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CBJ.P~ER I 

INTR,ODU091ION 

PURPOSE OF S~UDY 

!ehe main purpose of this s1md, is to set up a :pioture of 

the eduQat10nal status of the Negro in Kansas at the present 

V~e. ~he writer intents to skow the position whieh the Negro 

40148 1~ the educational syst~ of Kansas and how this eduoa­

tion has affeete4 his Booial, economio, industrial. and 
i! 

political life. There is na tntention to attanpt to set~le 

the race question nor is the writer attwnpting to make any 

predietiens as to thefr,~.!able tre:ra8l< ef events in the future. 

He is"m,e:tet'itsJ*ngtop:r:es'fJnt tAa :Baets as thelsxist {iSQ 

tut¢,IQ~Jt~ ,l\d~ beth the· c01o:redrae:e a:nd' t.ll1ew!U te;»a.e8 in 

Xansas. may see the situation as it now eXists a~d be ~etter 

~.ijared to~eet iti 

.AS a m,6:'rte< elL' lesQ)S8~On.dui~ J!iw]jCl)se of th:Ls S~114fj 1..0 is 

lO]l'edtJilSt it.aEJ two grou~s maw metter realizetIiieir 1relatian..; 

ships with each other ancltheim]?ortant :plaoe which edueation 
'1'(['
i),: <,;'",',) 

has 1~making. these relations be of the best type. T~e color­

ed people and the white people are living together in the 

same oomm1ll.Ilities and must continue to do so. whioh makes a 
":J ~H' ",,:'k:',-" 

wa.iveJi;'s.l ellucation and 1.1nClerstanding E+11 the more neoessary• 
.~:/;..~ 

It is ho:ped that this study will be uauable in that it 

brings together tn one short volume, a large amount of 1ufor­

mation and data. w.hieh has been soattered out in various books. 

artic~~., and suxyeys. 

As far as the writer has been able to determine, there 

have been no ~revious attempts in Kansas to colleot and 



2 

analyze data en the Negro briefly. Various statements have been 

madle in widely soattered artioles and texts about the .Negro in 

Kansas but no oolleotions o£ these faots have been attanpted. 

Studies of this type .have been made in sema ather states but 

they have been o0n£iIled to the states of the South where the 

situatiaD. is entire~y different. Kansas is a border state in 

Hegre papuJ.ation and this faot must be kept in mind waile 8XJa... 

lyzing the Hegro situation. 

METHOD OF F~OCEDURE 

In ~~piliag and making this study, the writer has used 

the aistorilllal method a£ appre8oh. whioh reports wba t is found 

to be the faots and leaves to the reader to deoide whether tae 

faots are gomd or bad, high or low, superior or inferior. .All 

available souroes of informatia_ on the ~egro in Kansas sinoe 

1660 have been s1iu.died in oolleoting material for this study. 

SeliJIUUi8. OF :nAmA 

The data fer this study have been oellieeted mainly fram 

the fell ow!agnamecii SQuroes ~ 

(1)	 'Yearly reports af the state Depariment Glf Eduoation. 

(2)	 Reports of the United States Oensus Bureau. 

(3)	 Reparts of the state lnsti~tions af Kansas, suoh as 

the state oolleges, state institutions for oriminals, 

and state hospitals for defeotives. 

(4)	 General text books whioh deal with all phases of ~·egra 

11fe. 
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(8)	 ,Artioles onHlgrG life and eduoation in ourrent 

periedl1os.1si' 

(,6), ,;Direot ebservatieD ant OGlltaet with .Negroes inseaool 

';)8846811.y life. 

tl_e tabl,.s;.}wniOhare US84.. havebiee:mas8E1D1Dlect freIIla 

11/,1',i.' .D:mnller of souoas ani put into, a o0mpaot form so they 

may be !imitlll!:.i.'£"eai11i1'i~o1iJlilids.J!l:dud$rs teed. 

LEMlfATIONS OF ,THE 82UDY 

There are several faotors whlch tend to limit this type 

of study i:m Xallsas and tCil affect its, re118b111tyto some ex­, 

tent. First smongthese is the 'faot that many of the i;nstit.. , 

utions in Xansas fail to keep 'separate reoords of the Negrees
~J ,'" )(:1 !",'i' 

whioh are oonneoted with them. Another Is the fact that where 

reoorda are kept, they fa.11 to, dlsti~iBh betwee:a Ne~~~i~" 
r.,'	 . 

Mulattoes, Mexioa.ns" aniet.ner gI"QUps of peO:J;lle. ~hey t8~8 
'j	 ., '"., /I. 

all of these classes 1:mte one group a.n.d. this in~ali~te.~.the8e 

reoQrds for the p1;1Xpese of s~i~y1:o.g the Negro. .A:l.S.O'i.~!~:r.w 

rS];lorts and reeords are pa.rti~lly 'Ilnre11able because the person. 

or persons"respone1~le for m~!ng tham o~t. a~it p~eJudioe in. 

stating faQts as t,b,eyexiat. 

O;iGANll.A.TmOili O'GRAPfBaS 

te•• ~iMJt.IrS $fth4.liI,sbidLifj.u~•• ~'e••m-ga-nilei :1.... 

ohronelogiaal order with attent1aD. foo1,lsei QE. the present. 

Obapter II deals with the growth of Negro population in 

xa~aa frma 1860 down to the present. fhis Serves as a ~aak­

groUd or 'basis -apon whioh many of the teats and oonolusions 



are set up fCllr observation. 

Chapter III take"ii ilj>.t'!a.a ai'\.taatlba of the Hegre. his lagal 

statuLs .i).:.1#});e SO:kCllG!I.§Ii:: gr ewta. and; l!leve1opmen t e;f 11[agr0 seho 01a, 

l:Qo.'!iaset· 8u(i)llmemt aai attEllld:aIlee, sapsgation. in. SQhli)ele. 

imiiia8 1~lue:m.~.ee.iueat.o~pgl.hu!!.dincleoreas1m.g,.Negro111j,t­

it'ao:,. 

;;,'CJUll.~.\i!I:li1: I~1lir'_~L~t~'Jle se,e,ia.!. status of the .MagrI!> i,:a;t'.e"" 

l'~.U!)' t() atii/J.cU'. t£jpE.i !l?kl;S eUp'er ~1i)alu4es;a tiisousa1on.of 

:paoe J!'8 ju.Ciliie.'IHtgiJ llIiee.lt11. o~iat'$ II re=Lig1011', andtAe: 1n:Llileno e 

'8G1.it1JISt&·~ll !lttSr$:,aadJ!' ea.. ea(ishef tJleS$,. 

Q:ti;p\'!~i"!!ii(%<y4ea.E1 .'t-m.!tke bl'e,gr' ~!·s ~0Jl)n\l)m10. int'S:l1stw1$.:1., 

iail!li4 sl(a1.a.i1!!!!j a~atus. 'lL'he ehaJiltEl:t' attel!RJl"t~s t!~ show hCllwthe NegrI!> 

's,'t;a:adJa finana1a.l1w- 1noGmparise:m. with the rest orfEl.eeiet"" ,,:m.ti 

4u.st wh.t;\t his liv1;e.g een<!li.t1ons &li1d eoenomie aitllatieaie 150­

\I.$.U•..... It b:riaglil aut tke 1:nauatr1es a:nd eooupa tiot1,s in Which 

tlae l[$,grll>~$'wenlag.e't:ah4 i1'illd10.~i$l$t.h:e oE.eet:ms.t ia;reepen. to 

i&1.$. t,tatt:-.,tsif::\tli} shew wa$rliJ eill:Qi0.atd.~;a ~a P1i1't 1Ua.e .el.a~ie ~e 

t~~as". In<!llliE!$:t':i.<i,S andf)o()upatiGlQ1~a~a0!eneerl\ad. 1, is_S up 

tae. pollit;io's"l!:etat'U.l3olfii the ~egm-:e: w!ta em.ptIaSia U;PCll!l!li' Ai.$· legal 

:right: 'tl'er v!ete.~Qld 0:ffio$, Silaci. take [Dar.t ilil. tlaie g.overtimeat ef 

alliS $tat19 and ..t:1o•• 

,eapt,er', YI sums up the :faotEl which have been presented 

in thee1f'.!tt oUjpt'ers Sl1iQ8WB $"_a ge11le1?al aonolusieD.s. 



OHAP~:ma II 

nS~oIt"la.na dlsa.eltee as till 'wl!1en the first IHjel!llJes were 

l:l:J!l!Gu.glt to ihe a·eE.1i1:aent of America. Some writare say that 

Columbus had .Negroes with h:1.r.Q.when he disoovered Amerioa. 

Other wri tel"s maintaintfla,t t~e f:l.~st .Neg+oes w~ra brought 

1 0.. Ama,1:..1.~a. bYc •.lat e;r:.JI;p.q,:pish ...e.x»la.;r:ere.. It .1eq;l.1i.t l;l()Ommonly 

ape;.8 '" t":~:.;tJ'iJ.ej;f;t::ti f.l..tA.e;;"'jj ;'ejllaVes. were b1tclll@;kt····1io'·"ke .Iior tJ:a 

.eri$an oentinentlDy some .ht·o.!p. traders in 1"19. .Beginning 

w!!l,ij this amall'grottp ef twenty oolared men. an indusJry grew 

up cw'h1oh ohangera iI;!J:te whole sooial maka...u.p pi tias U:Q.lted states. 

~;.l'&' slaves we:t.'e j,;[:aported to thQ oolonies an.d added to the 

:n.~a.l inorease at those already here, Inaeomparatively 

sluo:rt time, the~'EJgr!oes were ~eu.nd in all the states of the 

Q~on~ 

As the white 'pepulat1on lIle~ed from the East and 6auth 

aeotie:QElo:t:t:1:J.e, U.1t••d Sta:e.:$to~OOie:NG$!th a.~4Westseotlons. 
. , ~':.: ti"", +, i!'{ "! 

& EIlll$,]Jta, numbter eirthe ·(Hi):L0~ed"~ICi)i>ula·bi~nmov'$aa.ldn.g wita 

themo For aaveral years there wee ver"¥ ~1 ttle 1ndueement for 

the Negr(l)ae to mave aut ef tkeir h.eas in the S01:ltll but as the 

slavery question grew more inteas,e. the ~e6Fo popustion began 

to spread out •. 

The first free Negro WQS bro~ght to the territory of 

Kansas in 1856. ,Three brothers t Wi~11am. E4m1.Uld, and. George 

R~sa brC)ught the .N~~o to LeWrenQe ap"d settled th.ere.. There 

is no IXEJ.ot,,eoo,(i. \11£ 'the neg;Q1il pCi)pulat;1on 1nh:!QSas lJefo:r& 

the government oens~ of 1860. ~he oenSU$ of 1860 listed 627 



Negroes in Xansaa out of a total :population of 102.204 ;people. 

The Neg;roes were elass.i.fied. as two of them being slaves and 

625 being free. A oanl?lete reoord of Negro populat1ou in X.n~ 

sas, is glven i:Q. !nable I. 

TAB~ I 

~'Q~WRO:r Q~() ~QPV~~iC)1i lli :KA,iBJa* 

!Cit"1 :N_'be~ .. ot :N'SO~Ui leroent at ~otal l?epti,J.at1~nlea! 

621(2 slaves .6$ 
(6?6 t:ree 

lt3~O 

1~,'70 l'~lOS 4.~ 

18$~ 4i.J.@'1 4.5 

lci'Q; 49. '10 3.5 

3..900 52.003 3.5 

1910 54.050 3.2 

192.0 57.9aG 3.3 

1930 66.344 3.6 

e,:J;"E';) were :Negroes n 
ICau$.s., !II.l\$WI,s. i~ tt t~e :pielli'~e~t of tae 'to,t_+. pepuJ,a tllj)n
of the state. Read 1. 11lJ:e manner for the ether ten yea:r;o
per1eds. . 

BegiiJli., w1t,l;l.tke ERIlall gro~p of 62,7 Neg:roes i:n.xanssa 

1lll lii(,\). the+,e has beenssteadJ 1~orea~e 1111 eQlored population 

'till t, ti:l.Et present tjJn:Eh :C.b.e i.:rAQ:t"eae e may lil etr:aOEtcl by reading 

~a'ble I" !nile 0010:re4 pop'lilla tip1lI, IP.aJtes up between ten and 

f:t.fteen Je:r:~un!l,t of t~e total po;p'Ulat1en of the Uuj,ter;l states, 

~",d. it makes up t,b,xee and oll).e.half p.roeat of the total 
~ C i 

;Q'n11e,l si-tls O'A.US l\epS!j£te. ,;1.8;20 12. 1930. 1:nolus1ve. 

$$. .a . e :u.s: .n • 
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populatiQn of Xaneas .~. 

I~ 18'9, there was a general mov~ent of the Negroes from 

~he pl~ntations of the South to the ,new states west of the 

*1~~t~.iPP1. TA1s ~eveme:D:t _,s probably oaufiJ(~d my orop fail... 

1F~ 8Jad low priees in the South. Ben~am1:n "Pap" Singleton, 

}Vhg looated in }ylo:r:J;is 0011D,t1' t Kansa.~, was oalled the "Father 

of the ~odua~ be~ause hehelpe~ induce the Negroes to move 

t~ "~l1Xll1.1 Ka~a.s"" 

~.b.@ KANSAS Mon~:BLY for '!'pril, 1879 t refers to the move ... 

ment as a st~p~de of the oolered people of the Southern states 

~~tt~war4 and eapeeially to the state of Kansas. The move... 

ment oontinued into 1880. a few oame in 1881 and 1886, Qut it 

:c.ever again reaohed the high tide of 1879. Many dQnationa of 

mo~ey and equ1pment were made by the wbita people to aid the 

.11e~.oes in getting sta.rted to KanS$s. Abc)'llt one-t.b.ird of the 

H.8jPO $S AA,d tea.m.s and wagons for work 0.11 the farm while the 

other two ...thirda leoated in towns andurba:c. d1striots. 

~hese :c.ew settlers spread out over the state rather wide~ 

l1 bu.t th~ larger :nUll1.ber of theJJ"l settled in the eastern half 

q!Xansas where ~hey and their desoe~daats are sti~l oonoeut" 

r'fbed today. Only oae 1mporta.nt set'tlement was made by them in 

the western part of Xaneas. It is the 1ittle town o~ Nloodemus 

in Graham Oounty whioh ~OW has a popUlation of three-hundred 

peeple" 

Outside of a few soattered settlements, there are very few 

~e~oes in the Western half of Kansas today. ~he yn~ted states 

OOMBs ReiHiit of 1950, listed six oounties, OheyeUl1f, 



4.392 were olassed as farmers.
 



Traoing the division of th~ ~8grO population. one oan go 

baqk to the ¥ear 1890 when the federal census first· olassified 

the .Nepo populat:1on in :Kansas. AooQrding to the report of 

1890, there were 2.6,1'70 u:r'ban .Negroes and 21,540 rural l'legroes 

in XansaG. F;~ 8 d1st~1b~t1on of 5.1 percent in tae ur,an dis~ 

triets and 4.3 peroent in the rural districts in 1890, the rU;al 

Negro population has .~ap1dll deoreased while the urban populat~on 

haa rapidly inoreased. ~his ~akes the setting of the Negro 

pop11lat1on today, 8 deoidedly urban ene. The reader mU$t keep 

this flle,t in mind while getting a pioture of the eduol;a.t1onal 

st.ana of t,m,e ;N,~O i~ Kansas. lor, a statistical s"llJIllnary of 

the diVision of Negro population in Kansas aocording t9 urban 

and rural classes. refer to ~abl. II, below. 

TABLE II 

ua:a..u AND RUR.AL NEGRO l'OF'QLATl:ON IN' KANSAS· 

Urban Rural .Pe:r:oent U;roan PerQent ;aural 

l890 28.1VO 21,640 5.1 4.5 

1900 51,763 20,240 6.0 4.0 

1910 36,196 1'7.634 6.7 3.3 

'¥ear 

1920 42,09'7 :1,.6.829 1.3 2.7 

1930 51,2.81 15.063 7.7 2.3 

ee. a e :u.s; :J:), • e;oe were. an 
Negroes in lansae. whioh ~ade up 5.1 peroent of the total 
lITegro populat1on. In the same year. there were 21.540 
rural ~egroes in Kansas. which made ~ 4.3 peroent of the 
total Begro population. Read in like manner ~or other 
ten year periods. 

.. to •• 

~D1t!d states Oensus Reports. 18~O ~ 1950. inolusive. 

I 
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O.RAJ?TER III 

DQitO EDUO.A~IOJi 

JiJ:plG.AL STATUS 

V$;t.y f~equently ill the everyday life of the people of 

Kansas and especially with those who are connected with the 

sskoals. ii.he ctllest10n arises as to what is the legal rights 

af the colored ohildren in the sohools. DOes the Negro .have 

the right to enter any of the sohools or oan some one deoide 

what aoJaools he may enter? What is the law oonoerning the 

segregati.GUlL of White ohildren Bud oolored ohildrenfor edu.... 

eatiQul J_~oses? 

fha w:riter will attempt to oleaX' up these questions by 

quoting ;Er. the l.aws of Ke.nsas and also from the Supreme 

()ourt deoisieE,s whioh have been handed down oonoerning the 

.Negro. 

1
 
Ferso~s entitle! to at~end iistriet sohools.
 

!fae distrlotsohool estalilished under the prGVis1"oIls
of this aot shall at all tbnes he equallJ free and 
acoessable to all the ollildren residents th.erein over 
su and "Q:Il.ie:r: twenty-one years, subjeot, to such regula­
tions as the cl.istrlot b.Qsrd in eaoh distriot may prescribe• 

The members of any distriot board willfully Violating 
any of the provisions of this artiele Or refusing the 
adm1ssie:m,. af any children into the eflmIllOn sohoole. shall 
forfeit to the couuty the s~ of one~hundred dollars for 
every month so offending during which suoh sohools are 
taught. •••• 

And providing further, that the provisions o:f this aot 
shall not ap.ply to ol!fij1ee of. 

" 
the first or seeond olass. 

1 
a.ev1sed st$.tu.tea £! Xa,nsas. 1923, Seo. 72, p. 1107-08. 



2 
J?'U.)~l1,. SQj;$Qtls ~ cities !! the seec:n.d alass. 

Ia eaeh<bll'C, gever:taed by this aet there shall be 
Isi:;ali:Laael.'.acs1stiem $£ free Oommon sQ.hools waiek!, shall 
Ie kept GJila:ra. !Bet leas than three no¥ ll1Qre 'than ten 
m0n~as i. aay OBe year. ani shall De free to all ohildren 
~~8i41~g ins~ch oitW betwaea the ages of five and, twenty­
one yea:r/s. B~t.... 

3' 
e.~iJf Ugh selaools shall De free to all persons ,of 
aelq,l a~e ~a their respective oounties. 

4 
nill~S~hQ~~S in oities .2! the first g,lassa. 

Thf)bC)~+d of eiuoation shall have ~ower to eleot their 
eneffj,ic)elt's. make all neoessary r\lJ.es for the governing
of'the sehfi.l01s of suoh. oity under its oharge and oontrel<. 

'iaDla; ofitke:b!1iII4.1cillnss. sU'b~eet t0the prev1si,ons of this 
aot .~~~.•,. it.a~ laws of this state; to organize. and maintain 
so~C)(.tiLS':fiOt' theellueat10l!lof wa'l teanci oelcu:e;do.e.11ciren, 
inolu:p:ing the high sohoel ,of Xa,ns8s City, Kansas; ne 
ia!lser4J.td.J!l8tllonelll. acoenmt ·ef eoloXl··' s.tmlJ. be m.ade in high
sol1ools, ·exeept as provided herein; to exercise the sole ' 
oon.t~ol D'V"S:r: the pl9.blio so'h0eQ.e andsuok .sah:eel preperty
of sucholtJ; •• • • 

Supreme Oe'\U.'t rUlings on oolored school 8tt$aaa~ee. 
I...:.	 . ". ' "-,'''':,:. ',-,:. :l\ '\ii;." " ," '" :.. .- .-....­ I 

.T1:l,eetatutery aot (Regular Session 72..1'128) prOViding
flll:t separate soaoelsfor white and oolored ohildren in 
oities af the first elass is net invalid. I~ cities of 
1J:he s,eoend class Bei ther the superinteadent. nor bQ8rd of 
eduoation has authe:rity to separate pupils of the Negro 
raoe fre$ those of the white raoe on aooount of race or 
oolor unless soau'b,l:ug,rized bfstatute. Ti).e legislature
,b.e.e not passed enact establishing separate schools for 
the e(luQa1tlo~ o~ ilia wlaite and oolored: Ghiluen and the 
boards of edueatieJ:l of oitiesofthe aecond alaea have 
~e ]lowe!l't ii$"'8ltelt:td:e 0010re4 obJ.ldr,en f;l!ool.s:n., s.0:11001s of 
theal,ty Vla~r,ethere is no reason for their exelllsion 
exee,tmerer!1 i1Jlut t they are oolGred.. 

,:,·JI 
Bev1s~~ §tatutee ~ X$neaa. 1925. '2.1802.3	 . .
 

Laws .2! lSP'. oh. 180. seo. 6, Ma:r:ch 26.
, 
i'Vi:eefl, §H.t~a .2!bnea~. 1923. "12...1'124. 



l>~scr1mins.l1on on ace~)'aB.t of oelo:r: is forbidden by 
statute 1n all high sohools of the state. The oourt 
dalai.1 an 1ajQ()t;4.ll)~, to, ptevtilnt 'thebo&:Jl'ci af edueat10n 
f:rom. ear+yi1ll.gout a~ o:rde;r transff);,;ring 8 oolored p"\1pil 
fll'QI!Il:a SQAQGl maintaine4; ft>'r. white ehiLldrell til) one main­
tained for oolored oh;l.l¢l;;ren. In 1i~e proviaA.ens of. the 
statutes (R. S. 72",,1'724) a bpard of eduQa.tion of the oity 
ll)f the first a·lass· has the ~plled powex- 'and authority to 
eJtpElnd &(;IneY8 rais4td by taxation to pay for the transpor­

!:tat:to1'1 If..e~l&,,"ed ohildren who live remot,e from the 
sekools :prt>vldea fer their use. 

D 
Gl4.tle$ &:f the second class oannot exolude oolere<l 

ehllcB:jell frD seAe Ells. 

ihere .bve lleen ot,b,er supreme oourt oa,ses in Ka,:p.sas oon­

cerning Negro eiue:at1on but the Gnea quoted here will answer 

the a'ODUnonq1lllesti0na wh.iahie'ome ap. Tae'readerl1ua:y refer to 

theJ:;,alVs 8i'mI:i:a:ap.iem.e court rulil1gs for furth.er in:fermatlon on 

the legal status of Negro eduoatien in Kansas • 

.4sfar as the laws $f.lasae are CHvIl:GHtrliled" t.aaBeg:to .haa 

the a.IUI pr!villeges in lallllsassoheola 'as thE! w.b.1 teeh.1lcli The 

&graq,ing a:m.d ass"iping o:ll'BegreslIlI. i_the sc.hl.oGllsrestswitn 

the acheolboard as lang as the board. does not make discrimi­

nations w.hio:h are against the l,f1.wS of the state. 

~:ae,lld.Xl 'bo,get a 8:B.okg:reluul jliliJ?O:a wli.l.1,a.a tQ esse tlle 

Qevelopme.:n.t of I:{;eg..o soheels G.l\l:d adu.ea t;£.,:on lilt Kansas, a 

gene~8J. pietlU"80f the progreSE! of Ne,B=t"(i) ed;ucati on in the 

United Btate,s sa a whole, will 'be bi~is:fUI..7out11ned., 

.... I *... f .... '" 

5 
:abft:l( tilf Ifl(1aIos:ti1on T. T1:nnen, 26 X. 1.16,20. 
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!4J)LJ III 

EDUCA~~ON.A;ti J?~OGIUIl~S p:If QGaQ:slS IN .!IJ~. Uj:U,~;P S~AT~~* 
::-_... -:iii: .. b ••• 

• II J Willi J!q 

1566 Gid,i*6~ n$~ 

1?erQ:eut literate •••• 10 90 ao 
~e~~ols for alSAe:
 

t;-aining '.~!''' •••.''.''.
 15 

St1ld~nts in!>upl1e
 
s()ho~ls • ~ • • • • • • • ••
 100,000 £.258,000 2,18a,OOO 

TesQhere 11'1 all
 
$oh~,ols •• " •••••• ~ 6.00
 

P:roJile,;pt~.,?f: h)f~p.Elr
 
eiueatien ••••• ~ •••
 

Annuale=x::Pfihch1rI:d-ea
 
:to,; a,+l ei1v.cf), tj,on '! t'~·9. 099;,
 

",oJil,nt ~,s.leed b~
 
~e~oes •• '! •• ~ ••• ,,"
 

tad ',e.nus; ;r,l. 1 ii, 1 peree:a 0 he Neg:r:oeliil 
1m the P;~i~'Il:.) S!itP:~".:' ;w ...;t.l;t.:.+"~1aO.l, ~O. ;P!fi)~!~'~p...·,P.~·@".~.·tt.erap~!~, ...
01 them 1'lere literate. !!Jfi.1s was a gs.lnGf Su pereent.:l.ZJ. 
64 Ye~;re. R.'.ad .. . -, f",;..li>r ' ..': ,:: ',- : in. ta'A".:;!.fil,..in. :l..:Uce-".,.Ia$~er Gt.he.riteQl~.". )",',;,. '( ,< -, 

teab1eIL,~ ~.$\.1Q?"" )r.:l.ElflJ. tA~ e~l~,Qatio.~l progress 

wh.:l.Qh the Ne,groes in the U~lted states Mve made dllX'ing tla.e 

life t1me of Xa.~sas'~ ·.No group ot: peGp'1'e' has bee:a mere 

sU(}Q.essful in evere'ooiing 'eduea.t.:l.onaldlf:fieUlt1e:S~ While 

progressing in generalea;ueatlon..the l'H9g1:0ea Mve alslll 

p:rmgreased in the :fields of hie;her eduoation. 
6 

Since 1876, at leastelghty...five doctorates bave bElen 

granted to oQlored persona by outstanding un~ver$itiEls in 
Iiii F '" 

61'81*° I'll Iip·IP£, *9:~+ ...~, cP. J.l,e:. 

B'A;:lJW. Gr~:l!tn~ .•.. U~he .N;IQJ:Xl.~er e£ li~g;o J)ootQ~ste!a. ";J.~ 
50BOOL AND 800I:BlTt', 58: 3'15. CSe;ptember 16, 1953) 



ll\j 

the U~~~e~S."t~t.s. !rwo""thirds Glf the dootoratee wereaw~rdctd 

d:llri:ngthe :p~a~\deqJid.~~ while nea:JZ1Yl:>ne...third. were awarded 

I\~:ri~g the :past ;p.~r:iQd ef eo<pn~io depression. ~eJ,ve 1.'feg;roes 

~~ee~vEt.d",.l~ •. :Q. ,~.grees or eq1J,ivalent 4egrees during the scho.. 
"."f',_"",,:-:, .., 0 .....· ;:,'\} 'L :'- f." f!'" ",' ,. ';.:' 

J.;astl~le~~ 0~ ~~..i2~33. Q:t;'.t.4e eig.qty-:five degrees cq,nferred 

~pQn ti;u) ell).lQ~ed students. eig.b.tee~were oonferred fQr wQrk llt 
, ","'.." ,t' "_:~' ,j", .. ", .. ..: )-.. .' 

the £1e14 0~$ooiaJ,studies; s1xtee:m. it!. the fielc; o£physioal 

,oi:t,ene~; t,q,1rtett.p.i11). the b1.elogioal soienoes; twe~ve il.l t~e 

field at ed'Uoa~~oIl.; eleve:Q. in tl;Le. GlaCier.• la.ng'Wl,gea. while the 
• - -, - I 

rem.aiJilder Wejj~e d1~.~ibutEti over va.:!:,ieus ot.b.er fields. About 

all 0:f:"~fb.efle (iH,?:~0red stude.nts with cipatora te degree.s. are 

Epll)leyei at the best illstitlitioms. 4t least suty ;peroent of 
,'! 'r 

1;1,t~,~1tilll 1:l~i.e:( picture G)f the, ~!~li0a.t~o~~ prq,sr,ss 01 

the l'!~S1Q )~~OEl 1~ the'ij;a~te<l States !l-lB a jwhole.; nQ~,t~;a to 

a:p,iQt~e o~ .h1~ eduaatlonal progreEl;$ i~X~:Q.Sas. 
',i, '." 

BGlOB QE:OOL$ IN XAN&JW 

T1l;ete _:Vie t",bspeoie.l Negro sdh001s in KaIlSa:js which are 

gIVen Si'ijS:-V;8 su.:ppart. They are "The Ks.:o.sas Vooe. t;tElBB.l Sohool tf 

lGoated: eneandon....half miles ee.eft of Topeka,and. "Wel;/lterll 

i1l!ll1"(e~s1i:l1nfuo0a.'tiei in Kansas a1ty. 

'!ri);e!l[anQasVooatloIWl BanGol was established as a ohu!L"ah 

aonl!H)1·1!i1'th. :Bap'blS1:!iS l:a 18(35 B'Illt it was a0nveyeatES the 

sota '8:1'11 i191~. 11as t trf the e tu.de:rl.ts work f0r 'bb:e'1r board and 

room~!fteZ')'pati~ alil8ntranoe fee. About sixty.five ;peroent 

of fJ.b1:$ aW<le:m.tspay all or part ottheir tuition. 



16 

The iistitttt1onprOduces e. l'tge :part of its fOOd and the 

students 16 m~st ~f the sewing ana tailoring which they require 

f~j.t.b.e!:t· own nee4s. Tlie sOhool has oourses for tra.ining in· 

:j~&;j:i.0Ul3itr~,d.es, vooations. arid in addition. the regular aoadem.... 

<i0 su~'j'eets ott:Ple lilgi. sohool are taught. Milltart trraihing 

l~ r~!~ir~a for the boys. Ver1 little oollege work is off'ere<h 

Ini<S.~<tftmbe~ 1.931. the total enrollment af the school was 

15'1 s11'ti1aents.Th~y were' distributed in the variouaele,rises as 

~illlnv$:i s~v"e:n:t'ii<~ade, 1'1; eigllth graa-e,19; f~taa.hmen, 33; 

sQphomo:re, ~'~iju.~ot.35; senior J 21 ;oollege", 6. 

h~hcnl1gh the 'VOCE!.tienal school is net a big school,' it is 

G~ing a great deal to) aid the oolered ohrldren lnla:nsas. 

MliJ"lat af its students are of high school age and ra):ckin:gl:n~t a 

!eware taken in below the sixth grade. 

Weste;rn UIf~ye:pility Qperates 'Q,Jp.de;l;'a::¥L unusual arrangement 

where,b,~ it lS~~U~l~~;pa.J;'t. of its Su.ppp;rt ;froJ;nt.A..e Africa.;n lli1~th.ed.. 

,~s~~i~fH';)~~;L:tqJ,a.~qh and ]la.J:t f;rem the ,state. ~t t,b..e present 

tiple,.f:\;pp;Q:x:~a,Me.;LY.6&"OOOisaentr~bu,ted b,Y tb,e state fo:r:' the 

iIlq;u'~~:t";~ldt~~~.:t'tment of the W).ivarsit~. ~hee~1¥"eh oontributes 

&'b0-q.t O~~.:9QO. 

~~~.instit"U.tion was fou.nded as "Frie:Q.d.sU~iversitynin1860 

a~.~,Jbeq'i~e Western U1!l.iversity in 1674 as a CShlQ:'oh supported and 

8Ild(:ltyed. .tns,1;itui;ion. State s"U.pport of the instituti£ln was 

~;u.tl:\ori..sed in li99 beoause it seemed important to the sta,te to 

esta'b1isk Some speoial institution for Negro eduoation. Most 

of the work ia in the high sohool and trades departments. Most 

of the oallege work is of junior oollege rank. 
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In 1922, there were 2~@ stuients --103 girls and 97 beys-­

ill the 1nstitutlen.. !Dhey were olassif1ed as fellows; oollege 

lIlepa:rtIa!l!lt. i3:l .tl.1gh s~tt::l$ol de;psrtmem.t. 73; 600lmere1al depart­

&ellt. a~; t7.'a!iLes .~!l.dm.s!~ie~a:l1ltme:ats.. 61; tlleol0ltl department. 

8. .folit one.hlf sf :f;he"llrtu.ients W8J1'e bes»ding stUdent's and 

one""ial:( were' 4&1 stud'nts. The worlf of the trsaa school seems 

to iet.m.e mest .JlI;d!.ghly developed• .. 

t:t.EtS8 1W08])eclal 1nst1tut1el!ls werking in Q~operation with 

tills regtier .so.hodl.s of taestate. a~e d:Gi:n.g ·...~~·ea1i!d.eal to 

:j;ai~se.. tlle ed!:ueatlcemtl slB;nds.rdS of the !]J;El~"ees. MSl:r.ly colored 

students are aile to attend these two schools and work their 

way through school when it would be impossible to work their 

way tkreugh the regular sohools of the community .in which they 

.live. 

faesenael eu'ellmen:b aBel attendanoe of Negro ohildren in 

XansasMvebe,n s-c.ead1:JLyaolvano1ng d~~g t.J!ie"pWEtU-oi..Et:th eentuxy. 

!ehe e:(oler.e~pe:opl,ea.re begi:EW:1,D,g ;to rea11~Elt,b.e 1milH1tr'!tanceo:f 

attending. sohGlol. . They a:r'e making ,s. de·teminea e~fo:rt tesencl 

their eh11uento theseb;o01s at1cias til result efthis effort, 

the percent e.feolfJred ehilcl:ren attenilng schE>'Cill has stead-11':.v 

rlselil., w:.b.11ethe percent of illiterate oelGred ohildre'h .bas 

stead:l1Y',declined. Table IV. page let gives B. summary of 

.Negro iacho01 attenclanee in Kansas since 19@e. 



N1!~er ~ber 4ttendi~ achool ~eroent 

~1.2i' 101 alassified as ta 00101' 

10.049 

lQ.864 67.0 

+3.412 

. .... ..~' 1; . n8. Illl. 191 • th.e:l!& were , 4' egrees 

~.uLE IV 

~'i])GRQ SOHOOL ~TENDANCE 1N .KANSAS. 
(5 tolE> years e£ age) 

!U!an.sas between. 5 and 20 years efage. Of this gr~iip.
±9" 04901'. p4,.~ I>erQ~nt attended. sehael. Rea.d in like 
mariner tor ether 'ben year periods. 

!fa'ble L IVL brings aut the fact t.hat there Ms been a steady 

1~ar6s:~i~ln Negra sakeel attendance' in Kansas s'ina'$ the begin­

I1nge1tm.etwent1e.'th.' oentury, With. '3.'" perc'entof t1a:& 

Oe:lareciOb.l3.:,trenbetween the ages @f:t'V8 and twenty yea:ts 

1lI0W1iJ!1'&~la0C!, it is only a, ma.tter ,if time 'befor'~i.kre illit... 

G'I(a6:Y' wlilll(~ reiueea. to a mi:mJmum.. 
iAere erd::l:ag·..te the 28 tJa i3iemual FtEu?ert aJ:· the at:.te- .. , .- -r-. ., 

Su:pEf:X-intende:m:t 0': P.blie I1i.lStnet1en in Kansas, l'!tegro s'cHb01 

e:nr'~lJlfJ.ent:i.E. 19~1. eom.pared with whlte enrollment as follows: 

'/7.0 pereent'o:f''tile Cll>le:,r;'ed 'boys of soheQlage were eJlXelled 

In iseb.eeiWh;t:l"e '7.8 percent efthe white bota of sehGcl age 

wEnt,'~:molled.:'lnl3eh0Ql. Of the tetal n'WIlber af girlS of 

sonoolJ&Jge.".2 percent of tlae aoloredgtrls were 1m. selaeol 

:;~eji.:!i~jea Q.,ns¥ leporls, 1900 h 1!3St. InolusIve. 

I&th J:Lennial Repo:r.:.~. state,au.;perintend.en~ Ci)f ?ablia 

Inet:,r;''I!I,lt#,,'JJ. j.;a J.;&naas, ~. 32, p. 398. 
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811d7'.5i>erce:at of thawhite girls were in s~hool. ![lais shows 

tl'li"the percent" of eolored c.h.ildren of schoel age enrolled in 

'c)h~~l, is .s gJ'eat 8S the :peroel1t of wili 'be children of sohoal 

ige6fir~iJ.ed. in. the sohools ef Kansas. Th.e irmrease in the 

pe::I!eeilt ~f c';lorei children atteming scheol. givetlf a favorable 

~"i~ti~! :e'erl:egro eduaatio:a. 

:I31esemadea study of the sehools 
, 

1]). Kansas in 1928, 

ihfolf";:~ri'8 a very gEHiHi idea of the plaee which. the Negroes 

tiii"fi. ~h$' seneol system. at that time. 
i 

:a:. found that there 

~si;:'iii;:f~-taJ: of 3,2ti't oolored students in junior and senier 

Ji1g.l1ii~::.la001s at 'that tiID.e. Of this total number ,1,414 were 

iil~ and 1,$43 were girls. Among the oolored teaohers. there 
.,.' 

w$ri" 71Qime:ri' a.na l' women in the junior high. soheols, and 10 

m~:i ariel 9wem.en in the s$nior high soheole. In the elementary. 

$i~"iolli~i.rYt and. eellege clle]>art;rnents of the private and'st~te 

seeon.dary ana .b.igh.ersehoels for Negroes, M~. Blese feunc:t a 
9 

tetalo'f $2f>stude:nts. This greup was made up of 158 boys and 

l'i''tglrls. !elle eolered. teachers in these departments oonsisted 

d~f'I't~ iiEhi aad 11 wemell. 

'TKls sfi-u.d.y brings out the faot that there was a higher 

.:umb'eJ.f4:t e':Lorea gi;rls attending soheol in 1~2a, than there 

w"l9:~$!'1Do11iJ. The :m.umber of colored men teachers increases in 

the 11ppeiJ! g;radsliJ w,b,;1.le the nunb,er of e elQ;l:ed wOijltn tet\ca$;rs 

Ii • 4 ¥ • 
<, 'r', 

J •. m• .Bllllse,. Statistios.2! the £life Rs()e, 1,~f.7 ...2S. 
u. S. B.pit. ef Ia1erlor, Pamp. No.-r4, . pages, pp.11-12. 

9
 
,I~!. p. 14,
 



1s greater 1:m. the lawaI' grades. This distribution of .an 

lleachers. 1nJ..t4~ l1p:pe:r; grades and WQlJ1en teliloohe;rs in the lower 
;1',.";;,,',,, 

grades. helds truafor the white teachers Of the state as well 

as for t,he eG)ler.llI.'te~ehel's. 

J,~4~~e J.~~J:!i~ ~11~~~ d,ifferelllae betwe,en th.e :a~g,o;r"$ ~t.b.e 

GQ'V;'~';;~18;p.".:{~,q§;u!,u. Bureau and t.nefiep.prts of lli. 8t&18 ~'tl.pefw 

intezlte~-6Ji~!'P1(~~1e::t1i$truet:lOl!l as to the s~h(i)al cfe:m.slJ:S sind 

the J'e,~Pt6f'~i·~,~Ol~e;n~f(i)r ealQired eh:ll,d+e:nof' Bcheal 86.ein 

Xa:m.s.as,J.n 1931. i'The difference mS3 be due to a dift8renee 
;1,_,( 

in ct!.~'B1~·f:cf&t'e'10. 01 stl1d.ents'by the tW0 depar1;nts':nt$. ~*ble 

V,~~~;~ 21,J.S:lves s., sUUlJna+y of tJa,e l'leg;rd ao;noel.Ci:tu,s &Jad 

e_el~iaJl:~iJ~~;,,~u~a fe;r "the ae4eel~eE1;1! 19IQ...iJ.,. ~..,e~ie. 

t~~,n~,-ej"c~;Plirat~ve:p lo:ture Qf .N'egr ~so.b.c)'oleDr'c>lDn e:a.tior 
I, .:" -•. " "'''' ,"_', ' !••~ :1.'. _, .". ,.. , " " i··" 'f' ":<_,' i .. 

tlttllE1Ilill'S~J2 ..~~~:r·~· VI, :psge 22 ~ g1ve,s the $ohool o'$,:rD:s\t.s'sna 

e~:~%1J:D:.ntiP0r j:f,dgre eb.1.1dX'8~1 0% 'so~ool age. ~nI;Ii;~s$S. i'U~ 

11\fg't'.m.sse.m.oo1 year 19:;1..32. 

:$1 :a'.~'a:r'1:agTable Vwi th !fable Vl. one will see a 
gElneral' dedreasEi in the percent af :Negra beys and girls 
a.tt'Sllding sckoel j.:a the one...tea.oher sehools a:ad fn the two,.. 

t's.her 'schoeJ:'s'cilul:ag the school year It31...Z)!. ThEire was 

also age:ne:ral l:nerease in the peree:m.t Qf Negro beys and. 

gi.r1slitt$~i:f2ng seJa.eel lXl the first alla seeolld. olass 01 t.1.8. 

~.'
,y :2,~,tll.J3iee~a~ R.!¥ort, State 

!lt$tt~!Dri.~nJlJas.9i8!...32J p. 

t~!I!~i'",p. 399 • 
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~ABLE V 

SORC01, CEHSUS AND EJmOLlME.N! FOlt OGRO * 
1930-31 

ParoeD. 
~ 

336 85.8	 83.3 

697 92.4 94.1 

4662 '13.4	 '74.1 

~"",

1654 76.3	 73.8 

7~.6	 '7'1.2 

t ere 

'.2$4 

were 446· oll)·lored 1IOJ8 of s(JhoQla~e in the o:ne-tea.oher school 
iistrict.e in Xansas.(!lf this Il.lJElber, 400 or 85.8 peroent 
were eiJ'ilJ:'olletl in sehGal. »uJ.r1ng the same sehool ye~r, there 
were 493 o()lo.;rei girls of scheel age in the one-teae'her school 
distriots 1~ Kansas. ~f this number~ 336 or 83.3 p,roent were 
e:arellee:t in sohoel. ;Read in like m8lUl8l.' for other olasses of 
se.ho'Q!lE!·~ 

ComsideriIlg the percent of Negro boys attending all the 

sohe ols	 list.ed. in !eables V snd Vi, there was a deorease of 

CHILDIUl.N Ii JUNSAS. 

Oe:nsu.s 
:B~ls ria 

466 4~~ 400 

806 140 '45 

5791 61'16 4254 

&061 2107 15'11 

-
9114 9426 69'·1 

2.6 peroent from the sOhGal year 1930-31 te the sO.b.ool year 

1,911-31. k,r!Jlg the same period, the peroent of Negro girls 

atten.4in.g the 80h0018, in.oreased .6 of ella percent. 

ihe ieport ~f tne State Su~el.'intendent of Fub11c lnstruc­- n- -	 ­
ion fOr	 ~-A&, shows that private and paroohial schomls 

below college ranking, enrolled 125 oolored DOlS sad 103 

*l4m, p. 399. 
12 

lE.!!, p. 399. 
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oolored girls. This was a deorease in the number of oolored 

boys in private ani parochial schools for 1931-32, while there 

'W~s an inorease in the number of oollUred girls in these insti ­

tutions. 

Td:iEVI 

,.,~(tid'Qil~. .@I 11'IiQ~iJR.ieJ!tO~O*
 
(JP~~. :Xli ~$.. 1'3:J.~32
 

01:+e tr. 

16 

2,11~ J,i4' 

Twe or more
 
1f,j:g,.",t:hleiU.
 

91t~,'s. of"
lsi olass •• 

Cities of 
2~1,~:j"a'Q..8;,$6,:/. 1 ili 

.~~'U!)'t,. 
21high sO.b.s",. 

I,b,ere WEi)ra 4 'i 130 ored oys 0 so 00 
age in the one-teaolaer sohl:')ol distriots in Kansas dut'1~ the 
sohoolyoar fi):f' lQ:?1~3$, .., @f t~s lll,;wn'be:r:. 3l5G~'~.1 pe1'aent 
were 9moolled in aahool. J!)b,riug the same yea.r. there were 
4,i~ .~Ji,o'EHl gi11'J;;s ,Gf se,hQol age illl. the o:m.e""teaeb.l\tr sohoe1 
dist,rlets 1:m. E;ansas. Of this gro'U.p. 2eZ or 70.4 pcn;oent we:re 
,u011.e4 1m SQh~(ll1. ]taae!:tn lik;e ma.1Uler folll:' ota9r ala.sae.s of 
seh$016. 

't 
Ib.l. 1'. 399. 
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OGLLEGE SfUDENTS 

The state departmel!lt of eduoatiQn does not require 

se:garate reoords to be kept af the Negro oollege students. 

ihe colleges have not keptraoords of the oolored students 

exoept for their on 'Use. !j!he reoords whioh have been kept 

are verylnaomplete and as a res'Ult t ~eliable. ~o exact 

statistioal data oan be given for the number of Ne~o oollage 

studellts·ln xa,nsas but a summary of their partioipation i~ 

oolleges, will be presented. 

The oolored stude:n:ts have beoOl1la more and more a pa~t af 

~S$S oolleges 1~ reoent years. ~ae n~ber of oolored stUdents 

~s steadily inoreased With. 8 larger peroent being girla. The 

peroent of oolored students whioh graduate from the colleges is 

'Very small oompared to the num.ber which enter the sahools. 

lJh..is brings out tlae faat that.- tAe oolared students bave not 

f~lY adapted ~hsaselves to higher eduoation and oily a small 

peroent of the>se who enter oolleae. aotually oomplete their 

we,rk e:;Jld. reoeive degrees. 

W.tlie fa11VfiJof the o~lo~fi)d ettideXl,te tQ oCllIl.;e>lete their 

cfl)llege wo~k Dil81" lUI ~OOlinU:ltea. fer in sev6tralways. First. 

:raCl'6t p~.judloe $~ill eJtlats among seae of tae stUdents and. 

t.hd'l 11809s tJaa OElle1"6tt students a1i a big disadvantage. He 

has tQ eithe~ take a baok seat in the olasarQQn and reoeive 

little +ieoopi"tiicol\ or .he has to be a $uper..qtudent in order 

to bI, re,Qegn,ized w!til. the w1l1 te stUdents. !U.b.e ideas of raoe 

:pre tJil;i1Q.1i Q(t gr4(lUlll beooming less pronoul1Oed sm(f)ng students 
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a:ac1l: l:mst:rrti1etetrlh !lilae w:r1te;r has be~n in several alaaeea with 

eelored students in reeent years and .ba.e obserVed that the 

eolored sta4e:n)ts are 'beGtomi.ng a~ ao.tive part of the alasses. 

They take PS1"t in the elasa reo1tat10n slang with t4e white 

staient$ andreae!va the S$ale advsD:tisges as the white stUdents. 

'Plaeo$"lo:re4 stulents a"e giveu eo~teous treatment :i.n the 

(i):ollegeli,m,rarw a~~ ~n lae e011 ege eam.p'u.s. !llhey .\lave net 'b een 

gSlile3uL:Lly aeeeptec!i 1zn. the so01al a.:ff~1rs at meet of the oQ+le/les 

but a few 1nat~t~tio~a h&ve taken the~ into all sohool aotivi~ 

ties w1ta tae waite Btuient~. 

AaQth6t :rfeasen for J:tl4l;ly ef t.b,e eQlored stlilattnts fail:+~ 

1f.ij) e0m:plete their oollege work. is the faat that tb.ey do not 

have tita,e D):c>uey ;n.eoeesaX'1 to o~nt1nue tn sokcol. They are not 

allla til) work their way 'tb:rough tj],e. soil.eo1s as man,y of the w.h.i te 

S~4elilta do. ~an1 ~ob~.ope~ to whi te stlldent~. are not 

ope~ "bo oole!t"ed etude:~:tlil • 

.NIGRO TE,ACBERS 

The peroent of ~egrQ teaohers in Kansas is very amall. 

~he.~atABi$M1aJ. Ihuport !! the state, Sup9xintendent .2! ;publia 
I .~~ 

a;natruation rep0.rtai tl1at there were no colored teaohers in 

the rural sohGols af Kansas in 1931-32. There were two oolored 

men and seventeen oOlQred women teaohers in the kindergarten 

and grade schools. There were no oolored teaohers reported in 

the jun10rand senior high sOAoOle Qr in the private aud paro­

ohial aaaools. Fraolioal11 all of the teaohers ~n X~ns$s. 

WAS-em. art lieted a8 oalore~ ••;e teac111ng in oities of t.b,e 

first or seoond o~asa. There were three oolored men and sixteen 
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OQ,lGl:r:ed women, tea.oli11:ng in the s8oQ:nd olB-sEI 01ties oftans$s in 

1931-3E. T~,se teaohe~s were di6trl~ut.i ~s fellows: ~lAd~r­

84:r:ten.1 wemau; gJi'~des. 3 men, l6woDilen., 

!I!,g.are ~ere 31 .i)l.,,;r;o JJ;l,en 8 11d, ~ta~ ]I~e;~o women ifea01;lere in 

the fj,;est class 01ti as of t~nsas dlU"1n.g tb.e sQhooJ,. y.~J;." 19~+.,32. 
""'. ~", .' ',\~ ,. ,.. !\ ".._".' .' -' 

Tj,aei" were d:l.st:t'illr\+te~ as follC)ws; k1ndergarten, a women; junior 

lJ1gh eJo,hool ~ m,en 2iUild ~9 watq8n; seJi.lrior b,~gh sohool. 10 lllen and 

~ wom.en. ~l;lis report of GolQred. teaol:l.E~rSl inIC~:r:l.laaa. ;1.nd:i.oatea 

t.hat O~1 141ae la;-ger ci.ties a:nd sch(';)()ls have o~lored tQaoh~s. 

1'hera are ma~ ~o:r,oe .oolored women t.ba.n oolored m.e~ t.aQhers. 

!J'b.ew0Ill,en tfJae-p. 1X!, the l(:lwer graaes while the me~ t~a9~ ,in the 

J;ighe:r,o grade•• 

I~ oities with a large Negro population. t~e~e is a ~enden~ 

oy tow~1'd ses:re6ati,on in 'tae sqhools whj,le in eit~eaWb.e:r;-e the 

Negit:o J;>opulat1on is n.egligible. tl1ere is no ~$gro problem in the 

sehtH>ls. ~htit:re are o:o1.y feur sepa:r;'ate lV'i:r;'li! hiSb. ,sohQOla in 

!4~8S. ~~.~e is a ~~io:r,o h~gh school and a aenioX'h~gh s0400l 

fQr Negroes 1~ xansas Oity. ~~ere is one sepa:r;'ate 4~~o ~i~h 
, 'I; 

£1011001 in Wi,Gb.~~a, and one iI\. 'I'Qpa~~. The peroentaga qf Ne~o 
Ii }: i::i) .... " 

e~ollmeIl.t in~~easesw1th the size of the oity. The ;paroentage 

of.lS"egro teaohers 4eoreas as with a deorease 1n t,.b.e siz,e of the 

Gitr. !I)he nUJQ."ber of .Negro teachers :is not 1u proportion to the 

~egro ~o~ulat1o~ and sohool enrollment in Kansas. 

SEGlUDGA!rION 

~~G (us$tiOD. often arises as to w~iQh t1,Pe of sehool, the 

_'~el iQI ;i.e ••J.ll'a.ta 801\001. 113 the best. JfJnn1e D. Portfj1:­

made a~'bua.l of J:lee;;trO notables for the purpose of finding the 
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tnG of $(llaoola tk.y a:ttended. . .Am.0ll!.g the oae....b.\Ul4:J;Oed not$.hle 

~'i~oes studLed. Rotle~ fo~d tbatS3 attenied Sep$~8te pUQ11e 

_• .40018. w.aile 17 a.ttended mixed Jirnblio soJaoels i 2'. aii'teu(]lea 

s'~$ra1e ooll$gee. wA11e 54 atle~4ed mixed oolleges; 10 attended 

fl.t:t8i~Q11eges :part t.ime a:m,d S8palta1Ht oo11eges part time. wlal1e 

, d1a'_ot attend Q·i:;U.ege. 

!D~& :faota rep0.m-tetl.1ndicate t.lurt separate pUBlio sehools 

U"fa 'been tble :tall:ge~ oont:ri\1:1tlng facater' to Negll'0 ed~Qationin 

termsi'ef diatj,:».otioa s,01n.leved bJ tlae soJaeol. proliu.et. ~.ae evi.. 

_eliloe slaowa tut ohildren 1n a Negro a04001 .b.ave lest :laething 

vital fram laQ~ of (lentaot wi~a white ohildren; that the stan_ 

a:.rds o:f teao.b..ing and ]>11p11 aOQCPpliabmeI\t are not lower in 

s'$:p$:tate aohlllola than in m!xed sehoels; and tl'il$t tlae g:reater 

proportio. ef.Neg;t'o notables ~ve atte:adea. sepa.rate pub).1e 

se:.b.cule. 

QqrIlpatr:a,tive me$,Bur8Dle:Qt~ of the oolered. ~:tl,d. the white 

p~p11e ia.he ~1g. sohOGle of a large 01ty in tAe ~Q~thOent~al 

]!)~"ia1Q1nt i~t.b.e i:ntel.ligenoe ~ine.t1Eln knQw:n, as the I. E. .It. 

!$sts CJjf ~eleoti"f£t a:ad~tiQ:QA;l.l !I1:b.i:ckins. ~~nl,ElJ:ializ$.tio:nt a.nd 
14 

(';)~ga:n.i$atil':)n. reveal,edl tb,at lese than. fo"\U:pel'oe~t of ihe 

oole;rted oM,.:U.re1l, passe<l the meE!.:l.s:Q white soore for tlle aazna 

~8de. W4$uthe teste were repeated a year l&ter. the median 

g.in far th.e oolored end.e:nts waJ 13i- 1?e~ee;r!lt. aXll for the 

W'h1te stUdents. a~ pe:l"eent. The oolo:red ohiliren 8a1~ed 

_ J .., k . •• 

;T,~e D. Porte:!:. fa. ;g~~lrj Qf ]flilliO lQd11l.oat1on iX), 
~Oith ..rn Pt.' !!l!~fg ~tt8ie. Doe or . Jrsaera.tiLon. Mesehres
OQ ega.n verB;: e no1:nnati.

lWJ; . 
ll). L. Th$X'udyke. lIIntelligenoe Booras of ;Qolored .Pupils 

in High So:11001;" in SOHOOL AND SOCIETY. 18:6&7.,/10. UsreT. 10. 123) 
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$j;Lre'!'\I!.t1!,$p.s.es mu.ab,. s.~t.he w.il1 t, a,lUlc!l.re'll dllfing tJUL ,ear• 

.~;p.eE!' te,~~ gi" s~e ld..fll. of .. the intelleli)~·J... ~a~i:m.g of t.lil.e 

1W~< ~~O.,~ 1:p. Q;g,e PQ:r;tiQ\4~;;t" tlPe $1'. SoJil,QQ1. {V.1;)..e moi tewd.OeS 

~:~~J~~QW. t9 w~t ~?f~,~nt. the te~t res~t$ e~ey,i.fJ.~e!:lQed or 
'~I!;Q~~~~~l fa.~~Qri~ ~ ,i:i:fel(:'e~o~ wb,;l,c.l;J.ml:l.U ex:i-e"b :.hetween 

l~e ~WQ rS.Qe~. 8~~QI!J'Qhg~aJ;~.\li;p~..;y 'QI, a.Qog~~;teitQ=I' pa~tlN by
(.Y};,):;·:), ",,: ",..... " ,'.:" .. ',.,.' ,'" ' .. '.' .' .. ,' ,;. ...... '.. '" 

'.·~Xi'q:qrn,~nt~J. ::eli~.lQ·~a. 'W.bl.i~~. Ji1:r:(j)b.1'b~t t~e 1'jeglJ;Qf;r;olQ ~(j)1ng ~te
'-';j.'.-f ' .... :., ,j,·')r'"·"Ji:f,·"·' i: ".' " , .,. I ,. ,." ;..- "'... '-- .• 

Q"s1iwq;k~ .~Q., ·ili',g+l;). g.~e:r;$ll;y ~.()D:L'~ ::7lg $.:;e()~,tem.;.~l.Y a.nd 
;, '\;1 :', .. "',,, - . ...; . ~f,,. , , , "",- , ..' .. (.," ",' .' ., ".j 

Jil\'l.,lWork ~1$·W&I·.·:t,h+O.~gJi.\.ollQ,Ql a:i\cil. t.h,l.ela, :PaY 11.s,o:l;.,.'ke Ji:uu:~.e1". 
j'C:''''- -' ,;' ';'-' .'/, >- .. ',.. ,' "'. 'L.. : -X",. ,'. '.:', . .-. .' '", 

~:*?h'v~f;l: ~jQ~. '-i11~ ~,sQ.lil.Gol. 4. !~eql.,:~:t:L.,Y .;re(le1ve$leaa 

'\\:~',~+i~;r ;;~.e!'U;lfc;i1,,b).6l:n. tlile whj, t, liJt\a..de,lj!.ti ~,o(tj,~1ieo.f._~ the 

~~,qi ~9!~!.. !I14~i ~,fil;P~'i lieaehe:rs must,. tEl.~c.b. 1:n~e~.Q.. IlCAQli)l.s at 

1~, 'i.~,~.i\~e Q;:L;t~;isiO,t~~;:i~1l e. ~tA.e'beQaUl3e 'l.~"t%,,4.X' ~~«ll~;,QI.·. !l!4e 

~~t~.~le,Qt;p.!a.l.;§'j,eQ;!i;,,;1~;;i~~~mo~ed. from ouI tural Qontaats. He 

oannot.•.as(3.;:A~~t, ;~o~,:J:lgebJ.s j"d,,.,;fil f;re,e,:!.,;ywt.thitAe ;$fhi:t'e 

!VHll;p.~e. W41+8 ~1t ~h:1l;liJflJIl8t,1Ine. he 18 i~Q,Jr~.t~~.~~{j)ll'l.Aj,sp'W!l, 

rli,,~ e·'b~iR~1!,P~. elf t,.p.a; tie,~a ti,vely few .biBh1,t~.ai~ed;~,I:g~geJ;l.· lie 

1D+;1+st APJ.a,:b,~IiJ,e~f~.pa.~ta.nd ~p eX' else dJ;'pp b~a¥; tq.~;b.e :@!:yerage 

~~~l 10,se . .lJiJili' i.s~.llQ;+.~;z::~,Ai1> e.dvantagea. Iiai~l' ,p.;re.;~;ljll~~.,e·.ti~nds .to 
;(', :'. ;., .' .,,',...;, " ..",'.- 'I . ,......."
 

Q,,~e ith~ ,lJ~Si;P tie, ,~i.,ve~0p an appreliJsin...peye.aos1s. Be l;leQOlI\ee 

&Qreidll introspeotive and super~se~sit1ve. ThiliJ warps his 

mind and aauses him. to think raoe thoughts. !l)he i:ntelleatual 

~8grQ is a prepag$,n<t1st 1n t.b.at he mu.st Wl"i te of the N8~O t 

st.ty $f ~he Ne"o. sing of the Negro. a.ni think of the Negro. 

Vet;yfew sohools 1:0. ,Kansas attempt to segJ:sga'be the oolor... 

ad ohilCl.re. from. the whi tetfti;:f.l"lItten. The olUld.reD. ooaupy the 

sae i:r'C)oln" an.d dlll 'Che same work in the sohools. Where there 
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~.fi:I stlpeg.ti"Qp..iV 1~ ge~e.+,all;y oarried o'q.~ by the wish Q:f ooth 

;t'B,Qs.. ~.e q\4eB~j,~:a Qf .,egrft!a. t:t.S.Hl ~~ Ul.;PQrtant O~l !Il the 

l~:lig.:l,1 eilies at the p:r;,sent tJ.m$ Q'I,1,t aa the colored populat.ion 

eio~t~ll~$a tEl, 1no~eaae. the CI:u.estlep. wl1J,.· beoome mere 1m:po;,.tant. 

l,T:q.qu.est~(illlllbl1. the eduoation of the Negro is an important 

mattel1 bcrth, to t.lle ~~sro ami to the state as a Whole, Sinoe,
 

t.t;l.$ I:i'Do PQl?lUa.t1on has been i~ereased b1 lO,OOO sinoe 1920.
 

l.t would ess t~t the p:r;oolillem is beaoming inoreasingly iIn.., 

port~nt. ~~Ire are re&SOn4 for s]eoia1 training fOr those who 

.l\re notalllle 'to .avail themselves of the advantages 'of tb,e ~tate 

qe+leg~i~ aIld UIU.ve:rsi ties. .4 l&;rge sh$re of the Negro grOti.:p 

inevit$Q1Y expeot to earn t.e!r owu liv1Ilg 1. the various 

~~des. Itwo~d see~ advisable to provide SGme me~~ for 

tJiJ.e1r ~e(nu·i:q.s s1;J.c1;J. tr"1n1~1l 

Whe qp.eatiQn lJ,as 'beell raised ~s te wAether the two 1n.st1... 

tv.t~ons. WeVltern U:Q.~:vars1ty a».d X,~~as t)':pj.versity. should 1Ie 

oQm'bined and a mQ;re effeotv8 p~ee;:ram developed. EaElellt~alll. 

'ti,b.a program. of both these institutions is eduaat1o:cal and 

should he g~ve~ .i~1ielligent ooneidaration "by S1l8oialists ill 

t~a edaosti~na1 field.. . I 

, lLLITERAOY 

T.,b,e qlieetion o:f literaoy among l)Iegroes is one which is 

difficult to settle definitely beoause of tbe wide d1eagree~ 

mente _ong the agenaies keeping the reoords, as to what 

ooJu,.w1tu:kA. a l1t$:rato person. Seme agenoies regard as lit. 

erate, any person who can read, sane count only thOse 1180ple 
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whoaan re~d. a.nd ViTi tell while ether reeQrds inolude ouy those 

:peqple who oan re$!. write. and fulfill oertain other eduoational 

caiu~:H.:tloatll.ons. lrhe variations in classificatiOn tend. to make, . , 
st4tisti0s and rebards W'ilreliable 'but 

, 

the data will give an idea 

of l'tae sittlatIplll.ts 1t now exists. 
':",,,,,, """,+;L~""""", " 

Jane tAddam.s ' mate s, suvey af the United ,ite.tes and found 
,. , ", 

t.hf,t Negro; 11tera:b~ bas anoreased from twQ per,oent in 1850. to 
}J , ';:: 

ei~hty-f1v;e peroehlt in 1930. ~h1s 1s a. tremaD,<lous inorease 

aut shows ;4ovt'f~ the .Negroes have progressed in overooming 

1:11& of t~el'" gr~a'Uest .P,$n.dioaps. .No ether grollp hasmada such 

~ig step in edu&atlon in the same length of tUne. Tae oolor­

ad oh11dren have had to face adverse oonditions in praot1eally 

,everY s8o"biG)1ll af the cOl1.ntr1. !J!a~lr seh001s .bave been in tAe 

rurallistr10ts with little eqUipment and poorly paid teaohers. 

:;pm.::tAe cities. tJa.e, have had te faea J1!aoa prejudiee when. goillg 

to so.b.Q0l.w1tla the ..!:lite ehilc!ire:n and faee the p:tl!l'blem li):f' in.... 

a4equate bra1~iillgs a:ad other equ1J1llent, wheJJ: gQing tEl their 

sepatate schoels. 

Fer the :&UPQse ef giving a 'bsekgrounQ 'be the :picture of 

lfEilglre litel'soy in ;Ite:nf;ias. Oha:r;'t l. page 3<D. seils up a gelleral 

i1etue af Ne'l'$eciuaati,eu i1). the U:o.iteaSlIs.tes 'bellweem leiS€) 

end l'i~. It gives a tlJl)mp8rative picture of BegrQ sohoal 

population, sehGal attenaanae, and literacy. 

tl 
Ilia .A4dams. "~he :.alae of Negro Ed_oatioJ!l.," in 

~O,T;!Q0L ~U:m. Vel. 18. ~:p. 98 (Janus.:ry, 1933) 
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16 
!!!!, p. 98. 

16 
Chart 1. ~rcentage School Eopulation (5 to 20 years of 

age) is to Total Negro Fopulation, and Percentage Increase of 
School Attendance and Literate Fersons, 1850 to 1930, inolusive. 

* 
1930 figures for school attendance as of 1928. School 

popu1ation and literacy figures for 1930, estimated. 

The red line which represents school population, shows that 

the peroentage of Negro sohool papulation (5 to 20 years of ag 
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the same time, the blue line which shows school attendance, 

indicates that the school attendance is rapidly increasing. 

The black line which represents the percent of literate persons, 

shows that Negro literaoy has inoreased to over 85 peroent. 

The only reliable souroe of information as to the status 

of Begro literacy in Kansas is the Re~orts of ~ United States 

Census Bureau. Many statements have been made oonoerning the 
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literacy af the o01ared ~opulation in Kansas but the stat~ents 

.laeve no't 'De,en based GIl definite, reliable faats. Even the re­

I~rts of the census bureau have varied from tae to time in 

tJe!;~ wal in which the ages and qualifications for literate :per­

liiJj>E.S" h.,a,ve beeJl olassified. Table VII gives a statistioal 

s'Wmn,erJ of .~gro U::t:2i:,:bti!t'~cy in Kansas sinc.e 1860. 

!L'.AJ3Ll!l VII 

],[lDGRO ILLlfllEIl,Ao-:l Ii iANSAS, 1860 to 1930* 
w·_ 

~~]el ~G. Illiterates .No. Negra Il11terat.es Percent 
(:elao~ ~ iVP,i t e ) of Total 

I " 

li60 3,067 63 2.05 

18'20 16,~69 7,215 44:.0 

1880 64,979 ].4, a8,8 22.4­

1&90 42,079 12,259 29.1 

1900 32.518 9,230 28.3 

l~lO 28,968 6.341 18.4 

19&0 22,B21 4,228 18.5 

1~30 18,680 3,228 ' 17.2 

Real! ta.ble tn:u.s: In l86( t there were 3.06' illIlterate 
:people in Eaneaa, 10 years of age and over. Q,f thie greup, 
63 or 2.e5 :percent were Negroes. Read in' like manner for 
0ther 10 year periods. 

Table VII gives a pioture of the effects of education 

upon tae Negroes in :bnsas. Wi tb. a po:pulation of only 627 

Negroes of all ages in Xansae in 1860. 63 of them over ten 

*:m.QJo:r:o ta !1lli. UX1,1ted ~tate~ Oensus ~eap.. 1660 ~ 19Z0. 

, ' 
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l'fi,laiS of.&88 were i.lliterate. There ere no reoQrds as to the 

J;11,tt,riO'J' $mon! .llh~B~oes below ten years of age but it is safe 

:tQisay',that tb.ere were very few. if any, 11terate .Negr06s lHih.. 

~ew,t.ut28i.ge. !fills gives an idea of 'how 11ttle ed'1ioat.ioll tlaere 

__is ".!IllI;;lhe olDl.CI)~ei people at that time. 

!j!U~El!if41g~Hil.esre_Cil1:ll.ed the highest 1>e.:I."0 ent of the total. il­

:b:l;.t8!:l'aca~.. ,', 1$'(1).. ~hls oan be aocounted for by noting the 

.h,~:mgJ,.l)}.gJPopuJ,.atlol!1. of that deoade. Vli.tb. the freeing of the 

81!av~ein;t4eSll)l~.th. a great many of them rushed to KaMas. 

!IUloe.y .lli:Sllda.B;4." Q])]po:rrtlJ.ni ty to "beoome educatei. a:m.tl as are.. 

s'llllt.i">~l~\~i:teraoy was wide spreali. In Q0utrast to the reJilQrt 

@.iUilie'e>. tlae :report Elf 188@ shows an inorease of 48.6J.@ 11.... 

],j!:.t.8J.latesi.:ra. lletla. the oGllored ani the white raaes.. !Che Jamnoer 

e.tTlt._,Q fll:Ltera tee :L1'1 Kansas enly d.oubled IiLlli. the peroento:f 

~le i.w1ll.elepQuP. was about hEJ,),.f of wut it lasd beea tllle deoade 

neforg '~en tA$agh there was a triple increase i~ il11teraoy 

~E. the: UO:%$;G'Ullii,le m.hls deerease can 'be explai:m.at by 1:I11I.e intxG­

.l~oiion ef e·(lliloatieXll. among the .Negre>es and also bU thefaot 

t.taata:great ma!l3:Cl)f the Nagroes whioh oame te Dna,Eua. i1iU"1ng 

t4E;lF:rl''J;I.$40f 1679, were literate. ~he oolered raee was 'hegiJa­

atMtO:rtali..ze tile importanoe of eduoation ana 'file take 

§li'.:V'f.!,Jt41' of i 1i. 

i,:il;re was lit steady inorease of ~es~o populatiQ:P. :La xs,nsaa 

_:a6'i. :O.!~relllll!o:a.d1:ag decrease of .Negro 1111t8r80y f:l!'GQ.l It,l6/j 

1Ul 1:1.11.,:";1;$1"'8 of 19Z0. l'AEI problem. of Negro 11 teraay leeks 

ve3tJ fe.lIorable in KanliitUI at the :present time. 

J400rdiag to the census reports of 1930, there were 
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1,519,562 ~eople over ten years of age in Kansas. Of this 

group, 1$,680 or l.a peroent were illiterate. Within this 

total grou~, there ware 56,143 Negroes of which 3.228 Or 5.9 

percemt were illiterate. 'One can see fram this summary that 

the lJEI'rieeat ()f lme.g!ll'o il11teratea is still slightly higher than 

thep.eJl!ae:m.tage fer both colored and white people. On the 

other hand, when one considers the handioaps under whioh the 

.&~grieshave worked, one realizes that the race bas made a 

tr1l1.ly nemarkable pregress. 

Uter studyiJag the inorease in school popu1at1011 for 

cH)10:Jr.ea.;J;uji.1l$, a person can realize hew far eduoation .has 

gone in eliminating illiteracy among the oolored ohildren in 

Kansas.. Oll1,$ fi:m.ds the social, eoenemio t industrial. allll polit­

ioal atandarcls ef the colored raoe rise with the eliminatien 

of il1,1 teracy aad. the raising e£ their. eduaational standards. 

Qu.4. t.e eften peQple ask the queetien, does .Negro education 

pay. It weuld seem f'rom all the material evidenoes which can 

be seen. to prove .tu·t it pays t people would stop· doubting an 

olll1l1ou.s fSQt. iiJi.li~,~~" .kave meen ne surveys mad.e in .lenses to 

determine what the general ideas are ooncerning the .value of 

.Negro educatien'but.a report will be reproduaed which will 

apply very we~l to Kansas. ~he survey was made by William 

A. Olark of the ~~skegae Institute. Yr. Olark sent out 

ques"t1onaires to representa,ti'Ve white oitizens in all' types 

of oemmUDities in twelve states, He reoeived 136 replies 

whioh are summed up in !L'able VlII. page 34. 
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~ABLE VIII
 
17
 

DOES NEGRO EDUOATIOJ PAY? 

U:tJ.S,IlSwered.NoiU$i,Stlons Yes 

lJas eduoation made the l1egro a more
 
'UsefUl"!t1~en? 121
 4: 11
 

.H.e.~ i tm.aie him more eOQnomioal and more
 
inclined to aoquire wealth? •••••••••••• 98
 1
 24
 

Has it ~praved the marals 0f the black 
~ae.' 9' 20 19
 

Has it made the Hegra&sl religion less
 
emotional and more practioal? •••••••••• 101
 16 19
 

Does 1 t make him a more valuable werkman. 
es~eQlally where thought and skill are 
re <!Lv-ired? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 132 2
 2
 

De well traim.ed, skilled Negro werman 
find tiftiau1ty in seouring work in 
YQllr e omm.un1ty? •......•.• tI! . 4: 117 16
 

I
 

Is there any opposition to the oolored
 
peoples' 'Buying la.nd iJil your community? 3
 128
 

Is, it as, a rule. the 19E.Qrant who eommit
 
orimes? •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 116
 3
 17
 

Does orme grow less as eduoationin-
Creases Bmf·:ng the oolored people? ·oO ••••• 102 19
 15
 

Is the mori.l8J'owtb. of the Ne~o equal
 
to his mental growth? •••••••••••••••••• 65
 46
 35
 

~o tAe relatiana between the raoes grow 
, mem"e friellldly as the .CJegro is eduoated?113 11
 12
 

~h1e q~estionaire offers evidenoe to indioate there is 

still 40ubt as to the moral and intelleotual oapacity of the 

Neg~o. o. the question. is the moral growth o£ the Negro 

i"i 
William A. Olark. "Does Negro Eduoation .pay?;" in the 

JOtJ1lNALOF lll])UOATIONAL SOOIOLOGY. Vol. III. No.3. (Nov•• 1933) 
p. 168. 
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equal to his mental growth. 55 answered yes, 46 answered no 
t 

and 35 gave no answer, whioh indicates a wide differenoe in 

oJ:)lniens. The queationaire indioates that ed.uoation makes 

the Ne.groes more substantial 01tizens , it raises their intel­

leotual level, inereasea their skill, and inoreases their 

earning power. !I!aken as a whole, eduoatien is benefioial to 

the oolored raoe and it is less oostly to sooiety to eduoate 

the Negroes, than it is to police and maintain institutions 

fer them. 

Turning fram the eduoational side of the .l1egre' a life 

1a Kansas, one will get a :gioture of the other sid.es af his 

lifeamd the influenoe eduoatien has had on them. Sooiety 

q111'bee:ft$n fails te see the aotual. true to life situation 

o~ ilie oolored peeple. White :p80ple have a tendenoy to look 

en one aide of the pioture and olose their eyes 'tid the other 

sides whioh may be the best sides. 

While obtaining a :pioture of the so01al aide of the 

Ne.gro's life in Kansas, the reader should keep in mind. all 

the time, the relation of eduoation to this soo1al status. 

J~st Where and how baa eduoat~on of the colored people 

influenoed their position in society? Baa eduoation been 

the big faotor in determining wlaat this status shall be? 

With this point of view in mind. Ohapter IV sets up a 

picture of the sooial status of the Hegro in relation to 

hie eduoation. 



.l)JEGllO SOOI.AL S~ATUS 

In order to get a true pioture o~ the Booial status of 

tke .Negro in nns~s and the part whioh eduoation has ha.4 in 

d:~t8:i1D.:t:riing his plaee in E1ooiet~, there are several sides of 

lrfi!4fewh1eh m't1stbe :p1ctu.red.. ~ha d1aoussilUI. will be dU.... 

fiied into fout main divisiens under the headings of raee 

.it~~tiii~ce••e$lth., ~1"~e, and religio~. 

~h.e best plaee to beg111 piotu.ring the sooial poeit.ie1'l of 

'Clle l\lElg;ro 1.tI t.~ g€J'baok to the time when he first began :r:e. 

b$1l-!:i!lg sQ)c):1.al reoogni tion. From the first en'firaXloe of the 

~elo2:'ed :people int0 the United states,up to 'tilas year 1665, 

~.he~+ihad :rao sooi$:l standing wort,b. m,entionilli. 1'148Y Ware 

~~'rQ~.ly reoognized as hUI1!l.an beings in most seotions ¢If tne 

~6~'trt~ 114 1$65, the ~.b.irteenth J\mandment of tJb.e 00nat1.. 

'liat:1'n ofth$ tJXl.1 ted states, waS passed. ![!hj,.s smendment 

mate alave,rr unoonstitutional in the Un1ted states and was 

oaeef the fi:rL'st steps in raising the sooial pas1 tion of the 

.Ne~oeEl. ~~ae years-later, in 1868, anot.b.e:r step was taken 

towa~a soetal reoe~it10n when the Fourteenth Amendment was 

:p.ssea~ This amendment made the oolored people 01tizens of 

the tT:o.l ted states. !Che last important legal step was the 

passing ef the Fifteenth Amendment in 1870, Which gave the 

1'le~Qtb.$ right to vote. With this oonstitutional reo0grl.:1w 

t1ou,tb.e .li,~oe8 began their aotual ol1mb to the position 

wh1o.b.they holt in sooiety tQuy. It is this present pOSition 

inaooiety and. the part ed.u.oation pla;yed in obtaining 1t,tul 
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will	 :nowce p:resented. 

RAO;Bl	 PREJUDIOE , 

Ohapter III mentioned the segregation of the oolored and 

1lQ,,~,~W:~ite ohildren, in Ka.nsas sohools. One finds t.hat same 

segresation being carried out to a oertain extent in the general 

society of Ke.neas. T.p.e oolored person often finds himself being 

for()ed into oertain sooial levels. This disorimination, Whioh 

has beooma known as raoe prejudioe, is largely due to lack of 

eduoation on the part of oertain individua1s in both races. The 

raeial differenoes whioh most oomplioate the tasks of raola1 

saJtil.Stment, are the cultural and mental differenoes of the two 

grouJa. When these differenoes are equalized, the Negro is more 

able to take oare of h~self. He is a better prOducer. presents 

fewer health problems. is less of a Qurden on the oourts, bas a 

fuller religious life, and is less likely to beoome a defeotive. 

Eduoation is the greatest force inequa~izing these mental 

and oultural di£ferences. Education trains the oolored raoe as 

well as training leaders to aid and enoourage the masses. 

Kansas has progressed far in adjusting the differenoes of ~he 

two races. The great inorease in literaoy is proof that the 

Negro is oapable of holding a high ~lace in sooiety. The wbite 
\ 

people Drought the oolored peo~le into KAnsas sooiety and it is 

u:p	 to th.em to give tbe oolored peo:ple their p:tt,o:per reoognition. 

!ae oolored raoe and the White raoe are liVing together 

with muoh mOre harmony and ooo~eration in Kansas today tban 

they are in moat of the states of the Union. One finds oolored 
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~e0ple trading at the stores ot the white merohants and 

receiving the same oourteous treatment that the white shoppers 

reoeive. O~e finds the two groups working side by side in 

OOlDEU:lD. aa'b,'or suola as road work and day labor in the oountry 

a.nd Qiit,~ Iia: tb.e laber oamps set up by the governnent, the 

me:ra. of bQth\raoes Sire wQrking and living side by aide. Of 

all tbie e!X;smples ofraoial adjustment and elimination of 

raoial ~rejudloe im Kansas, none is more tm~ortant than the 

one'which is B~en on the streets of all cities as well as in 

the rural o$tlID.uni ties where the two races Iiva together. .As 

a persen passes along the streets, he sees oolored chilaren 

and white ohildren walking side by side or he sees them in 

mixed groups playing on some vacant lot. Eduoation is almost 

enti.ely responsible for this assimilati,on of the two groups. 

As these ohlldren grow up and: take the plaoes of the older 

people in society. ra.cial prejudioes are going to with_draw 

farther and farther into the baokground. The older people in 

sooiety are the ones who keep holding up the obsolete sooial 

standards of sever~l hundred years ago~ Kansas people stand 

high in recognizing the sooial rights o£ the oolored population. 

The question has been raised many t~es in recent years 

8S to what influence the period. of so called depression, ha£1 

had in drawing the two raoes together~ Unquestionably, it baa 

had a great deal of influenoe in eliminating raoial prejudices 

and will nave a lasting influenoe on the relations of the two 

groups. When people reaoh a oertain state of dependenoy where . 
the~ have to oOQperate with eaoh other and put forth mutual 
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effor'b. t.ney tend tojorget their differenoes. Obarity has 

helped meth groups., work has beell provided fOr them, and they 

kava 'been thrown together in sooial enterprises. Although 

theseeonditi.oD~ ~ve originated under somewhat unnatural 

eiJi'oumata:m.oes. tha,y will tend to oontinue after the immediate 

:m.e~essity has passed. Tblere will be a more oommon sooial 

feeling axiati:m.g. espEloially among the oommon laboring olaSS 

of pElCilple wMok makes 'U!l the larger !la~t of sooiety. 

The problem of Aealth has been (me of the most 1mJ;lortant 

!lroblems faoing sooiety all through the ages of oivilization. 

Without health. no oivilization can exist nor Qan a race 

exist within a. oivilization unless it is a healthy raoe. The 

ol!)udit;1.ons of health within these United states have been im­

proved immensely during reoent years 'but too frequently, these 

improvaments have been made with only the white oitizens in 

mind. Health offioers have taken the attitude of why bother 

with the lIJep-oea. ![1hey can beset apart Where they oan work 

out their own proelems or die in their unsanitary surround­

ings. ~his attitude might have worked at one time but it 

aertaiJaly will not work at the ,present time. Ignoran.oe in­

vites viae and filth while eduoation eliminates them. ~he 

health of t~e Negro is of the utmost importanoe to the 

people of Elnsaa. When the oolored raoe makes up t~ee and 

one-half peroent of the total population of the state, one 

can sae the ~port&noe of their being healthy. 
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18 
At 'bla ~D~al Tuskegee Negro Conferenoe in 1914, oharts 

were displa,yed. lnw.aioh it. was shown that 466,000 .Negroes' were 

seriQu$ly111 all the time in the South. This meant 8 loss of 

eigh.'teen days a year for eaoh ll"e~o 1nbabitallt. ~lle El.n:q.ual 

bEl,et e!f .. siokness ef t.hese 466,000 Neg:roes, was ,75.000,000. 

0~e~~~~$ ~f ihis siokness was preventable. It was estimated 

t,pttJa.e aUl1,6l.1 economio lose to the South beoause of .Negro 

svi.$1Q\less 8,M death, was ever $300,000,000. ~hiB gives an 

tl!J.e~ of. ,blew i:$;pertant the problem of .Negro health oan beoome • 

!Q~e].l.iIi"o'l!llem is :t1I,ot as hig in Kansas as too one piotured for 

t:~e 6Ioi\i1.t,b. b~t it is still one Qf the greatest importanoe. 

Qi~eevery hsnd, one Etan see where l~egro heal t.h in Kansas 

h~s !.mPifoved. Their physioal healt.h a.nd the sanitary condi tiona 

of tb.e,1rsUlr:reluld.ings have been improving very rapidly. .l,'lo 

Illlnger dQes the well eduoated white persen avoid the eduoated 

oio10redI. :persll)~ because of :fear of oontraoting diseases. The 

lie~'tes have D.sen handioa.p:ped in their fight for better health 

a:c.d mo:re he..A,lthflll living 0 ondi tiona. Many times they have 

'been foreed 'bo 1iY6' in the moat undesire.blesections of the 

e0Jmlll~~jtiesand then g1ven very little assistanoe in aleaning 

Wp tbese seotiens. T.hey bave been forced to go without medi­

Q,al assistanoe or $.dvioe but against all of these Odds, they 

have JlI;&de a steady improvement in their health. 

tiS 
MQ_oe .l.'l. W()X,'k. "mu.skegee Institute More ['han an 

Eduoational Inst1tute;tt ·1n JOURnAL OF EDUOATIONAL SOOIOLOGY, 
(Nov~ber, 1933) ~. 201. . 
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fie d~2th rate fer·oolored people is in exoess of ~hat for 

waite ,eople fer every age from infancy to old age and for each 

sex, I,i;e1fery age group exoept one. the exoess is more pro­

aoaaeeiameng females than among males. Fractioally no statia­

iit31s,we;r,e ke~t en mertallty before the Oivil War but mortality 

nsgeJJ!erally.b.igh regardless of raoe. JData oelleotad in oities 

~E1veialEJ'El thstiuriJag the first half af the nineteenth oentury. 

~}:i01e:raranked high as a QBUSe of death among Negroes. About 
19 

f:1::ftr...one colored people per thousand died from it. ~his was 

dut1ngtJle ead ~l1olera years and not all the time but it gives 

anlde'a .of hew far health eduoation has gone in eliminating 

enie iisease. TGday. oholera is of very minor importanoe as a 

CiBiuse e'f Negro desths. 

!f~e death rate per thousand Uagroea today, is about w.hat 

it was fer white l?Elople thirty years ago. The rate for whites 

in 190O, was lY.l deaths per thousand. The rate fer Xegroes 

in 1926, was 17.3 deaths per thousand. In order to get an idea 

of how far the death rate haa deolined in some of the other tm­

pe1"tant iiseases o:f the .Negrl!), statistios will be given frem 

the 1$61'0 Ye{:l:r ~ .Q! 1931..32. 

~~e ieatk ~ate from tuberou10sis in 1911, was 380.8 deaths 

per Hi>0',OOO popula.tion, while. in 1927 it was 192.9 deaths per 

lOGl.i0E> or a deorease of 49 peroent. Forty;phoid during the 

19 
JNeso "l'$'¥: jg9.}t, 193~-~. pp. 300-04. 
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liig.e :p~::r;1a<l. it deereased fram 44,4 deaths per thousand ta 

+i,!i~c ie~rths per thousand, whioh was a decrease of 59 peroent. 

'A>t'iJP.l;\l~llia. the rate cieoreased fran 26.3 deaths per thousand 

~~fPIi4./Jer thousaEd during the years from 1911 to 1922. in­

elusiIe., 1>eaths frem aommunieable diseases of ohl1dren deolined 

i;';ii!]le!~e~t trem 1911 to 1927. Dj,arrhea .!!iil enteritis daelined 

~~!:~ ~e:roent and ([eaths from pneumonia declined 41.8 :peroent. 

~,,:e :r$te of cileatb. i:aoreased for only two t~es of diseases 

~1iJ,ij,Jag this period. Deaths from venereal diseases inereaaed 

t~,:;,4.2~,~. pew thollS&md in 1922 or double the death rate for 1911. 

~U~1~lis il=1 a tremendous faotor in the high ljegro death rate, 

~@it()~y for this v6aereal in:feotion but for the "degenerative 

c1I;~:s.s.ses~' wla.,1oh it s1?1per..inciuoes. J)eaths from. onroaio diseases 

$,,&04 ".~S: canoer • diabatis, oerebral .b.emoX'X'hage, a.nd orga.nio 

its~~s,~s CI).f the heart, have inoreased ra.pidly. 

~herehas been a big general deoline in the death rate 

~0:m.g "i;;Ji),e ,.eeJ.ored peeple durirJ@ the last twenty years regard­

J,~S$" Cl).;f the £aet that all Elf these diseases have heen present. 

The N,;~(!)es im]lrove their health and living oondi tiona as they 

$[d,Vatnee 1neliueati0n. !VMs has resulted in lengthening their 

span af life. ~.1D,ie millet reliable sta,tistios available for es~ 

t~~t:a.~g th,e l.1.fe span of the oolored raoe, are the statistios 

oQJll!lP1~edl. by Leu1s 1. Du.b11n, statistican for the lVlet:ropoli tan 
20 

L~.fe Ins1U'anoe Oompany. From the data whioh Mr. Du.blin has 

1$ 
O.l:!ArleaS. JQ~on. ';'h& ~ejjr5 in .Alnerioap Oivilization. 

He!~¥aelt and 00 .... .!Yew 1erk. 1930, 28 pages, p. 147. 
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Q(i)~:p1,.~~.d.Oll1e fiI\dfil 1.b.a~ the s'Veragli 11£e ef Q Negro lEl fourteen 

Yia~8 ~e~$ th.~ that of a white person. mh$ &'Verase life ex~ 

,'~tati~~ 1s fort¥-+i~e ya&r~ for the Negro and f1ft~~ne 

YQ'~s t~# t~e w~~e p~~o~. 

~'~~atiQ~~. ~1ded tAe ~a8Xoe$ in +engtheui~ t4~i4 li~e 

AJ§,~L';ri'folIll, 1ip,1r1jy-tJ:il:ree Jeers to forty....five years slnQ6 1900. 

mJ.1l:~e 1ie.~ t~t their lives b.erVEI b$EI:l+ le~g1;'he~ed. OVElr pne-thi:rd 

l\1:.th1~tiV yea:re•• Stat1st1as _Leo show tbat tAG ~Vel'e,ge weman 

l:4aS s: lLla;g;g\aw... l~te 8:iip··.eQtat1p:p. thaD, the average man. One of the 

sest eX$ln:pJ1,a~ oteIil1il.oa;t1Q~ aid1,.:p.g the lX4e·gro t.o 1:p.oreas e his 

11'. Upe;0tatiGlll1. 12 the grea.t decrease in i!lfs,nt mGrta.1.;i,. ty. 

m;_da:·ecis. ef. oelored tn!,otherQ have been. eduoe.ted to th,e po1nt 

W:ln.era1:iha,Z"U,va e:J..PA1.nated & ~&:r~e :peroen,t Of tla.a d8$~hs o:f 

ehitk;ftD &t. llir,th. O~e f1;l:).~S 1'801_1 d;Lf;f'~;reneeB aud pr~~u~i.Qes 

eJ..1m1~t.<lV.e SUCl,~ a de~ee ;1.11+ ~:n.aa$ t~t wMiia dootore and 

:mi~~Iii(tQ go.;LII.tQ the llQlllGe of t~e oQlo~ed p,opJ.,e and relq,4.r llled,1­

CUll ••!sis1l;.~ee. IV .~s tAken m~lll years a~d muOh eQ:q,Q~t1Qn of 

b..o.t1:l. raoes .D.,efQZ8 t~1s m.utual aj,.d oould be brougb.t about. 

Mall1·yGQver Ill_de a survey at mor1iaJ.,1ty amoJ:1,g tb,e Negroes 

oi tb..e ijn~tfild States .nd. fo~d soma very intereati;z+S' oe.uliilea o£ 

<l1fft:t't:n<Ht~ .1-n mor"Ga11ty arnOI),g the oo:1.ored a~ th$ white people.
21 

l?l'Elat'tUti b4:11:l., t~a most frequEl~t O(l.use of deatb. among oe>lor... 

" .. a:O;d $lnQUg wlai te 1D.fe.nts. Ls very 11ttle h;L$her t rela.tively, 

_0:rA& the Qo~er.d peopJ.e a:q.d tl1e whitEl peClple. R••p1ra-uO:t"1 

Ii 
Mary GC!>ver. ¥ortalitl ~ong ~roa!3, in. !l!! .un;!.ted 

States. .Publio HeaJ:bh :aulletin, .lio. -n4, igrB, United States 
Gevermnent Frinting Offioe, Wasbington, D. O. 
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diseases are more important oauses of death among the oolored 

than mnong the white people. Gastro-intestinal diseases, to­

gether with congenital debility, rank third as the oause of 

Beigra deaths. Injuries at birth, oongenital malformations, 

and ergsm.io diseases of the heart, are less frequent among 

the .Negroes. Oommunioable diseases are less numerous in the 

ooloreli :uaoe. Better living oonditions exist smong the· 

.Jj"e,groes in the oountry than in the towns whioh results in 

less siokness in the oountry. The l'Iegroes in the South are 

healthier than those in the :North beoause of more sanitary 

oonditions~in the rural distriots where most of the Southern 

.Negroes live. Negroes in .Northern 01ties are more hea.l thy 

than those 1m Southern oities beoause more attention is given 

ta sanitation in ~egro quarters in illorthern oities. ~he lieath 

rate fer ~e~oes 1n the North. rural and urban oombined, is 

higher than in the South beoause of environmental faotors of 

o.b.anged olimatio conditions, changed economio oonditions of 

olothing. food, housing, and medioal attention. 

Kans$s was inclUded in this survey and with these statis­

tics as s background, a person oan readily see that the health 

of the Negroes in Kansas is muoh better new than it has ever 

been in the past. Health eduoation, whioh i~ being taught to 

all oolored ohildren and white ohildren in the sehoole of 

XSnsas. will steadily ~prove the health of the ~egroes and 

the sanitary oonditions under whioh they live•. One must re~ 

member tbat all health improvement must be carried on looally 

as ne wide law Or rule oan be established whioh will fit the 



."'0 OJ" 45 
II "u r~ If 

Ii! ~ t,,".. \" Ii ~~, or 

oonditions in all looalities. 

la the autumn of 1914, Eooker T. Washington, one of the 

g:teatest Negro eduoators of a.ll times. started a "~ational 

-
.Negro Health Week" whioh has been a great success. ~ha Un1 ted 

$tates Publio Health Servioe has now taken it OVer and made 11; 

a unit of the Public Health Bervioe under the title, ~ationa1 

Negro "ealth :M(,)vem.ent. ~his movement has dona muoh to eduoaiie 

the oelered people concerning health problems and. how to mee1i 

them. 

Aothait' side of the health of the liegro in Kansas. is his 

aental health and the influence eduoation has had on it. AS 

the general eoonanio status of the Negroes in Kansas is be10w 

tb:at of the white popula,tion, it is natuxal to suppose tha1i 

ctepel1Giep.oy is more prevalent among them even though there are 

n.o oompa.rative figures from the state or county reoorda to 

verify the diffarenoe. Oonditions are very unfavorable ~or 

comparisQns regarding mental diseases because of inaomp1ete 

reeerds and ir:regulari ty in olass1.fying diseases and raaes. 

While t.b.e .l\feg'X"o pQ;pula tiQn in Kansas is only sbout three 

and a.e-half ]?sroent of the total population, the intake of 

Negro children by. private institutions is 8 little over five 
22 

peroent of the total. ~his is not 8 great differenoe and 

surely not great e~ough to draw a~y important oonolusions. 

PreJudioes against institutional oare are breaking down and 

liI.ospi tale are inoreasing their :fao11ities for both the "hi te 

II 
".liefp:O ,iae. Distribution in Kansas; 1t taken frcm the 

B8ndbopk at Kansas Soo1al Resouroes, 1931-Z2, p. 226. 
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raee elld the aolored raoe. 

Wken statistios for mental diseases are olassified under 

urban and rural headings, it is :found that the rates for urban 

e~unities are i:n general, about twioe as high as those £or 

rural oommunities. Urban .Negroes are expesed to the !nfluenoes 

whioh tend t 0 make the insani ty rate higher in oi ties than in 

rural distriots. Urban Negroes in Kansas are mostly immigrants 

Qni. for that reason, they have to adjust themselves to a new 

envlroment whioh as :far a,s they are ooncerned, is an unfavor­

able one In olimatie,i:tldustrlal, and seoial oonditions. 

Mental diseases ooour prinoipally i:o. adult life, the 

median age of first admittanee to institations for the mentally 

diseas/ed: being farty years for oQ1QrJ'~,~ ]>~tple and forty...fiva 

years for wlUte people in 1922. Ma,ny statements have heen madl 

oonoe~ing the qnestlon of racial diffarenoes in thementa1 

diseases but very few of these statements will stand oare£~t 

soientific examination. Until this Qeomnee possible. no sweep~ 

ing gemera11aatiens oan be mad.e ooncerning the suso8ptabilitiee 

of raoes in Xansas to tae mental diseases. ~he oolored race is 

better off than the white raoe in many of the mental diseases. 

~here are two ~pertant reasons for so few p90ple in the 

institutiens for mental diseases in Kansas, whioh sami t oolored 

people. TAG first reason is the faot that adverse oQndit~one 

aroOEg the oolored people are more often left to eventuate in 

disaster than those among the white people. Eduoation is 

:rsp1d11 ove~Cl)0lJ1ng this oond1.tion and with the aid of health 

aGoi.1;~e$. t)il.G Negroe. are ra;pidly ooming to reoeive the ssme 



4?
 

attention as the white people. The seoond reason for few 

colored people in the institutions, is the mutual aid whioh 

Negroes give to eaoh other. If a colored person is able to be 

of assistanoe to his neighbor, he takes the responsibility and 

carries it. Negroes with mental diseases OXf other disabilities, 

are oared fo~ by the others of the raoe instead of being sent 

to an institutio~. 

Actual statistios on the oolored population in the inst1­

tutio~s of Kansas are very inoomplete and somewhat unreliable. 

111n;J1e Annuals of the .Amerioan Academy ~ Politieal !.!!!. Sooial
..' ... 23 

Soienoe for Hovember, 192a, the editer says that in 1920, 

Kansas had less than 5,000 Negroes for eaoh 100,000 of its 

total pepU1,t~on. Of this number, over 80 per 100,000 ~egro 

population were in institutions for paupers, and from 40 to 60 

per 100,000 of the Negro population were in institutions for 

the feable..mi:aied. ~h1s was not 8 big peroent as the figures 

were tabulated on the basis of 100,000 Negro popUlation. 

Examinations of disabilities of inmates of almshouses, 

give no support to the assumption that inferior mentality is 

responsible for ~egroes entering almshouses at an earlier age 

than whites. Physioal disability, possibly the sequalea of 

tuberoulosis and venereal disease, has a great deal to d.o with. 

the oondition. Fhysioal inoapaoity se~s to be the biggest 

reason tor a large peroent of ~egroea in institutions of this 

type. 

13 
Th! American Nesro. Taken from the Annuals of the 

AmeriQan AelLd., .!! Poli tioal !!! Sooial Soleno a ,J)Jovember, 
1928, ~59 pages, p;p. 68-69. 
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~~~re ~re a D;umber of homes in Kansas whioh are conduoted 

:t'(iI~ ~i~1;~eg,~oes anti ohildren or which admit thaa, !l!he,se are 

~~t$fll listed 'as foll~WSt 

¥m!lrt.la~;,~~okElll:Cl¥k.~ ape '!t :lDllJilwo.".th. It is ma.intained by 

the 1Il~,1ie :ft~.~ $o~lle:ts. t ..b.eir widows, and their ohildren. 

iI:m.aaJ;J.i ai-fta. &91d*~:J:'..s HQJD.e !! ;8'0;1:,'1; Dodia, +t is maintain... 

,a ~i '(;,b.e sta.~e for soldie:r:s and their familias. 

Ql~,a.,~ a$~t!! l'}"Qte()tiv~ Rom..! at ~eave;'Wor~.. .tt is a 

p~1vate ~~~~1t~1~o~ for aged persons and orp~ne. 

1!tB~Q.l.I0!J1e:eo~i1sa~le4i la·!1 LelleUl...... V:o,llUltper SOlt\:b8f
,~".:, ' .' ,.' ' ': ' ",",' "' .. ' .. , 

WiQ;tA. It is lllainta1ned by the United Stat.as goverIlll:lent and 

Gares ~Q: disabled volunteer soldiers and sailors. 

014 FoilS 1 Hose .!! Law;renQEh It is kept up by the Oolored 

_,t~~t ~~a~!El ·Ooavent1on. +t oaras for aged and. infirm. :pe~so.ns. 

11!r!£,I,,&a.Qri;lt,e;qt.o:n J;i.oIne, g ~o;pek,.. SU!l:ported b;, the 

l1ta:t$.,(!)n$~ 1l'1e;re:t1l.oe Or1 tte.nton Mission for fallen women. 

,S,tatepl!riH¥ RG)QI,o at AtoJl1nson. It is m.aintainea. by ti!L.e 

state f(l>,~·cle;PieU4Qnt ohildren. 

1:G.411s:bl4,al Stb.Q01. aDd ¥1siene ~ for the Fi!:'1~;ad~esQ, at 

~,::t..~mb.~o. S1lt1Pported by the Orimean. Mentl.onite Brethen for 

.b,;_,+es~, ·'XilI~ <lest! t'Q,te Qh1ldren. 

0a+Prt,!l 9:r;PM~ Mome M Leavanwo;x;:th" leapt up by the 

Ola.],at:l" ~~"te:tTs Q~ J?:r:ovidenae :ear homeless and destitute ohil-" 

uen. 
9:r,"]~i!p:. Oh;1,;L~ens' Hem~ tl .I:Cansas 01tl. It is 8 prj,vate 

oorpo:tatieu for orphans and deat! tute ohildren. 

111.1." G',lP'U,lJ:, Qr;r.h.e:,ns #£mle !! W1ob.i te." It 113 a prj,vate ins;!@ 

tut10n for orphan ohildren. 
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~.w :;e~:pl~ in Ks.:c.aas have 8. true :pioture of the orirninal 

.1~:t~~n .~~ the Hegro raoe, With all of their eduoation and 
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'til'Plii.litM $~ $0Q1a1. View...po1nts. the white group have a. 

1;&Jldl.&illllGl' Via lee~ 61 aIle side of the .Negro pioture and forget 

lill Q'tiA6:r;j.. 1(1thou:t stopping to think whether ther are right 

Q.~ _;I~!q'7t.e wh1'fse people say t~t the oolored raoe is the 

Dil6111 Q,Q$~;aQt ..:l.a. v~e orime in JCe;nsas. When the oolored raoe 

lIJI~~,li8;.;<.Jl~'i... t:hr.eei~r,l;d (j)ue"...aalf peroent of Kansas sooiety, it is 

~.,ai ti~i:ea.Qia ",lill,e ;prQblEln\ of orime and 1ts influenoe upon sooi ... 

a,~lW ..•.~fil; ..... a ....·~b.oi'Et';. 

Qr.~eAstat:J.stios are 1nopmple1;e aDd S(IllElwhat '\.lD,X'eliable 

QJI;.ttAOE:l;e wllj,~r.bl. $~e 6va11able. will g1va one a. good l.d.ea as to 

taa. ~M$i tlJ,$ N~ig3:'O plays in Xan~e.s orime. The Negro raoe has 

an;.la:;I$.ll~i ilQ,lilt QXoeas:Lva or1mine.l elemf;)nt. With the exoep., 

t!~~.jI,,:lt; 'fia9f1l~. the majority of their crimes are oommi tted 

aill~:o.@;.. Q.~:iq;r:;j,'lea!g~ll)(ite. Neg;r:o cr1mine.lity is over emphe.sized 

m.~~ l~&$lil:r;glreat n~bars of unfair and unjust arrests whioh 

ai:~,~1.-l'i\l, ~~"/4Pu1Jl.i,Q.lty beoause of raoe prejud.ioes. .Negrees 

a:q;"~I"~e,';$fll,,:j,,lfo~d a~d identified than whi tea when t.h.ey com... 

m1.- t ..~ efj!a;lt),~i"'. !i1.b:ts results in a greatar peroent of conviotions 

~.oM l'ii;~!OIf).~.~a, ~,g;t'o~u:J are often foroed into the most un­

da:I$,;p~b;l~ :pa~tls, oft.m.e Q~u.nities and oities whioh throws them 

i~1l;E) QQjnt~;.,..it, wi th er1Ine. 

:D.',.~$o\: :t1!J v1tally 1nvolved 11:1 the successful adjustment 

oft"eJ..gal r:elst:tona af the two raoes. ~he rigkt to a fair 

tr4.~J. lill'; alta. 4G.,&~'bd.a1 j~li 1$ one of the bedroQks upon whioh 

free<lQla westa. It:1.t o!f1,:r:m.~t be preserved when the courts sea;r:ve 

twe r.,e,. taen d$U),Eloraoy i teelf rests on quioksand.. ~he Cla.. 

oh1ae:at:, of .~'Q,stiQ. 1:0. Kansa.s 1s entirely in the hands Of the 
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w~1:t~.;.Jn~~. :ije, ~s evolved the QQurt syst~. he mak;es the laws 

wh~e1il. QQ~te eufo:r;.-oe. J:LQ. fu:r;.-;nishea the J~dges. aourt offlQ,ers. 

~"d the ~u:rles. It is his great responaib11i ty, 1I1 the :faae 

Qif !8lJiJlV pe:rfJona.l felitllngs t tc) render t~f3t¢qa t.b;t-ough the OQurts. 
, , 

J~fl~es ~:e Vef1 sa~do~ Qonv1atad ~pfa1rly for & orime but 

w;};t1,te~ ~re not ~ve:c, t.ba plJ.lUs.bment whiob they deserve fer the 

s/~~e;'~e. aeoords ahQw that .Negroes draw sentel'loes whioh are 

J.~:p.g,e+" ""Jill lnO;r:8 severa t1J.e.n those drawn by whi. te men fer tne 

smp,e Qr.iBl.e. ,A.,~:r:~ t;i.cal study of prison sentences in ~sas will 

J?,:r;,~;e, t.p,i.p f3t~tem.el\\t te b lit t:r:'ue. Prebably no tr1al jl1dge would 

<l;ie'J.,~1;l,~,:r;~ta,~, g;1.ye a 4.Q:nger sentenee 'to a colored persQn then to 

~, lVfU.,'~/~i.:p,e,rsQn yet tlle faat :r:ama1nS that this .b.as been done 

m~nr t~9'S 1A t.b.e past. mhe general eduoation of the Na,groea 

MS; br:01l+g,At ~. to realize this faot a.nd they ar~ demaD41ng 

tile Ji~t1ee w.tJ.ieh :1,13 ri8~tly tb.airs, ~ha l?:resa.e Qif,..Jjlia4.8 p~ ..ju.­

d1,,~ a~4Jaa~~~sy aDd: t,aa d:es1rs of SOD1~ elasaes of wh1 te 

p.El.o.,l~ .~.o ~~1.~,:L t, Q:f'teXL leads to i.:a,~u.at1eea toward the. !lagro. 

~~.~~t &'iv~n~es ~ve lleen m.ade 1:0. raQe~t years in el1mi:aati:os 

t4iifi1~~~~~p.e8tme~t bat it w:L11 tate DluQh ec!uQati.ng of aer.. 

va;1i.. p+l!4-sses ~f wh1te people before this eaD. be e~tirely 

Et~1ID1~n&t9d. 

~he task of preserving law and order m.ay be div1ded into 

two parts. Ft~st, eduoat1on to reduae orime among oe~tain 1r ­

; il'esJil".l,b1e Ci)~asses of .iI_sroeih Be.Qolld••d1l,oatiQXl, tQ reduce 

't1~e v::J.o1$.nqe aud. 1:Q.j~atio$ ~ong the 1rreepous1ble olfsees Qf 

wa1 te peo;p1e. All the QSUSes of or1m1ns.lit1 must not be put 

0U the ')(~lGl:r.d people as there are a. great many white people 
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:Jt,_~~.!b,i'U_II.ll)k.ou<l; 1. Eih, "s laQik; of Ilodaptatio:a 10 'b,htOlaclee 

.,ad; ~:ast·~~:Qj;(l):ll),.ef the white raoe; saeoad. hi,a m:l;.pation ~rQID. 

t::a.Ql\lJ1'l?f,I;"~O 1ii~e iJoi;t;y; t.b.1;r~t t.a ..dverse eeG1;l,omie and 11v1:QS 

to':a~~.lf.;.;t&.Bjll'U~O'\\.~_e ~:iI!l; a:ra.d ftr~th. feehle..1ndellne,ss. 

1'~i!i'l,h.'iji'a.lell oft!UU;l~4.s d~e to inbern trai tSll fhe otb.e~s OaE. 

be' _114G)i.,~ liI,i¥ e4_ea.tifilt,),j' pa,1WJtaki!1i effo:rt to aclj~Elt 1.... 

l·t,Di,.;,.tra;,,1£plilM ~j...:e~, a:;',d·aM$n.e ..:ad IlQ,tern 8i~in1airatl(l:a of 

»1~_:\.;;41:liUiJtiWl:i1o.ona. 

'It.b,it.'UliIe:eaQt,1I illIJjl~J,\d. O~e OIA)a aee w4El~. las l'8~O 

BljJanie ae<'ia Q~!$tql :1:" tJaemillds' enf x.t.~"a.s pelllPle. SpOra1ia.I 

".O~$,a~'Q;~o.1" dee,j.s1ilJ),S Aave ofte~reeul 'bea iXl.ar~es li)a1"ng 

e0.1tt•.i .:.. ai~ai~s.t 4i..ooan,tj$egroes by wh:i,. ta people. Q~e of 

the,merrtli.h$il,eQ-as Qf~.lIi\ee~ a.gaiD.St 1QQOElla'b l'l.gra~eaB well ae 
p£:Lty:o:nta,is t4' Qitr!me G;f~~olU:ng whio}ll. 1e 8emn),11Jtl3'd 11\. 

'bheAeatqf.8uge:r: s,.i wl 't.l9.eut stoppill1.g to pass ~'Udam,nt as to 

wla$lh.er 1,t lEI dEu.e:rrv.t., Glt' _0't. mrOlll the ;vea, l6aa tQ tile year
26 

19Sa. lJlUitreWere f1f'by.tWfil lililQJai~8 in X$.:nElae. O#! tb.11S ;n;wn'ber. 
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eighteen were oolQred ~eople. Kansss ranked fourtee~th among 

the states in the~W¥Lber of lync.b.i:aga duriag this peri$d. Over 

one-tJairdltof the .b.$ngi~$ Wewe oarried O'Cl.t against tl1e oo:J,.lllred 

race whi4,h makes tip leas tha:a four peroent of the tot~poJ?u", 

la~1o.(il:e 4nsa.s.Mf.ltst 1~c~1nga were for the c,r::Uie of m.urd.er 

am,di lesa than one"';!'1)urth ~f them were fer· the crime of aaaa:iiU:t;. 

~ae nwnb.r of colored erim1:na+s killed i,n t,bj,$ way ia entirely 

out of proportiQn to the numQer of like crimes committed by 

whi'tie pe(H>le. ~h1s 'brings out the fe.Qt 0I4C8 more tb.at raee 

prejlldice st111 &Jl:ista among a certain o:utss of the white popu.. 

latio_ .sa:1.~t t~e aC)lo~ed ;ieeple. 

~,t~lfi> Nea~OEU\l have a relatively lower percentage of orime in 

!:a:ru;s8S than the .igrant raoea wh1ell\ C)Qina here. ~l;I;~ cr.:1,I;ne rate 

1.13 higher im. the 01ties than 1:a tl1e ao1Ul.try beoause tll.e o@lored 

]people .a tkrown1r).to a:a e:av1ro.eat w.b.j,a~ reacU.ly ~el!l.ds to 

crime. :1:4, oleani~ up of oi ty e:rdnl8. :regil!l~s e.~t.t.l.eJ ed;~'a.tion 

.~ tll~ i~Q,1. ta.:ats .1.u them is the only method of el1minating 

this o:):,ixD,~~l e~8line1a.t. Much 16 It-e:!.ng done at t.ae present v~e 

to rem,edy ~.b.e $~Uetto,:Q. 'but muon still reDlai.._ to be dQ;l,Q.e. In 

q:rrder 'lie give $ <llefi:p,1te :pioture of tAe number of iepe l.XJIll.$les 

1u the Qor~eat:l.ve institutions of Kansas. tAa ~iter ~s oom~ 

piled sever8~ statistioal tables fr~ t~e reports of the 

1nsti~t10~$. '.t'48 data in these X'spo:r.ts vary sOIl\ewaat :I.~ re.. 

l1abil:l11 un4er 'bae 41ff~re1il.t man 1:m. ~o:at:ro1 of t,bA i:aQtibtio~s 

but tllk'n &$ a whQle. they give alii. pb~eat1Ye view of the lfegro 

arime situat10n as it eXists in Kansas. 
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T.uJ;,E XI 

P~€) .,~p ~;~IW~:Ql:O TO ~lUlJ W~, ,,-. 
. Im:OU"~I4L F~. LANSING. WSAS 

AX.I'1 Wi lai. lA, ",IliIie@1 Jifh jt"r;t,i F'IPQiat ot.lot.l. 
';ii!~,'22 eas ~2 14.7 

J.9H; lii4; 123 

l~.... 'Ja'fl,). 
,74 1,0~ 1i.6 

··1921 Vee. 120 15,'1 

liJa ~2j 145 2l9 •. ll> 

a.9;2S'1a rl:J.:r 16i 23,1 

;lAtti§,!!l~I,~),tIIU :B'... ' " ,re weJ:e WOI1le;rll. a 
to the W'l'Ulen r E:1 In<t,ustrial Flu~m. Of this group, 92 or 14.7 
J,::r:9!~:t.we:r;'EtdUJ1;~'QdwOlllen.R,~El,~;' lA-k,l manner for Qther 
two ,ear periods. 

{",:','i:, ,'," "J.' r"., '.,., ,';,' 

!Cable IX gives the number and peroent of oolored WOOlen 

taken into tlleW0Inen's Industrial Farm but it dsee J3.Qt give 

the length of term f~r ~h1oh they were sentenoed. For turtaer 

InfO:r.1l\atien on t..b.1s topio, refer to the footnote given at the 
. . 

bottom, of this page. 

I~ anallz1~ the data given in Table IX. one oan get an 

idea of the 1~lue:noe wbieh eQon,omia eonditiona in Kan,SIUI has 
"­

upon the rate of orime among Negro women. Beginn1nl with the 

report ofl924. the peraentage of oolored !nmates deolined 

steadily as eoonomic conditione ~proved. I~ tne report of 

1930, the peroentage of colored inmates jumped up and oontinued 

tm ol1mb c!ur1ng the period of the last report.. !h1e big i:n.­

orease was probabl¥ due to the collapse of good eoonan10 
n· I II-"j*h ­

Jli1sW_1ilio:rts !! thl WQXU,an' I!I In,du.str~.l :t~:,m. ~~1!it 
Xanra&l. 1922-32, 4.no1us1ve. 



aonditions in Kansas. One oan Bee by the tendency of inoreased 

,crime ril!.uring Jleriods of hard times, Negro women are not as well 

elu.es.ted to mee] !QIllJl;lP1JI.i~,e~nges 1n life &8 aIle the w.b1 te 

.om'~1!1'~'t1l():r&altl.!t'ea.aoatleIiwill tend. to eliminate this weak:.. 

llli9SS'. 

'In a study made by E.:W'anklin Frazie:r, 2Gbe foud that 

i11'~!t1JJate Birthaamong .Negro WOOlen in Kansas have remained 

abc)1i~ Cio~stant during reoent years. .fa. slight inorease is re.... 

g1stetedlf'er the paX-iad. from 1917 to 192B liJut the inorease may 

'be aitril~;u.ted to amore aoo"Wl'a. te keeJing of reoords. :Better 

edU(hi.1H.o~ and m0re stable li.l:ag oQndi tions will gradually 

el~lnate this type of offence in Kansas. 

~a'hl;e x, pag856, reoords the :o:umber a:f leiro oonviots 

listed.. in the Kansas st&l.te J?Etnitentiary at Lansing. In. 

analyzIng; the data given in 1'able I, the reader must keep in 
I ' 

mincIth.8.tl th-eremay be a slight error in the classifioa.tion 

of the i~ates. Some of the reports are not aocurate in 
, } 

eliminatitag Mexioans, Mulattoes. ana. other :race groups from 

the .N'egro: group. 

Beg1hning witll the.year 186:3. there was an almest steady 

inorease In the ueroent of Negroes in the penitentiarya:p to 
I'; ­

t.lle .reJert of l~lO. Frli)Jl1 that year down to the reptlr'b of 1932. 

t~ere was a rather steady decrease in ~he percent of ~.gro 

1Il1nsteii. !l!~e peroent of .lIIegro illmates is too high in relat10n 

to the percent Qf Ne~o population 1~ Kansas but the faot still 
t,.. ' t ' , $ 

a,f, .,' '" ", ,/,
'lS1. Ft"'11~Flr"mter.'''ArJ. .4:ttl.alysis of Statistios on 

.£\lagro I:Lleg1timaoy in the United St_tee; n in SOOIAL iOiOIS. 
Vol. %4, No. 2 (Deoember. 1932) pp. 249-62• . 



!I!A.BLE X 

.&E,(lIi.O QJONVIQ!l;'3 LISTED IN THE KANSAS. 
STATE :&UITE.IlfTI.ARY. L.AJ~HaI:NG. KAl.'l6Ai 

X~~\'lT; ~!l)te.l lito •. 1:.$;e6 l'l~. !f~Ilr'eaS J?$;r:oent of mota.1 

~i&i43 , 13.9 

J.8i~ aS4 35 14.9 

liiQ '91 111 

1EHi31 9.rOt!) 169
 

188;8 9;.29
 153 16.6 

1~02 1@$9 299 

19@' lZOf) 3154 

1908 1314 446 

. 191~ 890 3215 36.5 

1\tl2 909 527 

1922 658 170 19.8 

1924 612 18e 22.4 

1926 9S2 174 

1928 974 146 14.9 

1930 1080 172 16.9 

1932 1329 214 16.1 

Read a e us: ra 8 3, ere we~e e 
Kansas penitentiary. Of this group, 6 or 13.9 peroent were 
.Ne8rDElI;hlR8~d 1.11 J,ike matuae): fer ether yElEl,rs • 

H_ I .. . 
• 
J1f1~Q;LRe;PClrts .e! ;thf!. KanfJ~.s state ~.e~tent1e.rlt 

Ls.na1ni •. .tsyas •.~P61 !9. 1952 Wi"'11 o8rtain reports unAv,a11able.,
; . "',,.' ,"" -,.. ", -. ,'-' , 
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r$m.ains that muOh :p:t.'ei:Jlleas 1.13 being made in Qutting down. the 

.#~~Ua. e;L,§.~Ulll,t. alAO:pe;~.e;.r0ll};S. 

~ie $:nl;(§\ge ale f~~ the iIIID.~t~s was a:p:proximatel~ tWElnty­

fi1FEIl >tEJ·ar~. .As .Q.t.lher eduoatio:p. :1,no:reasee amo~ the Nagroes 

ot K$.:rutas. more ~ more of these yeung men will be :f'0und in 

theJschooJ,s ins'teQ1.:11 of reaming the streets getting 111.te trou.ble. 

A flrta$ facing at· the reaso:n~ tor E@groes in the :pamtentiary. 

and 'then the el~4.:nation of thase re~sons, will gradually ~eduae 

theeelored er~~~ality to a min~um. Taa prison officials are 

doi~g muop. .te e.~~o8.te the .l.'leFoes by teaohing t1i~Jll. industries 

aIldl t:radea .while~hey are in the institutioul3. 

!!ab:l,e ~i;t:_ :p~ge 58, reaerds the number of Ne~o 1m.B.tes 

listea iu tJae K~as state Industria.l Refl:)rmatory at J:1.atohineon. 

I:n .•m.al~zing !f_.b3,a XI. one finds t~t it QOrrEH3PQ~ds very 

o;!.o'l:Iely to Table .x fQr the inmates of the state pe:tl1telltiary. 

5!hepalP0t;lnt of ljfilgro inmates inoreases somewhat ste~dily during 

tke,fd.rst few yee.rs of the twentieth aentury and then dealines 

te the, p1"esentl.i~e.:l:b.e responsibility for most of this dEl"" 

01158' ean be t~aQed direotly to more and. better eduoation of 

the oe1ored ohildr,en. When one realizes tha.t the average a.ge 

fe:r tiJ.eima:bes ef the iust! tut10n is between sixteen and. 

twell.ty.... t1u:'ee years, he oan readily see how eduoat:i!Lon is keeping 

them i~1l)m 'UrlDg 1:/h.rewn inte bad oGmpany where there are many 

opportUlilitiE.lI9 for oommitting c:rimes. IntEl~J.1gent ooope;ra,tion 

on t~e pu't ot 'luluJ. 'bs in liloaiety along with the work wh1o-h t.b.e 

ec.hoo;L.,~ea,Q1.;p.Il! .nd most of 'hhli.t!ee :petty o:r1plinals Oa.n be 

eliminated. The ohief offenoea whioh the inmates have been 
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19,0).9 

19.!lGl 

~.9;J.:L 

1~1~ 

ed a a :US l n 9, e» ewere 
in the In~uatrial Reformatory. Of this n~bert 41 or 22.6 
peresl'll.t.'iere .Negroes. Rea.d in like manner for other fears. 
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1905
 

1906
 

1907
 

1908
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convicted fer in rece:mt years are gram: larceny i seeont degree 

fergerY t olU"g];sry. a.d seeana'dagree liIuglary. .mena af theBe 

offenoes are elassifia4as serious but 'they will eventually 

laaE1!.tn"toUl'oreseltiEl'lls orimes. lIJI.o$.t @f the i:mmates whe~ asked 

the; raasonsfozi oomm.i irbi:mgthair offences gave the answer that 

they .h8et .lad 'no gu,idSBe e frmn theirpa:tents or .had nail 110 par.... 

e.:i:ba.,i'hey fid :falle. in wi"th bad of1Dlpa:ay whioh had tsu.ght 

thE to dobaaa.eads. 

!D~ X:p; 

l)T~<l~O I*..~m$ OF T.I:iE llOlS' Il{l)lTSTRIAL· 
. SQ:aQ~:r... TOPE.KJ..' ~SAS' 

Ye~r" 

1908...@9 

1909 ...10 

1912-13 

1913...14 

1918-19 

1919-20 

1'20...2.1 

1921-22 

1922...24 

1924...26 

1926-28 

1930...32 

aes
 

, t- _± 

Wt'al ~!,~ Imates 

116 

148 

125 

liB 

177 

12S 

138 

140 

235(3 year)
(period) 

294 I' 

324- I • 

258 I I 

e In 
the Boti!l' I:t:1d:u,str:LatSehtG,u,. 

No, ~t)JGoaiS 

32 

23 

39 

30 

49 

39 

28 

20 

64 

126 

128 

64 

llercent of Total 
J-, \, 

28.4 

15.5 

31.2 

17.9 

27.7 

30.9 

20,3 

14.4 

27.2 

42.' 

39,5 

24,8 

... 9. there were 16 nmates in 
Of this numb &1'. 3e 'GJtt,. 26.4 

::P_rQ,,;o.t we~lit CllQ1Clrell. aliterd in like manner for other years. 
'll;·f~! .. "
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~la, totB.~ llltmlDer of boys X'Goeiveo. in the .8$Y8' Iad"Ustr1al 

~~.p.!l)Ql f:r0Ql. JQ8 5, 1881 to Jue 3<:>. 1'30 was 6211. elf this 

J!lili1m'be~i 150U OJ!' 24.26 peroent were 00101'80.. .Again the peroent 

~f ieg;l!lo 1~ate~ rue rather 11igh but still far frem the .b.igk 

~YEil;~gEil't~t mo.st ptAlPJ.e itl. .. Xaue.s kave a ten<iienoy to think. 

~l\EiI ,.. wlde ::naQtl.QA1..i·ens im. the pere emt of .Negro iDllates for 

Cl.,+,f,+@rent.yea,rs m.ay be partly s.aoounted for by inaoouraoy in 

the reoOrda whioh were kept. Various war4ens of the institu­

tion olassified the inmates differently for their reports and 

this faot makes the reports somewhat ~eliable. ~ake~ as a 

summary covering a Ilumb er of yea.rs, the reports give a goed 

ideao! tha tendenoy of ~egro boys toward crime. 

Tae ohief om.'b1es for whioh the boys have been oOllvioted 

in reeent years are stealing, inoorrigibili ty, auto theft,. 

and delinquenoy. Most of 'these orimes are due to bad asso_ 

ciates and bad environment. Im,proper hGma oondi tiona or no 

heme training at a11" 1,8 giyen by most af the boysa8 'the 

beg1nJli:c.gef t:.h.~ trellbles. ~.A~re Jaae been a very sharp de... 

eresae in the number and percent of oolored bOY8 in the 

1nstitut:Lon during "like last 'ew years. !Chis oan be attri... 

buted to better eduoation o!oolored boys and to better 

env1roanental oouditiona in th$ oities where most of thabole 

are ooav1oted.. B:ansas has made muoh pl"agresB in tAa werk of 

1mpr~v1~ lb.. l1viag oonditions of its oelere4 oitizens. AI 

tJ:Le mas_, of ,;p.eo:Qle 'beeome mere highly eduoated, juv.mile 

del~~que~y w1~1 ~~dually decrease. 

I~ ~e 1932. there were 1~4 girls in the Girls' 
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27 
Ini'l;l.strial Schoel at Biloi t. Of this number. 22 girls or 

13. {) peroent were 001ere4. !I!he :peroent af HegJ.'o girls in. the 

I:adusn1al School is about bAlf of' that fOr the boys. !rAe 

ohief offences ~ the girls were immorality. incorrigibility, 
, 

delinq,uenay. and evil ass0oiates. All of these offenoes can 

se reduced or eliminatea by proper education of the gir18 and 

Ukprovem.e:at of their envi7:o:nmental conditiona. 

RELIGION 

A pi~ot~e 0+ ;t;he ao01al status of the lie~o in h:nsas 

;would be inoomplete wi tJaout a v1ew of his reli,g1ous life and . 

t~e ~portant, part whioh eduoat10n has played 1n 1m.p:roving it. 

;cPii Oilier to get a haokground fO,r the pioture of #e~o religion 

1~~"'~8,$. a b,i,sf table will be given to slAG}V'the religious 

P~,O'"EHaS af ~'e,groes i:l). th.e Un1 ted ste.tes from 1866 to 1933. 

TABLE XI,tJ; 

1UlLIGIQUS iaoQPSS OF :WEGROES Ili ~KE· 
U~X~ED ST~S FR~ 1866 to 1933 

1866 1~13 

;ij'QJllb e:r: of oh.urokes .. _­ '700 42.00Q 41,300 

OOlIQ;JlU1U.oants .....- ...-- ­ ... 600,000 5,000,000 ",600,000 

S~clay SCAQQls ... ---­ - 1,000 ~i!.00't:! ~,Q8'0 

S~ay s:$,QGol pupils - , 50, 000 2. J..M,j wrt:~i I" J.~it* 

Value ef ehure.bl. 
property _---------- $1.000.000 0200,OOO,OOQ 1196,600,000 

:n 66.he::re were '. .l.it,sr Q C)p-uohes 
ill th.ek u~tEld States. I)). 1t33, there were 42,000 .liepo
oh:uo.b.es in the United States. !l!h1s was a gain of 41.3GO J.jeg:r:o 
churohes in 64 years. B,ad in like manner for other i 11.... 

b i $ J ~ ijI 
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~a:blle XIII sa.aws what a tremendous gain the ooloX'e4 people 

h-.ve made in their religious life duriDi the last sixtywfour 

years. ~he,churoh is the most powerful institution in ~egrQ 

life. A larger proportion of the oolored people in Kansas are 

reached by the church than 'by allY ether inetitutian. !l'hia 

makes it ine Gftll$ most 1.mpQrtant mesm of EldU(Hlting the aoler­

ed race as a greup and especially those who do not have aooess 

to the schools. ~here are hunareds of colored people in K;psas 

who have never meen ,inside of a modern sohool building. In 

fact. the prOpGrtion of ohurch membership amo:ng negroes is high­

er than the. pr~portion emong the whit,e population. !CAe Gansu 

af RfJllgious bodi9.@.9.! 1916, showed thst forty-five peroent of 
.~ . , " , ~ 

the total Negro papulation in the U'n1ted states were ohuah 

mem.mera while olll, thirty-eight peroeJat af tha total whi.te pop­
. 28 

-alation were ohlU'eh members. 

!duoat1en haa been oarried on through the ohurch beoause 

af the strong grip of the religious motive on the emotllnal 

nat'lJ:r'e of the ~Qgro. The churoh is not used as a soo1al build­

ing fer ohurea CilJlly but 1t Be~ves as So oemmunity oenter where 

the Negro makes many gaod oontaots. Good speakers are brought 

into the ohurohes for the purpose of enlightening and st~~ 

lating the oolored members. A large number of Oli>mmunitl 

enterprises erigi:aate in the ohuroh and are oar~ied out b1 them. 

for the general grawth and devel~pment of sooiety. 
2S ,12 , " ",1,." ,;, J, , - "" 4 

!lb.omas J. Woofter. !Che .Basis of :aaoial MjllEitulen't. 
Ginn and 00 •• .New Yerk, Oh:Liiio, re"to:T 19~5, 2n-'pages, p. 212. 
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va~y 
,\ 

maok oo~f1.ai and well Grganized. Eduoation haa taught 

'bAe .Nape tke faelishness and. inaGlequaey of the old type of 

hysterioal serviae which was characterized by moaning, shout­

img, skaking ef tAe beay. jumping and rolling on tha floor. 

:i:he Gnly Negro ehurehes in whioh this type o.f serviae is found. 

teday are tkese wh.iok are built up and organized around in­

cliviill8l preae.m.e:t's or leaders who split away fram the Gther 

oharehee. ~~is type of oongregation is slowly giving ground 

befera the ai-vance of better ed.uoated preaehers ad people who 

have learned. the meaaing of religion and self-oontrol. 

Most of the ~portant Negro oh~ohes in Kansas have adap­

ted a tef~B1te educational polioy. This educa~ional poliey 

snmraoes not enly the Sunday schoel but also oontributes te 

the support of den~inational schools. Many sf the den~in­

atianal sohools and eorreotive institutions in ~nsast are 

supported almost entirely by church oontributions. The teaoh­

ing of morality and the value of oultural development by the 

ohurohes has gene far in raising the eduoational ani sooial 

l.vels of the colored people in Kansas. 

~ae schools are realiZing the value of churohes as edu. 

oatio~l institutions and are oooperating with t~em in order 

to reach a greater Deroent of the colored popUlation. By 

Qombillilag the t,eaohing (l)f tba. churches and the sohools. the 
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Ne~o is slowly b,t steadily raising his 800ial standing in 

K.ans8s. 1&s oElnditiolUl 0)£ .b.ealt.l:i. a~e improving a~d his 

or1minal :eeQ0J:i'ds ared;eolining. :S;e is beillg reoognized 8S 

a4e11,nite ;part ef eoo1etyaJa<t is b$ing give:m. a plaoe ill it. 

, I, 



t, 

EOON~IO, IHDUS!aIAL, AND EOLI~IOAL STATUS 

The ec::u:ulcnie status of the :Negro in Kansas is muoh more 

staBle than·it is i~ msBy other atates of the Union. The 

slie.lilJ.lit, 18 e$used by m.ore Negroes hav1ng :permanent ibomes, 

steit/611 jQba, _ad 'better education. ~.h.e Negraes are learning 

to ~ij~t themselves to their economic needs but they still 

have a long way tQ progress before their eeonwnie position 

will seseoure. 

TAe .Negro lives aearer tJae marg!. of eCG1!lomie se01!1Xi ty 

tl.!l:s.n thew.b.ite mall, eOlUJ$qu.e:mtl~ flliOtliat':tens 1n employment, 

a.4 qges affee'b him m.ere readily ama. mozre severely t.b.aD they 

do the white m.an.. Any type (ilf eeenomie depressiQn oauses a 

larger percent of Kegroes to be out of work than white men. 

As long as 8001et;v pregre.sses in a certain set system, the 

oe10red pel'sen 11ves with very little worry but as soon as 

some ch.ange oomes up which demaDis that: he readjust his meth­

od of living, he is unable to meet the si~ation. He finds 

himself out of his customary routine of 11ving and. unable to 

maintain his eoonomie standards until a readjustment ean be 

made. 

~b.8 eoonomio progress of the .Negroes in the United states 

has been very great during recent years, Table XIV, page 66, 
I 

gives a brief picture of their general eoonomic progress dur­

ing the last 64 years. 
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TABLE XIV 

EOONOMIO PitOGiESS OF :NEGliOES 
UIUTD STATES FRavr 1866 !fO 

._. 
IN i'.HE* 
l,g30 -

;L8QI~ 19;~O Gain 64 FS. 

12.000 '1'50, 000 'l:iS8,eJOQ 

:m,,:mxr.s OpElrlli'ali "et " 20,000 1.OQa,OOO 980,000 

hs$li)(~a;SeSi 
Qonduoted • • £,100 70,000 6"1 t goo 

, he",ewere·. ' omes o'WJ!lad 
o!y Negroes in the Umted States. In. 1930, there were 750,000 
aomee ewae:a'bl Jtleg;:oee in the 1:TtJitedStates. Thte was ae i:n­
c:reaaEi C)f VLiS 000. homes OWlil-Eul b1 ieg;J:0es Clur1ns &. peri,Gd of•
 

i


64yeare.~ieacl i:s. likEJ manner forothar items in table. 

No atat1atl()·s are available as to the number of oolo;r:ed 

people in Kansas who have batik aQoounts but in talk~ng with 
, • '0' 

colored people am with bankerS t one finds that a very sma:kJ. 

peraent of the Qolored pop~atlon put'money in the banks. 

~he tendenay not to save money may be aooounted far in three 

ways. ~he first reason is that the average oolored person 

lives a "haPP1-io~luokyU tlP~ of life. ~ long as he has a 

dollar he 1a willing to spend it and let tQlD.orrow take oars 

of itself. !Che 6eoonl reason is that very few of the. oe:lored 

people .blold :pos1tiona. which pay enough wages for them to save 

large ano~nts of money. ~heir jobs are muoh more irregular 

than those of the white men sO they need their surplus to .. _. 



tde esis efih. wUle tlD.ey are out of work. ~h.e 1iJ:li~d. 

!te~IH:lB £e:r their fa11ure to save money is the faot that most 

aol$rEf,1 'El$:ple a;1:;8 wiilll:La.g te share their money wi tb. their 

l!JtleJll.iEls .~ni'trelet~ves·.· M~i aol19rei :peo~le have lil een eon­

It~(iJieJ!I1 we:e.ltiy';at'i;ije 'fUme while at s. later time the.y have 

lle'Sll.kw!1.1i1ltlft:Lt h 
l'tUldsleea1ise tlaey shared their 1l'leney wi tb. their 

1";!le:Jll;tis'0;!iE.dJ!'Eilitiv$:a. ~hese traits of the colored peeple 

keep .lhem'so lril;e81rtble eeenomio margin that they have no re.. 

sejve 111)<illll; .:alt4JR t\ilaraw in case of need. 

'iFaeeo.~~.Pl~0 sta.tus of the l~egro aifae ts the ether s,:td.as 

ie:f liJl~!·l.,tf'El.M~~I~.of t!hl.e .l1e·gro's law edllaational atanda:r:<l 

~... be.&loeiitj0 1a4s unstable eoonomie poa1tion. He is Wl..... 

a:tl!ei':!lio·:·:P"'t"J'd!':t)1r edu<\latiCUl and fo~ th~t reason, large n..bers 

,fe:tt:LA\)l'ted, Q!b:l1ti:e¢l. stay out of sohool in order to wQrk fot' 

a li'V~q.. ~$i&s1s heJ.p+~ this situ.ation by l'elg;u.tr1:m.g all 

~.ilc!L3!ia.'etw$eE. eeJt'tai:m. ages to attend sohool. Tb,e qulue:n 

alE" e tak.;b.i~'C~. the puhlia sahoals, giveu a free ed'l1<ilatie:m., 

811d as. a rel$~'i' they will be better f1 tted to meet their ae... 

GnOBie pro1),l_s_ 

A.J.t.h.Q~h. tile c!lieath rata for Negroe~ in Kansas US ooniiin.... 

l.led 1]«1) deei:t~$.t.he;re are still a great many d.eaths due to 

laok of fQioia.bd snelter. Many deaths oan be traeed t@ t1l.e 

peer e_G,11!GIi\l,d:a o'o~dit1e:ne ~der whio.h aome of the oolored 

people~:U"ve. A. g:t'8ELt deal of the illegi t1maoy among the alllJ.or ... 

ad race m~~ het!rseed d.i1',atly to ihe;l.r eaonemio oond11i;L(i)xUh 

They 40 :nia1] have e:aough mac-a:f to ..ft1'1 on a legal ~arr1ad life. 



68
 

lVla~ :p~tllY o1!l.mes are oomsi tted under the direot u.xoge of 

Jl4El,.,ass:t 1iF. 

_Et~ \lila -q.b.e many weaknesses whioh still I1,eed to be 

e:e~r.ated i_t11e eOlilX\.om.1e life of the Negro. he is making 

g~"eIIt.]lJ~opee$ 1_ :Kansas. ~he seaoola are rapidly tra.ining 

lJllft~oJ.Qlt'ed.j!)~s aM gi:r;ls to realize their eoonomio WElslt­

~,~liUlea. 8&d .aew -to Bleet them. :New leaders are arising among 

'the eO~li):Jl8d PE»"uatj.on alli. these leaders are truly edllasted 

m:ea w1t.as:e$en'bifioally trained minds. General eiuoation. is 

1:nQre.sij;:ng'i(J~ 1;ae mass af oo:l:.ored :peQ:Ple while more and more 

OJ! th.an are atte.J1l.d1ng oolleges I;lud univera1ties. The aolored 

~eroip.lea:r;a .learn1ng. to ad~~st themselvea'ta tJ.aeir urban 11v.. 

$i1/ill/a~i:a~it.4.~~. W1tll.e sp~ead o1rQul,ation of He,g:t'o papers and 

at;ili!.~e:~:ne.s givea th,eIIl a 'broader outlook on economio eo:nc1itiona • 

.Aii. t~e jrasen.t, the colored pEiUllpl~ are mere epllOlXl..1atio 

~~n l.~ w~t~ people over the eaon~iQ aonditio~B of K&nsaa. 

T:b;. Q'il~lJi)re;4 ~eE)];,}J,e sa1 that the .Q.$$& 1i'tlG.·ee are .j'\],J.ling them' 

tQS8/t.a.e.r. te$Q;~;g.g them thrift. oooperat.ion. and aaue,ing the 

wh1.1& a$l;.¢l, tJ.!!,(iJ oo~~reld ;;aces te draw o1eser teget.b.er. :r;r8~ees 

are Qi.e,ln, aO(i)9:{:rtfl)l!l and treated more oourteously 1n trains. 

store.e. ~est8u;rants. and sohoole. ~.b.e whj, te people are real... 

iZ1~ the value of .l,\le.gro trade ana. 8r,e welooming .hie 'busiiess, 

~.b.e two ;a088 arie werki.ng eide by side in. many ente:r:prises 

wk:t.eh taey Jl),8VeJ7 eatered into befllll"e. Whether'tib.e rela:tiona 

will beper:manent. tim.e will tell ,lrtlt·8.'t··"t~8_.:p~e.. "t;;iUA!e 

the .4,OI!JI~;l;.() Jita.1i)4_~tl$ (:)1 1me cGlored race aId! the white raBe 

are m,O!:l:8 _earl;,v IU:1 the Same level than they have ,verb.en in 

the past. 



~ 

1'.A8 biulatt£l is given SQQls1~ eduoational. a~ eoot!\;Qm.i.o pl;"S... 

feare.os ever the full ...\!Ji:!roeded ~egrG. 

!UnEl white people who h~lp to retard. tb.e eQo~omio progrese 

ef the ~eirOt may be divided into two olasaes. ~he f1~et 

01••• 1a maie up li)f tnGHHJ people who in variQus WB,1i1 ex;ploi t 
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iJae,Iie,_\Qf:G:r tJae1r immediate p18as~e or prefit a~i wit.out 

:Q",aar,! f$:rt.hl.e Jll4.glile(l.' !ilJ," ul t1mate j..terests 0! .itlaer raoe. 

'Die Qi8 •.Q;ardl alsea is toot whiah under the gu,isa of b.el:pful~ess 

t!ill ~e.,GuJliQr:JredJl'~eet Wbins.J.ly a.QOepta the ~ulatt0 element 

~d.,$i,a'Q.t.s;1ui it !!tilt'0 :pQsi1t;1.e~$ of leadership. TtJ,us the Negro
,'. " "", , . . 

:ra~e !$'41a.riEJlil:'it6lc1l 'b~ thGse whte.h. make up a 'base;, element of 

.,j.OJl'.·.e.flll~i~tely si1nlatei raoa. $:I!I,a wi:tJa 1itj;le audea-v:oll' I 11 

.Jo~e ,'tile 'b!l'i~ ·1tJae Cldaaraote:rr or the :f:.ntelligenoa ofe:l. tlil.Elr 

Jl'i&O·EI' (u0.ii.&ir41~ej(J)1!ly alllEl. s;m;ergeti.eally upo. t.lile s1t11J.atio:n.. 

!V\l11!ei[.!Q;~l lilel1illiQl!l for the~pr0vemem.t ace tlile eee:m,am.io 

:t1fs eftiteJl4gr'O is 1l1:0sder and. m.ore geaer:&l ed-aaat.1o,a. 

E'._iiSi.j'tl~!fi$ipi.~1~ ei'Q,ea:ting tae NegrCl OJl sean_i.e pIJe'blos 

.~i"B;· a;,Jf'ea~tQf tlUs edu.oe,t1e11l. the Ne,8'l',r 8 eee~0.~e l~O~ 

IU~~1on .b.$s lileeome llC:t'e sta.ble t he is beoGming more able to 

take Clare eif ~sei.f fina:aoially. 8.:m.dto p:r1eviie 'tl.l16lQ;eOeSllW 

.1tte'so:!iildi£e. 

IN~PSmaIAL 6~~TUa 

!elJ,e ~aa ~.e8,To has found himself getting along mu.oh 

bette:r: in 1X),cil.us:Qry during reQen.t years than ever 'bafera. J)U,.e 

to his ad3u.stnlellt to t.b,e industrial oOlldi tion.s of EAxual,a,s and 

4u8 to .l9.is greater edu.oatiCln, h8.is beooming more staeJ,e in 

1n.d~.trl. Xt is a~operat1ng with the white ra~e and work1~ 

81«& D1 81d. with tbe white labQrers. 

~.b.e+e are IUiv~ral d:1,:ff1oulties facing the Nfilgro in indus­

try. "'oit:\i' th"s_ dif:f1oU1t1es "lte raoe :pre~l1dioe, lower wages 

than whit. workers. mQre diffioUlt ~obs When. doing pieae work. 

1_b:tl~tl to SBin .ooess to some of the better trades, and 
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m.b,elaii1$1i1a:L It_a. liht@1nese~eaDEt made a s~vey of .N.gro 
29 

lrla.s1tJ.ess 8l!l.'tear;p:r:1aeSll\ tlU.;rty...three 01ties in 1928. Of 

2.'1" Et:atejp:r1~BeB studied, gtoae~1 steX'es reJX'esellted 19 per. 

"EtJ];'~ barDe. sllll!lps :l4 perlu)u'tl. ele8:a4.n.g. :pl'eaailQ8, ani ta11or­

l:m.g ests.ll'lisllUnents J.1.1 :pex-aen,t; reata1U'ants 11 :peroe:at; drug
 

frtieres, 8ute meo.hs.ni.olil ad servioe t4.84 wita (6 peroeB,t each.
 

N~t bllili1nEtsseIiJ .'Va spr~ UJ fe!r,' the .£fe~o. .lie is ta.k­

ina aEi aat1ve pa!l!t in 'ba:cks, :i.:m.s~aJ1oa oompardes, :n.e'WBll8.pers. 

8~d.· ltlSs:1. estate tu.81ttesa. ~re~12.d1QeB 8.gai.nst ttle eli 'bus1ness­

as Aelpei 'bMnew0aaes. As tae .N.,g:r;e becomes better eduaste4. 

;aeoCl)e!peJratea with ether Negra 1:ro.si:m.eSB men and tjll,e business 

~Cl)~S glve ~ lXl.~~e:r eaa~ tiGn. (J/aei;re were teD. local 'bu4,... 

ness laapes· for .Negroes i.:aXe,nElas· in 1919. At the ;present 

t1me there are t~ee ways in wlilioh. t.ia.e u:o.1ll>;Ji1;s deal with oelered 

lalJe:r. !L'lII.e l)fIB:r~es are organized into se:parate sub"rUnate 

~Cl)oal lUU,ons. 1.tQ separate eoorUaMte leoal u.1e1l.S. e:r Vl;J.~y 

&l;"B inoluded: in the same leoal 1U11ons with the _1te mea. 

Mo'stof the labor unions in Kansa.s, :i,noluda the ,N$gr(i) 1. tileir 

o~e;anizat10Wi!l. 

Adjustment of th$ .1'l$gro a.nd organised le.bo;r is one 'f the 

mO$t important JilhaBes f);f raoe relat1ll'nflJ beo&.$$ f:IQ1l18 of "he 
.. 
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~Q'$".v'.~l,elil.:;t, :z:~ae f~iQtiGn arises from eOf>norn10 oontaots, 

i@PEUJil.{il.~~f4J.;'i~ll)fU"~lcla of ~emplg~ent. :rAu"1:ng suoh peri.... 

'ilil ~iw lltlfil. ist1a.e til.rglittf0X' the jealous1 of tlle whi lle man 

t'l1iii "i.JWO;r:~. !Dh~ ,."ella l1e,gX'o is the aoa.pe ....goat fOl" orime in 

if.~" fUJili!mll,,~~i~'I~'i 4iiJti:ria.ta.ea~~:f I3trj,.:fe and eve!), riots have 

;r.?esu.lll!i".i.l1i11.· e11ii.e,$ QeeSJllsa em;ployeXQ bve laid eff .rIe8rGea 

·:r'8t:.ri[EI.,ef~.:f'ise"i~X'd.ti a:ad IiiLlao Qeoausa ~plG1etEi u,ve re.... 

i'~3~df.0ll.1.;iie.~9s wao had se:Qiori ty righta. 

!g,~!,.an'iiiia. :W~le. the lle~oes are mqeh mo:r:-8 Glesira.ble as 
-

} .
 

~,i)u"~e~,, ~&ll:ra..i~:;b.e Jil,e:w 1lnmig:r1a~ts WAG are ...
~'b:~e'telil]l.ea.k_g,

:;L~S')O~ a;4§pt ~Jl_selve$ to 1i48 ways of 1:ai1lstry. Manzr 

q,lg,,+atf~!,,1r;~'M .:ae:L:aEU"ag the 11~ ted $tates ~ep8r1nent 0f N"bor t 

a%e~ii.iil:!lli.e~~~g valuab~e se$'viae:Ln kee:pillg ]\rGpell;'~elatieas 

\li,E!~E!)E!;a.1i.\il;e .'~,lott'e.d and tha w.bi te lalurers it !Cl:iI,e task: of ad... 

3\'Q.$j~;u t,lile eelerecl lam er aup])ly to Xaaa8s1nc1luatry 18 ane e;f 

S~i ~~i(c,l.p~1eat1ens and auoh vast soepe that it d.em.Slld.s the 

N~ !.l;!;nQ. ·iatEillli.gent coopera.tion of all agencies, feieral, 

Q1A1Et .a¥ ·:I.,.,a1. 

• q,OlJG14iM te the Fifteenth O!iBl:i'U;s af th,e 11:aitEld6ta'bes • 

~",i~' W,,~e .·il) ,~'I l'l~~oes in Kansas in 1930. ten years o~ age 
. 30 

~•. !ev;,~1'.. Q:lf: t.bLag,tol1p. 

~~~, ':0 ~!ltI+»i\,841\. !I.lil.ere weI' e 28 t "'05 0 olored malee ten yea:PB 01 

.g8;Iij.;rJ1riCl'V.~:~Q;f. tbat grouP. 21 t ~7' or 77.4: peraen1l welll'e 

S.1~:tr O<J~1.4. l'b.eX'$ were 26,738 oolored females telil. 

i':D:',F',',:,,:',:r,,"? 1,,, 

C'~~~,e,Et~~h>~:ierl~U;$ !! tJa.a Un! t,ed. sta tes. Vel. Vt P. 101...2. 
,;;;;~><,;!,+""',':,, ,Iii' '.; '; 

'ill 
---- ~=~~~~~~~A;!i, 

mailto:i@PEUJil.{il.~~f4J.;'i~ll)fU"~lcla


'74 

rears>,.0fa~eaJld 'ever. Of that greup, 8. SlO...or 31.1 peroent 

were ga.i:nflUly e.oc:ru,p1ed.. mlle figures shew that QV8r twioe as 

laa:ge a pe!l!'oe1!llt e:! ~egro. men were ocoapiedl than 1'14lgro women" 

~.me lack ef 'emp10Fmella.t a.counts fo1' a .great amount of the in­

;et'easeld.el'r:l.:rJIi..ueno~ atnen$'" oolered women. in Kansas. 

Where iar-e' a l8rg~ n._ber of Iieg:r:e farmers in Xaasas. In 
it 

:1:9,38. 'tnerewere 1,036 eolored fam eperaters owning 157.126 

ao:res ef lsDd1nXanaas. In 192CD. there were 1,238 oolorea. 

f&rraE>pie:rratibrsowni~g1'89,055 aores of land in Kansas. \l!he 

value Qf tkelalitli!: 8l!ul DU11l!l1ngs i.E. 193CD wast·s, G5i, 526, w..b.l1e 

i:a	 1~20 1dteNe'gr'e farm land. and. buildings were valued at 
32 

il~a,.O.5i'78,4i'5. Geve~_en-t 81;ati8'0108 SB.0W that the n:wnber of 

Nes:ri0'fam~!f's in bnsas bas deoreasedL d'Wl:'i~ recent yaars. 

A'Ot.hessae t;Wine tlae value of their land and bu11d1Q.s MS 

deere'Biseel. !lJile land whlelll the oclli):r:eGLfa:mners $WJl has a value 

~:f $~. 22 jHUt a,ore. Ab,.Qut ~9" 8 perQe~tef their fli!o;r:m. lad is 

fa:mei 'ft.b.ilethe $verage size (i)f tlle Ne~(i) farm 1s less t.b.aJJ. 

1;1Il.&'" (i):f "the white farmer. 

TaG iclee~ea.s e cd' Negro farm eoers in KaXlSa.s dwr1q:r:eo ent 

leaits may Ie 'braoed tG their eoenll>mio C)Gn4itions. !]lae Negroes 

live G1Gse te "thei~ eoonomio margin and are 1imSoble te wi t.blo,.. 

s1iia:ada 4epreas1an. !Dkey can: Burv1ve OlQ. theu farms l1rJ.cler 

l!>:r1ll1nery cCllncli.tillulUii 'bu.t as &JOQn alii llh.ey are f01'084 to meet an 
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.ia'AlllrSp_:r:ai$$(the: wages e.nd es a. :061$u1t. many .ti,groes
33 

Were 1elfeedaru.t EilfwGrkl. l~ same plaoes emplo;,vell1s, gavetlil.e 

ll'tt.r0'i!/il,e$iliJ i1'lages tlaan 'bAa white maa a:ad still 41aplayei 11.19.8 

Bm'liel$.~le. ~.l:1Ql1salads elf Nagro porteZls. Janiters. eleve:uer 

mei,.'_esselJ.gera, and drivers were fQ~461d out e;f lfe:l!'k _,.causa 

eI:hjil'liyers !U.1H~d white men when they .had te pay the same wag&s 

1H\)i801ilh. &'re1:lpe. ",:Lotion has beel'l oreatea ever wQwk,wages, 

disttill'tltiEl!lof relief funds ana jobs so it will be impossiblEl 

to tellfo.':ul)]i!U t:iJne how the Negro oame aut of the latest eOh.", 

0n0lltl1e .btd in4ustrial struggle. .As ino.ustX'ial oen<!iltiens 1m. 

])l'Elvet.b.e Nesro wiJ.l 09 tAe last groUJ;l baok 'tie normsJ. as tlil...y
'. ' 

&l'e'blae,fartJae.at down the sOltle. The only hope for 'tibe .\llegro 

to gal.n. a:nequal !i.nc!/.ustr1al standing wits the whit. man of 

n_a.sla t,o, o0:nt.in:ue ilLa eduoation tfi> the point where he O&J:J, 
1 • all 

I" 
t 

W1,lliam J?1Qkens. Uj:R A: .Negro Rem.ova,l .Act?". in 
WO~J) g:.&~OW, 'J.',:529-40 ... (Sept. as. 1953) 
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'J:h~ .l~wa Qf t1,l~ j:rU.1;&lQ. i:tat$s end the laws ofXa.nsEJ.s giva 

. the]t~~R and. 'the, white man tile same political rights in Kan... 

£las. 

(J~i:1f~,4c~tat.elsIA~de tla, ,.l.'{,eg;po a. eitizen.wkile the Fifteenth 

~~ncbP.el~:t.~~ve .h,im tke· rigkt te vote. .l'l'.0 legal d1sar1mination 

Q,~n b.e ma,Q;.~~~ainst the ~e.gro re,gardins his,pQs,j.tio~ 1m. the 

:PiQ11t:t,o~;I,. 11:fSe at ~anf4aEil. He.Ms tlae :r.-1ght tea, vat.., •. kold 

o1;,:e:\Ill~ .'ii,.~nd t~~e.part 1n:.irP 0 J. ~ t:i.oalqueati ons ..··lllf aiil t.iP$s. 

i~he:r.;cti _6 been a. steady 1:aereaae in 'tAe n"UIll,her lilf eillg1... 

\;l:e .-A{i~ii;ti'R vote'lr:~: 111K&na;B;El. AaoQriing to tb,e lJ~i teld S'ba:t$Js 

qs~[~;p,Q,/,J;\~;P(l'j'~i~El!~1\iJ.9;I,O there were 52,~$'77 oli>lered pe..filail1eo:f 

v.ot~~ &f5ewhie1+ maae up 3.5 pereen,t af the total v.Gt.rs,1n 

~.f¥I:W~i~i.r I~i :Y:~i~o.t th.e~i,e) were Z7. Ql.O .Negroeis of vot1l118 ag,eand 

1;~e;~r m~:d-,e;I~' ~., pexo.e:nt of the total n'U11lberofeitize:ns 8iL1•."" 

g1.:b.;I,17Jt.o ve.te ,in ~ae. In l~,~!O.thera were 42.964 ,li8igl'E>8S 

o;e Vli)t~!p.e; age sEd they mad.s 'lip 3. S peroelltof 'hke tatsl 11mbar 

of llf.'"GI:Ple of voting age in Kansas. ~he steady inorease in 

tae numher of colored voters indioates that the oolared raoe 

is beoomingmere and. more important in Kansas goverm8nt. 

~hey are oasting enough votes in e~e looalities to determine 

whioh candidate ~ha!l be elected.~~,~,. newspapers and organ­

izatiens are :playing an' important part in poli tioal <1l1.II!;(>.AflH~~,t~',. 

~here are fo~ Negr.o owned newspapers in Xansas whioh 

play an important part in influenoing .1!Iegro politioal life. 
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Tkey ere "Th~ TG,praka J?ls1ndealer lt at ~o:peka; the H,Kansas 01ty 

Aivoo&te" at Xtmsas qity; liThe ,Negro 
-

litar" at W~ohita; and 
'"' 

~~.1J:!Oq~f~¥Ville Glebe" at Ooffeyville. ~heae four newspapers
f,',-.>", ;',l ,X" \." "';" '. ""', 

a,term.iJll.sqU.i te largely how Begro vo~s are cast in Kansas 

elect:$.ens. 

~1:l~l .N6!~O$S 1n ltanaaa have made :fewattem~ts to hold 

J?Q~itj,cB.l offices. !hey have taken an aotive part in voting 

for ee::r.ta:i:nwhite candidates but have seldo. attempted to 

win a..~ cpffiae. In the l~eGf) Ye~;r;' Bao;, 1~31....12, l'iegroes were 

~+~te,cl a.s BOld.ing four politioal :positiens in KaUa.s. A 

1{eg;ro was appointed as County !L'reasurer of Shawn.ee Oounty,
r,',:',""':) "\'/;'r,_ 

()ne was assistant health ~irector of Xansas Oity, ane was an 

alter_tEl to the 1~28 Republioan Oonvention, ant one was an 

alternate at la.;fge to the 1926 .ReJP11.blioen oanvention. rive 

oities '-n Kansas, Topeka, C.effeyville, Kansas Oity. Jl)aJ?0ria, 

&1td W:J,Q.b.ita. have one er more .J:i[eg~opolicamell. ,N'egrees are 

a~J?oi1ll.ted to soma minor 01ty offioes but oonsideri~ the.:pel't .... 

19'i'-1 set....u.~ as a whole, the ~egro.e6 take vary little ;part in 

th.e lJoli tioal 11:f'e Ill! Kansas exoept to exeroise their -v:ot1:ng 

;po:w:er. 
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ClUPTIllR VI 

In oonoluding this study of the eduoationsl status of the 

Negro inlansas the writer will sum up briefly the main faots 

which have been brought out. 

~here has been a steady inorease in ~8grQ population in 

.E:a1Uilas sinoe l8liO. The largest Negr,o migrati0n to Kansas came 

during the year 1879 when the great .Negro migration was, in 

full swing from the Southern states .to the.. .l:lort.hern and west... 

arn.. states, Most of the Negro population l;Lves' in the 
. . 

eastern half of .Kansas. espeoially in the oity and urban dis... 

triots. Seven and seven-tenths peroent of tbe oolored' 

population lives in the rural districts. 

~he problem of~egro eduoation is a deoidedly urban one 

because of the large peroent of oolored po~ulation liv~g in . . 

urban districts. !l:!.b.e colored ohildren and the white ohildren 
.. 

have the s~e legal rights in the schools 0# Kansas. The 

arranging and assigning of Negro students in the sohools rests 

with the sohool board as long as the board does not make dis... 

orim.inationa which are against. the laws of iii.he stat a. 

1'here are tw€l speoia.l .Ne.gro Bohoolsl' in Kansa.s w.hiah are· 
. 

given stat,e s"Upport. ~hey are "~ha Kansas Vooati.onal School" 
::. 

looated at !fo;peks and "Weatern University" looated in .Kansas 
-

Oity. Most of the colored ohildren in Kansas attend the same 

sohoole wlth the white ohildren. 

ACoording to the U~1ted §tates Oe~~s $&Rprts. 1930. 

there were 18,196 Negro ohildren in Kansas between the ages 

'~ 
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of five ani twenty years. ~ev$nty-three and seven... tenths 

per~eE.t (i)f t.b.at grElUp were in sohool. There was lesa than 

one pereent differel'lee betwee1!l. the pereent of oolered chili.. 

J'eB of aehElol aBe attendililg soholi)l and the peroent of white 

eb.ildrElll of liJob.eol age attending sohool. !Elha peroent of 

sehoolattendanee is slightly higher fer girls than for boys. 

iae~e has been a steady ~norease ill tike n~ber of colored 

students attending institutions of higher learDing. 

~4ere is very, little attempt made to segregate the 00101' .... 

eel ehiliren frem .the white ohiltiren iaK4;as·as sohoele. !fAa 

~egro problem is important only in the larger cities.and they 

have b.aliilI very little iiffioulty in lUUldll:ng it. Separate 

lV:e~e selleols have bee. set 'tip in SOIlUl of the larger aities 

ad the;,veve.lI5akea care of t.he large gI'eups ef ollllerei ohild.. 
, 

raJl. ~.lae sma:lle:r eities and rual oomm:unities .bave ignered 

the lluest4.en ana plaeed the twQ gr01!1.pB of stUdents together, 

10.11teJ!'8oy aDlellg .&egrees has dr0l>ped from 44 jeroent in 

Im70 to 17.2per0e~t in l~aO. ('able VII, page 33) Wh1s faot 

g.i.~es all· 14e8 oit Ae'fl general Negro eil1eatlen bas beoome in 

Xe.nsas. 1ita the declIease 1m Ne.gre 11:l1teraey the Neg:ro'll 

s0o:1al status as been. 1m]j)roved, 

·B.aee p:uellliloes are bec0I!l1ng less pronounced eaoh year. 

General ecluoat1on e:f 'both the White ami the Ne·gro raoe has 

Unpreved the1lt" soo1al :relaticuas very nru.eh. !~eg:rQ health .has 

beeD. =ilJ!lve4 _tl:l he :i.e better mff in many of the diseases 

1;c.i:lU tA,.e w.lU.te Ji1l4U1. !llae ~ep.'13 :lif8SP@ Me bee:Jll. length. 

ened fwmn thirtl.tbree years to forty.five years sinoe 1900. 
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H~ lives under mOre sanitaty Qo~dltions and has less siokRess 

clurl:ng .his life tillHh 

1'..h~re are compe.ratively few .Nesraos in Kansas lnstitu... 

tlons for mental diseases. This is acoounted for partly 

'beeause 1'ie~oes aid saeh other in taking oare of ~hQae who 

are mentQ.lly di.seased instead of aendi~ them to institu.tions• 

.u,sP:. maU1 ~e~oes are ke]?t out oit ilfsti tut10ns baoe.u.s.e of 

:r:~08 :preJud:1oe and laok of interest on the :part of health in... 

~.]>ecttjlra. !r~6l"e ~e quite a 18r~e _'Umher of .hll)1Il8S anti 

+:ns titutlons in lta~as Which Q1."8 fm: .Negroes Qr w:hieb. ,admit 

~e~G9s. 

lie~;t'qes h,.a,ve & l,~rge lrllt not excessive or1miIl&J. elEment 

in K$nsll~., A pea.te1." peroent. of l'lIe'iJ1oes' are oaught and con... 

-v:ieted fa:F.· oX'.im.es as tll8J,y are mare easily a.p:preAenied a:m.d 

:Lde_ti:fled than white or1minals. A~e,~o ge:m.e:rall;v l'eoe1ves 

8 l~nger se:mtence for a orime than a w.b.ite man reoeives for 

the same orime. In. the instituti Ons for or:1Jni:aal offenders 

in Kans~s. th,e::r.o,e is a la.rger peroent of oolored i:omates than 

w.h.).teinrna.'Pes, 11\, ;p;pe:p~ft1o:J! te the tctal oolored and total 

w.b.i,~e ]H!);pl1,J.ati:GIil in the sta.te. .Ivan though the peroent sf 

aelored l.XJJnates ;La tGO .b.1gh :L t .has been reduoed very mu.oh in 

reoent yea.:ra threllgA greater e4,u.oati(!l1\ pf tJ:i.e cGlored raoe. 

~egro re11gion is taki:mg til, big ~art 111, tae eduoation of 

the: oolored raoe, ... ~~rser 'perQ~.t of the colered ,people 

attend oau.re,A; than ~tteE.d school $0 the OAQohes are beoom1118 

important aa edueat1o:as.l oe:mte:e,. ~egro re.l1g1()Jl, baa 'become 

much mor8 rafine! and eduoat:Lonal in reoent years through 
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better educated preachers aDd more iE.telligent COIil.gJ."8sat:1.ons. 

T.b.e scho ala and ahu.:rahes are oooperating with eaoh other in 

orde~ to 1nereaae the eduoat10nal advantaS8s for the colored 

~eo:ple of the stat e. 

" 
~b.e eao;,a.omio status of the .Ne.gro has been greatly .1m... 

preved inreeent years. ~he Negro l1ves a more stable ll~et 

1s mo:ue lne11ned to owm. property and acoumulate wealth. He 

is not living &s near the eoonomia margin as he has 1n the 

P8S~ a~d as a res~lt he is more able to take oare of h~self 

dUri~ periods of economic depression. Ria place in imduatry 

is more stable. he is being reoagnized by the: labor u.n1ons. 

and he baa entered new fields of business and is maki~ p~o­

gress ia ot!)!l]letition with others in th.e same fieldS. f:.b.e 

Negrll> has his &Wll "Dusiness leagu.es and organizations alid is 

beg~:nn1ng to rely Upf)ll), his own in!tiat1ve for industrial sue­

oess. 

Beyond exercising his right to vote the .Ne,gro has taken 

very l:Ltti.e part ia the politieal life of .!:sJ.1B&s. He Ja.&s 

A,eld a few m!;nc:u:: offices but has made no attempts to hold the 

more iInpor1ilal1t off108$. The J1egro has the same leg81 rights 

8S t4e white man in Kansas but for various reasons such as 

raee prejud1ee, h.. has failed to ex.~o1se many of these 

rights u.p te 'the present time" As the .Negro eont1nues to 

become better eduaated he will take a mo,e aotive part in 

811 phases of Kansas Boe1ety. He w11~ be reaOgnized by 

soeie1ily and given the proper position whioh he rightful11 

deserves in the life of Kansas. 
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