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(;J:llJ)'l'l.l- 1 

IN'lDODUC'I'lON 

l},'hroughout the United btates ana Canada there is an 

ever(jro..... ing interest in the vast vacation land in Alaska. l 

People are fascinated to aiscover frontier life and modern 

cities. that exist as nei9hLors. 'I'he UJ.su.arecting tourist is 

aotonisil(Hl to see skyscrapers, llIoCl.ern hospitals, office 

builctin(j 5, neon signs, and paved streets complete wi til 

2!>drking meters, in a lanci thought of as icc and snow. .Just 

l,eyond. ci ty limits lie the wilderness areas that have lured 

many an adventurer to l',laska. 

There are many highlights to a trip to Alaska; 

rnassive rivers of ice, crystal clear streams and lakes, enc

1(;:s5 forests, ,U1U a variety of \"ilalife. llut prc}JaLly the 

most awesome sight to the tourist is !",ount l',:chinley. 

D€sioes having the tallE:~gt mounta,in in North America, f<rount 

LChinley Fark js a scenic wonlaerlan.... vi.th an abunoance of 

...dlulife. ~dth thf;;. corfll:.1etion of the 1.Jenali ,.. iyIlway, 

lLOF' henning (eo.), ~'!!~_...!=~J:.l~E2~_1=. (220 ea.; )\nchoragf.l; 
l',laska NorthYiest PUblishing Comr-any, 1970), p. 1. 

2; 
Ibid. 

1 
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tourists were able to drive to the park for the first 

time. l Defore the Denali Highway, the only way to reach the 

park was by the Alaska Railroad. Now with the construction 

of ti.e new Anchorage'-Fairbanks Highway, a shorter and faster 

route, there will be a third choice of reaching the park. 

The major problem facin9 Alaska tourism is the need 

for adequate facilities near prominent tourist attractions 

such as Mount McKinley Park. This is due to the rapid 

2increase in volume of visitors each year. 

The construction of the new highway should create 

the opportunity to establish a tourist accommodation. 

Statement of the Problem- --_._. ._, 

The purpose of this study was to determine whether 

or not SUfficient tourist travel will be present on the new 

Anchorage-Fairbanks Highway to warrant the establishment of 

a lodge, and campground accoLm~dations near the Mount 

McKinley Park. The problenl was further divided into the 

following sub-questions: 

1. What was the total number of tourists traveling 

in Alaska for each of tile past five years? 

1
Ibid., p. 342. 

2stephen N. Brent and Robert M. Goldberg (eds.), 
The Alaska Survey and Report: 1970-1971, (Anchorage: The 
Researcn InstItute of Alaska, Inc., 1910), p. 189. 
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2. hOW many tourists visited the Elelected lodges, 

tourist information centers and Ii,useums already estaLH.sncd. 

on the ni,ain touris t routes? 

3. llow lonq "las the Alasy~a tourist season anti which 

~,\Olltll represented tile peak of the season? 

4. ho~.. many of the tourists traveliny in Alaska in 

tile future will use the new 1\nchorage-FairLanka hi9IY~,;ay? 

5. how many tourists visi tell. the ;':ount i'~cKinley 

Park as compareu to Ute otl1er selected Farks in Alaska for 

the r,ast five yearf;? 

6. Wnat did the tourists enjoy IllOSt aLout their 

vacation wiu)in Alaska? 

7. What we.re the origins of the touristr.; travelins 

in )aasKa'? 

ti. hhat "Jas the averaf.je length of. stay for tourists 

in .il1aska? 

9. What Vias tne average aIliount of money spent by 

tourists ,",'tIile on vacation in ,,1J,laska? 

10. ~;as tljere an increase in the l1uml.:'er of tourista 

camF~i.n9 out ~ihile on their vacation \t.:ithin Alah)ka? 

11. ~Ihat is tne state government dcin9 to rromote 

tourism in Alaska? 

,~.~lfl~F.~~!l~~.,g;." ,~~~ ,.~;!~~~~ 

In an average year nearly half as ~any visitors as 

tllere ar~ L-esiJ.ents in l·.laska, vif.::it the state. 'l'hcse 
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tourists spend over $40 million, which represents almost 

$175 for every man, wonla~ and child livin9 in Alaska. l 

~hese tourists' dollars have e mUltiple factor of 

2seven. Every dollar exchanges hands seven times before the 

year ends. Therefore, the visitor's dollar becomes an 

important part of the Alaska economy. 

Alaska's tourism is a renewable industry. Unlike 

the industries that extract resources from the land, tourism 

limits are not necessarily confined. Present accommodations 

represent th.e major factor stifling the Alaska tourist 

trade. The predicted growth of tourism by 1980 will be 

325,000 visitors to Alaska each year, spending $100 D\lllion 

annually.3 If the expansion prediction holds true, tourism 

could become an even more iroportant part of Alaska's 

economy. Already it is the fourth largest dollar producer 

for Alaska and the only truly statewide industry.4 

The new Anchorage-Fairbanks Highway and Mount 

McKinley Park area was selected for this st~Qy for three 

reasons; first, Mount McKinley is one of the major tourist 

attractions in Alaska; second, the highway will be completed 

in 1972, and at the time of tilis stUdy nc new to~rist 

~. 1,., .. • 

1Tourism is Eve!1E0uz'd Business, (Anchorage:
Alaska ViiItors AssocIation. -_..._----

2Ibid • 

3Ivid • 

4Mike Hiller, N'l'ouristo is Everybody's Business, t, 
Ala!,ka Ino.U!t~.l' III, .2 (Fehruary, 1971), 35. 
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<.iccom.l;.QuatiQl1s h,w,:; L~cn l.uilt; anU. tldru., til€; fi~aiII tcurist 

l~autcs niJ..vt,;. .:lllrplt.. tOUI.'is t dCC01"r(Ouaticns. 

uelimi tations 

'l.'hC stud.y is concerne(. wi tl. the touri.~ts \l.'h,) havE: 

visi teo. l>la.sk.a in their o\oln v<ddcle or' who entered the state 

~y eitner ~le Alaska diyhway or the Alaska ~tate Ferry 

System usJn'J the Inside rassaye. 'I'be majol: SC(,iilIEmt of the 

s tuay ....,i 11 be res trictea to the area covered by the Alaska 

td'::lh'Way t>)'stem. See tile Appenui:x, Illustration 1, for a war· 

of the Alas}..a t.i9hway System. '.i'h'" id~fhway systert: is 1;;8tle U.J 

of hard surface roaas connecting major cities of ~outh

central A16ska with rairbanks anu the Canadian border. 1 The 

tour ists Visiting til':: Southeast or i,anhandle af P,laska and 

the i.rctic are !lot of major irnj:ortanc(~ to ttds s tuuy. 

Definitions of Terms 

'I'he follow-in':.i terns ...:ill Le used th.I:ouqhout the 

stuuy. 

~\ount t-,cl'dnlcv .... a tional.._-~._ .._.__._.._---_.__._...._.~-~_.-,_ ..........-,., .......
PaZ:'k 

'lht.: I'ark is lOCi;l.t~l.l in the central interior of 

Alaska, approxib~tely mid~ay between ~nchora0e and Fair-

Lanks. It Is s{;,conu. in size orlly to Yellowstcf.i.e \-;i til lm 

area of 3,032 squar€' ndles. It is a hi,-?hland region 

oisecteCl by tne i\laska f:anlj€, vii th ~lount I"c}~inley 

1" • 't .~ " ,., 1'" t 'r' .... " ci t " ')1".urCl. '-lnu ,-,,0 ...~A;. 0, -~'. .., 1···. _ v. 
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(20 f 320 feet) as i ts QOl~\inant ft.~a turt,;,. furk travel i5 

1.i.;:;~l:.allJi i_Ossi .... le iroll' aLout JunE: 1 to ,se'"ter"ber 15. 1 

.,Anchoraae-Fair~anks __ ..-:J._, __ ,..._, ...,_,_._hiahwav..f.~._~___. .,. _ ~._~. __ ..__..,.~ .•,..._, ... '._ ... .JI'~_ 

'I'his highway ":ill be the first direct route bt;:t'.-/een 

i'cJ1Cl1Ora9t:: ami Fairbanks. I t is it 357 "'Iitilc lLouern highway 

c<'istinr~,i ~l47 million to construct. 1:his 1119h\','Cl:;/ Hill slice 

lUore than 120 11.i les, ene ~vay, of f the f:rc;:s¢nt rou te which 

t;0€8 throu9h Tok ,Junction. By 1972 most of the road ":ill Le 

l-'QveUi anu l,y lSi73, this will Le the If.OSt L€autiful hiIJh"Jay 

in J\las.k a. 2 

Denali hi.911wav 
~ ... _.,.> ...'_~'''_'''' __...~ ..__.~",,~ ..,,"_,_ .'Jl,_ 

'ihe highway is a 161-mile gravel road from Paxson on 

tIle ldc.hardscn highway to the east entrance of 1,1ount 

:lcKifllE~Y Park, completea in 1957. 3 

l\laska 1.i9Ilwav 
,-,~,p,--,-,,,---,,,,,-,~,~._. -~._~_.,,'......~._ .......-_ ...• ~.'*""
 

The hitJhway be(jins at Ul:!'dSCn Creek, ,l'.ri tisll 

L:olumbia, anti ext(mas 1,221 {niles, un!'avea, to tne l\laska 

border. j,t ';'CK Junction, 65 [!'.iles \\dthin /·lal3ka, thf'; 

.tli.':fi'1Nay uivilies. One ~JraIlch, 213 mi les long r goes to 

li.l €lllliWJ, of. cit., p. 340.
 

2~he Anchorage Daily Tin~s, October 1, 1970, p. 1,
 
\.:01. 1. 

3,il €nn i ng, op. cit., p. 342. 
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:'airLanks: 'ti".e other bruner: is tilt Glenn hi(jh\'r,~y, \inich 

l.'xlt:;:})ds	 32~ ;,lile:3 to .i\ncl.ora,.c. l 

1,;i1c Zero 

The Alaska liighway begins at Dawson Creek, ~ritish 

colum,Liai tile origin of the t.i':;,hwa.:{ is referr~d to as 

~~ile~ost Zero. H2 

~:r~E!!~!.-Ei-.~'!'~:L 

In l~b3 tt.e 'state of A.laaka estaLlisr. €:C: its m,m 

fleet of ships to open up the Inside Passage, a magnificent 

waterway, to the traveler anQ the tourist. 3 The Inside 

![1SsafjC stretches from Seattle, l~a5hinqton, to 5kag\<ifay, 

Cordova, valdez, ~hittier, Sewara, Kodiak, ~elaovia, homer, 

llnd Anchorage. 'I'ravel is by foot rass&nqer, car, or carliper. 

Staterootns are available. starting Foints are Seattle, 

~'~6hin9tun or lrice HUI,;ert, "ritish Cclu.'":,lbia. 

..l;~ichaI.·dson,.,...._...~.. _.. ....~ iii('hwa"..:a.__._.L. 

ri.'nis 364 mile, hard surfact high'~ay, is a vital 

artery of conIIH~I'C(~ and t.ravel. It was ;..laska's first 

highv.ay	 which presently extentis from Valdez to Delta 

IJ. C. Fer9u50n .Ful~lishing Company I 'l'heAlaska book, 
Lrncst Grut'lniny, l~las}~.a:. The ,,Fortv-ninth_ State',-'.... _ '(ChIcagO:"'___ ._.._" ......_.._:J_~. __.•~_.. _. .•. 

J.	 G. Fer'juson fublishinq Company, 1966), p. 39. 

2uenning, Ope cit., p. 68. 

3Alaska ~arine liighwdU , lOl-200m-ll-69-M, (Juneau: 
LCI;.artr(,eIlt-0f·""f'ut;flc--worJ,..·s··~·-·-L1visionof l·jarine 'I'ransportation) • 
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Junction, then on to Fairbanks. Initially, 1t was a pack 

trail for horses in the summer and doq teams in willter. l 

9~ HiSl~wax. 

The 326~mile hard surfacea highway extends from 

Anchorage to Tok, Alaska. It was constructed in three 

sections of 189 miles, 14 n,iles,and 125 miles. The 125-mile 

Slana-Tok n cutoff 1
' "'8S first built during World War II as a 

shortcut tor Army convoys travelin9 to Anchorage. 2 

Haines lii~hwa~ 

This highway connects the Marine Highway, at Haines, 

to the Alaska iiighway at Uaines Junction, Yukon Territory, 

canada. 3 

BeW!rd-A~chora~~ Hi9h~ay 

The road originates in Anchorage and parallels the 

Alaska Railroad alon9 the scenic north shore of Turnagain 

ArIQ, extending 125 miles to seward. 4 

Sterlinc;: lli9~!lay. 

The highway begins et a junction on the Seward

Anchorage liighway, about 55 miles north of Seward, and 

terminates at llomer. 5 

.__...._,_.__.

llienning, op. cit., p. 222. 

2Ibid ., p. 239. 3Ibid., p. 208. 

4Ibid ., p. 278. 5Ibid., p. 290. 
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~ 'ethc><ls of Froce<.iun.~ 

After an intensive search for information at tne 

'I,'illian; Allen h'hi te Lil."rar:y, it 'JeW deterrdneli that the only 

H~arw of obtaining inforr,\ation for this study WilG troD' tLc 

.. tate oi i'\.laska. City emu state agencies, tourlst aqenciE:s, 

lOU9'c!3, and museums were selected anti sent ,Juestionnaires to 

secure tj,e inforwation net:Jdcd to 'f:rit~ tids 1>tU<iy. I". sar:lple 

(.lue~ticnnaire is located in th~ Appelluix. ~;ue~.tiormaircf; 

"..ere i.naiviQualizeo, accordini:! to the recirient; i tei~IS viele 

varieu te> ';Jain na:xirr,UlTl inforI:lation. All inforrliation viUS 

0Ltained directly Ly correspondence. 

Lach sUb-,(!uestion of the problem "ms usee. as fr~~e-

standin"::I sideheacl and the proc£toures usea to ol'tain tht~ 

i.nformation follot,J8. 

:~\1nLer (,)f Tcuris'lf; 

Inforl::ation .,as (Jathered frolll a su.rvey tc1<.t;:n in 1970 

by ~.e Alaska Visitors ~s90ciaticn. ~ue5tionnaires yere 

~ent tv the l.·ami~ration office lit 'l'ok, l\la.ska, fer records 

on tht! l1un:Lt::r of tourists usinlj the ;\laska tdg,bv,ay to ldnttr 

tho state. l'be 0epartll1ent of r-~ub1ic ·"Jerks, Division of 

Larine.:: 'l'rans}Jortat.ion was s~nt a .?,uest.ionnaire referriwj tel 

the nUlulJcr' of tourists traveliny to ~'\la6j,.a I;y ferri€;;s. 

'l'ourist agel!cies \.Jerel sent questi.onnaires to estaJ.;lish the 

number of tourists traveling on company tourist ships or by 

COlfuuercial airline to l\laska. 
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1(1 

j~iourists Visi tin·- Lodqes,
,_._--,,-----_._---,,--~._---,-_._._

Tourist Information 
~~~~~.s, ··aE~_.~·B~~e~§~~ 

~uestionnaires were sent to lodges in the Mount 

[';ct:inley .eark. area, on the Alaska 1;iqi1v,lay, and "V'ell--knovm 

louges wit./'-.in Alaska to ueterldne \,;hether or not tourists 

..,ere utilizing tile facilities alreaux' estaLlished. Cues

tionnaires were sent to the tourist centers and [aUSlE~U1;;S 

locateu at the Univcl.-sity of Alaska, Dah'son CI:eek, ano 

l'ulmor to secure information on thE": numlA:~r of tourista 

visi tiny th.ese facilities. (;.uestions ",ere incluued on the 

(iUe~tiollnaire to try to d~tcrmine the highlight of the 

tourists' vacation. 

'l'ouris t Season and ~;tate 
---Clrlean of" Tourls ts·--

___4~._._...r$ ~_.~ ~, , ,. ... ~, ...._ ..._ 

Lod.ges, tt... e flaunt t1cKin1ey Park :=;ystem, stcl.te 

government a~1c.mcies, and. chambers of con',merce i.n various 

ll,laskan cities Here sent questionnaires as to the lE:n'~t th of 

stay emu the reak month of the tourist ~;eason. rnformation 

Vias also requested as to the states that the majori ty of the 

tourists repres~nted. Information frola ~'!.~t:::__ t:.~_~_s_~.':l. ~\l~:Y~;{ 

~E9.__~~J)~;-t-=._._.!~J_2.:_!,9...?! ,~as use\l on these blO i ter.,s. 

!~.~.:'!!~~E-.2_~,~:g~£~.~.E~ Y!~.!~J.n5f. 
r~ount HCKinlev rark 
,,~_. ,-- --..._'.-......., -,~-,,,-...-- ._.~-----_ .....- .._.-" .. , 

Information en this question was gathereti frem !~~ 

Alaska. ._,__...Survev_ ana H_e;.,ort;__._ ·._.,..._·n,.... 1970-1971;.•_,~.,", _,... ._... ne inforl:lation wag
_.~....__ ... _,._......_:L_._. .....;,;.1" . _ •• '~~ __ 

receiveo fron the y<c unt r·~cKinley Park. 
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'I'ourist.. Enjoyment 

Lodges, cities, parks, tourist agencies, and tourist 

infor~.tion centers were sent questionnaires about the 

tourists' major choice of enjoyment while on vacation in 

Alaska. 

pron~tion of Tourism 

Chantbers of COITtItlerce in various cities, government 

agencies, and tourist agencies were sent questionnaires on 

the tourist promotion that they were plannin9 tor the future. 

Other information on tourist promotion was acquired from the 

A~~ska Indu~try Maiazine. 

Len2th of Visit and MOnet 
Spent b~ TourIst~ 

These two questions were asked of all recipients of 

the survey questionnaire. Information on tilese two ques

tions were also gathered from ~~e Alaska Visitors Association 

survey and from The A].aska ~~!!J:_!E~!~epox:t:__l910-1971. 

Tour~st S:~lpins. 

'I'ourist information centers, Tok 11l:migration Center, 

and government agencies were questioned whether or not there 

had been an increase in the number of tourists driving 

pick-Up campers or pulling camping trailers. 

Anchora~!=Fairbank8 Highway 

A questionnaire was sent to the hlaska State Highway 

Department to obtain information on the new Highway. The 
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Li:..jor i.nterest ",ret;;; ti,t;! nur::l.;(:r of Lx~:)ecteo. tourL;ts u:;i.ns the 

;·'ci:.:ii\:a" and. tl.e efft::cts tho :dqh"ic.<.y ·.:i11 have on r.·eople 

vis i ting Aount !')CKin1ey Park. 



CHAf'l'f:R 2 

Hl:NIl:;." OF P£LA'l'ED LI'fLRA'l'uRf, 

l\laska' s long strugg le to becOlue a state began on 

t:arch 30, Ib67. '1'hi5 ,,,,as the treaty that ceded the terri 

tory tflat haa been known as Russian America to the Un! ted 

States. 'l'he area of 586,400 s'luare miles sold for the 

purchasE.: price of ~7,200,OOO, lesa than t,,!O cents an dcre. 

At tllat time J:\laska was denounced as a barren land of ice 

and snow ano a \o:aste of the taxpayers' money. 'r1'1i,s idea is 

still i:jresent wi tl1 many in the lower forty-eilJht and has 

hamvereu <.:.i.evelopment. l 

historv-- ----,.,.,_.....-

AlAska's economy through the years has been thought 

()f as the colonial extraction tYi:;;e. Most of the raw 

materials were shipped outside to be ~rocesBed into finished 

prooucts. The only exception in the past has been in the 

area of fish proo.ucts. Fishin~j tas been the leading inaustry 

in l~la5ka froru the beginning of the 1900' n. 'fhe petroleum 

industry is now in the spotli'Jht as the Prudhoe Bay oil 

field may be one of the largest in the world. This 

IJ. G. Ferguson PUblishing Company, The Alaska Look, 
• The Fortv-ninth •~tate~--'lCElcagc~-

,J. l;. f'erguscn PUblishing Company, 1966) I p. 12. 
L:c'nest Gruening, ___Alaska; ,._.•__ ,...__ •._ ...__ .••.•oL__._. __• _ 

13
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discovery will have a profound effect upon the economy of 

Alaska. Mining, timber, fur, and agriculture all have 

played an important role in Alaska's development, but now 

may become of minor importance. 

The tourist trade has the potential to become the 

largest industry in Alaska. l During the 1969 tourist season 

107,000 people visited the state, or one visitor for every 

three Alaskans. This was twice the number of tourists just 

six years ago. Tourism is perhaps the segment of Alaska's 

economy with the Il~st potential for providinq jobs for 

Alaskan's.2 

Alaska, at present, accounts for one-third of the 

total national park system in the united States. There 

still exists the opportunity for expansion since the major

ity of the land is government owned. 3 

Statehood 

A statehood bill was sponsored as early as 1943, but 

was buried in a committee. In 1945 the statehood bill 

reappeared and came up before congress every year there

after. The ~la&ka and Hawaii statehood bills were combined 

lstephen M. Brent and Robert ~1. Goldberg (eds.), 
The Alaska Surve~and ReEort; 1970-1971, (Anohorage: The 
Resear~'instltute~AIa8ka, Inc:--,I9~), p. 86. 

2Ferguson and Gruening, loco cit. 

30utdoor Recreation Resources Review COlnmission,
 
Outdoor Recreation for America, January 31, 1962 (Washing

ton: Government printing Offioe, 1962), p. 1.
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in 1954 over the protests of both Alaskans and hawaiians. 

Alaska ~)ecame the 49th state of the union on July 7, 1958; 

the t/ill 'das introuuced into Conqress by a Representativa of 

New-York. l 

~;ize 

'I'lle !.~tate is one-fifth 8l'; large as the other forty·' 

eight states combined, it is larger than the three larqest 

states or the tv/enty-one smallest states. If superimposed. 

on the tlnited States, Alaska would touch the Atlantic and 

the Pacific Oceans and the Canadian and ~:exican Loundaries. 2. 

r:.cfer to the F.ppendix, Illustration II for a map of Alaska 

superimposed on the United States. 

¥'ihen flying from Juneau to Nome, tlle voyager sets 

his watch back three liours, the saIne as if he .....ere to fly 

frofJ. ~~e\<! Yc>rk to San Francisco. 'l'lle 26,000 mile coast line 

is longer than the combined Atlantic, racific and Gulf coast 

of tho lower forty-eight states. t!J.ount Mcianley is the 

tallcBt peak. in North Atrlerica, Lut l\laska has ten other 

s:,eaks that soar to heights greater trlan any other mountains 

3in the continental United states. 

~~9Eul!!-~i91l 

Alaska at the present time ranks fiftieth in Fopula

tion count. For the year 1970 there ",'ere an cBtirr.ated 

IFerqusOn and Gruening, cp. cit., p. 17. 

2 Ibid • 3Ibia • 



16 

300,000 people living in the state. The average gro",rth rate 

of population is hi'::7her in Alaska than for the continental 

uni ted StatE:s. 'l'here are two n,ain factors that account for 

tl'lS hi'~h 'lrO\'lth rate, natural increase ana. migration to 

P.la~ka. 'I'hE::: actual grov.'tl1 is heasureu in llunureds of thou

E;ands ....·hile the other states measure in tiH:' rd1lions. 1 

~Uie average l\laskan is seven years younger than the 

average A':'l'erican in age; therefore, there are a greater 

2l_ercentage of women within the child bea.ring age. 'l'bis 

informaticm is illustrated in Tables I and II. Alaskf... nas 

a small percentage of retired people li"in9 ~lithin the 

state. 

For the period of 1950 to 19bO, the ],laska popula-, 

tion 'Jrew about 100 1000. Natural increase accounted for ti1e 

largest portion, approximately 60, 000; n,iqration into the 

state :t5,OOO; anti military accounted for the balance. 

iletween 1960 and 1970 the populatic,n increased 76, 000 i 

natural increase accounted for 90 ),ercent of this total; and 

!'d1i tary remaineu the same. 3 

eliK,ate 

'l'he ".,'eather in Alaska has leng Leen rdsunders tood hy 

l)eopl~ of t!lt:: lower forty-eight states. TLe majorit::.: of 

Platikans live along tne Pacific coast where the climate is 

Ibrent and Colul.,erg, Ope cit., p. 4. 

21bio • 3Ibid • 
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""LDIAN l~GL OF ALASK1\' S POPUU\'IIGN bY COLOR AI.... D SEX 
COiclPl\RUJ \vITi! TOTAL UHI1'Eu S'l'A'fES 

1900-1960 

. . . __.- -~.''''''''''_'_.' - - ~ ~ ,_~~. ..,,__ '"'_. __-_.~.~~. __ - __ ._. __," . . ._..-- 0- _,__~ __~ --. _._ ~ ..~ ~ _~ _.~""_._,,,,", __ __. ._. -. _ __"--.. .__~_,-__ ,_ 

l,laska UniteCl States 
i.ll Classes j:',laska t~rd te Alaska Non-hHite I,ll Classes 

lear lotal:: F ~ctal ~ F Total M ~ 'l'ctal 
_.__,__~ ....~_'. __ . __ ~_. __• ._ ••_ __._.._._•.__ •__ ~ • __ • __e'_~ •__•~ _'_'.,~ .. ~~_., 

-----~--_._._----... --_._"-.__._~._<~----~ ...-..._.---~.~-- ...-~--_._._,_._".~-, -- ...-.,,---~ ..._~,-

1900 29.1 31.4 22.0 33.5 34.3 27.3 22.7 23.7 21.7 23.4 
1920 30.7 34.9 22.~ 37.5 40.1 29.6 19.3 20.5 18.2 25.6 
1940 27.8 30.5 23.8 34.8 37.8 30.3 18.6 18.6 17.7 29.5 
1960 23.3 23.9 22.1 24.6 24.9 24.0 1&.0 19.0 lC.8 29.5 
_~ _~._.' __ __... _ .... ._.__._,~ ...__._. .~ ._...._, __ .~. ,. 1 __"'.__ <_~' __..,_........ ._ ' ........_._r.·.-.._._ ...__ ,_" _..... ,_. '" ,~._ .. ~ .... "'_ ,-,."
• • •• ~ ~ 

_.__._"._... _,_~~. • , . .~ __~~ .... ,__ .~- ,._._' ...".__~ .. _"._ ••• •••• ~_._,_ '·L • ,~ __ .,. ._._,. • __ ~.-.-..,~.. _,_"_ 

Source: 'l'he Alaska SurveY' and F:e~)ort; 1970-197l.__.. ....... _. . -__ ...,..._.,, ~._..~_
.,~._._.._ ._---...__.:=L._._.,~_._._,,_h:._, ~ 

I-' 
'-J 
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'fl\.BL:i:.; II 

:::L:..LC'l'LD S'l'J\TES LY FANK fhFtCbN'l' Or'" 
POPULATION AGLD €iS OR OLDLR 

1967 

c.. tate Fercentage State I'ercentage 

Florida 12.9 UNI'I'LLJ S'l';..rTES ~.~ 

OrelJon 10.5 California 8.6 

~'~ashinqton 9.9 Z~lasha 2.6 

Source: :~'l.!~_.~:.!~.~~~_~:~Y~Y._!E~_~'~P~;~_:._._.!.~}Y..:~._!.~}~· 



19 

'.varmer in the \cdnter and cooler in the summer than the 

climate of the New L1191anu States. It is much warfl,er on the 

l~lask.an coast than the winter tent.... t;ratures of Hichigan, 

~iisconsin, t,jinnesota, Iowa, the Lakotas, and r~ontana. 'I'he 

i.mi ted States heather bureau wrote the fol10\I1n9 article 

dt)Out tIle eastern part of 1,1aska' B coast: 

'I'o these whose conceFtion of Alaska is tna.t of a 
uescla tea "Jas te of perennial ice a.no. snow it ,,,:ill corr:\(:; 
a5 a surprise to know that the mean temperature of 
January at Sitka is r!early a degree hiqher thaJ1 the mean 
temperature for that lTtonth in St. Louis. 1 

~,cttlemellt 

'I'he .Russians \Vere interested only in furs and did 

not penetrate far iulane. in Alaska. 'l'heir lnain s",ttler,ltmts 

\.~ere alon'j the Pacific coast, the earliest ,,,as made in 1784 

on hodiak Island. All but a few Hussians returned to Russia, 

l~aving l.>ehind scores of towns ana vil1aqes bearing fi.ussian 

names and ~le ~ussian OrthoQQx religion ~lat still exists 

toaav, .2 

nan}' to\-lns owe U,.eir existence to the fishin9 

iridustry, anu other towns to mining. The more famous towns 

of Ii terature were estal;lished because of the hlondike 901u 

rush. 

'l'Le '1010. rush of the late l8~O' s created a redis-' 

covery of l\laska by the Mceriean peopl(~. but the land 

Iperyuson and Grueuin9, op. cit., ~. 21. 

21 " , "3Ll.O., I? • ~ • 
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ZOt;:hkidncu sta<jnant cf grOl'i'th un.til horla I~ur II v,hen I.laska 

became in::>ortant to the c:iefense of the Uni teo btates. 

Alaska Lecame t.he only area in the North J\n:erican l'cr.tinent 

that T"J~S invaded and hela l.;~' the Japanese. 1 

'l'he majority of Alasr.ans live in ccmmuni t.ies. 

t1O\\IeVer, there does exist the atmosphere of rural life in 

l~laska due to tile smaller to\l,ns and villages that are 

isolated fror:i one anctlH;::r, exceot for air travel. 2 

bet\,.'een Alaska' a IrlOSt southern cOInruuni ty of 

i!etlakatla anu t~).e most nortilern city of Darrow I lie about 

thirty incorporated municipalities, all unique and different. 

Anchorage is Ly far tile largest and ~le most proSressive city 

in A.laska. It has become the retail market c~nter for 

Jl.laaka. 'l'lie city supports a symphony orchestra an~ COnl.li'U

nity chorus, art exhibits, aInateur tb.eatricals, a Methodist 

University, and a cOmDlunity college. 3 

Fairbanks is the second largest city and located 

"Ii thin the central interior. Cold was the creater of 

F'airbanks and supported it for over half a century. The 

university of Alaska is located west of Fairbanks. 4 Table 

III qives a selection of Alaska's largest cities and their 

respective grm'lth records. J..nchorage, l'-'airbanks, ana Juneau 

are the three largest cities ill Alaska. Refer to the 

') clILia., p. olo;;>. 2 Il.lid ., F.i. 30. 

3 Ibid., p. 33. 4Ibio .,P. 34. 
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'~4'Lenuix, 111u;!3tration III for the location of to\-inS and 

citi~s of Alaska. 

'lIle capltal of Alaska is located at Juneau. 'I'he 

ci ty 1.5 Lui 1 t virtually on the 11Iountain side, which -,vas ti1€ 

si te of a golu--mine cam[J. Nm'li' the economy is Lased on state 

rayroll, fOrel21t prouucts I and fishinq. r t contains many 

points of interest fer tile tourists that make regular stops 

at Junl!:au. l 

'l'ransnortation- ...._ ..__.._&.:.. .._.._---,..~-_..,-_.. 

~he tourists have a choice of four nodes of travel 

to Alaska; 14i9L.way, ferry, cruiseship, and air line. 'I'his 

.stuuy is mainly interested. in the tourists traveling by the 

Alaska iliglvtl'ay and the ;,laska fiarine high",ay. 

~\lasj~~,__. __,_. uiqhwa.. _.,,'O.v __ .x

'l'';,e Ala:ska uigh\¥ay was constructed ~y the army 

(;ngineers in 1942; construction time was less than eight 

lllontns. 'l'ne hiyhway was bui 1 t fer It,ili tary reasons as the 

government had feared a land invasion in Ala~'lkcl Ly Japanese 

forces. 2 

'I'he l:.iyh\'iay strt~tcl!es frOll' Dd\.scn Creek, british 

C.olmnl.:ia, to fairbanks, l.laska, a distance of 1,523 .~,iles. 

'.I.'he 1, ;';21 LLilcs of th,e higl1".Jay ovmea and maintainea Ly the 

l.l:iOb henning (ed.), ~~~~_.~~~}~~?~~_-t:' (226 ed.; AnCl\Orage: 
Ala~k.a Nortn'"est I'uLli 6hin(j C01T'l/any, 1970), }'. 200. 

2 ILid ., r.:\. 3. 
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'l'l,BLB I I 1 

FOPiJLATION OFi\IASRA' S :·:l.JOR 
l'OW'NS AND CITlhS 

1900-1969 

1'1acc 1900 1920 1940 1950 1960 1969 

i.Ilchorage "'... _--- 1,856 4,229 11,254 44,237 45,076 
Cordova .... _- 955 938 1,165 1,125 1,320 
Fairbanks ~ ....... - 1,155 3,455 5,771 13,311 20,000 
Juneau 1,864 3,058 5,729 5,956 b,797 12,853 
Kenai 290 332 303 321 778 4,500 
KetCJ1ikall 459 2,450 4,695 5,305 6,4b3 8,269 
Kodiak 341 374 864 1,710 2,626 7,132 
i';ome 12,486 &52 1,559 1,676 2,316 2,830 
Petersl..urg >',-._- 879 1,323 1,619 1,502 2,000 
Sev.aru ..... ---~ bS2 94~ 2,114 1,891 2,170 
Sitka 1,396 1,175 1,965 1,985 3,237 3,800 
Valdez 315 466 529 554 555 1,000 
,lra.nge11 868 821 1,162 1,263 1,125 1,800 

~". ~--,._~-_._-.. '"".---_.,,,-_.- .._.....- ....._-_._.~ ....------ _..,-- -~-_¥ -~'. -~ ..-.. ,,-,.......~ -~..-~ ..'.. .....~,~--' ..._.-_._._,--_._-_._.- .-.......-, ."... ,-., "".' ---.,--_..
,~ .~. ,,,.~ _~ 4'~ ~. _.~. .~_._~~ ~.....~~_ .."P____ ,__......... ~_ ...____ ,_... _ ...__ ~ __ ____.."•..• " .• " .__ ..._.' ....... ..._ ._. ,,_w ____,__ .... _.•... ,, ___..'___ ~. ___ .~._ •.. ,...... _.,.._." ..., ._... " ..__.....


Source: ~'t~~_. J~las~a __~?~!:~.~y..".~~_d._ ..!1~J.::9!:~!._._~~.?.9...:}._9_? ..!. 
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C~'\ria<.tian Governrnent is SJravcl. ThE:.' hi~J,heBt elevation is 

4 r 300 foet and. t.he wicth ()f tr.e rc.;,:\d varies from 2(, to 40 

fe6:t. "he 1.lasJq.'i hisln""di' is ratE::d .1;1S the world's best Inajor 

lgravel rona. The portion of tile highway in Alaska is 

black'loppea ana is as modern as the roads in the lCh'er 

forti-eight states. Car service and uccommeJdations can be 

found at intervale alonq the entire route. 

Passports are not neec.E?C1 wh(~n trave1in9 trom the 

United State:;! into Canaoa, Sc.! boroer crossinl;J'8 are rmice 

\;ithout Qifficulty or delay. The lJordor check points at 

~(iajor crcsEin';ls are open blenty-four hours a day, seven days 

a week. 'lourists may take };)ersonal belongiIly&, sport.ing 

equipment, cameras, and film, duty free into Car.ada. 'Ihe 

only xestriction Ir.tade at the borc..1er are or. tobacco and 

alcoholic bevtirages. A tourist IDay purchase up to $100 of 

souvenirs or other gooas, duty free, ~1hile ir. C4Inada. 2 

There has been a bill before Conyreas to provide 

for sharing the cost with Canada to tJAve the CAnadian 

:portion of the hi!jhway. If this bill itl ever act.ed upon, 

the paving of t.his road vill create a tremen<.;cus increase 

in moter traffic.) 

1 11.:01<1. t j:'. 8. 2n. i <1., LJ. 11. 

3Ibio ., p. 39. 
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!:la13 t~~-0:~ r!~~_,l d ;;!~~~.9.-,i 

The Inside IUSSdCje is 1000 miles of sCE.mic watervlay 

from r'uge't Sound to :::kag,''''-y, Alask~. In 19t3 the State of 

Hl~ska es ta,;,;lisheu its OHn fleet of i.'hips to open up this 

r,agnificl2:nt ..."at~r\Va:l to the tourist. l 

The lm:;ide t'dssage is a iitrin<; of Lays, sounds and 

channels;' it is almost completely sheltered from tli,e ocean 

throughout its entire length. ':the Passage provides scenery 

unequaled in any other state. 'I'he ship cruises peacefully 

in a world of blue, green and white. Dense virgin forest, 

great waterfalls, crystal blue glaciers and I3now··capped 

mountains that raise thousands of feet straight from the 

,,;oaterts edge can be viewed througilout the entire tri!_,. i~ere 

can be seen the unspoiled l,md as it existed t;efore the 

cOIllinSl of man. John f4uir wrote, 

No excursion that I kno\,.; of may b~~ wade into any 
other American ~ilderne3s where so marvelous an abun
dance of noLle newLorn sce.nery .is so charmingly urought 
into view. I...;ever b~fore had I Leconle emb~sae<.l in 
scenery so hopelessly beyon(J, d~scription. 

StOi)::> are made along the ,-fiJy in the follo\dng 

colorful iindidstoric coastal cities of i\laE!ka ~ 

\~!as.,~~_.Ha~ln~_~!A~l~~~d: ' 101- 2001"-11·" 6 9 ,··j'1, (JUDi:au: 
Departnent of PuIiIlc HorKs, uivision of Harine 'I'ranspcrta
tion). 

.o::perqusoH ano crueninsr, Ope cit., po lb. 
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Ketchikan. Salr,.oIl uerLy, Full" rd lIs Clnu tht~ \Cor lti I a 

lal:gt;;st collecti.on of Inuian totem i.cleB arc founu in this 

. 1 
Cl. t1'. 

!~ra~~9~_!.!. The city had its beginning as a fur 

trading post in 1834. Since that time thEJ city hasflO'wn 

three flags, Russian, English and Arnerican. 2 

Fctcrsbu!iJ • 'I'll€! city is often called t, 1.i tth:
_ •. ._"__~_. 0 

~wrwal''' since it ,,"as t.he hOl'::1(' of Scanuinavian Ficlneers. It 

is an iUlJ,.ortont fishing center in Alaska. 3 

S1 Uti. 'I'he Ca thedral of St. gichael reminds the 

visitors of tile era when Russia owned Alaska. 4 

Juneau. Snm.! cappeo. mountains, glaciers, golti mines, 

and the Lrand nf:\<>' Alas}~a Stute historical !·~useum 3\vai t the 

tourist in the capital city of hlaska. 5 

haines- fort Crt! lkoot. 'I'llC town is tarite/us for its 

Indian arts, crafts and tne autnentic Chilkat tribal 

dances. 6 

l!:..1a~}:~.~__!~~!.inel!.!.9:~!.~~.' loe. oi t.
 

2 Ibid • 3Ibiu •
 

t:"4ILid • "'ILi~.
 

6ILiu •
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S};a,iWCl\.. It '..:as the catm,ay to the Klondike Gold 
~'~_" ...._...:::!...,,_.. _...~_ ..01. 

nus,i. of 1898' t, a pageant is held re9ularly duz:'in{j the 

1t.ourigt season to recreate the Erei. 

Cordova. This city's primary industry is corrJi1ercial 

fishing; it was once a well-kno~n city for its important 

. . t 2cOFper ~naus rYe 

valdez. 'rhe city has been completely rebuilt and 

moved four miles after being severely damaged in the 1964 

"Good Friday Larthquake ll 
; referred to as the Switzerland of 

Alaska. 3 

Vihi ttier. 'rhe area surrounding the ci ty offers the 

tourist some of the finest lllpine scenery in the \'!Orld. 4 

~:e",'ard. 'l'11e unique al~nual cndur<:lnce race to tht7~ top 

of Llount l<arathon and Lack, is one of the '.'.'orld's P,()st 

'jrucling tests for athletes and an exei tin~) a.ttraction for 

visitors held every Fourth of July.5 

Kodiak. The oldest permanent settlement in Alaska 

·....as founded 1;".1 Alexander Baranof in l7ij4; it is also the heme 

lIbido
 

2 '. . 23~
henn.1n,], op. C.1 t., Ii. J.
 

3~\1~~~~__t'~~E!~~_}i;StE~~.~.;{, lcc. cit.
 

4ILi (..I.
 

5". . , • ,....". ,
lienn~ng, or. C.1 t., ~.'. "tit;. 
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of t:l.€; famous Kodiak Bedr ~,nd thH 1\in9 Crab Cd,~,i tal of the 

world. l 

beldovia. ,(;'acherl,ak t.;ay is i ts picturegqut~ setting. 

Annually on the Fourth of July, a '",'ater skiing endurance 

race is run Lcb.;een Homer and Seldovia.:2 

J.lomer. Rusl.~ian'8 referred to it as .. Sumnil;~x:lall(." .. 

delightful sunn~i uays Hi th an rllJIDldaHce of \lil<.lflovfers ma}.es 

it a lihotographer's delight. 3 

l-'<lssengcr:$ can arran.;,e to stop off at any or all the 

'ports for as long as they wish and catch another boat on 

north. Tourists also ruay travel all the ferries either with 

their cars, call1pers, or as foot passewjers. '1'h(;!re are 

staterooms avu.ilable I but advance re~erva.tions ar(;, nli:.:eueo 

to S0CurtE:: therll. 4 

'J.'ourist 'l'rade 

'I'he inuustry ueqan in tL,c 1860 1 s ".lith sigLtsee:r:s 

accolIlI;anyins the freight boats north to the ulany 1.crtZ where 

freight \-,'as uiscllarged.. Later tours \.cze organized L,y the 

Jl,laskan l{ailz'oati ana by bus over the ~:ichardson high\'!iq. l'ne 

roadhouses lon9 intrigued thE: visi tOl: who travel€~ the lon') 

stretches of highway to marvel at Alaska's beauty. ThE) 

?
lILiti., i...• )00. 4OIuiu., p. 3UG. 

3, l' . . 1" loco cit.{~...~~a:·~~!"~E~_._.:':?:51.~~~:?X I 

4ILid • 
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;;t,ottc Cove.rrnlf:Ht. finally recc'jni:i:c\l the tourist potential 

uml 0::;tablisL(~d the J'.laskH r;tatt: ·~.'ravt=l Divi.sion llfld. tl~e 

l\laska Vit;! tor!':; ;,f~sociatjcn to ceveloX,., the tourist inuustry • 

.iA",siaes the rnatc111es~ scenery, Alaska provides tLe 

tourist "'lith a variE:~ty of wihllife for photography or just 

for the enjOl-'I~lent of oLservati,on. fome of the morE, cornmon 

anirr.als tlwt can 1.10 seen along the Alaska Ligllways are 

r,tOOse, goat, sh(~ep, bear, an6 caribou. For the fisherman 

there are salrnon, trout, gray ling, just to mention a fel;,'. 

For those enthusiastic al)out the out'-of-doors, hiking and 

camping 0F,portuni ties have no equal ill the lower forty

eiS/l.t states for finding the solitu<1e of getting 8vlay from 

it all. 'l'here are sr'loking volcanoes, slaciers, the midnight 

Gun, and the auror<1 borialis, just tt few' Qf the attractions 

blat av.i:li t tIle visitor who travels north. 

,Alaska is ::>0 vas t a tt~rri tcr:r that it CQUId (lccon:rr:o" 

date 100,000 visitors 6aily for & vacation season that could 

t:xtenu from nay to CctoLe:r; it coule.,;. become a $250,OCO,OOO 

indus tr:/. 1 

'i'ouriBt SurveVB-_.,,,_...-.---._,- _.- ._"-,,,._

'l'ne fOllowin';j three studies were con<iucted by the 

1\1aska 'rravel Division. 

1Ferguson ana cruening, op. cit., p. 36. 
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..Inuenendent_ __.. hiahwav>11. ....._.'I'ouris t_.. _._£ ..__. __ • 

Stud"____L ...1969_ 

The Alaska 'l'ravel Division designed a questionnaix'e 

that \lias made availalJle and was to be filled out by travel

ing parties t.t/at stopped at t.l1e Alaska Toli.. Visitor 

Information Center during the month of August 1969. The 291 

travelins parties who arrived at ti.e Tok Information Center 

ano. filled out the questicnnairo did not differentiate 

bet~'een tourists traveling the Alask.a Highway or the !'~arine 

highway. 

The results of tile study were as follows: 

1. Thirty-one percent of the sample came from tne 

west-coast states of Washington, Oregon, and California. 

'1'he majority of the tourists in this group were from 

California. T,,,enty percent came from the northeast-central 

states. In this group the states of h'isconsin, l~ichigan, 

Illinois,. Indiana, and Ohio were included. 'l'hirteen percent 

came from the northwest-·central states of North Dakota, 

Sout.'l Dakota, Nebraska, .r~ansas, Missouri., Iowa and Ninncsota. 

2. The average traveling party intended. to stay in 

Alaska for 16.2 days. This did not include the travel time 

to and from the state. The older people traveling in Alaska 

tended to stay longer. People from the \yest coast and 

Il10untain states stayed longer than people from tile more 

geographically removed areas. 

3. 'I'lle head of the group was employed in an 

occupation that generally required a college education. 
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'L'be largest general group \l?as made up of business managers 

and owners. 'L'hera \-,as a small group of blue-collar workers 

ljut even these occupations required a high degree of sk.ill, 

such as aircraft mechanics. It \,;as noted that only 16.2 

percent of the sample was retired. 

4. The average size of the traveling party was 2.5 

and average age of the head of the pa:a:"ty was 48.5 years. 

Over 52 percent of the sample were within the age bracket 

of 30 to 39. The secona largest group fell within the 60·-69 

age bracket. It was noted that the majority of families 

were traveling 'vi thout children. 

5. About 85 percent of the respondents indicated 
! 

that tiley planned to camp out most of the time they were in ~ 
I. 

Alaska. Only 15 percent intended to use motels and hotels ~i 

during their stay. For the distri1ution of crnaping vehicles, 

48 Fercent of the sClnlple were traveling in pick-up campers :1 

ana 11 percent in cars pUlling trailers. Twenty-six percent 

traveling in cars indicated that they would be can;ping, and 

15 percent intended to stay in motels and hotels. A 

conclusion of the study was, "although the vast majority 

intende6 to camp out, COIrtn,On sense and observation tell us 

that L~e campinq people ""ill stay in hotels or motels every 

few nights just to clean Up.·1 

6. Of the 291 parties surveyed, 255 intended to 

visit Anchorage; 236, Fairbanks; 178, NcRinley; and 170, 

Haines. '.i.'his sets up a typical travel patt.ern ending or 

oeginning at haines, Alaska. 

" 
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7. 'I'he following questicn was asked on the survey, 

"what magazines does your family read regularly?" 'I'he 

results were divided into twelve categories. 'l'he highest 

ranking category included !-i!.~, ~~~~~!.~~_P_~Sl~~~, and 

~~!~~~al_.. Ge0.iiraf'hi~.. 'The second larges t group included. 

Newsweek ana 'l'ime. 

'i'he objective of the study \/£15 not to gain i3tatistics 

with pin-point accuracy but to ':Jain an overall picture of 

the person who travels to Alaska in his own vehicle. l 

.I-I!l~ir- Con_y.ex:sio~_.?t~~x 

'I'he specific purpose of the stUdy was to detern.ine 

,,'hat proportion of those persons requesting travel informa

tion from the 1l.laska 'I'ravel Division actually came to Alaska 

as tourists that same year. 

Inquiries made to tile uepartment for travel 

information are placed in two ';jeneral categories. The first 

group consists of people using advertising coupons clipped 

from magazines. 'I'he second group is made up of people who 

are requcstinS/ inforlflation but nave not been exposed to the: 

aeyartmentts advertising. 

The Alaska 'l'ravel Division sponsored sixteen 

different keyed ads, so it could be d.istinguished from which 

magazine the coupon was clipped. l\ sample size of 269 t.o 

lbased on personal correspondence between Alaska 
Travel uivision, and writer. 
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432 was selected for each one of the sixteen ads making up 

group one. From group two a s anlp le of 633 names and 

addresses was taken. 

1\ survey card was then designed and sent to each 

person in group one and group two. The survey asked the 

following questions: 

1. "Did you come to Alask.a the same year you \olrote 
to the Alaska Travel Division for travel information? 

2. Aas this your first trip to Alaska? 

3. If you did not travel to Alaska do you plan to 
next year, son~tiIne in the future, or do you have no 
plans to travel to Alaska?" 

A total of 5,346 survey cards were mailed out on the 

first of November. 'l'he cut-off date was December 19, no 

cards were accepted after this date. Of tile 5,346 cards 

mailed out 111 were returned to tile post office as rejects, 

leaVing a potential survey of 5,235. At the cut-off date 

2,464 cards had been returned for a survey response rate of 

47.1 )~,'ercent. 

The results of tile 2,464 cards returneo indicated 

tl1at 652 actually made it to Alaska in 1969, this was a 

response rate of 26.5 percent. It was noted that only 16.8 

percent of the people mailing cou;)ons and \...ho w~~re ex;.:osed 

to the Alaska Travel Division promotion came to Alaska. On 

the other hand, those of group two that were not expcsea to 

the promotion averaged 36.4 F'ercent. 

Between December 1968 and Hay 1969 the Alaska Travel 

;.)1vision received 77,672 inquires about travel in l'\.laska. 
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'Ille department generalizE\.! that 26.8 percent of the total 

came to i'ilaska in 1969 which 'l.~·vuld. ve 20, 783 parties. 'I'he 

tnlveling party to Alaska averages :2.5, so the Alaska Travel 

i.iivisioll advertising and. inquiry service assisted, in 

attracting 51,95& tourists to Alaska in 1969. 

The stua.y summarized that advertising in the glossy, 

high ;:;riceu magazines aoes not generate a larqc nuwber of 

inquiry cour:ons, t·ut is r;~ore likely to generate genuine 

travel prospects. The more pulpy magazines such as ~Ello~y, 

2~.!:-~~~~_L!.~~ amj teachers' Inayazines are good cou!--,on pro

uuc~rs, but result in a much lower rate of genuine travel 

prospects. 

The stUdy did not present any information on 

'll.4estions two and three of the survey. No reason was giVen 

why this inforu\ation was left out of the~ stUdy.l 

.!E~~,enueD:t hi9hwal_!.Euri~! 
~~2.~ncli~Er~_.?uFv~.x__ .!2 70. 

OnE: asr.;ect of Ule atudy was a survey of 223 inae-· 

~enuent camping parties arriving at Tok Visitor Center near 

t.he Alaska-CanaJ.a t,onler on the Alaska High",'ay. Each party 

,-las given a form to carry wi th them to fill out as a daily 

routine. Later tne tourists returned the survey to the 

visiter's c~nter upon leaving the state. 

lr.biu. 
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The basic re.ul~s of 'the .~udy were a. follows: 

1. Averaqa ai.e of the par~y - 2.9 persona. 

2. Averaqe lenq~h of suy (excluding SOut.heaat 

Alaska) - 13.3 days. 

3. Averaqa ~o~al exp.ndi~ur. per par~y - $448.90. 

4. Averaqa ~o~al expendi~ur. per person - $160.30. 

5. Average daily expenditure per par~y - $33.90. 

6. Average daily expendi~ure per peraon - $12.10. 

A majori~y of the par~ie. had a~ lea.~ one day where 

they apen~ over $150. This amount iDdica~ed a side trip 

taken, generally by plane, or a major purchas. of an Alaskan 

produc~. 

The study also revealed tha~ the head of the party 

waa qenerally of prof.asional akill. A sub-sample revealed 

that the profe.aional skilled famili.. spent an average of 

$225 more and s~ayed 3.5 day. longer in Alaska, than the 

blue collar worker. 

A segment of the a~udy waa done on the origin of 

touriat. who paaaed throuqh ~he Tok Touria~ Center. A 

sample of 2,200 ~ouri8ta revealed tha~ 24.8 percen~ of the 

tourists came from ~hree Weatern Stat... Compared to a 

prior .tudy, Independent Hiqbway Touri.~ StUdy 1969, this 

indicated a drop. I~ waa brouqh~ ou~ that a new trend is 

developing- • An increaaed nUlllber of ~ouri.t:.s are coming from 

the North Central region. It is inter••~iftCJ ~o note tha~ 

Michigan and Minnesota had a higher visitor ratio than the 

atate of California, which hae been Alaaka's prime market 
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for tourists. It "",as sw;gested by the study that the hard-

hi t aircraft and aerosl;ace industries of the \~est coast 

lcould account for tne decrease in tourists from this area. 

~jurnmarv-,_._--=...1

i\laska contains vast areas Bet aside for recrea

tional purposes. Some areas are more nighly uevelopeQ than 

othe:n., Lecause of limited road accessiLili ty. Haunt 

!~.cKinley Park is a goOd example of a developeo. area c01Y'Fared 

to other parks. 'l'he state provides many vacation opportu

nities ttlat can not be matched by any other state. 'l'hese 

o~portunities are available. for tourists of all ages; 

'Ii/hether it be lounging around c1 ties or roughing it in the 

back country. A vacation to Alaska can be a pleasant 

experience for anyone, regardless of his llpprecia.tion for 

ti~e out-of-doors. 

'I'ouris ts have thre€: choices for: transportation: 

airplane, shiI>, or car. )\1 though the trip to Alaska crosses 

Canada, rassports are not needed and border crossinq takes 

Lut a few minutes. 

'I'he touri5t inaustry is becomin9 a more important 

Se(;mellt of tl1e Alaska I s economy. 'lbe industry is in its 

beginning stage; tourists at present are utilizing a very 

small portion of the available lana. 

Ilbid. 
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'I'he Il10cpendent l£igh\<.ray Tourist Study of 1969 'was in 

:~'uestionnaire t'orm anu involved 291 traveling L'arties in 

~laska. The results were as follows: 

1. Thi:t'ty-one percent of the FiluliI,le can,t: from tile 

lI:estcrn states and the majority were frorf~ California. 

2. 'file average travelin9 party intenuE:o to stay in 

Alaska for 16.2 ~ays. 

3. The head of the family generally hao ':1. college 

education. 

4. 'l'he average size of the party, trave1i119 in 

Alaska, consisted of 2.5 persona. 

5. About 85 percent of the sample planned to camp 

out most of the time. 

6. Of the 291 parties surveyed, 170 intended to 

vh.d t Hount I'IcKinley Park. 

7. The rr..ajori ty of the fan,iIies particir-atin'J in 

the survey read Li!.~, ~;e~_~~!_~,?__~!9.~1,~! anu ~~~!.~~.~~!..g~~.: 

~r~i2hic. 

'l'he purpose of the Inquiry Conversion st.udy 1969 I 

\'las to determine what portion of the peoFle re<1uestin9 

inforrr;ation fraIT, the Alaska 'l'r':lVel Lli visioT.' a.ctually carne to 

Alaska. il'he t\laska 'l'ravel Uivision concluueu that their 

advertisin9 helped to attract 51,958 tourists to 1101aska in 

1969. 

'l'he 1970 tourist study conoucted ty tile ~'\las:h.", 

'rravel Divisio11 established that call,pinq tourists tlve:ra';jc 

13 days in t,lask~ and they are sI1endi.ng $160 per person. 
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Usually at least one day the part}' ...rill spend over $150 for 

a side--trir or l'urcnase of an "~:'la.skafl prO(lUct. 



I...~ ,it l"Ii l' J 

1 ~,,~"LU.'.CXllC'i, cr 'rio!. DNl;. 

Cf tL"" t""t:nty- licbven Z~UE'"fJtiontltLi,rt!s $6'nl (Jet, 

Ilim;·t~~E.n \~'tir~ relurlH,::;J-'-6 SI.iX"VC::J' rille of 70 l,"~rCi'nt fer t.h\. 

,~jtllUS. ;,'la: (i;(')UrCE'S cf ird':ormation \iere divicie:!u iLtc tnre¢ 

'j~r.(r.. al ca tC-joriet',: tour1st as;t:.nc.ies; ci t.y i:md S tll tt: 

i.:<:cnciCi:[j; llnti lOl;h)es I tourist information ccnte.r~, anti 

~ua~U~B. In orucr to oLtein the variety of intDrID~tion 

requirctJ, quest.ic·nnaix:'elll ~lert! .;lcsl\ineiJ specifically tCl- C~lCil 

cnte~~cry• 

i,Ul,;l;cr of Touristf' 

';'1.(;; tourilits trnv(i'lin1j to rla~ka have four ;~~().jes of 

tJ:anu}.:,ort.ution fre.;; \,'bicl. tl.\ chocnc, Ali\"'J.. .e. t;i:;;.~'a::~, 

die l.i.1H;';!S ,f':Cir ir,c l.i(;;llw~y or cruisCc si.i~:,. 'nUil vclu"'it;.\ of 

teur i s ts anu i-crccnt c i tout: is ts r~:r'refSehtiJ'I(; t:::!iC!l r;,(,,J,c ()t 

travel fct" t.L(, ylt'a.J.:t: 19t.4 tc lij7u art:' s.llc·~m on 'J.i:\Llt:l;i IV Ql~Q 

v. ;,laSk41 ilu.s eXf't:l:ieIlCtl'" u. 111 t-'t:rCt~nt inc..:reiotHt :LJi tou.ri:'lt 

t!"tl,.Jt) tl"Cn tilt y~.;;\.r 1!:;(,4 to 1~)7C. 'iLt'1 l"ltu.,;.lul Li'jI4\llay bas 

Leen tt: €! .. ,o~t Z'Ciu1l.lr tedt:: of trav£;l fCJl' tcuril;tu. tc', t\laska. 

,,, t" 
'c)~ tilt;, t;II{;:(: li'Jr~.l.;:ist tow: b(.icm:!<;s iJ~"cJjsCl:it"(:1 tri.ps 

t(. i' liu; P. a , only t-iE:!;ltc.,urt: Im,.:C"qcratfi,W. <rft:,x'(:u inf:'Q,rilllticn on 

LA~.: lH,.wLt:l. (,)1' tc>ut·ist~$ tn~velillr.; witt, tUt:i.x fir-ii;.• 'i~Llt& VI 

:.:;i',c\".s ti,t:~ n\.~l1,L(;~r of tourii-1ltSl trovelir,r:;; ;"itl'! :!t-;!;ltcur:s for t,h(~ 
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'll\hLI: IV 

·;jCLUI·.l. or TOtif\!STS ffRAVLLING 'l'O ALJ\St;,]\ 
DY TEl.: FOUR LODES OF '.rRAVLL 

1964-1970 

rercent of 
Y(:;ar l:iighwdy Ferry Cruiseship Airline Total Change 

1964 23,JOO 11,650 11,000 13,250 59,200 

19f.5 ~o,400 14,400 11,700 15,100 69,600 18 

1:;66 27,150 17,300 12,400 16 I 2~(J 73,100 f<.., 

1:;07 J~,05lJ 143,950 13,200 20,600 86,700 19 

1!Hdj 34,000 18,COO 15,000 23,000 90,000 4 

19tJ::J 40,000 20,COO 21,UOC 2(,000 107,00(; 19 

1970 44,000 20,000 31,000 )v,COG 125,iJl)(; 17 

Source; Alaska Travel Division 



Yc-ar Liglrr.,}ay 

19b4 39 

1965 41 

1966 37 

1967 39 

19tiE 37 

1969 37 

1970 35 

~ource ~ 'I'he Alaska 

'l'AhLL V
 

rLRCUi'l' OF 'l'Ol,;RIST VISrrS '1'0 !\LADrJ\.
 

Survey ana Keport: 1970-1971 

BY r.ODI~ OF 'ITAVLL 
1964-1970 

r'e:rry 

20
 

21
 

24
 

22
 

20
 

19
 

16
 

Cruiseship 

19 

17 

17 

15 

17 

20 

25 

4C
 

fcirl:i.ne 

22 
~ 

21 
~ 

2:': 

24 

26 

:i4 

~4 
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years 1966 to 1970. 'l'nese totals repr~oent the nwn.ter of 

tourists traveling by airplane and. .bus only. 

The unitt:."d States Customs and Irnmi.qration Office, 

'rok, J-\laska., r~ported 101,516 people traveling the l\laska 

hi!jhwd.Y in 1970 i Alaska 'rravel Division classified only 

44, 000 of these peOFle as tcuri!3ts. 'l'he yearly figures 

shmm on Table VII repx'esent the total number of t:eople 

usin!j the highvJal' for the years 1966-1970. They were not 

classifieu as tourists or non-'tourists. 'the Immigration 

Office reporteu that the normal annual rate of gro\V'th of 

nun.Ler of peot->le using the Alaska highway has ueen 8 percent, 

but the 1970 tourist season had a 32 percent growth over the 

l1969 season. 

'I'he n.laska Barine Highway S.t.dtcu that the lar\jest 

percent of their passengers are Alaskans. In 1969, for the 

months of June, July ana 11ugust, a total of 79,200 people 

2used the ferry system. 'I'he i\laska 'l'ravel Division 

considered. only 20,000 of thE:1Se people as tourists. 3 

Information on the number of tourists traveling J:...y 

tour agency cruiseships .....as not offered. but in 1970, eight 

Ihaseu on personal corresponuence between u. s. 
Customs ano lrrur;igra tion Office, 'I'ok, P,laska, anti writer. 

2.i.;.ased on personal corresponlience beb/cen LJepartment 
of Public ~"iorks, Division of r'iarine Transvortation, State of 
Alaska, and writer. 

3based on personal correspondence between the Alaska 
Travel Division, and writer. 



I~~ 

TldiLL VI 

1.l;J,;BE.F 01-' 'l'ODIUS'l'S 'rI~AVLl..lhG TO ALI\Slv\ 
\'iI'l'H hL1:;'l'OURS INCORPOPATLD 

1966·1970 

Year 'I'ourists 
Fercent of 

~hange 

1966 

1967 

1966 

1969 

1970 

5,650 

7,ioo 

9,409 

10,007 

a,111 

+26 

+32 

+ .:, 

-19 

~:ourcc; {i'e&toura Incorporateu 
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'l.'AbLL VII 

::.t.::·:bER OF Pl:.OPLE 'l'f<JNl:.LINC 
'lHE 1,LJ'..,SK!... hlChhAY 

1966-1970 

Y~ar	 l)eop1e 

1966 76,690 

1967 80,350 

196& 75,690 

1969 67,440 

1970 101,518 

~';ource;	 unitea. States (.;ustOM3 
Alaska 

i'ercent of 
Change 

\1 
:= 
~ 

+ 5 
:11 
'I 

.. 6	 .~ 
~,~ " 
.H+15	 .11 

'"" ,=
,it+16 
l 
" ,I 

and lrrlIHigration Office, 'l'ok,	 '" ;11 .,. 
~l 

I'¥ 
,~ 
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cruise lines Cip-"rated eleven ~)a5gCnger ships in .l\laska's 

"-at"-'r"w. 1'It'V '

'_" , .. •rrourists.... Visi tinct2 Looccs,'i.!. 'l'ourist. _ 

Information Centers and---·---···-·----FuseuiiiS------·-·----

Of tIle ten questionnaires sent to lodcJes, tourist 

inform6tion centers anu museums, e.ight '\-':ere returned and 

only five listcd ttl€: nwnber of tourists visitiny their 

facility. l'l1e rr.useum at the University of Alaska attracts 

Letter than 50 percent. of the tourists visiting l\laska. 2 

Anchorase ana FairbanJr.s are the only t ..iO cities on the new 

ldsh'Ylay ULat have natural history museums. 'l'able VIII sives 

the results of the questionnaires received. Four out of the 

£tve lodges, tourist information centers and IT'useums, made 

significant gains in the number of tourists Visiting their 

facilities. riart D Ranch had a 200 ~ercent increase in 

tourist traae fron. the year 1966 to 1970, for the high. 

Tourist .:.>cason 

Five lod.ges replieu to the length of the tourist 

season. 'l'wo stateQ June, July and August; the third one 

aesiyna. ted the month of June to the midule of ~;epteu:J.jer; the 

fourth consiut;red. l'<ay 26 as the besinni1'l9 of the tourists 

soason anu enuing OIl f;epternber 12; and the fifth responded 

lj\l1ke Z'iller, "'I'ouriam is Lverybouy' s business," 
~±~~~~_I~~~~!}> III, 2 (FeLruary, 1971), 67. 

2Based on personal correspondence between University 
of lo.lasku I·1usewn, ana writer. 



TJ\..i:lLE VIII 

1.().-:1)L1<. OF TOlJRISTS VISI1'ING p"Ll·,ShAN LODGl.S,
 
':fOliRI S'i\ HiF0REA'f IC,N CEhTl:.RS
 

AND l·.UFLt.WS
 
1966-1970
 

Lodges, Inforni8tion Percent of 
C~nters anti Museums 1966 1967 196b 1969 1:J70 Ctlan9€ 

- ---"-------.._._---------~.-..-.-._.~-~--~~_._~-_ .._.-_ .. _-----,--~ .._._-_._._-_.....<-- ---- ...._._,._---_._. ~'-~" ------ .~ ..._~" ..----- --_.---_..--.- ..- --_.- ,~--.,- --_...~,---.-._---

Lawson ~reek Tourist 
Inforffiation Center (n'useurr:) 19,146 20,618 21,058 16,468 13,203 - 31 

':.atanuska Valley 
'lourist CentEl- 3,000 5,700 7,225 +141 

~ount [~hinley ~ational 

l'ar}; COHlrJany (hetel)	 1,400 1,500 1,700 1,600 1,bOO + 33 

J~art L. Fanch	 400 600 700 800 1,200 +200 

tmiversi ty cf l\laska 
! 'useUfi; 33,411 57,016 SO,719 52,762 57,542 + 72 

_. ••_.__ - ••. •__ ...... __ _ .• "'__"'~" __ •__ • _--_._._ •• ...... __ .......__ • ...__ _ • _.,._~ , .... •• .... _ ••_. __'_0.'_ . ._,__ ...... _., .. ,,_ ,...... ..,. ~_ ~,_~ __ ~. .' _
w.~. .~ ~ ~ ~ .~ .~ ~ ~	 ~_. ~. ~,,,,__	 __ .
_.. ----_.. ----~--~--_ .......-_.»_..,.._.--..._-----.-_.._.__.. .. - -"----.~~ ,_..,-- . -,~..-_._.- ..._.__._----_...._-----~.- -,...__.._.... ~. -- ~.-- ...._... --._. -.~- --._~- - ...,.._.~.+. ~~. "---~. -- .~,., ... ~.~._-_.~_ ~--

boure€'.	 IJawson Creek Tourist InforrLaticn center, ~/atanuska Valley 'Y'ourist Center, 
~:ount {,crdn1ey i'iationa1 Park COl'.:Ejany, hart l.l. Ranch, Univel:sity vi ';'.laoka 
!:useurit 

...........
 

c: 
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that tourist5 frt~quented his facility year around. However, 

all five lodges agreed on July as the peak of the tourist 

soason. 

'I'he f'l.laska '!'ravel Division I Division of Harine 

'.t'ransportat,ion, comxr.ercial airlines and two tour agenciest 

are tryi:',;; to lengthen the tourist seasons. Lric :~cDowell, 

who has conducted several research stuJies fot' Alaska '.travel 

rJivision, has made the following 3tatement about the future 

tourist seasons in ~laska~ 

••• th<.'! length of the summer season (currently mid" 
c·,iay through ~!dd,·september) can he extended from its 
present 120 days to at least 150, if more promotion and 
advertising dollars can be made availablo to educate 
potential spring and fall travelers. 

'rhe ;;"laska ('iarine Hiqhw8Y offers D. 20 percent 

discount during the winter schedule. The discount applies 

to patH:;~nger fares, staterooms ant: vehicles. ~.L'he discount 
") 

date beginn on FOVeI..1,ber 30 and is e;:t:endea to !~ai' 31. "'. 

Both .'1I,laska Idrlines and Wein Consolidated l,irlines 

have put together packaged tours to the Arctic for the off, 

s(~ason. I special off--·season price will be available for 

+~~ w1~+~~ ~~~t~~. " 
~,~,.. "'?"I~i ~"'l "'''1IIv"",1 1.\er"'T'~ hltr- ,,"''''en t:ryinry to f!ll!'t:l'!b·· 

, .. ~" """"'''''''r +.....~., .... -f q+- tf" ~t" Trnp:tee1. lIqeneyt.:rft'~. "., l't"'l""''' • 

'·,!",.r, on. r-H:., 1"'). ·V:. 

~ "",,..,.v,.." .. , lit!!'"", '.1,,1" t"' __ Vnh,l"'. '~"H~"H,!"a(Tp~ ,., lajlll(~ 

"! .. ~~ ..... " .... ct ~;;l~;~;;,-q-.=-r;;.;;,-;~~"";';;.-;;~':;;;",' ., f'\7' l: "'. ,.,""'~;~-;T"r f 

~T"''''~. "".1.
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i,roviues a special ~/inter tour t.o Alaska during the 

Anchorage Fur I:Zendezvous. 'rile travel agency also features 

an Arctic tour via Alaska or Wien Consolidated Airlines. l 

hestours Incorporated is beginning the tourist 

season a little earlier for the 1971 season. 'I'l'le tlj. V. hest 

star and the N. S. Orpheus will beg'in an eight-day round 

trip I starting r·1ay 3, through the Inside Passage to 5kag\\'ay. 

'1'he ships will sa! I from Victoria and include rrtan:y l',laska 

tm'ms on their ports of call. 2 

2!Min 9f.....!9.~E!!.~! 

An increasing nuraLer of tourists are coming from the 

hortheast Central portion of the Uniteo States. In 1970, 

24. a percent of the surveyed parties were fron! this area. 

In 1969 only 21.7 percent represented this area. Very 

little marketing effort was extended in this region ~y 

eitiler the State or priva te l'\.las.kan travel inuustries. The 

western states provided only 24.8 percent in 1970 as comparee 

to 34.7 percent in 1969. 3 

'l'he Pacific States and the Northeast Cent.ral States 

combined. represent the origin for nearly half the tourists 

visiting p,laska by drivin9 the Alaska highway. 'l'able IX 

gives a representation of tile origin of tourists using the 

Alaska hi9hway. 

lIbido 21"i.t> a. " 

3based on personal correspondence l>etween DepartIDf'Jnt 
of Highways, State of Alaska, and writer. 
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'l'AbLE IX 

HEGION OF ORlen.. OF 'l'OtiHIS'l'S IN ]\LAf;Kl\ 
1969-1970 

I'ercent 
i~.e<]ion 1965; 1970 Difference 

pacific	 34.7 24.1:3 -9.9 

r".ountain	 6.3 8.6 2.3 
.~ 

l:~h Central 14.1 13.3 - .0	 'I',"
.,1;.'
!!~ 

S'v~ Central 3.6 3.9 .3	 
1'1" " 
"I"

t.L	 Central 21.7 24.8 3.1 
ill 

i'll 
.1 

SL Cen'tral 0.0 1.7 1.7	 iill 
ill,~ 
I~I 

INortheast	 4.1 3.6 - .5 
,:~ 

;11':id. 11 tlantic 10.9 13.4 2.5	 
" 

,.1,"

:'1 
1 ~)	 ,IS. 1\t1antic 4.7 5.9 ••	 

" 

I 
I,' 
",

Source: Alaska Visitors Association	 , 
II 
::1 
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Talle X gives a. comrarison of the percenta~;e of 

i,laskan visitors fron: each state to the states percentagE of 

United. States population. California x'epresents the largest 

single state in nUll'J;ers of tourists; but, a greater J:.1er-

ccntage of the populati.on frcrrl Colorado, ~-;ashington, 

Hinnesota, and nichigan are traveling to l'.laska. 

All but one questionnaire reported California as 

being the leading state for sup:fil.';' ing tourists to l>.laskn. 

'rIle n-uestionnaire that did not recognize California nan,ed 

\;ashington as the number one state for tourists. 

NWf~er of Tourists Visiting
-----··Moullt' r-1ciKliile-·-·Park-----·· __. .__..__._~__.._.."l_ .._. _ 

Mount l'o'~cKinley Park has becon\e the most popular park 

for tourists in Alaska. 'j,'he park attracts almost half of 

the total tourists visiting b~e state. l TaL1e XI givc3 a 

comparison of the nwnber of visitors to the National Pary.s 

ano. i"Ionuments of Alaska. The total nwriber of visi tors tc' 

tile Hational Parks and National ;·.\onuments increaseti 119 

r-crcent from the year 1965 to 1969. gount :-iCl<inley Park 

accounted for 42 percent of the total number of tourists 

visl ting tile National Farks and National ;'-\onuments for 1969. 

~~~~~!J_~_~_,~!lj.?y~~_~.!:: 

One of the questions on the ouestionnaire sent to 

the loages askeo, in the opinion of the person filling out 

1!E~Y!::~_.!\·1~~~~~_,~!.l9_!l]~_!.~!?~' op. ci t., F. 4. 
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'f'AbLt:: ~~ 

flATIC.i COt-'lPi\lUSON OF 'l'hL PLHCLUI'l~Cl:. CF 11o.k'>SKA.h 
VI5I'.i.'OR~) '1'0 'I'llL C'l'NI'l:.S i'LKCLl.~'j:l...CL 01:' 

lii:U'ILD ~'l.'1l'l'LS FCPt:LA'J.'ICN 

Rluskan 
£;tate Visitors 

l. a li fend u 17.93 

.·;ichi9c:.n 9.40 

Pennsylvania b.12 

Illinois 5.20 

~,:innesota 4.6b 

i.ew York 4.47 

.iashington 4.42 

iJhio 3.89 

rnu.iana 2.93 

C.olorauc 2.77 

1970 

Percent 
Cnited States 
Population Lcltio 

~.63 1.86 

4.34 2.18 

S.dS 1.05 

5.47 .95 

1.63 2.55 

9.07 .49 

1.4J/;l 2.63 

~.32 .7.3 

:t:.53 1.16 

1.04 2.66 

Source; Alaska Visitors Association 
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TABLE XI
 

VISITORS TO ALASKA'S NATIONAL PADS
 
AND NATIONAL MONUMENTS
 

1965-1969
 

National Parks and 
National Monument. 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 

Mount McKinley 
National Park 21,400 31,300 39,800 33,300 45,500 

Sitka National 
Monument 25,800 38,600 44,800 23,800 39,500 

Glacier Bay 
National Monument 11,800 4,900 B,300 13,500 16,000 

Xatmai National 
Monument 800 900 1,200 1,SOO 7,800 

Total Visitors 49,800 75,700 94,100 72,100 108,800 

Percent Change 52 24 23 51 

Source: The Alaska Survey and Report: 1970-1971 
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the questionnaire I t<\oi'hat did the 'tourists seem to enjoy moat 

about theoir vacation in ]\1aska?" 

Scenery was recorded, by 10<19'8 owner t 8 f as the high"

light of the tourist'. vacation. Wildlife ranked second, 

campin9' I hiking, and fiehinq finished t.hird, fourth and 

fifth. t>lount Alyeaka Resort specified that their tourists 

enjoyed visiting with and just being around Alaskans and 

fellow travelers. Mount McKinley "ot~l ~~phasi~~ ~hat the 

~nur~~t. vt~i~in~ ~he n.r~ .n1ov~ 8ftein~ ~h@ wl1~lifer in 

~~e~, ~h~v r~t~A wtl~lif~ e. h~tn~ more important thsn the 

!lI(O""4!'Y"'V. 

l'r«"mOtion of ~o\Jrism... 
.,,, "r..""r.f ntr "(')r the tonr!.s't selUton of l070 I the 

l'I''.Illllt'<:'~ ""'rl1".1",,1 "!v~lIIt1.on -nr th~ firlllt', ti.me promoted to thf'll 

n"""'Sf!J~Ult!on ~ "'~-:~~el'lt. ,."~ ~(")nvP"t.i.on t.raffic. ~is carnpaiqn 

".,,.,, '"1n"'(1)""' ....."', v th.- T'(ltSAOn Yhy th~ t.ollr19t O@llflon 0' 1q7 n 

""'fi"n~ ~m." ~." f:~ .. '1\' I!'~,~", r~~t"t'! hOO'kiCf rut a fair't"o"<,!ood year. 

"., 1Q"""'"'''l'"t,l! h~ t""~ ,,;,t ~on tt>", V4'·l!tr was rf:'cocmi'let" at!' a fair··to·· 

1"l(\"J:" vt.!'ltt". ""u'" to thp: t"f.'("!fII!!"don. ~om~ Ilr(loas report~(J It ha~ , 
t-~'""''' fIIlt' .f'l>I"H~(\". 

".." .. ~t. ... tfl!' _ n1""O!!'otf,on for a R'Drinq an~ fall tourist 

"",.,lIt'"" ("lo,""i lIII't.et':' of full-paof!, full-eolor fIIpect:llculars in 

"""!}~.~!!.a'_~t!"(')qr"T'!,i~, ~u~,l!I'et:, ~]. '~aoa~J.ne an~ other 

!"u.... 'ieAt1nn". ",!'ol~ere fll~o wer~ ma~e up to mail out to 

, .,.. , , • .,.. f""'. ,..1 i" ., n. , ~ . 
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people "..ho wrote for infort.1ation. "Sprin<J Op to Alaska" and. 

II bE:lptobt.:r" el1Yphasize the early-season and late·-season 

beauties of Alasket. The folders stress the uncrowded 

accolnmoaations I and the unhurried friendliness of Ala.skans. 

)""any of the i\laska travel industry firms paid $200 for a 

back cover listing on the folders. The companies also 

offered early and post-season discounts for tours, hotels, 

sight-seeing, and for tile other services they provided. l 

'I'he campaigns proved successful. The vice-president 

of Alaska Airlines reported to tile Alaska Visitors Associa

tion that the summer traffic had been "soft" because of the 

na tional economic conditions, but that sprin~J and fall 

tourist traffic '-'las up hsubstantially" because of the off

season campaigns. The D1vision of Barins tt'ransportation 

reported that their ships have had an increase in traffic. 

'I'he Harine Highway System Chalked up a half million dollar 

increase on the Whicker8harn due to the off-·season promotion 

anti the 20 percent discount that is offerea to ~arly and 

late travelers. 'rile presiaent of Northland 'i'ours stated 

that the October 5 sailing of the cruiseship l'lateor "las 

filled to a 87 percent load factor. This tourist load ".,as 

credited to the fall proIr,otion. .before the campaign, the 

ship had been booked only to a 20 percent load factor. 2 

'1'he state t s promotion of the "Off-Beat Alaska" 

campaign was a combination of a full-Fago, full··color 

lIbid. 2Ibid ., p. 37. 
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mC("'Hzine advertiser:ent an..:.i z, ten-l.<:,c:;e !olucr \,··~:icl! listed, 

at no c[.ar,;e to the 0l'erat.ors i,tOre t.nan one hunured forty 

lod';jes I resorts I carq;s a.Do. charter carriers. i:'oth t:l(; state 

dnu t.ilese o';:f -tLt'~'~,c(Jten-;::ath operators ra tc,;(;l. tb.e caInl.~aign a 

"'ucc'->"~~.::).,. 1~= 

TDe state is also intercsteu in attracting conventions 

to t.las}~a. conventioneers s;;..enu an average of $50.00 J/er 

<J.dy a~; COIf<I.,urec to the $35.00 t-,er CLay for the avenu~!e ,.:;ur;iwer 

tourist.. Ati a result of tile can~ai9n 40 out-oi-state 

~;ervict': c~l:sani.zat.ions, le<.lyes, comr,anies, and other qroups 

llavc scheuule:o conventions in l;,laeka (,6urir!g the next few 

}'t'-ars f i.inO an aUdi tional 60 mere are consh:.t~ring the s ta te. 2 

'I'he ;,laska Visitors P.ssociatioll is trying out a new 

t,rograrh that. could draw 5,OOU ,]ar,anes& tourists or more to 

~,.lLska by 1!172. If this progran: is successful, it could 

open tl:e: door for eXFloration in otht:lr paI:ts of the world 

for ueveloI-'ing tourist traue fer Alaska. 

One of the ll.;ajol' reasons why the program looks like 

it coula Lc a success has Leen the introuuction of reaucea 

airfariO, on rouna tr 11-'5 Letween l,laska an," tile Or ient. '/:

rour,u t:r iF farE:: cf $ ~50 Fer paSSEmf!er i~t:b...eer. 'l'ok:ro ana 

;,laska is IiossiLlt: if a grolJ.F cf 40 cr wore travel \-Ji th Pan 

A~erican or ~ortnwest 0rient. 3 

llLict. 2Ioio • 

3 I L, i u ., t., • 14. 
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,'\IlotllE:r in,:."crt.ant factor that triill hel:.. tilis l.rcljram 

iId3 beeD the looseninS of th~ restriction on the al':ount. of 

:uoney tHat a Japanese Ciin toLe out o.f the country. TLE~ 

noverru'1ent ha~ a ceiling of ;;500 in aJdi tion to tLe air farei 

nov' this limit hus bc£.:n douLle to $1000. Japan is a natural 

uarket ;;)ocause skiers fror:' ...Jz\. an l1ave i)een cominS( to 2\laska. 

OVE;,r the chris tmas ilolitiay in the iJi\S t. 'l'ht.:1 J C1:/;.'imts€: ':1re 

attracteti to the o~en spaces of Alaska Lecause of the 

thickly set.tIeu ur:..ian life that is part of their e:r.viron·· 

lnttmt.. 

'i'he l'.laska Visitor Association has \'/r i tten a ltetter 

t.o each T:I€w.ocr of the [;tate Le9islaturc proposinsr the 

follO\dnq: 

••• The addition of staff and money to Leef up the 
Alaska Travel Division's present lin~teti research 
effort • 

••• Legislation creating a state revolving fund, or 
state guarantee of Lank loans, for tile construction of 
vrivate visitor facilities and attractions . 

••• i::i.KI.',lctin(" lei a L.inirur of $:";,0,0;';(.'1 f01 tbf.: ,'.fU1S 

annual national auvertising ana pUblic relation con-' 
tract. Of this amount the AVA advocates tLo Us€' ot 
$50,000 tor foreign travel prornotion, It'hich in turn can 
be n;atched Ly feoeral monies under a program of the 
Dnitea ~t.ates Travel ~ervice• 

• •• Lxpansion of tll~ at.ate' s convention proIn,otion 
activiti~s, including Ie mor~ realistic a~fro~riation 

for funi.O.s for expenses necessary in selling Alaskan 
convention facilities.

••• fl. major n~w f"royram of statewi<.<e yrar.ts to COi1\Jl'uni
ties 'iOl: t!lt;~ necessary feasibility r"tudit::s, constructic·n 
cost, an,:;j, c.irdrd.shin~; participation in the opcrati(~n 

lIbiu.. 
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coat of public facilities such as civic convention 
centers, mu.euma, exhibition halls, parks, visitor 
centers, highway camper facilities, and similar 
multiple-purpose facilities. 

~~erai.~SLth 9~_S~~~ 

The questionnaires confirmed the statistics stated 

by the Independent Highway Tourist Expenditure Survey 

conducted by ~he Alaska State Travel Division. Their 

findings suggested that the average length of stay within 

Alaska for tourists is 13.3 48Y8. 2 

The United Stat.s Custoaa and 1mmigration Office 

gave the ahort.st estimated lenqth of stay within Alaaka for 

tourists, 10 days.3 The Anchorage Travel Bureau was high 

with 15 days. The other responses fell in between enes. two 

••ttm&tes. 

w••tours Incorporated, stated that their tours 

averaged 18 days, but tourists were 8cheduled to do some

thing each day. ~.rt ~ ~aneh rA~rt.~ ~hat their ~ours take 

~-~ft 1~ an~ ,n ~.VM, ~ut If~e We.~our., each vaeation day 

i~ ota~n~ for ~~~ ~ouri.t. 

.,.",,,, l~cr~" rfm('\rt'.e~ ~h.8t tourists qeneral1y stayed 

on_ ~.v ~h_n nontinu.~ nn to o+'her ~ints of interest. Only 

, 
Thf.~ •• ". 'if). 

~~~••~, ~'3.~8 .~~ ~h_ YUkon, loe. oit.-,.. ,-_._~ ..._,_.. _..,"'...._--- ... 

'" 'Ill...",,,, ..", ".,~.n~.' en!T~8no"""ene. het:ween f'. F. 
~."t'\lI'It. ,.,.,~ ~",."....~1..", "#""~P, "'n"', :l'\'~t!l1r., ant.! writer. 
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U'.e loaqes or resorts tllat offt:1rcd ~OJjlE:' forr. of recreatiC'n 

held tbe tourists lonqer than one clay_ 

,Averaqe". --" ..__iunount.•_. .of .~Eonev.. .•. S":lentJ.:::. _ 

ot all tlle questions on the questionnairtis, this one 

hacl the greatest variety of ans",-ers. The qu~stion \-las, 

"~\'hat ."Jas thE: average daily an.ount s};,ent Fer person?" 'rhe 

largest amount \las represented 1.y tourists on a guideu. tour 

st:;endin9 $75 _00 per <iay _ 'rhe smallest arnount wab represented 

i...<'i the tourist that was camping '..mile on vacation witldn 

I\laska, and averaged. $12.50 per day. Actually, the results 

of the questionnaires indicated three different grouFs of 

tourists. 'l'he first group is nlaOEl up of those people taking 

guiueo. tours, the second group r€:prE:sents thE tOl.4ri!o't trav·· 

£:linS on his o~,m and using the louges anci cafes _ 'l'Xlt: thiru 

9rouP is maa.e u~~ of tourists traveling on their own, Lut 

camiJing out the Inajori ty of the nit,;lll ts, ""hi le va-cationinq in 

i\li\ska. 

B}' far the. highest estimates for the averase all'ounts 

spent per person, per a.ay, \..ere reee1 veci frm;, tIle tour 

agencies. Northland 'fours est1n\ate:<l t.he average amount 

spent by the tourist "fas ~900 on a vacation lastin~f 12 days 

or an averag~ cf $75.00 !;er day_ hestour13' 1l3-aay vacation 

cost ;l700, or an averayc of $39.00 Fer cay. ht'stourn' cost 

covers enly the expense of the trif: and c.iicl not include 

money l"leedeu for extras, souvenirs, gifts, fi 1m, entertain·

ment, ana the Iilany other i telfiS that touris ts r,urchase_ 
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':"~,e sec('lIld qI.'OU!· includE~d tourists travelin(] on 

tLwir mm, sta:.ring in lod(;:ilH-;;, r.otels, and totels, and t:atinq 

cut. rtount ;"'cKinley Hott~l, received an average of $40.()O a 

uaj i)er tourist. The Llen-<dch Internationc:\l hotel, farther 

ir01" the l:Ji;lrk and serving as just a ~~top-over, averages 

$25.00 a day per tourist. 'I'he Hart D Hanel< offers a package 

[,ri.ce on their lod<;Jing and out.. d.oor recreational trips. 

'i.'Lldr rive,t' trips and trail tri1-Js averu9c Letween $25.00 anu 

';'35.00 pt:r uay. 

'lhe l\lasJ~a State r,l.'ravel D1vision' s stuay on tht'~ 

Independent llighwa.i' 'l'ourist .r:xpenai ture Survey concluuec1 

that tourists campin9-out during their vacation averagec! 

;;'12.50 ier p€rfaon. The average expendi ture per I!arty \1dS 

$33.~O.1 

'Ihe State Travel Division sugsests an average of 

$3~.OO per uay per person; tl.is fi~ur~ represents a cross

section of all touxists traveling in Alaska. 2 

'.tourists CdIllt:)inq"'-,,,, . ..._.._... _._....._ "..~ .... __ !f_. _"~ 

'rne Dawson Creek 'l'oUI:'is t Inforr.\ation Center, ~Nhict-: 

is locatou. at nile Zero on the Alaska highw-a:y, reported the 

following percentages of the tourists; indicated that they 

were caJnpin~I: 1965, 73%; 1966, 75%; 1967, 78%; 1961:), 80%; 

196~, 83'6; and 1970, 84%. The United states Customs an<J 

l~ray-~_!_ .~l-_~~~.~__ ~~~_.!12~_!-~:9!.' lee. ci t. 

2'''11';r 0'" ~·;t . "'7L'.4.... ~ I l-·~. '-.... • / 1".'. ..J • 
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Iu~igration Cffice, Tok, Alaska, at the opposite end of the 

Alaska tJigh"ldy, did not keep statistics; out oLserve<1 an 

increase in the numlJer of campers and mobile trailers 

enterin9 the state. 

The Division of t-~arine 'I'ransportatlon reports an 

increase in callipers traveling throughout 11,1aska over ti.e 

DRst seven years. 'fhe ferries that were transportin~ 10-·20 

camf\ers in 1964, now report that they are transporting 40-·50 

campers. 

In the past few years the can~pgrounds in Alaska nave 

l./econle overcrov.rdel1, eSf.lecially ncar big cities or special 

at.tractions. '1'b£1 Lumper-to--bumper traffic has beaten do¥<'n 

the vegetation ana has left the campgrounas dusty and full 

vf ruts. 'ihe trees and. bushes have been cut dOlNn for fire--

WOOu, thus creating a campground that the camper has not 

eXfected to find in Alaska. 

~':ore caulpgrounds are neede\l to r(teet the delfiands of 

tourists and the 010. ones neea to be expanded and modern

. -, 1
l.zeo. 

~:~~c~o!:~ge:f'~.!!'?~!l~~~._~j:!.51!.l~~z 

'llie following information \vas received from the 

State 0epartInent of Highways in regara to the tourist travel 

on the Anchorage-f'airbanks HiSlh\\lay and the effect the 

lILht. , r. b7. 
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.ui:,,;;In..-ay will nave on the nurnLer of tour ists visi tinS! the 

l'10unt rv:Clanley Park. 

The new highway bebteen Anchorage and Fairbanks 
should carry approximately 250 vehicles daily in the 
vicini ty of ~'!cKinley Park. 'l'he traffic volurne will 
generally increase as one gets closer to i\nchorage or 
Fairbanks. There would also be local increases in 
volUIne near settlements and recreational areas. with a 
road north out of Fairbanks to the North Slope and 
increased tourist activity, the traffic VolUl1~e cculd 
grow at a rate of 10% per year for a few years. 

'l'11e ne\.... highway will definitely induce more tourists 
and Alaskans to visi t l'1c1'inle:l l'ark. Approximately 50 % 
of ti~e tourists into ~~e state drive to Mc~inley Park on 
the present gravel access roaa. With the completion of 
the new highYray, a 100. increase is estimated. Based on 
time, travel via the new highway between ".nchorage ana 
HcKinley Park and between f.'airbanks and :"~cKinley Park 
will take aoout 25% of the time presently requirect. Cn 
~~e basis of road mileage, the distance between 
Imchorage and ~:cKinley I'ark on the new hil:Jhway is at.out 
200 miles compa.red to about 400 miles. On the new 
high".ay it is about 100 miles between Fairl,anks and 
N.cKinley Park compared to aLout 340 rdles. l 

~~rr~!x 

J!,laska has increased i t5 tourist trade from 59,200 

tourists in 1964 to 125,000 in 1970. 'l'he Lulk of the 

tourists are using the Alaska biSh"-'3}' as a moue of travel. 

During 1970, 101,518 reople used the Alaska Bighway. 

Of the loa~es, tourist infcrmation centers, and 

museums reportintj the number of tourists visi t111.9 their 

facilities during the tourist £leason, four out of five 

showed a s\ll.:,stantial increase. 'I'he Alaska tourist season 

IBaseu on personal ccrresponaence between Department 
of highWa.ys, state of Jllaska, and writer. 
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is aLout 120 da~rs, vitti'! JUly rerresentins the reak of the 

SCdson. 

,~,lri:03t half of the tourists travelin] in Alaska caret:: 

tron t~c general aI"eas, the Pacific States and the Northeast.., 

central ;..~art of the United Staten. California is reported 

as havins tne largest nun.l,Jcr of tourists Visiting 1\.laska. 

Tour is ts I:,rou,otion CalTlpdigns arc ra the:x: new for tb:: 

::>tate of Alaska but the campai',JI1s useo so far have been 

successful. The 1970 tDurist season was reported as a fair

to-goou YEar, while other parts of the country reported a 

fair-ta-poor tourist season. The Alaska tourist season has 

I..ade a gooo shmdng for a year ,..'hen the overa.ll national 

economy has Leen poor. 

'Ihe tourists average 13 CLays in l\laska, and srend 

df; average of ~;35.00 per ua~/ )Er tourist. rrile tourists 

takin9" tllanned tours are sr..endin'J sUbstantially rr:ore r'er day 

on their v ..l.cation in 1"laska than tile tcurists travelin":.. on 

their O\m. r, <Jreater nUl"nber of tourists are turnins to 

callipiu':i-Qut I,,/Idle on vacation in j\,lllSkii. 

'j,'He l~nchoraye-!"airbanks i .. i'.:Ii~vlay, \-,'hen cmr,rlcteu, 

'liill incrE.,c:'L3E: tli~ liun:Ler of tourists vi.:>iting the l",:ount 

!'cl~illley l'ad:. L:t' lOu percent. ~['he Fark had 45 1 500 visitors 

ill l~G 9, if the ~ tate biyh\~ay rre.o.iction l~:atel'ializ.es, <llJOUt 

100,00U tcurish~ "'ill visit ti1e l.:ark in 1972. Scer,Gry 

an.,ears to Le tLe idqhlight of the touristG r trip to I,.laska; 

I1m.,.'ever, \clhen travelin9 in f,lount r-cF.inh~y fark, wildlife 

j:;,cccwes the IT,ain attraction. 
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'::'W:l1J"H.Y I COUCLUSIONS l\Nu RLC(ll"j, n:i~DA'l'IOIW 

'!'!1C purr;ose of this study ~Jas to dctermiru:-: OYlhether 

or not sufficient tourist travel \.;'ill Le }"resent on the 1l€\1i' 

J'"nchorage-Fairbanks Hiqhway to ",-arrant the establishme'nt of 

a lodse, museum anu cEUflpgroum.l nl;;;ar the i'Jount 1'1chinley Park. 

The prclblem \-Jas further <iivideo into the following SUb-

'Ju€stions; 

1. \'~hat \\las the total number of tourists traveling' 

in ;:~laaka for each of the past five years? 

2. iim,/ lTiany tourists visi teti the s~:lecte(j 1cdses, 

tourist information centers ana museums already establisr.ed 

on the n.ain tourist routes? 

;). Low 10ns; was the Alaska tourist season anu v,tdch 

I"onth rerresented the peak of the seasc.n? 

4. 1;.OW ",any of the tourists traveling in Alaska in 

the future .,;ill use the newAnchora.ge-Fair~anksHighway? 

5. hoy,' many tourists vi si ted the j;cunt I:cKinley 

Park as con.Fared to the other parks in Alaska for the past 

five years? 

6. hhat uid the tourist enjoy ll;OSt about his 

vacation within Alaska? 

62 
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7. .'illat ',Jas t.Le ()rigin of the tourists travelins in 

4- ~1i.l8J~u? 

B.':Jhat "las the average lenqth of stay for a. 

tourist in hlaska? 

';J. '.'i!l-at ",as the average amount of money spent Ly a 

tourist \Jhile on vacation in l~laska? 

10. Vias there an increase in the nun:ber of tourists 

Ci11",I1>i119 out ",,:'li Ie on their vacation wi thin i'\laska? 

11. hhat is the state government doing to promote 

tourism in i'.laska? 

rersonal correspondence \\'as u.sed to secure t.he 

llcajorit1, of tile research materials neeueu to write this 

~3tudy. l,uestionnaires 'ldcre sent to louges, tourist infor"· 

Ination centers, museUHIS, tourist 8gencies anu city ana state 

aqencies. .'::.Olice inforrr,ation was oLtaincu £1.'01:, .:,;~r,IFJ}lets, 

nC:\J,sl.iulletins, Cinu periodicals supl"lieu by the Alaska 

Visitor Association. '1h6 Look, The Alaska Survev an~ 
_.,_.,,,_,_. _,_,,_ ~",, __.,,_.....~._.... ',,_Jo•.._.__••_ "~ ..... k __._••• __ 

I:e'~'or-t; 1970--1971 ~.)"as obtained. fron~ tne }:;:esearch Ir.sti·tute_.... , t_. ,,__,., , . ,_ ",. . 

of Alaska Incorporate~. 

f2JII:J.!EEr 

The tourist trad.e in l\laska is a youn'j ane. 9rmvinq 

inuustry. 'l'ne Dniteu. ::.tates Luston:s and Imni,graticlJl Office, 

'iok, A1i.l3K'-t, reporte<.J. that the 1970 tourists seasor.. Lad a 

32 percent ;;,I'owti-l over Uw 190~ season, Lut that tlle normal 

annual rate of srowth in nuwber of i,..,eL'sons travc:lins for the 

!'.laska .i1is;hway is eight percent. 'i.'he .?laska l'jarine ldghway 
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a180 haa experienced a steady growth 1n tourist travel over 

the past seven years. 

The established lodges, tourist information cen~.r., 

and mu••ums on the present hiqhwaya are experiencin9 a 

steady 9r~h of tourist trade. 

The tourist .e.son in Al.ska is about 120 days. 

Several programs bave b.en initiated to extend the .eason. 

The Alaska Marine Highway and aeveral air1in.s otfer an off

season diecount to tourists trave1inq during the spring and 

fall. There are winter tour. available to the Arctic or 

tours to attend special celebrations conducted by 1tl.ska'. 

",'.t'i ... t''hrolI'''''out the winter lIIonthlt. Waat:our.' cruise.hips 

.Ilrflt .+..,....1"'f.f tl'le 1~"" toar!.tJt. 8e.won mueh earlier than 

1url,.'. "''''~tr ,utilin. ~.t. itl tleh.dultKI for the thlr~ of 

1:.fIllV. 

"'~.,. mUt98",," at t;hflll T!niverld. tv of ~1.llw~a att.ract. a 

'"r~e """''''...r of v1tti.t:ortr I!UU~~ vear. ""'he nniver.ity'. 

"'t1lllftU1!'! h' "ne 0" the llllnff'8t an~ tin.wt 1n Alaska. 

~~~ ~a~ortt:v of 1"h@ tourists visitinq ~la8k. come 

"rO'l'l ~,.,.. ""ei. i'tt! eoa,,'t: IIn~ th. 'lITorth r.'entra1 oart: of the 

""'f.t.~A ~1"llt~,.. rali1'orn1a "'rovi~tul ~lABka with ft'IOre 

t:tmrill+8 t"'an 8ftV' ot:h~r in~!v!~u.l .tete. 

~8 ll ••ka ~ravel ~ivtsion has only recently hequn 

lilt "'."".~!Ret'o,... to'\1r".II1" T'l'r.~t'.lmt cl!m'Pairm. '!'he result.a of 

to"". 'Q~" """'1,r(,,"ld~ ~"."'fI! el.llr'v v1I11U·']e in the lQ71\ tourint. 

•"lIItS""'. """'... 't ~.,,, +rom,.."." - •••nn i'or '" '.""a ""'.S ra't.~ as 

-,. .. ,.·· ..,.,-"~"nA ~.,. 1" n"""" n~"'''''fIll n~ t~fI!' eOllntrv the tourist: 



65 

SedSC'J'l has ra tE'Q. fair-·tQ-I.ocr" '1'11e slump in the natienal 

econor~~y "..as the ruajor factor in the poor tourist traa.e for 

1970. 

'l'he cdmpai9n proved to DC a success for both the 

out-of-state conventions held in .t~,laska and the off·-the··· 

beaten-r,ath louges, resorts, carnl!s, ana charter carriers. 

No',;,,' a ne....' program has been created to lure the Japanese 

tourists to visit :r'.laska. 

'I'he Alaska Visitor Association has proposed. the 

following iucas to the State Legislature: 

1. Auditional staff and money for research. 

2. 8ank loans for the. construction of private 

visitor facilities. 

3. I{equire incoIl,ing visitors to fill out a short 

questionnaire. 

4. Budgeting $500,000 ior annual national a~ver

tising ar.u puLlic relations. 

5. Lxpansiofl of t.he out·-of-state convt:.ntion 

f.\romotion. 

b. Grants to communities for construction of con

vention centers, museUIllS, exhiLition halls, r-arks, visitor 

centers, hi\jLv:ay camper facilities, ano. other multiple'" 

purpose facilities. 

'I'he average length of stay for the tourists visitin9 

Alaska is 13 days. 'i'he tourists on ~luided tours tenci to 

5t~y longer; also, tourists tdking part in an outdoor 
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recreat.ioni'll .G<co,~,·rdjT, strJy lon·;ur. 'i'iL0 touriGts spfi.:nd all 

average of ~35 fur Gay. 

~ yreater percentage of tile tourists each year ar~ 

l,;a;r;pins out while on vacation in Alaska. .~ilLl lJav,'son Creek 

'fouri£t In.forrnation C€:nter, Dawson Creek, british Colc;"i...,ia , 

Canada, reporteu that 84 ~erccnt of the tourists visiting 

their facility GurinSj the 1970 ·touriz,t season ~;erE;: CathFinq 

out. 'l'he lini teu :~ tates CustOM; and Inildgration ~;ffice I '1\o}~, 

.","laska, repcrtet[ an incre.:H,ea nund;)er of can~pers enterin'j tlH: 

state. 'l'he;;arint:~ high\1ay r €!ports that they are tran:;;;·" 

[.~ortinc; wore carupors each year to l\laska. ThE increasin'J 

nUWDer of ciuLpers has reBultea in QverCrO\4Ueu. camF9rcunus in 

l\.la3}~a. 

fJhe State ldgln'l!ay Deparbnent rredicte(., that 250 

vehicles daily wi thin the vicinity of th.c LJount :<cKinle:l' 

Park ui,on the completion of the new Anchorage'· Fairbat;;"'s 

Lighway. The c.xr·ecteJ. '=)rm"th ratE will Le ten perCcI,t per 

year for a fe""" years imwediately after tbt: ccn~pletion o.atE':. 

AFproxilhately 50 percent of all i\laskan touristz visi t Z-jount 

McKinley Park. 'id th the cOlat.letion of the new hishway, the 

park shoulu experience a 100 percent increase in tourists. 

'l'he new highway will save 25 percent of the trc:vel tin,e it 

presently takes to reach the park. 

Conclusions
 

i\laska has much to offer the tourist on vacation····
 

scenery, wildlife, and out-cioor recreation of all tYj:>es.
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'i'he ::; ta t('l ha.S: betn referred to as the last frontier I and 

ril::,htfully so, for it offers the lauch needed open spaces and 

wilaerness for tEle tourist to explore. 

Tour!Sll'. is a renewable resource and is increasing 

each year in Alasku. r1'11e highvlay seems to be the most 

popular mode of travel. 

'I'here were 45,500 tCl\lrists vis! ting the Llount 

;"cKinley Park in 1969; and if there is to be a 100 percent 

increase in the number of tourists when the lrnchorage

Fairbanks Highway is completed in 1972, tl1cre will bE'! nearly 

10U,000 tourists in the area. Logically, the present 

accomn\odations will need to be doubleu in order to take care 

of this influx of tourists. Whereas in the past, tourists 

vJere scattereu over the state, the new high,,:ay will tend to 

uraw ther" to'jether at a central location. 'l'he 110unt ~lcKinley 

Par};., area shoulo. have the largest concentration of tourists 

of an:t locaticm in the state. 

Selection of a lodge by tourists rr.llst :be La.sea. on 

either availD.Lility or advertisement. If a louge has a good 

site locatior., is well advertiseci, and. offers the tourist 

sorething txtru, such as out-door re:creation, it sl:loulu L·e 

very cor;.petitive in at.tractir.l9 tourists. If the camp9rcuncls 

ti~at arc locate;u near scenic or historical a,reas are OVf;.~r

crowdE:ou, ttlon the park area ,.,oul~ b€: an ideal 10eatioD for 

tilt; estaL.lism.i~~nt of campgrounds. 

'l'curist Informa.tion Centers ana l<useums have t,(~en a 

Ij(X)(l tourist attraction. .l\t tne time of tr.is study, there 



68 

is not a museum near t.he Mount McKinley Park. Since the 

main tourist attraotion in the park 1. wildlife, and since 

moat of the smaller Ina1llRl&ls ue nocturnal, • museum should 

prove to be succe••ful as a tourist attraction. 'l'ouriats 

must travel either to Fairbanks or Anchora•• to visit. a 

museum, and once tourists leave the park. area, scenery 

beca:a•• the main attraction. 

A larqe percentage of ~le tourist.. are camping and 

since the existinq campqrounda are becomlnq overcrowded, a 

modern campground, includin9 showers and laundry facilities 

should be a tourist at.traction. Once the camping tourist 

has established hie c~p tor the niqht, he then haa free 

t.ime tor entertainment. If a lodqe or mu••WI i. nearby, the 

majority of the c.-per. probably will visit either one or 

bot.h. A combination of the three--Iodqe, museum, and eaftlp

~nun~--~houl~ ~.oome one o~ the most. eompe~l~ive busine•••s 

mol t),. ",..", .,ift'),w.v. 

"""'~ i ~~al '.oea~ion. "or at!venisincr would be t.he 

I'fltf'!'f4'1t"! ert.fl~ A"'~ t". nort"-e.n~ral area ot' t.he united 

~~A+'~8. ~_11'or.ni8 voul~ h. th@ h8St st.at.e t.o concentrat.e 

~~ A~~r~i81"~ ~~am. 

....h~ eom"'i.nlltio1'\ of a lodcre an~ oa:mpqround woulC! 

",.""i~ .. ,u'~at1n"u, for t.he ~(")urlst.1I travelinq on their 

~ ~~~ ~~~vi"a tn t~C.R .ft~ e8~ina out., and the ~ouri.t.R 

~T'''V-'•"" "'" ......""'.,. ~ "",-4 t""""",i "" OU~. ,..,.,. mullt~um would 

"'_ " ....,._,.... 111 +., "'nt" ,."' ...8 ... tn"nun" 8nl1 it: ",ay draw t.ourists 

",.."wa''''''" v ,., """""''''.11 tot'''''.. """"~ T'ml!ffl"m 1l1l'n wIll provi"fl 
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the oppor~uni~y ~ sell souvenirs and 91fta. The•• 100,000 

~ouri.~s vi.i~in9 ~he are.s will brinq with them about $3.5 

million, provided each touri.~ spends only one day. 

The Alaska Travel Division has a.eocmplished muoh 

~oward it. tourist promotion; and if the state decides ~o 

back the ~our1at industry, a tremendous qrowtll Is sure to 

develop. 

Recommendations-...._ ........_
..._~._--~-"_ ...... 

1. A.......nt of ~h. pre.ent tourist facilities, 

auch .a lodge. and campgrounds, in the Mount MoKinley Park 

are.s should be made. 

2. A aite study for the location of the lodqe, 

campqround, and au.eum should be initiated. 

3. The land f~r t.h~ huil~tnq eite should be 

Item!.,..~ "'~"'or~ of",t",h,l tr~\P(I!o1. on ~he \nehor.q~··1l"airbank. 

~1.fT"'wav "fWff "tIt • 

4. 'I' ~1l~rollnl1 wl~h _""ower and 1l1un"rv tlleilitles 

""on1'" ~.. efmflt'ruei:fIl" f'ir.t f., Ii: i" not. oposfllible to ecm

"t1"'U~ a l&,(1f1t JIln~ e~o\trv" in t.he "ame huildinq season. 

It ....41' eOTulI!t'ruet.ion 0' a eftmpcrroun~ or lod«Je and 

(!1It~,,~ ~ho\1'~ "'fit .t.rt@~ t."e V4I!&r t.he hiohway opens. 

~. 11, ""UfIlIfI!U1ft 00\11~ h4a. .~~~ later when tinanelal 

~~~,,~ina ~~~. it. ~~Bihl@• 

.., ~"""""'-~Ot.'r r~er(llftt.ion p:r.<)(fra", Ineludinc,r sport 

•• ~".,," ,...,. "f"l1"'"_h"...,, r1~"1'!t"F "hm1'~ h .. fttfJt..h'i.""~ I!lft.~r the 
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initial construction of the lodqe, oAmpground, and museum ~o 

increase the competitiveness of the business. 
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APPENDIX A 

Addresses of Ouestionnaire Recipients 
and Sample Questionnaire 

Alas/Kon Border Lodge
 
Milepost 1202
 
Beaver Creek, Yukon
 
Canada 

*	 Alaska Railroad 
P. o. Box 7-2111
 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
 

*	 Alaska Travel Bureau 
902 Joseph Vance Building 
Seattle, Washington 99801 

*	 Alaska Travel Division 
Pouch E 
Juneau, }\,laska 99801 

*	 Alyeska Resort Incorporated 
Girdwood, Alaska 99501 

Anchorage Chamber of Commerce
 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
 

Anchorage Travel Bureau 
P. O. Box 1583
 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
 

Mr. Stanley F. Brown
 
Paxson Lodge
 
Paxson, Alaska
 

*	 Mr. Philip Clarke 
Tok Lodge
Tax, Alaska 99780 

*	 Dawson Creek Tourist Infornlation Center 
Dawson Creek, British Columbia 
Canada 
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*	 Mr. Don DeHart 
liart D Ranch 
Gakona, Alaska 99586 

*	 Departn\ent of Highway 
Office of the Commissioner 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

*	 Department of Public Works 
Division of Marine Transportation 
Pouch R 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

*	 Department of Travel and Publicity 
Department of Eoonomic Development 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

*	 Department of Travel and Publicity 
box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
Canada 

*	 Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

Glennallen Chamber of Co~merce
 

Glennallen, Alaska
 

*	 Glen-Rich International Hotel 
Gakona, Alaska 99586 

*	 Matanuska Valley Tourist Center 
Palmer, Alaska 99645 

Mount McKinley Bus Line
 
124 East 5th Avenue
 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
 

*	 l10unt McKinley National Park C01\\pany 
1753 Last Fort Lowell Road 
Tucson, Arizona 85717 

*	 Northland Tours, Incorporated 
Plaza 600 auilding 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

~!r. Ray Scoby
 
Forty-Mile Roadhouse
 
Mile 1301 Alaska Highway, Alaska
 

Trailway Travel Bureau Corporation
 
1010 South West Sixth Avenue
 
Portlana, Oregon 97204
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* 

* 

..
 

universt ty of Alaska Huaewn 
University of Alaska 
t:ollege, Alaska 

United States Customs and Immigration Office 
Tok, Alaska 99780 

Westours, Incorrorated 
900 I. U. H. Suilding 
Ceattle, Washington 98101 

Questionnaires returned 



Thunderbird Estates i36 
En~oria, Kansas 66801 
January 18, 1971 

u. S. Customs and Immigration Office 
'I'ok, l-\laska 

Gentlenlcn; 

I am writing a paper on the '<Alaska Tourist Trade" 
for a graduate class. Any information you can offer will 
te of great benefits in writing my paper. I would appre
ciate your answering the following questions and returning 
the questionnaire in the self-addressed stamped envelope. 

1. List the number of tourists traveling the Alaska 
Highway for the following years: 

1966 1968 1970,---_.._.--
1967 1969 

2. What dates best represent the length of the tourist 
season? Example: June 5 to August 31. 

'..... .. .... .. ,--_•.----_.. _•.-...._.__-.._-_._.. _.. _--
3. Which month is the peak of the tourist season? 

-------,-----_.._---_...._._---_-..._-.._---------_._------"._-.. ~---

4. What did the tourists seem to enjoy most about 
their vacation in Alaska? Rate the following 1-2-3-4-5-6
etc. 

scenery fishing wildlife 

hiking camping other 

5. Which state seem to provide Alaska with the most 
tourists? 
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6. What is the average. amount of money spent per day 
per tourist? 

7. vJl'lat is tile averagEi length of stay for tourists in 
Alaska? 

8. What percentage of the tourist checking through the 
lnu:nigrations Office indicated they were camping? 

9. Any other information that you might have on 
tourist trade in Alaska woula be appreciated. 

Due to the period of time that is allowed for writing 
this paper, I would appreciate your returning ~le information 
by March 1, 1971. 

Sincerely, 

...liln Sellens 

Enclosure 
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6. What is the average amount of money spent per day 
per tourist? 

7. What is tile average length of stay for tourists in 
Alaska? 

8. ",Jhat percentage of the tourist checking throufjh the 
I,rl'llnigrations Office ind.icated they were camping? 

9. Any other information that you might have on 
tourist trade in Alaska woulu be appreciated. 

__________'*_. .. ,..,... ....,_... ....'_... ..."_......_.""..._"'_ .. '",...',,,-.,0 , """,_" ...._>~_~ ~ "'~ __."_·_~"_M'_·· ~, 

Due to the period of time that is allowed for writing 
this paper, I would appreciate your returnin~ ~le information 
by March 1, 1971. 

Sincerely, 

Jilt} Sellens 

Enclosure 



APPENDIX B. l\laska Highway System
 

Illustration I
 

~ 

v:?.eJ 
-.,,;;1' ~••• 

1. Anchorage-Fairbanks Highway 
2. Denali Highway 
3. Alaska Highway 
4. Richardson Highway 
5. Glenn Highway 
6. Haines Highway 
7. Seward-Anchorage Highway 
8. Sterling Highway 
9. Mount McKinley National Park 
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APPENDIX B. The Relative Size of Alaska 
and the United States 

Illustration II
 

••• 
.." 
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APPENDIX B. Towns and CitIes of Alaska 

Illustration III 

€) 

@ 

® 

.oflt1l''' t!P='. OlD 

1. Barrow 
2. Kotzebue 
3. Nome 
4. Bethel 
5. Dillingham 
6. Kodiak 
7. Homer 
8. Kenai 
9. Seward 

10. Anchorage 
11. Palmer 

12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
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Fairbanks 
Valdez 
Cordova 
Tok Junction 
Yakuta.t 
Skagway 
Juneau 
Si tka 
Petersburg 
Wrangell 
Ketchikan 
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