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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to present the story of
"The Trimmells in America, 1790-1900." It is hoped that it
will contribute.to a better understanding of the attitudes
and environment of frontier families who pioneered the
American Midwest during the nineteenth century. It is also
intended as a study of conditions which prompted them to
leave established communities, and of the conditions they
faced upon migrating to new settleménts.

Like the Pony Express, frontler farming was more
significant as a forerunner of progress than for 1its
duration in terms of time. People who contributed vitally
to frontier history often were obscured by legendary
individuals who were more entertalning than ordinary.
Pioneers used what they could of the experience gained from
ancestors on earlier frontiers, and innovations based upon
planning and guessing, designs and decisions, toll and
tedium became the agficultural revolution, Inventions, éuoh
as the reaper, the gang plow, windmill pump, and tractors
mechanized farming to make the American Midwest into a

leading region in production of the world's food supply.



This study was conducted by tracing several gencra-
tions of descendants of a French immigrant who came to
America soon after the War for Independence. Primary source
materials have been used for the study of attitudes and
temperament as well as for personal descriptions., Published
materials generally have been used as reference for environ-
mental conditions.

The reader will note that, with the opening of each
new frontier, there is first a relation of blographical
materials to the region that the pilonecrs left behind, and
this 1s followed by an account of the region they approached.
Description of the discontent in the old environment 1is
succecded by discussion of the migration and ensuing
developmnent of the frontier region. Organization of the
narrative is difficult, as such a study must tread a narrow
path between an overly complex documentation of facts and an
overly sentimental charactecrization of the people.

Whet commenced as a search for the missing names on a
family tree has evolved into aimost 2 decade of research in
plorneer history, for members of the Trimmell family were
among thoge nigrating tb mnost of the new frontiers opened
for settlement between 1790 and 1900, References in VWilson
County, Kamsas; Vermilion County, Illinois; Shelby County,

Kentucky; New Orleans and Philadelphla proved valvable.
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The writer's visits to the foregoing communities resulted in
personal interviews with members of the family who had
remained in their native communities, and many have contrib-
uted related materials through sustained personal correspond-
ence., Family records and local libraries in the different
communities yielded much biographical material and
indigenous history. The United Stateé Census records have
beén helpful for making comparisons between the migration
patterns of various Trimmells and moves made by others of
the same community.

Frontier families were significant to the development
of this nation. Pioneering apparently was a tradition with
some of the families, for several generations settled the
different frontiers during the nineteenth century. Census
records indicate that many families never were represented
in the opening of frontiers. Further research may be
Justified on this subject.

Pioneer families were, typlcally, young married
couples with a child or two. Most migrated for economic
opprortunity, and not for adventurc in the usual sense of the
word. Thelr parents or grandparents had helped settle the
community they were 1eaving behind, and the young pioneers
knew from childhood experience what was involved in

developing farms from wilderness land.



CHAPTER IT
TRIMMELLS BEFORE 1825

The Trinmells are of French ancestry. Sufficient
evidence supports French origins, but the actual date of the
initial migration to America has not Been determined.t
Information regarding Trimmells and their activities before
1825 is sketchy. Piecing items together has involved much
- speculation, but they came as a family, apparently, in the
years just prior to the French Revolution. HMisspellings of
the original name exist, and in order to associate
individuvals as a family, the similarity of names has been
studied in comparison to places and events.

Immigrants with French ancestry were hot new to
America., Until after the French and Indian VWar, France
controlled most of what is now the central part of the
Unlited States. Migration in small numbers had occurred for

more than a century, with small settlements developing along

liottie E. Jones, History of Vermilion County,
I11inois (Chicago: Pioneer Publishing Company, 1915), I,
p. 157; L. Wallace Duncan, History of Neosho and VWilson
Counties 4Kansaq] (Fort Scott, Kasnsas: Nonitor Printing
Company, 1902), p. 619; YRebecca T. Piper's Death Removed
Last Hember of Pioneer Famlly of County,! an undated newspaper
clipping of the obituary for Mrs. Piper, contributed to the
author's files by William P. Trimmell, Topeka, Kansas,




the Ohio River, the Mississippi River, and the Missouri
River. 1In addition, there were small areas of French
settlement around lMontreal and Quebec in Canada. French
settlers were included in the thirteen English colonies
along the Atlantic Coast prior to the American Revolution,
but they rarely gathered in communities as did the Germans,
Swedes, and Scotch-Irish. They were-assimilated quickly
1n£o the population wherever they lived, and little erfort
was mnade to enumerate them by national origin.

Of the non-Catholic families who left France when the
Edict of Nantes was fevoked in 1685, wmany eventually lived
in America, By the early 1700's,épproximately ten thousand
Huguenots were among the total colonial population of
ZOO,OOO.2 The English exiled the French Acadians from Nova
Scotia in 1755, and some 8,000 refugees were relocated by
prescribed quota among the other seaboard colonies.3 These
desolate people were not welcomed by many of the communities
end nearly half of them eventually drifted to Louisiana,
where the present-day "Cajun" is a derivative of the word

"Acadian' which in French means Y“people by the sea."

20scar T. Barck and Hugh T. Lefler, Colonial America

(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1958), p. 290.

3Carolyn Ramsey, Cajuns on the Baycus (New York:
Hastings House, 1957), p. 12.



Records were kept and names were listed for many of
the Huguenots and Acadians, the groups most often identified
with French immigration, yet they represented a small fraction
of the total French in American settlements. The 1790
census of the United States listed 54,900 Americans of
French descent among the total population of 3,1’7.2,1##4.1‘L

French poets, novelists, and philosophers had
ldealized the '"natuvral man" and had written of the wonders
of the New World Wilderness for half a century before the
Trimmells came to America.5 The Third Estate included
nearly ninety per cent of the population in France and was
combrised of independent and uwnorganized people who were
neither leaders nor followers. Curlious and calculating, the
French were reared in a socilal tradition of individual
choice wherein each person, to a great deéree, wvas
responisible for his own decisions. They tended to be rough
end inventive braggarts. Involvement in group riots and
mass demonstrations, such as those occurring in the initial

stages of the French Revolution, was not typical bchavior in

uLouL B. Wright, The Cultural Life of the American
Colonies, 1697-1763 (New York: Hﬂrpor and Brothers, 1957),
P. 57, clting American Council of Learned Socleties, Beport
of the Committee on Linguistic and National Stocks in the
PquWQiion of the Unit&d Staiec (Weshington: American

Historical Assoclation, 1932).

Syalter Havighurst, Land of Promise (New York: The
Macmillan Company, 1946), p. 167.




a country which had encouraged such free-thinkers as
Descartes, Pascal, Buffon, Voltaire, and Diderot.6

More typical, in all likelihnod, were those
individuals or families who set out alone to seck
opportunity in other countries. The French who came to the
English colonies swore allegliance to the King of England as
a matter of port procedure, and went about the business of
making a fresh start in a new location.? They adopted the
language and traditions of the community where they settled.

Conditions leading up to the French Revolution had
been developing for thirty years or more before the out-
break of the revolution in 1789, An explosive increase in
population had occurred after 1760, with ninety per cent of
the people in rural occupations. Tillable land and food
grew scarce, and unemployment became serious both in ruvral
areas and in the cities. Living costs increased and income

fell. Profiting from the plentiful labor supply and inflated

. 6Laurcnce Wylie, Villeae ge on the Vaucluse (Cambridge:

The Harvard University Press, 1957), D. 2673 Pnillip Carr,
The French at Home (New York: Lincoln MacVeach, 1930),
P. 193; William brOJnoll, French Traits (New York: Charles
Scribners Sons, 1918), p. 13; John Higginbotham, Three Weeks
in Frﬂnce (Chicago: The Reilley Company, 1913), pp. 119

30 ? , John Fiunley, fhe French in the Heart of Amcvlca (New
York: herles Scribners Sons, 1915), De 350

7Commonwezlth of Pernsylvania, Pennsylvania Historical
eand Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvanla, Information
Leaflet Number One, 1945, p. 3.




prices were a few who operated commercial, financial, and
industrial ente'rprises.8

The cry for "Liberte, Egalite, and Fraternite!" was
misleading. Liberty and fraternity had existed in France
for decades. The clamor was for equality~-and economilc
equality, at that. Seeking equitable political representa-
tion became a means to a goal of economic equality.9
High-minded generalizations were made, but the economic
inequities were the igniting force of the French Revolution.

Unemployment left half-starved peasants roaming and
begging in the rural areas. In the cities, there were riots
for bread, work, and higher pay.lO Many of the French
middle~class could envision no end to the salt tax, the head
tax, the grain transport tax, and the tariff abuses. Most
could not afford to leave the country; many of those who |

could afford to, did.

8Gordon Vright, France in Modern Times, 1760 to
Present (Chicago: Rand lichally Company, 1960), De L17.

9Andre Maurols, The Miraclc of TIrance, translated by
Henry L. Binnse (New York: Harper and Prothers, 1948),
p. 2273 Albert Geurard, France, A Modern History (Ann Arbor:

The University of HMichigan Fress, 1959), p. 236; Wright,
France, p. 17. _

10Le0 Gershoy, The Era of the French Revolution,
_189 1799 (Princeton. “D. Van Nostrand Company, inc., 1957),

&




There was confusion in France with little note made
of those leaving the country, and American ports were lax in
reporting statistics. Careless losses and fires often
destroyed the best efforts in registrations. Nanes under-
went many changes in the process of immigration. In some
cases, this was deliberate; in others, 1lliteracy and
language differences caused the variation in spelling, A
French name would not likely end with a double "1" as does
"Trimmell". While the original spelling may have been
"Trimmel" or "TrimelY with the accent upon the last
syllable,ll there are numerous other French names with
simllarities and no evidence of connection with the
Trimmell" famlly. The Anglo-Saxon name of “"Trammell!" has
been used by mistake in a few instances, but there appears to
be no connection between the two families,

In the French province of Poitou, about forty miles
east of the city of Poitiers is a village name La Tremouille.,
The Trimmell family may have come from thils area. The
province of Poltou has had a high percentage of non-Catholic
famllies dating back to the sixteenth century. This region

was the scene of several years of warfare by Protestants led

ll¢chrystie Trimmell, Orinda, Californis, to the author,
July 12, 1962, letter expressing knowledege of French names
from having resided in Paris, France.
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by Coligny in the middle of the sixteenth century.l2 The
name of the village, La Tremoullle, and the name "Trimmell"
would have similar pronunclation, Nothing associates the
Trimmells with that village, however, except the similarity
of names and the fact that the Trimmells were not Catholics
when they settled in the United States.,

Passenger lists of ships leaving the French ports of
Caléis, Cherbourg, Dieppe, Fecamp, Dunkergue, LaHavre, and
Honfluer between the years of 1700 and 1800 do not include
the names of "Trimmell", "Trimmels", or "Trimel". 3 This is
not surprising, because the French spelling may have been
quite different, or the family may have reglistered an
entirely different name for the purposes of passage. The
listed citles were the major ports of France, but it 1is true
that immigrants may have left from obscure ports or even
crossed into another country to make their depsrture.

John "TrimmelsY may have been the origlinel Trimmell
immigrant in America. He lived in Philadelphia with his

wife and one son, under the age'of cixteen, in 1?90.1“ The

12%arl Baedeker, Southern France, Fifth edition (New
York: Charles Scribners Sons, 1907), p. 8.

13Ch arles Braibant, Director of Archives Nationale de

France, November 13, 1959, letter to and in possession of the
author, ‘

1”Un1ted States Bureau of Census, Department of
Commerce and Labor, Heads of Families at the First Census of
the United States thn in the Year 1790:  Pennsylvania

(Washington:  Government Printing Office, 1908), p. 215,
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family lived at 195 North Front Street in Philadelphla in
1791 and 1793. John "Trimmels" was listed as a mariner in
1791 and as a sea~captain in 1793. A study of the clty
directories of Philadelphia for the years between 1785 and
1819 indicates that the family lived there no more than three
or four years.lb

It is likely that John "Trimmels" moved to Kentucky
sometime prior to 1799, and there entered & second marriage
with Ellen Parris. The John "Trammell" of Shelby County,
Kentucky, was probably the same person as John "Trimmels"
of Philadelphia, for he was listed as John "Trimmell" when
he later lived in New Orleans.

To assume that the three names apply to the same
person is speculative, of course, but circumstances in later
years indicate that this 1s a definite possibility. The
surname of "Trimmell" is not common in this country, and
there appears to have been a family relationship among all
the Trimmells, for they lived near one another from time to
timp in later years. This 1s true even though some of then
were born in widely-scattered locations and recorded with

variations of the same name. The presently identified

15A1an W. Thomas, Head of the General Information
Department, Free Library of Philadelphia, April 26, 1961,
letter to and in possession of the author.
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original French immigrant of the family evéntually moved to
New Orleans and lived there many years, but the family seens
to have moved about a great deal during the first tuwenty
years 1in this country, with children born in several different
states and to two mothers. John "Trimmels" may have been
employed with freight transport along the Ohio and
Mississippi Rivers, for he appears to have been a landowner
and taxpayer in Shelby County, Kentucky, for a short time.
References made to his children having lived there at various
Intervals in later years suggest they were there in
association with their mother's family.

Only an estimated 30,000 persons in scattered, almost
self-sustaining settlements were living in Kentucky in
1784,16 a decade belfore John "Trimmels" moved there. The
isolation of these settlements is indicated by the fact that
the second store in the territory was established in 1783,
and third in 178&.17 Barly migration, coming chiefly from
Virginia and North Carolina, more than doubled the population
in a little more than five years, for the 1790 census of

Kentucky listed ?3,677.18 Yet, the real boom in settlement

16Nathaniel S. Shaler, Xentucky, A Ploneer Commonwealth
(American Comnonvealth Series, edited by Horace E. Scudder;
Boston: Houghton-Mififlin, and Company, 1885), p. 93.

171bid. 181piq., p. 108.
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occurred in the following decade.

The Trimmells are reported to have ploneered in
Kentucky in the days of Daniel Boone, but there is no
indication they arrived with one of Boone's settlement
parties.19 Daniel Boone's brother, Squire, operated a
"station" in Shelby County during the 1780's before the town
Qf Shelbyville was established,zo and some of his children
ma& have lived in the county at the turn of the century.

In 1790, the "over the mountain" population in the
United States, excluding Western Pennsylvania, was 166,641-~
or about five per cent of the national total. By 1810, the
same region listed 1,162,939 persons, increasing the ratio
to about sixteen per cent of the national total.?2l
Although the first settlers in Kentucky came primarily by
way of the Cumberland Gap from Virginia and North Carolina,
the later settlers usually came overland throuvgh Pennsylvania
and down the Ohio River. The early settlements were near
the isolated forts built as protection sgainst the Indians,

Later settlers who came by the northern route found the

19Duncsn, Wilson County, p. 620,

OLouise C. Drake, Kentucky in Retrospect (Frankfort:
Sesquicentennial Commission of the Commonwealth of Kentucky,
1942), p. 185.

21p, A. Hinsdale, The 01d Northwest (New York:
Townsend and MecCoun, 1888), p. 420.
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state already "opened" with the original fort families
usually remaining as pillars of thelr communities and
encouraging the expansion of civic gdvantages rather than
trying to preserve "elbow room", Very few individuals
preferred spending thelr lifetimes moving from one primitive
frontier to another. One major move was usually sufficient.

The old military roads, with some remodeling and
slight rerouting, continued to carry the overland traffic
between the Atlantic port cities and Pittsburgh, located at
the head of the Ohio Vaslley. These roads were the chief
access to the Ohio Valley for immigrants for more than fifty
years.22 From Philadelphia, the Trimmells may have
travelled the Forbes Road to Pittsburgh before moving down
the Ohio River to Kentucky. Shelbyville, in Shelby County,
was but a short distance from the river landing at
Louisville.

The greatest wave of migration into Kentucky had
occurred during the 1790's before the Trimmells arrived.
From 1790 to 1800, there had been a 225 per cent increase in

the population.z3 The rate declined from 1800 to 1810 with

22R, E. Banta, The Ohio (Rivers in America Series,

edited by Hervey Allen and Carl Carmer; New York: Rinchart
and Company, 1949), p. 98,

23Drake, Retrospect, p. 53; Shaler, Commonwealth,

p. 146,
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only an increase of 84 per cent.zu Most of the better land
‘had been settled by the turn of the century, and the later
settlers often movedvabout frequently for a few years
attempting to locate in new communities which were already
laid out. lMany eventually entered commercial or professional
occupations rather than to face the loneliness of the
wilderness.

| Sampson Trimmell was born in either Louisiana or
‘Pennsylvania in 1796, lived in Kentucky in 1834, and was a
farmer in Vermilion County, Illinois, in 1850.25 Samuel
Trimmell was born in Maryland in 1807 and lived in Vermilion
County, Illinoils, as early as 1833.20 william Trimmell was
born in Kentucky in 1801, reared in New Orleans, married in
Kentucky in 1823, and lived in Vermilion County sfter 1826 ,27
These three men seem to have been sons of John "Trimmels".

Robert "Tremmels", a silversmith, lived at 26 Conti

Street in New Orleans, Louisiana, in 1810. The census

listed two men under the age of 25 living at that address,

2}"’Sha}_er, Commonwiealth, p. 155.

25Henry J. Schroeder, Bethesda, Maryland, November 30,
1960, citing the Seventh United States Censvs of Vermilion
County, Illinois, 1850, a letter to and in pouuessaon n of the
author.

261114, 271

id.
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indicating he had no family at that time.28 He may have
been the eldest son of John "Trimmels", and the one listed
as being under the age of sixteen when they lived in
Philadelphia in the early 179%90's,

Thomas E., Trimmell, born in New York in 1817, was a
silversmith in Harrison County, Kentucky, in 1850, He seems
to have been & grandson of John "Trimmels", and may have
been a son of Robert "TremmelsY, the New Orleans silversmith.
In 1850, Thomas E. Trimmell's family consisted of him and
his wife Mary, aged 24; son, George, 5:; son, Thomas, 3; and
a deughter, Mary, aged 1.29 His wife and children were
listed as natives of Kentucky. Thomas E. Trimmell and two
of his children were buried in the "01ld4 Gréveyard" in
Cynthiana, Kentucky, with inscriptions which read:

"Thomas E. Trimmell

Born Oct 15, 1817
Died Sept 15, 1851"

"Mary, daughter of "Ann, daughter of

Thomas and Mary Trimmell Thonas and lMary Trimmell
Born July 31, 1849 Born Feb 28, 1851

Died March 18541 , Died Mar 27, 1854n

There scems to be no further information regarding

the surviving children and their mother. If she remarried,

28New Orleans Public Library, microfilm files, Third
Unlted States Census of New Orleans, 1810,

29Schroeder, November 30, 1960, citing Seventh United
States Censvs of Horrison County, Kentucky, 1850.
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George and Thomas may have changed surnames,

John "Trammell" married Ellen Parris with the
permission of her father, Robert Parris, in Shelby County,
Kentucky, on April 22, 1799.3° 1In this instance, there
almost surely was a misspelling for John "Trimmels'.
"Parris" became a frequent baptismal name in future
generations of Trimmells, John "Trammell" was an officer in
thé 18th Regiment (Shelby County) of the Kentucky Militia
from 1799 until sometime after 1805.31 He was the only
"Trammell" listed among the Shelby County taxpayers in 1800,
and no person named YTrammell", "Trimmels", or Trimmell was
listed in the census of 1810,3%

No reference lists the names or number of John
Trimmellt's children. If he was the John "Trimmels" of
Philadelphia, there were children previous to his marriage
in Kentucky. John and Ellen Trimmell seem to have been the

parents of at least five childrcn, with the eldest being

3OMrs. Clark Boyd, Shelbyville, Kentucky, July 26,
1961, citing Burns, Shelby County Marriases, p. 80, a letter
to and in possession of the author; Katharine P. Nichols,
Librarian, Shelby County (Kentucky) Library, July 20, 1959,
a letter to and in vossession of the suthor.

3l1bid., citing Clift, Cornstalk Militia, pp. 147-211.

32Ibid., citing both the Second and Third United
States Census of Shelby County, Kentucky, 1800, and 1810.
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William who was born in 1801.33 Greene Trimmell of Green
County, Kentucky, likely was another son, and Parris
Trimmell and Milley Trimmell probably were of the sane
f‘e;anily.yF
John and Ellen Trimmell left Kentucky sometime
between 1805 and 1810, If Samuel Trimmell was their son and
born in Maryland, one may ccnclude thét they settled in New
Orleans after having lived briefly at other locatlons,.
Going and coning from the river-landing at Louisville would
not have been considered unusual during those years. Somne
1,200 boats carrying both passengers and cargo passed the
Falls of the Ohio at Louisville during the shipplng season
of 1810-1811.35 Possibly half those boatsvwere keel boats
which made "round-trips" between any two of many ports

between Pittsburgh and New Orleans, and the other half were

one-way transport which were torn apart downriver and sold

33Schroeder, Novenber 25, 1963, citing the Tenth
United States Ceansus of Vermilion County, I1llinols, 1880
whereln Elizebeth Trimmell Vinson lists Kentucky as
birthplace of both her parents, letter to and in possession
of the author.

34parris Otto Trimmell, Wichita, Kansas, November 6,
1959, perscnal interview with the author; RBuby Trimmell
Gentis, Beggs, Oklahoma, September 15, 1960, personal
interview with the author.

3)Havi shurst, Wilderness, p. 310.
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as 1umber.36 Crew members and passengers had a choice of
ways to return home. They might enlist as a crew member on
a keel boat going upriver, they might work or ride a coach
northward over the Natchez Trace which had opened in 1796 as
a postal and coach route, or they might board a sea-going
vessel charted for Baltimore, Alexandria, or Philadelphia.
The chief route homeward was by way of the Atlantic Coast,
across Pennsylvania, and downriver from Pittsburgh.37 A
French immigrant with a maritime background may have found
river transport more to his liking than agriculture, and this
would explain the frequent changes of residence during the
early years of the century.

Rafts, like "floating islands", carried a vast
assortment of cargo. There were homemade rafts carrying
immigrants downriver with the family, livestock, feed, seed,
furniture, and farm tools to the frontier. Some rafts
carrying commercial freight made long journeys downriver,
but the use of rafts commercially was ordinzrily for
shorter distances. YFloating cities" were seen along the

river; built on rafts,; these portable businesses were

36Harold Sinclair, The Port of New Orleans (Garden
City: Doubleday, Doran, and Company, Inc., 1942), p. 102,

37Hinsdale, Northwest, pp. 399-L00.
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anything from theaters, libraries, barrel coopers, and
blacksmiths to gristmills, and sawmills.38

The first steamboat was built on the river in 1811,
and others soon were built. During the first five years,
their chlef use was between Natchez and New Orleans. After
1815, steamboats were designed to contend with the strong
Qurrents in highwater season, and théy were used over the
entire river system. About sixty steamboats were launched
on the Ohic River between 1817 and 1820, and quickly
replaced the more primitive craft excepting for short "hauls"
and along the tributaries.39.

Statistics were not maintained with exactness during
the early years of New Orlesns. In fact, none of the states
seemed to concern themselves with keeping vital statistics
until after 1880 or 1900, Churches and family Bibles
recorded what statistics were XkKept excepting in uncommon
1nstances.4o A number of circumstances explain the lack of
records in New Orleans.

In the first place, it was & port city which created

a cosmopolitan atmosphere., Crewmen from sea vessels and

3 1hid.

39Havighurst, Vilderness, P. 314,

4OPennsylva‘nia Historical and MNuseum Commissicn,
Informaticn Leaflet Number One, p. 2.
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upriver boats swarmed the city much of the year. Temporary
residents often were immlgrants who eventually settled
elsewhere. Many of the city's permanent residents were
French. Although controlled by Spanish and American
officials for many years, the confuslon continued from
the 1790's until after the 1840's.

French-speaking immigraents, in particular, were
allowed much privacy, for many of them left France during
the Revolution and were official enemies of the Spanish
authorities in Loulsiana. New Orleans winked at their
arrival and often allowed them unregistered entry.“l The
population nearly doubled in Louisiana between 1805 and
1810, and the increase consisted mainly of refugees from the
French West Indies.42

The French and Americans disagreed in government
matters after the United States took possession of
Louisiana: The legislature authorized separate municipal
councils which were given much autonomy desplte their beilng

vnder a single mayor.43 This policy was in force until the

41Henrv E. Chambers, lMississippl Valley Beginnings
(New York: G. P. Putnams Sons, 19229, D. i0h.

*zGeorge W. Cable, The Creoleg of Lo 1§_g_§ (New
York: Charles Scribmers Sons, 1901), bp. .

Y3sinciair, Port, p. 177.
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municipalities were combined in the 1840's,

New Orleans experienced 37 yellow fever epidemics
between 1803 and 1900. In addition to yellow fever, cholera,
bubonic, and small pox all took their toll in lives. When
as many as five-hundred deaths occurred in a day, tombs
could not be built rapidly enough. Burials in trenches
were made unceremoniously and with little thought of keeping
records of those interred.hu

Information regarding Protestants in New Orleans
during the first half-century is virtually non-existent.

An Episcopalien parish, ministering to all non-Catholics of
the region, was organized in 1805. All the earlier records
were lost in 1833, and many others were destroyed by fire
during the Civil War. Christ Church, as it was named, has
no references to Trimmells.45

The Louisiana State Historical Museum which preserves
many of Louislana's old documents has no information relating
to the Trimmells., The Louisiana Bureau of Records and
Registrations was established in 1914, and has few records
predating the Civil War. They have no information concerning

Trinmells,

Whbid., pp. 186-210.

b5poris Gildert, Parish Secrectary of Christ Church
Cathedral, New Orleans, Louisiana, February 21, 1964, letter
to and in possession of the author.
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For half a century, Trimmells were in and out of New
Orleans, but very little is known of their activity. The
obscurity suggests that they were neither famous nor
infamous, and spent those years in a manner considered
conmonplace for whatever community was their home at a
given interval.

The directory of New Orleans listed no "Trimmels',
“Tfammell“, or "Tremmels!'" in 1805 when the population of the
city was 3,551 whites, 1,566 freec-colored, and 3,105
slaves.LP6 The only listing in 1810 was Robert "Tremmells",
a silversmith. John Trimmell, almost surely the same person
as John “Trimmels" of Philadelphia and John "Trammell! of
Kentucky, was a private in the 10th and 20th Consolidated
" Regiments of the Louisiana liilitia in 1812, and living in
New Orleans .47

Anne Trimmell dicd in New Orleans during the week of
Decewber 18, 1822. Born in Virginia in 1791, she probably
was a daughter-in-=law of John Trimmell, and wife of Robert

"Tremmells", Thomas E. Trimmell, the silversmnith in

46I1ew Orleans City Council, New Orleans in 1805 (New
Orleans: The Pelican Gallery, Inc. 1936), from Ttheé microfilm
files of the New Orleans Public Library.

U7Marion J. Pierson, Louisiana Soldiers in the War of
1812 (New Orleans: Louisiana Gencalogical and Historical
Socjetv. 1963), p. 118.
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Kentucky, may have been her son. Anne Trimmell was interred
‘in the Protestant Cemetery on Girod Street.LP8

Jolm Trimmell continued to live in New Orleans, and
was 1living at Fourth and Bacchus Streets in lLafayette Parish
in 1851. BHe worked as a gardener at that time, and was
between seventy and eighty years of age.™9
‘ The Parris family continued to live in Kentucky, even
th&ugh Ellen apparently moved about with her husband, John
"Trammell", The families maintained close contact, for the
Trimmell children were in Kentucky at various times when
they were growing uv. Rubin Harrison married Rhoda Parris
in 1804 in Shelby County, Kentucky, and he gave bond for
Milley Trimmell to marry John Bateman on February 21,
1816.50 Milley would have been either the first or the
second child of John and Ellen Trimmell., In either case,
she was young for marriage. There was no reference to her
age, but RBubin Harrison appears to have been her uncle,

and this may explain the alleged relationship between the

48pne Louisiana Courier, December 18, 1822, p. 1,
Column 3, "Obituvaries."

49City of New Orleans, New Orleans City Directory,
1851 (New Orleans: The New Orleans City Council, 1851).

50gchroeder, November 30, 1950, citing Bell, Early
Marriages, p. 89; Boyd, July 26, 1961, citing Burns, Shelby
County Marriases, pvo. 6, 37:; Nichols, July 20, 1959.
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brinnells snd President Harrison.5l

William Trimmell was twenty-one years of age when he
ried Sarah Gilleland on September 15, 1823, Her father,
niel Gilleland, gave his permission.’2 William and Sarah
inmell had one child born in Kentucky, and he was John J.
immell, born in Shelby County on June 1k, 1824.53 Their
her children all werc born after théy nigrated to Vermllion
Founty, Illinois. They were Elizabeth, born 1827; William ITI,
orn 1830; Sarsh who married Gentry Williams, but for whom
date of birth is listed; Mary, born 1834; Rebecca, born
1838; and Parris, born 1842,.5% yhile other Trimmells lived
3n Illincis from time to time, the remainder of this study
E 1s concerned primarily with the activities of William and

Sarah Trimmell and their descendants.

51Flossie Baker Cox, Oakwood, Illinois, August 5,
1962, personal interview with the author.

52Boyd, July 26, 1961, citing Burns, Shelby County
Merriages, p. 80,

53Ruby Trimmell Gentis, Beggs, Oklahoma, an undated
newspaper clipping with no notation of the name of the
newspaper, "Obituary of John J. Trimmell",

54Tombstone inscriptions from the "01d Trimmell
Cenetery", located one mile north of Newton, Illinois;
entries in famlly Bibles; Jones, Vermilion County, I, p. 120,




CHAPTER IIT
FRONTIER CONDITIONS IN KENTUCKY

Kentucky was one of the more isolated of the American
states before the War of 1812. Excepting for those living
near the Ohio Rilver, settlers had few associations with
otﬂer reglons. Commerce consisted chiefly of bartering
surplus farm goods. When a family had surplus produce, they
exchanged with a family who had something they needed, or
they went to a trading post and bartered for a few litems not
actvally made on the farm. Bartering in the community was
usually called "neighboring', and local supply loosely
1

determined the comparative values.

Barter economy continued even after merchants and

peddlers appeared on the frontier. Farmers brought produce
to the stores, and selected merchandise from the stock
equal to the determined value of their produce.2 Merchants
set. the prices for both the farm produce and the stock in

the store, but they were not long in business if they did

1Luther and Thelma Trimmell, Coyville, Kansas, reported
frontier experiences as told to them by their grandparents.

: ZRebecca Burlend, A True Picture of Emigration (The
Lakeside Classics, edited by HMilo M. Quaife; Chicago: R. R.
Donelley and Sons Company, 1936), p. 78.
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this in a manner considered unfalilr to the settlers. Stores
were patronized only so long as merchants provided goods at
prices which would save settlers the time and expense of
doing the merchandising themselves. Some farmers became
merchant-traders, but this practice was not common, for
crops suffered and the other work was neglected if settlers
spent thelr precious time being merchants. The early stores
ﬁefe little more than "warehouse trading centers', because
much of the stock came from the local community.3

The cost of transporting soods to the frontier often
made "imporits" too expensive to purchase unless the need was
great, so merchants relied to a great degree upon local
supply. Cane sugar from Loulsiana cost from forty to fifty
cents per pound in the 1820's, but storekecepers could harter
for honey and maple sugar locally for seven or eight cerits
per pound.“ They stocked cotton fabric and imported tobacco
in emall gquantities, but sold less of the luxury items than
they sold of the linen and woolen goods and plug tobacco

brought in by the settlers.” Settlers bought tea and coffee

3Roscoe C. Buley, The 0ld Northwest, Ploneer Period
(Bloomington: University of indiana Press, 1951), I, D. 214
Thomas Ford, A History of Illinois 1818-1847 (The Lakeside
Classics, edited by “1iilo M. Quaife; Chicago: R. R. Donnelley

and Sons Compsny, 1945), I, p. 138.
i

Burlend, Emicration, p. 78.

5Buley, Northwest, p. 207.
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for special occésions,6 but merchants sold more local
whiskey, which some farmers made at the ratio of two gallons
7per bushel of corn.’

Cheese made with rennet, hams and sideport cured with
woodashes and hickory smoke, ‘“rendered'" butter which did not
become rancid with age as did salted butter, thread spun
from wool and flax, coarse woolen and linen cloth woven on
home looms, maple sugar, wild honey, corn whiskey, plug
tobacco, flour, and buttons whittled from hard wood were a
part of the variety of farm produce bartered by the
ingenious settlers.8 What the merchant could not “move"
locally, to took to the river traders and exchanged for
goods 1imported from other regions,

Eventually the value of produce sent out of Kentucky
exceeded the value of goods brought in, and currency became
essentlial. Bartering contlinued to dominate frontier
commerce for several years, but frugal settlers and store-
Keepers often preferred cash for. the difference between

exports and Iimports. Transportation inflated prices of

6pord, Illinois, I, p. L42.
?Buley, Northwest, p. 225.

8garriet S. Arnow, Seedtime on the Cumberland (New
York: The lacmillan Company, 1960, pp. 403-415,
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imports beyond what settlers were willing to pay. Heavy,

bulky, or_fragile merchandise was especially expensive to
transport. Small local industries were built to supply such
articles as farm tools, spinning and weaving devices, cooking
equipment, wagons, barrels, and feather-beds, Glass and
paper Tactories were bullt to supply the valley in the late
1790ts, In 1800, one port of entry on the Ohio River
feéorded 700 boxes of glass bottles shipped down the river
that year; window panes commonly sold for five cents each in
stores.?

An iron furnace was built in 1791 in Kentucky, and a
tobacco~processing factory was built in 1793. As early as
1789, a manufacturing soclilety for making cotton cloth and
stockings was organized in Danville, Kentuoky.lo Local
sawmills, gristmills, and forge shops were bullt. The need
for currency grew more and more important, for a cloth
factory could hardly exchange all 1ts output for butter and
cheese, nor could an iron furnace successfully operate using

the barter system.

9Archer B. Hulbert, The Paths of Inland Commerce
(Chronlclo% of America Series, edited by Allen Johnson; New
Haven: ale UanEJSluy Preas, 1921), pp. 74=-75; Havighurst,
Wilderncso, P. 259; Arnow, Seedtime, p. 262,

10prake, Retrospeet, pp. 39-45.
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Most of the currency used on the frontier before the
War of 1812 originated in New Orleans, Spanish silver
pieces and the ten-dollar notes called "dixles'" were the
principal kinds of money used.ll The Kentucky Insurance
Company, chartered in 1802, issued a few transfer notes
whichiwere used in the river trade. The Bank of Kentucky
was chartered in 1806 with a capitalization of 1,000,000,
but this was miniwmal compared with the money Kentucky
required to develop its industry and trade.l?

Apgriculture in Kentucky was sufficiently developed by
1815 for local needs and to sustain a few small industries
which procesced farm products for export, but improvements
in grain varieties and breeds of livestock were yet to come.
Little land in the state was left unsettled, but the
exlsting farms strongly needed improvement.

The population of Kentucky increased each year,
although the settlement "boom" had ended, The state was no
longer isolated, and most of the land was past the primitive
Ploneering stage., Industry and commerce seemed next on the
agenda, and some improvements in transportatioh were needed

to encourage this growth.

1lgerbert Ashbury, The French Quarter (New York:
Alfred ¥nopf, 1936; Cardinal Edition; New York: Pocket
Books, Inc., 1955), pp. 54-55,

12prake, Retrospect, pP. 57.
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With the increasing population, social institutions
were in demand, and Kentucky sought to be up to date! The
state ranked sixth in the nation according to population and
social institutions--schools, churches, libraries, hospitals,
jails, new roads, canals, theaters--were in demand. Factories,
freight lines, and improvements were promoted by the
Kentuckians to help make their farms the best in the
country.13 Some of the improvements might be handled by
private enterprise and others by public planning.

Not enough money was in Kentucky to initiste the
programs of improvements, and. the demands were for more
money--casy money. The state legislature chartered forty-
six independent banks in 1818 with capitaligzation of
$8,720,000 to provide the ways and the means for funding the
improvements. Those were "“heady" times with big dreams
running rampant; the independent banks were authorized to
issue paper currency in excess of their capitalization in
order to stimulate the econonrly.lL'L

The chartering of those independent banks hardly
could have been timed more poorly. Kentucky, Tennessee, and

Ohio became the most severely affected regions in the

131p1d., pp. 61-69.

145haler, Commonwealth, Pe 177
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financial panic which had just begun. Within a few months
nearly a third of the American population felt the inpact
of the depression which gréw from the post-~war boom. The
Second United States Bank, chartered in 1816, had operated
through branch banks over the nation as well as through
state banks which were allowed to operate as branches.
Specie reserves dwindled to five per éent of the outstanding

loans within two years.

The Dallas Tariff Act, passed as a temporary protection

- for American industrialists and agricultursl suppliers in
- 1816, had opened the gates for Americans who demanded they
" free thenselves from depending upon European manufactured
goods. Inexperience and over~optomism had led the banks
Iinto a hysteria of speculation. Loans often were made on
- goodwill and rosy prospects with little regard for secured
collateral. Not only banks loaned money in such fashion,
but private loans were drawn up also.

Unsophisticated industrialists and farmers borrowed
mongy in amounts beyond their net worth in many cases, with.
no thought of arrenging long-term loans. The object was to
continue renewing short-term loans until such time as
payments of principal were possible. Short-term loans
hardly allowed sufficient time for new businesses to organize,

much less commence defraying indebtedness by means of
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revenue, 15
In 1818, the United States Bank commenced retrenching

by calling upon its branches to collect from their patrons.
Debtors, with their expansion just under way, had neither
speclie nor bank notes for repayment. In some instances
there were foreclosures, and 1ln other instances there was
quick refinancing which was merely "gfasping for straws.“l6

‘ Almost as soon as they opened their doors, the new
independent banks were caught in the scramble., They Jloaned
capital to eager patrons who offered long-range prospects,
and otherwise flimsy security on short-term notes. Enter-
prises, often sincerely planned, usually borrowed money
with the confidence of renewing notes indefinitely. A
great deal of speculation was in new lands just opened in
I1linois and Missouri. Land bought on credit up to five
years needed to be resold or cultivated almost immediately
to meet indebtedness, but usually was not. Businessmen

borrowed money to construct buildings, then mortgaged the

15Charles M. Wiltse, John C. Calhoun, Nationalis
1782-1828 (kew York: The Bobbs-lerril Company, Inc., 1944)
I, pp. 175 176; Robert Taylor Stevenson, The Growth of the
Nation 1809-1837 (The History of North America Serics,
Vol. XII, edited by Guy C. TLee; Philadelphia: George Barries
Sons, 1912), pp. 148-152.

16yi1tse, Calhoun, I, pp. 175-176.



buvildings to buy equipment, and used the egquipment as
collateral to obtain still more loans for supplies and
materials.l? When demand for repayment or refinancing was
made, the whole business would not sell for enough to meet
loan installments.l8
Caught in the pandemonium were people in the
community who had borrowed money, the reputation of the
banks, and those with subscribed investment in the banks.
Riddled economically, people of the frontier regions were
helpless to explain just what had happened. The money was
gone, but to where? Who was responsible? "Well, those
'rascals!' at the banks did it!" The banks became the
whipping boys and were dubbed the "forty thieves",19
Developing community institutions reflected the panic,
private business reflected the panic, and families
reflected the panic. Few people had refrained from
speculating in economic betterment, and those who had been
most conservative faced depression of prices and increases
in, thelr tax burden. Families cast about for solutions.

The state legislators, once agog with plans for

17%ord, I1linois, T, pp. 45-49,

18Snaler, Commonwealth, P. 177

19%wiltse, Calhoun, I, pp. 175-176.
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improving Kentucky, were faced with saving Kentucky .29
Previously, legislation had encouraged investment in
progress; but the "new look!'" was to abolish imprisonment
for debts, to revoke existing bank charters, to pass Relief
Acts, and to enlarge the lunatic asylum. In desperation,
they devised a state~supported banking system for issuing
bills of credit, and tried to send disagreeable creditors
to Jjall for not accepting them for face value. <L
The Kentuckians with a few assets left were the tax-
payers, and they were expected to support the debtors,
finance the completion of internal improvements, end
purchase consumer goods to save the merchants and
manufacturers. People on both sides of the ledger were
finding svurvival difficult. The whole country was affected
to some degrece, so other regions were unable to sustain the
econony of the "over the mountain! states.2?
Hama wes a great hand at stretching, when she
had anything to stretch, but she wasn't fooling
anybody with some of the meals she set on the
table them days. It was bad enovgh at our house,

but we knowed it was a blamed sight worse at some
of the neighbors,

20Drake, Retrospect, p. 64,

21;91@., pp. 61-66; Shaler, Commonwealth, pp. 173-

177.

22yiltse, Calhoun, I, pp. 175-176.
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I got plum tired a doin' nuthin' but growin!
things in the summer Jjes to eat 'em up in the
winter, the same thing over and over every year
and never gettin' no place.23
Kentuckians nigrated to Missouri and Illinois in
large numbers after 1820--particularly between 1824 and
1830.24 Pioneer movements almost always reflected
discontent with conditions at home, for the volume of
migration swelled in bad times.25 Religion, health, freecdon,
end other interésts entered the picture, but whatever
combination of reasons brouvught settlers to a new frontier,
the bommon denominator usually was economic'.z6 Few
settlers moved to new regions by accident, for most

investigated prospects as carefully as possible, and moved

with a definite location and project in mind,.27

23Martha, F, McKeown, Them Was the Days (New York:
The lMacmillan Company, 1950), p. 07.

ZuChambers, Beswinnings, p. 130,

255ames K. Hosmer, A Short History of the lMlssiscivppil
Valley (New York: The Houghton-Mifflin Compazny, 1901),
p. 153.

20p11en G. Bogue, From Prairie to Corn Belt (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 19563), p. 18; Robert L.
Stevenson, Amateur Enlesrant and Silverado Squatters (New York:
Chaﬁ}es Scribners Sons, 1909), pPp. 3-5; Paxson, Frontier,
Pe. te

27Duncan, Wilson County, P. 732.




CHAPTER IV
DEVELOPHENT OF ILLINOIS

William and Sarah Trimmell lived in Kentucky for
nearly three years after thelr marriage in 1823. With
thelr two-year-old son, John J., thej moved to the Illinois
frontier in the spring of 1826. Riding two horses, they
left Shelby County and crossed the Ohlo River at Louisville.
Followling the Vincennes Trall across the Wabash River, they
turned northward for the last hundred miles of thelr Journey
in virtually unsettled territory.l They chose land in the
wooded valley of the South Fork of the Vermilion River, some
120 miles north of Vincennes, and this became thelr home for
as long as they lived,

Sarah Trimmell wore a blue dress which she had made
especlally for the journey. It was made of woolen goods she
had spun, woven, and dyed. She Xkept that dress and showed
it.to her children and grandchlldren when she related to

them her story of their move from Kentucky to Illinois.?

1W0Tk Projects Administration, Writers Program for
the State of Illinois, Illinois, A Gulde to the State
(Chicago: A. C. McClurg and Company, 1930?, p. 120,

2Jonos, Vermilion County, I, p. 120,
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English-speaking settlers had been in Illinois since

Virginia had made grants to Revolutionary War soldiers, but
nunbers were small. Some 2,000 French settlers remalnhed in
I1linois even thousgh most of them had migrated across the
river to Missouri in the 1760's following the French and
Indian War. Prior to the wave of migration after 1820, most
of the white population lived along the Ohio, Mississippi,
Wabash, and Kaskaskia Rivers. The northern two-thirds of
the state was claimed chiefly by Indians.3

Illinoisvneeded a population of 40,000 to become a
state in 1819, but an early-in-the-year census showed less
than this ninimum number. Settlers arrived rapidly, so
United States marshalls were suthorized to count immigrants
as they entered Tllinols at Vincennes, and agaln count the
number leaving at St. Louils. Subtracting the difference
determined that more than the necessary 10,000 had remained
to settle in Illinols during the short interval between the
census and sta’cehood.l‘L Almost all of that number had come
from Kentucky, and most of them started farms from meager

beginnings, Wealthler immigrants generally went on to

3Chambers, Beginnines, p. 123; Ford, Illinois, I,
P. 33.

”Lloyd Lewis and Henry J. Smith, Chicago (New York:
Harcourt, Brace, snd Company, 1929), p. 21.
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Missourl where slavery was legal. Few came from New England
‘and the Middle Atlantic states untll after the Erie Canal
was opened in 1825, and the National Road was extended west
from Wheeling between 1824 and 1835.5

The financial panic affected Illinois after 1819, but
in a somewhat different way than in Kentucky. Indebtedness
1n‘1111nois was almost all related to land speculation and
to merchandise purchased from trading-posts on credit. The
flood of migration to Illinois in the 1820!'s was a stimulus
to the economy of the new state, for internsl improvemehts
and industrialization had not begun to any great extent and
there was 1little public indebtedness.6

The population of Illinols increased repidly for more
than forty years. From 12,282 in 1810, it increased to
55,162 in 1820. The census showed 157,445 in 1830, and
h76,183 in 1840, The number of residents tripled in the
1820ts, and tripled again in the 1830's! There were
nineteen counties laid out by 1819, forty-five counties by
1826, and sixty counties by 1833. In 1854, Illinois had

100 counties.’ A survey of Illinois was authorized in 1804,

5Ford, Illinois, I, p. 87.
61bid., pp. 45-U6,

’Theodore C., Pcase, The Story of Il1linois (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 194¢), pp. 126-127, 270.
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and the range and meridian lines drawn. Detall work on
townships was not completed until 1810, The first sales of
public lands were in 1814.8 Land soid for $2 per acre before
1820 with down payment of $1 and five-year credit for the
balance. The credit system wes repealed in 1820 and the
price lowered to $$1.25 per acre. Minimum purchase was
established at eighty acres, rather than the previous
ninimum of 160 acres.9 Some settlers VY"squatted and filedV,
but others were able to pay $100 cash for their 80 acres.
Few could afford to buy from the earlier “squatters" who
charged for the bulldlngs and clearings already made on the

land.

I11ly-Noyl®

She's back there by the Wabach,
The Ohlo, and the lakes.

She'!'s got crawdads in the swampland;:
There's milksick, mange, and shakes.

But those things never stopped us,
Or took away the joy

Of moving into that new land,
The State of Illy-Noy!

We moved the fanmily in there.
Headaches did annoy,

But we got our wealth and honor
In sickly Tlly-Noy!

8Douglas €. Ridgley, The Georraphy of Illinois
(Chicago: The University of Chicapo Press, 1921), p. 138.

9Panta, Ohio, p. 276; Pease, Illinoils, p. 89.

10yla Bacon, a song hesrd sung in the family,
possibly a folk version of another song.
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An editor of a newspaper in Centerville, Indiana,

ted 120 wagons losded with families and possessions

ed west during one 15-~day period in 1825.11 Nineteen-
‘usand boats and rafts passed West Troy, New York, on the
e Canal in 1826.12 Most of this traffic was related to
he openihg of the Midwest settlements. Indeed, there were
gwdads in the swamps~~and mosquitoes; there were seasonal
:outs with ague, milksick, and Illinoils mange which was
alled "seven-year-itch". Settlers worked overtime during
1§the summer season, for they knew full well they could
?contend with 1llnesses from late August until late October.l3
Thirty years before, people pioneered in Kentucky because
they preferred to face the hazards of the wilderness rather
than to remain along the Atlantic Coast where they had
little hope of advancement. Now, another group was ready to
face the hazards of the wilderness rather than to remain in
the established communities which were suffering the
financial panic.

Illinois mange, or itch, broke out in spreading spots,

11Havighurst, Yilderness, p. 218,

12Robert Taylor Stevenson, Growth, p. 392.

13Puley, Northwest, p. 2443 Burlend, Emigration,

P. 63.
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end was treated with sulphur packs.14 The ague, or "shakes",
was treated with numerous inventions varying from one house-
hold to another. BRather than to rely upon curing the
illness, itself, most settlers treated themselves with
vear-round medications hoping to resist the disease. One
such preparation was:
Pour as much black pepper as will lie on an
eighth~dollar. Lick the pepper off the coin if
possible or mix it with molasses (syrup) in a
spoon. Take this four mornings, skip a week;
repeat for four mornings, skip another week. Do
this all season.t
"Mortification', probably cancer, was treated with:
Take equal parts of each and pulverize--
brimsztone, alum, and gunpowder; then mix as
much as will lie on a quarter-dollar with half
g gill og vinegar and water--for o grown
person.l
Almost every family suffered a "rcund" with local
diseases during the first year. Cholera, yellow fever, and
other plagues brought upriver by boat traffic took their
toll from time to time. Ploneers had to bte sturdy if they
survived, but they were far from healthy much of the time.

The Kickapoo Indians ceded a large area of land during

the summer of 1819, and Vermilion County was among the

14Bur1end, Emicration, Pe. 63.

15panta, Ohio, p. 398. 161piq.
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counties later formed from that region in central T1linois, 17
William and Sarah Trimmell arrived in the spring of 1826
when Vermilion County was less than six months old. When
they came, the only settlement was at the junction of the
two main forks of the Vermilion River. A salt-works,
serving a 200-mile radius, had been operating for about two
years. A tavern and twelve cabins comprised the town which
served as county sSeat in 1826.18

The Trimmells chose land a few miles west of the
salt-works, and became the first to file an entry for
government land in Pilot Township, Vermilion County,
T1linois.19 a part of Section 24, Township 20, north of
Range 13, west of Meridian 2, became the nucleus of the
family farm which was expanded throvgh the years., It was
about a2 mile north of the village of Newtoﬁn.zo

Settlers were unfamiliar with prairic lands, and
belleved absence of trees indicated sterile ground, so the

Trimmells filed for land along a creek in a timbered area,

17y, P, A., Guide to Illinois, p. 402,  181big.

et et

19%i111am Paris Trimmell, Topeka, Kansas, January 28,
1962, personal interview with author.

zoobituary of Rebecca Trimmell Piper, newspaper
clipping in possession of author.
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and laboriously cleared it of trees.2l 1In reality, "sod-
busting" was more difficult than "timber-clearing" until
after John Deere produced steel-faced plowshares in 1837.22
This, along with the need for water, fuel, and building
materials, was the chief reason for avoiding the grasslands
for cultivation.

The Trimmells were Americans by 1826, for they
pioneered new lands with procedures consldered practical at
the time. They spoke the language of their neighbors, and
their children married among frontier families who paid
little heed to theilr various European origins. While
descendants of the earlier French settlers in Illinois
continued some of the national traditions in the communities
along the Mississippi River,23 the Trimmells did not.
Reference to thelr French ancestry was Incidental.

Immigrants moving to Illinois in the 1820!'s usually
were young narried couples with a child or two. It was
common to hear ploneer people speak of being born in one

state, reared in a second state, and of spending their

2lHavighurst, Wilderness, p., 212; Jones, Vermilion
County, I, p. 120,

22p711an MNevins and Henry S. Commager, The Pocket
History of the United States (New York: Pocket Books, Inc.,
1942), p. 362,

2BChambers, Beginninges, p. 119,
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advulthood in a third state.2* For example, William Trimmell
ﬁas born in Kentucky, reared in Louisiana, and ploneered in
Il1linois, His son, John J, Trimmell, was born in Kentucky,
reared in Illinois, and pioneered in Kansas, Trimmells born
later in Illinoils were reared in Kansas and ploneered in
Oklahoma, Wyoming, Idaho, and Oregon.25 Native Kentucklans
were in all the major Indian fights, the Texas Rebellion, on
frontier farms, and In leglislative assemblles of each new
state so long as "westward expansion® lasted.26 The same was
true of people native to Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and
T1linois.2? Those who had spent their childhood in piloneer
honmes tended to repeat the settlement patterns of their
parents or grandparents. They moved westward to obtain
inexpensive farm land vhich they developed along wilth the
social institutions and privileges., Usually the development
consisted of modifications of what they had known before
they nigrated to the frontier.

Though they became active in educational, civic, and

political developments in Vermilion County within a few

L . .
zpDuncan, Wilson County, passim.

25Necords in the Trimmell Family.

Zéshaler, Commonwealth, p. 171.

27Duncan, Wilson County, passin,.
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years, it 1s doubtful if William and Sarah Trimmell paid
much attention to the more worldly events of the summer of
1825, July 4, 1826, was the fiftieth anniversary of
American independence, and both Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams died on that day.28 Across the Wabash River from
I1linois, Robert Owen made a famous speech about other
definitions of independence on July E. 1826, when he urged
ebolition of private property, religion, and marriage
ties.29 The thousands of piloneers who hoed in their corn
"patches" that day were significant to history, but the
"motlons" of Owen and the deaths of Jefferson and Adams
were the recorded events.

Willjam and Sarah Trimmell first lived in a
"primitive~style” cabin as did most of their neighbors. The
bark, left on the logs, made logs easier to handle during
construction and provided insulation for the cabin walls .30
Puncheon floors, made by turning up the flat face of split
logs, and clapboard roofs were found only in the favored

homes in the early years.31 Primitive cabins had no rafters,

28Robert Taylor Stevenson, Growth, p. 214,
29Ihid., p. 421,

Sketchbook (Lahrence. University of Kansas Press, 195 )
P. 90,

30Margaret Whittemore, Historic Kansas, A Ce ntenary
’

31Jones, Vermilion County, II, p. 400.
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for sidewalls arched into the center of the roof because
gable-end lozgs were cut shorter and shorter. Much skill was
rneeded for dove-~talling the corners and fitting the gable-
ends correctly, yet this freed the builders from the tedious
end time-consuming shingle making. Primitive cabins usually
leaked, but they were sturdy and durable, 3?2

The fireplace often was the last part of the cabin to
be built. Some pioneers hauled stone for fireplaces, but
many were bullt with a method similar to concrete construction
a century later. A mixture of clay, water, and salt was
poured into a wooden frame., The clay milxture solidified
with the first fire, and the outer forms were left as
protection from erosion for the chimney. The Trimmells had
a fireplace which occupied nearly all of one end of the
cabin., Bullt for cooking, it also served for heat-~if the
family huddled close enough to the hearth.33

"Hard-clay" floors for cabins were made by mixing
salt water and clay and pounding it flat over the floor.
Window panes were not expensive in the Ohio Valley, but were
difficult to transport overland. The Trimmells covered

their windows with olled paper which was easily replaced by

32ATnow, Seedtime, Pp. 259-262.

33Jones, Vermilion Countv, II, p. 400,
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rubbing new paper with raw fat. Door hinges were of hickory
withes, and simple furniture was fashloned with an a'xe.BLL
Lexington, Kentucky, had a nail factory as early as 1802 and
nalls sold for eight cents per pound, Settlers sometines
used nalls for furniture making, but pegging and dove-
talling were more common since nalls were better sulted to
milled lumber than for the rough native timber used on
ploneer farms,3>

Families needed to provide for most of their needs
-and comforts through ingenlous use of local materlals.,
Cloth was made from wool, flax, and cotton grown on the
farm, end footwear was made from local hides and skins. The
spinning, weaving, dyeilng, tanning, and sewling was dcne by
hand.36 Soap was made with lye and pork fat, usually once
annually.37 Hominy, a significent staple in the pioneer
diet, was made by removing hulls from white corn with a lye

solution. Thils could be dried and stored year-round.38

341bid.

35Robert Taylor Stevenson, Growth, pp. 382-383.

36Ford, Illinois, I, p. 42,

37viola Pusby Ware, Altoona, Kansas, maternal
grandnmother of the author, relating the soapmaking techniques

used by her mother,

38arnow, Scedtinme, p. 397.
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Homliny-making paralleled the English process of "pilling"
wheat, and the rice-hulling done by the Acadians in
Loulsiana., YIndian hominy" was more like succotash, a soup
made by bolling cracked corn with beans, and was not
commonly served in ploneer homes .39

WLong-sweetening" was a term for wild honey or
molasses made from cane, maple, or cdrn. "Short-sweetening"
was the refined sugar from Loulsiana, and too expensive for
most pioneers. "Sorghum molasses'" was not known in Americsa
before the Civil War, so the reference to molasses simply
neant "syrup".uo Gristmlills were among the first buslness
establishments in a frontlier village due to the need for
cornmeal.”l Beef was seldom eaten; but dairy products were
regvlar diet, and among the flirst cash crops in new
settlements.LP2

William Trimmell, establishing a farm in 1826, was
yet to use the many inventions developed in the 1830's to
improve farming. There was a great lack of steecl implements

such as axes, knives, and other cutting tools which needed

3%Robert M. Coates, The Outlew Yesrs (New York: The
Literary Guild of America, 1930), pp. 15-16.

4O0Banta, Ohio, p. 398.

“1Coates, outlaw Years, p. 14,

uzArnow, Seedtime, p. 409,
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repiacing pc—:ar'iodically.I*LB Scattered individusls experimented
with mechanical mowers, reapers, and steel plows for many
years before 1830, but most farmers used hand tools until
the inventions were manufactured at a cost they could afford
to pay. Harness, wagons, barrels, and sometimes steel
implements were made at home.uu

Farmers worked 32.8 minutes for every bushel of small
grains produced in 1830, By 1890, only 2.2 minutes were
required to produce the same amount. A farmer could cut up
to two acres of wheat dally with a cradle, and half that
with a hand sickle.bf5 There were only Tour to ten days
harvesting time for small grains such as wheat or barley
before shattering, o one farmer could cut no more than ten
to tvienty acres of wheat per summer with hlis wife and
children binding and shocking it. Any left uncut was grazed
by 1:‘Lvestock.46 Corn, with its protective husks, would
stand undamaged for several weeks of harvest and was more
suited to the frontier for this reason.,

The iron and steel industry grew rapidly after the

43Havighurst, Land of Promise, p. 193.
44Ford, I1linois, I, p. 43.
45Nev1ns, History, p. 362.

46F;‘Lnley, Heart of America, p. 334,
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development of the hot alr-blast process in 1828, Americans
produced ten times as much iron snd steel within four
years.u7 Hand tools became more plentiful, and farm
machinery could be produced at a lower price. The wilderness
was a new land vhere fame and fortune awaited the swift, the
bold, the strong; and pioneers all wiere pressed for time.
Thers was a "hit-znd-miss" and "lick-and-promise" crudity
about the first building they bullt and tools they made, but
evermore was the dream of having more time for nlcer things
later vhen they could sfford to buy them.u8 The hurried
settlers rationed their time to initlate social and
educational institutions in thelr new communities, and these
same hurried settlers inltliated the use of time-saving farm
machlinery a few years later.

Early in 1827, William Trimmell helped lay out the new
village of Danville, the first real town in Vermilion
County.49 Dan Beckwith, for whom the town was named, bullt
a trading post a mile east of the salt-works and donated
one~-hundred ascres for a townsite, Danville had a gristmill

and a post office within a year; and five years later, in

M7Robert Taylor Stevenson, Growth, p. 103,
L1L 8 ]'\‘I(

L

evins, History, p. 196,

’9Jones, Vermilion County, II, p. Loo,
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1833, there were 81 cabins and houses in the village.5o The
Trimnells and their neighbors saw theilr farming interests
expand almost as rapldly as did the county seat. They
opened the wilderness with hand tools, a few acres, and
primitive cabins; and they remained to iﬂtroduce mechanized
farming, expanded acreages, and comfortable dwellings. When
Yilliam Trimmell died in 1848, he and his wife owned five-
hundred acreas after having deeded farms to their children
who had married and "started out" for themselves,ot

During the first few years on the Illinois frontier,
the Trimmells and their nelighbors concerned themselves with
clearing land and providing meager necessities. By 1830,
prairlie lands vere obtailned and used for cattle-grazing
which was their aprarent natural use, Grain from the farm,
then, was fed to cattle and marketed on the hoof. The
cattle enterprise was a source of wealth to the Trimmells;
and almost without exception, the children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren of William and Sarah participated in

the growth of the American livestock industry.>d?2

50y, P. A., Guide to Illinois, p. 403,

51Jones, Vermilion Cointv, I, pp. 120, 157, 164;
IT, pp. 400, 740.

52Jones, Vermilion County, I, pp. 120, 157, 164; 1T,
pp. 400, 740; Duncan, Vilson Countv, pp. 619-620; Obltuary
of Rebecca Trimnell Piper, a pnotostat of the original
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William Trimmell, John J. Trimmell, John Vinson,
William Trimmell II, Harvey Piper, and Paris Trimmell all
drove cattle to Chicago when 1t was a struggling village
along the lake. Often there was no market for livestock on
foot in the earlier years, so they butchered at the edge of
town and sold dressed beef to residents for as low as three
pents per pound.53 Farmers drove livestock to Chicago when
there was a demand for beef, but most Illinois cattle were
driven to eastern markets until the mid-1840's, Wagons
vere driven north into Chicago only during a few weeks in
the avtumn, but livestock could wade the mire and cross the
rivers almost ,'y&exr-—roumd.51+

There was little incentive for marketing in Chicago
in the early years of Illinols settlcment, for a few cabins
clustered around Fort Dearborn comprised the lakefront
village., Incorporated ag a town in 1833, there were 43

dwellings and about 200 residents., The land boom in 1835

vndated newspaper c¢lipping in possession of the auvthor;
Obituary of John J. Trimmell, a copy of the original
nevwspaper clipvbling supplled by Ruby Trimmell Gentls, Beges,
Oklahoma, 2nd in possession of the author; Obituvary of
George Paris Vinson, g photostat of the original undated
newspaper c¢lipping in possessgsion of the author.,

53Duncan, Wilson County, p. 619,

?%mﬁs,ggggﬁ,p.Mm
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end plans for buvllding a canal to connect Lake Michigen with
the Illinols River increased the population to 7,590 in 1843.
Ten years later Chicago had its firat railroad from the
East, a canal to the JIllinois River, and a population of
60,650.25 The growth of Chicago paralleled the growth of
the neat-marketing in the regiown, and slaughter houses built
in 21l parts of the town, each with its own stockyards,
made for a confusion of milling, bawling cattle until 1865
when the railroads and packers organized the Union Stockyards
at the edge of town.56

Those with feedlots obtained livestock from various
sources, the most common bheing the smaller farms of the
area. Cattle were bousght a few at a time and gathered into
herds which were driven home for a winter of feeding on
locally grown grain.

The Trimmells and some of their neighbors bought
Loulsiana and Texas cattle in New Orleans during the 1830's
and 1840's, end drove them home to Illinolds. It is likely
that William Trimmell was amoﬁg the crew who took Gurdon

Hubbard's flatboat downriver to New Orleans in 1831.57 He

55Kogen, Chicaro, pp. 66-73.

561034, , vassim,

S7W. P. A., Culde to Illinois, p. LO3.
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apparently accompanied freight downriver regularly. Going
to New Orleans also meant a visit to his parents who
continued to live there as late as 1851, William Trimmell
may have been in Texas during the Mexican War, for his son,
John J. Trimmell, enlisted.58 He was 1in New Orleans buying
cattle in 1848 during the cholera epidemic, and died enroute
home. He was burled in Walnut Hills Cemetery in Cincinnati,
after elmost completing the journey by way of Philadelphia
and the Ohio River.59 Sarah Trimmell remained on the farm
with her three younger children: Mary, 16; Rebecca, 11; and
Paris, 9.

In 1830, William and Sarah and their children had been
the only Trimmells in Vermilion County.éo By 1850, which
was two years after the death of her hushand, Sarah lived in
the vicinity of forty or more relatives. John J. Trimmell,
her eldest son, lived in Collin Township with his wife and
three young children. FElizabeth Vinson, her eldest‘daughter,

lived nearby at the edgc of the prairie with her husband and

58homas Trimmell, Nowata, Oklahona, August L, 1959,
letter to and in possession of the author.

59Reva Hoff, Danville, Illinoils, August 6, 1952,
personal interview with the suthor.

60schroeder, November 30, 1950, citing the Fifth
United States Census of Vermilion County, Illinois, 1830,
letter to and in possession of the suthor.
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two young daughters. William Trimmell II, her second son,
1ived on an adjolning farm with his wife and infant son.
Her second daughter, Sarah Williams, glso lived in the
community.61 Samuel Trimmell, William's younger brother,
lived with his famlily next to John J. Trimmell in Collin
Township, Samson Trimmell, brother to William,62 lived in
thg same community with his family; and Sarah's brother,
Hugh Gilleland, lived in the county with his wife and four
childreneé3

All the Trimmells in Vermilion County in 1850 were
farmers and livestock feeders, and the same was true in

1910. They engaged in other part-time work upon occasion,

and participated in community projects, but their bases of

operation were their farms. John Vinson was Justice of

s

621da H, Harris, 143 West Center, Logan, Utah, November

13, 1968, letter to and in possession of the suthor. MNrs.
-Harris, in researching the famlly of Samson Trimmell's wife,
Indicates the spelling of his name was "Sampson" and that his
birth occurred in Jefferson County, Kentucky, in 1800.
Previous reference was made to his birth elsewhere in 1796,
If born in 1800, Samson Trimmell would have been the eldest
son of Johm "Trammell! and his wife, Ellen; and he would have
been a2 brother to William Triammell who was born in Kentucky
in 1801. Samuel Trimmell was born into the family in 1807,
and one wonders if such similar names would be given to
brothers.

2 .
6JSchroeder, citing the Scventh Unlted States Census

of Vermilioen County, Illinois, 1850,
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Peace for twenty-four years, and also a preacher and horse
doctor when the need arose.64 William Trimmell IT worked
actively at the grass-roots level during the formation of
the Republican Party, and helped obtain a state system of
public education.65 Kelly Trimmell, a son of Paris Trimmell,
was known for his work in the Prohibition Party and the
Methodlst-Episcopal Church.®® William Trimmell III was
active in educational projects, the Republican Party, and
the Methodist Church.67 John J. Trimmell participated in
Masonic, Republican, and Grand Army of the Republic

activities for about fifty years.68

Harvey Piper, slong

with others in the family, promotcd organizations for

advancenments in livestock breecding and marketing.69
Paris Trimmell, Sarah's youngest son, died while

young. Her eldest son, John J. Trimmell, and all of his

children, some of whom were already married with families of

6QJones, Vermilion Countv, I, D. 164,
65Tbid., TT, p. 400.

661vid., II, p. 740.

671pid., I, p. 157.

68Huby Trimnell Gentis, Reggs, Oklahoma, May 17,
1955, letier to and in possession of the author.

69paul D. MeCray, Taylor, Michigan, Sepbember 5, 1961,
personal interview with author,
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thelr ovn, migrated to Kansas in 1873. The other Trimmells
remained in Il1linois untilil after World War I when they
entered lines of work other than farming. Succeeding
generations scattered nationwide and have since beconme

assoclated with numerous occupations.7o

7ODuncan, Wilson County, p. 620; letters to and in
possession of the author from the Tollowing persons: Thomas
Trimmell, Nowatla, Oklashoma, August 4, 1959; Vera Trimmell
McCarthy, Venice, Californie, Februvary 21, 1960; Richard H.
Trimnmell, Downey, California, October 23, 1959; Claudine Long,
Rolla, Kensas, July 6, 1959; Beulah Trimmell Sterling, Downey,
California, May 8, 1964; Ruby Trinmell Gentis, Beggs,
Oklahona, Moy 17, 1955; personal interviewsg with the following
persons:  Guymon Trimmell, Danville, Illinols, August 6,

1962; Cecil Trimmell, Wichita, Kansas, March 16, 1968,



CHAPTER V

TLLINOIS DURING ITS EXPANSION

A frontier settler, by turns, might be a farwmer,
storekeeper, land dealer, lawyer, preacher, Congressman,
Judge, or soldier; or often was many trades at one time.l
Rarely did he progress from one frontier to another

following the same line of work. Wher:s he was successful in

acquiring wealth or credit, he usually remained. The next
frontler usvally was settled by hié children who repeated
the same pattern.

Older settlers rarely migrated except in cases of
economic disaster, and younger people tended to migrate the
shortest possible distance recesssry to obtain land. Very
few miprated hecause they prcferred to be away from other
people.2 A move was not to be taken lightly, and few
looked forward to the strangeness and primitive living on a
new frontier, Hazards were welghed against possible

opportunities before plans were made to relocate.3 Most

lNevins, Pocket History, p. 195,

ZDuncan, VWilson County, passim,

3James D, Callszhan, editor, Jayhawk Editor: A
Biorraphy of A, Q. Miller, Senior (Los ingeles: Sterling

PI‘OSS [ j-:c;)'5—5.-‘j-,-p 0-—23.
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people preferred to remain where they were, and if possible
they modified thelr occupations to fit opportunity in the
changing community.

Emigration, from & word ofvthe nost cheerful

import., came to sound most dismally in my ear,
There is nothing more agreeable to picture, and
nothing so pathetic to behold.u

Kansas and Nebraska were opened to settlement in 1854,
but the Trimmells all remained in Illinois where they had
survived the panic of 1837, and on through the late 1860's
when the initial wave of migration to Kansas began after the
Civil War. Even when the great shocks from the panic of
1873 cauvsed many famllies to relocate, only one branch of
the Trimmells moved westward,

TI1lincis had improved since the 1820's, and few who
had weathered the storms of developing the state wanted to
leave and rcpeat the experience. For the most part, the
Wgeascned! piloneers found the means for living through the
depression. Those who migrated were usually young families
whose local opportunities werc limited,

Illinols was settled rapidly after its admission to
statehood in 1818. By 1830, vhen one-~third of the national

population lived west of the Alleghenies, Illinols was among

i

obert Louls Stevenson, Amateur Emierant, p. 14.
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the larger populated stateses Rapid settlement had hrought
guick developrent of trade and transportation. Public
education was not required by state law for many years, but
Illinois villages formed schools for their children as one
of the first internal improvements, Sometimes the minlisters
promoted village socleties for supporting education, but
often the ploneers simply joined together for making plans
to "git the young'uns educated."6

I1lineis never suffered the 1solation known to early
Kentucky settlers, for the steamboat and mail routes
prevented this, Post offices and trading posts were estab-

lished almost as soon as the region opened. Hezeklah Nlles

founded his VWeekly Register in PBaltimore in 1811, and

published everyday news of commerce, economics, and world
events.”? This served as a mutual contact between different
sections of the country, for it was in wide circulation for
many years.

National awvarencss may have been demonstrated by the
rise in the popular vote. Only 356,000 people voted in the

election of 1824, but 1,500,000 voted in 1836, In 1840, the

5Nevins, Pocket History, p. 185,

6Ford, Illinols, p. 128.

v

"Robert Taylor Stevenson, Growth, p. 399.
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popular vote was 2,400,000, or seven times the total in
182&.8 New voting laws accounted for some of the increase,
and the demands of the frontier settlers caused many of the
thanges which occurred.

Frontier politiclans rarely were orators or
philosophers, They did not consider government to be a
"fraternity of the ruling classY, nor did they regard
legiglation as an art. Districts elected representatlives who
were sent to the legislatures with definite missions to
perform. Each was to represent his home district rather
than to socialize with legislators from other districts,

The children of William and Sarah Trimmell appeared
to possess an affinity for local and state politics.

Seldom did any of them hold elective offices other than
townshlp posts, but they were active in electlion campaigns
and governmental activities after 1845. Along with other
I1linois fermers, the family'!s interest in politics

. paralleled Abraham Lincoln's political carecer.

Johnr Vinson, as Justice of the Peace, knew Lincoln

over a period of several years.9 Young lawyers often

8nevins, Pocket History, p. 188,

9Reva Hoff, Danville, Illinois, August 5, 1962,
personal interview with sauthor.
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followed the circult judges from one district court to
another. Lincoln was away from home six months of the year

defending cases in circuit court during the 1840f%s and

' .1850'8. He spent so much time in Vermillon County that he

formed a law partnership with Ward Lamon in Danville between
1852 and 1857.10 Danville was a small town, and many of the
residents knew Lincoln personally. The Vinsons, Trimmells,
and Pipers enjoyed hinm as an overnight guest from time to
time, and it is doubtful if they visuvalized the glant-sized
"yarn-spinner" as prospective president of the United
States.tl When various factions oprosing the Kansas-Nebraska
bill organized the Republican party in 1856, the Vinsons,
Trimmells, and Pipers hoisted the banner with enthusiasm.

The Tllinols economy wes far from stable in the 1830's
dve to the fluctuvating banking policles, and the need for
capltal to finance internal improvements, National revenues
continued to show a surplus each year, and the national debt
was reduced to a mere $37,000 in 1835.12 Frontier states did

not show such flscal surplus, however, with theélr obligations

10romn J. Dufr, A+ Lincoln, Prairie Iawyer (New York:
Rinehart and Cowmpany, Inc., 1950), pp. 210-216; W. P. A.,
Guide to Illinois, p. H03.

llReva Hoff, Danville, Illinois, August 5, 1962,
rersonal interview with author.

L2Robert Taylor Stevenson, Grouth, p. 371.

]
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owing more rapidly than revenuc,

As was learned in 1836 and 1837, the national surplus
as not what it seemed to be. The United States Treasury
ctually had 1little currency and the surplus consisted

hiefly of land receipts. In 1836, Congress ordered the
“Treasury to deposit the apparent surplus in state banks. As
VFFbranch banks of the Second Bank of tﬁe United States hzad the
surplus out in loans rather than in cash reserve, the manager
of the Second Bank had to call all the notes in within a
year.

The system for selling public lands allowed each $100
to finance scveral eighty-acre farms instead of a single
purchase. FEranch banks made loans to farmers who signed land
as sceurity. Land offices deposited the $100 with the
United States Treasury who re-deposited it in a branch bank
who re-loaned to another famlily who paid it to the land
office. The procedure depended upon extension of credit
untll patrons could meet obligations to the banks, either
from resale of land, or from production revenues, Problems
developed when patrons forfelted land to the banks who, in
turn, forfeited the land to the Treasury when they were
unable to meet obligations in specie. Had more patrons
chosen foreclosure rather than to gsearch for money to pay

the notes as best they could, the economy would have
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suffered more.

The Unlited States Treasury had less currency and more
land than enticipated, and the state banks received less
federal deposit than they had hoped for. The panic of 1873
lasted three or four years, and families generally fared
better than did the state banks and governments who needed
th¢ federal deposits to boost thelr internal improvements
programs .3

States passed emergency tax programs to finance
indebtedness, but farmers lived through the ordeal by
complaining about high taxes, unreliable banxs, and
politicians who simply "couldn't be trusted." On Sundays,
they ate vinegar pie and predicted the next year would be

better.

VINEGAR PIRLY

Two cups water

™o tablegpoonsful vinegar

One cup sugar

Three eggs—-separated, with
whites used for meringe.

(Lemon flavoring if you can
afford to buy it.)

In 1840, most Illinois residents were in agriculturc,

13Nevine, Pocket History, p. 469.

1“Daisy Fe Baber and Bill Walker, Injun Sunaer
(Caldwell, Idaho: The Caxton Printers, Ltd., 1952), p. 41,
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with only 13,180 of the 120,000 population employed in
manufacturing.15 This total did not indicate how many
farmers operated small shops on their farms.

T1linois still had a few "squatters" in 1840,16
Eventually, they sold the frults of their labor for as much

$500 for 160 or 320 acres. They often bought land at a
different location with the proceeds,17 and sometimes they
"squatted" only until they sold sufficlent crops to pay the
filing fee for the land they developed.

The majority of the farmers in Illinois in 1840
would have been classed as small-~scale operators. They
were the more recent immigrants with either 80 or 160 acres
of land still being cleared or broken for cultivation.
Smaller farms barely supported the families with basic needs
during the years of lmprovement snd development.

Large-scale farmers generally were those who had
lived in the state since earller years of settlement.
Sometimes penniless when they migrated, thelir expansion

over a decade resulted in ownership of 500 to 1200 acres of

15pavid M. Potter and Thomas Manning, Nationalism
and Scctionalism in America 1775-1877 (New York: Henry Holt
and Company, 19%9Y, D. 105,

01p1a., p. 118.

:l /TUI‘MCT‘, PJ C)n i(‘l”, po 86.
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land. Much of their land was under cultivation, and extra
livestock and farm products were marketed in New Orleans or
in Atlentic port cities. They had extra money for buying
luxury ltems from manufacturing centers, and extra time for
serving as county officlals or as state legislators.18 The
Trimmells had expanded sufficiently to be considered large-
scale farmers by 1840,

Little freight was shipped down the Vermilion River
from Danville, as the Hubbard Trail had been extended and
was the Chicago-Vincennes State Road in 1834, This gave
Vermlilion County trade outlets to Lake Michigan and to the
Wabash River, and wagon frelght lncreased both in export
and import from the county.19

Where there had been familles with growing children
in the 1840's, there were families of young married couples
in the 1850's, who preferred to locate in the proximity of

thelr parents. Occuvations continued to be agricultural,

but adaptations were made due te the population increases.
The same amount of land had td produce more, and this often
was accomplished through livestock-feeding programs supplying

the Chicago meat markets. This generally was done in

18Potter and Manning, Nationalism and Sectioralisn,
p. 118,

199, P, A., Guide ko Illinols, p. 397.
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conjuriction with grain farming, yet some enterprises vere
devoted exclusively to cattle~feeding. Obtalned locally,
from Mlisscuri and JTowa, or driven from Texas or the High
Plains, the cattle were "finlshed" and marketed from
I1linols farms. BExpansion continued even during the Civil
War when many men and boys were away as soldiers.zo

I1linois was qulck to supportALincoln during the
Civil War. Volunteers always were in excess of the quota,
so the draft was never needed., More than 145,000 men and
boys from Illinois had served in the Grand Army of the
Republic by January, 1864.21.

Sarsh Trimmell sew several of her famlily enlist for
military duty, and saw all of them retuvrn. John J.
Trimmell and his son, William H. Trimmell, both enlisted;22
and John Vingon served as & lieutenant in a regiment from
Vernilion County, and was in several campaigns.23 Their
cousin, Jeames H. Trimmell, a son of Samson Trimmell, served

e long enlistment and used a sword which was preserved by

2OBogue, Proirie to Cornbelt, p. 95.

21Pease, Tllinois, p. 176,

2. .
227pnomes Trimmell, Nowata, Oklahowa, Avgust L, 1960,
letter to and in pcssession of the suthor.

23Jones, Vermilion County, I, p. 164,
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his gI"anc'ichild'rer21P a century after the war ended. No
reference mentions the wartime activities of William
Trimmell II, Paris Trimmell, Harvey Piper, George Brown, and
Gentry Williams~-all sons and sons-in-law of Sarah Trimmell.
There 1s no mention of the wartime activitlies of her nephews:
Henry, Silas, and Danlel--sons of Samuel Trimmell.

Sarah Trimmellt's children and grandchlldren all lived
in Vermilion County in 1870, with some of her grandchildren
married and uvpon farms of thelr own in keeping with the
family tradition of deeding acreage to children for a
tgtart', Parents had established large families of children
on farms in the county since the 1840's, but keeping the next
generation in Vermillion County wes going to be difficult.

John J. and Clarissa Trimmell had seven sons and one
davehter still living at home in 1870, and William H.
Trimmell, their eldest, was already on his own farm,.
Elizabeth and John Vinson had four sons and three daughters
still at home in 1870, with one daughter married and living
nearby. William II and Rosellla Trimmell had two sons
nearly grown and a young daughter. Rebecca and Harvey Plper
had two sons and three daughters, all of whom were quite

young., Paris and Pricilla Trimmell had one daughter and one

2Yptnel Trimmell Dodd, Dixon, Illinois, Jenuary 2,
1960, letter to and in possession of the author.
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son at that time. MNary and George Brown, and Sarah and
Gentry Williams had families for whose futures they felt
responsible. Illinoils land was no longer easy to obtain,
yet the frontier in Xansas and Nebraska would sever family
ties due to ths distance.

A family reunion in 1872 would have included more
than fifty children and graendchildren of Sarah Trimmell.,
The children still living with John J. and Clarissa were:
Richard, born 1847; Peter, born 1849; the twins, Anslum and
Simeon, born 1852; Mary, born 1855; John D,.,, born 1859;
Charles, born 1862; and Cyrus Lincoln, born 18569, and two
years younger than hils eldest nephew.25 William H. Trimmell,
born in 18&3,‘married Elizabeth Hamilton after returning
from the way and thelr children were George and Iva, aged
five and one.26

Children still living with Flizsbeth and John Vinson
were: Sarah Abigall (Abbie), born 1848; William Henson,
born 1851; Francis Levin, born 1857; George Paris, born 1860;
Elizabeth, born 1863; Carrie Belle, born 1866; and Charles
Vesley, born 1869. Mary Ann, born 1845, married George

McCray, and thelr children were John, Ellizabeth, and Willy,

25Paris Otto Trimmell, Wichita, Kansas, November 5,
1960, personal interview with the author.

26T omas Trimmell, Avgust L, 1960,
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aged one to six years.27

Children of Willliam IT and Roseilla Trimmell were:
George We, born 1851; William Paris, born 1852; and Laura,
born 1859.28 Bebecca and Harvey Piper had the following
children: James Paris, born 1858; Jennie, born 1861; Ida,
born 1865; Ellen, born 18568; and Charles, born 1871
Lillie Piper was born two years later in 187&.29

Parigs Trimmell and his first wife, Sarah Cork
Trimmell, had two children: Jane (Jennie), born 1864; and

Kelly Cork, born 1867, After Sarah's sulcide in 1868, Paris

married her younger sister, Ericilla (Z111la) Cork.
Gertrude, born in 1876, was a half sister to Jennie and
Kelly, and was two years old at the time of her father's
death in 18?8.30 No refercnce lists the names and ages of

the children of the Brouwnt's and VWilliamst!, yet they each had

27Reva Hoff, Danville, Illinois, Febrvary 22, 1960,
letter to and in possecssion of the author; Pavl D. HNcCray,
Phoenix, Arizona, Scptember 10, 1961, letter to and in
vrossession of the author.

28Guymon Trimmell, Danville, Tllinois, November 10,
1950, letter to and in possession of the author; Ray Smith
Trimnell, Indianapolis, Indisna, Sepbtenber 13, 1960, letter
to and in possession of the author.

29T ossie Baker Cox, Oalvood, Illinois, August 5, 19562,
personal interview with the author, with reference to Piper
family records in her possession.

30yi114am Paris Trimmell, Topeka, Kansas, April 1k,
1961, letter to and in possession of the author.
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at least one child named William, and lived in the same
‘vicinity.31

The panic of 1873 created the situation influencing
Trimmells to consider migration from Illinols to Kansas,
I1llinois expericnced finsncisl troubles by 1872, and the
rate of mortgage foreclosures almost doubled in the state
during the early 1870'3.32 Families who had borrowed money
for busliness expansion after the Civil War were affected
most severely, while those who were free of debt with savings
tended to bencfit. Shortage of currency cavsed inflation
of specle rather than the deflation experienced in the late
1830's, and those who owed money had to increase production
to meet obligations. As early as 1868, Saint Louis markets
raid only 95 cents per bushel for corn, and less than 3 cents
per pourid for beef and pork. Local markets paid less.33

The panic of 1873 dragged on for nearly five years
before the economy absorbed the shock, 3h and afrfected the

whole country. In general, Americans had too little capital

31Joneo, Vermlllon County, I, p. 120; Flossie Baker
Cox, August 5, 1962.

32Bogue, Prairie to Cornbelt, p. 284,

33Charles €. Howes, This Place Called Kansas (Norman:
University of Oklahowma Press, 1952), DP. 99.

34Nevins, Pocket Historv, p. 469.
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for financing the gquick development of western lands, and
clrcumstances were comparable to the depression after the
War of 1812. The real impetus to the panic was the rush in
raillroad construction and land sales in the West. Little
provision was made for the time lapse between investment and
production, and the crisls came in the winter of 1872-1873
When European markets ceased buying sufficient stock to
underwrite the expansion. Progress came to a halt when
large, well~established banking firms in the East closed
their doors, unable to meet the demands for payment.

Nearly 23,000 miles of raillroad were bullt between
1865 and 1873, or more than one-thlrd of the national total.
Profits from eastern lincs could not cover the obligations
incurred by western extensions bullt previous to settlement.
Stabillity depended uvon patience and continued investment in

2llroad enterprise uvntil they returned a profit from

business in the Great Plains.3d

Over—-investment in agriculture contributed to the
-depression in much the same way as rallroad construction,
for farms on the great plains required heavier and more
expensive machinery. Farmers often borrowed money to buy

land as well as for fencinz and building materials, and

35Webb, Great Plains, p. 278.
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about $500 was neéded for starting a farm on the prairie,
most of which was borrowed money.36 Creditors who could
valt a few years for repayment generally found agriculture to
be & sound investment. Sod had to rot a year after it was
broken, so about all a farmer did the first year was break
sod for the fields, erect builldings, ralise a garden, and
grow enough corn for home usc°37

Nationally, the depression affected agriculture,
manufeacturers whose products decreased in value, merchants

whose customers had little money to spend, railroad companies

who could not pay obligations, banks who received so little
return from customers they could not pay thelr own debts,

and investors who received no profit from the businesses

;,
]
:
g
]
4
?

they financed. Established states such as Illinoils felt

the impact when prices fell on local products, and capital
invested in land, banks, and railroads returned no income.
Manufacturcrs and merchants who operated on credit had too

few cash custoncrs.
The grocer couldn't hire us at Tthe store anymore.
He didn't have enough business to need us, because
nobody had noney to buy what he had to sell. He had
to eat groceries off hls own shelves, but the trouble
was he couldn't get no more groceries unless he paild

Puverett N. Diclk, The Sod House Fiontler 18541
(New York: D. Appleton-Century Company, 1nc., 1937),

37M0Keown, The Qggﬁ; p. 103.
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for them first. He couldn't buy goods on Lime because
the blg business he bought from was having to pay cash
to the bigger businesses they bought goods from. It
made everybody short of money; and no matter how you
figure, it's blamed herd for folks to keep going
without money.

John J. Trimmell financed his cattle~feeding operations
on credit after he came home from the war, and the Inflated
currency brought business losses. With perseverance, he
probably could save his own business within e few years, bhut
several of his children soon would need farms of their own.
It was unlikely that he and Clarissa would be able to
salvage thelr own farm and cxpand enough to help the boys
and lary establish'themselveé. He vas nearly fifty years
old a2nd had to consider the future of eipght children ranging
from the ages of five to sixteen years. Anslum had returned
to Illincis after having lived in Kansas two years, He had
run away from home in 1858 when he felt his parents were too
harsh., He had walked to Kansas at the age of fifteen and
worked several months emong strangers in Linn County, in a
* stone gquarry, on farms, and doing other odd johs. Later, he
had walked to Labette County and spent a year doing railroad
work, well-dlgging, and farm work, and had returned to

I1linois in 1870. Still living in Vermilion County in 1873,

his knowledge of Kansas and the opening of the Osage Lands

381pia., wo. 69.
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In the southeastern counties of the state was a factor in the
family's decision to migrate.39

Both John J, Trimmell and his eldest son, Willian,
could deduct army time from the five-year residence
requirenent for homesteading in Kansas.uo Proceeds from the
salec of their TIllinois holdings would establish John J. and
Clarissa on the frontler, and they might assist the children
as they started farms of thelr own over a fifteen year
period. Both had been with their parents in the eaily years
of Illinols settlement, and had no grand i1deas of adventure
on the frontier. They anticipated discomforts and risks,
and weighed these wlth posslible advantages of relocation.
The decision was made, and the Trimmclls became a part of
the 16,000 families who provecd claims in Kansas in 1872~
187341

Other Vermilion County pbcople who moved to Kansas in
those years were Samuel Kizer, Johnm Phillips, George Wiggins,
Al J. Huffman, and Herbert Peyton who all settled in Wilson

County.“z There 1s no record to show who may have moved to

39Duncan, Wilson County, p. 619,

HOnovle L. Prentis, A History of Xanses (Winfield,

o S

Kansas: E. P, Greer, 1899), P. 12i.

ulHowes, Kansas, p. 31,

w]
s

H2Duncan, Wilson County, pp. 512, 538, 616, 778, 782,
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nearby counties opened for settlement at about the same time.
Nearly twenly per cent of the native-born Illinois persons
lived elsewhere in 1870, and the percentage increased to
twenty-five by 1880.2+3 The census in Kensas in 1880 showed
most Kansas residents had come from Illinois and Missouri.uu
Nearly 100,000 Civil Var veterans were included.”5

The "typical' piloneer in Illinois in 1850 was between
25 and 45 years of age, and had o family before migrating.
Younger pioneers generally were from Ohlo, Indiana, or
Kentucky; and they were establishing a farm for the first

time., OQOlder pioneers usually had suffered financial

reversals on farms in Pennsylvania, Virginia, or New York;
and they had come from the greatest distances.zp6

Younger pioneers in Kancas in 1880 usvally had come
from Illinols or Missouri, while the older ploneers were from
a greater distance.”7 John J. and Clarissa Trimmell were
not “typical! frontier settlers, for the more common
decislion would have been for them to remain in Illinoils while

aiding their children to establish farms on the frontier,

W3pease, Tllinols, pp. 186-187.
bhyowes, Kznsas, p. 31.
L5Prenl1o, Kansas, D. 169,

l"é'ﬂ

Bogue, Irairie to Cornbhelt, p. 23.

47 5ames C. Malin, The Grassland of North America:

as B AT AL PR

ProTegoncmq to Its History (Lawrence: University of kensas

e s et e,

Press, Lo7), p. 289,




CHAPTER VI

SETTLEVMENT OF KANSAS

The Missouri Compromise in 1820 established the
eastern boundary of the territory which became Nebraska,

Kansas, and Oklahoma. Until that time, the Kansas Indians

controlled and occupled most of the eastern half of that
area, wWith a few Osage villages scattered along the eastern
fringe., The more nomadlic trihes of Plains Indians claimed
the western half. Exploring .parties mapped the territory
wmest of the 95th meridlian as the "Great American Desert",l
and 1littlc interest in settling the High Plains occurred for
many years.
By the Indian Removal Act passed in 1830, the United

States covernment reserved the eastern half for relocating

astern Indian tribes., Most land exchanges took place during
the 1830's, but continued until the late 1840's.? A census
of Indians in Kansas made in 1854 enumecrated fourteen tribes

of eastern Indians in addition to the Kansas and Osage

—— -

lyitiian . ZOTNOW, qu\ [
State (NWorman: University of OXiahoma PrCuug 1957, pe B33
Hean Inman, The 014 Ssnta Fe Tralil, th fO“y Ol 2} Croaf
Highway, Second Hdition (ToocLa° Crane nnd Compqny, 99)
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2Zornow, Jovheuk State, pp. 5, 43,
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tribes, and the results showed fewer native Indians than
were relocated by the Indian Removal Act.o

The northern boundary of Kansas was drawn in 1854 by
the Kansas-Nebrasks Act, and the territory was surveyed
officially. Authorized settlement began the same year, and
was limited to the small portion of the territory not
included in Indian Beservations.4 The Kansas River valley,
along with narrow strips along the northern and eastcrn
borders were the chief regions of Kansaslsettled before the
Civil War. Indlan tribal leaders allowed some favored farm
fanilies to Ysquat!" on Indian land, but no valid census of
those fanmilies was made.5 Governor Reeder ordered a census
of ¥ansas in 1855 which counted 8,501 persons.6 Five years
later, in 1860, the vopulation was 107,2086.7

Iach was wriltten of the Free-Staters vwho rushed to

3y. stitt Robinson, Jr., "The Role of tho Military in
Territorial Kansash , Easay i, Territorizl Kansas, Studles

Commoggzutwnf the Cente ﬂﬂi“] COMﬂL tee on Sonial Scilence

Studies, University of Lensss Publications (Lawrence:
University of Kansas Press, 1954), p. 83,

Mowes, Kansas, p. 189.

5Warren Y. Greathouse, Coy7ille, Kansag, a personal
interview with Luther Trimnmsll, June 15, 1954,
6PLGQLLQ, Tansas, DPe 51,

"Yillian B. Connelley, An Avpeal to the Record
(Tope¥as Crane and Company, 1903), P. 112
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save Kansas from slavery, and of the anxious Missourians
who rushed to save Kansas from the Abolitionist. As with
other phases of history, most of what happened in Kansas
between 1854 and 1865 did not sppear in the headlines as
news. New land offices in the castern half of the territory
did a brisk buseiness, and most of the customers pald little
attention to the border skirmishes once past them and enroute
to their destinations.B

Anslum Trimmellt's wife often told of her childhood
migration to Kansas, for the Dougherty family croessed
lMissouri during the border troubles in 1856,

he family encountered nmany mishaps. Upon one
occaslion they were met by armed men and ordered to
turn back, but without effect. An incident of this
journey will serve to show the condition of things
at that time, 1t beling imoressed most vividly upon
the mind of Mrs. Trimmell, who was then only a child.
The family was overtalken by a maen with his throat
cut. He had been set upon by some of the murdcrous
bandg then terrorizing the country, his throat cut,
and left for dead. Reviving, he set out agaln and
traveled with the Doucherty's a day or more when,
on passing a house, he saw two men sitting on the
porch, and recoznizing thew a5 the men who had
assaulted znd left him for dead tvwo days before, he
pulled his pistol without warning and shot then
dead.

Syalter H. Schcerc, "Political Ceowruphic al Aspect
of Territoriazl Xansas", Essay #J, Territorisl Kensas,
Studies Conncriorating the Centes Committee on booJal
Science Studiles, Unlversity of Publications (Lawrcnce:
University of Kansas Press, 1954), p. 5.

Q
‘Duncan, Wilson County, p. 621,
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Further indication that most secttlers endured the
border difficulties only asg a calculated hazard of the
journey is the fact that sixty-~two waterpower gristnills were
operating in Kansas in 1860.lO Several hundred farmers must
have been raisling grain, snd not attending to warfare, and
several thousand acres of sod were broken around several
hundrod homesites, The gristnills wére built to be used,
and more apt description might have becn "Sweating Kansas®
rather than "Bleeding Kansas! |

Organived colonlization such as that associated with
the ectivities of the New England Emigsrant Aid Soclety was
not as common as many historians have indicated. Of the
more than 100,000 population in Kansas in 1850, only 2,834

were born in New England,ll

and many of those persons had

lived in Ohio, Indiana, or Illinois since childhood.l2
Drought was a more general disaster in 1860 than was

border warfare and political controversy. Slxteen months

without rain from June 19, 1859, untll November, 1850,

brought hardship to Kansans of all crecds. Nearly a third

et

O b ~

2 Hlies Igely and V. M. Richards, Four Centuriles in
Kensas (Wichita: WMeCormick-Mathers Publishing Company, 1935),
P. 259,

Llconnelley, Record, v. 112,

12yi11iam A, Mitchell, Linn County, Kansas: A

History (Kansas City: Campbell-Gates, 16287, 2&5&&@-
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of the settlers left the territory leaving their cabins for
others to claim within a few years, and their water wells

for years to come as travs for travelers who cressed the

unnarked prairies. lany of those who did stay, could not

leave because they money was spent and thelr supplies

exhausted., They remzined with 1little, except Intestinal

fortitude, ingenuity, and hopes for the future.13
Husbands hated to go home for meals for they
mnust meet the appeals of theilr wives to cliwmbd
onto their wasons and strike out for "bhack homeV.
Men had thelr worlk and thelr ambitions, and the
drudgery bore hardest on the women,t+
For those settlers who had comc in 1854 or even
earlier, there had been four good crov years, and they
weathered the drouzht better than did the newcomers .15
Those left without reserves rarely perished, but found
nuierous ways of earning money for a subsistence cven though
it meant leaving the families Tor long periods of time

whille working awey from the farmsteauaelé

Almost 211 the early Xensas traffic prassed through

13Prentis, Kansa

PO

1

y P. 91; Duncan, Wilson County,

L . .
ievins, Pocket Historv, p. 353.

5o e
op1oyd B. Streeter, The Xaw, The Heart of the Nation
f
H

1
(The Rivers of America Series, edited by Carl Carmner end
Jeoan Cravford; New York: Rinehart and Company, Inc. 1941),
Pe 220,
16,

licKeown, Them Davs, p. 127.
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what became Kansas City, Leavenworth, and St. Joseph. Prior
to 1900, few persons entered Kansas by way of southern
Missourl, end even the Indlian lands of Oklshonma were
avproached by the military roasd conmecting Fort Leavenworth

with Fort Gibson, Oklshoma, since the 1830t's, The Ozark

B A G e = o

reglon was not settled for many years, since the earlier
pioneers lived north of the lissourl River and along the
Mississippi Biver. Moses Grinter, formerly a soldier at
Fort Leavenworth, established the first ferry across the
Kansas River in 1831, The first white settler in Wyandotte
County, his cabin and trading post became the nucleus of
vhat was later Kensas Clty, Kensas, and housed the first
civilian post office in the territory from 1850 to 1859.17

The brick home built in 1857 to replace the early
Grinter cabin remains as a historic restavrant overlooXing
the Kansas Hiver a century 1ater.18

A trading post was built at the crossing of the
liarials des Cygnes River in Linn County in 1835 to supply
the Pottawatomie Indians, and a military installation named

Trading Post was bullt there in 1842 to serve the traffic

1/nav caret Whittemore, Historic hpn@qm: A Cqutc_li
Sketchhoolr, (Lawrence: University of Kensag Press, L9547,
p. 71,

Y.

18The Crwuter House Restaurant was in operation
during August, 196
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on the military road. Soon moved a few miles south and
renamed Fort Scott, it bhecame the hub Tor ploneer rouvtes
into southeastern Kansas.'?

A stage coach line ran regularly along the military
road during the 1850's and 1860'5,20 and the two railroads
built south from XKansas City between 1858 and 1871 followed
gpproximately the same route through Fort Scott to Baxter
Springs and Chetopa,21

Steamboat passengers hardly noticed Kansas City in
1855, since therec was but a landing pier with one street
running back uphill to a village of less than a hundred
houses hidden in the trees.? There was 1little change for
ten years, or until after the railroasd crossed into
Wyandotte County in 1866 and the cluster of settlements in
the vicinity of the Jjuncturec of the Kansas and lMissouri
Rivers became the metropolis of cross-country traffic. A

bridge spanning the Missourl River was opened July 3, 1869,

19F1tche?1 Linn County pe 1173 Zornow, Jayhawk
State, . 17k,

200. Ve Geedlander, Early Davs of Fort Scott (Port
Scott, RKansas: Honitor Publishing Company 1900), o Passim;
Mitchell, Linn County, ». 117,

21

oodlander, Fort Scott, pp. 110, 124, 131-133.

22plise D. Isely, as told to Bliss Isely, Sunbonnet
Deys (Caldwell, fdsho: Caxton Printers, Ltd., 19 ))) Do 5/.
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amid fanfare and Speech--n‘..aking,23 but the cilties of
Leavenworth and 5t. Josepn were without bridges until early
1872, %4

Frontier migration resumed vigorously after the end
of the Civil War duve to avellable lands, promotion of rail-
roads, livestock grazing on the High Plains, and developments
in machinery for larger acreages,25 Many of those who had
left during the drought years returned 1ater,26 and
eventually the panic of 1873 caused an increase in settle-
ment.

Abraham Lincoln signed. the Homestead Act in 1862, and
the Department of Agriculture grew more active in the
intreoduction of new crops end new farnm machinory.27 Plains
farming was concurrent with what amounted to an sgricuvltural
revolution, for there was a marked transition from hand tools_
to machines between 1870 and 1890. The transition occurred
on almost all farms west of the Alleghenles, and future
changes in farm machinery were predominantly perfections and

mnodifications of the mid-nineteenth century inventions

23Goodlander, Fort Scott, p. 122.

2]‘H'Ihittemoro, Historic Kansas, p. 74.

25Martin Ridee, "Wnhy They Went West," The Ancrican
H_E}St: I, # (AU_[;’HSJG, 196);')9 p. 83.

P
2ODick, Sodhouse Frontier, p. L3,

27Ibide, P. 83
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developed in the American lfidwest., Daniel Morgan Boone, son
of the noted explorer and father of the respected Indian
agent, was stationed in Xansas in 1827 by the United States
Government to assist the relocated eastern Indians in

learning to farm in the new olimate,28

and he became
precedent to expanded interest in socleties for the
improvement of new crops and new techniques in American
agriculture,

After the Ksnsase-Nebraska Act in 1854, the Indians in
Kansas gradually ceded thelr reservation lands in exchange
for lznds in what later became the state of Oklahoma. The
Osapse Indians held large areas of land in southeastern
Kansas aflter other tribeg had ceded most of thelr land.
The Osages sold Kensas lands to the railroad companles in
1869, and most moved to Oklahora. Due to a ten-year
controversy over Ysauatlers rights'" the funds were held in
trust for the Indians, and the reglilons were officially
opened for settlement in 1850.,29

Sixty per cent of Xeansas was settled through vre-
emption and homesteading, and the remaining forty per cent

vas awvarded to rallrozd companies, educational institutions,

28 mittemore, Historic Kansas, p. 96.

29Zornow, Jayhavk State, p. 103,
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and other social projects financing construction with
resale of gift lands.’® Pioneers had filed for about
26,000,000 acres of Kansas land by 1873, and the Osage lands
were some of the last to be claimed. T

Homesteading was more popular in print than in

practice, as only 58,170 final entrics had been made by
1890.32 Wot even half the Civil Var veterans who settled
Kansas took advantage of the waiver of residence requirenent,
for the 1890 population of Kansas was 1,423,485 or about
300,000 families, of whom about one~thlird included veterans
23 heads of households.33 Less than one-half the claims
entered were transferred or oommuted.B& Most of the more
experlenced farners pre-empted land rather than to
homcstead becavge they could obtalin title more quickly and
use the Jand for financing machinerv or iImprovements. Those
filing homestead claims often were inexperienced hopefuls
who cane to the frontier unprevared for farming. Sometinmes

they selected land unfit for cultivation, but morec often

O1bid., p. 171.
BICallahan, Javhawk Fditor, p. 15.

32

~Zornow, Javhawk State, Tve 171,

33Prcntis, Kansas, pe 203.

3

Zornow, Jayhawlt Stote, p. 171,
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forfelted claims because they were not equipped to succeed
on the plains vwhere agriculture had become a compaeratively
technical vork.

Factories marketing new machines found an eager
market in Kansas and Nebraska., A self-governing windmill
was invented in 1854 and a factory built in Chicago in 1862,
wlth others soon to meet the demand of railroad companies
and farmers who needed windmills to pump underground
water.35 The first chilled~steel plow was designed by
James Oliver of South Bend, Indiona, in 1858, and
modifications moking 1t a gang plowvsoon met the needs of the
western farmerﬂ.Bé

Ben ¥. Appleby spent a winter with hils cousin near
Trading Post, Kansas, and designed the twine binder while
employed in the local three-man broom factory. He had a
large factory in Minneapolis by the early 1880's and hired
his Kansas friends as salesmen throughout the Midwest,
where the twine binder proved better than the wire binders

in the 1870'3.-37 MeCormick and Deering combined forceg and

35Car1 I'e Kraenzel, The Great Plains in Transition
(Worman: University of Oklohonm Press, 1955), DP. 131,

3
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Haurice Frink, V. 7. Jackson, and Agnes V. Spring,
5 Wog King (Boulder: Universlity of Colorado Press,

37Mitchell, Linn Countwv, DD. 323=-32L; Nevins, Pocket
History, p. 303.
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made a twine binder in 1880, the year in which steam
engline threshers appeasred on the market. A combination of
the reaper and threshelr was made in the same decade. The
"combline" was not practical until powered with an internal
combustion engine, for the original stean-engine tractors
were a fire hazard in the fields of ripe grain.38

Corn and wheat were the chilef farm crops in early
vears of Xansas farming, with sorghums popular within a
‘few vears. Transporting grain was costly, so livestock
farming predominated with crops grown for feed, and patches
of cotton and flax for home use.39 Farmers in Kansas and
NebraskXa profitecd from cattle even throush the panilec of
1873 when those farther east had to cut back their herds.
Cheap Texas cattle purchased at the edge of Indian Territory
at Daxter Springs, Chetopa, or Coffeyville were used to
enlarge domestic herds in the early yearc, and half the
Kansas cattle were cross-breeds in 180,.rO Local meat-
packing plants end railway refrigeration soon mnade livestock

farming the chilef business of the plaines,

38nrdcn701 Great Plains, p. 134%; Nevins, Pocket
History, p. 36k, -

3%Robert €. Athearn, Hirsh Country Emvire: The Higzh
Plains and the Rockies (New York: HMHeGraw=-Hill Book Comnqnv,
1950), p. 137,

4O7orpow, Jayhewk Staote, p. 149; Howes, Kansas, p. 95;
Streeter, Iaw, . 203,
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Livestock farming, as a businesc, grew from different

origins than ranching operations in the High Plains. Ranching
developed from open grazing, and was primarily concerned

with supplying feedlots with cattle rounded up and shipped

or driven to the regions where grain farming had advanced
enoush to vroduce crops in excess of family use.”l

The Trimmells, arriving in Kansas in 1873, used the
first years for improving thelr farms with bulldings and
fenceg, opening Tilelds for cultivation, and Tor producing
enoush grain and food crops for private use. They phased
into livestock farming within a few years, for the abundance
of cheap cattle made this a vrofitable way in which to

narket the hay and grain grown on thelr farno,

hlJohn A. Edvards, In thn Xeqtorn Tongue (Wict
The McCormick-Armstrone Prouu, 20), passii.
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CHAPTER VII
TRIMMELLS IN KANSAS

The total population of Vermllion County, Illinoils,
increased more than thirty per cent between 1870 and 1880,
yet the rural townships of Blount, Oékwood, and Pllot each
increased less than ten per cent.1 Birth of children would
have nmade more increase than that had all the famllies
remalned in rural areas. Established farmers who survived
the economic depression of the late 1860's had to increase
acreagsc and enlarge overations duve to lower prices of
produce, and this raised the price of land in relation to
production. Livestock and farm products were valuved at
#$3,159,545 in 1870, but decreased to $2,628,585 in 1880.
Value of land rose from $14,080,111 in 1870 to §$15,702,103
in 1880.%

Economic conditions caused some farm famllies to
change occupations and relocate in urban areas of the county,
but many repeated the ploneer experlences of their parents

and grandparents by migrating to the western frontier,

lTenth Census of the United States, 1880, pp. 25, 113,
2Compendium of the Minth Census of the United States
370 (Washington: Government Prlntln" Office, 18837, p. 698

28

'u)
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Despite sophlistication in other sections of the nation,
frontler regions west of the lMissourl were settled in the
primitive manner used on earlier frontiers. Within a few
years, better machinery improved fairming methods, but the
initial ground-breaking was still tedious and primitive
work.

Joihm J. Trimnell, with his wife and nine children,
drove to Yansas in 1873 with wagons laden with possessions
they knew they would need for developing the frontier.J In
Kansas, the depression of the early 1870's had driven out
nost of the petty sveculators, and experienced Tarmers
relocating on the frontier found opportunity awalting themn”
The number of ranches increascd in the High Plains, and
livestock farmers in eastern Kansas and Nebraska found
cattlefceding profitable from the beginning, except in
those years when extreme weather conditions interfercd.d

The lMissourl River bridge, four years old in 1873,

and the seven rallroads made Kansas City a transportation

hub end one of the important livestock and meast-packing

S3Duncan, Wilson County, p. 619.

bRidee, "Why They Went West," pp. 47,54,

Lg SWebb, Great Plains, p. 231; Athearn, High Country,
p. 138, 2ountry
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6 The

centers by the time the Trimmells passed thiough.
popvlation was only about 3,000,7 yet 1t was a growling city
with many changes sinee Anslunm Trimmell had been there a
few years before. The Kansas City Stockyards, bullt in 1871
by a joint stock company, overated as a feeding and transfer
yard,8 and Tifty years later Anslum Trimmell would boast
that he had driven enough steers to Kansas City to make a
line double-breast to Coyville, and that he had drunk enough
whiskey to set a bottle on every fence post between the two
towns.9

John J. Trimmell, with his wife and two youngest
sons, Charles and Cyrus, sSettled between the villages of
New Albany and Longton in what became Elk County.lo The
seven older chilldren filed for their own land and lived at
various locations in southeastern Kansas, and changed sites

oftcen during the first years to obtain land desirable for

6A. Theodeore Brown, Frontier Community: Kensas City
ro 1870 (Columbia: University of lMissourl Press, 1661),

PP. 227-229,

7Sparks, National Development, p. 154,

8Streeter, Kaw, p. 191; Frink, Grass Vas King, p. 48,

Q .

Imther Trimmell, Coyville, Kansas, Tather of the
author, discussion of conversations with his grandfather,
Anslun Trimnmell,

10Dunoan, Vilscn County, p. 619,
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rermanent homes. Heads of households, ne matter of what age,
could file for land or pre-~cnpt. mmarried girls and widows
could file for land, but married women were exclvded, 1l

Flk, lLabette, HMontgomery, and Wilson were new
counties in 1873, and were made up of former Osage lands.
New land offices were opened during the 1870!'s at
Independcnce and Neodesha along with areas in the western
part of the state.}? Willism H. Trimmell and his fanily
settled near Cherryvale in Montgomery County, as did
Richard Trimmell and John D, Trimmell. Peter Trimmell lived
near Neodecha in Wilson County; Simeon Trimmell near Buffalo
and Anslunm Trimmell near Coyville also were in Wilson County.
After leaving the home of thelr parents, Charles and Cyrus
farmed near Parsons in Labette County, and Cherryvale in
HMontgomery County.13 No record indicates where Mary
Trimnell Horris and her fanily lived prior to the death of
her husbhband, yet she and her children lived with Anslun at
Coyville much of the time., She and some of her grown

children nigrated to the vicinity of Laramie, Wyoming, in

ijercy C. Ebbitt, Emierant Life in Kansas (London:
Swan Sonnenchein and Company, 1885), p. 52,

125choewe, "Territorial Kansas," p. 5.

3parris Otto Trimmell, Wichita, Kansas, Novenber 6,
1960, personal interview with auvthor. :



about 1900,

Southeastern Kansas was settled rapldly in the late
1860t's and the 1870!'s, even though the last of the Osage
lands were not ovened until 1880. FElLk County hzad a
population of 1,397 in 1870 and 10,623 in 1880; lMontgomery
County had 7,564 in 1870 and 18,213 in 1880; Wilson County
increased from 6,694 in 1870 to 18,312 in 1880; and Labhette
increased from 9,973 in 1870 to 22,735 in 1880.15 The state
of Kansas had 10,400 farms in 1860, 38,202 in 1870, and
138,561 in 1880.16 Of the 287 heads of families intervieved
in Wilson County in 1901, 145 were natives of Ohio, Indiara,
Illinols, or Pennsylvanlia. Twenty were forelgn born, and
twenty-one wercnatlves of EKansag. Though native to scattered
states, more than 80 per cent had come to Kansas from
I1linois znd lMissouri.l?

Anslum Trimmell follovied a pattern simllar to many of
the younger settlers who migrated to the frontler without
funds, He filed for land at the north edge of lontgonery

County in 1873, bullt a small house on it and, in 1874,

4
l .Il‘j‘g_ 4

LoPenth Census of the United States, 1880, pp. 29-30.
101bid., pp. 52-55.

17Duncen, Wilson County, passlii.
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married Sarah Ann Dourherty. They lived In thelr new home
about six months, then =old it and rcnted a tract nesar
Necodesha in Wilson County. They grubbed, cleared, and
tilled this for three years, after which they rented another
{farm where they lived two years. Efforts in business had
been reasonably prosperous and they had a little surplus
money, so they chonged locations by mbving thelyr fawmily
overland to Coloradc. Not liking the looks of Colorado
land, they returned at once to Wilson County and rented a
Tarm from Trank Welker for two seasong before they bought
thelr original lMontgomery County claim for $200. Four years
later, they sold that for $1,600 and bought 100 acres near
Coyville, the purchase price being $2,700 for which they
used 51,600 cash and went into debt for the balance. At
that time, they engaged regularly in the cattle business,
and that 100 acres became the nucleus of the 1038 acres
they owned near Coyville in 1900,

Anslum Trimmell bought and shippred any kind of
animal which showed progpect of profit. Sometimes he lost
money, but on the whole his position at the end of each
yYear showed a gain. He occasionally borrowed sums of money
considered unsafe by the conservabtive farmers, but made the
ventuvres with no loss of property ox repute. By 1900, he

shinped on the average of 50 boxcars of cattle annually in
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addition to several dozen hogs. An average of 3000 busghels
of grain produced annually was mostly fed on the Tarm. Hay
was harvested from preirie lend a few miles away.

The Tamily took an enthuslastic interest in civic
and political affalrs in addition to thelr farming business.
Life had changed enormously for Anslum Trimmell since he had
spgnt those three years as a youngster working on well-
digsing crews, in rock quarries, and as a Tarm hand some
thilrty ycars beforc.18

Minerals were lmportant to the Kansas economy almost
from the beginning of scttlement., Stone was quarricd fTor
rallroad building, and cozl was mined for powering the
locomotives. Lead and zinc verce found in Cherokec County in
the 1870t's, and in 1900, Cherryvale had the lareest lead and
zinc smelter in the nation.l? Natural gas was found nesr
Tola in 1871, and develoved in the 1890t's when demand
increased.29 W, H., Mills discovered crvde oil on the bank
of the Verdigris River on the 7. J. Normen farm at the edge
of Neodesha in 1892, and continuous production began the

following year.dl Norman #1 1is listed as & historic site,

ate, pp. 269~290.
ZOPrcntis, Kensas, p. 237.

County, p. 673.

oy



for this was the first petrolewn found west of Indiana.
Bighty-seven wells were producing a delily average of four
barrels each when the Standard 011 Compeny refinery opened
in April, 1897,22 The salt industry in central Iansas grew

rapidly during the 1880's, and had reduced the price of this

e

precious comnmodity in the IJ sslissippl Valley. 23

Almost forty years after the Kensas-Nebraska Act
which created Kansag as a territory, the World's Columblan
Exposition opened in Chicago. There had been lean years of
drought, grasshoppers, and Tinancial depresslon; there had
been Tactional strife in the government, epldenlcs of small-~
pox and diptheria; there had bheen range war betiieen the
cattlemner and the farmers., Yet, the intrepid Kansans
survived the disasters and progressed in the fruitful years,
They opecned the Kansas pavillion at the Columblan Exposition
in September, 1893, and proudly displayed the products of
thelr ingenulity and effort. The pavilion included exhibltis
planned by schools and colleges, by farmers and livestocknen,
by .mining and forcstry intereétx, by railroad companies, and
by manufacturers and homemakers. From the authorization by
the state legislature until the pavilion opened in Chicago

represented two and one-half years of vpreparation; and to

.
22z0rnow, Javhavk State, pp. 289-290,

ZBICCHth, EKansas, v. 160,
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the ploneer famliliesm of Kansas, dlsplays of their success a

O

I3

the World's Columbhian Exvosition meant much the same as a

. . . 2

victory celebration.
John J,., Trimmell, though having been a large-scale

livestock farner in Illinois, had a modest farm in ElX

- 25 . o et s

County in 1900.~ He was enjoyed for his jovial disposition

and reckless mannerisms. Children in the community were

ettracted to the two-wheeled cart towed by the fastest

horse he could Tind to hitch between the shafts. Belng

large of girth and stature, he rilled the front seat, and

other passengers rode In the swaying, churning rear seat

vspended behind the axle. He was the hero of any chlld

invited to accompany him cross-country on his frequent tr
. 24
Tfor errands or vislting in the five-county area,.

A Tamily reunion of Joln J. Trimmell's childrern,
crandchildren, and great-grandchildren in 1900 would have
included more than foriy-five descendants. Williom H.
Trimmell, his eldest son, had died in 1823, but would have
been represented by four children all grown and married, and

six grandcnildren. George C. Trimmell lived in Montgomery

25 .
“Duncan, Wilson County, p. 620.

Z - _ - .
ZOAuwusta Bexrtenghaw, Fall River, Iansas, June, ]9’1
interview with the author, recalling cnildhood acquaintanc
with John J. Trimmell,
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Countys Richard e Trimmell lived near Garanctt, Keansasgsy Iva
had married David Xable and lived in Toledo, Onio; and Lee
Trimmell also lived in Toledo.

John J. Trimmell!s sccond son, Richard, and his wife
Cora, lived near Cherryvale, Fansas; and their five older
children: RBlanche, Pearl, Vernon, Zoe, and Vera still
liyed at home. Glenn, the youngest, was born in 1601

Peter Trimmell, the third soil of John J. Trimmell,
lived in Neodccha and worked at the Standard 011 Refinery.
His flrst wife and two of their children had died in 1897,
and he had rccently married Laoura Davis. His daughter, Ruby
lived at home, and hils youngest child, Beauvannah, was born
in 1901.

Anaslum, another son of John J. Trimmell, lived near
Coyville with his wife, Sarah. ‘heir two older sons,
Rollie and Charles, were married and lived near thelr
varents, and they cach hzad one child, Jusdon, Nellie,
Milton, Parris, Lena, and Ernest gtill lived a2t hone,

Sineon, twin brother of Ansiwn, made hils permanent
homne ot Coyville, but worked in the 01l filelds muach of the
vear. Vhen he and his wife were divorced in about 1880,
he left his farm near Buffalo. His daughter, Florence,
lived with Simeon periodically, but the family heard no

more of her after she declared her intentions of becoming a



circus dancer in the 1890's and leflt Coyvillc.27

John D, Trimmell, the sixth son of John J. Trimmell,
had died in about 1880 when he was lJess than twenty-five
years of age, His widow remarried and lived in the vicinity
of Cherryvale, His dauvchter, Grace, married Purl Devaney
and lived nearby untll the early 1900's iwThen she and her
fanlly nigrated to the frontier in Idaho.28

The three children of Charles Trimmell lived in
Coyville with Magoie Huffman. After his wife died in 1893,
the children never lived with Charles; and Clythero, Clzude,
and Pansy assumed thelr father scttlcd somewhere in
Oklahoma thoush they never knew for certain.??

Cyrus Lincoln, the youngest son of John J. Trimmell,
lived with his family on a fTarm necar Cherryvale in 1900,
His children were Lee, Roy, James C., and Edith.

Hary Trimaell HMorris had lived at Coyville period-
ically, but was in WUyoning early in the 1900's., Her eldest
son, James P. MNorris, served in the Spanish-American War

vnder the assumed name of Sinclalr, and the Tamnlly never

Z/Parris Otto Trimmell, Wichits, Kansas, November 6,
persomal Intervicw with the auvthor.

29by Trimmell Gentls, Begsgss, Oklahoma, September,
1950, versonal interview with the suthor; Clavdine Callahon
Long, holla, Kansas, July, 1959, letter to and in possession
of the author.
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heard fTrom him directly after hls enlistwent. A post cerd
bearing a photo of the railsing of the lalne in Havanns Harbor
vas addressed to Anslum Trimmell during Vorld War I. Anong
the crow on the photo was a saillor the family assumed to bhe
James lMorris, for the card was sddressed to "Uncle Anse,
Coyville, Kansgas.," HNo further word was received .0

Clarrisa leadc Trimmell died in 1893, after a
mnarriage of about fifty ycars. In the same year were the
deaths of WYillian H. Trimmell, her son, and the wife of
Charles Trimmell. The small-pox epldemic may have been the
cause, JL

John J. Trimmell remarried in 1898, and continued to
live ncar Longton, Kansas, An injury Ifrom an accident led
to his death on Christmas Day of 1906, after an action-
packed lifetime of more than &2 years.32 This grandson of a
I'rench seaman vas a native of Kentucky, reared on the
Illinols frontiecr, and becamnc & ploncer in Kanscas. He lived

to seec some of his children and grandchildren settle the

Tfrontiers of Oklahoma, Wyoming, and Idsho.

301 uther Trimmell, Coyville, Kensas, recalling an
event occurring during his childhood,

3l1pad.

BZRuby Trimmell Gentis, Pemos, Oklohona, May, 1955,
letter to and in possession of the author.



CHAPTER VIII

SUILIARY

Periods of wapid scttlement of frontier regilouns
corresponded with periods of economic disaster in commumitles
the piloneers left behind. This study has been concerned
éhiefly‘with the attitudes and environment of piloneer
farmers., What sort of people set aboult develoving the
wilderness into cowmmaities “just as good, or better? than
the homes they had left?

Relating several generations of one fanily to
guccessive frontler reglons provided a good frame of

reference, Apparently, bpioneering was considered a solution

BEEEN

—

of last resort in most families and not a pursult of color-
ful tradition. Robert Louls Stevenson wrote that immigration
Wags romantic to envision and describe, but very vathetic to
behold, He had learncd the difference between legend and
expericnce.

Rough and rursed pioncers who scttled the successive
frontiers of the American Midwest during the nineteenth
century brought sabout thelr own obsclescence through their
incenious Inventions which revolutionlized Tarming methods.

Vhere the »iver citlies hod scorned the "kaintucks!" who

brought vroduce to market, a century later the technlica
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and sclentific farmers tended to avold the crusty survivors
of an earlier era.

Kentucly experlienced o settlement boom in the 1790's,
and the economic conditions followling the VWar of 1812 brought
2 surge in the settlement of Il1llinois, Timbered lands were
clainmed first and cleared for cultivation, for the pralrie
sod was almost Inmpossible to bresk with the farm tools
cormnonly uvsed unitil the 1840t's and 1850's,

Machinery designed and produvced for use on the
prairie Tarms of the American Midwest revolutionized the
nation's agrlculture 1rn the cource of a few years. Steel
production increased greatly during the 1830's and 1840ts
moliing ooszlible the mass production of eguipment such as
reapers, gang plows, shovelled cultivators, threshing
machines, mowers, balers, and press mills for grinding grain.
Parbed wire Tencing, windmill pumps, and steam-engine

tractors appeared on the market as a result of need on the

gl
D

o

High Plains.,

Mo longer could a famlily develop a wilderness farm
with & hoe, an axe, end hard work. Credit and financing
vere difficuvlt for the ploneer farmer to understand, because
he had little schooling and nho experience in banking. The
rrestest deficiencicas of those developing the frontier ceen

to have been Jack of long-term financing and failure to
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provide reserves to absorb the fluctuations of money values.
Farning methods had changed 1ittle through the

centuries so long as timbered land could be clearcd for
cultivation. Hand tools and hanrd work provided food for a
Tanily and surpluvs for a little cash. Breakling the pralxie
sod became the iupetus for the agricultural revolution, for
this required machinery of s larger and more expensive kind.
Ferming became a business, rather then o way of life.
Mechanical aptitude to operate the machinery, ccoanomic
aptitude Tor manacing finances, and the technlcal awareness
Tor obhserving new strains in sceed, livestock and trends in
marketing were needed for successiul farmin Those who
attempted to continue with hand labor end no cducaticn

ually could not succeed on the proirie farns and were
forced to seek different occupations.

Johnt "Irimncls," a secamnan Living in FPhiladelphle in

1790, later lived in various inltand locations snd finslly
in New Orlesns,., His children bcoecame frontier farmers,
Thic study is concerned chiefly with his second son,
Villiam Trinmell, and his descendants. From the [1linois
frontier in the 1820's to the Oklahomrma frontier in the
18901s, different gencratlions of the Trimwell fomily were
revresented among the ploncers. Prior to World Wexr I, this

family was almost cixelusively envloyed in agricultuvre, and
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in the years folloving World Var I1, very few remainced upon
Tarns.  The sfudy of this famlly in conjunction with frontier
hiastory has served to indicate the short period of time in

which the agriculitural revolution took place.
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