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dradley, Sinee the Adams-Bradley book covers the

period up to 1700, it has seemed fessible to exbend that study to recent
mess Bighteen seventy~five hes been arbitrarily fixed sz the termimel

date of the present study, becsuse from that time onm a great inoreamse of
sotivity has been shown in lidterary critieism, and the source material
hag becoms too sbundent for adequabe trestment within the limits of the

present study.
In the preface to the Jonsom Allusion-Book the editers state:

¥hile primerily intended to set forth the materials, within the
limits specified, relating te Jomson¥s caresr ns s mam of letters,
and to disclose the estimates of his genius ns expressed by his

ibemporeries and inmediste suocessors, it will alse incidentally
supply Mmtim on & veriety of subjects conmected with the
literature of the time. For exsmple, it will be of service as =
pertisl allusion-book to meny poets of the Eligebethan and Jacobesn
ages; and it will be of mo little walue a8 & body of sevenboenth=
century dramstic oriticism.l

Yhat the editors of the Jamom Allusion-Book claim for their work,

the present collection of allusions also will claim, exeept of course
thaet the preseant eolleotion is much more modest in soope and mimuteness
estion of many investigators, with labor

MMWaimgwio&ofw,mmamkwwumm&
tely complete. The writer hopes thet with this modest

made even aporoxine

i Jeass Franklin Bradley ami Joseph Quincy Adams, The Jonson
Allusion-Book (New Haven: Yale University Fress, 1922), pe V-¥i.




vi

boginning he may some day produce a study mmoh mors scholarly and more
nearly complete. |

All sllusioms amilabla to the writer contributing to the rew%a-
tion of Ben Jomson betwsen the detes 1700~1875 have been quoted. In
reportizg the oitstiens from Whipple's Litersture of the Age of Elissbeth
oonsidersbly beeause of the extreme length of the articles. These two

of Ben Jmm, it has been nsoessary to condeonse

souroes are the only oues aveilable to the writer whieh deel extensively
with Jonson. Of the total mumber of aiiuaim, by far the greater psrt
ere incjdental remarks or compsrisoms doing hamage to Jonson's learning
and m&elmkim |

A1} the volumes inm the University of Kanses and Xanses State
Tesohers College of BEmporia libreries on poetry, aﬁtiaim, progse fietion,
and dramn WHM Mm the arbitrerily selected detes were exemined

" for possible sllmsiens,’ |
The plan of errsngement, which is appsremt om inspection, is

&mmalagiml with authors, rather then strictly chronolegiscal as teo

time 2z found in the Jonson Allusion-Book. The writer feels that such

sent should result in giving the study a unity and compactness

that a purely aﬁramhgiml srrasgement would not assure,

It has not shmys been poasible to determine the date of the
passsge quoted; and in dealing with such s mass of detail, doubtless
errors have besn made; but th& writer indulges the hope that such errors
are neither mmerous nor disproportiopate to the scope snd nature of this

g tuﬂjy» |



CHAPTER %

sk of the reputation of Jonson after

1700, it will be well to review the state of his fame in the seventeewth
mmy, using the Jonsen Allusion~Book s 2 sourcs of information.

It sppesrs thet during Jomson's life time there was = great wariety

in the temper of the slluslons, renging from bare sumounceme:
te & gemeral increase in favor in 1605.

ring the next twenty years he
wes in great fawor, but the later years of his life show & general decline
in his popmlerity.
The very first ellusion 4o Bon Jonson {1597) seeme to snticipate
ong career he was to lead. A letber concerning the actes of the

m”ﬁ’" Couneil mh%& the mw«»

Ben Jomson, Robert Shaw, and

Gabriol Spenoce :1 Jonson was particularly

indicted for writing part of it., Vie find from five references in

Henslowe's Diary that Jomson borrowed from Henslowe om plays in 1597-98.%

In 1598 Praneis Heres ligtsd among meny obhers

being best for tragedy.®

Shakespaare asnd Jonson as
The Middlesex Sessien Rolls of 1508 give an

agcount of Jonson®s killing of Gabriel Spencer, which led to his being

1 jesse Frenklin Brsdley and Joseph Quiney Adems, The Jensen
Allusion-Book {New Haven: Yale University Press, 1922), pe de

2 1bid., pe 20

3
Ivid., ps S



ar treits, at the elose of

a8 him te meuﬁ

impriamdﬁ Yet inm spite of all his

ntury John Weever comps

In three years thea he evidently mortgsged his fubure work te
Henslows, wes twice lmprisoned, sud twice received favorable recognition.

wing the Pirst twe yeors of the sevenbeenth century megy
atory &'ka’ﬁmm were M sboat Jonsom's sstire and his querrslsome
dispesition. Johm Herston says:
' I*11 ten the hide

Of thiock-gkinned Hageness. s «

This is the strain thet chokes the thestres.®

601 says, "Jonson should beteke himself
the following year sayg, ". « « «

but he hss become nowadsys something humorous, and too~too sabirieal up
' ¥
gy

u?

back to his brieklaying,

end down, like his great grendi

notion in 1606 of Sejamms, Jouson seems to have put
to flight his last % for in thet your even John Merston, who hed
previoualy railed at his satire seid:
Sojeums® Fall shall fores thy merit rise;

For pever English ahgll, or hath before
Spoke fuller graatde”

4 E@_@;, Pe %a
5 Ibid., ps 6
¢ Ibid., ps 11
7 Ibide, pe 33

8 Imd&' Pe



3
Followlng olesely on Sejamms, come in 1607 Yolpome, an sven greater
sucoess in camedy them Sejemuss had beem im tregedy. Franels Beaument
gaid, relative to Volpone: |
. » =« » astheu slone
Hest taught our bongne, the rules of time, of plsee,
And other rites, delivered with the grace
Of cemic sbyle, which only, is fer more o
- Than sny English stage hath known before.
It wes|shortly after the preduction of Yolp
wiation, *I 1ie end dreem of

® that Besumbnt wrobe

the lﬁw to Jonson conteining the famous qu
10

your full Nermsid wine,”

Gotiline, The Silent Women, and The A 211 sdded to Jomson's

hin additionsl praise, John Fletcher in 1611 expressed

fm m axaw 4:‘
the general ag:{nwm of other writers, only in more Fluenmt fashion, when

he saidz
wmsmm&zww;m. li’m&»lé

During the second deesde of the century Jomson seamed to be turning
out pleys and mesques prolifiecally. Indicative of his popularity is
John Chamberlain®s statement in 1815:¢
The only mather I ocan aﬂmrtiaa sim I wrm the 1&31: wask M
tm mwm of ﬁm m&qm.
The kisg mad &6

mmwnw W 'tdm Sunday n;lgh‘h m, in the very seme menner,

gIMﬁo@ Ps BB

11 ,
I.'bid.. Pe 79



though weither in device nor show was there anything extre~
ordinary, but énly sxcellent Mﬁz he choios haim made
of the best, both English and Scobe.’
The temor of the allusions fram 1615 to 1620 seems to imply that
Jonson’s reputation was maww in dreome than in his court pasques.
i1 dam mmm in 3618 mié, “por the thestre mot Senece transosnds

nis [@wm»ﬂ worth of praise," > while Nethamicl Bremt in 1618 said,

"Phe Masque of Twelfth Mﬁm so dull thet psople say the pwb

An indicstion of Jonsen’s popularity et court wes e reversiemary
grast frem the kisg, in 1621, of the Offfce of Masber of the Revels.

George Vither, $n 1622, wrote of the “mow-Pleurishing Jousen,"
sud a1l the ellusions of the twentins indicate his poeition ss such.
Howsver, su snonymous mobs im iﬁiﬁ‘ snys,

. {desuayi ﬁm} and Comnsell houre
mwmmmm«w&wmwm
mm%yw nw;whmmw,mdmwmms
Surrender then thy right to th* stage; forbeare
To do wright, whet others leath to heare
And Justlye, sinoe thy Crszye Mumse doth now
To quitie her Spartane provinge; fayntly kunowe
Swesr not by God tis goed; for yff you doe;

The world will taxe your zeale, and Judgment toos.

1?

2 Iuide, po 8.

13 mpide, pe 95

14 * Ibid., p. 108.
® 1., p. 222.

18 Ibid., pe 27



Tt ie seen, therefore, that in the late twentles Jonsym wes
sufforing & felling off of favor, s falling off which wes due porhaps
sanevhet teo envy and Jealeusy ou the part of his contemporsries.

Hlten says in "L*allegre” im 1632,

Then to the well«trod stege m}
I Jonson's laaammi sook be on,"i8

and the following ,;rmr John Marrim says, ‘2‘&11 men, we know, delight in
%ﬂjm‘nlﬁ

fhe yesr 1638 seems Yo be the turning point of his popularity
doring his lifetime, Im thet yesr Thomes %wod eritieized Jamm*a
ego for publishing m mmﬁm Again in that year George Chapmsn
published en investive directed at Ben's old fault of vitriolic satire, 20

note says,

And yob sgein the same Vear an ANONYNMOUS

E‘ms&mmmﬂlmgﬁmmmmm,
Sinee that his reputation’s lost snd gome,

The sge swesres aheﬂlmlmgar hold him play
With her attention; but without delsy

VWill viss, i¥ doue fresh Gamester will mot fitt g
Thatts ft:rz;iahad with & better stocks of witte, 1

8ir Bdwaid Valker, im 1657, st Jonson's desth salds

&ono 1%? ~= Thursday, 17 Angugb, -~
estmin njeisin Jensen, the most femous,
Wﬁﬁé,m Mwmﬁpmwmag%mwa&&ny&nm
English towgue, heving left mm;m him many rere pieoes
whioh hawe, sufficiently demonstrated to the world his worth.

" ma., 5 268

# rea,, pe 106



He was buried the next dey following, being scoampanied
to his grave with sll or the greatest pert of m m‘b&lityu
and gentrie them in the towne.2d

The great number of epigrams published as Jonsonus Virbius after

s thet Jonson®s faults were largely overlocked and that
mpoyaries jolned in deing homsge to one whom they recognized
Koong the suthors who comizibuted to the collesction were
Becumont, Hewldwe, Henry Coventry, Bdmund ¥

nd Bicherd Browe, all of whem have come down

Jobn Ford, George Deniel, s
ot wribers of the poriodss

ws should be the epligran, Robert Herrick's

Hore lyes Johwson [sic] with the rest
Of the Poobs; but the Best.

Beader, wotdst thou more have kuownt
Aske his Story, not his ﬁtmi

Thet w41l speake what this gan't tell

In eddition to Jonscmms ¥irbius, meuy other epigrams wers written

on Jonson, meluly in the same vein. iany en enthusisstic poet advige
sems younger writer bo use the learned Ben ss s model. Through the fifties
his praises combimue
valgerity.

With the

ed, although the Puritens found osuse to barate his

i setivity in thestrical ciroles Pollowing the
Restoration, Jonson's plays were mmch in demand., Pspys reported in his

22

* 1p1a., pa 200,



660, "My letbters tell me . » » <that the two dukes do haunt

the Park mm., and thet they were et a play, Madome ‘%ﬁ,mmg the obthey
W*u%

general the tone of the sllusions following the Restorabio
favoradle. Howewer, it is essy to see that eash yesy dimmed hie memory

1072 Gewrge Villfers strikes o samewhet hersher uote by myizsg, *1 despise
o8

Just o lithle move and brought forth more wothors for oosps

your Johnsen sic and Besumont, that borrowd 811 they writ fron asture.
' In 1863, eppeared sn allusion by Dryden, which conformed more mesrly
 to modern erttionl stendsrds, Wherees previous sllusious hed been of

ble, W&Ww; or merely historicsl,

three genersl types, memely, favors
od souo logicel views, pointing cut good and bad

. Dryden Pirst ;& CHRen
olemorts ﬂ&‘ Jonson's works end ressoms for his opinions. In his ’auuaim
and Jovsen were the wittiest writers

"z,'m‘iwﬁ thet Fletoher

in hi&%ma m t‘alilwﬁ.@ W he said -mm ir ﬁ’}.&ww and Jonson |

“have mtmit all other men, *lis wi'&h the drops fram Smmw*a pon S8
In lﬁ&ﬁ Dryden in h:'w %aay of Dramatic Poeay® referred *ho Jonson |

as*&hﬂgmmmaﬁ’km lsst spges Inﬂmsmmmy;tmmi&ﬁeé

Bertholowew Feir is the lowest kind of comedy, and Jomson®s wit was net

extraordimary, but that in judgment he was auwbﬁgg

25 Jbvid., pe Rls
e %ﬁi pe 3724
i Toidsy pe RV
*o Ibids, ps 381s
29 Tuide, po 340.




minded oriticism seomad mszmimzt to arouse many |

writers to defend the grwt: Jonsons For jngtanocs Sarmel Bubler smid
about 1680

He (Dryden) complaynd of B, Johuson
for stealing 40 sesanss out of Flaptus.
Set & Thief to finde out a Thief, 0

‘While meny words were used im the last quarter of the century to

ing reelly new was sald. Meny extravagant terms were
used to deseribe his style and sbilities. A imdfestion of the popularity
of his works followling the Restorstion is found in an ‘2llusion to a title
pege in 1692: |
ihe Works of Ben Jonson,
+  Vhich were fomerly Printed in

- Two Volumes, are now Reprinted
in @E!&Gtﬁ}‘

The Jonson Allusion-Book hes & bobtal of 900 allusions to Jonson,

ast which 375 are favorsbls, 125 ars wnfaverable, snd 400 are incidental

or historiesal.

% ﬁ)id., Pe 398,
;bidnp P mu



Of these military perfoarmemces, the direction is underteken by
Epieene, the writer of ‘Hemeirs from the Hediterrsnesn,* who, by
the help of same artificisl polsons conveyed by swells, has within
those few wesks brought many persoms of both sexes to sn untirely
fate; end, what is meore surprising, hes, contrary to her pro-
fegsion, with the same odours, revived o Emra who had long sinoce
baaxi drowned in the whirlpools of lsthe.

JOBEPH ADDISON, 171}

_ The morality of this littls slub &5 guarded by euch wholesome
laws snd Penalties, thet I question not btut my R@n&m‘ will be es
well plessed with them, as he m%d have been with the Leges
Conviveles of Ben Jolmmon « » » »

JOSEPH ADDISON, 1711

A men of your Reading must lmow thet Abel Drugger gained
great applsuse by it in the Time of Benm Jonsem.®

1 Tomple sm, editor, The Prose %wkw 0f Jonethen Swift D. D,
(fondom: Gesrge Bell, axd Sous, Loudon, s 1%, Pe 1

® mvid., p. 104



JOSEPH ADDISON, 171l

The old 'Somng of Chovy-Ghase™ is the faveurite Bellad of the
copmon People of England: and Ben Johnson used to say he had
rather heve been the suther of it tham ef all his worke.®

JOSEPH ADDISON, 1711

It is also said, thet they cbmerve the Law in Ben Johnsen's
Club, which erders the Fire to be slways kept in {focus perennis
estn) as woll for the Vouvenience of %@m their Pipes, as
. %o cure the Dempness of the Club~Room.

1 cannot betber elese thiz ¥orel, thanr by a short Epitaph
written by Ben Johnsom, with a Spirit which nothing could
inspire but sn Object es I have heen deseribing:

"Underneath this Stone doth lye

As much Virtuve as eou'd dles
Which when slive did Vigour give
To as much Beauty as cou®d live,*8

JOSEPH ADDISON, 1712

e = o oihen I sm commending ¥Wilks for representing the tender-
negs of s husband end a father .’m ﬁsabeﬁh, the contrition of &
reformed predigsl in Herry the vin ﬁm&m ng %ﬁm‘u tg a
¥ man of geod neture and wealth gtﬂu L)
wﬁmm of em artful servant in the Fox; : *’m
Wilks, I talk to ell ﬁm world who are angaged im eny . of thoae
ciroumstances.”?

* mia., p. 264,

5 Ibide, pe 274
€ 1pid., pe 124.
7 Ibid., v, ps 2004

10
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JOSEPH ADDISON, 1712

In short, he sdded and curtailed in such v Manner that he wexed
me; insomuch that I could not forbear thinking, (what, I eonfess,
I ought not Yo bave thought of in so holy s Place) that this youmg
Spark was ss justly blameable as Bulleck or Pamth'&aa when they
mond a noble play of Shakespesre or Jehmsen sic

RICHARD STERLE, 1712

The soens between Fulvie and wfim, in the second fot of
Johnson's [aid] mﬁm . is sn execellent Ploture of Power of

s lady ower her

EICHARD STEELIE, 1712

Ben Jonsea, as I remept

mmaf‘miw, in cne of his
Comedies, sduire the ﬁaawrm ‘@'am m’ the bold English, who
It ont ﬁmir Tives to all Enom

c 3

FOHTATIAY $W,@ 1?14

Yours, ste. 11
iy bumble service to Dame Pliamb.” -

A Ie't;'kar of Svwift's to Enightly Chetwode, Apparently Swift is
g the wiﬁ.w of Jonson®s &Iamt to &h

5% ‘.‘-‘54 Wifﬂ’v

8 Thid., vit, p. 284
® pid., po 156
0 tbid., pe 199,

1 ¢, Biringbon Ball, sditar, The Corrospondeno of Johmathen
Mﬁ I}Q n‘g gmﬂﬂ‘ Ge Ball lnd Wg X ' » ﬂ, Pw ?Mm




« 1T32

Desoribed, i‘h‘ﬁ thoet Defined would you 7t howe
Then the werld®s homest man’s msmnt knaves

These two limes fram Bon me wore used a8 & text by Johnathaw
Swift for sa esssy entitled, “A Descriptism of Yhat the Vorld Calls

© Disoretion.

ANDEN ‘m%,“ 3.?35

Pope sumsed himself on ome ossasion by drawing up rether definite

11&'&5 of writers whose ssnotion might be regurded sg rendering words

sorrest.' In telking over the design for a diotiowsry thet might
%m wthw%atiw for our English writers, ¥r. Pope rejected Sir
Wslter Raleizh twice, as too effected. =~ The list for prose authors
from whoss works such 2 dictlomery should de collecked was talked
over several times, and gulte settlsd. There were sighlean of them
named by ¥r. Pope, but four of that mmber 3Ben Jonson, LiEstrange,
Congrene and Vanbrugh were named mﬁ e suthorities for femilier
dislognes and writings aﬁ thet xs.w.

+

& & » gm Shekespeors 1@@&&% of these (tmi’biw of time,
place, and sctien) or 4id he consoiously choose to discbey them?
m&ayﬁmwwmmﬁmm latber wns the 0888. » « »
7s it likely that the greatest drametlioc gamzm of th:la time shonld
?mm been ignorsnt of whet rmet have been disoussed by every play-
. whon he wes in the habit of weebting ﬂaﬁy? Lould the

imm rﬁmd of Eaa Jﬁmm haves besn W@W&W with Ben

12 m:ia Seatk. sditor, The Prose Works of Johnathen Swift D.D.
{london: George Sell, snd 3):. I8567, 115, pe 200s

1 Austin Werren, Alexander Po a8 Critic and Humandat,
{Privncobon, H. J.3 PrinseTon UnL 'wri?% B8y . @'}?p.

4

M‘ » Do 1%1,
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ALEXAMDIR POPE

. » » « Befors YBen Jm@m, getting possession of the 8
ool £ - ‘ “ w ’
bromght eritical leerning imte vogue,® not only the commen &
audience hed no notiom of the rules of eriting, mt few eves
fyf' the better sart piqued t!wzawalwg upon any grest degree of
¥noulsdge or nicety thet ways « » o+ .

RLEEANDER POPE

s+ + « « But whether Shakespe re vead thess sources in the originsl
or not, whether he had langusges or only reading Pope thinks the
common opinion of his (Shakespesre's} want of lsarning proceeded
not from eny proof but from the masertions of sctors and others who
thonght it redounded to Shakespesre's oredit by enhencing his
foriginelity' and neatural genins, or who wanted t neet antithesis
between Jonson and Shekespeare snd Yendsavored to exalt the one
at the expense of the other. It is sver the mature of parties to
be in extremes; end nothing is so¢ probable as that bescsuse Ben
Jongon had much the more learaing 1t %a snid on the une hand that
Shakespeere had none &b 8l1l. s « o »!

ALEXATIDER POPE

v

It mey be sdded, that pot only the comron sudlence had no notlon
of the rules of writing, but few ewen of the better sort pigued them
selves upon eny great degreo of knowlsdge or nicety that way; i1l
fen Jonson, getting possession of the stage, brought eritical
lesrning inte vogue. And that this was not done without difficulty,
mey sppear from those frequent lessons {and, indeed, almost declama-
tiops | which he wes forced to prefix to his first plays, snd put into
the months of his setors, the Orex, Chorus, 500., 10 remows the
projudices, and inform the judgment of his heerers. 'Till the:n, our
suthors hed no thoughts of writing on the model of the sivlents: their
Sragedies wore ouly histories in dlalogue; end their Comedies followed
the thresd of any novel ag they found 1%, m jess implieitly then if
5t hed been true history.)

15 Ihwv, Pra 1424
16 rpid., pe 147

17 lwin Thitwell and tillisn John Uowrthope, The Lorks of
Alexander Pope (London: John Murray, 1866}, %a Do BiTs
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ALEXANDER POPE

. I s inclined to think thie opinion procseded originally from the
soel of the perbizoms of our suthore, Shaksspoars and Ben gmm.
they endeavoured to exalt the one st the expense of the other. It
is ever mature of parties to be in extremes; and nothing is so
probable sz that because Bem Jonson had much the more learning, 1t
-was uaid on the one hand thet Shakespeare had none st alls and
because Shakespeaye had mmach the most wit and fanoy, it was retarted
on the other, that Jonson wanbed bothe BDoonuse Shakespesrs borrowed
nothing, it wes said that Besn Jonsonm borrowed sverything. Because

 Jonson ¢id not write extempore, he wes reprosched with being & yosr

with every piece; snd because Shekespears wrote wlith esse and
rapldity, they eried, he neover once made & bleb. May, the epirit
of gpposition ran so high, that whetever these of the one side
objected 4o the olhwer, was teken at the robound, and turned intn
praises; as isjudiciously ss their atlegonists before had made them
»bjmﬁms

Poole are always afraid a&‘@mx but sure they have as much reason
%o be afrsid of admiration, They are Seylla and Cherybdis of asuthorss
k&m& who umpe ame, often fall by bhe other. Pessimum gonus
i orum Iaunde m, m‘;a Teoituss azaxi ?irgil daaims tu WORY @

:3- uiﬁg placitum wmm:, : »m_ ne vati noceet,

e:‘imr sm;a, I enmast help thin’zwg thws two groeat pw%;s mm gooﬂ.
fyiends, snd 1{ved on smiosble terms, and in offices of society with
each others. It is an scknowledged fact, that Ben Jonson was intro-
guoed upon the stage, sud his first works encoursged by Shakespeare.
And afber his death that author writes to the Memory of his beleved
Hr,Filltem mﬁma o which shows as if the friendship had continued

~ : agmot for my owa pert find snything invidious or
awin,g in these W* but wonder Hrs Dryden was of that opinion.
He axalts him not only ebove all his santemporeries, but above
Chevosr and Spencer, whom he will net allow to be great enough to be
ronked with hing end challenges the names of Sophoeles, Buripides,
and AEschylus, nay, sll Greece and Bome st onoe, to squel himy emd
{whish is wvery pertioular) expressly vindicates him from the imputetion
of wanting srt, not enduring thet sll his excellencies should be
- attributed to meture. It is remerkeble too, thet the praiss he gives
him in his *Discoveries' seems to proceed from a personal Lindress;

he tolles ue thet he lov'd the mem, as well ss honeured his memory;

ml&mm the honesty, opermess, and frankness of his temper; and
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only distinguishes, ss he reasonsbly ought, botweon the resl merit
of the author, and the silly derogatory epplsuse of the playere.
Ben Jonson might indeed be sparing in his commendations (though

pertainly he is not so in this mﬁam}ﬁ partly from his owm




HAPTER IIT

MUEL JOHESON 70 WILLIAM GIFFORD

Then Jonson eame, inmstruoted from the school

To plesse in methed, and invent by rule;

Hie studious patienve, sed laboricus ard,

By regular apwmah* essey®d the heert.

Cold spprobetion gave the liagering bayss

For those whe duwrst not censure, scerce could praise,
& mortel born, he met the genersl doom,

But left, like Egypb's kings, & lssting boub.t

EDMUND BUREE, 1747-8

Ben Jouson of sll the semic writers the only ome in whem
unite all the graces of true Comedy without the monstrous
blemishes thet ‘stein and disligure the merits of others, Had
this man lived in the times of Grecian learning he might have
stood up for the leurel ageins't the most sxoellent of them,
but his writings instead mi‘ doing honour to our age, will
always be s proof of its degenerssy that could neglest such
delieious femsts &s his impgy muge has provided for ug, to
feed on the gerbege of vile and uninstructed suthors.

1 Joseph Epes Brown, The Critieal Opinious of Samuel Johnsom
{Prinseton; Princeton Univeraity Press, 1926), pps Séke

Po T Smmmels, The Barly Life Corrvespondence and Writings of
Edmumd w&.‘(emmaée‘*‘%imr 51ty Dress, 1925), Ds 160w
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JOUN WILKES, 1763

Your Lordship loves the stage, so does My, Murphy. let me
entreat your Lordship te assist your friemd in perfesting the
weni Soenss of this Traged;; end fron thss orude lsbours of
Ben Jonson and others, to give us a complete play. It is the
wernest wish of my heert that the Barl of Bube may speedily
complest the story of Roger Mortimer.® ’

JAMMS BOSWELL, 1766

#% the leter end of 1£:0 Ben Jonson went on foob to visit
Drummond, His adveniures in this jouwrsey he wrought into &
poEm mgt thet copy with meny other pleces, wes socldmbelly

5 b $ -

JAMES BOSVELL, 1769

In the Garrick Corres, i. i85, there ig e letter from
¥rs. Hontagu to Garrick, which shows the ridiculous way in
which Shakespears was ofbten patronized last cembury, and
throught into notlce.? irs. lontsgu is & little jeelous for
poor Shakespeare and says if Ypr. farrick often sots Kitely,
Ben Jonson will sclipse his fame." '

}

SAMES BOSWULL, 1774

late to dinver becsuse young lr. Tytler brought essey he hed
written to Johnson to reads o » » sbubt I would by no meons lose
the plesgure of seving ny friend st Hewthornden ~- of seoing
Sam Johnson at the spot where Ben Jonson visited the learned and
postical Drumsond,

¥ George Birkbesk Hili, sditer, Beswell's Life of Johnson
(oxford; Clerendon Press, 1834), ili, p. S4le

4

Thide, ¥» Do 4604
5 Ibi'd&p ii&g plr 923



Ve survoyed Raslim Castle, . » = o3 #nd I s8]l the while
Rere Ben in ny wind, and was pleased te think that % h%ﬁ place
was now visited by snother wlamm wit of Eag}md

SWELL, 1774

?n &% we ome the !ahlm%&k of Seldon, the conversstion
otmaen B on sod Drummond of Hewthornden, Spenosts
sdotas M?m,mﬁabm mlmhla remains in our owm

The sister at the Spesk House looked
the Alehemigt then anything 2186."

pYHons, 1783

Ben Jonson wrote Leges Convivales thst were Yengraven in
warble over the ohimmey in the &pﬁn%af the 01d Devil Taversn,
Pemple Bory that being his Club Roums

» W, €, Chepman, sditer, 5&&2&@& and Boswall; Tour to the
Hebrides (Oxford: Oxford Tutversity Pross, 1004), pe £8s

7 map, pe &42.

8
Jobraoxn (U

Moses Tyson, The French Journals of Mra. Thrale and I}wtor
inachoster: The lanchester Umiversity Press, 1942), D» B8s

9 George Birkbeck mn, editod, Bom:u*s Life of Johnson
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1934), 1v, ps 5
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Juoth Ben to Tom, the lover's stole,
*7is Shakespesre's eviry word;

Indesd ssys Tom, upom the whole,
iz much too good for Ford.

Thus Ben sod Tom the desd still praise,
The lving to deory;

For some must dere to weer the bays,
7131 Ben and Tom both die.

Bven Aven's swan oould nmot escepe
Thess letter~tyrant elves;

They on hiz fame contriv'd s rape,
To reise then pedent selves.

But after times, with full consent,

m« truth will all scknowledges
hekespesre and Ford from hesven wers sent,
w& Ben and Tom from wnegeim

1 George Stevens, "The Plays of S?m&mmm; The Britlsh

Critic (loodems Ford and Rivingtom, 1793), ¥ol. I, Mey, 1703, pp. 126-7.



SAMUEL TAYIOR COLERTDGE, 1B10

It would be samsing to collech out of our drammbists from
Elisebeth to Charles I proof of the memers of the times, Ome
striking symptom of gemeral coarseness of mennsrs, which may
co~exist with greast refinement of morsis, as, slas! vice veraa,
is %o be seen in the very frequent sllusious to the olfactories
wiﬁa their most disgusting stimulsmts, end thess, o0, in the

GOl sbion of virtuous ladies, This would not appear so
brangs to ome who hed Veen un terms of familisrity with Sicilisn
and Italien women of yamk: 2nd bad sm they may, too meny of them,
Wmm,mﬁﬁw%mﬁmt%mmgrmmﬁﬁtmh
language has impressed meny an Englistman of the present era
with far darker w&iﬁm than the same languuge wounld hawe
produced in the minds of one of Elizabeth's or Jemes' courtiers.
‘ﬂ%m who have yoad Bhekespears only, complain of occasionsl)
grossuese in his plsys; bul ocmpare him with his vontemporsries,
and 'bhs ineviteble vomviction is that of exquisite purity of
his imsgination,

The observation I have prefized to the Volpeme is the key
to the feimt interest which these noble efforts of intellectual
pmr omi‘be, with the exgeption of the fragment of the Sad '

wpherds beceuss in that piece only is thers sny sharaster
with whom :;m ean morsily syspathisze. On the pther hand,
Heasure for Messurs is the only phy of Shakespears's in which
there are WE Same one or more cherse bors, generally many,
when you follow with aﬁamﬁmﬁm feelings For I coufess that
Isebelle, of all Shukespesrc's female oherspters, pleases me
the best; &MWﬁ‘m’%@mim indeed the only one of
his gemine worke, whieh if paimfnl to mes

let me not conclude this remerk, however, without a thankful
ledgmewt to the names of Ben Jonsom, that the more I study

his m'itim I the more sdmire them; end the more my study of
him resembles that of an sncient classic, in the minutise of his
rhytim, mm, cholee of words, forms of conneotion, and so faxth.
the more mmercus heve the peints of ny sdmiration become. I
mey add, 'haa. that both the gtudy end the edmirstion sammot bub
be disinterested, for to expect therefrom any adventage to the
present drams would be ignorsnee. The lstter is utterly heter-
ogensous from the drame of the Shakespearian sge, with a diverse

20



object and the sentrsry prineipls. The one wes to present &
model by inibationm of real 1ife, tabing from resl 1ife all that
in it which ceght to be, and supplying the repsty == the other is
to copy what is, and es it is, -~ ot bost & tolersble but most
fwmt:{y & himﬂ@img fmp}[; In the fermer the differcuce
essentisa ement; in the latter em imvoluntemry defect,
smwmﬁkﬁs%r&nga i o tale in danoe were simouncsd,
mmlwmaiém&ukmwaﬂz ~- and yet such iz modern

GOETT o«

Coleridge follows with s dissussion of wa’i ¥en Out a&* m&
‘b, Gaﬂlim,

Bumour, Poctaster, Sejewus, Volpo
Fsi&‘, ’ﬂm Devil Is An has, The ﬂm&* of m,. m& The

Hew Ian, but the pre ding guotetion seems & mi‘i‘isimﬁ ‘reflsction of

Complete Yorks of szﬂ. Taylor

. G. T, Shedd, aditor Thﬁ .
o e 8 » 8, T &m’ .

toleridge, (¥ew York: Herper snd Bre

* e
------



SAMUEL 'PAYLOR COLERIDGB, 1811

s s ¢ <0r the word contempordries may moan those whose
compositions were soutemporsnesus in such a sense as to pre-
clude 2ll 1iklihood of the ome having borrowed fram the others
In the labtter sense, I should sall Den Jossop s contemporary
of Shakespesre, though he long survived himm%

SAMUEL TAYIOR COLERIDGE, 16872

I 2m inolined to oconsider The Fox as the grestest of m§
Jomson's workss But his smeller warks sre Pull of poetry. S

SAMURL TAYLOR COLERIDGE, 1822

In Ben Jousom you have su intense snd burning art. Some of
his plots, thet of the Alehymisb, for exswple, nre perfect,
Bon Jomson and Besumont a oher would, if united, have

made & great drawatist indeed, und yei not have come neer
Shekespeare; but no doubt Ben Jonson was the groage + men

after Shokespesre in thet age of drsmetic genius.™

QEORGE BIRKEECK HILL, 1812

Chorles Enight, desoribisg e welk in 1812 from Couvent Garden
to Pimliceo, says: = ‘Wo make o way to Chering Cross, devieting
s little from he ususl route, Whet I mey see how sams of the
orthy electors of Vesimlalster ave lodged and fed. Ve sre in the
slleys known in tho time of Ben Joasoa a8 the Dermadss bub since
oalled the Caribbec Islends. « « Cloge at hand is Porridge Islsad, 4.
then famous for cook-shops, 8 in the middle of the previous pentury.'

12 M&‘ P 252.
13 1hid., 1V, pe 287

14 Thide, IV, ps 528

16 Goorge Birkbeok Hill, sditor, Johnsonian Mscsllentos
(Oxfords Clarendon Press, 1897), I, pe 2104
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GEORGE BIRKBECK HILL, 1812

And each true Briten iz o Den so oivil,
He sweers the Muses met hinm st the Devil,l®

VARUS URBANW, 1834 |

Jonsan's and Deckerts [siﬁ:] quarrels were quarrsls from
p@muml wotives, the smme as Hohhasts qmgwla with Dre Wallis,
Camden and Brooke, Mertis and ‘sr-Prelabe.”

From the state of the Sale of two Libraries st Bdimburgh

(tlmm ai‘ ime seoond Duke of Quoensberry, and the last lr,. Hunter),
axbravaganes of the black-lebber-menis eppenrs to be somewhet

on the wane, Among the Dukets books, which it is probable were
aollected Por him libwsry by Gay, who was twhw in the family,
were mony of grest ouriesity snd searesncas, and yebt we do not
find the prieces they sold at extrevegsnts. 4 very {ine *Xing's
Tele Eu;mi’ brought 16 1.; and King Jemes*s Exeroises, given
probebly by Ben Jonsom to the Duke, as hia: well imowm sutograph
appears on the title-page, sold far 44 1,28

18
Ibids, pe 435,
7 Sylvamus Urbsn, "Review of lew Publicetions,.” Gentlemean's
Hegaging, 84: 360, April, 184.

18 “mﬁerw Z:nt:alngmw." Gontlemsn's lngsgine, 84: 40,
Jaxmary, 18)s
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I% would be essy te find the porallel of these aucoossive
wrﬁ.mﬁm m nodern times, ami pm.’amlarly smong our e
£ A% e pnee a@ the ape af ?m'im.ﬁs

.o s ey fw the sorrectness
on's testimony; and "sm*iy ﬁen mlﬁ mmly w have
somplimented the srtist.ow

19 ﬁharlas Eiton, “"Specimens of Classical Poets from Homer to
m:phaﬁm Gontleman's Hagasine, 85: 53, Janusyy, 1815«

%0 e Bs &mmr* Rene Bust of Bhakegpesre ab Stratford,”
ﬁeﬁtmfs %im@. 85s 5, January, 18158

1145 3



CHAPTER IV
FROY VILLIAM GIFFORD TO ALGERWONW STINBURNE
wILLIAY GIFFORD, E6Q., 1818

Si- e its Firet publieaiion in 1816, Giffordts biography of Jonson
has been _he stasdard work of reforence to which all subsequent writers on
the subject scomsr or later admit a debt.

Gifford seys in his opening parsgraph that the reader mmst prepare to
see meny of his prejudices owerthroum, +o hear thet he has buen imposed upon
by the grossesi fabriestious.

‘0 follows with e blographioal sccount whieh tskes Jonson through
childhood, young menhood and service in Holland, entry into the theatre,
evd cerscr in the field of latiers.

Through neerly 250 pages gifford hes toiled incessantly Lo prasent

Jonsom in & heroic light. ie tokes issue with everyone who had pnything

deropatory te say sbout his subject, The book is worked out in suoh

$00inilesins] deteil that it cen be spprecisted emly by reading.t

ATETYIOUS , 1816

4 veview of Gifford's She ‘'orks of Ben Jonson, highly cocplimentery

to Ten and to Gifford, sppears in the British Critic. i fford, the author
gsys, porheps wes tod vitriolic in his demmeiation of Beu's snemies, apd

Dru ond wes s dealer in gooond~hand gossips

s fPord had plsced Jonsoen on u 1ofey height, tub the writer dissgrees,
se_Ang, and it ia important, that of Ben's sixteen plays not & one epuld be
Pound on the stage 8t that vime (1816). "The gﬁlmn mnmn is, ‘he says,
trenson 18 c_ﬁgmgm o the gmwm'ﬁ..“ iHs is oloset drams, Selwrus and
Latiline ere mosterpieces of translation pnd Romen history.
1 :«11;““ GLfford, HOUKE of Ben donson, {Bickers and 50, London,
1675, pe Xxhie '

@ wopks of Ben Jonsens” Ihe aritish Critic, 41: 280-59,

s @& & ¥y

Juls,, 1816.



26
WILLIAM HAZLITT, 1812

In & series of five lestures om "The Age of Elizabeth," Haslitt
refers to Ben Jonson many times as follews:

*ﬁ0‘#’?*@0#*%‘“#:0!‘%‘l&ﬁ‘ﬂi‘”ﬁ*‘ii

Jonson is ome of the gresbsst men in the grestest age for great

B W % % B W & B B 8 K # B T ¥ £ T 4 RS E S5 &N % K TR

Tebater, Dekker, Marston, Yarlow, Chapman, Heywood, Middleton,
and B.awlay wore Jonson's chilef riwals.

f‘mugs»»m*‘lnmqiwv*m»aoivwlvﬂitﬂii*
e s « «Bon Jonson's tragedies of Cetiline and Sejanus may

themselves be gousidered as '1&1-‘31 trapsletions inte verse of
Tagitus, snd Cicers's Orstions in his consulship.

Jﬁ‘n‘“wt‘mlOi’f‘l#ﬂ-i‘“ﬂl#'ﬂ"l‘i’*!‘@?*!*“

e » » oThe names of Ben Jonson, for instance Messinger, Beavmont
and Pletoher, sre slmost, though not quite, a8 fomilisr to us, as that
‘of Shakespeere; and their works 84111 keep regular possession of the
stage.

.s-ngu‘-n..g.g-g;mwanw:!wiu‘#uagmf#*‘?

Ben Jansen tried to wercowe the difficulty by the farce of learn=
ing and study, and theught e gain his end by persisting in errory but
he only made metkers worses for his olowns and coxcombs {if we except
Bobadil), ere the most ipcorrigible and insufferable of all others.

»v#vuw«nw«m#itanuwhmu»w&is:&r&a'swﬁ

He (isrston) wes first on terme of rest intimsey, snd afber-
werds st open war with Ben Jonson.
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& % H & ¢ X ¢ F & B % X B F & G % S & ¥ w > ¥ ¥ 5 B W & & B

After Jonsen got out of jeil he gave a party, His mother (more
amma then Briton) drsuk with then, showing him poison she had intended
o give him if his sentence had been executod.

W W ® W N & W B W o B % P % oW B OB R o W os & W K& R

Ben Jouson's serious productions are, in my opinion, superier to
his comio opes. Vhat he does, is the result of streng sense end painful
industry; but sense and industry sgres better with the greve and severs,
than with the light and pay productionms of *bha Huse. tHim plays wers
work,' as somsons said of them, "while other's works were plays.' ZThe
observation had less of compliment than truth in its ,

-Wﬁ-ﬂﬂﬁlﬁiitﬂmitti*'ktﬁ’iili“v-ﬁﬁ"qi&

Two of the moet mﬁml pussages in Bem Jouson, ars the desoription

- of Beho in Cynthia®s ‘ﬁsmln. and the fine compsrison of the mind to e
temple in the Wew Imn; & pley whioch, on the whole, however, I cen read

withmpaﬁem. .
B o B e w e B oW oW R B E G T R E RSB HE KRN T NN

Bon Jonson's detached poedtry I ﬁk@ mmxch, &8 indoed I do all aboutb
him, except whem he degraded himself h@r tthe laborions follery! of am
of his Taroial Mmmn, which he could not deal with spertively, and

pedas bie, I have been blemed for what I have said,
more thsa omoe, in disperagement of Jen Jonson's eamioc bumours but I
think he was ki:melr aware ei‘ his infirmity, and hes (not improbably)
alluded to it in & speech of Crites inm Cymthiats Revels,

5

10h, how dispised end base m thing is man.

4

AJ. R, Waller and Arnold Glover, The Golleoted Works of
Filliem Hezlitt (London: J. Y, Dent, 18027, V, Dps 175-000s




WILLIAM BAZLITZ, 1816

DOSSTTL

: 1 of Bem Jomsen thet he peiwmbed net so
® RS 1 menners, not the charasters of men,
e, thet is to say, poouliarities of phrases, modes

- arens, gesture, obes, whinh beconing obeolete, nnd being thuma~
selves altogether arbitrary and fentestioal, heve beooms unintelligible

Brainstorn is = pertieulsrly dry obetruse charsctor. Ve meither
imow his business nor his mobives; hie plots ere es intrioate as they
are ussless, and as the ignoranee of those he imposes upon is wonderful.
This is the impression in resding it. Yebt from the bustle and activity
of this oharscber on the stage, the change of dress, the veriety of
affected tonse and gypsy jergoes, snd the limping diatwfwd geatures,
it is a very amusing exhibition ss Jir. Munden pleys it.

(An essay oonverning & view of the public stage on Every Manm In

o

ggw. firet appearing in The London Exemiser June 9, 1816.)

WILLIAM HAZLITT, 1816

s « o «Ths sceount given by Sehlegel, of the combemporaries end
$mmediate successars of Shakespesy is good, though it might have been
betbor. That of Ben Jonson is partienlerly happy. UHe mays, that he
desoribed mot oherssters, but *humours,' that is, partiouler modee of
exprossion, dress snd behavieur in fashion at the time, whioh have
since beoems cbsolete, and the imitetion of them dry and unintelligible.
The finsst thing in Ben Jomson {not that it is by any means the omly
one), is the soens between Bngy%gaygg &piwg Harmon, ﬁrw:@ the
latber proves his possession of ilesepherts stone,
display of the r&algzn, luxaries and plessures he is to derive fram it;
and, by s happy perversion of logle, sebisfies himself, though not his
heever, of the existense of the ocause, by a sirong imagination of the
effeets which are to follow from 1%,5

% Ibid., viid, po 89

§ vid., x, ppe 207-118,



WILLIAM BAZIIYY, 1616

s » » olhe firvet inferencs is by mo means in

nough I thivk that the anuwaf DANNATE WWM#;:
fuahmmb.‘le ommedies was o direst tramsoript of the mamers w
the oourt et thet tdme, or in the perled imsediately sding,
yot the ssme grossuess of expression and allusion exisbed &m
before, as in the plays of Shakespesre and Bea Jonson, whem there
weas pot this grosspess of msunors, and it hes of labe years bosn
gradually refined.S

o » » sTithout weiting for the fime} awerd, or gradusl oblivien
of slow-revolving sges, we uey be bold bo say of our wribers for
the atage, during the m&mwwwm.mmw
reporbed to have miﬂ of Den Jonmon's songwh dvisedly, "What
trash sre their works, tsken sltogether.?

waw&mﬁﬂwm b of :
often to heve lnterfered with thaa Wm of them, a8 the sight
beoomes blind with teers. A dull, waterish vepour cleuds the sepect
of his yhilmwh@ml poetry, like thet Wi@m gloom which he hes
desoribed, as hanglng over the Medusa's Heed of Lsm&a do Vinei.
The metye of this pm, ﬁm. will not be plessing w Wm
Tt 48 in the sntigue teste of the rhyming parts of Beaumou
Pleteher end Bem Jomson =~ blanmk verse in its m@mmwm
Plew, falling into rhymes that appesr albogether sooidental = W
solloquisl in the diction -~ snd sowetires sufficiently prosaisve

a ’
7 uid., vidi, p. 416,

B xblda' pn 2611



WILLEAM

¥t s wurious to whel s degres persous, brought up in cerbain
m@aﬁm in a8 great oliy, are shut up ﬁmuwﬁg@ﬁw of the
mm¢ snd earry their sinplicity to a pitoh of usheard-of
extravegenee, Loundon s the only place inm which the ohild grows
sorpletely up inte the men. I heve lmowm charucbers of this
Kind, which in the wey of childish ignorsnce and self-plessing
axcosded enything to be met with in Shakespecr or Bem
Jenson, or the old comedy,”

WELLIAM HAZLITT, 1824

 w % « sBen Jomson divided our suffrages pretty equally. Some
- were efrald he would begin to traduce Shakespesre, who was nok
present to defend himself, *If he grows dlsagrocs ble,' it wes
whispersd aleud, *there is G-- can meteh him.' At length, his
rommwbio visit to Drusmond of Hewbhornden wes mentionsd, and
purned the seale in hie favore™

HOUS 4 1817

The Cobswold Gemes, imstitubed by Rebert Dover, asn atborney
Berbon on the Heath, wore of great solebrity in the reigns of
James I end Cherles I, DNen Jonson, Drayton, ond other poels of
het sge, wrobe verses on thoso gthistic exsreises, which verses
wore sollecbed in 1856, and published under %he neme of ‘isnalle
Dubrensis, "

xb&-é@u‘w vily Pe ’7&&

10 yu1g,, wils pr 3o
L . ,"liscellancous Remarks," Uentleman's Mages




: arndng abbained $%e senithe By
hudvevs, Donne, Ben Jonson, Purches, end lmwmersble stherg,
raised ite cheraoter, and spplied to it on every oveasion.”

BATHAN DRAXE, 1818

« v v it i, in short, to
we are indebited for the Nymphldia 2 b odfel
of Jonsen, the minmiatures of ¥letoher exd Browse, The Pull-length
portraita of Hewpriok, the sly mmggm of Gorbet, and the spirited
and ploturesque sketches of Milton.

JOHN KEATS, 1819

Pon Jonson was & cormon 8oldier and in the low oountries, in
the faoe of two amini& Pought s single eombat with a Fremoh

trooper and slew hime™

4th, The Band, This ernsment is so freque
slike worn by the Pleader of the lew, sod the ;
Gospels that I shall not atbempt to describe 1t, However, I would
observe, thet it is designuted as 'u palr of btands® by some porsoms;
but I oan only Pind the suthority of Bp. Taylor and Addisen for this
designation; whilst the term thand! is sanotioned by the names,
end mentiongd in the writings of Bom Jonsosm, Swift, Pope, Crebbe,
and others.*"

1% o o+ » »s"Apology for Puns " Mm&% wm, 88 223,
Sepbember, 1818,

15 yathan Drake, "Shekegpesre and His Tizes," Gentleman's
Mogesine, B8s 338, Ootober, 1818

14 yourice Buxbon Porman, The letters of John Xeats (Oxfords
Oxford University Pre.s, 1951), 4T, pe o

16 |, ., "on Clerical Dress." Guntlemen’s Usgasine, 891 598,




FONYHOUS, 1820

The names of Baoon, Coke, Bom Jmam, Sno

W m‘ t%';’.v.

in a dlsoussion of The Cese Is Altered, Lawh comperes the miser

Jaques to Yerlowe's Barbes. Texb says the passion for wealth hes
beoome quite commonp

lsce in his day,’’

J. B, WICHOLS, 1827

0f Jonson in perticulsr, the first poet of his age in the
estimation of his contemporaries, though Shakespeare has so much
ealipsod him in the opinion of posberity, s stendard editien wes
sertainly o grestdesideratun. The impartial resder must peruse
with delight snd admiration the able snd conviuoing rindieation
of the Poet's persomal charsober, which is contained in the 307
introductory pages. The folly end the falschood dlsplayed by the
anemies? of Jonson, - by those prineipslly whe have pondered to
Plaiter the popular deificetion of Shekespeare ly saerificing el
his alar every smbhor who could possibly be brought imbo
eomparison with him,--no writer gould heve so mmwlgm
thoroughly exposed, as the author of Bavied snd Meeviasd, ™™

38 v » » og"Marrisge Articles of Charles I." Gentlomants
Hagaging, 127¢ 113, June, 1820

7 Phe Vorks of Cherles Lamb, Hew edition, (New Yorks A Co
Armstrong snd Son, 1986), 1Vs P TTo.

18 "ygemodr of Willism Gifford, Beq.,” Gentlemen's Mage 23]
(J. B, Wichols, Cieero's Head, 25 Parlisment §T., vestainister),
87 111, February, 1827,
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ARONYHOUS, 1828

» » » sBen Jonson hes given us a ourious epltowe of these revels
im his Hssque of Christmas, whore he hes personified the seapon and
ite attributes. The characters introdueed in his farce are Misrule,
Caral, Nince Pie, Gamboll, Post and Peir, Hew Yesr's 6ift, Mumning,
Tassall offering, and Babie Cache.*® ”

WALTER C. DENBY, 1828

At Sweins, in this parish, tradition informs s thet Ben Jomson
resided, snd one of the rooms ig dencminsted his study. Here we
may soppose some of his drametic works were written although his
most brillient effusions were produsced under the excitement of
potations at the Devil tavern. At whet time he resided here is
umoertein, theugh probasbly it wee when he was released from prriwn.zo’

10RD MAGAULAY, 1827

The 1ittle movel of Belphegor is pleasantly conseived, and
plsesantly teld, But the %&mgﬁm& of the satire in some
nessures injures its sffect, Hnchiavelli was unhsppily merried;
and his wish to awenge his own cause and thet of his brethern in
misfortune, carried him beyond even the livense of fiotion. dJonson
seoms to have combined seme hints teken from this tale, with others
from Bosesecio, in the plet of The Devil is an Ass, s play which,
though not the most highly finiEhed of his mmg*&&!'t%gm, is perhaps
that whieh exhibits the stromgest proofs of geniug,.“*

® . o » ep Christnas Festivities,"” mfklnman*x &%&'ﬁg&m
{Londens J, B, Michols and Son, 1828), 88: 505, December, %ﬁﬁ Be

Q )
walter C. Denby, “Origival Commnications.” Gentlemants
legesine {(Londons Js Be Heholes end Son, 1828), June, ldz8.

21 Lord Mecaulay, The Complute Works of Lord Mecsulay {Londons
Longmen®s, Gren and Compaxy, T viL, Be Obs



LORD MACAULAY, 1837

e » » oBen Jonsom, & most unexceptionable judge, hes 4
Baoon's sloquence in words, which, ?thwg;h afﬁii gw, ﬁﬁgm
to be quoted again. There happened in my time one uoble spesker
who was full of gravity in his spesking. JHis language, where he
could spare or pass by a jest, wes nobly censorious. lo man over
spoke more nestly, more pressly, more weightily, er suffered loas
emptivess, less ldleness, in what he uttered. o member of him
speech but oonsisted of his own graces. His hesrers could mot
sough or look aside from him without loss. He commanded where he
spoke, and had his judges angry and pleased st his devotiom. Yo
men had their affectioms more in his power. The fesr of every man
thet heard him was lest he should make an end.! From the mentlom
which is made of jJudges, 1% gmm seen thet Jouson had heard
Bacoun only st the Bars » « » “

LORD MACAULAY, 1837

. « » oHere it was that, in Jemuary, 1620, he [Jonson gelebrated
his entrance imto his sixtieth year smidet s splendid ol ole of
friends. He had then exchanged the sppellation of Xeepsr for the
higher %itle of Chanvellor. Ben Jonson was ome of the party, sund
mrote on the ocossion some of the happiest of his rugged rhynes,
A1l things, he tells us, seemed %o smile sbout the old house,
%he fire, the wine, the men.' The spectacle of the ssccamplished
host, after ¢ life merked by ne groat dissgter, enterlag ou 2
green old age, in the enjoyment of richez, power, high honours,
wndiminished mental setivity, end vest 1iterary reputation, mede
a strong impression om the poet, if we msy judge Pfrom those well
known lines

"England®s high Chancellor, the destined heir,

In his sof't oredle, to his fetherts chair,

those eyen thread the Fates spin round and full

Out of their eholcest snd their whibtest wool, 143

22 Lord Macaulsy, % Gouplote Yorks of Lord
Longmaa's, Green snd Compeny, T g%f, i, ps Bi0s
23

Ibide, Pe 564



¥ LORD MACAULAY, 1837

¢ » « o'ly concedt of hiz [Becon) person,? says Ben Jomson very
finely, 'wes mever ineressed towsrds him by his plsee or honours
but I have and do revereuoe him for his greatmess that was onl
proper to himself; in thet he seesed to me ever, by his work, one
of the greatest mex and most worthy of ndmiration, that had been
‘in many ages, In his adversity I ever prayed %ﬁ God would give
him strengths for greatness he could mot wamt,!

LORD MACAULAY, 1843

4 lize wust be drswn, we conveive, hetwesn srtists of this olass,
and thoss poets and novelists whose skill lies in the exhibiting
of what Ben Jonson called humours, The words of Ben are so much to
the purpese thet we will quote thems :

*ihen some one peouller quality

Doth go possess s mwan, that it doth dresw

k11 his affects, his spirits, and his powers,

In their confluxions all to ruam one wey,

This mey be truly said to be a humour, 125

LORD VACAULAY, 1843

Ben Jounson was o great men, Hoole a wery smell man, But Hoele,
oming after Pope, had learned how to menufacture decasyllable
vorses, and poured them forth by thoussnds and ten thousends, s&ll
as well turnmed, s smooth, and as like eacl other as the blocks
which have pmssed through My, Brunslfs mill in the doekysrd at
Portemouth, Ben's heroie complets resemble blooks rudely hewn out
by en impractised hend with a blunt hatohet, Take a8 s specimen
his translation of s celebrated passege in the ABweid:

24 ‘ u
Lord Macaulay, Criticsl, Historiesl and lilscellaneous Hssays
New Yorl: Hurd and ﬁméhsmm, 1878), ¥, Vi, pe SO0,

28
Ibid,., pe 588,



*This child our psremt esrth, stirred wp with spite.
48 all the Gpds brought forth, emd, ss some wiﬁa,
She waa last sister of that glant rece
That sought to seale Jovets court, right swift of pace,
And ewifter far of wing, » moneter west
And dresdful, look, how many plumes are plaoed
- Um hey huge corpse, so meny weking eyes
Stick usderseath, and which may siranger rise
In the reporb, se meuy tongunes she woers.'

Compere with thess @mﬁ mizsshapen distiche t!m neat febric whioch
Hoole's mechine prodnoes in wnlimited sbundence, Ve teke the first
lines on which we open in his ve-siom of Zasso. They sre meither
betber nor worse than the resb:

0 thou, whoeler thou aprt, whose steps ers led,

" By coholoe or fate, these lonely shores te tread,
Hlo grester wonders sast or west sen boast
Thean yon smell fslend on the plessing coegts
If e'er thy sight would hlissful soones explo 5@
The eurrent pess, and sesk the further shore,~5

1EYGH HURT, 1848

Bunt gives e outting of Yolpome to illustrete his point that
though the greatest portion of Jomson's ocamic writimg is in prose, the
best pert is in verse, Ue adds that the humours of Jomson's characters
are a little everdemss thet these same overdone mwmours give the

26
Ibide, ps B34

&7 leigh Hamt, Wit end Huwor (Londonm: Smith, Elder, end Counpeuy,
3.%'2}) 2 De 138




~ LEIGH HUNT, 1846

If asked to give our opinicn of Ben Jumson's powers in general,
we should say he wes o poot of high ordsr, se far eg lenrning, feney,
and an abselute rage of wmbition, could conspive to make him onej
bub that he mever touched at the highest, exeept by vielemt efforts,
and during the grestest felisity of his cemse of suscess, The
materiel go predeminated in him over the spiritual, -~ the sensusl
over the sentimental,-- thet he wes more sooiel then loving, end

- for more wilful sud Leneiful then iweginative. Desiring the
strongest immediate effeet, rether them the best effect, he sube
served by wholesale im his comedies to the groseness snd commonw
plese of the very mmltitude whom he beotored; and in love with
whetgosver ‘he kunew or ubtbered, he set learning sbove feeling in
writing his tragedies, and wever kpew when to leswve off, whether
in tregedy, or ocomedy., His style is more clear and corveet them
impassioned, only rises above & serbein level st remarkable

inbervals, when he is hested by a semse of luxury or dominetiom,

He betrays whet was wesknsss in himself, and even = secret misgiving,
by incessant atbecks upom the wesknese and envy of others; and, in
his highest moods, instead of the healthy, sereus, snd good-natured
night of Shakespeare, hes zomething of e puffed and uneany pomp, &
biguess imstead of greatnoss, amslogous to his gross habit of body:
nor, when you think of him at any time, san you wel!l sepercte the

- jdes from thet of sssumisg scholar eand the flustered men of teverns.
But the wonder after all is, thet, heving such a superfectation of

art in him, he had still so much neture, snd thet the divine bully
of the old Emglish Parusssus oould be, whenever he chose ii, oms of

-~ the moet elegsst of men.”

28 Leigh Hunt, Men, Wouen, and Books (New York: Herper and
Brothers, 1875), i1, pe 207,




THOMAS CARLYLE, 1887

e « » #Did mot Bom Jouson, 3in his young herd 4 bear arme
very menfully se s privete soldado ‘b&mrﬁ%ﬂgﬁaxx, wi?ﬂ ﬁ;w writes
learned plays and court-mesks &s Poet Laureste, served manfully
with pike enl sword thore for his grost & dey with rations, And
once when o Spanish soldier came sirutbing forwerd between the
1ines, flourishing hie wespon, and defylng all persons in general,=-
Ben stept forth, es I hear; 'fonced thet braggart Spaniard, sinee
no other would do ity snd ended by splithing bim in two, ard go
silencing him,* Ben's war-truck, to judge by the gémri@h of hie
pen, must heve hed & wery dengerous stroke in it.

.

EDWIN P, WHIPPLS, 1859

In sa esssy deliversd as o leckure before the Lowell Imstitute

' and first primted im The Atlautic Memthly in 1867, Vhipple seys:

If Shakespesrs represents mankind, Ben s nomdstakebly
stands for English-kind. « « « sJonson represents John,
 Bullfs emergence 8§ sn individual.

hile we admit his elsinm to renk mext to Shakespeare mmoug
the drawetists of his age, we beg gur veaders to mderstand

G %)

thet we do it under intimidetion,™

FRARCIS CUNNINGHAM, 1874

Cunningham, who was the editor of the 1875 edition of Gifford’s

Tiopks of Ben Jomson, in a prefatary esssy laments that Gifford could mob

29 Fhouas Cerlyle, Criticel and iiscollansous Easays (Bostons
Estos and Laurist, 1888), Xv-xvi, ps Sdor

t

it Edwin P, Vhipple, The Literature of the Age of Elissboth (vew York:
(ioughton, MAFf1in and Company, 1868}, p. 86




consider the Drummend sonversetions more brondmindedly. OCunninghem is

of the opinien thet Gifford, like many biographers, beesme imbued with
the grestness of his subjeot and could not countenance any derogatory

wi‘kiﬁimnm’ ‘

« & o oW sre Turther informed by Ben Jomson thet Biduey
mesnt eventuslly to heve tremsformed the ‘"Aresgis® inte em
English romsnos, with Kisg Arthur es ite hero.'

W. DAVENPORT ADAMS, 1B75

o » « sThe sonversatious of his John Seldine. frisnd
Ben Jemson sre perheps too mesgerly reported by Drumond to
edmit of fair and equiteble compsrisons, but those of
Dr. Johnson and of Coleridge, which have coms dom to us
with more campleteness--rich os they ere in wariety end
suggestiveness scarcely impress us mors favorably than the

s1im volume which conteins the 'telk! of Seldens « » R

nghem, editor, Yorks of Ben Jonsom {Lemdons
Pe Le o

52
Ve Davenport Adams, Pemous Books {Londons Virtue, Spaldiag
and Company, 1875), p. 126. |

Ihid., P 262,



ALGERNOH SWINBURNE
Ben Jouson

Broad-Based, broad fronmbed, bountecus, multiform,
¥With smeny a velley impleached with ivy and vine,
VWherein the springs of all the stroams run wine,

Aind meany a orag full.fased against the storm,

The mowntaln where thy uge's feet made warm
Those lawns that revelled with her dance divine
Shines yet with fire sz it was want to shine

From tossing torehes round the danee aswarme

lior less, high stationsed on the gray grave heights,

High=thoughted seers with heeven's hesrt~kindling Iights
Hold converse: and the herd of meaner things

Enows or by {iery scourge or fiery shalt

¥hen wrath on thy broad brows hes risen, and lsughed,
Darkening thy soul with shadow of thunderous wings.

54 John De Williams, editor, The Poetical Works of Algernon
Charles Swinburne (New York: John D, Willlams, 1887), De 757s




CUAPTER ¥
SUMMARY

In summarizing the reputation of Ben Jonson over a perlod of one
nundred and seventy-five years as shown by the allusions of writers of
that period, it must be borne in mind that the writers of 1700 To 1876
did not have the proximity to Jonson's period thet writers did before
that time.

Dryden, Pope, Gifford, and Hazlitt are the prineipal writers who,
judging by the nature of their oritiolsms and referemces, studied
Jomson's works carefully and oritically. With the other writers we
ecanmot be sure that Jonson was more than & name, & name %o be worshipped
or condemmed from afar as the famoy ocsurred.

The allusions found in the Spect tor ere examples of ineidental

allusions in whish simtles are drewm, passing tribute is pal

mention made, That Jonson was mentioned frequently by eighteenth
century writers is importent, as it indicntes that he was not forpottem.
However, there are few dirset references in all the allusions of the
eighteenth century to indicate that Jonson's plays were 85111 played and
appreciateds The oft-repested 8tatement that Jonson's plays were “of
an age” seems verified therefore, sinee his age hed passed. His elese
relation to Sophooles, Horece, and Aristophanes seems to have ano ther

point of relationship in that 1ike them he has besome grest in logend,



but his works ere less popular for public performanee.

Austin Werren says in his Alexander Pope sa Critie and Hmanist

that Jonson®s pleys were still well kmewn in Pope's youth,and every
Briten boy must know of Jonson's exrt, It is characteristio of Pope's

that he xh@nm 081l Jonsonts pleys trash, end yet list
Bon a8 smong the four best drematists of sll time.

Ssmuel Johnsou sud Bdmnd Burke both subscribe o the old traditien
of worshipping Jonson's slassical Jearning and scholarly ettaimments.
This seens iwmr'ban'b beoeuse it indicstes that time did not diminish his
prostige, bub instesd strengbhened the opinioms of these whe hed waluable
opinions to offer.

It would be fallacions to assume that during a gmrioﬁ of one

rad and sevemty~five years no one would utber s dissenting opinion
about "Rare Bem.® It is not surprising, therefore, to finmd John Wilkes
in 1765 referring to the “erude lasbours™ of Ben Jonsom. Thirty years
later, George Stevens made the commenk m};mady aiteds

Shakespears and Ford from heaven were sent,
But Ben snd Tom from esollege.

Ooleridge opens the mineteenth cemtury allusions by saying that
+he mors he resd Ben Jomson the nore he sdmired him. He says Ben®s
rhytim, metre, cholee of words, and forms of comwotions all udd %o his

spering Elizebethan drewe to present draus, Coleridge

says the formor wes sn imitstion of resl life while the labber was a

sheap ocapy. Coleridge in his logioal explanmetion of Jonson more nearly
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approached Dryden and Pope, rather than s nalve repeating of the ideas
of others.

For the first time inm more than & hundred years, in 1815 the old
"gurly Ben" tradition rises 1ike the Phoenix in the words of R« H, Wheeler,
"and ! s:rly E‘;m‘ would surely not I:mve‘ unnesessarily wmpl:imente& the
;ﬁinm” This attiﬁv;&n apparsntly must persist éven ﬁeugk it had been
fairly definltely settled that Ben's alleged surliness arose, not from
digposition, but from a sineere desire %o reform the drams on vamholas‘aiﬂ
lines.

In 1616 eppeered William Gifford's biography éf Ben Jonson, which
has been socepted ever since as the most complete work of its kind o
Jongon. Oifford preéeﬂted fa'.ctaf in minutest detail, but the whole work
wae colored by the blind sadoration of a biographer for his subjects
Unfortunatsly, Gifford was at considerably mbre paing to refube Jonson's
oritios than to give a critlecal m1ow of Jonson's works,

An anonymous article in the British Critic in 1816, the year

Gifford's mr‘ic was gublisﬁad. says that Gifford was too vitriolie in
his denmmeciation of Ben's enemies, The anonymous writer says tmi of
Ben's aiktean plays not & one was at that time appearing on the staye.
"The plain truth is," this writer says, "Jonson is 'Caveare to ths

pensral.' His is closet dramms. Selanus end Catiline are master-

pieces of translation and Romen history.” This dignified tribute to
Jonson's learning and abillty is guite a contrast to Pepys' entries in

hie diary noding public appreciation of Jonson's plays.
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From 1816 te 1830 no memorsble allusions sre to be found, favorable
or unfeverable. But in 1830 Lord Macsulsy seid Jonson's olassioism was
disgusting and his satire wes umebural.

lord llacanlsy, in his prolific writings, seid many things of
Jonson, but his remarks were incidental observations rather than eritiecal
studiess ’

ieigh Hunt mmkes the wnique observstion that Jonson was more social
than loving and far more faneiful thaam imeginative. A study of allusions
through nearly three humndred yeers hes disclosed meny things laid at
J@;mzm‘*s feet, but never before was he oglled fancifuls It wes Lyly's
fansy that was partly responsible for Jomson's avowed intention to reform
the drams nlong ssholerly lines. His realism ie teken for granted, bub
it is bhard bto justify the existence of fancy spd reslism, thriving side
by side in the body of ove man, memmoth theugh he be.

Ben Jonton seems Lo have succeeded admirebly inm his smbition to
reform the dreams aleng scholarly linmes. More then any other thing his
schelarship and elassiosl lesrning sre slluded to. Hie repubation was
established as he wished, and perhaps beyond his embition, for he bessme
a legendary figure im Snglish drame. As o drematist he holds en enviable
position emong English dramatists; ss & poet he is credited with ome of
the most delicate poems found in an English snthology; es e presenter of

Elizebethsn Bngland he piotured the grossest and the fipest things of



48
life, but-~his plays are not on the stege todey: In presenting Elizebethen
ﬂwglénﬁ, Jonson presented the fashions and fancies of & short period of
world history, and fashions change. Shakespesrs presented men, his thoughts,
deeds, and acts; and these attributes @mmm 8 fairly constent level

through all time.
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