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the roaring of an airplane 
ar ripening grain, 

ot raindrops 
mid -8U:Dil8 r rain, 

think and liCnder 
past and gone 

shaped and made the present, 
tb.e future won • 

.... ~,.~-- co livet before llS 

school church and state. 
laws customs. 

school the book and slate. 
eduoation 

a )ll.rt of life 
Can predict or the :future 

both grief and etritte. 

Tht!lUR~h those schools were simply founded 
quite long ago. 

our present sys tea 
from acorns grow; 

I can but hops, in mndering, 
our eehools' prosperity, 

as as they build it 
our own post$rity. 

t bellow at the buffalo • the 

tra.i ns • th• ehuggi:ng of combines, and the 

the robin in a ripen:in orchard, theS$ indicate the 

1•a.r transition ptriod in the eharaoteriatio 

County, ltansa.s. In 1860 La.bette County was a wild land 

inhabited only by roving ba.ma or Indians tun a tew soattered whites. In 

1937 Labette County is inhabited by over 30,000 people who are supporting 

129 schools 
a combined enrollment of a pproxina tely 7, 000 :pupils. 



to of the histoiY or -the educational 

Ji08Sible. 



c 

tutionet 

BELATltD STUDIJS 

, I don't knoYJ men this sehool was 

1.~e,~o1•nR or oor school several ye·ars 

schools in the county. l't These 

at definite knO'flledge concerning the 

the cooJatr.y. The :problem of this study is to 

the county. 

source concerning the educational insti

in Iabette County, Keeas. 

In so :tar e.a the beginnings at most 

r h.opes that this study 

future educators. As 

or education were published 

in rea~ats, the writer hopes that 

contribution~ 

s trtu, in as far as it is possible, 

or t bf.l. various educational 

............... ,.., ..... men they ere founded, the :people 

in the founding. and in as far as it ia possible, their 

in • buildinsa, valuation, etc. The insti-

tutions studied included all rural schools, all graded scri.ools, all high 



::ethod 

c()llec:te4. The data eolleete4 in this 

a up9 rint end en ts. 

oouty suptrmtendeB.ta. 

H1•torlc.al Sooiety. 

oi ty .superintendents. 

or ed:uca tion. 

books. 

procedure. All early histories at the county, p!imphlets, 

c • county superintendent reports,. and both the annual 

and biennial reports of the state superintend.(!lnt were used to obtain the 

early histories of the county and its schools. Original maps, census 



llip sehaols in the county tor 

The 1t0rk as a whole, and of each individual 

e:xtensiYe study relative to education 

J. I. Case,. In his bock Jii.storz 2!. Labette 

Co1.mt;r, Kansasl he devotes one chapter to t'be :rormatiom of the early 

1 J. 1. case, Histoq ,!!. La bet-te Oountr, Kansas (Topeka, Oran.e 
and Go., 1893) 1 pp. 181-219. 



stud 

that 

2 

Andreas, 

3 

herein 

alll tbe peepl• inst~:a1ual b. their 

aeae detail. ease liata ~ll diStrict and tgwn 

started. ln. thia work there is alao mention 

eolle~. Oswego college 

tells mere the 

!oration. He also lists 

in the tol"t!lation at t be earliest 

previous studies. ;lll of the previous studies 

or the romation and ••tablish.mant of the 

oaae3 is the! only inTtu!Jtisa.tor 

cooeerai.n& the f'ormati on at the early 

fail to 11 Ye the sour<ut or their 

do not &f!ree. 

wesent studz. ln this study the 

titutions of Labette County. It is hoped 

may add information more recent than 

,.._ .................... , ......... , Hiatorz !1:, .!£!., dtate !!_Kansas (Chicago, A .. T. 
l450-14r78. 

Case~: .2.1!• !:.!!.• 





II 

eame as a blaeksmi th for the Indiana 

l 
is now looa ted." !'Jere he 

one 

1'1, 184:7. 1;,oo established a trading 

1 J. I. Case, Historz 2£. Labette County, Ka,naas {Topeka, Crane 

and Co., 1895), p. 21. 

2 ~Tank Black'buft, Kansas {Chicago: Standard Publishing Oo.) 

II • 



1878.) 

7 

who contributed much to the early development 

Liale. 6 He broucht seTera.l :men and settled 

soon erected several buildings, one ot 

eton lmt1 tor doctor's otf'ice. Ue had much to 

Collins, T. Dick:erme.n, 

oaw1t1• actual tomat1on &t Labette County 

until 1867, t tw.lve years after the 

thirty of the law ot 18551 all 
~, ............ Oounty -.s orpnizad into a 

20-M. 

8 A. T. Dtekert.Dlln, oswego Deu1oorat, (Oswego, Kansas, Novemb0r 13. 



g 

Ita eaat liae ftB 14 mtas nt~Jt or tile 
'llddth •• miles~ { vhieh was supposed 
line ot 18}. 

tetti to%7 ate:ndin& fl:"QQl the 6th 
to lHJ'tU$d,al7' ot t he state on tke 

.... h •• -.. .. ""'""··· :neutral lanls on \te east to 
'fae area ·<11l LaN'i'M Oou$7 

ineluded 416 1000 acres of J.and .11. 

Countz. There are two eotrf"lictin& storl ee concerning 

creek •s named a:tter Pierre Labette. 

near i t• mouth. Com emi~ the n.e:mi:nc of the 

lS 
:follow: 

Laber\iw Greek, the lart~eat stream 
ita lilli ta. ~~ceo~di,ns to tradi tio:n. 

••,jl·"·" the JUU~;e trom the following incident t In 
GOII8 fftMh trapp•re pi tcl'Mti their camp 1\&&r a 

c ~k.. meal was pre pe.~d and the Frenchmen 
1 t when a deer came in sight. ,~:;. 

Ca:!.U~ • .2E,• .!.!!•, P• 25 • 

10 T ' d R" .... t <rv .,. ~.,..<15ft a ( Chicvtao: A. • ;~..n r•as, . ·.,,i;.C o'jf.. £.:_ .n.~~ -o 
R. R. Donne.lley 

and 3ons) II. 1453. 

11 l case, ~· ..2.U..·, p. 3 • 

12 ~·t p. 31. 

13 .. i... T. Andreas, .2£· ~ , P• 1454. 



AM:r •• k1118. I>tr1ttac the a.bsene.e 
ca. aDd made hiliiUBlf eo dia-

-~ru. ...... - ..... 'b-.t to 4ep~Jn 4;)ue. O:ae ot them. 
• I iff ic'Ul ty, •xclai.m&d as 'he 1rum ed 

Ia Okl the eeastl the 

on o». the fo~tion or the county 

"'.~..,~~~~~ut• ot Mlthew on the preent &~ite ot os.wego 

has been liS A.tter his dea:t:~ iJ:t 1961, ( Jfatbe:ws 

J • I. 
15 Ibid .. , -
17 Loc. oi t. --

fiJ'llt a1u:s•e •• epened O':ta the ];f!'fiftJ$llt site 

Glints Rext'Gl"d aJXl B. P • .llsb:re·e,, Their 

!ke popu.l.a.tion 

eD1n& the aoiiaal t oai.JJ~ or the toa, 
18 

to in 1869. m tea the tollowin&l 



town of 1, 196 pGople.l<J By 1890 

,.._,. • ..,Vl ..... ,~" to &,,5'74. .From thia ti• on the growth 

and by 191.6 a ratlle:r deo1de,d drop in 

first settler in 1i:ut.t ia n.ow Chetopa was lolul 

10 

river prior to 1866. The tom company 

ue<:>rl:e Liale, Geor&e He:nson, w. s. Goss, Willouby 

!'eally o~m.ces w 1 th the 
YMr :lphn.1m Douha and lb-. 

ti~ws• upon the towu-site. It was 
on wast side of wli:tllt. t is now- 'fnird 
• treet, n•r ~ • alley. I a tlla ia 

the first stGn ia the t,oe. Boon 
na• ot built a cabin ad black-

str.et new is and bet•e• second 
were th• oaly b1tild1ags in toa at the 

!B of 1817 11l1ough Donuda who had a 
BGtiSNMto tunmtJ .ave4. 1 t to Chetopa til1d looated 1 t on 

the h,osho near the root d Maple street as 
1C~Cate4. "his t 1:rfB 011 fre.M houses mde ot 

to be built where beti~ either. log or 
been mde to an.swer. 

19 /ltlas or Labette Oou.n"ty, Kansas. (Des :t:oines, Kenyon Company, 
1916} J p.. 60. 



21 
~-t 

22 .!E.!!·· 

ll 

Chetopa was built by Perry Barnes oo. the south 

,il, ...... i1' .... ..,. streets. !his aa• year (1868) another 

•• •• erected. The first plastered house 

ho~use built by J'a"m !I. C:richtcn, Chetopa's 

been nothing 'but wooden strootures 

aDd 187! llad a population of better than 

town 111 Lalletw 0(n.mt7.21 

1:. located on the nerth 
of aeetion 19, North tovmship, 

OJO:ed a small stock of 
, ... ,,,,,._, .. ,..,.,. wu on Je:ptembttr 25 1 1869, 

a new postoffioe establiahed at 1bat 
place or meeting.n ~ther it 

two b:mnchH o t the La bette, 
o:nlnc:ln'iits ot the I. Ilk T. 1 neithbr of the latter 

or of traveling pub lie, perhaps 

P• 

.P• 

int erest. ib.en a hundred years 
_"""'" .... have gathered m.round it, the 

.a ohapter upon the founding of the 
with deli~ght. But as a sober, 

curtail the wl ngs or mythology' 
it lfaS became of the proxim.ety Of the 

,. .... """""'"""' of the Rig and I.ittle !wabette that the 
chossn.22 

147. 

169 • 



23 

11•iis ot is new the e 1ty ot Pa:rsons 

a :tew d8,J's later •• laid out as 

• 83 •• Ol.aer, a eirtl emainMr. 

incorporators ot tb.e tQWD. e,xperieneed 

title to end. possession of t be land 

JlilU~<lm~i, Xauu. and Teas Ilailroad 
""' 

elsnhcu."•• thereby akins the 

undertakiq, As a result of 

ito ll1tl7 the .1~4 ldlioh it 

of was rapid. ,.There -.as quite a strife :tor the honor 

~., p. 170. 



to 

24 

25 

26 

Ibid., - P• 

Ibid., P• -

were ,...obaae4 l&y A.'&ftha Oa:ey. 

tcr 1 t the tii tle f1t w'flae Infant 

oxa the to101-siie MS 
the tO'Wl'l oompmy in aonn.eotion 

li:JW;,.,.,,...- 1l:PP8t" ato;ry- at qiel!t 
• off1ee and the public .~all, 

to-. a s-.Ml a•on.rt 

;li)lll,i.'I.U.&c"#'.a..~. il u!'d.•r• ucl ll"CUUtJT. ster. by ;r. B. Ora:mer' 

I. a. Stevana who R,S ••48 the rir st post:aaster. 

1?2. 

142. 

eaJ>ly doet•• we:re named: httie, 

)lQ)PaeJt.• 

4rilled ill1 hOJ:H~B of atrikittl e artesian well 

bl!i ole 7&rdls u d a g l1uu~ t ae tory 

\be Yioini tr for heat. 

Ivy 1iortleet, .Personal Interview. (October 16, 1936) 



s mill 

27 

28 

( 11 x 14 teet) 'beJ.oafP.ng to ·Jeptha 

aute1iion 30, 111 :llm til!'"o'f'o toaship.
28 

aae fall tllis firm brought 

building still stanis. sooth and 

~· buineas ·QD.tU lS"f9, eea tae:r sold· 

buildins done until the construe-

in , with the eXC$ption ot the 

in operation in the spring of 1864, and has ever been 

J'. I. Case, .ER,.• ;,!l•, P• 144. 

Ibid •• P• 138. -



to"'Cl 

ot 

at t be n1lroa4t in the su-..r 

ellb~lo1i.ac a )O!rtion fJt se.o'tiGH at and 50, 

... ~.UI!IIlf Zl. 18e6. 

or I. &milton. 

29 
on ~•'~'"4l•a~er !5, 18'19, a !lew company 

and s .. o. Woole were 

53, ~e 19. The land 

first bouse lWUJ ereeted. oa tlut tom-

~d a ae••l store, 
.FnJ,,... ... b~l!""•~~~· atarle4 tke aecedt 

a shoe ab:op, a»4 L. Y. Bakejt 
wm•u1~r of 1880. In 1n•l7• 1861, 

in h he opened a stooi: o-r 

aid orr in 18'10, by a 

of I.abette County • on the line of the Missou;ri, Kansas t and Texas Rail-

between the cities '1 Oswego and }?arsao.s. Prior to 

29 Ibid., p. 139. -
30 A. T. Andreas, op. cit., P• 1485. --



in 

31 
1486. 1!2li·' P• 

32 
Ibid., - p. 1487. 

site wu the railroad ud eon-

besides the claim 
a store rooa, in 

l,jl~"l.lio&".~ •s npi4t 
ita establish-

Ben 1 t •• said 1 

!U!t4!)8IJID Division in.d the .au.·. 
lroad. So rs.p1d, 

ete., aoout 
attained a population of about 

~LDW•D Of' TlilriOU$ kinds, and 
But., Alast tor _its 

the railroad oompany~ 
&qvalled only by tbe rapid.ity 

but three rll stores. 
:residences. 

in the extreme north 
first in lbrehead .as 

It YM a SMll one story 
the tall of 1878• 
bnainesa houses, 

plotted by J. P. 
to be moved to oemtom 

their eatabliabmBnt or have dwindled 

until they are a£ 1.1ttle importance as 



l? 

•• tallow: Dennis, Montane. 1 Barton, 

Hill, l:>now Hill, Crouse, 

and Xingston.. 
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to 

1 
,a •• 

and Sons) , 11, 1455. 

m 

cre41' ChetGtpa with 

1858. Dr. Georce Liel•, on.e 

.M'V.ii.WV'A oase e.s toll en t ~ 

1858, OhiM.en, Oeorp 
Benja'Jiill 'fo44,. Jtille.rt 

YJL.Le~r11l£1f0D. and ••elf' SOt to1ether 
a aohoolhouse tkat 110U14 be larse .nough 

as • c~ould 1•t the p'l"'8e.eller. li 
a site aDd tilt upa size ot 

.,_, ... .,~-~ .. 1<.. ... .- to e:pprot'e ot sam&. !ke 
aut trverybo(ly tlar-' o\lt au agr&ed 

in a ere..el:t •• aEI one-aalt mil$a 
peo pie a.g:reed to ••t 
... .,.. d 14 with suo lll 
a houa e • n by 24: reM 

Ieske« 111 ii'h 11 * Salft&, 
a 4 1d ndow hit-

saw; on Stmh1 it was 
'TA~~~a~~~"~ c. Benel'7 oomm.eneed. a 

one rort then 
JBOnths 1 PlRaant MeGfle 

msn the war 
its etteote. 

, all the i:r:ihabi tants were 

History of Kansas (Chicago, R. R. Donnelley 

2 Belson cue, His toq !!!. Labette County, Kansas (Topeka, 
Crane and Co., 1893) s p. 181. 



to the organization of schools 

on April 82, 1857, 

tor two years and 

riu:teD.dent, the county 

eo• twnty or more 

tbe :re 1l!'lfUJ 110 public 

the fall ot 1857. Row-

in various parts ot the 

schools 

th1neen, :rtiDtrteea, and. t•anty

•M-~~ .... - •• in 411tr1ct. OM• is deacn:ibei. below 

alao tbe looa t ion at 

started teachins a sebool 

Superintendent's office, Oswego. Kansas}. 4 Recorda, 

5 
.ii.llG.i.O'I.i'.U case, .21• .!!!1• f P• 182. 



11 

. LA8£TTE 

FAIRV1£W 
12 

0 

7 

4-

HACKBERRY R/CWLAND 

FIGURE 2 
comm, KANSAS, 

,, .. ,,'LJ'.,.,_.JL...._ •.. n .• OF THE 
SCHOOIS1c 18r57 
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of 

in the 

to 

•• etant\1111 oa lot 1, blook 33, now 
s store, a small frame builC11ng--

ue of this buildiq far scoool l"ll"POSes. 
wre furniubed with leas, thus we:re p:rol'id e4. e. 

the first pub lie school in the county. 

Clerk, shows that there were 175 children 

attended a three-month school, taught 

er. !he averese daily attendance was 

'PEJl" mD11 th.lO 

in the eounty in 18&7, the growth -.s 

in '\ibere were 45 lstriets holding sehool 
11 

ot l,l,:J7 am u average daily attendance of 752. 

7 Recorda, op. oi t. , 1323. 

8 f1elson case, E.E.• .!!!.·, 1, 68. 

9 Records, op. cit., P• 325. 

10 Lee. cit. --
11 AimUAl Report 2!, state Su;eertnten.dEmt .£!. Public Instl.'Uotion, 

(Topeka, Kansas Publishing co., 1859}. 



'IIIUJ 

12 

atteadanee of 4,045. This number approaohed 

A,A,,_,.._ as the nser of districts 'Ul1<1er opcara.tion
13 

19!1-2~. there were only lOS. 

Dlatioaa;blp &f i;&e, }l;l\ll)il e>f S·eilool a.p 

doa to 'tb~ ])~t~•nt •1 best be: cot ten ' 

.l,.,,,,,.,._,._,.,.,,,. S 4. J'lgure I show by fi vEt-year 

nu.ber of pupils esrolle4 in 

\<) m lto4 ia "best IJJ:]Plai,aed by tl:le fc;:l.f~t .that during 

in lti&'h seho6l as rapidly morem.s inii&• 

Third Biennial Report ot Superintament 2.!. Fublie Instruction 

{Kansas Publishin3 House, Topeka). 

13 
Thirteenth Biennial Report .2!, stat& Superintendent B.!. Publie 

Instruction (Kansas Publishing House, Topeka}. 
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tion 

1 

teen 

nt 

26 

Newlon organized the first twenty distriota in 

we.s some changing of district numbers e.nd loea-

original twenty still exist as organized. By 

been organized. Of the one hundred four-· 

been. organi2.ed in Labat te Oounty> Case
14 gives 

early works of one hundred eleven of these 

4 to supple~t Case•s work has been able 

inforaation on same districts but on others the records 

school, erection ot" new buildings, a:nd early 

obtained. 

order for the tor1!1fl.. tion ef 
that it was leeated in the southeast corner 
The fi»st report Qt the district is dated 

-.;..1!1"·-·- b7 iilliet.m F. J«ason, clerk .• showilti 
4is\rit:rt1 26 beil.l& in attendance in a private 

~' B:raue;h\. ~. B:raupt -~t in her 
ou. aeotion 34, in oawgo township. ·· 

school was IUU~~td after t:he Stioe family upon 'Whose land 

house was built in 1868. w .. Leonard taught the first 

in this building at t25 per month. 

14 'f~elaon case, .2£,• ·!.2:!·, p, 182-213 .. 



to 

2? 

3. Disrt:rict JJo. 5 •• probably organized in 186'7, 

p;:·tuu~n.t•d to b cou:aty authorities :ror a change 

).ar. The first district report was made 

by Clinton Gore and :r. F. Hill. tor a 

on , 1S8t, bon!s to the ext• t o t tiiO 

with which to build a sohool kouse. !hiS money was used 

a store build in& from 

WII!UJ as a s,ahool houe until 1893, ltl.en a. new school 

evidentlJ several mistakes in his defining and 

school di striate. There is no record of District 

4 ever been formed but the description of the ±"ormation of' 

Die trict 'tlo.. 5 exactly fits what is now District No. 4 and :in a like 

16 Nelson case, 2,£• .2..!!·• p,. 186. 

17 sehools ot Labette County {unpublished historical and pictorial 
record, county superintendent's office. Oswego, Kansas), P• 18. 



or 

in 

28 

of Di8trict 6 Oll. the. early records exaotly 

of' Die tr1•t ~to. 6 sa:ya that the i'o:rms.-

and s. lt, Southwick. These 

in the dia trict wa.a tau.ght by lktilda ~uinby 

uuJLlol.~.l. was a subscription sehool thr&e months in length. 

six children in the school, l'lhioh was taught in a log 

as beld on the OpttJt prairie of the 

f'i:rat school boo.rd tfJleeted was oom:posed ot 

built during tile sprins of' 1869. 

!• 'kJ tU mix up in the numllerint; ot d-istricts 

th•n t~as no District No. 6 in the first twenty 

u-!.'tll"t"~ .. , Jupertntendent Newlon. District No. 6 is 

or Valeda and was f'ormed by an order
21 

dated 

~· ~-, p. 188. 

19 :Jchools 2.!. Labette Countz, op. cit., P• 28. 

20 Loc. cit., --
21 case, op. ;:.!!·, P• 187 • 



in 

1, 

school house wu built ill 167S. In lS99 this 

,l,ii.Liillr.u•'~ with a new buildi:ng 1a 1900 but a , 

aile east dt W.re the old builiina 

A District {5o. '1} .s torned, in l887 'in the 

to..-..hip bn:t ao se!t.ool ftS ever taught there 

b:y &tar dis-;riots. 23 On Decui~•b•r l7 • 1869, 

10. 

BisA:op SchoQl~ The namJ was changed 

the aew seh0ol ••• •&s wilt in 1686. 

fte first report at this district is dated 

is signed by R. L. Cornial, 26 olert<:, and shows 

22 Schools .2.t La.bette County, op. ~1 t., P• 29. 

2!3 case, E.l• cit. 1 P• 188. 

24 George Bahop~ personal interview. {M!lreh• 1936} 

25 Loc. cit. --
26 case, .2E.• .£!.!.•, p .. 190. 



27 

28 

30 

• 

in. thtt distric:d; but no sohocl having been 

first school in the district wae tatght in the 

There WI'$ twenty-one pupils enrolled. 

ln 1858. It was used until 1871 Wb.en a 

This building is still i:n ue and is in 

·~· J*pils were eurolled and attended this 

al:lat~tal lda:11.'7 .,.,._. )flYed to a teaeher ws $100 .oo 

·•u• $14.00 pEJr llfll•k.2? 

t. fle'tsl'lcfl ia ta Montana township east c:r the 

•• :PM•\111 t-- illlN~ &!though Yr. Otuse
28 

emlld 

to:ration. $fh.e date <'L the first school is in-

a:n!l no reports f %'Om the dis triet prl.or to 1671. 

fl:istrie:\ state that the tirst s®ool waa in 186t. 

tor tiNt sohoel was 4estroye430 by tire on 

Schools ,2!_ Labette County. ~· ill•, P• 32. 

llllil'!L.!c_iti\U1ll case.J 2.£· cit.) p. 191. 

Schools 2!,. Labette County; ~· cit:• • P• 53. 

Belson case, 2.E.• .2!!.•,. p .. 192. 



FIGURE 5 

ORIGI1:l.AL :BUIL:DII~G IN 
DISTRICT 8 

31 



• eit. -
32 Loe. cit. --

32 

.ll· Tttis is a joint district at the norti8rn 

ot the d iB trlc t , and t bt school house is in 

fol."'.m tion Ca$e says: 
31 

Ivane, clerk, report'tld that 
a three-months scho·ol at a. sal.ary 

1d. th o urollutent of 15 scholars, and 
'ttt~ii!U:tEte of 9. The follow! ng year 

clerk; 

tblt fo~r at a s.alary or 
month, taught a tour-months 

55 .. 

fimt officers as shown by the records 

iilliams. director; and A .. s. Spalding, 

resid-.ts of the district is sure of' 

original order for the format ion or 
found; but a petition dated 1\tl:rah 5 1 

so• twenty more residents or the 
io }utve been March 9, 186B. The firett 

:Molesworth, olerk, and dated 
children in the distriot and 

then in progress. It was taught by 
a cabin standing on the southeast 

to s. T. Cherry. 'I'he school 
It was a trame building covered ~th 

33 Ibid., p. 193. -



at iB stating that the tirst scbo ol 

or -.emo!iea at the older34 resid en.ts of 

1 t as a log house • This old 

a »n building in 1884. 

tor •16.50 and tla bu11El ina 

!bare, haT& been fort.J-fiTe 

8ahool. 1b,e longest that my teacher 

""'·""'~ ..... in the d :Jstriat 11ith tki!'ty-one attending school. 
·' 

for aootu at a sala:r.y or :t20 •. 00 a month. 

•• a le& house built in 1868 by the settlers of' 

building wa.s looat.d en aeotion 7 in Neoaho Township. 

later the site was changed to section 12 in 

ami a good tra.me building was constructed. There is no 

this move and no one liTing row in the district can :remember 

the exact date. 

34 J. o. Hendrix, ~:rsonal interview. {April, 1936) 

35 Nelson case, .21!.• !!i•, p. 194. 

36 Loe. cit. --



one 

or 

!!• t1rst report of this district is signed 

3eptGmber 14, 1858. It shows twenty-

nothing :more. In a report dated 

that fifty-three children live in the 

or theae att;ended a three l'I.Onths school which we.s 

31 ot $11.00 per ~th. · 

is another district that was probably formed 

s administration but the records were lost 

written records or studies were compiled. The 

____ ......... ,. .... children in the district but no school. The 

fall or 1873 in a new school house that had 

spring a cost or $1.000.00. 'fhe land was 

the seh~H>l -.. na.d. This building 

M 
new brick building. • \tl1 taker, a brick 

ll• ThiS district was farmed October 7, 1868, 

to now on file. The f'irst report dated October 15, 1868, 

Loc. cit. --
39 Schools 2!. Labette County, .2£• ill..· • P• 41. 



clerk, shaws that there are eigl:rteen 

no school. 4:0 The first schoel buildiug w.s . 

tirst school ns te:nght by Mrs. :UOllie 

18?5 bonds w&re voted for a 

a ~ttncte•• 61oh was built on the 

-.-.. ,.......... as the Owmingham 

DR1'P1t1 "'''"""~-''"' ·~-~~•:QM~ •• lna;ilt j;J. 1915. The first teaohe r 

... :~-~~-· ~.'1 It: was mde a standard 

BO., ertsmal artier tor the formation 
thi handwriting ot Su:pe rint endent Newlon, 

'trict formed under his administration. 
file is ~eptember 12, 1870, s!«ned 

a. tln~:bseripticnt scllo&l taucht by :wrs. w. ;a. 

lul!,aocu. """'""' ... - •• ~eilt. 4S !he investip tor 

eo:m.uarning the date of the first 

~-·~·· p. 195 • 

.3chools ot Labette Oounti_, .E.R.• ill.·, P• 42. 

3ehools ~ Labette Countz., .2}1• .2!1·, P• ~· 

44 oscar B:ima.n, .Eerson:al interview. ( Oetob er 3, 1936) 



FIGURE 5 

OF TRE BUILDING IN 
DISTRIC! 10 



46 

4'1 

3? 

11. listni!Jt was ter.e:rly non as Rei Elm 

Cox. It is loee:ted in the soo.tb.-

the first boa,rd of aduca.ti on., In 

a.oJklOCtt house •• built which •a used until 1897 men it 

48 

petition was ~aeat•4 an Mareh 11 1 1869, 
H. Holbrook,. c. Jronta•e and J. 

this d.il triet, it -.s looated in 
Da1~t~lro TowaShip. tirst sehool aa a snb-

J\.8lm:Jia Powers • the board members 
"""""'"'"'..,..·""""'l 11Tflll.J't clerk; F. Swe.n;wiok, 

bf a re;)Ort datt~d Septsntb• 14, 1869 
~- .... - Livley. This report alsO shows 4-2 

dietrtct, iu a\ Lendanoe. · In J"anuary • 1870 
nnt.ut~t as 'built tbt southlfet~t e~r-r ot section 33 and 

a chureh a sehool. 

toe. cit. --
Ibid., P• 196. -



to ._. ereetad am is still in use. It 

.... ..~ ...... '11.11 .... ~ ... i:a tbl county. -'8 the building is still 

timt report was in 1870 "'tlen Le'W'is 

u .......... .-.... were 'ib.e ~oud mea'Ders • 
49 

'The 

bui1diq as ludlt U1 1870 aa\ was used until 

~~·•~~r~t vg . .a..a.."'"'•.flj• as erected. Bneee
60 

beeame a standard 

MC)kDWJ~Y !'owohip. fte t1 rst m~tetic •• held 

30, 1379. 111 Sept•mber of that 

diB'tri,ot, reported. forty chil<ll.ren in 

that mo school had bee:a tau~ t. 

Schools !:!_ Labette Count I., ..£:£• cit., P• 46. 

Nelson case, toe. cit. --



on 

5! 

54 

l,oe. cit. -

April 18, 1869 this d istriet as formed 
'fownab.ip, extending as far east 

'''""_, ........ ""' ...... •• held in the home of 
4.. Fatter, elerk, on September 7, 
418 triet. In t~ tall a S'tlb .. 

~:a~tnttr Biep in a los; how.se on the 
iulwar was director; 

_,....., ......... ..,..,. trEtturt:l'Per of th.e diStrict. 
in 1870 by Hiss Mar;r Die k•rman 
q~r·r o:r section 27. This 

aae par. 

1871 and burned dow-n 21. 1885. 

rie t at present was built in 1886. 

A.. Dickerman after whom thtit dist riet 

41$tri.Gt wa• located in 1870 and situated 

south or Haekb erry Creek. The first 

31, 1870 ,, tCl4 was s ignei. by 1 ohn 

:yr. 3h'Wileker reported that there we:re 

but that no school had been held. 
54 

of the first school tau~t in the 

district seems to have any definite information 

Schools !!! Labette Oountz, .2£• ~· • lh 47 • 

Nelson Case, ,2£• ~· t P• 198. 



...- 'fl."'"' 
... "'!!I .., 

:' ~ : : .. <\ 

~· . 

d1siiriet 11a11 formed &prtl 29 1 1869 
Mourequand, I. M. Logan, and George 

of 'h.irview Township axtend1ng 
first election as held in the 
11, 1869. H. Lopn, clerk-. 

18triot but no sehoo~ taught. 5o 

lliabath lson in her own hon:~e • 

vM.""""'""' ....... W8JJ 'Duilt by o. M .• Vonme. The 

40 

·.il!ili • .~ •••• ""'.~~~'· -~"'~~~~~'•·• 1\lllldl~' 'th• first sehool in this building·. 

Wilii1~~'"'·•• laad the school was built ani 

.Monroe. -This building was used until the 

district is located in the central part 

JLII>..I"-· •a used as the :first school house in 

the first tee.aber.M In the summer 

-.s erected and 1ohn Stroud, who s eoured. 

tirat tea.che r. 
59 

consisted or Leroy Jf. Dick, director; 

Reed, treasu1~r. The building 

Loc. cit. --
Loc. cit. --

58 case, ~· ill.· , 197-198. 

59 Loe. eit. --



FIGURE 7 

ORIGINAL BUILDING 
11~ DISTRICT 30 



51.. There is no ottic 1al :record -
diat:r1ct but it ie thought that it 

raf~a"~ on ti ehow t,he board -..'bers in 1871 

clerk; 

was added with Lowell Cannon as 

32. This district is ai tua.ted in the -
record ot 1 ts orpniaation has 

- .......... ~~ on tile is 1. report ade f\USUJt 51• 1870, 

f50 eh ildren in the district 

In 1871 the board •s composed of 

o. :Rietor. 52 

34. This district •s formed. July 8, 18SSJ 
"0"""'.......,. .... vnllli..L.J.w_wTownship wst ot FUD~pkin ereek. The 

R•rsonal interview. (October 10, 1936) 

Case, Loo. oi t. --



43 

of· Lyve:rly. July a. 186~. 
one pri»eipally inten sted in the 

first aa~ol 1WUl kual1t i:n 
!"'>Jii,.<A .• ,,... 1r. 

Richardson, 

55. Hill district was formed 1uly 9, 1869. -

for 14 

case, :?.E.,• ~-, P• 200. 

campbell, 2:rsonal iuten-iell. (February 13, 1937} 



it now 

time. 

44 

~~~=~=~ ~· !.'-• ftis d1Str1et was farmed JQ).;y 10, 1889 

66 

P~t 'l.iJ•ahiJ>. Miss 1os•pb.i:nt& Davis 

School 'au:. held in a lea sabin. The s ch.ool was 

The first board members •ra s. a. 

•~l••~IHIII ~IGi.IUia~ ueordtng to re110 rds on file.,. 66 This 

•• buildi.B& ere·eted which •s located one~ 

WllCilLe:r in the new builditl«1 which was built in 1972,· 

....,u..~~. ... 'WIO.~il!.7 aa destroyed. by tire in 1907 and in 

'buildin& as constructed whieh is still 

!!.• 1u11 10• 1869 this district was tormed 
aoaJ!Mtm pt.l"t of taap '!bwshtp. The· first 

lull' • '!'he tall o·t 1869 a. D. Graybill 
.... , •• u ... -· .... - to ll'P a les ·t&eaaa •• -. s.cu'bbweat 

To•site. Be tught the first seb.ool 
Darl winter sahool waa tau~ \ry 

•• baili in 18'11. I\ 'fillS first located on the 

•'!"'!hJillill~ ws an enrollmen.t ot seventy-11 ve pupils at that 

Case .. loa. oit • .. __ 
67 Louise Sligenwalt, 2!rsonal interview, (February 6, 1937 •) 

sa 1 ~o Case, .2R.,• !.....!.· , P• .t..a. . • 

69 Schools E!_ Labette Oounty, .2£• .ill• • P• lOS. 



on 

bui 

loe. cit. --
?1 

72 loe .. :!:it. -
?'3 · loo. eit. --
74 .>ehools 

~· Elistnot me formerly k:nown as 
•• formed oo. ~1.pr11 6, 18'70 and looated 

~ship. the first meetiag 
on .d .. pril 16~ 1870 a.t which 

1ohn Luneiford were elected 

1 d :tat riet waa formed J,~y 12 • 1871 

aoner ot 'Mound Valley 'fo~b.ip."?l. 

27 • 18?1• we.e 

in 1879 by Miss Della lilson. A cabin 

L. Walker •s us&d tor a school 

-.s e~ected. 72 

.Tl.J1D!I "'t 18701 I. P •. lm.ry and fl. R. Ables, 

eouthnstem comer of lalt.on Township." 
73 

?4 
in 1889 and is etill in ~~. 



in 

ln 1870 the petition of Iohn Oommor 
'n.,...!llllf.!lill>'n~"-~ for formation or a l\iatriat 

this being granted. 
18'70. 

h.ame of 1. Iliff, 

its fou.DAat ion. bu.t as it E.S 

~· Ellis distriet is situated in the north 

• 
new Rctloo~i. ut:JUII'!!!IB was built in 18'7!. Lon Blanchard was 

78 
building. in 

75 case, loo. cit. --
75 Loc. eit. --
?? E~:lls. Onsil, J?!!Sonal interview .. {February 1;1, 1937) 

78 case, op. eit., p. 203. --
79 dehools .!?!_ Labette count..z., .£P_• ..£!!· , P• 125 • 



' 
treasurer. 

loe. cit. --

18'10, t)J.iJJ, district 'W5U3 

ama'lllwel•t eome.r of Lib•n:J !Qwnsh.1 p., 
~:&ur.B:ted the petition tor ita 

ti:rat eeheel aeetilli was 
4, 18'?0. P. H.. GibS()ll J 

the ortiears reported far 

w t.-aa u t,ll1a bw.iltlin& 

ia ••• 
81 

store b'tlildiJ~C •• moT•d to t:t.e ai te in 

s. s. 3aytor, clerk; Georp ltbr:ning, 



to the Iesa Jhmnel 

building· had &o 

wall ealle4. Pleasant Valley, 

ol4 4•'bltt aMt41 •ere 

ia situated in the cent:ral
bolne·rillLi: on the state lias. 

p.1blic rtutor·ds lhen this district 
iva \G it which I have 

Burna, on Auaust 311 

with an average attendance 
'P'~Bi"Clllf!'•a• a letter sicned 'by S.n 

whioh he aaya that the 
~hat the e@ool bas, 
been paid off and quit; 

orp.niza;~t oa. !he ot:tie.ers 
dil"ector; B .. M. Smith, 

on the 

likely .the 8~ 
to some other district. 



R" • 

87 

'VWJI!il.\~.,...!lllt·C'i,. ia the SJrhlg af 18'12, 

:reeei "fM t25 a moo. th for her 

district, located in the 

first plio sehool in the 

!be eehool house lftl8 built 

a subBcrlptian aehool in tlle 

taucht the first pUblic school 

La.bette County, !!1!• oit., P• 128. 

loa. cit. --



50 

of 1871. 

ot walton 

b()8$ of lames Cahill, 

w.re lilliam Brien, 

are now the diatriets of 
a't on& time eo atud&nts 

f'or sa ta pupils took ttl.'l"as 
platr • 1'h• 

boe.rd. 

~"'·•'•'~., ]Gbn B.iokardson, and 
peti tion•d f'or the 

corac et Fair 
... crented July 6 

in the district 
on the DUte f'a.rm in 



51 

ot Ballentine this 

era were: Gesrp Skelton, 

treuunr.9$ 

or Qanada !ownship, 
tint meeting 

t1•, altho I 

or1&1ne.lly oe.Ued 

of Qawgo Township, 

reported 47 

o:ffie e:rs for 



i JlO 

foraed 1uly 25, 18?8 

first mMting 

ot this 

rorme4 and loeate4 

Ia 1870 the boal't 

Oart. !he first 

Pottinger .as the 

'llll.!!'.ll.,fiW1iiFY~ 't)J the OB.G that 

bu.U41q. H 



tuboe.rd 

lOS 

the to rat ioa 

• :nenoe 

a service pl~t · 

loeated three 





55 

IGU 8 



109 

reeord shows tbe boa:rd in lB'VO, -.hich 

to erlat, consisted off c. ;~e; o. 1. Presson; 

1a the fall of 1871. The school 

• It was patterned after G. J. 

the Jehoo].., 108 '&lr. Coleman 

next and is in. use at tb.e present 

in 18?6, in a alaim-eabith In 1877 

buildinc as eonstnated by .illred Lee ani 

he.d been a soldier in the Union 

the teacher. 

School of Lab etta Oounty, ~· ill.·, P• 138. ----
.21?..· ~-· p. 217. 



57 

.!!• :J)eeeabeY 15, 18'70 ~his district • 
~KJ~oum.Rilln; aom•r ot Tomahip, was organized. 

et m. B. Bald ion. on April St 
icerswe:re eliHJted: W. 1. McClintook, 

or J. K. Hart,. 
one organized in Boward 

tallah't b7 1. Bart in a little 
.. ,. ......... .,. ... ot 18'11. !his was a subscription 

in 18?2, aD! the first public school 

destrored by f'1 re. A year later a:notber 

uDti l 1900 •en it too burned down, The 

called !renton, the district had been 

ti •• la 

orpniz iq of this dist riet • 

TollmShip. The order tor its 

t1r1t so hool haw~ • was built 

school was taU~ht by Mrs. Hess, 

bouse was remodeled so as to be used 

diatritrt11~ as divided, additional bands were 

·'""·'''""''.._~_._= of IA.bette County • .2E_• ~·, p .. 139 • ........... __ _ 
loo. eit. --
loa. eit. --



toe. cit. --
cit. -

Schools 

- ... ~~. .... -. Stapleion, 1. 1. Dickeus ad A.-. Moore. 

114 

41n ric t is loea ted in the south 

the first one in the Towsh il' of La bette t 

of Decemer, 1871. A.Ddrew J' * Hea:~en, 

~~~~--UI!f •re the f1 :r:et ofticers.115 'fhe or i'inal 

.... u enrol.l.meat at forty pupils the 

pupib in 19~2.116 

dia'triGt Wall formed J'ebru.ary 8, 1871, 

.n~l1'1·•._,• TO'WllShip u4 the· western p1rt 

held 1n Jebl'U&.r.f 1 1871, e.t the house 

In the tall of 1871 the f'irst 

lJlbette county, ~· ~· 



59 

ao"t 1~& .Piek81' taught the first 

•w buildiJJ& ·•• built in 192s.
118 

O:a 1, 1871 this district was formed 

"W&S held at the home at G. w. 

Pottinger, t:reasurer. The first 

IW'.Jo•·'""'AIIII• lo}~"" ... ""''~·"~~..~ to 1tfcCoy •
1

19 

district, lying in the east central 

3, 1871. The f'irst meeting 

15, 18711 and th:an is a record. 

L. ldi!IOndson aDl D. S. Jtobb1M .l20 

membsrs of the board of 

Director, · ,lllbert Foster; 

at this time was Ida B. 

building was Velli~Ja Candle. She taught 

121 

.2!· ill.· t p. 208. 

tabet te OoWlty 1 .2,E.• ill: , P• 141. 

loa. ei t. --
ei t. -

121 Labette county, ~ ill.·· :P• 142. 



ill the eent:re.l nor"iben pari 

•s formed on the }')eti tion of 

12, 1871. The 

,Slocum, William Robbins. 

~e?S. In the Slllr:~Dlar of 

60 

was sed the folloYd.ng winter 

1ones, at a salfllj1' of twenty-ftve 

tar& were ta.l.lgh't af'ter i;he 

i!f'Plllll, .. ~,~t: llo"'"" ..... u..LW•• •• built in 1892.
123 

.!!.• district is situated in the 

!here is no reecrd of its forma• 

eettlsn or other persona able to give 

ion was evidently nade in 1871 and 1 t is 

:ramtso n, Georae w. Blake , 

datrict to be located in the south-

1u11 27, 1871. The organization was com-

r i:rst school meeting was held at the house 



cit. -

61 

.-1uua•ra elected wr.:u J. 'f. Hills • George W. 

e<UioitUU'.L si ta WI.S DO'\'Il:l.ii from 1f. R. Darrom 

was built in lSf2. soaool 

ieaoJa.tr being J"uti:ne :aarton1 

Clyde Reed taught his first 

a ~tala of' t3fi.OO :per mc:mth·~ 

..-u.~~,..,~~.~.li.Ua was luis'J'()'!ed b:y fire, being reple.oed 

B. 

UR•l26 

1!• Located a the northwest ·part of 

was orpnize4 in 18'10· en a pet1'ti~n by 

• 

lfhe first otf'i<un;•s wer-e David 

Bark.
117 

Sylvandale Yost Offiee wnich was 

Benler J~C;nmd 41striet in "the f:Utrly 

128 

,>ehools of Labette count I.. .2£• ill.•. P• 148. -----
case, loc. cit. --

Schools ot La.bette County, .££.• .ill•• P• 149. ------



62 

peti't1on as presented DeoHtber 19, 

.-.v ... 1.. and TBoa.& D. Bicl.man tor 

\ •• foraed January 3, 18'72. It 

-··n•""'""""' was held January 20• 1872,. 

tellElwiBa board me.mers w•r• 

wat.aoa aJd 1. o. Jting.129 

DBM here l:M t wu lAter mav ed to the 

!his district was :formed J"anmry 10, 

1181Ft'IIAtu&tJ cone et tabette Township. The 

the tim• iJb.o district 

of attended sebool. Th& 

a new brick building, which is in 

lac. eit. --



-· 

\ 

l 

the 

63 

Reeder petitioned tor a distriet 

TOWllShiJ on '!.11!'1 15, 1872. An order 

t i:r st meeting was held May 30 • at tb.e 

Beggs taught tm first school 

building was built in 

with Miss Begs as teaoner. TP&re 

a twelve-foot addit~on •• b1ililt 

Miss Anna Riggen bot tom taught from 

new sehooi house was 

. 153 
the school was sttuldardized. 

!!!· Located in the nortb.wst part of Canada 

March 5, 18?2. The first election 

wre, J'. 1. Higgi n, &le:tand er l'hinoe.n , 

building as built in 1902.. In 2900 the 

:rt ot it added to Blue Ribbon diat-rio t.. t1haa 

.......... -"" were not any books and some of the pupils 

as a ten.
135 

132 Nelson Case, loc. cit. --
133 3chools .£!. Labette poun:tz,, .21!.• cit., P• 151 .• 

lM Nelson case, loe. cit • --
135 Schools 2!. Le.bette co·;nty, .2£,• ill.•' P• 152. 
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!8, 18?2, dhr1st1an Leib petitioned 

part of Caa4a Township and the 

fbrmtion was ma.cle Nay 15, 1872. 

18"12, at the h~ of Christian Leib. 

ot 1872. 1. K. i:ussell taught 

•••~~m wr•1 Chris tia.D Leib, fo:r whom 

loo. cit. --
eit. -
J p. 211. 

1cuthu Pearson.l36 

In territory adjoining Chetopa 

J'une 3, 18'1'2. !he r irst meeting 

1une 14, 18'12, at which time the 

J. c. lrl&ht, 1. D. Bovee. and J. B. 

137 .-year. 

District is ei tuated in the 
The reoo rd. or 1 ts 

bouse costing 
18'12~1 and the first of'f'ioers 

, dtreotor; 1. B. Triasel~ 

district, located i.:a the northern 

3, 1873. 'l'hs n rat meeting 

1. D. Ellison, and 1. J, Butts 

first school ms held in the home or 



ei t. -

-. built in 1674. The bu.ilding 

first kao.twr. in the "building us 

• •• s tandar4 trpe so bool house was built 

140 f!l, 1S'f3,. Rims Wole 

-. orabize~l April 26, 18'13. On 

bal4.l41 !his all'hool was first 

ture •• built in 1873 being ~ 

wtul remodeled and standardized in 

·""'""""'""""''""- E! Labette County, .2:2,• ill.• • P• 155• 



Gll 

ll• :Deeel!lber &l, 187S. this dist:.r1ct143 

!be fi~st m~ting was hell 

*tell .... faraet 1u•r:r et. 1874. 

s, 1874-. !he r:tr 1ft \:.Ja 114\ing -.s 

April "• 18V4, this lis1rte't was f~rmed 

The ti:.ret lll£uttinc
145 

•• 

1a still i.R 'CI&t wu ~•ilt itt 

• .!.!• Richland District was formed June 18, 

in tb• fall or that same year. This 

loc. cit. --
loc. ei t. --

or Labette County, 2!.• ~., P• 157. ----



6'1 

ot Damafla Townsh1p.147 The first 

"'"'""ll::e.I'U'.L was atatda:riised April 5, 1929. 

p!lBSed a.nd tl;)e n.l.ll'l\9er ot pupils 

•. --... ~'"""" the building. At OIL& time 

'II"'" '111"'?---"ll"'A"''Io- pupils .149 

tiatriet was to:rmed in the north-

.. w .. -·¥A•.ll,. illlllliiiiLJI.!I.IIIIoii. U., 18'1'1. 'flle tirst meeting as held 

loc. cit., --

• eit. -

4iairlet was built on the west 

bf tilliga:m. for a b\tilding site. 

dietriet, located in the south

'~i~Ul rormed151 •rch 12 , 1875. In 



as 

to the 4 iS triet to estaolish 

year 1916, Mise Emma Wulfe 

n.w lnailding. The board. members 

:r~ PhelpB.l52 

district as formed in the 

}Jarch 14, 1873. The first 

district ~~ formed in the 

~,vw~u,o.u..LjJI• April 15, 1873. The first 

a school house costing $900 

."'"'"'vvr .... opened w1 th Charles w. Robinson 

!he term o'f sohool was then 

uaw sebool •• e:reete4 and the old one 

............ "" person to teach in this builting.
1

5
5 

loo. ei t. --

Labette Countz, ER.· £!!. , P• 160 • 



.!:!!!.• latices ot toration of this district 

418\riot is si tue.ted in the western 

1. Riker. 156 The only improvements 

playcl"'und equipment, are a 

tire extiDguismr. Later a 

ilohool house.l57 

located in the western part ot 

three lSOI1 tb. s. l'illia:me 

iti on was •de to the school ground. 

In 1913 tha new bui ldins 

in use at present •158 

1a ai tuated in the southern part 

u,a..~~~ ............. 1uly 28, 1881. The first meeting 

,~. ... ~. .. ru. .• ,.jl Cook, .;ruly 28, 1881. Dannil Co:rellt 

loo. clt. --



cit. 
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petitioB&! tor the formation 

18, 1881. 

trict is located in the north-

s., Cortu~lus, June 10, 1882. 

flllt:plrinttmdat. The boe.:rd •mbera 

as firet tee.eher of tbt 

built at the present si ta, l5l 

distriot is looated five miles 

Caael62 states that the diatrl.et 

a mistake in saying that 

-,,..,.,. .... ,,_.,. part ot Mound Valley 'rown.shi,p. It 

Valley T01m8hip and extends to the 

Ohss. Patter wore t be first teachers. 
163 

-.::..:::::..::::::.=.:::::. .:2!_ Labette Countz, ~· ~·, P• 165. 

l.oc. cit. --
Schools ,.2!:. I.abette aountz, .2£• 21!·• P• 166. 
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71 

it situated in the 

•• oraanised164 JebmaljT 11, 1684. 

6eeded the lam to erect th• 

at oaee, u4 finished in 

earlier settlers living 'in that 

iJ1 this school. There were 

or the early teachers were~ 

Yi,MU:t, aad oasq Wells .• 

dhltr~t is loeated in the 

This sonool house was built 

is oue-half mile north oa ~e 

Hill, which made for a large attendance. 



72 

distrto"t, located in Osage 

under the following eon

the •nib ers voted to move 

it now standa. 

districts ~re all put 

-.. origilltted from the tact that 

vall•J and· the roads were 

Mt~rtttur •• held ;~ugu.st 5, 1892. The 

wre u follows 1 1m. Turner • W. M. 

aoon. iasu&d, and a new school house 

corner at section 15~ in Osage 

first school l'f&S opened by Lillie 

4istriet is locat&4 two and one• 

180. The s<dtool was built 

in for the pupils to attend 

aa: Yrank Tauireet: o. Y. Chamberlain• 

Miss L~y Gillete were the 

~~~r .... ;,,-'!11'.11116'ft pupils attended school the first 

electricity, sidewalks and 

•• hundred vol~· 



I 
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18'70 

18"16 

18'11 
1871 
lBVl 
18'11 
1872 
1873 
1871 
1871 

77 
76 
79 
80 
81 
8! 
83 
M 
8ft 
86 
87 
sa 
89 
90· 
91 
ge 
93 
t4 
tfi 
96 

" te 

'' 100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
!Ott; 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
115 
114 

lS'IZ 
1871~ 
1871 
18'?4 
lSit* 

, 18?0• 
lS70* 
18'72 
18?2 
1872 
1S7! 
1873 
18?3 
1873 
18':'4 
187£5 
18'15 
l8'm 
1874 
1975 
1874 
1873 
1875 
lS't5 
1881 
1881 
1181 
l8S2 
1009 
1864 
1884 
1884 
laM 
1889 
1~92 
1915 
1925 

Diat:riet 1 wasL found•d in 1001. It -.s 
in a lilre :manner for other 

73 



e:i t. -

eJ..-.entary schools in whieh there 

bu114inp being taught by two or 

74 

-.. built in oswego in the spring 

~tl'11Ultl4 schools in Labette County;. Five 

ad osw,co eaeh have two 

Talley, D·ennis., Be.rtlett, 

one &ftded aohool. Inglish 

introduation to this ahapt.8r facts concern,.. 

l!,.,. .• '\Ji.,.JI\~ a 1 ohool building. In this 

v. Jlbntort and kllie Elliott 

me:re than the one room. was 

a two-stoTJ atone building was ereoted. In 

aehool rooms. ~te in the fall of this year 



• 

Lou.isa Allen taught the 

Oawep _s cb.oolla ••s 
.,..,.,.. d i:ree.iiOfl of a ohool 

this ~ were~ Hel.aon 
A. Starr, F. H. iltohinson, 

Ohii.estw • •o kat\ 
-.. mad• a teaabar 

illree years. W.:r.. Gh,ites tar 

served. tour. r-. ara .:. ·. .. Otl» .... •· .. :r 
H. O. Loq.llfl 

to build the 

:rmlr-:moa struot:••· ll>ldl t or 

u~M·1111"" at\Jlent-e. a.orc.e c .. sarvis 

•n Yo ted and a new. b:riek building 

now the site of the West grade 



76 

colored stnients was erected on the 

In addition to elaesreoms 

eq_uipant,· aDd gy»mlul1'tl.m, and 

records • 1m. ve in 
datriets in the county 

no record whatever now on 
the eouaty numbered 4; 

district 5 completely 
been noosniz$d as 
DiStrict Ho. 6 fits 

tlu~tn•f1tlll? recognized as DiStrict No. 5; 
,.,~"."'''~~M. in District Bo. 6 

dutrilt in 1872, it "lll1i7 
in writing out these 

lMlving out No. 4 
~ ... i.ll)li.iL .... order for the 

ed :ror anr:l was there-

to the state line on the 

aigntd by Henry S~nnon$ 

~\W11~.1.l!:I'.WO of school ase in the district. 

to show that sehool was taught 

consisted of William 

to be 137 and that a three :months' 

~· 2!.!· ' p. 186. 



lllen. Craft was tea'he~1 luttt salary 'being t25 per 

lntildt:mg bad as yeti l!)een erected, 'but EJarly m 18~9 a 

foJ! tle ereot:iea et a salaoel buildiDC. On DeeE\lun.• 5 • 

eoJilot~.L •• o.,.ae4 in SJB.llltliq' s Hall, in ella rge of Newton 

s, lifO, 8.B4 oa Yeb~Y 7, 1870, school was e~:a&d 

'" ...... 1oll>.a.JIUI!&* *ieh wen 'ih81l •• f$tmd to be too small t<:> aeeommodate 

as elected prino1];18.l. 1. :Y. o.a.vaness ani ltdwrd )Jason 

pri.:ao1pala.l94 

OJl .Jlm& 10, 1882
1 

bo114s •n issued to build e. new t25 1 000 building • 

...-'VIo ............... M"i'lll' as dedie&ted July 11, 1883. !here as also erected a 

ee10&JI:"&litli: build in& tor the eolore·d children.
1 

'1'
5 

In the present building was eoll$trueted. I't is a combined 

school building with a g,.-mnasium and auditorium between. 

In the u• a modem, two-room briak building was l:ru.ilt for the 

colored pupill in the •outh part of town-.
176 

tendent Newlon, is loes:tsd in Labette and Lit>erty Townships, and covers 

a tive-mil& square. 'William cline, the first clerk, reported ou 

174 Ibid.,. p. 187 • ......,__ 

1'15 Loe• eit. -- . 
·175 Schools £!.. Labatte oount;£, .2E.• oit • • :P• 24. 
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_..., ........ oU!llor, .. QliD;e taucat ,the 

•aJLIUY ot ~.~~ ,a ~ ~1l &kaool 

•eJLeam• w l!eaara.... fh•r• we:r• 

•r ot li58 l$88 r. 
a ala:rr at $ifi a am 't.la. This 

had jW~t t>,.-a enoted on 

kQU&e was ,.ttiJ.t by · s.\l:b&cript ion 

titrtnet. raised sut'fieien.t tumds. 

first in a rente4 l'Qc& oa the 

6, 18'10, by 1. L. Williams • 

oecm:u·ted »y publishers of the »Sentinel,"' 

6.1 apper room. ot this building, 

both tauJ,b. t. In June, 

destroyed by a tornado. 
177 

for ooeupanoy that fall. 

-""'A,"" at this aeb$ol district w.as 

clerk, .-1 sh'OWS the t.istrlet to be 

rep;>rt aboltS nothing more except that 

4ist;riet. 'fbe next replrt·,, dated 
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the district ui that 'tmere 

duraticn -.ugbt by an un· 

au,hool, taupt by .Utce Bisgs 

building belongi:Ag to B- Jr • 

oa the town site. 'l'b.e tollc:w.tng 

of aohool $-f&& ill · the 

'by 1ohn HUdson, \he 

~~.n.~~w.ll..l.U. achool in the district, was 

1869. In 18?0 bonds in the 

costing t2,200t we.s 

1670. !he first school in this 

35, •• oo;-pnized al.JaOSt a year 

before the first hoUS$ 

by R. T. Caldwell, 
lul tz. aria Hussey, George 

presen:ted to the superintendent • 
an otdar tor the organiZation 
addition to the territor,y now 

senra.l additional sections. Tb.e 
at the house of Aaron )lidkiff, at whioh 
•" elected: Anson KellogSt direotor; 

Simpson, treasurer. S.ptember 10, 
reported twenty males and fourteen 



eo 

of 1 fifteen ot whom---
enrolled in a school. The 

aebool was t.s.ugh t by 
mn th. The school was 

mcLJt'lJrr on the sou thw.st 

1870. On Sept8.1ber 17, 1870• 

to build a schoolhouse. 

•• built during the wints:r 
I 

ste:rted a. subscription 

and 1., H. 'raylor as 

filled to ea:paci ty and· there 

1871,. on a vot.e to issue 

aew s6hoclbou.se there were 108 

fiT& qainat it~ ,.lSl After 

'buildi:mg •s finally completed 

1880 a ntw buildi:flg was 

cit., p. 1456. -



$12,000. fifth bru-ilding 

uae hou.sed l, 758 pupils, in 

twatr yeara -the Pe.reons 

81 

·~!.'~·· illill''flii~/I;.L to .. atri nne aohool 

in tens of enrollment 'WaS. 

ot 3 •. soo pupils in 1920. 

arolled in tbM elementary 

fluctuated between 

ea i•ludes the 

board .-bers in 1870 w•re : 

B.at1 .• 183 This b uildi:ng was 

in 1888. SOID!t of the early te~aahers 

~llil1 ... .~~ ..... Bo'tlm8n, ur. Clarence Neal t Mt·. Eli 

Schools. {A :trellUSOript in the 
Par so :ns , Kansas) • 

cit., p. 201. -



S2 

lies in the osntral-ea.atern 

ton ot HOund 'falley. It 

tlw pUJ)ils in the town 

!l.J 18'70, 

children 1n the 

aeJa:t~l"'' 'bld.liia& for e. ~ius and . 

sohool ~~mt sl'll4• et~t\ea:ttJ. 

oetcturr 4, 18&9. In 1870 

CoUDtL .2.]2.• ci .. t., P• 109 • .;;;;;;..---
cit. -
cit. -



farad December 29• 1S'75, and 

'fhe first schoolhouse in 

in the boundary of the 

t~~N~M~t u\IJ...LW.J.JJ•I!II. atul is •de of' brick. 

an auditorium.
190 

central ~&rt of 11m orove 

1871, at the home of owen Wimmer. 



er.et.d ,m tatt fall 

tlll'Jli8hi ..... j; -· 

....... "" ........... ~ 1n 1901. on 

cit •• P• 208. -

and put into use. 

aitute4 in the central part 

in DeQan.ber, 1889. In 

Arter this add 1 tion was 

grade~ and his daughter, 

This building was mcrred 
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'01" a meeting ms held in 

lllmted a school. Thay 

of' land vas taken from 

diatriet •s 

was county suJarinte:ndent 

'the school was named 

, George :rancher, 

ti rat half' or the 

The tirat aehool was 

TrJjtrt:Y~5eC~:)nd street. The nn building 

It 'li8S rteady tar use in time 

Ida Hume. During 

eaebe"", lhe sohool .as 

~/lioll.ll'Jf.,jl,. ··~JUJIJ''V"" in tu county. In th'e 

they decided to 

• Ulll&r .194 



TABLE II 

STATISTICAL lfAB~, FOR TEl ELEMUfTARY SClfOOIS 
OJ' Lll'B~ COUNTY 

1869-19,34 

No. of' Children ot Children Av. Daily 5o. of Total Av.Term 
Year District School A.ge Enrolled Attendance Teachers kJ?!lil~ ':raugb.t 

1859 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1875 
18'74 
1875 
1876 
187? 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1885 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 

1899 
190J 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 

190V 

45 
60 
72 
87 
88 
90 
95 
95 
95 
95 
97 

100 
102 
105 
106 
110 
110 
llO 
110 
110 
110 
110 
111 
112 
111 
111 
111 
111 
ill 
121 
111 
113 
115 
112 
107 
107 
107 
107 
lOV 
101 
lll 
105 
l.O?" 
1M' 

2,280 
3,132 
3,932 
4,256 
4t;619 
5,151 
5~191 
5,781 
5,9'16 
6,415 
7,273 
8,430 
8 .• 240 
8,661 
9,200 

10,189 
10.412 
10~495 
10,524 
10.05~ 
10,250 
10,086 
9,9?0 

10,165 
9,427 
8,?37 
9,824 
9,872 

10,005 
9 .. 65l 
9,8Gl 
9,605 
9,871 
9,842 
9,531 
9.946 

10.256 
9.815 
9,428 
9-~68 
g.uo 
t.28f 
1.1. 
.t.$1 

~·.,~-~ 

1,167 
1,534 
2,774 
3,404 
2,204 
3,.694 
3,428 
3~729 
4.378 
1,114 
5.,249 
6,021 
a.,goo 
7.062 
'7,732 
7,9·60 
8,617 
8t,357 
s.26s 
8,.390 
8*280 
8.364 
8,423 
8,072 
s,~n.2 

7,920 
8,394 
7,810 
7,999 
?.e.6a 
7.926 
7,838 
7,909 
7,911• 
4.284 
4,205 
4,058 
s.,ts!r ~· 

S.ptN$ 
~114 
5~tef' 
5 

752 
1,138 
1,453 
2,153 
1,640 
3,081 
2,041 
2,1'78 
2,582 

580 
2,.812 
3,170 
3,571 
4,045 
4.175 
5,253 
4,876 
4,920 
4,_965 
4.85§ 
5.037 
5;,096 
5,20'1 
5 •.. 1?6 
5,044 
5,303 
5,313 
5,122 
5,.3& 
5.~ 

5$15\5 
5,091 
5.~56 
5,SlS 
2,679 
2,800 
2.64:6 
2'9'~· 

t.,N-t •. ,. ."'.,. t#ete· 
I 

Sf5 
43 
52 
85 
99 

108 
112 
121 
177 
105 
140 
120 
152 
163 
179 
157 
183 
184 
184 
164 
194 
181 
168 
125 
168 
170 
186 
197 
187 
1aa 
186 
180 
179 
186 
1%3 
121 
181 
112 
liB 
liS 

' 19,210 
15t577 
63,174 
48,.579 
30,_978 
55'1'268 
34,291 
51.881 
35.008 
36,053 
36.960 
53~225 
45,.605 
64.808 
52,276 
71,.157 
65,679 
&2.281 
59,7'95 
69.109 
75,970 
'10,'790 
65,888 
949)770 
89,5%5 
71,063 
77,560 
?8,364 
6'5,J543 
6_Q~.~

U..,666 
73.-955 
72~$7 
72~939 
'lfi.SS~. 

12:l.*HO 

4.0 
3.5 
4.16 
4.5 
5.5 
4.8 
4.5 
5.8 
4.5 
5. 
5.2 
5.3 
4.5 
4.8 
6.4 
6.-3 
s. 
7.3 
7.08 

10.5 
10.2 
10.3 

7.08 
?. 
6.5 
5.52 
6.5 
5.5 
6.75 
&.'l 
6.~52 
6.,47 
6~47 

6.,6 



• 
(' 
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SCHOOL 

aoaoel 1ft La~e\te Oounty 

ot struggle and 

one that is generously 

op~w.tet at one time or 

are seven tour-y&ar high 

........... -·uw of one thousand eight 

the high s®.ools in the small 

been between these 

The first strife was 

na~dtid ohan,gina ib:.e County-High Sehool 

tram its taxable valuation all 

(.anuscript in oftiea at Labatte County 



it 

m.oo per year tor 

school, Thia 

aohool.Eh· ~1 are Parsons, 

~·•••• Q111~ an4 Persona, belong 

III lists the 

offer subjects 

Dcw.i':ll.i:UUJLD emel)t De:nnis give special 

Talley and Bdnat all 

lwtst •lary is 

:i.S tB,292.00 a 

it is closely followed 

ot tf)40.00 a year 

the lowst. 

yem after th• org&n iza tio~ of 

schools wen offering wrk in 



1,550.00 

1,440.00 

1,215.00 

1,500.00 

2,292.00 

aTerage 
fl,aoo.oo. ~· 
.nae:r tor t1t e 

90 



1 

!l 

144 !4 

11 

13 

13 

21 

53 

4epu. 'there are 
~:u~uu~~..., au av••ae pupil• 

II 



Sehool, mtes as 

term c t 187Q....SO. 
build-ing up-

an adjoini-c reeita
l .. Hays 

t :lr a1 row ot 
•• to the la 

•:re about lOG 
h wre mown by our 

92 

to the new building 

WUilli4'i!JIII!i..li..l.. as offioially organized 

... ~:.~~.J.D. •• \he super ba:tum.d. ent • 

rd.eaool, MrS. Gl"&SS 
and a table 

W,UIIllli!IIUi.'iliiLI- apparatus 
to look ' to th.e 
it •• simply 

school -.a qui ta rapid. In 

~ble V gives the 

LibrarY), I, 68. 

1902.) 

eit., 70. 
of the :,Parsons Gi!l. Schools tUn--

.;;;.--- efty8'u:perintendent of schools). 

'I 

I'' I 



' .• 

93 

With M. Ohildester 

in 1887 says that 

ldu~n. the third year 

.~,"uv• until 1893 when it 

•• 'built to house 

'WaS US&d until 

waa built replacing the old 

) 

3ohocl in laM •
11 

This 

1911 there was little 

ot the town 

ia a considerable 

Jp.terriew. ( Iune 10, 1936.) 
..;.,.;;.;;;---

Inte:rt1811h\ ( J'une 10, 1936 •) 
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?9 of Yilom have attended 

in!icate the 

t iratt g:rad.e through 

tint graduat 1ng 
Sellman, 

ot 3,000 tUd was the largest 

buil't in 1873 1 •s a two 

,.. .... v~'\1.41 high sehool in the 

hAVn'N'f the eighth grade 

graduating elass in 
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(J"une 10. 1935.) 
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ot one hundred tb.irty-on8 t~achers and librarians have 

the L.abette County Community High School. Miss Celie. 

from 1902 to 1935, a total or thirty-two yE~Ui\'rS, 

J.OiM~~t p•ried ot eenice t0 the s ehool. Five of 

now t&e.ohing in the eehool have had ten or mre 

institution.
30 

104 

!::::::.!.:;.!!.~:!~ dOHOOL. In 1917 Dennis District, :No. 38, added 

sehool work to its school. 31 In 191~ a n&w two-story 

constructed, a.t a cost of $15 1 000. In this new build

hip school •• oont inued until 1927 een it was a.b-

organiz,ation of the Dennis Rural High Sohool. 

boundaries for the De :on is Ru.ral High Behool district were 

county au}:lerin"tendent and the board or county oolDU'lissioners 

16 t 1927. 

d1$trict contains titty-tour and one-fourth square miles 

building of its own but rents the building owned by District 38. 

Figure 11 shows the boundaries at the Dennis Rural Hig;};l 5ohool District. 

On September 5, 1927, Dennis Rural High School opened, with Mr. R. s .. 

Handley as principal. Two suitable buildings downtown •re suf'fioientl:r 

30 ) Records, {Principal's Office, Altamont, Kansas. 

31 Schools .2!. Labetta .Q,oun!l, (unpublished h. istorieal and 
pictorial record, coUlltY superintendent's of:!'ice, oswego), P• 109, 









108 

above resolution a Provisional 

establish a. sob.ool for the young 

committee, composed of A. lamer 

Fort Scott; J. Talbott, Fulton 

S, 1883 and looated the 

as incorporatecl, a charter 
tiled in the office ot 1h e 

4, 1884, on the request of the 
Jtansas took the college untier 

IIIIOJI. iildtllll'il.ll:l!D ot Oe:wego purchased the If, W. 
21, Township 33, litmge 21, and 

for the school. This 
tl7, 000. It had upon it a tine 

one at the finest in the 
Louise Paull was eleoted principal 

chosen the school •• 
:reterre,d to, J'anuary 14, 1886. 

'<il~D.L'I.A.liiii!.Milil or school. with the view 
1 ta financial m:o.agement, and 

with which to make 
His employment as in no 

principal in the management of 
had served but a few months when 
to rt:nJ1£ll• }lisa Faull continued 

term, in June. 1887. 
elected principal. The summer 
as eree ted upon tba college 

000 exclusive of :t'urni ture. Miss 
president of the college. Dr. William 

during the last balf of the school year. 
in aeptemer, 1895, Dr. M. H. Reasor took 

for two years. During the school 
\.iv.~..~.~,p,,..· was under the presidency ot Miss Delia 



one 

Crane 

3 

Jliss largarot L. Hill, lho served 
the school in 1900 1 the Board of 

t":ik&a..-t- open t~ provide a tacul ty tor the 
_ .... ,u.•u•o..:•• •• closed. 
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by Susan H.· Johnson and her 

an editorial in the oswe5o Blade
4 

~iili'P'llll~- d·OIUUKJ~n leas~ 'be ooUe&e tor & term of '0 oouaet it a.uriq lhat time, 
•elected with great eare and p:1rents 

oan t.o so with perl'eet confidence 
oTerlooked that oould &44 to either 

teachers ant Miss susan H. 
Caroline 1ohnson, M&tbe5ties; 

D1~nsa:lon :~Yelp Bargel t _. Art; Ole. loads* 
~~Uaio. 

ei tber boarders or da:y pupils. 

v•.~~o·••v pulbliehe4 in 1908 Sh.C:I'W$ WOrk being 

I 11Uil composed ot a tour year o.ollege 

................... -- d.e];S.rtment as based on fifteen units 

include the followingl Three years ot 

or 'lnalish., one year of Physical Science, 

one year of' History. Department II 

V.&.<ii~UJI.ll' case. Hiatorz.!!!.. Labette Oountz., Kansas. (Topeka: 

Co., 199:5.) P• 218. , 

4 Editorial in the oswego Blad:e, {:~pril 20, 1905.) 

5 PersoD!i1 interview, (Oswego, Kansas1 August 10, 1956.) 

6 catalogue, op. cit., P• 7. 
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school work. ·The req~irem@nts being 

sc:tuH!'nle for pu'blie sebools of Kansas. Depart-

or fmlmlar school work and was designed 

to be.ve "their children eecnu~e, in addition 

•§.11oi1Uii.illu. •au,1ooJ. 'l)ft, apeo1al training in dmmaties or mnsie. 

1$u1tioa is plued at tsoo.oo per year tar 

!be tlli t ion to~ t\ay e tute:m:u •s $40.00 

$80.,00 a rear in the St;minary Depari-

ihe Deps.rtlilent. 

ran the achool for ttive years wtil 1910, when 

1 t Presbytery. Reverend Dr. .1\fa.rshal bad 

1912. Be was followed by :Reverend Dr. Mather. 

been unable to find the exact date) 

Colonel Tert7 tor a boys Military Aaa.delllJ. 

Military Jii\cademy, operated. until 

building and dormitory· both 

took his military boys to Illino1s. 7 

e sebDol of a high grade established 
inangu:rated by Rev. R. P. Bukey, 

on the southeast quarter of the northeast 
1 '• township 331 range 21, e. little northwest 

os1•11:o In the al.llDBElr of 1870 Mr. Bukey ereoted 
two-stoxy :frame building, 20 by 36 feet; 

contained \wo good school rooms. Under his employment 
Claypool opened the sobool the first week in 

1870. .:ihe :re:mained in charge of the school until the 
close of the eehool year tbs follOlling June,, and was the only 

7 Caroline Johnson, personal interview. {August 1, 1935.) 
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the school opened. the 
were so flatten Ill that 

its capacity and to provide 
a distanoe. He secured the oo

aa & 111:n of so• uan11 1 and 
erected a 10%16 frame addition, 

••~tRlMRJJjl.aa ~ .• •Moh were ready ror 
"••alnll twee a.s inc r&a.sed by 

111 

atbeaties~~ Rev. J. H. 
'the oeU.t' 'ut lals relation 
ton~ ,.,_e the taeul ty 

~I!LZIL., lll"'ell'~••; 0 • Baker, teaehe r 

~-- tJt ~-; Kiss Ella 
P. Mooa ._. a:aaooeed as the 

_.eYer leu ia this depart
the S4hool ka~y ·b.ad an 

:u • .~~ • .~~.~.~~ wu ptD'$~1 'by *•• BJttis 
'l'tmllif"·o1tr~~• it. il\l.M a .,_lltf.1•a•e· Tbe 

•• t!ll tae -.~erial a. sto:re 

it is an extension at the 

---.... +1'1 an4 twelfth srades at the 

........... - ...... ._ which was built in 1926. It 

• 

College. 

the enrollment was only 

uore thau doubled• the 

Twenty-three of th&se were graduated • 

increased to one hundred seventy-four and 

!?.t• ~·, p. 217. 
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rty .... Jl.ine. 9 From that time on there we a 

each yea:r m;riil in 19311 when the tnroll-

otters advanced work in Jnilish, science, 

.~-~~;.:;.:~ colleies. (a manuscript in the o:f'tiee of 
~-;,;....,_ ~~~:--'""~itMI!!I1.e • Parsons, Kansas)., 

pe.rsons Citz Sehools, (a manuscript in tb.e 
parsons, 'Kansas). P• 58. 
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