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CHAPTER I
INTRODUGTION
The Nature of the Study

The taking of the state diﬁlmma. exeminations has long been a problem
4o the elementary classroom teaoher end the parents of elementary sehool
children as well as to the children themsmelves. It has presented a problem
in several weys. The prineipel concern of ally of these groupﬁ has been that
of fenr. Parents have‘ been afpéxid thet their children would not pass, and
have goaded the c‘hildren tb efférta gometimes beyond theif cepacity. The
temcher has been filled with a fear concerning her job. It is her realigatlon
that she is depended upon by the oommunity to get the children past the ex-
aminations. The very word "exeminations" fills the child so full of féar
thet his year long concern is that of passing the exeminations at the expense

of everything else.
Often, the writer has been asked by parents and board members, "Why

do our children have to sram for these county exeminations?" The writer hes
heard, also, from the lips of teachéra, such stetements as "Oh, if T could
only be free to teach!i" ‘

On the other hend many administfators and teachers on the secondary
" gohool level believe that the teste are necessary as an administrative
measure end as en assurance that t'h'e child will be ready for secondary work.
h’idny of these proponents of the diplome examination feel that fear of pro-
motion is deslrable to promote beat efforts.

In view of the foregoing stetements, it would appear that there la &

real difficulty involved in the question of the state diploms exeminations.



Hence it is the purpose of this study to attack the problem from
several angles and to try to gleen a concensus of opinion in a oritical but
impertisal menner. The study naturslly takes the form of the question, "Shall

we do sway with the state diploms exeminations?"
History of the Diplome Examination

The Kansas Leglslature pessed the Con@qﬁ School Diplome m in 1813.
The law re;quireé an average gmde of 80 per cenf in all subjects end no
grade below 60 per acent. The sub.jacta in which examiﬁationa were required
ares rlaading’, writing, grammar, spelling, Kansas history, Unlted States
history, civil govermnment, agriculturé, arithmetis, geography, physiology
gnd olasgivs. During theae twenty~four years the law hes remained the ssme.
First and seabnd olass cities have never given ‘the exeminations, and in
vacent yeers some County Superintendents have all&wed oeﬁain third class
oity elementary schools, if they are connected with senior high schools and
are under the seme supervision, to do thelr own promoting. But the ma jority
of schools still oonoent::ate their efforts upon preparing children in the
seventh and eighth grades for the diploma examina‘bions’, The exaninetlons
heve changed somewhat in fomm, and during the pest two years during the
process of change in the state course of study, the examinatlons have been
changed, elso, in conbent, but they‘ have remained of a factual neture. The
gtate oourse of study has become flexible, allowing for the inolusion of

work to Fit particular community needs, while the test is the same for all

pupils everywhera.



Prwiouﬁ Studies

A study bf this field‘ shows thaﬁ: there have been no oareful studies
of tha problem, and very little ini‘omation is availeble on the subject.

The Xanses Temchor! conducted an open forum dlscussion om the sub Jaoct.
Five County Superintendents of Schools were asked to make suggestioms from
thelr observations, Contributing superintendents were Arlone Richerdson,
Council Grové, Kenses; K. A. Callahan, Merquette, Kanses; Mrs. Ii‘dna L. Cabb,
Dodge City, Kenspa; Howard O. Stone, Weglmorsland, Kénsae; Se Rahért‘xnighﬂ,
- Mound City, Kensas.

B. B Stoneciphera has compiled date in regard to county school super-
vigion or helping teavhers in addition to the County Superintendent. The
meaning of helpiﬁg tenchers is explained snd a progrem of supervision is out-
lined, The helping teacher would supplent the diploms exeminmtlons. In
this gtudy statiatiokal data on teacher qualifioations snd preparation é.re

glven.
. Method of Procedurs

This study has been made in en attempt to present facts that will
elther strengthen the cause of the present state diploms exemination and its
method of administration, or will lend impetus to the ever inoreasing senti-

ment against the present system. The writer's plan hes been to give the

1 %ghould the Eighth Grade County Exeminatious Be Supplanted By Some
Other System?" in the Kansas Teacher, Vol, 4:2, No. 3, pp. 128-15 (Kerch, 1936).

2 B. E. Stonecipher, The Elimination of Diplome lxaminations Through
the Employment of Helpin% TeRohora TOr RKANGRS HUral GOLOOLS. (Renses
fongress o PArents and Tepohers, Mey, 1080, BULLetin.)




faote and opinions am they were found. Then it hes been his plan 4o sum-
marize these polnts and to make recommendations lesding toward & better
gystem if he felt the evidence warranted such récméndatien.

" As the problen was sbudled it was found that certifioation of teachers
a8 well as the examinations themselves was involved in the problem: Conse~
‘quentl‘;y, Y study of thal relation of‘ teaaher p}ep.ara-bion' in regard to the
exeminations waa médo. fummer Counby was iuwd as a sample county.

The bulk of the study had ﬁoycame from tﬁa mpinioﬁ of educetors based
upon their observations and éxpérianoea. Working from thisg angle, 1@tt:érs
were gent to eacﬁ County Superintendent in the gtate.® The letters asked
for en unconditional answmr’aa to whether the examinatlion should he ébolishad,
as well as a general a’;e.tem,ent explaining the réaaon for the ansvmﬁ.

The second group of opinions were ‘receivad from the State Departments
of Bducation of Nebraska, Missouri, lowe, Oklahoma, and Colorado.? fThese
statey ﬁere seleoted becausae of their'similarity in types of schools as
judged by their slmilarity in types of communities.

The tests, themselves, wers studied snd compared with former tests.DB
Types of Date Collected

The followlng typee of data were received from sources previously
mentioned,

1. An unconditioned "yes" ox "no" from 97 of the 106 County Super~

5 gee appendix for letters msking for opiniona.

4 ge0 appendix for lebters asking for opinions and materiel from State
superintendents.

6 gee sppendix for samples of the diplome tests.



intendents in regard to the abolition of the diplome exeminations.

2, Opiniong of County Superintendents es to what is wrong with the
present system. |

3+ Opinions of Gounty Superiutendent as to why the present system is
jusitified. - |

4. Material ou’ulini‘ng‘the plang used in nmighboring states.

E,V‘oypiniam of gtate _Bupasnin“cendénta and state slementary school
ﬂupewisbra of néighboring gtates. :

6. The a«ﬁif‘ioaﬁibm, hours of college oradit and number of failures
per type of gertificate among temchers inm Sumner Qounty.

7. Samples of teate.



CHAPTER II
DOES CERTIFICATION OF TEACHERS HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE PROBLEM?

Binee teather preparation is basio to the problem of changing the pro=-
motion plan fé}‘rural aighth grade graduntes te high school, an attempt was
made to find out juat‘what thé educationsl qualifications of teachers are.

- Bumner County wamuuaed as‘a pample county and the teachers wers grouped as to
certificabion, whiéh ;n‘moat cagen 1s based on college credit in hours. The
tables spmak for themselves in indiocating the pertinent items regarding
teacher pr«p&ration.

Table I presents the twelve temchers holding the Life Certificats,

while Table II shows the thirty-nine teachersg helding the Three Year gtate

Gertificete. Teble III and Table IV show the stetus of the eighty-seven

teachers holding the First Grade end Seoond Grede County Certificates respec-

tively. Table V presents the six teachers holding the Normal Treining Cer-

tificate. Table VI summerizes the firat five tables and Tables VII and VIXII

present dete concerning the oity and village schools of the ecounty.



TABLE T

THE WUMBER OF COLLEGSE HOUES, AND YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE
OF LIFE OERTIFICATE TERACHERS IN SUMNER COUNTY RURAL
“BOHOCLE, 1986-1536, TOGETHER WITH THE NUMBER
OF EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS TAKING THE

. QUUNTY EXAMINATIONS AND THE
FUMBER OF FALLURES

Teamcher Certificate College Yeara o:f.' nmmﬁﬁw
Ho. . (Type) . . Hours iﬁxpariance Taking Failing
e, v i e
1 Life (A.B.) 154 0 1 0
2 Life 80 | 8 1 0
8 Life (B.8.) 148 1% 1 0
4 Life 88 5 8 0
& Life 72 3 2 0
6§ Life (A.B.) 125 1 2 0
7 Life 68 8 1 L
8  Life 60 9 0 0
9 Life i 9 3 Q-
10 Life (B.S.) 12 1 1 1
11 life (A.B.) 133 4 0 0
12 4 2 1

Life ' 69

ek cvimom
e

N i ]

Read table thus:; One temsher with a Life Certificate, hold-
ing an 4.B. degree, based on 154 onllege sanester hours of
oredit, without teaohing experience, had one pupil teke the
county exemination for promotion to high sohool. There was no
" failures. Read in like manner for other teachers.



TABLE IT

THE NUMBER OF COLLEGE HOURS, AND YBARS OF TEACHING FXPERIINCE
OF THREE YEAR BTATE GERTIFIOATE TEACHERS IN SUMNER COUNTY
KORAL §CHOOLE, 10851988, TOGRTHER WITH THE NUMBER OF
EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS TAKING THE COUNTY EXAMINA=
TIONS AND THE NUMBER OF FAILURES ‘

e e It

Teacher (Qertificate Gollege Years of Kmimgfn;ger

Ne. ‘(Typ)' | Hours : E:xp@rience Taking  Failing

18 M’r. 8":,.*_ , 54',

43 Jre 5 Yr. 3 65
44 Jre. 8 ¥r. 3 88
4B 3 ¥r. Bt 78

4 0 0.
14 BYr.sk. = 20 1 1 o
18 . .8 Yr. 8t. 31 1 1 0
16 3 ¥r. 8b. 48 2 4 0
17 Jr. 5Ye. 3 108 3 0 0
18 dre 3 ¥r. & 84 1 2 2
19 Jr. 3 Yr. 3 83 1 1 0
20 Jr. 3Y¥r. 3 60 1 1 0
21 Jre. 3 Yea. & 63 L 2 0.
28 Jre & Yo 8 120 3 1 4]
23 3 Tr. 8t 80 & 3 0
a4 Jre % Yr. 8 88 & 4] 4]
25 & Yr. St 60 l b 0
28 % Yr. St 60 1 4 0
27 3 Yr. 8t, 80 1 1 0
28 % Yr. 8t. 64 10 £ ]
29 3 Yr, Bh. 84 1 1 0
30 Jre § Yr. 3 ) 8 2 ¢}
5l Jre 3¥r. 3 é2 1 1 0
32 3 ¥r. S5t. 38 ) 3 O
8% Jre 3 ¥r. 3 70 1 2 0
34 Jr. 3 Yr. & 681 1 1 0
36 3 Yr. 8k, 68 B 2 2
36 3 Yr. 3t. 30 1 2 0
a7 3 Yr. 8t él 1 1 1
58 3 Yr. 8t, 70 5 1 0
40 3 ¥r. 8L, Bl 2 9] 0
42 J ¥re. 8L, 80 2 B 0
1 2 o]
1 1 0
2 2 0



TABLE II (CONTINUED)

Exanination
Number  Number

Teachelt' Qertifioate College Years of.
Wo. (Typa) Hours' Exparienoa

Talking  Failing

4 1 0

47 B Yr. st. 100 2 0 )

48 B Yr. 8. 48 8 2 0

49  Jr. 3 Yr. 3 60 1 0 0
B0 . 3 YIr.st. 38 1 0 0"

\ : 1 0 0

Read. %abl@ thms: Teachar mamber 1& holds a § year stets cer~

tificate, has 64 college oredit hours; has teught 4 years, hed
no studenta talking the 8th grade county exsmination for pro-
motion to high sohool and hed mo failures. Read in like man~
ner for other teachers. ‘

* A "three year state" certificate is the certificate lsgued
by the State Teashers Colleges at the suscessful oompletion
of a presoribed one year college courss. "Jr. 5 Yr. 8" is a
cortifionte lasued by four-ysar c¢olleges and Junior colleges
upon the bagis of a praacribad 2 yenr, 80 college-credit hour,
SCOUrge.



TABLE III .

THE NUMBER OF COLLEGE HOURS, AND YBARS OF TRACHING EXPHRIENGE
OF HOLDERS OF FIRST GRADE GOUNTY CERTIFICATES TN SUMNER COUNTY
RUBAL BCHOOLS, 19BB~1088, TOGKIAEE WLTH THE NUMBER OF EIGHTH
GRADE STUDENTS TAKING THE COUNTY EXAMINATIONS AND THE

NUMBER OF FATLURES

Teacher Oertifiosbte College Yenrs of

Houm

T ot ::. Pailing

68 lat Gr. Qo. - O 20 8 0
53 lst ¢r. Co. - O 14 1 0
B4 lat Gr. Qo. O , 21 2 0
85 lst Gr. Co. 16 B 0 0
B8 lat @r. Qo 11 B 2 0.
) 87 et Gr.e Co. : 20.5 11 3 0
. B8, lat Gr. go. 8 4 2 o
9  1lst Or. Co. 0 30 8 0
60  let Gr. Co. 8 4 & 0
61 J«Et G‘l"u CQ,- ' 0 2 O 0
62 lagt Gr. Co. 0 8 2 Q
63 . kst Gre QO.. 0 8 0 D
84  lat Gr. Co, . B8 16 1 0
66  lst Gr. Co. 18 4 1 0
66  lst Gr. Co. 0 § 1 0
67  1lst or. Co, 0 4 1 0 -
68 lat Gr. Co. - 0 K 3 0.
69  lst Gr. Co. 28 13 0 RO
70 lat Gre Cos 8 7 3 0
71 lat Gr« Qos 20 10 2 0
72 lgt Gre Coe O 17 Q g
73 1t Gr. Co. O 4 0 0
74 lat Gr. Qo 0 7 2 0
78 lat Gr. 00 68 4 4 0
78 let Gr. Co. 11 4 1 0
7Y lat Gr. Co. 32 4 1 0.
78 lat Gr. Co. 4 3 1 0
79 lat Gr. Co. Q 2 1 0
80 lat Gr. Co. 18 4 2 0
81 lat Q. Co. 8.5 8 0 0
82 lat Or. Co. 3B 4 ] 0
83 let Or. Co. 6] g 0 4]
84 lst Gr. Co. 8 4 0 0
88 18t Gr. Qo. 49 3 1 0
86 lat Gr. Cos 0 2 1 0
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TABLE III (QONTINUED)

a1 e e A e L s T4 181 1 A S e oL AL O < A R 8 B 3 e

Teacher Certifisste Oollegs Years of Bxamingblon
Ut Number  Number
No. (Type) Hours  Exporience ‘weysn. pailing
e e e e e e i et

87 lﬂt Gr. Coil 8
. B8  lst Gr. Qo 82
B9 let Gre Cos 20
90 lat Gr. Q0. 8
g1 lsb Gr. Co. B
92 lat Gr. Oo. Bu5
83  lest ar. Co. 0

W ROFTEHD
WHEROoOWOO
gegeReRalegefe

Read table thus: Tessher number 52 holds a first grade soun-
%% aartificante, has no college hours, has taught 20 years, bad
hree studentcs teking the county examinetion for promotion
inte high school and had no feilures., Reed in like manmer for
other teachers.




TABLE IV

THE NUMBER OF COLLEGE HOURS, AND YEARS OF TEACHING EXPERIENCE
OF HOLDERS OF SECOND GRADE COUNTY OERTIFICATES IN SUMNER
QOUNTY HURAT SCHOOLS, LOSEw~L046, TOGETHAR WLITH THE
WUMBER OF EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS TAKING THE
QOUNTY ELXAMIMATIONS AND THE NUMBER

OF FAILURES
Toacher Certifioate College Years of piron oo
Nm {'l‘ypa) Hours E:cperiamaa Taking Failing
94 2nd Gr. fos 0 1 0 0
o5 gnd Gr. Jo. 0 1 2 0
96 2nd Gr. Co. &2 8 0 0
a7 2nd Gr. Co. 39 1 0 0
99 Znd Gr. 0o. - 0 @b 0 )
100 2nd Gr. Co- 0 1 2 0
10 2nd Gr. Qo. 0 1 2 0
108 Bnd Gr. Qo. g 3 5 0
104 Bnd -Gr. Go. Q 645 D 0
1086 2nd @Gr. Co. 0 1 3 1
106 2nd Gr. 0o o 1 2 0
107 2nd Gr. (o. 0 1 2 1
108 2nd Gr. Co. 30 B O 0
108 2nd or. Co. 0 7 3 0
110 2nd O, (0. -0 1 1 Q
111 gnd gr. §o. B 2 (4] 9]
112 2nd Gr. Co. 0 1 2 s}
113 2nd Gr. Co. 8 1 2 0
114 2nd Gr. Co. o 1 1 0
116 2nd Gr. Cos 0 4 0 0
116 = 2nd Gr. {o. 0 1 0 0
117 2nd Gr. Co. 8 2 1 0
118 2nd Grs Cos 0 1 0 0
119 2nd Gr. Go. 8 8 1 1
120 2nd Gr. Co. 16 8 2 0
121 2nd Gr. Co. 30 1 0 0
128 8nd Gr. Co. 35 7 2 0
128 2nd Gr. Co. 0 1 1 0
124 2nd Gre Co 30 1 0 0
135 2nd Gr. 00, 0 1l ] 0
126 2nd Gr. Co. 8 3 3 0
187 Znd Gr. Co. 0 1 1 0
128 2nd Gr. Co. 0 10 2 0



TAZLE IV (QOWTINUED)

Pt oo i e e e S R e e Senkiors

Exam Ao
Tesnoher ‘Gert:lfiawbe Callege Years of Nmberim‘ﬁfm%er
(No. — (Zype) Hours Experience meking ¥ailing
129 Znd Gr. Coa 0 1 2 0
130 2nd Gr. Cou Q 1 2 0
181  2ndGr. Gos O 1 1 0
132 2nd Gr. Co. 4 1 2 0
133 2rd Or. (0. 0 B 2 0
134 2nd Gr. Qos. - 0 G ¢ )
138 Znd Or. 00 32 1 0 o
186  2od Gr. Co, 0 1 0 0
137 2nd Gr. Co. 36 4 1 O
138 2nd Gr. (os 4] 4 2 Q

Read teble thus: Teecher number 94 holds s gecond grade soun-
%@ear’ciﬂow{m, has no college hours, has teught one year, had
puplle teking the ocounty examination for premotion into
high gchool and had one failure. Read in like manner for

other beachers.

TABLE V

THE NUMBER OF COLLEGE HOURS, AND YEARS OF TRACHING EXPERIENCE
OF HOLDERS OF WORMAL ‘I‘RAI‘\ING CERTIFICATES IN SUMNER COUNTY

RURAL SCHQOLS, L986-1086, TOGELTAER WITH THE NUMBER OF
EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS TAKING THE COUNTY RXAWINATIONS
ARD THE NUMBER OF FATLURES

Examination

Teacher Gortifiaahe G?llege Yeors of Number Number
Ho. (M T,)’pe ) Hours Experience Takzln »  TFailing
138 Nor. Tr, 38 10 0 0
Y40 Woxr. Tr. 60 12 1 0
14) Nor. Tr. 88 2 2 0
1428 Nor. Tr. R4 8 0 0
143 Nor. Tr. 40 10 1 0
144 Haxr. Tr. B 1 2 0

Read table thum: Teacher number 139 holds & normal braining
certificate, has 33 hours of college oredit, has taught 10
Vears and ned no students taking the county examination for
promotion into high school. Read in like manner for other
teachers. ‘

13
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TABLE VI

A SUMMARY OF DATA CONTAINED IN YTABLES I TO V SHOWING THE QERIIw~
-~ PICATION, YEARS OF EXPURIENGE AND NUMBER OF OOLLEGE HOURS,
TOGETHER WITH THE TOTA" NUMBER OF PUPILS AND THE NIMBER
OF FAILURES IN THE RURAL SCHOOLS OF SUMNER COUNTY,

19351988

Cortif« Yo fﬂm.”ﬁu. Ave. No. mimtiana Per
icate in - oof Yra., of Number Wumber weent of
(Type)  Group Gol. Hrs, Expari- Taking Failing Feilures
Life 12 95.6 4.8B3 20 3 15
5 Yr. 8te 39  59.02 241 57 6 10.52
end Gr. Go. 45 . §a64 3.4 656 3 5.4b

0 0

Nor. Tr. 8 38.83 - 7.16 8

Read table thus; There were 12 Life Qertiliocabe teachers teach-
ing in Sumner County, Kansss, in LUBG6=1096 With an average of
95,6 college=»oredit hours, an average temohing experience of
4,88 years, a botal of 20 gtudents taking the county examinetion
for promotion into high sehool and a total of 3 failures, making
15% failinsu



TABLE VII

THE CERTIFICATION, NUMBER OF COLLEGE HOURS, YEARS OF TEACHING
EXPERIENCE, NUMBER OF EIGHTH GRADE PUPILS AND THE NUMBER QOF
'FAILURES IN THIRD CLASS CITIES AND TWQO-TEACHER SCHOULS IN

‘ SUMNER COUNTY, 1935-1936 .

i

Catiennsa

8chool) Certificate College Years of Number Number
No. (Type) Hours Pxperience Pupils Failures

1 3 ¥Yr. St - 103 16 21 0

2 Life 64 10 19 2

3 Life 2 16 21 0

4 Life (A.B.) 184 2 16 9

6 Life 82 7 13 0

6 lst Gr. Co. 39 10 16 0

7 Life (B.8.) 150 7 32 0

8 - lgt Gr. Co. 12 ki 9 0

9 Lif'e 87 15 11 1
10 lst Gr. Go. 0 16 8 0
11 lst Gr. Qo. B4 ] 3 0
12 3 ¥Yr. 8t. 100 6 3 0
13 2nd Gr. Co. 8 2 2 0

nimiewnss

Read table thus:

i

Sohool number 1 employed a teacher with a

three year stete certificate, with 103 oollege=credit hours

Bnd 16 years of teaching experience.
the county exemination for promotion into high school with no

fallures.

She had 21 pupils taking

15



TABLE VIIL - 16

A SUMMARY OF DATA CONTAIRED IN.-TABLE VIE, ﬂ?ﬂ%iﬁ&:?ﬁ?.&?mnﬂwh
WOMBER OF WOURS, AMD Yréws Ob ﬁhP&HIEﬁGE, TOGETHER WITH
THE TOTAL %HMH@E OF PUPILS AND THE WRRER OF FAILURES

Cartilw Wo. Ave. Yo. Ave. Wo. Examinetions Por
lonte in of Yre. of Jumber Number ocent of
(’I‘yp@) Group Col. Hra. Experi~ Taking Failing Pailures
_ ' onoe :
Life 4 08.88 8.8 688 12 20.54
& Yr. Bt. 2 101.80 11 27 ] 0
lat &r. Do 4 26.35 10 33 ] 0
2nd Or. Co. 1 B 2 2 0 o

tiead table thus: The Life certificate is the highest grade end
inelndes degree teachers. The Second Orede County certificate
is the lowest grede. There are in Sumner Jounbty . Henoas, vile
lage sohools Ffour teachers with the Life Certificate who have an
average of 96.26 hours of oollege oredlt and t.o years of temch-
ing experiense. Fifty-nine puplls took the sounty examination
for promotion into high school snd there wers w fellures. The
peraentags of fallures wag 20.34.
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The facts revealed by these tables bave additional weight when it e
renlized thet the entire stete faces somewbat the seme situation. Professor
#v ¥e Stoneoipherd in the study bulletin for "rhe Eliminetion of Diplome Exe
sxlnsblong through the Bmployment of Helping Teachers for Xenses Tural
Sohools” writes as follows:

A rooent survey tells us that for the sohool yesr 1936-56 more
then 1800 of theme sountry teachers who are teaching in the one
room gohools of Hensas have no college training whatever and more
then 2100 heve sttended ovllege less than one-half year. ADproxi-
mately 1400 of the 8600 are teasching their flrst year and more then
1000 others are teaching thelr seocond year. Three-Lourths of all
of the one room tenchers heve lers than two years of aolleps pro-
paration and many of those with sollege treining bave mede no
speoiel preparation for teaching either rural or elementary schools.
Of the 6508 tesohers ln the one roon schools, 3266 are in thelr
preaent position for the first time thiz year. Of these elementary
rural teschers, one out of Live g without sxperience; one out of
three without any treinlag beyond high schooly end seven out of ten
have not t0 exoeed ome yeur of collepe training. However, thie
rurgl toscher is inetruotor, Jenitor, nurse, playground supsrvigor,
oomenity leeder and "what not™ in heor community., She must make
from L6 o 20 lesson preparations deily, direot the play ground,
sare for individual needs, grade papers, send out grade cards end
plan community programs .

SUMBLARY

1. There is e larger per sent of fallures in the county exeminetions
in mohools employing Life Certificmte teachers then in eny other. Thess are
aopdemioally the best=trmined teashers and have on an sverage, 96 collegew
houre of oredit. (See Table VI, page 18; Table VII, page 18.)

2, There is & smsller per sant of failures in rural soheols employing

1 stonent pher, loc.olt.
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the Jecond Grade Jounty Certificate teachers, These average 8 hours of ¢ule

lege training. (Ses Tuble IV, page 12; Tuble VI, page 15.)

3. There is every indication that the type of certificate of teachers
hos 1ittle or nothing to do with the child’s ability to pass county eimmina-
tiono. (See Tablo I, pago 8; Table IV, paze 12; Table VII, pace 18.)

4. There ure forty-five teachers in Sumner County holding the second

Grade County Certificate. These forty-five teachsrs have an averays of 2.56

esllege hova¥, This 1s eguivalent to approxizatsly one summer in sollege.
(3ee Table 1V, page 12,)

B, There are forty-two teachers in Summer County holding the ¥irst
Grade County Certificate, These teachers have an averaje of 12.45 college
hours. This is upproximtﬂly two«thimam‘ a asmestsr in collepge, (Bae
Teble IV, page 12.)

6. Thers are only twelve teachers in Summer County who have a Life
Certificate. Filve of these have degrees with an average of 13¢ sollege
hours of erwdit. The others have an average of 67 houra‘ of colleygws credit,
(50e Toble 1, page 8.)

' 7, There are forty~four teachers in sumer County rural schools who
have no collepge hours of oredit. (Beo Table I, page 8,.)

8. In addition to Item 7 there srdé seventeen teachers In Jumner
Connty ryrel schools wﬁo have sight hours or less of college oredit. (See
Table TII, page 11; Table IV, page 12; Teble V, rage 14.)

9, 'There is a larger pew ocent of failurss among town-sohool students
than among rursi-sciool students, (Compare Teble VI, page 1D and Table
VII, mage 16.)

10, From surveys und studles p reviously muade the indiontion is that

this sawe toscher problem exists throughout the stute. (dee $iotation,

moe 18,)



CHAPTER II1I

WHAT I8 THE OPINION OF THE COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS IN REGARD

TO THE JUSTIFICATION OF THE STATE DIPLCMA EXAMINATIONS?

A grent deal of argument snd discussion regerding the worth of the
gtate diploms examimﬁiomé has been in evidence in Kensas duri’ng the‘pa.at
few yoars. A wide difference of opiuion exists on the subject. Meny seem
‘tm feol thet the method of promotion is not desirable, while otheré econtend
that the schools would be lost withous the wniformity of promotion provided
by the examinations. Few articles have been written, but teachers and
gupervigsors and parents have been turning questlonluvg and doubting eyes up-
on the plan. The greatest problem lies in the case of the rurnl teachers
who have no supervision except that of the over~burdened Gounty Superintend~
ent. The County Superintendent necessarily i1s more of an administra{:or than
& supervisor, Consequently, most rural teachers struggle slong unaided,
and the rssul'.b of such procedure presents the real issue In this study.

In studying the poesibilities of & change in method of mekling pro-
motions, many questions arise that have as yet been unenswered. If the ex-
aminations are to be eliminated, what will take their place? How ocould
uniform promotions be made? Are the temchers prepared to judge a thing of
such uimportanaa? Would the quality of the student's work be oheapenéd?
Would the ’caachera_fail to do thelr Job if they were not checked upon
closely? These and many more questions arise ‘to be answered.

In this gtudy the opinions bf the County Superintendents of Kanses

were asked. This seemed wise in view of the faot that the County Superin-
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tendent is closer to the problem than any othor type of administrator or
supérviaor.l A letter explaining the nature of the gtudy was written and
the question, "Would you favor doing eway with the County eighth grade
diplome exeminatlon, and allowing the teacher to promote to the ninth grade
from the eighth just ms she promoted from ﬁha seventh to the eighthl" was
gsked., An unqualified "Yes" or "Ho" was asked for. Then a note of sxplens-
tion was requested in order to find what these hemds of the county schools
of Kenses really thought. A tabulation of the answers to the first part is

presented in Table IX.

TABLE IX

HOW COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS ANSWERED T0 THE QUESTION, "WOULD YOU
FAVOR DOING AWAY WITH THE COUNTY EIGHTH GRADE DIFLOMA EXAMIN~-
ATION, AND ALLOWING THE TEACHER TO PROMOTE TQ THE WINTH
GRADE FROM THE EIGHTH JUST AS SHE HAS PROMOTED FROM
THE SEVENTH TO THE RIGHTH?"

Number gquestioned 106
Nunber of anawers oY
Humber answering "Yes" 38
Number answering "No 56
Humber not stating "Yes" or "No" 5
Number not replying to questiomnaire 8

. Por cent of answers
Per ocent answering "Yes
Per cent answering "No'

From the foregoing table, 1t would eppeer that a majority of the
County Superintendents are opposed to & chenge, but in atudying the explena~

tion of the snswers, it develops that many who answeraed "Wo' are really in

1 gee appendix for letter to County Superintendents.
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favor of some gort of shange, while many of those anawering "Yes" would sub-

gtitute some testing form of promotion. The prinoipal ressons given for

thoge anewering "Yes" 4o the above question are here presented in Table X,

which ie followed by the list of ressons given by those enswering Mio%,2 in

Table XI.

T.ABLE X

THE COUNTY EIGHTH GRADE DIFLGMA EXAMINATION SHOULD BE ABOLISHED, '

Y
Fumber Angwers

ALLOWING THE TEACHER T0 DO HER OWN PROMOTING

s
po———

11

11

8

L=+

e o B OB

Ny

s

Resagon -

~The year should be spent in learning useful

faocts, and not in cramming for exsming-
tions. Would save ocramming and worry.

_.They are toc expensive for the value derived.

The efficient teasher 1s bebtlter qualified to
promote than an examining board. Teaohers
are oppable of making the promotion.

Bxaminetions arentt e fair test of ability..
Ingscurate.

If teacher can promote in lower grades, why
not the eighth?

They prohibit construgtive teaching.

All should follow one courge and many sre
now promoting. \

No county superintendent has the ability to
gay what a pupil'e paper is worth.

It 1s difficult to have the questions meet
school situations.

The rural child hes an equal opportunity with
the town student,

The main purpose is defested.

County superintendent could supervise work
closaly enough to permit the teacher to
meke the promotion.

The method has outgrown its usafulneas.

Do not fit the pupll's needs.

The child cannot do well when placed in a
gtrange enviromment to take the examinations.

The sxeminations are becoming a farce.

-

i

2 Sea appen

dix for complete answers from County Superintendents.
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The greatest single objectlon to the tests as shown in the above
teble 1s that a change would do awny with oremming, snd the time could be
spent on congbructive teaching in the modern progreasive menner. A result
of oramming snd drill for the teste is worry, end that evil ocould be elim-
dnated also. It ocan be noted thet five oplniong are that the examinations
aren't fair end that they do not messure the child's ability.

4 second objeotion of importence ia the item of expense.  More than
$86,000 are spent epoh year 1#1@113% for this purpose.* This ﬁaa the
opinion of eleven pi’ the oounty superintendents. '

Eight opinions suggested that the efficlent teacher is better prepared
to promote than en exemining bosrd. |

It is contended that 1t Ls much better for a child to teke the ex~
emingtions in surroundings with whioch he is familiar. | The gmaef of the v
pepors should know the student end his empabllities. The problem develops
over the sontroversy as to whether the heachers are effliclient and therefore
capable of making the promotions.

Teble XI presents s different side of the story. Here the most
important reagons for keeping the presemt form of exemination are presented

with the number of county superintendents exprsssing en opinion for each.

* geo page 27, this study.



TABLE XTI

THE OOUNTY BIGRTH GRADE DIPLOMA EXAMINATION SHOULD NOT BE ABOL=
ISHED, ALLOWING THE TEACHER T0O DO HER OWNM PROMOTING

FROM THE EIGHTH GRADE

31

Number Answers

Reason

aunci

14
12

el ol ool o fandlE ool - b3 o &

™ B

1
1
1

Many teachers are not competent to know.
Need higher qualificetions.

Too much responsibllity on tesmcher who would
be influenged by the community in cese of
failure of promotion, Teachers do not
want the reaponsibility. She would be
aefreid of her job, '

Must be some form of test of general ability
in eddition to the teacher's judgment.

A wiform method of promotion 1s needed.

Need to oheck the work of the teecher.

Pupils would enter high school paorly pro~
rared,

There iz & leck of uniformity in Leaeher:s
&mdiﬂgy

Results in lower educational standerds.

Nothing better hes bheen offered.

Must teke exeminations for everything eles,
why net for promotion to high school?

Allows varietion in the ability of freshmen.

Cheapens the value of high school.

Test is an incentive to make good.

Would encourage lasiness on the part of
teachers and pupils.

Tegts would improve the scholarship in
Kansgsas .

With exeme shead, paremte, pupils and
teschers coaperate,

Would add to the conselientious tescher's
burden.

A sbate exam is betber than a teacherts tesh.

Diffioult to promote without exeminations.
Thoroughly reviews the pupils.

Pt oot b s et s b e e e At

i
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There seems to be Justifiocation for the suggestion that teschers are

incompetent when we sonsider the fact that a large number of them have no
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training and very 1lttle teashing experience.® In spite of this, others will
argue that the teacher la Just as compstent to promote as she ls 4o tea.th
If shé 1s‘not_uambehent te promote she is not competent to teach.’

Again oomes the quesblon of the responsibility of the teacher, If

the teacher van get the shildren by the oounties, she is a good tescher,

but what ﬁbaut the rest of the puplle while she ia oconcentrating her efforts
on the graduates? They auamingly‘da‘not nspd bo bé given specinl help since
they are not taldng a County examination. |

The items shown in Table X and Table XI present the faot that there

ie a wids differsnce of opinion ragarding the identical items. Féurﬁaen
believe teachsrs to be incompetent, while eight helieve them competent.
Eighteen believe that the child would be ﬁet%er prepared to enter high
school withouﬁ the exemination, while seven believe the quality of the work
would be lowered. The tables are selfwexplanatory and further explanation
seems unnpoessary here. A feow opinions of the County Supgrintendente are
availeble in addition to the opinions ssked for by this partiocular study.®
The guotations below gre from some of these.

County Superintendent Arlome Richardson, Morrls County, presents the

following;

1 am in favor of some system whareby children ¢an be promoted into
high sohool from the eighth grade of our rural aohools without teking
the atete diplome examinetionB...... I object ohiefly because of the
great amount of oramming done in the seventh end eighth grades of our
sountry 8choolssaeses My sesond contenbion ia thet both teschers and

puplle are in a nervous stete when the time arrives for the diploma
examinabions.eov e :

* 5ee Teble IV, page 12.

3 "ghould the Eighth Grade County Examinetions Be supplanted By Somo
Other System?" in the Kensas Teaoher, Vol. 42, No. 3, pp. 12«16 (March, 1936).
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We are atbenpting in all of our schoels to do some really good
tenching whereby our newer philosophy of education may be oarried
out. Let the ohild prepere for 1life by living. Let him be happy
in the learning. I seriously question whether or not the state
diploma examinabions ald in this philosophy of educetion.

Qounty Superintendent Edna L. Oobb, Ferd County, offers the following
indietment of the county examinetions:

- A survey made three yesars age revealed the fact that more than
$35,000 were spent emch year in Kensas to determine by means of the
diploms exsmination that asome puplle were a suwocess and some were a
failure. The major chjective in education is to Leach glrls and boys
how to live and face life's situations in a ohanging world. There-
fore, asome method of measuring not only subject matter but attitudes,
responses, abilities and remntions to situations, not in comparison
to others, should supplant the eighth grede examinstion. It is very
essontlnl thet the method should be oconsistent with our unit progrem.

(RN NN

When the papers have all been graded and statements of puplls!
grades have been sent, there are a few who have failed to make that
everage of 80 per cent. They come with sad hearts end imploring ex-
pressions to the sounty superintendent to know why they failsd.

What a tragedy In those boys! and girla' lives when the aounty super-
intendent tells them why they failed and that nothing more can be

done for them this year. Any ocounty superintendent would be Justified
in violating that law rebher then to implant in the mind of any boy or
¢irl thet he or she 1s a failure.

Howard O, Stone, County Superintendent of Pottawetemie County,
observes &s foll'awa;

The tests in themselves are not and cannot be edited so that they
will serve their true purpose. Too little time available and too
few people to prepare the tests are very objectionable feamtures of
the examinetions. The tests, of nesessity largely feaotuml, do not
oorrespond to the teaching done in the schools, for while one teacher
may stress 50 factual polnts in & subject, another teacher will stress
50 other factusl points in no way related or psychologically comeoted
to the former. The result ie that the pupil is tested by giving him
questiong whioh he-has never met before.

Good live teaohing in the schools has disappesred because teashers
mugt resort to a dry roublne of factusl tesching in order that their
pupils may pass the examinmtions, and in order thet the teachers!
positions way be maintained. COhildren, too, are feeling the effects
of this decreplt evil forced upon them by a stete law desiprated and
passed when the mastery of a single text book mnd e faw igolated
faots were the requirements of an education.
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Ta ehemploning the souge of the oounty ememicetlon, He &« Callabon,
 Puparintendent of Tohasla, mmﬁmm, Ponaag, preasents elpid resgons Doy
thelr sonblovanes

I w1l dlsouas bthe mordts of the present plan, i suwh they ere,

under the follewing heads, vis.s 1« Ite gbimulating offeot upon
the gshool. 8+ As & pereonslibty warping preventive for the high
sobool freshmen. 3. The exeminetion is now partly objective and
might be vads more s, iF dosired. 4. A definite mowledps ol tor-
baln Dundementel proceuses lo gssentinl for vhe ninth prede student.
Bs The oounby dlplome sxeminetion works no berdship upon the papil
who ig prepared for the ninth grade of school, 6. Other nethods,
whioh have been tried, have vob proved more relisble. 7. Shortooms
ings in the sdminiebraticn of the diploss sxemination may be larpely
elininateds 8, It ls net good dusiness Judgment to "rede horses in
the plddle of the etream.*

There sesss %o be wordh while arpument opn both sides of the question,
and the proponents of emch are equelly sincere in their judgment. If the
tounty ssenivationg are J’uwifﬁ&, how oan they betber meet i’sh'a npads of
modern eduention? 1€ they are not Justified, what sysbem cen bost take

thelr pleown?
BUMMARY

le There in o wide difference of opinion smong Jounty Superintemdembs
in rogard %o the state diplome eseminetions. (Bee Table IX, page 28.)

& The grestost opposing contenbion ig that rurel teashers are not
sulficlently propared edusstionnlly to make thelr own promotions. (See
Teble 51, page BB.)

3¢ There lg evidenoe thet selflph intereste would enter where the
toather had to do her own promoting. (Bee Table X1, pege 26.)

4s Thaere should be some Lorm of btesting program that will be uniform

and cause wiforn promotions. {Bes Table X1, page B5.)
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§. Proponents of the change olaim that teamchers are as competent to
teach without the examinations as they are with the exsminations. (See
Teble X, page 24.)

6, The giving of the examinations im very expensive. (See Table X,
page 24; See quotations, page 27.)

7. The examinations seem not to measure the child's ability to any
degres of soouracy, (Ses quotebion, page_&?; Table X, page 24.) |

8. Educators sgree that the exeminetions curb good teaching. (See
Teble X, page 24.)
| 9e The year ghould be spent in constructive temching. This, in the
minds of many, cannot be properly accomplished under a system of teaching
six monthe tests, and oramming two months. (See Table X, page £4.)

10. Many are loath to give up the vounty exeminetlons until some
other testing or supervising form has been established to take thelr plaoa.

(See Table XI, page 25.)



CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
SUMBARY

This study has as its mein objeotive the impartial study of the
state diplmna exemination for eighth grade students. The purpose is; .

1. To presént argument In Pavor of ’ché present» sysﬁem of pro=-

motlion.

2, "I'o preéent argument in opposition to the present system of

promotion. |

%. To meks recommendations which should aid in the improvement

of the system.

The greater part of the information gathered for this study ceme from
the opinions of the 105 County Superintendents of Schools in Kensas. Much
informabion also was gathered from the records in the office of the county
superintendent of schools, Wellington, Kanses.

The scope of this investigation includes a study of the 57 opinions
received from the 106 county superintendents in Kenses. It inocludes, also,
a study of ocertification and experience in Sumner County as compared with
the state as a wimle.

The following types of date were recalved from the varlous sources:

1. An expression of opinlon from 97 of the 108 County Superintend-

ents in Xausas as to whether they would favor the abolition of the |
present system of promotion.

2. An expression of opinion as to what 1s wrong with the present
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systen.
b« An expresslion as t¢ how the present ills may be remedied.
4+ Opinions from cdun’cy Superinﬁandents ag to why ths present
eystem ig justified.
6. Materisl showing plans used in other states.
8. ‘Osainimia of sﬁme Sﬂﬁérmtm&ems and elementary sohool super-
viwrm ef ueighboring astates. | |
7 Opinions of’ prominent administrators of Xanses.
8. The certification and nunber of sollege oredit-hours of
teachers in‘ Sumner County.
| 9. The average number of years of experience of tesschers ‘in‘ Sumner
Gmunﬁy.
| 10, A comparison of work ag judged by feilures in the exmmination,
betwoen rural sohools and village schools. |

11. Samples of tests.
CONCLUSIONS

1« The county exemination problem long hes been a serious problem to
the elementary teacher or principal, but it has been given litile attention
by men on the secondary level, The reason for thie 1g that secondary
teacheras of the peat have based a child's preparation for high sshool entirely
upon his faoctual knowledge. (Page 2.)

2. Thirty~eight county superintendents of Kenmag favor ebolishing
the county diploma examinatlon, snd allowing the teamoher to promote to the

ninth grade in the same manner that she has promoted from the seventh to
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the eighth grade. (Table IX, page 28.)
&. The chiefl arguments presented by those wishing to abolish the
exeminations are;
g Abolition would save oramming and worry (Table X, pape 24).
b. The year could be apent in learning useful fects. (Table X,
pege 24.) | |
¢+ The tests nre very sxpensive. (Table X, pege 24, Quotetions,
pege 27.)
d. Teachers are better prepured to promote than an exemining board.
(Table X, page 24.) ‘
@» Exeminabions do not fairly test the ohild's mbility. (Table X,
pege 24.)
f+ There ig ne difference between promotion from the sighth grade
to the ninth then from the third to the fourth or any other two grades.
(Table X, page 24.)
g+ The tests prohibit oomstructive temohing. (Tebls X, pege 24,)
h. The tests are not uniform at present because some schools pro-
mote with their usge and some do not.
4. Fifty-six County Superintendents of Kansas favor retentlion of the
present county examinabtion. (Table IX, page 23.)
f. The prinoipal arguments in favor of the county examinatlon are:
a8« Teashers are not odmpatont beonuss of laok of professional and
sducational qualifications. (Table XI, page 25.)
be Flaoing the responsibility of promotion on the teacher would

cause the commmity %o have an influence on her promotions. (Table XI,

page 26.)
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¢e Many oounty superintendents ocontend that the teschers do not
want the respensibility. (Teble XI, pege 25.)

d« The teasher must have an aid to her own Jjudgments (Table XI, pege
264 )

@+ Uniformity of promotion is desired. (Teble XI, page '25;)
£, Bebause teachers are poorly prepared to teach, their work needs
to be ohecked by some gentral authority. (Table XI, page 25.)

g« Abolition of the tests would cause poorly prepared high school
studenta, (Table XI, page 25.)

h. The tests would ceuse a uniformity in Seacher's grading. (Table
X1, page 25.)

i. Eduosationgl atendards would be lowered with an elimination of
the tests. (Table XI, page 28,)

8. There is e larger per cent of failures in sohools employing Life
Gertificate teachers than in any other. These are academically the best
trained teechers and have on an average, ninety-six college hours of oredit.
(Teble VI, page 155 Table VII, page 16.)

7. Schools employing the Seaond-Grade County Certificate tesohers

have the smallest per cent of failures. (Table IV, page 12; Teble VI,
pege 15.)

8. There 1s every indication that the type of certificate the teacher
holds has nothing to do with the child's ablility to pass the county exemine-
tions, (Teble I, page B3 Table IV, page 13; Teble VII, page 16.)

9. The forty-five temohors ln Sumner County holding the Second Grade

gounty Certificate have an average of 8.66 college hours of oredit. This is

equivalent to one summer in oollege. (Table IV, page 12.)
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10. Forty~two teaohers in Sumner County hold the First Grede County

Certificate and have an average of 12.46 college hourz. This is approxie
metely four-fifths of a semester in vollege. (Teble IV, page 12.)

11s Porty-four teachers in Sumner Counby rural gohools have hed no
college training st all« (Table I, page 8.)

12. In addition to Item 9 there are seventeen teschers in Smnnear
gounty rural schools who have some college eredit but less than sight hours.
(Teble Ilig-mg;e 11; Teble IV, page l2; Teble V, page 14.)

13, Twelve teschers in Swmner County have & Life Certifivate. Five

 of these have Deg rees with en sverage of 138 college hours of dredit, while
‘the oth@m have &n average of 67 hours of college credit. (Teble I, page 8.)
14. A larger per cent of failures at the elghth grade level is
evident emong townwpchool stadents then emong rural-sshaol studente, (Table
Vi, page 153 Table VII, page 18.)
16. Numerous studies and surveys prove conclusively that educetional

qualifications of teachers are more or less the same throughout the state.
RECOMMENDATIONS

A number of recommendetions are deemed advisable by the writer:

1, Teacher qualifications should be relsed by an act of the
legliglature. Teachers without definite training for teaching should
not be allowed to teaohe

2, Teachers should be required to attemd more profegsionsl meetings
in small groups to study problems and thereby to get a genersl ldea of

the theary of eduoation.
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S» The state by legislative measure should consolidate

meny of our rural sohools thereby sutomatioally doing eway
with many of our poor teachsrs.

4« The state legislature in order better to prepare gohool
children should raise the §5,00 requirement per tesoher for
booke to -at leest $15400 per year,

Bs Three or four achievement btests ﬁigh’c well be given in
lieu of the oounty exeminationss These under a county board
at a central point.

6¢ Third Class Clty Schools that are headed by superintendents
end principals with degrees in Eduoation should be allowed by
t‘:hé state to do thelr owm promotings

7+ The County Superintendent of §shools should sellow the head
of eny grade school to do his own premoting if she judges him
capables In this menner her own time could be more profitably
spent with rural schoel problemss

8. Ageistants to the County Superintendmt in the form of
gupsrrising or visiting teschers would improve the ingtruction
in our schools u great deals

9, The present county exsminmation should be abolished as
soon pe the educational qualifications of our teashers have been
radged to a point where wo have excellent teashers in our schoola

instoad of the most inferlor teecherss
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COMFLETE ANSWERS FROM THE 105 COUNIY SUPERINTHENDENTS OF KANSAS

REGARDING THE QUESTION "WOULD YOU FAVOR DOING AWAY WITH THE COUNTY

EIGHTH GRADE DIPLOM\. EXAMINATION, AND ALLOW THE TRACHER TO PROMOTE T0

THE NINTH GRADE FROM THR ELGHTH JUST A8 SHE HAS PROMOTED FROM THE

SEVENTH TO THE EIGHTH?"

1,

24
- 3,
4,
B

.6‘.
.,
8.
2,

10,

11,

12,

The present standards as set up for teacher qualifications are not
sufficient to carry out a uniform system of promotdon. Until higher
qualifications are required for the teaching professien, 1t appears
to me that the pressnt system of Diploma Exesminations is ahout the
only way to handle uniform promotions, :

With an examination ahead, cooperztion and better work is accomplished
from parents, puplls and the teacher. Pupils are thoroughly reviewed
and instructed, :

While some teachers would pass ohildren falirly, others might pass
them when they were not ocapable of doing the work,

I think it would be a fine thing, if we could do sway with the
diploma examinations, but I don't think we are ready. A large per
cent of the teachers are not ready or qualified to #ake that
rasponalbility. ‘

Rural teachers are responsible to the community only and ¢hildren
who really ought to be retained wonld be promoted. Poor teachers
would receive credit for good work. I am very much opposed to it,
We are not ready for this kind of promotion yet, We may be in a
few years. '

Rural teachers are not all prepared to make adequate tests Jjust
now and need a "check-up” by some central authority.

Not without some check of some kind., I would be willing to change
the form, ' .

A supervising authority should check them. Teachers pass them for
selfish Toasons. C

It is difficult under present supervision to promote in rural
schools to the ninth grade without scme scrt of en sxamination,

For the .situation in our county I would favor the establishment

of a Junlor High School in each rural high school to take care of
all seventh and eighth grade studeunts, We have one rural high
school with a junior high which takes care of the eighth grade in

8 third of our county.

A rural temcher who has ons or two in a grade has no standard to go
vy and since her job now hinges on whevher or not her seventh and
eighth grades pass, she would shove them on %o high school not

prepared to take up that work,
T Teel that a stnte exmmination is bLe'ter than the teacher's who

has the children under her.
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14.

15.
15,

17.

18,

19,

20,

21.

22,

25,

24
25,
26,

29.

30,

38

I believe there should be some method of making u o heck th
pupil befox:e entering high 8chool, T am not in favor mﬁ'oﬁoiﬂ
;‘,,way with the d4iploms examination until a better method is fgﬁgnd
Yany rural teachers are too incompetent Too often a teaaohear's.

mtil something 1s provided to

Becavse of untraineq teachers, fill t6e place,

¥e 8till need a "Check and Double-Cheak" .
examinations for all students Bntﬂrin;ko'ogazggc’ﬁ;:higé N;:ra;zrk
state examinations would improve the Bouclarship in Kangas, natge
in some schools are only "C's" in others, o

¥e must have sowme check on the tenc .

honest we would not need guch an gxel:;iza tigi.&n foachers vere

I do not think ’chqsa examinations should be eliminated until some
other testing program can be used, since teachers do not have
wiform standards of grading, , ’

Something must supplant the test, Too many of our rural school
teachers feel that their jobs depend on their eighth graders being
promoted. Even the few who ghould repeat would not,

From past experience I know that we must use some eriteria for
promotion but I am not in favor of diploma examinations as glven
at the present time, Hee my article on this question in the March
issue of the Kansas Teacheér. » ' _
Too mueh responsibility would be placed on Inexperienced or timid
rural teachers, I favor elimination of the examination for graded
schools,

#ould encourage lazineas on the part of many pupils and teachers.
Would add to the burden of the conscientious teasher who glves
honest grades. Would increase the number of poorly prepared high
school freshwen.,

Type of training of rural tedchers and laek of satisfactory super-
vieion of classroom work, I shall be glsd $o gee them go if some-
thing better is substituted, '

Teachers are not all gqualified %o and their jobs are too political,
Fupils would enter high school poorly prepared to do the work,
Not until the requirements for teachers are higher. Mmy rural
teachers are only high school graduates., ‘hen some better method
is provided it will be a big step forward,

We would need more of a check on the promotion than some prineipals
or teachers would give,

Po away with diploma examinations but substitute sbout three
echievement tests to be given throughout the year, i {eacher's
Job would influence promotion,

Yany of our rural teachers are not prepared to make this promotion
due to lack of supervision, training and experience,

Teacher is not eble to do this with justlce for herself and pupila.
Her job hinges too much on her action, Too many have bewn promoted

from the eighth in this manner.
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37.

38,

39,

- 40,

41,
42,
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44,
45,

48 .

47,

48,

39

As long as each board is soverelign in its own dlstriet, there must
be soma other pheck beside the teacher's check,

Not all teachers are eapable,

The rural teachers are not ready for this responsibility,

I fael thet ocur elsmentary teachers ars not sufficlently trained

to promote from the elghth grade, I feel the stunte should provide
another type of testing program to replace the diploma tests,

Under present conditions, considering the qualifications of teachers,
I would say we need some cheock on these graduates,

This 18 putting too much responsibllity on the teacher who would

be influenced by the effect on the commmity in case of failure

of promotion. .

We need a change of method and the bagis for eighth grade prowotions
but I don't Peel that we should place the entire reaponeibility upon
the texcher. It is an unfair obligation ina amall rural datrict
as well as allows too much variation in the ability of the high
school freshman., We need stundardized tests for every grade to
enable teachers to make more competent promotions.

In the rural schools the relation is so close and personal that 1t
is difiicult for a teacher to retain a child when needful., The
eighth yesr at least affords a check up when the teacher can shif't
vesponsibility to those more detached.

1% takes away any hazard and cheapens the valus of high school, It
will have a tendency to lower school standards,

The test is an incentive to make good. The rural mchools are Very
loosely supervised, Pressure would be brought to haayr upon the
togoher for promotion regardless of the ubility of the child. There

" ghould be some standard.

50 many teachers are not qualified to judge.

Thers would be no standard for promotion or check on the work of
the teachars.

Miny tecchers not qualified to do. the promoting. Pressure from too
many angles on the pald teacher. Let the state board say how this
should be done. : :

Most rural teschers are not well enough trained.

Unless a uniform system of promotion can be worked out for entire
county. Too much variation in rural schools.

Result in lower educational standards.

We roed ¢ standurd ot promotion. All teachexs are not prepared to
d¢ this task, :

T would have anawered "Yes" a Tew yeualrs ago but I find too wany
teachers promoting children in the lower grades when they are not
ready for it. 1 presume they feel they must make a good imprassion
upon the school board members and parents in order o keep thely
joba, T would not he in Pavor of the tests if teachers word trained
and really knew where to place ehildren, I am afrald too many
ohildren would be passed on with a waak foundation,
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Teachers do not want thia responaibility. Ye need some uniform
method of oromotinn, we have to fans exapinations for shoul
everything elnn, why not for the promntion to high school” HNothing
better has been offered to replace the examinations, "
A greater part of teschers nut competent to kuow,

There nesds to be an exumination of wome sort. Possibly sn enirsuce
exsmination,

Lack of uniformity in teachers' grading,

I'm opposed to our present system but feel there must be a substitute
plan; some test of the general ability in addition to the teacher's
Judgment.

Not under existing conditions.

She should be just as able to judge in one case 88 in the othar, It
would save sxpense., Do awsy with cramming and worry on the part of
pupil and teacher,

If we grant the teachers privilege to premote rther eradsn, why not
have faith that she is eligible to promote the students into the
ninth grede. .

4 wall prepared teacher iz uble tn promots her students from grods

to grads ineluding oighth graede into higi sehool, we trust her

with our pupils throughout the year; why not trust her abllity to
promote an elghth grade student into high sohuol?

It is very expensive and all puplils in the state do not have to
participats, so why judge a fow by a set rule? '

Becauge the diploma examinations are becoming & faree.

They cause ¢rawmming; place undue emphasis on the asventh and alghth
grades at the expense of the other grades; create the attitude that)
"to pasa” is the thing at the expense of the ides of growth, leurning
and development, They coast far more than they are worth,

1 do not feel that the child is being done justice when he is placed
in & strange euvironment to take the examinations, and I feel that L
too much of the time is apent in crwmming "or the cxamimtions, Je
nesd more efficient county superviaion,

Following the Soelal 3tucdies no school will have the sane refersnce
and no test can ba made that will asourately teat the child, Then
it isn't fair to the child tn have to apond time on intensive review
to pass an examination when they could uss that tims to batter
advantags., Bxpenzes should be conaidared,

I think the tesehoer is cupahls nf deriding vhan to2 child 1s uble to
enter high school.

The teacher knows best whether puril is resdy to bs mromoted.

I favor the use of n stumdard set of teste thut wlll deteruine the
yearly inoreage of knowledpe from grude to grade.

Diploma examinations sre sxpensive und inascurate, ’

We drill instead of tesch in ediptrth grade. The sole aim of eiyghth
graders 1s to pass this divlosm exumination,
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I answer "Yes" providing theve is a syst m provided whereby each
county may have one gupervisor to esch forty teachers to ald the
County Superintendent to keep a check on the work that the pupil
and tedcher are doing.

‘The year might be spent as a period of advancing in learning of

useful faetsj and not & period of nervous, useless eraming.

Many are now doing this. I think all should be following the

same course, MBLither one way or the other.

The wmethod has outgrown its usefulness, Teachers are capable of
making this promotion. It entails much expense., The money could

be better applied elsewhere,

A temeher should be ag capable of promoting from the eighth grade

a8 she is from the other grades. It also would save quite a bit

of expensea,

I believe the County Superintendents could supervise the work in

the elementary school elosely snough to permit the teacher to make
this promotion,

They ares an unfair means of determining the child's ability to do
high sehool work. They are too much worry to both tescher ﬂnd
pupil.  Too expensive,

I believe that there should be some "Check~Up," perhaps use gome
good standard test, but given by temcher. Diploma examira tions
cause cramning and prohibit constructive teaching.

If a teacher is gualifiied to promote in the lower grades where the
real foundation ig given shs should certainly be gualified to
promote. in the higher or eighth. Furthermore we are spending $400
to $H00 besides the diplomas each year in giving the diploma
pxaminations in our county.

If the teacher is capauble of promoting in the lower grudes, I should
think they could promote wvhem in the eighth grade. 1t would save

80 much cramming in the spring.

The efficient temcher is hetiter qualified to do so than an sxamining
board. The ponr teacher spends too much time on drill for the
examnination, :

The cost is greater than the volue received. Reasoning and thinking
in 3oeial Studies is changed into mewmorization of answers to certain
questions. Our main purposs is defeated.

Most teachers ars capable of promoting, Examinations are sxpensive.
Examinstions do not adequately measure s child's eligibilliy to

high school,

It ¢ives the rural child an egual opportunity with the graded town
child, since they do not have to tuke the county examinations.

I would like to have some form of checking but not the way we do now,
It len't a Pair test of the ability of the rural boys and girls.

No county superintendunt has the nubility to smy what a pupils' paper
ie worth in nuwbers. They are an expense Lo the state and county.
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I belisve in promotion but we cannnt have a system of promotion
until we raise the qualification of rursl and slamentary teachers

80 that promotion will have n proper meaning.

The expenss incurred is too grout for the value derived and tno,
under the new unit program, it is difficult to have guestions reet
individual school situations.

The diploma exuminations do not Tit the needs of our rural boys

and girls today, Good temehimg in the schools has disappe.red
becauge teachers must resort to factual toaching in order that

their pupile may pass the examinationa and the teacher retmin his
position. .

We allow the teuchers to make promotions in other grades, vhy doubt
the ability of the inatructors at this progressive era?

A4 thorough study of this problem should be made. To graduate
students, we absolutely need standards, It takes years to estublish
& stundard, plus considerable research and study, Candidly T think
we could abolish a county diploma examination, but we nesd other
changes more paramount than thia,

1 do not wish to be quoted with a "Yes” or "No" answer on this toplc,
since you want an unconditional "Yes" or "No", I cannot answer,

At the present time, my answer to your gquesticn would be "No", until
such time as & testing program can be put through which will be a
check upon the teacher who has less ability in jJudging the ohildta
ability to do advanced work,
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DIPLOMAL EXAMINATIONS
April, 19228

UNITED STATES HISTORY

1. 111 blanksj

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(8)
(8)
(7)
(5
(10)

(11)
(12)

The horder slave states were 2 o s
and "

The last two slave states to enter the unlon were ,

and . ‘

The ; Bill gave the fresdman the protection

of the federal government,
The Uolony of in Africa was established for the

fresd negroes, ‘
The Faederal Reserve Bank Act divided the ecountry into

djstricts.

General was commander of American Zxpeditionary

Toree in the World's *far.

The rulers of Austria and Jerbla permitted a controversy over
the assasaination of the erown prince to develop
into & World War,

The oxcluded slavery from the Worthwest territory.
In the Gomoromise of 1850 wag admitted as a free

state.

Pive wars in which our government has been pngaged are

’ ’ y : » .
The Panema Canal was englneered by __ e
The Roosevelt Dam is in .

2, Fill blanke:

(1)

(2) ¥ B A means

(3)

(4)
(5)

(8)

]
%, QChooass correct word:

(1)

(2)

P W A means o

The King of wos Killed while mountain climbing

this lest winter.
Genersl ig administrutor of the N R A,

The ‘ waa & strip of land between the
Gile Hiver and the present southemrn boundary of Arizona,
Five of our great war-time poets are » ’

By the (referendum, reform, initiative) a certain per cent of
the voters of a atute may proposc & law or force the leglalaturs
$o 40 S0 and then submit to the poople for their approval or
rejection,

The (Germans, French, Irish) cawe to this country becnuse of

a famine in their country.



4, Mﬂtc}l
(1)
(8]
(8)

- (4)
(B)
(8)
(7)
(8)
(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

The Penama Canal was first started by (Spain, Frence,

Tnited 3tates).

Hawail was anmexed by (war, asked to be annexed, exploration).
The "open door policy" gave all countries equal rights to
trade in (Indis, Jaupan, China), . :

the following items:

Stephen .»¢ Douglas (1) 014 Wan Eloquent

Harriet Beecher Stowe (2) ___HBumorist

Mark Twain (3) 014 Rough and Ready

John C, Fremont (4) The Budget System

General Thomas (5) Squatter Sovereignty
Jefferson Davis (6) 014 Fuse and Feathers

John Juincy Adams (7) The Rock of Chiokamauga
Warren G, Harding (8) "Uncle Tom's Cabin®

Zachary Taylor {9) = The Pathfinder

General Heott ' {10} Pregident of the (onfederacy

Julia Werd Howe
Andrew Juckson

5., Yes and No gquestions:

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(8)
(7)

(8)
(9)
(10)

An act of & state declaring an act of congress null and void
was ¢alled nullificetion.

(lay was known as "the peacemaker™,

The Kensges-Nebraska Bill brought a rush of settlers to Kansas.
ttalifornia was admitted Lo the Union as a free state.
Frances Willard wrote "The BDattle Hymn of the Republic.™

The “Carpetbaggers™ ruled in the south after the civil war,
The "Tenure of OfFfice Act" required the consent of senate %o
remove an appointive officer.

The last World Falr was held in Chicagg.

The United Btates entered the World Court.

The Golden Age of Americsn Literature was just preceding the
World War,

6, To what American war related:

(1)
{2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
{8)
(9)
(10)

Liverty Bonds

dattyshburg

"on to Richmond®

Texas annexed

Armiatice

Jackson at New Orleans
Monitor and Merrimac
gapture of Manila by Dewey
Gensral Pershing

MeKinley

7, Who sald the following?

(1)
(2)
(3)

"I have done the best I could for you."

"Ttm sorry I have but one life to give to my country.”
"Four score and seven years ago our fathera brought forth
upon this continent."
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(4) "with malice toward none, with charity for all,”

(5) "bon't ~ive up the ship.”

(8) ™Mhe world must be made safe for democragy,"

(7) "Now he belongs to the axes.”

(8) "I speak to-day for the preservation of the Union, Hear me

for my cause."
(9) "0 Captain! My Captainl"
(10) "I do not choose to run."
8. Trus-False:

(1) The death of Lincoln was a great miafortune to the Jouth.

(8)_____ Popular Sovereignty was the doetrine of admitiing
T Tterritories to ths Union as slave stutes.

(3) "pifty-four forty or fight" was the alogan which meant
that the Americans would f£itht fnglend over the boundary

of Kansas,

(4) glavery was the mal cause of the Civil War,

(5) Linooln said, "A house divided against itwelf cannot
atand."

(8) Asron Burr was prosident of the Confederais jtates.

(7) 3lavery began in the dnglish colonies in 1660,

(8) Gloodysar discoverad the process of vulemnizing rubber.

(%) Tackson introduced the spoils system in governmmt.

(10) The Hmancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth
Amendment were the same,
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DIFLONA EXAMINATIONS
Aprll, 1938
B0CIAL STUDIES, INCLUDING GROURAPHY, UNITED STATES HISTORY,

KANSAS HISTORY, CIVICS

List 5 important raw materials of the United States,
(&) Locate the Boulder Dam,
(b) Why was this dam constructed?
(¢) When was it completed?
List the 2 largest money cxops in Japan.
(e) In what zone is Kmnsas located?
(b) In what zone is Japan located?
(c¢) What nickname is applied to the state of Kanses?
Give provisions of Xansas-Nebrasks Bill,
List 3 netural resources of Kanmas.,
Iist 5 institutions of Kensmas,
Fill in blanks: _
{a) Our state bird is the .
(b) Our state flower is the v ‘ .
List 3 factors that caused our industrial progress,
In blank opposite each word write something of historic interest
avout each:
(1) Haile Selassie
(2) Tames Watt
(3) George Washington
(4} Richard arkwright
(5) Jenner
(6) Dr. EBdward L. Trudesu
(7) Blias Howe
(8) "Tohnny Apple Seed"
(9) Tames Hargreaves
List 3 things that you have in and about your howe that were not
heard of 75 years ago,
Match by placing the eorresponding number on the blank preceding
the word or words in the opposite columm:

(1Y robot "Deserted Village™
(2) mandmtes China
(8) World's Fair Bwang
(4) Goldsmith Century of Progress
(B) Slater Negro folk music
(8) Stephen Hoster China
(7) Yangtze subma rine
(8) river injunetion
(9) straw shoes mechanical man from Czech
(10} tea word meuning “"work"
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15,
18,
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(11) Hollana Tirst cotton mill
(12) Ruler of Germany Jamea ¢t

(13) ateam engine Trade Schools
(14) Guilds T Hitler

List 4 traits that make for good cltizenghip.
locate the following canals:
(1) Panuma
(2) Suesz
(3) Kiel
{4) Brie
{B) Bault Ste Marle
What is the oldest as well ns the longest existing ocunal?
The gremtest inland waterway in the world in the .
Place "T" in front of the statement if True; "F* if Faises
(1) The most important ocean trade route is the Morth
Atlantie,
) Phoenicians were the firat traders by sea,
) Wo longer is one country indepemdent of another,
) The movement from the sountry to the town is a world
problem, '
(5) Minneapolis 1s the world's greatest milling cent er,
(6) Stendards of living bave been constantly improved through
the exchange' of co'moditiesn.
(7) The movement from our fams into the clties ocreates a
agerious problem,
(8) Agriculture und its related industries are the basmis
of our prosperity.
(9) Industrialism has produced the machine age.
(10) The machine age has brought about added leisure time,
(11) The cost of advertising is paid by the consumer.
(12) Scales used by merchmnts to weight commodities bought
or 80ld are tested by a goverummt official,
(13) wise consumntion of products is essentisal %o the happiness
‘ of people.
(14) Trede and eivilization go hand ian hand,
(13) Trading by barter today is carried on by primitive seople,
(18) Air and sunshine are generally called "free goods",
(17) Everyone is selfe-sufficient.
(18) No one in Kansas lives through & day wiihout calling
upon several countries for help.
IList O articles that we in Kansas securs from forelgn coun ries.
what invention made 1t possible to rulse a vessael to u hipgher level?
State the difference betwoen a retall denler und a4 wholesale dealer.
F411 vlanks with correct woxds to make the sentences couplete;
(1) The printing press was invented by .

e

(
(
(
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as,

(2) The cotton gin was invented by

(3) The world's higheat building is the

(4) The merchant's organization of northem Europe during
the 1iddle Ages became knnwn s8 the League.

what is there that guarantees to you no unadulterated food?
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THE OXFORD ORADE SCHOOL
Martin 14ttle, irineipal

Oxford, Fansse

mreh TH, 1934

Hre. Yary L. Uatkine .
County Superintendent of choola
Viellington, Kansas

Dear Yre. Wetkine:

Because of recent active intersst in the question of promotion
from the elghth grade into hizh sehool, I amattempting to study the
problem from several nngles. ne of them im the opinlon of sompetent
Judges, the County Supsrintendents,

After oareful thousht, would you answer the guestion ss I huve
asked it on the enoclosed curd. "Would you favor doing away with the
county eighth grade diploms examination, and allow the tescher Lo pro-
mote the ninth grade from the sizhth just ae she hss prowoted Prom the
geventh to the elphth?" Pleuse make your anewers styietly, "yea™ or
"no™ on this proponition e I am unable to use qualified nmswers,
Then, in o sentence ox two, would yu plaase tell me why v u angwered
as you 4id” Juat drop the ocard in the msil,

I am saking this srudy undsr the gupervision of v, Zdwin J.
Brown, Director of the Nraduate Division of The Kansas dtate Teschers
College, Emporiu, and with the permissilon and interest of our itate
Superintendent, ¥r, ¥, T, urkham,

Thank you very much for your help and prompt reply.

Yory truly yours,

surtin 14t6ls, Prinel al
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THE OXFORD GRADE SCHOOL

Martin Little, Principal

Oxford, Kansas

January 21, 1937

Mise Inez J. Lewis
Stote Superintendent of Sehools
Denver, Calorado

Desr Miss Lewis:

As you know Kansass is paying particular attention at the
moment to the piving of stats diploms examinations to eizhth
gradersa, The law requires that ench eighth grader in third class
cities and rural schools be .iven the examination, The system is
" eriticized from several poinits of view. Chief of these is that
it makes for the memorization of facts to the exclusion of ime-
portant other things to be gained,

I am making o study of this problsm under the supsrviaion
of Dr. Bdwin J, Brown, head of the graduate division, Kansaw 3tate
Teachers College, Emporia, I am anxious to know in this study
how Coloradeo handles this problem., Iy I iwmposs upon you long
enough for you to give me this information? I should like to
know whether your state gives an elghth grade diploma examination
and what the general attitude is toward it. If you do not give an
examination, who does the promoting, the teacher, the county super-
intendent or some speciaml supervisor? May 1 have, also, your
personal opinisn concerning the problem?

Very truly yours,

Martin Little
MLOM

0204



STATE OF MISS0URI

DEPARTMENT OF FUBLIC SCHCOLS

CITY OF JEFFERSON

January 25, 1937

Mr. Martin Little
The Oxford Grade Hchool
Oxford, Kansas

Dear Mr, Littles

I am very much interssted in the study you are making on the
examination for the elghth grade diploma. While I do not fesl
that merely passing an eighth grade fact e xamination that pupils
‘ghould be given a diploma, but in addition to completing the work
under a teacher they should also pass such an examination thus
furnishing a oheck both on the pupil and the temcher eand setting
up more uniform gtandards for graduation,

I am enclosing a page from our Blementary Courses of Ftudy which
gilves our plan for guarterly and final examinations. We feel that
in the ten yeurs we have been condueting a type of exmmination
gimilar to this that the standard of work in our zTural schools has
greatly improved. This is not only my perscnal opinion but one
shared by practically otne hundred per cent of our County Super-

intendents, ‘

1 shall be glad o correspond with you further amd will appreciate
knowing more about the results of your study.

Sincerely yours

. F. Yleen
AFilgea Director of Rural Hducabion
CH :
Enc. 1
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STATE OF IOWA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

DES MOINES

Janvary 25, 1937

¥r. Mertin Little, Prineipal
The Oxford Grade School
Oxford, Kansas

Dear Mr, Little:

The problem of the diplom exsminations for
eighth grades has been bothering us for & long time too.
The law in this state requires the state department to
igsue the examination questions, but all other arrange-
ments, marking of papers and iesuing of diplomas are in
the hands of the local county superintendent.,

We are trying %o make a little headway in this
problem &8 you will see by the materials we =re sending
you. Under separate cover we are mailing you a eopy of
our monthly bulletin for December, e have checked the
items referring to the plan in use this year for the
eighth grade examinations, We are enclosing herewith a
cireular explaining what we are doing this year,

We are also sending you a copy of civoular #754
which gives the plans for the year in gragter detall,

Vary truly yours,

Agnes 3amuelaon
Juperintend ent of Public Instruction

&

o
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STATE OF NEBRASKA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUGTION

LINCOLR

Jenuary 286, 1937

Mr., Martin Little
The Oxford Grade School
Oxford, Kansas

Dear Mr, Little:

Under separate cover we are sending you ouy manual,
"Rural Bdueation Moving Forward,” Information in regard to
the eighth grade examinations may be found on pagea 23, 24, 26,
27, 828, and 29,

The high school tuition is paid by the county, Some
do object to the eighth grade examinations. However, the jssuan e
of a high school admigsion certificate inmvolvee an ozpmditure
of county funds and oan be best justified by meeting ceartain
requirements, which are provided for in Rebraska by Section
79-901, Webraska @ehool Laws,

Most sincerely,

_ CHARLES W, TAYLOR
' State Superintendent
of Public Instruction
By
Chloe ¢, Baldridze
CCB :MIF Direotor Rural Bdusation



U4
THE STATE OF COLORADO

DEFARTMENT OF EDUCATION

DENVER

Junuary 29th, 1937,

Mr. Martin Little,
Prineipal, The Oxford Grade School,
Oxford, Kansas,

My dear Mr, Little:

I have your letter of inquiry as to the method of eighth
grade examinations and promotions in Colorado.

Some years ago the Btate Department sent the examinations
to all districts and the promotions were mafe upon these examins-
tions, This Department believed that such practice wms inadequate
and unfair and not to the interest of those comerned, Therefore,
wa turned the situation over sentirely to the County Superintendents,
In my opinion the beat Qualified parson to control thess examina-
tions in queation would be the County Superintendent. He can bake
into consideration the vurious deficlsneies snd hold responsible
those persons who have superior advantages. The 3iute Depariment
psan enter the scene enough to provide the Htate Course of Study
8o that all the childrsn of the state may have a body of eomaon
knowledge, But 1 do bhelieve that the finml suthority In promotion
ghould be the County Surerintendent,

Vary sinceroly,
Inez Johnson lLewls

State Superintendent of
IJL/8. fublie Instrustion.
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STATS OF OKLAHOMA
DEPARTMENT OF FUBLIC INSTRUCTION

OKLAHOMA CITY
January 25, 1937

Mr, Martin Little, ¥rincipal
The (Oxford Grade dSchool
Cxford, Kanaas

Dear ¥Mr. Little:

Under separate cover we ara asnding you bulletins
desoribed in our elsmentary school standerdization plan.
Sehools rated as elementary aderedited schools, with the
permission of the county auperintendent, may promte pupils
to the ninth grade. Those not rated as aocredited mugt take
the regulayr elghth grade examination,

Arter reading the material that has been sent to
you under separate cover, if you wish answers to specific
guestions I will bve pleased to fumish them.

Former State Supsrintendemt John Vaughan is now
President of the Northeastern Stute Teachers College ut
Tahlequah, Oklahoma.

Very truly yours,

B. ‘;\\- Duke
BiD fo Rural School Supervisgor

0204




