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PREFACE

It 1s oconsidered advisable to give the writer's
qualifications in the soolal seience field in erder to.as-
certain his oompetensy to judge the material in this sube
Jeotive manner. He has a major in social science in his
under-graduate scllege work, and a miﬁar in the graduaste
division. His ﬁeachimg experience has been.in hi@h‘schoaia
from 1930 to 1938, most of it being scoial solience subjeots.
Bducationiwas his major in the graduate division. A course
was taken during the summer of 1936 oalled Bibliography of
American and European Hiatory, in it the technie of judging
& history vest was stressed. | |

From the above summary of the writer's guelifications
the reader will have to base his opinieon of the soundness
of the donolusions arrived at in his thesis.
| Ge Mo Q0.
May, 1938 '
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. CHAPTER I
STATIMENT OF THE PROBLEM

Text books have always been a problem to the sochool.
The history text is an even greater problem, as the author
must choose his material from the complete story of human
relations. He must keep in mind his objectives in writing,

besides making the text historically correct and interesting.
I. REASON PROBLEM WAS UNDERTAKIH

In this thesls an attempt has been made to gather
various authors' viewpoints and objectives of high school
texts, extending over a period of approximately rifty years.
The question as it was originally propounded was: has the
viewpoint of the author's time of writing affeoted his
handling of the historiocal material? Twenty~four high
school texts were gathered and read, Notes were taken upon
the treatment of the basic problems that were pre-determined
before beginning work on the thesis., The list of books are
given later in this chapter.

The study brought out what has been the trend in
texts, but not what leading educators or superintendents

of progressive school systems thought should be the



emphasis of hlstorioal teaching in the future. A summary
of the ideas of a number of these men, as regards this

point, are presented in chapter five.
1I. THE 8COPE OF THE STUDY

The text books were divided roughly into three ohron-
ological groups. The first group inoluded books published
between the years 1889 and 1910, The authors, titles and
copyright dates are :

1, Barnmes, M. 8., and farl Barnes, Studies in American

History. Boston: D, 0, Heath and Co., 1891, 433 pp.

2. Butterworth, H,, The Story of Amerioca. New York:
The Werner Co,., 1899, 699 pp.

3« Chambers, B. E., A Higher History of the United
8tates for Sohools and Academles., New York:
University Puhlishing Co., 1889, 468 pp.

' 4, Channing, Tdward, A Student's History of the
 United States. New York: Maamillan Co., 1904,
B87 pp.
8. Davidson, W. M., Hist

of the United States.
Ohioago: Soott, Foresman and Co., 1908. B48 pp.

6, ¥Fiske, John, A Hisbtory of the United gtates for
Sohools, New York: Houghton Mifflin and Co,,
1894-95-98-99-1900, B57 pp.
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7. Mo Master, J. B., A School History of the United
States. New York: American Book (o., 1897, 484 pp.
8. Montgomery, D. H., The Leading Faots of American
History. Boston: Ginn and Co., 1890. 405 pp.
9. Montgomery, D, H., The Leading Faots of
History. Boston: Ginn and Co., 1899, B42 pp.
10, Montgomery, D. H., The Leading Facts of Ameriocan
History. Boston: Ginn and Co., 1910. 405 pp.
11, sbhimn, J. B., History of the smerican People.
Hew York: American Book cb., 1893, 454 pp.
12, Taylor, Hdward, The Model Histc
soutt,'Fnreaman and Co,, 1897, 440 pp.

erican

e Chlcoago:

The above group of authors -spresents a Oross 8O0~
tion of the histariaal‘wribarsﬂof high school text books at
‘the beginning of the expansion of the publie high achool,

The next group of authors presented texts represent-
ing the period previous to the World War, and during the
war, This 11§$ of books is not as extensive as the previous
period, either beceause it was imposaible to £ind as many,
or bsocauge the historical writer's attention was turned to
other pursuits tnan‘hiatariaal writing.

1. Evans, Lawton B,, Ihe Espential Faots of Ams

History, WNew York: Bemn}. H., Sanborn and Co.,
1909, B44 pp.




2. Fite, B, D., History of 3he United States.
New York: Hénry Holt and Co., 1919. 597 pp. .

8. James, J, A., and A. H, Senford, American History.

New York: Charles Soribnerts Sons, 1917, 509 pp.

4.. MeLaughlin, A. 0., A History of the Americen Nat-
don, New York: D, Appletcs and Co., 1919. 586 PP,

- 5. Muzzey, D. a.,. American History. Boston:; Ginn

1920 to
musgt bhe

and Co., 1911. 626 pp.

6. Thompseon, C. M., History of the United Gtates.
Chicago: Benj. A. Senford Co., 1017. 486 pp.

7. Weat, W. M., History of the Amerioan People.
Bostonj Allyn and Beoon, . 191B,.729 po,.. ‘

The next group of authors are mainly from the period

1929. . The number of asuthors 1s not large, but it |

remembered that the period represented is smaller,

1. Beard, C., and Mary HBeard, History of the United
States. New York; Maolillan (o, , 1981, 563 pp.

2. Fish, 0. B,, History of Americe
American Book Go,, 1925, 570 pp.

5. Hulber$, A. B., United gtates History. New York:
Doubleday, Doran and G@;, 1924, 870 PP. |

4, Hulbert, 4. B., United gtates Himtory. New York:

Doubleday, Doran and Co,, 1929, 655 jsjo )8

New York;




8. Meoe, W. H., History of the United gtates.
- Chicago: Rend MoNally and Co., 1921, BOO pp.

6. Mece, W. H., gmerican History. Chloago: Rand
MoNally and Co., 1925. 648 pp.

7. Muzzey, D. $., School History of the Ameriecapn
People. Boston: Ginn and Co,., 1929, 625 pp.

8. Robbins, C. L., School History of the Americsn
People. Chiecago! World Book Co., 19256, 545 pp.

III. THE BASIC PROBLIMS INVESTIGATED

The problems were divided into two classes, The
first group includes th@ae~wh$oﬁraan be determined objeoct-
ively. The seoeond gx@up‘ia.meré sub jeetive. They represent
the opinlons formed on the basis of the study snd researoch,

The ohjeotive measures are!

1. The method of division of the book, |

2. The number of pioﬁuras and maps in the book.

3. The types of index used, the teaching alds given,

and method of proper name pronuncistion.

4, The length of the text.

5, Thetauthora': guslificetions asshistorical:writers.

6., The asize of type used.



7. The authors' statement of their purposes in the

| introduotion of the texts,

The objeative measures are found in the tables in
ohapter four. They are slso discussed in that chapter.
Their valué and quality will be more or less subjeotive
opinion. '

The main body of the thesis is in chapter five, in
which the subjeotive measures are discussed. These measures
are:

I, 8ocial Problems,

1. The treatment of famous men like Columbus, and
whether or not the authdr guotes then.

2, The treatment of the Indians.

3. Religlon.

4. Education,

B, Slavery,

© 6. Author*' remarks about the problems of their time,
II. Hoonomie Problems.,

1. The geographical Pactor im history.

2. Discussion ¢f natural reésources.

5. The authors' stressing of eoononie reasons
fer'pébplws' aotions,

4, The relations with South America.



III. Military and Folitioasl Hiatory.

1, Treatment by the World Jar authors of the

United Ztates former r@lmtiomg‘W1tn England,

' Franoe and 9pain. .

2.

&,
4.

B,

iv,

The treatment of the English elde of the
Revolution.

The authors' attitude toward wax,

The avthors' attitude toward Jingwlsm and
Imperialiem, -

The emctionel element explained or stressed in

the explanation of peoples’ actions,

Interpretative Problems,

L

2,

-

Y

4

Doeg the suthor stress the payehologioal factor
in history?

The aunthors® willingness %o put in things whioh
have been open to question on their accuracy..
No the anthoru point out how a historicsl event
of the péat has affested things of the present?
The authors' method of bandiing problems,

The future trends in history teaching.

1,

Interviews with leading oity sehonl men summar-

 ized, and the recommendations recorded.



. . CHAPTER IT.
PREVIOUS TNVESTIGATIONS

Investigators who have attempted a study of this
problem have seoured some evidence that a large field is
open for investigailon. History texts were shown to lag
behind modern research, in the presentation of fasts, by
seven to fourteen years, says Irene T. Blythe in the His .
torical Oﬁtimok. %af December 1953.1 The students should
at least get the results of the findings, whether they are
presented as abselute truths or not,

Blythe's findings were seconded by Mr. R, R. Fahrney,
in hia article, "Teaching the Truth About History,” in the
February 1987, Soeial Bdueation.® He olaimed that the
popular appeal recelived a great deal more consideration
than adherences o soouracy and imparslality. Hia explana-
| tion of ﬁnia‘iﬁ that Lyber, in 1914, exploded the myth\that
the Turks had out off the sea route to India, Thls cauesed

Columbus to seargh for a new route to Indila. Lyber showed

llrwne T, Blythe, "7ext Booke and New pisooveries in

American History." Historical Outlook, £23:398-402, Deo.,
1938, v

%R, R, Fahrney, "Teaohing the Truth About History,"
Soeisl Rdugation, 1:98-108, rab., 1937,
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that the new countries, such as Spain, could not use the old
routes because they were comtrolled by the Italian oities,
Mr. Fahrney said he found the sxplenation of Columbus'
voyages in most of the high school texts, and some college
texts, to E@, that the Turks had cut off the sea route and
~ a new route was needed to Indis.

Research of the type should cause our historical
fﬁriters to re~evaluate some of the material they place in
thelir texts, which they have taken from older texts. If
one author included the present day riﬂﬁingsiin his texts
and a ecﬁtamporary'writar did not, it would likely esauvse
the ohild to wonder as to whiech was the true explanation.
* It might even cause the ohild %o "hate”™ history. Hia
”'reaetimﬂ to conflieting olaims wpon the same audbjeat, or
happening, might cause him to be disgusted with the subject,
and cause him to feel it is only rubbish. ¢The writers of
history texts might correct a discrepancy, by a careful
perusal or*ebntamporary regearch bhefore writing thair texts,

Another investigator, Mr. W. &. Montrose, in the
Elementary Sghool Journal for April, 1938, spoke of the

need for a more thorough lndexing of our taxts.syfﬂis

W. G, Montmw, wmmw xnvwmgamous AL b6

Pield of tna Text Book." 3ohool Journal, 36: s B G-
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contention was that an experienced indexer should be employ-
ed to index all of the texts, Too often, he explained, an
effort is made to save a few cents by having the author in-
dex his own text. Ae the author is not experienced in this
work, his index is apt to be both inaocurate and too brief.
This leads to the text being less readadble, and a disoour-
agement to the student, when he deaires to find ocertain
material,

“&notmam problem in the historical field is the 4if-
fering amounts of space given to different periocds of his-
tory, An investigation of sixteen rascently published hooks
was made by Crlie Olem and W, H. £llias, in the Historical
Qutlook, for Dedember 1953.4 Their findings were that recent

history was given the least space in text bBooks; that the
expansion and oonfliot paridd, 1829-1688, was glven adbous
twenty-five percent of the space in moat all texts, Thers
18 & great variation in the space given to Discovery ang
Exploration. Some authors nearly omit it, while others
give it a great deal of space, They also found a greab
varisetion in the ullotment for the Reconatruotion perioed,

%oriie Vlem and W. J. Ellis,"The Gomparative Jpace
Given by Bixteen Heoently Published Anmeriocan History Text
Books to the Different Perlods of Our History," Hiskorigs
gutlook, S84¢:489-461, Deo,, 1933,
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events dating from 1865 to 1898, and the Natlonal Expansion
periocd, dating from 1698 to 1914, This would be another
confusing problem to our young hiatbry student i1f he looked
at more than one text., Imagine his disappointment when
looking for the story of Columbus' voyage, in his high
gohool text, to find that the man was merely mentioned.

This study is an attempt to point out the basic
problems in our history texts, that the writers nead to
clear up. Home, we find, emphasized certain phages, while
others left thew entirely out. In other words, 4id the
historical writers really know what thelr basic objectives
' were, or wers they merely re-telling some old faots in a
different 5ut11na,.in order to sell new vexta?

One of the purposéa of this study is to present aome
of the inconsistenocies and trends in history texta, It is
hoped that efforts to eliminate theas differences will be

undertaken by present day writers in making thelr new fexta,



CHAPTER IIX
METHOD OF PROCEDURE

This study was made in order to trace the trends in
‘the social solence fisld from the beginning of the publioc
| high school movement to the present time. The.trenda were
traced through the text books used during that periocd.

| Twanty~f¢ur texts were read and analyzedhto the
measures given in Chapter I on pages five to seven. The
books were first read oompletely through, in order to get'
the general outline and thought. The next step was %o re-
read the parts bearing on the spaeifid probiam, and to re-
view the problem before writing down the conolusions.

The study aleo attempts to give a summary of differ-
ent educators' views on the direotion that the sooclal science
teachers shouid aim for in the future. This data is pre-
sented in Chapter V, ob page 47. 1In order to gather the
opiﬁiona'of these educators, personal interviews were ob-
tained. The educatcrs ohosen were men who have been success-
ful in ﬁngir'eduaatinnal work, Jjudged by the administrative
poaitiéné they held in large school systems, It was felt
that men in the‘public school systems oould give m clearer

ploture of the changes needed in the scoial scolence field,
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than perhaps professors of sducatlon im our collegea, as
they were in oloser contact with the problems. Notes were
net taken during the interviews, but a general summary was

written after the diaeuasiona had been complatedas

ﬁ%ome eriticism might be made of the personal method
of analysi® used in the thesis. This was oonsidered WBefore
the work was undertaken, but as no more objective method,
than the one used, ce¢ould be made and still evaluate this
type of material. The subjeotive method of judging the
material was used by the author, after extensive reading

was oompleted.



CHAPTER IV

AN EVALUATION OF THE OBJEGTIVE MEASURES
- IN THE TEXPS
Soma parta of the textu ware avaluated by comparativa
metheda. These were:
1. The methods of dividing the text. and 1t's length.
2. The number of piaturea in tha text.,
 5. The nxﬂ“ gl ar maps in the text. |
4, The author's qualirioations as an hiatoriealfwritar.
| The texts were alao juaged according to' |

1. The 1ndex, teaohing alds, and oompasition of tha
appendices.

2. The quality and type of piotures used,
'8, The size of type used,

4., The suthor's statement of his purpose in writing
the text, as it was found in the introduction.

In eampiling the tables gshowing the amount of the
texts devbted to various periods, the writer first di#ided
eaoh text into large diviﬁiens. The tirat divisien waa tha
period beginning with the dlacovery of Amerioa. and olosing
with the oonoluaion of the Revolutlonary War. The next pe-

riod began with the Artioles of Qonfederation, and ended
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with the close of the Heconstruotion period. The third
period begins with the end of the Reconatruction period,
and inoludes the present era. The authors' percentages
were added and averaged for each perlod. ¢

A study of Table one will ahow that early Amérieanu
History, that is, before_the Revolutionary war, received |
less emphasis in lafter_dgy texts .t The authors of the
early bWentieth century yiaeed greater emphasis upon the
Reconstruotion, rather that the Revolutionary period,fua:w"
‘This was proven by the fact that they decreased the amount
of spacde allowed to thé Revolutionary peridd fourteen per-
@ent,>gndwihcreaaed the amount of space allowed for the
périod’?rom the Revolution to the Reconstruction period by
fifteen per-—oent.g '

These authors were 1noonsiétent, for though they had
8 longer period to cover, had they followed the proportion-
ate diviesion of thelr texts as previous authors had done,
it would have added but five perocent., Thus a définite
trend was traced hera, ahow1ng that recent histary 18 re-

ceiving much more emphasis in the last elghteen years,

lage Pable I, p. 16

®Log. oit.
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TABLE T

_ DIVISTON AND PEROENTAGES OF THXTS ALLOWED
FOR KACH HISTORICAL PERIOD

-

Divisions Authors before Auﬁharé from Authors from
1200 1900-20 1920-38
1, From the &ia~ , 51% B36% ’ 26%

govery of Amere
lca to the Rev-

olution.

2, From the Reve 37% 51% B9%
elution to the

Beoonstruetian.

%, From the Re- 12% 18% 554

construotion to
the present
peri@aq’-‘

Totals - 100% | 100% - 100%

Read table thus: The authors who wrote texts before 1900
devoted B1l% of their books to the perlod baﬁlnning with the
diseovery of America, and oonoluding with the Revolution,
The authors writing from 1900 to 1920 devoted 36% of their
texts to this period. The authors writing after 1920 de-
voted 26% to this period.
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TABLE 11

THE NUMBER QP PAGES IN XACH TEXT, AND THE AVERAGE
NUMBER OF PAGES IN BACH DIVISIQH

Texts pub-  Texts pub-  Texts pub-

‘lished be- .  1lished from  lished from
fors 1900 1900-280 1880-38
gmaaa in 334 580 | 645‘
teoxts 423 ' 588 618
e 490 56l 668
o 408 518 671
. 435
Total pages 2088 2176 2402
Taxts hnalyzed $ ¢ 4
Average pages 417 544 600
in texts for ,
the period

vﬁaad wahls tnua. @hariva tnxta publlahad bafore 1900 aan~
tained a total of 2088 pages. The four publighed from 1900
to 1920 contained a total of 2175 pages. The four published
after 1920 contained a total of 2402 pages.



than previously,

Table 1113 showing the number of maps ineluded in
the texts, does not show a definite trend toward meps, The
later historians are inoluding ten less maps per book, than
authors of the eariy’twanti&th eentury. The guality of the
maps has improved, however. The quality can not be measurad
objeedlvely, Maps in the early text bhook dealt méinly with
the subjects of wars and,aampaignaédﬂ@ue‘to the faot that
wars were &150&333& by the later:aﬁﬁhorakmore~an theiy
cause and efract, rather than troop movements, not so mahy
maps were needed, The more recent authors ineluded in their
Yexts, maps oonoerning economie preblams rather than mili~-
tary aampaiana:‘

The actual number of pictures in the texts did not
vary much., The more modern texts did not average many more
than those of the other two periods. Thersfore it must be
conecluded that the present day‘t@xta are not any more pro-

fusely 111uatrated, than the older texts,?

%gee Table III, p. 19
Loo. olt,
®see Tavle 1V, p. 20
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TABLE IIX
THE MAPS IN EACH TEXT AND THE

AVERAGE NUMBER OF MAPS IN EACH DIVISION
| Texta pub- | Texts pub- mmxtﬁ,puh-
lighed be~ lished from lished from
fore 1900 1900-20 1980438 '
Maps in individ~ 67 | 28 19
ual texts 28 80 67
‘ - B4 - 80 54
10 48 - 24
54 62 3]
86
"0
S - b6
Total maps m 380 223
Texts analyzed ; 5 | 8 ) B
Average maps for 35 ‘ 49 45

the period

Read table thus: The five texts published hefore 1900 gon~-
talned a total of 177 mapa, The eight texts published from
1900 %0 1920 oontained a total of 390 maps. The five texts
published after 1920 gontained a total of 283 maps.



TABLE IV

PIGTURE% IN BACH TEXT, AND THE AVERAGE NUMBER
- PF PIGTUREE IN EACH DIVISION

Texts pub-  Texts pub~  Texts pub-
lished be~ lished from lished from

fore 1900 1900-80  1920-38
Piotures in 134 1m0 198

each text 106 183 | 98.
215 128 194
106 ‘ 168 it
186 138 78

116

186

86

185
Total 788 1107 M4
Texts analyzed B 9 B
Average pletures 145 - 183 -+ 158

for the perilod

Read table thus: The five texts published beforsellPOC cone
tained a total of Y25 pdotures, The ninae texts published
from 1900 to 1980 pontained a ¢otal of 1107 piotures. The
five texts published after 1920 aontained a total of 774

plotured,
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The summary of the various authors' ogoupations while
writing, showed the following statistios:

Before 1900, four college teachers, one high sohooll
teacher, and one state superintendent.

From 1900 to 1920, eight oollege teachers, one
anperintandaﬁt of schools.

| After 1920, five college teachers.® |

| From the above statistics, it seemed reagonable to
conslude that when an inorsased number of college teaghers
write text books, the boéka are better, bsocause thay‘were
written by better prepared historians. This fact seemed %o
b@aernt the conolusion that histories today are 1na1ud1ng
facts that are more likely to be backed up by historical
research than were the atories which werse handed down from
author to author through the histories of the nation, ?

Indexing seemed %o be a rather minor point with most
of the texts., An index in which events, movements, and
toplos were given, would prébably'oauae the texts to cost
more, and would add gr@aﬁly to their size, The "text book"
teacher who agselgned the pupiia 80 many pages to read for
the next days' lesson, and then had them recite i%, had |

Baaa Table V, p. 2B
"Loa. sit.
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| TABLE V
THE TEXT BOOX WRITER'S OGGUPATION

Typea of oceu~ Texts pub-  Texts pub- Texts puba
pations ' lishad bew lished from lished from
_ . fore 1900 1900=80 1920-38

S s S e R e
College Teacher 4 ]

High Sahool 1 0

teacher o ‘

8tate Superin- X . -0 0
tendant ‘

¢ty Sobool 0 1 0
Superintendent , :

- e St i e

Read table thus: There were four texts written by sollege
authors before 1900, There were elght texts written by
cqlle%a teachers during the period 1900-1820. There were
five texta written by collegze teaochers after 1920. ,

s Ty ATt o il




by
%
Eo]
s

little use for an index. The modern history teacher who
asslgns a problem, and suggests texts for referencoes, neads
a large and aocurate index. The inereasing number of mod-
ern teachers will cause students to use the index more,
therefore the indexes in later text books will probably be
made by experienced indexers.® '

Teaching aida, such as questions, outlines, projeots
and problems are given by nearly all of the authors, Refer-
ences also included standard historical works. One thing
which the older historisal writers seemed to inolude more
than present writers do, was the pronuncistion of names.
The most logloal place to put tha~pronaﬁciation A8 direct-
ly efter the word, and not at the end of the chapter.
| The teaching eids are valuable to the beginning
teauhergtgiving them suggestions they might mot think of,
or practice, for a long time, until they had worked them
out for themselves: The questions at the end of our pres-
ent day text hooks ars less inolined to be the type which
are used, msinly, for the review of texts, but more to

forae the student'to think of sooial and eponomic problems.

BG_ M. Whippla""ﬁeed@d Invaatigation in the field
of the Text Book," Elementary Sohool Journal, 85:576-82,
April, 1935, s
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The appendices of the fext books inolude the Consti-
tution, and the usual Peclaration of Independence, The old~
er texts added a list of dates, presidents, and faots bthat
are usually left out of the most recent texts. Present
texts replace these pages with economio tabulations, or may
have out the appendix down to the Constitution alone,?

A point that can not bs measured so objectively is
the quality of piéhur@s in the various periods. Pictures of
the earlier group were of the portrait type, that is, pic-

‘turas of famous men were scattered profusely through the texts.
014 wood outs were also used. Many of these wood cuts, it
must be remembered, were produced to propagate ocertain
ideas of the day. This naturally meant the inolusion of
propaganda through the plotures of thes text,

The use of éuenaa from historical films has improved
the gquality of the pilotures in our recent texts.

?1@turas have&kﬁmn raplaaed by tables, showing
statistical records by'mmmw*mr aur*mmra esonomic inolined

text book writers.lﬂ

| 9
G, M. Thompson, Hisbtory gg;&g fiates,.
Boston: Benjamen H. Baﬁborn and E%ZTQ%B PP

10100, 018,
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The use of better plotures, such as those of scenes
instead of portralts, plus the use of word piotures through
better description of events, has made our modern texts
more readable. Although they 4o not read as oagily as story
books, yet they are better tham our old texts, which were
books of faots which were to be drilled into the student's
mind. | - |

The eize of typs and the quality of paper used in
the texts was all of a high grade, The type was all large
enough that eye strain would not result if a normel amount
of light was used.

Al of the anthors, aceording to the statement of
thelr purposes in the preface, were Yo make a batter hige
tory than the rbmmer @néa had. ¥aoh %ried, by stressing
his particular viewpoint, to sonstrust a mors readadle,
interesting %ext, As each one of their efforts failed to
reaoh the ultimate perfeoted text, 1t seemed to inspire
others to attempt to add to the former works, In this
manner, our ﬁaxta have inoreased in thelr teachadbllity and
alarity.

A study of table Izll showing the length of the taxt

llgee Table I, p. 17
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hooks shows a dqoided trend toward a longer text., The five
booka written before 1909 averaged 417 pages. The text
books which were oopyﬁighte¢ between 1900 and 1920 averaged
544 pages. This’was an inorease of 127 pages per text, over
tne‘former pariad- _ L

The hooks oopyrightad artar 1820 had also ineoreased
in size. They averaged 600 pages, which wag an inorease
~of 86 pages over the tormer period,. and an inoraasa of" 183
rages over the first group, Thus in a 11tt16 more than
twenty years, the size of texts had inoreased forty four
percent. As will be noted in table T 2 mogt of this in-
oresse had gone into the story of the United States after
the Civil War, |

l23ee Table I, p. 16
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U CRAPTRR Y S e

AN EVALUATION OF THE SUBJECTIVE MEASURES
I. SOCTAL PROBLEMS |

~This chepter deals with the measures in the text
‘books. that were evaluated by tht auther in a subjective
manner. As has been stated before, the eriteria for the
author's ability to Judge in thils manner rests solely upon
hls experience in teaching, college work and the reading of
the text bhooka.
| «Most texts begin their disoourse in the chronolog-
ical mapgier, therefore Columbus 1s one of their first and
foremost oharacters. A defihite trend in treating Columbus
was found. The aariy authors, Barnaa‘and ¥ite, go into
pages of deteil explaining motives, Incldents in the voyage,
reaoction of the natives, and other tnings.l They tend also
to make a martyr out of the man, especially in the incidents
oceurring during the latter period of his life. The writers
during the World War period lef't out the osourrences of

the voyage, number of ships and sailors, and dwelt mostly

1 M. 8. Barnes, and Yarl Barpes, Studies in smerican

History, (Bostom: D, ¢. Heath, 1908), pp. L9~87.
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on the aoctual motives of the voyage, and its! results.®

Another prominent trend which was notioeable was the
decreasing number of "last words" of famous men. Barly
historical writers tended %o put in every famous man's mouth
' noble sayings.® HResearch has proven many of tuose falee, or
made up, meny years arter»the event happened. ‘The more mod»
ern writers, those after the 1920's, have used fewer of
' these, if any at all, The absence of noble "last words™
would tend to make the man appear less a hero in younger
ehildren's eyes, perhaps, but it would give them a truer
piocture of the man as a human being and less like a god.

If text book writers continue in this vein, in time
we will have texts whioh will present these men in their
true light, as belng men who had the same desires, emotions,
and feelings as other people. This will gradually break
down the feeling that history is something that really
never happened, but is merely & story.

The source of material used for arriving at a better

B N o e ,‘ ,
A+ B. Hulbert, United States History. (New York:
pouhleday, Doran and &o., [ng. 4 4), pp. 48«Bl.

3 « ‘
B. D, Fite, g;gpor¥ of the g%%%@d States, (Hew
York; Henry Holt and Co., §T%), pe 106G,

4 , ,
'ds Ae Beard and M. R, Beard ﬂ%%£o§x of the ted
%ﬁaw York: The MaoMillan 00., LOSE). tntvoed

B
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account of these femous men 1s available, if the writexs
of text books feel bold enough to use it in the_rﬁoe of the
storm of protest the use of it might bring.

The treatment of the Indian is a subject the text
writers seem to have passed over rather hurriedly, so that
the student is led to believe they were, as Mather tells us,
"things of the Devil that ocame to plague the Ghriatianu,‘and‘
so should be:daatr?yed"fi Nearly all of the authors have a
word Bondmmnina the abuse which wes heaped on the Indiens
by $he Spanish, however when 1t comes to dealing with the
Americans, it scems the Indians were given more of a "mquare
deal". The Indians' outlook on 1life, morals, and stege of
oivilization are trested only lightly, if at all, by the
various authors., This has e tendenoy to show the Indian
s a weakling. '

The great deoline in the numdber of Indians vaused
by such thiﬁga as "fire watern, vaneraﬁl digeases, amalh
pax,\tubaroﬁleaiat,méaslaa and the many other white men's
digeases were not mentioned. This naturally is going to
lead to the assumpﬁiqn that the Indians disappeared from

some unknown 0ause. The making of huge sups of money by

Einarnes and Barnes, 8%
(Boston: D. O, Heath and Co.,

tes in megie%% History
B), pp. B384,
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the professional politiclans, who got into the Indian ser-
vice for that purpose, was not given any spaoce. The treat-
ment of the slaves, by the southerners, (aocording to the
northern texts), was oruel, but the treatment of the Indians
by the government was a thing whioh was to be ignored.

Muoh ocan be done in this fleld in righting the opin-
lon of the American people, by an author who knows his faocts
and presents them in a logloal meaningful way. |

Religion as a motive for pettling in the New World
wes disoussed by all of the authors. The authors of the
earlier period were préne $0 give detalls of the religious
peremonies and bellefs, while the authors of the later per-
iod emphasized the religious motive ss a ocause for sektle-
ment, but did not go muoh further, The later authors tried
%o show that religion was a cause of settlement, but not the
one and only ocause, Hoonomic motives entered in as a faotor
causing migration to the New World. This trend was not as
obvious as the chenge in the treatment of eoconomic matters.

The subjest of education was treated in many differ-
ent menners by the authors, therefore a definite trend could
not be traced, Iduoation was mentioned, egpeclally in oon-
neotion with the establishment of publis education in New
Tngland, end tha founding of ocolleges. The desoription
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of the rise of our great public educational system after
the Civil War goes raiativaly unnoticed, being covered up
with the great importance of the rise of corporations and
trusta, Eite missed,a great chance to prove or dlsprove
the assertion of Governor Berkeley, that edusation opened
men's eyes end made them oritioal.6

The inability to measure the direct results of edu~
sation was probably a faotor in the historients mind, when
he wrote hin history of the United States, The present day
authors are likely to figure that the ohlld will recelve
1nstruetiényin this, in a oivios or guidanse course. gpace
was limited, politios and war were necesaary,(so they
th&ught), therefore the fragmentary story of educetion was
soatﬁerea through their hooks as import&nt eduoators like
ﬁaraéa Mann made a contribution.
| The question of slavery before the Oivil War was
teken down from it's moralistic perch by our more modern
writers of histery. Historlans of the later nineteenth
gentury were prone to treat the question slong aaational"
lines, even if the Civil uar had been over Por forty-five

years, The attempt of the older authors was to prove one

6 ,
Es D Flte, H%gtorﬁ 0 gg%ta% States, (New
York: Henry ﬁolt aﬁd 0e,y 4910}, pp.
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seation right or wrong, This, of sourse, probably oame
‘from their proximity to the Oivil War, or their training
by peraons who had been in the watr.7

Historians of the middle period, or from about 1910
to 1920, began to admit that both sides had arguments on
moral grounds, but both missed the eoconomic viewpoint,

The writera, from the World War on, are delving into
the question more deeply, pointing out to the Northerner's
argument that slavery was morally wrong, the faot that
factory csonditions in the north were as bad, if not worse
than the slave oconditions. The slave holdertsccomplaint
that he would not have any labor if the slaves were freed
is also being disproved by our more reoent soholars;a”'

The view was advanced by nearly all of the authors
that the Qivil War settled the slave guestion, This point
'ia true as far as aotual owning of the slave as a plece of

property was soncerned. The point has not been raised,

"nonry X, Chambers, A H%n%x;x of the 1tad
8 gse%, (New Orleans: University ub ng Go., 188
s Southern viewpoint,

™. H. Montgmmery, Leading Eggts or
(Boston: Ginn and a.. 89% or arn

%istgr¥
1ewpoint.,

84n, H. Maoce, American History, (New York: Rand
MoNelly and Co., 19857, P» L0l

Bonas, A. Beard, Bistory of the United gStates, (New
York, MeMillan Co., 19253, D % .
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however, about the southern share oropper and amall farmer,
both black and white. Are they as advanced as the slave of
the Civil War? Does the owner of the land not own them as
much as any slave was owned, through his power of foreing
them o buy from, and sell to the owner of the faym? Could
the negro do hetter by working as a laborer under supervis
sion and eontrol, or should he have his own little farm and
a mule?.

History which teaches us that a waikl problem has
been solved by some means, and that this problem will never
bob up agalm leads the shild to believe that history is
mpld stuff" merely %o memorize and tuck away. If soolial
problems were handled in such a manner, that the orussding
zeal of young folks would be aroused, 1t would cause them
to study these problems more, thus developing a broader
minded public that might be able to solve, or at least
alleviate, what our fore-fathers sought to solve with shot
 and ahdil af Gettysburg.

‘A historisn should be one who has studied the con~
ditions of his time, and he should be able to give a summary
of both sides of the problem to future generations. The
trend probably has been in that direotion, and will tend to

swing that way even more 80. The authors who wrote in the
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latter part of the ninetieenth century, gave for recent his-
tory, a few pages of faots in the last ahapter.g The main
body dealt with events that had happened during their early
lee'tima, or before. There is a tendenoy to ohange this,
although the historian is not willing to go out on a limb,
saying that this event of problem was of great importance
to the country hecause-»~-=-, This might be dangerous to
his reputation, in so far as he might be wrong in his Judg-
ment, He has in his hands reporis, opiniona, government
doouments, e%o,, whioh should guide him, The average child,
using hia text, has next %0 nothing except a few older texta,
an engyelopsdia and the world almanae. T4 semms, then, that

the author of the text book should give more ﬁpaaa t0 recent
ovents, letting his personal opinion be the judge of the

truth of his stateament.

II. BOONOMIC PROBLIMS
Some of the earlier authors placed at the begimning
of their texts, a chapter dealing with the geography of the
United States,’" This has been eliminated by préuent day

%ros1ah H., Shinn, Hist
(New York: Amerioan Book

J“OIQ;QN pp. 9-82.
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authors as unnecessary. With this, however, they have cut
out the effeot of geography on the individual.

Geography had a decided effeot on the building of the
British Jmpire. It saused them to be a nation of traders
and manufacturers, The protectiveness of the English Chan-
nel oaused the small island of England to develop and oul-
tivate demooraoy, while the rest of Gurope was falling
under the sway of benevolent despots during the fifteenth,
sixtesnth aﬁd seventeenth centuries. The geographical
sonditions that caused the isolation of Great Brijaln were
{nstrumental in making it a great oountry. They have aleo
operated £o igive the United gtates freedom from foreign
trouble during the earlier period of it's history, when
demoeracy was developing.

. The baokwardness of our mountaineers can be traced

| to the effeots of the mogntainn. outting them off from

outside oivilization ror.a long period of time. Thus our
geography or environment has oaused many of the sections
of the country to differ from others. The effects of the
environment on the yndividual seems to be one of the points
. many btexts left out.
The wealth of natural resources in the United 8%ates

waa'donoribed by all of the authors, The idea of consér-
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vation did not come into the books until about 1914, Lt
F%%m.that‘time on, oonservation became a much disoussed
aﬂ%@ect. Forests and timber lands %o be conserved were the
£irst prineipalknaﬁural resources, From thenoe the idea of
oanserVatioq has hecome a greﬁter subjeot for discussion.
Authors of oitizenship or oivies texts are enlarging upon
ﬁhis Tield greatly, so perhaps the stralght historian will
not need to give it as muoh emphasis in the historiocal text.

The ere for assigning economi¢ reasons for nearly
all historical events began shortly after the World War.
Previously most of the reasons had been political. The
)eoonumio reason that might have been back of Henry Clay's
sponsorship of the Xansas-Nebraska Aot was not mentioned,
The eoonomic side was: Henry Olay held western lands whioh
would be greatly enhanced in value if the territory was
" organized snd railroads were put aoross his laﬁda. The
idea given in the political histories was that his desire
wag only for the présidanay, which of ocourse¢ was mainly
political. The Monroe Doctrine was treated as a political

dooument to preserve the demcoratic form of government in

11Nat beosuse it had never been brought VYo the minds
of the Amerioan FPeocple, but because a prominent man, like
Theodore Roogevelt had not taken governmental steps to put
the polioy into force., As previous hlstories dealt with
government praotically alone, unless the government did
something it did not get into the hooks,
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South America. The adverse economic results %o the United
Jtates V?:zf'a,dsa in South Ameriva, if Spain reconquered hex
forelgn colonies and reserved all of their trade for hergel?,
were not mentioned.

‘ The couing of a group of uore afa&romm historians
'bmumm out the eanm_mm resgons, and they, in all probadile
ity, swung %o the other end of the pendulum aroh in sasign-
ing economio motives for all things. That we are still in
that era to a large extent is shown by the recent Nye vorld

ar investigation committee, which attempted %o pin the
canae of the United Btates golng into the war on the big
bankers and munitions makers. Some of the newer writers,
ag Jemes Truslow Adsme and Rugg, are swinging more to the
viewpoint thet the cause wes a mixture of politiecal, econom
)::l,n and speial factors,

Politioal relationship with South Amerios waas dis-
ousaed b.‘f all of the authors, but only one, Mace, brought
out very many of the eoonomic reasons for theae politicael
aotions.'? The treatment of Columhia by She United States
in the Panams case wae not disoussed in very great detail,
The sconomio offeots of the Momroe Dootrine, and its?

vory, (Hew York; Rend
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Roosevelt Correlary in regard to its' effect on trade were
never traced., The United States was a heavy investor in
South American industries and had an interest in the govern~
ment there also, as shown by the Monroe Doetrine, yet the
United States hiaﬁory texts make small mention of South
Ameriosn history in conneotion with that of the United
States. Recent writers are devoting more spage to the
history of gouth Amerioa, due probably to the inoreased num-
ber of dollars invested there. The writers before the Spans
ish Amerioan War only mention South Amerioca in relation to
‘to the Monroe Doctrine,
| - The rise of corporations, trusta, and finslly, holdiig
companies was disoussed by all of the various authors, {(hold-
ing companies by only the recent ones). There did not seem
to be any general trend in regard to the treatment of big
‘businasn by the authors. One author dwelt mostly on the ad~
vantages whioh were derived from the consolidation of smsller
business, while the next one discussed the slum afid labor
condi?ion, caused by the coming of large industrial empires.
Tha authors of text books published during the World
War period did not seem to "tone down" any of the Taots
aoourringvduring our kevolubtlonary wWar period. As the United
States and Great Britain were in allimnce at that time, 1%
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was aasumed, beroga the investigation was undertaken, hhat
the war-time authafa might eliminate some of the differences
- of opinion existing between the two ocountries during the
Revolutiovary War. This could have heen done in order that
the feeling of hostility between the two countries during
the infancy of the Uﬁited States, would not lap over into
the present period. Th;; tendénay did no% seem to be very
evident upon reading thé texta.

A very markéd tendency was found however, in the
treatment given the English actions, and viewpoint by the
first group of writers, (those before 1900}, and the group
writing after the wWorld War. i | ’ |

The attitude of the early writers was to prove that
the United States was right in their rebellion, and that
they won nearly all of the battlas.15 The earlief writers
wished to show that the Indian depredations were all per-
formed by the Indians on the Engliah aside,

The ohange of attitude toward Great Britain, brought
on largely by the World War, was probably responsible for
the later books glving greater oredence to the supposition
that the Americans were not treated so badly for that time

D. H, Hontgomery, ¢ Leading Faots of American
History, (Boston: The Maolii an%%:‘f’“ﬂ, , p-.-w.?%!.&.,..
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in fuot, soms authors point out that the ¢olonies had
greater freedom than any other colonies ownad by Buropesn
sountries, 4
Later writers spoke more of the economioe and finan-

alal csonditiona of the sountry during the Revolutlonary War
period, and legs about the various sampaigns. The early
writers deseribed troop moveménts in quite a bit of detall,
gave the numbers on each gide, the number killed, and var-
jous dates, The older texts are grand nooks to find a
long 1ist of facts in, but as to readableness, they are
very aifficult, |

. The awitude of the authors in regard. to the neces~
ity of war %o settle problems was not vary pmnaunead.
They all deplored war as unnegessary, and ususlly afxplained
1ts' oost in money and lives. There was another point in
which they were not so consistent however, the defense of
National Honor. The historians of the nineteeath oentufy
pirst deplored war, then told us that the nation had to de-
fend 1tq' National Honor. They next pointed out astories of

various war heroes who exolaimed, "Don't give up the ship™,

14
oharlea W Baard and Mary R. Emrd istory of
1 gtates, (New York: The uaomillan c&.z“wﬁﬁ. D
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and "my only regret is that I nave only one life to give for
my oountry." This type of bravery was pointed out to the
youth, but the whell" of war was not mentioned, If they
really want %o impress the youth with the futility of war
they should bring out the derk and sinister side,>® mhe
marchings, campalgns and atc.; seem the important ones to
the historian bent on trasing a oertain oours®, The value
of history to teach the child the truth that will ve of
yalue to him in his later life was left out, or gubmerged.

Historians of the latei period left out the speeches
of the heroes, and tried imstead O pring out more olearly
the consequense of cempaigns, rather than to trage troop
novements. The outbreak of the world war probably kept

many of the war-time authors from presenting some of the

truths of the World War, due to the faol their books would

pever have sold.
The idea of proteoting the "National Honor" seened

%o be fading in the later historian's books. Motives, both

sooial and eoonomis, becamé MOXO their themes instead of

the emotional gide of war spirit,

age on whioh the suthor of

5gpapter VI, Do 64, (page Ol
t4's charge).

this thesls ramwrote Pioke
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The attitude of the writers toward war, as shown by
thelr histories, seems to be one of an increasing question-
ing of the old saying that "war was a neceasgary evil®,

Authors, writing in the later nineteenth sentury,
were less inelined to point out the arguments sgeinst
lmperialism, They gave the faotual matters about the event,
but made little or no comment on the effeots of the imperial-
istic policy on the natives, They were inolined %o adopt
more of the Jingoistio policy toward the motions of the
United States., They reflected the attitude of the Ba jority
of persons of that time, in all probebility.l®

Historlans of the present era, that is, sinoe the

1920's were more apt to show our losses through the efforts

of our imperialistio era., This attitude occincides with that

adopted by the American people after the World War, The
Jingoistic Netionalism was much less apparent in their
writing, than in those of previous times.l? This was even

reflected im texts written by the same author as Muzzey's
While lMuzzey still

in 1911, and his later book in 1989.

16p, B, Montgomery, The Les
History, (Boston: G@inp and Co.,

17 , - oa el . Hlatawe
harles A, Beard and Mary R, Beard, [ Py
;84 ﬁﬁgggg} (Wew Yorks The Maemillan Go., 19E




gtays by his original oase, thaet the United States was
foreed into a war with Mexioo, there was a different views
point of our imperialistic polioy in the far east,>®

The papulation of a oountry must neceamsarily be kept
at & high piteh of emotion during a war. Therefore an
attempt was made to see how muoch of the emoticnal stories
or pfopag&nda orept into the various writera! accounts of
the United States Oivil War. A definite tremd oould not he
established here. Seemingly it depended more upen the man
than the time that he was writing., 8outhern writers 1ike
Evans were inolined to refute gtoriens whioh wore spreal of
the terrible suffering of northern priscners in the southera

prison camps, but emphasized that the blookade was outiing

off the necessities of 1ife. 9

The pyaoh@lmgiaal faotor in history means: 414 the

author bring out the
without

man at times, causing him to do unresscnable things

thinking? The mob element that onused the Boston Tea rardy

of this thing. Phe hatred of Andrew Jupkson

was an example

(Hew York: 0Oinm and Go.,

197.0wton B, Evans, T
bory, (New vYork: Benj.
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for the United @tates Bank, which was formed, not on economic
reaaoning, but on personal dislike of the perdon at the heasd
of the bank, was another,

This faotor, it seems, has only come into prominence
in our more recent text books, but 1t s%ill can be developed
further., Earlier historians were content to give the faots,
mainly political, without ccnneoting them very olosely with
the natural human desires and instinots, This made their
books storehouses of faots, but they lmoked the human ele-
ment, and geemed desd or dry, This made it extremely hard

for the pupil to gonueoct these incldents with real flesh

and blood persons,

I1I, INTERPRETATIVE PROBLIMS

A definite inerease in the soholarship of the texts

The suthors of the older texts had not attained
20

was noted,
ag high a soholastio degree before publishing thelr textis,

This wes noticed in the texts whioh gave lnoidenta which
have been proven untrue by historieal research., Older texts
acoepted the poem of Paul Revere's ride as true, and gave

him the oredit for arousing the countryside. Later histor-

20g6¢ Table V, p. 23



joel research hag found that 1t was not Rovere. ™ The
game disorepaney is true of the many noble ulteranses of owr

pational heroes. The older historians probebly found %

in histories, copled them, and 80 they were eairied oR.
Tnﬁ inquiring, or as is sometimes oslled “"debunking”, atti-~
tude toward these ghings had not arisen as yak,

Another faotor that has caused our later bhistories
40 he more gaaurate«may be the tendeney for apveral anihoye
%0 gollaborate on a text. This would give them @ ghenk on
eagh other, besides each oould speciulize in thag part of
the text he was best fitted for,

Some of the historians pointed out how a thing of
| or has affeoted things of the

the past waas gimlilar %0,

present. Phey do this, mainly, by & footnote oF parginal

There was not a definite spond in 0P
aome of the auihore

refeorence.

the texts in this manner, hOWeY 8T
while the other

in all pericds aid this,

strict ehranclogical order. peosts HALBREIJ

gtates devoted the lest palf of the vexh

Lems such 88 immigration. He traged our

pp—

21 .  rihe )
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problem from the earliest times to the present, putting in
only the various events {n history that were pertinent to
the problem,®?

The older authors outlined their materiel in shrono~
loglcal order and divided the period after the making of
our oonatitution into chapters, each dealing with an admin-
istration, 'Their emphasis was on the presentation of faots,
with little interpretation of them, The period was one in
whioh few efforts were made %0 ghow the student how these
events dovetailed together,

The next period, up 1o the end of the World War, was
one of experimentation, in whioh the usual echronologioal
order was used, bul attempts were made to fit the whole
geries of events together in a mwore perfect ploture. Tthe
authors gave more in the weay of opinions of events, and %he

effects of the avenis.

The lest period was one in whioh the authors attempt~
ed to interpret to the student, the happenings of history.
differences of opinion were found about

This difference in the interpretation may

pue to this fact,
certain events.

prove confueing $o0 the student, until he realizes that

PR
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nistory is a series of events, thut may be of grent impor-
ﬂancé to one seotion of the oountry, and nnt so great %o
another. Hulbert's story of the United Jtates gave a gresi
deal of space to the wes?l and the frontier, while other
authors gave 1ittle attention te this phase of our history.

E‘}f reading Trom geveral texts, the student would
more likely get the varisd views of our history, and a0
have a broader viewpoint In thinking of the United Btutes.

The author of this thesis decided o try o et
opinions of various gohool men as to the direstion they
pelieved the Socisl golences would hake in the future.
The men who were jnterviewed are: guperintendent galler
aﬁd principal Daniels, of tim fnid High Schodl pystem, in

Oklabhoma, guperintendent Hill, of ihe Huaboldt sohools,

Prma‘ipal YVan \slﬁrak, of the Topeke gohools, and DX, Yaolar-

lane of Kansas gtate Teachers gollege of Tmporis.

Thelr views 0D the subjeo?t ajiffersd as o the exanth

organization of the social gtudies in the puture, tut there
was the general recling that more gubjects would comé inte

ghis field, This would oause 1688 gpeoialization, and 8

great variety of subjeots, Reports from yarious 0olleges

Wy

£3,, p, Hulbert, Ui
Doubleday, Fage and G0y
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ghow that the soclal solence field is very popular at the
present time, and there is not any reamon that it should
not become incremsingly more popular,

Another movement in support of the view that soclal
secience will become a subjeod whioh will inolude many of |
our apﬂeimlizad'fialda.‘aa i8 the gooial studies program
{n the grade schocls in Kansas. If this proves successful
in the grades, it will be aarried to the high schools, and

1ater to the oolleges. The soeial studies in the grades
oma %o have

after 1t's preliminary stage of oriticiam,
survived =and beoone inoreasingly popular with bhoth the
sptudents and teachers.

mhe tesocher in the social sclence field of the fu~
ture must have & broader eduoation than the straight history
teacher of the present, This, of course, is just a suppo-
sition, but if the superintendents of sohools sturt demand-
ing this sort of person for their sosial solence Yenchers,

those who prepare mlbn@ this line will hre ochosen.



CHAPTER VI

TRENDS THAT WERE DISCOVEHED AND
THE AUTHOR'S RECOMMENDATIONS

| In splte of some ednoators frowning upon shronologl~
cal history texts and pgoommending that they should be
written topieally, the authors still follow the date line
in the organization of their texts, Home have rovised the
period after the 0ivil War into a topical Sreatment of eo=
sial oustoms, foreign relations and other sguch diviaions.
the general trend, however, ls 10 follow the time-honored
date line in writing the text.

The recommendat ion given gonoerning the writing ol
texts in this manner would be to oontinue the aame yypo of
writing until there 48 disoovered & better manper of organ-
new method which would tesch the faots

izing history. A

and yet leave in the ohild's mind some jdea of the tlme,

place and sequenos of events may be worked out, but as yeb
smended that

it is in the mparmmml ptage. 1t 1@ Teo00E
nistorioal events whieh are baned

authors try ¥0 point out

upon rundmantal patural lawd.
1818 eould pe polpted out very

That soononio faatore B G

the world War and the yay of

the text pook writers when ptudylng events

suooesafully by

jeading to the world Wal. ranios OF dupresslons and the
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causes that seem fundamental to them all oould be used in
the same manner. |

~ There are som encouraging sigus noted in the devel-
opment of more agourate history texts. The oredit for this
is probvably due to our students who have delved into many
‘cr our moralizing stories, and proven them false, This
tendency will, it is hoped, bring history olosed to the
axgo,t: solences and less in the realm of meta-physies., It
is reoommended that persons who intend to write history
texts firat read extensively of the present day B&ator‘ioal
maeax:qh bqrare beginning their texts. They should then
inelude in ‘nwu textas those ihinga which are more basie,
-ﬂla‘aaving the questionable heroic parts to writers of histor-
lcal novels, who do not have to be absolutely acourate in
their presentation of historical eventa,

Bduocation, through the public sohool, as a faotor
in ;shap’:lng 'ﬁhe destiny of the United gJtates, is a toplo
that needs expansion and thought by the writers of future
text books. Previous authors hé.ve minimized the effeot of
the public sohools on the life of the United gtates. The
sooinl oustoms and ideals prodused in our schools are those
of the next generation, so they are very important to a

peraon attempting fo. understand the atfitude of a people
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at a certein time, It is recommended then that more of the
story of ouyr publio schools be inoorporated in future his-
tory texts.

The present day suthors are treating the Oivil ver
more as an econonic and sooial problem, rather than a moral
issue over slavery. Authors should devote 8 apaoce after
the atory of the Civil War comparing the status of the
negro under slavery, and the atatus of the negro today.

The usual text book writer leads us to the conslusion

that the blaock problem has been solved. He may be merely
hushing it up, heping‘that we will forget it, or overlook
it, iore of the sociologista' findings and faots raggrﬂimg
this problem ﬂhﬁuldAbe presented. Although we are aware of
~the problem, most of ~ur opinions are founded on prejudice
rather than faots, The soclology oourse may present these
faots to the students, but tnéra are only a few students
saking sooiology, while American History is a required
course in nesarly every state. If the Amerloan History

Yext devotnd part of its' pages to this problem, it wonld
shed light upon one of our great soolal problems.

There is a distinet trend toward gr&atar‘amphahia
upon present day history, and less upon the story of former

vimﬂu.l Authors have devoted a grester number of pages of

13se Table I, e 16
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the reasnt history texts to the period of the twentieth
century. This praotice should be continued, as it inter-
ests the students much more to be studying events in his
lifetime, or s0 c¢lose to 1t that he can trace them back
tmugh aontemporaries. The recent nistory‘ahnu‘ld also
oontain a discussion of the gocial problems the student
will probably face. | '

It is recommended that geography be stressed in
Yexts more than it has been, It should be handled more
from the viewpoint of the effects of geography upon the
individual and how 1t affests his aotlons. The tendenoy at
the prepent time le to leave out much of the story of na-
“ture, and put in more of the story of man's astions.

There is a definite tendeney to give soonomio rea~
so‘nay'as‘f the'. cause of mens! actions, This ta;aanc:r began at
the time of the World War, and has prograsséd rapidly sinoce.
The sgonomioc factor is a powerful motive foreoe in directing

mend#? actions, but 4t can be over-emphasized if taken as

the only factor ocausing people to do things they Ao, The

autirve must temper economic reasons with & knowledge of
human baingia; and bhow far economio factors can guide mens?
aotions. Heredity and environment &akfr‘ % hand in shaping

human destinies as much as esonomwis i oeaons at times.
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The trend in the desoription of war has ohanged from

that of tracing campaigns to devoting most of the spaoe to
studying the causes and results of the war. We have many
facts bearing out the idea that it ia usually futile to
attempt to settle econemio and soclal problems by means of
an armed abnquoat. The historiens usually deplore war and
tell of its’ sasualties, cost and immediate economic re-
sults. The manner in which they desoride the ﬁur. however,
~ tends to make the ohild think of it as a glorious, dashing
adventure, To illustrate this polnt‘thka'an exoerpt from

y of the American People, desoribing Pioke
ett'aﬁahargagat Gettysburg.

- - "1t was the moat dremetic moment of the war, as
Plokett's splendid division, with perfect order, swept
across the plain whioh separated the two armies and
dashed up the opposite slope in the facs of a wither~
fire from the Union guns, The men went down like grain
‘before a hailstorm, but still there was no pause. A
hundred men led by Armistead pierced the Union line,
and planted the stars and bars on Cemetery Ridge~ the
high water mark of the Confederacy. But no human bra-~
very sould stand against the blasting wall of fire that
olosed in upon Piokett's gallant soldiers. The line

of grey wavered, then stopped, then bent alowly baock-
wards and broke, Theaday, the battle, and the South~
srn cause were lost.”

The slaughter was terrific, and the effeots of this

Muzzey's Higtor

23. 8., Muzzey, History
(New York: Ginn and Co.,

Amerioan People.
.
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on both the North and South was to have lasting effeots.

If more of the "Hell" of war had been included in the des
soription of the battle it might have read like this;

"This was %o prove one of the most foolhardy oharges
made in the war, Troops were to be thrown against
fortifications that held more men than the attaoking
troops. Fifteen thousand men charged into the face of
8 Tire that oonsisted of cannon, grape and musket shot.
Nearly five thousend of them died. Shot tore through
their ranke, disembowling, blowing off heads, blinding
and malming men who desired to live, but who had besn

' eaught in the politigal whirlpool of the slavery gues~
tion, and s0 were suoked into the maelgtrom of war,
~About fifty perosut were to emerge from the battle ag
buzzards' food., The resulta of the dbattle did not stop
. here, but went on for generations,
¥ive thousand, or more, mothers, wives or sweethearts
. were plunged into deep mourning for their dear omes who
‘'would not oome bavk. Mothers who had suffered and
‘worked hard $0 reise these young men to manhood, so
they oould earry on the name, honor and traditions of
the family, now knew that all of their sacrifices were
in vain,” '

‘ Thus olosed the battle of Gettyaburg that proved
‘what? Oertainly mot that either side was right, only that
-maﬁwho were wel) eguipped, and behind fortifications,
ocould kill enough of & smaller force bofore ths attacking
foroe oould get there to insure the vietory for the men

behind the fortifications.

Phere is a tendensy for the texts to beoome more
human, beoanaeltha writers are putting into their stories
more'or'Qhe human aidé of the men desoribed, The individ-

ual characteristios naturally color the person's actions 80
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a brief biographio summary showing more of the individual's
private virtues and shorteomings, glves the pupll a chance
to see thg man more realistieally,

This should oontinue as 1t will not only add to the
pupil’'s interest but It will alsc give him a knowledge of
people anﬁ‘thnir‘aotians. Human paycpalagy eould be taught
here without having a special course in‘it dished out and
labglad psyohology. It will cause text books, however, el-
ther to ﬁa larger or to have supplementary readings ﬁa‘gc |
with them, - | |

The Eexﬁvbabk'writers of our moia recent texts are
attempting to interpret, to the students, more of the feel-
ing of the people toward thelr problems, and what caused
them to feel that way. This is ealled‘interpretiva history.
It ia easier to read and understand, but it leaves out many
of the faots the older historians felt could never be dis-
pensed with., This type or'writing hes ita' shortoomings,
but when it is done by a oompetent writer, its' assets
outweigh its' llebdilities.

After talking with some of the leading school men
aconserning the future trend of scolial soienne teaoching, the
author of this thesis arpived at the oonolusion that the

future teaohers of soaial science oourses will have %o
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broaden their eduaatipn, rather than to spesialize in hig-
Sory or esonomics, The knowledge of a great many fields
will be necessary to the future teacher, in order that he
may give to the pupils a mors oomplete story of the happen-
ings of the past,

Maps in recent texts are muoh better in as much as
- they deal with matters that are more social or eoonomia.
" Maps in texts of tbetlatter nineteenth century were nearly
all upon political matters or military campaigns, The fao~
tors whioh will affeot the pupil's life most direotly will
be the asosial anﬁ'aoonwmia‘ﬁrablama. The maps then that
deal with these matters wiil be of‘th@ greatsst value %o
the average studsut in later life.

The piotures in texts of the reoent period temd to
be better suited to show thg'hiatoriomi pericd than those
in text books of an earlier périad. Soenes from historioal
Tilms make better plotures for texts, as far ss convaeying
a thought, than do portraits of important men, Cartoons
labeled propaganda gives to the pupil the idea that there
wore\two sides to the question. Plotures, muny times,
make a greater impression on the students' mindm than the

printed words., It is, therefore, wise to have plotures on

. avery third page at least., Large plotures are not neoes-
sary, but something to 1llusbrate the thought of the words
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should be there.

The indexes were a weak point in many texts, The
index will beocome of g#aatar value %o the students, as he
learns to use 1t; Teaohers who &ssign problems, and then
require students to use the indexes %0 find thelr material
would weicame‘t&xt& that are more fully indexed. |

It is recommended that proreaeienal indexers, alded
by the authors, make out the indexes, It is hoped that
‘they make a better index than has heen mede in the past.
Tven If this adds a few pennies to tpa gost of ﬁhe text,
1ta! greater value to the student will off-amet the extra
expense, | | | |

The pronuncistion of pames is & point many authors
negleot. They may put it in the index, or at the end of
the chapter, but few children are going to stop their
reading to look it up. They merely say the name and go on.
It is recommended that the pronunciastion be plased in thé
ﬁody of the text, just after the name., Thus it will not
interrupt the thought of the sentence to prcnoun@alit, and
will give them the enrreot.pranunciation at the beginning
of thelr study of himtory.

The type of queastions given by text book authors,
at the end of the chapters, are ohanging from the type that
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were merely to review the famots given, to the thoughi~
provoking type. This trend is in line with the modern
educational theory that the ohild should be taught %o
think, rather then to merely memorize something, and give
it back to the teacher, during the recitation period.

This 1ist of recommendations, it is hoped, will
some day be fulfilled, by our greabt group of text book
" writers who are conaﬁantly striving to make our text books

more interesting, acourate and readable,
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PEXT BOOK DIVISTONSL

parnes and Barnes-1881

Period. Mumber of Pages
geography hafore 19
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Age of‘viaéovary 50
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Revolutionary Records 70
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The Completed Unien 34

408
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. period . Number of Pages
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Revolution 68
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’ : J——"
45

FURUS

lTaxts are arranamd ﬂlvh&bétl

verocentage
84

pally ¥ periods.
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Fiske- 1604

Period | Number of Pagee Peroentage
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——
480

ghinn, Josiah H.~1803

Pariod : Nusber of Pages
pre-Historio Amerioa 26
Exploration and Adventure 38
gettlement andf0010n1a1 66
pevelopment
French and Tnglish Wars 24 o
Revolution and, Indepen- 80 1946
dence
96 gk

Rise of Republic

gouthern contederacy war 8o
30
M

483

Reconatruated Union




Taylor, Bdward-)8e?7

Period Number of Pages
?we~miaaovary‘ 25
pigoovery and Explors 14
ation o
3&ﬁt1amant,and Revo- "8
lution
Administrations to 220
MoKinley

B84

Channing, Baward~1907

Period Number of Pages
Discovery and Explo- 50
ration
Colonies and Growth 120
Revolution o 45
Constitution to War 110
of 1812
geoession to Natl. 198
Develoymen’d
National pevelopment 59

w

568

&4

Peroentage
8%
L

844

Percentage

0%
804

a4
19%
peg

10%

100%
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Disoovery 8 184
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{an Period
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Recent 39 v

.S ———— R——
520 100%
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rxploration 29 o
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elopme % 14
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Divergence
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A 71 144
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4l
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P i
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peard and Beard~1921

Period
Colonial
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Foundation of Unlon and
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West and Jacksonian Den.

geotional conflict and
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National Growth and
. World Politios

Progresslive Dem, 8nd the
World War,

Number of Pages
%
62
(4

78
84

128

118

¢1o

\

Perventoge
7%

204

7%
14%
50%

2ad

100%

percentage
18%
104
124

18%
184

g16
a0k

10049
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getting a Fooihold 10% | 20%
Community Reldtlong 113 £0%
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Nation Versus Section 74 18%
New Problems o Solve 86 14%
rhe Life of Today 89 14%
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568 100%

Hulbert, Aroher Butler-1924
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100 184

The Background of
American Bistory

Independence and Growth 178 30%
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secession and pavil War 110 18%
Heonomic Revolution | 186 844
and 1f's Resgulis ‘ ‘

571 1004
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America, an Immigrant 47 %
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amerioan Forelgn Polloles g 11%
Demoorasy end Industrial 124 BO%
Development
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Type of Government e o

645 100%
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