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Introduction

The idea that lawfully constituted authorities can-
not cope with problems of public safety, crime, racial
unrest, or immorality is a recurrirg theme in American
history. Some Americans have responded to real or illusory
crises by organizing outside the established political
system to impose their concept of law uron the communitye.
These "citizen bands" have appeared, disappeared, and re-
apveared at frequent intervals to excite and confuse the
American people.s This study will focus on the Ku Klux
Klan, a secret order which usurped the law during Recon=-
struction, disapveared, then reaprveared in the 1920's to
produce public division and organized conflict until it
disappeared from the nublic scene in the 1930's,

The develomment and aims of the Klan can best be

examined through a concentrated "grass roots" history.
This study of the Klan of the 1920's will, therefore, focus
on the counties of Douglas, Miami, Linn, Bourbon, and Craw-
ford in eastern Kansas. Kansas was chosen for this study
because it has been sugpested that Kansans exemplify the
sentiments of the American people at a particular time.
John J. Ingalls wrote:

For a generation Kansas has been the testing ground

for every experiment in morals, politics, and social
life. Doubt of all ewisting institutions has been
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respectable., DNothing has been venerable_or revered
merely because 1t exists or has endured.-

By examinirg the motives which led the leading citi-
zens of eastern Kansags towns to become knights of the Ku
Klux Klan, a key may be found to explain the reason for
the ranid expansion of the secret order to nearly every town
in Kansas by 1924 with close to 100,000 members, with 4,600
in Crawford County a'_l__one.2 By studying the activities of
the Xlan in Kansas, the reason for the nationwide acceptance
of the organization may be discovered. A thorough study
of the Kansas Klan may also determine if the secret order
was a product of the confusing times following World War I
or simply an extension of older secret fraternal orders
which had similar aims and ideals. Finally, by studying
the decline of the Invisible Empire in eastern Kansas, the
causes for the failure and disapnearance of this order
based on anti-democratic principles may also be discovered.

Because no history of the Ku Klux Klan in eastern
Kansas hag been written, the major socurces of this study
will be contemporary newspaners and lnterviews with those
who lived in the area during the "twenties." Since it is

very difficuvlt to get those who are still living who were

1 John James Tngalls, "Kansas 1541-1091," Harper's
N2w Monthly Magazine, 86 (April 1893), D. 707

2 The Tndependent [ﬁMulberry, Kansas_7, March 27,
1925, D. 26




alleged members of the Klan to admit that they were once
klansmen, the primary sources in this area are practically
nonexistent, Two newspanersg representing both the Klan
viewpoint and the anti-Klan point of view will be used

extensively in this study. They are The Independent, a

Klan newspaver Ffirst published in September 1923, and the

Mulberry News, an older weekly, edited by Millard F. Sears

who was an outbtsnoken oppronent of the Klan., The Independent

nearly put Sears out of business, but it was forced to
cease publication when the Klan began to decline.

A massive revival of the Ku XKlux Klan, or more likely
a counterpart of the secret organization, is never an im-
poseibility in the United States. A study of the conditions
which made it possible for the Klan to experience its
successful revival in the 1920's may lead to some reveal-
ing conclusions on the probability of a Klan revival, or
that of some similar organization, in the future. Because
the Xlan nearly varalysed the democratic processes of pgov=-
ermment and controlled the economic life of many communities

in Kansae in the "twenties," it merits in-depth study.



Chapter T

In December 1865, six restless young former Confed-
erate army officers founded the Ku ¥Ylux Klan at Pulagki,
Tennessee, It was gimply a social club in the bheginninge.
The members met in secret, called themselves klansmen,
and dressed in farntastic costumes. When klansmen rode
about the countryside at night their costumes had the un-
expected result of frightening the newly-freed Hegro into
orderly and submisgsive behavior. After the Klan began to
oppose Reconstruction policies, it spread to nine southern
states. Soon waves of violence--lynchings, beatings, bturn-
ings, and mutilations--against Negroes spread throughout
the South. When the Congress passed laws to curb the Klan
in 1870-71, the Grand Wizard, Nathan Bedford TForrest, order-
ed the Klan dilssolved and it slowly faded away.

According to Forrest, the Klan had been a law-and-
order organization to restore authority to insecure and
up to protect the weak, with no »nolitical intention at

all. . . "1 Stanley ¥. Horn, in the Invisible Empire,

also indicates that the Klan was organized for " . . « the

David M. Chalmers, Hooded Americanism (Garden City:
Doubleday, 1965), p. 2l

1



protection of the éLuthern white people during the years
when they had no other vrotection, and the prevention of the
political overmastery of the white citizens by the blacks."2
The Reconstruction Klan operated outside the law to achieve
its purvose, but in the minds of Klansmen what they were
doing was right and the encd justified the means,

Interest in the mysterious order did not die when
the Ku Klux Klan was disbhanded. In 1879 Albion W. Toﬂrgée

wrote A Fool's Errand, a popular novel of the Reconstruc-

tion era in which the Klan played an important role.
Steele MacKaye suggested collaboration with Tourgee on a

dramatization of A Fool's Errand and the play opened at

Arch Street Theatre in Philadelphia on October 26, 18&1,
After one successful season, all efforts falled to keep
the play alive.3

The twentieth century revival of the Klan has been
credited by various writers to three men--Thomas Dixon,
Jrey Do W. Griffith, and William J. Simmons. Dixon, a

Baptist minister from North Carolina, wrote The Clansman,

a romantic novel of the Ku Klux Klan., He adapted the novel,

whiich portrayed the redemption of the Scuth by the Klan, to

Stanley F. Horn, Invisible Empire: The Story of the
Ku Klux Klan 1866-1871 (Montclair, N. Jd.: laterson Smith,
1969), p. 376,

° Steele MacKaye and Albion W, Tourfee, A Tool's
rTand, ed. Dean H, Keller (Metchen: The Scarecrow w Press,

l’lf‘., 969), PP 1= "_7.
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the stage. Although his efforts to organite a movie company
to £ilm the story failed, D. W. Griffith, Biogravh's talent-
ed young director, succeeded in creating a btwo-hour-and-

forty-five minute epic movie of The Clansman which he

called The Birth of a Ia tlon.4

The Birth of a Nation was a triumph in the South,
but northern viewers were indignant. The film was egged
in IMew York City, rioted againet in Boston, and almost
banned by the Wassachusetts legislature. In order to fight

the orposition to the film, Dixon

called upon
President Woodrow Wilscn and Chief Justice Edward Vhite,
both southern torn, to view the movie. With their
"official™ aprroval, the picture opened again in New York
City. Before it was retired to the art theatres and film
clubs, The Birth of a Mation had srossed almost 18 miliilon
dollers. Dixon was urged to revive the fraternalistic
order, but when it was revived, it wes by a man who had
failed at almost everything he hiad ever tried.q

Wiltiam J. Simmoneg was Alabama born and resred in
the tradition of the Reccnstruction Xu Klux Klan. He
dreamed of fouvnding a fraternal order based on the Klan
vrncivles for years bhefore e successfully revived the

Tnvisiple Empire. After 12 years in the ministry, the

Chalmers, pn. 23-26,
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Alabama Conference of the Methodist Church wvoted in 1012
to deny him a pulrit because of inefficiency and moral
impairment. He tried his hand at selling for a time and
finally found his calling in the field of fraternal organ-
ifing. He Jjoined the Woodmen of the World, several

varieties of Vasons, a veteran's organization, and a sgcore

of other fraternal societies, as well as the Congregational

and Migsionary Baptist Churches. He held 23 degrees in
seven fraternal orders. When asked his profession Simmons
always answered, "I am a fraternalist.”6
Simmons was not content with simply being a member
of various orders. His ultimate goal was to found his own
fraternal society. When he was hospitalized for three
nonths after an avtomobile accident, he vworked out the
details for the twentieth century Ku Klux Klan, In an
interview with William G. Shepherd in 1928, Simmons e
plained that his idea for the motto, "Non Silba Sed Anthar,M
wag part Latin and vart Saxon., Simmons also "dreamed up"
the emblems, tokens, ritwvals, and regeslia during his recup-
eration, HMis ideas were copyrighted and he later received
$90, 000 for the conyrights.’

The first fiery cross of the revived Ku Klux Hlan

~ ©® william G. Shepherd, "How T Put Over the Klan,"
Coliier's, XICII, Fo. 2 (July 14, 1928), ». 52.
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was burned on the ton of Stone Mountain near Atlanta on an
icy=-cold Thankegiving day in 1915, Sixteen Atlante busi-
nesscmen toock the oath before a makeshift altar and became
the firgt members of the Invisible Em‘y‘tire.8

Neither Thomag Dixon, Jr., nor D. W. Grififith hagd

the slightest idea that The Birth of & Nation would trigrer

a revival of the Klan in the South. VWhen the film was
scheduled to open in Atlanta or December 6, 1915, "Colonel"
Simmons mublished an advertisement announcing the formation
of the Ku Klux Klan which read, "Knights of the Ku Klux
Klan « « o & High Clags Order for len of Intelligence and
Character « « » The World's Greatest Secret, Social,
Patriotic, TFreternal, Beneficiary Order. "9

The advertisement was crudely drawn, Tut soon 90
men had paid ten dollars to become members of Klan umber 1
in Atlanta. The members purchased a costume for $6.50,
and 40 members signed for $53,000 in life insurance .0
Simmons said later, " . . o there were no rough neckers,
rowdies, nor yellow-streslrs admitted. « « o It was an
order of and for men who were one hundred per cent Ameri-

can and no other."dt

11
10 Tvig., pp. 34-35. Thid.



The Klan used verlous publioity gchenes at first to
attract attention. Simmons used cheap press-agent tricks
to lead klanesmen to believe thet there vere 7,000,000
members in the order inestead of bOO,OO(‘!.J'2 To create an
air of mystery about the Xlan, Simmons claimed, "I am he
who from the reaim of the unknown wrested the solemn secret
from the grasp of night and became the sovereign Imperial
lagter of the Great, Losgt Mystery."l3

Secrecy aprealed to Simmons; thus, members of the
Klan were not allowed to identify themselves or other
Klan members. Simmons instituted a spy system within the
Tnvigible Empire. He planned for each Klan unit to have
one or more secret apgents who would report only to him,
Ultimately he planned that the Flan would have 50,000
spies to report the misconduct of the citizens throughout
the United States. Simmonst's plan was to have the Kian
agents malte their secret reiorts on law violations, acts
of immorality, law evasion, non-Americanism, and non-
conformity to a ¥Xlan secret service headquarters in every
state. The headquarters in each suvate would then report

to Simmonq.14

12

3 Ipid., p. 5.

M Ivig., ». 9.



Viorld Var T provided the lan with the direction
it wee o telke after {tre woar. Ils
contritute to the var efort. Ineny aliensg, slackers,

idlers, unvatriotic citizens, immoral wonren, and evile

doers of every dercrivtion were smecial tergetes of the

sand membere. Yew members hed to be recruited if it
vaes to become the naticnel veneficent order that Simnons
intended.

Simmong wee probably s’ncerely intervested in the
welfere of Americe and planned o esteblieh hogpitals,
schocle, and cther beneficial institutiors

toc nuckh of e dreamer to orgerire and direct 2 vowerful

£ice For this

i)

menmbership campairn on & nrtion=wice b

work he engersed & freternal s2lesman and vublicity man,

Bt
6]

Zdward Younr Clarke, and his business associscte, I'rs,

Ilizabeth Tyler, to head

huge membership drive. Clarle
and Ures. Tyler immedliately organised & recruiting army

to fan out over tkhe country to enlist new nmemhers for

s

ten dollar rembersiin fez each., DRy 1921 hetween 85,000
end 100,000 new members had accented knishtrocd in the

nvigitle Hmmire.



The {u Xlux Klan became a flourishing business under
the direction of Clarke and Mrs. Tyler, but by September
1921 they were under investigation for immoral conduct,
and Klan finances were the subject to close public scrutiny

in a series of articles in the New York World and the

Journal-American. The hooded order was next bhrougsht btefore

a Congressional invegtigating committee to answer charges

of illegal comnercial gmains by a beneficent order. Although
the ¥Klan invited investigation, the inguiry was dropped
when a bill was introduced to investigate the finances of
other fraternal orders. The publicity from the investi-

gation was exactly what the order needed., The Ku Xlux Klan

began to add members steadily from that time onward.

The Simmons, Clarke, and Tyler partnership was in
2 precarious position in the spring of 1922. .Tyler and
Clarke were again cherged with immoral conduct and the
former resigned. Simnons, who held both the title of
Emperor and Imverial Wirard, was persuaded to take a vaca=-
tion. Clarke, as Imperial Wizard pro-tempore, came to rely
rore and more udon ex-detective Pred Savage and Dallas
dentist Hiram Weeley Evans to run the Klan, Vhile Simmons
was slowly losing his power in Tthe Klan, Clarke was
challenged by ambitious klansmen who were nore concerned
about their own welfare than the good of the organization.

When Simmones returned to his desgk in the fall of 1922, he



wag fTorced to call a national Klonvocation.

At the Klonvocation, the dreamer Simmons, clashed
with practical men in the Kian and came out second beste.
Colonel William Joseph Simmons had built up hie fraternal
ordcr to the point that it was teking in $35,000 daily,
then he suddenly found himself on the outside looking in.
In a surprise move, the Dallas dentist, Hiram Wesley Evans,
secured enough votes to be elected Tmper:ial Wiard.

Simmons was permitted to retain the title of Emperor. It
was an empty title, however, for the Imperial Wirard cohe=
trolled the vurse, and thus the Xu Klux Klan. Simmons no
longer controlied the order he had founﬂed.15

In an Interview in 1928, Simmons explained that he
tried to warn klansmen how his order had beeh swindled
away from him in order to make money for the new leaders.
"T tried to tell klansmen,™ he said, "what had happened to
the Klan, but T couldn't zet a hearing.”16 Then Simmons
wrote a book to tell klansmen the truth, but Evans iscued

an order barnishing anyone who read it. Simmons concluded,

" o« o o it (the Klan) is dead to every original program

Wiliiam G. Shepherd, "The PFiery Doubhle Cross,"
Collier's XXCII, No. 4 (July 28, 1928), D. 8.
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and purvose."

By 1922 the Klan, under its new leadershin, had
begun to spread rapidly into nearly every state in the
Union. That year the Klan first made its appearance in
eagtern ¥ansas, It ig this Ku Klux Klan, under new leader-
ship and with a new purpose, with which we are concerned

in tkis study.

M mpig, v 47



Chapter IT

Governor Henry J. Allen was a bitter enemy of the
Invisible Empire before it was orranized in Kansas., He
wag aware of Klan activities in other states, and he was
determined to oust the orgarization should it estadblish
itself in the state. The governor was notified in July
1921 that klansmen from Oklahoma ard Texas were moving
northward to organize the Klan in southern Kansas.l

The Klan unit at Pittsburg in Crawford County was
among the first to be organized in Kansas. Soon other
rajilroad towns, including Arkansas City and Coffeyville,
had Klans which were controlled from the regional sub-
office in Kansas City, Missouri.\ In a clandestine effort
to conceal the Xlan's expansion into Kansas, local organ-
izations were asgigned names such as the "Sunflower Club"
of Wyandotte County, "The Bourbon County ITndustrial Associ-
ation" of Fort Scott, and the "Southwest Trade Association"
of Caney.2

Soon, however, there was no doubt of the Klan's

existence in southeastern Kansas. On February 16, 1922,

886-1925, II
)s D 303,

firke Wechem, ed., Annals of Kansas
(Topeka: Kansas State Historical Society, 195

2 Chalmers, DpP. 143-44,

11
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250 masked members of the Ku Klux Klan marched orvenly with
a flaming cross at the head of their vparade in Caney.3

In May 1922, Dr. Harry Graham of Boston, Massachusetts,
debated the merits of the XKu Klux Klan with Harry B. Purton,
mayor of Kansas City. Graham, a Klan organizer, held that
the ¥lan worked for social rurity, white supremacy, the
wel.fare of the natiocn, and the Constitution of the United
States, but Burton insisted that the Klan was un-American,
cowardly, and obnrressive. Shortly after this debate
organizers appeared before the ministerial asscociation in
fmporia and declared that the Klan uvheld law and order,
opposed Cethclicism, and stated that members were recruited
chiefly from among the liasonic order, The Emporia minis-
ters denounced the Klan.'

On September 5, 1922, hundreds of white-robed klans-
men held a meeting at Winfield after a plane dropned vamph-
lets announcing the place and date of the meeting, TInitia-
tion ceremoniecs for 200 new members were held a weelt later
near Newton, where the first issue of the Jay Hawk fAmerican,

a Klan newspaner, anveared on the streets.5

Shortly thereafter, Governor Allen was notified that

Mechem, pv. 303, 318.
4 1bid., pp. 322-23.

> Ibid., p. 328.
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sone frirensac City residents hed been threstened with tar

and Teathers, for alleged offenses, in letters

the lu Flux Hlan. Allen sgent J. Al e Dermott, Judge of

riustrial Court, to investigate activities in Arken-
n October 1922, two young women nembers of the
lethodigt Churech in Prescott, Yamsas, were brouvsnt vefore

conducte.

thie church congregation to bhe tried for unbeconing
inring the trial, 27 men wearing white rolbes and hoods
drove into town from the Vest, entered the church in 2
sinsle f£ile, and merched to the tatle where the pregicding

ofrficer wag sititinrg., ac

-
v

n of the vnite-roked intruders
witlhout snealiing, deposited a coin or a bill on the talle,
Pefore leaving the church, the lead of the rroun paused
and announced sclennly, "In the neme of Jjustice." The

rnen in vhite then rot into their cars and drove out of tomm

tovard the et L1tnoush the Dlan was not novn to exis

i W

in Linn County bwefore this tine, the nembers of the Vetho-
1ist Church v Fregcott clearly recormized the men in
white as menbers of the Il Hluy Flan,

On October 1%, 1922, Governor ALAllen sent Jud

Deriott to Tiverty, a egnall town ten niles north of Coffeye-

ville to invertigate Mlan threats aysinst the nayor, Theo-

6 e - N
"Pu lus iden a+ ;:oscot-,n iz Uyrme Z enEes —7
Journal, Cctoher 13, 1
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dore Schierlman. He had refused to allow the Klan to use
a2 puilding he owned for a meeting place. A group of masked
men, believed to have been klansmen, seized Schierlman and
horsewnipred him. At Coffeyville less than two weeks later,
Governor Allen ascerted in a speech that the Ku Xlux Klan
had introduced into Kansas "the rreatest curse that comes
to civilired people, the curse that rises out of unrestrained
passions of men governed by religious intolerance and racial
hatred." UYe promised that officers of the Klan would be
expelled from the state.7

Less than a month after Governor Allen made his
Coffeyville speech, ouster proceedings againet the Ku Klux
Klan were filed with the Kansas Supreme Court by the Attor-
ney Gencral on the grounds that the Klan was a Georgia
corporation unauthorized to operate in Kansas.®

In spite of ouster proceedings arainst the Klan,
more than one hundred members of the Ku Klux Klan paraded
et Douglass a short time later. The members were dressed
in the full regalia of the order and wore masks, but no
disturbances occurred.9 It wag clear that the Klan was

tecoming well ectablished in southern Kansas, notwithstende

T Mechem, pp. 329-30,

° La Cyene Journal, October 6, 1922, p. 2.
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ing Governor Allen's efforts to exclude it from the state.
He had good reason to oppose the Klan, for it had already
entered the 1922 primary primaries.

Orin B, Strong, editor of The Indevnendent, told of

the Klan's efforts to defeat Phil Campbell, who had bheen
involved in the "malicious persecution of the organiration
in the govermmental »robe and hearing before the House
Investigating Committee."lo As early as July 1922, Strong
learned that the Ku Klux Klan had united with labor forces
to defeat Camvbell. Campbell was beaten, and on the day
of the general election the efforts of the Invisible Em-
pire were again evidert. Strong was in Pittsburg discussing
business with a banker when he learned of the Klan's victory
in the general election, A big man, sweating freely, turst
into the bhanker's office and cried, "H___, we're whipped--
the Klan is casgting its vote like a lead slug and it's
hitting with a duill thud."ll
In March 1923, He H. Kitchen, organizer of the Xu
Klux Klan in Toveka, wes sentenced to the Shawnee County
jail after he refused to divulge the names of Topeka klang-

men, Kitchen told the cormiscioner of the Kansas Suvreme

1.0 1he Independent, January 9, 1925, ». 2.

i ——
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Court, S. M. Brewster, that he had taken the Klan oath
which prohibited ris naming the 140 Topekans who had
signed the charter ap lication. When he was asked if he
thought tnat his ocath was more binding than the oath he
had given to the state as a witness or above his duties
as a citizen of the United States, Kitchen replied that
it was. He declared that the ocath of a klansman "Taken
before God" absolved him from his oath as a witness in
court. Kitchen was then ordered back to jail on contempt
charges, John S. Dean and W. L, Wood, attorreys for the
Klan pleaded futilely with the court for Kitchen's release
on the grounds thet the charges were unrelated to the
ouster case which had been brought against the Klan.12 A
week later xlansmen at Topeka defied the state by lighting
a huge fiery cross that could be seen from a great dis-
tance. At thie burning of the fiery cross, many Topekans
took the secret oath and swore allegiance to the Invisible
Empire.13 Cn April 4, 1923, the attorneys for the Ku
Klux Klan adritted that there were more than 30 Xlans
with thousands of members in the stote.

On April 30, 1923, the state began hearings on the

activities of the Ku XKlux Klan at Kensas City. S. M,

2 La Cygne Journal, March 9, 1923, p. 2.
2 Mechem, op. 354-55,



Trewster, former attorney meneral, mresiﬂed.l4 Tecause
the state of Kensas wae atterwting to oust the Klan on

he grounds that it was & forelpgn corvoration, 2 new
organiration, the "Ku ¥Klux Klan of Kansae," asked for a
charter from the stete cherter boerd. The men who in-
cornorated the order, J. C. Horkirs, L. P, Lutz, F. B

Crolle, Claude P, Higgine, and Harland A. Bullock, were
all Kansas City, Kensas, men who had been members of the
old Xlan., They claimed to have retired from the fGeorgla
orgariration in order to organite a new secret society
in Wyandotte County in 1922,15

Mile the suit brought ageinsgt the Klarn in Kansas

proceeded slowly, the Klan continued to add new memberse.

The Cgwego Democrat revorted that it was no longer a

gecret that a Ku Fluy Klan orpgarization was heins per-
fected in Oswepo and the surrounding vicinity. Several
prevaratory meetings hagd beenrhelﬂ with sveairers making
"One Hundred ler Cent American" sneecheg. The first in-
dication that the Klan had been organized in Oswego canme
when a fiery cross anveared as a floral offering at the

. s 1
funeral of & well<known citizen of Oswego.

M 1pig., b. 357.

15 La Cyene Journal, May 11, 1923

16 "Here, There, and Tverywhere," The Louisburgs Her-
ald, gquoted from the Oswego Democraet, June 14, 1923, pe 2.

N \]
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In June, 400 new members were initisted at one mect-

17

ing in Wichita, In the same month, the first meeting of

the Fu Ilux ¥lan was held in Drexel, Wissouri, on the
stete line, A mumber of influential Drexel citirens were
revorted to be Klan members. At the same time, it became
known that the Klan had been established at Cleveland,
Milsgouri, another small town on the state line, and that
gseveral citiens of Louishurg, Kansas, had atltended thece
meetings and were interested in organisming a Xlan in their
community.lS In July, it came to public attention thet
the Klan was organized in Shawnee County.19 The Klan held
2 huge celebration and berbecue in rittshurg for members
of the Invieible Empire, and tlousands of members from all
over the stete attended the meeting.zo ¥hen the attorney
general ruled thet klansmen could rnot wear masgks, 1,200
robed and hooded kniphts openly reraded Tope:a's streets
in defiance of the ruling.21
In order to bholster the Klan in Kansag, Firem
Wesley Evans, the Imverial Wivard, delivered a cheech

in Towneka on Auruct 6. Ile declared that the Klan was not

in politice, but tret it wented the vt men in the

17 yechem, 1. 360,
18

19

Louisburg Herald, dJune 21, 1923, . 2.
Vechem, p. %62,

20 Ibid., . 364. 21 1pia.
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right places,” Shortly thereafter, the Topeka Klan

v
o

cla‘med 5,000 members, and a Ku Klux Klan wedfing cerenony

wae performed neer Chanubte in an open air auditorium with
more than 3,500 hooded and robhed klansmen present.zB

Tn September 1923, the Klan hegan to iscue The In-

derendent at Mulberry. The parer's cditor wrote:

The battle between the Ku Klux Klan a2nd its enemies
2t Vulberrvy has now entered its second stage. The
friends of the Klen have printed the firet issue of
their naper, The Independent. The editor of The In-
dependent is Reve.e E., H. Given. He extols the Ku Klux

s b bt a4 et

quor elements are the Klan's most bitter enemies. « «

town in this part of the country where the friends of
the Kluxers have started a mnaper. This has come ahout
very largely perhaps, because the lews, Editor Sears!
vaver, has not been much inclined To pive the K1u rs
a chance tgﬂbut their side of the case before the
communitye <’

Thereafter, The ITndevendent carried Klan news., In

Tebruary 1924, the paver began to arrive in the homes of
subscribers under new ownership and manacement. Dr. J. T

.

Sandidge, head of the Klan at Mulberry, nurchased the
vaper, and Orin Z, Strong became the new nublisgher, Strong
gaid later, "This newgvaver is not an official orpan o

f
the Kuv Klux ¥lan. « « « We vroporate the Klan mescare to

the veornle of trhis county just ag we would any other dero=-

[\
Y]

Dz . -
7 Ta Cygre Journal, September 14, 1923, b. 2.
>

4 The Indevendent, September 28, 1923, n. l.
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cratic set of aims and ideals.””

On Friday, Sentember 28, 192%, The Independent de-

scribed an initiation ceremony held in Pittsburg:

A clasa of 279 candidates wag initiated into the
county organination of the Ku Klux Klan at an oven
air ceremonial held at the fairgrounds Wednesday
nicht. The candidates, more than 100 of them from
ITulberry and vicinity, were talken into tle mysteries
of the order by the 1li~ht of the lorge fiery cross
of the order, which burned from the time the ceremon-
ial started until the order ended its service for the
nirhte.

The Girard chapter of the order served the vigciting
Klansmen and the candidates with hot coffec erd sande
wiches, and cigars were much in evidences « « o The
fairsrounds grandstand wes sected with women members
of the "Women of the Kuv Klux Klan.," They were invited
Tto attend the ceremorial in a body. The initietvtion
ceremonial wes out of hearing distance of the vis fors.
The initiation was handlied by the Pittshurg team.L6

"hile the Ku Xlux Klan avneared to e rrowing as
fesgt as ite orgarizers couvld initiate new members into the
secret order, a small group of citirens in Crawford County
met at Owl Hall in Mulberry for the nurvose of forming a

f 1

society to counter the activities of the ¥Klan. The chief

organiner wes Villard ¥. Scors, editor of the llulberry

Tlews., Zfccording to the Fort Scott Bourbon News, witich

Sears claimed wag the only paver in southeartern Kansas

besides The Indencendent which supported the Invisible

e

Emvovire, the Toval Congtitutinnalicts were fishting a los-
14 o . t

ing battle., The Fort Scott Bourbon Iews was quoted in

25 .. . .
7 Editorial, The Indenendent, August 24, 1924, ne. 1.

26 Eek] b - -
Ibide, Sevtember 28, 1923, D. 1.
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the uiberry lews:

The Nwlberry Iews, anti-Klan and the lulberry
Indepencent, vro-ilon, have been woarring, relentv-
lessly., The editor of the liews, lir. Sears, has in
imitation of the lan formed an orgarization of his
ovn with a few dozen menbers. He c2lls them the
Loyal Constitutionalists. Hugh Lardner and Henry
Gott, local attorneys, have been sneeckmalring for
the "Cons." The XJuxers imnort srealters. The Klux
heve about €600 membvers (too high by 400--Ed.) in
Iulberry, and the "Cons" have about 150, it is re-
rorted to us. In each issue of the Ilews the editor
fleys the Klan and praises the "Cons, "<l

Sears maintained that the Loyal Constitutionalists
we.s & patriotic organifation to oppose the "Cult that
would bind tris free land of ours with a philosophy vhich
suvrings from greed, bigotry, and intolerance and tends
to overthrow all that our forefathers had beneficiently
builded for us."<d

The Yulberry, Kansas, cnapter of the Toyal Con-

stitutionalists adovnied their constitution on Aurust 24,
L 929 N - . . 1 r .
1923, The Cctober 12, 1923, isrue of the llulberry llews

L P >

nublished the "Purposes and Creed" of the Toyval Constitu-
tionaliste. The organization announced that it was a

patriotic order for Justice and all Counstitutional risghts.

The ¥lean Tnderendent also told of The formation of

the Toyal Constitutionelists. TUnder the headline "Anti-

Klan Crowd Folds lecting in Hulberry,!" the story read:

27 yulverry /TKansas_J Iews, Fovember 30, 1923, n. 1,

o ——— . »
28 Tpia, 23

e e

I‘bid., CCtOber ]—2’ —.IL923’ p. l.



Eytenecive aﬂvertﬂs ng of a meeting of an organira-
tion known as the Toyal Coneti tvt¢on%7isbs for Mul-
berry last Friday resaited in an audience estimated
at 150 perscns, but by actual count =aid to have
numbered 86, c:thermag 2t Owl Hall for the purrose
of hearing E. E. Hanev, an atvorney of Girard, condemn
the Ku Klux Klan in no uncertain fterms. Haney spoke
for about an hour and in that Time reviewed every
charge of brutality brourht agalnst the Flgn, but in
his telk failed to comment on the recent riote at
Carnegie, Pa,, Perth Anboy, N. J., and Steubenville,
Ohio .

leney, who developed to be the princirvel srecke
of t%e occasion devoted considerable eloquence to the
fact thet the Ikilan members were hooded and macgked, in
most of theilr rublic appearances and often‘referred
to the Itlan as an or@anlfat“on, of which its members
wore "villowslips" over their heads. The cormmittee
on arrangements, in its advance work aprarently failed
to prorverly instruct the "leading" members of the or-
ganization, on the vnrover time to apvlaud the snealke
and he was often forced to bring about a rather pro—
longed pause in his talk, in order to give the chair-
man and other orfanlmggs an ovportunity to start the
tunult of enthusiam

In the fall of 1923, Klan chavters were knovn To
exist in many castern Xansas communities, and where they
d1d not exist, 1t was vnrobably beccuse the orpanirers wer
unable to be everywhere at once., In Sevntember, the Ku

Klux Klan advertised ovenly in the local newsvaner at
31

Colony. In Gornett, members of -

the Tnvisible Emoire
met at the Anderson Couvntyv Courthotrse and did not attemvt

to ride their idemjiiies.Bz Tt was rerorted in the NMiemil

50 npe Indevendent, September 21, 1923, ». 1.

Z
) 31 The Louisburg Herald, quoted from the T.e Roy
feoorter, TeTtENMGEr 27, 1923, pe 2.

4 L) { ey LA
7% Ibid., quoted from the Pt. Scott Trilune.
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County Osavatonie World thet the Klan was verfecting a
ladies! auxiliary throushout the coum:y.33
In November, in what was termed one of the most
remarkable gotherings of klansmen ever neld, more than
250 Tralted Cyclions, Rield Revregentatives, and netional
elegntes met a2t Imworia. Grand Iragons from tire gtotes
of Georgia, “Wyoming, Alabamd, Oklahoma, T1llinols, Arkan-
cag, Cregon, and Vashington attended. The sessions laoted
two days, and nore than 400 delegates rerresented 215
communities in the realm of Kansar.-
During the meeting M. C. Jewet, Grand Dragon of

Oklahome, attemited to answer the many questions about

the difficulties the Klan was

m

having in Qklashona, feneral

Nathan »Bedford TForregst, Grand Drag

]

on of Georgia, talked

frecly and Ffranitly about the early hisfory of the Kla

and discugrsed the vroblems of Xlan IMumber 1 of Atlanta

that had resulted from the actions of certain.memberﬂ.j5
Hone. 2. A. Earris, a national Jlecturer of the

Knights of the Xu Klux Klanj; the Kilpgrapvy of Pittshurg

{Jan Number 223 George C. Mc Carron, Imperial Representa-

tivey the Exalted Cyclons and Klan Gient of Coffeyville
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Klan Humbver 273 snd Fred K. Compton, Exalted Cyclovs of

=4
the Atchirson Xlan, also swoke at the convemtion.)6 The
Klan igrnored William Allen VWhite's attack on the Invisible

Emnire when it met in Emporia.

Cn Februery 29, 1924, The TIndepnendent announced

that the Klan was malking arrangements to purchase the
fair grounds at Fittsburg. Strong wrete:

The tair groundg ot I[ittebureg, on 24th Hte., in
the rorth pert of the city is being purchased from
the association this week by the Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan,

At the time of writing the deal has been precti-
cally closed. It is understood that the purchas
contemplates the erection of a terple and a place of
asserbly on the grounds. The fiery cross will burn
every night according t% the men closely associated
with the Klan movement. 7

It 1

6]

3y evident that the Klan was well established
in Pitteburg by 1924. The fiery cross burned nishtly and
honded, masked, and robed members of the Invisible Emwire
met regularly; but the Klan organiters still had many
small eastern Kensas towns to bring into the Emnire.

The first indication that the Klan had supvorters

at La Cygne in Linn County came when the Kansas City Tines

carried & mnews item on April 11, 1924, about 2 threat to

[

a rural school teacher., The Times reported that the

Thid.

57

The Tndenendent, Pebruary 29, 1924, D. 1.




teacher, Arlene fcott, had received a geries of threaten-
ing letters from the Ku Klux Klan following the murder of
her aunt, Tlla Scott. Trate citivens of Lia Cysne demanded
that the slayer of Ella Scott be brought to justice a2nd a
$1,000 reward was offered. Tllison Scott, Ella Scott's
husband, wag arrested, and when it was learned that Scott
and Arlene Scott had registered as husbhand an? wife at a
Tort Scott hotel, many citizens of the comrunity demanded
that Miss Scott, too, be brousht to trial. According to
Miss Scott's attorney, John Hall, citimens near Ta Cygne
were aroused and armed guards had to be maintained at the

country school where she was teaching. The following

story a»peared in the La Cyrsne Journal:

Irom one to three men have maintained an armed
vigilance at the gschool since a masiked man dressed
sunposedly in the regalia of the Ku ¥Xlux Xlan called
there February 27 at 1:45 in the affernocn, =nd handed
T"ise Scott a letter. Her atltorney strtes the letter
was tyrvewritten and sunPosed to have been sirned by
revregsentotives of the Ku Klux Elan.

The letter says the Klan orgariration represents
law abiding citivens and werns Miso Scott she "muatn't
set her foont inside the school aga n, or her vunish-
ment would bhe such che wouldn't forget for fifty yvears.

Mise Scott's authorired stoatement made vublic to-
nirht by her attorney, John Hall, serys 1n nart,
"Pebruary 27 I was teachins the country district
school two mileg easct of my home in Linn County, where
T wag born ant reared. T had fourteen punils and was
ced in piving them evaminations. At 1:45 o'clock
1n the afternorn someone “nocked at the door. T went
to the door and orencd it, and vwas confronted by a

rather large man, slishtly stooned, robed in white.
V ias face was almost concealed.

"He did not sveal: to me, Dbut handed me a letter,

rned Ku VWuv Klan and immediately left. T feel

re I recogrized him, from what T could see of his




face, sire, posture, and carriare. T wag able also to
obtain sometlhing of a descrivntion of the automobile
that stopred in front of the gchoollouge. Some of the
neirhbors also obtained part of a2 description of the
car.

""he letter warned me that T never should set my
foot in trat school house, ard made many other thrcats.
These trreots were under the wneralty I wouvld not Tfor-
cet for the next fifty years and also other penalties
were threatened.

"Mhe letter further pretended that it wac written by
low abiding citizens who stoted they hod the backing of
60,000 members of the Ku Klux Klan.

"he orderly condition of the school wes, of course,
interferred with and the children, as well as myself,
were badly frichtened.

"Phere wags no telenhone &t the schoolhouse, but T
sent word to others who came and remalned until the
close of schkool that dav."

Miss Scott charges the sheriff of the county
arrested her November 2%, 1923, taliring her from the
school while che was without enoush arparel to keep
her warm. IHer sgtatement resds: "He came to the school-
house in the school hours and arrested me on the
cherpe that 7 was puilty of the murder of Ella Scotte.

T woes not given nernission to notify my pnarents as to
where T was being taken. Some children attempted to
eacane the schonlroom in order to notify my nparents,
but the children were forcibly greventeﬂ by the
sheriff who took hold of them,oC

Bllison Scott was released on nail. The nublic
followed the trial in the newavaners and large crowds
from Ta Cyrne attended the sensational trial. Scott was
found ¢ ilty of hisc wife's murder and sentenced to 30

In July 1924, the ILg Cysme Journcsl annovnced the
ofificial arriva’l of the Ku Flux Klan at La Cyene in &

38 ]
’° Ta Crene Jovrnal, Warch 21, 1924, p. 1.
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500 persons attended
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burning Wwrishtly, could be secn for miles. The fmeri

flag wes reiced high chove the cross. Strong of The

I

dependent described the meeting:

The ¥vlberry ilan, the lergest in the county out-
cide of wltl?ﬁu3”, wes out In fuvll force. Girard,
Tiberel, E*nden, Franitlin, q"1:‘011170110, Temar, Chﬁrokee,
and other points were rerresented well, vhile Titte
urs SEht °ome hundreds of pecnle, including the band,
end the chief executives ¢f the central
: M_aiﬁatior. A rmunmber of proninent men of the stote
in church and school affeirs were present,

fobed Xlancmen directed troffic on the strects of

fulberry and at the point of entrance to tle smounds
mbe +‘o:r_mf’J“Of vias cvvcblwv inegide +”e crounds. Tne
firet row of cars being more than a half mile in cir-
cunference and the econd end third rows in »ropor-

tion., The large crowd wes hendled witrout aceident
or an altercation hWansmen with robhes and crosces

were velcomed in ! ulbe“?v Wy tovispeornle and occasion-

2l cheers could be hgﬁ*o ag the etreets were tioclked
vy hundreds of cers.
Shortly efter the neeting ot Muliverry, the first
ocven air Xlon meeting at Port Scott was held on Ivergreen

Cemeter; Road nroperty. The meeting proved to be 2 poli=-

i

tical pathering. &L large crowd agcembled before o 35

]

5

electric croge over vihich the American flag head hecn draned.
After a short orogram, the president of Fitteburg Bus'nes
College, Profecsor ¥rrabo, ntroduced ¥Wart lontee, the
rayor of Pittshvrg, who honed to become a candidate for
coverror end wae seclzing the vetes of klansmen, The

main sneaker of the evening was v, N, ¥. Givern, nastor

of the Trited Bretlern Church at Fittsburg end Hlan vriter

The Indevendent, Yay 2, 1924, p. 1.
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for The Inde:endent iven weg cannaigning for 2 seet in

congress Ifrem the third district on the Citiven's ticket,

n Jvly, Sears, editor of she [ulberry lews, informed

haal VA |

che Tu Flux ¥lan manapgers of the Citizen's

[6)]
-
N
)
b

his reoder

e

cicket were Jorathen G. "iller, A, K. Carl, and DTen Vooley.

[d

Lprarently thece men needed no introduction to tre residents

of Mulverry and were well=itnowvn and influentizl nembers of

. A7 - . " . .
the community.”™ The editor of The Indevendent described

These managers honed

t

the Iillers ags "excessively rich.
to rresent ar endorsed Klan slete of candidetes to The voters
in the general election in Novenber.
Hetr Carl wag ruvnning Tor county abtorney on a law

nforcement platform on the Citizen's Vvicket, The Hlan
strongly supported him and made it clear that its first
concern wvaso Tor tre enforcemernt of thie »rohivition laws,
Cerl, a former resident of U'ulberry, was supnorted by voih
Denocrats and ievpuvblicans, including Dr, J. G. Sandidze, a
Lulberry surgicel specislist ond Klan leader. His asrist-
ance no doubt helved to elect Carl, for Sandidre vwag respect-
cd by most l'ulverry residenis.

Tre Klaxn slate included the following candidod

'L')’I
..

Tance (Tittsburg) for sheriff; (narles Coughenour (Pi

. o

urg) for commissioner of T

)
]

3
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)
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1
3
=
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cricts; Dam Vebb

© yvlverry lews, auly 11, 1924, . 1.

44 phe Indevendent, July 31, 1925, n. 8.



for clerk of the District Courts:; A. R. Carpenter for
comnissioner of the Second District; John Vivian for

justice of the peace; Charles Fowler (Mulberry) for pro-
bate judge.45
The Klan favored Leonard Boyd (Tittsburg) for
county clerlt and D. H. Vorgan(Pittsburg) for justice of
the peace in the county. Professor Frrabo, J. Stein-

hauser, and Rosc Scott, secretary of the Dan in Pitts-

bure, were the [lan choices for committecmen in Pittsburs.

Leonerd Boyd wae the Klan co andifdate for the city clerk of
. 46
Pitteburg.”

On Aurust 8, 1924, Sears afmitted that the Ilan
had done much better in the wrimary election in Crawford
County than he had exnected. The main objective of the
anti-Xlan forceg had been to keen the Mlan from dominating
the nominations on each ticket, but the election results
showed that the Tnvisible Emmire exercised considerable
gtrength in both narties. Although Sears failed to pub-
lish the regults for the various offices, he revorted
that lrlenemern deserted some of their Demoecratic candidates

at the last minute and asked for a Rewvublican ballot. "It

is claimed that becovse of their desertion of their Demo-

Iride, July 31, 1925, p. 8.

Mulberry News, July 1%, 1924, », 1.
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crotic candidases who had ermected their supnort, their

«

influence in the Xlan will ranidly reach the woint of
47

~

mero," fears wrote.
The rreatest victory for the Xu Ilux Klan was the
nonination of A, X, Carl for county attorney. "“The resulis

shhow that the Xlan forces nut forth their greatest efforts
s -

for this man,' wrote Sears.4u Charles Fowler was selected

to be the Democratic candidate for preobate Judge., His

opoonent in this race wes ll. F. Sears of the llulberry lievs.

Leonard Zoyd lecd his opponent two to one for the nomination

of counvy cleris, but Lance, who was bidding for the sheriff

49

nonination, lost to Sheriff J. D. Turicington.
One of the most interesting races in the 1924

election was for governor. The Republican candidate, Fen

Paulen, neither rejected nor accevnted the I{lan vote. ‘hen

he denied that he was a2 mevber of the IIlan, he always added

"2t this time." The Xlan wes thourht to be responsible

for Paulen's nonination in the wvrimary, and according to

David Chalmers, "It seemed, in late summer of 1924, that

the Zlan was on the march in Zansas and nothing could ston
0

n

it

S Ipid. 49 1yiq.,



i
N

fearing a Klan victory, Wililam Allen ¥White, »ub-
lisher of the Imwvoria Garelte and "Kansas keeper of the
naticn's conscience," entered as an indevendent candidate
for povernor., Althousgh he did not expect to win, he con-
ducted one of the most colorful camvairmms that the state
had ever geen., Determined to defeat the "Crganization of
cowards," he set out with his wife and son in his Dodge
touring car and covered the stote, maliing delichtfully

original campaigsn speeches for six weeks. He would tell

his listceners:

The gang rule firet ceme into the Renublican party
last May vhen a flock of dragmons, kleaglegs, cyclopes,
and furgy furies came to Wichita from Oklahoma and held
o neetine with sonme Kansas terrors and whambedoodlef.

« o« o later the cycloves, Kleagles, WiZards, and willo-
ruswalluruses began parading the Hansas cow pasgtures,
ragsing the word down to the shirtitailed renger that
they were tgjgo into the Xansag primaries znd nominate
Ben Paulen.

The anti-Klan peonle loved this Izind of talk from
William Allen White, but Kansas klansmen at the national
Klonvokation in Kensas City, Misrouri, carried a Tlack
coffin bearing the name of Charles B. Griffith, Attorney

. . oo . . 52
General, and led o goat labeled "William Allen Vhited"
The editor of The Tndenendent described White as "sleek

and fat" in the fcllowing article:

51 .
©7 Ihid., Dre 146-47.
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Bunlrum 3111 Vhite, pictured by on acouaintance, as
a2 nan who sone years ago, saw nim licked by a woman
vhom he had outraged in public epirit; sleelz, fai, and
imperislistic; a Iknocker, a2 kicker, and bushwhacker,
secms to be, at last, fully exposed to the neonle.

tmite represents the Kansag City Star in ¥onsas.
This self-same Ster is supnorving the Flan-endorsed

candidate in Uls‘ourl. White is the author of anti-
Catﬁolic vritings. Yet, he bids for Catholic vote--
votes for it ac°1nst Jonathan Davis, the democratic
noninee., ‘hat a travestyl

L4 L] L Ld » L] . L] - - L L] L] - L] . - L] L] L] . ] - . . .
e o o BilX Khite's candidacy is a double-crossing
crooked candida e o o thite is being pushed by the

Hansag City Nu‘g to trin the very peonle he claims to
be catering to.

In spite of "hite's attempt to ill the ¥lan with

ridicule, Ben Paulen was elected governor of Xansas by a

Gl

plurality of 140,541 votes over incumbent Democrat Jona-
than Davis. Tauvlen received 323,402 votes in the guber-
natorial contest, but Vhite surprised everyone by carry-

ing ®llis County and receiving 149,696 vo‘ces.54

-

7o L. Vhite wrote of his father's campvaign:

Although Paulen was presently elected, ny Tather
Lecelved about the same number of votes as the Demo-
cratic candidate; and he felt that the hundred and
fifty thousand-odd votes which 1e had pited up had
denmonstreted to noliticians that the ¥lan endorse-
ment vwas, in fact, a handicap as there was in Iansas
a larger antl—’lan vote than there were Klansmen.

At all events, the Ilan presently disappeared from

Tansas politics; and on lay 5, “926 ny father fired

53

The Indevnendent, Cctober 24, 1924, n. 2.

54 .
"I'lan Struck Powerful Ilow in the Stete, " The
Indevnendent, November 28, 19524, p. l.




the GaZette his parting shot: ". . . The Xluxers
raneng are as dejected ¢ nd sed as last year's

e po
B
<

tird's nest, af 1lcted Wlth general debilid ty, dizzi-
negs on going galrs, and general aversion to
ferale oOCthV

Lieutenant Governor Chagse, the Ilan's choice, Tre-

ceived a plurality of 181,867 votes. The Indenendent

revorted that a new high in majorities had been set for
¥lan candidetes. Strong said:

The inroads mede by the Ku ¥lux Hlan into the
nluralities of candidates it opposed were manifo“*
in the elections of Charles B. Griflith, attorne;
genera], Trenk J. Ryan, secretzry of utube, and Jess
We Wiley, superintendent of Dv%llc instruction, by
plu;alltles ranging from 14,000 to 26,000 vwhile their
mates on the Republican ticket were rolled ’g
office Ty vluralities of 85,000 to 181,000,2

The I"lan 2lso claimned responsibility for the
vietory of Senator Arthur Caprer, a long-tine winner in
the gtete. In the election of the Rerublican presidential
and vice rresidential candidetes, Calvin Coolid;e and

horles Dawes, the Invisible Imvire again rode on the

shirt tails of certain winners. According to Fenry dJ.

£llen, owner of the Wichita Beacon:

¥ in the last days of the

v glver out quietl
a 2d endorsed Pres1denu Coolid~e.

it wec
ampaisn that the Ilan n

5 . . , v

55 willjam Allen “hite, The Autobiography of
yilliem Allen thite (Wew Yorlk: The Hacmillan Company,
1946), ppr. 631-32,
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This vwas otviously a band-vapon move, as the leaders
mevr thet Cooclidge was sure to he elected anyhow, on
they wanted to get some of the glory. Senator Cavper,
Renublican of Yansas, wag endersed also as a bandveson
»ropositvion, as his opponent was scarcely known. His
record for being unbeatable made nim the natural heir
to the 1lan sup?ort.57

Althourh the Ilan clzimed victories in the election
of 1924, the re-election of C. 3. Griffith as atiorney
general was of great imvoritance, for he was investigating
the IIlan and had been instrumental in attenvting to oust

ate.

-

the organitation from the s
In October, 1924, Charles H, llc Brayer, (Grand
Tragon of the reclm of Fansas, published the Xlan's stand
on the ouster suit in newspaprers throushoult Kansas.
Addressed to "ALlL Eydras, Great Titans, Puries, Giants,

Exalted Cyclops, Terrors, and Xlansmen,'" the letter was

a defense of the Klan and an awnpeal for justice and fair
treatment. It was an imuortant piece of Xlan ypropaganda.
Iic Brayer reviewed the history of the ouster suit brousht
againgt the ¥u Nlux Ilan aznd stated that the cherpges

against the Xlan were contained in two counts. The first

charpge brought acainst the lan was thet It was operating

¢

in I'ensas without a cherter. The Suvreme Court of Fansas

had not rendered = decision on thiis count. The second

charce vag thet the Hlan was Ya crininal orpanization,

(]

57 wylan Victories and Defests, " The Titerary
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igest, LXXXITI, Yo. 8 (lovember 22, 1924), 16.
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viclating every law knovn to God and man, and many of then

t

enunerated." The stote found the organization not puilty
on the second count and diemissed the vetiti on.5¢

In Tlovember, the armuments based on the findings of
5. 1'e Prewster, commisgioner aprointed by the Sunreme

Court to hear the testimony in the Ilan ouster suit, were

rresented to Tthe State Surreme Court. The renort recom-

+ -}

meanded that the Klan be required to obtain a charter to do
buginesc in the state, but stated that no evidence had
been offered to show that the Ilen hed coerced citizens.”?
In Janvery, the Supreme Court declaored that the Iu
¥lw: Xlan vas a salet's orgenization, and as such it needed
rermission to do vtusineess in Kensas., The Klan interpreted
the court's decision as a victory, but the press saw the
decision as the first step in ousting the society from the
state., The ¥lan had been cherged "with many outrages,"

Strong wrote in The Independent, but following two Yyez

of investigation, by both hostile and friendly forces, the
#len had heen compnletely eronersved. Strong s=id, "It

naturally follows that il the Klan nust charter, so nust

,ﬁe."6o Unless the ¥Ylan

)

all other organications in the ot

r

a -
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was exenpt, the Shrinerg, the 0dd Peliows, rnichts of
Fyrthias, and nunerous other fraternal orders would be
forced to secure charters because they, too, purchased
rerelia ond other nararhenalia outside of Fansas and could
be cefined as a business, not a benevolent society.

Cn January 25, 1925, Strong vrote again:

Before the charter controversy is settled there

will probably be a different charter board., Dhere

is no ferfetched metlod by which the Xlan will con-
form with state and national laws. If this requires
a charter, the Ilen will get a chorter vy nationel
suprene nandate. + o « 1t will probebly take more6]
than two years to set o decision on the next one.

A month later the State Senate voted 23 to 14 to
vass a pill to vermit the 'lan to operate in Henseg vwith-
out a charter. This action was no doubt the resgnlt of
nresoure from otler organizations which would also have
to obtain charters if the bill was defeated. Thus, with
the ¥Xlan "resnectable" in the eyes of many lansas citizens,

anplications for membershin begarn to increase., Ffirong

id that 37 men applied for membership in the Invisi

™
o)

Ymmire at Iulberry the morring followirpg the [enate's

action.62

The Fu MKlur Ylan anplied for & ¥Yeansas charter in

l'ey. G. Clay RBaker, state senator from Shawnee County,

[#))
i}
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Ffiled the avplication with the cherter vosrd. The hosrd
hed nreviously refused to frant the charter to the Inde-
rendent Ilan of fmerica and & lecal !Ilen in {yendotte
County, Tut the new application was made on the repular
form prescribed Tor foreign corporations desiring to be
admitted to Dansas. The ovurpose of the corporeltion vwes
listed ag follows:
flothing ercent such as is incidental to the carry-
ing out of its purwoses ac a mystie, socizsl, patrio-
tlc, benevolent association, the conferring of initia-

oA

Cled 20

Tion
tiong, wordu
promotion rxé eet

(

tions in accordance
Klansmen met openly throughout &

of arrest or mersecution.

degren "’tucﬁu,
r:l'.'.LY)u,

fraternal and secret oblisa-
sipns, and e“emonieu, and the
blichment of subordinate organina- -

63

with the provision in ite charter,
ansas without feear

A meeting of the Flen at Girard

s so largely attended that many klansnen did not remain
G0 hear the srezaliers because they could not find stending
room in Tthe theatre in thol counvy seat tovn, Strong

~

observed that 1,500 kxlansmen at one meeting was a large

gathering for an organiration which the Iresc claired hed
-~
1 E) P R UAF

been "ousted from the state.

Ty 1925, the Crawford Couvnty I'nishts of +the Fu Ilux
Illan, Yansas Realn, lo. 22, boacted thal it hed the largest
nenbershis in the history of the orronirzation. The head of

63 .. -
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Hlen Tol. 22 wao Albert Scates and the cecretrory was Roos
Scott. The Xxlavern hod bheen noved Iron the fair grounds
[e)
iy y L "1. " » - 8] 6 5
to I'orth Troadway in Pivtsbure.
Ty 1926, the nolitical fTaction and the Feadlight
faction, which apneared to nave been a radical group of
lecturers and vriters who created diviecions in the local

lans, had been forced to leave the Ylen av Pittobhurg.

Strong observed, "During the three years oI 1life in this

U

county, the orgenization hos faced nany tricky isrcues,
It hag been conpelled to telke drastic mecstres vwhen in-
ternal discension threatened." He said that members
had become nore independent and no longer Tended to vote
in vloes wut voted ag they nleased and endorsed vh
they considered to be "clern govermment candidates,™
vhether they were menbers of the Flan or not. Miead-

.rht spmeechnel-ers are not insice to melke revolutionary
utterarces, or to rromote mrivate wars of their owm
he concluded.66

The fiery cross continued to Ttwurn nightly at the

vaseball park in Pittsburpy in s»ite of the Tact that sone

businescnen bhelieved thaet husiness would have been bebtter

ibid., Jenuvary 9
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1925, 1. 2.



it had been removed. To strancers the wrning crose vwas

-

2 novelty. Flonsmen

%)

Just 1llied To see the

o form of friendly preetins. ol
Thus, by 1926, the lan began to talke on the look

of other fraternal orders of {the dey. Trne Ilen adodnted

& rolicy of coopverating in all public inmprovement projects
crd ebandoned its earlier hatreds The Inviesible Imvire,
it seened, wes en accepted social organization.

The nomination of Al Smith, a Cetlolic end herc of

the Testeorn tig cities, for Iresident of the United Stoteg
in 1928 regenerated the old Klan fear and hatred fox

nt

Cotholicism. Although the Xlan disaprroved of Ilerber

<

ct

Toover's internationalism, at least he was a Protegstant
and salely cry., Dven Tilliam Allen Vhite, long a foe of

)

recentothive of the

I

the Tlan, degcribed Al Smith as a rex

s2loon and gsembling interests and fecred ©

[

<

hat S-ith would,
1T elected, nullify the Fishteenth Amendment by scme "legal

[l
P [92&] e . - ~ e
Trici.” The Vorld's Vori, another o0ld eneny of the ¥lan,

exnlained that the Xlan would ovmose Al Smith because he

- - ot et e 3 - wp == - - g
vas Yinextricably allied with bossism, with nuwllification,

Ibid', ?',F),I‘Ch. 26, 1926, po ]_o
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with cliens, with priest—rule."69

Tavid . Chaimers sumnmed un the election of Herbhert
Toover thus, "In the end, the old-stock native America and
mrosverity were too much for the Trish boy from the Tower
Izet Sides o o o In 1928, wnrobably no Democrat could have
won. . « o However, the Xlan Jid not deserve any important
share of the credit other than having helved condition the
American meople to such campaigns, n70

There isc no definite date for the death of the In-
visible Imnire in eactern ¥Xangas. After the election of
oover, The Flan simpnly faded more and more from the
puklic view. The order anrveared to be thriving in the

of 1928, tut by the depression years it had 2all bdut

R
?

C’)

D
ceacsed tn exiet. rorn wrote of the originel ¥Xlan, "It wasjs
trhen it was not--no man could say when the one condition
ended 2nd the other began. The ¥Yansas ¥lan of the

1920ts, too, ". & . wegy ond then it was not."

69 "the ¥allovs renind the Fu Elux Xlan,® Th
Tiorldt's lork, lJV, No. 3 (January 28, 19?4), 2)2. -

70
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R. Lofton Hudson, in Helring Fach Other to be Fuman,

Often we dislike people because we fear them. . «
We fear the communists--and risrhtly so--therefore, we
hate them, Catholics and Protestants fear each other;
eaob blocks the other's vrogram and are diametrically
“osed on many issues. No amount of sentiment can
VOld that vainful fact. Real love might teach us to
live in meace, but whoever creates a serse of insecur-
ity in arother will arouse his dislike.™
Fanaticism and fear both played major roles in foster=—
ing the Ku Klux Klan movement in eastern Kansae durings the
1920's. MNany Americans were disillusioned and had a deep
sense of insecurity during the veriod following the Pirst
Yiorld Ware. Because of their insecurity, many of the lead-
ing small town citizens turned to the organiration which
apveared to nreserve the status quo. Wany versons who did
not join the movement actually had the same insecurities,
but they were not "joiners" and did not wish to be identi-
fied with the radical Klan organization. Some sgimply did

not share t:i:e fears of their neighbvors and refused to hide

behind sheects and 01*_owainq.2

1 R. TLofton Hudson, Helning Fach Other to be Human
(Waco, Texas: Word Tncorporated, 1970), D. 73.

2 - . -
Personal Interview, Omar Nichols, Sentember 109,

1969.
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To understand the causes of fear in Kansas during
the 1920's it is necessary to study contemvorary lan
literature. There was very little in the Klan writings
to indicate that the lierro was a cause of insecurity.

Moet srall towns had "Jim Crow" lawe, and liesroes knew
that they did not dare stay overnight in these tovms.
Nesroes wino lived in the towns of eastern {ansas were
spoken of as "our colored" and they "new their places
ag surely as the gnuthern Negro knew his. Thus, the old
feer of miscegenation and Negro rule that had rrompted
the establishment of the original Ku Klur Xlan was non-
exigtent in Kansas in the twentieth century.

There were, however, deen-rooted fears and insecur-
ities among Kansans. The chief fears of the Xu ¥lux Klan
related to vrohibition, Catholicism, and immorality. There
wag also a hint of fear of communism, immigrants, labor
organiations, Jews, and corrunt govermment in Klan 1lit-
erature.

Perhans to identify those the Ku Klux Klan hated
most would establish those the Tnvisible Emmire feared
moste.e Although most Klen writers began by saying that
they were not anti-Catnolic, they ended by condemning
the Catholic Church. The Roman Catholic Church renpre-
sented the greatest single threat to Anglo-Saxon-vro-

testant values. The Roman church could, many Xansans
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firmly believed, dectroy the United States. The Xlan
intensified their fears of Catholics. ZTrotestant min-
isters had, for years, linked the anti-Christ and the

Reast of the book of Revelation with the (oatholic Church

and the Pove. It took little persuasion on the part of
Klan writers to convince protestants of all denominations
that the last days had arrived and that tle Pove could
overthrow the goverrnment of the United States oo easily
ag the Communists had seised Ruseia,

Even those klansmen who did not view the Catholic
Church as a major threat believed that Catholics owed
their firet allegiance to a foreign power; therefore,
Catholics could not be "100 per cent" loyal to the United

States. The editor of The Independent wrote, "The only

objiection of the Klan to the Catholic Church is that
its molicy is dictated from a foreign country. « « .
The Catholic Church is Roman in conception and Roman in

'7)
covermment "~

In 192%, Hiram Vesley Evans, Imperial Wirard of

the Ku Klux Klan, wrote in an article, "Klan Princinles
Must Rule,'" foxr Klan organs throughout the United States

that, "The Knights of the Ku Xlux Klan hold that the doc-

5 The Indevendent, May 15, 1925, ». 1.




trine of the Catholic Church is thest the vope is God's
divinely avpointed representative on earth, and has the
right of control over states; that doctrine is dangerous to
tlhils or any other free coum'n_"y."Ar

The Catholic Church was later the target of the
Flan Wirard. In an article which appesred in the Decem—

ber 26, 1923, issue of The Independent, he wrote:

The knights of the Fu ¥lux ¥lan make this solemn
pronouncenent, thet until such time a&s the Roman Cath-
olic hierarchy announces Christ's doctrine of suprem-
acy of State over Church in govermmental affairs, we
shall steadfastly oppose the political interference
of Roman Catholic organizations in »olitical matters
in America. If this is to bring upon us the heavy
welght of Catholic persecution, it is a crose which
we will bear,

[ . . . . . . . . * [ 4 . . . . . . X3 . - . L]

Ld . . L[]
We cannot allow any world wide svstem of religious
teaching, highly organized and entirely secret, to
gain control of the free channels of govermment in
America. The free public school system of America is
the singular God-given ingtrument with which the
forces of superstition, ignorance, and fanaticisem
have been beaten to their kneeg; and any nman of any
sect, anyvhere who lends his voice, his money, or
his influence to the sunpression or hindrance of this
freat educational system is an enemy to this country
and ought not to be permitted_to preach a doctrine
subversive to its vrinciples.

Orin B, Strong defended the Klan principles in The

Independent in 192%:

The Crawford County Klans have clashed more violent-
1y with the Catholics than with any other opposition.
e « o btut we could not congcientiously vote any other

4 . . - -
" Ihid., December 21, 1923, p. 1.

Ibid., December 28, 19023, v. 1.
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way except against the parochial schooling system or
the monovolined Catholic political svstem of hlock
(q1o) voting. Ve firmly believe that the Catholic

people, in *ho mass, will in time throw off the power
vected in *gc ﬁrJOStbOOd, and teke unto themselves
this nower.

it

Te He Given, minister of the United Rretheren
Church at Pittsburg, explained why the Klan limited its
membership to vrotestants:

The reason that Catholics can not join the order
of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan is that only
Gentiles and Protestants can join under the consti-
tution and by laws of that order. It is not anti-
Catholic. The Klan is not firlting Jews. The Jews
in many places are fighting the Klan. . . . & Tentile
can not join a Jewish ornqnlaatlon. Tt vould be

folly for a Gent~l$ to f’fb* a Jewish order because
he could not join.

Given beliewved that the Bible is the basis of all
government and should be read every day in the nublic
schools "because it does not discriminate in any way,
but is the code of all moral law n8

H. A. Strong, another contributor to the Klan organ
at Mulberry, wrote in 1924 that the Ku Xlux Klan wasg
againgt the Catholic Church and "Fonery" becausge the
Catholic "syvstem" wags threatening American mrincivles of

equality and democracy. He believed thet the "rising of

the Klang" was a crusade against despotism in the Catholic

Ihid., May 30, 1924, p. 1.

il Ibid., Sentember 14, 1923, n. 1.

Ibid., September 7, 1923, p. 1.
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Church end calied for an enlistment of "100 per cent Amer-

ican" citizZeng in the Invigible Emuire. The lan, accord-

-

ing to Strong, had a mission to curb Catholic mower in
tmerica, He would rid the United States of the “"foreign"

hierarchy vhich wes attenpnting to control ecornorics, nol-
i L ) B

itics, and religion in the United States. Strong wrote

4

that the Catholic Church wes using "the :reatv sacred order
of Xnirhts of Columbus" in order to gain control of the
Democratic paxrty, through bloc votiny, in order to rule
A : 9
AMEerica,

In l'ay 1924, Strong said:

The Fore crected two new American Cardinals the
other day; these high church "princes! wvere not
chosen by American Catholics, bubt nemed by a Fforeign
potemntate, in the most absolute and autocratic
manner., Great Americanism thati

Tris grand church imperizl, is too exclusive,
and un-fmerican to use the common schoole, to
educate ite children, unless it can control these
schools and use Catholic teachers.

Iverybody else in America uses the »ublic schoolss
only the eixclusive Catholic; he hac to have his
varochial school where from earliest age he can
school American children in the un-American systen
comron to Catkholic policy and ideals, wholly at

. . . P . 9
variance with American idecls and polloy.*o

doseph l'offet Ilecklin, in The Eu dux ¥lan: A

Study of the fmerican I'ind, with respect to the estab-

—

0O

Ibid., July 11, 1924, vb. 1.
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Thid., May 9, 1924, ©v. 1.
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Lishment of the Ku XKlux Klan in Topeka, said, "Ag nesr as

we Itnow, the formulation of Klanism here is fear and

Meclklin attributed the risce of the Klan to public
intolerance in general, and esvecially toward the Catho-
lic Church, He attemnted to show that the Klan drew its
inspiration from ancient prejudices and conciuded that
the Klan was not alien to American society, tut a "recru-
descence of forces that already existed. nl2

Thus, Klan publications and lecturers transmitted
a message that reinforced the member's fear of the Catho-
lic Church. Svpealters often lectured for several hours
on thies gingle tonic., In Liberal, Kansas, T. G. Barlow,
a naotional lecturer from Xangars City, spoke for two
hours, ". « « and in that time expla’ned in detail the
princivles of the klan as an orgarization and its vpolicy
towards the Cati:olic Church, IR

e ¥o Sears, the nublisher of the }Mulberry lNews

VViD 9

ascerted that many "zood" peonle joined the Klan because

1

Study of the American Mind (Wew York: Hercourt Frace,

and Comvany, _924), D..%i

Jogeph Moffat Mecizlin, The Ku kKlux Klan: A

12

7 The Tndependent, December 21, 1923, n. 1.




they believed that the country "is starding in the shadow
of & peril, although that veril is in fact no more tansible
than the lurking presence of the Bogey Man."l4 Fe ridi-
culed the idea that the Pope was going to move his head-
quarters to Waghington within six months as the Klan
organisere were warning the residents of Mulberry in 1923.
Sears wrote, ". . . 1t is time for every newspaper in the
landg, big and little, to get busy and tear the mask from
the faces of these migratory marplots."lS

ot all of the Ku ¥lux Klan members in ecster
Kansag waged a bitter "hate campaign" against Catholics.
In Sentember 1923, the Inirhts of Columbus and the knishts
of the Xu Xlux Elan at Colony advertised a benefit ball
game to te held to ald the Jewish relief fund.t® In
Gearnett, members of the Invisible Trmpire and members of
the Catholic Church met at the Anderson County Courthouse
in order to adopt 2 set of resclutions to help vreserve
peace and harrmony in the community. Both sides denouvnced

the radicals who had invaded their community and had

14 mulverry Mews, Aurmet 23, 1923, p. 2.

L5 1pia.

16 . .
"Here There and Tverywhere," The Louisburg

Herald, quoted from Le Roy Revorter, Sevtember 27, 1923,

s 2o




stirred up strife and hatred among veaceful nejhhbors.*7
By 1925, the tone of the Klan articles had begun to
soften toward the Catholic Church, ond writers sometbtimes
adnitted that perha.s the Klan had been a bit bigoted in
the beginning, The Crawford County ilan parer reflected:
The PTSL, in this county, has pradually assumed an
air or permenency. There is no particular ficht left
here. . « . Today the Klan in this county ig ag conser-
vative as the other Protestant fraternal organizations.
e o o Credulous Klansmen now know that there are no
cuns stored in the bagenents of the Catholic churches,

ang crcduWqu Catholic mothers now that their crild-~
ren wi n9§ be kidnapwed by hooded Knights after

nlﬁhtfall

In 1926, a ¥lan newsparer reported on the organira-
tion's increased tolerance, "Catholics are not bLeing de-
nounced by Headlight henchmen as 'Red necks' cnd 'Fish-
eatersg.' It is a wvery nuch improved condition.
unlikely that the following letter "to the editor" of a
small town paner published 1n 1923 would have appeared
three years later:

Well, a few more words about ouvur preacher. He wes

born and raised by Catholic parenvs down in Texas. He
says he has seen “he Christien missionsries visit the

18 v -
The Independent, December 11, 1925, p. 1.

19 Ibid., February 12, 1926, p. 1.



Mexican residents of their city and distritbute the

Bible, and the 0ld priegt of the Catholic Church would

follow up and take the Bible from the vpoor Mexicans, and

he has seen the Catholic priests burn the Rible by the

hundred. HS has shown up some bad things on hig varen-

tal church.<0

Ags the Klan matured and became a vart of the frater-
nal scene, it ceaged to fear the Catholic Church. The
radical speckers against the Catholic Church failed to
produce any concrete evidence that the Tope was going to
overthrow the government of the United Stetes, and Klans-
men gained confidence and lost their feelings of insecur-
ity.al Ty 1926, Klansmen no lornger believed that the
birth of a male child in a Catholic fanily wes celebrated
by burying a gun and ammunition beneath the church in
nrevaration for the day when the govermment was to be
- e 22
overthrown on hehalf of the Pope.<<
Coupled with the idea that Catholics were less than

one hundred ver cent American wes the idea that natriotism
wag limited to white, Protestant, Anglo-Pazxon citirens of
the United Stotes. Thus, an exaggerated sense of patriot-

ism permeated all Klan literature. A writer for the Klan

20 Tetter to the Rditor, Drexel Ster, November 3,
1923, v. 1.

Fersonal Tnterview, Omzr Nichols, September 19,
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"Why Thev dJoined the Klan," The Few Republic,

¥XXVI, No. 468 (lovember 31, 1923), 322,
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orsan at Mulberry wrote in Yay of 1924, "Is it wrong to

awacen patriotiesm and Christianity in the hearts of

men?"??  Another writer steted:

The ¥lan teaches that the rishts of American citi-
menship should be exvercised to the fullest degree by
all loyal Americans so that foreign and un-American
influences shall not contro% the destinies and sap
the loyalty of this nation. 4

The inmvortance of vetriotism in the Tnvisitle In-
nire cannot be overlooked in a study of the Xu ¥Ylux Klan
in eactern Konsas. The ritvals of the {lan were steened
in petriotism. The following editorial 1llustrates the
influence of patriotic rites. The story wes called "The
Tesson."

And sometimes we wonder why Americans--real Ameri-
cans onnose the lesson of the Ku Xlux Xlan.

Not long since we saw 5,000 men in full regalia.
Tventy bhands were nlaying "The Star Spangled Ran-
ner." The military step was perfect. Fach step
wag in unison. Every robe was snow white, with red
dash, made by the insignia of the order and of de-
nocracy, setting off the intensce wiite. On every
aide were gilk flags--larrse ones, the Americen flag.

In the lead of this varade were 300 horsemen, all
nounted on rrey or dapnle grey horcses. The bridle
reins were decorated with 1ittle flogrs. Hvery tenth
rider carried a larce American flag.

Ivery 100th man carried a minature fiery croseo.
Gisantic spot 1islite vlaved over the scene.

At the end of the gtreet was a large flags pole,
the unner end of which was more than 100 feet n the
air. Trom this was susnended an American flags of
20740 feet in dimergions. Uvon this flap a2 cdoren
spot lights were plavine., As the parade neored the

The Indenmendent, lMay 2, 1924, ». 1.

Tobid., Sentember 2&, 19237, n. L.



flag a doen buclers stepiped into the lirht. They
were costumed in white garments. Their military
busle call rose shrilly over the softer "Onward
Christian Soldiers" of the leadinzg band. A svace
and two hundred men arrorced themselves in & for-
nation svelling out the wordes-="Americans on guard."
Tt was an insviring sight.

"Ts there a man with sovl so dead, who never 1o
himself hoth said, This is nine own, my native land?"
Vfhat a lesson in vatriotism thisl There were no

scoffers there.<d

The natriotic spirit of the Klan during the
1920's was not a2 new element in eastern IHansas. During
the months vrior to the ertry of the United Steates in
Vorld War T, lecturers made "one hundred vper cent Ameri-
can" smeeches in thestres and overa houses throughout
the Midwest. An advertisement which avvezred in the
Drexel £tar on lNovemher 29, 1917, read:

Darius A. Brown Coming: Darius A. Brown of Kan-
sag City will addresg the neovle of this vicinity
at the Bryant Thestre orn Iridey night, lNovembher
30th, under the auspices of the FNational Defence of
which John Showalter ie chairman. This will he a
rousinge vatriotic meetines and everyv libertv loving
person with 2 dron of American blood in his veins
should be vresent._  Wo Afdmiecion. It ig immortant
that vou he there.

Yhen the United Stotes enterced the war in 1917,

Red Crose centers snrang un in every small town and conm-

et )

munityr. Fraternal orders were erxtrenely petriotic. In

25

Thid., Octoher 24, 1924, m. 2.

26 Drexel BStar, November 29, 1917, v. 3.



Novemher 1917, the Bryant Theavre at Drexel adver-
tised the showing of "Civilization" which was des-
cribed as a film snectacle even greater than "Birth of
a Nation." The acdverticement ureged the citizens, "If
you have one drop of American blood in your body, see
'Civilizationt' .27

Kansans were proud of their patriotic spirit in
1917, and those who did not support the war whole-
heartedly were considered less than 100 per cent Ameri-
can. Young men who did not readily volunteer in the
service of their country were called "Yellow Strealis"
and they often found a yellow streak painted on their
gates, Their mailboxes, or on their houses. One young
man who appeared reluctant to serve his country awoke
one mornirg to find a yellow streak painted comvletvely
around nis house. There was frequent talk of "tar and
feathers," but there is no evidence that the threat
was actually carried out .28

The telephone operators of the locally owned and
overated telepvhone company, the Farmer's Mutual Tele-

rhone Company, repeatedly warned Ir. A. C. VWunniclke

2
21 Ibid., lovember 1, 1917, ». 3.

28

Personal Interview, Golda Johnson, Sentember
:!_, 19690
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against the use of the German language over the tele-
phone., VWhen the doctor objected to the draft and the
sending of American soldiers to France, he was hranded
a "German suy" and received so much abuse that he wes
finally compelied to publiish the following notice in
the local pavner:

Dr. A, C. Vunnicke wishes to state that the utate-
ment circulated that he 1s a German spy is a false-
hood and that he will prosecute to the full extept of
the law any one maliing such statements furthermore,
he states that he was born in this country His an-

stors were of French and Polish descent, his great
grandfather being on the staff of Napolenn and was
with him at the capture of lMoscow. He says he can
remember his mother telling how Napoleon took off his
helmet so that the doctor's great grandsire could fill
it with snow to melt to queggh their thirst on a long
march in the winter months.

Another notice addressed to the "voters of Cass
County" during the wer informed the peopnle, "Loafing and
o € - 2 b 5
idleness is a crime and non-egssential effort is criminal

20
under the present conditions."-

Yet another exanple of the extreme vatriotism of
Americans during World War I is found in a notice which
vas labelled "Unpatriotic Patriotism." It read:

One of the most unpatriotic things peonle can do

is to put sin in the nlace of patriotism. When peo-
ple start giving card rarties to raise money for such

sacred cauvses as the Red Cross, it looks to us like
all sense of self-respect of that community hac been

29 prexel Stor, December 1.6, 1917, p. L.

Ibid., June 27, 1918, p. 1l.
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lost. « o o but tharl: God for communities like Dgixel
where card vrlaying and dancing is not tolerated.

Thus, when Z. H. Given descrihed the qualifica-
tions for Klan membership in 192%, it was nothing new to
small townspeopnle., Rev. Given wrote:

Every man of the order takes his stand upon the
hirhest ideals for the vurest tyve of Americar na-
triotiam.

They stand uvron the Declaration of Tndenendence
as the bagis of all popular govermment.

L] L[] L] L[] . L[] L[] L] . . . . » . L] [ ] . L] . . . . . . . . L]

L]

We gtand for the American flage. . . . We have
but one flag, and it the universal flag, anad it calls
to the nations of the world, "Don't tread on me."
The nrice of the flap weas the blood of ovr fathers.

To those who would undermine the free institu-
tions we say "Fands off,!" and we will defend the
free institutions against every foe, whether it be

T . . A
nolitical or eccieSLastlcal.BL

A ¥lan pathering in Crawford County in May of 1924

best describes the natriotic sentiments of klansmen. The

writer for The Tndenendent descrihed a meeting of the {lan:

TLact Monday nisht the Klang of Crawford County and
sone of those of Barton Countv, Mo., assembled at the
nevly-nurchased ¥lan home in HNorth Pittsburg--the
fair Grounds.

Tt was a mighty cathering!

If the ovrosition of the [llans could have stood to
the fore and identifTied everwv face that nassed throuzh
the well-suarded vportals--faces of 3,000 American men
-~-hundreds of them voun~ nmen, virile men, strong
men--men who fousht in the Argonne, at Chatieu
Thierry, ard men rrey at the temples who fourht in
the Snaniash American war--ond just a few, 2 very
few who wore the Blue and the Grey in 1861. Ameri-
caena every one.

31

Ibid., March 21, 1918, ». 3.

2 .
°” mhe Tndevendent, Sevtember 7, 1923.
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hot 2 revelatvion it would hove heen for some of
the cor ine ecritics vwho talk and know not whereof
they sweak. Could the critice then hove been pilot-
ed throush the outer and the inner walls of men to
the very center--to the base of the American flag—-
to the very center of Xlandom, asg it were. The
head critic, with realization dawning within him,
would have said--Here is an organization that ex-
emplifies patriotism. Then, after an early ritual-
ism, when 3,000 voices welled up on one great vol-—
ume of sound, "Mv countryv 'tis of thee

Sweet land of liberty."

The critics would have bowed their heads, or
joined in thet sreat spontaneous burst of national
gsong. Who denies the richt of a Klaneman to ex-~
emnlify the American flagl VWho denieg the risht of
a Klansman to sing Americal Who denies the righj,
of the chaplain to pray for the weal of Americal”:

David M, Chelmers in Hooded fmericenism said,
"Althourh vice was always a metter of interest, the bond
vhich united ¥lansmen and churchman was a common strugsgsle
againct demon rum and ite ninions."’% Nowhere is this
nore evident than in esstern Kancase.

Prohihition appealed to Ilansmen and would-be
klansmen alile. Throughout Kansaes the V. C, T. U, hod
heen organized to nput an end to "this great evil--the
5

Z
liqour traffic."’’ Sermons were preached against the

sale of alcoholic bheverages in most vrotestant churches,

ag

and prohibitionisltle found maeny willing discinles in the

-

wvar araingst the "wet forces.!

Ibid., Mey 2, 1924, ». 1,

Drexe) Star, MNovembher 15, 1917, p. 1.
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Chalmers, me 248,
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Before the Klan cane to Kancas, & woman who lived

in a tent in Miami County went to the Justice of the
Peace in Sugarcreek township. ©She said her son had be=
come intoxicated by drinking liguor at a "blind tiger"
onerated in Drexel, Nr. J. H. Rhea, Justice of the
Peace, told her that he had no jurisdiction in Misrcouri
and for her to see a Missouri officer. She told him
that she could ret no satisfaction from the Miscouri
officiale hecause she did not have sufficient evidence.
Shortly after the woman's complaints had been regis-
tered, however, the "joint" was visited by v»ersons
wearing white robes and white hoods pulled down over

their faces. They vroceeded to empty the contents from

58

the owner's bhottles, then took the operator of the tavern

to the edge of towvn where he was warned to leave town
and never to come back. lio one knew who the whitew-
robed men were, but the incident went down in the mem-
ory of those who rememberecd the incifent as the worlr of

the "white-oapners."36

Most small town officials in Kansags shared the sen=-

timents of the Ieyor of Irerel., Vhen he learned thed

there had becn slrancsers in fown whno had beer drinkting

[}

and had becone intoxicated on a Saturday nirht, he in-

36 e )
7 George Rhea, "History of Drexel," Dr

zel Star

(Tovenber 12, 1953), 2
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certed a notice in the Irexel Stor which threatened:

"Drexel will not tolerate any such performances, This

is a2 vprohibition town. Zootleggers should keep away
if they don't want to gmet what is coming to them "o 1

-

Vhen the Ku Xlux Klan beceme orcanized in Kensasg,
Pootlegring had existed for yearg in Crawford Countys yet,
there was but one source of supply for the county, and
"drunk after drunk and bootlegger after bootlegger" who
avneared in the local police courts told that he "got it
in Croweburg or a do“en other vlaces" to the south of
Pittsburﬁ.38 The county had been controlled for scome time,

The Tndenendent claimed, through a "booze ring." It would

be hard to brealr up for the bootlegrser had been protected
bv men of means and dignity "who handled things, but never
appeared in public with dirty hands."9 In February 1925,
a number of raids on a bootlegging ring in rittsbhurg were
conducted by members of the Ku Klux Klan.

During the first ten days of the "clean-up" of

the booZe industry in Crawford County by the Ku Xluxers

Wi
-J

Drexel Stor, Avril 13, 1922, De L.

The Tndqupdemt, Hareh 20, 1925, »n. 1.

59 ibida., Pebruary 13, 1925, v. l.
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4,700 rallons of "moonshire" were confiscated. This was

in addition to thousands of gallons of "wine, hootch,

and other stuff tahen."4o "aturally the bootlegger

and other law violeters have no love for the Klan,"

wrote a klansman in 1925.41
In August 1925, at a local meeting called by the

Ku Flux Xlan, the Invisible Emvire offered financial and

noral supmort to the law enforcement agencies in Crawford

County %o curb the sale of ligour. The meeting was held

at Mulberry, with many non-Klan peonle present. Those

at the meeting wanted strong enforcement of the prohibi-

tion law and vagsed a resolution supporting severe punishe

ment of the constable, Fred Black, and his two depnuties

if it was proved at their trials that they had accepted

bribes. It also agreed to oust Sheriff Turkington from

o

office i{ it could be shown that he was vrotecting the

liquor interests in Crawford County. Iulberry Klan
members were inciined to believe thal Black wasg innocent

of irreguler practices becauvse he was a Klan member.

instead, they preferred to believe that the sheriff was

[
N

guilty ana was attempting to involve & member of the

42

Klan in the illegal liquor traffic." In a letter to

Inid., Aw»ril 13, 1925, p. 1.
41 1%ig., March 20, 1925, p. 1.
42
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~

the editor of The Independent, a reader exnressed the

following opinion: "“ror Twenty yeers Crawford county
hag been the wettcest and poscibly the most lawless
nlace in Kensas, if not in the niddle wegt. This con-
dition could not have existed without greft and the
murchase of rrotection by the Joint }:eepe:c's."ﬂ"3

Lven thoge who did not endorse the Xu Klux Klan

in Crewford County had to admit thet the Eluxers ha

Qu

done what the anti-Xlan forces and individuvals had not
been able to do for years--rid the county of the liguor
induetry. Throuch the heln of ¥lan-elected county atitor-
ney, Feth Carl, and the efforts of the Invisitle FEmrire,
the sale of liguor was stonyped not only in Crawford
County, but to some extent in every other county horder-
ing on Craviford County.

Cr prohibition the Ilan found ready-nade alliies
against liquor. The V. C. T. U., nrotestent churche
and puritanicel citizens of trhe small torms in eocstern
rengas endorsed the Invisible Emnire's war on the ligour
forces and avnroved vholever neans the Mmnire used to
rid their comnunities of the "evil of drink." Ilo one

quegtioned the Klan'e vigilante-tyre methods to elimin-

43 1ypiq,



ate hoonte, for the end justified the means.

1

De

1. Given, 1like many others, attacked the enemies

b
i

of prohitition throursh the Ku Xlux Klan. He wrote:

When the governor of the great steste of New York
defied the dry laws of this countryv and threw down
the challenre to the Anti-Saloon Teague and the Knights
of the Ku Klux Klan, then it was that the average man
who has not sworn his soul away, soupht for admittence
into this order which was championing the righteous
cause in America.

Meither the wet forces of this country, Roman hier-

archy, nor the subsidized v»ress, or the politicians
can destroy tL¢u the most powerful orhunmhatlon on
the face of the earth outside of the chureh of Jegus
Christ. This great force standing for the open Rible,
mure womanhood and manhood, the American nation, for
putlic schools, government of the people WX the meo-
vle can 1nf1nehoc many millions of «ot,p.

Williem Allen Vhite avprears to have heen as suvrortive
on the iggue of vrohibition as Given, White's son wrote,
"There were bir~ots in this movement, but T wonder if anv
subsequent ceneration can understand that there were many
most earnest, if mietalten idenlists who poured into the
movement the enthusiasm of & deep hove that Prohitition
could abolish alcoholism, and thaet it would bte a tremendous
step forward in human hr_a,}_J_JT_Ji,ms,c?."ﬂ“5

An editorial in The New Revnukb ylic exvlained why

neonle Jnined the Iu ¥iux Xlan. Tt was a parochial-minded-

ness which cauvsed people to longs to turn back the clock to

A .
4 Thig., Sentember 14, 1923, n. 1.

45 .
Vhite, p. 6%4.
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Victorian times in order to nreserve the status guo
wiiich seemed in so much dancer. The old institutions
which had been held denr were threatened by the wildness
of youth, the bootlegrer, all night auto escanades,

vetting parties, and bad gin. Peovle, esgnecially in the

D

I"iddle West, were frightened by the rarpid changes which
were taking nlace in society.46 Bven William Allen
White, a2n enemv of the Klan, sensed that the era was
becoming morally corrupt. Unon reachling his fiftieth
birthday, he wrote:

Mifty vears meant something so new and so sad
that T felt uwnset in bewilderment and something like
sorrow. I had crosced the meridian, and T did not
like the new country.

And where, in these glittering twenties, were
the hones whieh T and my kind had held so hirh
in the firet two decades of the new century? ILook-
ing around me in the gethering roar of prosperity,
the onlv rising political force seemed to be the
dark pigotrvy of the Ku ¥lux Flan. And other sinister
forces of ovnnression to the free human anirit seemed
to be gathering across the seas. Where were our
hopes and dreams of vesteryear?

L] - . L} . . . [} [} . . . L] . . .

. L] L] . . [ ] . .
What 2 sordid decade is vnegging! It will te
nown in Americen historv fifty vears hence as the
time of terrible reaction.

e o o Corruvtion is rammaent in higsh Dlacesﬂ
Special vrivilere is unleashed and shameless.“7

"rere is little doubt trat the Tlan anrealed to many

decent snall townspeonle who wanted tTn curb the immorality

A6 g s , o . i, , .
*P Mphe Rise and #Mall of the Ku Kiur ¥lan," The Mew

Revublic, LIT, No. 678 (Movember %0, 1927), 34.

T ymite, vp. 627, 632,
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thet seemed to threaten the ways of the pasgt. The
newsneners and magerines were filled with stories of
bootlegsing, corruvt goverrment, and immorality in the
cities. The mass production of the Model T Ford was
ringing chanses much too swiftly for the small towms,
and one judre became famous when he called the Model T

"a house of prostitution on Wheels."48 Naturally,

Kansans were frightened and insecure. Then the Ku Klux
Klen atiacked the local undesirables in the tradition of

the old vigilante law and order style of earlier days,
the Tnvigihle Emrire was given a badge of respectability.
When a married man of Twrexel began Tto have an
affair with “enother wonman," the Xu Klux Klan advised
the man--in a note--to breslk off the affair at once or

suffer the conseacuences, lNeedless to say, the man heeded
49

the advice of the Tnvisible mpire, LAecording to
Y. V. Mills, wko corresponded with the editor of the

tar about the Klan, a signed letter advising

the person to conduct himself properly was usually

.. . 5
sufficient no“l:lce.—“0

18 jjorman lic Yenrie, Secret Societies (London:
A1dus Tooks, 1967), P. 283.

49 Personal Tnterview, Qlivan Tundy, Sevtember 9,
1969.

50 .. o . z

-7 Tetter to the ®aitor, Drexel gtar, October 17,
1923, 1. 1l
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The Tnvisible Imvire, then, became the keeper of
community morals, When anyone stevred out of line, the
Klan was there to remind him that his conduct was un-
degirable, TIf that failed to chenpe the violater's
conduct, the Klan used meore forceful means, There isg
little evidence in the local newgnaiers of esstern Kan-
gsag to indicate that the Hlan often had to resort to
harsh mecsures. The war against the Catholiec Church

was carried on from the wulnit of rvrotestant churches

c_l..

or from the spealer's platform., The bettle agzinst
immoral ity was usually conducted svbtly. Cnly against
"boore" did the Klan move forcefully from the very first.
tor the most vnart there seemed to be a decire on the

vart of small tovmspeovle to form a society in wihiich
they couvld verbalize their fesrs and express their love
of God and country.

The Xlan, of course, was not the only watcher of
the morals of the community. The pastor of the MMetho-
diet Church at Touisbhurs, lansae, called attention +to
the fact that many in the church were becoming involved
in harmful amusenents., In Klan-like manner, the pastor,
A. J. Cutrell, wrote for the 1, f. Church noteg:

Mor the benefit of csome who have been misied by
nevsnaver revorts, I call abtention to paragraph 69
of the Discinline, which reads as follows: Ve look
with deep concern on the great prevalence of harm-
ful amusements, and 1ift up a solemn note of warn-

ing, pearticularly aga:nst attending unon immoral,
guestiomalhle, and misleading theatrical motion
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nicture performences; egaingt dancing, and again
(a4

n
such geregs of chence a8 gre frequently assoc

Chm

Tatod

l—'*C?

Mo, Methodigt, the ban is not lifted on dancing,
neither sin of any other form. e boldly a whert es
¥ethodists, that we are more than ever oprosed T
talting diversions as cannot be used in the nenme of
the Tord Jesus Cnrlst in the ballroon or any other
sin of divergion, at the same time clain_to be a2
follower of the ch*]e en of Gallilee.-

Protestant churches had not changed treir defini-

tion of sin between pre-Vorld VWer I days, when the Rev.

6]

. Covert vreached against "Sabbath Breeslers" in his

!
28

.
Sunday norning serron, and 1924, Covert warned his
congregation against the common sin of Sabbath breaking,
and in his sermon he explained thal "Jjoy riding, Sunday
bageball, wnicture ghows, narks, and Theeatres, and all
worldly armusements" were sing wheh enjoyed on the
Sabbath,”?
Flansmen were urred to be on guard at 211 times
against the evils in society. They were advised by
lecturers and vriters that there wes not a local organ-
iratiorn in the Tnited States wiich should sit by idly
with the excuse that there was noteing to do. Perhaps
he Klan did becore the hupe secret service organiza-
ticn that Simmons planned, for one ¥Hlan writer said,

"iany a2 boctlegrer and illicit narcotic dealer, many

(%)

q
~ Louisburg Herald, July 3, 1924, n. 1.
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2 .
urexq} Star, June 7, 1917, ». 1.
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a trafficker in the shame of womanhood, many a vasrant,
loafer, and thief has met his downfall cirectly owing
to information lodged with the nroner authorities."5)
That the Tnvisihle Impire worlted with law enforcement
todies, was confirmed in The Tndenendent which declared,
"The Klan is also a2 civic asset in the cause of law en-
forcement. ¥Hlansmen are sworn not only to obey the law
thenselves, but also to aid the constituted authorities

. . K4
in enforcing them."

One of the first eramples of the Tnvisible Fmoire!

efforts to clean unr a comrunity's morals was in Shawnee
County where the Xlan started a camvairn to "clear the
highwey of smooners" in July of 1923.55 In lovemhrer
1924, the Pittsburg Chavter of the Ku Kluv Klan, includ-
ing the Women of the Ku Klux Klan, resolved that the

rublic dance resorts that were overcted for vrofit

should he elosed. A rerorteor for Mhe

nendent wrote:

Poome, wvouth, and ignorance has played a larpge
nvart in meiin~ mrofiteble these debasing enisodes,
n this community most of the cases of assault he-
tween the sexes have followed dances where thev rmot
the insviration for rasch and immoral acts. Like
the salcon lkeemners the darnce manarers have 1aid no
heed to "ublic sentiment,

53

The Independent, Sentember 28, 1923, . 1.

Mechem, e 3562,
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Bvery few davs some rotten scandal of lost wvouth
and blacted 1ife comes to the surfece. To capital-
ize the weaknegses and the follies of vouth for
monev is wrhat the XK. K.RE. ard other orscanizations
are tryving to break un., -

Intense netionaliem encouraged Americans to avoid
all Buropean complications. A flood of Immigrants whose
wave were alien to rlansmen and the "Red Scare" were
threats to the social order that the Invisible Fmnire
was strusgling to preserve. TEconomists, too, warned of
. . 57
the danpgers of an influx of sterving Turobeans.-

The Klan with its "100 ver cent Afmerican theme

[

and Anglo-=-Sazxon suverioritv exnounded the threat from
uncheclked immigration. Their fesr of Cormunisgt infil-
Tration into America was also invoked to restriect imrmi-
eration. Xarl Schriftgiesser wrote that with few ewcen-
tione the American tress was filled with terror of Red

Ruseia, "Secretaries Mughes and Hoover spoke often

)
3
Y]
[
]
N
t
1

the Hed Wenace and Attorney General Dauvcherty
was a8 excited and as active as A. Vitechell Falmer, his

. . 5
mredecegcor had been," Schriftriescer concluded.

B .
°® nne Tndecendent. Yovember 12, 1924, . 2.

T

Fagcigmo, "

o7 Arthur Corrines White, "An American
@orum, I,TXIT, No. 5 (November 1924), 636-638.

58 ., . . C oo " ,

°% Karl Schriftpiesser, This Was Normaley (Boston:
Little, Prown, and Company, 1948), p. 94.
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There is 1ittle in Kansas Klan literature, however,
to surrest that communism was regsarded as a2 primary
threat to society. Robert lNMurray indicated that there

were only a few raids on Reds in the Midwest and "Only

N . . 59 .
in Kansag City wae there much activity."" ~ David M.

Chalmere pointed oul that the Ku Klux Klan digcovered

communism in the 1930's, but hy that time the Klan had

ceased to bhe an influential force in castern ¥ancas 60

Thus, the feor of cormunism wag not too cipnificant in

causing rien in emall Yansas towrns to Jjoin the Hlan,
The Ku Xlu:r Klan was strongdly enti~-immirsrrant.

The attitude of the lan Wivard, Hiraem Wesley Evans,

toward immigration was expressed in The Indevendent.

The Vizard stoted:

A larse number among the vast hords of immigrants
who have reached our chnoreg in the last thirty wvears
have been Catrolics. Another larger nercentace of
tinis horde have bheen Jews. In FProtestant Aweﬂloa we
must hoave time to teach these 2lien nreople the fun-
damental vrincinles of human liberty before we per-
nit further masces of ignorant, suoncrstitious, re-
lipious, devotees to come within our horders.

[ . . . . » - . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . . . .

Trom every ancle our country and its institutions
are in danger, and no donger 1s rreater or more de-

S

59

“~ Robert iTurrey, Red Scare: A ftudy in Hational

Hysteria, 1919-1920 (Winneapolis: University of Minne-
sota Press, 1955), pe 217.

o0 Chalmers, D. 5.
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structive than the infi%?ration of veopleg and ideas
iewl DL

which are not American,

On dJanuary 4, 1924, his opinions on the subject
azain avreacred in the above napers
» » o three millions and more have come--quite
enougn for todayv and for fifty years berond. Until
these milliions are distributed, Poland, Roumania,
and Russia must find other ports of entry for their
gemitic subjects. The native-born, white Protes-

tant Christian American has all the foreign popula-
tion of Burope and of Asia thagzhe can digest orx

agsinilate, or even entertain,

Nor 4id the Klan favor "foreisgn tusinesses"
the Urited Stetes. A mews item from the Klan organ in
Crawford County discloses the fact that Sears-~Roebuck
and Comnany wos identified as a "foreign businesg"
taking money from Kansas business. The editor of The
igﬂgggggggi revorted in 1925 that Sears-Roebuck and

»

Company had insgtelled a $5,000,000 vlant in Kensas City.
"Thev're after Kansas money. They're after it hard,"
Strong warmed his readers, ITn only one day, according
to Strong, 85 mall sacks of Sears-Roebuck catalogs had

come into the post office at Columbus, Kancas. The

editor warned his readers that Sears-Roebuck and Company

wes a "forelgn" comvany dominated by 2 foreign power

61
The Tndevendent, December 28, 1923, p. 1.

Ibid., January 4, 1924, p. 1.
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~ from the

d
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end klansmen were cauvtioned against buyvin
company.63

Although Pittsbhurg was a mining certer and labor
there was as well organized ag in any other Kansas
community, there was 1little anti-labor sentiment in
Klan literature. The members of the Invigible Empire
were inclined to believe that strikes and Jlabor gquarrels
were the vroducts of foreien agitators. On the other
hand, & close ally of the Klan was the Ascociate Indug-
tries, made vy of packers and railroad men., This asgocia-
tion feought labor and "ovposed such snocking notions as
factory inspection and the minimum wages.“64 In spite
of the ¥lan alliance with the Associate Industries, the

labor vote helped the Klan gain its first triumvhs at

65

the polls.

In October 1924, the editor of The Independent

revorted that a wvery serious "labor debacle" was de-
veloping on the Jlocal labor scene. A three-year con-
tract had been signed in the 14th district by the U. M.
Wo Aey, and the workers were hoping to regain markets

they had lost. Neanwhile, a man by the name of Howat

ITrid., PFebruary 20, 1925, p. 2.

Chalmers, De. 145.
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was the choice of the Skidmore local for the nresident

of the union, ™t the on*her locals did not accevt his
nomination. The International vresident favored the
election of Howat and subsequently tried to force the
other locals to accept the man., Ag a result, work in
the mires was virtually varalyzed. The Indevendent
feared that the intervention of the Interrational vresi-
dent was interferring with the selection of a vresident
and wrote, "This auestion is not 2s to the fitness of
Mr. Howat for the office of wvresident. There mayv be
scores of other men equally as s00d. « o but that is
1ot the issue: The issuve ig whether distriet 14 U. M.
We A, shnl) have gelf-determination or have it immosed
upon them."66
Strong ureced both sides in the controversy to
vrevent a serious labor disnute in the district. FHe
saids
To all intents and vpurroses, ag it is told to
g, Mr. Howat is a member of tbe Skidmore Iooql.
Tf Wr. Howat was not accentable, he should hawv
been storped at the door. Ve krow nothines of
regulations in the U. M. W, A. but we do Imow
eauity.
Tt would mleane us just as well to see anv
other man whom the niners select as their Prersi-

dent, but to foment & civil war here--a labor war
in the digtriect's chief induvstrv, is malicious

66
The Tndevendent, October 10, 1924
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tomTfollery--and thiis is what it is tentemount ‘co.67
Strong appealed to the union to decide the matter by a
norular vote of the people who paid their dues into

the organization. Thus, it would anpear that the
claims that the Xlan wag anti-labor in eastern FKansas
are not entirely well-founded.

Vhy did Hensans become members of the Invisible
Imnire? Vas it strictly out of fear and insecurity or
were there other factors which cauvsed the ranks to f£ill
so ranvidly? According to Stanley Frost, the lan was
expedient. It used bootlegsing, hipgh railroad rates,
or tihre latest local scandal to further its cause. The
I0an both reflected and exploited unrest and discatis-—
. faction with the high cost of living, social injustice
and inequality, political corruntion, hyvhenism, dis-
unity ard unassimilated and conflicting ideals and
standards., The I'lan was strorng "because 1t offered
wvkat no one else had offered: 2 solution which weas fun-
danmentel and all-embracing in that it called for a re-

urn vo time=honored standar s."68
The pgrowith of fundementalimm in protestent Amer-

ica also played an inportent role in the Invisible Im-

T 1pig

Stanley Prost, The Challence of the ¥lan (In-

e r— B o it e ——

-

3 A “
diaznanolis: Bobbs Werrill Company, 1924), nn. 170-72
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pire, Fundanertaliem chiallienred the new developments
and sousrht to entrench traditional decetrines and pra
tices. It was 2t times a bitter and divisive movenent
vinich was often nilitant., Its leaders were charged
with stirring up confiiet as niuch for the love of a
fight as for love of truth. The movenent tended to iden-
t.fy Christia r with patriotism and was influenced by
the stream of suvervatriotism which marized the 1920's.
One Tundenentelist leader nreached "100 per cent Amer-
icaniem" and said thet patriotism and Christienity ere
synorymours terms Jjust ag hell and traitors are synoiy-
mous, Altiiough fundamentaliem declined rapidly after
1925, its influvence conmtinued in certain congresations
and gmell denominations, any who arreed essentially
with its doctrines turned avay hecauvse they did not wont
to be acsociated with ite s»irit of bitterness and strife,.
It is not difficult to see the parallels bvetween-this
movemnent in protestant churches and the u Iluxr Xlan.
Tilte the v Hlux Mlan, fundementelism introduced harm-
ful tensions into the churches vhich offset ite worth-

. 60
while contributions. o~

69

He Leon Iic Beth, "The Fundementalist Movement,!
Source: Church Training, II, lio. 2 (Januvary, Pebrusry,
Keorch, 1972), 3&-40.
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The Iu lux Xlan, then, can be vieved as an inevit-
avie vroduct of the 1920's, Tear and insecurity led naxg
ransans into the Invisible Empire, but those who becane
nenvers of the secret order in eastern lansas were not
revelutionaries or simply chronic malcontents but honest
laborers and snall town businessmen--bankers, ministers,
publishers of small town weeklies, lawrers, doctors, and
nerchants. They were insecure in the present and avrrehen-
sive about the future, Insecure and fearful, they turned
againet thet vhich threctened and was alien to them. Vhen
the enermies feiled to materialize or were eliminated, the
Frnights no longer had anything to fear and their crusade

COl-‘ Ch nsed L
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Fear alone, however, cannot account for the svec-
tacular success of the Ku Klux XKlan in eastern Kansas in

The 1920t's, for from its

L
t
o
2
T.').
=
o
%
2

naeas produced

an environment in which secret societies coula th

lv-‘

rive.

The earlv historv of Kansas is filled with fear, intrirue,
vigilance, and the formation of secret orders to mrotect
life and onronertv. The Xu Klux Klan is the lasgt 1link in
a long line of secret organizations which existed in
Kensas from territorial days.

oat of the first Konsas residentes were sincgle

O_l

men from Miscouri. They formed roving bands called

"nosses, " and thev interviewed all newcomers, telling

then that death was all that was in store for those

who onposed the pro-slavery faction. "Without even the

shadow of autlbority, life was taken and proverty confis-

cated v the antegonistic element. The social and poli-

ticel systen was uniocue and peculiar to the country.”l
Secret Indian treaties made in Washinston D. C.

were made known to these wnro-slavery peovle through

1 Williem Ansel Witchell, Linn County, Kensas--A
Vigtory (Kansas City: Cemnbell-Gates, 192>), p. 98.
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secret orpanizations. Thev learned which lands would be
thrown oven for seti{lement; moreover, it was desirable
thet this information reach only those who would
strengthen the pro-slavery cause. Naturally, this
valuable information was closely gcvarded so that free-
state men did not settle on newly-onened 1ands.2
Free-state people had to organize to protect
themsgelves from pro-slavery forces. Secret anti-
slavery organizations, which were formed along the
border, were known as "Javhawkers," Wideawakesg,!" "Red-
legs," and nerhans by other nemes locally. Javhawkers
in Linn County "“cleaned un" Linn County and made it
gafe for anti-slavery veonle to settle 'there.3 The
Wideawakes was organized in other northern states and
svread to Fansas wvhere 1t probably absorbed nearly every
free-state man in the territory. The Kansas Redlegs

was an indemnendent secret military order organised for

"desverate service along the Border . "4

4 williem Tlsey Connelley, Williem Quentrill and

the Porder Wars (Wew Vork: Pageant Book Comvany, 1956),

nn. 411-17.
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ayne Gard has etated:

Kansas, borm in violence, had vigilance groups
almost from itgs gtert. These gtern nlainsmen rid
many communities of horse thieves and desperados.

As elsewhere, the secret bodies sometimes degener-
ated into mob rule or were used for wnrivate ven-
reance, Put usually theyv were made un of law-2biding,
responsible citizens who wanted only to maintain order
and to protect lives and proverty. . « . lost of then
. « « were formed only as occasion arose and were
disbanded as soon as their task was done. « « « AS
lawlessness remained rampant after the Civil War,
vigilance committees put one outlaw to deathe o« o

Tn the lete summer of 1866, while a cavtured desner—
edo was belng taken from Mound City to Lawrence, more
than a score of vigilantes seired him from the sheriff.
They hanged their prisoner in the timbered botitoms of
Big Sugar Creel,

The bhasic princivlie of the Ku ¥Klur Klen was the
same as that of the vigilantes in that it was extra-
Judicial. The orsanization was not a court end it heard
no evidence, The Vvigilantes and the Klan judgped and
meted out justice on the svot. Thus, like the early
vigilantes, the Yu Klux Klan was a low outeside the egstab-
liehed law and it answered to no higher authority.

William Storr Mvers believed that the ¥u Hlux Mlan
was an extersion of older orders. Fe considered the Klan
a continuation of the "Enow Iothing" movement of the
1850'ss The Klan had the came objectives and used the
same nethods to accomvlish its roale. The secret griv,

nagsswords, secret siprs, and strangre rituvals were all a

) - — - .
7 Wawyne Gard, Frontier Justice (Worman: University

of Oklahoma Press, 1949), n. 195.



nert of the Xnow Nothins order. It ovnosed the natural-
imation of foreirsn-torn immigrants and the Roman Catholic
Church. Thege '"natriotic Americens" worlked secretly.
Immigrants were held up bv Their heels 2nd their heads
were soused in buckets of Ylood from slaurhter houses
to teach other foreisn-born to fear for their lives,
The Know Nothing Society vrofessed the highest tyne of
American vaetriotismg yet, it was escentially hased on
un-American ectivities. By ite radical acts, religious
ovrejudices, undemocratic princivles, and racial hatreds
it sowed the seeds of its owm failure.6
Other vwriters in the 1920's found a similarity
between the Fu Klux Ilan and the Know Nothing movement
of the 1850's., B, A. Fatten said that the selling
points of the Klan were the same as those of the Know
lliothing party of the fiftiess! Tn o study of secret
societies in the United States, loel P. Gist comvared
the Ku XKluy Klan with the Know Nothing order. He gaid

the daily horror of the members of the organimation was

6 william Starr Wvers, "Know Nothing and Xu Klux
Klan," North American Review, CCXIY, No. 818 (Jenuary
l924> [] ]_"70

Re A. Patton, "A Ku Kiux Klan Reirn of Terror,!
Current History, ZXVITI, Wo. 1 (Anril 1928), 51-55.
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the "sbvecter of the mope.™
Another wave of extremiom sprend over the country
in 1882 with 2 third peslk of immigration. As o result,

the American Protective Association weos orranized in 188

wd

alongz the same lines as the Inow Nothing order. The
fmerican Frotective Asrociation found meny converts in
the "idwest and formed yet another connecting link be-
tween the early secret sociefies in eagte Fansas and
the Xuv Xlux Xlan of the 1920's. Roth the Enow Nothing
society and the American Protective Assoclation ovvosed
the Catholic Church and had many of the cheracteristics
of the Ku Klux Xlan.

Josenh Moffat llecklin described the American Fro-
tective Ascociation as the linit between the ¥now Nothing
rarty and the Hu Kluvx Klan. It was a secret society
wvhich endorsed nativism and onposed the Catholic Church
and Catholie immigration., The anti-Catholic sentiment,
Mecklin observed, wes esneclally strong in ¥ansas,

Only Catholics were cxcluded from the American

Protective Ascociation. The only requirement for admis-

Q . .
~ Noel P. Gist, Secret 8001etles: A Cultural

Study of Fraternslism in 7he United Stetes, The Univer-

ity of lissouri Stuaies, Jo. 4 (Columbla: University of
Iissouri, 19403, 283,

3.

"t

Mecklin, m. 1%
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nat the members owe their primery allegiance to
the Congtitution of the United Stetes, but members in-
terpreted this requirement to exclude Roman Catholics.
The society was nonsectarian and censidered the public
school the btrlwark of Americen society. The order favored
stricter immisretion laws and was arsainst the enligtment
of non-citirmeng in the armed forces of the TUnited tntew.wo
One of the strongsest and most novular of the secret
orders in ecactern Kansas was the Anti-Forge Thief Assocla-
tion. By 1862, horse gtealins had become so common in
eastern Keansas that it was necessary for the citirens to
band toretier in order to vrotert their pronerty. At 2
mectings of citinens at the home of E. D. Ward, a mile
northeasgt of La Cyene, 80 men were enrolled in the organ-
iration to detect and imprison horsge thieves. This was
vrobably one of the first meetinss to form the lodee
which becazme the state-wide mecret order known as the Anti-
Horse Mhief Ascociati on.11 This orsaniration was still in
exvistence in eastern Kansesc in the 1920's. It probably

had the lonsest 1ife of any of the secret Kansng societies

Lo A

10 . o . - .
Richard wheatly, Mhe Americon *Yrotective Lssoc-
=)

iation, " Harmncr's WYXVITT, Ho. 1975 (Qetober 27,
1894y, 1o017-18.
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wirich ceme into evisterce during or srortly after the
Civil Var.

The Anti-lorce Trief Ascociation wags founded with
mood cause., Vayne Gard wrote in Frontier Justice thet
horse thieves were 2 frecuent merace in southern Kansas
in the seventies.12 The Association wag o freoternal
order of the vigilante type inecsmuch as it was not an
official law-enforecing body tut a secret orsaniration
vhich apvrehended and arrested thieves. It resembled
the Wideswales, the Jayhawkers, the Redlera, and the
Virsilance Committee formed in San Francisco in 1850
"at a time when adventurers, desveradoes, cheats, onnor—
tunists, flesh neddlers, samblers, and killers were
drevm marmetically by the Gold Rush.™3  The Virilance
Committee and the Anti-Horse Thief Ascociation arrested
criminals in the nome of law and order, even though thew
lacked lega? status. Thece law enforecement bodies were
not reporded i'lecel, for a2z Cord wrote, "Hvervy weotern
ctete and territory had et leogt » taste of informal

1114

law enforcement.

12 4ora. v. 108.

NN

"Modern Visi'antes Set For Action.M The Kanrag

City Times, December 28, 1970, v. 46,

4 gara, ». 109,



Tn the 1920's the Anti-Horse Thief Ascociation wae
a seeret order wrich held annual conventions, participat-
ed in local affairs, and annrehended thieves. A horse
thief was seldom arrested, but thieves were frequently
caucrht stealin~ harness or chickens. For the most par
however, the membere simrly ~ot tor~ether remlariyv to
enioy wolf drives, oyster suvniers, ond micnies with their
friends and familieg, The Vew lanceaster lodge in Miami
County and the lodpe at Veshincton School in Suearcreek
Tovnehin often held Jjoint meetings. At La Cyene the Anti-
Horse Thief Association held a Street Fair annually, 2and
stil? rmracticed its original function as late ag the
1920'=, On Qctoher 27, 19272, the following article
anvecred in the La Cyene Journal:

Charlie White, who entered a vlea of suilty on the

charce of harness gtealings in the district court las
weelr and was gsentenced to serve a term in the nen1ueA-
tiary, owes his canture and conviction larselw to the
efforta of the La Cyene A, T, T. A, lodee vhich was

on the loo¥xout for hin from the time it received weord
of hieg theft of herness at Svnrines 11111 _the weelr hefore
he renested the offense ot Mound Citvw.

On Decemrer 15 of the soeme vear, the I

NS

Cyrme Jour-
nal carried another rews storv about the activitize of
the secret societv:

"A, M. T.e A. Publiches

Dicea sed Arwwq}g ann the
of Seonme.

me Journal, (Octoher
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At the ~rguest of the Ia Cvﬁne A, He Te A, lodre
t e Journal prints below sections 3695 and 3702 re-

ting to the aisnosal of carcasses of dead animal
or domegtier fowl into river, creclk, etc, The lodre
hopes to stop these practices thhout necessity of
orosecution, but has determined to prosecute any and
all offenders in the future where bpg evidence can
be obtained to secure a conviction.

YMost members of the Anti-Horse Thief Association
were farmers, Mearly every farmer in the Washington

community in Miami County wags 2 member of the lods

O

na
if susniclous gtrangers lingered too long in the commun-
itv, their actions were reported to the merbers, The
members were armed in order to arrest thieves., One
nember of the Surarcree™ Townshivp order claimed thet

kig o0ld-time six-shooter would "shoot siy timeg and

0l
throw rockes for ten more rounds. U
Tn addition to the secret vigilante-tyne of orpani-

mations in easbern Kensas, there were manv old, resvected
froternal orderg. By the 1920's, when the Klan appeared
voanees, the social 1life of each =mall community
we.s thoroughly orranized., The Masons nrohably made uv

the largest fratermnal brotherhood, bhut the 044 Fellows,

the ""odern Woodmen, and the Inishtes of Pvthias were Just

Ihide, becember 15, 1922, »n. 1.

Personal Interview, Hd Burson, Sentember 9, 1969.



2g active and claimed a large membershin,

lembers of the secret orders were the leaders in
the emall communities in the 1.920's. BPusinessmen and
churchmen, esvecially, were joiners. As a rule, farmers
joined the Anti-Forse Thief Association, the Grange, or
the Modern Woodmen., When the Klan arrived, fraternalists
in Kansas became Xnights of the Invisible Empire uvon the

invitation of their friends.18

Chalmers exvlains that
the "social order was also a hasiec American way of doing
thinggs, a traditional instrument asainst evil ana the
weapon of a mass in-groun soclety against corruvntion,
immoralitv, the outsider. and chanr:e."l9 Arthur Corning
White asserted, ". « . the middle class American man
simnly adores ritual, regalia, and 'nokum.' These con-
stitute his greestest social diversion. 120

Por the mogt vart, the leaders in the lodpes were
imnortent men in their communities, and they became the
Tirest to don the "nillowslivs and bedsheets." In Trexel,

on the Kenses-l'issouri state line, it was thoupht that

the mayor, the bankers, church leaders, merchants, and

other civie-minded citirens became members of the Klan

Personal TIntervicw, Omar Nichols, Sepntember 19,
1969.

19 chelmers, ». 291.

20 Arthur Corning White, "An Americean Pascismo,"
Dorum, LYXIT, Mo. 5 (Wovember 1824), v. 638.
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becouce they were Iirst of =211 Tratermnalists, 2l mhe

e

nanes of many secret orders occur Ireguently in an eoxrly

1

nortrait and biograniiical Tistory of citirens of south-

‘ernsas, In z2ddition to vhe dnerican Protective
Lgegociation, wi.ich wes quite active vien the hisgtory was
~ublished, tle crders which appeared in the biogravhical
slretches included: Anti-Torse Thief Agecociation, Crder
of Select riends, Fatrisrchs of ‘merice, Fegons, 0dd
Pellows, Hastern Star, Knishts of Pythies, Vodern Voodne:r,
loodmen oi tThe VWorld, Mystlc Vorlkers of the Vorld, and
rany others. In a survey of these sketches published in

-~

1894, 181 of the 330 wversons recorded were nenbers of at

paj

lenst one secret order. leny men joined several orders.

~

4.

Josevh C. Vells, an atiorney ond real estrie dezler at
Erie, belonged to 22 diferexnt lodges.22

n 1920, the snall town of Drexel wilh a mnovnulation
of 500 vas ty.ical in thet it supvorted ten active churches
end at least eirsht major fraternal lcdges. The Coldvater
Todge 485 A, P, end A, 1. net on the first and third
Liondey nights of esch morth; Mhe 7. Co C. F, lodge
£030 net on the first and third Thursdcy nirhts of each

rionthy the I, 7. A. Tnterstete Camn #1635 ret on the

Personal Interview, (ner ichols, July 4, 1971.

2 o it i T s - -
2 Portreit and Q}Oﬂﬁ%ﬂufggtgggggg of Southenstern

T~ - n .
Zeneas (Chicego: Diorrorhicel Fublishing Co., 1894), p. 404
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second Tuesday; the Enights of Pythias met on the first
and third Fridays of each months the Mystie Vorkers of
the World met on Saturday nichtss and the 0. E. S. Chap-
ter #218 met on the second and fourth Friday nights.
The Fraternal Aid Union, the Anti-Horse Thief Agsociation,
the Red Cross, the W. C. T. U., the Royal Neighbors, the
Rebekah Todge, an Alpha Literary Society, the Grange, and
the Ladiesg' Improvement Club also met regularly over a
long period of time. In addition to these full-fledged
societies, there were a number of Sunday School classes
and social clubs which met regularly for a long period of
time., Therefore, the social 1life of the community revolved
around its comnlex system of church, social, and fraternal
orders and 1ittle else, Chalmers said, "America has long
been a nation of joiners, of men bound together for com-
panionsghip and comnmunity purnoses."g3 At no time in Kancas
history is this more apparent than in the 1920's,

The fraternal orders were similar to the Ku Klux
Klan in that thev each made use of secret passwords, hand-
shakes, and rituals to bind the members together in the
brotherhood. lany organizations restricted membership to

those of the white race. The llodern Woodmen defined the

white race as "white, with no more than seven-eighths white

“halmers, p. 292.
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blood and no strain of JMegro.!" The Knights of Pythias
regstricted their membership to "white" but did not exclude
the American Tndian., The Order of 0dd Fellows excluded
those "not of the Caucasion race."24

In addition to regtrictions on membershin, most
orders adovted distinctive regalia. The Modern Woodnmen
candidates were first robed in black, then white. Shriners
were handcufied and attired in white dominoes and slivpers
when they were taken into that order. Candidates for the
patriarch degree of 0dd fellows wore longs gowns, turbans
and sandale. The Knights of Pythias vwrevared their
novices bv investine the candidate with a white sash
which wars drarved across his right shoulder to hig left
hin., For the third degree, @ helmet was pPlaced on the
head 2nd 2 shield on the left arm. A first degree lason
war required to so through a ceremony clad in underwear
and a aliowner on the left foot. A catle tow weas vlaced
around hig neck and 2 hoodwink weg nlaced over hig eves.
The fraternal awmron of vhite lambskin, an emblem of
innocence in the Magonic order, was also worn by the Ku
lur Klan, For ceremonial dress the Knights of Pythias
wore elaborate robes of colorful velvet an? the Shriners!

5
rersalia was ecually as reaal.z’




A7 members of secret orders were oblired to

meriorice lon~ nvasca~ens of seceret

3

itua1. TWemrers of
froteornal societ’es took thelir resmoneibilities in the
verious orders as seriously asg thev took Themselives in
tre tventier, and most orders claimed to be matriotic
and tno esurport the Conatitution of the United Statesg.

Tn 10727, H, L. Vencken and Georsce Jeon Toihon
ridiculed not only the Y1 My "lnss buh 217 ceevet orders
in an article for Smart Set, o Jjournol of satiriecal
govhiatiecatior., Thevy ingisted:

ot a s'nrle solitary reason has vet been advanced
for nuttine the Yu Hluy ¥Xlan out of husiress., T the
an is arsinat the Jews, so are half of the coo0d
notelg of the Republie and three-avarters of the good
clube, Tf the Xlan is against the foreism-horn or

the hirhenated citimen, so is the National Institute

of Arts and Tetters. ITf the ¥lan is arainst the Nerro,
so are all of the states south of the VMason-Dixon line,
If the ¥lan is for damnation and versecution, &0 19

the Wethodict Church. If the Klan is bent uron mliti-
cal control, =0 are the American Terion anrd Tammany
Mall. Tf the Klan wears psrotesaue uvniforms, so do the
Knirhts of Pvthias and the Mystic Shriners. T the
Klan holds its meetings in the dead of nirht, so do the
Elkess TFf the ¥lan conduects its husivess in gecret, so
do &l collerse Greer letter fraterrnities and the Devort-
ment of Strte. If the Xlan holds idiotie marsdes in
the nublic gtreets, so do the volice, the letter-carri-
ers and firemen, 1f the Klan's officers hbeaor ridiculous
nameg, £o do the officer's of the Ienb's (Juh. Tf the
lean v es the malila for eohailirs dovm suclkers. o doeg
the Red Cro,n. Tf the Xlar conrtitutes itself a censor
of vrivate nmorales., g0 does the Conrress of the United
States. TIf the Klan lynches a Woo% for raninc some-
one's daughter, so would you or T.<V

26 .
¢ited in Chalmers, ve 1.
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The u ux Xlen was formed in the South to nroteect
coutlern wirite meonle durings Reconatruction when there
7as no other wvrotection. Secret orders in Kansas were
orcanirzed to vroteect the rights and »roverty of indivi-
Auals, Thelir lepality was irrelevant because in the minds
of the memhers of the secret orders the end justified the
means. The members of the Ku ¥luwx Klan also beliewved
themcelves threated and justified in the actions they
took in the 1920'e, Mhe fact that secret orders flour-
ighed in everv gmall communityv and towvn in Kongas made 13
resnectable for members to join yvet another orpganization
with hirsh vrincinles, An editorial, "tWhy They Join the
Klen" in The Mew Renublic in 1923, exwlained that it
was absurd to suppose that the Xu ¥Xlux Klan woes comnosed
of the community dress. It wes made u» of m=olid, respon-

sibhle citiens who were conscientious members of churches.
Lilke other orders the members were Ffirat recruites from
arron the leadines citirens and then worked down in the

cocial order.27

The role of gecret orders n Kansano from
territorial daye until the 1920'as was si

Fansana! accentance of the Hu Ylivx Klan.

o . o - oy — - .
21 "Why Thev Join the lan," The Jew Henubhlic,

TXYXVI, Wo. 462 (Movemher 21, 1923), b. 321.



Chapter V¥

In 1924 neazly 100,000 Kansang owed their allegiance

to the Invisible Impire, By 1930 there was little to indi-

cate that the Xu Klux Klen had existed in Kansas,

The order hal begun to decline by 1925, By 1928 even
the cardidacy of Al Snmith, a Catholic, for the presidency
feiled to fire the Klan with the imvetus it needed in order
to survive, The decline of the Xu IIlux Klan set in when

its hig battles had been won, and it deterioristed steadily

6]

until it simply faded away. The Ilan dld not come to an

abvrupt end on a specific day in eastern Kansas, To discover

X

the cause of its demise, & number of factors must bhe taken

into comnsideration.

ot

The adverse propaganda the Xlan received nationally

as well as the pubklicity it received locally in »apers like

the Imporia Gazette and the Kansas City Ster simply added

fuel to Klan fires n amall communities throushout eastcorn

Kansas., ©Small towmemen helieved thet the Xansag City Ster

was allied with "bossisn and eactern intereste® a2nd was no
true friend to nidwestern people. Tikewise the vapers in
the Tagt which attaclkzed the Yian were believed Lo favor
eastern bhanking interests, the long-time enemies of farmers

-

in eastern Kansas., lany Fansans helleved thet all Jouvrnal-

]

em wag under the control of "sinister interests and never

| ol
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tola the truth.“l They concluded that the truth could bvest
be obteined from loccl napers or Xlan sources. Thus, the
publicity given to the Klan in its formative period in
eastern Kansas nrovided evidence that there were many
enenies of the Invigible Impire. Threatened and insecure,
¥lansmen were determined to support their order at all

cogsts.,. TPhe Independent editor wrote in 1923:

Frain-storms, both little and big, including the
little storm arising in Mulberry (Mulberry lews) to
the great storm center of MNew York, the Romanized
papers, and especially The Vorld, oublished and con-
trolled by Povnery, and wet politicians, are in 2
meagure resnonsible for the growth of this vowerful
organization of American people. A righteous move-
ment flourishes under persecution. This is so in the
history of the church, and demonstrated hy the ranid
rrowth and spread of the Gospel of Christ. Vhen the
covernor of this great state of New York defied the
dry lawes of tizie country and threw dowvn the challenge
of the Anti-Saloon League and the ¥nishts of the Iu
{lux lan, then it was that the average man who has
not sworn his soul away, souzsht for admittance into
thris order which was champiloning the ripgnteous cause
in America.

Every day the press report some shoclking deed that
has been committed by the ¥lan, This is stupidity
upon the part of the controlled press, in its persecu-
tion of this body of citizens, amounts to almost mad-
nesg, and wgich persecution ig driving nillions into
this order,

Although Sears misced the noint connletely, he

could see the relationship between perseccution and tlhic

1 ~ s .
= vThe Rise and Fall of the Xu Ilux IDen," The
ew Nenuklic, LIII, Io. 678 (TovemTer 30, 1927), 34.

The Independent, September, 14, 1923, »», 1=2,



rwowth of a novenent, He wrote:

n 1823 there was a novenent against the asons
1ilte the one being used by the Ku Xlux ¥lan against
the Catholics. The nen who wore the square and com=-
pasge were accused of every imaginable crime. It was
told that they had abducted women, they had disembowled
their opponents, they were in league with the devil
and burned their wvictims in oil, their ritual was con-
denned as being sacriligious and atheistic~-in short,
they were everything that wasn't nice. The result
was that they multiplied faster than Delgian hares,
and now their temples and mosques_are reared through
all the largre cities in the land.”

—]

!

't is strange that Sears could not see the aprlication of
the principle to his owm attack on the Iu lux lan, The
rrore severely the Hlan wae attaclked, the more Ffetvernined
were its menberes to uphold it.

Although Governor Allen was determined to stormp out
the ¥u Flux Xlen vhen it made its first avpesrance in
southern Kensas, there is little to incdicate that the suit
brought against the Xlan caused Kenseng to lose their faith
in the secret organization. On the contrary, the suit

provided the {lan with a great deal of npublicity which con-

aY

g that their frecdom to clhose to helong

vinced nany Xensg ng

[¢]

or not to helorg to the order was at stake., The Ilan eix-
perienced a remariable growth while the case was pending

in the Kenseag Suprene Court. n December 1825, the editor

of The Independent declared:

The ¥Xu Ilux Klan of Crewford County is not an outlaw
orcanization and needs no high naid legel cefense before

3 Tulbkerry News, ey 2, 1924, 1. le




the stote or the rublic. Ur., Griffith's custer is pure
Tiddlestickes so far ag the local organization is con=-
cerned. It misht be called most any name it chooses to
select and continve as it is, ouster, or no ouster. Ais
a law enforcement organization of purely American stock
conplection there never will be a law peseced which will
even renotely endanger its existence. If the Klan were
to ve ousted from Kansas the "Crawford County Law En-
forcenent ILeague" composed entirely of Klan mepbers
could be in operation before the next morning.

Thus, the more the Klan was attacked, the more determined
klarnsmen were to defend their rigsht to become riembers of

-

the Tnvigible Inmpire. A member of the Imoverial Klokan
ecnoed the sentiments of Kansas Ilansmen vhen he said, "Be
well assured that fundamental American rights will be
asserted and maintained against any encroachment whatso-
ever. If enemy influences persist in unwarrerted attacks,
upon their heads nust rest the consequences. There will
be no compromise."5

In epite of the Klan's growth in Xenseas and in

-

=

¥

snite o

the {lan's determination to perpetuste the order,

=5

by 1928 the Invigible Impire was toltbtering and was no

5! I g

longer & threat To democratic processes in the state.
Ferhanvs one of the most important factors in the decline

Eal

of the Ku Xlux lan was the insistence upon the wearing

Y

i

of the mask, So long &g the members wore nasks at nublic

gatherings, perades, or forays into the local churches,

-

The Independent, December 11, 1925, n. l.

e

Chalmers, n. 2%9.
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neny who were rot menmbers believed that the Xlen was an
orceniration made up of cowards. Iiore than one man in
the emall communities agreed with John Coulter of Drexel
who mairtained that those who hid behind a nmask "must
have had something to bl”e.‘6 Another good citizen of a
small town in eastern Kansas voiced the opinion that a
e2l man would rot have to wear a mask in order to get
things done.r‘7 The nask created not only suspicion and
nistrust, Tut a certain sense of fecr, even in those
wvho believed in the principles if not the metkods of the

lan,.

M. ®. Sears, who published the !'vlberry Iews,

exvlained his gentiments about the mask in an editorial
19235, e vrote:

Tn declining todmy, to sirm a petition fo er-
mission for the ¥u Xlux Klan to hold its parade ]

Saturday, the editor of this paper offered %o
the peti tvon if the Klan would agree to parade
nesked.

The ¥lan magk is the offender. It is intolerable,

It is inconceivabhle to us how a lot of good men are
able to justify themselves in concealing their iden-
tity in their activity in any effort J'Le‘,r regard as
necessary and wortk while. Any men with red blood
in his wveins who accounts the objects of the lan as
esgential to the perpetulity of this govermment or to

6 Peresonal Interview, Aylene Ziegler, Serptember 12,
1969,

Personesl Interview, Cmar ichols, Sevntenber 19,
1969.



the supression of crime that is threatening the social
order, ourkht to have the_courage to get out in the
open and nake the fight,

In 1924 Secrs guoted a leader of a group of men at
Jorlin, Misrouri, who said, "We intend to tear off the
nacks of secrecy and meke candidates come out in the open
end state their stand."? In 1927 a writer for The New
RHenublic declered that there were those who were determined
to stemp out the "rule of mesk and lash."0 Stanley Frost

>view vle regsasion of the Ilan for The ¥World
reviewed the retrogression of the Ilen r The ¥orld!

O]

Work in Febrvery 1928 and concluced, "The refusal to un-
nask must be ranked as one of the Ilan's greatest end
growing wealnesses. "t Still, the Invisible Zmrire refused
to let its members wmack.

n time many klansmen ceame to reclize that the Xu
Ilux Xlan rarn contrary to democratic goverrment. Althourh
the Invisible Emnire clained to urhold the Constitution,
the order actuelly ruled an invisible empire within the

United States. The ruvler of the ennire was in essence

)

Fulberyry liews, Octobver 12, 1923, »n. 1.

9 1pia., tarch 21, 1924, p. 4.

10 ngne nise and Pall of the Ku ¥lux ¥lan, " The
Hew Revublic, LIIT, ¥Fo. 678 (Fovember 30, 1927), De 33
1r

Stanley ¥rost, "Mhe llasked Politics of the {lan,"
S

The ‘orld's York, LV, Yo. 4 (Pebruary 1923), ». 402,
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s

dictrotor vho vesg, ninegelf, invigitle. This agein wag in

direct ovnosition to the Constitution and to the nrincinles

of dermccracy. William Starr Myers com»ered toe ¥u Ilux

Plan vith the Xnow Fothing movement of Tthe 1850's and

2

]

concluded thot the Ilan would fa2ll of its own weight, for
like the Xnow llothing organization, which »nrofessed the

nighest tyve of vatriotic and American nrincirles, "o .
ciples.”12
The lan not only claimed its first loyalty to the
invisible goverment within the United States, but also
chose to ignore the legally constituvted law ernforcement
agencies of the United States and the state o
order to deal ouvt Jjustice on its own terms. TFurthermore,
the lan ignored the right of citizens to a trial by jury,
and determined, without a trial, the guilt or Iimnocence of
the "condemned" znd dealt out threats or runislhments at
will. With 1ittle more than a vicious propaganda sguad
to provide evidence, 0ld scandals were revived and threat-
ening letters were sent to the "guilty." 1. P. Sears

wvarned the citifens of lulberry, Kensas:

12 wijiiam Starr Myers, "Know iothing and Xu Klux

- T ) iean 1 : e
lan, ! North American Review, CCXIX, Ho. 818 (January 1924),

3
L ]
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dJust now the nation is in Janger of being thrown
and hog-tied Ty the Invigitle Fnnire, which is even
now boasting thet 1t has as its menbers men on the
supreme court bench, two hundred and twenty-seven
conrrecenen and a lot of senators, and that it held
ite initiation ceremonies in the dining-room of the
Wational canitoles.. « « Governor Velton of Cklahoma
e« o o« publiched the text of a law showing that where
two or nore persouns appear in pulklic wearing masl
for the nurvose of intimidating persons or inflicting
purishment on persons who had not been tried by the
constituted avthorities, shall be copgidered a law-
hresker In every state in the nionels

Yor could witnesces who were members of the Fu Xlux Flan
teatify freely in the courts, for zg the editor of The

Indevendent exvlained, "A lawyer wants a 'yes' or 'no!

-

or nhiis record without quelifying it. If qualification

. LR

ig not permitted then there can bhe no definite answer
14

to the question." It was a well Iznown Ffact that nem-
vers of the Ilan could not testify and refuced to testify
ageinst other Miansmen and would not rewveal the names of
other Irlansmen,

The Xu Xiux ¥Xlen not only irmored the legelly

congtituted law and system of courts in eastern ¥Ha

AN

oy

J
I
6]
&)

and throughout the nation, rut a2lso ignored the Constitu-
tion vhieh pueranteed civil rights to 21l citizens. Catho-

lice were persecuted. Tlacks were cowed into submiscive

12 ... ..
Mulberry ilews, Sewtember 28, 192%, n. 3.

14 9ne Tnaependent, Warch 27, 1925, p. 2.
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behevior. TForeipners were excluded. Minorities were
treatved badly. Oscar Handlin wrote, "The forces of
evclusion would not now be denied. . . . The very years
thret saw the Flan rise to 2 new membership of almost five
niillion and saw the League of Nations go down to defeat
were not likely to see a softening of attitudes toward
the foreigners.”l5 He concluded, "The foreirner then
joined the Yvlack as an object of fear and susnicion and
the southern congressmen thereafter were among the nost

.
vigorous advocates of restriction.l®

-

iven Iklansmen ceme to realize, in time, that 2ll was
not as it should have been within the Ilan. In 1926 the
there had been exploited by an unscrupulous element within

the order. The editor of The Tnfevendent wrote about the

improvement which had come about after the political element
had bpeen renmoved from the Klan:

loet Hlansmen agree this is an improvenent over the
olé systen, whereby desipgning local voliticiang exnloited
nization through vetrayal, duplicity and deceit.
1e elimiration of Feadli~sht convrol of the Klan
there has Deen no political troulle within the ¥lan--
was teen no lying, deceit, or betrayal. . . .
eadlisht rule in the Klan at ore tinme wes so absolute
hat the firht between the Feadlirht element come near

15

- Oscar I'endlin, The Uprooted (liew Yort: Orosset and
,DU_I".J_BP, —3-951) 9 .Do 29]_ .

15 14
= Ihid., p. 287.
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disrunting the organimation. « « » By the nrocess of
attrition and elimination the Feadlight forces are

>

oretty well vanished from Llandom in Crawford County. 17
In 1923, Z. 1. Given wrote for the Klan paner at

Iulberry that, "Heither the wet forces of this country,
Roman hiererchy, nor the subsidized vress, or the politi-
cians can destroy this the most powerful organization on
the face of the earth outside the church of Jesus Christ.tS
Yet, by 1926 writers for the same newspaper admitted that
the Klan had nede disastrous mistekes and that many men had
left the or iration because of the radical element which
nad taken over the Xlan in the bveginning. The radical
statements of the members kept out many men. OCmar ITichols
of Drexel s2id, "Some of the leading businessmen of the
town hinted that I should Join the u lux lan, but it
was too radical for me. ZEvery time there wag 2 nublic
meeting of any sort, someone got up in a sheet and pillow-
case and started making wild statements, vt

By 1925 the editor of The Independent was willing ©

adnit what everyone in the town vrobably knew already vhen

he confessed, "Vhen the employers of J. B. Tucker discov-

17 mne independent, February 12, 1926, ». 1.

18 1pi4,, September 14, 1923, »n. 1.

1 - . - tes
E Personal Interview, Omar Iicl:ols, Sevntenber 19,

1969.
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ered his tendencieg and trourle hrecding disnosition,

-

hie services were prompily dispensed wi 47.."20  In this
steterient the editor frankly admitted that the Klan
forces had been wrong when they hired J. B. Tucker as
suverintendent of schoolsg over the objection of anti-
Plon nenbers of the cormunity. Although tle Klen npaper
vas willing to adrit that the order hed sometimes used
roor judenent and was eager to bring about o '"cessation
of hostility Tetween Catholics, ¥erroem, cond others" by

1926, the damage had already been done znd the good will

L)

~

of the non-menmbers of the Klan at Mulberry ha
t.21

jo)

been
los

Norman Hapgood and Henry lioskowitz rronhesied thet
the end of the Flan was in sight as early 28 Januery 1925

when they wrote for The Yation that the ¥lan "ie so ab-

horrent to intelligent thinking fmericans of all denonin-

ations that it must in time fall fto the ground of its owm
IF?2

welrht""

‘feny mersons who belong to the Ku lux Flarn I'now
: s not a fair and courageous body, but thet it

ol
iny
o)
[=t)
i 1
t
!‘l

mhe Tndenendent, July 31, 1925, n. 2.

T s
21 Ibid., Tebruvery 12, 1926, p. 1.

22 Forman Fangood and Fenry Moslowits, "How Al Smith
vorks, Y The Netion, C¥X, No. 3105 (Janmuery 7, 1925), p. 299.
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e agpagin of bueiness and cheracter
focthold, but they have bteen coerced
ferr thek their bu siness would

. o they po avey leaving the local
IFlanemen to D]ont the fear thet unless
¢ Iiis mouths shut gr joins the Xklan, he
n a business way. 23

is coverdly, and
vherever it get

t0 hecome remto
e hoye o+tea. .
Ilec :]-e nd
everyone 1*eo
Ulll suffer

Y
i
£
1

Apparently the system of boycotting businesses did
not cease with Sears's warning, for in 1924 he wags telling

readers that the boycott had bhackfired. Ffears wrote:

l~.‘
6]

Lo long =g bhoycotting was a pgane wha
nlaying, . . . it wves legitimate wﬂrfez but when thosge
whort 1t vwag Intended to injure countere wit_ the gane
wveanon for Jdefensive purposes, they S&j it is brutel
nnd UN-ANETrical. o o o

Wr, Strons is not ignorant of the fact that the Flan
is kleinish, and that the teachings of the lllan extoll
lllanniehnesrs and urge it as lons as it can he main-
tained successfully. . . .

Fere ig 1 he way the ¥lan organizers and officials
coacch their members to carry on a boycott: "Eell to
non~mertbers of the ¥lan all thaot you can, ~ut buy no-
thing from then that you can vy Fron 2 :7Tﬂ””“n Lere
or elcewhere.," This they cay is not boycottirg, but is
vhet ie termed Ycormercial preference."-4

only they were

Murther evidence thet the Toycott, or economic mre-
ference failed to bring about the results that the Mlen de-

is found in an article wihi

C‘J

rec

Q

h

n anperred In the Touig-

burg Hereld.

Jd. M. Tevig, editor of the Kinsley Sraw“ic, seye the
I : n Or?c“l”atIOﬂ in Ecwerds st the merchants
any thouseands of dolliers everv ronth "the
d & lot of fool things here," said dlm.
"They did the things wiich were unnecegssary ond unyop-

Huwl. berry Nlews, August 24, 1923, n. 2.

Thid., May 2, 1924, n. 1.
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ular, end trhe result was thet a lot of people went to
tlie nearty towns to trade and our nerchants lost the
s 1pe»u."

Yot long apo the IIlan sent a letter Tc a widow tell-
ing Ler thet che must look after her 14 year old daujh-
ter or the xlen would do it. She got the nemes of some
Pusinesemen who bvelonged to the Klan and she walked
into the stores and read the riot act to them. The
mothers of Kinsley were all indignant over the letter
and their indignation boiled over that a bunch of men
vho were afrald to let their identity be xnown should
undertake to tell a mother how to rear her daughter.
They »ut on a little boycott of their owm that neale
some HNinsley businessmen feel thelr disvleasure. 25

n snite of the fact that the lan had begun %o
decline shortly after it reached its neak in 1924, there
were nmany who remained sympathetic with the »rincinles of
the order even though they did not actively participate in
the orpanization. Stanley Frost wrote, "line-tenths of
the men wno have dropped out, even tliose deenly dissusted
with the order, nevertheless remain in sympathy with ite
princinles,. n26 Although the depression years hastened the
collanse of the Invisitle Empire in eastern Ienseas, the
order had alrecady fallen into a decline bpefore hard tines
made it imposcitle for members to pay their dues, Willianm

Starr llyers perhaps sumned up the cavses Tor the collanse

of the nvigible mpire when he said that the Xu IDux lan

25

Touighury, Herald, September 30, 192%, n. 2.

26 ] .
Stanley Trost, "The llacgked Politics of the ¥lan,"

The Vorld's Work, LV, lTio. 4 (February 1.928), p. 403.




hed within itself the seed of its own feilure, 2nd that

seed lay in the esrerntial advocacy of racial

oo 2
nre JUCLCe,

2 william Starr lMyers, "Know Tothing
Klan, " lorth American Review, CCXIX, lo. 818
De e

and Ku ¥liux
(January 1924),



Conclusion

Altiough the Tnvisible Emnire encountered stiff
resistance vhen it entered eastern lengae iz 1923, the
hooded order snread ranidly. Fansas, it aspeared, was

ripe for exploitation by Xlan organirers. The i lan

leaders emvhasired the dangers of catholicism in pro-

cestant communities, preached against immorality and
crine, and encouvraged white 100 per cent Americenism

resist foreipn influences throughout Kensas, The tradi-

S L o

N

tional values of Anglo-Saxon protestantism, Hansens were

told, were being challenged from many quarters. ~Lgo a
result mary Kansans adopted an vnreagonable form of anti-

catholicism, a2 nostalgia for the past, a 100 ner cent

Anericaxnism, ond a fierce prohibitiornist attitude. Thus

-

in svite of the fact that the papers renorted tar and

iy

featherings and beatings by the lan, the order wes
accented in neerly every community in eastern Vensas,.
Fiery crosgsces were hurned reguvlerly to remnind evil-doers,

-~

Catholics, and bootleggers thet the "lan wae on guerd
and would stand for no foolishness,

Vhen the Ilen was first orranirzed in Xansag, nany
politicians sourht to use the order's influence to gain

votes. The electiong of 1924 sghoved that the Xlan-baclzed

105



ates were
but by 1928

cain were

Headlisht element,

expelled,

oli

the Tavorites of the voters in Xansa

ticians who had used the Klan for personal

no longer found in favor within the order. This
as it was called, had been exposed and
Strange ngs it may seem, those wiho became members in

the hooded orad

Yeraclk pot

socizl order ut influentizl

cormunities.,

,.

{uyxy Klan were busines

o3

vreference" of

to join secret societies for the soc

out "Popism
honestly hoped t

Jo

-

er of '"nightgowns ¢

s" vho were revolting azainst the es

Tor the most part, the members of the

ning the Klan.

and pillowslips" were not
abliched

and so0lid citirens of their

T

smen who enjoyed tre Ycommercial

the order, fraternalists vho simply liked

ial agvpects of the
protestant ninisters who longed to stamp

, " and members of protestant churches viio

o improve their communities somelow

Klansmen saw time-accepted standerds

slipring avey and sgought Jdesperately to preserve the
status quo by locking bhack to the "good old fsys" of
oure wlhite womanhood,!" "100 per cent ricaniem," and
protestant domination., Not only llanemen wult nany who

did not Join the organiration had become disillusioned
about the future in the 1920's and longed to turn back
the clock to less vroubled times.

The aims and ideals of the Yu Ylux Ilan were of
the highest order, but a closer exarination shows that
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the lan was baged on the highest type of exclusion and
vrejudice. Vhile proponents of the Klan claimed to be

riotic and to uprhold the Constitutiocn of the United

I

VEs

b

States, the Klan was actually operating outside and
opposed to the established law,

The remarkable success of the Invisible Impire in
eastern ¥ansas can be attributed to the long tradition
that free citizens must be free to exercice their rights
to revolt against faults in the established order., The
Ilan, then, must be seen as an externsion of the Vigilentes,
the Xnow lNotlhing, and the American Frotective Ascociation
novements, Althiough they were called by different nemes,
the various secret orders resembled each other in that they
appealed to the emotions rather than reagen. The Invigible
Empire, too, depended on radical speech-naizing end half-
truths to arouse and excite the fears of citizens of the
srnall towns throughout eastern Kansas. Wien the press and
eastern neriodicals attacked the Klan, Xansans reacted by
defendings their fraternal order. With the vagsage of time,
thoushtful menmbers became disillusioned 2nd began to desert

the order. DIy the 1930's the organitation, rrently de-

=3

pleted in its menbership, was no nore than a fraternal
social order. The days of the huge pgotherings of thousands
assenbled solemnly before the American fleg and the flan-

ing cross were over,
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Vensens like to believe thetv they will never arsein
be hood-wirked as they were by radical organizers of the
Yu Dux Klen during the 1920's. The fact remains, however,
that if an egrvablished society imagines itvself threatened
in any way, it will resnond in the same wanner thet
Tensens reacted to lewlessness, bootlegging, immorality,
and chenge in 1923 and 1924, The elements of fenr and
distrust need only to be whipped into motion by concerted
efforts which avireal to the emotions. then emotions rule,
the abhility to reason clearly is wiped out and conditions
are ripe for a revivael of the Ku {lux ¥lan or a secret
order of a sinilar nature, whatever name it might wear.

~

Negariless of the name, the methods cn’ the results have

2lways been the same. Revived agein, ag it wes in the
1920's, the Invisitle Impire could be a frishtening force

s

in Amer:

can life,

¥
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