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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM

William Allen White, editor of The Emporia Gazette, is

probably the best known small town editor in the United States
today. Certainly he is among the foremost editoriasl writers
in the nation. His writings are quoted in periodicals all
over the country. His "What'S‘theFMatter with Kensas?" and
his "™Mary White" are classics among newspaper editoriels, and
he is universally recognized as an astute interpreter of the
Middle Western mind.l

Tor nearly forty years, now, Mr. White has been writing
for the editorisl columns of the Gazette.? A study of his com-
ments on the passing scene throws an interesting light on the
personality of a man who is a recognized master in one of the

comparatively new forms of literature--the newspaper editorial.
Aim of the Study

The purpose of this study is (1) to present as nearly

as possible an accurate picture of the editoriel views of Wil-

1 In 1934 the Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Association,
in awerding the Roosevelt medal to Mr. White, referred to him
as "an editor who for 40 years has interpreted the West to
the Tast, the Rast to the West, and American political lead-
ers to the whole country. A progressive Republican, he has
an abiding faith in Americen principles of society end gov-
ernment, matched by no one in his time, perheaps, except Theo-
dore Roosevelt."

2 Fereinafter Mr. White's newspaper will be referred to
variously as The Fmporia Gezette and the Gazette.
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liam Allen White on some of the outsténding‘ecdnomic, poiiti-
cal, and socizl issues of his age, (2) to investigste the
consistency or inconsistency of his attitude, &nd, if possi-
ble, to discover a development, (3) to estimate téntatively

whether his stand on specific measures and lews has been con-

sistent with those views, and (4) to estimate tentatively
also whether his support of politibal parties and candidates

for office has been consistent with those views.
ILimitations of the Work

Barly in the course of the study it became apparent thest
it would be an 2lmost endless task to study 21l of Mr. White's
writings for the purpose of‘compiling all his views on all
the issues of his time. It became necesSary to make certein
limitations in the scope of the work, as follows:

(1) The study was limited to expressions of opinion in
the editorial colurns of the Gazette between the years 1895
and 1934,

(2) Out of all these issues of the newspaper only cer-
tein years were chosen for intensive study. Recause it wes
felt that netional issues would be more in the limelight end
would call for more voluminous cormment during the yeers oft
national presidential elections, these years were‘the ones
chosen for deteiled stud:.

(3) Since it would obviously be impossible to reprint
in this study all the editorizls of even one Year of the

Gazette, the writer found it necessary to use his discretion



3
in choosing editoriazls or parts of editorials Which seemed to
reflect best the general trends of }r. White's thought within
that period.

(4) The choice of the particular economic and social
issues on which Mr. White's views are reproduced was neces-
sarily limited (z) by what subjects Mr. White saw fit to
write on, and (b) by the writer's judgment of what were the
important issues. = » L |

(5) It is to be borne in mind that like most editoriels,
those in the Gazette are unsigned. Consequently, some few
of the ones quoted herein meay not have been written by lr.
White personally. But since the editorials zall appeared in
an editorial column headed by Mr. White's name, it was as-

sumed that the views they presented‘coincided with his.
Review of the Literature

The first step of the study was a seerch of previous

writings concerning ¥r. Thite, in an effort to ascertain
what had already been written on the subject of this investi-
gation. As a result of this search the writer discovered =
small and interesting group of writings bearing on his sub-
ject, but no thorough scholarly work teking up the problem
systematically in all its phases. A list of articles heaving
a bearing on the metters covered by this thesis, and of

others sunplementary thereto, is given in the bibliography.

0f especial interest is The Bditor and Xis People,

a collection of Fr. "hite's editoriels compiled by ¥iss
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Helen Ogden Mahin.3 An entire chapter of that work, entitled
"The Decey of = Conéervative,"4 is devoted to a group of edi-
toriels showing the Tmporien's shift of ground on economic
and social subjects.  Included in this chapter ere & number
of amusing corments by Mr. White himself. However, this book
contents itself with presenting the editorials, meking prac-
tically no attempt at enclysis or interpretetion.

A megazine article, "Villiam Allen White =nd the @volu-

tion of the Tmporis Gazette," by Augusta W. Hinshaw,5 tells
the story of the growth of the peper from early deys, end
makes some valueble conjectures as to the reasons for ¥r.
White's early conservativism. It also furnishes some impor-
tant information as to the influence of Theodore Roosevelt
on Mr. White.

But neither these nor the other writings furnish the
detailed analysis necessary for & clear understanding of the
"Thite editoriel policies. Because of this, the present sur-.

vey was underteXken.
"ethods of Procedure

After the perticulzr subject of resesrch had been deter-
mined upon, end the subject had been limited to meet the de-

mands of this pearticuler study, the actual resding of the

3 The MacMillen Compeny, 1924,
4 pp. 236-303.

S 7orld's Work, Vol. LIX, Mumber 8, pp. 64-67 (Aug., 1930).




gditorialé was begun. The editorial pages of every issue of
| the Gazette for the years 1896, 1900, 1904, 1908, 1912, 1916,
1920, 1924, 1928, and 1932 were the object of careful search
in an effort to find statements having a beering on the fol-
L‘%Qwing three questions: (1) What was Mr. White's general
/,égtitude toward the economic and social system and its prob-
lems, including especially the relations between capitel,
lebor, and government? (2) What stand did he teke on spe-
cific issues having a social or economic Significance? (3)
What was his stand in the major political campaigns?

In addition to the intensive studies of these perticu-
lar years, a less systematic search was conducted through
papers_of other years in which significent issues were before
the people. Included in this search was the year in which
the United States entered the World'War, end the year fol-
lowing the election of President McKinley.

At the conclusion of the research the quotations that

§
%
b

had been collected .were arranged, studied, and compiled in

the present form.

Arrangement of Material

mhe task of arrenging in e readeble sequence the meny

excerpts from Mr. White's editorials hes been a complicated

e T -

one. The problem has been to put the material in such form
as would most conveniently illustrate the history of his
shifting attitude, without secrificing to that end the accu-

racy of the picture. Finally the following order of presen-




tation waé determined upon.
In the first section are given general statements by ¥r.
White, showing his broad, theoreticel viewpoint towards the
‘economic and political system at different times during his
career.b These quotations have been arranged in chronologicel
f;fder, in such & way as beéf foﬂiilustrate the'gradual swing
towards an increasing degree of liberalism as their writer
grew older. N

The second section is aycompilation of quotations show-
ing the Gazette editor's reactibn to specific issues and
measures concerning the social welfare at different times
duripg his careef. The attempt in this sectionkis to arrive
tentatively at & conClusion as to ﬁhether he has been con-
sistent with his broad theorieskWhen actual issues in evéry-
day life have-been presented to himvfor his support or dis-
approval.

The third section tracés Mr. White's suprort of candi-

dates for office. The guestion raised (and tentatively

i

answered) in the chapter is this--Did Iir. White consistently
support the candidate whose views on issues of the day most

nearly coincided with his?

Following these three mein sectionsg is a chapter which
sums up the findings of the study, and lists the conclusions

that may be drawn from these findings.




CHAPTER II
GENERAL THEORIES

Back in the nineties, when Willlem Allen White was just

.

beginning work es editor of The Zmporia Cezette, residents

"of the conservative Wast were having forced on their minds
the disconcerting fect that something wes heppening in Ken-

sas--sonething radical, dangerous, end immensely threstening

to the status quo. The embattled fermers of the Middle West,
bgnded togeﬁher in the Populist party, were ‘demending, in
loud and vigorous tones, such unheard-of reformes as the}grad-

~uated income tax, initiative end referendum, railroad regule-

tion, direct election of United Stetes seﬁators, government

omnership of railroads and telegraphs, free silver, end green-

e

i

?backs.l
| Thet is more, they were getting the votes. In the elec-
tion of 13892 more than a million citizens hed rallied to the
cause of agricultursl discontent end voted the Populist tickf
et.© And from Fenses had come Senator Villism A. Feffer,
"noted fer end wide for heving the longest whiske:s in the

senate chember; Congressmen Jerry Simpson, who gained undying

fame zs5 "Sockless Jerry"; Mery Blizebeth Lease, who went

: 1 Arthur M. Schlesinger, X Politicel end Sociel Fietory
i of the Imited Stetes: 1829-1925 (New York: The Mecmillen
. Co., 1926) p. 394.

Ay,

4 Toodrow Wilson, Divigion end Reunion (Mew York: ZILong-
- mans, Green, and Co., 1923: p. 317. '
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about the country admonishing the farmers to "raise less corn
and more hell"; and countless others who injected themselves
into the fight for reform. | |

No wonder it was, théﬁ, that peoplekin oﬁhér'sections
of the country turned to each other in amazement and asked,
"What's the matter with Kansas?" In thé midst of the tur-
mpil appeared a young Kansas editor, William Allen White, who
gave them an answer to their question. . Not only in one edi-
torial,® but in scores of them, he defended the old order of

laissez~-faire capitalism and savagely attgcked”the Eppulist

reformers. "While all the other staﬁes_havekbeén_get;ing_
population and capital," he seid, ﬁKansas gnd Neb;gsga_rppp-
1ists have been ;aising Cain with capitai and'dri#ing people
away from the state.“4

~ In White's opinion,  the Sunflower state needed more
wealthy, "solid" men and larger in#estmentqufgcapital..‘Ngif

ther of these would stay while éll these "Unsafe" experiments

were being carried on.5 And he was suspicious of all re-

S His famous editorial, "What's the Matter with Kansas?"
was, he says, used in the 1896 presidential campaign and

", . . Chairman Hanna was kind enough to say that it helped
materially to elect Mr. McKinley and a Republican congress."
4

The Emporia Gazette, November 1, 1900.

(Author's note: Since nearly all of the quotations in
this thesis are from the editorial pages of the Gazette, only
the date of the paper from which such quotetions are taken
will be given from now on. If a quotation is taken from anoth-
er source, this will be indicated.

5 August 15, 1896.




formers.

The Gazette has a theory thet professional re-
formers are frauds. . . . Isn't the average man .
who attends to his own business and doesn't impute
dishonesty to his fellows--isn't he more likely to
turn out honest than the professional reformer?®

That was the William Allen White of the 18901?f'°935¢?f
vative, suspicious of change, anxious tq pfesg:ygﬁﬁhe'jested
interests of the property owners. Agd yet,‘paradoxicglly )

enough, it was the same William Allen White who in 1917 wrote

as follows:

We must renew the old fight. We must rally the
radicals in every Kansas congressional district to the
fight. Kansas must send a radical congressmen from
every district who not only believes casually in re-
form, but who would rather establish justice quickly
than maintain prosperity, if the issue ever should
come squarely on that line.” ‘

It was the same Wiliiam Allen White who a few months
later in 1917 also wrote as follows:
The right of this country to an educated, well-
fed, comfortably housed, home-dwelling citizenship
is of more importence than any men's right to inter-
est, profits, or rent, and more important then any
men's right to work. -
The right-zbout-face is obvious. In fifteen years he
had undergone a metamorphosis from a deep-dyed conservative

to an out-and-out progressive, if not, indeed, & radicel.

The story of those intervening years is one of a gradusl

6 August 12, 1897.
7 February 16, 1¢17.
8 April 10, 1917.




ghift of emphasis from property rights to peisonal rights.

The Young Stend-Patter

10

As we have already seen, the William Allen White of the

nineties was in favor of an untrammeled capitel, and strongly

opposed to "dangerous" changes. He was zlso strbngly op-

posed to anything‘that smacked of a paternalism favorable to.

the little fellow.g

How God hates a whiner. . . . Able bodied men
clamoring for the government to help them. . . .
The spirit of the whiner has so blinded men that
they say the success of TJTay Gould and the failure
of John Smith, who started out with the same educa-
tion, the same health, the same opportunities, is
due to the government. . . . In times of peace the
men who is hard up has himself to blzme, because
when men are getting rich it is proof that men can
get rich, and when a2 man can and doesn't, he should
not whine and snivel and howl ebout the inequalities
of legislation.l

He sneered a2t the ides that péople could be poor for

any other reeson than thelr own laziness and poor menagement.

Bach individuzl had an egual chence to meke good, he felt,

and if that ihdividual went under--it wes his owm fault.

"Success," he writes, "doesn't lie in the government end the

law, but in the individual. . . . The law cannot change it.

9 As we shall see, his opposition to government peterncl-

ism did not prevent him from fevoring & high protective ter-
iff for American industry. WYor did his stetement thet "wvou

can't bring individuel prosperity by netionel legislation®

prevent him from advocating the high tariff on the ground
thet it would help the leboring man.

10 pugust 14, 1296.
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Failure or success is an individuel affair.";l
And again he strikes out at the ides of correcting mel-
distribution of wealth by passing laws. "Now all this talk;
gbout bringing individuel prosperity through national legis-~
Adation, is folly. Success depends upon the man, not upon
“the laws."12
Mr. White at thet period took the ettitude that if fhings
were left elone, progress.was inevitable. And the cause of
that progress would be nbthing more or less than human sel-
“fishness. "The same selfishness that hes mede the Wo;ld_go
" spinning around the grooves of progress for themiagt million
“years, is still the dominant force of human nature."ls
- And through that progress would be brought about the
good of all. In the following duotation ¥Mr, White paints a
“picture of the entire nation marching forward to newer
“heights--with the Deity grotesquely enrolled on the side of

L

he standpatters and the believers in leissez feire:

P R

moday the average men's comforts were the lux-
uries of the last penerstion's rich. Tomorrow todey's
rieh man's luxuries will be the comforts of the poor.
mhese chenges have not been brought about by law,; no
legislature has enacted thet & sewing mechine shall
be in every house; there was no "divy" to get it; no
making the plutocrats disgorge. Progress did it.
The spread of averd’e intelligence did it. The dif-
fucion of brains did it. The evolution of men did
it. And what is more, no law, no party, no states-

11 August 14, 1396.
12 pugust 25, 1896.

13 quly 10, 1897.
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man will bring ebout the blessings thet zre to conme.
It vill be progrecs--which is another name for God.

Bryen Versus McKinley

In the presidenticel election‘of 1396 the issue wee cleer
between the old system and the new. Willigm.Jenpinga
an, endorsed by the"Demoératic andvihe Popﬁligt perties,
running on a platform the most conspicuous plank of

ch wes one calling for cheaper currency--the free coinege

[

silver at the ratio of 16 to 1. On the opposing side wes
illizm McKinley, stending for "sound rnoney" and backed by

rk Tenne and the conservetive business interests of the

Into this conflict between the debtor cless, who wanted
governnment to aid them in decreasing the burden of their
sbts, and the creditor group, who wented the govefnment to
3t them alone in the possession of what they elready hed,

fr. Thite threw himself with fervor--on the side of those

who had. Three months before the election he said:

‘ N
. « « The guestion before the voters of this country--
of Xansas, of Tmporia--is shall American institutions
prevsil; shell every men heve a right to enjoy the
fruits of his endeavor, or shall politicel &nd financial
cnerchy preveil?

. « . The Populists demend thet debts be cut in two.
They lie when they say that the currency hes been con-

14 ru1y 21, 18¢7.

0
i
i
O
m

13 Arthur M. Schlesinger, op. cit., pp. 338
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tracted. ®very thief in jail has an excusé; he
thinks he did right. He justifiee himself. So
the men who want to steal half their creditors!
rnoney Jjustify their crime by talk about contrac-
tion of the currency. But it is a criminsl's
subterfuge. It is a rogue's sophistry.

In this American government paternalism pleys
no part. It is every man for himself. It is free
for all, and in the end the keenest, most frugal,
and riost industrious win. . . . The lezy men, the
spendthrift, the "poor menzger" must go under.l®

In the above editorizl are found three elements of con-

.servativism. ey are (1) the call for the preservation of
:existing institutions, (2) opposition to government interven-
tion for the assistonce of the "little fellow", 2nd (3) op-
position to any restriction on the wealthy citizen in his
5ﬁrsuit of furthér‘weaith-thatQis to say, oppoéition to ré-

strictions on capital.

-

Roosevelt

\Near the turn of the century a change began to appear
in Mr. Whité's atfitude, a change which waé eventually to
lead to the utter right-sbout-fece pointed out at the begin-
ning of this chapter. It is interesting to note that it was
at the time that this change wes beginning to eppear that
Mr. White first met Theodore Roosevelt. White greatly ad-
mired Roosevelt, and followed the colonel all during the let-

ter's political career.

16 yu1y 31, 1896.
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It was Congressmen Charles Curtis, the Kan-
sas Republican cohesive, who 1ntroduced the Tmpo-
ria editor to the then Vice- Pre51dent Theodore
Roosevelt. Their minds struck fire et once,
Roosevelt invited White to lunch, where each took
the other's measure and was dee-lighted. Later,
when Roosevelt wielded the Big Stick, White's
" was the gratifying chore of reising 1ntelllpent
~ whoopee whenever the Stick fell upon the greedy
“+ end removed from their seats treltors to the-
trust of government.

""Roosevelt bit me, and I went mad," White

But even befofe this meeting, When Roosevelt was still
governor of Wew Vork state, he had epparently caught the _
imegination and the admiration of the Emporian. - At that
early time we find the latter saying, "Not more then helf
~a dozen men in American public life havé,first-class minds.
Senator Lodge is one; Governbrbhposevelt’is;anbther. RN

And again Roosevelt is the subject of remarks such as
the following:

Roosevelt, in his message to the New ?6}k'1eg-
islature, sensibly remarks: "It is well to remenm-
ber on the one hand that the adoption of what is
reasonable in the demands of the reformers is the
surest way to prevent the adoption of what is un-
reasonable, and on the other hand that many of the
worst and most dangerous lews which have been put
upon statute books have been put there by zealous
reformers with excellent intentions."19

And this:

In a story written for boys, Gov. Roosevelt
gives the following rule for success, which he has

17 pugusta W. Hinshew, op. cit., p. 66.

———

18 Jenuary 29, 1900.

19 January 6, 1900.
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himself closely followed: "In life, as in a foot-
ball geme, the principle to follow is hit the

line hard; don't foul and don't shlrk but _hit the
llne hard." It's a good rule for anybody

All through ‘the years Mr, Whlte s admiretion for Roose-

. velt continued. 1In 1912 he followed Roosevelt out of the

BepubliCan party; he followed him back in, and continued to
Follow him till his death.

e Here are a few quotations from Gazette_editorials;writ-
ten during the time Roosevelt was president.

.« « . RooOsevelt, a welter weight, a scrapper who’

~ wins by practical methods, & bench-legged bulldog
with a scholar's head on his shoulders and = gen-
tleman's heart, no more afraid of the people and
their caprices than he is of booggers, frank as
the sunlight and fair to his vanquished enemies
as he is to his friends, a man of books, as inex-.
orable as a steel trap to vice, whether it ap-" -

. pears in his councils or over his gun-sight . . .21

The influence for Roosevelt, for clean poli-
‘tics, for high civic ideals, for political virtue
will be and is now inestimable. Be is today the
greatest living American--nbg for his accomplish-
ment--but for his influence.

If President Roosevelt never does another
thing he will have been a great help to his count-
rymen. Ke has given them en object lesson in pub-
lic integrlty.23

But with the common run of Americans, Roose-
velt's name will always be linked with the names
of Washington end Lincoln. Xe stands as the man

20 June 1, 1900.
2l September 6, 1901.
22 Wovember 22, 1901.

. 23 December 17, 1901.
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“who started the war for industriel freedom in Amer-

ica, _and the peoplegill cheer him even if the pol-
iticiens forget him. 4

The Transition

But whether or not it was due to the influence of Roose-

velt, the fact remains that almost coincidentally with his

accession to the presidency ceme a rather sharp change in the

5

o)

tenor of the Gazette editorizls.

On November 2, 1901, just two months after the assessina-

tion of President McKinley, came the first hint in favor of
& restriction on capital--the first hint of an abandonment of
the 0ld "let alone" idea.

Men who have grown rich during the last cen-
tury have been new to their estate; they have not
learned that there is something to wealth beside
bower. That something is an obligation. . . .
Wealth must help the world. Rich men must contrib-
ute to the government more than their personal tax-
es and their charities. This contribution rnust

24 Tune 27, 1508.

25 mhe hyrvothesis here, thet ¥r. White's change from con-
servativism to liberalism was caused largely by the influence
of Theodore Roosevelt, was confirmed recently by Mr. White
himself. 1In a speech before the Roosevelt Memorisl Associe-
tion on October 28, 1934, he seid in part:

"I had a better opinion of Mark Hanne then of McKinley.
Young Roosevelt disillusioned me. He made me see that Fanna
and his geay and amiable but ruthless kind were responsible
for presidents like McKinley and his kind.

"It was a shock. I was & young arrogent protagonist of
the divine rule of plutocracy. I think I celled it "breinet™®
Ze shattered the foundation of my political ideels. As they
crumbled then and there, politicelly, T put his heel on my
neck and I became his men. In the handclesp that followed
and the gesture of good-bye he became my life-long liege end
I a yoemen in his service."

H
—
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corlie, not as a voluntary offering, but as e right
which society can demend! The tax system of Amer
icans nust be revised so that weslth will pey for
something beside police protection. The world
needs more schools, more parks, more rusic, more
beauty, more equitable distribution of the bless-
ings of civilization. . . . The rich men who enjoys
much rust pay hics share.
. . « It is not charity but justice that the situa-
tion demends, not gifts but rights that are due so-
ciety from wealth. "The 0ld order changseth giving
place to the new, lest one good custom should cor-
2
rupt the world.=< ,

By 1904 we find thct a compTete chanre has teken plece.

No longer is it White's 1dea that it is inveriebly a credit
to 2 man to get rich, end a credit to the country that men
are getting rich. Instead, he says:
Some men are proud of their money--thoush

Heaven knows they shouldn't he, for too often they

have cheated people out of it, end should be no °

oDrouder of *he?r i1l sotten geins than a man is of

stolen money. -

And althouch it wes only a few years ago that he hed

hooted at eny plen thet smecked of 2 redistribution of weelth,

he now bersen to doubt the velue to the nation of heving vest

tunes concentreted in the hends of 2 few veslthy individu-

+h

=

0

1

N

[2)]
43}

me feclng the ‘country which demend
ediustmeant  wrohleme concerning the ecuitable
distribution of the weslth plTJnn un in tiis coun-
try. Droseriy rizhtas ere seacred, but becruze & men
nes chestzd his fellow men out of millions #5 Sten-
derd 01l cheated them in the Amelgemeted Copper
derl 1 no reason why possession of stolen millionz
sives the ommer @ title. e

28 Wyvember 2, 1TUl.

27 Tuly 19, 1$04.
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For one million dollars & man and his family
may enjoy every nossible luxury of this civilize-
tion. . . . When & man owns nmore than & million
he 1Is using the surplus to promote greet deals, in
which there are unfeir profits. These profits
comte out of sorme one--partly out of the lehorers’
at the factory, partly out of the genereal public.

This is wrong.

- How shall the 1n1qu1t1ep of our industrial
systen be settled? Socialism cannot solve the
problem . . . it mey be years being settled. In
the ﬁeantimevthe thlnu to do is to eliminate sel-
fisuhmess on the part of rich men and prejudice on
the pcrt of the poor man and meanness on the part
of cveryone.

The 0ld editoriecl, "That's the Matter with Kansas?" wes

’

;still ¥r., "hite's most farnous, despite the fact thet his views
had eiresdy chenged immensely. He weas not yet reedy to recant
and zdmit that he was in error, but he»did make,a sort pf
half-way compronise, adﬁitting that the old editdrial wes

"out of date"--", . . It has no more to do with present con-
ditions then = description of the Garden of Zden has to do

‘with Jackson County,2® Mo. . . . n30
™e Tnthusiastic Convert

Like 211 new converts, Mr. "alte took to his new doctrines

p=
]
3
(]
)

fich to weter, In the following selection it ig inter-~
esting to note with whet suspicion and distrust he looxzs upor

People hoving the same views he himself hed once held.

oo
~Z WMovenmber 2, 1904.
20
<7 The home county of Kanses City--FKensece' ovm 3odon and
Gomorrah.

30 pu~ust 15, 1904.
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In these deys when reactionary sentiment is
being menufectured by designing men that they may
continue plundering the people, it is cheerful to
reflect that the peonle are unmoved, g#nd that they
regerd the steeling of the big sinners who steal by
the millions with the same scorn thet they regard
the pilfering of those who tep tills znd breck
locks. . . . R :

The ills of humanity &are cureble, 2nd even
though the socialist is wrong- in his medicine there
can be no uestion about the exXistence of the e-
vils.Sl : :

Fe strikes out venomously at those wealthy men whom he
~had once held in such high regard. Bitterly he calls down
public scorn on "millionaire corsairs" who preach in Sundey
Schools in their old age.
The newspepers and megezines which heve
scourged so nmeny frauds from the temple in recent
vears night do a2 real good by getting after these
elderly guides who are trying to square themselves
v with heaven by expounding the_Golden Rule after
violating it all their lives.

Then, in the latter pert of 1908, came two importént state-
ments of principle which merk o definite chenge in position--
a definite shift from one pole of opinion to the other.

The first of these was on August 1, 1908, when he said,
"The function of a government is to take the best possible
care of =211 its subjects." The second wes approximetely e
month later, when he wrote as follows:

The federel ~overnment is bound to put more
and more restrictions on the rights of cepital. . . .

capital in its essence is a public end not e pri-
vate trust. Men hold it in trust. They can oper-

31 February 1, 1908.

52 Tune 11, 1908.
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ate it;along certein lines, only as the public di-
rects.”

"Wail, for the World's Wrong"

From this time on we constaﬁfly_find quotetions which
show that Y¥r. Thite had come at~léstutd the conviction thet
the wbrld was not what it shouldkbe, and further thet some-
thing could 2nd should be done ebout it, even though this
might mean trezding on somebody's 'toes. ;He,hadﬁachieved 2
feeling of increased social responsibiiity.r;On Februery 12,
1912, for instance, he spoke of the high rate of infant nor-
tality, and asked, "Can the low wages thet impel improper
housing and unsanitary methods of living hévefanything to do
with ito"

Agein in the same year we find another lengthy editorial
showing a dissatisfection with the existing system. Mr. Taite
had come to reelize that the poor Were’not all lazy!or bad;
thet the economic end social system had something to do with
making people what they were.

It is all very fine to say that we get whet we
deserve in this world. To a certain extent that is
true. But there is a wide ares of life's activi-
ties wherein it is not true. . . . It is the daugh-
ters of the poor who are lured into vice; it is the
sons of the poor who are fed to the molochs of
crime--not because they are bad, but becsuse they
are more sorely tried than those who lead sheltered
lives. More men are driven to drink because they

" are poor 2nd worried with the cares of gzverty than
are driven to poverty because of drink.v®

353 september 12, 1908.

34 March 25, 1912.
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And not only did the economic system operate unjustly in
making people poor, he felt, butlalsb'itlécted in a queerly
illogical menner in meking people rich.

Men like Edison, and Hemmond, and the great
doctors, lawyers and educators receive but frugel
returns for their service, and its value is un-
questioned. Compared with Bdison or Mammond or’
Marconi, or President ®lliot, what has Thomas F.
Ryan ever done for all his billions35

- God put the o0il in the ground, not John D.
and Tlbridge H. Gary. They deserve something
for taking these natural resources out and dis-
tributing them; dbut not the billions they have
teken and will keep taking unless the people
organized_in government stou the profiteering
by taxes. 56

All in all, lir. White wes coming to take the stand thet
there was something radically wrong with the distribution of

wealth.

Some day the restless consciences of employ-
ers will realize that labor is not getting a fair
share; that the division of the profits of indus-
try is entirely a matter of what capital can hold
back; that it is not a matter of supply and de-
mand but a matter of power in capital's hends. 57

Moreover, something must be done. XNo longer was our
editor willing to leave the righting of wrongs to "progress,
which is another name for God™".

A social reconstruction must be made. . . .
And whenever there is a chance to take a fairly

effective whack at it [the "present social sta-
tus"] the Gazette for one will teke it. Moreover

35 April 13, 1916.
36 March 16, 1920.

37 December 26, 1916.
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no party, no caste instinct, no traditionsl preju-
dice or fgolery about economic laws shall stop or

hinder this paper from hitting the old iniguity of
our present social order, and hitting it he.:t‘d..%8 ,

Utopia~--& le White

| Thus had Mr, White éoge to regard the social order’as
he filled‘with iniquities. The,ques;ion then remains--what
id he propose to do about_it? ‘How farhdid)he propose to go
ith his restrictions on capital? How far did he propose to
go with his protection 6f the poor? o -
Certainly he was not a communist. ZEarly in the history
of Soviet Russia he wrote:

Bolshevism cannot stand if it has communica~"
tion and business dealings with the outside world.
It will not spread if it is allowed to fail; but
if it is repressed and fails under military pres-
sure the fools who believe in the doctrine always
will hold that they could have succeeded if they
had not heen oppressed. The way to kill Bolshe-
vism is to 1gt it compete with civilization, end
fail of its own folly.59

Turther, he opposed socislism as being too radical a
change.

Socialism is vast stupidity. It sees the gross
injustices of organized society and is driven mad
by them., The solution of the obvious ills of the
world is evolutionary. The solution is found by
putting the best heart and mind of the world to work
on today's problem; the progress of the world must
come one step at a time. But Socialism is a plan
for en entirely new order drearmed out by men who

38 octover 25, 1916.

39 Jenuary 5, 1920.
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have fzith only in materi%% solutions for ills that
ere deep in humen nature.®

As & matter of fect, ¥Mr. White's new progressivism did
not prevent him from remaining thoroughly convinced of the
benefits of the capitelistic system. "We believe in regu-
lating the activities of capitel," he sald, "as the only wey
to stop the ultimate destruction of canital."4l

With this in mind as & background, it will be possible
to discern from the following ngtation just what sort of
go#ernment the sage of Pmporia wanted to bring about. Writ-
ing on the Tbert government in Germeny, he seaid:

The Thert government, called socialist, wes
in its generzl aims about what the government of .
Roosevelt would have been in 1913 if he had been
elected. It was not a working-class govermment; it
was a riddle-class government. '

Surely Christ did not die in vain. Surely
Jingoism and Bolshevism--one seeking to rule the
world for one class by low cunning, end the other
seeking to rule the world for another class by brute
force~--are not the only hope of the world."

And there we have it in z nutshell. The type of govern-
ment Mr. White wanted--the type he tried to put in power when
he supported Roosevelt--was neither socialism or communism
ong the one hand, nor fascism on the other. Cleass government,

S0 long as it was by leboring men on the one hend, or by a

wealthy "ruling class" on the other, was taboo. That the

40 september 17, 1920.
41 April 24, 1916.

42 March 15, 1920.
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The New Decl

At the time that this thesis is being written (Dgceﬁber,
1954) the government of this nation is uhdergoing & vast end
pdssibly pernanent series of changes._ Out of the grgat égon-_
omic depression of the past several years, and the popular
uﬁrest that has come about as its result, has»arisen.a‘cpnfi'
glomerate grouping of schemes for‘gconomic_recoveryf financial
relief, and social and governmentai.;eforms,Which has been
given the generic title, "The NeW'Deal."

It is yet too early to evaluate properly this new'plan
of government. The eventual results bf‘the changes it hes
nede are yet to be seen. Apparently this New Deel is to in-
clude in its mzxeup many of the reforms first advoceted widely
-during the progressive movement at tile beginning of this cen-
tury. Administretion leaders heve stressed time end egein
thet the welfare of the "forgotten men" is their primery con-
cern. Appearently, tod, it is the intention of President Frenk-
lin D. Roosevelt and his followers to stay strictly within
the iimits of democratic government and the capitelistic gys-
tem in working out their reforms.

It would appear, then, that to en overwhelnming degree
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éthe New Deal is proceeding along thg lines which Mr; Whitg
ﬁaas advocated for some thirty years. Since this is the‘cgsg,
it would seem naturel that Jr. White would give his full sup-
;port to the present administration. An interesting conflict
:ccunés;in here, however. At election times, at lea;ﬁ, Mr}'
ﬁWQite has nearly always been.found on the Republiﬁan sidg.
(see Chapter III) TFurthermore, ﬁe'éupported Herbgrthpovgr
‘irl'the election of 1932, end is still.p:eserving e. personal
friendship with this opponent of meny phases of the New Deal.
In the light of this conflict, it is interesting to note what

Mr. Tnite's editorial sttitude has been.

e find in the first plece & warm sympethy for many of

the ideals and aims of the New Deal, as when, in specking of

the Tennessee Valley power project, he says:

The president was considering not the invested
dollar. Fe wes thinking out loud ebout the rights
of Americen consumers to have the cheapest possible
retes for electricity rether then about the invest-
ors' right to make the highest possible rates on
invested dollars. There is & deep difference in
attitude. The consumer has been the forgotten men.
Someone now ig thinking of himn.

It is @ really new deel definitely different
from the 0ld deal. Tnether you like it or not, tecke
1t or lerve it. But don't fool yourself into think-
ing thet the 01ld desl stressing dollers over rmen
will ever come back to Americes.=~

The inevitebility of the governmentel chenses nov soing
)11 seenms to impress Mr. "hite.
A

Political freedom? VYes! The rizht of free

43 wovember 21, 1934.
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speech, free press, free conscience? Of course!
The writ of habees corpus, trial by jury? Certein-

13

wr'.

But the right of every men to g6 his own econ-

omic way and plcy his own selfish, sordid or silly
economic game according to the dictetes of his own
stuyidity or nis ovm 1 morant cuwldltV--+hPt dey is
sone, A larser econonic 11bertj will be geined by
the

ties for econonic license.

So

restriction of the men zLo now use their liber-
‘—.t
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in theory, at least, the "mporien was often behind

nresident and his policies. At other times, however,

chose

+
U

o *tscke the prrt of & neutrel observer. For e"fm>le

in speaking of the fact that the Ku ¥Xlux ¥lan had come out

against the nresident, he seays:

—

« + . So the President is being attacked from

two flanks; on the one hand the American Liberty
lezgue, organized by tne big shot reactioneries in
the counting house, on the other hand by the little
shot reactionaries in the cow pastures.

Let us howne the American peoxple will Judne the

New Deal coolly and on its merits, undisturbed by the
racket which comes from either the coantlng house or
the cow pasture.4d.

An

d again:

Step by step he hes welked through this depres-

sion with & firm purpose toward a2 definite solution
of the perplexing problems that have come upon nan-

0

+
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kind. It may or may Hgb be the right way. FHe may

mney not win. .
1 in 211, he believed that the nationzl Democretic

n chould receive the cupport of the wnenule--ct

ct
1=
(o]

until the next election.

L
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This is no tine to carp. It's no time to play
politics certainly. . . . L T T
All Americens, of whatever party, factioh or
creed, should stand by the President.  F¥e is shirk- o
ing nothing. His fellow citizens should grent him
thelr patr10t1c cooperation.®

The quotations given .thus far might have come from a pro-

ggdministration paper. But'at other.times;@hg pa;tisan spirit
;@pes'tend to creep into ¥r. White's ﬁritipgs,_.He*geesbﬁoh;t,
‘fOr example, that the Republican party gets its full due of
credit. |

Under the leadership of President Roosevelt
the country has felt a new impulse of courage. Tt
has followed him willingly, though his leadership
has teken strange paths into new end untried fields
of social, political and econonic endeevor.

Vet without the foundation leaid in the three
preceding years by Herbert Hoover the work of Pres-
sy ident Roosevelt cound not have gone as far as it
has gone. Hoover saved the mejor banks, thé insur- ;
ence companies and the financial structure of the
country. . 43

Mr. White seems to look beyond the New Desl, end to hope

Hhy
(@)
3

s 0ore candidate even more setlsfectory than Mr, Roosevelt.

1o omne, of course, is seatisfied with the New
Deal--no one hut 2 hidebound, yellow-dog Democret
who would let his party do +be thinking. Neverthe-
less, Roosevelt has changed the ,sycholoplcgl front
of the American people. He is trying to chenge the
emphasis of the recovery from organized- wealth to
the avere;e men.

- . . . . . . .

A leader like Roosevelt is necessery. Ye is
not necessarily the only leader. Possibly he is

47 septerber 8, 1934.

48 wovember 30, 1933.




- not even the best leader. But he is 2 leader and

- he is moving in the right direction in certain im-
portent phases of the situation. Tntil some other
lesder comes zoing in the seme direction, either

- faster or surer, Roosevelt deserves the support and

encoureacerment of the Americen people~-which doesn't

mean that e haXS to vote the Democratic ticket to

“give it to him. ' e

A1 in 211, it will not be in the least surprising to

,gllgate for the presidency in 1936. For the Pepubliccn perty,

e sa2ys, is not dead.
i Possibly within a year it mey be up on its feet
ignoring the New Deal with its own definite fighting
plan for recovery. But it must hzve new lecders with
modern ideals or go the wey of the Thigs.

e -

His zttitude toward the president himself is probebly
Dbest reflected by the following quotation from an editoriel
on Thanksgziving Day, 1934.

e should be thankful #lso for our leasder. Ee
is as blind es we; a blind lesder of the Blind. Fe
is fecile, he noves quickly, he is clairvoyent in
his reeding of the public mind, he is er incernete
popular referendum. Perheaps & wiser man, a rore
courezeous man, a more determined, stubborn, clecr-
visioned, hard-headed, hot heerted men with 2 plen
end z purpose, =2ven though it were good znd wicse,
might wreck this nstion by his very virtues. 3But
let us tharnk all the gods .that be for this men zig-
zegoing from left to right, for this men who feels
the public pulse, who listens &t the crase roots,
who 1rs no rugred convictione. Our Americen Tres-
ident is a drillpoint seeking the softest rock in the
tunnel we must bore through to the light of enother,
better day. So with 211 our hearts let us be grete-
ful for this man of this hour whose very faults are

49 purust 23, 1034.

50 rovember 15, 1934.

¢ Mr. "hite lending his best support to the Republican can-
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virtues in this uncertein time. Tor him end his
kind heart that would helwn .the common men--even
thourh he be a blind leeader gf the blind--let us
give due and proper thenks. 2
™hus it is that what opposition Mr. Thite hes toward the
oresent adninistration is directed ageinst the party and the

president, and not agzinst political meesures that neake up

the New Deal. In fact, it has beeﬁﬁin only comperetively min-

Q
13

metters that our editor has opposed the new legislation--
price-fixing policies of the Nationel Pecovery Administretion,
for instence, end tendencies toward monopoly under the same

act. V¥r. Wnite is still =& 1iberal.

51 wovember 20, 1934.




CHAPTER III
SPECIFIC MTASURES

In tihis chapter en attemnt is made to present ¥r. White's
wviews on specific socizl and economic issues, to discover
whether there was any chenge in these views th:ough the years,
end to inquire into the degree of conformity between these
views and the doctrines set’forth in the precéding chepter--
Pbetween theory and practicé. ‘We heve alregdy seen how in
theory, =zt least, our editor’had turned from the conservetive
to the increasingly liberal stend in politics. The cuestion
then arises: when specific issues end problems of government
arose, did he take & stand on these consistent with his theqf
Tretical pdint of view? Was there ip h;s ettitude toward regu-
lation of trusts, reguletién of railr@ads and public utilities,
the tariff, foreign relations, and bther‘important issues of
his day, ¢ shift parallel with the shift in theories in gov-
ernment?

For purposes of clearness, this chepter is divided into

sections, each desling with one certein issue. Quotations

M

nd citetions from the Gezette are given, reflecting the at-
tude of the editor of thet paper towerd each issue ot dif-

ti
ferent times during his career.
™e Redistribution of Weslth

with his firm feith in the senctity of the stetus cuo,
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ng Mr. Whité was bitterly opposed to ahy officisl ec-
werds the “"artificiel" redistribution of weslth. All
plans, he felt, were impossible as well as dishonest. &
ets what he earns in this world, he thought, snd nothing

e done to chenge it.

, It is a favorite cry with the populists and socisl-
sts of the violent order that if & men grows rich he
11 take some other ren's wealth.” Mo more false doc-
rine was ever preached. The averege well-to-do men’
- has acquired his means by giving the world something.

In return the world gives him weelth. It doesn't come
from the riouths of the poor. The poor_ men will be poor
o matter how meny rich men there are.l

- With this doctrine so uncompromisingly stated in the lat-
.er pert of the nineteenth century, it is interesting to ob-
.erve the chenging trends in the thought of our editor during
he days of the "progressive era".
The problems facing Tﬁeddore Roosevelt are prob-
lems concerning the distribution of wealth. The poor

man does not share the benefits of civilization com-
mensurate with the work he does to make civilization.

« « . The poor man has more than he ever hed before.
. . But on the other hend he deserves more than he
cets. ‘

Laws to regulate end control trusts; laws to resgu-
late and control public utilities--street reilroads, -
telephones, nublic heating plents, telegraph companies,
water companies, lighting companies, and all corpora-
tions which serve the people with the necessaries and
comforts of life--and laws to regulate and control
the man who unbridles his greed behind corporete or-
ganization to oppress the people and swindle them,
nust be made in the next generation if the country
is to maintain its integrity as a liberty cherizhing
people.

1 septermber 30, 1897.

2 November 9, 1904,
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his new attitude still persisted, and iﬁ 1812 we dis-
Mr. White still firmly convinced thet it wes the duty

L \government to play the part of a sbrt of super-Robin

The next step will be the establishment of a
.ving wage in each trade below which an employer
¥y not go in hiring men for his trade. . . .[This)
111 take from the man who gets what he does not
rm and will give it to the man who earns what he

‘does not get.d

‘5f ¥Thus it was that all during the following years we find

5: §m@oria Gazette enthusiastically supporting %he graduated

rcome tax, high inheritence taxes, and other plens which
_g&ht tend to "take from the men who gets what he does not

vxrn and give to the man who earns what he does not get."
Foreign Relations

- In the field of foreign relations, too, we find a gradu-
L liberalization of Mr. White's views. At the time of the
>anish-American War, he was on the side of the expesnsionists,
2lieving with President McKinley that it was the manifest
aiatiny of tﬁé Tnited States to expand its sway o#er théVPg--
ific, At thevéloéé;qf tﬁe wer, when the issue of "imperi=l-
Sm" arose between’Mr. Bryan and Fresident NcKinley; the
S Zette expressed the view that our nation should retein pos-

€ ssion of the Philippine Islands. "The white men's rmight

&3 made right for three thousand years," he seid. "It is

—

3 January 16, 1912.

e e e
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in every deed or conveyance or legel instrument in the civi-
n4

[ ized world, snd it's not going to change for Mr. Bryan.

At the time of the World War, too, Mr. White fell in
Ljinehwith the war SPihit of his time. _"We.éan wgge e wer for
].astlnﬁ peace if we wage. it v1¢orously KRR Let us meke our-
5<elves the champlons of republlcwn novernmeht in the beginning
of the world's republics. "5

Today we are & unlted cJuntry, fi~hting not e wer
~of vengeance, nor a war of defense, but a war for de-
nocracy, a war for Christian civilization ageinst =2
power which outrages small nations, which murders non-
-  combatants ruthlessly, which enslaves prisoners, which
breaks its pledged word, which torpedoes food-ships
to her own starving victims, which has thrown off ev-
ery vestige of obedlence to 1nternat10na1 law and now
knows no law but German necessity.
" " It is well that we waited. For now we know that
the blood we shed shall be shed in a holy cause.6

PEE o 4

But 1n the next decade came dlsillu51onment. Asking what

-

c:1t1zens of the natlon should do 1n case of another war, he
says it depends on the klnd of war. If 1t were a sane and a
Tr easonable one, all should help.

But if it were some brawl with the South American
republics--either to grab land or to collect worthless:
loans made by New York bankers to hired revolutionists,
or to protect oil leases--then every man over age
should be stamping up and down the land, demanding
that the war cease, and that the enemy be granted an
honorable peace.

4 August 10, 1900.
S March 27, 1917.
6 apri1 3, 19017.
7 Augus£ 2, 1924.
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Then, referring to the American interVenfidn inyNicara-

gua during the Coolidge administration:

Is it good Americanism to force our boys to
shed their blood for property invested under specu-
lative terms in unstable foreign countries? Which
is the better kind of Americanism--to save the blood
of our soldiers or to protect the dollars of our in-
vestors? That is what the American people must an-
swer in the next few years when we formulate our
South American policy.S

And in a burst of irony, referring again to Americen in-

terference in the South Americen and Centrel American countries

he says:

Uncle Sem . . . proposed to go in and shed the
blood of his soldiers for the dollars of his in-
vestors without let or hindrance. We've got lots
of blood and we've got lots of dollars, and we are
a proud nation willing to spend blood at any time
to uphold our honor even if our honor in another's
eyes seems greed. Surely we are right and every-
one else on this continent is wrong.

Hurrah, boys, hurrah!

With the years came disillusionment in regard to the -
great World War--the war that was to have made the world safe
for democracy. On Armistice Day, 1933, we find this:

Fifteen years ago today came the Armistice,
and we all thought it was to be a new world. It
ist But a lot worse than it was before.

Ten million men were killed, a8 many more
maimed, fifty billion dollars worth of property
destroyed, the world saddled with debt.

And for what?

What was the good of it? TFour years of peace
would have made a better world.

Would it have been any worse if Germany had
won? Ask yourself honestly. No one knows.

8 February 13, 1928.
9 Pebruary 16, 1928.
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J,jrp;nting out the fact that democracy had.bgen destroyed
?inmst of the countries of Turope, our Writgr adds:

.. Wer is the devil's joke on humanity. So let's
celebrate Armistice day by laughing our heads off.

~_ .Then let us work and pray for peace, when men

‘can break the devil's cheins and nations realize
..their nobler dreems.

Railroad Regulation

Another subject on which there wes 2 marked shi?ﬁlof
opinion was that of governmentél regulgtion of railrgad.ratss.
Tn the early days of his editorship ¥r, White wes thoroughly
opposed to any action that would prevent thg railways f;og
running their own business in their ovm wey. He laughed gtv
the Populisf outery egeinst prevelent ebuses. "There is prpb-
2bly nore clap trep and flap doodle in circu19tion cbncerning
the railroads than there is current concerning any cherhtop-
ic," he said; adding thet while the redil lines might heve
their fzults, they were a product of the system of competi-
Tion, "which has thus fer been found to be the best thet hes
been invented."1l0

Later on we find the following quotation: "The Gezette
Tenorked e short time arco thet lower freight retes would not
benefit the fermer. . . "1

And in 1900 Mr, "hite goes so far a& to poke fun at the

10 yuly 17, 1896.
11 pugust 2, 1896.




‘thopusj he seems at times eVen?tqﬂdbub~”tne exigte=

octopus. Remerking on the feot that et the time

there were no state laws (end, of course, no ef-

ational 1awslz) regulating rail trensportetion, he

The reailroad octopus in the state is uncheined;
s roaming the hills and dales of “the stete drag-
g his lariat. . .

‘The sun still rlses in the east.

Tater goes down hill.

Men love their wives and sweethearts. Children

.y merrily out in the twilight Wlthout fear and
e old bull octopus harms them not.

Cen it be . . . that reilroad laws zre flfth
eels to wegons and thet shippers end railroads get
gether as other peop yle do--merchents end their cus-
omers, farmers and their petrons?

Ts there rezlly & natural lew in the business

rorld that operates when legislative enectment feils?

Well, well, well--!

Now what do vou think of that?ls

mius it wes thet Mr. Thite wes definitely ageinst reil-

q regulation in the old conservative deys. But on Decen-

immediately after a railroed messase to congress
his hero, Roosevelt, our editor, too, ceme out for rete

And by 1605 he hed definitely QisCOVered thet

truly did exist.

is funny--how we &ll heve discovered the
octopus; en enimrl whose Very exigtence we denied
ten or a dozen years &g0.

. .

' mhe other dey a pemphlet came to the Gezette

127On1y the Interstete Cormeroce Act of 1337.

13 September 19, 1900.
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‘which seemed about the right thing. It was going
. &after railroed discriminetion. It seemed sene and
~rcalm and well poised. The men-who wrote it seemed
- to heve his heed full of facts ground through the ‘ i
" wheels of logic., When, lo and behold, the pemnhlet
wes written and printed in 1890, and wes written |
by Percy TMeniels!'léd The sun do move. This is a
funny worldtld !

e

‘“?In ﬁhe vears following the editor o? the Gezette became
asﬁfé%iférous 2 crusader against the railroads as had been
@iégPdpulist opponents_in the early'days.y In 1953; "Pregi-
@éntuRooseﬁélt . . . had seen Whatkevery 5ne ip Waghington
xnew, thet the reilroads were robb;ng thekpeople. . ."16»

And a*ain’in 1917, praising ¢ Kansas congressmen for fight-

ing the railroeds, he seys thet the latter‘hgdhbeen "robbipg

the pnost office department of‘millions of dollers by the use

of an illegél and impossible di#isor in weighing end apcounf—'
ing mail. .‘. . The robbery wes cfass. it was plein lercency."17

So vanished a young men's illusions in regard to the

railroads of his day.
Trust Regulation

On the subject of regulation of trusts, too, we find &
shift toward the left. In the beginning Mr. White, true to

his doctrine of leigssez faire, wes inclined to jibe not only

14 me populist lieutenant governor of Kansas in 1393,
15 ppril 11, 1905.
16 august 3, 1903,

17 ranuery 17, 1917.
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plans for curbing monopolies, but also at eny suggmes-

j;iﬁt,e'bby‘and every little girl born into this land under
-gnékg%afs and Stripes eECepf”avfavofedlfew,wﬁ;llkbe born intd
‘g;c nditinn of slevery, the Wors%7the‘wdrl&‘haswever knowm."
wTo which, " seys Mr. White, "the free born mekes answer,
*Rats,' in tones as loud as hisfextreme'fétigﬁe‘Will permit
hinm to useﬁwithouf"rupturing a_biood féSSel;ﬁ‘

But less than two weeks later, on February 26, a specif-
ic situation had arisen--a spécific abuse on the part of the
"sugar trust", which called fqrth a little antagonistic com-
rment.

'

The Gazette is not afraid of the trust bogie,
but when any corporation develops the greed of a
beast, it forfeits consideration of man. The trusts
thet oppose Puerto Rican free trade have no rights
that a wnite man is bound to respect. If the Repub-
lican mejority in Congress allies itself with the
trusts in this matter--God help the country for the
next four years.

And only two months after the death ofﬁPresident FbKin-
ley, after the beginning of the enti-trust agitation by his
1eader, Roosevelt, we find thet the conservative White has
made a complete about-face7

The men who control the big firancial concerns

18 webruary 26, 1900.
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2ll Street are just es blind and foollqh 28 the
1ist farmers of Xansas were in '90.

.They imegine thet money is bigger than govern-
ment, beyond control, and entirely an inde?endent
reation. The Renublican party will seek to’put;

> 80 called trusts under control; e bill mey be
ed for passage which as a law will compel the
trusts to recognize control just as national banks
0, to submit statements of earnings; to submit to
sional governmental exeminations. This law
would be. a failr law.19

From this time on The Emporia Gazette was among the most
:Q§i§erous in "viewing with alarm" the oppressiygyapd un-
gmrigén tactics of the big busingss pombineg, gndk;nAcalling
o;wtheir drastic regulation. ILoud indegd‘was‘thgkpraége of
he Gazettg on March 16, 1908, after federallJudggthnggw

Iountain Landis had fined the Standard OillTrust an unprec-

:dented sum and had ordered it to dissolve.
Tariffs

On the subject of tariffs we find a considerably slower
svolution; nevertheless, there is a‘distinct Q@ange from a -
d>osition favoring the high protective tariff to one demanding
2 lowering of those same duties.

In the McKinleykcampaign Mr. Whitevwas to be found in
Ehe forefront of those editors supporting the.Republican
position in favor of a higher tariff. In‘reggrd to the Wil-

Son tariff bill, passed during the Cleveland administration,

he said, "The injury to the business interests of the coun-

19 gotober 30, 1901.
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; ot be compu’ced."gO And~again he;discusses the effect
1ow Dermocratic tariff on the,farmérslof th¢ nation,'
that this tariff, which had‘puﬁ Aﬁerican Workmen out

yi jobs, was also hﬁrting farm pricgs, by allowing low-
Mexican cattle and other foreign farm p;pﬁucts to com-
rith those of our owﬁ‘tiilefs;ofyihe soilQQlw,

hen, following the eiectiaﬁvbf HcKiniey, a bill celling
~her immort duty rates was énacféa.gg V?o this bill,
ingley Bill, Mr. White attributed thaﬁ"oncoming weve of

sperity."25. Nor did it hurt the farmer. Said he, "The

d. He is selling his protected cattle at an advance over
lési year's price."24 Protection, said our editor, does not
increase pfices unless the buyeffgetsf"tonéy" aﬁd Wants to
get British goods. | o " |

Queerly enough, all these argumenﬁs'injfa§d;lof a high
tariff in America becane null and'void Wheanermany,.too,
sﬁught to raise her tariffs. Mr., White quotes the Lawrence,
Kensas, Journal to show why the high tariff he fevored--for

Americe--would not work--in Germeny.

20 ruly 2, 1396.

&l Juiy 17, 1896. | _

22 Toodrow Tilson, op. citl, p. 319,
25 August 21, 1397.

24 October 238, 1897.




vThere is no real menace or loss to Americen in-
dustries, save, temporarily, in the next to prohibi-
tive dutles levied by Germany ageinst our food prod-
ucts., . . . Germany has committed a grave economitc
blunder in yielding to the demand of her agricultur- 1
al population for high duties on American grein. f
Germany has struggled into a prominent’ place among ~
the manufacturing nations of the earth. But to keep
the price of labor ‘at the lowest notch has been hec-
essary in building up this trade. . . . And now she
has dellberately increased the cost of living. . . .
And she must’ increase the pay 'of these laborers or
they will starve. And this means that the cost of
her manufactures will be 1ncrease% until her power
of competltlon w1ll be destroyed 5

In 1904 the Gazette came out 1n favor of the follow1ng
propqseg terlff plank for~the~Repgb11can perpy,»euppgse@ to
heve been briginaﬁed‘byksenatbf Lodge of Massachusetts and
President Theodore pree&elt..

Protection . . . is a cardinel principle of +
. the Republican party . . . but we recognize that -
particular tariff schedules’ are neither sacred or ~
immutable. Rates of duty may be altered when
changed conditions demand their alteration, but -
no revision should be undertaken unless clear that
the benefits will more than compensate for the

disturbance. . . . Nor can such revision be in-
trustgg to any other than the party of protec-
tion. ' ;

Soon we begin to see Mr. White, although still favoring
protection for the American industries, objecting to protec-
tive tariffs that are too high.

The tariff needs revision. There is no ques-
tion that many of its provisions are outrageously
high, and that the great mass of people are paying
too much duty on certain things to protect indus-
tries, that do not need protection any longer.

25 October 1, 1901.

26 May 17, 1904.
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: But.that does not mean that there is g01ng to
be a lopping off of thosé tariffs without giving -
the country some benefit.' The Republicens will cut
down schedules, but they will get reductions and
tride advantages for every reductlon this country
makes:. ‘ .

'r, T

In 1908 we flnd th talking about a tarlff "equal to the
dlffe;;;ce in the cost of productlon here and abroed w23
But he still was: thoroughly opposed. to-the low-tariff poli-
cies of the Democratic party. -
The iniquitous Wilson-Gorman tariff of 1864~
. . paralyzed American industry, forced the ¢los-
ing of hundreds of mills and factories, drove’tens
of thousands of wage- -earners. into idleness Snd
brought want and mlsery to thelr famllles
In the Taft- Bryan campalgn in 1908 Mr. White favored
Taft and a "tar1ff"rev131on"  fearing a bu31ness depression
if Bryan favorlng "tarlff for revenue" were elected. 30 .
Such an attltude per81sted for 9 g;od m;n& yearé;“wohd
May 13 1924 We flnd Nr Whlte stlll saylng he 1s "sound"
on the Renubllcan tarlff atgltude. - A - ' S
But after the passage of the unusually hl?h éwiey—Shoot
tariff blll, end after the beglnnlnp of the fourth decade of
the centufy, we find a rather sharp change in attitude. On
January 22, 1932, hé,speaks of the faét thatbAmeripan menu-

facturers were being driven by high tariffs to establish

27 pecember 9, 1954f
28 June 10, 1908.
29 October 13, 1908.
30 getober 15, 1908.
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’Ulants in Canada, saying:

What now becormes of the beautiful theory that
the American tariff gave a high standard of living
to the American workman, lifting him off the world
level? 1If the statesmen who jammed the tariff down
our throats would consult the Americen workingmen,
we wonder if he would prefer to be on the world
level and have & job, or remain on the American
level 1n the breadllne?

i \‘ & L ) P, B g * -y'v '5‘~,~ g "’ .
NI b 1 v d BEeATY 5 b B ay ;

And aaaln, when Amerlcan farmers were deﬂendlng some sort

of export sub51dy, the 1l‘mpo:rn.an adv1sed them as follows

Would not the farmer be wiser to turn hls ef-
- forts toward kicking the snouts of the menufactur-
ers away from the public trough--reducing tariffs
and government subsidy of prices so that the fermer
may buy his necessities at the seme %ow world level
on which he rust sell his products? 3

Injuncfidns in Strikes

A o v

vAmong the planks of the Populist party*was one oppoaing
the use of court 1nJunhtlons 1n strlkes.» In addltion to his
general 05p031t10n to the Papullst movement Mr Whlte sew
fit, on September 7, 1897, to prlnt an edltorlal directed
specifically at this antiélnqunctlon stand.

But on this subgect to0, came & chﬂnge, and on Augcust
29, 1912, appeared another edltorlal spe01flcally pralsinﬂ
the pletform 5f the Renublicen party in Kensas becezuse of

its labor planks. These called for the exemptlon of union&

from the anti-trust laws, an eipht hour dey for women, work-

31 Jenuery 22, 1932.
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pen's compensation, etc., and-more~especielly,fcalled for,the
sorohibition of "injunctions Wi%hout a heéring end punishment
for conteript of court not in the courtroom." ‘

In the summer of 1922 Mr.!Wﬁite showed thet he wes will-
ing to fight for what he-believed‘to;be his cpnstituﬁiapal
rights, in the face of an injunctidn issued_py_theyxansas
Industrial Court. In his own~irrep:essible way, the Emporia
editor defied the court to enforce an injunction which he be-
lieved to be illegal. Let him tell the story in his omn
words: |

W& ARE FOR THE STRIKING RAILROAD MEN 100 PER CEXNT.
WE ARE FOR A LIVING WAGE AND FAIR WORKING CQﬂDITIONSﬁ

These words on & card in a number of ¥mporis show
windows express a mild opinion of friendly sympethy
with the strikers. The cards have been ordered out by
the Kensas Industrial Court. The order is en infemous
infraction on the right of free press and free speech.
Certainly it has not come to such a pass in this coun-
try that a man may not sey what he thinks about en in-
dustrial controversy without disobeying the law.

One of these cards went up in the Geazette windov
todey. Instead of 100 per cent, we heve started it &t
49 per cent. If the strike lasts until tomorrow we
shell change the per cent to 50, and move it up & 1lit-
tle every dey. As a matter of fact, the Gazette does
not believe thet sny one--not even the CGezette--is 100
per cent right. But somewhere 49 and 100 per cent the
rien are richt. And if the Industrial Court desires to
meke z test case, here it is. This is not a question
of whether the men sre right or wrong, but a2 question
of the right of an American citizen to say wheat he
pDleeses about this strike. And if 49 per cent sympe-
thy is permisseble, in the next fifty deys we shall &all
see where violation of the law begins. The Industriel
Court which we hsve upheld from its conception, and
still uphold, will have the nicest l1ittle chance to see
just where it is lawful for & men to express his sym-
pathy with his friends end neighbors, even if in his
heart he helievés they have made & misteke in the time
of their strike.
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Kither we have free speech and a free press
in this country, or we heve not. Now is the time
to find out.33 -

Direct Primaries

With typical conservative reluctance to make any change

in existing conditions, the editor of the Gazette in 1897
was opposed to plans.-for introducing the direct primar& to
‘take the place of the convention system of making party
nominations. On-October 27, 1897, we find an editorial op-
posing this change, on the grounds that no law could do away
with ignorance and apathy on the part of the voters; The
only way to get better party nominees, said this editorial,
was to educate the voters.

But time changes all things, and shortiy after the turn
of the century the Gazette éﬁrolled itself on the side of the
diréct primaries. On July 14, 1904, appeeared an editorial
calling for a strengthening of the existing primary law in
order to do away with fraud and corruption (& reversel from
the attitude that laws could do nothing), and on January 29,
1903, eappeared another editorial praising the direct primery

es a telling blow at machine politics.
Chenges in the Gazette

As the owner of the Gezette acquired an increasing inter-

35 July 19, 1922.
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est in the sociel welfere (or, as some cynics might say, as
he acquired increased financiel independence), we find appro-
priate changes in the advertising end editoriel policies of
the paper. Teke patent medicine advertisements. In the early
days the advertising columms of the Gazette were filled with
ads of various remedies and nostrums. "Today take Foley's

Honey and Tar. It Positively Prevents Pneuronia. . . ."

"Pelentless Rheumatisn Conquéred--Dr. Holt's Rheumatic Remedy."

"Asthma, bronchitis, ls gripé (sic) and ell throat, chest end
lung diseases are surely cured by it." '

“And in 1908 the Gazette was still defending the practice

of publishing patent medicine advertisements.

The ultrae virtuous paper thet prides itself
upon the absence of medicine edvertisements from
its columns is about as logicel as the clothing
merchant who would breg that he kept no pants in
stock. . . . [A patent medicine advertisement]
is as legitimate as the announcement of the deal-
er who sells hominy, hams or horses.

But eventually such azds were dropped from the peper. In
1612 Mr, White saw fit to congratulate Collier's magazine,
which was conducting & militent crusade zgainst the menufac-

turers of fake medicines.
" Collier's has renewed 1ts campaign against
the fake patent medicine makers and such a holy
war should be generally endorsed. The meanest

swindler in the world is the_one who trazdes on

the misfortunes of invalids.

34 yarcn 13, 1908.

35 mebruary 17, 1912.

~
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Collier's is doing a genuine public service
in exposing the worthlesg nostrums with which sick
people are goldbricked.3 - ‘
And by 1924 the Gazette was able to take = pleaséntly

superior air toward other pepers in the state which were

running advertisements for the patent medicines.

A lot of Kansas papers, whose editors know
better are beginning to take petent medicine adver-
tising which was thrown out years ago by the re-
volt of public sentiment. The advertising that
they are taking is just as dirty as it was when
the public sentiment rebelled. ZEvidently the ed-
itors think the people have gone to sleep.

And not only in regard to patent nostrums, but elso on
2. nuaber of other subjects of like neture the editor of the
fezette changed his mind considerably during the yeers. Let
him tell his owvm story.

As we live longer in the newspaper business
we see more and more things which shouldn't be in
the paper. To put out the kind of paper we printed
ten years ago would turn us yellow with mortifice-
tion; and the Gazette of 20 years ago would stink
to khigh heaven. Divorce news, other than the bare
stetement of the findings of the court, went out
early in the pgame; resolutions of respect followed.
Patent medicines stepped on the heels of resclu-
tions of respect, and advertising of trevelling
doctors and peinless dentists burped into the pat-
ent medicines. The names of first offenders in
»olice conurt, unless under unusual circumstances,
droprned out after the quackx doctors, =snd adver-
tising of unlisted mining and promotion stock fol-
lowed the first offenders. XYow we are going to
refuse after today to take any more advertising
of the fellow who gives public notice of his re-

36 ey 10, 1912.

37 February 18, 1924.




fusel to pey his wife's bills.d3

In sddition to the issues discussed thus fer in this chep-
ter, Mr. White aléo ceme to fevor numerous other lews end pro-
posed laws which &re generally considered to be "liberel" or
"progressive", and which previously, either by implicetion or
specifically, he had opposedff Thése aré too numerous to be
discussed in detail here. To mention only a few, they include
popular election of Tmited States senators, 0ld-zge pensiong,
widows! pensions, high inhetitence taxes, franchise taxes,
federal income taxes, state income taxes, health sefeguerds
for lcboring men, hiring of lawyers in court triesls by the
governmeht (nfree justice"); cancellation of the war debt (es

early as 1920), the World Court, end the League of Yetions. .

38 yenuery 2, 1917.




CEAPTZR IV
PARTY AWD CANDIDATR

The purpose of this chepter is to zscertein vhether rr.
Wnite has consistently supported the party and the men most
likely to bring about the form of government he favored. 1In
other words, has he put principle above party, or hes party
regularity taken first place in his mind?®

As a matter of fact, Mr. White is on record as opposing
e blind fealty to party, regardless of candidates and nlet-
form. 1In 1220, after the death of Theodore Roosevelt, he
remarked on the fact that candidates for the Republican
presidential nomination were displaying letters from T. R.,
saying:

And why not? They are not pulling these Roose-
velt endorsements because he was a regular party
man, but because he was a2 regular American! And is-
n't patriotism bigger than partisanship? A man who
tries to meke his party record more consistent than
his patriotic record, could never write a letter
that would get a men votes after his death.l

And, for thet matter, Mr. White in 1912 did bolt Taft in
favor of the Progressive candidate, Theodore Roosevelt. But
in the period between 1396 and 1932, during vhich there were
ten presidentisl elections, this was the only instance in

which ¥r, White did bolt the Republicen nominee. All this is

in spite of the fact that this list of nominees included

1 1rerch 12, 1920.
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~ Harding and Coolidge, men with whose principles, as we sheall

see, our editor weas distinctly not in sympathy.

And even more definite is his record of pérty regulerity
in regard to county nominees. Here is the record.

July 5, 1904--Party loyalty is very properly not
what it used to be . . . but . . . if the Republi-
can ticket now before the people were not the best
ticket that has been put out for years, the Gazette
would not teel free to talk so freely about bolt-
ing. . ... 1t is stronger and better than the Dem-
ocratic ticket in every way.

September 28, 1908--It has been many years since
the Gazette has felt bound to ask its readers to
support the Republican ticket from top to bottom
and all around the edges. 3But this year . . . the
Republican ticket is without flaw or blemish.

November 2, 1912--The voters of Lyon County never
had better reasons for voting a straight Republican
county ticket than they have this fall. . . . At

no plece . . . is there a logical excuse for scratch-
ing this gilt-edged Republican ticket.

September 6, 1916--The Republican county ticket is

& strong ticket. It should have the support of
every voter in the county who places good government
above party success.

September 13, 1920--What a great ticket it is--the
Republican ticket from top to bottom. TForgetting
for a moment about the Presidential end--for the
Gazette's support is conspicuous there--consider the
state, district and county features of the Republi-
can ticket. Did you ever see a stronger state tick-
et in Kansas? . . .

With such a ticket as confronts the Republicans
of Xansas there is no excuse for any Republican
bolting his ticket. The Gazette has never been in
favor of "straight"voting. 3But this year it is a-
bout the only thing a Republican can do.

September 19, 1924--As county tickets go the Repub-
lican ticket is better than the Democretic county
ticket . . . with two exceptions.

November 8, 1928--A strezight Republicen ticket with
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no omissions or mental reservetions is the best pos-
Sible course for Kansas voters in next Wuesday s
election. :

August 22, 1932--Lyon county Republicans never nom-
inated a better ticket than they are supporting to-
day. ¥rom top to bottom it is a good ticket. Kor
sorie reason lady luck has been good to the Republi-
. cans this year in that she has so arranged it that
every Republican candidate is a little better qual-
itied for the job than his Democratic opponent.

September 29, 1954--The Republicans never have put
up a stronger ticket in Lyon county than is before
the people for election today.

Harding and Coolidge

From this it would éppear‘that‘Mr. White has been pretty
consistently a party regular. Let us now conéidér two out-
standing instances in which principle and party regulerity
definitely clashed-~-the instances of Harding and Coolidge.

On Yarch 24, 1920, when Senator Harding was but one of
many candidates for the Republicen homination, Mr, White
wrote as follows:

Harding .. . . is a product of our institutions;
he hasn't had an idea in 30 years. He is against
every advance nmade in this country in a dozen years.
Ye has a record against every constitutional change
we hezve made in the past decade. He has opposed
every forwerd step thet America hes mede either in
war or peace. ‘is public decleration is stupid
where it is not crooked, sometimes both. . . .

He would out-Taft Taft in reaction, and out-
Wilson Wilson in stubbornness, and split the Repub-
lican party on the old crack.<

‘This was Herding as the Trnporia editor sew him before he

2 March 24, 1920.
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became the Republican presidential nominee. But once he be-

ceme the party's choice, what a different picture of him we

see painted in The Trporis Gazette! To be sure, the support
he gets is a grudging one; nevertheless, he is supported.
Mr. "Thite says that while the Republican pafty could perhaps
have chosen a candidate more to his own liking, still:

He 1s a clean, honest man. His Republicenism
is unchallenged. He was by far the strongest men
who could have been named by that convention. He
can poll more votes than either Lowden or Vood.

He has no burden of radicalism or militarism to
carry. Fe will conform to Republican opinion when
‘elected. And every man or worman who calls himself

2 Republican should vote for Harding. He will be .
supported by the Zmporia Gazette this fall, zlong
with the rest of the Republican ticket. Harding

and fCoolidge look good to me. . . O

Interesting indeed is the following quotation, in which
¥r. White, admitting Harding to be a hidebound conservetive,
nevertheless supports him with the pious hope that after his
election he may become a libersal.

There can be no doubt that the Republican lib-
erals are going to support Harding. . . . Yet Far-
ding by no chance nmcy be called & libersl Republi-
cen. 3But times chenge end men chenge. ¥r. Farding
at present may be a rather different men from the
men who rade the record which Senazor Harding made
and Governor Yarding foreshadowed.=

Still more interesting is the latter part of this seme

editorial, in which the Mmporian, admitting Herding to be the

type who would depend on others for advice es to what to do,

3 June 14, 1920.

4 rTune 17, 1920.
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expressed the wish that meybe he would teke edvice from the

1 ipersl members of his ncrtv
And here is enother reason for his fevoring tne nOﬁineé?
[Hardlné] . . wes cleerly the choice of the
“eonvention and no mey who cells himself a Republi-
cen has any right to bolt the nomination of Harding
merely beceuse he belleves differéntly from Harding. 5
This is rather a Sharp ‘contrest with ‘the ?ttitude ¥r. -
White took iﬁ'1912,:whén7he "bolted the Republicen ticket end
géVe'his’suﬁport»to mheodore Roosevelt. At thet time the
foct that Williem Howard Taft was the Republicen nominee did
not appear to Stand‘in the way. of Mr. Wwhite's opposing him.
_And later in the campmlbn we find thet the Gezette is
supporting Ha:dlng, consplcuous for hls conneotlon with the
"Ohio wang“ ih Renublican'volitlcs, fprwthe emazing reason
that COK, his opponent, belonged to the party of Termeny!
Then, when the campslgntwas over, and Herding hed been’
elected largely on the strength of his promises to restore
ﬁnormalcy“, pr. white seys, rather naively, "Here's hoping
he will face forward--and forget the old 'normelcy'".
Such was the cempalgn of 1920. Now for thet of 1924.
In that yeer there were th*ee me.jor cendidetes for office--in
sddition to the regular party nominees, Robert M. Lefollette
was running for president on the Progressive tickeﬁ.
This third party was not, indeed, & neglipeble tector

1n the race, receiving as it did some 16.5 per cent of the

5 june 24, 1920.
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popular vote in the fall election.® |

Now LaFollette was a man about whose views Mr. White had
completely reversed his attitude since his early days on the

Gazette. In the old conservative days he had held him in con-

temﬁt, at one time quoting the Washington Post, which referred
to LaFollette and other progressives as wild nen and freaks.
But as his own views came to be more and more like those of

the wisconsin senator, Mr. white's attitude toward him sof-

tened.

« o« o His record vote is a guide in the Senate
to the brave, statesmanlike course in every crisis.
+ « . For not once has he ever lined up with spe-~
cial privilege. Always has he been fighting for
more equitable economic conditions for the people;
always has he stood for broader and more democreat-
ic control of this government. The aristocracy of s
organized aggrandized wealth and crafty political .
plutocracy knows Senator Lafollette for its uncom- !
promising foe.7

Toward President Coolidge, on the othef hand, mMr, white's
attitude was not nearly so sympathetic, as can be seen from
the tollowing quotation referring to the Teapot Lome scandal,’

The thing goes deeper than Fall's bad taste
in accepting loans which may be called bribes.
The thing goes back to the reactionary policy of
the men who dominate the Republican party.

The conservative, whether he is Democrat or
Republican, believes that for the government to
own and drill for oil for the navy is socislism.

. « So Fall and Denby and Daugherty were not
shocked when the law was violated by the Teapot
Dome lease. The lease was a policy that wes a
part of the Harding policy. It also is a part of

6 Arthur M. Schlesinger, op. cit., p. 564.

7 yuly 19, 1916.
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‘the Coolidge policy. . . . ;
Until this country sets earound to a progress-
ive administration . . . the country will heve just
such scandals.® |
Here we have Mr. White definifely on record &s seying
that such _things as the Teapot Dome affair vrould continue
until the country got around to a progressive administrztion.
Yot in 1924, with Coolidge, Devis, and LaFollette as candi-
detes, the ZEmporian swung his support to foolidge.
Coolidge has more ‘luck then the other two com-
bined. Nothing can defeat him. The west is conming
to him as the man who made the wheat and corn crop.
The east is coming to him as the men who tamed the
west by bringing in the big corn crop, and he mey
get some states in the solid south because they re-
elize there 1s no use bucking a sure thing.
. . . He says little and thinks little. . . .
In & safe day he is the apothesis of safety first.
Why tempt fate by opposing him2¥
And again, as in the preceding cempaign, we find the air
filled with fentastic explanations as to why the Republicen
candidate shouid recelive the voters' support. ‘C‘oolidgemust
receive 2 nmejority in the electorel college, seys Fr. White,
beczuse otlierwise. the election of the president will be throwm
into the house of representatives, vhere LaFollette has enough
strength to cause a desdlock. Then it will be up to “the sen-
cte to elect a vice-nresident who will serve as president.

LzFollette will throw his strength to Cherles Rryen of Mebres-

ka, the Democratic vice-presidentiel nominee. Therefore

9 Pebruary 1, 1924.

9 July 30, 1924.
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Unless the voters of the. country rive enough
votes in the electoral college to elect Celvin
Toolidge, America 1s up ageinst a complete revo-
lution in her politicel, economic end sociel or-
senizetion; not a bloody revolution, of course,
but one that will overturn the existing order end

~lead us into channels for which our pesnle are
not prepared. . . .

% The country is mot ready mow to stend the
shock that would come if .en untried znd inexperi-
enced leader should take the helm, try to reverse
the ship, and steer through the stormy weters =-
head .10

Hoover

In the election of 1823, thé'race we.s between Ferbert
Zoover and Alfred W. Smith. dur editor had ékgreat deel of
respect for sovernor Smifh‘s economic and soclal views, even
zoing so far as to compare him with his poiitical hero, Theo-
dore Roosevelt. He said: ‘"[Smith] is e sort of Roosevel-
tian Democrat, who favors social and industrial justice even
as Roosevelt did, and who goes 'in for a lot of things for
which Roosevelt was denounced as 2 socialist.® 3But he did
not like Smith's ﬁwet""stand on the prohibition cuestion,
end so supported Hoover. -

After fdur years of the ¥oover administretion neerly ell
the zrosressive Republicen senstors, whose nolicies ¥r,

Taite had supported vigorously 211 2lone, bolted to the Demn-
cratic nominee, Yranklin D. Roosevelt. 3But agein the sage

of Wmporisz decided to support the nominee of his owvm party,

10 August 19, 1924,
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Thus we see that with only one notable ekoeptlon Mr.

White's views on social questions were not suffidiéntly strong

to make him cross party lines. indeed, on June 18, 1928,
he boasted, "During the third of a century the Republican
ticket has stood at the top of the editorial column ot the
Gaaette every presidential election except 1é12--tne Bull

Moose year."

Mr., White has his own explanation of this fidelity to
party. Let him speak for himself, in the following quotation:

We once went out of the Republicen party, bang-
ing the door, and took a look at it from the outside.
The longer we looked the bigger it got, so we went
in again, and again banged the door, and we have de-
cided that we can do more good for the particular
kind of deviltry that is in our heart inside the
party than without.ll

And inside his party, it muét be admitted, he has done

a great deal to bring about the nomination of progressives for

state anda even national offices. But here, too, there are
exceptions--times at which he has supported conservatives for
the party nomination. An outstanding example was in 1928,
when he favored Senator Charles Curtis, an outstanding xansas
conservative, for the Republicen presidential nomination.
Here is a statement he made at the time.
Isn't there something in politics more than

the hard realities? Isn't sentiment worth whi}e,

gratitude worth while, decent neighborly associa-

tion worth while? All these things are in the

Curtis candidacy in Kansas, end they are a credit
to human nature. The Gazette is proud to be lined

11 pugust 18, 1922.

| s .
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up under them, althoush it hes never SuDPdrted cur-
tis in the day when the fight wes s%-ged petween the
Progressives and the conservatives.

thet in these Letter yeers perty

It will be seel, then,

N interest of the a2t

mmporie editor,

regularity was & primalr

precedence over his 1 views.

times even taking 1iperel politice

12 yarch 7, 1928.




. CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

On. the basis of the facts compiled in the preceding chep-

ters, we may arrive, at least tentatively, &t the following

conclusions.

(1) That Mr. White's theories of govermment definitely
shifted from conservative to progressive, with changes in
attitude as follows:

(2) From the belief in the near perfection of

the existing social and econonic order'to a2 demend

»for thoroughgoing reforms.

(b) From the belief theat the government should

adopt & laissez-faire attitude in regerd to invested

capitel to a demand for rigid regulation of the same.

(c) Prom an opposition to government action

leading to redistribution of wealth to & support of

such action.
(d) From an opposition to "government paternsl-

ism to a belief that it is the duty of the govern-

ment "to take the best possible care of its subjects.™

(R) That this shift of opinion took nlace largely during
the administration of President Theodore Roosevelt, vho mey
heve been & major influence in causing Mr. Thite to chenge
his mind.

(3) ™et the type of government Mr. White ceme to fevor

in later years was neither Sociealism, Cormunism, nor Fescism,
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but rather.a middle-class government preserving the ceritel-
istic system.

(4) That on certazin issues of sociel signifidence r=.
White took the attitude consistent with his theories. The
tariff iséue appears to be the only exception to this gener-
al conclusion.l

- (5) That in the latter years Mr. White's fidelity to per-
ty fréquently took preéedence over his fidelity to his theo-
ries; and that because of party membership or personzl friend-
ship he frequently supported men for office who did not favor

his plans or who even opposed them outright.

1l see pp.'§9;43.
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