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CHAPTER I

INTRODUGTION
PURPOSE OF STUDY |
The'main purposewof this stndy is to set up a picture of

the eduaational status of tha Negro in Kansaa at the nreaent
tnne.” mhe writer 1ntends to show the positian which the Negro
helds in tha e&ueatienal syatan of Kansas and how thil eluca-
tion has affeated his sooial eennamic in&ustrial and
political llfe.w There is nn intention to attempt to settle
the raoe questian.nor is the writer attempting to make any
predictions as to the probable trend of events in the future.
He is merely trying to present the fachts as they exist so
that people of both the celored race and ' the white race in
Kansas, may see the situstion as i1t now exists and be better
prepared to meet it.- |

A8 @ more or less secondary purpose of this study, it is
hoped that the two groups may beétter realize their relation-~
ships with each other and the imnortant place which eduecation
hes in.making these relations be of the best type.‘ The color—
ed peaple and th :white peOple are living together in the

same c@mnunities and must oontlnue to de 8o, which.makes &
univerlal education an& understanding all the more neceasary.
It is hoped that this study will be usuable in that it
hrings together in one Bhort volume, a large mmount of infor-
mation and dat& whioh bas been soattered out in various books,
artialea, and Burveys.
Ags far as the writer has been able to determine there

have heen mno previous gttempts in Kansas to collect and
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analyae data‘on the Negro briefly. Various statements have been
made in widely scéttered articles and texts about the Negro in
Kansas but no colleetions_of these facts hate been attempted.
Studies of this type have heen made in some other states but
they have been confined to the states of the South where the
situation 15 entxrely different. Kansas is a border state in
Negr@ papulation end this fact must be kept in mind while ana-
lyzing the Negro situation.

METHOD OF PROCEDUBE
L In eampiling and meking this study, the writer has used
the historiaal method of approaoh which reports what ig found
to be the facts and leaves to the reamder to decide whather the
facts are good or bad, high or 1ow, superior or inferior, All
availahle sources of informatiol on the Negro in Kansas since

1860 have been studied in eollectlng material for this study.

SOURGES OF DATA |
The data for this study have been collected meinly from
the folléwing‘nmnédhseurees:
(1) Yearly reports of the State Départnent ot Education,
(2) Reports of the United States Census Buresu.
(3) Reports ot the state 1nstitutiona of Kansas, such as
the state colleges, state institutions for oriminals,
| and state hospitals for defectives.
(4) General text books which deal with all phases of Negro
1ife,



(6) Articles on Negro life and education in current
| Pariﬁﬁioalsg b

. .(6) Direct observation and contact with Negroes in ‘sehool

wand daily life.
‘The tebles whioch are used, have been agsembled from a
large number of sources and put into & compact form so they

may heam@rumeasihy;foumdvand understood.

B LﬂMITATIONS OF EHE BTUDX '
| mhere ars sevaral faotsrs which tend to limit this typa
of study 1n Kansas and to affeet its reliability to some 6x~
tent, First amsngthsse 1s ths faat that many of the instit-w

étionsﬁin Kansas fail to keep separate rscords af the Negroaa‘
whioh are oonneeted with them. Another is the fsct thst where
eoords are kept they fail to distinguish hetween Negrses,
Mulattoes, Mexicans and other srsups of people. They taka’w
all af these classes into one group and this 1nyalidates these
reoords fsr the purpose of studying the Negrs. Also,ypany
reports and records are partially unreliable because she person
or persons responsihle fsr makin; tham out admit prejudics in
stating faots ss they exist.

ORGANIZATION OF QHAPTERS
The ohapters of this study have been organized in a
ohronological order with attention fooused on the present.
Chapter II deals with the growth of Negro population in
Khnsasufrmn 1860 down to the pressnt. This serves as a bhaock-

ground or basis upon whioch many of the facte and conclusions



are sat tp for observgtion.ww

Chapter III takes up the edueation of the Negro, his legal
inoreased enrollment and attendance, segregation in sehools,
énd the influence education hag had in deoreasing Negro illit-
@raay.mwA»¢wﬁ;uwxwme |
v o Chapter: IVegume- up the sooial status of the Negro in re-
lation t@“edﬁ@atiﬁnmi This chapter includes a discussion of
race1prejudﬁéégﬁmég@w_hmalth,ramrna;freligion; and the influence
education has had'om each of these, -

pter ¥ideals whth the Negro's economie, industrial,
5ﬁnﬁ”sﬁbiéﬁ%s$atus.fi@hewchapterwatﬁémpﬁé~tpush@w“hww'the,ﬂegro
stands finaneially in ocomparison with the rest of soeciety and
Just what his livipg conditions and ecenomie situation is to-
days - It brings out the industries and ocoupations in which
the Negro is engaged and indicates the ones thatAare open . to
him, It att&m@ts&tq'shaw»W%ereweau@ationah@ﬁ vut the Negro as
fer a8 industries and ocoupations are concermed, It swas up
thempolitic&i?status(afwthesuegmm«withiemphasis*uPQManiazlegal
right to vete, hold effice, and take: part im the govermment of
bis state and nation.

Chapter VI suns np the facts which have heen presented

in the other chapters and drews some general asoncluslona,



GHAPTER II

NEGRO ROPULATION
"Historians dissagree ag to when the firat Kegroes were
brought to the continent of America, Some writers say that
Columnbus had Negroes with hﬁm when he discovered America.
Other writers maintaln that the first Negroes were brought
to. Amariqa by later Spanish axpl@rers. 1t is quite commonly

agreed that the first Negro ‘slaves were brought to the North
Ameri@an continent by some Butch traders in 1619, Beginning
with this small’ group of twenty colored men, an industry grew

up*Wh;oh changed .the whole social make-up of the United 3tates,

Mé b‘élaves wore imported to the colonies and added to the
natural inerease of those already here. In & comparatively
short time, the Negroes were found in all the states of the
un&oni %

As the white ‘population moved from the -East and South
sectimns of the Unitea States to the North and West seotions,
8 small nnmher of the celerad p@pulation moved along with
them° For several yeara there was very little in&ueement for
the Negroes to movae out of their h@nas in the South but as the
slavery question grew more intense, the Negro nopulation began
to spread out.

7 The first free Negro was brought to the territory of
Kengas in 1856, Three brothers, William, Edmund, and Gegrge
Ross brought the Negro to Lewrence and settled there. There
is no exact record of the mnegro pepuwlation in Kansas befors
the govermment census of 1860, The ocensus of 1860 listed 687



Negroes in Kansas out of & total population of 102,204 people.
The Negroes were classified as two of them being slaves and
625 being free, A cdmplate'reoord of Negro population in Kan-
éés, is giﬁen in Table I,

| - TABLE I
. GROWIH OF NEGRO POPULATION IN EANSAS*

gga& | ﬁé%éi‘ﬂumhar of mgﬁgﬁés‘ ggideﬁt 6f motgi‘feéﬁlation
1860 | 627 (2 slaves .58
L | (62b free v
1870 17,108 | 47
1860 | 48,107 | 443
1890 | 49,710 " BB
1900 | 52,003 35
1910 54,080 B2
1920 57,926 B3
1930 66,344 | 3.5 |
~—TRead %table thus: Im 1860, ¥Rere wozo B8V Negroes 1n

Kanges, This was .58 of one perceant of the total pepulation
of the state, Read in like manner for the ether ten yearx
perieds, : ‘

Beginming with the small group of 627 Negroes in Kansas
in 1860, there has been a steady inorease in eolored population
up to the present time., The increase may be traced by reading
Table I, The colored pepulation makes up between ten and
fiftgeh percent of the total population of the Unlted States,

and it makes up three and one-half parcent of the totsal
e n
United States Qensus Reporta, 1860 to 1930, inclusive.




peﬁulatien,of Rangas,

In 1879, there was a general movement of the Negroes from
the plantations of the South to the new states‘west of the
%iqg}aaippi. This movement ‘was probagbly caused by orop failt
ure. and low prices in the South. Benjamin “Pap" Singleton,
who located in@Morria County, Kansas, was called the "Father
of tha Exodus" hecause he helped induee the Negroes 0 move
to. "Smmmy Kanaas"

The KANSAS MONTHLY for April, 1879, :z:efers t0 the move~
ment aa & stmmpade 0f the colored people of the SOuthern Statea
northward and esPeoially to the state of Kensas. The move-
mant continued Iinto 1880, a few canme in 1881 and 1886, but 1t
yﬁe#ei again reached the high tide of 1879, Many donations of
money and eguipment were made by the white people to aid the
ﬁeg;oqs in getting ata#ted to Kansas. Ahout.one-third of the
Negroes had teams and ﬁaggps for work on the farm while the |
other two-thirds located in towns and‘urban districts.

mhese hew settlers spread out over the state rathei wide-
ly but the larger number of tham settled in the esstera half
of Kansss where they and their deaoendants are 8till concent-
rgted today. Only one important settlmnent was made by them in
the western part of Kansas. It is the 1ittle town of Nioodemus
in Grahsm County whioh now has & population of three-hundred
people, |

OQutside of a few mcattered settlements, there are very few

Negroes in the Western half of Kansas today. The United states
Census Report of 1980, listed six oounties, Cheyenng,



Rawline; Sherman, Stanton, Haskell, and Oemanche, as having no
Negro inhabitants. In eontrast with these counties, Wyandotte
County had & Negro population of 21,584,,making up fifteen per-
gent of its tetal poPulatioﬁ. Also, there ﬁere\eight other
eounties whieh had a Negro population of from five to tenm perw~
eent of their totel population. For a more graphio picture of
the distribution of the Negroes in Kanses at the present time,
the reader may refer to the map page 10 which shewa the exsot
distribution for each county according to the federal census
019304 - o

“‘ABQQIdiaz;ﬁ@mbhemeanaua‘rapert of 1930, there were only
three oities in Kansas with'a Hegro population of over 2,@@@
personss The three eities were Kansas City with & total pop-
wlation of 121,857 of whioh 19,120 were colored. Topeka had
a total population of 64 130 of whioh 5,766 were colored, and
Wichita had a total pepulatien of 111 110 of which 5 625 were
eolored. The reader can see from these facts that the Negro
pepﬁlationﬁislquite widely soattered in the smaller towns and
in the rural districte.

K Rpfer@img ég&ig,ta fhe census report of 1930, one finds
the Negro populatien divided into two olasses as rursl and
urbsn Negroes., There were 51,281 Negroes classed as urban
'and 15,063 olsssed as rurel., $his gives a definite slant to
the problem of education hecause 7.7 percent of the colored
population 1ive in the oities and urban districts while only
8.% peroent 1ive in the rural distriots, Of those living in
fhe’?ﬁral distriats, 10,671 were olassed as non-farming while

4,398 were classed as farmers,



Tracing the division of the Negro population, one can go
back to the year 1890 when the federal census first olassified
the Negro population in Kansas. According to the report of
1890, there were 28,170 urban Negroes and 21,540 rural Negroes
in Kansas. From & distribution of 5.7 percent in the urban disw
tricts ﬁnd 4Q5 percent in the rursl districts in 1890, the rural
Negro population has rapldly decreased while the urban population
bas rapidly incremsed., This mekes the setting of the Negro
population today, & decidedly urban one, The reader must keep
this faet in mind while getting a picture of the educational
status of the Neggo in‘Kansas. For a statistical summary of
the division of Negre population in Kansas according to urban

and rural olasses, refer to Table II, below.

TARLE II |
URBAN AND RURAL NEGRO POPULATION IN KANSAS*

Tear 'ggggg ‘Bural | Percent Urban | Percent Rural

1890 | 28,170 | 21,640 | 5.7 | 443

1900 | 31,763 | 20,240 600 4.0

1910 | 26,196 | 17,884 | 6o Be3

1920 | 42,097 | 16,829 743 2417
1930 | 51,881 | 15,063 e 243

Read table thus; In 1890, there wexe 28,170 wrban
Negroes in Kaneas, whioh made up bH.7 pexcent of the total
Negro populatione In the same year, there were 21,5640
rural Negroes in Kansss, which made up 4.3 percent of the
total Negro pepulations Read in like manmer for other
ten year periodsa.

v ‘
United States Census Reports, 1890 to 1930, inoclusive.
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CHAPTER III
NREGRO EDUCATION

LEGAL STATUS |

Very frequently in the everyday 1life of the people of
Kangas and espesially with those who are connected with the
schools, the question arisea as to what is the legal rights
of the colored ohildren in the schools. Does the WNegro have
fhe right to enter any of the schools or can some one decide
what sechools he may enter? What is the law aoneerning the
segregatian of white ohildren and colored children for eduw
eatienal pw«poses?

The writer will attempt to elear up these questions by
guoting from the lawa of Xansas and also from the Supreme
court decisions which have been handed down concerning the
ﬂegro.

1
foersons entitled to attend district schools.

The district school established under the provisions
of this act shall at all times be equally free and
accessable to all the children residents therein over
8ix and under twenty-one years, subjeet to such regula-
tions as the distriet bosrd in each distriot may prescribe.

The members of any district board willfully violating
any of the provisions of this article or refusing the
edmiseion of any children into the cemmon schools, shall
forfeit to the county the sum of one~hundred dollars for
gvar§€nonth 80 offending during which sueh schools are

QUEATe o o o o
d providing further, that the provisions of thie act
shell not apply to cities of the first or second olaas,

1 | ‘
Raviged Statutes of Kansas, 1983, Seo. 72, p., 1107-08,
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2
PuV~1e ao;@als in oities of the second glass,

In aaeh eity geverned by this aet there ghall be
estahlilhed a - system of free ocowmon schools which shall
“be kept open mot less than three nor more then ten
months in any one year, and shall be free to all children
‘residing in such oity between the ages of five and twenty-
*ene years. But ¢ oo

5 SRRV S TR s |
“@ammﬁy high“sehools shall be frae to all persons .of
school age‘;n‘their respeetive oeunties.

G At o
ggblie schaols in citias of the first class,

The boaxd ef edncation shall have power to elect their
own officers, make all necessary rules for the governing
of the aeh@ala of such c¢ity under its charge and contrel,
“and of the buildings, subject to the previsions of this

- 8ot and the laws of this state; to organize and maintain

“gsechoolls for the education of white and colored children,
ineluding the high scheol of Kansas (City, Kansas; no

diserimination on account of color shall be made in high
schools, except as provided heraein; to exercise the sole -
“oontrol over the public schools and such schoel property
of suoh oity, o o o o

Supreme c@urt ulings on eolored school attendance.

The statut@ry act (Regular Seaslon 72-1728) providlng
for separate schools for white and colored childrem in
cities of the first elass is not invalid. In e¢ities of
the second olass nelther the superintendent nor board of
education has autherity to separate pupils of the Negro
race from those of the white race on asccount of race or
color unless so authorized by statute. The legislature
has not pessed an aet establishing separate schools for
+the educatien of the white and ocolored children and the

 boards of edueation of cities of the second olass have
no power to exelude colored children from any schools of
the oity where there is no reason for their exelusion
‘except merely that they are colared.

Eeviseg Btatutea af EKansaes, 1923, 72—1802.

gaw of 189%, oh. 180, seo., 5, March 86,
jatutes of Kansas, 1923, Ta-1724.
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Diserimination on asecount of color is forbidden by
statute in all high schools of the state, The court
denied an injunetion to prevent the board of education

~ from earrying out asn order transferring & colored pupil
from & school maintained for white ohildren te one main-
tained for colored ¢hildren, In the provisions of the
statutes (R. 8. 72-1784) a board of education of the city
of the first elass hes the implied power and authority to
expend moneys raised by taxation to pay for the transpor-

.-tetion of eeleored children who live remote from the ,
rsehgola provided for their use. ‘

: Gities of the Becond clasa cannot ex@lude colored
‘ehildren from. soha@ls. .

'*~There have been other suprame court eases in Kansas con-
eerning Negre edueation “but the ones quoted here will answer
the emmman questiens which ‘come up.' The reader may refer to
the laws angd- supreme sourt rulings for further infnrmation on
the legal status of Negro education in Kansas.

. s far as the laws of Kansas are conceerned, the Negro has
the same yrivileges in Kansas schools &s the white ehild. The
agran;ing and assigning of Negr@as in the sehoels rests with
the sohool board as leng as the board does not make discrimi~

nations whioh are against the laws of the etate.

EDUCATIQNAL PROGRESS
..In order to get & background upon whieh to base the
development of Negro schools and education in Kansas, &
genexral pieture of the progress of Negro eduestion in the
United States as & whole, will be briefly outlined.

“5‘ 
Botrd of Edueation v. Tinmen, 26 XK, 1, 16, 20.
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 DABLE III
EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS QOF. NEGROES IN THE UNITED STATES*

— i

‘ | I | 1920 | Gain,64 gre.

Percent literate ....

Scheols for higher"“ ' S
training eceeececese oAb | 8001 86,

Students in publie | =} L L ‘
86h00LS eeassseesse| 100,000 £,288,000| 2,188,000

Teachers in all B
scheols ., L EXEEXERY S Y 600 ) v 56,000 L 55,400

Property of higher | = | SR
education .........|§ 60,000 | §50,000,000 | $49,940,000

Annuel expenditures | f o v b
for all eauceticn .|$700,000 | $61,700,000 | $61,000,000

4mount raised by , _E T P
' Nagroes Ceesscascan $ 80,000 | $ 3,500,000 |$ 3,420,000

"Head ﬁéﬁié TEus;  In I 66, 10 percent of the Regxoes
8 were 11terate. In 1930, 90 percemnt
, te, Dhis wes & gain of 80 percent in
64 years. Read in like manner for ether itemg in table.

Table II;,Sumﬁ“up,hrigilx;’tggweduggjigqglwprogress
whieh the Negroes in the United 8tates have made during the
life time of Kana&ﬁgg‘No”gfou?gof“péébié;haa been more
successful in overcoming educationsl difficulties. While
progressing in general education, the Negroes havée also
progressed in the fields of higher education. i

Sinoe 1876? at lesst eighty~five dootorates have been

granted to colored persdns by outstanding universities in

g a£ M _]:__3_;-52, De. 1180

Haxxy W Greene, "The Number of Nqsxo Doetoratea," in
SCHOQL AND SOOIETY 28:34%5, (Beptember 16, 1955)
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the United Statee. Two~thirds of the doetoratee were awarded
during the past 'decade, while nearly ene—third were awarded
dmrirg’the peet pggied of eeenemic depression. Twelve Negroee
reeei#eduPh,‘D. deéreea or equiralent degreee during the scho-}
lestie year ef 1932-55. 0£ the eighty-five de;reee conferred

upen the eelored etudente, eighteen were conferred for werk in

the field,ef oeial studies, sixteem in . the field of physical

scienoe' thlrteen in the bielegieal sciences; twelve in the
field ef edueatien, eleven in the medern languages while the

remainder were dietributed over varieue other fields. Aheut

all ef_iheee eelered studente with doctorate degreee are
ampleyed at _the heet inetitutiona. At leaet eixty peroent of
them de reaearch werk ia the Distriet ef Columbia and in the

Nerthern States.

With thie hrief pieture ef the educetienal brogress of
the Negro race im the United §tates as a whole, now turn to

8 pioturewef_hiq/e@ucational progress in Kansas.

FEGRO SCHOOLS IN KANSAS

4~meare are two special Negro schools in Kansas which are
given state support. They are "The Kansas Vocational School!
located one and one~hslf miles esst of Topeka, and "Western
- Univereity" locsted in Kansas City. I

'The Kanmas Vooational Sohool was established s a church
gehool by the Baptistes in 1885 but it was conveyed to the
state in 1988, Most of the students work for their board and
room after ‘paying an entrance fee, About sixty-five percent

of the gtudente pay all or part of their tuition.
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The ihatitution préduces & largs part of its food and the
éﬁudehtguaé most of the sewing and tailering which they require
for their own needs. The school hae courses for training in
%éﬁiéugéfraaes,“vboatiﬂﬂs, and in addition, the regular academ-
io sﬁ%ﬁhéts of the ﬁigh‘échoelﬁare taught, Military training
is required for the’ boys. Very 1little college work is offered.

” In Sentember 1931, the total enrollment of the school was
157 stmdents,; They were distributed in the various classes as
follows: seventh grade, 17; elghth grade, 19; frashmei, 33
sophmnore, 26; Junior, '85; senior, 21; college, 6. 4
| Although the vooational sehool is not a big sechool, it is
&Bing“a"great deal to aid the coléred children in Kensas,
Mﬁﬁt af 1ts students are of high school age and ranking but a
f$% a:e taken in below the sixth grade,

Western University operates undexw&n unusual arrangement
whereby it secures part of its support from the African.Method-
‘;istdgpiaqopalmghuxgh and part from the‘gtate, At the present
time, approximately $65,000 is contributed by the state for the
iinduqtzi§l ¢9§qrtmanf of the university. The churech 6ontrihutea
about §17,000, : o

: ﬂhe;inatitution,was founded as "Friends University" in 1860
-8nd becane Western University in 1874 as & church suppo;ﬁed and
endowed institution, State support of the instifution was
guthorized in 1899 because it seemed important to the state to
establish some speclal institution for Negro education, Mbst
of the work is in the high schoel and trades departments. Most
of the college work is of Junior college rank,
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In 1982, there were 200 students --~103 girls and 97 boys-—-
in the institution. ‘They were elassiflealas follows: ocollege
department, 33; high school deparunent, 73; ecommercial depart-
men$4,25:pﬁmades;&nd;mﬁsie:depaptmenwafxel; theologw department,

: Aheﬁt one-half of the students were bearding students and
onephalf were .day students. The work of the trade school seems
to he the most -highly developed.

Theee two - special institutions working in eeeperation with
the regular eeheola of the state, are doing a great deal to
ralse the edueatienal sﬁandards of the megrees. ‘Many colored
students are ahle to attend these twe schools and work thelr
way threugh school when 1t weuld be impessible to werk thelr
way threugh the regular echools ef the eemmunlty 1n whieh they
live.

SCHOOL ENROLIMENT AND ATTENDANCE -

The school enmellment‘and attendance of Negro ohildren in
Kanses have been steadily advancing during the twentieth century.
The eeolered people are begimning te realize the importance of
attending school. ' They are making & determined effort te send
their ehildren to the schools and as & result of this effort,
the percent of coleored ehildren attending school has steadily
risen, while the percent of illiterate colored children has
steadily declined. Table IV, page 18, gives a summary of

Hegro Bchool attendance in Kanses since 1900,
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TABLE IV

NEGRO SGH@OL AITENDANCE IN KANSAS*
* (5 to 20 years of age) 1 ‘

——————T » =5 e ]
;;%ea:,‘i$otal Nunmber | Number é@ggnding_Schoolf Percent
_;19Q§; “; ;1,257” -l Két olassified as to "’oelor’,
;,1916; ”f<i53549 N 10,049 6446
U/1920w | 1@;5231 ', 110,864 - 67.0
3hl9501 '  18 19ah | o 13 412 1B

Read tdﬁie tThus; 1In 1910, there were TB 349 ﬁegroes
in Kensas between 5 and 20 years of age, Of this group,
10,049 or 64,6 peroont attended school. Read in 1ike
manner for other ten year periodss’ "

- Tgble IV brings out the fact that there has been a steady

indreas's in Negro sohool attendance in Kansas sinoe the begin-

ning of the twentieth century. With 73,7 percent of the - -
dolored ehtidren between the ages@g§>five and twéntyﬂye&rs"
maw“iﬁ“béhaui 1t i8 only a matter of time before Negro illit-
etacy will be reduced to & minimum, | :

- Aocerding to the 28th Biennial Report of: the State

Superintendent of Public Imstruction in Kanses, Negro school

enrollment in 1931, compared with white enrollment as follows:
77,6 percent of the celored boys of school age were enrolled
‘in ‘sehool while 77.8 percent Jf the white boys of school age
were enrolled in school, Of the total number of girls of
s6hool age, 77.2 percent of the colored girls were in school
R y:“tateﬂ Gensus Reports, 1900 to 1930, Inclusive.

2Bth Blennial Report, State S Berintandent of Publia
Instrumtiﬂn in Kanaas 1921,32, p. 398,
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and 77,5 percent of the white girls were in school, This shows
that the percent of colored children of school age enrelled in
school, 18 as great as the percent of white ehildren of school
age enrclled in the sehools of Kensas. The inprease in the

paraeﬁtybf aolored éhildran\attending school, giﬁéé’é favorable

ff. ‘Blose méde & study of the schools in Kansas in 1928,
whieh glves a very gaoﬁ idea of the plaee which the Negroea
8

ﬁéldjim the sahool system at that time. He found that there
waséa thfal of 3 267 eolored students in Junior and senier |
high sohoole at that time., Of this total nnmber l 414 were
hoys and 1,843 were girlas., Among the eolared teaohers there
were 10 ‘men ana 17 women in the junior high sehoels and 10
men and 9 wemen in the senior high sehools, In the elamentary,
seeondary, and epllege departments of the private ana staﬁe
sebendary and higher schools for Negroes, Mr. Blose found a
totaltbeSQB“students.g Mhis group waes made up of 158 boys and
167 girls. The eolored teachers in thase depaitmenfé.obnsisted

of 17 men and 11 women,

“"‘Dhie gfudy brings out the fact that there was & higher
mumber éf colored girls attending school in 1988, than there
were heyl. The number of eolored men teachers increases in

the upper grades while the number of colored women teachers.

mﬁ,?{ . N
D, %, Bleee, Statistics of the Negro Race, 1927-28,
I% D

U, 8, Dept. of Interlor, Pamp. No. 14, agea,'pp.ll—lz.
Ibig s+ Pe 14,
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is grester in the lower grades. This digtribution of men
teachers in ,t;he,_uppﬁ,er grades and women teachexs in the 1lower
grades halds true for the white teachers of the state as wall

as for the cmlared tea@hars.

. There is a slight difference between tha Re‘_varta of the

J

ent Cemsus Bureau and the Reports of the tate S UpOx w

=

intendent of Public Inmstruction as to the sehool census &nd

thesahoelenrmllmant for eolered shildren of Bql;eoi age in

Kensss in 1951, The difference may be due %o & differenmse
in olaesiﬁcatien of students by the two depar’anents. Pable
V, page 81 gives a smnma:ry of the Negrd soheel oensua‘ and

10
enrellmant n Kansas fer the sehoel year 1959—51. In- M‘d)em«

o get & °,, arative picture of Negro school enrellment for

twe years Table V1, page 22, gives the school gqmug »ami

enrollment for Negre ehil_dranlaf ‘sohool age in Kensas, Aur=

ing the school yeasr 19Z1-32,

By ‘comparing Table V with Table VI, onme will see &
general decresse in the percent of Negra boys and girls
attendirng sehool in the one~teacher schools and in the twow
teacher schools ‘during the school year 1931-32, There was

8lso & gemeral inerease in the percent of Negro boys and

girls E“f‘te-ﬁ&ing school in the first and sesond olass eities,
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TABLE V

SOHOOL CENSUS AND ENROLIMENT FOR NEGRO*
CHILDREN IN KANSAS, 1930-31

S —

Censug Exrollment | Percent Abtending

Boys | Girls || Boys | Girls Boys | Girls

One tr. schs,. 466 403 400 336 86.8 B83.3
Two or mere ‘
Cities of ‘ : :

18t class.. | 5791 | 6176 | 4264 | 4582 184 | 74.1
Cities of | | '

2nd class.. 2061 | 2107 1571 | 1664 76,3 732.8
ToteLeeesress | 9124 | 9426 || 6991 | 7284 7606 | 7742

“Read table thus: During the school year 1950-31, There
were 446 colored boys of school age in the one-teaoher school
districts in Kansas, 0f this number, 400 or 85.8 percent
ware enrelled in school, During the same sechool year, there
wera 403 colored girls of school age in the one-teachar school
distriets in Kansas. Of this number, 236 or 83.3 percent were
enrolled in schocl. Read in 1like manner for ether olasses of
scho@led ~

Considering the percent of Negre boys attending =11l the
schools listed in Tables V and VI, there was a decrease of
2.6 percant from the school year'1950—31 to the school year
19%1-32. DBuring the seme period, the percent ef Negrb girls

attending the gchools, increased ,6 of one percent,

The Report %% the State Superintendent of Publiec Instruc-
ion for 1931-32, shows that private and parochial achobls

below college ranking, enrolled 125 colered boys and 103

‘ 1bid, p. 399.
Ibia P. 399,
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colored girls. This was & decrease in the number of colored
boys in private and paroohial schools for 1931-32, while there
was an inereaae in the number of oolered girls in these insti-

tutiona. :

”‘One tr. scha.“ 485

Twe or more
o e BGRB8 s BT || 763 710 || e7¢ |

. Olties of s
1st class.. 575?'

iaaso 4329 || 2683
‘Cities of

.. £ad glass.. | 1961 || 8118 [ 1644 || 1713
“;Cmnnunity : S 1.
“ high scha.. 15 21

< PotBleasseene 8980 || 9563 7013 || 7326 79«27 T6a6

~  Read table thus: GThere wera 425 Golored Doys Of SGhOOL
age ‘in the one-teacher school districts in Kansas during the
school year of 1931-%2, Of this number, 318 or 4.l percent
were enrolled in sehool., During the same year, there were
402 golored girls .of scheol age in the one-tea@her gchool.
districts in Kansas., Of this group, 283 ar 70.4 percent were
enialied in school. Read in like manner for other classes of
53 Qols,

*
Ibid, p. 399.
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GOLLEGE STUDENTS

The state departmemt of eduoation does not require
eeparate records to be kept of the Negro college students.

The eelleges have net kept records of the colored students
exeept for their own usgae, The records which have been kept
are Very 1nemmp1ete and as a result umreliable, No exact.
statietical deta can be given for the number of Negro college
students in Kansas but a summary of their participation in
oelleges will be presented.

The colored studenxe have become more and more a part of
Ksnass colleges in recent years. The number of oolored students
h@s steadily inoreased with & larger percent being girls. The
percent of colored students which graduste from the colleges is
very small compared to the number which enter the}eehoele,

This brings out the fact that the colored students have not
fully adapteﬁ:thGMSelves to higher education and only a smsall
percent of those who enter college, actually complete their
work and receive degrees,

This fallure of the colored students to complete their
college work may be aceounted for in several ways, Pirst,
race prejudice still exists among some of the students and
thie places the eolored students at a big disadvantage, He
hag to either take a back meat in the classroom and receivs
little recognition ox he has to be & super-student in order
to he recognized with the white students., The i1deas of race
prejudice are gradually becoming less pronounced among students
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and instruetors. The writer has been in several classes with
colored students in recent years and has observed that the
colored students are becoming a&n sctive part of the olasses,
They take part in the class recitation along with the white
students and receive the same advantages as the white students,.
The colored students are given courteous treatment in the
eollege library and on the college campus, They have not been
generally accepted in the secial affairs of most of the colleges
but a few imstitutions have teken them into all school &otiviw
tles with the white students, '

Another reasen for many of the solored students failing
to complete thelr oollege work, is the fact that they do not
have the money necessary to continue in sehool, They are not
able to work thelr way through the schools as msny of the white
students do. Aiggggg:éany Jobs open to white stﬁdents, are not
open to colored students.

NEGRO TEACHERS
The percent of Negro fteachers in Kansas is very small,
The §§§~ Biennial Report of the State Superintendent of Public
; netruction reported that there were no eolored teachers in

the rural sehools of Kansas in 1931-32., There were two colored
men and seventeen colored women teachers in the kindergarten
and graae schoola. There were mo ocoloraed teacheras reported in
the junior and senior high aschoole or in the private and paro-
ehial schools. Practically all of the teachers in Xansas,
whieh are listed &8 ocolored, are teaching in cities of the

firet or seoond elass., There wers three colored men and aixtesn
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celared wmmen teaching in the aecond class ocities of Kansas in
1951 52, These teachers were distributea as fmllowe. kinder~
garten, l wmman, grades, 3 men, 15 ‘women. »

‘ There were 51 Negre men and lll ﬂegro women teachers in
the first claas eities of Kansas ‘during the sehool year l931~32.
They were aistrihuted aa follows: kindergarten, 8 women; Junior
high sehool 9 men and 19 women; senior high school 10 men and
] women, Ehia report of colored teachers in Knnsas indicates
that only the 1arger oities and schools have colored taachera.
There are many mare oolored women than oolered mep teachers.
The women teaah in the lawer grades while the mexn teach in the
higher gradaﬂ.

In eities with & large Negro nopulation, there is a f{enden-
ey toward sagresation in the sgheols while in aities whexe the
Negxo pﬂpulation is negligible, there ia no Negro prohlam in the
sehools, There are only four separate Negro high sohaols in
Kansas.vymhare is a junior high school and & senior high school
for Negroes in Kansas City., There is one separate Negro high
sohool in\Wiehita and one in Topeka. The peroentase of Negro
anrallment inereasas with the size of the city. The percentage
of Negro teachers decreases with a daorease in the size of the
oity; The nnmber of Negro tesohers is mnot in proportion to the

Negro pepulatien and school enrollment in Kanaas.

SEGREGATION
~ The question often arises as to which type of sohool, the
mixed QW»@&Q separate sohool, is the best, Jennié~D. Porter
made aﬁétudy of Negro notables for the purpose of finding‘the‘u
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type of sochools they atiended, Among the one~hundred notable

Negroes studied, Porter found that 83 attended separate public
schools, while 17 sttended mixed publioc sohools; &7 attended
gseparate oolleges, while 54 attended mixed colleges; 10 attended
mixed eolleges pert time and separate colleges part time, while
9d4id ‘not attend ocbllege.

The faets reported, indicate that separate public sehools
have heen the lawxger contributing faetor to Negre edwucation in
tarms of distinotion schieved by the school prodwuct. The evi-
dence shows that ehildren in a Negro school have lost nothing
vital from lack of contaet with white children; that the stan-
dards of teaching and pupil accemplishmeni are net lower in
separate schools than in mixed schools; and that the greater
propertion of Negro motables have attended separate public
schools. '

Comparative measurements of the colored and the white
pupils in the high schoole of & large city in the North Gentral
Division, in the intelligence examinetion known as the I, B, R.
Tests of Relective and Rational Thinking, Generalizatioﬁ, an&
oxganizétion,lérevealed thet less than four percent of the
‘0olored children passed the medimn white score for the same
grade, When the tests were repested a year later, the median
gein for the oolorsd etudents was 134 percent, ani for the
white students, 88} percent, The oolored ohildren gained

L

Jennie D. Porter. The Negro Eduoation in
, de g%xiee. Dod ar Dlasertation, Teachers
iy © neinnati,

E. L. Thorndyke. "Intelligence Scores of Colored Pupils
in High Sehool;" in SCHOOL AND SOCIBTY, 18:567-70, (Nov. 10, '25)
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three~fifths as much as the white children during the year.
These tests give some ideas of the intellectual ranking of the
two races in one particulsr type of schools The writer deoes

ng

; know to what extent the test results are influenced by

.ggg;romyqpxal fagtora., 4ny difference which may exist between
‘the two races &8 %o scholarsbip mey be accounted for partly by
enviprommental fac¢tors which prohibit the Negre from deing his |
best work,  The Negro generally ocmes from a poer family and
wuat work his way. through school and then pay hack. the money.
;iﬁhthaq 8 Jjob while in school, he frequently receives less
money for his werk than the white student receives for the

same Jobe The Negro teachers must teach in Negro schoels or

in large alty systems as a rule because of their colox. The
intellectual Negre is maroomed from cultural contacts. He

cannot, as & rule, exohange his ideas freely with the white

neople, while &% the seme time, he is isolated from his own
race bacause af tha relatively few highly treined Negroes. He
must hold himself apart and up or else drop back to the average
and lose his soholarship advantages. Ragg;predﬂdxﬁa,tghds to
cause the Negro te develop an oppressienwpsyehosis. He becomes
morkidly introspective and super-sensitive, This warps his
mind and causes him to ‘think rsce thoughts, The intellectual
Negra s & propagandist in that he must write of the Negro,
study of the Negro, sing of the Negro, and think of the Negro,
‘Vary few schools in Knansas attempt to segregate the color-
ed ohildren from the white ghildrem ., The children occupy the

game rooms and do the same work in the schools., Where there
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1s segregation, it 1s gemerally carried out by the wish of both
races8, The question ef segregetion is important ouly in the
larger cities at the present time but as the colored population
continues te increase, the questien will become more impoxtant,
Unquestionsbly, the education of the Negro is an important
matter both to the Negro amd to the state as & whole, Since
the Negro pepulation has heen inereased by 10,000 since 1920,
1t would seem that the problem is becoming increasingly ine

portant. There are reasons for special training for those who

.are not able to avail fhmnselves of the advanta59370£>the gtate

colleges and universities. 4 large share of the Negro group
inevitably expect to earn their own 1living in the various
fzades, It would seem advisable %o provide some mesans for
théir seeﬁring such training. -

The question has been raised as to whether the two insti-
tutions, Western University and Xansas University, ehoﬁld be |
gombined and a more effectve program developed. Essentisally,
the progrem of both these institutions is educational and
should be given intelligent consideration by speeialists in
the educatlienal field. |

ILLITHRACY
The guestion of literacy among Negroes is one whieh is
difiiault to settle definitely because of the wide disagree=
mente among the agencies keeping the records, as to what
oonstitutes a literate person. Some agencies regard as lit-

erate, any person who oan resd, some count only those people
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who can read and write, while other records include only those
'pedpie who can read, write, and fulfill certsin other edwcational
tqualificationa. The variations in classifioation tend to make
ﬁstatistias and reoords unreliable hut the data will give an idea
?Jof 'the situation as 1t now exists. |
;%' %% Jane Addmmslinade a survey of the United Stetes and found
'"‘;that Negro 1itaraoy has inoreased from two peroent in 1850, to
eighty~five parcent in 1950. This is & tremen@ous inorease
'an@ ahows;hmw fan the Negroes have'progressed in overcoming
gn; of their grestest handicaps, UNo obther group has made such
a big step in education in the same length of time. The color-
ed ohiidren have had %o face adverse conditions in practically
every seati@n of the country, Their sehébis have heen in the
rural diatricts with little equipment and poorly paid teaehers.
In the: cities, they have had te faca race prejudiee when going
to school with the white children and face the preblem of in
adequate buildings and other equipment, when going to their
aeparate‘séh@ols.

For the purpose eof giving a background to the picture of
Negro literacy in Kansas, Chart 1, page 30, sets up a general
pioture of Negro education in the United States between 1860
and 1930, I% givea & oomparative ploture of Negro school
population,'schaol attendance, and literacy,

Jane Addams, "The Rlse of Negro Edueatian;" in
SOHQGL LIFE, Vol., 18,-p. 98 (Jsnuary, 1955) -
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Chart 1. Percentage School Fopulation (5 to 20 years of
age) is to Total Negro Population, and Percentage Increase of
School*Attendance and Literate Persons, 1850 to 1930, inelusive,

1930 figures for school attendance as of 1928. Sechool
population and literacy figures for 1930, estimated.

The red line which represents school population, shows taoat
the percentage of Hegro school population (5 to 20 years of age)
has decreased in proportion to the total legro population, At
the same time, the blue line which shows school attendance,
indicates that the school attendance is rapidly increasing.

The black line which represents the percent of literate persons,
shows that Negro literacy has increased to over 85 percent.

The only relisble source of information as to the status

of Negro literacy in Kansas is the Reports of the United States

Census Bureau. lMany statements have been made concerning the

16
Ibid, p. 98.



ol

literacy of the colored population in Xensas but the statementsa
have not been based on definite, reliable facte., Even The rew
ports of the censue bureau have varied from time to time in
the way in which the ages and gqualifications for literate per-
gons, hafe been classified, Teble VII glves a gtatistical

summary of Megro 1lIitergey in Kensas since 1860.

TABLE VII
) NEGRO IILITERACY IN KANSAS, 1860 to 1930%*
Year | Total No. Illiterates | No, Negre Illiterates Percent
(Black & Whits) . of Total
‘18e0|  s,087 63 2405
1870 | 16,369 7,813 44,0
1880 64,979 14,588 28,4
1890 42,079 12,259 29,1
1900 . 32,518 9,230 28.3
1910 28,968 B, 341 | 18.4
1920 22,821 4,228 18.5
1930 18, 680 | 3,828 17.2

“Read table thus: 1n 1860, thers were 8,067 llliterate
people in Ksnses, 10 years of age and over. OFf this group,
63 or 2,00 percent were Negroes, Kead in like menner for
other 10 year periods.

Table VII gives a pilcture of the effects of education
upon the Negroes in Kansas. With a population of only 627

Negroes of all ages in Kanses in 1860, 63 of them over ten

*
Reports of the United States Census Bureau, 1860 to 19%0.
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yegrs of age were illiterate. There &re no records as to thev
11literaoy among Negroea below ten yesrs of asge but it is safe
to sy that there were very few, if any, literate Negroes be~
low that age. This gives an idea of how little education there
was among the colored people at that time.
.7Lm .The Negroes regched the highest percent of the total il-
literaey in 18%0, This can he accounted for by noting the
ehanging population of that decade, With the freeing of the
s8laves in the South, a great many of them rushed to FKansas,
They had had no epportunity to hecome educated and as & re-
sult; -41literacy was wide spread. In econtrast to the report
0f: 1870, the report of 1880 shows an increase of 48,610 1l-
literates in both the colored and the white races. The number
of Negro illiterates in Kansas only doubled and the percent of
the -whole group, was about half of what it had been the decads
hefore even though there was & triple increase in illiteracy
in the two races. This deorease ean be explained by the intro-
duction of education amongkthe Negroes and also by the fact
that a . grest many of the Negraes which came to Kansss during
the rush of 1879, were literate. The colored race was begine
ning te realize the importance of education and to take
advantage of it.

. There was & steady increase of Negro population in Kansas
and & eorresponding decreasge of Negro illiteracy from 1860
0 the ocensus of 1930, The problem of Negro literaecy looks
very favorable in Kensas at the present time,

Aoaording to the census reports of 1930, there were
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1,619,562 people over ten years of age in Kansas, Of this
group, 18,680 or 1.8 percent were illiterate. Within this
fdfal‘group, there were'55,145 Negroes of which 3,228 or 6.9
percent were illiterate, One can see from this summary that
the percent of Negro illiterates is still slightly higher than
the percentage for both colored and white people. On the
otheiLﬁﬁﬁd; when one consgiders the handicaps under which the
Nggraes have worked, one reslizes that the rzce has made &
truly remarkable progreaé. |
‘Affer stuaying the increase in school population for
colorbdummﬁﬂkﬂ, & person can realize how far education has
gonéwiﬁ eliminating illiteracy among the colored children in
Kanéqs;; One finds the =ocial, economie, industrial, and polit-
ieal‘atanddrdﬂ of the colored race rise with the elimination
of'illiteraey and the raising of their educational stendards.
Quite often people ask the question, does Negro education
ray., It would seem from all the materisl évidences which can
be seen to prove that it pays, people would stop doubting an
obvious feet, There have been ne surveys made in Kensas to
determine what the general ideas are concerning the value of
Negro education but. a revort will be répredueed which will
apply very well to Kansas, The survey was made by William
&, Olark of the Tuskegse Institufe. Mr. Clark sent out
questionaires to repreaenfatiVe white oitizens in all' types
of communities in twelve states, He received 136 replies

which are summed up in Table VIII, page B4.
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TABLE VIII 17
DOES WEGRO EDUCATION PAY?

guestions lesllo | Unanswered
Has education made the Negro & more
o uﬂeful Gitizen? Q......‘C.o.l..l‘..O...Olgl 4 11

- Hag it made him more economical and more
inelined to acquire wealth? .eecccvcececsa 98 141 24

Has it improved the morals of the black
raeﬂ? e 0060 60 00 0000 680000000 tPOOSGSES 97 201 19

- Has it made the Negroces' rsligion less
emotional and more practical? ..........101] 16 19

Does it make him a more valuable workman,
egpecially where thought and skill are
raquired? ........0.......C.‘QI"..I....lza 2 2

Do well trained, skilled Negro workmen
f£ind diffieulty in securing work in
your comunity? ..ecceiaceiiiieiiaiacees 4117 15

Is there any opposition to the colored '
peoples' buylng land in your community?. 3&)|128 5]

Ia it a8 a rule, the ignorant who commitb
crimeﬂ? ..Q).o-oocoooc.ocooooooo.oo.o.o.lls 3 17

Does orime grow less as education in-
ereases among the colored people? e,....l02] 19 15

Is the moral growth of the Negro équal
- to his mental growth? ...cccececccrccnss Bb| 46 35

Do the relations between the races grow
, more friendly as the Negro is educated?.l113| 11 12

This questionaire offers evidence to indicate there is
8till doubt as to the moral and intellsectuwsl capacity of the
Negro. On the question, is the moral growth of the Negro

7
William A. Clark. "Does Negro Bducation Pay? " in the
JOU?NAL OF EDUCATIONAL 80CIOLOGY, Vol, III, No. 3, (NGV., 193%2)
p. 68.
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equal to his mental growth, 55 answered yes, 46 answered no,
and 36 gaﬁe no answer, which indicates a wide difference in
opiniens . The questionaire indicates that education mekss
the Negroes more substantial citizens, it raiges their intel.
leotual level, inereases their skill, and increases their
ealrning power. Teken as s whole, education is benefiecisl to
the colored raee'k_and it is less costly to society to educate
- the Negroes, than i1t is to pelice and maintain institutions
for them,

Turning from the educational side of the Negro's life
in Kanses, one will get a picture of the other gides of his
life and the influence education has had on them, Soclety
quite often fails to see the aotuasl, true to 1life situation
of the colored people. White people have a tendency to look
on one side of the picture and olose their eyes té¢ the other
sides which may be the best sides.

While obtaining & picture of the social side of the
Negro's life in Kansas, the reader should keep in mind all
the ﬂme“, the relation of education to this social status.
Jugt where and how has education of the solored people
influenced their position in society? Has education been
the big factor in determining what this status shall De?
With this point of view in mind, Chapter IV sets up &
pioture of the social status of the Negro inm relation to
his education.



CHARTER IV

NEGRO SOCIAL STATUS

In order to get a true pleture of the socisl status of
the Hegro in Kenses and the part which education hae had in
&étermining his place in gociety, there are several sidea of
hiald.i’e which must be piletured, The discussien will be di-
prejud;ge, health, thme, and religion,
- ?ﬁha‘beat place to begln picturing the social position of
the Negro 1& te go back to the time when he first began rew
ceiving soeial recognition, From the firet entrance of the
égioféd‘people inte the United States, up to the year 1865,
they had no soeial stending worth mentioning. They were
seareely recognized as human beings in moat sectiens of the
eéﬁnt:y. In 1@65, the Thirteenth Amendment of the Comati-
tution of the United btates, was papsed, This smendment
made slavery uﬁomnstitutional in the United States and wae
ene of the first steps in ralsing the socisl positiom of the
ﬁégroes. Three years later, in 1868, another step was taken
toward social recognition when the Fourteenth Amendment was -
passed; This smendment msade the colored people citizens of
the United States, The last important legal step was the
passing of the Fifteenth Anendment im 1870, which gave the
Negro the right to vote, With this comstitutionsl recogniw
tion, the Negroes begsn their sctusl olimb to the positionm
whioh they hold in eociety taday. It is thims present position

yin‘aabiety and the part education piayed in obtalining it, that
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will now be presented.

RACE PREJUDICE

| Chapter III mentioned the segregation of the ocolored and
thé white children in Kensas schools. One finds that same
aegregation baing oarried out to a certain extent in the gener&l
seciety of Kanses, The colored person often finds himself being
ferced into cartain socisal levels. This discrimination, which
has became knawn a8 race prejudice, is largely due to leack of
edueation on the part of certain individuals in both races, The
racia; differenees which most complicate the tasks of racial
adjustment, are the cultural and mental differences of the two
groups.‘ When these differences are equalized, the Negro is more
able te take care of himself, He is & better producer, presents
fewer health problems, is less of a burden on the courts, has a
fuller religioua life, and is less likely to become a defaective,
o Education is the greatest forece in equalizing these mental
and eultural differences. Hducation trains the colored race as
.wal as training leaders to ald and encourage the masses.
Kﬁnsas has progressed far in adjusting the differeunces of the
two races, The great increase in literacy is proof that the
Negro ia capable of holding a high place in society. The white
people brought the colored peonle into Kansas aociety and 1t is

up to them to give the oolorad people thelr proper recognition,.
The colored race and the white race are living togsther

with much more harmony and ccoperation in Ksneas today than

theysarq in most of the states of the Union. One finds colored
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people trading at the stores of the white merchants and
receiving the same courteoué treatment that the white shoppers
receive; One finds the two groups working side by side in
common lebor such ss road work and day labor in the country
and eity. "In the labor camps set up by the govermment, the
men of both races are working and living side by side., Of
all the exemples of racial adjustment and elimination of
racial.prejudice in Kansas, none is more important than the
one which is spen on the streets of all cities as well as in
the rural o@nnunities where the two races live together. A4is
a neraon passes elong the streets, he sees colored children
and white children walking side by side or he aees them in
mixed groupa playing on some vacant lot. Education is slmost
entirely responsible for thils assimilation of the two groups.
As bheéé thldren grow up and take the places of the older
paoplé4iﬁ soclety, racisl prejudices are going to with-draw
farthéryand farther into the background, The older pedﬁla in
sOoie%y arevthe'ones who keep holding up the obsolete social
standards of several hundred years ago. KXansas people stand
high in fecognizing the social rights of the colored population,
The questlon has been raised many times in recent years
as to what influence the period of so called depression, has
had in dfﬁwing the two.races together., TUnguestionably, it has
had a‘great deal of influence in eliminating racial prejudicea
end will bhave a lasting influence on the relations of the two
groupa; ‘When people ggaoh & certein state of dependency where

they have to cooperate with eaoh other and put forth mutusl




39

e

helped both groups, work has been provided for them, and they
have been thrown together in social entérpxises. Al though
these oconditions have eriginated under somewhet ummatural

- eiyoumstances, they will tend to continue after the immediate
nd@essity»has passed. There will be a more common social
faeling existing, especially among the common laboring class

of peeple which makes up the larger part of scciety.

HEALTH

The problem of health has been one of the most imﬁdrtant
prohiems faoing society all through the ages of civilization,
Withouthhealth, no civilization can exist nor can a race
exist ﬁithiﬁ & oivilization unless it is a healthy race. The
conditions of health within these United States have been im-
proved immensely during recent years but toe frequently, fhase
Improvements have been made with only the white oitizéns in
mind, Health officers have taken the attitude of why bother
with tpe Negroaa,‘ They can be set apart where they can work
outvtheir own prablems‘or die in their unsanitary surround-
ings. ’This attitude might have worked at one time but it
certainly’will not work at the present time. Ignoranca in- 
vites vice and f£ilth while education elimlnates them. The
health of the Negro is of the utmost importance to the
People of Kansas. When the colored race makes up three and
one-half pereant of the total population of the state, one

can see the importance of their being healthy.
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18
At the Annual Tuskegee Negro Conference in 1914, charts

woere displayed in which it was shown that 466,000 Negroas were
gseriously ill a&ll the time in the South, This meant & loase of
eighteen days & year for esch Negro inhabitant. The annusal
cost of sickness of these 466,000 Negroes, was $75;000,000.
One-helf of this sickness was preventable. It was estimated
that the annual economie lose to the South because of Negro
8ickness and death, was over $300,000,000, This gives an
iaeg,of how important the problem of Negro health can become .
The problem is mot as big in Kansas &s the one pietured for
the South but it is still one of the greabtest importance.

One every hand, one ean see where Negro health in Kansas
‘haa improved. Thelr physical health and the sanitary conditions
of their surreundings have been improving very repidly. No
longer does the well educated white person avoid the educated
celored persen because of fear of contracting diseases. The
Negroes have been handicapped in their fight for better health
and more heslthful living conditions. Many times they have
been forced to live in the most undesirable sections of the
communities and then given very 1little assistance in cleaning
up these mections., They have been forced to go without medi-
cal assigtence or a&dvice but againgt all of these odds, they

have made & steady improvement in their health.

Monxoe N. Work. "Tuskegee Institute More Than an
Bducationsl Institute;™ .in JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL SOCIOLOGY,
(November, 1933) p. 201,
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The death rate for colored people is in excess of that for
white people for every age from infaney to o0ld age and for each
sex,  In every age group except one, the excess is more pro-
neunme&,dmong females than among males, ZPractically no statis-
tics were kept oun mortality before the Civil War but mortality
wes generally high regardless of race. Data collected in oities
revealed that during the first helf of the nineteenth century,
cholera ranked high as & ocause of death among Negroes, About
fifty~one colored people per thousand diled from it.lgThis was
during the bad eholers years and not all the time but it gives
an idea of how far health education has gone in eliminating
one disease. Today, cholera is of very minor importance as &
cause of Negro desths,
| The death rate per thousand Negroes today, is about what
it was for white people thirty years ago. The rate for whites
in 1900, was 1%.1 deaths per thousand., The rate for Negroes
in 1986, was 17,3 deaths per thousand. In order to get an idea
of how far the death rate has declined in some of the other im-
portant diseagses of the Negre, statistics will be given from

the Negro Year Boolk of 1931-3E.

The death rate from tuberculosis in 1911, was 280.8 deaths
per 100,000 population, while in 1987 it was 198.,9 deaths per
100,000 or a decrease of 49 percent, TFor typheid during the

5
Negro Yeser Book, 1981-32. pp. 300-04,
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same period, it deoreased from 44,4 deaths per thousand %o

1843 deaths per thousand, which was a decrease of 59 percent.
For malaria, the rate decreased from 26.3 Jeaths per thousand
to 6.4 per thousend during the years from 1911 to 1982, in-
elusive. Deaths from communicable diseases of children &eclined
57.percent from 1911 to 1987, Diarrhea and enteritis declined
62,3 percent and deaths from pneumonia declined 41.8 percent.
The rate of death imoreased for only two types of diseases
during this pericd. Deaths from venereal diseases increased

to 42.9 per thousand in 1982 or double the death rate for 1911,
Sypbillis is a tremendous faotor in the high Negro death rate,
not only for this venereal infection but for the M"degenerative
diseases" which it super~induces, Deaths from chronic diseases
ageq;aa,éancer, diabetis, cerebral hemorrhage, and organiec
diseases of the heart, have increased rapidly.

There has been a big general decline in the death rate
among the colored people during the last twenty years regard-
less of the fact that all of these dlseases have heen present.
The Negroes improve their health and living conditions as they
advance in education., This has resulted in lengthening their
span of life. ‘he most reliable statistics available for es-
timating the 1life span of the colored race, are the statistics
compiled by Louls I, Dug%in, stetistican for the Metropolitan

Life Inpurance Gumpany. From the data whieh Mr,., Dublin has

L | " ‘
Charles 8. Johmson, Ihe Negro in American Civilization.
Henry Holt and Ce., New York, 19230, 528 pages, p, 147.




ampil;e. one finds that the average life of a Negro 1s fourteen
years less than that of a white person., The average life ex~
pectation is forty-five ysars fox the Negro and fiftywwnine
years for the white person,

E@Matigz; hes aided the Negroes in lengthening their life
ﬂpgn,z,, from thirty-three years to forty-five years since 1900,
This meansg thet their livea have been lengthened over one-third
inthirty yoars. Stétistics &lso show that the average women
hes & longer life expectation than the average men, Omne of the
hest exemples of education aiding the Negro to incresse his
life ei:pe;etatien. ia the great deoresse in infent mortality.
Hundreds of colored mothers have been educatéa to the point
where they ‘h_,ave ez.i__.m:’l‘na'bed -] ﬂ@.';;-‘;sa percent of the deaths of
children st birth. One finds racial differences and prejudices
e‘limimvted»» o such a degree in Kansas that white doctors and
nurses go into the homes of the colored people and render medi-
cal amaistance, It has taken mgny years and much education of
both reces, ,,afer_é this mutusl aid could be brought about,

Mary Gover made a survey of mortaliiy among the Negroes

:E tb,e Uni,tad States a.nd found some very interesting oauses of
differences in mortal:.‘oy emong the colored and the white people.
Pramature ﬁixw,altna most frequent cause of death smong color-
ed and among white infants, Ls very little higher, relatively,
smong the eolored people and the whii;e people., Regpixratory

! |
Mary Gover. Mortelity among Negroes in the Unlted

States, Puhlic Health Bulletin, No. 174, 1928, United gtates
Govermment Printing Office, Washington, 2. C.
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&iééésé; are more Iimportant causes of death among the colored
than smong the white people. Gastro-~intestinml diseasmes, to-
gether/with congenital debility, rank third as the cause of
ﬁ;g#b deaths. Injuries at birth, congenital malformations,
éﬁd’eiganio diseases of the heart, are less frequent among
fhgﬂégroes. Communiceble dlseases are less numerous in the
céiére& raee, Better living conditions exist among the
ﬁégréés in the country than in the towns which results in
iéss gickness in the country. The Negroes in the South are
healthiér than those in the North becsuse of more sanitary
conditions.in the rural districts where most of the Southern
Negroes 1ive., Negroes in Northern cities are more healthy
thﬁh those in Southern cities because more attention is given
té.saﬁitatien in Negro quarters in Norfhern cities, The death
rate‘féi Negroes in the North, rural and urban combined, is
higher than in the South because of envirommental factors of
ohhnged climatic eonditions, chenged economie conditions of
olething; food, housing, and medlcal attention,

Kansss wag included in this survey and with these statisw-
tics‘éé &a baékground, & person can readily see that the health
of the Negroes in Kanses 1s much better now than it has ever
been in the past. Health education, which ia being taught to
&ll colored ochildren and white children in the sohools of
Kensaa, will steadily Improve the health of the Wegroes and
the senitary conditions under which they live. = One must rem
member that all health improvement must he carried on locally
as no wide law or rule can he established which will fit the
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oonditions in a1l loocaiities.

" In the autumn of 1914, Booker T, Washington, ons of the
greatest Negro educators of all times, started a "National
Nogro Health Week"™ which has been & grest suocess. The United
Btates Publie Health Service has now taken it over and made it
a unit af the Public Health Serxvice under the title, National
Negro nealth Movement, 'Lhis movement has done much to educate
the calereél people concerning health problems snd how to meedt
them. |

B Anather side of the health of the Hlegro in Kansas, 1s his
mental health and the influence education has had on it, As
the general economic status of the Negroes in Kansas is below
that of the white population, it is natural to suppose that
dependeney is more prevalent among them even though there are
no cparatiVe figures from the state or county records to
VQr:L:Ey the dlfferenee. Conditions are very unfavorable for
cparisons regerding mental diseases because of incomplete
:ecerds and irregularity in classifying diseases and races,

| Whilq the Negro population in Kansas is only about three
én& _dne-‘half vercent of the total population, the intake of
Negro children by privete institutions is s little over five
percent of the total.azwhis 18 not & great difference and
au.rely not great emough to draw any important econclusiouns,.
Preaudicos egainet institutional care are breaking down and
hospitgls are increaming their facilities for both the white
. M"yegro Raoce Distribution in Kansas;" tsken from the
Hanaboolc of Kanses Socisl Resources, 1931-3%, p. 288,

73913
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raee and the colored xace,

B Wh.en statiatics for mental diseases are classified under
urban and rural headings, it is found that the rates for urban
c@nmnnities ere in general, about twice as high as those for
rural clnmunitiea. Urban Negroes are expoged to the influences
which tend to make the insanity rate higher in cities than in
rural districts. Urban Negroea in Kansas are mostly immigrants
and for that reason, they have to adjust themselves to a mew
environment which as far &s they are concerned, is an unfavor-
ahle one in climatic industrial, and socisl conditions,

e Mental diseases ocour principally in adult life, the
lmeaian age of firat admittance to institutions for the menteally
diseased being forty years for colored pedple and forty-five
years f@r white people in 1922, Many statements have heen madé
dbhéaiﬁing the guestion of racial differences in the mental
dfséééés but very few of these statements will stand careful,
wsoieﬁ%ifie‘eiamination. Until this becomes possible, no sweep-
ing generalizationa can be made concerning the susceptabilities
of races in Kenses to the mental disesses. The colored race is
whettar off then the white race in many of the mental diseases.
There are two Important reasons for so few people in the
inetitutions for mental diseases in Kenses, which sdmit colored
pé@plé; ‘The first reason is the fect that adverse conditions
ambﬁg fhe oolored people are more often left to eventuate in
diaaater than those among the white people. Kducation is
rapidly over@mming this oondition and with the aid of health

seoiotiéa, the Negroes are rapldly ooming to receive the same

! .
\ ) e
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attention as the white people, The second reason for few
colored people in the institutions, is the mutusl aid which
Negroes give te each other. If a colored person is sble to be
of assistance to his neighbor, he takes the responsibility and
carries it. Negroes with mental diseases oxr other disabilities,
afé caréd for by the others of the race instead of being sent
to an iﬁétitution. ,

Aotual statlsties on the colored population in the insti-

tutions of Kahsas are very incomplete and somewhat unreliable.

In the Annuels of the American Academy of Political and Social
Soience for November, 1928, the edltor seys that in 1920,
Kanaaé had less than 5,000 Negroes for each 100,000 of its
total population. Of this number, over 80 per 100,000 Kegro
population were in institutioms for paupers, and from 40 to 60
per 100,000 of the Negro population were in institutions for
the feeble-minded. ©This was not & big percent as the figures
wore tabulated om the basis of 100,000 Negro population.
Examinations of diéabilitiaa of inﬁates of almshouses,
give no support to the assumption that inferior mentality is
responsible for Hegroes entering almshouses at an earlier age
than whites., Physical disability, possibly the sequalea of
- tuberoulosis and venereal disease, has a great deal to do with
the eondition. Fhysical incapacity seems to be the”biggest
reason for & large percent of Negroes in institutions of this
type.

25
The American Negro., Taken from the Annuals of the

Aneriosn Academy of Politicel and Social Solence, November,
1928, 359 pages, pp. 68-69.




48

Theq:q are & number of homes in Kanses which are comdusted
for sdnlt Negroes and children or which admit than, These are
briefly listed as followa:

“);@‘bbl,g;% .Blokerdyle Home at Bllsworth. It is maintained by

the state for soldiers, their widowe, and thelr children,
Soldiers Home at Fort Dodge. It is maintain.
ed by the state for soldiers and their families,

pr:l‘.vate institution for aged persons and orpnans.

{ansas State |

Btate Protective Home at Leavenworth, It is a

Na'b‘:jej 81 ,,“-‘me for DPimebled Velunteer Soldiers at Leaven-

w;,’ith' 1t :Ls maintained by the United States goverment and
aa:ﬁes for disabled volunteer soldiers and =sailors,

014 Folks' Home at Lawrence. It is kept up by the Colored
Baptia‘b Btate Qonvention. It cares for aged and infirm persons,
F1oxren ,aﬂ‘Gril_.f@_'tenton Home _a__'_b_’ Lopeka, Supported by the

Hational Plorence Crittenton Mission for fallen women.

Home at Atchinson. It is maintained by the
state for dependent children.

[nduatrial

Sahool and Hygiene Home for the Priendless at
Hillsgboro. Snppm;ted; by the Crimean Mennonite Brethen for
homeless -and deatitute qhildren,

4 Oxphans Home st Leavenworth, XKept up by the
Oblati 8isters of Providence for homeless and destitute chilw-

dren.
Orphan Obildrens' Home &t Kansas City, [t is & private

corporation for orphens and destitute childreu.
Helen Qonld Orphens Home &t Wichita, It 1s a private insti-

tution for orphan children.
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- Phyllis Whestley Home &t Wichita., It is s private

in8titution for children from the age of three to fourteen

rens' Home and Dey Nursery at Kansas Oity, It is a

Private coméern for orphens and friendless children,

" ghere sre three Negro hospitals and murse training sehools
in Kansas,

| em nal School Hospltal at Topeka.

pital at Leavenworth.

 Douglas Hospital and Tescher Lxaining School st Kansas

" "'With this plcture of Negro health in Kensas, ome can 8ee

1%&@% €£& 661oreﬂ vrace has gone Ffar in improving thelr health
‘gnd sanitery conditionms of living, 4s they continue te beoome
better edusated and adapted to their new conditions of life,
“their health and span of life will comtinue to improve., The

. eolored ramce has reslized the importance of education to thelir
"better health snd sre making more effort than ever before, to
advence: The white race has also realized the importance of
Lﬂéérb'héalth and are aiding them in improving it. It takes
mutual sooparation of the two races to gain the best results
and thst mutual cooperation is graduslly coming about through
the Bohools of the state.

- ORIME
Few people in Kanpas have a true ploture of the oriminal
aigu@tggn‘in the Negro race, With all of their education and
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brosdening of soelal view-points, the white group have &
tendeney to loek at one side of the HNegro pieture and forget
tha othex. Without stopping to think whether they are right
or Wrong, the white people say that the colored race is the
main aause of &ll the orime in Kenses, When the colored race
makes up three and one-helf percent of Kansas soolety, it is
tim
oty as & whole.

o. te face the problem of crime and its influence upon soci-

oo Grime. statisties are incomplete ani somewhat unreliable
but those which sre available, will give one a good idea as to
the paxt the Negre plays in Kangas orime. The Negro race has
&.large but not excessive orimingl element, With the excep-
tipn of thefls, the majority of their crimes are committed
againet other Negroes., Negro criminality 1s over emphasized
ngay times by great numbers of unfair and unjust arrests which
are glvem mueh publicity because of race prejudices. WNegroes
are more @8sily found and identified then whites when they oom-
nit an offence. This resulis in s greater percent of convictions
among Negroes. The Negroas are often forced into the most une
desirable parts of the communities and eities which throws them
into eontaet with erime.

Demoorsoy is vitally involved in the successful adjustment
of the legal relations of the two races. The right to a fair
trial by an impartial jury 1s one of the bedrocks upon which
freedom reetss If 1t cannot be preserved when the courts serve
twe reaces, then demooracy itself reasts on quicksand, L(he maw

ohinery of justioce in Kansas is entirely in the hands of the
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white man. He has evolved the court system, he makes the laws
which oourts emforce, he furnlshes the Judges, court offiaers,
and the Juries. It is his great responsibility, in the face
of ‘any pexsoml feelings, to renmder ﬂ:ju,stigb through the courts.
, Megzoes are very seldom convieted unfairly for & orime but
whites are not given the punisiment which they deserve for the
seme crime. Recoxds show that Negroes draw sentences which are
longer and more severe than those drawn by white men for the
same orime. 4. pritical ﬂtudy of prison sentences in Xansas will
prove this statement to be true. Probably no trial judge would
deliherately give & longer sentence to a colored persen then to
& white person yet the fact remains that this has been done
many times in the past. The gemeral education of the Negroes
h,aahrqught them to realize this fact and they are démanding
the Justice which 18 rightly theirs, The pressure of rage preju-
diee and ;]ealf@.u‘sy and the desire of soms classes of white
paople %o explolit, often leads to injustices toward the ﬂegr@.
Great advances have heen made in recent years in eliminating
‘this unfsir treatment but it will take much educating of GeT=
tain olasses of white people before this ean be entirely
eliminated.

The task of preserving law and order may be divided into
two parts. Pirst, eduncation to reduce orime among oertain ir
; m‘eaw»ihle classes of Megroes, Second, education to reduce
the violence and injustice among the ilrresponsible olasses of
white peopls, All the causes of oriminality must unot he put

on the colered people as thers are a great many white people
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in Kanaas who seem ta go out of their way to ocause trouble for
the Negrees. This element must be eliminated hefore the Negroes
will get ‘all the righta which are due them.

s Mémas*@'«e Woofter in his book entitled, The Basis of ‘Ragial

24
snt, i eays that the outstanding causes of Negro orimi

nality may be classified in four groups. PFirst, the Negwo's
raaial haokground; i. e., his lack of adaptation to the codes
and institutions of the white race; second, his migration from
the eun'bryto the oity; third, the adverse eeammi‘e"and living
wn@itmnsﬂuxmuming him; and fourth, feeble-mindedness,
Only-the leat of these is due to inborn traits, The others can

ized by education, painstaking effort %o adjust the
Negre. to Kesnsas life, and humane and moedern administration of
penal institutions. ,
~wi . With these faote in mind, one can see where the Negro -
stands ss'a eriminsl in the minds of Kansas pegple. Sponta
neous and unfair deaisions have often resulted in orimes being
commitied iaagamat innocent Megroes by white people, One of -
the most hideous eoffences against innocent Negroes as well as
guilty ones, 1s the erime of lynohing which is committed in -
the heat of anger and wi‘bhéut stopping to pass judgnent as to
whether it is deserving or not, IFrom the yeay %gaa 1o bhe year
1932, there were fifty~two lynchings in EKansas. O0f this number,

Thomas J, Wooftar. [Lhe Basis of Recisl Adjustment, Ginn
and gé , Boston, New York,(eta.) 1988, B06 pages, Ps LEG.

Negro Yesr Book, L931-5E, pe 293.
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elghteen were colored people., FKansas ranked fourteenth among
the states in the number of lynehings during this perijpds Over
one~third of the hénsimgs were éarried out againsgt the eolored
raeé which makes up lese than four percent of the total popu-
lation'mf Kgnsas. Most lynchings were for the crime of murder
and 1038 than one-fourth of them were for the arime of assails,
The ﬁmﬁher of ocolored oriminals killed in this way is entirely
out of p#oportian to the number of like crimes canimitted by
white pe@plé, This brings out the fact once more that race
prejudice still exists among & certain olass of the white popu~
lation against the colored people. o

~ The Negz;des have & relatively lower parcentage of orime in
Kansas than the emigrant races which come here. The crime rate
is higher in the eities than im the sountry because the eglored
people are thrown into an enviromment whish readily leads to
orime, The oleaning up of city orime reglons and the edusation
of the inhabitants in them is the only method of eliminating
this cx»iminai element. Mmuch is being done &t the present time
to remedy the situation but much still remaind to he dome. In
oxdér to give a definite pioture of the number of Negre immates
in the corrective institutions of Kansas, the writer bas ocom
piled seversl atatistical tablaas :fmm‘the reports of the
institutionss The data in these reports vary somewhat in re-
1liability under the different men in control of the institutions
but taken as & whole, they give an objective view of ths Negro

orime situation ma it exists in XKansas.
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TABLE IX

- NEGRO WQUBN AIMITTED TO THE WOMEN'S*
INDUS%RIAL FARM LANSING KANSAS

1986 | - 674 los 16,6 .

w1928 | o 7es 120 15,7
o8 | 128 - 146 2040
voodesa oo Ty 168 - B,1

"Read table thus: Iu 1928, There were 606 Women 8dnltisd
to tha Women's Industrial Farm. Of this group, 98 or 14.7
gggaggzrwgggiggé?red women., ‘Head in like manner for other

Tahle IZ gives the mumber and percemt of colorsd Women
taken into the Women 8 Industrial Farm but it does not give
tha length of term for whieh they were sentenced.‘ Fer further
informatlen @n this topie, refer to the footnote given at the
bottom of this »page. | |

| In analyzing the data given in Table IX, one can get an

idea of the influence which economic conditions in Kansas has
upon the rate of orime emong Negro women. Boginning with the
report of 1924 the percentage of colored immates deoclined
ateadily as economic conditions improved, In the report of
1950, the percentage of colored immates Jumpea up and continumed
to olimb dufimz the period of the last report. Thism big i@w

orease wﬁa p:pbahly due to the oollapse of good econcmlo

| Biennial Reports Qf the Women's Industrial Fexm, Lensing,
Kangas, 1982~32 inelusive,
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condltions in Kensas, One oan see by the tendeney of increased
orime during periods ef hard 'timea Negro women are not as well

eaueated to meet eomm@mie anngea in life am are the white

women. More aémlt eduea‘tion will tend to eliminate this weake
Eess. R |

In a study made by B, B‘ranklin B'razier,%he found that
111égitima’ce birthe among Negro women in EKansas have remained
abou'b oenstant d.uring recent years, A slight inoreaae is re~
gistered :Eer the peried from 1917 to 1928 but the inorease mnay
be attributed to amore accurate keeping of recorda. Baetter
oducation and more stable living aenditiona will gradually
eliminate this type of offence in Kansas.

?ahle X, page 56 records the number of Negro aonvicts
listed 1n the Kauas State :Eenitentiary at Lansing, In
, analyzing the data given in EL‘able X, the reader must keap in
mind that there: may ba & sllght error in the elassification
of the inmates. Seme of the reperts are not sccurate in
elimina'ting Mexiaans Mulattoes, and other race groupa' from
the Megro group.

Beginning w1'l:h the .year 1863, there was an almost steady
increase ;Ln the percent of WNegroes in the penitentlary up to
the report of 1910, From that year dowan to the xepoxrt of 1932,
there was & rather ateady decrease in the percent of Negro
imetes., IThe percent of Negro irmates is too high in relation

to the pareent of Neg;ro population in EKansas but the fact still

T3 -
‘ Ea B‘Mnklin B’razier. "An inslysie of sta'bimioa on
Negro Illesitimaoy in the United States," in BOOIAL FCROES,

VOla XI No. (Daoemhar 1.938) Pre R49-62,
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TABLE X

NBGRO GONVICTS LISTED IN THE KANSAS*
STATE PRNITENTIARY, LANSING, KANSAS

- Year | Iotal No, Immates | No. Negroes | Percent of Total
1865 45 6 13.9
1868 ‘ . 284 35 14.9
1880 | . 691 111 16.1
- 1881 | - ..900 159 17.7
. l8e8 |- 929 165 16.6
1902 | 1089 299 27,4
1906 |- 12056 364 29.4
1908. 1314 44:6 8442
1910 890 386 56.D
1918 - 909 2en ‘ 36.0
1928 8568 170 19.8
1924 C g8la 182 22.4
1926 982 174 17,8
1928 | 974 146 14.9
1930 . 1080 : 178 16.9
1932 18289 ‘ 214 16.1

‘Read Table thus: In 1863, there wexe 47 immates In Tthe

Kansas venitentiary. Of this group, 6 or 13.9 percent were
Negroes. Read in like manner for olher years.

* ‘
Biennial Reports of the Kenmam State FPenitentlasry,
Lansing, Xansss, 1868 to 1982 with certain reports unsvailables
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remains thet much progress 1s being made in outting down the
eximinal e;lfénent,_among Negraoas, |

. The average age for the immates was approximately twenty-
fivé»yéarq. As bigher education inereases among the Nagroes
of Kansas, more and more of these young men will be found in
the sehools instesd of reaming the streets getting inte trouble.
A frank facing of the ressons for Negroes in the penitentiary,
and ‘then the elimination of these reasons, will gradually feduce
the eolored eriminality to a minimum, %he prison officdals are
daimg’mucﬁ,to e&uaaté the Wegroes by teaching tﬁbm}industries
and tredes while they are in the ingtitutions.

- Teble XJ, page 68, records the number of Negro immates
listed iﬁ,thé Kanpes Stete Industrisl Reformatory at dutehinson,
Inﬁa#alyzing T@ble XI, one finds that it corresponds very
éloaely to Table X fér the immates of the state penitentiary.
The percent of Wegro immates increases somewhat Stegdily during
théffirst few yoars of the twentieth century and then declines
to the present time. The responsibility for most of this dew
cline can be traced directly to more and better edumcation of
the colored ohildien, When one realizes that the average age
for the immates of the institution is between sixteen and
twentywthree years, he can readily see how education is keepimg
themiﬂrﬂm‘bbing thrown inte bad company where there are many
opportunities for oommitting orimes. Intelligent cooperation
on the part of adulte in mociety alang'with the work whioh the
aehbolﬂ,@gb ﬁq?yg;fanﬂ mest of these petty eriminale oan be

eliminated. The chief offences which the immates have been
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TABLE XI

MEGRO INMATES LISTED Iy KANBAS SDATE*
J:mamfmxu chwmomf, mmemmsom, msnﬁs

No, Negroes Peroent of Total

o | No rscord‘ as to color.
J‘hlédé ’;’ ' 1s2 41 22,5
J1903 | 115 | 25 22.6
“:'iéo4"3 176 35 19.8
1905 | 164 30 16,2
1906 189 48 26,4
1907 o1l . g 82,0
1908 | 182 42 23,1
1910 245 49 20. 2
1911 268 63 23.6
1912 259 6 23.0
560 a1 12.7
762 98 12.1
682 86 16,6

1921-28
1923~24
198526 924 106 11.5
192728/ 905 104 10.4
1929-30 980 110 11.2
1931—521”' l@§5 120 11l.4

 Read table thus: In 19Ug, there were lox imabes listed
in the Industrial Reformatery. Of this number, 41 or £8.6
per@emtwwere Negroea. Read in like manner for other years.

it

»g};;ual ama wiemmial ;a emta of the Kangas 8tate Industrial
@ ator  Hutehinson, Kangs 1.8/ _ﬂ m—.ﬁith oertain
reperxs unavailab e
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conviected for in recent years are grani larceny, second degree
forgery, burglary, and second ‘degree burglary. None of these
offences are classified as serious but they will eventually
lead ‘into more -aeridu‘s erimes, Méat of the immates when asked
the reasons for ocommitting their offences gave the answer that
they had had ‘no guidance from their parenmts or had had no par
ents, They had fallen in with bad company which had taught
them to do bad deeds.

TABLE XII

NEGRO IMMATES OF THE BOYS' INDUSTRIAL*
‘ S0HOOL, TOPEKA, KANSAS

.

X_qgg'_ | talNo. i@étqs No. New fexgent of Total
1908-08| 116 B2 26.4
190910 148 | 25 15.5
191218 126 59 51,2
1913-1¢ 168 30 17.9
1918-19| 177 49 87,7
‘1919-20 126 39 20,9
1920-21| 128 28 20,3
1981-22| 140 .20 14.4
198224 226(3 yeer) 64 27,2
| : (period)
1924-26| 294  '' 126 42.9
1926-28 54 - 128 59.5
192035 ges ' 64 24,8

Read table thus: In 1908-09, there wers 116 imates i
the Boye' Industriel Sehool., O0f this number, 38 or 88.4
percent were oolored. Read in like mannexr for other years.

" , :
Reports of the Boys' Industrial Sebool, Topeka, Kansas,
1908"'09 'hO 1R300 _ZO oy d = ;'hn-m-i-c T wm s v il mamnawrwaenr "1 on bl -
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The total number of boys received in the Boys' Industrial
Sehool frem June 6, 1881 to June 30, 1950 was 6211, O0f this
number, 1507 or 24.826 percent were colored. Again the percent
of. Hegre 1nha1zee, runs rather high but still :ar from the high
average that nost people in Kansas have & tendenoy to think,

The wide fluctuations in the percent of Negro imates for
different years may be partly accounted for by insccuracy in
the records which wefe kept, VYarious wardens of the institu-
tion claasified the immates differently for their reports and
‘this faot makes the reports somewhat unreliable, Paken as &
sary eovei-ing a number of years, the reports give a good
ides of the tendency of Negro boys toward crime.

" ne chief owimes for which the boys have been convicted
in recent years are stealing, incorrigibility, auto th’eft,
and delinquency. Most of these erimes are due to bad asso=
ciates and bad enviromment. Improper home conditione or ne
home training at all, is given by most of the beys as the
beginning of their troubles, There has been a very sharp de=
orease in the mumber and percent of colored boys in the
institution during the last few years, ©his can be attri-
buted to better education of colored boys and to better
envir@méntal conditions in the cities where moast of tha boys
are convioted, Kansas has made much progress in the work of
1mpr9v1 the living conditions of its colored citizenm. As
the mase of people become more highly educated, juvenile
delingquency will gradually decreasa,

In MG 1932, there were 174 girls in the Girls'
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&7
Industrial Sehool at Beloit. Of this number, 22 girle or

12.6 péréenf were colored, 1he percent of Negro girls in the
Industriel Sehool is about half of that for the boys. [The

&hié;ﬁ offences of the girle were immorality, incorrigibility,
'déllinqaeﬁéy, and evil assoolates, All of these offences oan
be redﬁéed or eliminated by proper education of the girls and

improvement of their enviremmentsl conditions.

RBLIGION
& pleture of the sooisl status of the Negro in Kansas
would be ineomplete without a view of his rali;giqus life and
the important part which education bhas played in improving it.
In order to get a background for the pilcture of Hegro religien
in Kaunses, a brief table will be givenm to ahow :the religious
pr,o‘g:r:essl ef Wegroes in the United States from 1866 to 1933,

TABLE XIII

RELIGIOUS PROGRESS OF GBGROES IN THE*
UNITED STATES FROM 1866 to 1923

1866 1983 | gain 64 yrs.

Nunker of churches --- 700 48,000 41,300
Gommunioants ~=—m---=~ 600,000 5,000,000 | 4,600,000
Sunday S0N0OLE =~———mw- 1,000 38, 0o
Sunday school pupile - ' 0,000 £, 1.00, 000
Value of ohureh | |
Pr@perty e . e S P . e 8 %l,@OO,GOO @200.000,00@ @198 ’500’000

Heed table Thus: 1n 1866, there were 700 Hegro ohurones -
in the United States. In 1933, there were 42,000 Hegro
ohurches in the United States, This was & gain of 41,300 iegro
chuxrches in 64 years. Read in like manner for other items.

*- , :
Wegro Ye&x Book, 1931-32, p. 118,
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'.t‘ahle JCIH ;shaws what & tremendous gain the colored people
have made :Ln‘their religious life during the lagt sixty~four
years, Lhe ehurch is the most powerful institutiom in Negro
iife_. | ‘A larger proportion of the colored people in Kensas sre
reaehed ‘ny the chu:ceh than by any other institution., wThis
mekes it one 0f the most important means of educating the color-
ed race as & group and especlally those who do not have access
to the sehools. There are hundreds of colored neople in Kensae
who ha.ve never been inside of a modern school building, In
fa.ct the proportion of ehurch membership among Negroes is high-
er than 'bhe proportion emong the white population. The Cangus
of ReL&aua Bodies of 1916 showed that forty-five pereent of

tha tata.l Negre p@pula.'bion in the United States were churoh
members while only thirty-eight peroent of the total white pop-
ulation were church mem'nere.

Education has been carried on through the church heoauée
of the étr:mg gxrip of the religious motive on the emotiomnal
n’atu::‘e‘ of the Negro, The ehurch is not used as a socisl build-
ing for ehuréh, only but it serves as a community center where
the Negro makes many good contacts. Godd speskers are brought
into the churches for the purpose of enlightening and stimue
lating the ocolored members, A large number of community
enterprises originate in the chureh and are carried out by them
for the general growth and dévelppment of society.

28 "
Thomas J. Woofter. DThe Basis of Hacial AdJustment,
Ginn and Ce., New York, Chiocage, (e c'T 1928, 266 pages, p. 218,
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" ohe most importent Negro ohurch denominations are the

Methodist Episeopal Chureh and the Baptist Church. These two.
bodies inolude practically all of the oolored ohurch members.
The" services in the‘laiger organized ehurches of today, are
verﬁ' much confined and well organized. ZEducation has taught
the Negro the foolishness and inadequacy of the old type of
hysteriocal serviece whioch was echaracterized by moaning, shout=
ing, shaking of the body, Jumping and rolling on the floor.
fhe only Negre churches in which this type of service is found
today are those which are built up and organized arcund in-
dividual preachers or leaders who split away from the other
churehes, This type of congregation is slowly giving ground
before the advance of better educated preachers and people who
have learned the meamning of religion and selfwcontrol,

Most of the important Negroe churches in Kansas have adop~
ted a definite educationsal pblicy. This educational policy |
aenbraces noet only the Sunday schoel but alse eontributes to
the support of deneminational schools, Many of the denemin-
ational schools and eorrective institutions in Kanseas, are
supported almost entirely by church contributions. The teach~
ing of morality and the value of cultural development by the
churehes has gone far in raising the educational and social
levels of the eolored people in Kansas,

The schools are realizing the value of churches as eduw
ocationsel institutions and are coeperating with then in order
to reach a greater percent of the colored population, By

combining the teaching of the churches and the schools, the
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Negro is slowly bpt steadily raising his social standing in
Kaneas, His cenditions of health are improving and his
oriminsl records are deolining., He is being recognized as
a definite part of society and is being given a place in it.



CHAPTER V

ECONOMIQ, INDUSTRIAL, AND POLITICAL STATUS

- The sconemie atatus of the Negro in Kaneaa is much more
stahle than it is in many other states of the Union. The
stability is caused by more Negroes having permanent homes,
steady Jobs, and better education, The Negroes are learning
to adjust themselves to their economic needs but they still
havé a long way to progress before their economic position
will Ee gecur e.

The Negro lives mnearer the margin eof econemic sesurity
than the white man, consequently fluotuations in employment
amﬂ‘wa@es affeet him more readily and more severely tham they
do the white man, Any type of economie 'depressian causes 8
larger percent of Negroes to be out of work than white men.
As rlo“ng a8 soocliety 'pregresaas in a certain set system, the
colored peréen lives with very little worry but as soon as
some change comes up which demands that he readjust his meth-
od of living, he 18 unable to meet the si‘tﬁation. He finds
himgelf out 61’ his customary routine of living and unable to
meintain hié economic standards until a resdjustment can be
made.

The economic progress of the Negroes in the United States
h)aa been very great during recent years, Teble XIV, page 66,
gives & brief pleture of their general economlc progress dur-

ing the laet 64 years.
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ECONOMIC PROGRESS OF NEGROES (N THE*

UNITED STATES FRQM 1866 TC 19280

1920
750,000
1,000,000

70,000

$2, 600,000,000

1866
Homes owned .« . 12,000
 Ferms eparated . 20,000
Businesses
eonducted , , £,100

Wealth accum - ‘

“wlated .+ . ¢ «|{$20,000,000

| Read table thus: im 186

by Negroes in the United Stat
homes owned by Negroez in the

cresase of 738,000 homes owned by Negroes during &

Q8. ‘ ‘
United States.

Gain 64 yrs.
738,000
980,000

67,900

$2, 680,000,000

&, Thera were 1,000 hobes owmad
In 1930, there were 750,000

This was ag in-
yeriod of

64 years, Read in like manner for other iteme in table,

Yo statistics are availlable as to the number of coloresd

people in Xansas who have bank aceounts but in talking with

eoclorad people and with bankers, one finds that a very small

percent of the colored population put money in the banks,

The tendeney not to save money may be accounted for in three

wayé. The first reason is that the average colored person

1ives a "happy-go-lucky" type of 1ife, 4s long as he has a

dollar he is willing to spend it and let tomorrow take care

Qf 1tself.

The second reasoun is that very few of the celored

people hold positions which pay enough wages for them to save

large asmounts of money,

Their jobs are much more lrregular

than those o0f the white men s¢ they need thelr surplus to

W

Negro Yesmr Book, 1931-38, p. 118.
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take care of them while they are out of work, The third
resson for their fajlure to save money is the fact that most
colored people are willing to share their money with their
friends and relatives. Many colored people have hoen aon-

sidered wealthy at one time while at & later time they have

been without funds because they shared their money with their
friends and relatives, Dhese traits of the colored people
keep them ®o nesr the ecomomic margin that they have mno re~
serve upon which to draw in cass of need,

o+ The econgmic status of the Negro affects the other sides
of his-lifa. ‘Mueh of the Negro's low educational standard

cen be traced to his unstable economic position, He 18 unw
sble t0 pay for education and for that reason, large mmbers
of ecolored children stay out of school in order to work for
a living., Kansas is helping this situation by requiring all
children baetween certaln ages to attend school. Tha_ ghildren
'ara teken in te the publie sohools, giwen & free education,
and as & result, they will be better fitted to meet their ee-
onomic problems,

Although the death rate for Negroes in Kansas has oontin~
ued ‘to dacline, there are still a great many deaths due to
lack of Food and shelter. Many deaths can be traced to the
poor sconemie conditioms under whioh some of the colered
people 1ive. A great deal of the illegitimaoy smong the color=
od race may he traced directly to their econemio oonditiona,

They do not have enough money to ¢eyry on & legel married life,
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Many petty erimes are committed under the direct wrge of
necasalty. |

Bven with the many we;akneases which s8till need to be
corrected in the economie life of the Negro, he is making
great progress inm Kansas, The schools are rapidly training
the colored hoys and girls to realize their economioc wesk-
nessges and how to meet them. WNew leaders are arising among
the colored population and these leaders are truly eduoated
men with seientifically trained minds, General education is
inereasing for the mass of colored people while more and more
of thenx are attending colleges and universities, The ocolored
people are learning to adjust themselves te their urban 1liv-
ing eomditions. Wide spread circulation of Negro pspers and
magazines gives them a broader outlook on economic conditions.

A’b the present, the colored peeple are more optomistie
than the white people over the economio conditiomns of EKansas,
The colored pecpls say that the hard times are pulling them
togather, teaching them thrift, cooperation, and causing the
white amd the coleored races to draw closer together., Negroes
are heing accepted and treated more courteously in trains,
stores, restaurants, and schoola. The white people are real-
izing the value of Negro trade and are welcmming his husigess.
The two races are working side by side in many enterprises
which they never entered into befure., Whether the relations
will be permanent, time will tell But st .the_ present time
the economic standards of the colored race amd the white race

&re more nearly on the seame level than they have ever been in
the pagt,



69

* ‘There 18 & new element entering inte the 1ife of the
Negro 1n recent years which is having a great de'ai of influw
ence upon his economic status, This element is the mulattoes

who -are hecoming more amd more mumerous in soclety., Tha.

uzatdt 18° & orose between the white race and the colered
race, - He Beems te be graduslly dominsting the economie life
of the full~blooded Negroes, "
' rey made of the United Stateﬂ,%E. B. Rauter
‘found thetiof 9,178 Negro students in institutions of higher

learning, W,56% or 82,5 percent were mulattoes. Alge, 1,608

CoIne su

‘who were classed as "oolored" were net necessarily ful

l-blood~
‘od - Hegroess = Among 55 :ﬁﬁgxa_ﬂmimstera of prominence, only 96
‘were considered full~bleoded Negroes and 485 were kuown %o he
mulattoes. = The mulattees are having a great i«,n;:ﬂlguen@e upon
‘the position of the Negroes in socisty, They are cooperating
‘with certain alasses of white people for the purpose of hold~
ing the Negro down, The mulattoes have come to hold a slight-
ly higher social end economle standing in society than the
lmegro and ae a result the Negro's progreas has been retarded,
K"‘The hiulatta is given socisl, eduaational and econmomic pre=
’ilfaranoe over the full-blooded Hegro., |

N The white people who help to retard the econgmic progress
kaf fha .Negm may be divided into two olasses, The firset

halasa :Le m.ade up of those people who in various ways e:x:ploit

: A. He Mampn. "Raalal Intagri.w of the Amerioan
Negrm" :Ln mmn OQN!DWPQWX REVJ:EW 144:681-98, (Nov., 1%0)

.
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the Negre for their immediate pleasure or pxofit and without
regard for the higher or ultimate interests of &ither race,
The second olasa is that which under the guise of helpfulness
%o the coleyed race, hdbituslly acoepts the mulatto element
and agsists it into positions of leadership., Thus the Negro
race 18 diseredited by those which make up a baser element of
8 more fortunately situated race, and with little endeavor:.by
anyone to bring the sharaster or the intelligence of eithar
race to hear directly and energetically upon the situation.

7 The ronly solutian for the improvement ef the ecomemic
1ife of the Negro is b:éader and more goneral educatloen,
Kansgs is papidly eduecating the Negro on econemie problems
gnd as & weault of this educatiom, the Negro's economioc po=
sition has become more stable, he is beeominé'more ahle to.
take care of himself financially, amd to provide the necesw
gities of 1ife,

INDUSHERIAL STATUS
The Kansas Yegro bhes found himself getting along muah

hetter in indusnry during recent years than ever befare. Due
to his adauahment to the lndustrial conditions of Kansas and
due ﬁo his grester education, he is becoming morae astable in
1ﬁdﬁ§f£y. He 1s ogoperating with the white rece and working
ﬂida by siae with the white laborers.

h There are several diffioculties facing the Nagra in indus-
try. Among these difficultles are race prejudicae, lower wages
than white workers, more diffioult Jobs when doing plece work,

inahility to gein mccess to some of the hetter trades, and
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laber unions offen diserimineting sgainet him, Rage pre=
Judices are being rapidly elimiusted by edusation of both
the white race amd the colored race. Race prejnudices are mot
as prongunged in Kemaas industries as they are in the othery
horder. states in the Unloms - . .

+The.govermment 48 doing much te eliminate wage diBoxime

1,/,,,;,&,,ti0n between . the WG races., Men.of both groups are baing

hired for the ssme Jobs and given the same wages, That oreates

& moxye mutual .feeling between the twe .groups and makes industry

more stable, The ides of givipg the colowed man the harder
Job is mot being applied by the hetter olass of emplayexs.
The laborews axe given the same type of work and then both
gmume -ape expected to do the work &8 they have agreed Vo de
= o o 4ne eelered people have been forased oul of gextain typea
of businesses such as barber shops, ¢atering estahlisiments,
vegtaurants, and ether similar types of businesmea, [They are
d..out by unfeir mesns but by appliocation of
1 ability, more caplital, and by race pre=

;udiaas and diaeriminationa. The white peeple do mot trade
with the colored business men 8¢ moet of the businesses atill
meintained by colored men are patronlzed by Hegroas,

\bout seven out of ten Negrpes are still engaged in .

donestic and persemal service, Negroes £ill most rapldly, the
aami-d,omeatio oooupatians a8 jJanitors, porters, saweepers, &and
B0 fwth. Negcro wmnen are engaged almost entirely in domestie

and personal serviece Jobs suok &g ohsmber maida in hotels,
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workers in launderies, and slevator attendants, They also
oocupy many berder line Jobs between demestic and industrial
labor.

' The Hational Negro Business League made & survey of Negro
business enterprises in thirty-thres aities in 1938.8 of
2,767 enterprises studied, grosery stores represented 19 per=
eent; barber shops 14 percent; cleaning, pressing, and tailor-
ing ‘establisiments 11.8 percent; restsurants 11 percent; drug
stores, auto mechanies and service tied with 6 percemt each,

: Kew buslnesses have sprung up for the Negro. He is tak
jng an aetive part in banks, insurance oompanies, newspapers,
and resl estate Wusiness. Prejudices against the o0ld business~
98 holped the new ones., As the Negro becomes better educated,
he cooperates with other Negro husiness men and the business
unions give him more recognitions There were tem local busi-
ness leagues for Negroes in;Kanﬂaérin 1919, At the present
time there are three ways in whieh the unions deal with colored
labor. The Negxoes are organized into separate subordinate
local unions, into sepsrate eoordisnate leeal unions, or they
are ineluded in the same local unions with the white men.
Mogt of the labor unions in Kansas, inoclude the Negre in their
organizafiona.

Adjustment of the Negro and orgenlzed labor is one of the

mopt important phases of race relations because some of the

Yoar Book, 186L-38, 7e 165
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mosat viglent race friotion arises from economic contasts,
eapecially during perieds of unemployment. During suoh periw
ods the Negro is the target for the Jealousy of the white man
~out of work. The idle Hegro is the scape-goat for orime‘in

tys 4.great deal of strife and even riots have
‘-“"eaulm@ 4n bthe eities because employers have laid off Kegroes
‘wegardless of senlerity end also because employers have Te-

tained. some Negyoes whe had seniority rights,

v Teken as.a whele, the Negroes are much more desirable as

shan the new immigrents who are umable te speak ¥ng-

lsborers
lish or adapt themselves to the ways of industry, Many
organizatieons jueluding the United States Department of Labor,
are rendering valuable service in keeping proper relations
between the ¢olored and the white laberers. The task of ad-
Justing the éal@r’rad labor EP-PPI.V to Kansas industry is one of
80 many complications and such vast scope that it demands the
full &and intelligent cooperation of all agencies, vfade:cal.
atate, and lescal.

Aooording to the Fifteenth Cemsus of the United States,

whare R 66,143 Negroes in Kansas in 1930, ten'yaara of age
o Wen.?%m this group, 30,287 or 54.9 percent were gaine
fully ocoupled. There were 28,400 colored males ten years of
age and ever, Qf that grouwp, 21,977 or 77.4 percent were
gainfully oooupied. There were 26,738 colored females ten

. Iﬁ fheenth Gea gus of the United S8tates. Vol. V, p. 101l-2,
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years. of age and over. Of that group, 8,810.0r 8l.1 percent

wore gainfully oecupled. The figures show that over twice as
large & percent 6£ Segro men were occupied than Kegro women.

The lack of employment accounts for & grest amount of the in-
ereased delinguenay among colered women in Kansas.

ﬂ.‘here ‘are & large number of Negro farmers in Kansas., In
'ies,m%uere were 1,036 colored farm operators owning 157,126
aores of land in Kaaé. In 1920, there were 1,238 colored
farm operators owning 189,065 sares of land in Kansas. #{he
value of the lamd and buildings in 1930 was §$6,6568,685, while
4in 1920 the Negro farm land and bulldings were valued at
$10, V\EVB,Q’?B.%Govermnent atatisticas show that the number of
‘lire‘,:grﬂo»famem‘s in Ksnsas has decreased during recent years.

At the same time the value of their land and buildings has
decreagsed. The land which the ocolored fermers own has & value
of §64.22 per aocre. About 89.8 percent of their farxm lani is
farmed while the average size of the Negro fsrm is less than
that of the white farmer.

The decrease of Nagro farm owners in Kansas during recent
years may be traced to their economic ooenditions. The Negroes
live olose tp their economic margin and are unable to withw
stand a depressien, They can survive om their farms under

ordinsry conditions but as soon as they are forced to meet an

| 511§§,g 12
o hid, Ps 92
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esonemic ‘ehange they are unable to face the gltuation, The
federal govermment is helpihg the Negro farmers of Xansas to
meet the adverse conditions which they have had to face in
recent years. The govermment is leaning the eolored farmers
money “the same as it 18 doing for the white farmers, The
Faderal Land Benk at Wiohite has made many loans to oolored
farm operators.

The Negro is ocoming out of the present industrial corisis
a-better and wiser industrisl worker. William Plickens in an
srticle entlitled "I R A: Negro Removal Act?" stated blat the
N 'R & program raised f'bhaéswases and as a nes&lt, many Negroes
were foreed out of work, In some places employers gave the
Negro'less wages than tha white man and still displayed the
Blue HBagle. Thousands of Negro porters, janitors, elevator
men, messengers, and drivers were forded out of work beeause
employers hired white men when they had to pay the same wages
to both groups, Frioction has been created over work, wages,
distiibution of relief funds and jobs so it will be impossible
to tell for some time how the Negro came out of the latest eow
onomie &nd industrisl struggle., As industrial conditions im-
pr@vaitha‘ﬂegp@ will be the last group back to normsl as the&
are the .farthest down the scale., The only hope for the Negro
to gain an equal industrial standing with bthe white man of

Kanges is to continue his educetion to the point where he oan

" -
William Pigkens., ™N R A: Negro Removal Aot?"; in
WORLD TGMORROW, 16:520-40. (8epts 28, 198%) -
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demand an: equal standing and then malntain it,

POLITICAL STATUS

The laws of the United Sfetes and the lawe of Kansas give
8a8, @Qe ,ﬁ;qmteenth Amendment to the conatitution of the
United States made the Negro & oitizen, while the Fifteenth
émgndment gave him the right to vote. No legal dimcrimination
can be made against the Negro regarding his pesition in the
;g.gl;hticgl, life of XKaeneas, He has the right te vote, hold
,qf:ﬁiq,e y.,and take part in,pelitiecal queétions of all types.
... there has been & steady inorease in the number of eligi-
t;;q HNegra voters in Kangas, MAccording to the United States
Cengus Bepoxts in 1910 there were 32,877 colored pecple of
voting age whioch made up 2.5 pereén’t of the total voters in
Kansag. In 1980, there were 37,010 Negroes of voting age and
tpe,y mede up 3.7 percent of the total number of eitizens eliw-
gible to vote in Kansas., In 19‘5;(.), there were 42,964 Negroes
of voting age and they made up 3.8 percent of the total number
of people of veting age in Kanses. The steady lncrease in
the number of colored voters indicates that the colored race
is beooming more and more important in Kensas govermment,
They are ocasting enough votes in some localities to determine
which candidate shall be eleoted. Thgix newspapers and orgen-
izations are playing‘an‘important part in political &isoussiong.

There are four Wegro owned newspapers in Kensas whioh

play an iniportant part in influencing Negro politiocal 1lfe,
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They are "The Yopeka Plaindealer™ at Topeke; the "Kansas City
Advooate?ngt,xangas?Qity;'"The‘m;gro Star" at Wicﬂita; and
ﬁ?@gquﬁéquillévﬁlgbe?atacoffeyville. éheae four newspapers
&gﬁ;ﬁmiﬁQVQu;té largel§ how Negro votes are cast in Kansas
elaetiens. ", |

. The Negroes in Kensae have made few attempts to hold
political effices4 They have taken an active part in voting
fam eertain white candidates but have seldom attempted to

- win an affiee. In the ggg;*‘iqgg Book, 19&l-%2, Negroes werse
l%g#gqiaq,hqlding four polifical positions in Kansas, A
Negro was eppointed as County Lreasurer of Shawnee County,
6#;1w§é assistent health @irector of Kensas City, one was an
éiférnafe to the 1928 Republican Convention, and one was an
alternate et large to the 1928 Republican Convention, ¥ive
cities in Kansas Topeka, Coffeyville, EKansas City, Bmperia,
&gd‘Wlahita,have one or mere legro policemen. HNegroes are
#époinxed to some minor oity offices but coﬁsiaering the. polét-
ioal aatnup as & whole, the egroes take very little part in
the politioal life of Kansas excapt to exereise their voting

POWeX.




CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY

In concluding this study of the educationsl status of the
Negro in Kensas the writer will sum up briefly the main facts
whieh have been brought out. | |

| ‘There has been & steady increase in HWegro population in
Kansas since‘1860. The largest megrp migration to Kansas ceame
during thé“yeér 1879 wheﬁ_the great Negro migratidn was in
011 swing fron the Southern States .to the,ﬁbrthern and Weat-
ern States} Most of the Negro population lives in the
| eastern balf of Xanssas, eapeclally in the city and urban ais-
triets. Seven and seven-tenths percent of the colored:
pOpulation lives in the rural dletriets.
| The prohlem of Negro education is & decidedly urban one

becsuse of the large percent of colored pepulation l;ving in
urban diatric%s. The eolored children and the white children
heve the same legal rights in the sohools of Kensss. The '
arrangihg’énd agsigning of Negro students in the achoeis rests
with the sechool board as long as the beafd does not meke dis-
orininations which are ageingt the laws of the atate, |

There are two special Negro sehools in Kensas which are-:
given state suppoit. They are "The Kansas Voocational Sehoolm
located at Topeka and "Western Gniveraity" located in Xansas
Oity.‘ Most of the eolared children in Kaisas'atfend the same
aehoola with the white children,

Aaoording to the United States Census Reporta, 1930,

there wers 18,198 Negro children in Kansas between the ages
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of five and twenty years. Seventy~three and seven-tenths
percent of that group were in school, There was lems than
one perecent di‘fferenee betwaen the percent of colored ohilde
ror of school age attending sohool and the percent of white
ehildren of seheol age attending scheoel. The percent of
sechool attendance is slightly higher for girls than for boys.
fhere hes heen & steady inorease in the number of colored
students attending institutions of higher learning,

There is very, little attempt made to segregate the color-
ed children from the white children in Kansas schools, The
Negro problem is importent only in the larger cities .and they
have had very little difficulty in handling it., Separate
Negro sohools have been set up in some of the larger cities
and they have faken care of the large groups of colored child-
ren, The amailex: gitiez and rursl communities have ignored
the guestion and placed the twe groups of students together,

I1literacy among Negroes has dropped from 44 percent in
1870 to 1%7.2 percent in 1930, (Teble VII, page 33) This fact
gives an ides of how general HNegro education bas hecome in
Kangas, With the deecrease in legre 111iteiaéy the Negro's
socigl status hes been improved.

Rage prejudices are becoming less pronounced each year.
General educatiom of both the white amd the Negro race has
improved their social relations very much, JNegre health hag
been jmpreved until he is better off in many of the diseases
then the white man. The Negro's life span has been lengthw
ened from thirty«three years to forty-five years sinoce 1900,

i
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Ha lives under more sanitary oconditions and has less slokness
during his life time. |

Ihere axre comparatively few Negroes in Ksnges institue
t;;ons for mental diseases., This is accounted for pértly
hecausa ﬂegrqes &ld eaeh other in taking care of those who
are mentally diseased instead of sending them to institutions,
.Alsa many Hegroes are kept out of institutions because of
race projudice and lack of interest on the part of health ine
gpectors. There are quite a large mumber of homes and
institutions in Kensas which are fexr Hegroes or whiech admit
Negroas,

- Hegroes have & large but not excessive criminal elenent
in Kansas., A greater percent of Negroes are caught and con.-
victed for crimes as they are mora easily apprehended and
identified than white eriminals. A4 Negro generally receives
a longer sentence for & orime than & whife man receives for
the same erime, In the institutions for eriminal offenders

in Kansa&s, there is a larger percent of solored 'in.ma.tea than
white immates in proportion to the total colored aﬁd total
white population in the state. KEven though the percent of
colored immates is too high it has been reduced very much in
recent years through greater education of the colored race,
Negro religion is taking & big part in the education of
the oolored race, A larger percaent of the colored peocple
attend church, than attend aohol so the ohurehes are becoming
important aa educational oenters, Negro relligion has beoome

much more refined and edncational in reocent years through
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better educated preachers and moxre intelligent congregations.
The schaools and churches are cooperating with each other in
‘order to inerease the educational advantages for the colored
people of the state,

The econecmic status of the Negro has been greatly ime
proved in recent years. The Negro lives a more stabla life,
is more ineclined to own property and accumulate wealth., He
is not living as near the economic margin as he has in the
rast and 88 a result he 1is more able to take care of himself
during periods of economio depressiomn. His plaee in industry
is more stable, he 18 being recognized by the labor unions,
and he hes entered new fields of business &nd is mekihg pro-
gress in cempebtition with others in the same fields, Whe
Négr@ hﬁs his own business leagues and organizations and is
heginning te rely upen his own initiative for induatrial BUG~
cess.

Beyond exercising his right to vote the Negro has taken
very little part in the political life of Kausas, He has
held a few-mﬁnor offices but has made no attempts to hold the
more important offices. The Negro has the same legal rightis
&8s the white man in Xansas but for various reasons such as
race prejudice, he has falled to exercise many of these
rights up to the present time, As the Negro continues to
become better educated he will take a more aotive part im
&8ll phases of Kansag society. He will be recognized by
gsoeliety and given the proper position which he rightfully

deserves in the life of Kansas,
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13. -

Teschers, Gities of the First
Claga, 24, 25.

Teachers, Cities of the Becond
Glass, 24, 26.

Teachers, College, 19.

Teaghera, Elementary, 19, 24,
2b.

Teschers, Junior High Sohool,
19, 24, 2b.

Teaahers, Kindergarten, 24,
25.

Teachers, Men, 19, 20, &6,

Teachers, Parochial Sohool, 84,



Teachers, Private School, 24.

Teachers, Semior High School,
19, 23, 24.

Teachers, Women, 19, 20, 25.

The Kansas Vooational Sehool,

Topeka, 8, 77.

Tuberculoais, 4L, 47.
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