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CHAPTER I
* INTRODUG TION
. Statement of the Problem

Thie study is an atbempt to find in certsin selactive and repregent=
ative novels of "bh‘u;» South, from 1880 to 19,55.' 8 revord of important and
authentic ohanges whioh reflest, in & measure at least, the traueition from ,

the 014 Traditional South to the New Souths
Purpbaa of the Study
The purpose of this investigation is to rote the extent to whigh the =
novels usged in this #tudy prosent and interpret the changing iifa of the
Southern people, History asserts with finellty that certain events have come
to pagss but trends, reﬂaotéd by means of the deliocate ertistry of ﬂa_ticm,
are more subtle,

Litersture is the expression of life in words of truth and bemutyy it
is the written redord of a man's spirit, and of his thoughte, emotions,
and a._{pirmions; 4% is the history, and the only bhistory, of the humen
souly ‘ ' :

Primerily this is & study in Ameriear Literature, m#iacuusiona of

the changing aspeots, becauss of their charscter, may lesd to the flelds of
history, psyshology, end sooiologys but there will be no technionl interpre=

tation of them as suchs This survey has been made with the desire to find to

L i1itam g, Long, Baglish Literature (Bostons Ginn and Compsny, 1808),

Pe 8,



a
what extent the authors of these dhonen novels disouss sooclel Fforees; and Lo
. shoolry in & swadl measure, the suthentioity of flotion ageinet that of history.

. Régumb of ﬁiﬂtarim‘al Paota

la disoussion ia presented as o means of setablishing s stendard by
whieh to judge the novels sgeleated for this 'atudy. mw to the Givil Vier the
Southern mpm, bmum w mmm natural ma, w&a foress, wade & decided
emw o form e ﬁiat&mtﬁw Swﬁsh@m ammmm, ‘mw af he Eoglish people
Whﬂ some te the South were of the upper ahum Thedy howe 1ife and asgocie=
tioms had boen of sush & mtm ag to pwfwmm the wode of living which they
established in thelr new homes 7

 Boayd aaya that the wmm with vhish hhm Seuthern plenter mede his woney

émg:im with the deairable dlimatio gonditions tended to produse o pleasure
and Ty 1wii;x@ peoples Thelr sgrarianm type of nm wug lonsly, and planned
gotharings , amﬁ as m humta, bells, and dinners wore their only mesns of |
sooinl mﬁmhi From this partiouler wmm of oulture and wode of 1ife there
hag been drevn the glorified and romsntio ploture of the 0ld Rewth,

Yontrone Jy Hoses tells ua this was almost the only aMMim of that
part of ﬂm sountry until 1800 oy 1865, when the ebildren of the givil Vnr
votorans had veashod maturity and viewsd affeirs from that distanse,”

% Charles Ae and Mary Re Board, The Rise of Ameriomn Civilisstion
(New York: The Maomillan Compeny, 1980}, pPe A80~4le

s Yontrose Ja Moses, The Literature ot‘ -z:m Bouth (rew Yol
Thomma Ye Crowell end Gompany, » Phe
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The ideals and culture of the plantation were founded on glavery and
oume to their final ﬂmri\ng:beuauaa of the eoonomis importanse of the cotton
industry.
The plantationeswith its 'great house' for the master and mistress,
Ats eotiage for the overseer, its quarters for soores of nogro slaves, its
lending on & navigable river, and its barns and tool shops, in short, with
.H:aa‘ gemiwﬁaudml’ jzaoc;a of uf@mbegamaxm eovnomio wnit of the tide-water
region of Virginia and the Carolinas, ‘ ‘o
With the Anvention of toxtile machinery and the development of a‘ groat
dwmmi for ootton, oame what imtghﬁ be oalled the i,mpwiuliatta period of the
Souths The Cotbton Kingdom was anlargéd; ungeyupulous planters were making
enormous profite from growing eotton on virgin soll and by means of Lllegal
slave traffic. BSome of the more importemt lesders had visions of mﬂanding
the slave 'tarrita;lvy to the Paoifio and M, thm”@ﬁlf of Mexico. A great mny\
of the Southern thinkers hegan to turn to the 4dafenaa‘ of slavery and to estab-
14sh politisal theories with which to justify their peculiar institution,5
This semisfeudsl aristoornsy was very imgrown and narrow of view-point,
This wealthy cluss of planters locked to England for their oultures English
plays were presented in m few large Sowthern oities and were atbended by the
nobility of the South, In the fleld of fiotion, mearly all reading was oome

fined %o books published in the homﬂ-lmdms

, & Walter Fuller Taylor, A History of Americsn Letters (Boatony The
Amarican Book Company, 1938), ps C1%« ‘

° Loos stts

® maylor, ops oit., pe 217,
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Wyl m}.uvm, m spesking of the Resonstrugtion peried, lwms mﬂa thia
toree and epigrammatic anportiony
Prevonted by superior foree fvom sotusl secensim, the South sought
solace ln apiritusl cooessiony completely iwpoverished, the best of ite
mavhood gone, the one way of 1ife 1t lmew destyeyed, the South turned its
foos backwnrd and oreated a legend of the puat,” ‘
There ure vany other f'aax'ma %o be oonsidered for t&w bealzround of
this study.  One of the most important is the rasiul question, which played &
w.ri:. partiovlarly during the M%!L Wox and the time mmd!.awiy

w:py Ay
i"anmmm The politicsl and scoiel aspeots asf this problem are so olosely
interwoven that they wust bo disoussed as & unlbs:

Phanisl @hwmw»iatiea in f:hmnm@ are as unchanged hy natoralization
By ure anal ahnmamriatiaw The melting pot merely awwumm. 1t never
cbliterstes trasen of racial &awlnmmﬂa Thie definite stabtement by a m
of insight forms an exevllent basis for further oonsideration of the ma&al
pmmm which has aﬂm;m‘ ﬁmp&y cononrned the South. The Mwmhmbammom '
fate in their mat for doing what they considered right for the Yegro, gave
no. 'mm@%; to *:lw blaok mants lagk of pmmwﬁm«u for olitizenchips, The South
knowing the Regro, and ‘mmmm; his many limitations for suoh sudden and
sowgelled amaguty‘ lmew the denger of the Emaneipation Pronlewations The
fight put up by the Southern people was primurily an econmmio eney yot, on its
wﬁim side thore remined the Integrity of the vhite raoe, snd ite right to

7 Mark fullivan, Our Times, The Twenties (Londony Charles Seribmer's
somo, Lide, 198B), Voly TT, Te W04,

8 Russell RBlarkenship, Averloan Literature As an amem of the
Hatiomal Mind (Wew Yorky Henry TOLE B4 UOMPATY s LUB0) e De




B
milnteln the ascendanoy, st lemwd, bl 1 i:ha Vezroes were adumwrﬁ and
treined for thelr new freedom,”

The plantation South, besauge of lts partiovisr rensoning and
{nterpretution of nadions) losues, alwaya stopd for lossl authority, whieh
thay ohoss to term Sbetes Rights, The politiedene of the Sotton Kingdom
turmed thelr baoks om sll the Joffersoniam teashings exsept this one
Aootring The politionl %mm. *rhe Solid ﬂMh,“ aame Prom the maapm@
of Mw Demooratis parby, not the $deal of Demooracy, when the Rewmicm |
party took it strong stand for sbelition,i®

fhe South, in the warly stege of its dovelopment, was & mbvdetly
sgriouliural sowmteys A stupendous undeyboling for the daye of Rosune |
ghruotion wee for Uhe South to sdusete its peeple to the new seenomls order,
vhioh wao tomard industrinlies, For the true Southern gentlewen snd those
slosely conneoted with the landed gentry, to bamish from thelr winds the
inborn fear of menial labor and the Mgmﬁatim of the trades wen an ulmemt
ummm ubmwlmu

Religlon s teo mme and oo ymrfui an Influence to trege its
effosy throughout this surveys Lt will be moted only when sertsin trends oan
be interpreted in the light of ite influénoe, In passing it is of note that
poms hisborievs heve agresd thedt the founders of the Southern eolomies seme
in o spivit of explovation and pevsonal gain, whieh han tended, no doubt, to
melce wolighon less potent In the development of the sarly South then in the
sgland and the widdle oolonlese It should be seld in justise to the

Row B

R

® Woses, ope oite, pe 208s
30 1m14,, ppe 130132,
1 Tbide, po 440,
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Bouth, that no weakness of charaoter encouraged the oonditions of the Colonial
Bouthy Any other people would have fallen into the geme channolge~the soil,
olimate, und physiosl demsrcations determined the line of least reslstencew
epiritual requirements seemed umondury to their physisal maeé.aqm

Between the wealthy Southern ariu*t;oumoy and the Wegroes were the
"poor whites" or the "serub settlarm mom have been, and still are, many
unkind epithets by whish they are called, No atudy of the fiction of the
South Wuld. bu oomplete wiﬁhwt mknuwladging them and thelr placs in the
Sﬁu‘h’hem régine, They were, in their early development, a by~produst of -bha
manorial system of the Cobton Kingdom, When owfything wes judged by land
guning, bhelr sooisl status wes definitely determined by thelir esonomio ntatusm
These people were for the most part dessendsnts of the indentured white
uei’v&ntu‘ who were byought ovey -from Emgland,

Before the Uivil War there had been littles provision for gemeral
sduoation. The weslthy femilies had tutore for their ohildren, and sometimes
for the children of the averseers WNo sohocling was provided for the slaves.
Thus, it wes not to be wondered at that the hisbory of general edusation, after
the 0ivil War, was marked with meny oonfliots, The Southern whites objeoted
to the reconstrustion methods of instruotion. Illiterate men with no partle~
ular regard ‘for the sensibilities of the South were pladed at the head of
affuirs of ench institutions me the Freedmwan’s Bureau. The people recognized
the nevessity for edusation of & certain kind for eoonomio sdjustment; but they

12 Board, ops 0lte, Ps 1‘43.‘

13 yosos, ops sites Ps 171s



wanted it without Northern interferenss, which interference, in both educa-

tional and politicel affeirs, was mostly of the "Soalswag" m& "anypetebag"

mriwbynu

SOURCES OF DATA

The fiftesn novels llsted below are the primary sources 'us-ad in this

air;xagel;ssr.~  Some Qf&hw early novels were borrowed from the Library of Congress

and the Unlversity of Chicago,
The Grandissimes

..??f‘.;?. Crisis

The Virginian Comediens

The Leopard's Spots
‘3an”b9r1s :

Th_u “Deliveranes

Bﬂrm Ground

Mamba's Daughters

To Have smd To Hald

mmllw Barn

The Prophet of the Great Smolcy

\ M@uutuim~
Red Roolk

Soarlet Bister Mary

The mma_ g__g Han
Unﬂ;uuheﬁ ﬂmh_naral

14

Beard, ops 0lte, pe 145s

 Oable
Churahill

Gooke

Dixon

Fuufm.mr
Glasgow
Glasgow
Heyward
Jobnston.

Kexmady

. Wurfree

Page
Peterkin
Roberts
8tribling

1880
1801
1854

1902
1989

1004
1925
1929
1869
1851

1885
1898
1828
1928
1934
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For literary background, the oritionl materiaml of such euthors as
Parrington, Van Doren, Quimm, Blankenship, Tmylor, Overten, Sulliven,
Baldwln, Pattes, and Harldns has been oomsulted, For biographlesl sketohes,
the recent and suthoritative Dietionary of Amerisan Blography by Johneon end

Malone has been useds For the oontemporary writers, Living Authors, edited

by Dilly Tants, and periodiosl literature have furnished the data. The

Bookman The Ameriean Huvl‘aw g@'_ : Mtaratm, Amerivan Mefmuqr. Satu_rday Roview

of Literature, and other relleble sources have been used extensively.
 For histordesl background, the general histories of Besard and Fiske
have furnished the datas The New South by Bruce and The Cothon Kingdomy A

chrm&g of the 014 Sauth by Dodd bave been used extensively. Our Times,

by axk Sullivan, which 1s s oritiocsl commentary wn the Nineteen Iwentles,
has given wnlusble suggestionss Meny perlodiesl artloles frem Soribuer's,
Harperd, World's Wox‘-_k, Hew Raggbno, School and Soslety, imeridan Revlew, and

The Nation bave been used to furnish informtion soncerning recent scolsl snd

politionl trends of the South,
METHOD OF PROCEDURE

The novels for this survey have been geleoted according to the favore
able oritisisms and their frequensy of mention in dook reviews and litersture
toxtss They hava beon grouped me oonslstently ss possidle in shronologloel |
ardoy, with the mwpﬂon of four whioh are grouped thematleally,

. ¢itations have bewm glven to illustrate the changes whioh have taken
place in the South and to check the suthentlolty of fiotion ageinst that of
higbory« The folldwing speoifie points have been oarefully investigated:
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1l Types of charaoters who appear to be unique or indioative of the
. Bouths
- Ba Mucial feolings.
d» Place of the "poor whites,"
4 m mention of old fawilies and habits, whioeh show tha tandmwy
to retain old traditions. |
. Ba A,J.Itwima to eduoation, pul’iti»ﬁag and religion if theyl 11lustrate
apecial trends,
é‘m Agrarianism versus industrialisme

~ The T}niﬁnd Stetes Catalogue, The Publisher's wmde List Anmual, and

'ﬁm cmmlwbi.w Book Index have heen consulbed for mztra meterials TPForty-six

mwla with mha’ced bibliography, whioh oould be uned supplmnt&ry to
this study, are offered in the Appmaim



QHAPTER II
THE SQUIR OF THE UOLONIAL PERIOD
Blographleal Sketoh of Mary Johnston

Mary Jotuston's To Heve and To Hold with its background of esrly

Gcﬁloﬁlu deys in Jamestown, v&.rginia., very properly opens this study. Its
ricimess of looal aolor sugmented with many mcourste historical details
makes it en excellent book with which to begln,

Hary Johnston, & daughter of Major Wi Johnston ci‘l the Confederate
Am&s was borm in Bushanan, Botetourt Counby, Virginis in the m&- 1870«
Her fathey's knowledge of the South '.and of ite past fgstered her intereat
in higtorys No doubt her early historical novels were the direst result.
gritice have agreed upon the very fine asocuraoy of all her histovioal
novelss Her nmovels combine faotusl exaotness with a romentis treatment,
whioh in the hands of o lesser artist might have been en unfortunate sombi~
nations Mise Johmstom spent many years in Burope; but whenever she was in
the United States, she was at her home near Warm Springs, Virginia, wWiss
Johnston is not considered a true southern nowvelist, simply begause her
heart is theres Hey novelsg of the early South are chosen beoause of their

exvellent portrayals of the type of people who settled thare-l

1 Jomn Farrer, The Literary Spotlight (New Yorks George He Doran snd
Company, 1984), pp. 45«80
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To Have and To Hold

“i‘hia story oﬁms 1:1 aarly ooloﬁi#l days. about 16821, w.d ig conoerned
with certuin higtorical ovents whioh took plme in and about Jamestown,
Virginia. The plot centers meinly about the sending from Englend of the
n&na‘by maidans,’ who are purchaszed for wiwa;‘ The price of a@h ‘irs plaoced at
one humdred end twenty jmmds of tobascos Omptain Relph Percy a‘hoama for
hia"'bridé, Jooslyn Leigh, the Kiﬁg*a Wards She has 4eseaped to the oolony
disguised as her own ma:-ld and using the meid‘*s names Lord Carnal, the King's
pms‘mf favarite, and to wham the Xing has promiwd Joselyn, pursuves her to
Jemestown. Her hatred of him knows %w bounds end she is willing to brave any
hardﬁhip, even death, to esaape fmni him, Captain Perscy, with *Eha‘ help of
his de'm'bﬂd t‘riend, Jeremy Sparrow, keeps his wife in defilunce of the Eing 8
commands and Lord eamalts plotes

There are three sonflicts throughout the stery. The first, and of
oourae the outstanding one, is the personsl conflict hetwesn the two men fn# |
the Pavors of the 1rwe]‘.y‘ Jovelyn, Second, there is the sontinunl strife
between the Indians and the white settlerass The third, more subtle, is that
between ‘t:hew mast loyal to England and others who are stralning at the bunds

whi.eh bimi them to the Mother eountry.

Gltations from Jo Havs and Jo Hold

With an impatient sigh, I ewept the letter fyom the table, end, taking
from the ghelf that held my meager library e bundle of Master Shake«
- @peare's lays (gathwged for me by Rolfe when he was last in London) I
began to reads + »

8 Mary Johneton, To Have and To Hold, (Boston: Houghbton MLfflin
Oampsmy. 1899), ps 7.
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"This lady," I said, teking her hend as she stood beside me, "ia my
true end lawful wifa, your mistress, to be honored snd cbeyed as suchy
Who fails in reverence to her I hold as mutinous to myself, emd I will
deal with him nocordingly. She gives you to-morrow for holiday, with
double rations and to each a meesure of rum."

"Before we enter Jemestown, Diocon, we'll pass through s certain field
and beneath s oertein trees Do you remember what happened thers some
yoars agof”

"I am not likely to forget it, sir, you saved me from the whael,"

*Upon which you were bound ani ready to be broken for drunkeneas,
geming and loome livings I begged your life from Dale for no other
remson, I think, than that you had been a horse~boy in my old Company in
the Low Countriess Got wot, the 1ife was soarcely worth the savingi

"pale would not let you go soot-fres, but would sell you inte slavery,
At your own entreaty I bought you, sinoe when you have served me indifw
ferently well, You have showed amell penitence for past misdeeds, and
your amendment hath been of leaser bulke A hardy rogue thou wast born
snd a rogue thou wilt remain to the end of time."

"Our onuse is just, My Meabers," he oried, "We stand here not for
England alones we stend for the love of law, for the love of Lliberty 4+ « »
This plantation is the leaven whioh is to leaven the whole lump, and
surely he will hide it in the hollow of his hand, end in the shadow of
his wings God of Battles, hear usi God of England, God of Americe, ald
the ohildren of the ouve, the Saviers of the other.,”

"I know that 1f the King's darling should meet death or maiming in this
duel, on Virginian soll, the Company slready somewhet out of favor, might
find moms diffioulby in expleining things to his Majesbty's sabtisfaction,"d

The walls were hung with arras, there was a noble carpet beneath as
well as upon the table, and apgainst the wall stood riohly ocarved trunks.
{n the table, beside a bowl of late flowers were e great silver flagon
gnd & number of goblets, soms of colored glass, strangely shaped and
fregile az an eggehell, The late sun now ah%m.ng in at the open window
made the glass to glow like preoious atones.

4 Tbddey pa Bl
4 mbids, pe 49,
5 mide, pe 64
@ Ibids, pe 96,
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Mastor Pary pulled the flagon toward him, tilted it, and found it
enptys. Hls rueful fuoce made me laughs My lord laughed too,~-somewhat
loudlys«~but ordered no-move wine, "I wish I were at the Mermaid egain,"
lemented the now drunken Seorctary. "There we didn't split e flagom in
three partes « » » The Tsar of Hersoorry drinks me down a guartern of
aqua vitae at u gulp,~-#I've geon him do 1%t 4 4 « I would I were the
Baechus on this oup, with the purple grepes adangle above me » » « Wine
and womenwwwine eand wowen « » s good wine needs no blush 4 « & good
shorries aadk™ « o & » His voloe died inmbo unintelligible mutteriugs.
and his grey unreversnd head gank upon the table.b |

‘ A door opemed and Misbresz Joselyn Peroy oame into the great room,

‘ 1ike e sunbesm strayed back to earths Her skirt was of flowered satin,
her bodlse of rich taffeta; between the gossamer walls of her Fremoh ruff
rone the whitest neck to meet the falrsst fece, Upoen her dark helr aat,

as lightly us = kiss, a little pearlebordered gap. A solor was in her
oheoks and a laugh on her lips, The rosy light of the burning pine aaress=-
od her,=-now dwelling on the rich dress, now on the gold ohain around the
‘8lendey vmish, now on the rounded arms, now on the white forehead below
the poarls.”

The Govermor had brough-b with bim from London, the yoar before, a sot
uf boxwood bowls, and had made between his house and the fort s noble
greens The gommlu:y mugt still use for the game thet portionm of the
- street that was not tobmeoco plentedy but the quality flocked to the Gove
. @moria green, and here, one holiday afternoon, a fortuight or more frem
the dsy on whioh I had drunk to the King from my lord's silver goblet,
was gathered a very great oowpanys The Governor's match was boward tem,
‘mon to & side, a hogshead of sweet scented to the wiotorlous tem, and a
keg of canary to the man whose bowl should bit the Jaokl0 ,

"4 mere triok," he said, with his great laugh, "but it has Mrwd me
well on more coossions than one. It is not known in Virginiae, sir, but
before ever the word of the Lord came to save poor silly souls I was a
playeyrs Onos I played the Xing's ghost in Will Shakespeare's 'Hamlet ™
and then, I warrant you, I spoke fyrom the cellarage indeeds I so fright-
#d players and playgoers that they swore 1t was witohowaft, and Burbage's
knesr did knook together in good sarnest,"

® 1bids, v 147,
9\Ib1du; ps LEO.
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"The Governor and the (ounsil sat there, with the Company's letters
spread upon the tables I heard the letters reads Sir George Yeardley's
petition to be relwased from the govermorship of Virginia is grented,
but he will remein in office wntil the new Governor, Sir Franols Wyatt,
osn arrive in Virginia, The Xing hath sent 8ir Rdwyn Sendys to the
Towers Wy Lord Warwiok waxeth greater every day. The wvery life of the
Company dependeth upon the pleasure of the Xingy snd it mey not defy
hime You mre to be taken into custody within eix hours of the reading
of the letter, to.be kept straltly watil the seiling of the Sante Teresd,
and to be sent home aboard of her in ireons. The lady is to go also,
with 1l honor, and with women to attend hery Upen resching Lendon you
are te be gent to the tower, the lady to Whitehall, The oourt of High
Commigsion will teke the matter under oonsideration at onoces My Lord of
Seauthhampton writes thet, besause of the urgent entreaty of Sir George
Yeardley, he will do for you all that lieth in. his powsr, but that Aif you
pro;w.g not yoursell somformable, there will be little that any one can
des ~ ‘

"Last year we had a mazque at court," she sald at length, breaking the
long ellence, 'We had Calisto. The Island was built of boarda ocovered
with green velvet, and there was a mound wpon 1t of pink sllk roseas There
was & deep blue palnted sky mboves My nymphs damsed ayoumd the mound of
roses, while I sat upon & real rook beside the painted sea and talked with
Ulysses.-«ho wit; my Lord of Bushinghame=in gold ermors That was »
gtrange, ilarigh’c « wmreal, and wearisome day, but not so strange and unreal
ag thig,™ « R - :

"ghe is an English Merohentman," seld Paradise. "Look at her ocolers.
A Compsny ship, probably, bound for Virginle, with a oargo of servants,
- gentlemen out or elbows, felons, children for apprentioes, traders, Frenoh
Vignerons, glagswork Italians, returning Counsilors and heads of hundreds,
with their lovely wives and daughters, men servants and maid seyvants. I
made the Virginis voyage once myself, omptain,"l :

"He. 1a Jeremy, your Honor, Jeremy who made the towm merry at the
Blackfriars, Your Honoy remgmber him? He had & siclmesn, and forsook the
1ife and went into the sountry, He wms known to the Dean of 8t. Paul tay
 All the town laughed when they heard he had teken orders,” ‘

"Jevemyi" oried the Treasurer. "Nink Bottemi Christopber 8lyi 8ir
Toby Belohi Sir Franois, give me Jeremy to keep in my cabini"

The Governor laughed, "He shall be bestowed with Captein Peroy where
hetll not laek for sompany, I mrmtg Jeremy}s Ben Johngon loved himj
they drank together at the Wermaid,"!

12 1hids, De 1714
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The nearest 1f not the merriest thing the prospest had to offer wes
the plllorys It was built so tall thet it was but & little lower than
the upper story of the goal, and it frosd my window et so short a dls-
tance that I oould hear the long whistling breath of the wreteh, who
happened to eooupy its It wes not a plemsant smound; nelther was the

- lived fwos, new branded on the gheek with a great R, and with a trickle

- of dark blood from the mutilated sara straining the board in whioch the
heed was immovably fixed, s plemsant sight. A little to one side was

- the whipping post: e woman had been whipped that morning, end her eries
hed talnted the air even more effestuslly then had the deoayed mthﬁrm

~with which certain smell devils had pelted the runway to the pillory.

I sat snd repreated to them the batter part of the seventh cento of
the sesond baok of Magter's Spencert's "Faery Queen.” Than I told them

~ the story of the Moor % Venlce, and ended by relating Smith's tale of
the three Turks headsy - Co . ‘ o :

-slmnary.l

In E Huve @dr Jo Hold, Mary Johmaton bas given a fine pém-rayalﬁ of

the oharacteristies amd tempevsment of the esrly oolonlsts, In this delinw
eation of ehax-"&utax»‘ ere found tﬁo natural ressons whioh osuged them to
obta.ﬁlish that partioular mode of living that has cowe to be firmly assocla-
ted with the 014 Southy, o

The feeling of eristocraoy was deeply imbedded in their neturss, and
they sesmed gonsoious thﬁh they were a olass set apart‘beamse of their early
advantegess To them their manney of living in England had seemed ideals They
same moetly, because they were unhappy from lack of memeys they still retained
the &osire for granduers In this sbory the officers of the ocolomy were nearly
all Noblemen, They put into dally praotlee the habits and oustoms of the
home lands There were great houses, wuch fessting and deinking, and mulling
over -“ past inoidents pertaining to life in London.

16 1hid,, pe 2644
17 1bid., ps 318y
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Biographlosl Sketoh of John Haten Cooke

John Beten Cooke wae a true son of the Souths His father m& John
Rogers Cooke, a distingulshed 1myw,. and his mother was ierie Pendlaton
Cookw of the famous Pendleton family of Virginiw As & vory young boy he
1ived at Glengary Plemtetion, then later sttendsd the scsdemy in Richmond,
He @.&mya “!sriea o write, and hia recognition as & wri’bar wes netionwide by
'!:hca m:m ha wag thirty.

He was an ardent swonaim&at. and gorved hhmugh the wn'ciz-e war,
aurmdmring mth Ganaml Lee at Appometoxs Mary Frances Page, of the welle
enown Pages of Virginie bwam his wife 8horh1.y after their marrisge they
moved to the Briarss It Was thém he spent the rest of his days, dividing
hiag 'ﬁim between farming and writing. He wa’a- a true ceveller, one who
ldealized the past, ﬁm’i whoge pralge for Virginias was without measure{:®

 The Virginiaen Oomediens |

Champ Effinghem, the spolled son of Squire Effinghsm, has been edusated
in Lomdons Shortly after his return to the ooleny he besomes medly infatuste
od with Beatrice Ballam, a young mﬁrﬁss, with the company lknewn as The
Virginien Compdians. She diawma him axd refuses all his a‘atantions. in
spite of that fu«t. he oasts off his home tlem, and moves to the Baleigh Inn
where the company of players is stayings He baumnea_mrwua becanme of many

vebuffe and tried to abdust her, She is maved by Charles Wators, whom she

18 semuel Albert Link, Ploneeras of Southern Literature, (M. e churnh,
Bouth, Publishing House, 1908) Vale L1, PDs CAB=888w
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later warries, During the abduotion Chemp Effinghem tried to murder his
rivals He injures him oritically, and as & consequence is foremi to flee
to England to escape prosesution.

The second volume begine with his return to his old home in Virginis,
He has besoms & very much chastened young man, and broad minded emough to
adwit his mistakes. Hig¢ love affalrs are finally righted and he marries
Clare Lee, ﬁia ohildhoad sweetheart, who has waited patiently for him. Muoch
attention iz aleo given to Gapté.in Ralph Watera! clever oourtshlp by means
of whioh he marries 'Hanriétt-av.Lee, & lady supposed to be much above h‘!.m‘ in

renk,

Cltations from The Virginien Comedians

The squire ls a gentleman of flfty-five or sixby, with sn epen, frank,
fage, olear, honest eyes, snd his oarriege is bold, free, and somewhat
pompous s » s o His broad, fine brow, full of intelligense and grase, is
govered by an old cocked hat, whioh, having lost the loops whioh held it
in the three ocornered shaps, is now rolled up upon saoh egide; and his
maxmer of walking, speaking, argulng, reading is much after the .desorip-
tion of his costumew~plain, straightforwerd, and though somewhat pompous,
destitute of finery and ornement. He 1s the head of a princely estab-
1ishment, he has thousands of aeres, and hundreds of negroes, he is a
Justice, and hes set often in the House of Burgesses; he is rich, a
dignitary, every body knows it,e«why should he strive to ape elegenocies,
and trouble himself about the impreasion he produces? He iz simple,
piain, as he conceives, because he is a §raa’a proprietor, and can afford
to wear rough olothes, and talk plainly,!®

"ph, the 'Gagette' never containe any intelligenoce: sometimes, it is=
true, we hear what 1g going on in Parliament, but It never ocondescends
to efford us any news from Virginia. The tobacco on the gouth side may
all be gone to the devil for enything you read in the 'Gazettets « + «
Ah} I see we are to have a theatrical performence in Williemabury next
week, s » » 'Mre Hallam and his 'virginia Company of Comedians'=-very
politie, that addition of Virginie-=t are to perform The Merchant of

19 Jolm Esten Cooke, The Virginisn Gomedians; or 0ld Duxa' in The
0ld Dominion (New York; D« APplo%on and Oompany, 158&) Voly L1, Ds £8.
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Veniee, by permission of his worship the Mayor, at the 0ld Theatre
near the Capitol, he announces.' Truly, we are improving: really
bosoming oivilized, in this barbarous terra inoognita.” L

"1 very much fear, Squire, thet these good 0ld sentiments are
beoooming cbsolete, We mon of position and renk in society, born in
high evoial stabion will have to yleld, I fear.~-They are talking
wrmmly, 1 unﬂarntnm, of gﬂ.ﬂng every wan in the solony & votey" 2l

fie spoke of the Gppmsaicms of the Hm Government, anid that
Virginians would not always be slaves, and brouwohed &« plen for
thoroughly educating the lower classes.
© My.a » » Eduvonte the lower clussesi Bduocste my indented servant y
snd the common tradesman and farmer, and have the knave talking to me
of the ‘rights of wen,' and all the wretched stuff end foolery of the
Uboplan Cagtle-~wbullderal You are right,; sir, that young man must be
watohed,  (ood heavens) how has the Bome Government oppressed us® I
grent you, there are some laws I would have sltersd-«and others refused
us, passede=but is this oppression?s + s » The direct vonsequences of
these fooleries is to abolish gm‘ rankw=follow these dootrines, and
where will be our gentlemen?"®

"ot us pot oritisise the worthy pavmm'a sppeersnae in s play~house
Yoo eeverly, however » » « « If parsons drank deep then, and hunbed
heynard, and not wnwillingly took & hand at sardsg,s-and they did all-
this and more~wwhy should they not alm go and aw the zood ald Bng-
lish dramet"?3.

*there is very Mthle pupu‘lar ignorance in Viyginiawe"

"Yory Littlat® . ¢ o "You deveive yourselfl It is inmensel From
ths indented servant 'aiha drives his mmster's coach, to the yeemen who
toils with the awewb mmning i‘mm his browy al’l is 1gnaranoa. davknenn
and glooms” 24’

”mnyx think: aag tooy" sald the man d‘.u the imﬂ aloak.;v : "I hupn I
ghall live to see¢ the day when the publio journel will be tha great

20 _— |
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speaker of the timewe, . , A great dally volums, vontaining intelw
ligenae from every quarter of the world, news upon svery subjeot,
sommant free from partisen falsehood; end this great orgun of thought
I sometimes think will, in fubture, be scattered over the land like the
leaves of the aubum forest WON When the time comes, menkind will
take u great atride ouward,"BE -

"I vnderstand you t0 suy » » » that this thing we o0all fevdalismew
- which has some in for so much abuse from you, still exists in a degree?
Comed let us see how it looks in Virginia.”

"o have but the shadowe=thsnk God, the edifice has oyumbled in
party but the flanking towers remain, and that shadow still lies like
gloom upon the land, Ses how humen thought is still warped and darkens
ed by ibtsw=how renk and unwholesome weads possess the esrthi™é

"Is it not enough, sir, for the Established Churoh to wring from
you, whather you conform or not, support for its ministersw=to stuff
itaelf' and its benets down your throat? Ie it not bad snough for the
House of Burgesmes to legislate for the great landed proprietors alone,
vhe form the body, lgnoring the very existence of the ocommon man, who
has no voket"R7 ‘

The heavens are dark, the ways we tread devious snd full of hidden
snaresy Englend, our tender mother, might say, who planted them? For
England , from whose loin we sprmmg, has oursed usiw-like a stepmother,
she husg strusk with a bitter and remorseless hatred, thoss who would be
her childrent BShe oursed us with this vaoe of Africens, who are esting
ug up and ruining ve, and some day, in the blind sonvulsions of her rage,
she will taunt us bitterly for asking what we do not grant ocurselves-w
for demmd%ng fresdom, when our arms are holding down & race human as
ourselves §#9 | |

8ea this group of lovely young pirls, with powdered hair brushed baok
from thelr tender temples, and snowy neoks and shoulders glittering with
diamond neoklaces) see the gueer patches on their ching oleose by the
dimplesn; msee thelr bodices with their silken networksy see their gowms,
looped baok from the satin underskirt, ornamented with flowers in golden
thready thelr trains and fans, and high red-heeled shoes, erd all thelr

28 1b1d., pe 126,
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puffs and furbelows and flounces; ses, above all, their gracious smiles,
as they flirt thelr fans and dart their fatsl glances at the magnifiocent-
ly olad gentlemen LR 29

The gentiwent of rellgion is so high end pure, depends so oampletely
upon the untrammelled operation of the human heart, that any legislation
which tends to oiroumseribe and reduce it to rule must eternally feil,
and operate wofully for the great interest of mankinds, This sentiment,
glr, must be permitted to be & law unto 1tselfy mothing can direct 1tj
nothing should interfere with it, Espsoially and terribly unjust are
those laws whioch say to the followsr of Christ fyou shall not worship at
eny shrine but one and that shrine you must supportts + s » I &m oompel-
led to say, that I believe religlous toleration the first Ami most
important duty of a state."

*Ahi not a pslece of education like the European Acadenmies,” he said,
"and even not quite equal to 'William snd Mary! in the towmn yonder » » «
It seems to me there ia a large smount of excellent information to be
ecquired in these log houses « « »'» I have & notion that the eclony of
Virginia will soms day turn out a nuwber of distinguished men,~=-at least
it is probable; and then the 0ld Field School will be rendered homor~
able, aglthe forest lyceum where the young patriots drank in their first
ideas,"

Summary

¥r. Oocke's ovn version of his literary aspiretions is apropos:

"¥y eim hes been to paint the Virginia phase of American soelety, to
do for the 0ld Dominlon what Cooper lias done for the Indlens, Slmms for
the Revolubtionary drems im South Cercline, Irving for the Duteh Knicker-
bookers, and Hawthorne for the welrd Puritens of New Englandy "33

In this aspiration, authoritiss have agreed that he was truly suscesse

ful, It is seid that he chose to write of the period from 1763 to the

29 1vdds, Py 261s
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outbreak of the Ravolution beoause hea oconsidered it the par:i.od in which the
fentures that distinguished the Virginimm waye seon at their bests
Mo doubt, it is significant that he chose four of his main charasw
ters from the middle and lower classen, ‘He aazx{bimd wﬁ:&:h rare abiliﬁy the
romanao and the payohology that went into ﬁh@ meking of tim Revolutians |
'm maﬂer aan aanm, benwhh the Boa:ial aplvandor, the spirit of deterninae
tion whiah haa always been miden‘b in the men of the Soubth, Tha man in 't:her
red olosk appears throughout th@ story, giving many stirring speeshes to
spuy %he‘paapla on to revolublons At the end bf the story in e drmfbi;s -
manner his ldentity is discleseds He 1s Patriek Henrys .
John Esten Jocke has handled very ei’featiwly vin his nowl‘ tﬁa two
poin%m ci’ view concerning the revolutionary movements He has deploted the
irony of the situation, thet the upper olese Virginisns wanbted thelr freedem
Lrom England only to ’aatabnah there the same tyranmy they themselves had
rejeoteds This book has fine exsmples of the typiecsl characters of the Old
South, their traditions end femily feeling, which for meny yesrs kept the
South mn wnprogressive wmit of sivilizetion. L
In general summery, ooncerning these two books it may be said that
their main uontribuﬁian is in establishing the bmekground for this survey
of Southern fiotion« These books rather definitely ploture the type of
varly ocoloniste who settled in the South and founded the plantwk&m mode of
living. This ﬁamer of 1ife vame to be sssoclated with the traditional
South, salthough the great plantations were mostly confined to the Virginins
and the Caroliname. The other parta of the South sontinued for meny years to
be mostly frontier end oonsequently the living conditions there were lacking

in the refinementy which sharsoterixed thie partioular seotlon.



CHAPTER 11X
THE SOUTH OF THE EARLY NATIONAL PERIOD

Swallow Barn, which was written iz 1832 by John Pendleton Kemnedy

conserning the first twenty~five years of the Wineteenth Century, is very
sultable for the oontinuation of this interpretive study of certein Southern

novelss The Grendissimes by George W, Cable, which iz also presented in

this chapter, s of equal importanos in the portraysl of the highly aristo-

oratlo Creole siviligation of the far Souths
Biographieal Sketoh of John Pendleton Kennsdy

John Pendleton Kennedy was born in Baltimore, Meryland, in 1796
His mother wes Wanay Pendleton of Virginia snd through her he was related
to many of the distinguished families of the South. He was a Pirst cousin
of John Bsten Cookes With hia mother he made many trips to Virginla and |
begsme very familiar with the eountry and people, At Bsltimore College he
gelned prominence as o debster, He studied law, just as all the sons of
promimhf: families dids While he did not prastioces muoch, Maimamm An
law 1s shown by the faot that he never falled to have a lawyer charesoter in
oach of his booke, |

At the age of nineteen young Kennedy began to take an .aa‘biﬁ pdrts
in wll the politiecal affmirs of the South. MHis mowledge and observations
of that seotion are aoourate, Link says, "Wo historisn osn afford to neglect

the pages of 8m1aw Barn; ea it lacks nothing to complete the piature of




the high hopes and the wromial mirth of the 0ld Dominicmg"l It 1e
interesting to note that Kennedy tried sincerely to prevent sesession,
‘and when that proved futile he aupportud' the Union causes. After the cone
fliot ended he expressed himself in this manner, "I believe in armesty
‘and Porgiveness to the weak and foolish who have erred, charity for their
‘faults, and brotherly hasinﬁénéa %o all who repent,"®

Swall ow Barn .

This book wag Written in 1832 by Joseph Pendleton Kennedy and
publiahad under -bhe asaumed name of Mark Littleton. It wma revised
slightly before +he seaoncl editlon, The author, in the i:réfaue to the

secend edition of Swallow Barn, has given s good review of it He express-
e8 1t vory oleverly: | , |
"I wisgh it to be noted that Swallow Barn is not a novel in the true

gonse « s+ « + LG was begun on the" Plan of & series of detached sketohes
linked together by the hooks and eyes of & traveller’s notesy and

although the narrative does run into some by-paths of personel adventure,

it has preserved its desultory, sketohy oharacter to the last, It is,
therefore, utterly unartistie in plot and sbrusture, end may be

desoribed as veriously and inter=-changeably partaking of a oomplexian
of & book of travels, s diary, a solleotion of letters, & draws, and a
hﬂ.atory,--»nmd thia, serial or mmpaat, ag the reader may choose to com~
pute 1%. "5

— - :
Sarmel Albmrt Link, Ploneers of Bouthern Li-berutm (ﬂaahvilla.
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The very emall plot of Swallow Darn soncerns the affaiva of two

femilivss The Meriwethers, of Swallow Harn, und the Truoys, their neighe
bore at The Brekes, ere m&;:lm#'tm friends., It is true thet thoy are engaged
in the settlement of s boundary line dispute, whioh bhas olsimed the attenw
tion of the famllies for over fifty yesrsy yet the Iitigation ias of & decld
sdly wmiosble nature, During the two days of the fimel settlement, while the
iwyamj and justlows are thers, the vontestants bave pleasant mosial interw
sourses On the riﬂt day they sll gather for dlmmer st The Brakes, snd on
the fénm:ag day the celebration i at Swallow Barns In x‘Agt, when the
affaiy s sottled, 'all. saeom uwohappy sand wonder what they can find to be
interested in nexbs Along with thie smusing end delightful u:l.mﬂmn runs
the love story of the young end idle Ned Yugerd and Bel Trasy, the highe
spirited daughter of the neighboring familys

gitations Lrom fwallow Dayn

 ghere i not e by~path in Virginia that wil)l take n gentlemsn, who
hing time on his hends, in a wrong direction. This I eany in honest 4
sompliment o « state whioh La full to the brim of right good fellowss"

A landed proprietor, with a good house and a host of servents, is
watwrally s hospitable mén. A guest 1 one of hias delly wente. A
friondly face ia & necessity of life, withoubt whioh the heart s apt to
ptarve, or & luxury without which it grows persimonmicuss Men who are
isolated from soolety by dlatence, feel these wants by an instinet, and
are prateful for the opportunity te relieve thems In Meriwether, bthe
gentinent goes bayond thiss: It bas, besides, something dialeotio in it,
His house is open to everybody, es freely almoet as an imn,®

% Ybide, pe 20,
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He thinks lightly of the morcentile interest, end, in fast,
wndervalues the manners of the large cities generally, He believes
that those who live in them are hollow-hearted and insincere, and
wenting in the substantial intelligence and wirtus, whish he afﬂrma
to be cheracteristic of the sowtry i + « :

The solitary elsvation of & country gentlemsy, well ‘bo do in the
world, begets some megnificent notions, He becomes as infallible as
the Popej gradumlly soquires a habit of meking long speechess is apht
to be impatient of ocontradiction and 4s always very touchy on the point
~of honors There is nothing more conclusive than a rish mn's logio

snywhere, but in the country, smong his dependente, it flows with the
amooth and unresisted oourse of a full stream iyrigating e meadow and
depositing its mud in fertilising luxurisnee.8

‘The m;hoolv-houae hesg bom an sppendage to Swallow Barn ever sinove
the infangy of the last generations Frank Meriwether has, in his time,
extended its usefulness by opening it to the accommodation of him
poighborsgs + & « Thig little empire 1s under the dominion of parson
Chub « « « He i8 a good soholar, and having confined his reading entire~
1y to the learning of the anoients, his republicanism is somewhat at‘ter
the Grecian mould,’ ,

: In Virginia it is & femture of her education and peuay to hold all

other interasts subordinate to her owns Her woalth is territorialy hey
insgtitutions all savor of the soll; her population counsiasts of land-
holders, of many desoents, unmixed with foyeign elloys. She has no large
towns where men may meet and devise improvements or cheanges in the arts
of lifes She may be called s nation without a gapital, From this cause
ghe has been less digturbed by popular oommotions, lesgs influenced by
popular fervors, bthan other communities, Her lews snd habits, in gone-
gequence, have & certain fixedness, which even rejest many of the valuable
improvements of the daye In poliey and govermment she is, ascording to
" the simplest and purest forme & republic: Iin temper and opinlen in the
usages of life, and in %he qualitise of her moral nature, she is aria‘bow
aratio.

The air of contentment md good humoyr and kindly fmnily atbaohment,
which was epperent throughout the Quarters, anmi the familier relations
existing between them and the proprietor struck me very pleasantly « » » »
the contrast between my preconseptions of their condition and the ‘

~reality which I had witnessed, hss brought me a most agressble surprise.

6 Ibids, pe 854
" Ibide, pp. 64=86.

8 Ibid;‘ Pa TLa
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T will not say that, in a high state of oultivation and of such self-
dependence as they might possibly stteln in e eeparate agtional exist-
ense, they might not besome a more respsotable peoplej but I am quite
sure they oould never become a happier people then I f£ind them here

s « % » In short, I think them the most. good-natured, oareless, lighte
hearted, and happlly-oonstructed humen belngs I have ever seen: Having
but few simple wents, thoy seem to me to be provided with every comfort
whioh fells within the ordinary compass of thelr wigheae? .

"Hee any seneible man, who tskes a different view of this subjavt,
ever reflected upon the oonsequences of commltting two or three millions
of persons, born and bred in a gtate so completely dependent as that of
slaverye~so unfurnished, so unintellestunl, as ubterly helpless, I may
say=~to a1l responsibilities, cares and labors of s state of fraedomi"0

Summary

| swmllow ﬂam pmaaﬁt# a ;iie*bui'a ‘of tha-‘uﬁu‘eﬁww manners, snd rural vli‘fe
of ‘vwginin Vdnr.invg i‘:hab ﬂﬁt quarwr of the nimtpénthfoenturya A«aordingl to
this author, duﬁng the early Kati-omléeriéﬁ gl.l jti;a" ﬁou‘bﬁem plmﬁars- aim
hibited a real pahémalistic attitude tMm their élwas., Tk 1o = u‘bofy whioh
truly exalts the viﬁ*ﬁuw of the Souths Beau'biful women, interest in English
Literaturs, snd the congorvation of all the sourtly chivalrio habits are
stressed in the highest degree, | |

 This novel well dmﬁia’fsa that :ieriod of great aonten‘ﬁmmt + bafore the
shadow of the Civil War darkenm the horigons All is mellowed, idealized,
and romantioally treated at ths hends of John Pendleton Kwnnady,“whgsa‘

artigbyy ie exoeptionals It gives to literature the first of the plan‘qo:bion'

9 1bide, ppe 4624456,

19 1bids, pe 456,
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treditions in fletion, and satablishes a atyle whioh was utilized by moast

ell writers of Southern figotion until labe in the nineteenth wn’cur'y}l
~ Biographical ﬂkstéh_of George Washington Cable

ﬂ@érgo_ Washington Cable wes born in the oharming old oity of ﬁuw )

Orlesns in 1844, He bad little opportunity for sohooling, and st the age
of fourteen he was fored by his famgly'a:ﬁhamqa to take a position in the
Customs House. From 1868 to 18’?3 he was employed as e alerk, journalist, |
and m‘myory. Meny of }‘bha‘ incidents which éama o his notlee in sonneotion
with his warious ccoupations incited in him a dw? interest in the lore of
the cméles. 1‘1&15 desire to know more of thelr strange higtery aud their
romantic traditions led him to delve into the musty old recerds of the
Spenisgh, Frenoh and Amoriosn oltye | |

7 There was an old world atmosphere about Wew Orlesns, and the oity had‘
a true nﬁltum. The oity anjoyad grand opera, ooncerts, sud ballet danoing
at the very time that muoh of the rest of the ocountry was finding lte reors-
ation in the spelling bes, the singing school, and the revival meeting,
Cable's rare ability as en artist, coupled with such wealth of 'wateriasl, put
him ameng ‘the rorma;t_ in the fleld of Amriem fioﬁion.m When The

Grandissimes first made its mppearance In the Worth, Osble was aalled the

u Russell Blankenshlp, American Literature (Wew York: Henry Holt
and Company, 1935), ps 208" '

12 2 . , _ .
Fred Lewis Pattes, The Develppment of the Short Story (New York:
Heyper and Brothers Publishers, L0Z8), PPs SBGwEB8s
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firet llterary voise of the New South, In spite of his New England anoceatry
he was truly Southern, for when he left'the South, he Lost the very zest or

flavor for wh,ioh he has bqen femouse

The Grandﬁna:lma

The Grandissimes 1s an eple of old Creole days. The story begins in

o the year of 180% in Nouvelle Orleans, Loulsiana, which is now called New

Orlesnss The preat family of Brehmin Mandarin Fusilier de Grandiisa&me is
the very cors of thls novel, The pride of the family inm its treditions and
‘ heﬁor' knows no bounds. No member of the family elther questions his right to
be sonsidered of the flrst family, or sllows others to question that right.
Joseph Frowenfeld, a young Germmn, has oows with his family from
Penngylvania to make thelr home in Nouvelle Orleans, AllL of the ferdly are
gtrioken with yellow fever and Joseph is the sole survivor, Thers are meny
gtrange stories, habita ¢ 8nd customs for this young wan to lsarn sbout his
adopted countrys 'rha story 1s told in a wnique menner. It comes to the |
vendor, bit by bib, Just as it cemes to the wnderstanding of the younz
apothecarys He learns ebout distant family ‘uonneafsiona, various intrigues,
and begins to semse the deep current o racisl fesling. He is subjected,
at first, to unkind peraecutlon beseuse of his oocupation. Many of the
people think one who deale in drugs to be a practitioner of voodisme Later,
some of his erstwhile enemies ocome to approve of him and his beliefs, and he
is asospted in the olty.
Ancther fine éld family is the Damos‘b}wne# de Grapionsg v'I.'hey hé.w not

been ap prolifis a family as the Grandissimes, and they have suffered finan-
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oinl losses to their rivals, Many years before the opening of the story
one of thelr plentations had oome into the hands of the Grandlssimes, whenm
young de Grapion had steked mll on n gambling debt and losts
H@ﬁero Grendigsime is consldered the head of the olan., ¥e has been
-gehooled in ‘Eumpa and is considered wox?i:hy of administering their wvasgh
possesslong, whioh have vome to them by means of both ‘ﬁpaniah and French
Royal grentas After many years, even though it mpnvar.’f.shas,mny of his
covaineg, he restorss the De Graplon plantetion to the almost penniless widow
and daughmm Then %0 ‘vecoup the orumbling fortune he sombines foroes with
the guadroon ,  Honore (randissime, his half brothers  The guedroon has made
mush monéy in the mercantile business, snd of course is delighted with thelr
resognltions
A tale of dlsgrace, bl;av.ak;mmio, snd torture runs throughout the stovy,
‘This phase i centored about Philophe, the guadraon psyohis; BraseCoupe, a
©tiue gom of Afrios; and Clemense, the rice-sake vender,
- In the fine old romentioc véay, ANy of the dLfficulties are washed away,
Honore Grandissime, the white .g;’mn&ae : marries Aurors De Grapion Fanocanou,
the vivaolous widowa Joseph Frowenfeld takes aé,hﬁ.s bride the lovely

Clotilde, her daughter,

© Gitetions from fhw %&p&#wima

“Thelr name is Do Graplone-oh, De Grapion, says I} their neme is
Wenvenore, They are without exseption, the finest women--the brightest,
the best and the bravestesthet I know in New Orleans." . « » «"Best
blood of the Province) almost as good ms the Grandissimvs. Blood is a

- great thing here, in cortain odd ways,. « +"very ocurlous sometimea™, o , .
YAt o grand ball about twe months ago, where I had & bewlldering fine
time with those ladies, the proudest old turkey in the theater was an
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old fellow whose Indian blood shows in his very behavior, and yetw«ha,
ha} I sew that seme old man, at a quadroon ball s few years ago, walk
up to the handsomest, best dressed man in the house, & men with a skin
whiter than his own,-«n perfect gentleman as to loocks And MANNOY'S,w~w
and without a word slap him in the face,”

FYou laugh?" asked Frowonfeld,

"Laughf Why shouldn't I? The fellow had no business there, Thoge
balles are not given to quadroon mwales, my friend. He was lusky to get
out alive, and that is about all he did,” nl3 :

" have theaa facts," it was Agricole Fusiliei's habit to say, "by
femily tradition; but you lmow, sir, t-tradition is more authentio than
history("1é ;

Zephyr Grandisgime, married, still later, a lady of rank, a widow
~without ¢hildren, sent from Frence to Biloxi under a lattre de omhet, , «
Onoe the lelsurely Zephyr gave them a start, generation followed genepr-
ation with a rapidity thet kept the competing De Grapines incessantly
exasperated, and new-made Grandissime fathers sontinually throwing themw
selves inbo_the fond srms and upon the proud neck of aongratulatary
gmndairoml

"There are so meny Orsndissimes," sald the mary-m& Frowenfeld,
¥1 vamot distinguish beitwsenwwI ocan soarcely sount them,"

"fell, now," said the dootor, "let me tell you, don't try, They ocmn't
do 1t themselves. Take them in the magge~-~as you would shrimps« 16

"Did she sign the papert™ asked Joseph.
~ "ghet wait 11l you kmow herj XNo, indeed; They had the true soorn.
She and ber father sent down enother mnd bebtef title, Crecle-like they
mensged to bestlr themselves to that extent and there they stopped.
LN N S N A S TN N O N B O A D IR AR B S NN N N T TR R N Y O B B 2 O S
%pid you ever hesr of a more perfect specimen of Crecls price? That
is the way with all of them, Show me any Creole, or any number of Oreoles,
end right down at the foundation of it all, I will find that seme

13 George W, Cable, The Grandissimes (New York Charles Soribner's
sons, 1880), ps» 19. ' T

14
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preposterous, apathetle, fantastio, suloidal pride. It is lethargioe
and feroolous as an alligator, That is why the orecls almost always
is (or thinks he is) on the defensive. Ses those De Graplone' haughty
good mammera to old Agricole; yet there waan't a Grandissime in
Louisiane who oculd have set foot on the De Grapion land but at the
risk of his life 4 4 « ¢ He must have left everything smothered in
debty for, like his rece, he had stuek to indigo beomuse his father
planted it, and it 1s a orop that has lost money steadily for years,™

"You must get noolimeted,” responded the Crecle; "not in body only,
that you have doney but in mindwwin taste-=in convergation=«and in
convictions too, yes, ha, ha} They sll do it~=nll who come, They hold
out a little whilew-a very lithle; then they open their stores on Sundey,
they import cargoes of Africens, they bribe the officials, they smuggle
goods, they have soloured housskeepers, My--de seh, the water must
expoot to take the shape of the buoket; ehthlB o '

"0h yes, Frowenfeld," sald Dootor EKeene, with a 1ittle laugh, as the

three set down, “I'd a'most as soon trust thet woman ms if ghe was white."
"How free,” seid Agricols, beginning with a meditative gase at the

sky without, and ending with e philosopherts smile upen hiz two compen~

ions,~="how free we people are from prejudics egsinst the negroi" ,

&ng;'ﬂm white people," said Frowenfeld, half abstractedly, half inguiy-

. "He~my young friend, when we say ‘we people! wa aslimys mesn we white
people. Now the wention of solor always implies pure whitej and whatever
is not pure white is to all intente and purposes pure blacks When I say
the *whole oommumity' I mean the whole white portion; when I apeak of the
fundivided publlo sentiment,! I mean the white populations What else
gould I mean « « « « Not that there is any prejudice sgalnst the negro,
By no means, Wherever he c¢an be of any service in & striotly menial
capssity we kindly snd generously tolerate his prosences"l® “

The old man gave u look of stern interrogation.
"Governer Claiborne." : ‘ ‘
. "Yewewa godsi Claiborme} Claibornel Why he is s ymkaﬂ“go

"Your principal dangerw~st least, I mean diffioulty-=is this; that

the Louislenians themselves, some in pure lewlessneso, some through laas
of office, some in & vague hope of preserving the old condition of things

T Iblde, pe 404
18 1yia,, p 460
12 Ibidsy pp 7344
%0 1bid,, pe 1094



32

will not only hold off from sll participation in your government, bub
will meke all sympathy with it, all sdvoonoy of its prinoiples, and
especially all office~holding under it, odiouse-disreputables=infemous.
LA LT T N S N T I R T T T S S IR SN TR SN S U S T I S
Ihe governor seld something often heard, before and since, to the
effect that oommunities will not sacrifice themgelves for mere ideas.
"My-de-seh," replied the Orecle, “you speak like & true Anglop~Baxon;
but, siri bow meny, many communities have ecommitted suloides + « «
"Well," sald the governor, smilingly, "you have pointed out whet
you consider to be the breakers, now cem you poimt out the shannel ?"
“Chennel? There is noney And you, nor I, I eexmot dig ea'%m Two
great foroes may vltimately do it, Religion end Educeti ona,'ﬁ'a :

“But there is & slavery that no legislation can aboliali,~~the slavery
of caste, That like sll the slaveries on eerth, is s double bondege,
And what a bondage it is which oompels e community in order tov preserve
its established tyrennies, to walk behind the rest of the intelligent
worldl Whet & bondage is that whioh ineites e people to mdopt a system
of soolal and givil distinations, possessing all the encimities snd none’
of the advantages of those systems which Rurope is learning to despise}
This system, moreover, is only kept up by & flourish of weapons. We
have here what you called an armed sristooracy, The olass over whion
these instruments of main foroe are held is chosen for its servility,
ignorance, snd cowardice; hense, indolence in the ruling oluss« When e
man's soolsl or olvil stending is not dep’ang nt on hie knowing how to -
read he is not likely to beoome & ssholsr,"“< ‘
"But after ell," persisted the Creole, "the greater part of our
 troubles comes Lrome=e" ‘ : ‘ '

Yslavery,” sald Frowenfeld, "or rather caste,"

"Exaotly,” said Me Grandiasime. o : '
"fou surprise mo, sir," said the simple apothecarys "I supposed you
Wergww" '

"My-de'-seh," exolaimed Ms Grandissinme, suddenly beooming very
sarnest, "I sm nothing, nothingi There is where you have the advantage
of mey I am but a dilettante, whether in politiocs, in philosephy, morals
or religion, I am afraid to go daeplg into snything lest it should ruin
my neme, my family, sud my property,"sd

"fhe shadow of the Ethiopien,™ sadd the grave apothesary, ,
Ms Grandissime's quiock gesture implied that Frowenfeld had said the
vory word, :

21 Thid,, pp. 119-120,
%2 1blds, po 184,
2% Tvids, ps 108
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~ "Ah} my-de!-seh, when I try sometimes to stend outside and leck at
it T sm amawaze et the length, the blackness of the shadowl" (He was
- 80 deop in earnest that he took no care of his Englishs) "It is the
‘He'we'sls wish, instead of ceming afteh, glides aleomg by the side of
this moral, political, commerciel, soolal mistekel It blanches my-
do'eaeh, ow whole oiviligationl! It drlegs us a oentury behbind the
rhes’ of the worldi It retahds and polsons everhy industry we gotie=
Hos' of all our heeimmense agrioultutel It breeds a thousan! cusses
that nev'a leave home but jus' flutter--he=up and rhoost, my-det-seh,
:: %&headag and we nevva knows itiw-yes, sometimes some of us know
. : , o ,

Among these stood the great mother~Mension of the Grandiasimes. s »
The round, white~plastered busk pillars which held the honse up from
the reeking ground and rose on loftily to custain the great overspread-
ing roof or olustered in the cool, paved basement; the lofty halls, with
their multitudinous glitter of gilded brass and twinkle of sweet smoll-
ing wax ocandles; the immense encireling verands, where twenty Oreole
girls might walk abresst; the great front stairs, descending from the
veranda to the garden, with a lofty palm on either side, on whose broad
ateps forty Grandissimes oould gather on a birthdey mfternoon; and the
belvidere, whense you vould see the sathedral, the Uraulinest, the
governor's mansion; and the river, t% away; shining between the villas
of the fehoupibtoulasg Cosstees o« & %Y ‘

The guests stood for en instant as if frogen, smitten atiff with the
instant expeotation of inesurrection, sonflagration and rapine 4 « 4,
while single-handed and nakedeflsted in & room full of swords, the
glent atood over his messter, making strange migna end passes and roll-
ing out in wrathful words of his mother tongue what it need no inter-
preter to tell his swarming enemies was a voudou meledictions
"Noug soxmes grigisl" screamed two or three ladies, "We are bewiteh-
edi® SR :
"Look to your wives and daughters)'shouted a Brahmineiandarin,

"ghaot the blask devils without merayi"™ oried s MandarinesFusilier,
uncongciously putting into %aingle outflash of words the whole Crecle
treatment of rasce troubles,ZS A

YMy«det=seh, redolleot thet to us the Grendissime neme is &
treasure. And what has preseved it so long? Cherishing the unity of
our familys that has done it; that is how my father dld its Just or

24 Tbids, pe 108,

28 1b1d,, pe 208,

28 1pid., pp.236e8.
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unjust, good or bad, needful or not, done else whors or uot, I do not
says bub 4t 15 6 Oreole tralt 4 & 4 & "Orecles, some Orendissimes wmong
Shom, eveding the United States revenve lawse wid even boating and kille
ing some of the offisialey Tells Do the people wt lavge repudinte thons
men? Myedeteseh, in no wlse, sehi Moy if they were Amorlosnswebut & ‘
m&%mim«ia & Loulalonlany toush him nobi when you boush him you
boush sll Louislans} So with us Orandissiowsy we are legion, but we ave
oney  lowy mywdeiwseh, the thing you ask me to do 18 4o oaet overshosy
that old traditions) prinsiple whish is the seoret of owr exiebonse.27

"eh," she resumsd, ay ¥oon am she oould be hespd, "whibe folke iw
wopry kinls Doy wants us to b'Xieb we happyeedey wants 0 d'1ieb wo 49
wty, you lmow, dey *bleeged to bilieh ltwefo' doy own aymfuty *Tle
do pen weh wid do presshetes dey bull! we ow own septate mestinehousess
dey b¥lieb us Yek 1% de bons, an' dey knows dey Yok it de bess.”

But the feslings hended dewn to Clemanse hed some through ages of
Afrieon slaverys thyough fires tha® do not refine, but that hlud end
blaat snd blacken and obary starvetion, glubtony, drunkesnssn, thiret,
- dramming, mirodnoss, dirt, feblohism, debaushery, slsughber, peetilonce

and the restw-shs wae their helressy they lefb her the ¢inders of huwmn
foelingse Bhe remmbered her wothers 7They bud been sepereted in her
pblldhood, in Virginis, when 4% was o provines. BShe remembered, with
pride, the prise her mether Iad brought st evotdon, snd pemarbed, as an
%tiw& intevesting Ltem, that ke Jhad vover seen or heard of hoy
BN : :

"sPter 81l,” pursusd Clotilds, "whet troubles ua 1g 0ot how to mek o
a living, bub how bo get o living without waking 4%,%"

Tou may seo btholr grudebildren toduy anywherse within the sugle of
the old Rues Desplunade und Rempard, holding up their hesds in unepesks
able poverty, thelr nebility kept green by unflinehing selfwrospeot, and
thaly poetis and pathetie ﬁhﬁﬁ rovelling in sncestrsl, porennisl webelw
Jlon againet comon senaes-" r o ,

& Ibide s Pps REBeRI0.
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Sumsary

Before summeriring ‘this book, it eeams nppﬁopriai:e to glve a defini-
ticn of _Greoie; a8 the t_ex‘—m‘so often 1s iﬁturﬁreted inoorrestly, Webster
says: "a whit‘:e desoendant of the 'Frono_h or Spanish aaﬂ:leru 'of‘wuisim‘m _
or some of the gulf atstga. preserving their speech and oultures” ¥Fe also
saysy . "4 pérsc’m qf'mixed Creole and ﬂnsgro bload, speaking a tiiaiqai:' of
Frénah and Spanish,” - | | |

The author has used the first definition in his 1nterpraté.tion of the
Crecle peoples. This local calorist bad wonderful ,- and romantio materiel |
from which to draw upon ‘for his fiotion. ' The romentio f.rsaﬁmérﬁt is 50
stressed ‘that ‘the reader mfgght be lead t6 doubt the auth‘éntiaitﬁr of ;any
part of its Blahk_énuhip aayé t't!m f‘o‘lidwmg aoncerning 'this poinﬁ‘ X

' Cable was & true artist. His exotic bamokground, his charssters allen
to Amerioan ways, and the dramatio inmoident required by the taste of the
time all were oombined inte the very effeotive atorles that laoked little
of possessing great power + « » s The sotion of his stories is direct,
swift, and not sg obviously menufactured as it was with so many of the
1ooal. colorists.5? ' .

There are & fow definite faots whioh thia book pértmys very
olearlys ‘that in the mingling of the Creole blood with the aristoorasy
from the other sountries, there resulted that particular fusion of charsoter
and ideals, whioch moat rmtﬁrnny formed the Southern Dominion; that it was
the deliberate polioy of those people to stay spart from the Worth, mnd to

ologe as nearly as possible all avenuss of ocommuniloation by whloh eny some

plaint of their institution of sluvery could resch them; end that illiterasoy

52 Russell Blenkenghip, Americen Literature; as an Expression of the
Hwbional Mind (New York:; Hemry Tolt and Gompany, 195B), Ds» 444.
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whs mwumged, leat by meens of ﬂmding-, aome of Lbm people wight become
enlightened aenanmﬁ.ng m pmbim. le book mm;-nm well the
gouthern wmnpﬁim of mendal mbmi,, nma tlw tmasing lengths to which
the immwrimﬁ wmw mum g0 to vasape ity 1% is true that this
book is wmﬁiumh you 1t appears to interpret in a olesr mamer all the |
Wlﬁiaw whish have gone into the formation of 'hha 0ld Soubhy
 he main inportance of Swallow Bran end The armdimms 1o to
lend omphitels o the faota which have already been abeted gonserning tha
pammulw ﬁmﬂmm aiﬂl&mﬂm of the early days. mm books atress the
faok t:ham the mal‘blw people iived in mmiwraum almmme, whivh produced
the Mms nﬁ' grandeuy tm:r dnaaenamm i:mm alwmys fondly emmmm 4
emma Re Doard explaine that *hlm fouth nevay mlly possensed &
govd nwial oultursl beckpround as did the Emrmm am:ﬁam Re apem
Vaﬁ‘ the sulture of the South ae one of leisure bmughh sbout with slave labor
and m&a waiqwnu by lavish e&p&n&ﬁum for axtioles of refinement whioh
were made in other countriess Howewer, he sdmits that other perts of the
dountry acospted this ides of the South's oultursl mode of exisbenves Thus,
the people who lived outside this secbion helped by mesns of this erroweous

oonsepbion to ldealige und onrry on the legend of the 04 3@14!;11.35

38 “hurlaa Ae and Wary Ry Beard, The Rise of Amerionn Giviliautitm
(Wew York: The Meomillan Company, 1080), Dps 02«8y




CHAPTER 1V -

THE S8OUTH OF THE QIVIL WAR AND FARLY RECONSTRUGTION PERIOD

In oonbinvity of time, The Crisis, Red Rook, and The Leopard‘s
Spots, are next in order,. _T_]g_g_ Srisig conoorns the metual yeays of the

Civil War, while the other two hooks are aboub Reaanwmwien dayg. .
Blographleal Sketeh of Winston Churchill

Wingbon Churohill was born in Sts Louis, Novewber 10, 1871, His
father was from Meine, end hls mother was Emma Bell Blaine of 8ts Loulas
On his father's eide he was descended from Jonathan Fdwards and frem the
Dwights, two of whom were presidents of Yale, It seems with thls inherit.
anwe that he might have been an entirely different sort of person, but he
was rearsd by his aunt and grandfather on his motherts side of the family,
They vesided in St Lowls and thelr leaning wes toward the South,. Fe
lived the greeter part of his adult life in Wew Hempshire; yet he never .
lost the type of mind that is usually sssocleted with the Southern people, .

Gharles C. Beldwin nicely interprets the ohsrscter of Winetom Churohill
when he esys: _

But Mr. Churohill is all for assaping 1ife. He early dlssavered

thet life as he encountered it every dey, at home, in the oclassroom,
on the streeis, was a wvuin end, seeningly, an empty bueinesss It was
not satisfying. Too often you had to go withouts And it was drab.
There wes no fine raiment, no color, no oloeks flung carelessly aoroas
the shoulder; banners did not flomt from battlements above a 1llye
padded most; gracious women did not smlle down upon the hesd the bowed

to kigs them, He had been born out of his due time and into & commercial
ﬂ&@q
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And so he ran ewny, He re-created out of the orurbling ruins of

the past a fairy world where he could play g mare heroia part than
that in whieh, by ohance, he had been osst,l

. The Oriais

CIn m m s W‘instm‘ Churohill painte the ploture before s.nd |
during the CiwWl War in Missouri and especislly in St, Loules He used
St« Louls se the setting beoause 1t repreasnted at that time a point of
_ oonvergense for the twe opinions ooncerning slavery, The geographioal
~ position mf Sts Louls prastiocally ammma that. fThe ﬁefo,'atephan Brice,
and the villain, Eliphalet Hopper, arve Englunders and represent the Yenkoee
viswpoint, Virgluia Carvel, the heroins, 1s & trie daughter of the South.
Clarense Colfax, who is 'Brid‘nia rivel for her aﬂ‘mtima; is an officer in
the Confaderate aYmy s | |

'Judge Whipple, & strong Usion man, and Colonel Garvel, a rank
secessianist, ave great friends, The author makes their friendship, in
epite of their politiosl differenses, a thing of great besuty, Stephen
fsriw mesbs Fresident Linooln, through Jizdga Whippla’él influence, and as a

result he becomss & strong Union Leader and a devoted mdmirer of Lineoln.
Oitations from Eg crisi_n

"] tell you what, Golomel," said hej "I have to have hands, of courae,
But somehow I wish this business of slavery had never been startedi" -

1 Oharles C» Baldwin, The Men Who Make OQur Novels (New Yorka podd,
Mesd, and Company, 18198), pps Do=IT0s
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"gir," seld the Colomel, with some foroe, "God mede the sons of
Hmn the servants of Japheth's sons forewr and nwr.

"y v e w I7 hcapa the Southerners will be more uonaidemte. T believe
they will ,“ he added.

"rhey are very prgud," patd hiu mother, "n. wondeyful pooplmmbom
Arﬂ.atoarata ah ¥ , ‘

 "and you are from New Engla:na?" he aald;. :
My, Hopper laughed.
"rarnationi" said he, "you get used to it. When I come here, I was
" sort of an Abolitionist. But after you've lived here awhile you get *bo
 know that niggers ain't fit for freedomy"4

¥Jinny, ain't I nussed you elways? Aln't I come ups‘bairs to gulet
you when yo! memmy ain*t had no power ovah yo'? Ain't I ocooked fo'! yo!,
end ain't I followed you everywheres since I quit ridin! yo! pa's hosees
to viattry? Ain't I one of de fambly? An yiﬁ yo! Bx me %o ocall yo' ‘
Wiss Jlnny, 5

"Why do you listen to Glarenw's horse talk?" said Virginle,. Mhy
dontt ‘you meke him go to work?" ‘
"Yerays" sald M¥rs. Colfex, laughing, "What could he do?"
N “Thut's juut it," esid virginis, "Ho hasn't 8 wﬂauu interest in
ifﬂp
Clarence looked aullem. And his mﬁhar. a8 uaual, ’oook his slde.
"what put thet into your head, Jinny," she seid. "He has the place
ta look after, u vary gunblemly cocupation, Thet's whet they do in
Virginia."
“Yen," said Virginﬁ.a s soomi‘ully, "We're all gantleman in the South,
. What do we lmow about business and develeping the resources of the
. country? Not that"
4 # # Qih.iliﬂi!i‘ﬁ%é"ﬁtl.tl‘il%#?i'!it
"But 1 we are going to get shead of the Yankees, we shall have to
think, Tt was all very well to be a gentlemen in the days of my great-
grandfather, But now we have railroads and steatboats. And who builds
them? The Yenkees, We of the South think of our ancestors, and drift

2 Winston nhumhill, '.rha cria:la (Naw Yorks The Maomillan Compeny,
190l), P» T

8 Tbide, pe 30,
4 Ibidy, pps 5674

b Ibidn. 9,465.
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- deeper and deeper in debt., We know how to fight, and we kmow how to
conmands But we have been ruined by-=" here she glenced at the retreat=
~ing form of Alfred, end lowersd her voiee, "by niggers,"S

"The welfare of the whole South, as matters now stand, depends on
slaverys Our plantations ocould not exigt a day without slave lsbor, If
you abolished. that $nstitution, Judge Whipple, you would ruin millions
of your fellow countrymen,«=, « » » All, sir, for the sake of & low
breed that aln'y flt for froedoms You and I, who have the Msgne Charts
and the Declaration of Independense bebind us 4 » 4, may well establish
e Republic where the busis of stability is the self-control of the
individuale-As long ns such men me you and T form its oitimens » ¢ + s«
And the minute you end' I let in niggers, who heven't any more self-ocontrol
than dogs, on an equal basia, with as muoh vobe as you have,~-Niggers,
sir, that bave lived like wild bemsts in the depths of the jungle since
the days of Hem,-sihat's golng to become of our Republia?? » :

“Eduoation," eried the judge. - 2

~ But the word was smatohed from his mouth, =

"Rducation isn't a matter of one generation, Ne sir, nor two, nor
. three, nor fours But of canturies." o

"Sir," seid the judge, "I oan point out negroes of intelligence and
learning." \ ‘ ‘

"And I reskon you .oen teash some monkeys to talk Pnglish, end reoite
the catechism, end sing emotional hymns, if you brought over a vouple
of Millien from Africa," enswered the Colomel, dryly, + » +"7

“Shuoksl” exoleimed Mr, Caryel, with amusement, "The Blaok Rapubw
ligsen Party, mede up of old foole and young Anerchiste, of Dubohmen and
nigger-worshippers. Why, Whipple, that party's s Jokes Where's your
leoadert . . ' : '

YIn I1linois," was the quick response,

- "hatte his neme?" . ‘

Mpbraham Linooln, sire," thundered Mr. Whipple. "And to my way of
thinking he has uttered a more significant phrase on the situation than
axiy of your Weshington statesmen., !'This govermment,! sald he to a friend
of mine, 'eennot exist half slave and half free,'"S v

“Marse Comyn, you know what I done promise youmg Miss long time sgo,
bofotwwbefot she done left ust"

"Yeﬁ‘ Ephﬂm."

"Mayrao Comyn, won' you glve Ephum a pass dovn river ter foteh Captn
ILige ™ o

"Gpbum? snid the Colonsl sadly, "I had a letter from the Captain

-8 ety pe T
7 1b1d,, ppe THe,
8 Ibide, s 774
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yesterday, He iz at Gaﬂ.ro. tis boat 1s a Federal transport, and he las
in Yankee pay."

Ephum took a step forward, appealingly, "But de Gap'n'a yo! friend,
Mearse Comyns Ne aln't never fo'get what you done fo' him, Mm'se Comymn.,
He ain't in de army, suh,” '

- "And I am the Captein?s friend, Bphwm," snswered the Qolcnel. quiots
lys "But I will mot ask pid from any men employed by the Yankes Govern
menty No-~=not from my ovn bmt}wr, who is In & Penmeylwvania mgimem‘b;"g

I£ we should bave. more vietories like Bull Run, prosparity will come
back with & rush,” seid the son of Massachusetts, "Southern Confed-
erasy, with Miesouri one of %’ca stargs~indugtrial development of the -
Bouthe=fortunes in sotton, 1 B ‘ o

The '&eneral 1aughod9 : “I kncxw the braad_;" he saids "I'1l bet he
. didntt thank you,* ‘ ‘ : -

"No, eir; he didnty.n ' :

"1 like his grit," eald the Golonel. emphutiaally. "these young bloods
are the beckbone of the reballion, Brice, They weve made for wars They
nover did anything exoept horge-racing end oook-fighting, They ride like
the devil, fight liks the devil, ut dentt give a ploayune for enything.
Walker had some of 'am, Grittandmn had some, A:nd, good Lord,v how they
hete & Yenkes o o 4 et |

bt Linuoin.“ aha fnltered, "1 did no’c know whwn 1 came hams I
should have known you, for I heard hime=I hesrd Me]or Brice pralse you.
"0h," she oried, "how I wish that every men snd women and child in the

South might come here and see you as I have seen yﬁu taday. I think--I
‘thiﬁk gome of their bitterness might be *ba’aten a.wam :

Summﬁry ‘

In The Crigle, Winaton Churehill degoribes rmrkably well two -
distinet types of peoples He handles the opiniong of both the Yorth and the

South in & Mriotly' impartisl mermer, Churchill brings out mloarl:;r' the faot

9 Ibldey pe 348«

10 Ibide, pa 358,
A 1p14,, py 482

12 Iblds, pe 5084,



. | 42
that the early South developed neturally into & partiqula# type of oivliliza-
tion, besause ‘her angestors were mainly Cavaliers; thi;l'e %hva Morth beocause
of her snosstory became the Puriten stronghold., He presents with fine
ability the Seutherners somswhat controlled by their emotions yand the harde
fisted mnkega. aemtmuna by thelr intelleot, L ;

Cerbain of his ﬁautham oharacters spesk ;cs‘_.f ohanges whioh will oome
eventuslly as & result of the wer, but they seem to sense these oonditions
moYe ad anlubkev;a‘baoauw the ohanges have been foreed upon thems Nearly
all of the ‘bhama’ters in The 'm are from the upper olass, which faot
limits, to a aertain exf:ant, ﬁha value of the interpretation, The author's
presentation of the great historiecal charecters of Lincoln, Grant, and Shermsn
repraaani;a the finast‘oonﬁﬂbution:qf tha ‘bvook‘. .:Tham?‘ men are portrayed
with intimete glimpses into their reel oharacter and congequently seem very

humen end neturals
Biographioal Sketoh of Thomae Nelson Page

‘The birthplace and early home of Thomas ﬁalsdn Page was "Oaklanﬁ,"
e plantation neay Beaver Dam, Virginis. Throughout the Givil War, his father
m\a’a prominent Southern officer. The Page family was reléted t0 the Rene=
delphe, Pandeitana, garters, and Leeay Thomks was & doaoéndant ’of Thomas
Nelgon, & #igner of the Deslaration of Independence. After the oompletion of
his lew training at the University of Virginis, he practiced at Hichmond,
He bwm o nobed man in the ¢ivio affalrs there, and later was the reprew
sontative from the United States to Italy.

The years whioh he spent in the soenes of war and reoonstruetion ao

impressed him as to oclor his whols thinking in after life., By his friends,
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Thowes Nelson Page wes considered a most worthy representetive of the
Virginie aristooracy. Throughout his 1ife he hold fast to the beliefs
and the standards of conduct asquired in his boyhood. He always listened
with great inbterest to tho tales of the "gGolden Age" in Virginie, These
things explain the qualities whioh are found in his literary workss A
heart he wes B rowancer, end he tended to over-emphasize the attractive eide
of all situations, He presented faithfully the sonoepticn of the feudal
splendor of the Anbte~bellum Souths To him the passing of the 018 Dominion

was the greatest calamity that has yet befallen the human mae.m

g_g_q._ Rouk

In the preface to this book the euthor says the following soncerming
the setting for this novel: |
It need only to be sald that it lies in the South, somewhere in that
vegue reglon partly in one of the old Southern States and partly in that
yot vaguer lend of Memory, It will be spoken of in this story, as Dr.
Cery, General Legele, and the other peaple who used to live there in old
times, spoke of it, in warm affeotlion, as ‘the old County,' or, the 'Red
Rook sectlion,' or just 'my country, sir.! 7
Red Rook is m chropisle of the Reoonstruotion days.k The story opens
with the men going to war. The author devotes only & lii:tle space to that.
Then he traoes their hardahipa and defents after their return from the war.
bk Paga plotures with ra_alimn the years of pathetiec ad;]uamnt to the in-
tolerable sonditions in the South, The Grays and the Carys are the two

impar'bnnt‘ familisss Nearly ail the others who piay important parts in the

1% ohaxles C» Baldwin, The lien Who Hake our Novels, (New York:
Dodd, Mead and Company, 1824), Dps 416~18,
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action of the gtory are related to them. Four lowly romances run through=
out the story, sll of whioh end happily; buk to reach thét stage the
partloipants go throwugh meny struggles, ‘bdmuaa 'of' the intensity of the
politiosl parbisanship of that perlod, |

The family of Wajor Welsh comes from the North o make their home
st Red Rook, At Pirst Mrs + Welch malkes many enmemies beoause of hey sharity
work for negroeg,. Fimll:ﬁ however, the entlre family are won osver to the
Sauth@m viewpoints - Hipam 5til} ié the overseer of Red Héok and Birgﬁmudg
the two plantetions which beleng to the Grays and the Carys., Through politi~
ol and parsonal dia‘nonouty he takes the two plaves from thelyr owners, This
is wery galling to them, but th@y rafu#e to mqlmcmlaage dafeaty WNaturally
the triokery of 834ill and Jumb Leaoh, of the Freodman's Burenu, iz discover~
ods The land is vestored to its rightful mra; and there is happiness

with the arlstoerats agaln in the ascendancy. ‘ '
Gitations from Red Reek

lire Weloh asked if he lmew where they could find & night's lodging.

"ihy, et every house in the state, sir, I hope," seld Drs Caryy for
it was hes "Certainly, at the nearest one, Drive right in. We are
going to our couslns, and they will he delighted to have yous You are
Just in time; for there is to be quite a company there toenight." And
refusing to listen for a moment to Mrs Weloh's suggestion thet it might -

- not ke convenient to have sbrangers, Drs Gray held the gate apen for them

to pags through, '

"Drive in, sir," he said in & bone of gracious command, "I nmm{
heard of its belng inconvenient to have a guest,® and in they drove. 4

"fes, of course I was not talling about you; but I wouldn't have said
-« anything sboubt Massachussetts if I had lmown you cemwe from thers. I
wouldn't like anybody to say anything sbout my state » » » I think
Hassachusettes 1s the best of the Northern States--anyhowe" , , 4

14 phomes Welson Pags, Red Rook (New Yorks Charles Soribner's sons,
1898)’ p. 17‘ Sl SOR———.



46

This apology, sincerely given, with a serteln atress on the word .
Korthern, amased Mry, Weleoh, and even Miﬂdlaton, to whon it pren«anted ’
" however, sn entlrely new view, : ,
"Aren't they fummy?" asked Middleton of his oousin, afber thelr
- young host 'had left them. "You know I believe -they really think it."
"L&rry, you hwa undoretawd 2 P E?hey think ﬁhay Know it,":5

"away down Soubth in Dixie » BWRY, BWAYwe
*In Dixie lund, I'll take my stand,
To live snd die for Dixle land-=
o Away, away, away down south in Dixle.” .
It was a burst of genuine feeling, universsl, anthusiautio, that
made the old wells resound, Hven the young couples oame from their .
- sesluded coverts to Joiln in. It was so tremendous that Dr, Gary, who
wug standing near Vr, Welsh, sald to him gmwly:
A gleam of the surrent that is dammed up."
WIf the bank ever breaks what will happent®™ asked Mr, Welche
A flood,"
MPhen the right will survive,"
"The strongeet," said Dr, Cary.t

"Why sir, I have just prepared e paper whioch my friends think

- establishes inocontrovertibly thet Slevery ie based on ths Soriptures, -
and is, as 1t were, a divine institution.". «

"It is written, 'A servant of servants shall be he,t You will not

deny that?" agked the 0ld premchers , o 17

"o war?" We are at war noweewlth the greatest power on earth:; the
power of universal progresss It ig not the Worth that we shall have to
fight, but the worlds Co home and mske readys. II we have tolked 1ike
fools, we shall st least fight 1ike men,"18 ‘

YAnd Jeaoquelin,® he seid, "keep the old plase. Nake any ssorifice to
do thets Landholding is one of the safe-guards of a gentry, Our people,
for six generstions, have never sold an mors, and T naver kmew a man who
gold land that throve,"l? ‘

15%,,‘ ps 21y
18 Iblds, ps 264
7 Ibids, pps 20-30.
8 1pid,, pe 4L

19 1hid., pe 47,
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"Our flret reunion,” sald Yro. tary, smiling, and she hegm to glve
whet she oslled her ménu, in whioh, combrmxc‘l, dried fpuit, blaok-eyed
pons, the welaome figured as the prinoipal dishes. She lanuzhed at her
husbandts dumb amagzement, )

“Pens," seld the Nootor, mwbly, "7 retract what ¢ saifd & little
while ago about sur having fourht a fourth of the war--it was the speech
of a braggert.”

"vou haven't any meter now," he saide

The old servent looked at him,

"I ain*t?" Does you think Ti'ge & free niggor? he asked sharply,
"oauge T aintti®

Wes, but T moen we'vs taken your master prisoner."

"Yau ist™ Te looked at him again keenly. "or; you aintt, It'11
teok a Blgger man 'n yon to teck my master vrigoner=-pind he aint big
ag you nuther," llw sadd, with a snmap of his eyes. "He min't de kind
dat g'renders.,"”

"o + o They have done thelr worst; they have inveaded us, and taken
our negroes from us. Lot thom bear the responsibilities they heve assumed.’

It was casy to see,from the @n%hu@iﬁ.mw which greeted the CGeneral, on
which side the sympathy lay.

Yihe woreti femeral Lepak?” exclaimed Diry Cary. "Phe worst will be
aoming for years. fAfter the sword aomes the cenlerworm.' MNerk my words:
the first terms offersed ere always the begt, T should not be surprised
if you were to llve to see negroes invested with the elective franchise."

"Impossiblel Preposterousi Tnerediblel" declared General f.e@aie s his
words being echoed by most of those pmaant-za

3%311]1 was equal to the emergency. "These guality-niggers ain't uvasd o
beint talked to so0," he explained te Leechy "and thay won't stend it from
nobody but quelity. They're just as stuock up as their masters, snd you
can't tall to 'em that way. You got to hwmor 'sme. The way Lo manage Yem
18 through their preashers,"2d

"etrs all right, Ye'lve got tom down, ond we wean to keep ‘em down,
"EC)O}:’","M‘" RSN
“yeg, the bottom rall is on top, pnd.we mean to keep it so till the fence
rote down, by ==i" o , 4 "You jest stlek to me and Leech, and we'll bring

20 1pide, pa 6ls
2} 11d,, pe 67,
gz T‘ :’4";;"--, E?O 81'

23 1b3d., pe 129,
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you to the promissd land, Yas, we're in the saddle, and we nean to
stay there, We've got the Gov'ment behind us, and we'll put & gun
in every colored man's hand and give him not & mule, but a horss to
rida, and we'll dress his wife in silk end give her a carrisge to ride
in, same's my wife's got,"

"Umuhi heah deti Yes Lordl Dat's what I want," + « 4

"A mule's good 'ough for meweI b'lieve T ruther have mule 'n hoss,
I'se fotohed up wid mules,” 4 & & »

"She's gin them niggers the best vlo'es you ever mes-=coats better
than me or you or anyone aroun' heah has seen since the wer, What's
ourious to me is that though she don't seem to like niggera and git
aleng with Yem easywwlike snd nat'rel as we sll do, in mnother way she
seems to kind o' want to like tem, It reminds me of takin? physio:
she takes '‘em with sort o gulp, but wants to take ‘em and wants to
 make everybody else do it,"<5

He had prepared himself with great care, and wes dressed with the
utmost sorupulousness=-a black frock coat, white trousers, a high stoek,
and immaculate linenwws 4 « » He presemted s striking figures The
gravity of the ocossion spoke in every line of his weather~beaten, high~
bred faces To his mind it was not a mere question of title to property
he wag to wrguey it was the quest%gn betweon the old and the new=-it was
a olviligation that was on trial.

The two words heard were "the Government™ and "Leech." Suddenly the
two had beocome one. Leeoh was the Government, and the Government was
Leech: no longer mersly the Statewethe Carpetbag Govermment=wbut the
Government &7 S SRS

Summary

The resder in swmarising Red Rock is impressed most with one thought
that the Southern aristoorats idealize the past, and they are firmly con-
vinced 4t 1s the only truly happy mode of living. Zven the young people hold
to that aonvietion., Very few of them are sble to loock forward to industrialism

24 1hid., ppe 5223,
25 1h1d,, pe 346,

%6 Ib’.ﬂw‘; Pe 4684
27 1hid., pe 490,
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88 the anawer to e part of the Seuth's problems They still seem to feel
that the South's déstiny lay in the reorganization of agrisulture.

~ Thomas Nelson Page'ﬁa‘dwction to tﬁa South is touehing and sincere.
He paiﬁ:t:awith true ohivalry' the velor and beauty of his wemen chavecters.
He alsgo shows witﬁ muoh ekill the old time happy relstionship between the
Mawtor mﬁﬁiaﬁmss and their slaves, Thza'pljan'twr and his family, acoord=
ing to Page, feel a desp rospmsibility'for thelr slaves, snd the slaves in
turn put gww dependence and trust in them, Tt iz evident o inspire the
love and loyéﬂ.ﬁy many of the old slaves feel for their owner that there must
be kind *brea.tmeynt and honest devotion ‘foar the slaves on the part of the
liagters Hed Rook is a novel whioh seems able to raally impress pwple with

‘the rightness of tha 1mt1tut1m of slavery.
'Biam"nphioal ak{stah or Thaims Dixon, Jr.

Thomas Dixon, Jrs, was born in 8holby., ¥orth Careline, in 1884, | Hn
was the son of & prominent Baptist minister, After he was gradusted from
Wake Forest College in his own statbe,. he entered Johna Hopkins in Baltimore.
He was & speolal estudent in histery and political solence, ',It 1s ean odd
fact that from 1884 to 1886 he was & member of the State Legislature of Worth
Carolina, although he was only twenty ysars of sge snd unable te vote, In
1888 he wes graduated from the Greensboro Law School. He was admitted to the
bayr with the privilege of praat:twing ‘in the highest oourts, but he gave wp
law within a few montha to enter the miniastry.

During the period that he was miniaber of the People's Temple im New
York 0ity, he gainsd much remown. He was & olear end desisive thinker, and

dared to express himself freely. The books whioh he wrote at this time deelt
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with rsligiaus md éocial prablama. After he left the miniatry he lestured

for a whila md -hhmm smﬂ:ed work on The Leapard's spota. He know soourates

iy tlm history and mderutnod the graat signiﬁ sance of that perlod in the

dawlupmant of. the swthaaa

The Leopard's Spots -

The aaﬁtix;g af ti;é story 1s in Worth Caroline during the Reaon=
strwtimn’period. | aharleé Gagton, who was a boy of’tenﬁhen the ¢ivil War
ended,, ié tha h@m. : Ha falls in 1evo with Sallie Wnrth}, the only daughter
of, Genaral Worth, wha S.a an 1mplacab1e aupportar mf the Unlons Ganaiil Worth
seos no sense 1n msting Mma in politioa, whua young Gaaten mdnrata:ndn the
need for maaarm He mnlizen thn*e the twm races muet lﬂ.va tegathar, tmly
tho Anglo-saxom muat haw the supmmney. Mi.n Sania ‘ of nmxrm ¢ osubmite
to hey father's wishes and 1a very unkind to charlm thmu E@ goes through
mnyvhard struggles to win her. Ravermd John Durham nmi his wifa, who have
raised Gustcn. both play important partn in the shorys

The sub=plot centers abaut ‘,rom Camp and his fumily» He 13 e aeldier
from the "poor whita“ elasss Troubles with the Negroes sause t-ha desath of
his. twa deughters. Earu Porking, Allan Molord, and Simon Lagma are other
important ohamotmrs. bu‘h only for the purpose of portraying hiatarical and

political aitumt:icm »

. Cdtatlons from The Leopard's Spots

"I slways hated a nigger sinoce I wae knee high, My daddy end my
maxny hatved em before me, Somehow, we always felt like they was arowdin'
us to death on them blg plantations, end the 1little ones toos And then

28 paward F. Harkins, Little Pllgrimages Amon the len Who Ha.ve
Wr:tt'bon Femous Bods (Boston: T Gs f?aga and company s Phe 118~3L,
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I head to leavse my wlfe and baby and fight four years, all on ascount of
thelr sbinkin' hides, that never done mothing fer me exoept make it
- hapder to live, Everytime Ifd go into battle and hear them Minnie balls
begin to slng over us, it seemed to me I could mee their bLlack mpe :E‘Mﬂﬁ
grinnin? end mekin' fun of um poor whites,'®9

"Do lawsea-memsy done got er ohurch er der owm} Dey has weotin' now
in de school house dat Yankee tomsn built, Do teachers tell 'em ef dey
ain't good ernuf ter set wid de white folks in dere ohutch, dey got ter
hole up dey halde, and not 'low nobody ter push tem in exr nigger gallary,

"gahd Lay aside your Don Quixote Southern Chivelry this morning and
~ talk to me ln plain English., It doesn't matbter whether I am & woman or
@ mans I am an idea, a divine mission this morming, I mean to establish
& Wigh achool in this villege for the megroes, and to build a Baptlst =~
chureh for them. Will you help me?" o

20 be perfectly frank, T will not + 4 » your presente in this v.’r.llage
as 8 migsionary to the heathen ia an insult to our intelligsnce and
Christian manhood « 4 + you ave s missionary emong the children of Wash-
ington, Jefferson, Monroe, Madison, Jaokson, Clay and Calhouni » « » »

At the oloss of the war there were thousends of negro mexbers of the
white Baptist churehes in the states Your migsion is not w proolaim the
gospel of Jesus Chriet. Your mission is to %each orack brained theories
of soolal and politisal equality to four millicong of lgnorant negroos,
gome of whom are but £ifty yeers removed from the savagery of the Africen
Jungles, Your work is to separate snd alienate the megroes from thelr
former masters who osn be their unly resl friends and guardians, Your
work is to sow the dragon'e teeth of an impossible soolal ordar that will
bring forth its harvest of blood for our children."8l

18 1% that you good people of the North are spending your millions
ners now to help only the negroes, who feel least of all the sufferings
of this war?! The poor white people of the South are your om flesgh and
blood, Their Sootoh Covepanters are of the seme Puritan stock, these Ger-
‘man, Huguenot and Bnglish people are all your kinsman, who stood st the
stake with your fathers in the old world. They ere many of them, homeless,
without olothes, slok aud hungry and broken hearted » » &« » They had to

29 thomas Dixon, Junlor, The Leopard's Spots (Wew York: Bnubleda;y .
Page snd Company, 1903), pps 28<Uy

% 1pd., po 41,

2 Ibids, ppe 4E~C.
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fight ﬁhig war besause your armies invaded their soil. But for thelr
- sorrows, sulferings and burdens you heve 9 sar to hear end no heart
to pity, This ls & strange thing to me,"S R

"We nsed your labours Be honest, humble, patient, industrious and
ever white man in the South will be your friemd. What you need now is
~ te go to work with all your might, build & yuof over your head, get a

feow sores of land under your feet thet i¢ your own, put decent olstnes,
on your basks, and some money in the bank, snd you will beoome indis-
pengible to the paople of the Southy They will be your best friondass
and glve you very right and privilege you are prepared to reseive.”™*

"Why couldn't they put soldiers inte this Buremu if they hed to
‘have Lt, inebteed of these skunks and wolves?" snoxrted the General. o

"Well, wome of them are a little off odour of their records at home
1711 adwit .4 o But this is the day of the omrrion orow, Gemeral. You
know they always follow the armies. They atteok the wounded as well as
the deads You have my heartfelt sympathy, You have the durk days ahead}
The death of Mrs Lincoln was gza most awful oelamity that gould have
poasibly befullen the South,"* ' o | T

“Yga' go on," shouted Perkins., "We are done with rase and colour
livies® o & & ‘ R s R

"our proud white apristoorats of the South are in a panic 1t seems,
They fear the coming power of the Negro. They fear their Desdemonas mey .
be fasoinated again by en Othello} Well, Othellots day has oome et lasta.
If he has dreamed dreams in the past hie tongue dared not speak, the '%ay
is fast ooming when he will put these dreams into deeds, not words."5S

"For fourteen years, the South has marched to the polls and struck
blindly at the Republioan party, and three times 1t has struck to kill,
The Southern people have nothing in oommon with these Northern Demcorats
who meke your platforms snd nominete your candldete » » « you would vote
for the devil if the Demoorats nominated him, and ask no questiony and
what infuriates me 1s you vote to enforce platforms that meen esonomie
ruin to the South 4 » » ' ,

"You vobte in solid mass on the Negro question, which you settled by
the power of Anglo-Saxon insolense when you destroyed the Reoconstruetion
governments abt a blows Why should you keep on voting againat every in-
terest of the South, merely beoause you hate the neme Republiscsnt"

32 Ibida;ipn 48,

53 Thid,, pe 66
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"« » « The name Republican will stink in the South for & century, -
not because they beat us in the war, but beoause two years after the
war, in profound peade, they inaugurated s second wer on the unsrmed
people of the gouth, butohering the sterving, the wounded, the women,
and the children » + 4.4 Their attempt to establish with the bayonet
an Afriean barbarism on the ruine of Southern Scclety was @ congpiracy

egeinet human ‘progress. It was the blackest erime of the ninetesnth
century, "6 j

"My boyy the fubure America must be an Anglo-gaxon or & Mulattol
We are now deciding whieh it shall be, The Puture of the world deponds
on the future of this Republic. This Republic can have no future if
racial lines are hroken, and its proud oitizenship sinke to-the level
of a mongrel bresd of mulattoes. The South mmst fight this battle to
the finish, Two thousand years look down upon the gtruggle and two
t‘houaang,?yeara* of future berd low to catoh the messege of 1ife or
death,""" ' ‘ \ ‘ '

"When I see these young Negro men snd women ooming out of their
sohools and colleges well dressed, with thelr shallow veneer of an
imitation culture, I feel like orylng over the farce."

"Surely, Mres Durhem, you believe they are better fitted for 1ife?"

~ "They are nots They are lifted out of their only possible sphere
of menial servide, and denied any osreery It 4is simply snhuman,
are led to certain slaughter of soul and body at last, It is a horrible
tragedy." = = | 1 -‘ -

"« s ¢ » I kmew you were & bitter and brillisnt woman, bub I didntt
think you would go to such lengths even with your pet aversions.®

"It 18 not an aversiom, or a prejudice, sir. It's a simple Pact of
historys BRduoation inoresses the power of the human brain to think and
the heart to suffers Soomer or later these educated Negroes feel the
oluteh of the iyon hand of the white man's urwritten laws on btheir :
throats s « » « The South is kinder to the Negro when he is kept in his
place,"58 ; ‘

"But, Dootor, will not your industrial training of the Wegre gradually
minimize any danger to your sooletyt"

"Noy it will graduvally insreamse it, Industrial training gives power,
If the Negro ever besomes & serious competitor of the white labourer in
‘the industbries of the South, the white wan will kill him, Just as your
labour Unions do in the North mow where the oonditions of living are hard
s » o o If you train the Negroes to be solentifio fermers they will

86 Thids, pp. 103-d.

87 Ibid,, ps 108,

58 Ivid., pe 268,
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become moved from the wemory of slavery, a war of reces will be
ineviteble, unless the AngloeSaxon grant this trained end wealthy
Africen agual aocial right:s » » s « One drop of Negro YHlood mekes
a Tegro." ,

"ohe mgro has oont us already the loss of %?.000.000,000, a war
that killed & half & million wen, the debaushery of our suffrage,
the eorryption of our life, and threatens the future ansrchy. Lincoln
was right when he geid:

"There im & physien) difference between the white and the blaok
races, which I believe will forever forbid them living togather on
torms of sooiel and politieml equality.t

"Even you are still labouring under the deluslons of ’Reoous’cmotion.
The Ethiopian oannot charige his skin, or the leopard his spots. Those
who thivk 1t 1s poessible %11 always tell you the place to work this
mirecle is in the Bouth," ‘ ‘ , ,

Surmary

The Iawpérd*a Bimi;u i5 purely an exouse to ake'béh the ranoiel probe

lem in the Souths 1t portmya the havos wrought in the South by the

Northern people, baamuaa of thelr sentimental notions aboub the Nagmaa.

The Nartharn poaph were fur mmawd, and wers unable to sense the difri-
oulties in adjustment between the two rmes.' The reudor foels the
distinotion ﬁetwam the &hmges. which are forced upén the people by the
Abolitionisbs, and the nebural ohanges in the South's thinking, The physioal
ohanges did not hurt the Southerners nearly as much as the new political and
soolsl outlook dids This book seems like the South's answer to Uncle Tom's
Cabine It gives the Grue goubthern conception of the racial problem that the

Leopard's @pots will always remaing even religlon and educetion oannct ohenge

theme

9 Tbide, pe 459

40 Ibid,, pe 469,
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The three books of thig ohapter, The criuis, Red Rook, end The

'prs,rd'a Spots introduce and luterpret the forces whioh tended in thelr

finel form to cause the downfall of the OCotton Kingdom« Naturally, the
most obvious m.d importent faotor was the slavery ismsues It wus the seed
from wh;ah the other elements grew, such es the trend toward industrisl.
ism end the loss of material weslth, |

Thome s Eelsem\?&g@ in Red Rook shows the people suffering defest,
but not acknewledging it-l They still have apirii%ual wealth in the form of
fine old traditions of birth, breeding, and ohivalrio courtesy., Through
his ideslized troetment of Southern life, a set type of flotion was orented
whioch remained crystalized over a period of years, The wery mention of
Thomes Nelson Page brings to the mind the concentrated essence of the glorias
of the 01d Seuth,

In The Léopurd‘s Spoete, Thomalq Dixon dees not idealize the Seuth to

quite the extent that Puge does, He moknowledges the changes, and senses
their final outoome without the appearance of belng suddened by the results.
He makes the reader feel that he believes thet the partioular patbern of

1ife in the séuth 18 happy and desirable; yet to him nothing réany miters
except the rotention of White supremscy. Dizen seeme to understend that
indugtrislism met oome ss the only enswer to the problem of the freed slaves,

but they mast Yow to white man's aubhority in thet, as they have always done

in the agricultural days,



CHAPIER ¥
GHL ROUTH OF THE TATE RECONSTRUCTLON PERIOV

This obapter iz composed of two novels by Ellen Qlaugow-

Deliversnce and Barren Oround. In view of the very high appraisals
glven Men ﬁlaugw by the erities of fouthern fistlon, it seeme apprope

riate to devobe this entive shapher to her books.
Blographioal Sketek of Bllen Glasgew

Fllen Glesgow wight have been & Southern belle if she hed been
inolined thet way. She was born of wealthy snd aristosretlo pavents in‘
Riohmend y Virginia, {u 1874, She hee obeyed the olewentary prinsiple Irzf
good writing, thad one muet kmow about what he writess TFerly in her 1ife
she becsws intereated in the study of soolal forcess She has mﬁhwm @
violont roformer, but she has had en enbirely mw coneoptlion and interpe
ratatien of the Souths Aa she hes wderstood the igsue, the Jeuth hee been
the result and not the csuse of the 0ivil anl

fhe bars written some abeut the poor whlte alma,f’ but more often

about the middle oless Sowthorn whitos, Yer chavacters hove be

on seloobed

nostly Prom the SootohesIrish setilers, who are small farmers. |
1ias Slesgow har always distingulshed elearly between equality of

egononia epportunity and sooiel equallty. She recognlsed the need for bleod

1 )yiiur Hoboon Guinn, Awericsn ¥lotlion, An Historlcsl amd Oritiosl
Survey (New Yorks De Appleton<Uentiry Company, 1986), pe 670.
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and iron in the fiotion of the South, Throughout her career she has
supplied thet nemi."z
Her work has not been her prewpooupation only--it is to her an
esonpe s well, She was born mentelly detached from her surroundings,
but the Virginia of her girlhood, despite 1ts provinoial oharm, was so
inalienable & part of the Viotorien order from which she wes spiritually
in revolt that she was ocmpellsd by a more urgent effort of her will to
estaupe into a world of her own weking + » « »
Aaoording to M:las Glaagaw, the only art whioh hes auaawdad in the
South is the art of hypoorisy. The Southemer 1na.med to read, to write,
and to argue ere he learned te think, His charm hss always been that he
could talk more and kuow less than any other Amerioan, All thase things
needed revision and that bas been Miss Glesgow's niche in the literary

f101d¢4

The Deliverance

This. afory tak@n plaoe in Virginia about 1BBE or 1890, wn; Fletoher,
by means of a inoyt:gaga, hss teken Blake Hall, which haq belonged to the Blake
family for over two hundred years. For eighteen years he had been tha oyer-
seer for the plantatlon and five years after the ¢lose of the war he fore
oclosed on the Blakes. All this hes takem place many yoars before fhim opening
of the a"bary,‘

The Blakes now live in & small ‘housn on eighty aores of land and

% Grant Overton, "Ellen Glasgow's Arrow," Bookmen, 6l:201l-8, May, 1925,

3 Sarn Haardt, "BEllen Glasgow and the South," Bookmsn, 6941339, April,
1929«

* oo, otts
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within sight of Blake Halle Mrss Blake, who has been s famous belle in har
early days, is blind and orippleds By means of slever deception the femily
keep from her the faot that thoy are wo redused in olreumstaucess She still
thinke she 1z living at Blake Hall surrounded by her usual splendor, They
have mapeged to keep s fow pleces of thelr old furniture, silverware, and
d4shes=wthe only things with whioh the mother hes any contaot, They eat
oorn pone and bacon while duily she has her shicken and port., This entalls
eppalling ssorifices on theirkpart, but they wish to spare her, Three falth-
ful ©1d servants remain with them and wait on Mrs, Bleke with the proper
éubsmw!.ent mer. They address her affestionately as "0le Migs,"

C¢hristopher Bhico, the saon, was forced at the ege of ten to stop
sohool and go to work in the tobacco fields, He resemts the loss of thelr
home arnd hates Will Fletcher with deadly venom, For over twenty years his
aonstant thought has been some method of revenge. Bﬁl Flotoher, the spoiled
grandson, takes & great liking to Christopher, and then Blake realizes that
thrﬁﬁgh him he osn have his revenge, He envourages the boy to defy his
granﬂi‘ather,' and aids and sbets in getting his ligquor untll the boy becomaes
& drunkard, Also he ufrgan him on, se that young Fletoher marries en
tmmorel young women., |

Marie Fletoher, the granddsughter, returns homs saddened and chastened
beonuse of her unhappy marringe. She tries to be a friend to Chrisbopher
Blake, Beomuse of his interest in her and her kind treatment of him, he
begins to sense some of the futility of his weny years of bitterness.

Finally young Fletoher, in a drunken rage, murdera his grandfather, As
usual he ywns to Christopher, who plans his eacape, Then Blake oonfesses



that he has mardered Will Fletoher, ?’;’é ls sent to pri@xm, Wt s reloased
st the end of three yeary, whon the boy oonfensens Christopher foels that
it was veally he who committed the murder, that through his inmorlsomsent
he 4s making restibution for the good of his soul. TFe looks forward to
belng m'ﬁh}mr&m not with his old time wrdor, but with a magnificent
wderstanding of 1ife, |

thﬂ.ﬂm from The leiwmm

- ™ihon Leeblo Mre Christopber got turned out of the Hall jJeut befo!
his ra died, an' wes ghuffled into the howse of the oversees, vhar pil)

- Fletoher used to 1ive himsolf, the darkeys ull bought blts o lund heve
an? ther ant gettled down to do some farming om & free somle, %tuvek up,
gah) Why, that nigger Zebadeo sluke pasved me yeetiddy drivia' his own
wule deamy and I hesrd him gwar he wouldn't turn a%% o! the rosd fopr
anybody less'n God A'mighty or ‘srse Chrilstopheri®

"01d pill Pletoher etole his houss en' hia lend an' his money, law
or no Inwesthatte how I Llook at it-~but he gsouldn't steal his nuge ent
thatde what oounty eneng the niggers, ant the po? whites tooe Yhy, Itve
sosn a whole pargel ot darkeys stend stook stlll when Tletoher drove uy
to the bers with his spevkin® paly of baye, an' thon wos® break Lhay
neoks lettin® 'am down 6o soon ap iy, Christopher comos eleng with hils
toam of oxmens You kin fool the qml@ty "bout the guality, bubt 1111 b
blamed 1if you kin fool the nipgers.”

- "Howdy, ¥ersters," he wmutbered, in engwer to the lewyeris nod, ‘
rofeing & hand to his wrlskled forshesd., "Y'all &in' reen nutiint er
ele Migate yaller ost, Beulsh, I reokent" ‘

- Peterkin eyed him with the peouliar dlafavour felt for tho blask wen
by the lowwborn white, und evinded & magdan irterest out of all proe
porbion to Cervewayts ldea of the loss.

%o e w s Mok wmy words, 1t ain't been dtwo yemrs sines I found that
nigger Doas digging in my ssparagus shoots for ole misu'e dinmer.”

® 51len Glasgow, The Duliversnce (Wew Yorky Doubledsy, horsn and
Gompany, Inte, 1906), ps On
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*The property idea is very stron '
rong in these rursl sountries w
aag;;‘ the lewyer remaried gravely, "They fesl that every yw.;' ﬁda
::o m@u: :;:ntim harsaitary' possession of land, and when en estete hes
gle ngme for a oe : . :
pleced s 1t’§’1§m oentury there has deen o veritable impress

"But his friends? Where wore his frionds, I vondert In his youth
he was one of the mowt populay men in the at;.tem-a high liver mm
Ezzéézxi;;:,ﬁymrﬁzﬁwia end %l:tmr f:ln bha stood well im the Confeder

‘ Prment - ghould have f Lo
Snoomprotenettye. 1¢m‘inﬁo abjeot poverty seews

Fletoher twisted in his ohalr. "Why that was Jeat three years afber
the war, I tell you," he seid with irritable omphaglisy "he hadn't &
friend this side of Jordan, I reckon, who aould have ralsed fifty cemte
to save bis soul, The quality were as bad off ss thar osn niggers.”®

Christopher nodded cerelessly, "Glad to see you, Iaem," Puoker
igwpoﬁﬂa&‘ sordlally, "Times have changed since you used to live over

Yéq : :

"Dat's so, suh, dat's so. Times dey's done ahange, but I sin't.
i*se Jes de same, Det's da tribble wid dis yer worly wiem hit ahanges
yo' fortune hit don! look ter alanging yo! skin ea well."10

"Business may come later, my son,” she ssid, deveining them by a gesture
of her lsavily ringed hand, YAfter dinner may take ir, Currewey with
you inte the library and dlsouss your affairs over a bottle of burgundy,
a3 it was your grandfather's oustom before you « o 11

"I have never slouched in my life,® Mra. Blake replied deoisively,
"and I do not osre te full into the habit in my old ages When my last
hour comes, I hope st least to meet my God in the attitude beocoming a
lady; and in my day it would hawo been oonsidered the height of impro-
priety to loll in e ohair areven to reok in the presence of gentlemen.
Your Grestesunt Susanneh, one of the most modest women of her time, hes
often told me thet once, having unfortwnately crossed her knses in the
parlor afber supper, she euffered untold tortures from *bhudges’' for thres
mortel hours rather than to be seen to do anything so indelicate as to

8 Ibid., P 20,
® Tbida, pps 3243
10 Tbide, pe 40s
11‘ Ibids, pps 59-60,
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unexross them. Well, wﬁeli.-, ledles were ledies in thons da :
_ , ; ~ 8, and n
I‘”%ﬁﬁé“ gq it 1s quite oustomery Por them to sit like E;m:x " ;mf“
ings heve ohanged, desr, 1 wish thoy hadn's ol
things sen.iid hanged et sh they hadn'ts I liked the old

~ "Oh, I ean't bear to hear you," Oynthia returned passlonately. "If
we must go to the dogs, for hesven's seke, letts go ?@mmwrmgyﬂmt e
are Blekesw==or Corbins, 1f you 1like," :

"Bless your heart, child, I'd as Lief remember T was & Ilaks~eor oven
& Weatherby, for that matter, Why, Jeooh Weatherby's grandfather wap an
honest, self-respeoting tiller of the soil when mine used to £ish his
neoktie out of the p\'mohnbwl every Saturdey night, people said, 18

"I don't oare sbout stations in 1ife, nor blood, nor anything 1ike
that,;" she protested, - ' ‘
The old lady sighed, "We won't have any more of Solomon, Tuoker,”
she obsorvedy "I fear he will put notlons imto the ehildlas Wu Yot
oare about blood, indeedi Vhat mre wo voming to, 1 wonder?l®

The anclent custom of ourlng tobacco with open fires, whish has per~
wlated in Virginia sime the days of the early settlera, was stil)
sommonly in use; and it is posaible that had one of Christopherts eoloni-
8l ancestors appeared at the moment in Jaoch Weatherby's Llog barn, it
would heve been diffioult to sonvinse him that betwsen his deatd and his
rosurrestlion there was s lapse of more than twe hundred years,

"oh, Lila, who was his grendfather?" she oried.

"Well, there's one thing certain, she doesn't want to marry his
grendfother,” put in Tuoker, « « o "Hot that I have anything against the
old chap, for that matter; he was an honest, wellwbehaved old bedy, and
used to mend my boots for me wuntil the dny of his death o o "

"nele Tucker, you will drive m mad,” she exolaimed, the tears
starting to her lashes, "It does seem Lo we that you might show some
soneideration for the family name, It's ell we've laft.”

"ind 14’8 & good enough relic in its way," Tucker replied amleably,
"though 1f you are going to make a business of saarifieing yourself, for
hoavents sake let 1t be for scmething bigger than a reliec, A live neigh-
bor is 6 much better thing to make saerifices for than a dead grend-

father 10

12 m@., Ppe BB=8,
18 1bid,, ppe O4ebs
14 wﬂ P 171
16 Thid,, pu 204
18 1b14., p. 221,
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- "Well, his gon iz besomin
8. 80 lng quite aourtly,” she respended, wmill
:;ami I I_maw Jacob is proud of youeor he ought to be,wghmh,mmmi:ﬁ%'
ha‘ the same thing: There's nothing I llke better than to see & pood ,
ard-working famlly proper in life and raise its station. Hot that T
x:m;z put ideas mtod{aur head; of eourne, for it is a ridieviocus
0 806 8 porson dissatisflied with the position in whial :

Lord has plased him."” #e " Wioh the good

"Good Lordl It's suoh e little thing to make & fuss about,” Tnoker
said, "when you remember, my dear, thot our levels mrem't mny bigger
. then chalk lines in the eyes of God Almighty,"18

t - "Hell, 1t seems to me every thriftless nigger in the country thinks
he's got aclelm to you, sho! enough,” Tom Spade interrupted, ™It
warn't mo'n lest woeek that I had & latber I'rom the grandsen of yo' pa's
0ld blacksmith Buok, sayin' he wes to hang in Fhiladelphia for somebody's
murdey, an' that I must tell ¥arse Christopher to come git him off,
Thar's e good amix hunard of fem, black an' yaller, an' 1t's Cod Atmighty
or Varse Christopher to 'em svery one."

- As he stood there in the center of the room, hie eyes, iweversing
the wells, £6l1 upon the portrait of Noliver Nlake, and with one of the
Pankastio tricks of memory there shot inte his head the sying phrase of
that gay'uinneréo "1 mey not sit with the salnts, but T shall stand emong
the gentlemen,"e&V .~ : ‘

Sunmary

| In 'rhb‘ peliversnce, Mise Glasgow appears to be truthful shout the

Bouth without dmtroymg old sentiments with too muoh hershness. I% is truly
& novel of tremsition, Mrs, Pleke ls the most dominant oharnster throughout

the story, She r@praaan’ea the very inespmation of the 0ld Southern %redition.

17 1bide, pe 285.
18 1bid., pe 3864
19 1bid., pe 578
20 1bid., po 48,
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ghe has never been toldthkttheSouth loat .éix‘ai'wnr snd she speaks of the
time "when we belonged te the United States." Sinoe she has been allowed
to believe that, the glorles of the South are overwhelmingly megnified in
her estimatlon.

fhe other charaoters are of the New South, They realize thet no
longer does the blood in thelr veins determine their destinies, Tusker,
Yirs. Bleke's brother, is the most truly demooratio of them alle He has been
hunibled by the grm;.t physioal oalemity which befell him during the war, and
he has worked out a fine philosophy of living.

Tn the oharaster of Will Fletcher, the one time overseer, who has
bsoome wealthy, there is an exoellent portrayal of the wneultured “gat rich
quiock" types Although his orudities are offensive, Ellen flesgow males olear
his rightss She shows that the opportunity to susceed esonomically should be

free to alle

Barren Grpund

Barven Oround is mainly the 11 fe story of Dorinda Oekley. qha is the

daughter of & middle olsss gootoh~Irish mother and a father from the "poor

whites," Dorinda's life has been as barren as the llving the family has

wrested from the worn-oub poil of Virginie, porinds falls suddenly and deeply

in love with Jason greylook, & young dootor, who is there talking oare of bls

drunken fether's practice. On the eve set for thelr marriage Jason brings

home another brides porinds goes to Hew York, where she la injured in & ptraet

pooldent, and her baby does not live, A surgeon and hig wife glve her employ-

ment end help her to rogain her interest in life.
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After a few years in the olty, Dorinda feels the oall of the land, and
she determines to return, With borrowed oapital she puts in sowe medern
improvements and reolaima much of her parents’ land, whioh has beea ruined
. by the brwadge; Later, she marries Nathen Pedlar beosuse she respoote
bim, end he oan help her in the plan of 1ife she has ohosens Tn the end she
resoues Jason Greylook from the poorhouse, where he has heen teken after
losing ell. He dles ahnrﬁly afterward, as Nathen sleo does, She lives the

rest of her ﬁaya with her step=aon and her memories,

Oitations from Barren Ground

The good families of the atate have preserved smong other thinge,
eustom, history, tradition, romantic fletion, and the Episcopal ohuroh.
The good people, mooording to the resords of the olergymen, which are
the only surviving reocords, have preserved nothing exsspt themselves
# & & With the end of free labor and the beginmning of the temant sysbem,
authority paseed from the sountry to the towns, The old mwen stayed by
the farms, and thelr daughters withered dutifully beside thems but the
sons of the good people drifted awny to the oity, where they sssumed
sontrol of demoorasy es well ia if the politioal mecbine which has mmde
demoornay safe for poli‘bﬂ.ua»a

When, in after years, this grandsughter fell a viatin to one of those
instinets which Presbyterian theology hes dermed, but mever wholly ex~
terminated, and merried a member of the fpoor white" olass « « « 01d
Abernathy blessed the marriage end avoided av far as posaible, the
conneotion, Knowing the sptitude of the "poor white" for futility, he
employed his remsining years on earth ascumulating e comforteble inher-

itence for his grest grandohildren,??

After the first disillusionmment of her marrisge, she hes confined
her efforts st improvement to the two younger children. They had both
shw felt, sprung from the finer strain of the Abernathyse. « » o Theve

i Ellen Glasgow, Barren Ground, Oarden Gity, (New York: Doubleday,
Page and Company, 1926}, Tv Bs
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wore hours when it seemed to her that the gulf between the domi
Sootah~Irish stook of the Velley and the m%ngrel breed of "poor white,”

whish prodused Joshna was as wide as the ab ;
moaa,gs | ‘ | abyss botween two alien

She was a pink, flabby, irresponsible person, adjusting somfortably
the physiesl burden of too wmuch flesh to the epiritual repose of too
1ittle mind, All the virtues of the "poor white" hed some to Plower in
‘hery Married at fifteen to a mewber of a family known as "the low
down Prides," she had been perfectly oontented with ber lot in a twoe
room log oabln with her husband, a common lebourer, having a taste Por
whiskey and a dis-inolination for work, who was looked upon by his
nelghbors, "es not all there.,” As the mother of ohildren sc numerous
that their father could not remember their names, she still welocomed
“the yearly addition to her family with the moral serenity of & rabbit,™*

~ "Look at the 18nd « « » » "Even genevations of failure oan't teach

the farmers sbout here that it's impossible to make bread out of stvaw
« » » » "0h the ourse started with the tenant system I'1l adwit. The

tenantes uged the land ms & stingy man uses & horse he has hired by the
months  Bubt the other farmers are no better off mow than the tenanta.

They've worked and starved the land to a skeleton,"”

-~ Romantio though she was, she way endowed with & stubborn aptitude
for facsing feots, for looking at 1life fearlossly; and now thet lmagina~
tion had done its work, she set herself to the task of rebuilding her
ruined world .86

She laughed, "A thousand ocarss &nd we oouldn't afford to buy a cow.
Do you know what it meens to be land-poor? After the war my father
gouldntt hire labor, so he had to let mll the land go bad, ag we gay,
exoept the Little he oould oultivate himselfs The rest has run to old
f1elds. BEverything im eaten up by the texes and the mortgage."27

T learned a lot in the hospital, and that the ohief thing was that it
is slighting that has ruined us, white and black alike, in the South
+ v ¢ + That's a thrifty family, the Moodys, I never saw a darkey that

23 Ibiﬂa; Ps 44,
24 1h1d,, ppe 9234

€6 tuid,, pe Ml

86 1p1d., pe 162,
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bed ez much vim as Fluvenna, And she belonga to the new order tuo.

I always thought it spolled them to learn to read and write "till I
hired her. B8he's got all the sense Aunt Mehitable had and she's ploked
up some education besides. I declere, she talks bebter than a lot of

white people I know,"28 o

- Like ber mother, she was endowed with an intuitive understanding

~of the negroos; she would slways Imow how to keop on friendly terms

~with that fmmature but not ungenervus rece. Slavery in Queen Flissbeth
County had rested more lightly than el sswhere. The religlon that meade
people hard to themselves, her mother hed often pointed out, made them
Impartially just to thelr dependents . « « & It wms true that the
‘eoloursd pesple about Pedlar's ¥ill were as industrious and as prosperous
&s any. in the South, and that, within what their white neighbors called
reasonsble bounds, there was, at the snd of the nlnsteenth century,
little prejudioe against them, Here and there a thriftless “poor white,"
such ms Ike Pryde would -display a fitful Jealousy of Mlocajah dyeen, who
hed turned a few barren acres into a flourishing farm; but the better
olagy of farmers preferred the Intelligent coloured nelghbor to the
ipnorant white one. Both were sooial inferiors, but where the matier
wag solely of farming, the advantages would usuelly fall to the more-
diligents 46 for the negroes themsslves, they lived contentedly enough
a8 inferiors though not dependents « « « They had had not learnsd to
think as & rage, and the indlvidual negro still attmched himself instinote
ively to the superior powers.29

Bathen wag the only men at Pedlar's Mill whe lived in the fubure, and
¥athan hed always been ridiouled by hle neighbors. The telephone, the
modern ohurn, and the separators, what & protracted battle he hed fought
for eaoh of thess labor saving inventions. INe wes talking now of the
time when they would have an eleotris plant on the farm Smi all the oows
would be milked and the oream separated by electricity.d

Bumnary

Barren Ground is far removed from the sentimental traditlons of the 0ld

Southe Until the time of Ellen Glesgow, Virginia had always been piotured as
the home of the sugar-coated romavos, The South alwayes has had these middle

olass people, but they falled to get recognition in fiotion until late in the

nineteonth century.

a8 ﬂ)“ifin pPs 204,
29 ruide, ppe 276-8.
%0 rnid,, pa 409,



This book acknowledges the equality of evonomic opportumity for the
thrifty Negro g Wentally, he is oonsidered dependent on the rase whioh lms
enslaved him, WMiss Glasgow has put the Kogro farmer sosially im the "poor

white" class, She has given iu Barren Ground grest stress to thai sense of

futility which is ‘ﬂw dominent oharacteristic of the "poor whites.”

The moil, sinoe it has beon robbed of ita Tortility, has Yo some
extent lost 1ts hold uwpon ite peoples Tho;;; ba&auw of the loss of thelr men
power, heve Decome slaves to the land, This book offers the first idess of
progressive Larming, Mention ie made of the selemtific prineiples of the
feeding of the soll mud of orop rotation. These are faotors whioh indlioste
ohanges im the Soubh,

Bﬂrﬂ.nda and her mother are in ptriking contrast in meny Ways with the
shél*bmreﬂ mm of the arlstooratio olass. They oxhibit, however, the saxs
dogged deteymination that the gouthern women had during the Clvil ¥ar snd the
period of Reconstruotion.

Miss Glasgow is fearless in hor interpretation of the Southern people

and their ohenged oonditions of living. She mentions the psts but refusen %o

—— ‘hagmld about ita grmﬁaur. The new oxder of Hegros, with thelyr edsonotio

indepondsnoe, she frankly soknowledgess ghe exposes the fallaey of thinking

¢ landed people as wealthy snd safluential, for tholr lend way be umprodust-

o BINEE

ives éaim‘hﬁ.ma mothods of farmings indusbries, and some good @

with whioh o meot 1ife are hor suewer to tho South's rescmstruation probles.
The main soolal phase whioh she emphasizes 1s the soonomie ond. Parringtor

pronounced. Ellen Glasgow the foremo ot prepresentative of the intelligentsin of

the Hew iﬁﬂmh»m

" 81 yernon Louts Parrington, The G
1860-1920 (Yew Yorks Heroourt, hroge, and |
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CHAPTER VI
THE SQUTH OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

According teo chrenologloel grouping, Sartoris by Faulkner and
Unfinished Cathedral by Stribling ave next in order. These books

definitely introduce & ploture of the mew soolel order im the South,
Biographioal Sketoh of Williem Faullkmer

Willim Feulkner was born in Ripley, Mississippi, in 1657 In
his family baockground are generals, governors, snd prominent stateswmen
He has always been in the South with the exception of the years he wag
with the Canadien Flying Corps during the World War. His grandfather
wrote highly romentle stories of the South sboub the time of the Civil
Wars but Willlem, with more than gentle ireny, tears sway all illusions,
When his finences are low he pubts inte prectice his demooratic prinolples;

he paints houses and doos varlous kinds of odd ja’oa."

gartoris

gartoris is & ahroniele of the rise and deeline of the deganerate

Sartoria femily. ma book tells of the past deods, some herolc bul net
nll sublime, of the Sartorises of the Carolinas, However, the partioular

eventa of the story take place in Mlesissippl lwmediately following the

World Wers

iving Authors, Dilly Tente, editor (Wew York: The H, W. Wilson
9oL}y Ds '
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The story cenbers eround the dlegusting escepades of Young Bayard
Sartoria, The blpod of dare devils is ipn him, end after he han ‘apm‘r&:
sevoral years in the war s an eir pnat; he oannol settle down to an une
oventful 1ifo, He broods aver the death of his bwin brother, John, who
- hag been killed in serviees By mesns of & fask dar ho prooeeds to mgice
1life one .mn@, suspense for his :f‘audly; 01d Bayard, hia’ gmnd‘fathér, dies
of s’hoak whilet riding with him, ' ‘

Youmg Sazrtoris :mrriaa & oharming young girl‘ Narcissa B@n’bw, whom
'he deserts before their ohild is bora, He then travels about the Tnited
States snd fouth Amerioa beooming tuvelved: in sevaral wnsavory affelirs,
Finally he is killed in an airplane srash. '

Oitations from Sartoris

A number of motor oars rsuked slong the curb lent a formally festive

air to the plase, and Simon with hils tilted olgar stub whesled up and
- drew rein and indulged in a brief, eolorful altercation with & negro

sitting at the wheel of a oar parked before the hitohing block, "pDon't
blook off no Sartoris eatiage, black boy," Simon conoluded, when the
other had moved the wotor and permitted him access to the poats "Blook
off do commonality, of you wants, but don't intervoke no aguipaga
waitin’ on (}tmnal or Wies Jenny. Dey won't sten' fer it," :

1 don't take no'bhin' offen no white men no mo!, lootenant ney
enptain ner My P« War showed the white folks dey ocan't git along with
de oullud man, Tromple hinm in de duas', but when de trouble bust loose,
hitts Plesse auh, Mre Cullud Jang ri@ht dla woy whar de bugle blewin,!
¥rs Cullud Wany you le de savior of de gountry.! And now de oullud raos
gwine reap do benefits of de wer, and dat soon.”

"gho," murmured Simona

"You, suhs And de m&mn, toos I got my white in Franos, end I'm
gwine git it here, tooa"

"remme tell you momethin', nigger,” Simom Said, "De good Leawd done
took keor of you fer s lomg time, now, but he ain't gwine bother wid
you alweys,"d

2 willlem lemr, fartorls (¥ew York; Haroourt, Brace and Company,
1920), pe 20,

8 Ibids, p. 86,
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"Gent 'mun equipage,"” Simon mumbled. "Ridin' in dat thing, wid a
§ani:'mun'a proper equipage gwin' ter rack snd ruin in de barn." « . .
Yot omn twin grandson, ridin' right up in yo' faoce in a contraption
like dat," he continued, "and you lettin' um do 4%, You bad e doy
iss You jJes! got ter lay dowm de law ter 'um, Marse John; wid all
dese foreign wars en sich de young folks is growed away fum de oorreok
behaviory dey don't know how ter oonduck deyselfs in de gont 'mum way .
What you reckon folks gwine think when de sces yo! own folks ridint
in do same kine o' rig trash rides in? You jes' got ter resert yotaelf,
Marse John. Ain't Sartoriases sot de quality in dls country since bafo!
de war? And now jes' look &t wm.” ' ‘ »

 "And ever' time my hoe ohopped once, I could hear hisn ohop twice.

I never had ne whoes in them days, neither,” , & « S0 I had to learn

to chop fast, with that ere hoe of hian outtin' at my bare healas, Buk

I ewo' then, come what mought, I wouldn't never plapt mothint in the
gromd, soon's I ocould he'p myselfs It's all right fer folks that owms
the lend, but folke like my folks what don't never own no lemd, end ever!
‘time we ymde & furrow, we was soratohin’ dirt fer somebody else,"

He atlll retained the restaurant, and the cenvas tent in the rear of
it, in whioh he ard his wife and baby had passed the firet few months
of thelr residence in towny and it gerved as an alightingwplace for ine
saming Snopeses, from whioh theoy apread te third-rate businesses of
various kindew-grooery stores, barbershops (there wes one, an invelid
of some sort, who operated & seoond-hsnd peanut roaster)e-where they
multiplied and flourished, The older residents from their Jeffersonian
houses snd genteel stores and offices, looked om with mua@mgnt at first.
But this was long since begome something like consternation.

", & » » Do you think you're the only person in the world that ever
~went 4o a war? Do you reckon when my Bayard oame baok from The War that
he made & nuismnos of himself to everybody that had to live with him?
‘But he was o gentlemans he raised the devil like a gentlensn, not like
you Mississippl ocuntry people., Clodhoppers. Look what he did with just
@ horse," she addeds "He didn*t need any flying machine,"”
R EEEEERE n'.&innvviidnuﬁ!lf‘a-uuiﬁ'itoo-q
¥ittle twowbit war," young Bayerd repeated, "and on e horse. Anybody
onn go to war on a horse., Ho chanea for him Yo do much of anything." :
"4t least he got himsel? deoeantly killed," HMims Jenny mmp;;@d. "He
did more with a horse thén you oould do with that eeroplens.”

% 1bids, ppa 1184,
5 mbids, pe 141,
S mia., po 173,
7 Ibads, pe 2804
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- simn“ga.w her 2 . ned ré roach YHe + ,
"umuhe oo gwine paypfi‘:.«"" proachful looks "He tole me to tell

I'm demmed if I 414," old Baysrd shouteds I told i '

v you I wouldn'd
pay & cent of 1t, And I told you that if you let ‘em worry m
i‘b,”ff*diakin you alive, sir," v T me about

I ain't gwine let 'um worry you," 8imon enewered, scothingl
"Dat’s what I'm Pixin' now, You jes give 'um dey mo, ; ve o X
kin £ix 1% wp leber.” jee g o moneys em e en you

- "I'11 be eternally demmed if T willy if T let a lazy migger that
ain't worth his keepw-" ~ » ' v meeger t

"But somebody got to pay 'wum," Simon polnted out patiently, Ain‘t

dat right, Miss Jenny?" ’ ¥ = ye
- "That's right,” Miss Jenny sgreed. "But I ain't the one.”

"Yessuh, dey ain't no argument dat eomebody got to pay wm, dey'll
pub me In de jell, And den whut'll y'all do, widout nobody tov keep dem
hosges fed en olean, on to olean de house on walt on de table? Co'se
I don't mine gwine to jall, even if dem' stone flo's ain't gwine do my
mie'ry no goods™ o & & » 014 Bayagd slammed his feet to the floors

"How much is 1t?" he demanded,

#Yesaum, I ocught to. I been over this here country a hundted times
since I wuz bawn. Mst! Bayard lmows hit, toos. He been huntin' 1%
long oz I 48, pretty near., Him and Mist' Johmny bofe. Nlsa Jenny send
me wid Yum when dey had dey fust gun; me and dat 'ere single bar'l gun
I used ter have ber tie together wid a string. You 'menber dat ole
gingle bar!l, Hist' Bayard? Bu‘s hlt would shoot! Meny's 4o fox and
squir'l we shot in dese woods."

. Me a « What did you want to have this thing for? WVho wants to
olutter his ptomsch up with fish in November, with a kitehem full of
'possun and turkey and squirrel "

"There are other people to eat here besldes you,™ she retorted.
"If you dontt want eny, don't eat it, Ve elways had a fish eourse at
hows ," she mddeds "But you can't wean these Misslesippl country folks

away from bread and meat to save your life.”

“How'd you like the mrmy, Buddy?” Bayard asked.

"Not muoch," Buddy emswered. "Aln't enough to do. Good 1ife for a
lagy men," Ho mused & moment. "They giwme a charm,” he added, in a
burst of shy, diffident eomfidenoe and sober plessure.

%A oharm?" Bayard repested.

8 Tbid., ppe 2T2=5,
? Tnide, pe 206,
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"Uhuh, One of them brass glmoraoks op & solored ribbon, I aimed
to show 1% to you, but I fergots Do it tomorrow. Thet tere flo's too
dang dold to teoh £ill I have to, I'll wetoh a ochamwe tomorrow when
Puppy'a outen the housm w1l ’ '

”Turl:ay " the 0ld men was uaying s With fine and rumbling disgust,
"iith & pen fill of tpossums, and & river boktom full of squir'l and
duoks, and & smokehonga full of hawg meat, yau boys have got to go olean
to town and buy a turkey fer Christmas :dinner,"

UOhristmas ein't Christmes lessen e feller has a little somethin'
differsnt from ever' day," Jaokson pointed out mildly. .

¥You boys jest wants a excuse to git to town and loef all day and
spend moriey,” the old man retorted. "Ifve seen a sight mo! Christmases
then you hava, boy, ‘and of hitts got to ’be stot bought, hit aiuﬂ:
Christmas "

"How about town folks 1" Rafe asked. "You ein't allowin' them no
Christmas a«~tell."

"Demtt deserve none " the old man snepped, "livin' on a little twoe
by=fo! lot, jem right up agein' the next feller's back do', satin' out
tin cans,

"rgpogin' they all broke up in town," Stuart said, "and moved out
here and took up landy you'd hear Pappy oussint town then, You oouldn't
git alang without town to keep folks bati:led up :m, Pappy, and you know

iﬁu"l
The Negroes drenk with him, smicably, & little diffidently-=two
oppoued oconoeptss Antipathetio by rase, blood, nature and environment,

toughing for a moment and fused with an illusion=-<humenkind forgetting
its lust, cowardice and greed for a day. "chris tmug, " the woman murmuy=

od shylys "Thenky, euh;"w
- Bummary

In Sartorls the author has stressed real demoorssy, He clearly points

to the fast that it 1s the indivudel who matters., Faullmer definitely ehows

that young Savtoria! ifally iz not to be exoused nor overlooked besause of the

fact that he belongs to & long line of gentlemen, It is one of the Mrat books

whioh thoroughly exposes the fallacy of idealizing family.

1 Ibiﬂ;, pe 520,
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This buck portrays the retardation of the Soubh in matters of

soonemio developments It gives a good ploture of the agrioultural South
with its antipathy toward mechanized industriea,

The rasial question has a'dual viewpoint, Simon represents the
old dohool of thought=-the Negro who 1s dependent on his employer or
paﬁmn,’ and whca really geems to foel im‘arior. Simon's son, who hae just
returned from the World Way feels no inhibitlens, and represents to some

extent the Iwextisth Century Negro.
Blographleal Sketoh of T, 84 Stribling

Ts 8¢ Stribling wes born in Clifton, Tennesaes, snd he has always
lived in the South exdept for a few years spent in Wew York, He sttended
the Normal 3chool at Florence, Alabema, and than taught schools Wiz temohe
ing oareer was of short duration for he wms a fallure as a dissiplinarxian,
Aodordimg to hié ovmn explanation, he was so busy anmlysing what hiz pupile
would do next and why, that he failed to disoipline them.

hfter he gave up teaching he wrote syndiceted atories for a seriss
of Sundey Sohool publicstions, This was not to his liking eo he sontinued

to try other types of writing. Wls first sucoess omme in 1821 with the

: : 14
publiostion of Birthright, and he has had continued sussess sinoe them,

Mrs Stribling is devoted to the South; so0 he took upen himself the
palnbing of & pioture of the South ma he intimetely knows 1t. gonoerning

his purpose he saysi

: [ 1 I was
"Bao retion quickly and oompletely forgets its forbears.
ﬁll?;; 315?: profougd gense of tragedy that wmy own femlly, my neighbors,

14 tiving Authora, Dilly Tante, editor (Wew York, The Hs %We Wilson
Gompany, YWIL), pe 00,
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the whole South surrounding re would be utterly lost 1n the onrushing -
£lood of yesrs. History will not rescue it from oblivion bevayse
hisbory s too general to be hown and too romote to be resl "9

tnfialshod Cathadral

Florengo, Alabama about 1910 l» the sotting for this ﬁ‘bﬂﬁ?» The
family of Colouel ¥iltiades Vsiden dovimetes the entire plots Oolemel
WALt e ke ié aw mmg i% the fimsnolel diotator of ¥loremes and
the surrounding townse THis fortune has been foundad om fravd snd thefd, bub
that baa not deterred hiw frem fecling that he is & great supcesg, .

he eity of Florenve is having e gx‘mﬁ real estate boow end along
with the other projests is the plan for a great oathedral. Iﬁ is to be known
a8 All fouls Cathedral evnd s pupposed ﬂolw strietly nou-seobarian, When
businese is flourlyhing there comez o blow to sontinued proaperity in the
form e:sfé reolal brouwbles Six negre boys 4re asoused of esseviting w *:-f#hité

womene There le groat Leuseness of foslings Iany of the oivie organizations

of the oily beg thet the law mey be sllowed to tuke its coursey Finslly the
boys are gpirited sway by the suthoritles to prevent & lynohing.
Jerry Catlin, & nephew of Colenel Veldens, is the eselstent winister
st the partly finished cathedral, and works on the commitbee whieh sollscts
donatlone for the projects He 1la the suethoart lat Sydne, Colomel pilt's
wife, bas cast off bhab she mey merry the old man for hie weslth and position.
The winister s still eosmored of her, although he dutifnlly fulle in love
with the ohmveh orgenist and merries her in the ususl minipterin) feshion.
Shows ié ptill another fntrigue in the affelrs of Yarasen, 2elonel
yojdents deughter, sod a high sshool youthe The good old Yaiden ners 1a

“M? R %M‘Miﬁg Infinlehed Cathedral (Mew Yorks The Litér
padld, 1084) , appendage . ' s L 4
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saved by her mereiage bo her high sﬁhml tosoher, who knows of her mistebe
but 18 Willing to overlosk i, | |

The inflation bubble bmw, but Colonel vaiden with his wsval
shrowdness end dlshanesty is able to save enough money for his femily. He
also pleons to finish the vathedral, but on & more wodest somle then had
origloaily been plevned. We hires cheap Negre labor and thus snbogonises
the mm* Unlous, Colemsl Vvelden mwets & viclent Ceath st the entrance of
the cathedral &t the hands of o man he has wronged meny yeare befores

Oltations from ;Wiahad Yathedral

Py nomets Forthrop, 1™ debbity sheriff here, There's some
plggors ridin' this tradn « » o 1 bflieve theyts one wder there,
o s o I'11 git on the wther side en' 1f ove orawle outy you ek blm."
Jarry nodded, '
1 wade shors you wes & Southern wmen before I mab yous A &am
wm«w is jJont me lisble %o turn s nigger aloose as bold him, ")

m mum mnhtw was helf minded to locass his ouptive, FHad
ke boon o white boy he would have done so. Bub in the Seuth there vests
upen whibte men & kind of rasisl obligatlion to aeorreot and reform as best
they oan the misateps and shopt comlngs of the volored people, so thie
impulaw to liberate the ohild wes cverruled in i’}j}? Reverend Jorry
fatlints mind by hie wider duly to hle sounbry.*'

“How sm 1 golng to approach Sheffeld men for & subseription to a
ehureh in Flopense?®

"pirst, of sourse, 1t's e Triecity » » » really ¥orth Alabame
Gathodral » & « you kuow 4 » o refloot honor and dlgnity on the future
mtropolle of the South » & » that's the Ldea o » » Verger +» o ¢ Trhe
oldy » » « Worth Alobuash « « o A1l Alnbome o o » ALY South » « « shop
it uwp %o metropoliten lmportense, bullding for hundreds of thousanda
yot to ocomd » » » thoy'll geb that « 4+ « thuy're real sstele wen"

16 1h1d., ppe TeB.
¥ 1bid., pe 104
18 mid., pe 20,
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"I got into the real estate business in an odd wa ;
: ¥ toos I alweys
h’e%irowd I would be a prosperous, influentisl buginess :;aw a;ummm
i:a ; :eali%' in the f:ﬁmn blood, Dre Catlin + « o Hy folks descended
oyRlty + & ¢ 1ittle man hemmed sl "or
vold moom * | mued slightly, "or so they always
‘Jurry plelwd his motorts path along the nail and ean strevm Carver's

#* .
"A nurber of Southern femilies think that,” he explained gently.
You 868 the South was pretty well sprinkled with royaliste right after
the Revolution. fThe people said they were royalists, Thelr descendants

'+ graduslly corrupted. the word into 'royalty,' mnd nearly every Southern

porson you ses nowadays will tell yon he is descended from the troyalty.!
¥y own father held that idea about the Catlins.”

.~ "Well, I declave,” blurted out Prtwan, quite taken aback, "maybe

- that 18 80 » » o Woll, anyway, the thought that vhe Petmans wors somes
body gave me heart to go on with my Jerioo idyah," ‘

: "What was that?"

"A subdivision for niggers s « + you know, the dependable sort of

- niggers 4 4 « o I decided I would try to give 'em momething remlly good.”
’ Jerry winoed at the ides that he was driving home with = dealer in
negro resl estate , s 4 17

.. "You sen summon a grand Jury and hang these negroes just as efficient~
ly and far less expensively than you oan lynch them nows What will the
ten thousand strangers in our getes think of us if we hang six wen with-
out legal sanotion? Why, we will be the worat advertised town in
Amerieal You imow thati Every oubsider here will write home sbout iti
Paople pay no attention to reporte of lynoshings in newspapers, but they
oortainly will pay sttention when their own folks write home say they
sawW onej Thn% 11 be phooked! Amerioca will be shooked) Vie san't afford

to do thisi”

"Ho, no, gentlemen, this trisl must end the exouse lynching parties
always mekewwthet the lew ls uncertains A swift trial followed by
{mmediate exesutlon will consolidate publis opinion here in the South
againgt 1llegel violenoe, We have got to resoue the South from the
gtain of barberism. These six negro misoreants must be hanged to proe-
toot the lawsabiding eolored population of Alabarma from future eutbreaks
of mob lew. I have worked with niggers wll wmy life. I have nigger
friends who are just as sinsere and devoted to we ma any man sltting at
this table, Out of the affestior I have for these niggers and the value
1 place upon the golored pecple as the sconomie foumdation of Soubhern
14fe, T must esk that every one of these six be ledged in the Lauderdale

19 1u1d., ppe 46T
&0 Ibides Po B0y
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aounty jull and be hanged eo ms to wake the lives and property of
hindreda of thoussnds of onloged citigens of the South free fram the
gusts of passion and chenow,."2} o \

"Look here, Sintom," he sald in a gentler tone, "I don't know
whether you have thought of it or not but the trial and convietion and
. exeoution of these hoys will have a deep besring on the future of the

aclored pecple all over the South.,"

"Yes, we M¥now that; too," agreed the blaok wan, "thatts why our
scolety is mtirred up mbout it."

. "Yes, bub had you ever asked yourselves if you were stiryed up in
the right say?”

"How do you meani"

; "I mean, if the boys are hmged, the next LTET of assault will probe
ably be brougbt into court, too, It will set a prededents The people
of Alabama will have sonfidence in thelr courtes . They oan be persusded
%o let auch ceses ocome to trial instead of taking violent and illegal
sotiony You know very well such a precedent settled Into ocustom would
be a thousand times better for +the colorad race than the presem: state

ol ‘bhingﬂu

s » x I lmow you lave your oountry, Colonel Vuiden,

The Colonal looked sbraight at Dodine.

ity e:mmtry e umah«&, wwrun, puisonaﬁ, and polluted yenrs 8o,
Mrs Bodine." ,

‘The organiger sbared at the old ™.

Mhy don't you eonglder this your sountryt" - '
"Ttte where I'm living, It's a place without lelsure, without a
fiuegse, Look at those slix negroes thrown in jalli Why wers they ever
permitted to run loose in the first plese? » + « This wouldn't happen if
the niggers. had plenty of work, but a mewkish aentimentality brought

dewn here by Yankeeoss s »"23

"If s man rides ho sust do it in a motor car at not less than fifty
miles an hour. If he makes an lnvestment it must met him three hundred
per oent per annum or the investor will o}mngs to wmething slae, There
is no sense of leisure in anything any more." \ ;

"How did folks get like thatt" asked Warsan s a » :

"Beoanse the niggers have been set free, Slaves and plantetions
brought & senge of lelsure snd a senae of responsibllity toward Ged whieh
no turn of fortune or misfortune could shake, Slavery not only preserved
the original Amerioen ides of e family, it enlarged and emmcbled it into
that of a patrisrchy. It produced leisure and culture and that deep wide
responalbility without which men drift into hedonism mnd dilettantism,

2l Ib‘idg"‘ Ps Q6.
%2 Thide, ps 101.
25 1h1d,, pe 1244
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The Yenkees not only set eside the ordained institution of slavery,
‘they have set sslde the ordineamce of marriege with universal divorce,
and sowrtesy with wniversal boorishnesa.”

“"Southern people get divoroea too."

hatty hedause Eaapl& mimie men with money, na matter how sad en
example they set,'d

"hykes, what did the bank let him eink so mucsh money in nigger
oottages for7"

"Why, the boom wasg on, end there wes such & rugh of work » + »
Nobedy dreamed he was following the minimum specifioations in the nigger
housea « v « didn't enywhere olse."

"This won't 40 « » » this won't do st all + « » not for niggeras”

YAren't. they worth the money?" demsnded Swartoub.

"Thatts the brouble,” explained Lindsay, "they are fur too goods
Youtve got too much invested hore to expect vo get it back out of the
niggers, You know you only solleoct about three fifthe of the nominal
indebtedness contracted by a group of colored people + » o156

"No matter to what helghts the fubure genius of the South may soar,
it will) never agrin resch those mountein renges of ohivalry and generos~
ityy those sun~klssed pwks of Pride which we behold todey only through
the blue mistes of Time,"

"Too truly bas the Southern poet sang, "Mme, the towb builden!”

© "0 Time, Time, Time, if in thy @umaﬂng thou canst not spare heross,
spare ug their desds,
~ "dpare us their sonstanocy, thelr devotion, their patrimtism, their
selfless servisce for the healing of our netion.

"Deughters of the Gonfederacy, the monuments you have erssted upon
the battlefields of the 8au’bh are ohallges for the preservation of that

rish heritage."26

It geemed to the ald randmo‘bhsr thet Time did mot go 'cm, bub that
it wes a vast wheel that t:umed slowly round and round « » «

In the midst of these vague plamningsz and consolations the deor bell
olanged in the hell belows, It was not an eleatrioc buzser; it was the
same braps lion's foot which had merved the old house before Wiltiades
had bullt so meny additions to ite Its single olang seemsd more in
keeplng with the portico and grand hallwey and ornamentel iron baloony at
the segondwstory level than an eleatric bell would have beens27

2 101y, ppe 126-0,
25 Tbid., pe 238.
26 Ibldv, ppe 27124
27 M" Pe 800,
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Marsan had & pirlish notion that she would like to have it in the
old Lacefield Manor down in the Reserves She had heard so muny teles
of the old plentation 1ife, the war, the romsnce of her grest-uncle,

A+ Grey lavefield, and her sunt, Marsie Cetlin, who had been born & 28
Vaiden, that she had longed to wake her merrisge in that storisd scens.

Surma ry

© Steibling is rather baffling in his handling of the various soolal

ampeats of the Southe The weader fesls that in his hitter dmnummant of
the Negroe ‘halis parsomlly{sincem; He presents the faot that the Negroas
~are tolerated ond proteocted merely bessuss the South wishes to aveid the
stigma of being pronounsed wmjust. It is not love and understanding for the
black raoce whioch prompis the Scuth to do f‘dr themw ’ '

There appears a subtle irony in the asuthorfs handling of the old
sentiments of honor and grendeur whish are aiw#ya supposed to go with the
mention of family, He meles it olear thet he thinks the sristoorasy of
money has taken the place of birth and breeding, The weskness in both the
thought and conduoeb of the ladies and 5enﬁlémon of the old aristooracy is
erudely exposed; the author asknowledges that femily standing wees suffioclent
to gleas over these migsteps., Yet, in the final snelysis the suthor seems
to hold to the foeling thet the 0ld South with all its faults was superior
to the Wew South. |

In vamma‘rizing this ohapter's gontribution to thils study, ﬂ: can be
gaid that Foullmer snd Sitribling have very effectively debunked the adulation
of family, espesially in the ceses when there is simply no justifiestion for

its Faulkner is more kindly in his consideration of the racial question

28 Ibid,, p. S22,
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than Stribling, but both men give 1t = large plase in their books bnouuee
of 4t importence to the Jouth. Thess two authors agroe that always the
Hegre will be dependent on the white pecple for desisions of wjor importance,
elthough he way have ooy alizght seonomic indepondence. They monbtlon that
industrialism in the South 42 the arewer to the employwent problem, snd they

soknusledze the nesd Por moniel demacracy, but only emeng the white peopley



CHAPTER VII
THE SOUTH A3 REFLECTED IN FOUR NOVELS GROUPED THEMATICALLY

The first half of this chapter consists of two novelse-The
Pra@twt of the Gﬂat sm}gy Mquntaina ard The Time _gg_ Man, All of the

sharasters in these two booke belong to the under~privileged "poor
white" oluss, often referred to ae the Southls curse. Although all
éﬁh@r books used in this invegtigation have been grouped shronolog~
lsally; the writer deems it appropriate to plaoce the books in this
ohapter eccording to themes Since these books are almost solely dew
voted to oharaster mlyuiu of "poor whites" and with little alluslon
to historicsl events, they seem books for all time.

Biographionl Skebteh of Mary Noailles Murfree

Mary Woallles Murfree, better known as Charles Egbert Craddock,
was born st Murfreeshoro, Temmswases, in 1880 During the first seven-
toen yesrs of her life she lived at Nashville, where her father had s
fine law prastice, She attended the soademy in Naehville and later &
seminary in Philedelphia. Lameress and frail health prevented her from
having & norma) ohildhopd and oaused her to becoms e grest reader, Harly
in her life ehe wrobte much, but dlsonrded many of her early sthbempbss
When she attempted to get her work published, she assumed s man's namos
fhe thought that would cause sditors to give the manusoripis more oonw

siderations It is esld that her style of penmenship was typieally
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magguline in appesrande, and that it was much of a shook when her identity
booame knowns

The tendensy te embellish her nowels with too muoh deseription
soemed to detraot frem thelr yeal walue. Literery euthorities do not
agree as to the exaotness with whish she drew her oherastorss Thore are
those vwho Leel that ghe knew her mountaln people well and vuderatood them,
Okhers foel that her viewpoint wee striatly mtmyuum. fnd thet she

knew the reglon only as one who summered t:hnrml

fhe ‘S’rqphmt _g_g the Great Smkz Yountelns

Hiram Xeolsey s the ‘pmphmﬁ af the backwoods people who live in the
valleys and the foothills of that range of mounbaine dmown ap the Orest
Pmokies of Tennesness Hie ignorant, but dewub utbernnses oome #s trus
prophesies to their untrelned winds. 7The parsen suffers greatly, when
he fools at times thet he has slipped from grese, and then goes to the
top of the great bald mowntaing to pray. Interwoven with this tale of the
partioular religlovs aanwgﬁim of these unoowbh M1a is the story of
the Cayoe fewily, whioh makes ﬂuk living by operating s woonshine etill
in o seeret omve in the mountains. {14 Groundhyg Cayee, his four gons,
sl bis deughber Dorinde are dypleally representatiwe of the “poor
whites® of the wountainous reglons of the South,

! Frod Lewlo Pattos, A Mistory of Americsn Litorature Sinse 1870
(ew Yoriy The Century Compally, Ve Dy DI
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1ok Tyler, Dorinda's mmhaa.rb, is a fugitive from juatice and
is hiding 1n the hills, Mioajah Greeu, the boanti‘ul, swaggering shnriff
ig uwnkind to Dorinda, whi.).e he ia aoarohing for Ri.ak. This incident and
g fow others lead -&w a8 raud bai:man the Oayoe family and the sheriff,
The ue‘bﬂémant blackemith, ¢id Fletoher, tekes Rlok captive Por the two
hundred dollar reward apd thus gets himgelf involved in ’eha foud,
Az u result of a case of wiasteken ldentity, the prophet of the
Great Smoky Mownteins ls murdered by the Cayces, who think, of‘ sourse,
that he is *Cajah Green, Dorinde, in her aimplé felth, thinks that the
pareon has been 1ifted into the alouds like the prophets of olds This
burden of grief end guilt wreoks the mind of 0ld Groundhog Cayce end
ohanges Pete Jayse for the better,

Oltations from The Prophet of the Great Smoky Mountains

fLortwa mightyl ef I jest lmowed afore~hand how it will teck the
boys when they view that air door down on the floori They mought
Jounce hyar ez ef they wers bereft o' reason, an? all thar hope o!
salvation be hung on the hinges. An' them agaln they mought 'low ez
they hed ruther bev no door than be at the trouble o' shettin't it an!
barrint 1t up ez they come and gos They alr mighty onsertin in thar
temper an' 1 hev never hankerad ter see Yem crost, Bubt fur the
glory's sake, don't tech gha bartl, TIt's been sot ther ter age some,
ef the Lord'll spare it."

"He ghell rue it, he shell rue it, Ne an' mine take mno word off'n
nobody, My grantdad an' his threa brothers, one hundred apd fourteen
years ago, kem hyar from old Horth State an' settled in the Blg Smokys
They an thar sons rooted up the wilderness, They orappeds They fit
the beastisy they £it the Imjun; they £it the Britishy ant' this las*
1ittle war o' ourn they fit esch other. Thar hev never been & coward
'mongat ems Thar hev never been a key turmed om one of 'em or & door

3 Mnry ¥e Murfiwe, the Frophet of the Grmvb Smoky Mountains (Bostoni
Houghton MLfflin Company, 186EY, Ds 27%
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shets They heve respested the law fur what it war wuth, an' they hev
stood up fur thar rights agein it, They answer fur thar words, m’
others hev to angwer," "5 : ' f

"1*4 mever hev thumk of takin! up religion, ar I hed been let ter
live along like obher men bs, or ¢f me and mine oould die like other
folky be let ter dlel Bubt it ‘epeared ter me ez religion wir 'hoab
xll o war lof,! arter I hed gin the baby the stuff the valley doctor
hed lef! fur Em'lyesbein' ez I couldntt read right the old oritter's
Gurious goraping with his pensile-snt gin Emtly the stuff fur the baby.
Ant it dieds An' then Bm'ly got on settled an' orapy, an' tuk ber
vagrantin! 'round, an' fell off'n the bluff, Ant some says she flunged
herself off'n, ant I knows she flunged herself off'm it threugh beint

out'n hor mind with grief." néd

"Lord af mighty, air the corn mine, or no? Alr the omhurd mina or
the yeiders? An' ails me ez I oan't make whiskey an' applejack msme
o8 in my pappy's time, when him an' me run a sour mash still on the top
o! mountaingd in the light o' day uplards o' twenty years, sn' never
hearn o' no relders? 7Tell me that's agin' the law, nowadaysd Waal,
now, vho mede the law? T nevery ‘an I aln’t e golnt ter abide by 1t,
nuther, Bs sure ez ye air born, it alr just a ysnkee triek fotohed down
hyar by the Ped'ral Armys Ant ef I hed knowed they war goin' ter gin
sioh persecutions arter the war I dunno how I'd got my conpent ter it
alongside of tem like 1 done fower year fur the union,"5

In the mowntains men da not reogard ahuruh privnegaa ag the opporw
tunity of a gquist hour to meditete on secular affairs, while a gentle
voioe drones on m’c&quated theme, To Amos, Samaon waa ﬁha latest thing
ouk e

&omahw, the mountains had for his igmrant wind aome coeroive
internal evidenge of the great truthss In their exalted suggeotive~
ness wore congrultlesy go far from the world were theye-so high above
ity so interlinked with the history of all that mekes the rases of mmm
moyre than the beasts that perish, that oonserves the wmlues of that
noble ideawean lmmortal soul, Om & mountain the oross was planted; the

P 1bidsy pe B3
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steepss beheld the glories of the transfiguration; the lofty
golitudes heard the prayers of Christs and from the heights issued
- the great ssrmon lnstinet with all moraltles of every oreed.

Ho other book had he ever read: only thet sublime epio, with ite
desp tenderness end its mighty porbents; with its subleties of prow:
phesy in wide apd splendid phrase, snd their fulfillment in the barren
reoord of the simplest lifes with all the throbbing presentimernt of
rartyrdon and doom and death, domineted by the mirscle of resurrestion

- and the potency of 4l vinltye Every detail was es olearly plotured to
hie wind as if, insbesd of the vast wnstoned stretohss of the Great 7
Smoky Mounteins he looked upon the sanetivies of the hills of Judeas

Gid Flebehar acted as the umpires He armed himself with & whip of
many thongs and teok his sbend beneath the branches of the tree from
whioh bthe gender wes suspended. Aghest at his terridble situation, the
gander's wildeeyes stered about, his great wings flapped drearily; :
his lopg neek pm‘bmﬂad with ita peoulinr mo*bion, unewere of the olutch
'.H: invited,

' Yhe gaplng erowd &t the atare, on the cabin porahaa, on the i‘emea ’
-watohed 'the gompetitors with wide-eyed, wide~mouthed delight o « « «
 the men filed slawly around the presoribed speoe, once, twice; then .
~ enoh made the sireult along et & break nesk gallops As the first horse=
man pasged beneath the bransh upon whiosh hung the grantic fluttering
bird, the blackemith, stending sentinel with his whip of many thongs,
leid it upon the flank of the horge, and despite the wild sudden plunge
the rider rose %n his stirrups and olubohed the greased neck of the

wwmg gmdem

It has been wo lung the unwritten law o:f.’ -bhe noonshiners that the
informey shall perish as the ¢onsequences of his mlice and rashness,
that whatever normel morasl sense they possess ig in subjestion to thelir
arbitrary sode of justice and the savage custom of the region. The
mysterious disappearance of s horss~thief or a revenve spy, dramati-
oally chronicled, with s wink and u grin, as ‘never hearn on no more,!
or 'fund daad in the road one moymin,! deea not sffect the mountaine

QBYE »
Summary

In thie atory of the early Revensbruotion Period, the suthor reveals

her version of the viewpoint of the "poor white" settlers of the South

7 Thida, ps 169a
® Ibide, ppe 207-8,
9 1pid., pe 301,
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toward religion and the lew, To them the law represents injustice yathor

than justloey App&ron'blj thelr manner of settling feuds does nubt seem
insongruous with their aymla of "eonvietion," which is the term they
ues to rei‘ér to *shaij.‘r‘ ‘religiuua’ ao‘nwfaionm "ho has wade the law eny-
howt" seems to Groundhog Cayoe exouse for his avowed dlsobediense of its
1t 19 a story of_“ s;mmga prinitiveness snd pathetie lgnoreancd,

These people exhiblt a rars oontentment with their lot in 1ife and
a great love for xmtuia, her moods and her changing penorats, vhioh 13
typloal in the mountein reglones Tiw religious philosophy of these people
is strenge, ‘y& beautiful in abownding falth, porinde oould understand
that fesling of onensss betwesn God and nature, and sonehow sonse, ot
timﬁ#, 't;hev groaﬁ gtruggle in Parson Xelsoy's hearts ﬁar trust in Rlok
Tyler i.s. loa‘b;’bu’t her faith 1n the ;nharen‘b rightness of things, 8o they

are, is not shatbered.

* plographioal Sketoh of Eligabeth Yadox Roberts

‘glizebeth Madox Roberts was born st Perryville near gpringfield,
Kentuoky, in what ls now tmown as the "Pigean River cowatry.” 7his is

now her permsnent houme. ghe is deeply attached to the South 88 her pecple

pmave been Eentuekimns ginoe 1803+
ser first novel, The Time of Max, is truly a novel of the solle
T4 has been a sUCOSRS 1y the United gtates and Englande german, Owedlsh

and Dano=Norweglan editions of it have been published. It i oonaldered

by orities e book of all times for all pooplo. Mise Rovarts hag rare ert

ding and the exprosalon of the human emotionds ghe i

in the mdaratan
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able to fuse thils ert with the motion of her story and thus make a wellw

rounded novel .;10

The Time of Man

The Time of Nen is really the life story of Ellen Chesser, @ glrl

belonging %o the "puor white" olass. When the sbtory opens she is aboub
twelve years of age. She is traveling through Tennessee and Kezituoky
with her father and mother. Thelr wagon is one of & oaravan vhioh la mede
up of people who follew the orops and do some horse tradings They have no
deetination, they are "jist a~goen,”

¥ras Chesaer kfinally persuades her husband to farm for a men who has
made him a good offer. They remaln there a few years, and then the endless
seoking to find something better oalle them to move on. In the mesntime,
Ellen h'aé imén jilted by Jonas Prather and she wishes to move to escaps her
misory,

After some more wandering they looste agaln and within a short while
Zllen mayrries Jasper Iiwnt,’a neighboring farm hend. He quarrels with his
employors and is aocoused of aa‘f:ting fire to thelir barn. Ellen and Jasper
are forved to leave the aountu;ﬂ The story of Jasperts trouble follows
them; and whem'ﬁhw are a8 the yours psgs, their ohlldren are unjuatly

poergocuteds Aa & result of this conditiun they ure forsed again and again

to move om a "far plece.”

10 Livieg Authors, Dilly Tente, edltor (New York: The My We. Wilson
Gompany, h)s Pe 0G0
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Civations from The Timo of Men

"If only some o'nery trash hedn't stole my shoes," she said when &
thorn drove into her hegl and sent cold quivera of psin to the very
roots of her helr. She bit hard on her cheeks and 3ips and walted until
the tremors pessed out of her flegh, "It's otuary to stesl," she
salds "It's right low dowm, wow, right wrong. You desntt steal from
your oun get. That thers would be awful wrong, and I reckon it's wrong
nohows It*s wrong to the folks that lose the stuff and that makes it
aome around wrong to the body that takes it, oOnly if e man's got so
maeh he never misses what you teke, why then it seems like 4t might
maybe not be wrong, only you cen't tell we'r a wan ig a~goen to miss 1%
or not go it's wrong, 1 reakon, no matber,"l

Her closed eyes saw the book put of which Bve Stikes had learnmed to .
40ll foriunes, o little green book, rolled at the ocormers and dirty,
- emelling of anuffwdips Bva had sent ten cenbts for it; it had some from
Batavie, Illinoiss "Gives lucky and unlucky days, interprets dreams,
tells fortunes by all methods, oards, palmiastry, tea-oup zodislogy,"
was printed on the paper cover, The ploture on the baok of the fortune
book looked very musch like Eva horself, for Eva's mouth senk togebher .
whore her teeth were gone. Ellen knew all about Eve's youngonesy she
had six deamd, but four were living. A high, thin volce and a low desp
voloe took turns in memory: . ,
"iemmy, I want to eat,"
"Well, go to the grub hox.
fthere nin't e'eyr bite there, I been." 19
"Well, ask Joe Sikes to feed you, ha's your daddy."

She 1liked to ait in the corn after it grew walst-high or mores In
the soft olods of the bright days or in the soft loam of the daye after
showeye she would sit, looking aboubt, fesling herself moving with the
oorns A volae would oome to her mind:

"Or even suppose it was tho poorest sort of a ahanty mede cuten
boards gset on end and only aue room, or twey and suppose the pecple that
lived there last weed to be a dirty set snd left thelr £ilth behind them
when bhey went; and even suppose there'd be fless under the house vwhere
the hogs had bean a sleepin' » »+ « » I'd set about maken it fitten to
live in, you'd see. I1'd sorub that-there floor . » . «" or then;

11 gliguheth Medax Roberts, The Time of Man (New York: The ‘Viking
Prose, 1026), pe 9
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y'd be & fair sight to see when the roses came in bloom ne
- » ) ; next
a;mr and when the grapos got up over thatethere arbor-sbip bimohes
of grapes a-hangen down wll summer and eeturnen purple in the fall

and the bees_ awoom ‘ oy )
bo. s06 nw.“lg‘ en to get sweet oubten some, That would be & sight

"Oh, pecpls are ugly and everything 1s ugly," Ellen muttered, .
mber&ng,. "Hrown ground ugly end yesterday ugly and all the things
people dowesaten and s=welken and a-haven thinge to keep. Terrible,
1t 1s. XNard to do, Everything ugly « « + « yosterday ugly and avery=-
thing ugly, all the way back to the first, as far as you oan recollest,
grownd, sun, things to eat, oooken, things to keep, wanten things,
backward as far as you can resollest.”

~ "I*m a~thinken about the geography boock, Tessle's other book, an
old one sll torn at the oorners and spotted where somebody left it in
the rain some time long mgoe. London Bridge aoroas the Themes, Yhe
Oathedral and Plaze, Mexico City. You could soe yourself a-liven in
the brown house, a-walken up big stairs end awlooken our that-there
tower window, aesitten down in a tower to lock out all day, awsitben
bask Gool & v s + Town Hall, Leeds. Wide staird, flat~topped roof and
& tower with a olook to tell the time of days A fountain a-drippen out
in fromt. < You could see yourself live in that-there house a=looken out
the window et sunup to see if the fountein Lo a=goen yet s « « o

"1y wag B good book, & learnsd books I reed it a heap here and you
and T looked at & hesp of the plotures « » » »

%ome of those books is mine. messie gave me cne to keep, but 1t's
gafor with the belance, I said, along under the quilts s o o » 1% would
be the dearsst thing in 1ife 1f£ T could £ind my book gomeday and have 1€
in my hands or in my room hid under the bed to get out when we'd have
a rainy spell of weather,"10

ngot Ellen the shoss. I oan welt & gpell. Ny old cnes will do me,"
ghe heard the words agein, Minnle, £dd and Lue and Herp and Gorie and
Davie, befors she oB;A. "yammy, what made your teoth go snsggly and
all ooms outem your hend?" she had meked onoo. Do you retkon you
sould heve seven brats inside of twelve years and have e'er & tooth

left o your nsme?"lé

13 VIbidu Do 24
14 rpids, ppe 36=Ts
16 yy3a,, ppe 59-40.
16 1u1d,, pe 424
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"Itm ugly," she sald, "an I might as well know it and remembers My
hends are big and ooarse and my skin 1s browned and redded in the wind.
My oyes are slow end big, always a-looken at everything in the world
and always sxpeoten to see sowething mores My face locks like the -
ground end my baok looks like ground with my old oloek pulled over it,
I'm ugly » & » o 1o need for me to think sbout something pink to wear
or semething blue or yellow., ¥o use to think about soft eolorse You
might as well wesr ime kind as anothers Drab, Brown, PFaded dark old
shrunk-up enything ie good emough, Why don't you Just g;iwa up and be
ugly?. Thatts what you are. Ugly, Thet's all,"17

- "oh, why am I here and whm‘c is it all for, anngy‘? What is it is
tsbenten down on my breath? I'm awfallen throvgh the world and there's
no end to the top and no end to the bottom, Nammy as-zetien ur and a=
aooken and awgoen to bed and Pappy works all day, and we have to lmva
fire and thara's no end to anything"

Hey mother's worda would oall ou’c 111 tho lonaly stillness of hei
mind, "Where's the fellows that ought to be avcomen? « » » » "What
fellowst" she had seid, dreaming over her hair, "4 big grown girl,
nigh to0. eightesn and no Pfellowa ae-comeni” She had been lifting a look
of her halr, making it lie in different ways « s + Tho taunt had come
upon hey unprepered and now the words would probe the still dark after
the first misery was gone. A hard ory m».rled 1n the derke "Where's
the fellows that ought to be wonmn?"w | ,

"Hush, everybody, hugh y@umlh Enan’cl:xeéaar 18 a-goen to sing &
song," c
"1 ean sing lady Nanay Bellewthat'ﬂ & s‘hory Yaxmy taught me a
long time ngo, one she leamed offen her granniae, or I oan sing Lucy

is & ¥ighty Generous Lady, which ever you'd rather,”
Nervous moments oame over her wmouth and strained at her eyes and

her throst s but she took @ deep breath, smught her breath twioce ana
begm in & shy volees » « « She sang: ,

"Lord Lovel he stood by his aastle wall
A=gomben his milk white steed;

Down oame the Lady Nancy Helle

Awyighen her lover good speed

A=wishen her lover pgood speed.“m

LN N B B BN 2 O T R T TR R R R R D L RN B

17 Ibidy, ppe 083,
18 Ividy, pe 69
19 Ibdde, ps 2086,
% Ibide, ppe 1245,
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Tiw YaWeal held a ornt
o prttres | 14 & mug of oustard over T1i Prather's head, ariiiing
"7 paphbige you in the newe of the ¥ ' '
, a ‘ ] Father, HSon, end Woly Ohost."
*’;{éﬁszzé T ﬂ:*mm&y been bapsoused, acmamd,'x aa;?.“ oLy fhonte
. ﬂ%mm mm on you wag pulled up outem the water. Yoo 1enied 1lke
Cwpehed your eins wwmy, didn't you plie
‘ ! 1dn o B rhe sroek wan moldled all
mmmm daye 1 wont by sud 1 es what wap Tt bask 1n Tover [reek.”
Preagher sald baptigen wouldn't do we eler bit of goole Onid
they'd have to tele @ sorub brush,"El )

*Then 1 wne & gal they waa six horses tied to Puppy's Pones end ome
of them was Sol Bommon'te 7o 1ivew ore in Yelsou now and leok, he owne
) ﬁ’%m@ farm. Fls wife gots ten dosen wgge & day, they say. fol © .

Popoy and sbove thet, one wen 1o good we snother, nnd ghout el slike,
40 gele ouly knowed,”

St land sekest I must heve Jo0s 7 never see Sel whem Joo im by.”
T oaln't never been sorry 1 took Dan, thoughs 1 mever soe the day
14 s wnybody elov.”

#rear Lute 0'Ehay talkl®

wrhen they say toomd 800 the brlde,! T alwmys o6y, 194 pether 00
hor 4n ten years, 1'1l walt my tiwe," I may.

Yy, Lesth 61l gone, Deok orookeds” &8

niey were yousg Like horsolfs The speaker would roek heroelf slowly
ar she epoke, ape sking onrelonslys often sniling in & shadoued @y
trige 48 b grest hend vo meke,” the firet seld, wend o groat hand to
v on mee A now winker aloal ho said for me to goks”
#phe laughed,” one paid, “laughed right out at wy old ahoo:
paid, "land sake, 1rie, whore's the mouey 1 1lald out for your
rhon Ellen spoke, murmuring 14ko the rest, She had never =l
long & spesch before. W iagper, ho seld, 'Ellen, why dontt you got yours
gell o now AP0, B worgtod one, blue maybe? vove's the momey,® |
podd, Theve on the gholft o o s o'lo use o pbint and hoard Wpe Al buy
ks yﬁ"m 4o brim 1% withy wivet wybﬁ,’ he Wyﬁwﬁ

uy peard it sald one &iwe that ell the sters hove pamess souldntd it
be & thing to do NV, o wall out of & night end %o 987, hhorata thia

o snd there's thet,” a~anllon by neme "

sygu oould leayn that top in bools, 1tte 8slds 1 got a heap of books
$o rend and peter 6 one pave 1 vesd yob bub fo o meybe thros. Tou
novey osould vosd a1l the boates in the world, 1 peokon, 1¢ you rond 1]

“your daye until you're 014,"

2% qpide, pe 119
B2 1nids, pe 1474

2% uide, pe B850



81

%1 don't sim to get old, I wouldntt, Grow up is all I aim.®
- "But the wimdom of the world is the dearest thing in 1ife, learnw
on is, and it's my wish to get a hold on to some of thatethere » + »
It means as much ae all the bulance of 1ife, seems llke, Dooks is
what 'J‘Zamnh In books, it's said, you'd £ind the wisdom of all the
LY TT

Summary

The Time of Man represents the soulwery of the "poor whites" of

Kentuoky and ‘I’oz'moaaea. The endless, pitiful groping of these people for
gomething better is pathetioally presented in thie books Their ignorsnce
is 80 great that they cannot find the adequate words with which te express
or deseribe the things which they desire, They are deprived of 'any‘&hing
more then an osomsional glimpse of 1life on & higher level, thus thelr
wighes are nebulous, half-formed yearnings for they lmow not what,

Miss Roberts makes olear their economic status and thelr soolal
osbraoiam, She stresses again and sgin their feeling of futilitys Thelr
almost universal bellief in predestination adds to their sense of futility
and oauvees them to cease to sbruggle. Some of their revolting orudities
are & natural result of the physical sonditions in which they live,

Charles R« Walker says that The Time of Man presents the tenant

farmerts devotion to and dependenas on the solly that, ascording to Mise

Robert's treatment, the "poor whites" of the South are as truly the etarnal

possant am mre those of Spein and 8iberia,>"

# 1bid., p. 361.

28 .
Charles Rs Walker, "The Autusm Wovel Harvest," Independent,
117,686, November, 1926, ’
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The authors of thaae two novels aattainly atrip the glamour from
the South, Their material way be aonsidered romantic, but at lomst ’tshoy
have 'hrewbad it with sbark roalisnu Thay show the high place that agrari-
anism has in the minds of ’che "aorub settlers" and their fear of what they
term the "new Pangled" idems of labor end industry, From the standpoint
of theme people, the South is very decldedly an unprogressive sestion,

| Politios and yeligion are almost completely ignored by these two

writers; education is mentioned, but not too favorably, for it is present-
ed as it is viewsd by the "poor whites," They are as doubtful of the value
of eduontion as they are of the new industrial methods~-to them too much
larnin' is a dangerous things

The recognition of these people to the extent that novels are
written exolusively sbout them ié a new note in Southern fiotion, for
forwerly they wers scaroely consldered worthy of mention.

The following two novels, Scarlet Siatmﬁ Yary end Mamba's Da__ghﬁara.

which sompose the last half of this chapter, give a fine ingight into the
mind and hesrt of ﬁhé blaok race. As it has been explained previously, these

books, bessuse of thelr integral nature, are classified acoording to. subject

matter,
Biographlosl Sketoh of Julim Peterkin

Julie Peterkin was born in South Carolins in 1880. Left motherless
when bub & emsll ohild, she was resred by a Negro mammy, She was gradusted
from Converse College in Spartanburg, North Carolina, In 19035 she married
Willism George Peterkin, s cotton planter, For over thirty years she hes
boen the mistresa of Lang Syne Plantabion near Fort Mott, South Carolina,
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Hundreds of Negroes are employed on the plantation. MNrss Peterkin has been
Judge, jury, dootor, and family adviaer to them, She likes Negroes and
understands them. The aimpliéity of thelr minde endpars them to her ’ but
she does not beoems too sentimental ebout thems It e interesting to lnow
thet Mrse Peterkin was not eduoated for a writer; she hed never written

mything until she was over forty yeurrs of ugmzs

Soarlet Sister Mary

The Qﬁ@ﬂzérn at Blue ‘Ero’okk Plantation somewhare in‘South Cerolina

iz the lndatian of thie Mzofy. 411 of the characters are Negroess Wary,

‘AN ﬁrpm, has hutmc reared ‘ay ¥aum Farnsh and Budde Bén,’ her orippled .éon.

At fifteen yedr& bi“nge ¥ary is married %o Jul&; :l wild young buek, who
deserts her whon'theirr son s only a few months olde She suffers acutely

for a long time nf‘te-r Ju].:f lesves, Later shﬁbaomiaa 9sllous and debased " .
because of the shook, and she prooeeds to earn for herself the appellation
of Scarlet Sister Marys | | '

Yery has great affestion for her large brood of iilegltimate children,
snd seems to feel that they are worth the price she had paid, for she is
oconaldered very low by ali the other Hegroes of the Quurters. The oshurah,
of opurse, ossts her out; snd she ig ostraoized from all the aeé:l.al affairs
of her people

After twenty years, July returns and wishes to have lary support him,

buk she refuses to have him about, Mary calls her son by July her only heart

28 1iving Authors, Dilly Tante, editor (Mew York: The Ils W, Wilson
Company, 1 Y PP» O50=0
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ahild, and w}mm he aﬁ.a;\ she is alwopt orushed by her sorrow, Vith hey

grm-b maternal instlnet uhﬁ;‘bakea hig ohnd, L&t;bla Emoon, to rear.

This deé:bﬁ und thé ‘f‘aét‘ that one of hm" n.nmsarou‘a Brbad ls efippled
mke Mary feel that she le being punished for her Qins. However, proud of
her family, h@frv gabd health and loolks, Mary loéies forward buoyently to
li,fe; She plans bo repent ami essept religion :jwt‘ before her time comes
to dies life in the mbanﬂm is too joywus to be hampered by the restiio-
tions of roligmng Finally grieved by her son's death nnﬁ the Imowledge
that her daughter ia following her exsmple, she soeks God and after mmny

days of seeking finds pence,

Cltetions from Soarlet Sister Mary

"Shut you mout,’ gal, befo Gawd strikes you dead wid a lie on you
bongues You might eould fool some people, but you ssn! fool mel Neither
Gawde Oeawd's oyss stays on you, all de time, day an' nights Ae-seelint
all you do some like det lookintegloss on do wall sees dis room, Evy
time you have sin, a big whibte angel up in Heaven writes 1%t down in &
book &« » » » Ot de day o Julgment, dat sawe angeltll atand up ‘an read
am out for de whole world to hears De livin' and de dead'll Inow « » + «
I£ you don't repent, yunnuhtll go to torment when you die too."87

Mary was hesvy, but many tesks to bo done kept her days filled from
morning wntil night, A wommn who is about to bear s ohild has & strange-
1y good hand for plenting seed; something magie in her touoh makes the -
seed sprout quickly and grow fast and meture in half the regular time,
Eyerybody in the Quart%s who planted a winter vegetable garden wanted
Hayy to drop the seed, ' '

87 Julte Peterkin, Sourlet Slster Wary (1ndianapoliss The Bobboe
Merrill Company, 1928}, ppe S6w7e

28 Ibiﬂuﬂ Pe 84
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Mary wanted to say weny things but she remesbered sunm Aannah?
‘*pmining: whap the thunder rolls, people muat alt dowm ;@:i% ms ’
:ﬁ;&nawhue TUp~Yonder, the Great I Am, the Maker of all thlage,

Ba ' C o : ‘

71 went & oharm for July, Daddy Cud Julyt grrals”
paddy looksd grave, ¥s y Cudjos, July's got a side-zale
How long you been meryied, honey?
"ie and him ain' been married a year yot"
miho is d6 sidewgal, dsughter?”

R L B N T L L T I D A P
"1d 1ike to kill Cinder, paddye~kill om dead, If yowll gl me a
~ plzen 1111 feed it to em £ill e is stone dead.”

s & « a"Ho, honey, you Wronge Pigon ain't to be trusbeds Somatings
it works backwards as well as forwards, you might be de one %o dends
uatint ain't good, nelther » a s o Tt's better to go easy with psonjure.
You must stop fretten en' belng goareds Eeep full o vietumls, ik
your mouth goile, leugh an! be merry if you oans Dom! never lot peeploe
360 you downhesarted, or swhangin' you hoad, aut! lookin' sorrouful, Dat
ain't do wey. MNos Mens don! orave & gorrowlul, sad-lookin! 'oman.
Den! ggvar Yot s man feel sorry for you 1f you went ‘em to stiok to

W

TOus"

tpey is two diffunt ¥inds o love, 81 May-e, twoj aye~love sut heart-
loves Eye~love is triokys B will Paol you » « ¥ ¢ DO reman 1ook good
to de manj de men look good to de 'omals pen dey gone en! married to=
gedders Bub soon, all two'll wish to cawd dey ain' never 860 Omo
anauder,”

npesrt~love is aiffunts piffunt from eye-love A8 day le from nighte
gomstimes joy walk long wid em, but e go smoh wid sorrovs mﬂzdm
and sorrow is one mudderts ohillen, When you meets wid heart-love,
peace’ll leave youe But heart-love is bmvgi £ kin pure amile in do
faoe o deat,' honeys ¥ pure shumes deat’ "

Yo 4 you heed, gal an? quit a=draggin® you faots Yo 'a
aa.kng:ago;euyg:M anz gm{: your halr ploe ent put on 8 olesn dresd m'.
apron, - Yesterday's sun 1 pet, i May-e. Last year's puln i dry. It's
petter to let old sorrows gleep an' tink on what's a-pomin' Wﬂﬁ.
Plenty o to~morrows iz ahead o Yous le’ﬂ o £00d LowHOYTONE 00,
youtll 1igten at whet I'm a~tellint yous"

29 Thides Pe 874
80 Thidey P 128,
B 1pidy, pe 161
82 Thides Pe 166,
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Some people onlled the oreatures bollwweevils, otheras call them
boll-evils, some people thought God made them to twn the thought of
pecple te him, othere thought Saten had sent themy but ne matber who
was right, the wicked things destroyed every lock of cotton year after
yoar and‘m.m or sharm or conjure oould rule them,

The white landowners sent poison machines to scatter dust over the
fields. Night after night the strange things droned and whined spread=
ing their poison olouds, but the rain slweys came and washed the flelds
olesn and freeh again, It must have been that the weevils oould eab
poison and thrive, The. stuff that was meant Yo kill them seemed ’ga make
them grow fatter and stronger then ever. Cotton's time was put R

People were trylng to chsnge the world, letting new weys oreep in
every days Exoept for thut newfangled hay-press, Keepsie would have his
two good lega todays . : :
ﬁ&‘!lﬂ@t"ﬂg!ﬁﬁlﬁ’i;lilt‘-’!9"906'#0!’##0!&«#!

Keopsie was a brave~hearted boy. He could have died, but he strove
to 1ive and mow he wee @ms well ag ever, He oould play around as apry
ag sny of the other ohildren, hopping 1ike a sparrow, doing almost sny-
thing thet the others oould do until he deolded to go to that free
schools . N o

Mary didn't want him to go. B8he had never learnsd to reads There
were no printed words in the Quarters sxcept in Brer Deet's Bible and
on the mewspspers pasted on the house walls to binder the wind from
gushing too fast through the oracks, The same white pecple who made
thet hay-press made newspapars and books. Suoh things were dengerous.
Keepsie ought not to Eampw with them, Who oould tell what book read-
ing might do to h&mﬁ '

White people are ourious things. They pase lews no mebter how fool
the laws are, and put peopls in jadl if those laws are not kopts Pecple
had aome inbo the world over the same old road ever since Eve birthed
gein and Abel, apd now mid-wife had to tearn how to birth ohildren & new
weys 1t was enough to upsset the whole world,

White people try to be too smart, If they keap on a~pegeing in God's
business snd trylng to chenge things from the way Ho mesnt thom to be,
the first thing they know, He would get oross and Judgment Day end wipe
the whole world oleen of them o « » o They ought to be careful of their
1ews end projects, The old way to birth ohildren has its %&Wha, but
1t is plenty good evioughs They had betbor leave it slone,

35 1bide, pe 188,
3 1bid,, ppe 1966,
8% 1bid,, pps 20910,
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~_For to save Mary's 1ife sho oould not keep her mind fixed on the Joys
of heaven, but sought her plessures right here in this world, where
pleasures are in such easy reach, She belleved in 0od, end Satan snd
Heaven and Hell's fires, but the rules of Hemven's Gate Churoh rede the
Christisn 1ife very difficult for e young, strong, healthy WOmBN ¢

"I lmow yunnuh talks about me behind my back, but I den' mind,
Talk 81l you want tos I ain' no menber o de shurch, I been baptized
an' T been a member four diffrunt times in my life. A member, de same
#8 you, When I git old an' tired geein! pleasure, I'm gwine to seek
an? pray en' be a member agoina®7

"Look at me, gels You think I don' know what ails you? I dos Tou
aint frettin' oause you done wrong. Nos You's fretten causs ome o dem
 bown wens tricked you mnt dropped you. You is a fools As muoh mens as
gawd put in his world, any 'oman what would shed s tear over one man
ain' got good sense, You make me pure ghame, Shame, e an' de ohillen
an! Budda Ben all has been pinchint' an' savin! an! doint on halfwrations
so0 you oould stay to sohool yonder until you got a depluma, Gawd knows
what n deplums is, but I know I rather have dat 111 galechild yonder
den sll do deplumss in de world, 38

.. There they were, ten stripes red 1like blood across the width of
white eloths ,

"pem sosrlet sbripes is Jedus" bloods Every sin you had laid a open
out on Jedus! baolk,"

Mary ocunted them sgain, Ten soarlet stripes wers there.

"you had nine ohillen, enty, 81 Maywot”

ghe hed.

"A11 wag born in sin, enty?"

ghe bowed her head low, But she had only had nine children s+ s « »

“geraphine hed e sin ohild, 81 Moy=oe"

ngawd holds you responsible for gersphinets sin. You set de pattern
» » « s You is to blame,

Mary knew thet Unex spoke the truth,

"iha! you gwine to do, 51 Hay=ot"

3he lay speeshless.

"prayin' is all de hope you got 8o pray without uasatﬂm untll dem
stripes vome oleen and you soul gets white as mow,"

38 thide, ps 219
37 ypide, pe 262,
38 1pid., pe 2864

39 Jyide, ppe 3866,
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Thenk God, slthough her whole body was shaking like e leaf, and
her wolse was so hosrse she could hardly talk, she sould smile and
look him in the eyes and tell him that she had been lost but naw ghe
was founds Yes, thenk Ood, she was fousd Her aine weore gone. S8he
ned seen her soul sbtriped with pure soarlet, but God had taken plty
on her snd mede it olesn, She saw 1t with her own eyess MNow her soul
wes as white as snow, Jesus had washed it whiter than anow,

&QI#Oii‘vi&ﬂléﬁlbﬁ-ltwﬁﬁttll‘!u|!ltlnnt

014 Deddy Gudjoe came last, after nost the others had gone end only
Andrew wailted oubside to see Mery home, He took Mary's hend and shook
1%, then he out his eyes all around to be certain ¥aum Henmah oould not
hear him whan he whispereds _

"If you gwine to quit wid mens now, 84 Yay-e, do gl we you comjure
rage Bte de best charm I ever made," S

Mary looked straight into his ayes and smiled as she shook her head.

#1111 lend em to you when you need ‘em Daddy, but 46 aouldn't gl way
my lovewsharm Bte ell I got now to keep me youngs"®

Summary

ig book presents the uprogressive spirit whioch still merks the
Hegro f’lald wérl;i:am. They are mush more pemoved from the white influence than
are those amplayﬁd ae houss servents, Muoh of their queer reasoning end
ideas of aoﬁduqt ia 4t stasteful, but is no doubt a true result of thelr herit-
agss | . |

nelief in signs, omens, and o1l aspects of conjuring is deeply in=
gmi.iwd in thelir thinking. God, to them, ls olose; and there 1s no disrespect
In their oruls mammer of pddressing Him,

The Mn yalue of this book is the presentation of the Hegroes 68 resl
~ people and not Jjust maohaniosl puppets. this book justifies the sesvmpbion
that they i‘oair, think, end suffor just ae white people doa

0 1pid,, ppe S41-5e
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Blogrephioal Sketoh of Du Bose Heyward

Du Bose Hémrd wéa born in Charleston, South Caroline in 1886s He
is the son of an aristooratic family end smong his forebears there is a
gigner of ‘hhqsnsélqmtioﬁ of :Ivn&apendeme., Early in ;Heymard'a iii‘o his -
fMly g sﬁddanud by the loes of his father, and was “alno affeoted by
ﬁn&mial loase Mamy timéa he worked until exhsusted in trylng to con=
tribute to ﬁhé .aﬁpp'ort of bls familys These times were followed by periods
when he wes m‘;&lé\ aniy to read and study.

At tho agé of twenty he worked at the wharves in Charleston es &
chacker in & aéi‘stm warehouse. He cbserved olosely, and learned to mdnsz
ut:'md’th?a Nemraeé. After a nervous breakdown at about the age of thirty, he
wont to tha Forth carolim Hountains to recuperate, He oontinuad there to
study the Negro pocpla. During the World War he did urgmia&ng work among

tb,e solored pwple of *th: section of Horth Carolina, Memba'ts Deughters

end others of hia novels are aonsidersd 4o be smong the first nevels to he

written about the American Nagro whﬂ.ah are true to both 1ife and nu"i:»4£

| Yambsts Daughters

The awbing for this story ig Ch#rleatan, south Carolins, a few years
after the beginning of the twentloth century. Nembe 1z & Hegre belonging to
the group known as the "wharf nﬂ.g@ora."‘ They are treated ns sooial outonats

by the Negroes Who are employed as servantd jn the homes of white people.

41 Livi ' Authors , Dilly Tente, sditor (New Yorks The He Wa ¥ileon
Company, 1 y TPy LIB=1680+s
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Mamba ha wndng des: ;
8 8 oconsuming desire to better her condition and she plans her
6 ign ¢t ‘ : |
smpaign to get har”’aoma white folks." She slyly ingratiates herself
with W :
th the Wentworths, an meawriahad, but very genteel femily. 9he doss

much ‘ ‘
for them over period of years, although they are unable 4o pay hers

Then she executes her coup dtetat, asking for letters of recvmmens stion w0
that she wmey get placed in a paying Jobs

The Wentworths, coming from a long line of slave-holding people,
understand Mamba snd edmire hor 88 &n individusl, They asoede to her plen,
ang she ﬁ.splaced with the Atkinsons, thelr nelghbors, who have roaently

whe Lalla

gome from the Worths m‘a. Atkinson hes sooial designsy when
her she cane to them beosuse her family was onoe ovmed by the Atkinnons of
the Carolinas, the bergain is most heppily oloseds

yanbs's ambition i not purely selfish; it Lo to provide the proper

edusation for Lisse, her granddaughter, whom she wishes to get inte the ellte

milatto sosiety of cherlestons HBger, Lisaa's mother, & hugd, brasmy WOEADn
with week jntellect, but with the gtrength of & man, works in the phosphate

mines to help provide for 1isse's musioal tralning.

1isse beoomes irked by the reatrioted 1ife Vamba foroes her to lead;

she begins to g0 about with a Past orowds pringe, & hi-yaller guaibler,

begomes interested in her and takes ner ona night to his cabin pear the

phosphate minoss Mambe and Ragar learn of her wherssboubs and go for hets

Meamba tekes her awey while Hager romeins to mebs out the preper punisk

che does too thorough & 100 ond reslizes she must £109, for gho ls 8 murcd

e8ds
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Hogar, finding that she cannot ssorpe, oommiie suloide, lemving a
note whigh &hmld@ ber daughters Nambe sends Lisss to New York to come
tinve her study of qma?im Llsea mekes good on the New York stage mnd
Hawbe with her great anbition fulfilled ia blissfully contented,

" Oitstions from Nambe's Daughters

Fortunes had waned in the little brick house, Polly vms appromohe
ing the time when she sould graduate from hey sohools She could neme
the Tnglish kings forwsrd and backwerd, speak French, spell perfectly,
and do sume in elementary arithmetic. So much for what might have been
olassed as commercial assets with which to meet the exmotions of the
Twantleth Century. But from the gentle and charming old ledlea she had
abgorbed the old Southern gentlewomsn tradition that had lingered on in
the disintegrating old school like vose leaves in a jar.d?

The old town looked with indulgent eyes upon youth in its wildeonts
stages Thet was something rooted in the traditions of their people,
undergtoods Good blood could be esounted upen to win through in that
reckless period, Pathers and wneles would exchange sly winks that conw
doned the indiseretions of today, whﬁe they lmplied & vanished but far
more edventurous youth of their own, B

Pah gots tuh get uvh pay job now, Yiss Wentworths &h gots tvh get
money fuh somet'ing prticilars An' ah gots tuh f£in' ub white boss whut
kin look attuh my ohillen when dey meets day trouble, Yo! en' Mawms
here, yo! knows ah ain't e real house~ralse' nigger, but dese new white
folkas whut osomint tuh Ches'n now, doy ain't kmows de different, an' dey
is want ole~time house-raiss' nigger whut use! tuh btlong tuh de* quality,
Al is axin' yuh now tuh gib me letter an! sny ah is ralset wid yo!
fanbly."4¢

Unfortunstely there were only certein oooupaticns that a gentlemen
sould Pfollow in Charleston without esorifice of family dignity, and if
one wers handiospped by the lack of professionsl training these were
redused to a minimum., One sould work in a bank, or cne of the bond and

42 pu pose Heyward, Yamba's Deughters (Wew York: the Literary Guild,

4% 1ed,, pa 17
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real estete offices on Broad Streot.. One covld bhecome & cotton ex-
pert, or even & broker in the wholesale distrist along East Bay,.
Strange to say, in spite of the wnholy stench and overalls, one could
ook employment in the great fertilizer factories beyond the oity
limits. Bubt a gentleman seeking a livelihood in the early nineteen
hundreds could not engage in any branch of the retsll busingss with-
out imposing upon his humilisted fumily the hurdon of inoesaent
explamtiam

He turned on his heel end stepped briskly awany, but hisg halfe
golved problem wes not to be ountdisbansedsy it was with him again,
insinueting itself bebtween his mind end the imege of yesterday's gquo=
tation board, Individuvalse=~humsn beings--that'as the answer porhaps.
Cantt 11Pt the masesss No use to try, 1t's too wvast, Cen't got hold
of the edges of it, and if one did would probably drop and smash to
pleves, But whon you know of one who ls ostehing hell, got to he
devsent, xgwm And lesve the reoe problem to God r—md the grmh-granﬂ-

shildren.

She Wall lmmr that there was no halfway ground in the sooclety of
the old town, Membership in the 8t Cecllia Society and attendance
at its bells was the one orlterion. Vor a hundred and fifty years the
wangging board of the organizetion had gathered snnually, sipped their
port, champagne, or 8cotoh, with the changing fasghion, end decided
whether exty of the "new people" in town were eliglble for resognition
by their hereditery aristooramcy, Within that chermed eirels one
helonged, one was a member of the femily. Outside of the fatal line,
one was always more oy leze o sbranger stopping temporarily in the

odty#4?

Vith inoredidle swifiness the supper warch was followed by the usual
ritusl of the midnight mpmtu-oyst@rs, then bolled rice; duck, boned
turkey, Champagne, » « « » Dosserte-wand the moment came when, aceord-
ing to the old oustom, the men left their own partners ko oircle smong
the tables, drinking heslth to old sweetheerts, débubantes, viaiting
girls,.

After supper--danoes--one that impinged upon his conaclousnesawwthe
sizteenthy Out over the polished Ffloor flowed the straina of "Aud
Wiedargehn," weaving their old, sentimentel spell ebout the fest of the
oallous new generation, deluging them with their flood of awanm’uioxxmm

45 1hids, po 4B
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"Phosphates," she wondered, “"suggests aomthing to do with soda
water to my uninitiated mind, but I don't suppose @antlemn hag
anything to do with godan fontaing,?

*o," he sald, too precooupied with the thresd~bare ﬁmapﬂan to
smile "I have the manegement of the Phosphate Mining Compsny's
Conmnd gmary.

She gave him her wide gape. YThat sounds important.. I am duly
lmpressod.” . ‘ \ :

Under her look his own oyes began 'tm wevers. Suddenly he blurted’
ouks "o, that's all rote. It lantt importants In plaln English I
asyve & gang of phosphate negroos all the wesk,. then en Sundey I wash.
up, come to town, sit :m the family pew,. and play the gentlefmanq"w

"'B'%amngn tangle,. “bhia negro business,  Had a talk with a mighbw
of yours about 1t yesberday. Atkinson=efine ohap-w-open minded, He'ts
been thinking » lot about it and had sized it up pretty well.. He maild’
that the Yenkees were all for the negro race, snd hated him as an
individual, but that in the South. we love the individual mnegro, while
we hate, or at least fear, them es & race, I told him that if he hed
bsen Seuth during reconstruotion and had seen them meking laws for us
in Coluuble, betd know mighty well why, as & rese, we have to ho];d
them under, 50

In towm, both numbers and power rested seauraly with the white, and
80 he oould afford to appear in court for s negro, could educate him,
glve him a ohance In buslnvess, indulge his own benign peternalism. .
Out in the agrieoultural reglon, stayling on upm the seme soil that had
enslaved their grandfathers, they were held to the old aede of behavior
by & tradition of aervitude, reinforsed in meny csses by an aoctual
affeotion Yo thelr landleords. There they were safes Only hore in the
industrisl belt, thronged as It was by the ragetag and bob=tall of the
race, ten, twenty, a hundred of them %o wu single white, the grip could
not bo allowed to slackens Thite supremacy mush Temain abaolut&-m

"You mee, my dear," she sald, "what our race is aaaomplimhing
artistically~-when we have Burleigh, a poet like Paul lawrense Dunbar,
and in p&ighiﬁg, Taxmer, to speak for ua, we heve somat}zing to be proud
of » ¢ »

Then & mwan said, "Everybody know nigger kill hamalf.r"
"Why dat 187" Hagar persisted in her strangely lmpersonsl oatechimm,

49 Ibids, pps L4lw2.
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"Cause nigger ain't worry herself dat much," came the enswer,

"Tain't always goin' be like dat,” she said in a slow muging :
voloe, as though she were thinking slouds, "Time oomin' when nigger
goint worry jest like white folks, an' den Gawd goin' show tem what
to do when de trouble get too deep fer he to wade +'rough,"5s

"I have learned mince that the battle is on here--not in the South.
Not thet we reseive more kindness here. There is & certain kind of
oruelty that we meet in New York that is not known in South Carolina,
We have been taught to expect things hers, and then when we come we
find these things denied ua,"%

"Whet musdai” he thoughts "Primitivel--Sophisticatedim-leithopes
boths Savage, tender, recklese. Something saved whole from e ruse's
beginnings and reised te the nth degree by the Twentieth Century
maglo 4 » o » Lissal What a voloew-powere~beauty--everything, and that
heart-breaking pure negro quality--Hagarw-Mawba. Rotten time of it,
like as not, for all the laughter and singing-~olimbing out of the
mudeemplcing & gallant fight of 1t » & « others too, back at homows
different kinds with different serts of trouble., That Banker Broaden,
for ingbansesmgood aitizen » « &« What would he think if I addressed
him ag wister? + « » What would my white friends think? Thatts easy:
¥Turm thelr heads,' *Black lensce.' Absurd, looking at it from a
digtanoe « &« » 'Good morning, Mister Broaden,' saying it like thatew
meaning 4% 4 + & Why not? . « « Little enough, God knowsi o 4 o"50

Spmmary

In jabe's Deughters Du Bose Heyward has given s fine and thoughtful

interprotation of the Negro. The reader feels thet he auffers with the Negro
and that he would gladly find an answer to their pro‘nléma if he only were
ables He pays a fine tribute to the Negro rece by endowing Mamba with great

ambitlion and stendfastness of purpose. However, he acknowledges the

53 Ibide, pe 263,
% 1pid., pe 299,
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suprenacy of the white rioce in that Membe wam foroed to find her “asome
white folkg“ before she sould plan her émpaign for Lisss, Nis ples gsoems
te be for the white people to help ami wderstend the Hegro as an
mdivmual, and gmﬁually the blaok race will GOme up.

- This book ghraa ) gooﬂ pioture of ’che exao*bing soolal gtandards of
the Southy yet Lt shows some of the new wanomio stendards, and & breaking
away fmm thé o0ld hide~bound sonventions of the Southern aristeorasy.

Julim Paﬁerkin 1a Soarlet Siatar Yary clmrly resogaizes the Few

Bﬂu‘hh by wriﬂng & book with all Hegro aharactam. Hor contribution %o
thia ﬁmdy is a. kindly end mdera‘banding delimation of the Negm people,
which almuld .1} aeaor&ad them, irrespsotive of their previous place in the
old Suu‘bhem régimm . o

Mawba s nghtora is primerily s study of the Wegros The black

ehm@-ham are in the foreground, and the white people are merely baoks
ground, whioh seems quite an unusuel srrevgement in Southern fietlons Du
hase Heyward calls the people of the New South the "oellous genoration,”
which expression clearly defines the fast that thoy are 1§.aking in gentiment

toward the old stendards snd traditions of the pasts



CHAFIER VIIL

PINDINGS AND CONCLUSIORS

A brief smry of each novel has been made and a general statement

of oomslusion for esoh chapter; now the time hes come when the writer feela

Justified in drewing oertsin conoluslons for this entires study. This rew

search has been mede in sn sttempt to find in the flotion of the South die-

onasions

of the sosisl foroes whieh have osused the transition from the 0ld

Traditional smth td the New South. The general summary will be given wnder

the following heads:

1

20

3,

44

By

84

Genoral types of oharaoters s they appear umique or indicative
of the South.

Raoiel feelings,s

Place of the "pbor whites."

The mention of old families and hablts whioh show the retention
of old bra,ditionﬁ

Allusion to edusation, polities, and religion, if they illustrate

gpecial trends.

Agrarianism versus indugtrialism.

Types of Gharsoters

This study revesls the faot that the Southern wrlter asem wable to

produce & story without building it about & unigue pPOrsONAge puch &g &

gountry squire, s lawyer, or & panker who holds muoh land. Thia is true 80
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commenly thet such & dype hee come to be sasoolated with the South. [e ls
ushelly portrsyed as possessing en srrogent dowineting dimpesitions one

Who atends well in his own setimebion, and who has an sir of comdescension

toward othorse In this fiotitious ohermcter there is usually eoumbined harde
hoadiod business teotios with the courtly graces of a gentleman e:af the old
sohools Bven in the later novels, when the suthors wish ¢o present a moTe
modern point of ﬂw, they seem unable to fovego the portrayel of such a
charagtors The writars, for the mest part, weke the reader awwimw of
the ohanged condltions by vontrasting thess pacple who represent the 0ld
South with the people of the Hew South,

Aosordlng Yo the early fietion writers, a1l the women must be young ,
bosuubiful, and highwepirited; unlioss they come in thie celegery they aré
unworthy 0f mentiens Until the time of Ellem Glasgow, with heyr middleclass
womenr: oharsotera, the only excepbions were women posseased »f a solntilleting
or saugblo wite The place of women is alweys a good standard By whioh to
Judge a gounbry or o seotlon thoreols The time ceme when the Southera
writers cessed to glorify their wowen %o the sxtent o whioh 4G wes dene
during the Theme Yelson Page régime in fiotions It can then he wmuﬁd.
g o sonplusion, in this one partiouler st least, that the 01ld Traditioml
South hae paseeds

Sonreely any novel san be found without a pertioulsr Negro charaster,
eithey wan or womn, vho is failthful, dependent, end intelilpent. Reveral
of the novelists, whose books have been used in this study, drew thelr
ploture of the late rascial preblems by sontrasting the sotilone of much a
ohavactor with the sotions of Yhe freed Wegro of the later penmevetions,
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Reolal Feelings

Concerning the feelings between the white end black races, it seens
possible to tmé sone definite stopes In the early days the attitude of
the white man toward his slaves was ohiefly paternslistic, and the bleok
people were -brﬁl,v daim'ndant oo him in &1l ways. This wes true from the
begiming of the 1nsi§i‘bu£io:i of slavery in the South almost untll the time
of the Civil Wars Muny of the Negroes were then in defismne of the white
nem ot times only at the instigation of the "Carpet Bag" leaders,  After
the Pirst tafri'ble'ymrs of the early Resonstruction period, there came
gradually to be less tengion between the two races. Agaording to Ellen Glas-
gow's mtarpratatiéﬁ of the late Resonstruotion days, sowe of the Yegroes
who had beoons ssonomically independent wers looked upon with more favor
by thé white popﬁlaﬁ&oﬁ then was acoorded the "poor whites.”

'yt is interesting to mote that the Negroes of the 0ld South were always
proud of their "white folke," For meny years after the civil ver the betber
Negrows disliked the new people who oame to sapitalize on the South's defeat,
The black pdaple were guick to distinguish between real and assumed qualiby.

Tt ocan be definitely gtated that each author gtrossed the fast that
there must alweys be white gupremaoys Du Bose Heywsrd endows his Wegro

oharasters with very fine qualities, and he pointe to the outstanding mehieve~

ments of many of thelr race, He enoouragas kindly trestment of both the

gifted end the under=privileged Negro 88 individuale, but he glaboratos PR

the faot that in the wass they must be gubservient to the white people. The

plage the Hegroes are given in the #iotion of the South aolmowledged thelr



. 109
new atandingy The writer feels safe in coneluding thet the fiotlon oone

sulted deoidedly reflects raeial changes.
The Place of the "Poor Whites"

With ehg exception of the two books, The Prophet of the freat Smoky

- Mountaling, and The Time of Men, whioh ere solely concerning the "poor whibtes,™

very goant mention hes been given to them, In 1ife and in flotion they are
& claosg aga.r"bf fheme people have s great hatred for the Heprees, for they
feol that the Negross have deprived them of thelr birthright of a 11ving
wages Acoording to the literacy tests and etatements aqmerﬁingg the educam
tionsl progress in *bhe-baowbh, the fistion iay ‘Elizaﬁath Madox Roberts re=
@amiﬁg these peqpla is true in many respects. They @ra roserved and diqtmt
whaen, thrawn‘ in contact with moneyed people, and prefer to live aparts

A sanse of fubility is the grestest curse of the “pe;ar whﬂﬁes'," end
yet a most natural one, too, consldering their menner ai“living, which has
ohanged so little over o pm;iod of many years, They are noted for their
restrained emotlons; yet beneath their woouth exterior, weny of them suffer |
with great hunger for both spiritusl and materisl thingseean lnerticulate N
mbulcua araving for something betler,

matory resords very little pmgra‘aa for them considering the great
strides toward progress taken by the otber people of the United Btatos. |
It seems amezing, with the mechanised farm squipment used in other sestions
of our oountry, that they oan still be working with ﬁhe orudest of maohinery,
Southern writers heve been indifferont and slow to aslmowledge the piae;'e of
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the “sorub settlers." These people are a blot opn Southern progress and,
no doubt, many of the writers, out of layalty. to their owm, hesltete to
bring them befors the reading publio, |
Tha Mention of oz.a Femilies and Habits Whioh Show
- the Retention of 014 'rmditmna

!t’hroughnut ths nm\mlm uaed in thia study, thara has boen frequen*b
mention of old f'miliea, thelr hahita and tmditiona. Perhapa some |
definite peints should be manﬁioned at thisg time, The a.uthors alluda to
fox hwmbing, feasting, drinking, and dancing; ‘the graat desire for guoste
snd the meny eaur{:eaies yahwn thems the mham‘ love of ﬁm Beutheam people
for finonmaoded‘hoﬁm snd racing. Among the old ougtome i@ the hablt of
retaining old types of ardhiteoturo end artioles of aﬁnﬂmm‘bﬂ‘ wluey
Less tangibla, but none the less 1mport».nt s &re the baliara in the ds.vina
right ei’ alawry, a lewa f'ur dignified leimra, and the praeﬁim of the
aaurtly Ereces,

It 18 an ﬂ.nterea'cing faot that in the novela which hwm been mtten :
in this century, there has not been an apprecisble desline in the fregquency
of these allusions. All of the wﬂ.tem whose novels have ‘an ﬁaéd in this
study are Southern born; thus this néntimexrbal outlook for that seotlon of
the country seems netural, FPerhaps the provineisl outlosk, whish charsoters

ires the South, iz another preason for thils faat,
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-~ Allusions to Rduwocatlon, Politios and Religion

Thig aum;v has i'evéalad te the writﬁ that the muthors of this
-hm&tion refer more i-uquontly 'ﬁc politios and economice influences t’han
they do to educetion and religion« In the novels printed early in the
Wineteenth t}entury; there is ogomsional mention of’ the Jaffersonisn prine
siples of dmaémn-ya In préaentﬂ.ng the perlod prior to ‘the Revolution,

John Eaten Cook in The Virginien Comodiang makes more mention of politiecs

than any other suthor consulteds Next Lo him in this respeet is Winaton

* Churohill in The Crisis. Wis mein puspose in his polltical discussion
Booms to be to present the fact that the death of Abrahem Linocln was the
grontest blow that the South ever experienced; that, had he lived, the
Bouth wovld have ‘bem apwéd the paln avd worry of the Resongtruction days.

Thowas Dixen glves pelitics a rather vitel plaée in bhis novels of
the Reconstrustions The maln lssues emphasized by these authors by means
of politionl elluslons ares that the South has never been a demoorasy in
the true sense of the word; that the term "Solld South" came from the whole-
sale voting for the Dmmrat‘s beosuse the Republisans favored the freeing
of the slaves,

There has been practically no wentlon of religilon in many of the
novels, with the exoeption of its place in the livw‘ of the "poor whites"
.md the Wegroes. Great religlous forvor comes naturally to oppresased
people., Historians tell us that the Southern people of the upper oless
sared more for material things than for spiritual blessings, wnd this verdioet

is upheld in this investigation.
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Little mentlon of edusstion in a broad semse of the term hes besn
glven, altgh there have been many references to schoolss In the early
deys enah ple,m{sian uwa.ily had & gp@omi room for the aohéul. Each
plantation-owner hired a t&tpr for his o‘nﬂdreﬁ and i}hm children of the
overseers In a few sasps th@ ohiidren_ from gm%eml plan'hwbvioms gathered
at one of the hm@s;iﬁ where they v%@ra instructed in s grdup. At thisa sama‘
time, the euthors ré»fwée& to some of the Southern wniversities, but the
genersl habit wes to send the young men ’do uniwrsitiea gbroad, Only oﬁa
book written befaﬁa the Civil W#r rﬁantiomd the diatriét soﬁool. feveral
allugions were ma&lm to a:s.aa&mwm As thé history of adu‘oa.t‘ion progressed,
a8 refleoted in th@:m@ novels, there am the m@ﬁtian of the modern high |

school and the business college,
Agrarianism Versus Industrialiem

This imvestigation brings to light the fact that in the early deys
in tw South there was greé.t dislike for Yaukee thrifi: and for oommerelal
enterprises, Poorly managed, and poorly kept gonera) storss, with an
glastlo oredit system, seemed to be the approved types All the literature
of that time épaka pf agrioultural 1ife as the one and only ldeal mode of
existences The referenses to the land warrant the oonelusion that the love
evinoed for it by the landed gentry was mostly beosuse of its walue as &
source of pmr“ snd disbinotion. One can sense a great distinotion bebween
the MQula:Ltiw Jove for the land and that affection experienced by those

who toll and oommme with it, as tho tement farmers of the Jouth dos
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Little by little there same suggestions of shanged attitudes
toward industrislism, but even in the early years of the Twentioth Century
there were still certein oocupations that the impoverished dezcendants of
the old lendholders sould work et without being losked upon with derislon,
and others which were gtriesly tsboos Practloslly po euthor, exoept Ellen
Glasgow, hes had the temerity to portray any character in his books as enw
gaged in any type of work of a menial nature. Willisnm Faullmer in Sartoris
gives an oxcellent pleture of the Snopes family, whe try anything in the
line of commeroial astivity from operating & pesnut stend on wp the ladders
Then he shows the &eriaion‘ end disdein with whioh these bueiness attempts
are viewed by the Jeffersoniens of the Twentleth Conturys

After listing these findings, the writer do&iwa to offer o few
more genergl aonplusions and impressionas By & ammp&rimm with the faobs
of hlstory, it is ovidant that these Sau’chern Pigbion writers heve made &
sincere effort to porteay enmd interpret the goslal foroes which have caused
the transition from the 01d South %o the Hew South. Thepe authors are in=
olined to be sonservative, and they leg far behind history in shronleling
the avents of major importance, The South has often‘ been called in literary
eritioisms "The Hesitent South" and mo dowbt this is the snswer to the souras
of guch an sppellation, Of course the habit of oreating s legand of the
past is elso another reason for the uge of such & degoriptive terme

The wrﬁ:ér ig of the general impreasiocn that the fiotional literature
of the South is inferior to that of the Northe After a ﬁﬁudy of the blow=
graphios of the Southern men of fiotlon, it ie found that ‘tm_\"'brmi*i;@ of the
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Sou‘bh have gone into the wrliting of booke on politionl econemy. The time
and talent of wany prominent men has been spent in law and politics in an
affort to uphold the South and its type of living.

 Another impression persists in the mind of the writer«sthat 1%t 1s
ironio that the loonoolagts of the New South osxmot escape the nostalgic
desire for the wondarful pasts One ocarmot come to the end of such & study
without o desire to delve deeper into more Sauthern fiction, and o undere
stand the subtle forces which enthrall its peeple and lure thosze who vread

its fiction.
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