. The people 
are taking an active interest in the matter of 
education and it will only be a short time until 
our county will be fully organized and have as 
good a system of schools as will be found in the 
oountry. 

Thus the setup for education in 3edgwiok County at 

?. William G• Little, County Super intendant of Sedgwick 
County, state f..t!'EOF~' June, 1871. 

3 Albert Emerson, County Superintendent of Sedgwick 
County, State ~poFt, Jtme, 1873. 



the time the first school was organized a. t Derby is 

presented. Collie Carlton, a student of the Derby School, 

wrote the following brief history of the school which was 

published in the Derby Mimeograph on. October 30, 1891: 4 

The first sohool meeting of the District No, 
6 was held at the house of John Hufbauer in El 
Paso at 2 P·k• April 6, 18?2, At this meeting 
the district was organized. · J .a. Minnich was 
electe~ director, John Hufbauer, olerk, and 
A·G· Burr, treasurer. At a meeting on the 4th 
of May, 1872, the district voted to issue $lOOn 
in district bonds, for a sahoolhouae to be located 
in El Paso, A proposition to reoeive bids for 
the building of the house was advertised in the 
Wichita Vidette. 

On the 5th of June bids were oons idered 
by the board, and the contract awarded to R.R. 
Cost in at $1129, the house to be located on, .. 
Georgia Avenue, It was oooupied by the sohool 
in the fall of that year and \Ul. til 1886 when it 
was sold to the Evangelical Church, 

The first school of the district was taught 
by E • H. MaOl tm.g, for a term of three mon the, 
commenoing on the 11th day of September 18?2, 
for whioh the teacher received i35 per month. 
Sinoe then twenty-three teaahers have guided 
the youth of the distriot with varied sucoess, 
The highest wages paid was sixty ~ollars and 
the lowest twenty dollars per month. 

Seventeen different men have served on the 
board of directors, among whioh we see the names 
of .A.•G• Burr, who served six: terms, J.H. :Minnioh, 
five terms, and H·C· Tuoker, four terms. 

The present house ( ereoted 1886) stands on a 
slight eminenoe at the east side of town surrounded 
by a beautiful blue grass lawn, upon whioh many 
young trees are growing, It was ereote~ in l886 
at a oost of $2500, The present principal, ~r. 

4 Collie Carlton, "A History of the Derby Sohool,'' 
Derbl MimeograEh, Ootober 30, 1891, 



Lightfoot, is in charge of the school for the 
second time having taught here in 1888. 

Thus the school of Derby came into being and began to 

grow as the schools of the county were growing, and they 

were growing rapidly. The following article taken from 

the 'lfichita Eagle shows how rapidly education was really 

coming to the front: 

Eight years ago there was not a schoolhouse 
in this county. Now there are l("O organized sohool 
districts, with 103 schoolhouses, of which three 
are brick. llioat of these houses are commodious. 
convenient, and comfortable. There are, acoording 
to the annual report made to the state superintend
ent, about 5000 children of school age in this 
county. There is no doubt that our teachers, our 
schoolhouses, and all that goes to make our school 
system efficient, are equally as good, if not su
perior, to those of eastern and older states.5 

It is evident that the school then, as today, was the 

center of community activity. This article taken from the 

.l)erby ~ of the llichita Eagle in 1876, will bring rec

ollections of similar instances to the people of the 

community: 

The Christmas Eve festivities held in the school 
house, mder the management of the Good Templars, were 
well attencir;d, many persons not being able t6 obtain 
seats. The programme of the evening consisted. of in
strumental and vocal musio, an oratlon o'rl the nature 
of the evening ceremonies by l'll•Jln.ahin~ an .. essay" History 
of the Lodge," by lVLiss Carrie J,\11oon, recitation by Byron 
Yaple, charade, by ~isses Carrie and Hettie Jln.oon, fuias 
Barnard, Jln.esars. Cole, Woodcock, and Chamberlain. 

5 News Item :In the Wiohi ta Eatsl~, for l~ay 83, 1878. 



Old Santa Claus in the person of Jim Hellar, 
then appeared on the stage to greet his friends 
and distribute the presents on· the tree, All the 
performances were well exeouted,6 

Alit. early and well known teacher of the Derby School 

was Mrs, J•G• Brownlee, then Miss Lou Synder- who taught 

in the primary departtnent in 1886•1887, The fact is of 

more than usual interest s ilaoe her daughter, Miss Ethel 

Brownl~ee, had the unique experiencn~ of teaching in the 

same sabool. the satne rooJp, and teaahing the children 

ot the csh:lldren her mother taught. 7 

One teacher who will long be remembered by the people 

of Derby was J.w .. Swaney. Mr, Swaney not only taUght for 

a number of years in Derby but was well known ~ll over the 

state of Kansas, An artiole entitled, "Out of the Harness 

After Forty•five Years of Teaching " gives an interesting 

acaount of his life: 

On May 16, when he hands out diplomas to seven
teen members of the graduating olass of Derby High 
Sohool, J•W• Swaney will have ended a forty-five 
year career as a school teacher, 

"Ended" is used advisedly, for the end of this 
term will find him on the voluntary retired list, 
confining his activities to the management of his 
fruit farm which ad.joins Derby on the south, 

It has been a very satisfaatory oareer from 
the standpoint of any pedagogue. Dl the present 
graduating olass is his daughter,Alioe, She will 
be the third and last of his ohildren to reoeive a 
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7 Brownlee, .2..E.• o it, 
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Figure 2 

r:t:he above is a picture of the old frame sohool build

ing r~:reoted in. 1886. This was, the second school bui:lJl. ; , r~ 

er•ectE)d in l)erby and was the fir:;;t to occupy the pr.;'J~Jnt 

bufl<:ling Elite. Lat~r this building was seriously damagGd 

by a severe storm ( 191 D) and ha,d to be condemned. The 

~entlcman stand.ing in the cente~. of t~e picture wa:J J . • J. 

:':waney who was at the head of the Deroy ~ohools for, a 

nmnbm:• of years. A close exam~n.ation of the pictt::-.r:; will 

rev't:iol many who are prondn(1nt citizens of the comu;unity 

tod.ay~.~ 



diploma from his hands. And this is the third :year : 
he will be handing diploruas to the children of people 
to whom he gave diplomas years ago. He believes this 
is a record no other teaoher in this part of the state 
can boast • 

• • • liar. Swaney was born in Senaoaville, Ohio. 
When he was ten years of age he came to Kansas with 
his father, arriving at Emporia, Ootober 1, 1870. 
Emporia then was the southern terminus of the Santa 
F'e, The elder Swaney bought an ox tearn and a wagon 
and resumed the .journey. The family headed straight 
for Rookford Township where they had a friend lvLac
INill iams. 

"There wasn• t any town where Derby now stands," 
:rv.r. Swaney recalls. 11 John Hufbauer was the only 
resident at that spot and he 1 i'Ved in a tent. 
Later, Hufbauer es~abliahed a postoffice and called 
it Rockford. Still later my father surveyed his 
claim and helped him lay out the town. It was 
called El Paso at that time. I had the proud job 
of carrying the chain for my father while he did 
the surveying." 

•• • Mr. Swaney attended Carlton School District 
No,4. Upon graduating there he went to Emporia to 
attend the State Normal School, teaching some during 
his attendance there. Leaving ~mporia, he accepted 
the position offered at his home school at Carlton. 
That was in 188~. 

ln the fall of 1892 he moved to Derby finding 
himself baok in Sedgwick County whe~e he was destined 
to follow through his career. He was quite proud 
to find himself principal o~ a two-room sohool, al
though he had but one assistant, ~iss Anna Weaver. 
And in Derby he stayed for seventeen straight years. 
l1e left in l9f'8 upon being elected County Superin
tendent of Public Instruction. But he left no two
room school behind him. Instead there was an ac
credited high school. 

He served two years as county superintendent 
and then went to Coldwater where he was superin
tendent two years. ~ wa~ also superintendent at 
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Clearwater, Valley Center, and Bentley in order 
and then signed a contract to return t~ Derby where 
he is olos ing his fifth year as super intendant, liir, 
Swaney signed that contract shortly before the sohool 
term ended, A few days after the end of the term, the 
school burned to the ground and it was a peculiar sit
uation in whioh he found hi~self, He opened the first 
term with classes scattered all over the town of Derby, 
Some were in the Woodman and. Odd Fellows Halls, Others 
found room in a churoh that ooUld be devoted to other 
things other than purely religious services, There was 
a class in a carpenter shop, olasses in empty store
rooms and some even in private residences, 

: , , , "It hasn•t been a bad life at that, for l: 
like teaahing, ! would advise against entering the 
profession unless one oan gain some compensation mereH 
ly from his liking for the job and out of being a 
missionary with an aim to fUrther the oauae of society.• 
said Mr, Swaney,8 

The table found on the page following gives a good 

picture of the enrollment in the early days and also the 

growth of the school. It also shows the average daily 

attendanae in its relation to the enrollment, One oan 

easily see the effect of the compulsory law onae it was 

enforaed, ln the early days of the school it was not at all 

unusual to have no more than half the pupils enrolled, be in 

attendance. Now the average attendance is usually more than 

9 5 per cent of the enrollment, 

lh 190 5 another teaoher was added to the :f'aoul ty making 

a grand total of three, About the same time the ninth grade 

was added, In 1908 the high sohool was organized, At first 

8 Feature story in the Wiohita ~~gle, for ~ay 12, 1988, 
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TABLE I 

GRADE SCHOOL ENROLLl'..ENT FRO!v'J. 1880 Tn.J... 1908 (BEGJNN3NG OF' H.S.) 

ALSO AVERAGE DAILY ATTEI::rDANCJ~ 

~"::·: ..... --·-
Year Number Enrolled Average Daily 

Attendance 

1880 5l 27 
- ....... -

1881 44 18 
----..-.-

1882 45 .22.3 
. ..,....._...........,.__ ---

188~ 53 25 

1884 65 29 

1885 96 44 -- ........ -
1886 ll6 35 

1887 117 5S 
~·---

1888 119 69 

1890 125 83 

1891 87 E2 

1892 S$ 63' 

1893 79 '57 

1894 89 77 ---
1895 106 70 

1896 106 68 .,........._._._ ___ 
1897 86 57 

..... *• .... ·-----~·---
1889 111 g..r; 

Read table thus: !n 1880 there were 51 pupils enrolled. 
The average daily attendance waa 2 7. Read in 1 ike manner :for 
succeeding years. 



TABLE I ( CONT JNUED) 

GRA.DE SCIDOL ENROLlJJiENT l'.,.ROM 1880 TILL 1908 (:B.EGll~NlNG 0]' H.s.) 

ALSO AVERAGE DAILY ATTEND.ANOE 

- .. ~ . . . . . . 

Jear Number Enrolled Average Daily 
Attendance 

1828 86 35 

1822 23 Z5 
1900 104 78 

1901 102 87 

1202 111 77 

1903 lno 80 

1904 112 20 
1905 98 84 

1906 84 71 

1907 86 76 

1908 110 79 

Read table thus: In 1898 there were 86 pupils enrolled. 
The average daily attendanoe was 3 5. Read in like manner for 

suooeed ing years. 
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it met with much opposition from. a number of townspeople. 

Plans were made to elect a board member that was against 

the high schoo~ and sinoe another member was about to resign, 

those who opposed the high school had hopes of getting in two 

members who were against it, thus being able to da away with 

it. This was averted. when the member who was resigning waited 

until after the annual meeting· to resign and Oounty Superin

tendent Swaney appointed a member who was .for the high sohool.9 

1n 1909 another teacher was added, mak:ing two in the high 

school and two. in the grade school. Since the teacher load 

in the grade s ohool was very heavy, another grade teaoher was 

added the following year. The high sohool enrollment gradually 

increased and in 1912 another high sahool teaaher was added. 

The number of teachers in the system remained constant from 

this time tmti1 1921 when the continued inorease in enrollment 

oalled for an additional teacher in the high sohool. 1n 1928, 

in order to offer a more extensive music program, both in the 

grades and the high sohool, another teacher waa added to care 

for this phase of the educational program. 

Table II, 'Page 51, gives an interesting review of all the 

teachers that have taught in tho Derby SchoolA from 1872 until 

19~ 7. Here we are able to compare types of oertifioatets held 

by the teaohers:; the number of months taught; and the salaries 

reoe ived. 



TABLE I l 

TEACHERS OF' THE: DEHBY SCJDOL DIS~PRIC~f.l NO. 6 FHO~ 18'72 TO 

1938, ~'HE KJND OF C.EHTI.F' ICA~f.lE HELD, NU1v8.U:H OF' 1~.0WPHJ 

TAUGHT AJ.\J'D SALARY OF' EACH ~J.IEACHH;R PER I~,ON~'H 

======================--- ·============== 
Year 

1872 
187'.3 
1874 
1875-76 
1876-77 
1882-83 
1883 3/2 6 
1883-84 
1884 4/7 
1884-85 
188 5-86 

1886-87 

1887-88 

1888-89 

1889-90 

1890-91 
1891-92 
lB9S.-93 

1893 ... 94 

1894-95 

189 5-96 

Teacher 

McClung 
No Record 
No Record 
Hall, R•A• 
B idwe11, Sadie 
Herring, J •0• 
Ransome 1_ Eva 
Ha.rr ie, H• H• 
Hays, Dora. 
Lieurance,t.D. 
Lieurance ,L·D· 
Vanoe, Fannie 
Lieurance ,L·D· 
Vance, Fannie 
A1exander,V.L. 
Synder, Lou 
Lightfoot, Luke 
Sjlllder, Lou 
Springer, Lor in 
Springer, JV,rs, L. 
N'o Record 
No Record 

Certificate 

No Record 

Second 
Second 
~'hird 
Third 
Third 
First 
First 
First 
Second 
First 
Second 
First 
Second 
First 
Second 
F'irst 
Third 

Swaney, J .w. First 
Weaver, Anna Second 
Swaney, J • 'vV. First 
Wilkie, Phronie Second 
Swaney, J • w. F'irst 
Weaver Anna. Seoond 
Sohowa.fter, GraceSeoond 
Swaney, J .w. Firat 

Term 

3 :fuonths 

6 
6 
6 
3 
3 
3 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6t 
4 
8 
8 

8 
9 
8 
9 
8 
9 
9 
8 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

" II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

tl 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

41"1,01"1 
4n. on 
4n. nn 
33,33 
m.no 
oo,nn 
45,nn 
5n,on 
45,00 
55, no 
4n.nn 
6n .on 
4o.no 
60,00 
4n.no 

en,on 
40,00 
Erl,no 

3 5,no 
B'l,nn 

3 5,nn 
3 t\,nn 
en,nn 

Reaa table thus: .. 1n l!j"lld 1\iir, :t"rc.HJ!unp; was tfis-t'ei."oEa~. rt'lfieFe 
is no record of his certificate, The school term was three 
months and the salary $3 5 per month, Read the remaindAr ot 
the table in a like manner, 

5l 



TABLE I I( aont :l.nued) 

TEACHERS 0:&, TID!; DERBY SCHOOL DI8'l'RICT NO • 6 Ii'H.Olw< 187Z ~'0 

1938. THE KTI\fD OJ!' 0.8.:\T!FIC.AD.'E Hf!:LD, NUJ~J3.n;J:i. 0.1! llti.ON'J!HS 

TAUGHT .AND SALARY OF' EACH TEACHillH PER ,ht,QNTH 

Year Teacher Oertifiaate Term Sal~ 

1896-97 Jeffreys, U.JIJ1• First 8 Iw.onths ~:p4n.no 
Hibarger, Ella Third 8 It 4n.oo 

1897-98 Swaney, J .w. First 8 II 4n.nn 
Showa1 ter , Gr aoe Seoond 8 II 4n.nn 

1898-99 Sweney, J' .w. F'irst 8 " 4n.l"n 
Weaver, Eva Seoond 8 11 4n.on 

1899-l.900 Swaney, J. Vf, :F'irst 8 11 4o.oo 
Page·, Chrissie Third 8 " 40.oo 

1900-0~ Swaney, \T .w. .F'irst 8 It oo.oo 
Showalter, Graoe State 8 It 40. Q() 

1901-02 Swaney, J .w. l!'irst 8 " 55.00 
Stanton, Jennie Second 8 " 40.oo 

1902-03 Swaney, J .w. First 8 II 55.00 
Sherwood, Jennie Seoond 8 It 4.n. no 

1903-04 Swaney, J. w. F'irst 8 It 55.00 
Hill, Del o ie First 8 11 45.1'10 

1904-0 5 Swaney, J. w. First 8 It 55.00 
Palmer. A1 ioe Seoond 8 II 45.00 
Braden, .M.ary Seoond 8 " 40.00 

190 5-06 Swaney, J .w. Prof. 8 It 55.00 
Palmer. A1 ice First 8 It 45.(\f"'l 
Braden, lv.l.a.ry Seoond 8 II 4f>;oo 

1906-07 Swaney, J. w. Prof. 8 II 6o.nn 
Palmer, Alioe First 8 II ro.oo 
Slade, Daisy Second 8 II 45.00 

1907-08 SWaney. J .w. Prof. 8 II 60.,00 
Palmer, Al ioe Ii'irat 8 II en.oo 
Stormer, Cassie Second 8 It 4t.oo 

l9n8-n9 SWaney, J .. w. Prof. 9 II 5o. no 
Keister Irma B•A• 9 It 5v.on 
Calnpbeli, Edith li1irst 9 II 4b.nn 
Stortner, Cassie Seoond 9 II 4o.on 

Reaa table' thus: Iii* tEe· sohoor j'iEir113915=9'7, -mo: 'J'il'ffrijiwas 
one of the teaohera with a f:lrat gt"ad.e oertitioate. f» taw.ht 
for a. term of 8 months and a salary of :Jti4o. pel' month. Ht:~ad 
the remainder of the table in a like manner. 



T.ABLE I 1( continued) 

TEACHEH.S OF' TRH: DEHBY .SCHJOL .l)lS~11{ICT N0.6 FRO.liA 1872 TO 

1938. THE KTI•m 01" Ct!.!H.TIF'ICAT.ill HI.!::LD, NU.l\IJ3.ll:l1. OF' fv.OHTHS 

TAUGHT AN.D SALA.F?.Y OJ.i' ~ACH TEACHill.R P EH. I1uONTH 

Year Teacher Certificate ~rerm _ SalarJ:: - , 

1909 .. lfl Lauk:, c.n. Supt, 9 :rv..onths t90,00 
Campbell, 11Jdith First 9 It 65, ()() 
Thoman ,lw.inde Second 8 II oo. ()("t 
Glaser, Allie Seoond 8 It 00,()0 

1910-ll Hall, Cornelia State 9 " 90,nn 
Campbell, Edith State 9 It 6b,OO 
Sawin, Pearl State 8 II f:O,t"'O 
Frank, Pearl State 8 It oo,no 
Brownlee, Ethel State 8 II en.oo 

1911-12 Hall, Cornelia State 9 II gn,nn 
Campbell, Edith State 9 It 65,nn 
Frank, Pearl State 8 It eo nn • 
Sawin, Pearl ::Jtate 8 If 81, 1'\f\ 

Brownlee, Ethel State 8 If E.n. f"\0 
1912-13 Hall, Cornelia Supt. 9 If l('H" ,nf" 

Campbell, Ed. ith State 9 ~~ 7 5,nn 
Jones, Ca.'3s ie State 9 It 65.nn 
Kendriok, Graoe State 8 II 55,nn 
Sawin, Pearl State 8 If 55,nn 
Brownlee, Ethel F'irst 8 ll f)5,nn 

1913-14 Hall, Cornelia Life 9 II lC'n,nn 
Jones, Caas ie Life 9 " 7 f>.''n 
moon, Kate Life 9 II 6b,nn 

Smith, .Edith First 8 It 55,01"1 

Sawin, pearl F'irst 8 It 55.00 
Bt>ownlee • Ethel b'irst 8 II oo,no 

1914-16 Hill, Ohas. w. State 9 II lOf'l,f\0 
Jones, Oass :i.e Life 9 M 9 b,nn 
Davis, Nellie ::; .. yr • St#'l te 9 II 6P\1 1"1n 

Alley, Ethel J.i'irst 8 It 55. nO 
Sawin Pearl It'ir1 t 8 II b5.nn 
Brownlee, JJ:thel ,~tate 8 II o5,nn 

Read =£a131e =£!ius: lli tne solioo! #"Y&a:F I91"\?fi ... l9Ifll~ ir;· 'O'~lJ. I:aiitf"" 
was the suptift'";b).tendent, he taught t'or If!. term of 9 monthft 1tt 

a salary of ,,,t~o.oo per month. 
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TABLE I 1{, oon t inued.) 

TEACHERS OF THE DERBY SCIDOL DISTRICT NO• 6 FROAJ. 1872 :CO 

19:38, TH!!: Kll~D OF' CEi{!J.llJ.i'ICAT:~ HELD, NUivSER 0.1!' l'uON~'HS 

TAUGHT AND SALARY OF EACH TEACHll:R PER .MONTH 

Year Tea.oher Certifiaate Term Salar:t 

1915-16 Calloway, Arthur Life 9 fuon thsilOO, no 
Jones, Bessie State 9 II 75,00 

Davis, Nellie State 9 11 65,nn 
Alley, Ethel First 8 11 55, (l() 

Sawin • Pearl IPirst 8 II 55,nn 
Brownlee, Ethel f!' irs t 8 tl 55., no 

191 &-17 Jones, Bess Supt, 9 II llo,nn 
Samuel, Frank Temporary 9 tl 7 5,nn 
Spenaer, Lucille State 9 tl 65, no 
MaComb, lVJ.a.bel Normal Tr. 8 II 55, no 
Sawin, Pearl First 8 " 55, no 
Brownlee, Ethel Elem, State 8 " 55,('10 

1917-18 Jones, Bess Supt. 9 II 110,0() 
Foley, Vera State 9 II ao,nn 
Spenaer, Luaille State 9 II 7n,n0 
Weston, .Anna Third. 9 'I 65,()0 
Sa,w.in, Pearl li'irat 

~ 
n 60,00 

Brownlee, Ethel State II 6n, nn 
Ransome, I~ma Temporary 4 11 55, on 

1918-19 Shore, B ·B. State 9 It 12<:3. 0, 5 
Miltner, Ella. State 9 11 lf'H"l. on 
Carr, Francis State 9 11 so,nn 
Weston, .Anna Second 9 II 75,0('1 
Sawin, Pearl li'irst 9 II ?5,n0 
Braden, Katherine Life 9 II 75.,00 

1919-20 Dannelly, Paul B • State 9 " lff\,0('1 
lJl il tner, Pearl State 9 II lr'l(),('l('\ 
Oarr, Franois State 9 II lf"'O,f"f'\ 
Parrish, Gertude Normal ~~r • C) " 7o,nn 
Sawin, Pearl First 9 It en, on 
Braden, Katherine Life 9 II 86,n0 

ffi;fii[" =ea.'6!e--trius: lii 'the nofiool year !9!"0.:!6';~-oa::nowa.y 
was the super:lntendent, he taught for a. term oi' 9 months at 
a salary of :fj;gn,on per month, Heo.d the remainder oi' the table 
1n a. like manner. 



TABLE I l continued) 

TI!:ACHERS Oli' THE DEHBY SCIDOL DISTHICT NO • 6 FROlVi 1872 TO 

l938, T:HE lCJND OF CERTIFICATE HillLD, NUlvBER Oil' h10NTHS 

TAUGHT AND SALARY Oli' EACH TEACHER PJ.I]H. l!;.ONTH 

....._ _ _.,..... __ 
Year Teacher Certificate Term Sal~ .....,.,...__ ___ 

Davis, Ben• .; 3 .. 'Yr. State 9 mon thsi222. 22 
Knorr, J ass ie 

1920-21 
3-Yr. State 9 II 1 fft. on 

D ixon , Thtadge 3-Yr. State 9 II lE.O,nfl 
Parrish,Gertrude Normal Tr. 9 II 1P9 o;no 
Sawin, Pearl li'irst 9 II 9 B,on 
Teater, lviyrtle li'irst 9 II 100,00 
Davis , Ben • ,j Supt, 9 II 222,28 
Dixon, kadge Life R, 9 II lEI',f'n 
Kessler i Caroline Life R. 9 II 151,00 
Dean, G adys Life 9 n 1 cn.nn 
Parrish, Gertrude 3-Yr, State 9 It ln 5, nn 
Dunshee, Florence 3-Yr. state 9 It $97.nn 
Baxter, gusanne 3-Yr. State 9 II 95,nn 
Traxler, Arthur Life 9 II 2'1".,<::38 
Dean, Gladys( .lhrs) Life 9 II 181,1"'(') 
pixon, lviadge Life 9 II l5r'.nn 
·~Vellman, Al ioe Life 9 It lff'.nn 
Brian, Nor rna Life 7 II l00.f'l() 
Dunshee, Florence 3-Yr, State 9 It l1"1'\,f'lf1 
Baxter, Susanne 3-Yr. State 9 tl 10n,nn 
Swaney, J. w. Life 9 II 222,q2 
Dixon, !Viadge Life 9 II lf:O,("l('l 
>Nell man, Al ioe Life 9 II l8J,on 
lvlay, Kittie Life 9 II 1 E.O,on 
Dunshee, Fllorenoe Ji'irst 9 " 1(10,11() 
Saw :In, Pearl First 9 u 1r0,nn 
Baxter, Susanne Ii'irst 9 II lnr..nn 
SWeney, J .VI. Life 9 It 888,!1?. 
Dixon, ~adge Life 9 II 1 tf\. () ('\ 
Lip~• Lotohen Life 9 II l4n. nn 
~ay, Kittie Life 9 II lfY',no 
Dunehee, F'lorenoe Firat 9 II 1rn. t"lf' 
Sawin, Pearl J.i'irat 9 II lnn.nn 
R.o'b:lnfllon, O'?.ene Norm•tl 2,1.1::". 1) II 9 t;. (if\ 

1921-22 

1922-83 

1923-24 

1924-g 5 

R9 aa: tab!e. tnuA: "'' 'mtne s ofiooi-yeirJ.'~F\="!';l:F;-IYf\v!~-wfiiJ 
su'fle:r'intendent, He held a ~~-'Yr, :n,11t~ oertifiolt1;r~, t~~.u~ht 
for a term of 9 months and h~\d a 'H1l11ry o 1' ·II' :·~·~ .·r:~ pf,"lr' month. 
H.e the rettull.:indet' of the ta'bh1 in. 11 1 fkf~ n:FmwH~. 
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T1U3LE I l continued) 

TEACHB:HS OF THE DEBBY SCHOOL Dim'HICT NO• 6 :b'H.Ol¥1 1872 IJ.'O 

1938, THE KIND OF CERIJ.'lF'ICATg Hf.t.:LD, N~J3ER 0]' .'fJlO.NIJ.1H3 

TAUGHT .AND S.ALA.\Y Ol!' EACH TEACHER P E.ct Iv.ON~1 H• 

Year Teacher. Cart ifioate Term Salary 

192 &2 6 Swaney, J • 'N. Life 9 J¥,on thn ~22 ,22 
Swaney t Madge( JJ.rs,) Life II II len ,t'IO 
May, Kittie Life " 11 l ff' ,('In 
Lipp t Lottchen Life 11 11 1 Ef' ,nn 
Dunshee. Florence Firat " 11 1nn,nf' 
Saw:fn, Pearl First " 1t lnt',nf' 
Robinson, Ozena Normal IJ.'r. 11 11 l~"f'l,nf'\ 

1926-27 Swaney, J .w. Life 11 11 2(>.?.,22 
Beitel, Susie Louise :3·yr, State " • lffl.nf"' 
Jolmson, Leone Life • • 1 tf\ .no 
Messmer, Grace 3-Yr. State 11 " l40.N"~ 
Dunshee, Florence Life " 11 lOf'l,on 
Sawin, Pearl First 11 11 lnf"'.on 
Sickler, Louise Normal Tr, 11 11 1no ,no 

1927-28 SWaney, J .w. Life 11 
11 222.22 

Hadley, Carleton 3 Yr, State 11 
" 160,00 

Johnson, Leone Life • • lro.on 
Messmer, Grace Life 11 11 lro.on 
Dunshee, Florence Life 11 11 1oo,on 
Sawin, Pearl. .lt'irst 11 11 lf'H"',OO 
Sickler, Louise Normal '.:l:r, 11 11 1oo.oo 

1928·29 Brown, J •l• Life 11 1 282.2:?. 
Johnson, Leone Life " 11 13"1,<'1" 
Whitwarn, Jt1£Ulita Spec. lmsio 11 

" llb,f'f'l 
Richards, L-J• Life " • 170.~"11 
lblle ioheiBeasie Life ~1. 11 

l ~!' .rn 
Sohtnidt, .illisn Life -. 11 1f~•~"~" 
Spear"s• :M:In1on Normal 'Ir, 9 11 lt"\!;~.~"r' 
Siokler, Louise Normal 111r, " • lM,,rtrt 
Sawin, Pearl J'irlllt " 

11 
l.fl ~ •''"" 

1929•:30 :B~rown, J. I· LU e 11 
11 .!1l:;;.~"~ 

J' obnson, Josephine 't"l1!l o. )!u~~ ia " 11 1~:, ~'•""' 
J ohnaon, Leone Life 11 11 l ,r'H''' 
Riobardl!':l, Lew,is Life 11 11 

l ~ ,f1" 
Sohm id t, L

1
ll ian L1 !8 11 111 

lt.f" ,r·r 
Spears. l'vliriion Nor•~tull 1l'r, " 11 lf'lt.,f"lf'l 
Sawin 

1 
Pearl )'irat . 11 

' Jn :)•"'1"1 
Hall.~. ~~Ja~are:t.____ , :5 ... !£.., };?.~!t~ 11

" 

R:ead ta'6!e"tfiusr Iii ~~u~ ye>Htr l]~t.;, tr • .r:r. 
superintendent He ta~ht i'or rt t,t'lrm of 9 awn Utl"l 
,,)«t".a~Y of f2~ ... l,Sr:·l per month, 



T.ABL1ll I J( oon tin ued) 

TEACHERS OF' THE DERBY SOIDOL Dlf3~'R.ICT NO • 6 .F'ti.O!h 1878 TO 

1938, THH! KJJ.'fD OF CERTI.li'ICATE HSLD, NUMBER OF lttONTHS 

TAUGHT AND SALARY OF E.ACH TEACHEH P .tlJR. lv.ONTH• 

Year Teacher Certificate Term Salar:t: . 
Brown, J • I. Life ( Supt) 9 .h.on ths :t2 45,00 
Richards, L.J • Life It II 18 5,(1() 
Schmidt. Lillian Life II II l!:f"l.nn 
Neal, Harryet 3-Yr,Life II II 145.no 
Johnson, Josephine3pec,37'Yr II II 13 5,00 
Spears, Minion Normal 1·r. II It 10 5, 00 
Sawin, Pearl First II II 1n s.oo 
Hall, Ivtargaret Normal 1'r. It II lon.oo 
Mordy, S·B • Life II II 245,on 
Ames, Alice 3-Yr,Life It 11 13 5,nn 
Calkins, I .d. Life It II 18",00 
Neal, Harryet 3-Yr,State It II l4.n,nn 
Schmidt, Lillian Life II 11 145,00 
Spears, Minion Normal ~r. II II 1nn,oo 
Anderson, ~ild.redLife (6n hr) II II rnn,no 
Sawin, Pearl· First II " lnr.,nn 
fuord.y, S•B• Life II 11 Bnn,nn 
Hiskey, 1\H~.rsha.ll Life tt II 1'3 5.nn 
Schmidt, Lillian Life II II 18 5,nn 
Neal, Harryet 3-Yr,Life II II 10. o,nn 

1930-31 

1931-32 

1932-33 

Ames, Alice :3-Yr ,Life II It 12 s,nn 
Calkins, I.H.. Life II II 10 5, nn 
Swaney, Betty Permanent II II gn,nn 
.Anderson, 1\ilildred.Life ( 60 hr) II II 9n,on 
lVlord.y, S•B" Life II II 140.no 
Hiskey, 1V1arshall Life It II lBn,on 

1933-34 

Ames, Alice 3~Yr,Life II II 10 5,nn 
Schmidt, Lillian Life " II lln.nn 
Neal, Harr yet 3-Yr. Life 11 II l~"' 5,nn 
Dunshee, lli•a urine Jt~lemen tar y II II ?b,nn 
Anderson, lVdld.redLife ( 61i hr) II It ?n,nn 
Swaney, Betty Permanent II 11 7 f;,nn 

'1'\ea.':::r :ra'C'Ie :rhus• ¥.'::' the "". c'C. ool ye"'r Ix. :"'1'\ .. ~l, J' .;r. B·i'DWri-.wa~ n u. 11 ~) 11 , • Jl.J. ., n "" '::;I·"J 

b7 

the superj.ntend.ent He held. a life oert:!fiet::ttfll, taup;ht tor 
a term of 9 months • and raoeived a salary of' :;~14o.nf"' per month. 
Head. the remainder of the table in a like m.•auun·,. 



TABLE I l oon tin ued) 

T1l~A.CHgRs OF' ~I.'JlE DERBY 'SCHOOL DISIJ.'H.IOT No .. 6 l!'ROlv1 1878 TO 

1938. THE KJND OF CJ5t\TIJ!'1CATE Hl!:LD, NUkJ3}EH. Ol!' J1JONIJ.'HS 

. TAUGHT AI.'JD SALARY OF EACH TEA.CHEH PEH. lv10NTH 

- ··-· -··-----
Year Teaoher Certificate Term Salar.;y __ --

1934-3 5 liwrdy, s.B. Life( Supt) 9 montha$1 m.oo 
Hiskey, Marshall Life II II 140.00 
Dungan, lV1ar.j or' ie 3-Yr.Life II I " 1on.nn 
miller, Enola 3- X.r. Life II 11 1nn.no 
Smith, Luella 3-lr.Life II II l\'10.00 
Dtm.shee, Iv~aurine Elementary 11 II 75.00 
Swaney, Betty Life II II 7 5.00 
Riblet, LaVerne 3 ... J.r .Life 11 II 75.on 

193 5-3 6 Hiskey, fuarshall Life " II 15"'.00 
lliiorr ill, Bert Life II " 115.00 
Morton, Olivia Life 11 tl 100.00 
Smith, Luella 3-Yr.Life " II lon.nn 

· Berry, .ffidith Life II II lnn.no 
Dtm.shee, JVJ.aU!." ine .Elementary 11 II sn.nn 
Swaney, Betty Life 11 II 77.m 
Riblet, LaVerne Life II II 77. En 

1936-37 Hiskey, .Marshall Life lD 11 157. EO 
:Morrill, Bert Life g II 12 B. on 
Berry, Edith Life II 11 1on.oo 
Peterson, Gwen dol :yil Life II II lon.oo 
Whitten, :&arguerite 3-Yr.Life II II 11o.no 
Sutter, Belva Life II II 85.00 
Swaney, Betty Life II II so.nn 
Riblet, LaVerne Life II II sn.oo 

H.ead tab!etfillsr-- :r.n tEe -soEo'OI- year -193 4-3 5, s:B:-~ord.ywaa 
9Uperintendent. I~ had a life oertifioate, taught for a term 
of 9 months and had a salary of :j~lon per month, H.e(:.td the re
mainder of the table in a like manner, 



The following histor;y· taken from the School .Annual pub

lished in 1911 by the Junior Class and dedicated to the f'irst 

graduating class will be of interest to many: 

No accurate history of the first years of the 
sohool could be found, but perhaps this is not nec
essary. It will be enough to say that the present 
school is merely the produot of development. .F'ro.tn 
a little sohool, which was situated upon the land 
now occupied by the Evangelical Churoh, has ~own 
our present sehool. Gradually the school grew,as 
the number of children inorea.sedi tmtil in 1886 a 
new building was built on the hi l east of town. 
It would interest but few readers to relate in full 
the particulars of the early life of this school in 
its present situation. 

~he sohQol, however, from its very beginning 
has had the reputation of being a strong school. 
Mr. Lightfoot, one of the earlier teachers, will be 
remembered by many as a faithfUl and excellent teaoh
·er. After lvir. Swaney began work in ·the sohool, it 
ranked, perhaps first, among the schools in Sedgwick 
Cotmty. Those were the days when spelling and ci
phering contests were popular. Joint matches were 
frequently held, and Derby always won her share of 
the prizes. 

Mr. Swaney was at the head of the aahool for 
seventeen years, and naturally, such oonsistenoy 
tended to strenghten both teachers and sohool. 
Until the' year l9fi? no regular high sohool work 
wa.s attempted. For those pupils who wished to con
tinue their sohool ing, after reoe iving their oounty 
diplomas • a aourse· in higher granunar, algebra, phy
sical geography, and bookkeeping was offered. These 
subjeots were praotiaal, both to the students who 
wished to taka advanced work elsewhere, and to those 
who were completing their school life. 

When the school was taken under the Barnes 
Law which provides aid from the oounty to all 
soh~ola which fulfill the required oond.itions. 
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there was considerable opposition. This opposit:i.on, 
however, has been largely overoome sinoe the high 
school has be.en in existenae. The sohool work has 
been founded upon the aourse of study prescribed 
'by the State University. This year the high school 
graduates its first class. Though not a large alas a, 
.the two young ladies are strong in ~oholarship. The 
present J un~or blass has ten members, and the sohool 
will doud tles~s :fnore .• se, in num,bers~ · 

The history of the school, both before and since 
· the high·:;schQol department has been maib.tained, is 
very simple. Regardless o·f what may be said to the 
contrary, the sohool has always had a; moral standing 
whioh is ·somewhat .above the average. · This fact is 
important because the ohief aim of education is the 
development of oharaoter. 

C>.n November 10, 1915, the storm that struck Derby 

( mell;.~iGned in Chapter Il) badly damaged the sohool house. 

The windows were shattered, one side of the building partly 

blovm in, and the roof damaged. In general the building was 

damaged to the extent that the board deoided not' to try and 

repair it but to make plans for a new building. A special 

meeting was oalled on November 26, .1915, to vote on the pro,ject. 

While the building was in the process of oonstruotion, 

sohool was held in the Presbyterian and Baptist Churches and 

in the Woodman Hall. The following article appeared in the 

Wiohita Beacon December 8, 1915: 

The Derby Public Sobools are working under a. 
handicap this winter and probably will continue to 
do so until next September. They are holding class
es in two churches and the Woodman Hall because the 
tornado which recently swept across southern Sedgwick 
County shook the Derby schoolhouse so hard that it 
has been unsafe ainoe. 



li'igure 3 

9'.1he above build :i.ng was the f ira t br iok building to be 

erected in the Darby Community. It was er~.cted :in 1916 

at a. oost of approximately $16,1"100 111 ·It took the place of 

the old frame building which was seriously damaged bjr a 

storm. It embodied most of the modern conveniences of 

. the time. The life of the building was short, however, 

as it was destroyed by a fir$ of a mysterious orj.~:i.n on 

May 31, 1923. 

,., .. ,/ 



Immediately after the storm County Superu1tendent 
R·M• arum and a Wichita architeot inspeoted the Derby 
school and found it unsafe. In order that the one 
hundred students would not miss a year • s work, per
mission was seoured to use the Baptist and Presby
terian Churches and-the lodge hall for olass rooms. 

Members of the Derby school board met this week 
and deoided to oall a large meeting January 4, to 
disauss plans for a new school building. Vfuen plans 
have been adopted a speaial eleotion will be oalled 
to vote bonds for the structure.ll 

In January, 1917, the new building was completed and 

ready for use. The new building was far superior to the 

old one and also offered the advanta.ges of a aomplete 

high sohool course, inoluding manual training and home 

eoonomios, together with a good gymnasium. The building 

was erected at an approximate ooat of ~15,ono. The sohool 

board at that time was oomposed of T·D· Wardell, J ...r • Butter

field, and O·fu• Wallace. 

School moved along quietly in the new building for the 

next few years but the life of the building was not long. 

On IViay 31, 1983 the building was destroyed by fire. The 

Mulvane News gave the following a.oaount: 

The pretty sohool building at Derby which oo
eupied one of the most oomma.nd.ing sites inSedg
wick County was totally destroyed by fire about 
eight o • clook last Thursday n j.ght. A hurry-up 
oall was sent to the Jliiulvane fire department, whioh 
answered the oall and made the run to Derby,in 

11 News Artiole in the JNiohita l2.eaoon 1 tor Dec.a, 191 o. 



record time, but arrived. too late to be of •.my 
service. 

The fire seems to have originated. near the 
roof, but was under such headway when discovered 
that nothing could be done to stay the flames, 
and in an hour or less the building was totally 
destroyed. .A. bucket brigade worked hero ioally 
to save the building but the only water availabl~ 
was from a well on the school grounds, and this 
soon gave out. The piano and some of the fur
niture was removed from the building, but most 
of the equipment burned, 

The origin of the fire is a matter of mystery, 
although many theories are advanced.. one theory 
was that the wires of the Deloo l ightinp: system 
had become crossed and started the flames, but 
this oouJ.d hardly be pass ible, Another is that 
spontaneous combustion oaused the fire, but this 
is also doubted, and it is quite probable that the 
true oause of the fire will always remain a mystery. 

fhe .i)el:'by sohool building was erected in 1916 
at a oost of $l6,ooo o:f wh'ich the sum of about i>4EOn 
is yet clue, There is an insurance of :jpl9,000 on the 
building and contents, And the sum will be a great 
help in the erection of a new building, 

The destruction of the builcling and the abseno13 
of anything with whioh to fight fires has caused the 
people of Derby to think ser iou:'3ly about the instal
lation of waterworka

1 
It will probably be some t i.me 

before this is done, 2 

PlBns were made immediately for the erection of a new 

building, The contract was let to itoi'Js Hammond ~~t 'f'i46.4fln. 

l 1 b a ,·~ ,, j '1, t rs The arohi te otua 'P ana were y 1;) • ,, vo ,p; 1 •• 

12 

13 



Sohool was agau1 held in the ohurahes and lodge rooms. 

~ aacount of the manner in which school was conduated was 

~iven in the quotation aonaerning the life of J .w. Swaney 

~d will not be repeated here. 
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The sohool was oompleted. and opened for sohool in Meroh, 

.924. A dedi~ation program was held on the evening of April 

., , 1924. The ·members of the board. were W•E• Brian, J • J • 

·Utterfield• and Albert Lauber. 

The building was muoh larger than the former building 

.nd muoh mora modern. !t oontains ten rooms, an offiae, two 

'~oak rooms, a large study hall and library, two modern lav

tor ies, and a oombined gymn.as ium-auditorium that will hold 

ver mo persons. The building has a water system of its own, 

hus allowing for shower baths, although the aity of Derby 

oes not have a water system. It contains a large basement 

hioh houses a steam furnaoe. The home eoonomios room ranks 

1th the best in the state, aooording to the State High Sohool 

upervisor, Mr. Stinson. 

Upon be in.g established in the new building the high sahoo~ 

;s.s given a ranking of nan by the state department, and the grade 

,hool was alaesed as a "Standard r:Johool11 • The oommuni·ty is 

1ite proud of the :f'aot that the grade sohool wa.~ ranked as a 

)lass A Sahool" ltuJt year (19::3 6) and that the high sohool was 



F igut'e 4 

This p ictut"e shows the 'f)I"es~2Jnt sohool building. 1t 

was erected at a cost of apvroxiroately 

opened fol:" school in ~~~··Irch, 19'1f~ 11 bu:Ud.ing is str•ict-

ly modern throuo;hout, ha\rinp; both gas t:~.nd ste~llll heat aJJ 

well 13.95 its own water syF:~tem"' ''he above pictL.U:·e '.Vfl~ 

taken (l\t~'irch, 19'~/J.) from the west a.nrl do !'~ t:!/J't c~w 

l~Lc·go gymnasium ,md. aud"itox.•:itlfll th 

n id.o of th"l bui.ld. in.~, 



given a " Class A!' ranking this year ( 193 6). 

The County l'lmsic Contest was started in 1984 an<l was 

won the first three years by the Derby :3chool, The first 

dramatics contest was started by the Derby School and was 

held. here · in 1929. This was also won by Derby. 

The school has always ranked hi~h in oounty activities. 

In 1921 and 1988 the boys won the county basketball trophy,. 

:Jh 1932 they won the traok championshir. lh 19:3·~ Derby 

entrants won the music contest, In ·the school year 193 4 

and 193 5 the teams had their most successful year, winn:lng 

the championship in softball, basketball, and track. .1\o!cmy 

are the years when they d.idn• t win first that Derby teams 

will be found second or third on the 1 ist. The f,Sirls bas ... 

ketball teams have also had their good. years, winn inp; the 

championship in 1919 and ranking high many other years. 

During the past five years they have entered tourn'l.ments 

and although not winning first they were able to br inp; 

horne a trophy eaoh year with the except ion of 1934. 

In the spring of 1934, the writer with the aid of 

some of the students and liir. James A1ley, and kr. b'rank 

Simonsen installed the f'lood lights on the :field south of 

the sohool building that night ball might be played, 

66 

The present school board ia oompoaed ot' I~r. J:IJ .. G• Williarus, 
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director; .Mr, Albert Lauber, Clerk; and ]ar., J.J. Butte:rfieltl, 

treasurer. They have the interest oi' the school at heart a11d 

do all they can to keep it in the best condition for the child

ren of the community. ~uch new and needed equipment has been 

added by their orders, to the school during the last few years, 

The industrial arts shop contains much new power machinery 

and this past summer ( 193 6) the old tables were replaced with 

fine new oak benches. The floors of the entire building have 

also been refinished during the past summer (1936) and are 

now in better condition than the floors found in most homes, 

The people of the community feel that their school building 

now r~ks with the best in the state, 

ln addition to the above, the board has purchased about 

four acres of land ,just south of the school building to be 

used as a ball field and upon which a quarter mile track 

has been conRtruoted, 

:Mr. Butterfield and 11I' • Lauber will go down in the his

tory of the school as being among those who ha"re long been on 

the board and were instrumental in the growth of the sohool, 

They have given unselfishly of their time for the good of the 

boys and girls of the oommunity. When they finish thei:r pres

ent terms, 1V1r. Butterf:teld will have served ~},4 yearA and .i\la", 

Lauber 18 years. 



Year 

1878 
187.3 
18'74 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
189fl 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
189 5 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
19f'l(') 
1901 
19()8 
1~)n3 

19fl4 
190 5 
19n6 
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TABL.fl: !II 

Director 

J • He llh.innich 
J • H· Iv1innich 
J ·H· IV!innich 
S• ,y,. Iv.cOoy 
g .. iJ., llllCCoy 
J •llll.• Bradford 
J ·Ivi<~> Bradford 
J •I\11• Bradford 
Al. Minnich 
Al. Minnich 
Al. Minnich 
Al. lVl inn ich 
Al. }/linn i ch 
Al. Minnich 
.Al. Minnich 
Al. ~!1innioh 
H•C·· Tucker 
Vv • C • Carpenter 
N .. c .. Carpenter 
N .. c .. Carpenter 
A "J • Sv-t isher 
A.,J" Swisher 
A.,J" !3wisher 
T .. D • 'Nardell 
T .. :o. \llfarde11 
T•D• Narde11 
T .D" Wardell 
T .D" Warde 11 
T•D• Ward.ell 
'r ... D Wardell 
11' .. .u Nardell 
rr .J).. ~1/ardell 
T .J>"' Ward.ell 
'l' • .D 1N'a.rde 11 
'l' .. D.. Wardell 

Clerk Traesurer 
·-----"'-"' ______ ..... __ _ 

J•H• Hufbauer 
J • H· Hufba uer 
J "H· Hufbauer 
B .F .. Trickey 
L.:tf• Jlance 
H·C .. Tucker 
H·C· TUcker 
H·C• Tucker 
H•G• Tucker 
H•C• Tucker 
E•W• Waters 
E•W• Waters 
E.W .. Waters 
E•W• Waters 
E. ~if.. ·~va ters 
E•W• Waters 
Ed. Braden 
.~a.. Braden 
GvW• Cantley 
C• Nachtr ieb 
C• Naohtr ieb 
0• Nachtrieb 
L•1i'-" IvicCroekl in 
L•l\li• McCroekl in 
L •l\t• IvtcCroekl in 
L .. l~" .. lVJ.cCroekl in 
L•l\11• IvtcGroek1 in 
L•Iv ... 11cCroeklin 
'J\T,dh g11 iott 
:r .. H~ llilliott 
'lf .. 1·1 .. g11 iott 
.v.c- lt'oley 
.,v .. c~~ l!'oley 
'if ,.I] .. li'ole y 
c: ~ N ~ Waup;h 

.A.•G• Burr 
AvG• Burr 
A•G• Burr 
A•G• Burr 
A .. G .. Burr 
.Ao~G• Burr 
A•G• Burr 
ll.•G• Burr 
S•W• lviOCoy 
3 • W • 1\11 o (Joy 
3• N • IVt<30oy 
3 • N • lv1 o Coy 
s. ·N' • lv.cCoy 
s. N. lV,oCoy 
S • 1V • :»Jt o Coy 
B .. }!·" Youngs 
B •l!'• Youngs 
B .J!· .. Youngs 
]'red Gerte is 
I!'red Gerte is 
Fred Gerte is 
.Fred Gerte is 
J!'red Gerte is 
Fred. Gerte is 
F'red. Gerte is 
Irred. Gerte is 
Fred Gerte is 
]'red :1erte is 
i1.. G0 elclner 
A• Goe ldner 
A.~ Goelflner 
A.• Goe lfu1er 
l'1.• Goe ldner 
.rJ .. ,T • Nelson 
l~' .. lw :3anger 

----_.;. ··----·----
Head table thus: :rn 1872 J ·If- lltdnnich wn.s .uireotor of 

the Derby Sohool Board., J .. H. HufbfJ.Uer was Clerk, and .a..J • Burr 
w~1s Treasurer, Head the remainder of' the tabJ.t} in r~\ like 

manner, 
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TABLE II[ ( continued) 

Di.~RBY SCHOOL BOA.r\D ~d~lvBEHS 18'78-1937 

Director Clerk Treastll'er 
Year _____________________ .... -·-·--- ··--------

l!' .L • Sanger 
l"•L· Sanger 1907 

1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1918 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1981 
19'-~?, 
192~ 
1924 
198 E:. 

198 6 
1987 
1928 
1929 
19~n 
1931 
1938 
1933 
1904 
193 !J 
1936 
1937 

L• l\i1aup:in 
L • Iv1a up :in 
L• Iv1aupin 
T·D· Wardell 
T .D.. !JVardell 
T .D .. Wardell 
'1' .D • w·ardell 
r_r .. D" \Wardell.:. 
'l'•D" iffarde11 
T .. D .. Wardell 
T .. D .. 'l/ardell 
T .D.. ·Nard.e11 
,J .. w .. i'latson 
if ... £!: .. Brian 
w.i!'.. Brian 
w·.E· Brian 
H• Garrett 
H• Garrett 
H• Garrett 
H"' Garrett 
H· Garrett 
H• Garrett 
Hu Garrett 
H• Garrett 
J .. w~ Natson 
J .. N., ·Nats6n 
J .~v .. Watson 
E "r} e 

1vVill iams 
r~ .. G· Nilliams 
J~ .. G.. ·Nill iams 
,ill .. G.. •,Vill iams 

S· Townsdin 
S• Townsdin 
c. N .. S-pencer 
:if. H• .~11 iott 
IV" H. iUliott 
C· Goeldner 
0· Goe1clner 
G. Goeldner 
Q.dr~ Spencer 
C·d\,u Na11ace 
C•lv"" iVa11ace 
A• Lauber 
A• Lauber 
A" Lauber 
A• Lauber 
11.• Lauber 
A• Lauber 
Jl., Lauber 
A• Lauber 
A· Lauber 
B• lviohr 
S• bohr 
S• 1~1ohr 
~· Lauber 
A• Lauber 
A• Lauber 
A• Lauber 
11.• Lauber 
A• Lauber 
A• Lauber 
A• Lauber 

H..;;. Nelson 
Geo. Pittman 
Geo. Pittman 
Geo. Pittman 
Geo. F i ttmfl!l 
J ,.J. Butterfield. 
.r ...r • Butterfield. 
.r .,J .. Butterfield 
J .,J • Butterfield. 
tT "'r • Butterfield. 
.T <ttT., Butterfield 
,J .. .r" Butterfield 
J ..r .. Butterf ie1d 
,J .,J. Butterfield 
,J .. J .. Butterfield 
J•J• Butterfield 
,J ,,J .. Butterfield 
J~~ Butterfield 
J ~J .. Butterfield 
J .,,J • Butterfield 
,J .,J. Butterfield 
J .. J .. Butterfield. 
J ..r • Butterfield 
J ,J • Butterfield 
J .,J- Butterfield. 
J ..,J .. Butterfield. 
J..;; .. Butterfield. 
J .,J .. Butterfield 
,J .,J .. Butterfield. 

Read. table thus: :rn 19f'7 L• :rv~aupin was the .l)irector of the 
Derby ~3chool Board, rj .. rrownadtn WrlS Clerk, ancl l!'•L• :)B.Uf!:f~r wr1.s 
~'reasurer. Head. the rema1nder of the table in a like manner. 

(Note: 'l1his table was compiled. from records found. in the 
~3ed.gwiok County Court House, Wichita, Kansas.) 
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CHAPTER V 

INTRODUCTION 

The s~hool survey as it is aarried out today is a rel

atively new idea, although it is in reality an expansion of 

an old idea and an old praatiae. The term 11 survey" was 

borrowed from t~e field of soaiology. It is now used to de .. 

sor ibe the pro cess by means of whiah we sought to define the 

efficiency of the school system. The term in general has been 

a'Pplied. to careful factual stud.ies of eduaational conditions 

and results together with aonstruotive criticisms and :find.ings.l 

Two foraes are responsible for the movement. one of 

these is the economio,and the other the soientifia. The eao

nomia forae is the result of the increased cost of education 

to the taxpayer, This inarease is due to the faat that there 

has been an increase in the number of pupils to be ed.ucated 

and. beoause of the growing popularity of the id.ea of secur

ing an edueation, The soientifia force is the result of our 

educational procedure and practices being questioned by ex

perts within the field. our aims, our curricula, our organ-

ization, our management, and our results have been questioned. 

and. :In some oases oritized severely. As a result studies 

1 J ·B. Sears, The School survey, (Boston: Houghton, 
M 1 :f fl in Company, 192 'b);' 4'41n pp; " 
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were made and assumptions and opinions were forced to give 

way to faots. 2 Thus with public opinion demanding economy 

and efficiency it is little wonder that the public took 

readily to the sut"vey idea. 

Education is no longer the simple process it once was. 

7l 

Teachers are getting away from the idea of haphazard imit• 

ationa in teaching and are endeavoring to teach the systematic 

way. The three "R• stt are no longer auf:t' ic ient. Children are 

no longer trained simply that they may make a better 1 iv:ing 

and that they may serve in the maintenance of the best that 

has been experienced thus far by the raoe, but further, that 

they may make actual contributions to the knowledge that the 

raoe already possesses. Thus is founf the need of a careful 

examination of our product to see whether it meets expect .. 

ations or not.3 

1n order to aid in the intelligent solution of these prob

lems the survey has been called into service. The educational 

awvey ahoul~ reveal what is being done with the children who 

are being worked u'Pon and .just what the oonditions are, under 

which the work is be :ing done. 

It is granted that the schools have made great progress 

as the result ot' hit and miss efforts. Yet who will deny that, 

----.. --·---~·-~ 



72 

had these efforts been based on the results of scientific 
study, schools could be years in advance of what they now are. 

The general survey thus has for its aim, the ap~raisal 

of the entire school system. H·L• Smith in his article on, 

Plans £2E. Organizing School Surveys, says: 

A school survey will naturally aim to deal with 
those phases of school organization which are ca
pable of exact ob,jective review. ~:hus the financial 
management of the school should be taken up. The 
physical eq,uipment of the schools should be examined. 
~..lhe attendance at school can be definitely determined. 
The rate of promotion withtn the grade can be defi
nitely determined. The number of children in a given 
class room should be ascertained: the provisions that 
are made for exceptional child.ren, including defectives, 
the methods of training teachers, their q,ualifioations, 
the method of their appointment, and the method of 
eliminating inefficient teachers should be considered. 
The salaries of the teachers and the rules governing 
their tenure of office, the inefficiency of instruction, 
including an examination of the courses of studies; the 
methods of class instruction, including the variations 
in these methods of class instruction, the variations 
of these methods which are to be observed in the differ
ent parts of the system, and the measurement of the a
chievements of pupils in the sub,j ects commonly taught; 
all will be subject to careful review. IJ.lhere should 
also be made an examination of the provisions which 
exist within the system for recording such data as are 
necessary for the proper study of educational problems 
together with reaommendations concerning the use to be 
made of these factors • 

.Any school inquiry should, as far as is practicable, 
observe, measure, and record the conditions of the aomm
unity1s politioal, industrial, sooial, and educational 
life wh ioh favor or interfere with the work of the schools. 
Investigators should dwell upon the achievements of the 
sohool system, especially noting the direction in which 
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it is moving, The measure of effioienoe of auy 
school must always be made :In terms of the changes, 
developments, improvements or growths in effiaiena·v 
which have taken place under a given administration 
or during a given perio~<l of years, 4 

-1~~ Thus it is found that if the survey is oe.rried out as it 

should be not only is the effioienay of the sahool system 

determined as scientifioally as possible with the means at 

band, but recommendations based upon these faots as found, 

are made to show how the school system may be improved, It 

must be understood that only a few of these reoommendationa 

should be adopted at one time, To try to adopt them all at 

onoe would. plaoe suoh a burden on ·the school and oause suoh 

an upheaval that more harm than good might be done, 

The sohool survey, of course, must point out the strong 

or good features as well as the weaker ones, ln spite of the 

faot that weak features are brought to light, the aim of the 

survey is oonstruotive, The disclosure of weak points must 

always be followed by reoommendat ions for the better. Only 

with these disclosures, however', will those in oharge of the 

schools be.able to provide remedies, It is only fair to the 

taxpayer that these th :l.ngs are re oogn ized and many dollars 

of his money oan be saved through soientifio diaoovary and 

oonneotion, 

All general school surveys treat about the same topio~ 

4 Se ar s , 212.e o 1 t • 

I 
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such as, facts about the community, ita location and needs, 

the school population, the school building and grounds, the 

board of education, the school finenc:es, admj.n istra.t ion and 
r: 

organ i <?.at ion, the teaching staff, and· school act ieventent .... 

Such a survey will tend to prevent one from confusinr; 

wh~1t a school has been doing with what g should be doing. 

Further, it tends to keep recommendations within reac:h of 

the 11roper needs and with jn the reach of the communityt s 

capacity to meet these needs. 

~-3ears, op. a it. p. 13, 
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THE PURPOSE AND PROCEDURE OF THE DERBY ( KANSA~ 

SCHOOL SURVEY 

The purpose of this survey is to determine the ed

uo~tional and finanoial status of the Derby (Kansas) 

'P ubl i o Soho ol s. To deter mine the ir strength and the ir 

weaknesses with the a ingle purpose always in mind of 

making them better from the stand.point of their eduoa• 

tional value and opportunities ·offered to the people, 

especially the youth, of the aomm'Uility. 

The writer wishes to emphasize the fact that all 

oritioisms and commendations ma~~~ ar~ neither for the 

purpose of flattery nor disoredit to the aomm\lllity or 

of the persons involved. His sole motive is the estab• 

lishment of faots which may be used by the community. 

the board, and himself to f1.ll'"ther the interests of ed

uoation and make the sohools more effeotive. 

Every effort has been made to handle and present 

the facts as impersonally and impartially as possible. 

All adverse criticisms are followed by reoommendations 

which the writer feels would help to improve the situa• 
• 

tion. All weaknesses are presented in the true light 

1n which they appear when compared with educational 



practices and theories. 

Method of Procedure 

The phases studied and commented upon are those 

which the author bel ievea to be of vital importance in 

this particular setup. The problem as studied from the 

social, economic, and educational viewpoints, since they 

are factors which are so closely interrelated, is such 

that it would be almost impossible to study one without 

taking into consideration the other two. 

Several methods of collecting data for stud.y were 

used. 1V1uch information was gained or assumptions veri

fied through the use of school records which were made 

available by the board of education. Much of this in~ 

formation was explained in greater detail by the offi

cials who were more than glad to help out in the study. 

much information and help was also obtained. from the rec

ords in the coooty superintendent• s office and from the 

county superintendent. Other facts were obta:ined from 

the recorda found in the Office of the State Superintend

ent, which were made available by the office staff who 

were also of great help. 

76 

Another source of obtaining data was through the use 
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of standardized tests, which were used to measure general 

intelligence and achievement. These tests were obtained 

from the Bureau of ~easurements of the Kansas State Teach

ers College of Emporia, Kansas. They were selected 

under the guidance of Dr. H•E• Schrammel, head of this 

department. 1n eaoh case the test selected was the one 

which was felt to be the best for pupils of a particular 

age and grade. The tests were administered and supervised 

by the author with the assistance of the faculty. 

The tests were graded. by the teachers of the various 

classes. The analysis and interpretation of the data col

lected were done by the writer. Interpretation was~ based 

on a comparison of the intelligence and achievement and on 

a comparison with the norms which had been established 

through previous test in g. 

In addition to the afore-mentioned methods of collect

ing data, the surveyor was aided invaluably through his ex

perience in the community. Having spent five years :in the 

community as a teacher and citizen, a better background and 

foundation was acquired for this study than could have been 

possible for an outsider. Through his association with the 

people there has been gained an understanding of the likes 

and dislikes, the needs and desires, and the pride of the 
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people in their aornmunity and school. No expert aould 

gain a true knowledge and und.e~stancling of the above in 

the short ti.Jne be would. have at his d.isposal. Thus the 

author with the oppo~ity of thoroughly familiarizing 

himself with every phase of the community life woUld grasp 

many things of supreme looal importance that would esoape 

the observation of a person unfamiliar with the situation. 

No ow:"sory examination oan reveal the eduoatione.l senti ... 

ment of any community. 

Jn every oase an effort has been made to present 

the faots and observations with suffioient clearness 

that they may be easily understandable both as to the 

reason for their weakness or strength and as to the proP"' 

er remedial channels to follow. 

Only those reaommend.ationa have been made which the 

author feels are for the betterment of the aobool. If, 

however, only a few of the recommendations are adopted, 

and make for a better school, the author will feel that 

this study has been worth while. Few communities take 

greater pride in their sohool than do the people of Derby 

and if neoessary ohanges are pointed out the oommunity is 

almost sure to see that these ohanges are made. As far as 

their eohool is ~onoerned, most of the people want the beat, 



The _Setting 

Derby is probably a typical rural town of Kansas, 

It is located on State Highway 15, and is twelve miles 

south of Wiohita, To the southeast, thirty- five miles, 

is the oity of Winfield and to the southwest, thirty 

.miles, is the oity of Wellington, Northeast, thil"tyo

tive miles, is the oity of El Dora~o. Three and one• 

half miles west of Derby is the paved highway, no. s1, 
which oonneots Wiohita and points north with Oklahoma 

City, Thus the people of the Derby community are oon• 

neoted to several large oities by all-weather roads. 
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The tow.n of Derby, as was mentioned ·~ Part I, is 

located on the main liBe of the Atchison, Topeka, an~ 

Santa Fe Railroad, ~ost of the shipping, however, is 

now ~one by truoks, with by far the greatest part of it 

going to Wichita. Most of the grain is sold to the ele

vators of Derby and l/lulvane, although some is truaked 

directly to the Wichita mills, 

The population of Derby in 1930 was 520 acoording to 

the United States Census. The census fig~es show that the 

population has been fairly stable during the last thirty years 

and that there is very little ohanoe of growth during the next 
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of moderate means. A few families are on relief al· 

though probably no more than will be found in any other 

town of this size. The people are hap~y in spite of the 

adverse conditions and there is little of the grumbling 

that is often heard in oommunities when there is a orop 

failure. 
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The town is situated in the midst of a r ioh farming 

valley, being situated ,just a few blocks east of the Ar· 

kansas River. Although chiefly a wheat and oats oountry, 

much kafir is raised and in an ordinary year considerable 

oorn is gathered. fuany farmers are engaged in dairying 

as the city of Wiahita affords an excellent market for 

milk and oream. During years of good arops, con· 

siderable oattle and hogs are fed. 

The buainess·houses of the town are well patronized 

especially when one considers the proximity of a city the 

size of Wichita. The two grocery stores, two restaurants, 

hardware, and cream station meet the demands of the com

munity. The other business enterprises consisting of a 

lumber yard, two garages, a blacksmith shop, a bank, a 

barbershop, an elevator, a hatohery, and three filling 

stations, are ample to supply the needs in their partio-

ular lines. 
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Churches ~~ Organizations 

The community is well supplied with churches, as 

was pointed out in Part I. No repetition of that dis• 

cussion will be given here. These churches have active 

organizations of.Christian EQdeavor or EEworth League, 

Ladies ~and Missionary Sooiet,ie:S• The Women 1 s Chris• 

~ Temperance Union and. the Young Wo!nen's Ohr 1st ian 

Association are also quite active. 

The town has aot ive ahapters of the 2M, Fellows 

Lod~, the Woodman Lodge, Rebecca &2~ge. and the Roya~ 

Neighbors. A great nU!nber of the men belong to the 

Maso~i~ Order, the women to the Eastern~~ and·the 

girls to Job's Da~hters. These latter are joint chap• 

ters with the town of :Mulvane and their meetings are held 

in that town. 

A great number of' the boys and girls belong to the 

4- H Club which is one of the most active in the state --
and has won many county and state honors. 

The people of the coJnJnunity are proud of their town 

and e.spec ially of their churches and school. The growth 

these institutions have made, as was pointed out in their 

history given in Part I, :indicates something of the pro

gressiveness and spirit of the community. 
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CHAPTER VII 

THE SOHOOL PLANT AND EQ,UlPlwiENT 

Gen!3ral Facts .A.bout the Building 

The school building is located on a slight hill just 

east of town. It is ~uat about five blocks fro~ the main 

street. The map of the town (Figure 6) will give a good 

idea of its location in relation to other points of in· 

terest. 

The location is particularly good in that the build

ing occupies a commanding site. Also, that it is within 

easy walking distance of all parts of town and yet is not 

so close to the bus~ess district that there is trouble 

with the children lea~ing the school grounds or being en

dangered by traffic. 

The grounds are ample for playground equipment and 
\ 

for recreational purposes. The only objection to the 

school ground proper is that there is just a little too 

much slope to it for the playing of certain games. How

ever, this makes for exceptionally good drainage. The 

chief criticism is that the grounds are not well seeded 

and are not kept up during the SUI.l'llnet"• This failure to 

care for the grounds during the summer permits the weeds 



Thus 11 perhaps, the main drawback to the building is 

that :Lt is only semi• fire- proof • It is, however, well 

equipped for fire oontrol, Eaoh room oontains an. auto

matic fire-extinguisher, consisting of a glass filled 

with a liquid whioh upon striking air vaporizes, and the 

gas settling to smother out the fire, These hang on the 

walls and when the tempe~ature reaches slightly above 

normal the holder releases the container letting it fall 

to the floor, This breaks the oontainer, thus working 

automatically, 

Each hall is equipped with two large soda-water and. 

sulphu.rio aoid extinguisbel's. These 1n oonneotion with 

l fn foot Qf hose (the building has its own water supply) 

afford a relatively good opportunity tor fire~ontrol, · 
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The building is planned so that all grad.e olasses 

are on the first floor. This is well, in that it saves 

the younger children from climbing stairs • and in oase of 

fire would make for a much easier task in emptying the 

build. :tng. 

A fire escape is provided for the baloony and is 

aooessible to the upstairs, All doors open outw~rd. 

The main hall doors are of the type that will unlook 

automat !~ally, from the ins ide, by simply pushing the 



handle. Fire drills are held regularly and the children 

are usually able to clear the building without orowding 

-in less than a minute. .A.ll in all there is very little 

probability of danger to the children as far as fire 

casualties ~e concerned. 
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The building is heated by a large up-to-date steam 

furnaae. 1n ot'dina.ry winter weather the plant is adequate 

to heat the entire building comfortably, This is eapeoially 

true if the fire is well banked for the night, However, to 

insure comfort during the most extrellle weatl)er, gas heaters 

have been installed in the north rooms, The building is 

well ventilated 'by means of numerous windows, and. by 

ventilating shafts running from the roolllS up to the roof 

of the building. 

The building contains ten classrooms (6 downstairs 

and 4 upstairs ) , a large study-hall and library, a sup.-· 

erintendent•s offioe, an outer office which is now used 

for a printing room, two large cloak rooms, a gymnasium 

and auditorium oottlbined ( whioh include the .main floor, 

balcony, stage, and two shower and dressing rooms), two 

lavatories, and a basement whioh includes the main room 

housing the furnaoe and pump, a ooal room and a storage 

room, 
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The average-sized alassroom is 28 feet by 21 feet, 

inside dimensions, and aan aacommodate from thirty to for-

ty pupils at one time, The study hall is 5i feet by 21 feet 

and seats eighty-five pupils, The library, whioh is separated 

from the study hall by a glass partition, is 81 feet by 9 

feet, All are inside dimensions, 

At the present time there are eight teachers employed, 

five being in the high school and three in the grade sohool. 

They oare fo,r about 80 to 100 pupils in the high sahool and 

from 60 to 75pupils in the grade sohool, 

The halls 'are suffiaiently roomy and are adequate for 

the enrollment, The stairs are wide enough for four pupils 

to walk abreast, and they are built with a platform ''out

back!' so they are not too steep. The grade children, as 

was mentioned before, do not have to use the stairs, The 

lower hall is of cement of an inferior quality, containing 

too much sand, Because of this it is rapidly beaoming rough 

and pitted, Although it is not in a bad condition now, it is 

recommended that when ma.1 or improvements are made (with in the 

next three to five years) that this floor be removed and one 

of good quality installed, 

The drinking and washing facilities of the building are 



quite adequate for the enrollment. A drinking fountain 

is located at each end of the hall making a total of 

four, two upstairs and two downstairs. Washing facil· 

ities are provided in each of the toilets, the domestic 

science room, the science laboratory, end in each of the 

shower rooms. 

gn 

The toilet-facilities a:t'e also adequate. They are 

located in rooms 21 feet by 9 teet which are well lighted 

and ventilated. The number of toilets is ample and are 

located in separate booths. The.booths are made of wood 

and are fitted with doors which allow for seclusion and 

privacy. The booths show some marring from whittling 

with knives but to no great degree. .A.t the present time 

they are well painted and tree from writing. The toilets 

are of the automatic-flushing tYPe and chemicals and dis

infectants are used at all times, thus eliminating almost 

entirely unpleasant and unhealthy odors. 

Specific Facts About Each Room 

The floor plan gives a reasonably good picture of 

the use to which each room is put. The three downstairs 

rooms which are used as the primary, jntermediate, and , 
grammar rooms, are what might be called home rooms and 
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recitation rooms cotnbined., The pu'Pils spend all their 

time in their part ieular rooms except when they are ·doing 

music and dramatics work, then they use the auditorium. 

93 

The rooms are equipped with seats graded in size, 

according to the grades that occupy the room. Although 

·the seats are not of the oolnpletely adjustable type, they

are of various sizes and in most oases the pupil oan be 

given a seat that is comfortable and conducive to good pos

ture. The desks are in good condition, but the author reo• 

ommends that when it is possible for a ehange to be made, 

new adjustable desks be added. 

The rooms are ten and one-half feet in height. Thus 

s inoe a room seldom if ever has anore than 2 o pupils in it· 

at one time, this allows for at least 247 oubio feet of air 

spaoe per pupil and 23.5 square feet of floor spaae per pu

pil which is more than adequate.l 

The blackboards in the primary room are 28 inohe s above 

the floor, :1n the intermediate and upper rooms, 3n inches, 

and in the high school 36 inahes. According to aooepted 

standards 11 the blaokboards in the primary and intermediate 
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rooms are about two inehes too high,2 HOwever when there are 

several grades in one room it is difficult to have the 

blaekboards fitted to each grade, 

The blackboards are of good quality slate and are 

free from scratches and cracks. The available amount of 

blackboard space is approximately 137 square feet per room, 

This, of course, does not hold true in the shop rooms and 

the scsienoe laboratory, 

The rooms are reasonably well lighted• having six 

large windows to.eaoh classroom. The light spaoe area is 

108 square feet per room, making the ratio of the light 

spaoe ·to the floor spaoe approximately l to 6, This is 

slightly less than it should be as the aooepted atandard3 

is 1 to, 4. 

The eleetrioal lighting facilities of· the rooms are 

very poor, There is only one light outlet in each rooJD 

with the exception of the study hall whioh contains three. 

The condition is aggravated by the faet that leas than lOO 

wa~t bulbs are used. This fact has been ealled to the atten

tion of the board and it is strongly recommended that at 

the first op~ortunity additional lights be added to eaoh 

2 H· w. Sohm:f.dt, "Blackboards; Their Height and Width", 
.A.lnerican School Board Journal', (Vol, 81, Bept. 1930) p.43. 

::s Cooper, 2E.• oit. 



olass room and, until that opportunity presents itself, 

stronger bulbs .be used. 

An employee of the Kansas Gas and Eleotrio Company 

of Wiohita, ~ansas, was seoured to test the lighting in 

the vat"ious rooms, In every oase the lighting was found 

to be insufficient. 

The Equipment of the Building as a Whole 
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The high aol'tool library is conveniently situated and 

is adequate for a sohool of this size. There are approx

imately 1100 volumes in the library at the present time. 

~ore books are added from time to time and the board appro

priates a minimum of $100 eaoh year for the purchase of 

new books. 

The books are well divided, eaoh field or divi~ion 

having a fairly good representation. There are more fiotion 

books than any other ktnd, this group aooounting for about 

400 volumes. The next in order are those br;longing to the 

sooial aoienoe group and then the English group. There are 

several good referenoe sets, ohief among whioh are: the 

World ~- 1932 edition; the &merioana, 193 4 edition; the 

Lincoln Library, 1934 edition; and the ~ International 

Enoyolopedi~. 
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Each grade room has a small library of selected books 

whioh are suitable for the ehildren of that particular age 

and grade, Each room has approximately 300 volumes, Grade 

pupils are also permitted to use the high school library, 

thus they have access to an abundance of referenae and fie• 

tion books. 

All the books are aatalogued under the Dewey Deoi~ 

Systeg1, both by title and author. All books have been 

examined during the summer and those found to be drunaged 

have been thoroughly repaired, All magazines wbiah are 

deemed worthy are bound and filed in the library. 

The library aontains a large reading table aapable O·f 

oar :ing for sixteen pupils at a time, It is under the su

perv:ls ion of a librarian at all times, In general, the 

library set-up is excellent, 

The musio department is well supplied in the way of 

sheet .mus io and mus io books for orchestra, glee clubs, and 

q~tette work, There are relatively few selections for 

solo work and this deficiency should be made up at an early 

date. 

'The school ow.ns few musical instruments, At the present 

t 1me it possesses only a bass born, a bass drwn, and a snare 

drum, It might be well for the school to gradually add, piece 
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by pieoe, some of the other leas oommon instruments, :ln 

order that a well-rounded band and orchestra might be 

maintained, at all times. If suoh instruments were avail

able, there is little doubt that pupils who oould not af• 

tord suoh instruments would be glad of the opportunity to 

use them.. 

The musio department has a good piano, radio, viotrola, 

and a oomplete set of instruments for a rhythm.· band for the 

smaller children. Although the instrumental division of the 

•usio department is in the best oond1tion that it has exper

ie~oed for the last several years, there is still muoh lee

way for growth. 

The manual arts department is well equipped in so111e 

phases and insuffioiently equipped in others. The benches 

are in general, satisfactory as they are new and modern, 

having been added during the past summer (1936). Twelve 

boys oan be oared for at one time and this is sufficient 

to the needs of the sohool, as the number of boys in a 

olass is seldom greater than that number. Power tools 

now in use are: a lathe, a circular saw, a jig saw, a 

sander, and an emery wheel. Two new eleotriG motors are 

used as power tor the above. The smaller tools are n~ 

merous and diversified enough to oare for the ave~age olass. 
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Although the equipment is suffieient to eare for the 

wot"k required., it is tar from being an ideal set-up. M.ore 

and different power tools should be added. At least one 

more lathe is needed 8 ao that the students would not necess

arily kill so muoh time waiting their turns to use this 

pieae of machinery. Smaller tools shoUld be added until 

each table has a set of the most common tools. In this 

way each boy can eare for and be responsible for his ow.n 

tools. Another great need in this department is for a 

f hlishing room. The shop is crowded when used only for 

construction wot"ke There is no room or plaoe for finis~ 

ing, or for storing ~inished articles. Finishing an ar

ticle in the shop is unsatisfactory as there is always 

muoh dust, saw-dust, eta., in the air, making it almost 

impossible to do good work. In addition there is always 

a possibility if not a probability that the artiole being 

finished will be soratehed or marred (accidentally) by 

some worker 1n the shop. 

It is recommended that tbe board of education oon-

t inue to build up this department as it has during the last 

two years. It would also be desi~able at the first oppor

tunity to add a finishing room or to make ohan.ges so that 

one is made available. 



The home eoonomios rooms are well equippeQ for a 

school of this size and type. The foods room is equipped 

with seven stone-topped tables, thus being able to oare 

for fourteen pupils at one time, whioh is adequate for 
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the average enrollment. The tables are of the regulation 

type, being equipped with a stool, and individual oabinet 

and drawers, Each table also has a double gas plate, thus 

enabling all enrolled to do individual work at all times, 

A separate oabinet oontains additional aooking utensils and 

dishes, · The~e are sufficient dishes to serve over 100 peo

ple, There is an oven for eaoh table, to be used for baking 

purposes, The room also contains a refrigerator and a sink 

with running water. State High School Supervisor, Mr. Ralph 

Stinson, pronounced the Derby equipment as being among the 

best :In the state for a school of it~ size. 

The sewing room oon)a ins four, 5 by :; • 5 foot tables for 

use while doing hand work, There are four sewing roaohines. 

It is equipped with an eleotr io iron for pressing, The room. 

eontains a cabinet whioh has individual lookers where the 

girls may keep their supplies; a cabinet where they may hang 

their work on hangers when it is nearing oompletion, and still 

another oabinet where miscellaneous articles used in eonnaotion 
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with the course may be kept. There are two full-length 

mirrors. The room has been found, in the past, to be 

adequate. 

The tYJ)ing room contains twelve typewriters. This 

number is adequate for the present enrollment, by runn• 

ing two classes daily. HOwever, if the course continues 

to increase in popularity, it is essential that more should 

be added. All twelve of the machines are new and in splen

did condition, Although the little double tables now in 

use are in excellent condition, it is des ireable that they 

be replaced by individual desks at the earliest opportunity. 

The school as a whole is well equipped in regard to 

globes, maps, charts, ete. A new set of maps having been 

purchased last year, this phase of equipment would seem to 

be adequate. 

The science laboratory contains four regulation science 

tables and one additional table. The apparatus id diversi

fied and ample for laboratory· work in physics and general 

science, if the pupils work in groups of four. The chemical 

supply cabinet, however, is depleted and should be restocked. 

~oney has been set aside for this purpose and it should be 

cared !or at once. 

' I 
j I 
I , 



The school has just started developing a new phase 

of educational endeavor; namely, visual education. Five 

sets of stereosaopia lens are now in use in connection 

with picttlt"es related to the work being carried on in 

the classes. A motion piature pro,jeator has been added 
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to further aid :In this 1 ine • both in the grade school and 

in the high sahool. Due to the unfamilarity with this 

phase of work. there is muoh to be learned by the superin

tendant and members of the faculty as to methods and means 

of making it most effective. There is no doubt but that 

visual education is one of the most rapidly growing aids 

to sohool work, and any effort toward greater efficiency 

in its use will be well worth while. 

;' 

---------·'·t¥:1lll·~l:,,,?";}&_,_ 



CHAPTER VI!! 

ORGAN lZAT ION, ADlv1 ll'J ISTRAT ION, AND SUP}Gt\VIS!ON 

The general plan of organization of the Derby Sohool~ 

was disouased :in the history :found in Part I, and no fur

ther diseussion is needed at this point. 

The Board of Eduoation 

The men who oomrr ise the board of educat i.on of the 

Derby Public Sohools are, and have been, men ot' the high· 

est morals and ethioal character. They are the outstand• 

ing men of the oommunity and have been elected 'beoause of 

their interest in the sohool and in the advancement of 

better educational practices; not because of politioal 

influenoe. 

The board is composed of three officials; namely, 

direotor, treasurer, and secretary. One member is eleot

ed each year. Thus the term of office is three years, 

which keeps a ma.i or ity of old members on the board at all 

times. The members are eleoted at an annual meeting held 

in the spring of eaoh year. The date of this meeting 11 

set by law. Candidates are nominated by the pHtrotlA of' 

the distriet and voting is usually done by bftllot. A 
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There are no required qual if ioations for sohool board 

members other than that they be residents of the district, 

men of good oharaoter, and have the interest of the sohool 

at heart. They are expected to give unselfishly of their 

time with no remuneration other than seeing the school ad

vance. This, the board at Derby has done. 

~. !!.2!.1£ 21 ~board 2.! e~l,~lca:~i.e!~J with oomments and 

gritioi~ms. .A.s has been stated before, the sohool board 

is oomposed of men. held. in the highest esteem by the oomm• 

unity. The comments and oritioisms whioh follow are not 

aimed at any one fndividual but rather at the practices 

of the board as a whole. Neitherare they set forth with 

malicious intent, but instead with the interest of the 

sohool uppermost in mind. It is here acknowledged, that 

moat of the features whieh are oritioi~ed are the result 

of ,ptisunderstandings by the board as to their t'eal duties 

and laok of knowledge as to best educational pt'ooedutes. 

It should be stated again that there is no intent to dis .. 

Ct'edit the board, school, or community in the least, for, 

as has been indicated previously. it is above the average 

in matters of this sort. 

J.lhglehardt says: 

The aot ions of C)Olnpe tent and inoompeten t sohool 

'1' 



boards are refJ.eated at onaa m the work of the 
sohools in spite of the professional staff em--, 
played. Progress in publ io eduoa.tion is depend .. 
en t on the d.egree 1n whiah the people are able 
to seleot from among those eligible the person 
best able to represent them at the oounail table 
where lay boards of eduoation oonfer with member' 
of an employed professional staff.l 

It is with this thought in mind that the followinw:r, 

oritioisms are made. All o.ritioiams are followed. by reo• 

ommendations for improvement, 

one serious weakness of the board is their method of 

holding meetings. There are no regular dates set for w:H:~t

ings, :Meetings are called only when some urgent b\ll!ina!rJ 

makes them neoessary. ~eatings are sometimes oalled with· 

out the superintendent being invited to attend, even when 

the matter to be disoussed oonoerns the sohool proper and 

thus should oonoern him, The board on suoh ocoasions seem 

to have the attitude that they are quite oapable of handltng 

the situation without his guidanoe or counsel, 

This, of oourse, is oontrary to good educational prao-

tioes, or good business methods for that matter. It is uni ... 

versally agreed that the superintendent should be the ~ 

officio member of the board and should be present at ea~ 
ana. every meeting of the offioial board u.ttlt:Hll it 11 <nt.e 

1 Fred Engelhardt Publio f!chool" or 
ministration ( Ohioa.go: Ginn and: Oornpany, • 
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in whioh he himself is being disous::'led. '1 His presenoe 

at the meeting should be invaluable as he should be the 

one parson who thoroughly knows the sohool. He has been 

hired to look after the business and administrative ends 

of the school. If the board does not value his ariti ... 

aisms, opinions, and suggestions he should not be kept 

from the meetings but should be replaced by a man whose 

opinion and position they do respeot. 

The meetings are not carried out in an orderly and 

business like manner. Due to their method of meeting, all 

members of the board are not aware as to why the meeting 

has been oalled. This coupled with the fact that the super

intendent is not always present at the meeting, or consult

ed, results in meas'l.lt"es be :f.ng passed or acted upon which 

have had little or no thought. This in turn results in 

waste and inefficiency, as often the measures passed are 

not entirely for the best :interests of the school. Comm

only no accurate record is kept of the meeting. Business 

may be transacted or motions acted upon and no entry as to 

either be made in the minutes, This oan, and sometimes does, 

leave a loop-hole for arguments and misunderstandings later 

on. 

2 Chap. rv. 



Harry P• Smith3 po:ints out that sin.oe thf!) ~}oard 

a corporate body, it must have a recording offio~r 

records all the proceedings of the board.. Hans Olsen' 

:1.n his study on ~ ~ 21.. Boards of l!iduoatjon . -~~----...... 

that the importance of the fact that a sohoolboard zuBt 

have an official record of all its prooeedingA must 

be overlooked. This is imperative since a board is a 

corporate body e;md its official records constitute the 

evidence of its proceedings. Legally, such a reoord 

necessary in the event that litigation arises. 

The author would make the following reoommendat:io:na: 

l. That a regular xneetirig n)ght be decided upon. 

regular meetings held once a month. 

2. That the superintendent be present at all. 

ings directly ooncerning the sohool 0 

Z>. That notice of the points for disoussion be wuuat 

to the members several days before the meeting is held. 

This could be done through the superintendentt s officn~. 
4. That an aocrura.te a.caount be kept of all 11eet :b:lgs 

and tha:t those minuteS be read at tha neJtt Jllf,Utting, 

.Another serious weakness of tbe boar<'i in the 

been the method of hiring teachers. Here ill the 



bas assumed the entire responsibility and initiative. 

In some oases the superintendent did not even know that 

a teacher had been hired. The board has seemed to feel 
I 

that the superintendent was infrjnging upon its author

ity if he made any suggestions as to what teachers should 

be chosen. This has made it rather difficult for the s~ 

perintendent as the teachers have felt they were not re

sponsible to him foi" their select ion. 

The above has not been a serious difficulty recently 

since the superintendent has explained the situation to 

the board and since the board is not familiar with the 

qualifications of the various teachers under the new state 

laws. During the past two years the teachers have been 

hired upon the reoommendat ion of the superintendent. How

ever, it has been deemed b~st to bring out the facts since 

all members of the present board have not reconciled them

selves to the idea that they are not entirely capable of 

.selecting teachers without help from the superintendent. 

A. similar pratJtioe to the above has been in use by 

the board in preparing the annual budget. Until the last 

year the budget was made out entirely by the board. The 

superintendent saw it for the first time when it was post

ed. This was contrary to good business practice since the 



sohool board aould not possibly know how to arrange in

telligently the budget as it Qid not have any conoeption 

of what would be neoe~ssary for the aoming year. 

The budget for the present year was worked out by 

the board and superintendent working together. In sev

eral instances the board recognized their laGk of knowl

edge of various situa:tions, but it is not at all oertain 

that it will remember the faat when it oomea time to make 

out the new budget this spring. 
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To oover these situations the following recommendations 

are made: 

1. That the board hire only those teachers which 

meet with the approval of the superintendent. 

2. That the budget be made out by the superintend

ent and be submitted to the board for their approval. The 

final decision, of course, rests with the board. 

It would be only fair and ,just to the individual mem

bers of the sohool board to say that many of the mistakes 

are not entirely their fault but are partly due to tradition 

and misunderstanding. Two members of the board have been on 

the board approximately twen ~y years. They still use twenty

year ago methods. This is not entirely their fault but more 

the fault of the superintendents who ha.ve not pointed out 



changes or demanded tne recogni-tion due the posit ion. 

From all reports the super intendants during the last 

fifteen years have been rather elderly gentlemen who 

were content to follow the lines of least resistance, 

~en who have perhaps been splendid teachers and admin· 

is 'tra tors in their day but now were content to hold their 

present job with as little effort as possible, 

l\11any school boards, ,just as this one, make the afore

mentioned mistakes due to a misunderstanding of the real 

,job for which they were elected, The purpose of the school 

board is to represent the people of the district, and to 

appoint a trained professional staff to manage the schools, 

The funotion of the board is not to run the schools but to 

pass on the recommendations made by their appoin~ed chief 

offioial, namely, the superintendent, 

The school represents what might be termed the "chief 

business" in most communities. This is true both as to the 

number of people it serves and as to the amount of money 

expended, Surely then it is only good common sense to de

mand that it be run by an· expert, an individual who is high ... 

ly trained in this particular kind of work1 It ia a .1 ob 

which the ordinary layman could not possibly execute in .. 



tell igen tly. The board should. no more try t,rJ f:•un 

school than the SU'per intend.ent should. try to ~t\!1'!~n1r1c 

responsibility or acaountability for th(~ oaah or 

of the school district. 

Thus, it would. seem that muoh of the mis 

as to method and procedure which has at times axis 

Derby could be done away with U: there were a clear 

ega.tion of powers and duties of both the board. 

superintend.ent. Engelhardt says, 11 The deVE<llopment ot' 

soienoe of education brought with it a new intet-i~retat 

of the ;relationship whiah shoUld exist between the 

of education and the trail:l.ed superintendent seleotett 

its executive". 5 
• 

It is not the intention to leave the impress 

the super intendant should have complete authority. 

hardt elsewhere says: 

N·evertheless, with all the weaknesses inherent 
in the school board organization. no educational 
authority will advocate the administration of ~ul:r 
lio schools without the aid and co-orer~tion ot ~ 
school board made up of oitizens who ~efleot 
ideals and aspirations of the people,

6 

He later continues: 

The sohools must never bl!:l fully 
of the 'Profess j.onally trained ex'Pert., . It 
ways remain des ireable for lay rupre~Jen t•it 

5 ~lhard t • £E.• ~i;t.. • P• ?1, 

6 Ibid. ' p. 74. -
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the people to view the re oomme~da t ions o :f the pro
f~ as iona.l employees in terms of their looal s ig-
n 1f icanoe in order to allay dis trust and avoid m is-
understanding, 7 

ln a study of this kind. the ob,j eot is not a:Unply to 

point out the undesirable features, Again, it is only 

fair in behalf of the board to emphasize the faot that 

these board members, each and. every one has the interest 

of the school at heart and. are willing to do all pass ible 

for its advancement. However, it is only reasonable to 

believe that much good would result from the board ruQd su

perintendent drawing up a list of powers and duties which 

should be delegated to each. A good guide for the board 

to follow in the study of this matter is 11 The School Board. 

]J;.e mber11 by .Almack. 8 In this book Almaok points out that 

the duties and res pons ibil ities of the board are to: 

1, Select the chief executive officer and 
support him in the discharge of his duties, 

2, Pass upon the annual budget for main
tenance prepared by the ohief executive and his 
assistants, 3, Debate and pass upon recommendations of 
the chief executive for additional capital out
lays--buildings, sites, improvements, and deter
mine the means of financing such outlays. 

4, Advise with the chief executive, afford-
ing a good .1udgment, on his recommendations for 
extensions or readjustments of the soope of ea-
ucational activities, 

7 Ibid.,, p 1 81. -8 John C• Almack, ~'he §.?hool ~oara. ~~mb~t• (New York: 

The :MaoMillan Company, l~, pp;'f4w~ 
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5. Appoint--upon nomination and recommendation 
of the chief executive--teachers, principals, and 
supervisors. 

6. Determine, after consUltation and discussion 
with the ohief executive the schedule of salaries. 

7. Require and di:ouss reports of the chief 
exeout ive ooncerning progress of the schools-· in 
terms of aohievements of pupilst teachers, and su
pervisors. 

a. Require and consid.er reports of the business 
transacted or pending and the financial status of the 
system. 

9. Adopt, upon consultation with the ohief ex-
·ecutive, a set of by-laws or rUles for the govern
ment of the school system, i,e., designate authority 
of executive and administrative officers, and duties 
to be performed by the board, 

10. Pass upon architect's plans approved by the 
ohief executive for buildings that have been author-
ized. 

11. Represent needs of the schools. 
1~. Approve the list of bills for expenditure 

previously authorized and approved by exeautive of
ficers, 

13. Consider recommendations of executive of-
ficers on legal matters. decide steps to be taken, 
e~g., suits to quiet title, condemnation. 

14. Approve text-books selected by the chief 
executive and approve courses of study recommended 
by him. 

15. Represent the needs of the school before the 
publ ie, e. g., t p:t!ess, platform. 

16. Serve as laymen, ready (even after retiring 
from the board) to champion needs and to further pub
lic support of the schools, 

The superintendent of sohools is elected by the board 

for a term of one year. The present qualifications are: 

that he must have a maater•s degree or have been superin

tendent or principal in a " Class .A!' sohool; he ml.lSt also 

be able to teach three or four aub.1eots, thus requiring 



him to have a ma.i or or minor in the field en" 

he is teaahing. 

The board seldom if ever cons idera a man 

position who has not had several years teaob 

enae, and in most oases only those who art~) exH~r 

administrators. 

The aaademic qualifications were not so h 

recent years w'tlen the state qual ifioat:ions war~,~ ra 

Prior to that time any person who had a ooll<'H:S:I 

was qualified., ~he higher q_uali:fioations 11N~ 

results of the state's action, not that of 

board.. 

1n past yea~s ladies were eligible for 

but d'Uit:':l.ng the last fifteen yeat·s only men h~1v~ 

sid.ered. There is no particular a~e requirement. 

ever, as in most cases, the board demands a c>n 

i·cally fit and in good health. 

ll 

The super in tend en t ia held responsible for r\.11"" 

ning of the sohool as a -whole. He mu."4t 

of study and see that it is aa.rried out, 

aharge of all school aorrespondenoe, 1:rlti!!H' .. , 

ities, and many sohool aotivitiEHJ suah ~!11 

nivals, parties, E)to. He must t~Htoh at 

1 

t 



he must supervise as muoh as possible. He has oharge of 

all buying of school supplies other than janitor supplies. 

He must guide 1 instrl.iLot, and advise members of his staff 

to the best of his.ability. He is held directly respon• 
,' '\ . 

sible for disciplinary problems or measures in the school. 
I 

He is expected at all times to take part in or help.with 
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community activities.. He must keep a record of, and be 

responsible for, all money coming into the school through 

school activities. He must keep records of the achievements 

of the pupils. He must make recommendations for improve

ment. He must direct the preparation of reports of members 

of his staff. 

The fact that the superintendent has not time to do 

justice to all the above is quite evident, especially 

since there is no clerical help. ln the opinion of the 

author, it is quite impossible for an administrator, teach

ing four classes and without clerical help,to carry out e

fficiently the above, ~lp by members of the staff in keep

ing records has been of great assistance but is not nearly 

sufficient. 

There is no pr:fnoipal employed in the high sahool so 

there oan be no assistance from this angle. The seventh

eighth grade teacher acts as principal of the grades, but 



due to her teaching load can be;of but little assistance 

except in collecting reports. The qualifications of the 

principal are no different from those of the other grade 

teachers. The present principal, however, lacks only one 

summer 1 s work of. having her A·B· degree. 

The relation of the superintendent and the board has 

already been discussed and no further comments are needed 

other than to say that the relationship and ao-operation 

is much better at the present time than was experienced 

several years ago. There is no question but that many of 

the things done by the board should be done by the super

intendent. Almack9 in his discuss ion of the sahool board 

member and his relation to the superintendent says: 

The principle of giving to the chief executive 
officer a wider range of authority is commonly ac
cepted among careful students of administration as 
a oardinal principle of gooa,. administration. This 
prinoiple is based upon the facts ( l) that suooess
ful performance of exeoutive functions is a matter 
requiring professional training and. skill, (2) that 
the public is interested primarily in getting re~ 
sul ts, and ( :3) that having seleated exeout ives pos
sessed of adequate professional ability to perform 
the aotual work of administration, any undue re
striction which prevents the chief executive offioar 
from employing suoh professional knowledge is eoon· 
omio waste.· 
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Almaok1n later points out that the d.ut iea and powers 

of the superintendent include that: 
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1, No person shall be appointed or elected 
to any- posit·ion if the chief executive offioer 
disapproves of such appointment or election. 

2 • The super in ten dent shall make s uoh assign
ments and reassignments or transfers as in his pro
fessional ,i udgment are necessary to secure the high
est efficiency in ~eaohing, 

'3, The supermtend.ent shall be charged with 
the responsibility of all measm4 es for the improve
ment of the teachers in the service, He shall at all 
times, with the aid of such professional asf:l istanoe 
as he may command, labor for improvement in the ef
ficiency of the teaching and supervisory staff, 

4. The superintendent shall keep detailed rec
ords of efforts and achievements in the direction 
of improvement. 

5, The superintendent shall recommend the 
schedule of salaries to "the board for approval, 

6, No teacher shall be recommended for dis· 
missal except upon evidence that the superintendent 
has used every available means to improve the effi
ciency of the teacher in question without success, 

7, The 13Uper1ntendent shall, with the sid of 
such professional assistance as shall be available, 
select all text-books to be used in the schools. 

8, The superintendent shall, propose the sub.i ects 
to be taught, After approval by the board, he shall 
with such professional aid as may be available, pre
pare minimum courses of study, including therein state
ments of principles and aims, suggestive methods and 
lesson plans, 

9, The superintendent shall initiate all new 
policies, ·· 1n, The super intendant shall annually prepare the 
bud~et of expenditures and reoeipts for all department~. 
He shall recommend transfers of funds within the budn;et, 

11. The su11erintendent ~hall make reoommendations 
to the board for the erect ion of new bUildiUP;S ancl the 
alteration or improvement of' old buildinp,s. He sh1:1.ll 

Ibid,, p,91, -
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recommend the location and shall approve all plans 
and specifications for construction. 
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12. The superintendent shall recommend all 
apparatust supplies, and equipment purchased, and 
the speoirioations thereof to the board as a part 
.of the detailed budget. 

13. The superintendent shall prepare and submit 
to the board for approval by-laws prescribing the 
authority and responsibility of executive officers. 
He shall prepare

1 
rules for the government of super

visors, prinoip~s. teachers, and pupils. 
14. The superintendent shall report to the 

board on all important matters of administration. 
He shall make such reports as may be necessary to 
exhibit the efficiency of all departments. He shall 
direct the preparation of the reports of all sub
ordinate executive officers. He shall direct the 
records to be kept and reports to be made by prin~ 
cipals, supervisors, and teachers. 

The Teacher 

There are eight teachers employed in the system, The 

table on page 114 gives a good picture of eaoh of them as 

to school attended, major field, minor field, subjects now 

teaching, years of experience, years in the present system, 

and salary. 

The qualifications for teachers are high, ln the grade 

school only those teachers who hold tbree•year state or life 

certificates are aonsidered (with at least 60 hours of college 

work). Inexperienced teaohers are not considered. and their 

previous work must have been along the same linAa as that de· 

manded by the position for whiah they make applioation, 
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T.ABLE !V 

STATISTICS CONCERNING THI!: 'l'.illAGHERS JN THill DEHBY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

I·- _.., - ... 
Now :Years ~~acher School Ma,j or Minor Years in Salat·;y umber Attended Teaching Exp, Present 

System 

1 K·S·T•Ct Ed Su~t. 
Em~oria Science and· M~~· '7 5 $1575. 
B • •'32 Psy, 
lVi•S••37 Math. ScienGe 
K•S•T • c~ 

tfhy,Ed. 
Ind. Soc, Sa. 

2 Em~oria. A&ta Jnd,.A.rta 3 2 $112 5 B • •'34 S~c, Coach 
CA 

-~ ···-
English . 

3 w.u. Enilish 
l!§~tf~ Hist. Latin 19 2 $9§b Social 
1Vl•.A.• 134 Science 
K•S•T·C~ En.glish Pay, Soc, 

1 1 $900 4 Em~oria & & Science 
B • •'36 Social Comm, Com!. Scienoe 

K•S•C• Home So, Home Eo. 
5 Manhatt- Eo, & Music l l $990 

:t¥:s .. •36 ~usia 
~-'-1--· 

.. w.u • Eng. Hist, 6-7·8. 10 ~797, 6 Wichita 1 

-
w.u. lEd. Eng. 3-4-5, 9 5 :jp765, 7 Wichita 

F•U• Eng, Ed. l--2 5 3 :tli765, 8 Wiohita 
B .s.•33 -· 

Read Table Thus: Teacher n~ber 1, attended school at the 
Kansas State Teachers College, Emporia, Kansas. His ma.1 or is 
Soienoe, his minors are Education\ psychology and .ma·thematios, 
he has seven years teaching expe:r 1enoe, five of whioh have been 
in the present system, his· salary is $1576, Read the reruainder 
of the table in a like manner. 
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The high school teachers mul3t have a mai or or minor 

in the field of the sub,;ects tau~ht and. some work in that 

particular sub~ect. The community demands that all teach

ers be persons of good character and habits with an inter-

. est :in the affairs of the community, Jncidentally no 

married ladies are considered for teaching positions. 

The teacher tenure is not as high as it should be. 

The average tenure during the last ten yearf3 is 8, 5 years, 

This. is low and in the long r\lll has probably handicap-ped 

the school, The a"'rerage tenure for a school of this size 

or any size for that matter should be cons id.erably rnore 

than this, The sooner the board and. community realize tha.t 

a teacher grows more valuable to a sahool only as she r~rows 

with the school, the better for all aonoerne<l, 

The average number of pupils rer teacher in the grade 

school is twenty-three, and. in the high school is nineteen, 

1'his is neither too high nor too low, Nith groups of this 

size the teacher should be able to do her best work, 

.BJach htr;h ~ohool teaaher aonduots five olaR!1E~s daily, 

ln addition to th ir; each '1urcr·ld.f'3il~ a r1t.U1iy h~1.ll"' ''H!H}t~ 

the schedule j8 ba~od on the llonr pt3riotl, thi1 mean1 th:tt 

each te11cher haFl a full day. 



In the graQe school the primary teacher cares for 

two graQes, the intermeQiate teacher for three grades, 

anQ the principal for three graQes. This of oo\ll."se 

means that each teacher has a relatively fUll Qay con-

QUoting classes. 

Due to the full soheQule of the teachers • practi-

cally all pre par at ion • grading of papers, and. planning 

for new activities must be d.one before and after school. 

The teachers are requireQ to spenQ the hours from eight 

to four-thirty in the sohool. Thus due to the above and. 

to extra demands many hours each week must 'be spent on 

school work as ide from the regular school hours. 

The salaries of the teachers of Derby are about av

erage for the state but are slightly lower than the norm 

for this particular part of the state ~for similar sized 

schools). Perhaps the board would be wise in meeting the 

salaries of other progressive communities and thus better 

insure against the loss of good teachers who receive more 

attractive offers elsewhere. 

The Child 

During the past fifty years a great many changes have 

taken place in methods of trans.rortation, industry, eto. 
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These ohanges resulted :In more intimate relationships, 

and the problema of living with one another. Compulsory 

eduoation was the result and brought into being the school 

census. 

The sohool aensus is taken eaoh June by the clerk 

of the sohool board, The usual method of oolleot :ing these 

data is to oopy all names of youth still in the oommunity, 

whioh have been reoorded previously t and then vis it those 

families who are new or whose names have not been reoorded. 

These data inolude the names of the parents, and the year 

of birth, age, and sex, of the children. When oolleoted. 

it is sent by the olerk to the aoun.ty superintenclent who 

in turn sends a oopy to the. state superintendent. The 

superintendent of sohools sees a oopy only on request, 

This method is the all too oommon one that exists 

in most sohool distriots similar to Derby. When carried 

out in this way it has little or no direot value to the 

sohool. 

The oensus was originally used as the basis for dis

tr"ibiting s·tate or county funds (and at ill is to a oertain 

extent) • .A.s a result the census has oonsisted merely as 

a. head-ootmt to determine nU.tnbers, '~i'th the oensus being 

taken at stated. intervals and the results rarely, if ever, 
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used after this determ:ination has been made, The com

pulsory school law created a demand for accurat~ data 

concerning the district's child population and this 

demand certainly is not satisfied under present census 
11 methods. 

It is recommended that a continuous census or rea-

ord be kept of all children in the Derby District. 

188 

This would contain the name, age, and grade of the child, 

the name of the parents, their address, a statement re

garding the physical and mental condition of the child, the 

education of the pa~ents, home ownership, and perhaps 

nationality. This record should be kept on file in the 

super intendant• s office and regularly brought up to date, 

This information could be on either individual or family 

cards. Thus they would be at t~e disposal of both teachers 

and board members. 

The pupils of the Derby Schools, as a whole, appear 

to be a fine group of boys and girls. F'or the most part 

they are neat and aourteous. There is an exceedingly fine 

spirit of friendliness and aomradship between teaahers and 

11 A•B • Moehlman, A State S~tem of Ulli,fo:r..rn Opild 
Account in~. (State Department of E uoat10n, Lu.nl'l In~, J:1chig~m, 
1984), (ha,ter r;. 



pupils, The pupils are always more than willing to do 

their share in making a school function a suooess, 

ln order to understand whether the Derby Schools 

are ftmotioning properly or not it is necessary to make 

a stuay of the progress of the pupils through the school, 

To help ao this the table on the following page has been 

prepared giving an age~grade distribution, 

The average age at whioh a child enters the first 

grade in Kansas schools is about six years, However, some 

do not enter until seven years of a.ge, Thus in'a table of 

this type it is customary to regard children of six or sev

en years of age as normal for grade l, seven and eight years 

of age as normal for grade II, etc. .A. ohild of eight years 

of age in grade I is considered to be "average11 
, whereas, 

one of five years of age is considered as ''under-age" , and 

so on through the remainder of the grades, Thus with two 

years allowed each grade for normal-age • this really allows 

a child of six years nine years to finish the eight grades 

in the elementary school for normality. This is a liberal 

allowance but is the basis used tor most age-grade studies, 

The most unusual faot noted. in this table is that in 

the entire system there is only one oflae of over-a~eness 
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TABLE V 

.AGE- GraAe D ISTRJB UT ION OF ENROWtJ-11J:olT, 193 5-193 6 

Grades 
6 6 7 8 9 10 ll 12 .Jl3 14 15 16 17 18 Total 

l 9. 3 F; 

2 4 6 111 ----
3 "I 6 ·7 
4 "I 3 2 A 
5 0 2 -- '"7 

6 2 3 1 6 
7 2 4 9. ~ 

8 3 l 4 
~ -

I 
"" 13 2 9.9. 

II a 110 , I "'I~ 

III TI £ :3 !)f"'' 

JV 6 9 3 I 10 
~ 

Total 2 '1 "' ? A. 6 ·fi Fi '12 2~ 24 12 12 3 1ia 
Read table thus: There are two :f'ive year olds in the :first 
grade and three six year olds. Read the remainder of the table 

· In a l ike manner. 

and that only by one year. On the other hand, there are forty

nine pupils that are under-age. Thus as a basis of comparison, 

if the above table were computed in terms of per cent of the 

total enrollment it would be found that 73 per oent of the 

pupils are of average ... age, and 36 pet" flent are un.der•a.ge. The 

table also reveals that in no instance is the spread more th~ 

two years. This is entirely favorable to the Derby Sohools. 



CHAPTER IX 

THE Q,UALI~!Y OF JNSTRUCTION AND ACHlt~V~,~1N~' 01-' Ftlf:IL s 

The strength and. success of any school system derend~t 

to a large extent upon the cu.rricula of that school and 

upon the quality of the work done by the teachers, The 

value of the ourrioula depend.s upon its ability to care 

for the needs of the particular setup. (11he quality of 

the teacher's work is measured in how well trained the 

pupils are in working with the above independently. 

The Courses of Study 

The State Board of Eduoation prescribes the ~:~;eneral 

courses of study for the schools of Kansas, However, this 

course may be somewhat mod.ified and adapted to the needs 

of the locality. There is much useless subject matter 

that should be eliminated. The state course of study is 

now being studied and worked upon and many changes have 

been mad.e. 

The new social studies units have given the teachers 

an opportunity to make the .work more produotiY't and, atapt .. 

able. The Derby elemen ta:t'y teachers are try ina, to <H'Irre

late this work with the needs and. conditions of the oouu-



nity. No oourse of instruction 1n the public gahot-,1" 11 

oomplete that does not give the child a clo,6 :~ Anor"l 

definite knowledge of his immediate environment, 

The Derby High School offers a toto.l of tn~nty

courses in t~e fields of: illrlglish and. Litaratul:"e, 

Languages, l\IJ.athematios, Soience, Commaroe, SooiHl 

Speech, Home Eoonomios, !ndustrial ;ll"ts, fmd In!trumental 

and Vocal lVlus ic. ln. as muoh as pot:tr:~ ible, every eUort h 

being made to relate the instruction to the liftlil w'hioh 

surrounds the pupil. 

~ study of the graduates of Darby Hi~h Sohool re 

the faot that during the past six years slightly lea~ 

twenty- five per oent of the grad.uatea have entered institu

tions of higher learning. .A. large number remain i:n the 

immediate oommtmity. The old idea of preparation for 

oollege is being displaced by an educational progrru~ that 

looks toward a oomplete living in the oon:wn.mity. 1'h1a idea 

is being developed extensively in the Indust!"ial JU"tl ~d 

Home Eoonomios departments. Other departments I'JU"& 

ally falling in line, but are -progressing more erwly, u 

in many oases the problem of "how to do it• im a 

diffioul t one. 

It is recommended that einoe sto many ot' 



from the high sohool, spend the remainder of their lives 

on the farm, that, if it is ever possible, a course in 

vooational agrioulture be added. Surely it would be a 

useful and important phase in the educational program. 

lntelligenoe of the Pupils 

ln order that a study of this kind be oomplete, it 

is neoessary to know the quality of the pupils with whioh 

the study conoerns itself, This like all measuring de

vices must be done by means of comparison with some ori

terion or standard. This was aooomplished by the use of 

standardized intelligenoe tests and the results measured 

or interpreted in terms of the norms for these tests whioh 

had been established through previous testing. 

The intelligence tests selected were those whioh the 

author and Dr, H·E• Sohrammel, Head of the Department of 

measurements of the Emporia State Teaohers College, Emporia 

I~saa, felt were the best for eaoh particular group, In 

the. primary grades the Pintner-CUD.ningham Primary l!ental . 

Tests were used. rn the intermediate and upper grades the 

Henmon-Nelson Tests for Mental A'bilit:L,. Form l3, and in the _ ................. ;;.;.,;;..;,;;,;;;..;.;;;;;.. ,;;;;,..;;;..,.;.....;..;... - ... 
high sohool the revised form of the .f¥m'l ~pha were WU-'d• 

The tests were given during the week of February 2 5 

to February 29, and under the direotion of the author. !!'he 



tests were scored by the author and men1bers of the faoul ty, 

All interpretations were made by the author, 

T.ABLJlJ VI 

DISTR]3UTION OF nTTELLIGENCE Q.UOTimNTS OF PUPJLS .A.CCORDJNG 

TO GRADES JN ELEN.ENT.A.RY .AND HIGH SCIDOLS 

I··~· ll!1f'!triP.1i"bn:ov Snhn'"' h'fr /1-yowqoc:t 

Hi§h ~ohool 
y Years 

l p 3 4 R h '? A T II III TIL 

13() to 134 l 1 

12 5 to 12q 1 1 l 1 

120 to 124 2 1 l ?. 

115 to 119 3 9. . 9. .4. 9. c::; 1 

110 to 114 2 1 3 l 2 1 2 5 1 2 

10 5 to 10Q 1 1 ] 9. 3 5 5 3_ 

104 1 " 
, 1 9. 1 ~ .4. Ion to .J 

96 to 99 1 l 3 
, " 9. ., 

1 , , , ? 1 
90 to j94 

86 to 89 1 , , 
80 to R4 1 l ?i , 
'7 5 to ?Q 1 _L 1 

70 to 74 1 1 -

Read table thus: one pupil in the first grade and one pupil 
:ill the third grade had an r.,~. wld.oh wa~ between 1311 and 134. 
Read the remainder of the table in a 1 ike manner • 



Table VI shows that the range of I·,~., • s fnr thE~ 

elementary grades is from 72 whioh indicatEHt abil j.ty 

considerably below average (borderline) to 13'~ whioh 

indiaates ability that is quite super jor, It is al8o 

noted that the two extrmes lie within the same class, 

l'~q 

The high school shows about the same range with the low 

being 74 and the high 129. The median I·~· for the ele· 

mentary grades is 107.5 and for the high school is 1n7,1, 

For the purpose of ftll"ther study Table VII han been 

prepared which shows the medians ofthe intelligence quo" 

tients of the different grades. 'l'he highest median is 

found in the sixth grade with 114.5, and the eighth 

T.ABLJlJ VII 

CLASS MEDIANS OF JN~'.ELL!GENCE Q,UO'l'IEN'l'3 AHH.l\.UG.H:D 

ACCORD JNG TO GRADJGS AND Y.WAR8 

_......_~ ___ ._. __ _... ------
Grades Elementary Sohool Years High School 

Medians J;iedians _,_,_..... __ 
-·,--·--·----

1 10 5 I 108,0 
2 114 
3 102 II 109,0 
4 96.5 

106.~ 5 112 III 
0 114,5 

IV 100,0 7 110 
8 87 

Read table thus: The first ~rade ha{\ a .. ol!.:tAs median of ln !>, 
while the first year of high school hat:l ~" olas~ mod:ie:n. o! 
loa, Head the remainder o:f the table in n. l ik11 w uttt~ . .r • 

------------.... ~ 
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author through oomparison with the afore-mentioned norms 
' . 

For the first three grade~ the .l!lvery !:,1Jpil Prim~ 

Aghieveme~t, Form B was used, The authors of the test 

were Kathryn Kayser and Dr, H·E· Sobrammel. The test 

aonaists of six parts: arithmetioal oomputation, ~ead

ing, sentence spelling, word knowledge, sentence under· 

standing, and paragraph comprehension, 

The following table presents the Derby median and 

the Kansas median for various grades, also the range for 

Derby and for Kansas, 

TABLE VIII 

MEDIAN CLASS SCORES AND RANGE OF sqoRES ON PRn&Y 

A.CHlEVEMENT TE3T FOR ELDENTARY SCHOOL .AND '3TATE 

Grade Derby State 

1\J!Ad 'fs:a'l"' Range .• Median Ranae --· 
I 25 10 to 41 24 0 to 67 

II 53 12 to 77 55 11 to 117 

III 88 ro to 94 82 19 to 117 

-Read table thus: In the Primary A.ohie'Vement Test the 
median soore for the Derby first grade was 2 5 and the 
range of scores was 10 to 41, whereas the median for 
the state was 2 4 and the range 0 to 67, Read the re• 
mainder of the table in a like manner, 
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It will be noted from Table VIII that Derby ranked 

slightly above the State medians in ea.ah ~ada •. The 

range is also smaller in each oa.se due to the small nUJn-o 

bar in eaah class. So slight is the difference in the 

Derby medians that the three grades would. probably be 

classed as average and. the pupils as doing average work. 

1n the fourth to the eighth grades the New Stanford. -
Achievement Tests were used. The authors of the tests 

are: Truman L· Kelly, Giles M• Ruoh, and Lewis ~. Terman. 

The tests are composed of ten parts~ They are: 

1. Paragraph :Meaning 
2. Word 11/Jaan ing 
3 •. Dictation 
4. Language Usage 
5. Literature 
6. History and Civios 
7 • Geography a. Physiology and Hygiene 
9. Arithmetic Reasoning 

10. Arithmetio Computation 

1n the tables that follow, numbers will be used to 

indicate that parttoular part of the test and will oorre

spond to the test number as oited above. 

rn these tables the pupils actual soore is given for 

eaoh test and also his average saore for the entire test. 

This average score is then :Interpreted (through the WJe 

of the norms provided by the Bureau) in terms of the pupill 

------·~ 
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average grade equivalent and average age equivalent, 

For the purpose o t' further study and oompar is on the 

pupil's aotual age is given, also the olass median 

and test median on eaoh test and equivalent, 

Table IX shows that the fourth grade ranked below 

the State median on Tests 1 1 3, 5, 7, 9, and. 10, but 

TABLE IX 

SCORES lwl.A.DE BY lJJ.ElVJB ERS OF THE FOURTH GRADE ON THE 

STANFORD A.CHIEVEME.N'T TESTS 

Av A.v, Pupil Test ~umber trota G:rad.e E~~~ Number 1 2 ~ \4 -!I\ F. ~ ~ IQ l1n A.v, jEquiv 

l ?A 6R gq q? f. A. s::\9. 40 4A. 1~1 f..? 6] A..A 10.() .. 
2 23 43 28 94 37 20 22 23 26 61 38 3.3 .9.0. 

' ' 

3 [9 ?P. 28 9l. on r;A. IR6 AA ffi f..l I]() fi .. n 11-. ']? 

' 

4 54 03 22 93 53 54 49. 4R 126 56 51 4 1 1n n 

5 52 64 27 qo 8'7 86 :9.9. 181 B3 f..l sg 4. Q lln t 

6 69 62 29 8? 23 19:3 70 88 42 62 62 5 .. n 10 ll 

Olass 
Median 57 64 28 94 63 178 ~46 165 3? 61 62 4.Q LlO,..jt 

Test 
Median 69 68 69, 62 62 62 60' 62 sq 62 62 4 .. 9 lln .n •I 

Pu~il 
Ao ua. 

At:re 

_g ... _g 

!lo_-_a 

11.-2_ 

11n-5 

Ill-'~--

g .. g 

~"L 

Read table thus: Iil the fourth grade pupil number one l!ad.e 
a soore of 78 on test number one. The olaas medjrm waR b7 
and the State median was 6q, Read the relnainder of' the table 
in a like manner, 



the total average aoore was the same as that of the 

State. Espe-aially were the fourth grade below in di<l"' 

tation which probably was the result of lack of muoh 

work along that line. On the other hand, the fourth 

grade were much higher than the State in language usa~e 

showing considerable achievement along that particular 

line. It should also be remembered here that this grade 

ranked second from the bottom in general intelligence. 

TABLE X 

SCORES MADE BY THE Aiili:.IvSEH.S 0~' ~'HE Fili'~'H GHJ\.0.1!: ON THt!; 

STANFORD ACH!EVEMEN'l' TESTS 

Total A.v Pupil .A.v. qra4~ Nu.lnber Test Number Equ . " , .2 ' 3 A 5 6 2._ 8 _9_ 10 
' 

~" 

1 78 68 89 lfY3 11"\f\ 193 ln7 8~ _8_5 94 86 7 7 

?. 81 27 33 11n 73 85 111 79, 72 79 78 6,7 

3 7r;;. ~) 79 35 89 34 77 108 95 78 85 ?1"1,3 6_~'?. 

A. 84 83 35 lf"\8 97 93 lf\6 96 62 7~ ,) 8'1,9 7 t . ,.} 
5 lln6 L2.l 33 112 95 88 115 91 65 ?f) 8? 7.7 

.A.v. 

A.ff1 IJ5q v. 

13 Jl .. c 
1" .s 

11,9 

l::S .1 

!'W3 

.f· up :U 
Aotuci 

19-ll 

11'\-($ 

~-1'\ .. lf"\ 

l~"-t 

[f' ... lr'> 

6 73 7n 38 8.2_ 81 84 9_2_ 8§. u8 08 78 ~9 l3.,~,.t .. ~i'~§ ,.,,,,,.,,,.,,.,.,,,~ 

!1. 66 ~'n 130 __g_a f-.'7 loR ~f?. i23. 1?.: '7~ I4Q ~·· 1 l!l t tl_ r\1;-~f' 

Olasa 
~led ian 73 75 33 100 7? 84 ~!"'8 87 78 79 7B ~;-~:). l J!~~ ~f''"'fL 

Test 
~1edian 

7.3 [_?3 73 73_ 173 l73_ ... _'Z3_ l2:.L rlj_ Lz'j, 17.2.. ~.' ~ -:2-· ... ..,_ """" lfl !1 ,;,.,..., 1'h''' "-
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According to Table X the fifth grade medians were all 

higher than the State medians with the exception of Teat 

numbers 3 and 9. Here again it is found that the class is 

considerably below the average in dictation. ~he total 

ar.eage median of the class is 78 as compared to '71 i'ol:' 

the State. The table also shows that the gracle equiv

alent is one full year above the State, ancl that the age 

equivalent is almost two years above the State median ana. 

is two years above the actual ages of the pU'rils. 

By stuclying Table XI it is found that the medians of 

the sixth grade rank above the State medians exoe~t on 

Tests 3, 4, and 7. Here the highest ranking test is num

ber 3 or dictation. This would seem to verify the assump

tion that the fourth and fifth gracle teacher has neglected 

the use of dictation in. her work. The median of the total 

average of the sixth grade is 87 as compared to 81 :for the 

State. Thus the average grade equivalent of this class 

is ten months above that of the State, 
The average age 

equivalent nine months above the State, and one year and 

five months above the actual a~es. Table XI will be 

found on the following r>a.ge. 



TABLE XI 

SCORE~3 Iv1ADE BY THll: 1\!lF.JVJB 1m3 OJ!' ~'Hffi S!X'.CH GRAD!£ ON ~'HE 

ST.ANF'ORD ACHTEVEivlEl\llJ.' ~f.lt~S1'S 

Pupil Test Number Tot a" 
AV. Av. 

Grntle? .Age 
Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 '7 8 9 11"\ 

A.v, Equiv Equh 

1 66 73 :1n4 54 144 66 6'7 81 183 '75 713 6 11.11"\ 

2 95 96 92 1Nl 196 94 10'7 95 10£: 88 97 9 14 .. 9 

3 88 194 104 58 '75 183 8'7 7'3 83 93 83 7 .. 1 1·~~ l!"\ 

4 10?, 192 110 66 8'7 192 ln6 gn ln3 ~n3 ;gb 1 8.8 14.6 

5 <n 97 1110 85 :69 185 75 7B 9_0 '72 R5 .. 2 7 .. 4 : 1'3 .2 

(; _gg 86 1108 92 ;76 185 78 78 88 94 88 7.8 13.7 

Glass 
.rv .. edian q:3 q3 lln6 76 75 185 79 184 89 BE 87 7. 6 13,4 

Test 
Iv.tedian Rl '81 81 81 81 81 8_1 18_1 81 8l 81 6.8 1:3.7 

fP.ut i1, 
AO ua. 
· Age 

13 8 

11 .. 11"\ 

11-6 

11-5 

12 

ll_~t_lJ 

11-ll 

Read table thus: In the sixth grade pupil number one made a 
score of 66 on test number one, The class median was 93, !l.'he 
test score for the State was 81, Read the rema:inder of the 
table in a like manner, 

Table Xll, on the following page, sijows that the seven• 

th grade medians are below those of the State in only two 

instances, Tests 3 and 5, ana. there by only ~ne point, The 

total average median is 9 5,8 whereas that of the State is 89, 

U.'his gives the grade an a'rerage p,rade equivalent of ,9 year 
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TABLE Xll 

SCORES IvLA.D.E BY THE lll.lE.IViBERS OF THE S~VENTH GH.AO!~ ON Till!: 

ST.ANF'ORD ACI·IIEVIDidllNT T~ST S 

Pu il Av Av. IPupi 
lif~be Test Number Tota.J Gra~e Age Aot~ 

1 2 · 3 ·· ·4 5 6 7 8 9 1o Av. Equi\IEquiv Age 

1 lf"l 5 1® 84 113 87 l00118J.l1 12211310 5 9.37 16.16 12- ~ 

2 tln4 99 83 92 97 100~13 99 9€ 8f 96.E8,98 ~5.5 1:3-€ 

3 9 5 93 8 5 78 81 94 83 88 lO'itJ.oo 90 .. ~18.12 ~3.98 14-~ ·- -~~.:.::+-:::::...::...~ 

4 101 ln~loll114 1nr Q2123~14lln3 gtJI1n4 E:9 .. 64 16 .. 38 10.-A 

5 g 5 Q() R8 54 79 AA '7?\ B 5 ?t'J Bl 76. 66. ffi 1" .. 2 14-S 

6 ttn 5 qq IR?.. 8 5 i7q Cll q::s q 5 ll.nf"' R3 ql 17 54. .• U 19-, 

7 tun 1orl1no R5 qq Cl7tll4 1onn3 96 n0 Jlq 36 tl.5.6 1?.-J 

R ~n? QF. 04 lf'li RR '!Ollill. qg 10'7 ?1 Q'~ ~R m 14. 7 13-~ 

Class 
lVledia!i n~ a a 88 89 88 93109 97 103 90 9 5.E8. 79 15,80 12-t:; 
Test 

IJ.led ian RQ gq IRq gq 'Rq IN RQ R9 89 89 89 17 . 9 1:1.2 .. 9 
Read table thus: In the seventh grade pupil number one made 
a soore of 10 5 on test number one. The class median was 103 
and the test saore for the State was 89, H.ead the remainder 
of the table in a like manner. 

above the State median. ~l.lhus the average age equivalent 

median is 8.3 years above that of the State, 

According to Table Xlll the e ip;hth grade meclians ranked. , 
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1\AB LE Xlll 

SCORES Ivl.A.DJ£ BY :MEl'vSERS Oli, THE EIGHTH Gltlill.H: ON THill 

S~'ANlTQRJ) ACHIHNJilllitli.!N~' TES'l'B 

------------ -- -~.,..._,..,.. 
,, ____ 

A v f ~~~~ u~ u~ Pupil Test Number Tota Graa.E g Ao ual 
Number 

- -· __ .. ____ ..,. 
·· Av, Equi,Equ~vA.ge 

1 9 3 4 "-=-~ 6 7 8 19 1C '" r--
, __ - ,__.....,._,....,._ -- -

1 a- 84 84 81 71 83 67 87. 59 EE ?5.8 §.1..!'3l 18 .. 2 16-7 

2 10~ 107 97 78 88 103 b.11 l!g lOC 61 llQn .. 6 9 .. 2~ b. 5. ~ tl.4 -
3 10~ ll.06 ~O_? 96 91 10 E ~04 11J 1H Sf ~1.7 9 .. 4£ 1§.S ~'~3-6 --- f!:_ _____ 

4 91 100 85 95 ?5 ¢.0~ _'Q..7. , .. 1Q..2 ilo2 IBf ..2a._6 8 ~ 114.2 .4-? 

Class 
Median 

t!J&. 9.., 
-·--!. J._~ 88 82 103 96 10'1 tuu lafi q .nP b Q._t; IL-4=-L---

Test 
1V1edian _?._f: 9 5 9 5 ~5 9 5 9 5 9 5 9 E 9 ~~ 5 .9 5 8.9 114.1 ___ .... _, ______ ·--;!...:'_;; --~ --

Read table thus: In tbe eighth grade pupil number one made a 
score o·f 8 5 on test number one, The o1ass median was 9? and 
the test soore for the State was 95, Read the remainder of 
the table in a 1 ike manner. 

below the State medians in Tests 3, 4, 5, and 10. However, 

the total average was one point above that of the State caus

ing them to rank slightly higher in average age equivalent 

and average grade equivalent. 

Thus in every instanoe it is found that the Derby total 

average median is equal to or above the :3tate total average 

median. This indicatef:l that aohievement in the Derby .i!lle• 

menta.ry Schools, on the whole, is above that of the State, 
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Jn the hif3:h school five tests were selectE~d that would 

give a oompar is on of the several gra<lee. l'he8e tec:;t3 werH 

of a general nature and could. be r-;iven to everyone in the 

high school, thus allowing for a comparison of the progrer:~s 

of the various years. The tests were: (1) Barrett .. a.yan 

Eng1 ish Test, :B'orm X; ( 2) Spelling ( H .. B.. Schramme1 and Vera 

Davis); (~) Vocabulary ( H .. b: .. Schrammel and Vera Davis); ( 4) 

Kansag Arithmetic ~est (H,.J.l!., Schrammel, Ivdldred Peak, md 

Dod.ds 1l'urner); ( 5) Thorndike-lVicCall rlead.ing Scale, F'orm 3 • 

F'or the purpose of stud.y and. comparison graphs have 

been made of the individ.ual pupil's scores showin~ the 

State median and the class med.ian. 

A study of Figures 9, 10, 11, and. 19., reveals that 

on the Barrett-Ryan Jmgl ish Test the sophomore class alone 

has a median above that of the State. The sophomore median 

is also above that of the .i unior class. Al thou~h there is 

an inarease in the med.ian scores from the fr.:.:Jshman class 

to the senior class there is a stronp; probability that this 

department is relatively weak on the material covered in 

this test. 

F'igures l::S, 14, 15, and 16 show that all claw~ea 

except the senior class ranke<l above the :)tate m8clian in 

Spell in g. Here aga jn the so-rhomore class htts t'l. m8cl ian 
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Scores of the members of the Senior Class on the 3chrammel· 
Davis Spelling Test.-- Class lli•edian; _,.. ....... Test .&.edi:l..n. 
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above that of the State,. 11he sophomore med1.:.m is oU.ghtly 

above that of the senior class. 

In the vocabulary test O'i~ures 17, 18, 19, and ~~"') 

the freshmen and sophomores ranked above the ~3tate median,. 

The .i uniors ranked one point below and. the ~eniors a~ajn 

ranked considerably below the 3tate. ~Phe sorhomore.<:J here 

again rank in the highest median,. 

In arithmetic ( li'igures 81, 88, '?.3, and 8 4) oomp:'ir iF~ons 

were made with the eighth gra.de meclir.ms s inoe nornw were 

not complete for the hio;h school,. il:ach class ranked eon-

s iderably above the eighth grade median for 1:\ansas but 

there was no great margin between the median:1 of the varioun 

classes,. It is noted. that the freshmen and .1 uniors have al

most identical medians, but the sophomores still continue to 

lead the n;roup,. It is also noted that the seniors ranked 

comparatively higher on this test than on those previously 

discussed. 

F'or the purpose of still further oompar is on, esTJeoially 

on the bar:~ is of specific sub,jeot matter, the ~l. PJ::t:..i~ 

Scho~.G£~hii? ~'ests, published and distributed by the Krmsas 

:3tate Teachers College of J:i:mpor j.a, Kansas, were used.. 1.l.1he 

results of these tests are pictured in ~'able XIV, .Aooordine:r, 
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Ti\BLE XIV 

CO]J1P ARISON OF' IvLED JAN SCOrtE:8 AL\I.D RANGE OJ!' 3CQ,{J~·3 lH 111GB 

Sub.jeats 1==-~~---
edian Range lliLedian Range ...,__ ______ ---- ---~-++--------.:::__ ___ ----.:f 

~-.~.-~~.fns__ .. ___ __2a_ ____ ..fa:.2.6~··-+-f--.....-J..:..:.--.....:.o:....:~"'---

~ ......... a:tr;'t_._. ___ §_§ _____ §!-.J:0 §...-.++----=-6.;;..5 ___ ::;:...::;...;;:;..;..... 

·-~~w~. _.a&.LtZ.-++-~~"'--~.-...~L.;;..I;.4..~..-__ ~t::.-~ 

. 6.4... ___ £i1::.llL ... _.-2..w..8 ---J~;;ou.._--t.U.o~ 

II :.27 aQ _____ a2.:..J.J',...__~---i 

31-55 40 -64 

Am. l-Iistor 101 _7_6:J:l8_·-H----::.9.::...9 __ 2,..;;._;:..5-...;;1;...;;4_;;5 __ ...;;5:..:..?~ 

Constitution 60 fB .. 71 60 23-98 ' -·--·-·--~-- --.+-&------__;.--------
Head table thus: The Derby med.ian in fhysics was 98 while 
the State median for the same subject was 70, This ~ives 
the Derby class a. percentUe ranking of 100, which means 
that they rankea. higher tr1an lf'f'% of the schools in the 
State :in that particular aub,jeot., The lowest Physics grad.e 
in the Derby class was f9 and the highest 98 as oom11ared. to 
29 as the lowest in the State with 98 as the hir:r,hest, 
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to' this table all classes in whiah tests were usea.. rankeCI. 

on or above the State median with the exception of tYTJin~r, 

and stenography. 

one fact worthy of comment was that the physics class 

made the highest rank:inp; in the State. Also several of the 

other classes ranked :in the 7nth, 80th, and. 9(')th percentiles. 

The fact that the two commerce classes ranked below 

the Kansas medians would. indicate that that parti.cular 

department was weak. However, since those particular tests 

dealt with skills, errors might have been the result of ex

citement and. nervousness. 

From the results of the tests given there is eviCI.ence 

to warrant the statement that in s~eoific subject matter the 

Derby High School ranks hir.;her than does the median high 

school in Kansas on the achievement tests given. 



CHAPTER X 

EDUCATIONAL EXPEND!TUHES 

At a time when schools are handioappe~ through lack 

of funds, the financial status of the ~iatriot is a source 

of much con cern. 

The fact that the cost of education has, during the 

last twenty years been greater than ever before, is well 

knovvn. !n past years this increase in CO·St WaS probably 

due to the rapid growth of the schools. Today too many 

people are prone to criticize the increased coat of ed~ 

cation in terms of cost rather than the results. They 

seldom take the time to realize what the cost or con

ditions might bet if ·.there were no schools. Ignorance 

can be, and is, much more costly than ed.ucat ion. Iv.oney 

spent for schools is an investment for citizenship. The 

financial problem of e~uoation is not how cheaply the 

sohool!3 may be operate~. but how wisely 1:he school rev

enues are expended. Good schools can not be maintained 

cheaply but the money can be spent wisely. 

The Derby Educational Needs 

The educational investment of a community cannot be 

.; udged in terms of cost alone but rather by a comparison 

with its educational needs. .A.s hB.s been pointed out in a 
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previou::; chapter 
9 

only a small -per oen t of l>erby p;radua tes 

are able to attend college ) . 'l'hu...~, it would seem that t?very 

educational adva.nta~:,e possible should be granted to tho!1(~ 

attending the local schools, F'or the purpose of' further 

comparison the other schools of Sedgwick County have been 

selected, These schools are similar to Derby in res?ect 

to -population, type of school or-gani•!.ation, and community 

characteristics. 

In order to show specifically the educational need 

of the community, the table on the following page is given 

to show the enrollment and the averar;e daily attendance in 

the grade and high school since 1914. 

A study of this table shows that the enrollment in 

the grade school is subject to considerable fluctuation 

from year to year, but that a continual increase or de

crease is not to be expected. It would seem that the 

grade enrollment would probably con:t;inue to be between 

sixty and eighty-five, 

The high school has shown some increase since 192£'1, 

having practically doubled its enrollment. However, 

Table XV indicates that the enrollment is now relatively 

stable and that on the average about aeventY""five to eightY"" 

:five can be expected to enroll in hip;h school. 'l'h i~ would 

seem to infer that there will be no neoeasity t·or pl~Ulf1 



l6b 

]!NHOLlJv.llliT .Al'ifD AVERAGE DAILY ATT.ill.NDANC.f!i O:F' 1£Hl~ DJ:1Jil3Y 

SCHJOLB F'ROivt 1915 TO 193 5 

.......~--'~,...,.,-· . ......-..- ..... ,---_____ _._,..., ~::,:., _. ___ ... -----· 
Year Grades High 3ohool 

...... -----~-,-·- ......... -.-
Av. Daily Av. Daily 

rollment . Attendance Enrollment Attendance 
-- ··------·-·-·----·-· 

1915 73 53 42 :54 

1916 68 62 ro 42 

1917 70 E2 49 4'3 

1918 86 54 E2 44 

1919 59 49 41 '37 

1920 f:8 53 54 48 

1921 85 64 42 34 

1922 92 75 60 48 

192'3 70 62 m 48 

1924 87 65 6'3 55 

192 5 75 67 76 71 

1926 6'3 51 81 76 

1927 67 64 81 '72 

1928 74 70 79 '70 

1929 75 64 83 '74 

1930 86 69 84 76 

1931 76 66 87 82 

19'32 71 65 90 8:3 

19'33 65 57 83 75 

1934 60 55 'Z$. 74 

67 61 84 76 
193 5 
eaa: table t;hus: rn i;ne' year 19J 5 -there were -73 pupils 

enrolled in the grade school with an average daily atten~ 
dance of f.l3. !n the same year there were 42 pupils en· 
rolled in the high sohool with an average daily attendanoe 
of 34. Read the remaind.er of the table :In a like manner. 

-plrmn being macle for expa.nEd.on ·due to a.n increased enroll

ment. In other wordA, as far n~ enrollment iA oonoerned 
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the cost of running the school should remaJn relatively 

constant. An examination of Table XVI indicates a verif:l.• 

T.ABLE XVI 

EACH YEAR FRO~ 1920 TO 1935 

-==============--==---·---·-··~·-·-=·=-=·--=-=====t ~ ---- ;.;w.-~--------
Year Mila Total Supt.•s 

_ _._S:r.;::~!Y-~-

cation of the above atatement. 2-'his tr-tble leads to the a::u:rump

tion that the approximate cost of :running the school~1 will be 
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within the vicinity of $12,000 to $14,000 per year. The 

large drop in cost in 193 4 was due to the large out in 

salaries, es-pecially that of the superintendent. It is 

noted that in this year the total cost of runnjng the 

s ohool was less than the amount that was usually paid 

for salaries. A1 though salaries are on the incline, the 

table indicates that it will probably be several years 

before they return to their previous level. 

The Expenditure of the 2.1aX Dol1ar 

The educational needs of a community should determine 

the amount of money that a community spends on its schools. 

However, the resources govern to a certain extent t~ a

mount that can be spent. The percenta~ of the tax dollar 

that is spent on the schools i6 an indication of the rela

ti.ve value which the community places upon the education of 

their children. 

The county records are of such a nature that the ex

penditure of the tax dollar can be shown without too much 

calculation. Figure 'XXV pictures the expenditure of the 

tax dollar for the years 193 5 and 193 6. 

An examination and a compari~on of the two circle 

graphs on li1 ir:;ure XXV reveals that the percentage of the 



tax dollar spent for sohoola in thf3 Darby d.i~ tr1ot lowered 

over eight per cent from 193 5 to 1906. ~Phe oharts from 

whitlh these tables were oompiled revealed the f,"lot that 

in 193 5 the total tax levy in Derby amount~d to ~~6.44 
per one thousand dollar valuation and in 193 6 the total 

tax levy was i2 5.03 per one thou.'3and dollar valuation. 

This, as is pictured in ~'able XVI! shows that in 

193 5 the amount of taxes spent on the sohool wa.I'J i>lfl.ln 

T.ABLf!! XV!I 

A COlViP ARISON OF 1'HE ~~O~f.l.t\L A.lv.OUN~J.l OF' lv. !1'~ VNit!;J) NI:l'!I 'l' H:~ 

1\.I\ilOUNT LEVIED FOR GENERAL PUHP0'3~;~ .li'Oit ~J.IJH!; Y~1Ji..i3 

193 5 AND 193 6 ( FO,{ CJCHOOL1 ) 

School 
Tot~1 Mils Levied for 

Sohool·Purposes 
(General + Bond ) 

Amotmt Levied f'or 
eral i3chool Purpoge s 

3 6 193 5 193 5 19 l.h. S'' Derby 10, 16 7 • E15 

l 



:Per one thousand dollar valuation, whore:l:J in l9"~L witl1 

lower cotmty levy the amotu1t S'fient on tlln r1chon1.-: ·Nrl.'1 

4~7.ED per one thousand dollar valuation, or a 

approximately twenty- five per cent. On th:.} o 

amount used for ooooty pur-poseR incre:H?.sed. from.tb.'~? in 

193 5 to ~7.98 for 1936. Thus the burden of taxat dur 

l 

the past year did not lie with the schools, but ra , w:t·~h 

the co 1.ID. t y. 

No attempt will be rnade to exnlain the vt:triou::~ other 

phases of ex:pendi ture of the tax dollar. However, a ~1 

comparison of the two circle graphs on I1'igurc XXV on 1ho 

expenditure of the tax: dollar will reveal that tlu:~ levy 

for the Sta. te, Barnes Hi~h School. and Hookford 1l.'o·nn~hi'P 

remained relatively constant, Q~here is a slight drop in the 

levy for the city of Derby, It is noted that the levy :for 

the schools was only 7,89 per cent more than that for the 

city. Incidentally the Derby city levy was next to the low-

est in the cotm ty, 

In order to compare on the same basis the educational 

investment of Derby with that of other Sed~wiok Gotmty 

Cities, Table XVIII has been -prepared, 

This table shows tht"lt .Derby apendA 1?,9.9€· per ot~nt c1i 

the tax: dollar for sohool pU!'pOSEHJ, FUld is tht' geoond 

ing city in the county in this reflpeot, 'J
1

he ~nrera~f'~ !or 
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the group is 82, 66 per cent, which means that Derby spends 

7,3 per cent more of the tax dollar for education than does 

the average. 

T.ABL.l!.: XVIII 

RAT 10 OI'' TOTAL TAX RATE '1'0 H.A.'l'E E'OH EDUCA1' IO.N AL PUrlPOSE3 

lli TEN SEDGWICK COUNTY CIT!F~S 193 6 

=====-=-=' ·===-=·=-=-==-==-==.' . '~:::.==-"''------...---' 
City Total Tax School Tax Per Gent 
--~~----~~e .. ~_Mils. ______ _.R=a.~~-~~m~~~l.~~lM~---·--.. -----·-··-·-·-·-··-·..--··· 

1\l;..:t,..._l:Jo.:p.e__ :.2 2 • 1 ('\ . -
h -----l~a~.~~·--~---------~~~l~,7~4L---

______ z o. Q;i_, __ -· --·----:ZL..e•"""m....._ ___ ~2 .... 91-4.~9.L._ 

~;g,J,vane , _ __.,3:,:1...,..~Q~~-------.i19~ .. !e.t.,;a~.~..._. __ ----·~.6Q.__ 

~C==-l~e a::::;r:...w:.:..';a:::..t:::.:::e:..::r ____ _..:3::.:.D;.A·.a-.::9:..::~--~---·---· ·-·------.::~~ .. ~!l~P --------::.:~u'l ...... ~Q2"'---

YalJ.~~ .Qent~r ~~ ... &. a. 'Zo _al.9..6 .• 

Go~dar~ -----~---m~.~s~g---------------------------~g~·~oo~----~-l~e~.~s~g~-

Maiz~ 2~.~2---~·--·-----------------~~~lkq~~---·-----··--------~1~2 •• ~~~R---·--
Yiola ____ . ___ ,;? 6,32 6,.nQ_____ _;1,,6_..~2-- .... 

!3 5,~4 ~.gn .. _ ....... ll.9~ 

Garden Plain.·-·. 28,.ll--·--·u···a.ao . - ..... lJ ,39 .. ~-·. 
Read ta. ble thuat' For the year 19:; 6 MountHopeiit'Ot'al-tax
rate :In mila was !32,l.n, while the school tax rate was 13,40 
mils, thus showing that 41,74 per oent ot the total tax ratt 
was used for educational purposes, Read the remainder of 
the table in a like manner, 



Ibwever, the Table also shows that, whereas, Derby is 

next to the high ranking city in per cent oi' the tax dollar 

spent for schools it ranks next to the bottoru in the total 

tax rate. Also that it ranks sixth in the school tax rate. 

Thus it appears that the high per cent rate id due to the 

low total tax rate. 

Another factor which would enetr into the above ia 

shown in Table XJX whioh shows that Derby has the lowest 

DISQ:'RICT VALUATION .A.ND VALUATION FEd PUPIL ENH.OLLBD lN 

SCOOOL TI~ SEDGNICK COUN~'Y CITlillS li'Od. ~'Hill Yl!!AR 193 6 

,'3ohool Valuation of Valuation "Per 

DistriQt pu:n i1 mnrolled , . 

Vallel Center ~1, 614, 784 

l.V1ount Hope 1. f02,288 

Mulvane 1, 44'3 ,n 57 3,986.3 5 

lV1aize 1, 44'3 2 n 57 

Clearwater 

...;G..;;.o_d_d.;.;.ar._a. ______ ._:::.1 z.:.1 (');;...:· 5:::.;5:.z.r..::4;::.;61::..__ ____ ... 

y1o 1!3; .. _ -···-·--__ 9::_42z; .. ·~;..~.,-=4;.;;;.5,.;;;.6 ___ _ 

Gardel?:._.~in ___ sn41 41',4 •. ~~.63~ ?.?_. ·-~---· 
Cheney 7~7 • 4'33 4 1 1~~·---· __ 

Dl!lRBY 6941 7,;3 51ln8._33 , .. 
J{eai! ta151e thus: TEe valuation oi' f. fie V~!Iey Center sonooi 
district for 197i6 was ~~1,614,784, making th13 vn,lmrtion per 
pupil enrolled ~v3, 9 67 • EfS. H.ea<l the reruain{ler of' the tabln 
in a 1 ike manner. 



vaJ.uation of any of the districts used. for comp~tri.son. 

This, of' course, would. lead to a. hip;her school t•1x rata, 

in order to maintain the Derby Schools, than if the vnluation 

were as high as in other cities. The f'a.ot that th~'l tax 

rate is com'Parable to the valuation per pupil enrolled is 

aJ.so shown by Table XIX, where Derby is found. to rank :1 ixth. 

Table XX gives a comparison of the avera~e oost per 

pupil based on enrollment and also on average daily at ten .. 

dan oe. This table shows that Derby Hip;h Sohool ranks l'lleven .. 

th in the cost per pupil based. on enrollment an<l ei~hth on 

the cost per pupil based on averap;e daily attend.%moe, 

TABLE XX 

CO:M.P.ARISON OF THE AV.f!JHAGE COST PEH. PUflL BA:3~JJ Ol~ t:l:idOLw .. ud' 

AND ALSO ON AVJi:HA.GE DalLY A'l''l'ENlM.NCg 193 6 
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'iL'he Derby Grade School ranks fo'l.lrth in cost per pupil 

based on enrollment and also on average daily attendance. 

This is probably due to the fact that the grad.e school 

has a relatively small enrollment, due to the small dis· 

trict. Another noticeable feature presented in this table 

is that both the Derby High School and the Derby GraCie 

School show the least margin in cost per pupil based on 

enrollment as compared with cost per pupil based on average 

daily attendance. This, of course, is an indication that 

the Derby Schools have a higher percentage of attendance 

than do the other schools of the county. 

As a final comparison Table XXI has been prepared. 

Here the enrollment of the schools used for comparison 

is shown in connection with the salaries paid and the 

total operating cost of r'I.Ulnj.ng the school. 

The table shows that in total operating expense, Derby 

ranked third from the bottom. It is noticed that the two 

schools which rank below Derby have approximately half the 

enrollment in the high school where the burden of the ex

pense usually lies. The county superintendent's records 

show that these two schools have one less teacher than 

does the Derby High School, This would seem to indicate 

that the Derby Schools are maintained as eoonomioally as 

: I 



•n--·--~1 .-----------------------------------~ 

TABLE XXI 

COivJ-'AFGSON OF 'l'OTAL OPEfu\.'l'JHG .illXPill~:).E'1, 'l'Hi.!! lill~,{OLL~~~n', 

AND r.L'HE SUPER Jl~ TENDillNT' S SA.LA.R. Irg:3 ~'O!.t '£~;£~ ~~lOG-

WICK COUNTY C1':f.1 IES lt,OR :J!HE: Y~AR 19~ fr 193 6. 

'J}otal Operatinp; 
~Expenses 

18, m 7, ·e:7 

17 1"\ t:() '1. f;,, _____________ _.;;...;__ _____ ___.;~!' '::!'.!!·:}..,. 

1?.' 634.78 

1f\. 7'?. 5,'38 

q 16"' r.n. 
----------------~~------~~~--~-------~ fav~ 
Viola 1~60 33 75 8,96f\ 0 Sr3 
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Read table thuE~: The superintendent of the V1:tlley Center 
3choo1s had. a salary of !ir28n8. ~L'he enrollment of the high 
school wa~ 183 while the ~rade school enrollment was 8848 

The total operating expenses of the Valley Center Sohoola 
were ~~8 6, 456.77. Read the remainder of the table jn a 1 ike 
manner. 

are any of the schools used for com11arison, Ho'lfi'(9Ver, an 

examination of Table XXI bears out the point thttt thif3 eoon .. 



omy is being ma.intajned .. at the expen:-;8 oi' thn tr~n.c~her:':l' 

s::.tlaries, 

Derby has a small indebteclneF~s that w:i.ll bn r,ajd 
·' 

out in the year 1937-197:J8, ~Phere has al''IaYR be'm :.1 f:lnc

plus of money on hand,. ~:here are no ou:tstaml:in0; school 

warrants that are unpaid., 

Both the hi!!,h school anrl the r.;rade ::~chool arn suff

iciently large to house the probable enrollment. 1.rh6 

one possibilit~,r vvhereby more room mir;ht br:; ne0ciell. would. 

be that the legislature would. comr)ol r;orl!A of the ::jlJu.ll 

rural schools that lie within two to five mil0:1 of .Ur:)r·by 

to consolidate. The other deficiencies or necessities 

mentioned be fore could be cared for. through a i'ew ad

ditions and rearrangements,. 

':J.Ihus it has been sho·tm that the fjn~mcial con(iition 
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of the Derby Fubl ic 3chools ic; sound.. .All exani:ination of 

the financial records found them to be neat and well kept. 

The records are maintained in such a manner that one ca.n 

easily ascertain items which refer to instruct ion, oper .. 

ation, new equipment, etc, ~hi8 is in aocorclance wtth r~ood 

bus jness procedure, and only in th j.s mtumer may the r.Johoolt'! 

be main tainecl Buccess fully. J!~duoa t ionrtl :return:"J o~t.nno ·t be 



calculated in clollarr:J awl centr.; :1nrl 011ly tht.'our;h r:;oo(.i 

businec:~8 practj.cef-3 c:~:n the tax-rn.yer:3 fiiOl1.r.'ly b(~ ''P!~nt 

wi::;ely anrl econond call y. ~J.lhe tax-payinri vubU.c is 

greatly concerned as to the r,rend.in,:; of rublic fun.cls 

anrl the yJrOT'er a.ccowt inrs is a neccessa.ry factor, 

~L'h.e study indicates that on the whole the :Derby 

School:-; are being maintained wisely and econondcally, 

The tax rate comr':lrer~ favorably •.vith that of other school~~ 

of 8ed,c:;wick Cot.urty., ~:he fa.ct that .Dr~rby tu'dntains its 

schools as well as it doeR npeakf'l well of the comJHmtly, 

with such a small (listr ict an\l low valuation. However, 

the district is sound enough fin!IDcially that it should 

not attempt to economize too much throup;h the maintaining 

of low teacher salaries, This would only tend to elim

inate the better teachers and. be morf3 costly in the long 

t·un. 

An attempt haB been made to present the financial 

statu~ of the schools as clearly and accurately as possible, 

that it might be easily understood by the average aiti~en, 

If the averF.~.p;e cithen sees clearly the expendit'l.ll'e of the 

tax dollar anci. ho 1i-' it comrares with that o t' other con11nun it ien 

he w:i.ll rJ·~ eYEm more wilJ inr: to suprort hj!'J Rohool. 
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CHAPTER XI 

:3Uivili'!A.ttY, CONOLU3TONS AND RECOMM.ENDATJONS 

Summary 

This survey ha.e had a~ its main o'b.;ectives, the study 

of the history or background of the Derby Schools and a crit

ical study and evaluation of the present status of the Derby 

School System. The purpose is: 

1. To present a brief history of the Derby Community, 

thereby showing its development and progress. 

8. To show the progress that has been made by the Derby 

(Kansas) Schools and to compare the Derby Schools with similar 

schools of other third- class cities in Sedgwick Comlty, Kansas. 

3. To ascertain how the students of the Derby Schools 

comrare with students of the same age and grade throughout the 

State of Kansas. 

4. To make recommendations which should aid legislative 

and administrative officers to rw the schools ruore eff'ectively 

and efficiently. 

The greater part of the data used in this study was ob

tained :from records found in the office of the State Super

intendent of Public Instruction at Topeka, Kansas; and the 

office of the County Superintendent of Schools located at 

Wichita, Kansas. Historical sketches and other items of inter

est were obtained from past issues of period.ioals. lnter'Pre .. 



tations of tests were based on the ~:hate norms f'or the 

same. The building and eq_uipment were evaluated according 

to acce~ted. standards. 

The following types of data were assembled from the 

var iou..C3 sour oes; 

1. Grade school enrollment from 1880 until 1935 and 

High School enrollment from~·~l9l5 to 193 5. 

2. Statistics concerning teachers and. school board 

members of the Derby Schools from 1872 to 1937. 
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3. Scores made by the respective classes of the Derby 

High School on the (a) Barrett-Ryan Engt ish Test; (b) Schram

m&- Davis Spelling ~; (c) Schrammel-DaYl!_ Vocabul;S-a ~; 

(d) Sohrammel-Turner-~ A.r ithmetic 'rest; and (e) Thorndike

M.cCall Reading .S,!Jal~. 

4. A comparison of the median class scores, and the range 

of scores, made by the Derby Schools on the Primapl Achieve

ment Test, with the State norms on the same. --
5. A comparison of the median scores made by grades 

four to eight on the Stanford Achievement Tests with the 

State norms. 

6. A oompar is on of the soores maa.e by the Derby High 

School Pupils on the Ever~ Pupil Scholarship ~~13ts • with the 

State norms. 

7. An age-grade distribution for grades one to twelve 

in the Derby Schools, and a comparison with the normal age

grade distribution. 
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a. Distribution of the intelligence quotients of the 

pupils according to their grade in school. 

9. The amount of money levied for educational purposes 

in the Derby School Diatriot, and compari~on of educational 

levies and expenditures of the Derby District with other 

third- olass city schools of Sedgwiok County, 

10, A comparison of the total amount of mils levied 

for educational purposes with the amount levied for general 

purposes in the years 193 5 and 19~ 6. 

11, The ratio of the total tax rate to the rate for 

educational purposes, for ten Sedgwick County Cities, 

12. The district valuation and the valuation per pupil 

enrolled in sohool for ten Sedgwiok County Cities for the 

year 1936. 

13. Comparison of the average oost per pupil (based on 

enrollment) and the avera~Se daily attendance for ten Sedgwick 

County Cities for the year 1936. 

14, A comparison of the total operating expenses, the 

enrollment, and superintendent•s salaries for ten Sedgwick 

County Cities, for the year 1936. 

In summarizing, there are several points whioh should be 

cons idered: 

1. The town of Derby, Kansas is located in the midst of a 

rioh farming district and at the same time ia .1ust a few 
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miles from the aity of Wichita. 

2. 'l1he population of the city of Derby has 'been 

fairly stable during the last thirty years. 
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3. The school building was constructed in 1924. The 

grade school and. the hi§h school occupy the same 'building. 

The building has sufficient room to adequately oare for the 

present enrollment and in most respects the equipment is 

also adequate. The building, as a whole, is well planned 

for natural 1 ight, but there are :insufficient electric 1 ights 

for proper artifioal lighting. 

4. The board of education is composed of three mernbers. 

No qualifications other than being residents of the co.tnrnunity 

are required. Two of the present board members have held 

office for approximately twenty years. 

5. The qualifications for the position of superintend

ent are high. The superintendent must satisfy State re

quirements for superintendents of 11 Class ~~ schools. He 

must also be able to teach several classes in addition to 

his administrative duties. 

6. The qualifications for ie aohers are aJlso high. No 

teacher is considered for a grade sohool::position who does 

not have at least sixty hours college credit and said teacher 

must be the holder of a three year state or 1 ife certifioate. 

High school teachers must have a college degree and must 

have a. .ma.,j or or minor in the aub.i acts taught. 

; l 
I ' 



7, There is only one aase of over-aReness in the 

entire system; whereas, there are forty--nine oases of 

under-ageness, !n terms of per oent, over eeventY""three 

per oent of the pupils are of average age, and thirty-six 

per oent are under age. 

8, The intelligence quotients of the pupils range 

t'rom seventy-two to one hundred thirty-two in the ele• 

men tary sohool, and from seventY"' four to one hundred twenty-

nine in the high sohool, 'l'he median l• 'It' for the ele .. 

menta.ry grades is 107,5 and for the high school is 107,1, 

9~ The median soholastia achievement of the pupils 

as measured by standardized tests is found to be slightly 

above the State median in every grade of the elementary 

school. In the high school, using testa in: English, 

spelling, vooabulary, arithmetic, and reading, all classes 

ranked above the State median with the exception of the 

:rre ahmen, .juniors, and seniors in .i!!ngl ish, and the seniors 

in vocabulary, 1n the Every Pupil Saholarshin Tests the 

.Derby pupils ranked on or above the State median in every 

sub.1 eat exoept typing and stenography, 'l'he physias olass 

made the highest record in the State, 

10. Eduoational expenditures have decreased during 

the last few years, due ahiefly to the decrease in teaoher'll 

salaries, Expenditures for the year vary from lip'flroxilllately 

$10 ,0no to $14,!if'\O, and the number of mil13 levi.ed !ro11 ln 

to 12, 
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11. The percentage or the tax dollar spent for school~ 

in the Derby District lowered over twenty-five per cent from 

193 5 to 193 6; whereas, the amount used for county purnoses 

increased forty-seven per oent. However, the per oent of 

the school tax t;"ate to the total tax rate for the .Oerby 

Distrtct is the second highest in the oounty, since the 

Derby Distriot has the leas.t valuation of any distriot in 

the ootmty. 

12. The oost per pupil per month of the Derby Sohool~ 

is below the average for third- alas~ a 1 ty schools of 3edg

wiok County. The Derby Schools show the least margin in 

oost per pupil based on enrollment, as compared with oost 

per pupil based on average attendanae. 

1!5. In total operating expenses, the Derby Sohools 

rank third from the bottom when oompared \Vith the other 

third- class oity sohools of Sedgwick County, and operate 

the most e<?onomioal of any similar sohools in the county 

when enrollment and number of teaohers are oonoerned. 

14. The distriot has a small indebtedness that will 

be paid out in the year 1937•1938. There are no outstand ... 

ing warrants unpaid. As a whole, the financial oondition 

of the Derby Publio SohoolR is sound, and the financial 

re aords are neat and well kept. 
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Conolua ions 

1. There is no reason to expect a rapid growth in 

the attendance of the .J.)erby Schools, nor to expect a 

gradual increase in attendance over a period of years. 

This is assumed through a conrparison of the enrollment 

all.d aver~ge daily attendance from 1915 until 19~5. (Table 

x:v, page l65.r 

2. The building as a whole is adequate to oare for 
' 

the present enrollment, but in certain respeot~ needs 

some changes and additions. This is made evident by a 

study of: 

(a) The spec if io faats ooncern ing eaah room. 

(Pages 90 to 94.) 

(b) The need for better artifioal lighting. 
-~ 

(Page 94.) 

(c) The eq_11ipment of the building as a whole. 

(Pages 9 5 to lnl.) 

, (d) !nadequaay of the manual arts department. 

(Pages 97 and 98.) 

3. There should be a definite understanding on the 

pa.rt of the board of eduaation and the superintendent as 

to the powers ·and duties of eaah, This is revealed throu~h 

a review of: 

(a) The work of the board of eduoat ion. (Pa~ 1n~.) 



(b) The work of the superintendent, (Prip;e 11~.) 

4. Teacher qualifications are hi~h and this hi~h 

standard should be maintained, even if it means paying 

teachers a somewhat higher salary, ~~is is indioated 

through a study of: 

(a) Teacher qualifioations and requirements, 

(Pages 117 to 119,) 
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(b) Statistios ooncerning the teaohers in the Derby 

Public Schools, (Table 1V, page 118,) 

5, The pupils of the Derby Schools are avera~e or 

slightly above average in general intelligenoe and progress 

in sehool, This is shown by: 

(a) The age-grade distribution, (Table v. page 124.) 

(b) The distribution of the intelligence quotients 

of the pupils of the Derby Schools, (Table VI, 

page 128,) 

( o) The median I•Q,• for each grade, (Table VII, 

page 129,) 

6, The pupils of the Derby Elementary School are 

slightly above the median for the State :in soholastic 

aohievemen t. This is evidenced by: 

( a) scores made by grades I to Ill on the ~ imarz 

Achievement Test, (Table VII!, page l~l,) - -
(b) soorea made by grades !1/ to VJII on the Stanford 

Achievement Teats. (Table IK, pa~e lZ3; Table X, 

page 134; Table XI, page 136; !!.'able XII, page 1:57; 

Table XIII, page 1:.?8,) 
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This is clearly shown by: 

(a) The comparison of the total educational expendi-

ture and the number o:f mils levied in the Derby 

District from 1920 un t i1 193 6. (Table XVI, pa:ge 

166.) 

(b) The comparison of the total mils levied; with 

the number of mils levied for educational purposes 

in.ten third-class cities of Sedgwick County, 

(Table XVII, page 168; Figure 25, page 170; 

Table XVIII• page 1 ?1.) 

Recommend at io!!!. 

The preceding pages have shown that the Derby .'3chools 

have made great progress during the r-ast years. But they 

have also shown that in spite of this progress there are 

still many features that coul.d'o'limproved. It is apparent 

that the author has, in genera1, approved of the Derby System. 

However, never has his pers ona1 interest prevented his making 

true criticisms, recommendations, and suggestions as he has 

felt were warranted by the survey. 

The value of any survey shouJ.d l. ie in the recommendations 

for improvement which it shows are needed. It now remains to 

summari~e the most important of thesereoommendations. Not 

with the thought in mind that the recommendations must be 

oared for and acted upon immed iatel.y, but that they may be 
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more accessible and thus stand a better ohanoe of beooming 

embodied. in the regular school 'Program within the course of 

a few years. A summary of the ma.ior recommendations follows: 

1. That a oloser relationship exist between the super

intendent and. the school board, with the sohool board aoting 

as a legislative body and delegating all executive funetions 

to the s~per:intendent of sohools. 

2. That board meetings be held at stated intervals 

with the superintendent of sohools present at all meetings. 

The problems to be disoussed, to be submitted to the board 

by the superintendent, prior to the meeting, in order that 

the board may be enabled to give them proper oonsideration. 

3. That a oomplete reoord of all meetme;s be kept by 

the secretary of the board. 

4. That the superintendent of sohools be relieved of 

enough routine work to enable him. to supervj.se properly both 

the grades and the high sohool. 

5• That the building be rewired, and sufficient eleotrio 

lights be a~ded to light the building properly and adequately. 

6. That, at the first opportunity, additions or ohangea 

·be made that will enable the manual arts program to be oarried 

on properly. 

7. That a oourse in vocational agrioulture be added to 

the educational program as soon as possible. 
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