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- FREFACE

With the roaring of an airplane

Gver Tields of ripening greln,

#with the pattering of raindrops

Of a brief mid-summer rain,

I it hers snd think and wnder

¢f events long past and gone

That have shaped and made the present,
Prom the past the future won.

Think of those vho lived before us
Pounding scheol and church and state.
OJave the people laws and customs,
4And the school the book and slate,
Healized that education

Ig & vital part of life

Can predict mmeh of the Tuture

and prevent both grief and strife,

Though those schools were simply founded
In & day guite long ago,

From them grew our present system

A8 great oake from &corns growj

apd I can but hope, in vondering,

That our schools’ prosperity,

%e as well as they may build it

For our own posterity.

From the war-whoop of the Osage, the bellow of the buffslo, the

howl of the coyote, and the crackling of nrairie fires, to the roaring of

airplanes, the whistling of fast trains, the chugging of combines, and the

contented song of the robin in & ripening orchard, these indicate the

completeness of a seventy-seven year transition period in the characteristic

sounds of Labette County, Kansas. In 1860 Labette County was a wild land

iphabited only by roving bamds of Indisns and & few scattered whites. In

19%7 Iebette County is inhabited by over 30,000 people who are supporting

129 schools which have & combined enrollment of s pproximately 7,0

i

00 pupils.



The Pollowing work hopes to zive something of the history of the educational

jnstitutions that have made this change possible.




CHAPTER I
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AMD REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES
THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. "No, I don’t know when this school was

Pirst sturted.” "A Pire destroyed the records of our school several years
ago.” "I think this i3 one of the oldest schools in the county.* These
stutements give an idea of the lack of definite knowledze concerning the
schools in most sections of the country. The problem of this study is to
collect data from every possible source comemmg the sducational insti-
tutions existing, or which have existed, in Labetie County, Kansas.

Justification of the problem. In s0 far as the beginnings of most

things are of intersat and value, the investigator hopes that this study
will contribute something of value for present »zm& fuﬁum educators. 4B
ell previous works dealing with the hiatoﬁr of education were published
prior to 1900 and as they disagree in many wa}wcw, the writer hopes that
the present study will have o chance of definite contribution,

Jeope of the problem. This study tries, in as far as it is possible,

to pgive something of the origin and dwalopmant‘ of the various educational
institutions within the county. 3howing when they were founded, the people
i{nstrumental in the foumding, and in as far as it is possible, their
growth in enrollment, graduates, buil@iin@s; valuation, etc. The insti-

sutions studied included all rural schools, all graded schools, all high



schools, und all colleges which exist or have existed within the boundary

of lLabetie County, Kansas.

Types and sources of data collscted. The data collected in this

study include dates, names, piotures, maps, and statistical information
on emrollment, gradustes, census, valuation, ete. The following sources
were utilized in ecarrying out this study:
1. Biennial reports of State Superintendent of Fublic
Instructors.
2, Hheporis of county superintendenis.
S. Hewspapers.
4. Early histories.
%, FPamphlets of loeal history.
6., rersomal interviews,
7. HRecords and files of county superintendents.
8. jublications of Kansas State Historical Society.
9, Jchool census reports.
10. Original maps.
~1l. FRecords and files of city superintendents,
12. ¥eeords of boards of education.

1%, ¥igh school ysar bOOKS.

ethod of procedure. 411 early histories of the county, pamphlets,

newspacer clippings, county superintendent reports, and both the annual
and biennial reporis of the state superintenient were used to obtain the

early histories of the county and iis schools. Original maps, census



reports and records from the eounty superintendent's office were used to
establish the validity of the information from the secondary sources.
aylletins and records of all eity supsrintendents were examined and meny
personal interviews were arranged for the purpose of gathering informatlon
on the high schools mnd greded schools of the county. Visits were made
o the Kensas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas, to the county

superintendeni's office at Usweg

o, and to the offices of the superin-
tendents and principals of all graded amd high schools in the county for
the purpose of gathering data.

Pregentation of date. The work as 2 whole, and of each individual

chapter has been arranged echronologically. 3ince the elementary schools
were started and developed before the high schools @r‘collagaa; they are
studied in sn earlier chapter. 3Statistical tables, gmgphs, and maps are
presented to show the growth by years from the £irgt schools to the most

recent.

RELATED 3TUDIES

Previous studies. The most extensive gtudy relative to education

in Labstte County was made by J. I. Case, In his book History of labette

County, Kansaal he devotes one chapter to the formation of the early

1 J. 1. Case, History of labstte County, Kansas (Topeka, Crane
and Co., 1883}, Do. 181-21%.




4
district schools. The first schools amd the people instrumental in their
formation is covered in some detail. Case lists each district and town
school and iells when it was started., In this work there is also mention
mde of the county high school at Altamont, Oswego college, Oswego college

ffm' young ladies, and literary soeletiss and other auxiliary educational
agencies., Mmm,ﬁ in his chapter on Labette County, zives a brief
history of the sehools in the county before 1880, He tells where the
first schools were found and something of the formetion, He also lists
the individuals who were instrumental in the formation of the earliest
schools,

Shorteomings of previous studies, 411 of the previous studies

have failled to rive anything of the formstion and establishment of the
schools beyond the elememtary grades. Case” is the only investigator
who presents an appreciable amount concerning the formation of the early
district schools. Most of the authors fail to glve the source of their
information, In some instances their findings do not agree.

Proposed contributions of the present study. In this study the

student hopes to give a reliable account of the formation and development
of the v rious educational institutions of Labette County. It is hoped

tmat the study herein yresented may add information more recent than

Z i. T. anireas, History of the 3tate of Kansas {Chicago, A. T.
Andreas, 1882) 11, 1450-1478.

3
Ccase, cp. cif.



previous studies, may discover the primary source, znd may check the

reliability of the information presented in previous studies,



Barly Setilers., John ¥athems, a native of Kentucky, was the first

white setiler in Labettie ﬁmt@’. "He came as & blacksmith for the Indians
in 1840, settling near the place where Cswego is now looated "> THers he
mainteined a srading post and erected several buildings. e was well
1ikxsd by the Indiens snd lived among them ms & trader for a number of
yw&m.a e bvecams quite prosperous having & murber of Tine rece horses

and & privats race track, Concerning the location of Mathew's gettlement

+

3
one writer says:

e setlled msar the edge of the bluff in the east side of
Oswegso, where he maintained a trading post and erected several
buildings. These buildings stood partly on what is now bloek
81, and extended north across Fourth svenue and on to block 60.
They were used by him as & residence, a place where travelers
wer» entertained, for his store, and warehouss, and for the
esare of his stock. The remains of the ruins of some of these
buildings may still be sesn in the street about 125 feet east
of the north east corner of the park, on block 52,

Larkin z;@whm,& another early settler, came from Spring Place,
wurry County, Georgia, om January 17, 1847, He too established a trading

post which was located at the place where Chetopa now gtands.

x J. I. Case, History of Labette County, Kensas (Topeka, Crane
and Co., 1893}, p. 2l.

2 prapk W. Blackburm, Kamsas (Chicago: Standard Pudlishing Co.)
II 955.
3 Helson Case, loc. cit.

4 1pid., v. 25,



Upon his arrivael he found five white femllies, & widow, Tianmna
Rogers and her seven children, also Williem Blythe, Finchel lonroe,
Daniel Hopkins, snd & man wamed Tusker. Theme were all white
Pamilies szecerl the wives of the last two und they were Inﬂians.s

another early settler who contributed much to the early development

of the county wes Dr, George Limle.ﬁ He brought several men and settled
at Chetopa on april 18, 1857. He soon erected several buildings, one of
shich he used as a drug store and for a doctor's office. Ie had much to
do with the early growth of Chetopa and his letters amd records have

. nelped greatly in the preservation of the knowledge of the early happen-
ings in the m:mty.v

Other early settlers in the county were Abraham Evers, George

Bvers, Samuel 3teel, Welson caaa,a 3. %, Collins, A. T. Dickerman,

and N. ¥, Carr.

Formtion of the Counmty. The actuel formation of Labette County

as such did not take place until 1867, almost twelve years after the
territory now known as Labette County becams & part of a Kansas' County,
named Dorn.

By section ten of chapier thirty of the laws of 1855, all
territory lyimg south of allen County was organized into a

5 loc, clit.

6 Blackburn, 0Op. cit., D. g56.

7 Case, ©0p. cit., PP 2034,

8 4, T. Dickerman, Dswegl Democret, {Oswego, Kansas, November 13,

1878.)



eounty snd called Dorm, Its east line was 24 miles west of the
Missouri line, end its width wes 24 miles; {(which was supposed
$o teke it %o the west lime of range 18);9

This ineluded all of what is now Labette County. 8Six years later
in 1861, the name of the county was chengsd from Dorn to Neosho.O From
the southern part of Neosho county; the Legislature on February 7, 1867,
formed Isbette County. |

1% was to inelude the terriiory extending fram the 6th

parallel on the north to the boundary of the state on the
south end from the Cherokee neutral lands on the east 1o

the Osage reserve on the west. The ares labette %uws{
was 650 square miles =nd ineluded 418,000 aeres of dand.l

jaming the County. There are two conflieting stories concerning

the naming of the county., Zveryone seems to agree that the county is
pamsd after Labette Ureek, but there are iwo stﬁries of the naming of
Labatie Ureek. ﬂwam seys that the e¢reek was named after Pierre labette,
the Pirst white settler near its mouth. Concerning the nauming of the

ereek .ndreas writes as follows:

The County wes named sfter Labette Creek, the largest stream
except the Neosho within its limits. aceording to tradition
the creek obtained the name from the following incident: In
the year 1845 sume Fremch trappers pitched their camp near a
erossing of the creek. A meal was prepared and the Frenchmen
nad sat down to partake of it when a deer came in sight. &

8 Case, OP. git., P» 25.

10 ,. 7. indreas, History of Kansas (Chicago: E, R. Donnellsy
and 3ons) II. 1453.

11

Case, Op» cit., P 31.
12 ypig., p. 3l

13 As T. indreas, Op. eit., p. 1454,



general chase ensued and the deer was killed. During the absence

of the trappers a polecat care along and mede himself so dias-

agresabls that they returnmed but %o depart a% omee. Ome of them,
who knew the cause of the difficulty, exclaimed as Te tumed

;my%l Oh! 1a Bete! La Bete! lieening Oh! the beast! the
sast.

EBarly maps and early legislation on the formution of the county

spell the work in twe parts, La Botie, 4
THE TOWSS

Oswego. The setilement of Mathews on the present site of Oswego
nas besn previously discussed, > After his death im 1861, (Mathews
was killed by a detuchment of Union soldisrs)} there wers no white
sottlorsi® until 1865, The first stare was opened om the jresent site
of Oswego late in 1865 by Clinton Rexford and N.« ¥, Blsbree, Their

building was a rough, log shanty and stood mear what is now block 66.

Tere growth of the town wus guite rapid and two years later there were
in Oswego tem freme buildings and eleven log houses, . The population
in 1865 wes sbout 100, GConcerning the sctual forming of the town,

Nelson Case who moved to Oswego im 1869, writes the tollowing:lg

14 ;1. case, loc. cit.

15 pia., Chapter II, Pa 4.

18 J. I. Case, 0Op. Cit., P 153.

17 10c. eit.

18 1p14., p. 156.
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Up to July, 1888, the plnce we now designate Oswego had
been known as Little Town. Prior to the formtion of the
town eompany there were no records kept except upon slips
of paper. I have been through thess yepers as they have
been preserved and from them find ihe following facts.

E. Telob%t, J. F, Wewlon, William Hogaboon, and D. C,
Hexford sesm to have been the parties instrumental in
organizing the town company.

By 1870 Cswego was & thriving town of 1, 198 yaoyls.lg By 1890
the population had inereased to 2,574, From this time on the growth
in population was more retarded and by 1918 & rather decided drop in
population could be noticed,

Chetopa. The first settler in shab is now Chetopa was John
Yeiurty who settled on the Heosho river prior to 1856. The town company
was formed in 1868 by George Lisle, George Hanson, N, S. Goss, Willouby
Donuda, and others. .

The permanent settlement of Chetora really commences with the
vear 1866, In the spring of that year Ephraim Doudna and Dr,
Seorge lLisle built the first house upon the town-site. It was
a "shake™ house mand stood on the west slde of what 1s now Third
street, and north of luple street, near the alley. In this
house Zphraim Doudne opened the Tirst stors in the town: 3oon
after this & man by the nume of Hoffman built & cabin and black-
smith shop south of where laple street now is and betwesn second
and third streets, These were the only buildings in town at the
close of 1868. In February of 1887 Willough Donuda who had a
sawnill in Neosho county moved it to Chetops und located it on
the west side of the Weosho near the foot of BMaple street as
afterward located, From this time on frams houses mhde of
native lumber began to be built where bef ge either log or
"shaks™ ghanties had been made to amswer.®™

19 itlas of Labstte County, Kansas. (Des Moines, Kenyon Company,
19158}, p. 80,
20
J. I. Case, Op. cit., Ds lé4.
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The first hotel in Chetopa was built by Perry Barnes cn the south
east corner of Third and Manle streets. This same year (1868) another
hotel, the California Fouse, was erected. The first‘ plastered house
was & large two story frame house built by James M. Crichtom, Chetopa's
first attorney. Up to 1870 there hed been nothing but wooden structures
in the town but that year several brieck businesses were started in the
eounty and the first brick houses were built in chetopa. In 1870

the end of the Missouri Kansas and Texas railroad and

Chetopa was

consequently many peopls cams to Chetopa, no% only those who intended

‘to stay but also those who anticipated going fartber, C(Chetopa, conse-
quently, grew guite rapidly and by 1872 hsd a population of better than
2,000 and was the largest town in Labette County.3t

Parsons, On Juns 19, 1889, ¥. K. Hayes located on the north
half of ihe southwest quarter of seetion 19, Horth township,
and in commection with Melton W. Eves opened a small stoek of
general merchandise. Nr. Hayes was on 3eptember 25, 1869,
appointed postmaster of 2 new postoffice established at that
point and named lendota--"the place of meeting.” Whe ther it
was the place of meeting of the two branches of the Labette,
or of the two branches of the ¥. K. & T., neither of the latter
of which was then located, or of the traveling publie, perhaps
it is too sarly to write with interest. When = hundred years
of tradition snd myth shall have gathered around i%, the
future historian can write a chapisr upon the founding of the
ofPice which will be read with delight. 3ut as & sober,
historieal fact, and to somewhal curtail the wings of mythology,
it way be recorded that it was because of the proximety of the
site to the sonflusnce of the Big and 1ittle labette that the

nama “endots was chosen,

2l Ibid., p. 147.

22 1pid., p. 169.
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Yendota lay within ths limits of what is now the city of Parsons
and existed for a little over a year or wumtil Hoverber, 1870, when the
tomm-site of Parsons wes located., From the start it was known that

Parsons was to be s railroad town. On Sunday, Hovember 6 s 1870, C. H,

fait, a wallrosd eagineer, located the comnection of the Sedalia and
Junction City bramches of the liissouri, Kanses, and Texss railroad with-
in the limits of the territory, whisch a few days later was laid out as
the town of Pursoms by L. F, Olmey, a eivil ammwr.‘%

Isaae ¥, Goodmow, W, 3. Goss, ¥. C. White, O. B, Gunn, Norman
Bagtwan, and Robert 5, 8tevens, the incorporators of the town experienced
considerable diffieulty in securing $itle to and possession of the land
which they wunted as it was alm;ady owned or occupied by settlers. They
Tinally bad to resort to strategy in sppearing to abanddn the project

and wers instrume

sptal inm baving published ip several newspapers stories
concerning resolutions thet the Missouri, Kensss, and ;‘amn Railroad
officials were establishing their shops elsewhere, thereby meking the
establishment of Parsons an unprofitable undertaking, Ae a result of
these statements the town company was ahle to buy the land which it
wanted without paying an enormous price for it.

Py Uarch 8, 1871, the sale of lots began. From the very start

the growth of Farsons was rapid. "There was quite a strife for the honor

23
Ibid., p. 170.



of being the purchaser of the first lot."?% Thse Tirst lots sold were
1ots 14, 15, and 16 in bloek 48, They were purchased by Abraham Cary.
The rapid szrowth of this city earned for it the title of "The Infant

wonder.” DBy April 28, 1871, there were somwe 2,000 inhabitants.

Mound Valley. The first building on the town-site wus
put up in the summyr of 1889, by the town company in connsction
with Alexander Honrath amnd Hemry Hohr, the upper story of which
28 to be used as the town company's office and the publie %all,
and the lower story by Homrath & Rohr mz«a‘gmmlstom.a

Other stores Tollowed almost immedlately. aAmong those were &
drug store by L. ¥. Nichols, a hardware and grocery.store by J. B. Cramer,
and o gener=l store by E. B, Stevens who was wade the first postmaster.
The first doctor to locate in Yound Valley was Charles H. Lewis who
settled on @ elaim in 1869, Other early doctors were named: Fattle,
Woods, Towel, Wenner, Stansbury amd ﬁcm.@%,,

In 1863 a well was drilled in hopes of striking en artesian well
to suprly the town with water, but instead gas was discovered in suffie ient
quantities for ecommercial purposes. Two brick yards and & glass factory
were siarted in 1905 utilizing the patural gas of the vielnm ty for heat.

The gas well referred to above was found to afford water highly
impregnated with minerals which 1t was believed would be good for

medicinal purposes. suthority was obtained from the Legislature to use

Ibid., p. 172.

25
Ibid., D» 142.

6 ol
Ivy Horfleet, Personal Interview. (October 18, 1938)
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the procesds of the sale of the township railroad stock in the erection
of 2 large house, which wes done, and it becam gquite a resort for
1mm&%.m

The sSaniterius mentioned above treated patiemts until 1900, The

puilding still stands and is used by several families as residences,

Bdpa. On Jume 20, 1876, Mr. Booth and Alex. Patterson opened

a general store im a elaim shanty (11 x 14 feet) belonging to Jeptha

Laekey, on the W.E. one-fourth of section 30, in Elm Grove tomship.%

This was the start of the téwn of Edna. That ssme fall this firm brought
from the town of Chanute the material of a frams building which they had
torn down, spd with it they put up at Edna, on the same quarter, the first
store building in the placse. This building still stends. Booth and
Fstterson continued to conduct the business ‘wntil 1879, when they sold
it to Prank Clark. .

other stores were opened from time to time. In 1883, Punlap &
Co. started a hardware store, but thers wers no VeIry important enter-
prises started or any large amount of building done until the construc—-
tion of the railroad ghrough “dna in 1883, with the exception of the

flour-mill, which was erected in 1883, by H. 3, Vimmer and Willlem GeaT.

This mill was put in operation in the spring of 1884, gnd has ever been

27
Je 1s G&SB, OPe 91ta' P 144,

2
8 Ibiﬁ:, ?0 158.




one of the most subsiantisl Peatures of Bdpats prosperity. The town was

pot regularly laid off until the loecation of the rallread, in the summer

« plat of the town embracing a portion of sections 29 and 30,

snge 19, was filed Angust 21, 1886.

hough 2 town company composed of I. H. qamilton,

4, G, Hamman, and J. J, Miles started negotations to lay out a town in

1875, they were unable to do so znd on September 5, 1879, a new a’ny?"g
was chartered for the same purpose. I. ¥. Hemilton and 3, 0. Hoble were
the lesders of this group and they succecded in locating the town on the
northeastern gquarter of ssciion 11, township 33, range 19. The land
wes purchased from Wm. ¥iller, The first house was erected on the town-
site by 3. 0. Noble in October 1879.
1n Marech, 1880, Jones, Durns & Wright opened a gemeral stoTe,

and sbout the same time 5, J. Hurshberger started the secomd

general store. veCormick started a shoe shop, and L, ¥. Baker

a blacksmith shop during the sumer of 1880, In Jsnuary, 1881,

u, V, Batson built aggtore room, in which he opened a stock of
general merchandise.

labetts. e village of Labette was laid of f in ¥ay,1870, by &
town company composed of severel of the citizens living im the community,
end railroad officials. J. Copner was made president of the company,
and J. S5, laters, secretary. Labette is situated im the eastern part
of Labette County, on the line of the Mimsourl, Kansas, and Texas Rail-~

road, sbout midway between the cities of Oswego eand Parsans. Prior to

29
Ibid., p. 139.

30 Ap TO Mdre&ﬂ, .92. Gits. p' 1485t
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the establishment of this town, an attempt had been made by some of ihe

eitizens in the county, to start a tomm called Nsola, mbout one and one-
nalf miles south of Labette., This site was off the railrced and con~-
sequently was amwam.m

e first house erected on the site, beslides the claim
houses, was that bullt by John Comer for a store room, in
whieh he put = genmeral stoek of goods. PBuilding was rapid,
@0 that 4in about two months' time, following its establish-
ment, alout seventy Louses were completed. Hers it was said,
was to be the junction of the Neosho Division and the maih .
1ine of the ¥issouri, Kansas, and Texas Bailroad. So rapid,
indeed, wag the progress of bullding, etc., that in ebout
gix monthe' time the plsce had sttained & population of about
§00, with about fifteen business houses of wvarious kinds, and
a large number of residence dbulldings. But, Alast for its
hopes and prospecis, it was sbandoned by the railrosd company,
and the rapidity of its decay was equalled only by the rapldity
of ite growth so that now if contains but three ggall stores,
a postoffice, two churches and a few residences.”

Morehead. Morehead is = small town in the extreme north
west corner of the county. The first house in Morshead was
built in July, 1873 by J., K, Oraves. It vas a small one story
building, used for business purposes. By the fall of 1878,
the settlement had incresssd to sbout ten business houses,
and in June, 1879, Xorshead was surveyed and plotted by J. P,
Wicholas., OSeveral of the buildings bad to be moved to conform
¢~ the nsw boundaries. ‘

Other Towns. There are many other towns in Labette county that
either were abandoned soon after their establishment or have dwindled

in population and enterprises until they are of little importance as

1
Ibid., p. 1486.

32 1via., p. 1487.
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trading centers. These are listed as follows: Dennis, Montana, Bartom,
veleda, w»ngola, Methewson, Flshkill, Tisber Hill, Spow Hill, Crouse,

.roold, Ceeil, Deerton, Bartlett, Hipon, Minerva, and Kingston.
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: is usuelly credited with the first sehool in

lavette County in 1867, there is sufficient proof %o credit Chetopa with

the firast school some nine years earlier in 1858, Dr. George Lisle, one

of the founders of this sehool, wrote to Helson Case as fonmsg

On or about the middle of May, 1858, James Childers, George
Walker, William Blythe, Larkin MeGee, Benjamia Todd, Millerd
Rogera, John Molurtre, James Hellerington and myself got together
and coneluded %o build a schoolhouse that would be large enough
to have preaching in as often as we counld get the preacher. A
committes was appointed to select a site and fix upon size of
house and ¢all the people together to approve of same. The
next Jaturday wes appointed, and everybody turned out and sgreed
to build it at 2 =mll spring in 2 branch; one and one-half miles
south of where Chetora mow stends. The people agreed to mset
and go to work on londay morping, whioh they d4id with swh
success that by Saturday night they had a houwse, 28 by 24 feed
square, floored with puncheons, seected und desked with the same,
covered and lined with shaved elapboards: door smd window fast-
enings were of boards cut with = whip saw; and on Sunday it was
dedicnted in ordsr. On Monday, Joseph ©. Henery commenced a
school by the month, which he kept up almost one year; then
Jeff. Juckson buught one term of three months; Pleasant lcGes
tauzht one term) 4nd Yelsn Hardin was teaching when the war
broke out and ended our school, but not its effects.

is has been previnusly stated in Chapter II, all the inhabitants were

forced to leave during the war so there wsre of course no schools, Aftexr

1 :
ie T, Andreas, History of Kansas (Chicago, R. R. Donnelley
and Soms}, 11, 1455.

2 Nelson Case, History of Labette County, Kansas (Topeka,
Crane apd Co., 18%3), p. 18l.
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the Teturn of settlers to the county in 1867 the organization of schools
and districts soon got under way.

At the first slection in $he county, held om April 22, 1867,
pr. John F, ﬁm;}mg was elected County Supsrintendent for two years and
althoush he made no report to the State Superintendsnt, the county
mnmﬁ ghow that he assisted in the formation of some twenty or more
gehool districts. The county being newly organized, there was mno publie
money and, therefore, mo publiec mshoomﬁ before the fell of 18687, How-
ever, several private schools were organized in various parts of the
county during the spring and summer of 1867.

These schools were all subseription achools an&»wsre located in
whet are now districts one, two, eleven, thirteen, nineteen, and twenty-
four, The Tirst »f these, which was in district one, is asmribfedé helow
and the others are discussed later in the gchapter under the district
purber. Figure 2 is a map of the county showing the location of the
twenty districts which were organized in 1867, and also the location of
the six schools whish were atarted in {887, Table I shows the year in
which sehool startsd im esch of the one hundred-fifteen districts of
labetie County.

np June P4, 1867, JrB. agusta H&rbungh& vatarted teaching a school

3 iloc. cit.

4 Recoris, {County Superintendent’s office, OBWego, Kansas) .
5 welson Case, 0D eit., p. 182,

& Yews Ltem in the (sBuego Independsent, ¥ay 14, 1881.
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south of Oswego in Disirict No. 1, The school was located on what is
now the southeastern part of the town. The sehoolhouse was made of logs
with no floor. It was a private subseription school, each pupil paying
$2.50 per month. There were seventeen boys and Tif teen girls enrolled
in the sehool.” This sehool continued until sbout the first of Hovember
when the First public school was Qmmaﬂ‘ which was supported by texes.

At that time there was standing om lot 1, block 33, now
occupied by ¥r. Summer's drug store, a small freme puilding--
The Soard secured the use of this building for school purposes,
and "bee" slabs were furnished with legs, thus were provid 0d. 2
In this building was taught the first pubdblie school in the county.
A mpertg in the Coun‘h‘y 3upsrintendent's office dated September 14, 1868,
and signed by J. F, uaskey, Clerk, shows that there were 176 children
in the district, 77 of whom had attended a three-month school, teaught
vy B, J. Blliotbthe previous winter. The average daily atbtendance was
4l. vr. Elliott's salary was 350 per math.®
¥rom six schools operating im the 'ﬂotmty in 18487, the growth was
rapid apd two years later im 18 9, there were 45 ’‘istricts holding school

11
with 2 total enrollment of 1,157 amd an average daily attendance  of 752.

7 Records, op. cit., 1323.

8 Kelson Casse, op. cit., i, 68.

9 pecords, op. cit., p. 323,

1 apnual Report of State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
{Topeka, Kansas Publishing Co., 1869).
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By 1882 there were 105 school districts with a total enrollment of

7,062 and an average daily attendance of 4,045. This pumber approached

the paximum for the county s the nmwber of districts under omrationm

wms 113 in 1901 while im 1910 and 1921-25, there were only 105,

An understanding of the relationship of the pupil of sehool age
to the number enrolled from 1869 down to the present mey best be gotten
by & careful study of figures 3 and 4. Figure 3 shows by fiva-;yaar
periods the number of puplls of school age; number of pupile emrollsd in
the elementary schools, and the average daily attendance. |

Figure 4 shows the percentage of enrollmaﬁ kin the slementary
schools. This was found by dividing the average daily attendence by the
number of cupile of school age. A rather rapid drop in avsmgﬁ attendance
from 61 in 1894, to 28 in 1904 is best axplaim& by tmk'f«aet .h}:gat during

this period enrollment in the high gchool was rapidly Ai\naraasin%@;

12 Third Biennial Report of Superintendsnt of Publie Instruction
{Ksnsas rublishing House, ToDeK&) «

13
Thirteenth Biennial Report of 3tate Superintsndent of Public

Instruction |Kensas Puclishing fouse, Topeka) ,
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RURAL 3CHOOLS

Superintendent Hewlon organized the first twenty distx"icts in
1857 and although there was some changing of district numbers and loce-
‘gion later, most of these original twenty still exist as organizéﬁ. By
1880 one hundred districts had been organized, Of the one hundred four-'
teen districts that have been organized in Lebette CGounty, Caseu‘ gives
gomething of the formation and early works of one hundred eleven of these
districta.

The writer in attempting to supplement Case's work has been able
£o obtain much informition on some distrieis but on others the records
of the argﬁnizﬁting, first school, erection of new buildings, ard early

teachers could not be obtained.

STICE DISTRICT, HO. 2. The original order for the formtion of
SiBLTict T0. 2 shows that it was located in the southeast corner
of Oswego township., The fipet report of the district is dated
jugust 9th, 1887, signed by William ¥, Mason, clerk, showing
4% children in the district, 28 being in attendance in a private
school taught by Mirs, Sarah Braught, Frs. Braught taught in her
own cabin, situated on sBection 34, in Oswego township. v

The S%ice school was nemed after the Btice family upon whose land

fthe £irst school houss was puilt in 1868. W. Leonard taught the first

school in this building at $25 per month.

14 _
Nelson (ase, OP» ¢it., p» 182-213.
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GORE DISTRICT, HO. 3. District No. 3 was probably organized in 1867,

23 there was a petition presented to the commty authorities for a change
of boundary and dated that year., The first district report was made
Hovember 9th, 1867, and was sigred by ¥. J. Lee, clerk, showing 25 male
snd 20 female children in the district and shows that Cass Steel had
taught @ school that year,'S

In 1870, lapd was given by Clinton Core and J, F. Hill, for a
school ground, ” aund on June 12, 1869, bonds to the extent of 9350
had been voted with which to build 2 school house, This money was used
to buy & store building from L. D, Bovee of Labette which was moved into
the district and wns used as & schbol house untll 1893, vhen a new school
haréa% was built on the sams location. This building was used until the
gummer of 1919 when the present building wms erected.

Other early teachers besides lMr. 3teel were: Lizzie Kingsbury,

John ¥, 7ill, and Ellen Hose,

BATSCN DISTRICT, O, B, Mr. Newlon, the first county superint endent

of Labette county, evidently made several mistakes in his defining and
nurbering of the early school districits. There is no record of District
¥o. 4 ever having been formed but the description of ths formation of

District ¥o. 5 exsctly fits what is now District No. 4 and in a like

16 Helson ase, Ol. cit., D. 186,

17 sancols of Lebette County {unpublished historical and pietorial
record, county superintendent’s office, Oswego, Kunsas), p. 18.




mammer the deseription of District No. 6 on the early records exactly

18 in his examinstion

fitp whet is oow Distriet Ho. 5. Y. Helson Case
of the recoris for the Tormation of Dietriet Mo, 6 says that the forma-
tiom of the distriet was brought about by the efforts of Moses Yowers,
John Kennoey, #illiem Shay, John M. Watson and 5, R, Southwick., These
men were all residents of District 5. The school wes named efter one
of thess men, Mr. John H. ¥atson.®

The first school®C in the district was taught by Matilda quinby
in 1358. 7This school was & subscription school three months in length,
There were twenty six children in the school, which was taught in a loz
eabin., The first school meeting was held on the open praii‘ia of the
I, H, ¥atson claim and the first school board slected was composed of

¥illiam 3hav, director; 5. E. Southwick, clerky and John Eenney, treasurer.

The first school house ves built during the spring of 1869.

BLACKFPORD, DISTHICT HU. 6. Due $o the mix up in the numbering of districis

four, five, and six, there was no District No. & in the first twenty

districts orginized by County Superintendent Newlon. Distriet No, 6 is

21
located two miles south of Valeda and was formed by an order — dated

13 case, OD. eit., p. 188,

19 Senools of Labette County, op. oit., p. 28.

20 loc. cibe.

21 casse, 0p. cit., P. 187.
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Mureh 1%, 1872, at the huse of E. K. Les, the Tollowing officers were
slected: K. U, Foberts, direetor; John kéerésa,. ckerk; ¥illiam Stevenson,
trsasurer. 1he first school house was built in 1873. In 1899 this
building burned.’® It was replaced with a new building in 1900 but a
logation wee selected one-hell mile sast of where the old building

previcusly stood.

HACKBERRY, ©ISTRICT NO, ¥. 4 District (No. 7) was formed in 1867 in the

south~west corner of Oswego township but no school was ever taught there
and 1t soon becams absorbed by other dsbriets.>> On December 1'%, 1869,
sections 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 in Hackberry township were formed

im'n a distriet which was designated as No. 7. A school house was built

in the fall of 1870 and was called Bishop 3chool., The pame was changed

from Bishop to g&mmm% shen the new school house was built in 1886,
The £irst school® taught im this district was in 1889. This was before
the school house was built and was held in the house belonging to Henry

Pore who lived in section 10,

SHILOH, DISTRICT HO. 8. This district is located in the southwestern

part of lMontapna township. The first report of this district is dated

Septerber 1, 1968, smd is sigmed by R. L. Gornisl,?® clerk, and shows

22 Schools of labette County, op. ¢it., p. 29.

3
2 cwe’ EEO citl’ Pq 188:

24 George Bishop, personasl interview. (Mareh, 1936)

25 lLoc. cit.

Case, oD, eit., D- 190,



37 ebildren of sehool age in the district but no school having been
taught therein., The first school in the district was teught in the
spring ol 1869 by 4. A. Biggs. There were twanty-én‘e pupils enrolled,

4 log school house was built im 1868, It was used until 1871 vhen s
frame building was constructed, This building is still in use and is in

fair eondition, In rupils were enrolled and attended this

one-room School. Ths %m@st salary sver payed to a teacher was $100.00

a month and the lowest salary wes $24.00 per mon th, 27

RED BUD,DISTRICT NO. 9. %&& &iﬁ#r&&% is in Hontana township east of the
Neosho Hiver. Tt was probably formed im 1867 although Mr. case™® could
£ind no recoxrd of its formation., The date of the first school is in-
definite as there are no reports from the distriet prior %o 1871,
Residents®? of the district state that ¥ue first school was in 1869,
The school house built for this first school was dastmyndsg by fire on
December B, 1881, A new school house built by subseription was erected

27
Schools of lasbette County, op. cit., . 32.

28
Nelson Case, op. ¢it., P. 191.

29 senools of Labette County, op. cit., P. 33.

30
Nelson Case, op. ¢it., p. 192.
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JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT, BO. 1i. This is a joint district at the northkern

edge of the county. Hosb of the district, and the school house is in

Neosho County. Concerning the early formation Case saya:gl

Cn September 12, 1867, David Evans, clerk, reported that
Jennie MeDorald had tsught a three-months school at a salary
of 323,33 per month, with an enrollment of 15 scholars, and
an average daily attendance of 9. The following year
0. Herraman apd A, J. Kennedy, the former at a salary of
860,00 and the later $25.07 per ronth, taught a four-months
sohool with & total earollmsnt of 55.

SOWMAN DISTRICT, 0. 12, The orderC for the fomation of this district

was dunted February 11, 1870. The first officers as shown by the records
were 1. . Patoick, elerk; Frank %illiams, director; amnd A. 3., Spalding,
treasurer. There is no record or report of the first sehool in the
éi@tﬁc% and none of the present residents of the distriet is sure of

the date or the circumstances,

CEWrRAL DISTRICT, NO. l4. The original order for the formation of
This distriect is not to be found; but & petition dated March 6,
1868, signed by J. H. Hart and some twenty more residents of the
district, seems o have been granted jarch 9, 1868, The first
revport is signed by James ¥. lolesworth, clerk, znd dated
september 1, 1888. 1% shows 18 children in the district and
that a public school was then in progress., It was taught by
Mrs. .lmeds Molesworth in a cebin standing on the southeast
quarter of Section 17, pelonging to 3, T. Cherry. The school
house was built in 186%. 1t was a frame building covered with

walnub siding.

1oc. cit.

2 Loc. eit.

33 Ibid., P. 193.



Either Mr. Case was at fault in stating thet the first sehool

34

house was a freme building or the memories of the older = residents of

the district are at feult in rem

sbering it as » log house., This old
building whether frame or log was replaced by a new building in 1884,
The ground wes purchased from D, V. Beed for $18,50 and the building
wag bullt by S, W, Carter for $400.00. There have been forty-five
teschers who have taught in this school. The longest that eny teacher

taught was Tive years.

CONCCRD DISTRICT, HO, 15. This district was formed on a petition

presented by L., =, Rogers smd James ¥, Calyen, Janwmry 29, 1868, The
first report which was dated August 1, 1868, shows that thers were
thirty-three children in the district with thirty-one attenﬂizxg school,
The average daily attendance was sixteen. The first teacher was ‘%ﬁm.
Tsuline ~mes, who taught for three months at a salary of $20.00 a month.
The first school house was a log bouse built in 1868 by the settlers of
the district. This building was located on section 7 in Neosho Township.
setween five and ten years later the site was changed to saction 12 in
North Tﬁwwhip% and & good frame building was constructed. There is mno

record of this move and no one living mow in the district can remember

the axact date.

34 7. 0. Tendrix, personal interview. (.pril, 1936)

35 Nelson Case, OD. eit., p. 1%4.

36 LOG- Cit L
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LIFERTY DISTRICT, HO. 17. The first report of this district is signed

by %W. B. Jones, elerk, and is dated 3eptember 14, 1888. It shows twent:;r—
oms ehildren in the district and nothing more. In a report dated
September 14, 1869, it is shown that fifty-three children live in the
aistrict and that ten of these attended a three months school which was

taught by Miss Mary Bowlu at a salary of §12,00 per mmth.m

WoODS DISTRICT, HO. 18, This is another district that was probably formed

early in wupe rintendent Newlon's administration but the records were lost
or destroyed before amy written records or studies were compiled. The
Tirat r%@r'@,m dated September 8, 1878, was signed by Aaron Widkiff,
¢lerk, and shows twenty-four children in the district but neo achodl. The
£irst school was taught in the full of 1873 in a new gchool houwse that had
besn erected the previous spring at a cosi of $1,000.00, The land was
donated by & lr. Woods afier whom the school was named. This building
was replaced in 1B9Z by a new brick building.sg ¥r, Wiitaker, a dbrick

maker, built the building from bricks which he made.

CUNNINCH.M DISTRICT, NO. 19. This district was formed October 7, 1888,

& b ke

aceording to records DOw On rile. The first report dated October 195, 1888,

37
loc. cit.

58 Loc. cit.

32 Schools of 1abetie County, OP. eit., p. 41,
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was signed by ¥illiem Jomes, elerk, and shows that there were eighteen
children in the district but mo school,*C The first school building wes

a log house with a dirt floor. This first sehool was taught by Mrs., Mollie

Gourtney and started in s 1859, In 1875 bonds were voted for &
pew school house. This was a frame Wmet@%'mieh was built on the
Clate Cunninghan farm mﬁ' ama'f‘%h@m@&wz; imown a8 the Cunningham
3ehool. The present brick building wm hm;ﬁf]mmm. The first teacher
to teach in this building vas James renner 2} It was made @ standard

gchool in 1928,

CENTER V.LLEY DISTRICT, HO. 20. The original order for the formetion
of tnis district is in the handwriting of Superintenient ¥ewlon,
apd seems to bs the last district formed under his administration.
wsess The first report g8 £ile is dated September 12, 1870, signed
by Jameg White, eleork.é’

The first school taught wes a gubseription school taught by lirs. W. R.

yoors. In 1887 the first sehool house was puilt, > The investigator
has been unable to galn any information conserning the date of the first

school. In 1801 the name of the school was changed yfrom ¥ild Cat to

Center ’%mllmﬁ'..%

40 Nelson Case, Op..Cit., P. 195.

41 schools of Labette County, ©Op. cit., De 42.

42 relson Case, 10C. elt.

2 3echools of 1abette County, op. cit., P» 43'

“ Oscar Himan, personal ipterview. (October 3, 1936)
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PAIRVIEZW DISTRICT, N2. 21. This district was formerly kmown as Red Elm

district end is located in the soutbwest cormer of Neosho Township. There
is no resord showing when it was organized.

The ¢irst report on record dated September 10, 1868, end
signed by Newberry Coover, e¢lerk reports that they have had
po sehool but will if the building is completed. This repart
shows 54 ohildren in the district. Mr. Cooper reports again
September 15, 1869, showing 68 children in the distriet 47
of whom have attended a three-months sehool taught by Miss
Mary Slope who received $2,00 ger scholar there belmg no
public money in the ﬂmtrict.‘"

SPRINC HILL DISTRICT, HO. 22, This 4 striet was formed ianmzﬁ 19, 1869,
shen 2 petition was presented by Harvey Cox. It is located in the south=-
wsst corner of Norih Township. The first amcmm'ww held at the home
oi’ﬁ&mw Cox who was elected elerk of théx’ir:st board of education, In
1870 o frame school house was built which wes used until 18*3'7 vhen it

was repluced with a briek bﬂilﬁi%.%

Ohk GROVE DISTRICT, HWO. 22, A petition was presented on March 11, 1869,
by . 3. Wewion, R. ¥. Bagley, 3. He Holbrook, C. Montague and F.
swanwlek, for the formation of this distriet, it was loeated in
the north part of Uswego Township. The firet gchool was a sub-
soription school, taught by Mies smenda Powers, the board members
heing C, Yonbagu®, dirsctor; Yenry Lively, eclerk; ¥. Swanwick,
tressurer. This is shown by a rejort dated September 14, 1869
" whiock is signed by Henry Livliey. This report slso shows 42
children in the district, 38 in atiendsnce.  In Januvary, 1870
a log house was bullt at the southwest cggmr of section 33 and
was used Tor both = church and a schools

%5 Nelson Cass, op. cit., p. 193.
48 1oc. cit.
47 :

Ibid., p. 196.

;
1
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On September 27, 1873 it was voted to changs the school house site
to seetion § where a stone building was erected and is still in use, It
is ome of the oldest buildings in the county,*® The building is still

in daily use after 64 years of service.

% SCEOOL DISTRICT, NO. 25. Breece school was formed by a petition

presented Februsry 15, 1869 by O, M. Pentriss, M. Huntley, G W, Yandle,
and L. ¥, Leak, Tt was located in the northwest cormer of Richland

Township east of Labette Creek. The fimﬁ report was in 1870 when lewis
%. Leak, L. F. Summrs, and H. ¢, Hardway were the board members, > ‘The
pirst school was btaught by John Lawrence in a smell building only twenty
faet by thirty feet. “ Tais building was built in 1870 avd was used until
1899 when the present building was erected, Bmwem became a standard

school in 19529,

HYATT DISTRICT, HO. 26. april 17, 1869, an order was made for the forma-—

tion of Distriect 26 in Hackberry Township. The first meeting was held
st the home of G. W, Pranklin, April 30, 1879. In September of thab
gear Jamss McRoberts, slerk of the district, reported forty children in
the distriet. This report also showed that no school had been taught.

In 1870 the first school was taught under the direction of a board

48 ,
Schools of 1sbette County, op. ¢it., P. 46.

48 Nelson Case, loc. cit.

50
3chools of labette County, OD. eit., Do 47.




eonsisting of J. M. leCorm, direetor; G, W. Franklin, eclerk; and George

g, Downing, treasurer, o1

mcma%m DISTRICT, N0, 27. Om April 18, 1869 this district was formed
Tn the central part of Fairview Township, extemding as far east
as Labetis Creek, The first meeting was held in the home of
Joseph Barker on April 8, 1889, A. 8, Patter, clerk, on September 7,
1869 reported 36 ehildren in the district, In the fall a sub-
seription school was taught by Esther Biggs in a log house on the
northwest quarter of section 23, Thomas Bulwar was director;
A. 8. Potter, clerk; and E. Wiggins, treasurer of the district.
The first public school was taught in 1870 by Miss Mery Dickerman
in & Trame house on the northwest ﬁmggter of section 27. This
vuilding was used for only ome year,® '

s new building was erected im 1871 and burmed down May 21, 1885,

The building being used in this district at present was built in 1886.
1t was built on land owned by 4, T. Dickerman after whom the district

wag nﬁmﬁ.%

LOCKARD DISTRICT, MO. 28. This districy was located in 1870 and Bituate;i
in the center of Hackberry Township south of Hackberry ‘creak. The first
official report wes dated August 31, 187%,, and was signed by John ‘
Shumeker, clerk of the board. Mr. Shumeker reported that there were
twenty-three children in the distriet but that no schooel had been held.m
There is no written record availeble of the first school tgm@t in the

district and no one in the gistrict seems to have any definite information

on the subject.

51 tlelson Case, OD. eit., 7. 197,
52 Loc. cit.

53 Senools of Labette County, op. ¢i., . 47

>4 Nelson Case, 0OD» cit., p. 198



° 5 ¢

. T “~n
® - W Tm e te v - I’Q

% DISTRICT, NO. 28. This distriet was formed April 29, 1869

~"on = petition by J. P. D. Mourequand, I. M. Logan, and George
Praf?, located in the northwest of Fairview Township extending
west Trom labette Creek. The first election was held in the
house of J. 9, YVedanis on 'my 11, 1869, ¥. H. Logan, eler%
reported 34 children in the district but no school taught. 5

The Pirst school was teaught by Zlizabeth Wilson in her own home,
a log house., In 1871 a frame building was bniltk,by ¢. M., Monre, The
game teacher, Elizabeth Wilsom, ¥aught the first school in this building.
She had married Joe Stover upon whose land the school wes bullt ani

after whom the school was mmd,%

#his old frame building wes replaced in 1886 by a new building
whieh was also built by C. M. lonroe. This building was used until the
spring of 1914 when 1% was razed and replaced by & brick structure which

iz now in %a,m

CARPENTZR DISTRICT, No. 30. This district is located in the central part

of Csaze Township. A log house was uged as the first school house in
the distriet, #williem Jeans belng the first temcher.© In the summer
of 1871 & new frame building was erected and John Stroud, who secured
his certificate nt Uswego, WaS the first ta&char.m

The first school board consisted of Leroy F. Dick, dirscior;

4411liam 1. Carpenver, clerk; and Henry Reed, tremsurer. The building

58
1oc, cit.

56 Loc. cite

37 3chools of 1abette County, °D. cit., p. 49. @

58 Case,; 0D. cit., PD- 197-198.

59 Loc. cit. e
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site was given by ¥illism Carpenter for whom the district was nemed. In

1914 the school building was remodeled, however the frame ig the same as

&0

when Tirst laid down.

PRAIRIE VALLEY SCHOOL, DISTRICT NO. 3l. There is mo official record

conearning the organization of this districet but it is thought that it

was in 1889, The Pirst record on file shows the board members in 1871
were: S. Hardmen, director; James Harris, clerk; 4. J. Ingraham,
%wwuwr.m In 1894 & new building was erected with Miss Rose Williams
as teacher, Thers was an enrollment of 60 students. It became & standard

school in 1928 when much new equipment was added with Lowell Cannon as

teacher.

STCHE PALACE SCHOOL, DISTRICT MO. 32. This district is situated in the

northern part of North Township. The record of 1ts organization has
been lost. The first record on file is a report made augwst 31, 1870,
by ~. Fagan, clerk, which showed they had 50 children in the distriet
with %0 in sttendance at school. In 1871 the board was composed of

neorge Miner, I. C., Meurin, and C. W, Rictm‘.ﬁg

WHBATLAND SCHOOL, DISTRICT NO. 34. This district was formed July 8, 1869
and loeated in vound Valley Towmship west of Fumpkin creek., The

60 Lloyd Si}arw, personal interview. (october 10, 1936)

61 _
Case, Loc. eit.

Case, Loc. cit.
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first ﬁflwﬁ:im was held in the heme of C. lLyverly, July 2, 1869,
1. ¥, Richardson was the one prineipally interested in the
organization of the distriet. The Tirst ngmelmﬁ taught in
nis house by his som I. M, Kiehardson, Jr.
nonds were issued and s school house was built in 1870. The
distriet was named Hard Pan. The board members were: I. 2&.‘ Richardson,
director; W. Reeder, clerk; Johm B, Campbell, tmésurar. Waude Gampbell
was the last teacher to teach im this buildinmg, the original building.
In the summer of 1918 this building was torn down and a new one
erected, The name of the distriet was changed to Wheatlandi. Maude
Gampbell was the first to teach in this new building. The gchool was .

standsrdized in 193,34

SEOW HILL DISTRICT, HC. 35, Spow Hill district was formed July 9, 1869.
It is situsted in the southwest part of Osage Township. The first
slection was held Fuly 20, 1889, in the house of P, W, Cook. When part
of the territory was annexed to ¥ontgomery county the distriet was dis~
orgenized, later in 1872, a new district was organized in the extireme
gouthwestern corner of the county. Its hoard members were W. Maberey,
director; &. 5. Oetsyendinger, elerk; . B. Roberts, ireasurer. Hr.

yebersv was director Tor 14 y%rﬂ.ﬁﬁ

3
Case, 0D git., D» 200.

54 veuds Campbell, personal interview. {Pebruary 13, 1937)

3

s Case, 0D. eit., pe. 201,
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MF, ZICH SCHOOL DISTRICT, MO, 38. This district was formed July 10, 1869

loeated in the southwest part of Osmge Township. Miss Jossphine 'Davis

was the first temcher., School was held in a log cabin, The school was
pamed by P. B, and I. C. Darling., The first board members were 5. C.

Hockett, W. John, and Charles Baggs according to records on file,56 This

puilding was torn down and a new bui.lding ereoted which was léaated one~
guarter mils south and @namqmm:? mile west of the first siim;

The £irst teacher in the new building, which was built in 1872,
wes Mr. Hockett., This building®? vwas destrayed by £ire in 1907 and in
the summer of 1908 2 new brick building was constructed which is s%ill

in us®.

TIMSER HILL DISTRICT, MO. 37. July 10, 1869 this distriet was formed
and lognted im the southern part of Osage Township. The first
election was held July 20, 1889. The fsll of 1869 E. D, Graybill
induced the settlers to put up & log house on the southwest :
corner of Timber Hill Townsite. He taught the first sehool
the ﬁ’allm»wm% winter. The next winber school was taught by
¥. A. Starr.>S

The next building wes built in 18728, It was first located on the -
west side of Timber Hill road but was later moved to the east side where
it now stands. There was an enrollment of seventy-five pupils at that

time.

In 1914 the building was enlarged and refinished.®?

86 Case, loc. cit.

87 1ouise Sligenwalt, personal interview, (February 6, 1937.)
68 Case, Op. e¢it., p. 210.
69 Schools of Lsbette County, op. cit., P. 108,
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YHITTIEH SCHOOL DISTRICT, NO. 3%. This district was formerly lmown ag
the Sradford fistrict and was formed on April 6, 1870 and located
{p the norih west corner of Walton Township., The first meeting

WAB hmlﬁ in the home of M. D, Hason on mtgmii 16, 1870 at which

Gsorge T. mlﬁgm, ¥. 2, ¥ason, and John Lunciford were elected.
to the board,

"Thig distriect wes formed lay 12, 1871

anéd was located in southeastern corner of Mound Valley Township. 71

The petitiom for the Tirst me

oting, which was held lay 27, 1871, was
gl gned by Jossph Yoore, Alexander Fonrath, John Cempbell, 3. W. Slorume
and B, Tanner.

The Tirst school was taught in 1879 by Miss Della #ilson. A cabln
on section 23, belonging to the Rev. F. L. ¥alker was used for a school

building until 1880 when a new building vas erectad 72

SALEM DISTRICT, HO. 42, "On Jume 7, 1870, B, P, Emry and W, R. Ables,

petitioned Tor a distriet in the southwestern corner of Halton Township.™ 73

The district was formed and the first school, & subscription sehool, wa
conducted by M’iss Jiphronis Lmery in & log cabin.

1n 1871 a school house was built on the B. P. Clark claim. Wembers
of the sehnol hoard were: J. <. Jones, G. B. Huges snd 3. B, Shaffer.

4 new building was constructed in 1889 and is still in um.u

70 Cass, loc. cit.

"1 A
"* Case, oD, eit., 7. 202.

Inc, 7it.

o

Ine, cit.

74 _onools of labette County, op. cit., p- 116




CATALPA SCHOOL DISTRICT, HO. 44. In 1870 the petition of John Commor
“mA Johm B. Logan was presented for the formetion of & district
in the southwest cormer of Liberiy Tommship, this being granted
the district was organized on January 28, 1870.

The first meeting was held at the home of . J. I1iff,
February 11, 1870, and the doard mambers slected ware: William F. Oross,
%, T. 114, and 5. %. Collins, uise Jemny Wright was selected as the
eiret teachers =

1n 1902 the duilding was blown from its foundation but ag it was

only slightly damaged it wes yeplaced on the same foundation and is still

being WM.W

ELIIS SCHOOL DISTRICT, HO. 45. Ellis district is situated in the north

enstern corner of Elm Grove Township. There 18 no record of this district
prior to 1871 except the names of thé board member for 1870, who were:
paniel Yelntyre, John lane, and Vadison 3harp.

The first school in the district was taught by Miss Barah isckerman
in the swmer of 1870, in her own claim cabin on the northeast quarter

of section 14, 4 new school house was built in 1872, Lon Blanchard was

the first to teach in this puilding. o

e building now in use’® ws built in the summer of 1922.

75 pase, loc. cit.

mb—

76 loc. clit.

77 :11s ¢meil, personel {nterview.{February 13, 1937)
78

Case, OD. cit., 0. 203.

78 3ehools P_{Lﬂbette gounty, Op. eit., p. 125.
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NEQSHC VALLEY DISTRICT, H0. 48. Thers is no record on f£ile &8 to the

date of the formmiion of this distriet. The esarliest record to bs found
i a reports iz 1870 showing the board members te be, X, H. Tayler,

0 ﬁ%m’ £y ﬁn H. P8lls.

This distriet when Tirst orgzanized was ealled &m@mbhmﬁ@

HIATT 8 L DISTRICT, NO. 47. On Merch 24, 13’?0, this district wae
Tormed and was T eeated in southwest corner of Liberty Township.

faled Haskill and T. ¥, Dibson yresented the pstition for its
formation, December 30, 1860, The first school meeting was
iﬁmﬁ st the house of O, T. Haskill april 4, 1870, P. M. Gibson,
fmw and C. ¥, Haskill are the officers reported for
153;’?}.

A pew building was erected in 1900 the first one having been

destroyed by Tire that ysar, The firet perscm t0 teach in this building
was E, B. Miles., This building is s#111 in w&,%

PLEABANT VALLEY SCHOOL CT, BO. 48, This distriet has had various

DISTR]

names. It was organized in 1870 and was situated in the northeast ‘corner
of Liberty Township end in the morthwest corner of Montena Township.

The first school was taught in an old log-house building belonging to
George Metealfe, Iiss 3idney Jobmson was the first teacher and it was

s subseription school, 4An old stors building was moved to the site in
1871 this being the first school house. Tnhe First school board members
were: James dorning, dirsctor; 3. S. 3aytor, clerk; Ceorge Morning,

treasurer.

[

case, loc. ¢it.

1 10c. cit.

82 Loc. ¢ib.
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This building vas later moved o the Jamss Nomming ferm where it

wes pemed the Mornimg ﬁ%@mw,m later it was moved to the Jess Bunpel

parm who gave sn scre of land for this purposs., The bullding hed so

many knot-holes, it was called the "Knot Hole" sehool by local patrons.

£
o

In 1880 a mew building was erected and was called Pleasent Valley,

this building is still being used except that the old double seats were

replaged by new single seats in 1929 and the school was standardized

B4

that your. sfter forty-nine years of use the old seats were showing

BOmE WBAY .

RIMON 3CHCOL DISTRICT, 50. 49. This district 1s gsituated in the central-
soutnern part of &lm Grove Township, bordering on the stats lise.
1 heve no means of telling from the publie records vhen this district
was Cormed., Thae first official paper relative to it which I have
been mble to find in the report made by Jomes Burris, on August 31,
1570 showing 48 ehildren in the distriet, with an average attendance
of 21 st school. I Tind among the records a letter signed by Ben
K. 3mith, dated Septesber 8, 1870, in which he says that the
district is composed mostly of single meny that the school has
been kept but two weeks, the tsacher having been paid off and guitj
and thet ia reality the distriet has no organization., The of ficers
roported for 1870 were: Colton B, Pratt, director; B. M. Smith,
elevk; and ¥, D. Scoggins, treasurer. 1%t ia therefore likely the
report sade by Yr. Burris ahould be eredited to some other distriet,

e mamy wss given by Charles Clark vho was proprietor of the
Ripon lnu, & stopping place for meny years on the stage line. Meterial

for the Tirst building was hauled from Chetopa, the land was glven by

Case, loc. cit.

o4 Sehools _g_"‘é_laabattn County, ops cit., P- 127,

° Nelson Case, op. 8it., D 204.



B. D. Seroggine. The building was completed im the spring of 1872,
vhe first teacher was ¥rs, Serah Mars who received $25 a month for her
services.

The old building lasted 58 years and was replaced in 1930 by a
pew standard Mi?«ﬁi%’c-%

STAR SCHOCL DISTRICT, EO. 50, Im 1870 this district, located in the

southeastern part of 5l Grove Township, was formed. Miss Unthank taught
the first school in the house of Harvey Jopss. The first board members
wers: Ira Fech, directer; Dr. D. P. Luces, clerk; and George W. MeGeyer,
treasurer, |

In the winter of 1871 and 1872 the £irst public sehool in the
district was taught by Wiss Frank %w.n..@‘? The school house was built

in 1872,

R aned

RAYRURN 3CHOOL DISTRICT, HO, 58, This distriet, located in the central-

eastern part of lbunt Pleasant Township, was organized under an order
made Jupe 8, 1870, The first eleobion was held at the home of John

H. Bldridge on Jume 20, 1870. The Pollowing officers were slected:
Henry dtover, direstor; O A W. GCrant, clerk; John Emﬁﬁge, treasurer.
In the fall of 1875 Susan Story taught 2 subseription sehool in the

\orrison claim house. John Hamblin®> taught the first publie school

85 senools of Labette gounty, op. ¢it.s P 128.

87 yelson Case, loc. cit.

88 15c. cits




jn the district in s building built in the spring of 1871,

0'SRIZN SCHOOL DISTRICT,NC. 53. O June 15, 1870 this district was

orgenized and it was located in the central-morthern part of Walton

50

Township. The Tiret school meebing wes held at the home of James ¢ehill,

yupe 25, 1870, Board members slected at that time were William ('Brien,

James Cahill, and Timothy O° f}ﬁmfmr.%

The sohool house was buils im 1872, receiving its namws fyom
#illiem 0'Brien, who gave the land on mhieh 1%t was ereected. The first
tenctar was Yiss o»nna Filkington.

The origioal district ineluded what ars now the distriets of
inglish, Vincent, Irogress and 0'Sriem and at ome time 80 stulents
were enrolled. Henches were used for seals apd pupils took turns
at standing slong the wmll or gitting on the platf%m. The
plustered wall, rainted black war the blsck board.

In 1878 an sffort was mds to move the building one half mile
farther east but the law-sull whieh resulted was unsuccessful ead the

building remsined in its sriginal pmw.gl

MATVLE OPOVE DISTRICT, ¥O. B4, tarnest wadsack, John Richardson, and
soms twenty more residents of the territory petitioned for the
Pormat ton of a school district in the norih east cornar of Fair
View Township Jume 20, 1876, This pesition was granted July 8
ant dilsztrict B¢ was organized. The first school in the district
was taught by Mrs. #, 3. Park, in a csbin on the Dike ferm in

twe winter of 1873.

89
ioc, e8it.
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WM DISTRICT, HO. 55, Through the efforts of ir. Ballentine this
district was organized in 1868, and was situated in the northwestern
eornsr of Borth Township., Im the fall of 1868 the people of the district
built & small boerd shanty in which liias

Elirre Binghem taught the first
schools

In 1870 the district wes enlorged and in 1872 a new school houss,
costing §707, was erected., The first board members wers: Gsorge Skelton,
director; Samuel Ballemtine, elerk; and Hobert . Livesay, tmasumr.%
The present building was erscted in 1900 ef ter the old building

nad been demolished by 2 mwimu.%

#

BQUOCL DISTRICT, HO. B6. 1n the central psrt of Canada Towmship,
Miy 15, 1678, zmmm fic. 55 was organized., The first meeting
was held .ugusi 19, 1878,
Thers wms wiﬁm%% 2 building erected at this #ime, altho I

find no record ol 1%.
In 1904 a new brick building was comstructed in which ¥iss Frances
Holge was the first teacher, This sehool iz now a standard school and

i3 one of ihe best eguipped schools in the eammw.%

CAMPBELL DISTRICT, NO. 57. This district, which was origimally called

the Campbell school, is locsted in the gentral part of Oswego Towmship,
and was orgapized in 1870. On August 31, 1870, T. Clark reported 47
ehildren in the distriet with 41 attending school. The officers forv

1870 were: John Cverdeer, and Eillfam Steel.

i&w ?»“r ® ,,;,;:‘
| st

5% Lenools of labette County, Op. citey P 1353,
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3% yelson Gase, loc. cit.
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Wiss Alice Boauldinmg taught the first school in 1871 in e new

pallding which hed beem erected for that purpose,’”

FRAIRIE HALL DISTRICT, MO, 53, This district was formed Tuly 23, 1878

and locmted in the eastarn part of Cannds Towmship. The first meeting

sms beld ugust 21, 1878. Listle is knowa of the history of this

Aintrict.

FIONZER DISTRICT, HO. 59. Ia 1880 this district was formed and located

in the northwest corner of kt. Fleasant Township., In 1870 the board

mambers were: B. ¥, Jopes, 8. M. Camadv, snd O, B, oark. The first

school house was built in the summer of 1871, Mrs. H. Pottinger wés m

firat mm?mm%
The first building burmed in 1914 being replaced by the ome that

i3 pow in wse, Bd Metz was the first teacher in this bunﬁm.%

LAKE CHREK SCHCOL DISIRICT, NO. 80, There is no definite record as %o

the time of the formtion of ihis district., It is loemted in the central
western part of Hackberry Township., In 1871 the board members were:

R. ¥, Hobarts, John M. Morse and William ﬁwwmm}w

a7
nwelson Case, loe, cift.

g
38 ypid., p. 206.

35 ‘
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' nelson Dase, op. Cit., pe 207.
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Tneg district wust have been organized later im 1871 or early in

1672, Leois Filscn and Hazel Ma:

say the distriet was organized
{p 1872 end & building was built in 1873, The first tescher was Luther
Lockard ..

The rresent bullding wms wuils im 1914 snd immedintely beem 8

standard school. A% the time ihis milding was constructed the ‘wurd
108

ners were: H. M. Hobley, J. C. &

Darphy and €, ¥. Enovles,

0N 8CH7OL DIJTRICT,EC. 51. A petition wes prese

nted for the formation

of 3 sehool distriet in the southwest cormer of Highland Township, this
ptition wes zranted amd the Aiatrict formed in 1870, The board members

Por that year wers: J. ¥, Chamberlain, ¥, ¥, ¥epdenhell, and Samuel

Eﬂiﬁa
YALLEY DISTRICT, Bo. 82. This district was Torwed lay 18, 1872,ard was

pituated in the soulheasl cOImex Yeosho Township and ealled Frog For

distrist. The Tlrst bullding wad puilt of wood and locaked off the main

road 8@t back in o wooded, warshy, geotion inhabited by frogs, hence

the nams Prog Fond *E@ﬁ
The Exnscs sas and ilectric Power Company located a service plant

in this distriet and a new brick wuilding was erected and located three

Pourths of & ~ils northeast of the plant. At this time the nams was

versonal Interview. {February 13, 1937)

102 sehools of 1abette Gounty, 00 gite, Po 155,
123
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phy was the Tirst

%0 Velley. Dalsy ¥ eher in the new build-

o

ing. Im 1929 1% was given u superior rating being the only swperior

104

gehool in Labe’ te Jounty., This is ose of the richest rwral districts
in the state, navieg s valuasion of 04,408,290,

cT, B0, 83, Jumes Y. K sne Hyleh

, formtios of this districs, which was organized

gne petition for %

y 18, 1872 and losaled in the centrel sovibera part of ! L Yelley

ip, It lies iz Dotk Ossge and ugpund T21ley Towsabip.
» 9

mhe duilding =as evected in the suw of 1881 and is still in

use though 1% has stood there Tifty-siz years. Thers bave be

108

jmoluding & nes Toundatien, Bew wiodoss anl & cmoreis poreh.

4 5 T AR 5 v e p \ %" b p P
BT 3CHOCL DLITHICT, BC. 84, ‘his JM@%’%%%%%@ g ow

1870, on & petitica by Jumes Cahill, #1lliam O'Srien, amd Ti

are 1t 18 situnted in the norih sentyel pert of Eslten

The Piret elsetion wms oailed by #llliem N, Bogers axd was De

Bovember 10, 1871,

JLoBE DIJTRICT, MD. 85, There i3 Bo w%@sg@@m@ gtating when this distriet

was orghnized but ihe Tlrel gobo el we tauwhd

104 . geords, (County superintendenti’s UITise, Cawego, Lansa

Jehwols of Iabe’ts gounty, 0Fs 21tes B 137

Yelson Case, 0. Ei%.s Fo 200 »
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small claim-building in 1870. The record shows the board in 1870, which
sust have been the first to exist, conaisted of:r . Ames; 0. F. Pressonj
and Seorge VebDole. The Tfirst publiec school was taught by Mre. H., .
Goleman in ome of the rooms of ber home in the fall of 1871. The school
nad neither ebunirs nor desks and pupils sut on logs, flattened on one
gids and rounded on the other with four pegs for legs.

In 1873 a school house was built, It was patterned after G, J.

Coleman's granary and soon wes called the Jramary 3@!1@01.108 ¥r, Coleman

painted a glove and the district number 85, on & sign in front of the
building so the nsome was changed to Globe, ‘

*n 1904 this building was struck by lighting and burned; & new
prick building was eresied the nexi yesr and is in use at the present

time.

LBR; SCHOUL DISTRICT, NO. §6. This distriet is situsted in the moxth

west corner of labette Township. Im 1872 21fred H. Lee, E. D, Graybill
and John ©. Danlel wers reported as board members.

The Tirst mmllw was held in 1876, in a elaim-cabin, In 1877
2 meeting was held, at the wome of Yr, Lee, and bonds were voted for the
ersction of a building. Tbis building was constructed by slfred Lee and

Jlexander Mossman. kr. Gresrson, who had been a soldier in the Union

ATmy, was the first teacher.

108 5 hool of Labette County, ops git., P 138

o8
1 Nelson Cassy OP» eit., p. 217.
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In 1915, = new house was built in which Zva Michs was the first

teache r.}‘ 10

TRENTON SCHOCL DISTRICT, B0, 87, On December 15, 1870 this di ,
Joceted in the southeast corner of Howard Tow;néhip, w;a irmg;ﬁ:;é.
The Pirst meeting was held in the home of B, B, Baldion on April 8,
1871 at which the following officers were elected: W. J. MeClintock,
director; B. B, Baldion, clerk; Benjamin Wade or J. M. Hart,

treasurer. IThis district was the first one organigzed in Howard

1 shipe. The first school wes teught by J., M. Hart in a little

eabin @g %m place im the winter of 1871. This was a subscription

sehool, 1l

A new school house was built in 1872, and the first public school
sormencing ~pril 22, 1872, was taught by ¥, J, Milicken, This building
was used until 1877 when it was destroyed by fire. A year later another
building was erected and wes used until 1900 when it too burned down. The

present building was

then built axd called Trenton, the district had been

ealled MoClintock up to this time. %

$00L DISTRICT ;g@a @b O, H. Lesley, E, staplefon and

wntal in the organizing of this dist rict,

Alezander VWoore wers instm
logated in the western purt of Yound Valley Township. The order for its
formation was made December 30, 1870. The first school house was built
by subseription, out of pative lumber, and school was taught by Mrs. Hess,
{n 1871. ponds were voted, and the house wes remodeled so as to be used

ror winter. In 1883 the district’ > was divided, additional bonds were

119 senools of labatte County, op. ¢it., p. 139

111 ygison Case, loc. cibe

112 | nools of Labette Comnty, loc. eit.

113 ~glson (ase, lot. eit.
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voted and = new school house was built in 1884, Hanneh Hess received
g salary of 25 per mw., Thers were twenty-five students enmlled in
the firsi sehool, Mh&@l was held for a three month term. The second
tencher was J. M. Richard and he taught three three-month terms. The
first bosrd members were: Blisha Stepleton, J. J. Dickens and A. Moore.

he present building wes built in 1884.'%

UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT, HO. 68. This districtis located in the south

wost cormer of Labeite Town

ship, snd was formed Januwary 51, 1870. The
fiyst meeting was at the house of Isaac Padget, February 2, 1871, The
firat school houss, which was the first ome in the Township of lLabet te,

was built im the summer of 1871, Miss Carrie M. Deggs was the first

tsacher beginning her term ihe first of Decerber, 187l. Andrew J, Heaton,
Hobert Vance and 8, M, Hinshaw were the first affieera.lw The original
building s still in use, There was an enrollment of forty pupils the

116
firat torm but 1t dwindled to sleven pupile in 1932, 1

FOLAXD SCHOOL DISTRICT,N0. 70. This distriet was formed February 8, 1871,

and lies in the eastern part of Hackberry Township and the western art
of Hiehland, The first meeting was held in February, 1871, at the house
of Isumac Butterworih. zapmel Cellsrs, L. H. peed, and L. H. Lockwood

were the first school board members., In the £s11 of 1871 the first

3-1% M* Git -

115 Loc. cit.

118 Sehools of Lsbette county, loc. cit.
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school house was built, but not plastered. James Dickey taught the first

oy 117
gehool in the winter of 1871.°%7 4 mew building was built in 1928,1°8

my 1, 1871 this district was formed
and locsted in the northwest corner of Hackberry and the southweat corner

of Falrview Doy

wwhipa, The first meeting was held st the home of G, W.
williams snd the following board members wers elected: James Newell,
director; Samuel 2, Good, clerk; Jemes Pottinger, treasurer. The first

gehool wng %tsught in a building belonging to James %ﬁccuy.ng

VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT, HO. 72. This district, lying in the east central

part of Zlm Grove Township, was formed Ysy 3, 1871. The first meeting

wus held 2t the homs of Hemry Pitman, May 15, 1871, and there is a record

vers, they are: L. Edmondson amd D. S. Robbins , 120

of only two board me
Thers is no record of the erectiom of the first building or any building
up to the yesr 1917, whem the present onme was built at a cost of $1,550.
.t the time this chool house was built the members of fam board of
pducation were; Treasurer, ¢, ¥, liichaelis; Director, Albert Foster;
Glerk, Neil leKenl. Tha County Superintendent at thiz time was Ida B,
uerley. The Cirst teacher in this building was Velme Candle. She taught

an enroliment of thirty pupils,m}'

117 nelson Case, oD eit., p» 208,
118 Schools ﬁm‘baﬂs County s 0P Cites Po 141,

112 Yelson Cese, loc. cit.

120 Toc. cit.

121 . nools of labstte County, 00» cit., Pe 142.
ar———TRON—T,
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DISTRICT, NC. 75. Ioeated in the central northerm part

of Mound Valley Township, Disirict 3% was formed on the petitionm of
Josephus Moore, Seth Well, and B, ¥, Simpsan, dated lay 12, 1871. The
siret mesting was held May 25, 1871, 5. W, Slooum, William Robbins,

and Aenry Terwilliger were the first bosrd members. In the summer of
1871, 4he first school house was built and was wed the following winter
for a three momt school taught by ur. Jones, at a salary of twenty-five
dnllare o w%h.mﬁ Both spring a2nd winter terms were taught af ter the

first year. The present building was built in 1892.123

a1, JOHN 3CHOCL DISTRICT, KO, 78. This district is situated in the

econtral-western mrit of Usage Township, There is mno record of its forma-
tion, neither ars there any early settlers or other paﬁsons able to give
this informtion. ?? Its formtion was evidently mde in 1871 and 1t is

sald that the Cirst leacher was pmiss Sadie Chanbers.

PLEAS.LNT HILL JCHOON DISTRICT, NO. 77. J. &, Jamison, George W. Bleke,

and Fe Stevenson mtitioned for a distriet to be located in the souih-
sast part of Qsage township, July 27, 1871. The organization was com-

plated Lotober 23, 1871, The ¢ irst school meeting was held at the house

122 rielson Case, 10C. cit.
123 s.pools Labetie Coumty, loc. cib.
i24

welson Case, 07 ¢it., Pe 209.
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of To Le Hills, and board members elected were: J, T. Hills, George W,
Blake, and F. %m%m,m The school site was bought from ¥, H, Darrom
sor 35,00, The building, costing $607.85, was built in 1872, 3chool

gtarted in the spring of 1873, the first 4eacher being Justine Barton,

who recelved | 90 e month. Ex-govermor Clyde M. Reed taught his vfirat

term of school here in the year 1883, for a salary of 435,00 per month,

in the spring of 1891 this bullding wes destroyed by fire, being replaced
the same year by & new building. ¥. H. Haper was the first teacher in

shis building, which is still in use, 128

00L DISTRICT, No. 79. Located in the northwest part of

feage Township this district was organized in 1870 on a petitioch by
gilliam Padget. Idss Mmxwell was the first tescher and Maggie adams
and Bdns Blake wsre also early teschers. The first officers were David
Lemsy, Paulus Eisley, and a. H. Look Bark, 2"

The sehool was named for the Sylvandale Post Office which was
gituated in the eastern part of the Bender yound distriet in the early
soventiss, The historieal and notorious Render family received the ir

mail at this post office, their place of business being located about

thres =nd one-half miles distant .133

128 loc. cibe.

126 10015 of Labette Goumty, op gibes Pe 145

127 Helson Case, 10C. eit.

18 Loyools of Lebette County, ops Sib., Pr 149
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e SCHOQL DLSTRICT, MO. 80, A petition was presented December 19,

1870, by J. T. #aller, Johm Bston, J, O, King and Thomas D. Bickman for

the o1Q

nizatien of the district which was formed Jamuary 3, 1872, I%

wus located in the ad joining corpers of Fairview, liberty, labette and

yount Fleasent Township. The first meeting was held January 20, 1872,
at the house of M. O, B, Watson anmd the fénamn@ board mewmbers we;:‘a
slegted: oSilas Prayther, M. 0. B. Watson apd Jo Cs King'.mg

A small tows was onoe started here btut was later moved to the

present site of Alsamoub.

cALDEZLL SCHCOL DISTRICT, HO. 82, This district was formed Jamuary 10,

1872, and was located in the sortheast corner of Labette Township, The
pirst meeting was held at the house of Johm M, Caldwell January S, 1872,

ged the first board of education: L, A, Wood,

John ¥, Caldwoll, and James yertin, The first school was taught by Miss
Garrie M. Beggs in a private elaim-nouse, 0 it the time the district

sas formed 1t was sparsely settled and as thers was a shortage of pupils
8¢ .ohonl mse, children four and five years of age attenied school. The

£4rat schaol house burned {n 1914 and a new brick building, which is in

18
uas at present, wWas srected.

o
® neleon Sase, 10C. cits

130
Belscn (aseé,; OD» eit., p. 210.

131 50
gehools of 1abetts County, OP- git., P. 150.
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ER30N 3CHO0L DISTRICT, KO. 83. E. ¥, Reeder petitioned for a district

ip the central western part of Labetts Township on May 15, 1872. An order
por its formation was made mnd the Tirst meeting was held Hay 30, at the
house of #illlam Collins, Miss Carrie M. Beggs teught tle first school
in & claim-house. This was & swmer term.,>°% A building was built ‘in
1883 and school startsd in the fall with Miss Beggs as teacher. There
were twenty pupils emrolled. In 1885 a $welve-foot addition was built

on the north end of the pupilding. Miss Anna Higgenbéttom taught from
1875-1887, when she beemme County Superintendent. A4 mew school house was

built in 1921 and in 1925 the school was st&mﬁardizea.lss

on3 SCHCOL DISTRICT, HO. B4. Located in the northwest part of Canada

Township, this district was formed Mareh 5, 1872, The first election

%a held at the home of J. Herrington on March 2;8,, 1872, Althe Wilson
waz the firet teacher. Bonds were voted and 3 school house was built

in the fall of 1873, slexander Duncan taught the first school in this
building. The first board mombers were, J. J. Higgin, slexander Duncen,
pot Tames Sweet.13% The present building was built in 1302 In 1900 the
district was divided and mrt of it added $o Blue Ribbon district. ihen
the first school was held there were not many books and some of the pupils

read from the #ible a8 & taxt.l%

132 Helson Case, 10C. cit.

133 3chools of Labstie County, op. git., Pe 151,
208002 =~ —_—

134 Nelson Casse, loC. gite.

135 3chools of 1abette County, op. eit., Dp. 152,
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1ZI8 DISTRICT, NO. 85, Om March 28, 1872, ghristian leib petitioned

for & wehool distriet 1 the southeast part of Canadas Township and the

porthenst part of Howard Towmship. The formation was made M=y 15, 1872,
ohg Pireat election wae held Mey 30, 1872, at the home of Christian lLeib,
The school house was built in the swumer of 1872, J. K. Russell taught
the first term, The first board members were: Christism Leib, for whom

the school was named, John U, Vence, and Jonathan Pemrmn.lsa

r3IDE SCEOOL DISTRICT, HO. 86, In the $erritory adjoining Chetopa

Prasmumast e

on the north, this district was forsed Jume 3, 1872, The first meeting

was held At the home of J. C. Wright June 4, 1872, at which time the

sollowing officers wers slected: J. C. ¥right, L. D. Bovee, and T. Bs

sertain. & school house was built this same yoar. o7

LIOAETT SCHOOL DISTRICT, HO. 8Y7. Liggett District is situated in the
southwest corner of Hackberry $ommship., The record of its
organization end early history is all blank. A house costing
$800 is sald to have peen built in 1872; snd the £irst officers
are sa31d to bave been Hilllam Liggeii, director; W. B. Trissel,
elerk; «. J. Barnes, treasurer,”

RCELAIOH 3CHOOL DISTRICT, Ho. 88, This district, located in the northern

part of ¥ound Valley Towmship, was fo ymed May 3, 1873, The first meeting

wss held Tuly 30, 1873, gamel Mayginnes, J. D. Ellison, snd J. F. Bubts

were the first bo.rd members. The first school was held in the home of

156 ¥elson Case, loc, cit.

137 1oz, cit.

138 1p5¢., p. 211
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J. ¥, Butts in 1873. The school house was built in 1874. The building
gite wus given by John Edgsy

- The first teacher in the building wes
¥r. George leslie. In 1919 a new standard type school house was built
and it 18 still being used, - Miss Hazel Brachelor was the first to

toach ¥ in the present building.

HOOLE 5

; DISTRICT, NO. 89, A petition was presented in 1872 for a

school district to be located in the southeast corner of Mount Pleasant

Township., “he formation was made in the spring of 1873. The first
meeting wae held and the officers were eolscted May 27, 1873, Hiras Nolel4®
was the Tirst tescher mnd Tlfora Canary was the second ome. The first

few yours the pupils sat on lomg 3eats mde of gplit lezs. The oniy books

used were n yeudey and apn srithwetic.

PARKVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT, NO. 30. located in the northwest corner of
Blm Grove Townehip, this distriet was organized «pril 26, 1873, On
July §, 1873, the first meeting was held, ! This school was first
ealled Xseler. The Pirst sehool strature was built in 1873 being re-

plaged by »u new building in 1904, It was remodeled and standardized in

b
1@3@,}"4”
135 | » 53
3chools of labette County, op. eit., p. .
140 yot1som Cass, loc, cit. '
141

loc. cif.

142 3chools of labetts County, op. e¢it., P. 185.
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BELIEVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT, ND. 91, December 31, 1873, this district oo

wus formed in Mount Fleasest Towmship., The first meeting was held

HAMEING SCHOCL DISTRICY, BO. 92, The southeast cornar of Blm Grove

Touwnship esbraces this school distriet vhich was formed January 29, 1874,
e tirst meeting *® being held Mareh 3, 1874, The First building was

built in that year on a Tarm owned by Th

omas Hawkins, The first school
torm 18751878 was teught by Wiss Bamny Powell 2t a salary of £30 per
menth., There wors nine pupils sarolled. Hcott Hine was elected tresasurer
af the bosrd in 1877 snd served in thal wmeitf for 27 years, 3ome one
of his decendaris hes besn a pupil in this school every year simce 1885,

The se

hool wes standerdized om Mareh 27, 1929,

TULN MOUNDS DISTRICT, NO. $3. On April 4, 1874, this district was formed

ge Towuship. The rirst meeting *° was

iz the northwestera part of Osa
held May 23, 1874. The building, which is still inm uwse, was built in

1896, The sehool wes named for the two mounda whiech = re near the school

house . 148

RICHIAND SCHCOL DISTRICT, HO. 84. Richland District was formed June 18,

1874 and the building sas built in the fall of that same year. This

143 ye150n Case, loc. cit.

144 ye1s0n Oase, los. cit.

146 | . ools of Labette County, op. cit., p. 157.
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distriet is located in the northern part of Canada Township. 147 qme first

tescher was Hichard JoKensnis. The school was stumdardized April 5, 1929.

JANESVILLE SCRCOL DISTRICT, HC. 95. April 15, 1872, §. H. Hapes and
others petitionsd for the fommtion of a district in the southwest corner
of vount Plessunt Township, The order was made June 18, 1874, and the
organization completed sugust 1, 1674, The first school @eting was

peld im the homs of loeh By

n. Jobm Hulse was alacted director, and
Wils Filéreth clerk, The first school was tasught in the summer of 1874
by M¥re, Mary ?%m&n%@’ Her salary of $25 per month was for a school
term of four monihs, 4s the years passed and the number of puplls
ipcreasad it becams necessary %o enlarge the building, At ome time

enrollment of Iifty-four mzpila.l"‘g

$hers wad an

% SCHOOL DISTRIOT, NO. 97, This district was formed in the north-

B s R W
R

west part of Homard Towmship, March 11, 1873. The first mesiing was held
April 10, 1873, The gahool house in this distriet wes built on the west
side of Pumpkin Creski®C and was later moved to the east sids of the

ergsk whers sn sere of land was given by Mr. Milligen for & building site.

PAYLOK SCHOOL DISTRICT, NO. 38, This district, located in the south-

it ol it

151 B :
eastern part of Hackberry Towpship, was formed ¥erch 12, 1873. 1In

147 we1son Case, loc. cit.

148 1ot eit.

149 Sehools of Labette gounty, p. 188.
O ciaes) TS

- o

150 Telson Case, 0P« eit., p. 212

151 10c. cit.
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1873 Mr. Baylor gave an aere of his farm to the distriet to estanlish

the school whish bears his pame. The first teas her was Anna Williams.
The first school board was Mr, Baylor, ¥r. iAggers and ¥r. Lewsllen.

A new school house was constructed in the year 1916, Miss Ema Wulfe
was the Cirst Yesgier %o tesch in the pew building., The board members

st thadt tize were Jim Uy

ght, W. F. Tomey and John Phelps,l5?

AELL MOTND SCHOCL DISTRICT, HO. 99. This district was formed in the

southesstern part of Yound Velley Township, March 14, 1873. The first
meeting was held -pril 11, 1873. The first officers wers Cyrus Hopkins,
¥, 7. Wakefisld, mmd Irs Hoss, In December, 1873, Hermsn Wade opened

4he Pirst sehool. Colin Hodge was treasurer of this district for e

pumber of yDars.

PITTY HILL 3CH0CL DISTRICT,NO. 100, This district was formed in the

coutheastern part of Hichland Towmship, April 15, 1873, The first
meeting wss held imy 22, 1875, That fall a school house costing $900

Wal ﬁmﬁ&&ﬁ.x% :n the year 1901, school opened with Charles W. Robinson

as teacter. The snrollment was twenty-seven. Tuwe term of school was then

thres months. In the yesr 1920, a new school was erected and the o0ld one
155

gold, “rs. ‘able lLayton was the first person to teach in this building.

182 schools of 1sbetts county, op. cit., Pe 159.

-
4%~ velson Case, loc. cit.
54

woc, cit.
wtop— L el

155 Sehools of Labetteo County, op. cit., P- 160.
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CT, 50. 101, Notices of formation of this district

were posted Delober 8, 1BED. Officers were slected and organization was
completed Novemdber 8, 1880, This ﬂistrin‘t is 8ituasted in the western
part of Cawego Townshlp,

In 1881 1% was taught by J. M. Eiker.'°° The only improvements
tnat the school bas bad, in the lire of playground equipment, are a
merry-go-yound, s few board swings, and e fire extinguisher. ILater a

drinking fountain wss placed in the sehool house,157

WAPLZ THOVE 5CHO L DISTRICT, NO. 102, Located in the western part of

psage towship. The first school of this community was erected in

place on which the present building now
ghands .

The length of the first term was three monthas., H. H, Williams
was the first temcher. The school board was then: John Melrum, . E.
3parks, apd le¥echer. In 1931 an addition was made to the school ground,
At one time thers were 50 students enrolled, In 1913 the nsw building

wag hullt. It iz the same Oone which is in use at pmsenhlﬁs

COOK DISTRICT, LO. 108, This distriet is situated in the southern part

-

of Hicrland Township, and was organized July 28, 1881, The first meeting

was hald at the home of #illiam Cook, July 28, 1881, Dannil Corell,

4] .
158 welson Case, ioc. gif.

17 Sehonls of labefte gounty, ops ¢it., P 162,

is8
Ibiﬂ., Pe 163,
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%, C. ~lbrook and m mmber of other parties petitiomed for the formation

of this distriet. The ardert®® is dsted June 18, 1881.

= ks AND E. Di>TRICT, NO. m' Thiz district is loecated in the north-

gestern part of Worth Towmahip, and was organized June 10, 1882, The
st g 160 | |
tirat meeting way hold at the house of 5, B, Cornelus, June 10, 1882,

i that time, v, Childester was county superintendent. The bogrd members

ghoss ¥r. Charles Oetten to perform the duties as first teacher of the

gehool., About 1884 a mew sthool house was puilt at the present siﬁe,lsl

gy ;108 SCHOOL DISTRICT, NO. 199. This district is located five miles

weat of dound Valley om Higl Caself? states that the district

emnized December B, 1883, but he has made a mistake in saying that

the district is located in the eastern part of Nound Valley Township, It
i3 in the exiTene westsrs part of Mound Valley Township and extends to the
western line of lLabette County. Ascording to Oase a school house wes
puilt in 1884, and evidently five yw@ later snother was built, in 1889,
This one i the save as when puilt except that two sloakroons were built
ontn the building in 1898. In 1920 the school house caught 'ﬂra, rosult-

Jing in s 3228 damsge. The Misses Katie Petler, May Bellairs, Hannie

Yalking .4 MeBBT3. folling,

159 ye1ison ﬂmﬂa,‘ 0D« git., p» 213

150 Loc, cit.

161 |ynoo1s of Lebette County, O cibes P: 165.

162 ye1son Case, 10C. cit.
163 3onools of labette County, Ops ¢it., P 166.

4. W, and Chas. Patter were the first teachers.

163
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0T SCHOUL DISTRICT, HO. 108. This district is situated in the

porthern pard of Labette Tow

ship. I% was er@anml% February 16, 1884.

gn Augmet 14, 18534, Horth C

» upd wife deeded the land to erect the
pallen school house. The building wes begun at onee, and finished in

$imw %o begin sehool that following fall. Fifty pupils were enTolled.

168

= Bonebrake wan tessher.

JEDALR 3CHOOL DIITRICT, BO, 108. This distriet®® is located in the

20

gaaters @t of Pairview Township. The school house was built in 1884.
Due to the crowded conditions in the Stover school the people decided to
builé a school house snd have the two 4 if ferent districts. The name was

gpested by Gsorge Bringle, one of the earlier settlers 1ivi:{g in that

district. Jas, Uroens wes the Pirst teacher im this school., There were
twenty pupils in sehool at that time. Some of the sarly teachers were:

Ros% FILL SCHOOL DISTRICT, NO. 103, This distriet is located in the

pouth-zantysl prt of Blm Orove Township. It was organized April 30, 1884,

e rirat meatingl®? was held april 30, 1884. This school house was build

in the seventies, shep Slm City, which is one-half mile north on the

Wagpurd Pacific railway, g julte & 1ittle village anl the children

from theve attendsd school at Rose Hill, which made for & large attendance.

184 wolmon Cmse, loC. cit.
155 sepools of Lebstte County, ops it 2 164,

> welson Cess, 10C. cibe
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£ ¥.LLEY SCHOUL DISTRICT, HO. m, This distriu*b, located in Osage

rowmahiv, was organized sbout forty years ago under the following con-
dition: The Thittier school house bturned, and the merbers voted to move
the sehoollocution one-balf mile morth, where it now stands, |

4 pars of the whittier, Salem, and Demis districts were all put

ogether and samed Wmple Valley, The name originsted from the fact that
the seheol grounds were located im a small valley snd the roads were a
pordered by saple trees. The first meeting was held -ugust S, 1892, The
voard nesbers, slscted for ome year, were as follows: Wm. Turner, W, M.
3pott, and J. A, Juboe. Sonds were soon issued, and a new school bouse

0 was erestsd on the southeast cormer of section 13, in Osage

eoating 0

Township, in which, om Colober 10, the first school was opened by Lillie

b F 4
%ﬂliin&mg
PROGEESS %%"Q% ﬁiﬁ%ﬁm, ;ﬁi’%n 114. This distriet is locsted two and one-

telf miles west of Parsons on siate highway Fo, 160. The school was built
{n the springtime of 1920 and was completed in time for the pupils to attend
the Pull ters, The first school bourd was: Frank Taudree, O. Y, Chamberlain,
and \rs, Dors Rize, Mrs, Rose rutrick and Miss Lucy CGillete were the
teacheras of the first year. 39%@%%@@?5'13 attended school the first
term. The school is eguipped with city water, eloctrioity, sidewslks and

s stale drive. The library has about ome hundred volumes.

i)
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TABLE I

SCHOOL DISTRIC LABBTTE COUNTY, XANSAS,
SHCHING YR®R (F THE FIRST SCHOOL

DISTRICT

JARE- g

YZAR  DISTRICT  YBAR  DISTRICT  YEAR
1867

i e 1870 77 1873
2 1876* 40 1870 78 1871*
3 1868° Qa 1879 79 1873
4 1888 42 1870* 80 1874
5 1858 43 1872 81 1859:
& 1889 44 1870 82 . 1870
7 1889 45 1870 83 1870*
9 1870 4% 1871 84 1872
k) 1869 47 1871 85 1872
10 1888 48 1870* 86 1872
11 1667 49 1870 87 1872
2 1874* 50 1870* 83 1873
13 1867* 51 1888 89 1873
14 1868 52 1670* 90- 1873
15 1889 . 53 1889* g1 . 1874
16 1868 54 1870 e 1875
17 1869 55 1888 93 1875
18 1888 56 1888 94 1875
19 1887 87 1870 95 1874
20 1870 58 1878 96 1873
21 1870 .59 1871 97 1874
22 1879 80 1871 98 1873
23 1870 81 1871 99 1873
24 1857 62 1871 100 1875
25 1871 83 1871 101 1881
28 1870 84 1871 102 1881
27 1869° 65 1870% 103 1881
28 1872 86 1876 104 1882
2% 1870 87 1871* 105 1889
30 1871 88 1871 108 1884
31 1671 69 1871 107 1884
32 1871 70 1871 108 1884
33 1869 71 1871 109 1884
2g 1853 72 1871 110 1889
2% 1865 73 1872 111 1892
x5 « 74 1873 113 1913
a8 187 | 114 1925
37 1870 75 1871
38 1870 76 1871

District 1 wag. founded in 1887, It was

Reni table thus: Sead in & like er for other

a subseription school.
8chr0l8.
&

Subsceription gchools
' iprroximete date
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GRADED SCHOOLS

The graded schools include all elementary schools in which there

are two or smore school rooms

in the buildings being taught by two or

wors twaghers, The firss

graded school was built in Oswego in ‘sha'spring
of 1889, Thers are now eighteen graded schools in labette County. Five

of these nye in the Fu

s Distriet. Chetopa and Oswego each have two
graded bulldings, shile sltamont, Bina, Nound Valley, r;mia. Bartlett,
Yontame, Veleds, und Labstte sach have one graded school. Inglish
pDistrict, Wo. 113, located at the west edge of Parsons, also has & graded
school.

NSUROC DISTRICT, 30. 1. Inm the introduction to this chapter facts cone asrn—

ing the formation of this district and its first school were presented.

In 2he sumer of 1868 & subseripiion was taken up among iha
business men Tor the purpose of building a school building. In this
butlding, is Uesesbar, 1888, Rev. Cornelius V, MNonfort and 3allie Elliott
started a4 torm of ;ﬁé@?fm@l}% Although there were two teachsrs at this
time there is mo svidence to lndicale that more than the one room was
being used Tor school purposes. 3Jecause of this it 1s guestionable whether
this eould be coasidered as @ graded school. '

In the zurmer of 18838 a two-story stope building was srected, In

this bullding thers wers four school rooms. late in the fall of this year

172
Loc. cl%.
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he Pirst school, defin ¥ oy
the v Gefinitely graded, in Labette Gounty was opened, George
rvis was prine
O Barv 28 principal of the school. Miss Louisa M. Allen taught the
intermedinte grades and Miss 8allie Blliott the rrimry grades, In this
same yoar, 1889, Yr, Sarvis reporis s total enrollmmt of three hundred
apd Pifty pupils,
Frior to 1883 the superintendent of the Uswego schools was
not on the teaching force but bad the general direction of school
affairs. The ®arly supsrintendents under this plan were: Nelson
Case, Mary . Highby, W. 5. Nelson, ¥, A. Starr, F. H. Atchinson,
Ds He Mpys, and Y. Chideater. In 1883 i, Chidester, who had
aetnd 88 supsrintendent the previous year, wes made a teachsr
slsc. He served in this capacity for three years. ir. Chidester
wes sucescded by J. ¥, Geltner, who served four years, nggr
sarly supsrintesdents wers Bvelyr Baldwin and H, O. Long.>'+
Un Mereh 10, 1869, bonds in the sum of §5,000 were yoted for a new
puilding to be located om the west half of bleck 16, pr. E. . Wright
took the bonds to Lesvenworth and obsained the money to build the
pullding ap nesdsd, 1% wms a two-story, four~room structure, built of
plope, snd was vepble of ssating two hundred stulents. Ceorge C. Sarvis
wag Lhe priscipsl, apd She emrollment grew to thres hundred fifty students.
In 1887 vonds im the amount of $12,000 were voted and a new brieck building
wna locunted on dlook 4, cowsll's Addition, now the site of the West grade
puilding, Iz 1917 this building wes condemned and the new modern structure,

in use todar, was erected, This vuilding is complete with aasambly’room,

grmnasium, an® playground ejuipmsnt.

L7

Loze Bit.
G KA
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In 1892 & seperate building for colored stuients was erscted on the

cormsy of Third and lowa strests. This building was torn down and a new

one completed in 1921 at u cost of $19,000, In addition to classrooms

it 15 equipped with an asse=bdly room, stage equipment, and gymmasium, snd
172

§% ia modern in SVAry wWay.

cEETOPA DISTRICT, MO 4. ALl of the original records we have in
Teferuonas 1o the formation of the sarly districts in the county
sye now on slips of paper. There is no record whatever now on
file of the forsaticn of e distriet im the county numbered 4;
but e origiasl records deseribing districi No. 5 completely
P4t whe territory whieh has ever since been recognized as
Distriet ¥o. 4, and the deseription of District No. 6 fits
¢re territory which was thereaflter recognized as Distriet Ho, 53
ard =g therw is no record of any business in Distriet ¥o, 6
prior to the sstevlishment of suech n distriet in 1872, it may
be fairly infearred that ths superintendent, in writing out thess
orders, rwade a mistake in purbering them, leaving out o, 4
entirely. . shall asrume thal the original order for the
gntublishment of Distriet No, O was in‘i%dad for and was there-
after uniTor=ly applied so Dissrict 4. .

mnip diptrict wes two miles in width extending from the eas?t line
of the sounty to labeitte creek on the porth and to the state line on the
gouth, Tnus 1t ia lossted in the extreme southeast corner of the county.
The firat peport, duted ugust 14, 1887, and sigred by Henry Shanunon,
reporis teenty males »od sixtesn semales of school age in the district.

~hera i3 mothing in this raport to show that school was taught
up ¢5 this time. Juring 1828 the school board umsiatad of William
Craft, aniel 7. Do lem, and Z. A sioodard. The report, dated August 29,

1753, shows the school population to pe 137 and that a th:ee months'

172 schools of Labetie gounty, ops cit., P 9.

3 7%
173 wwison OJase; Ol eit., p. 188.
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school was held, Miss Bllen Craft was tee-her, her salery being 425 per
month. Bo school building had as yet been erscted, but early in 1869 a
emmtract wes mede for the erectiom of a school building. On December 5,
1859, the school was opened in Spaulding's Hall, imn charge of Hewbon.
Bowles and his daughter, lMiss Evae Bowles. The new frame building was
dedicated February 3, 1870, and on February 7, 1870, school was opensd
in this building, which even them wis found to be too small to accoymodate
the children who were resdy to attend. J. J.loBride was appointed
principal for the following year but in January he resigned. Wiss M. L.
Ela, one of the teachers, was put in charge, but in March she resigned
and Yr., Criswold was electsd principal, J. M. Cavaness ana‘mmrd ¥aaon

were also early primipals.l%

on June 10, 1882, bonds were issued %o build & new $25,000 building.
This building wes dedicated July 11, 1883, There was also erected a
separate bullding for the colored children.l%
In 1922 the present puilding wes comstructed. 1% ‘is a combined
grade and hizh school building with & gymnasium and auvditorium between.

In the same ysar & modern, two-room brick building was built for the

colored pupils in the south part of town.,me

LABETTE CITY DLJTRICT, §G. 10. This distriet Was organized by Superin-

tepdent Newlon, is loea¥ed in labette and liberty Townships, and covers

a8 Tive-mile SQuUEre. william cline, the first clerk, reported on

174 1pid,, p. 187.
175 Iio'cé B.itn
176 gchools _z_z__i_’_Labatte gounty, Op-~ cit., P 24e
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Septesber 11, 1867, that uo school had been tsught, but that there wers

forty pupils of sclool age in the distriet. William Cline taught the

firss school in the district im 1868 at a salary of $22

+33 a month. &echool
s taughs in & claim cabis belon

r $0 4. W. Richardson, There were

shirtesn pupils enrolled im sehool. In the winter of 1868 James F.

splesworth taugbt a thres monthe' school at a salaxy of $35 a month, This

sehool w5 tsught ia & new log schoolhouse which had just been erscted on

shs sputhwest guarter of Seetion 35, This house was built by subseription

and the subscriders were yepald when the district raised sufficient funds,
Tae town of Labstie was started in June, 1870, and thereafter

sehool wos tasught in town, bveing eonducted first in a rented room on the

sast side of sthe railroad Srucks, oetober 8, 1870, by J. L. Williams,

Iz Deonsber a Swo-story frame building was purchased by the board, The

1o psrt of this bullding was peeupied by the publisbers of the "Sentinel,”

sohool was held im the upper room of this building,

a8 @ printing offise.
and Ur, ®illiasme and his wife, fsghel ¥illiams, both taught. In June,
1858, this >uilél g was blown down and entirely destroyed by a tornado,

177
4 new building ws srested and was ready for occupancy that fall,

VOWTARA DISTRIST, H0. 13. ye first report of this school district wes

in 1867, signed by Bs . Beppstt, slerk, and shows the district to be

logated in Big Hill Towmship. The report shows nothing more except that

there were eighteen pupils inm the district. The next report, dated

-
177 . .
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335 zﬁ%@g %W f@ﬁ?m&% mﬁii& in tha dmtﬁct wd tha‘t mam
ped been n privels prhool of thrse mounthe' duration taught by en un-

qualifisd tescher. This wes @ subseription school, teught by Alice B iggé

{n the sumer of 1857, in an old log store building belonging to B. T,
gi-ons, This wes ihe first bouse built on the town site. The follbwing
year, LB58, Mr. winor reported sighty-two children of school age in the
diptrist, A thres moniha' pehool had been teught by John Hudsom, the
salary being 326,33, This, the first public school in the district, was

taught in an old log

in the spring of 1868, In 1870 bonds in the
sum of §3,000 were voled and o new sehoolhouse, gosting $2,200, was
srected. 1t was dedicated Novesber 19, 1870, The first scﬁoal in this
wuiloing wes taught by 5. D. oreybi1lt’®
"he tuilding aow in use is & one-stary, two-room frame structure

which wms built in 1HG8,

1 Aistrict, No. 35, was organized almost a year

?ﬁ%& mﬁ’;ﬁ ® Tha ¥ wRn Nl GRO00
AR

foresd and two years before the first house

pefors the town CONPARy Wl
was bullt i the tOuD.

A petition dated February 23, 1889, made by B. To Caldwell,
nson Lellogg, . Midkaff, 8. B Fultz, Maria Hussey, Georgs
Brock, and sevaral others, Was gresented to the superintendent,

on ¥hish he BoOR gnersafter mde an order for the organization

of District Mo. 35, embracing in addition to the territory now
eonposed in the distriet, ssveral additional sections. The

Pirst meeting was beld a% the houss of Aaron Midkiff, at whiql:
the following officers were elected: Anson Kellogg, director;
Jsorgs Milson, clerk; Toseph Simpson, treasurer. %ptmbe: 10,
1869, George hilson, elerk, reporied twenty males and fourtesi

TH
178 .\ ia., p. 192.
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fesmles inm thoe distriet on the 3lst of ing

3 ‘ wast, fifteen of whom~--
ten males RRe five femalss~——were enrolled inia school. Thegmn
average daily attendance was ten. The sehool was taught by
wris Fusser, at a salary of §18.6¢ per month. The school was
taught in an out-house beloging to A. MIAKiff on the southwest
querter of 3seiion 19, North Towship.l?9

The first public school was taught, im a log howse, by Miss

Sophronis tmery, Trom September to Dscember, 1870, On September 17, 1870,
the people voted bonds to the extent of §1,000 to build a schoolbouse, |
e building, a one-gtory frame structure, was built during the winter
and spring of 1891, Before the btuilding was completed, on my’ 8, 1871,
Wies Xute Bquires and Mise Sophronia Zmery, started a subscription
sohool in the buildimg, It wes leter completed anl enlarged, am in
¢he fall of 1871 school openmed with Miss Bmery and E. H. Taylor as
tesshora, o
almost i=mediately the schbool was filled to capacity and there
arcss & meed for more room. ~On Dotober 3, 1871, on a vote to issue
§15,000 in bonda with =bich %o sreet a new schoolhouse there wers 108
yotes in favor of the propositiom and but five againsi 1‘5."181 atter
s tro.b.e with several sontractors the building was finslly completed
snd ready for use in the fall of 1872, In 1880 a pew building was
srected in the third ward, befween nelmont and Corning Avenues, costing

315,000, In 1881 another puilding was completed in the first ward on.

B

Ipid.y De 19Ba
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plosk 11l a% = ocost of $6,000. In 1884 a building was ereated in the

eourth ward,vest of Bloek 150, end costing $12,000. A fifth building
was coustructad im 1BBY on Bloek 210 at a cost of $10,000, All of the
sbows buildings were of brick spd were torn down to 'mke room for the
puildings whigh now sre in use, |

in 1889 the Tive sabool bulldings in use housed 1,758 pupils,’ in

ol pro.erty valued at $19,834,31. Thus in twenty years the Parsons

gehools had growm from a ssall village school to 2 striving school
system. The growih of the Parsons schools in terms of enrollment was
gredual but alwaya upward, It resched its peak of 3,600 pupils in 1920,
Py thoussnd nine hundred of these were enrolled in the elemsntary
sehoolse ¥  3ines 1920 the totsl enrollment has fluctuated between

13 DIJTRICT, BO. 389. On July 10, 1869, this adistrict was formed,

¢ Township end includes the

It i looated in ibe seniral part of Oos
present tomn slte of Usanis. Im the spring of 1870 a log house was pub

., Lapham Saught a three monihs' school. «fter

up in this 4alssriet nad Mre
the location of Deanis in the distriet a new fyame schoolhouse was erectad

ip town in the sumser of 1885. The district board members in 1870 were:

¥. F. Lapham, SeoTge d. ¥a jor, and Jacob wa-laa This building was

destroyed by firs and & new One puilt in 1888, Some of the early teachers

were Vid® [dn iarshall, ¥iss Luella Sowmn, wr. Clarence Neal, Mr. Eli

(& mapuscript in the

1BZ . o w nf the Parsoms Cit Sehools.
s Bariew g;w__m——-—-«--—z*"“"" Kansas).

ofTice of the .aumﬂ,ﬂtﬂ@émt of Schools, Parsons,

v a
183 Nelson Gase, 07 cite, Pe 201
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weiinley, and Miss Ife Mizon, In 1919 the district built a mew school-

Yl Ema St A% whieh w AWy v , e 1
woule, Lae 8L s whinh wag m: 0. I% iz now 2 standard BGMOL,lM

e

YALLEY DIITRICT, BO. 40, This distriel lies in the central-eastern

gart of uound Valley Towsship, asd includes the town of yound Valley., It
4189

s rormed®® 1o 1870, The yesr previous to this the pupils in the town

4 valley attended ¥

o meatland Sehool, which was located mbout three.
siles distant, ®® The first ammul report was mde ingust 31, 18'70,

by Alexander “onratn, clerk; 1% showed thirty-thres children in the
4iatrict, twenty-two ia schosl, with an aversge aitendance of eleven,

In 1870 the board wes sed of Josephine loore, Alexanier Honrath,

gtory building was erscted in the summer of

and L. Ca Bilmoth. 4 DEW Sy
1882, and in 188D an wddition was nads,187 A mew, modern and well-
squipped building was erssied in 1930. This is a combination grade and

peium and

high sehool bulldlns. There i3 u separate building for & &YW

auiitorius whish 18 used by both the ntgh school and grade students.

ALPAMDNT DISTRICT, WO. &5, ioeated in the southenst corner of Labette

Township and the aortheastern cormey of Mount Plessant Towunship, ineluding

the town °f ltamomt, this alatriet was formed October 4, 1869, 1In 1870

the board wembars wWeTe G, Commor, Je G- iurphy, snd John Elston. The

firast puilding wasd puilt in 1873, and was used until the pumber of scholars

1B% onools of labedte gounty, 0D Siles Pe 109,

pet
e
#aft

) welson DASE, 10C. git.
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4

'gl:on Case, 10Cs eite

&



83

pegume 30 grest LA the bullding was enbirsly too smell to accommodate

2,

1% & rew bulliirg wes ereeted on the same site. The ditriet

ghen. I

£s

{n ocutgres the bullilag end in 1584

spother room was sdded. It was

until 1591, vhem 2 5 .story brick schoolhouse was erscted.

, of this duilding were used for grefe purposss and ome room

%ﬁ% for Ehae E@%@% %@%@%ﬁg R, m nekonol becans g‘baﬁ_aﬁizad in

1929, Iz 1933 tnis building s

s yoplacad by « new, well-equipped building,

ghish 18 8 one~atory syink @‘%m‘ﬁw}%

yALED, DISTHICT, NO. Bl. This 4istrict was formed December 29, 1875, and

the Tirst clection wad weld on larch 8, 1876. The £irst schoolhouse in
the distric’. wag A3 old stors building pought end moved from Parker. In

ond chenges weré made in the boundary of the

gaé shis bullding w

was just being started at this time. A

digtriet. The Lowh of Toleds
pow sebonlhouse Wb @m%ﬁw in 1888, Hiss snna purns was the firat

teaghar, Ao nuilding som bagans osrererowded and apothey ToOR WAS added

and an additional temgher amployed ip 1912, Ip 1926 the people yoted to

build 8 newx building. This is ihe present puilding and is made of brick,

g

1t has six rooss, two Lalls, 8 gymnesium and an suditorium.

M. DISTRIZT, BO. 23, 0o way 3, 1871, an ovder was made for the forma-

tisn of thias alatrict. 1% is jocated in the central part of Elm Orove
tgpiting w B neld vay 15, 1871, at the home of Owsen Wimmer,

Fyes ,..j\.%ifn R ;\4& &

188 e T tv, op. Citss Do 119.
3ehools of labetts gounty, 2P =27

129 alron Sesmy 80 cit., Dpe 204
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he district failed %o orgenize under the order, end on Muy 30, 1872, 2
gou order . 72l and e slscilan was held at the home of P, C. Goodwin,
wy %0, 1872, The wuilding wes evected in the fell of 1872, mnd wes
sorploted i Desasber of that year, W, J, Williken opemed the first

ool in She Clstrict. This building hed o be moved in 1886 to make

way Tor the railrosd. 4 mew four~room building was erected in the fall
of 1BB6, The cost of Lhis vailding, complete with furnishings, was
42,000,190 Thers ma sa addision to this building in 190l On

1917, the prssent buildisg was completed and put into use,.

Tais is » two-story bulldisg of vrisk, 1t contains fourteen rooms, It

43 uped for bLosh grodes amd high sehool. The grade school was standardized

in 1%30.

DIFTRICT, 2O, 110, This digtriet is sitvated in the gentral part

of Masxberry Township, and inslules the town of Bartlett., It was organized
Tume 3, 1889, Tue achoslhouse wes puilt thet fall, and J. L. pamundsont 02
taught the first sshool in the Alstriet, beglnning in December, 1889, In
1894 a second Tom WAl sdded %o this vuilding. After this addition wes -
pompleted, the Rev, WX syandridge taught the upper grades and his daughter,
Hst-is Hrundridge, taught the primery grades, This building was moved

1914 and wud reyplaced bY the present building, which is & four=

. 193
room brick striciure.”

130 | enpols of Labette County, oDs Slbes P 150.

e
191 ye1zom Case, 2pe Sifes 7. 208.
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DHeso b sedesievwog diie 2134 I the summsr of 1907 g mceting was held in

Weamman o

W0 @we how magy people wanted & school., Thoy

1 g s
Py 1 Bhka m

#% prupositlon, and 8 tract of land was taken from

the hone of ot

Termony, Viment, apd ! O'Briea districis, "he district was

that eze suswmr, ¥iss Bells Taglish was county supsrintendient
at the Time of the orgenization of this distriet and the school wes nsmed
for her. Sue Ciral school board consisied of Crant Hume, George Fancher,
asd Will Suvall. iss Louve &, Turner teught the first half of the

ters end Miss dadie Deeloma teught the last helf, The first school waz

mld in & smsll, two-rsom houss on Thirty-3econd street. The new building

wes ool school term. It wes ready for use in time
for the 19%0A-1%79 tarm, and school was tsught Ly Miss Bdna Hume. During
the 1918=1%17 term, while Wiss Zva Cruzan wes eacher, the school was
gtandardized, thls dalmg the Pivst standard school in the county. In the

s 1077 » wwetiog was bheld for schowl) patrons snd they decided to

build another roow, wileh wes added during that swamer.

}; %
Era]
e

spid., p. 193.
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TABLE II

STATISTICAL TABLES FOR THE ELEMENTARY SCHCOLS

OF LABETTE COUNTY

1869-1934
To. of Children of  Children  Av,. Daily Wo. of Total  Av.Term

Year Digtrict School Age Enrolled Attendance Teachers Expenses Taught
1869 45 2,280 1,167 752 35 $ 19,210 4.0
1870 60 3,132 1,634 1,138 43 15,577 3,5
1871 72 3,932 2,774 1,453 52 63,174 4.16
1872 87 4,256 3,404 2,153 85 48,379 4.5
1873 88 4,619 2,204 1,640 99 30,978 5.5
1874 90 5,151 3,694 3,081 108 56,268 4.8
1875 95 5,191 3,428 2,041 112 34,291 4.5
1876 95 5,781 3,729 2,178 121 31,881 5,8
1877 95 5,978 4,378 2,582 177 35,088 4.5
1878 95 6,415 1,114 680 105 35,063 5.
1879 97 7,873 5,249 2,812 140 36,960 5.2
1880 100 8,430 8,021 3,170 120 53,225 5.3
1881 102 8,240 6,608 3,571 152 45,605 4,5
1882 105 8,661 7,062 4,045 163 64,808 4,8
1883 106 9,200 7,732 4,175 179 52,276 6.4
1884 110 10,189 7,960 5,253 157 71,137 6.3
1885 110 10,412 8,617 4,876 183 85,679 8.
1886 110 10,495 8,357 4,920 184 62,281 7.3
1887 110 10,524 8,265 4,965 184 69,795 7.08
1888 110 10,053 8,390 4,856 164 69,109 10.5
1889 110 10,250 8,260 5,037 194 75,970 10.2
1890 110 10,086 8,364 5,096 181 70,790  10.3
1801 111 8,970 8,423 5,207 168 65,888 7.08
1892 112 10,185 8,072 5,126 125 96,770 7.
1893 111 9,427 8,212 5,044 168 89,525 6.5
1394 111 8,737 7,920 5,303 170 71,063 8.52
1895 111 9,824 8,394 5,313 186 77,560 6.5
1896 111 9,872 7,810 5,122 197 78,364 6.5
1897 111 10,005 7,999 5,324 187 65,543 5.75
1388 121 9.651 7.866 5.228 | 188 £5.543 6.7
1898 111 9,861 7,926 5,135 188 42,568 6.52
1802 113 9,605 7,838 5,091 180 73,95 8.47
1901 113 9,871 7,909 5,156 172 72,567 6.47
1902 112 9,842 7,911 5,318 186 72,989 6.8
1903 107 9,531 4,284 2,679 123 76,335 6.8
1904 107" 9,946 4,205 2,808 121 - 121,540  8.75
1905 107 10,256 4,088 2,646 121 87,089 6.75
1808 107 9,615 3,955 - 2,793 122 101,181 6.75
1907 107 9,422 5,845 - 664 122 $5,782 8.5

109
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- 9,287
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vy RIT.BLISHMEWT AND CROWPH OF TNE HIGH SCHOOL

=g pistery of Yhe grow

of the high school in Labette County

ghows that $his institutios

mad more than i%s shars of struggle and

strife, 1% 12 o oomnity-nligh sehool eounty end one that is generously

sgriakled with smll towns Bach has

tried to operate, at one time or

»

spothar, i%ie omm hish gehool, A% present thers are seven four-year high

sehonls in the county, naving & ecombined enrollment of ome thousand eight

pupils and smplaring seventy-saven feuchors.

g strugele has bDesn 0D the part of the high gsohools in the small

towns %o maintain an axistence apd the s rife has heen between these

gehools and the Co-runity-High School at Altamont, Tne first strife wes
Back in 1993 when the school was first placed at Altamont. Its placement
theve wms Tought Trom two pides; by those not wanting a school at all,
a8 by the ather towns of the county wioh wanted the sehool, An inm-
.%mw%m; wis souent by this opposition early in 1893 against the payment
of taxes, b.t the diatrist aourt and the state supreme court held the

levy to :» legul. Prom 1893 to 1923 the sounty school levied & tax on

the sntire sounty, 1 1923 8 law was passed changing the County-High Sehool

1e valuation all

to & Comunlity-.iga Serpol and taking awey from 1S b

] ) T is law also
the distr.cts maintaining 4 pigh school of sheir o, To

Labette County

1 i 1
~ A True 3¢hool of Xunsas, (menuseript 1in office 2¥
Symmmunity L40n Senuolis Feo S
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dgd that the Lo mumlty-iizh Seboel

would pay $72,00 per year for
ench pupll Trom 1% distriet, who attended amother high school. This
jaw bas caused considersble squabbling over pupils.

Trere are ‘D %56 county four slass "A® schools, They are Parsons,

, ~ltemont, and Chetopa, Two of these, Oswego end Parsons, belong

to the | { 1A "
e ssurses of study im the high sehools of labette County have
mueh i common yet they have mapy differmnces. Tmble III 1ists the

subjests tuught in eseh of these schools. all of them offer subjects

tm the Tiald o0 Hoglish, mihemticy, comsrce, soclal science, physical

seience, ond homa sconomics. 411 of the schools except Demis give special

training in musio, and with the sxeeption of Mound Valley and Edna, all
ofrer some kind of Bhop Wik,
Teaghere® salsries show o wids variation, The lowest salary is
80,00 & yeay paild a teacher &t Onetopa and the highest is $2,292,00 a
yosr pald 2o the nicnwet palariad teucher in Parsons, Parsons has the

nighest aver.ge sslary as shoun by Teble III put it is closely followed

P

By ~ltamc.l snl BEBEIx crotopa with an GVOTUES wage of 640,00 a year
{egeluiins the supsrintendents salary) is by far the lowest.

Tt ., pursons uile Bal 1y recognized the need of education

o

aigher than the slementary school, Ten years after the ‘orgwizatiaga of

its Tirst sehocl digtriet tie Farsons achools were offering vork in

@

¥ Yunsas Zducatiomsl Directory, 1936-37.
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TABLR II

i SITUATION IN THE
, COUNTY KaNSAS,

1936~1937

3 3,.@?1:? ﬁigheat»méaiaryﬁ

Altamost  §1,450,00 $1,200,00 $2,100.00
Chetope 840,00 450,00 697,50
Dennis 945,00 720,00 1,350,00
Baom 952,90 720,00 1,440,00

ool cvn e ,
valley Bl9.04 875,00 1,215.00

T ] 1,088,090 810,00 1,500,00

Parsons 1,49%.00 1,300,00 2,292,00

Boad toble thus: is the altamont dchool the average yearly
galary 18 $1,850.00, The loweat salary ls $1,200,00, The
nigheat salsry is $2,100.00, gead in like menner for the
piher BoLOOls. ‘

- EESEESgErET Y

e goEm TSR OEOET
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TABLE IV

. TRPURMATION O THE HIGH

LABETTE COUNTY, ¥

2

Tber of  Jeschers with Sehool Pupil Losd
T Lere iaterts I Enrollment Fer Teacher

19 L] 402 21
i 144 - 24
4 o 435 11
o 85 13
be 0 54 13

&4 3 150 2l

Totals LA 28 1908

A table thus: o the ~liamont Sehool there are nineteen high
sehool teschers., Jour of thess nold masters' degrees, There are
Pour-hund red-teo pupbis sorolled in the school, an average pupil-
tascher Load of TEenly-OnS.

T T sasmEmEEE FI T

o
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sivance of he Teg.lar @igas year wrk. Mrs., S. M. Gregg, who as Maude

gygsr s Lhe eyrat graduats from the Parsoms High Sehool, writes as

. eipst year in the Parsoes' Sehools was the term of 1879-80,
e High Jsohool was then loeatad in the third ward puilding up-
glalre and eonsisted of one large goom with an adjoining reeita-
yinn Toon, -0 Principel mas X Childester with 0. V, Hays
Assistact. Bigh Sahoal proper e oupied the first row of
peants on the Zanl and s pest of the room WaB given to the 1a
{the Ba of %oday., asd 1b and the 2s, There were asbout 100
.. the voom sod sech was numbered. fe were known by our

ta the apring of 1831, ths High Sohool moved to the new building

3ehool was officially organized

im the Tirel surd, 4% Shis tims the Hig
with & tw0 yaaT COUTES of study, lYr. Les Tomlin was the superintendent.
Tgys wars B1F wsila sprolled, Four were Tuniors and two weTe Baniors.
ome of tha semiors dropped it of the school leaving only oné, Yaude

L]

LR E s Tt Rt

1y speskisg of

poya, “Cur yrinel it
shicl snswered D6 purpose of 8 deak., Owr ohemical apparatus

s Tap oo the Tululs. I our &8LICROMY, we had to look 'to the
alars LoTouglh aiffieuiting’s W8 nad po 'periods’ it was simply

verore oy alter o BBS

Ce tasn shners were 1E0 graduates and the next year there were

ping, From 1hal tioe on ihe growth of the school was quite repid. In

1853 trere ware S0 pupils enrolled in school,b Tavle V glves the

\ips, Da e CurTYs SSI22 Sook {Parsons, Library), 1, 68e

yay 6, 1902.)

e I8

ssigorinl, Parscad Sun {

T

yrs. Belle . GWTYs ope Sites P 70.
oity genools (Un-

i e . iy Of the Parsans Scnools
§orges T. SREDB3 ﬁwv—ww—————“ ~ho0l8
cubl ished -mruserizt in o7fice of city superimvendent of 8¢ be



;] 4 o £ o e TE o
saroliment 1o *he Iursons Hish Sehoel from 1873 to 1935,

GBYES. Cwwero Hleh Sehosl ms organized in 1882 with M. Childestes

o8 Sugeriztenden.” inredada Canedy® who wms gradusted in 1887 says that

it was organiied o9 8 thres~yoar Bigh

sshool, but other early graduates
auipx that 1% wse & two-year high eelool, ustil 1887 when the third year
ms adced.? 1% comiizued as o thres-yesr high school until 1893 when it
psgsne 8 Toar-ysar digh school. Inm 1887 a building wme built to house
the slemenlary sehool and the high sehool, This building was used until
1512 whoen 1% wes %orn down amd o pew vuilding was built replacing the old

. This vuilfime is at{ll stendisg and although it is no longer used

e 8 high #2nool 41 8311l is weed ns an elementary school building. In
1821 the present high school buildisg wes built. it the %ime, 1% wes

conaldered the most moders asd sompletely #urnished building in South-

B g
staters Lonmagme”

2 o 11
more were four grelmtes from Oswego High School in 1884, This
s the First graduating slass., Jetween 1884 and 1911 there was little

fnaraame 16 L0 oo er of g*m%mﬁw%ﬁ o) though the Ww}_gtim of the town

-

inereapel cocstderstly, Delmben 1911 and 192§ there is a considerable

eight %W ‘ﬁ’a’rf‘k%ﬁix”a}.thongh there is little

irereases ir gradunles--lroz

" L ,..rcs. Oswege Hlgh ehool, Cswego, Kansas.
BTN R

Terania LLIETVIiEW, I DetobaT 4, 1936.)

ryiew, {June 10, 1936.)

? ers u. Ooox, Fersoosl inte

“% ciag .. wasxey, iersonal Interview. (June 10, 19364 )
1]

i -y g gy L o
Tgasris, Loc. zits






semploted sither the sesth op eleve
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The aleventh and s lith

ws costisusd as a fomryesr 5o

Alumni, [resd 2% 8 reunion iz

4 1pe, cits.
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TASLE VI

m@% » GRADUATZS FROM OSWEGO

, A FmEm oF CRADUATES
JSAND POFULATION, 1884
0 1934, THO-YRAR

FERI (DS

ber of High Gradua tes
Sohool Gradw tes per Thousand

1,280
1,873
2,164
2,574
2,854
2,787
2,769
%,@@x

3.3
3.2
4.1
1.9
4.5
3.2
5.9
346
4.2
2.4
4,0
3
1.7
2.5
B.ﬁ
6.7
4& 6
5.3
10.8
15.2
14.8
23,3
2l.4
18,4
18.5
16’3%

CEBLEBUEBRESBaurmbebbEleRevas

,.a thus: In 1884 the population of Oswego was

wpre wsrs [our PErsms mﬁwted from the Oswego

'»M thut YBAT.

This averaged 3.3 graduates per
gead in a like manner for the other

96
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pils have bees graduated Trom thi.
paples o ¢ §rdiated from this lustitution, 79 of whom have attended

jmstitusioneg of nlghe

wating olass at @%&@topalﬁ wag in 1883,

This quite evilenily wes o two-yesX high sehool although there are no
gefintte ~ec:78s ; eservel. The following quotation would indicate the
sristenes of a leneye.r coures exiesding from the first grade through
e poghero e yeer of bigh sohool.
e e %w&% o gsmg@?mmﬁ Tuly 4, 1873, the first graduvating
ME@&; Mm %wwﬁ Vﬂaf Ca “’fg‘ﬁ%fa‘i«%m +11lie Eamr, Jessie Sellman,
and Harry Sleriisg. ™15 eluss went out in 1BBS,
A% othis tlwe helops bad a populmtion of 3,000 and was the largest

tows {n %' e zously. | The sehool bullding, bullt in 1873, was a two
story streeiure with elght rooms and was considered the finest in the

powihenstern wmrt of Lhe @%Wﬁ@ iz 1885, becauss of the increased

gro popueintion, n iwo room slesentary sehool was bullt for the colored

population,  The ;resent high sehool building wes completed in 1924,
20A, Bine tes the sost recently developed high school in the
wm%;mw wo seevision wp omis for edwation beyond the eighth grade

wptl? 19.1. “Mese were four persons in the first graduating class in

“¥ 4e:.ris, (uousd Vallsy High Sehool, Mound Valley, Kansas.)

1€ 4 rens senrety, rersonal interview. (Jume 10, 1936.)

, History of Labetie gounty {Chieago: Biographical

® giisorisl, in the Chetopa idvarce, (February 1, 1934.)

¥ 4 3. stals sonal intsrview, (April 20, 1936.)

13
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vallt, Pw b

by Bioh sebool sae £
ihe sttty leoglaistbure,

ploners sppolinied o |

Pirnt swt o april, M

Wil & vullding eould be srected, The W then rehired Mr. |
priseipel snd also hired, %o assist mw, I« .

versity, Creencastle, Ind

ko Behonl Beacords #igh School, Bina, Kanses., )

. Helson Omnse, 0p. 2it., Pe 216.

A Trus Sebool of K {a mepuseript in the prineipal’s

of fice, Jtemomi, %MM@W?, e

$0199
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Heat-treating Radio
Chemistry Sheet Wetal
Biology

A total of one hundred thirty-one teachers and librarians have
been hired in the Labet‘e County Community High School. Hiss Celia
Pennington who tsught from 1902 to 1935, a total of thirty-two years,
has contributed the longest period of service to the school. Five of
the nineteen teachers now teaching in the school have had ten or more

years of ssrvice in the institution.m

DENNIS EURAL HIGH SCHOOL. In 1917 Demnis District, No. 38, added

two years of high school work to its se}cxcml.?’:L In 1919 a new two-story
brick building was constructed, at a cost of $15,000. 1In this new build-
ing the two-year high sehool was continued until 1927 when 1t was &b~
sorbed in the organization of the Demnis Rural High School.

7he boundaries for the Demnis Rural High School district were
approved by the county superintendent and the board of county commissioners
on February 16, 1927.

Thie district contains pifty~four and one~fourth square miles
and hus an assessed valuation of $1,128,037.00. The district has never
erected & building of its own but rents the building owned by Distriet 38.
Figure 11 shows the boupdaries of the Dennis Rural High School District.
On September 5, 1937, Dennis Rural High School opened, with Y. Re Se

Handley as principal. Two suitable buildings downtown were sufficiently

30 Records, {Principal’s office, Altamont, Kansas, )

31 3jenools of labette County, {unpublished historical snd
pictorial racord, county superintendent’s office, Oswego), p. 109.
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Joon after the adoption of the sbove resolution a Provisional
Cormities of Tive wus appointed %o establish a school for the young

ladies of the Weosho Fresbytery. This committee, composed of A, Werner

Pultor, ¥. B, Meves, ‘eCune; ¥.C. Torter, Fort Scott; J. Talbott, Fulton
and He 1. Billieww Zlendule met at Cswego, iay 8, 1883 and located the

school at Doy

The bourd of Srustees elected at this meeting were Reverends
Co “» Mmlresry, D. l. Moore, W. C. Forter, A. Werner, John Elliott,
Be He Foriins.

On Deeswber 23, 1883, the college was incorporated, a charter -
therelore having on that day been filed in the office of the
seseretary of state, On October 4, 1884, on the request of the
Presby tery therefore the Synod of Kansas took the college under
its Jurisdiction.

Tn the fall of 1P85 the sitizens of Oswego purchased the N, W.
3 of 8, W, 4 of W. E. % of section 21, ‘ownship 33, Renge 21, and
presented it to the college us a site for the school. This
proparty was at the time valued at $17,000. It had upon it a fine
briek residence which was considered one of the finest in the
gnunty. 1o Becember, 1885, Miss Loulse Paull was elected principal
of the faculty; and with the fsculty thus chosen the achool was
apersd in the brick resifence above referred to, January 14, 1886.
£, H, MeCreery was slected president of the school, with the view
#f his taking entire charge of its finencial menagement, and
devoting his time to the reising of funds with which to make
imrroveneants and provide an endowment. His employment was in no
wny tn sffect the control of the principal in the management of
the sehnol prover. Mr. MeCreery had served but a few months when
farily afflictions compelled him to resign, Miss Paull continued
{n eharge until the closs of the spring term, in June, 1887.
vins Susa .. Johnson was thereupon slected principal, The summer
of 1R%7 g large, new frame building was erected upon the college
grounds, at a cosi of about $12,000 exclusive of furniture. Miss
or. J. F. Pendy was elscted presidemt of the college. Dr, William
~ishew mcted as sresident during the last half of the school year.
.t the opening of sehool in September, 1896, Dr. M. H, Reasor ook
crarge snd served as president for two years. During the school
yesr of 1398-33 the college was under the presidency of Miss Delia
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Proctor. Ohe was succesded by Miss Margaret L. Hill, who served
one year. At the close of the school in 13800, the Board of
prustess d4id not see their way open tg provide a faculty for the
next year, and the school was closed.’
In 1904 the school was reopened by Miss Susan H. Johunson and her

sister ¥iss Caroline E, Johnson, au editorial in the Jswego Blade4’

published april 20, 1905, states:

last year the Misses Johnson leased the college for a term of
five years and will continue %o conduct it during that time,
. » « »The faculty has been selected with great care and parents
entrusting their children here can do 80 with perfect confidence
that no detail will be overlooked that could add to either
somfort or best resulis. The teachers are: HMiss Susan H,
Johnson, Latin and French; Caroline Johnson, Wathema tice;
¥atherine Davis, Expression; Evelyn Rargelt, Art; 0Ola Woods,
German; Mre, J. W ¥arley, Music.

Wiss Caroline Iaizmonﬁ who mekes her home in Oswego states that
when she and her sister reopened the sehool in 1904 boys were admitted
as day pupils and giris as either poarders or day puplls.

~ wmwgm@ of the college p&bliéhad in 1%% shows work being
offered by depariments. Department I was composed of a four year college

eourse, Admission to this college depariment was based on fifteen units

of high school work which must include the following: Three years of

1stin and Ceryman, three years of English, one year of Physical Sclence,

one year of Biological 3cience, and one year of History. Department II

3 Nelson Case, History of labette County, Kansas, (Topeka:
Crane and Co., 1993.) P+ 218.

4 Editorial in the Oswego Blade, {April 20, 1905.)

5 personal interview, (Oswego, Kansas, August 10, 1936.)

6 Gatalogue, 0ps Cit.s Po 7o
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Jm four years of seminar or high sechool work. The requirements being
the ssme as the approved schedule for public schnols of Kansas, Depart-
mont IIT wes termsd preparatory or grammar school work and was designed
especianlly for those who wished to have their children secure, in addition
to their reguler school work, special training im drametics or musie.
In this catalogue the tuition is placed at $200,00 per year for

girls boarding et the school. The tuition for day students wes $40,00

a year in the College Department, $30.00 a year in the Seminary Depart-

ment, and $83.00 a yeer in the Grammar Depariment.

Tre Johmson sisbers ren the school for five years wumtil 1910, when
14 was turped back to the Neosho Presbytery. Reverend Dr. Marahal'mui
charge of the school in 1912. He was followed by Reverend Dr, Mather.
\hout this time {the investigator has been unable to find the exact date)
the school was leased to a Colonel Terry for =2 boys mlit»ary Academy .
This school, known as the Kansas Military Academy, operated until

warch 7, 1922, when the administration building and dormitory both

purned. Colonal Terry then took his military boys to Illinois.v

nSWENO COLIEGE, The first private school of a high grade established

~{r the county was planned and inaugurated by Rev. R. P, Bukey,
. + « oIt was located on the southeast quarter of the northeast
quarter of section 17, township 33, range 21, a 1ittle northwesi
of the city of Cswego. 1In the summer of 1870 Hr. Bukey srected
a very nice-appearing two-story frame building, 20 by 36 feet,
which contained two good school rooms. Under his smployment
uiss Yary &, Claypool opened the school the first week in
sepitember, 1870. She remained in charge of the school until the
close of the school year the following June, and was the only

7 caroline Johmson, personal interview. (August 1, 1936.)
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toncher until the closs of Decesber. Afier the school open
ggt's@%ﬁ@mﬁﬁ was 8o good and the prospecis were so flatt'erip&nge’;‘hzze
iy, Pukey plannsd %o largely increase its capascity and to provide
Por boarding those who vams from & distance, He secured the co-
operation of John U, Gillette, who was a msn of some means, and
during the fall and wister of 1870 erected a 20x26 frame addition,
alss & kitehen and sccompanying rooms, which were ready for
wupaney in Japuery, 1871, The feaching foree was increased by
geeuring Frof. allen C, Beker as teacher of mathematics, Rev, T, H.
" ms ulso elected presidemt of the collegs but his relation

w.« 1% =me oply nominel %@w& m&u The followin war the faculty
gonsisted of %M. ¥, 8, Leard, president; Frof. A. C. Baker, teacher
of mathesmtion; llss P. D. mmk, tescher of langusges; Miss Ella
Sehool, temeher of musie. Judge 5, P, Moore was smnounced as the
sancher of comwreial low but pothing was ever dome in this depart-
mant. o » « safter the second yesr the school hardly had an
@mm@mm. The original building was purchased by ¥rg. Bettis

whe removed it to town and trensformed it inte & residepce. The

aﬂﬁwiw W &la% brought to town and out of the material a store
s oonstructed.

ns Junior College came into existence

s of ¥r., Rees Hughes, the present auperintenﬁent

in 1828 under the buidens

of the Farsons school system. 1In function it is an extension of the
high school being housed with the eleventh and twelfth grades of the
Pursons High Sehool, in the new building which was built in 1926, 1t
is unde the direction of the high school organization, the principal of
the high school being dean of the Junior College. |
e Pirst ysar that it wes organized the enrollment was only
saventy but the nsxd year found this figure mors than doubled, the

gnrolliment bvelng oné hundred-fifty. Twenty-three of these were graduated.

The next yasar the snrollment increased to one hundred seventy-four and

¥

& yelson Case, op. Sit., Pe 217.
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FIGURE 12

A PICTURE OF QSWEGQ COLLEGE FOR
YOUNG LADIES
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ghe pusbey of EFROBTES W0 Vg pyo nine.9 Prom that time on there was &

gradusl inereess 15 enrollmemace  gach year until in 1931, when the enroll-

o

ment reached pares husired ag mty-nine, The greatest number of gradustes

was i 1933-34 when eighty-ome gompleted the two-year courae, There has

s iotal of alim B

Seven graduates from the Parsons Junior

.
Gollege,’” The Jumior Colle

offers advanced work in English, science,

mthemtics, 2ietory and soel el science, commerce, home economios,
lap-uage, 388 eduwc oSion,
sevenisen of the thiry—one teschers in the school hold a master's

ABgTHY «

- of
¥ yipses Fublic yunioxr golleges, (a menuseript in the office
e v 'y o e e mam——
the sucerioiooTent of | zhools, Parsons, Kansas).
i b G e D s S & i
i » tne PmTrsons City Schools, (a manuseript in the
. & £ L e
:E.@W*@%m””ﬁﬁgm Pmrsons, Kensas). D. 58.
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Read tadls thua: In 1920 shere were 17¢
snroiled in rarsons Junior College. Temn®F =" ve
. o Rt " por
1he- 8 pradusted, The total opsreting o8t

yo.7 was §i6,378.9%,
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