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Introduction

In the J.atter half of the eighteenth century there lived a remarkable
Womgn. She differed from most other women of her time in refusing to be &
mild, retiring creature dominated by superior man, and in insisting upon
hey right to freédbm, self-qmprefsaion,‘ and independence of thought. gShe
felt se strongly in this mat'ger that aha put her ldeas upon paper. Thﬁs
Mary Wollstonecraft was one @f the first women to write in defense éf the
rights of her sex. -

It is surprising how advanced in her ideas this woman was, who:lived
almost two hundred years ago. She agreed in most of her cf'anvictioxis with
the twentieth century woman., She believed that women shﬁ;uld be éduca.ted in
order that they might bear their share of life's burdens armd help to solve
its problems; this education should include physical as well as mental
training. She deplored the cui'reﬁt l1dea of a girl's education as cang:lst-
ing properly of novel-reasding and the study of music, poetry, danoin,_ and
drawing., ©She believed that boys and girls should be educated together,
with rich and poor meeting on equal terms, She even went so far as to vis-
nalize women in business, as doetors and farmers, anc; as voters and pos-
éi'ble members of Parliament.

Mary Wollstonecra.ft was indignant toward the common conseption, that
woman was m:erely a plaything and toy for her husband, meant merely to
please and gratify him. ©She complained that women were ‘exaltad‘ senanaily
and otherwise disregarded. They gave up health, liberty, ad virtue, she
said, for the protection offered by a husband, becoming like birds shut up
in cages. She would have had women be comrades and help-mates to their

husbands, sharing their intellectual and spiritual lives. Ehe would have



had distinctions such as were commonly made between the sexes disre garded
in society excepting where there was lova.

Mary Wollstonecraft was bitter in her condemmation of the treatment
received by woman, Her own experience with xx;en was conducive to such an
attitude. Her father was an improvident ne'er—d@-well, who squande red his
inheritance, "took to drinking, bullied his‘wife, and rambled to various
Places, sinkiﬁg lower at each move."l Her eldest ‘Brother, Fdward, was
strougly favored by the mother, thm;.gh he was undeseriring. The father of
Mary's friend Fanny Blood was as much of a scamp as Mr. Walistonecraft.

In order to esocape from home Mary's younger sister, Eliza, marriéd. a Mr.
Bishop, whose brutality made her wretched, and finally drove her Fxrom hame,
Fanny Blood was badly treated by a man who made love to her, and: tlren ig-
nored her for g period of months, eventually marrying her, however. To
crown these examples 0f perfidy, the man to whom Mary Wéllst@néoraft gave
her love was faithless, deserting her when their child was a baby. She
was so affected by this that she made twe unsuccessful attempts te” end her
life, It is not surprising, then, that Maljy Wollstoneoraft was bitter in
her opinion of men, It should be added, however, that she found ¢ ompara-
tive happiness with Willi.am Godwin, with whom she lived for about = year
before the death of their daughter Mary.

It is the purpose of this little study to provide a critical ansalysis
of the statements made by Mary Wollstoneoraft regarding the treatment of
women, in order to ascertaln to what degree they are borne out by women
novelists writing during and ghortly after the time of Mary Wollst onecraft,
Her statements regarding various phases of women's rights will be &iven in
datail, followed by information on that particular subject taken fxom the

women novelists. The results will then be summarlzed,

T Dlotiomery of National Blography, Vol. VILI, pp. 60-62




T+ The Condition of Women during the Time of Mary Wollstoneoraft and the

Evils Attending It
1. Edugation

Yary Wollstonecraft lived during a time in whioh the education of
girls was given little serious consideration. It will be attempted to dis-
cover the current attitude upon this subject end its attendant evils, by
means of studying statements made by Mary Wollstonecraft and by women
. novelists writing during and shortly after her time.

In her Introduction to The Ri ___@:_g of Woman Mary Wollstoneoraft =says:

I bave turned over varlous books written on the subject of edu-—
cation, and patiently observed the conduct of parents and the
management of schools; but what has been the result? =- g pro=
found conviction that the meglected education of my fellow—
creagtures is the grand source of the misery I deplore, and that
women, in particular, are rendered wesk and wretched by the var-
iety of concurring causes, originating from one hasty conclusiom.
The conduct and mamers of women, in fact, evidently prove that
their minds are not in a healthy state; for, like the flowers
which are planted in too rich a soil, strength and usefulness

are saorificed to beguty; amd the flaunting leaves, after having
Pleased g fastidious eye, fade, disregarded on the stalk, long
before the sesason when they ought to have arrived at maturitye.
One canse of this barren blooming I attribute to a false system
of education, gathered from the books written on this subject

by men who, considering females rather as women than human crea-
tures, have been more anxious to make them slluring mistresses
than affectionate wives and rational mothers; and the under-
standing of the sex has been so bubbled by this specious homage,
that the civilised women of the present century, with a few
excaptions, are only anxious to inspire love, when they ought to
cherish a nobler ambition, and by their a.bilities md virtues

axact raspect.

Mary Wollstoneeraft believéd one cause contributing to enslave women
by cramping their intellects to be ths disorderly kind of eduvcation given
them. This, she says, prevents their generalizing matters of fact, so
they do today what they did yesterday, merely because they did i1t yesterday,

mhe little knowledge to whioh women of strong minds attain is, she says, of

1503



a more desultory kind than the lmowledge of men, and it 1s acquired more
by sheer observations on resl life than from comparing what has been in~
dividually observed with the results of experience generalized by specu=-
lation. That which they learn is by snatches, and as learning with them
is only a secondary thing, they do not pursue any one branch with that
persistence necessary for its mastery. In the education of women, she
88y8, the cultivatlion of the understanding is always subordinate to the
acquirement of some corporeal accomplishment. Understanding, s‘trictly
speaking, has been denied to women, and instinet, sublimated into wit and
cunning, has been substituted in its stesd. The power of generalizing
ideas, of drawing comprehensive conclusiong from individmal observations,
the only aequirement that really deserves the nane of knowledge, ha.s not
only been denied to women; writers have insisted that it is incengruous,
with but & few exceptions, with their sexual character.

Mary Wollstonecraft believed that the petty meanness which she ad-
mits to be too common in women is a result of the narrowness of their ex-
1stence. She says:

Women ought 10 endeavour to purify their heart; but can
they do so when their uncultivated wnderstandings make them en-
tirely dependent on their saenses for employment and anusement,
when no noble pursults set them above the little vanities of
the day, or enable them to curb the wild emotions that agitate
a reed, over which every passing breeze has power?

Women have seldom sufficient serious employment to silence
their feelings; a round of little carea, or vain pursuits frit-
tering away all strength of mind and orgauns, they become nat-
urally only objects of sense. In short, the whole tenor of fe-

male education (the education of society) tends to render the
best disposed romantic and inconstant; and the remainder vain

and mean.,

She mentiong dancing, masic, and drawing among these “vain pursuits"

2 The Rights of Woman, p. 33
1pid, p. 82




Shs would not do away with these entirely, however, but would admit them
as relaxations, not as objects of serious study.
lary Wollstonecraft felt that, as the care of children in their in-
fancy is one of woman's grandest duties, this duty affords many forecible
arguments for the strengthening of the female understanding. 4 silly wo~-
man camot make a sensible mether. She expresses her opinion thus:
The formation of the mind must be begun very early, and
the temper, in particular, requires the most judicious atten-
tion --an attention which woman camnot pay who only love their
children because they are their children, and seek no further
for the foundation of their duty, than in the feelings of the
moment. It is this want of reason in their affections which
makes women s6 often rum into extremes, and either be the
most fond or the most careless and unnatural mothers.
To be a good mother, a woman must have sense, and that
independence of mind which few women pessess who are taught
to depend entirely on their husbands...unless the understand-
ing of woman be enlarged, and her character rendered more firm,
by being allowed to govern her own conduct, she will never

have sufficient sense or command of temper to manage her child~
ren properly.4

As one of the evils of lack of education for women, Mary Woilstone-
craft polnts out the difficulty which occurs when a woman loses her hus-
bard, and 1s left with a family to educate and support. Never having‘
learned to think or act for herself, she is helpless. uhe destiny of
such a woman and of her children is uncertsin and probably unhappy. Or,
an ummarried woman may be left without any provision. She is then de-
pendent upon her brothers or some other male relatives, and her lot is
not often a happy one. <rhese are strong arguments for tie esducation of
women for independence.

liary Wollstonecraft deplores the physical education, or rather lack
of it, given to girls:

To preserve personal beauty-- woman's glory-- the limbs and

faculties are cramped with worse than Chinese bands, and the
sedentary life which they are condemned to live, whilst boys

4 ivia, pp. 166-167



- frolic in the open air, weakens the musales a:né., mﬂ.mﬁ the
nerves...The baneful effects which flow from inattention to
health during infancy and youth, extend further thay is dup-
posed~- dependence of body naturslly produces dependence .0f
mind; and how can she be a good wife and mother, the great- .
er part of whose time 1s employed %o guard against or endure
slckness? Nor can it be expected that a woman will resolute=
ly endegvour to strengthen her comstitution and sbetain from
enervating indulgences, 1f artifioial notious of besuty, snd
false desoriptions of gensibility, have besn sarly entangled

- with her motives of action. MNost men are sometimez obliged
to bear with bodily inconveniences, and te endure, dccasion~
ally, the inelemency of the elements; tut genteel wumen are,
literally speaking slaves to their bodies, amd glory inm
their subjection, “

Turning from the opinions expressed by Mary Wollstomeoraft regarding

the education of girls to statements made by women novelists writing fw I

ing the time of Mary Wollstonecraft and shortly after, we £ind som¢ %ij.nﬁ‘oszw
esting likenesses and differences, . These statements will simply be

quoted now, an evaluati@n of Mary Wollstoneoraft's ideas as comparad with

those of the novelists Peing reserved for the la.st neetion Q:E ‘ch.ia wom.

It 15 said of Mrs. Steene, the veterina.ry surge@n'a wife m Gem*ge

Bliotts Brother Jacob, that she has bean rathar over"admataéi, fer hm: ‘

tion 1n life, for she Jmows many passages from "Iaalla' " "The @‘ ’
and "The Seigs of Corinth", which has given her & diataate for domestic
occupations, Of tha maids amd metrons of Grimworth 1t ﬁ.s said tha*b they

can do nothing better wlth their hends then ceoking, ae th&t when a paetry

cook comes to town they gessip in idleness.’

Mr. Delvile in Frances Burney's Ceollia agks, "But whab bill at all

can a young lady have with a bookeeller? The Spestator, Tabtler aud Guard-

ian, would mske library sufficlent for my fewale in the kingdom, nor do-
i think it like & gentlewaman %o h’mre more...hnd let me sounsel you to b
member that a lady, whether 80 aulled fr@m m.mm o ma.y Rrom mrm.

should nsver degrade heraelf by being. mtt ma & :LWQ& with weltors, and mah

5 w’ DPpe. 4'7‘4‘9



sort of people."6

Gelig in Miqdlmgrch is Mviéaa to reéﬁ li@ht thingse- Ev"fﬁ;ﬂéliétto
"Roderick Bﬂnd~91?;f'. “Ifﬁn;ﬁhrey Glinkér“--— tim%t ghe may be & 11%1@ broads ashe
may read a‘-nythﬂ;n;g,bibiow that she is married. | o |

k‘When Coelebs in Hannah More's Qoelebs in Bearch of s Wife asks a
youn:gi ‘:"l-ady her @p;z;;i‘gn of Virgil;. she reﬁlies 'Ghat she has ‘h;vear heard of
such ‘?‘Pﬁrao‘n, but kthat‘shs has read "Tears of Seﬂuibiiify“; ﬁmsa Matilda",
"Sympathy of Souls", "“i‘oo Civil vy Half‘;, "The Sorrows of V;verter“, "The
Stranger"',’ and "Thé‘Orphans of Snowdon. It is sald of Mrs. Banby that
though she woild hawe thought it a 1little heat‘heni‘sh to hawre had her dangh-
ters vinstructefd in pélite literature, andwto have fillei & M&sﬁm hour in
reading to her a, useful book, she feels no éanyunotioh ‘a‘o iheir waste of
time, or the trifling pursults in which the day is suffered to spend 1tself,
The harp, piano-forte, drawing, gilding floweij pota, netting White gloves
and veils form their occﬁpatiana.g

Mrs. Markham and Mrs. Graham in Anne Bronte's The menant of Wildfell

Hall discuss first the education of boys and then that of girls. Mrs,
Markham says of boys:

cesgnd 1f you were to rear an oak sapling in a hot-house, temd-
ing it oarefully night and day, and shielding it from every
‘breath of wind, you could not expect it to become a hardy tree,
like that which has grown up on the mountain-side, exposed to
all the action of the slements, and not even sheltered from the
shoek of the tempest. o

Mrs, Graham says!

Granted;-= but would you use the same argwment with pregerd

to a girl?

Certainly not.

Noj you would have her to be tenderly and delicately nur-
tured, 1llke s hot-house plant== taught to eling to others for
direction and support, and guarded, as much as posasible, from
the very knowledge of evil,  But will you be 80 good as to ln~
form me why you make this distinotion? Is 1t that yom think
she has no virtue?

Assuredly not.



Well, but if you affirm that virtus is only elicited by
temptation;~-- and you think that a woman cannot be too little
exposed to temptation, or too little acquainted with vice,
or anything connsoted therewith. It must be, with her, that
you think she is essentially so viclous, or so feeble-minded
that she cannot withstand temptation,-- and though she may be
pure and innocent as long as she is kept in ignorsnce and re-
straint, yet, belng destitute of resl virtue, to teach her
how to sin, is at onece to make her g silnner, and the greater
her knowledge, the wider her liberty, the deeper will be her
depravity,~- whereas, in the nobler sex, there is a natural
tendency to goodness, guarded by a superior fortitude, which,
the more it is exercised by trials and dangers, is only the
further developed.

Mr. Stanley says of Lady Aston:

She thought they (her daughters) could live contentedly in
their eclosets, without considering that she haid neglected to
furnish their minds with that Imowledge which may make the
oloset a place of enjoyment, by supplying the intervals of
devotional with entertaining reading.

This is his opinlon of s knowledge of books in women:

A woman, whose whole sducation has been rehearsal, will gl-
ways be dull, except she lives on the stage, constantly dis-
playing what she has been sedulously acquiring. Books, on
the contrary, well chosen books, do not lead to exhibition.
The knowledge a woman acguires in private desires no witness-
es; the possession is a pleasure. It improves herself, it
embellishes her famlly society, it entertains her husband,
it informs her children., The gratification is cheap, is
safe, 1s always to be had at home,.,The reading of a culti~-
vated woman éommonly occuples less time than the muslc of a
musical woman, or the dress of a vain woman, or the dissipa-
tion of a fluttering woman; she is, therefore, likely to
have more leisure for her duties, as well as more inc¢lina-
tion, and a sounder Jjudgment for performing them. But pray
observe, that I assume my reading woman to be a religlous
woman; for I will not answer for the effect of literary van-
ity, more than for that of any other vanity, in & mind not
habitually disciplined by Christian principle, the only safe
and infsllible antidote for knowledge of every kind,

In a letter written by Horatio M~~~ in Miss Owenson's The Wild Irish

Girl, this s tatement is made:

I fear, however, that this girl (Lady Glorvina) is al-

6 vo1. 1, p. 27
p. 233
pp. 233-2%4



ready spolled by the species of education she has recelved.
The priest has more than once spoken of her eruditiont
Eruditionl the pedantry of a schoolwboy of the third olass,
I suppose. How much must a woman lose, and how little can

she gain, by that oommutagion whioch gives her our acquire-
ments for her own graces!

An illuminating statement is made in George Eliot's Daniel Daronda,

re garding the knowledge of the Meyrick girls, which had been aoquired by

the dirregular foraging to which clever girls had usually been reduced.

This comment regarding the popular ideal for boarding schools ocours

in Jane Austen's Emma:

Mrs. Goddard was the mistress of a school~-- not of a
seminary, or an establishment, or amything which professed
in long sentences of refined nonsense, to combine liberal
acquirements with elegant morality, upon new principles and
new systems=-- and where young ladies for enormous pay might
be screwed out of health into vanity-~ but a real, honest,
old-fashloned boarding-school, where a reasonable gquantity
of accomplishments were sold at a reasonable price, and
where girls might be sent to be out of the way, and scramble
themselves into a 1itt}8 education, without any danger of
coming back prodigles.

This deseription of perfectly educated girls is taken from ghirley:

The (Synpson) daughters were an example of their sex.
+«+«They had been educated faultlessly. All they did was
woll done. History and the most solid books, had cultivated
thelr minds. Principles and opinions they possessed which
could not be mended. More exactly-regulated lives, manners,
hebits, it would have been difficult to find anywhere. They
¥new by heart a certain young-ladies-schoolroom code of
laws on language, demeanour, ete.; themselves never devia-
ted from its curious little pragmatical provisions; and
they regarﬁd with secret, whispered horror, all deviations
in others.

This description is found in The Tenent of Wildfell Hally

Their sister Jane (Wilson) was u young lady of some talent
and more ambition. She had, at her own desire, received a
regular boarding-school eduscatlon, superior to what any mem-
ber of the family had obtained before. ©She had taken the
polish well, aocquired considerable elegance of mammars,
guite lost her provinclal asoent, and could boast of more

10
11

e 26
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accomplishments than the vicar's daughtera.la

This quotation is from George Eliot's Janet's Repentance:

These charming, well-frizzled ladies (Miss Landor and
the Misses Tomlinson| spoke French indeed with considerable
facility, unshackled by any timid regard of idiom, and were
in the habit of conducting conversations in that language
in the presence of their less instructed elders; for accord-
ing to the standard of those backward days, their education
had been very lavish, such young ladies as Miss Landor,liss
FPhipps, and Hiss Pittmans, having been "finished" at distant
and expensive schools.l3

Lady Honorla in Cecilia has received a fashionable education; she
sings a little, plays the harpischord a little, paints a little, works a
little, and dances a great deal. She has quick parts and high spirits, al-
though her mind is uncultivated, and she is totally void of judgment or
discretion. When asked whether or not girls should study music seriously,
she replies:

0 no, Sir, I would not have her study at all; it's

mighty well for children, but really after sixteen, and

when one is come out, one has gquite fatigue enough in

dressing, and going to public plsces, and ordering new

things, without all that torment of first and second posi-

tion, ﬂd E upon the first line, and F upon the first

spacel

In Jane Eyre Bessie Reed, who has been to school, boasts of beautiful
paintings of landscapes ayd flowers executed by them, of songs they can
sing and pileces they can play, of purses they c¢am net, and of French books
they can translate. The children at the orphanage which Jane attends are
taught history and grammar, PFrench, drawing, and sewing, Jane teaches her
scholars in the village school reading, writing, ciphering, mitting, and
saewing.

The ideal for girls was not to be well educated, but to be accomplish-
ed, JAmong the possible accomplishments were singlng, drawing, dancing,

= VOlo I, P 12
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1l

reading, various kinds of fanoy work, and langusges. The following deserip-
tion of an accomplished lady gives some ides of the books fashionable to

read, and of the kinds of faney work practised;

Mise Linnet had other accomplishments besides that of & neat
manuseript, and an index to some of them might be found in the
orngments of the room. She had always combined a love of ser-
lous and poetical reading with her skill for fancy-work, and
the neatly-bound copies of Dryden's "Virgil," Hannsh Hore's
"Sacred Dramas," Falconer's "Shipwreck," Kason on "Self-knowW-
ledge," "Rasselas," and Burke "On the Sublime and Beautiful,®
which were the chief ornaments of the bookecase, were all in-
goribed with her name, and had besn bought with her poake t-
money when she was 1n her teens. It must have baen fifteen
years since the latest of these purehases, but Miss Linnet's
gkill in faney-work appeared to have gome through more numer-
ous phases than her literary taste; for the japanned boxes,
the alum and sealing-wax baskets, the fan-dolls, the "transfer—
ed" landscapes on the fire~screens, and the recent bouquete of
wax-flowers, showed & disparity in freshness which made the
referably to widely differeny periods.l§ ‘

Following is a young lady's ascount of her oscupations during a winter,

taken from Coelebs i’.‘. Search _q_i_*_ a Wife:

I have not been idle, if I must speak the truth. One has so
many things to learn, you know. I have gone on with my Frenoh
and Italian of course, and I am beginning German. Then comes
my drawing-msgster; he teaches me to paint flowers and sbells,
and to draw rulns and buildings, and to take views. He is a
good soul, and is finishing a set of pictures, and half-a-doz-
en fire-screens which I began for mammas..snd then, I learn
varnishing, and gilding, and japanning; and next winter I
shall learn modelling, and etching, and engraving in mezzo~
tinto and aquatinta...Then I have a dancing-master, who tesch-
es me the Scotch and Irish steps; and another who teaches me
attitudes, and I have begun to learn the waltz, and I can
stand longer on one leg already than lady Di. Then I have a
singing-master, and another who teaches me the harp, and an~
other who teaches me the piano-forte. 4nd what little time I
can gpare from these principal things, I give by cdd minutes
to ancient and modern history, and geography, and astronomy,
and grammar, and botany. Thig I attend leoturse on ohemistry,
and experimental philosophy.

After this account, 8ir John seems Justified in hip statement that

girls know nothing well. The more valuable attainments, be says, are kep¥

15 prom Janet's Repentance, in The Works of George Eliot, Vol. XVI, p. 220



12
in the background, the chief part of the time being devoted to frivolous

a.ccopplishments. Continuing the discussion, Mr. Stanley says that he
looks upon the great predominance of music in femsle education as being
the source of more mischief than 1s suspected, not from any evil in it,
but because 1t consumes so much time that it leaves scarcely any for any-

thing elsa.

Following is a conversation found in Pride and Prejudice: Charles

Bingley says that it is gmazing to him how young ladies could have the
Patience to become so accomplished-- painting tables, covering screens,
and netting purses. Darcy replies:

Your 1list of the common extent of accomplishments has too
much truth, The word is applied to many a woman who deserves
it no otherwise than by netting a purse or covering a sereen;
but I am very far from agreeing with you in your estimation of
ladies in general. I cannot boast of knowing mors than half a
dozen, in the whole range of my assquaintance, that are really
accomplished.

Tater in the oonversation Catherine says:

ses 1O Ome can be really esteemed accomplished who does
not greatly surpass what is usually met with. A woman must
have a thorough knowledge of music, singing, drawing, dancing,
and the modern language, to deserve the word; and besides gll
this, she must possess a certain something in her alr and man-
ner of walking, the tone of her voice, her address a:ad exXpras—
sions or the word will be but half deserved.

Darcy adds:

All this she must possess, and to all she must yet add
~sanething more subgtantial in the improvement of her mind by
extensive reading.

Further opinions regarding the educstion of women are given in

Coelebs in Search of a Wife. Coelebs says:

The education of the present race of females is not very
favourable to domestic heppiness. For my own part I call ed-
uoation, not that which smothers a woman with accomplish-
ments, but that which tends to consolidate a fimm and regu-
lar system of character; that which tends to form a friend,

17 pp. 40-41
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companion, and wifa. I ocall education, not that which is
made up of shreds ani patohes of useless arts, but that
which inculcates pringiples, polishes taste, regulates ten-
per, cultivates reason, subdues the passions, directs the
feelings, habitunates reflection, trains to self-denial,
and, more especially, that whigh refers all aotions, feel-
ings, sentiments, tastes, and passions, to the love and
fear of god, |

Coelebs would have a lady be modest abaut her learning. He says of

Miss Stamley's learning:
This is the true learning of a ledy; a knowledge which

is rather detected than displayed, which is felt in its ef~-

fects on her mind and conversation; and which is seen, not

by her citing learned nemes, or adducing long quotations;

but in the goneral result, by the dglicaoy of her taste, and

the correctness of her sentimenta.’

Mr. Flam makes this criticism of the education of girls;

In the first place, don't people educate their daughters en-

tirely for holidays, and then wonder that they are of no

use? Don't they charge them to be modest, amd then teach

them every thing that can make them bold? Are we not angry

that they don't attend to great concerms, after having in-

structed them to take the most pains for the least thingeri'a0

Jane Eyre's experience at lowood urphsnage is indlcative of condl~
tions existing in at least some orphanages in England during tharlotte
Bronte's childhood, because this portion of the book is autobiographical.
Real privations were endured. The account stgtes that the elothing ‘of
the little girls was insufflgient to protect them from the severe cold;
they had no boots, and the snow got into their shoes and melted -there.
Thelr ungloved hands became nmumbed and covered with chilblains, as were
their feet., the scanty supply of food was distressing; with the keen ap-
petites of growing children, they had scarcely enough to keep alive g
delicate lnvalid.

Sundays were dreary days in that wintry season. We had to

18p. 10
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walk two miles to Brocklabridge Church, whers our patron of=
ficlated, We get out cold, we arrived at chursh colder:

during the morning service we became almost paralysed. It

Was too far to return to dimmer, and an allowsnce of cold

meat and bread, in the same pemarious proportion observed in v
our ordinary meals, was served round between the services.

At the close of the afternoon service we returned by an
exposed and chilly road, where the bitter winter wind, blow-
ing over a range of snowy sumits to the nortk, slmost flayed
the skin from our faces.

e+eh little solace came at tea-time, in the shape of a
double ration of bread-- & whole, instead of a half, slice~=
with the delicious addition of s thin scrape of butter: it
was the hebdomadal Eieat to which we all looked forward from
Sabbath to Sabbath. .

The Sunday evening was spent in repeating from memory the Church
Catechism and the fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of Saint Matthew,
and in listening to a long sermon read b‘y‘one of tha teachers; her yawns
attested her own weariness. Often some of the little girls, overpowered
with sleep, would fall down and be taken up half dead. The remedy was
to thrust them forward into the center of the schoolroom, there to
stand until the sermon was finished. Sometimes their feet falled them,
and they sank in:.a heapj they were then propped up with the momitors?
high stools.

Because the porridge was burmed, on two occaslons the kind superin-
tendent had a lunch of bread and cheese served to the children. When
the general director of the school, Mr. Brookléhurst, lgarned of this, he
wag very much displeased. He sald to the superintendent:

You are aware that my plan in bringing up these girls

is, not to accustom them to habits of luxury and indulgence,

but to render them hardy, patient, self-denying. Should any

little accidental disappointment of the appetite ocoour, such

as the spoiling of a meal, the under or the over dressing

of a dish, the incldent ought not to be neutralised by re-

placing with something more delicate the comfort lost, thus

pampering the body and obviating the aim of this institu-

tion; 1t ought to be improved to the spiritual edification

of the pupils, by encouraging them to evince fortitude under
the temporary privation. A brief address on these occasions

21 pp., 66-60
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':"’uld not be mistimed, wherein a Judicious instructor would

ake the opportunity of referring to the sufferings of the
primitive Christians; to the torments of the martyrs; to the
exhortations of our blessed Iovd himself, ocalling hpon his
disciples to take up their cross and follow him; to his warn-

ings that men shall not live by bread alome, but by every

word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God; to hle divine

consolagions, "if ye suffer hunger or thirst for my sake,

happy are ye," Oh, madam, when you put bread smd oheese, in=

stead of burnt porridge, into these children's mouths, you

may indeed feed their vile bcuij.eﬂ2 byt you little think how

you starve their immortal souls.“”

Mr. Brocklehurst seversly objected to the girls' having curly hair,
even when 1t was natural, and ordered their hair to be cut of?f.

The school was visited by a scourge of typhus fever, csusing the
death of great numbers of the girls. This drew attention to the school.
Inquiry was made into the source of the scourge, and by degrees various
facts came out which excited'publio indignation to a high degree. ''he
unhealthy naturs of the site, the brackish, fetid water used in the
Pre paration of the food, the quantity and guality of the food, and the
pupils' wretched clothing, all were discovered, with the result that
saeveral wealthy and benevolent individuals in the county subscribed lar-
gely for the ereotion of a more convenient building in a better sltua~
tion; new regulations were made; improvements in diet and clothing were -
introduced; the funds of the committee were entrusted to the management
of a committee. Mr. Brocklehurst, who, from his wealth and family posi-
tion, could not be overlooked, still retained ths post of treasurer, but
he was alded in the discharge of his duties by men of more enlarged and
sympathizing minds. Bis office of imapector, too, was shared by those
who knew how to combine reason with strictness, comfort with economy,
compassion with uprightness. The school, thms improved, became in time

a truly useful and moble ilnstitution.
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&+ Ococupations Open to Women

Mary Wollgtonecraft deplored the fact ythat women were sllowed to
‘enter s0 few occupations respectably. She was far in advance of her timg
in contemplating women's admittance to such ocoupations as she did. The
following quotation gives her opinion on this subjacts

It is a melancholy truth; yet such 1s the blessed effect

of civilisationt! the most respectable women are the most op-

pressed; and, unless they have understandings far swupsrior to

the common run of understandings, taking in both sexzes, they

must, from being treated like contemptible beings, beoome con~

temptible, How many women thus waste life avay the prey of

discontent, who might have practised as physicians, regulated

.& farm, managed a shop, and stood erect, supperted by their

own industry, instead of hahging their heads surcharged with

the dew of sensibility, that consumes ths beanty to whioh it

at first gave lustre; nay, I doubt whether pity and love are

80 near akin as poets feign, for I have seldom sesn muckh ocompas-

sion exclted by the helplessness of females, unless they were

fair.23

Mary Wollstonecraft objected to the common opinion that girls ought
to spend a great deal of thelr time doing needlework. This employment,
she says, contracts their faculties more than any other could, by confin-
ing thelr thoughts to their persons. Men order clothes made, and have
done with the subject, while women make their own clothes, and are contin-
ually talking about them. It is not the making of necessaries that weak-
ens the mind, tut the frippery of dress. She believed that the poor
should be hired to do the sewing, while women in the middle ramk of life
could manage their children and exercise their own minds. Gardening, ex~
perimental philosophy, and literature would afford them subjects to think
of and matter for conversation.

Mary Wollstonecraft did not believe, however, that women should hunt
and shoot. If by masculine women are meant women who engage in these

sporte, she agrees that women should not be masouline,

23 he Rights of Woman, p. 163
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Among all the books that we are eonameﬂng.‘ mention is made only of
teaching as an oocupation in which respectable womsn engage. The lot of
a teacher or governess le not plotured as being partioularly happy, eithsr.
Mrs. Pryor in Shirleg describes her experience as a governess as follows:

It was my lot to enter g family of considerable preten—
glons to good birth and mental superiority, and the members of
which also believed that "on them was perceptible" an unusual
endowment of the "Christlam graces"; that all their hearts
were reogensrate, and their spirits in a peculiar state of dis-
oipline, I was early given to understand that "as I was not
their equal, so I could not expect "to have thair sympathy."
It was in no sort concesled from me that I was held a "burden
and restrain in society.®" The gentlemen, I found, regarded me
as & "tabooed woman," to.whom "they were interdicted from
granting the usual privileges of the sex,"‘snd yet who “ammoy~
ed them by frequently crossing their path." The ladles too
made it plain that they oonsidered me "a bore." The servants,
it was signified, "detested me;" why, I could never clearly
comprehend. My pupils, I was told, "howsver much they might
love me, and how deep soever the interest I might take in
them, could not be my friends." It was intimated that I must
®live alone, and never transgress the invisible but rigid line
which established the difference between me and my employers.”
My 1life in this house was sedentary, solltary, constrained,
joyless, toilsome. "he dreadful orushing of the animal spir~
its, the ever-prevailing senss of friendlessness and homeless~
ness consequent on this state of things, begsn ere long to
produce mortal effects on my constitution-- I slckened. Ths
lady of the house told me coolly I was the victim of “gounded
venity." She hinted, that 1f I did not makes an effort to
quell my "ungodly discontent,” to cease "murmering againet
God's appointment,” and to ocultivate the profound humility be-
fitting my station, my mind would very likely "go to pleces™
on the rock that wrecked most of my sisterhood-- morbid self>
ostesm; apd that I should die an inmate of a lunatic asylum.24

This unpleasantness attached to the ococupations open to women made
marriage the great goal of a girl's ambitlons. This idea is expressed in

Pride and Pfrejudice:

without thinking highly either of men or of matrimony,
marrisge had always been her (Charlotte's) object; it was the
only honorable provision for well-educated women of amall for-
tune, and, however uncertaln of giving happiness, must be
their plessantest preservative from want.

24‘ VOlo II, P
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Maria in Harriet Martineau's Deerbrook is asked how s womsn oan ©&rn

her 1living. 5She raplies:

A woman from the uneducated classes can get a subsist-
ence by washing and cooking, by milking cows smd going into
service, and, in some parts of the kingdom, by working in a
cottom mill, or burnushing plate, as you hare no doubt seen
for yourself at Birmingham. But, for an educated women, &
woman with the powers which Ggd gave her, religiously im-
proved, with a reason which lays life open before her, and
understanding which surveys sclence as 1ts appropriate task,
and a consclence which would make every spscies of respon-
8ibllity safe,~= for such a woman there is in all Eugland
no chance of g subsistense but by teaching, which can never
countervall all the education of ciroumstances, and for
which not one in g thousand is fit~-~ or by being a superior
Miss Nares-- the feminine gender of the tailor ad hatter.

Margaret replies:
The tutor, the tallor, and the hatter. 1Is that all?
411; except that there are departments of art and liter-
agture from which it is impossible to shut women out. %eae
are not, however, to be regarded as sources for bread.
Dinagh Morris in George Eliot's Adam Bede is & Methodlat preacher
for a time., When asked if her Society sanetions wemen's preaching, she
says that it ’doésn't forbid them, when they have a olear call to work,yand
when thelr ministry is owned by the conversion of sinners and the strength-
ening of God's paople. At the end of the story, however, it is said that
Conference hé.s forbidden women to preach.
pr. Marchmont in Frances Burney's Camilla says that if ome were to
ask half the married women in the nation how they became wives, they
would say that their friends urged them-- that they had no other estab-
lishment in view.

0ld malds were looked upon with a good deal of disfavor. In George

Eliot's Mr. Gilfil's Love Story Sir (hristopher says to Oaterinas "I

can't have you withering away into an old maid. 1 hate old maids; they

make me dismal to look at them. I never nee gharp without shuddering. Hy

2613.445
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little b - : ey
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iad
ea of o typical old maid ig glven in this quotation from The Life aud

petters of Jans Aiusten: “A friend of ming who visits ber now, says that
she i

has stiffened into the moss parpendioular, precise, teoiturn pisce of
'single blessedness' that ever e:dex'ced."23

With, such an attitude toward wmarried women oommom, it 18 not sur-
prising that girls made every effort to esoape the fate of being sn old
maid, even marrying without love in order to be marriad. Although there
8Te a few cases in the novels studied of marriage without love, for the

most part the attitude taken by parents and others is that yowng peopls

should never marry without love. Quoting from Hense and Sensibility,

Some mothers might have encouraged the intimacy from mo~
tives of interest, for Bdward Perrars was tha eldest som of a
man who had died very rich; and some might have repressed it
from motives of prejudice, for, except a trifling sum, the
whole of his fortune depended on the will of his mothsr. But
Mrs. Dashwood was alike uninfluenced by either consideration.
It was enough for her that he sppeared to be amiable, that he
loved her daughter, and that Eleanor returned the partislity.
It was contrary to every dootrine of hers, that difference of
fortune should keep any couple asunder who ware attracted by
resemblance of disposition.29

In a letter to Fanny Xnight, quoted in The Iife and latiers of Jans

Austen, Jane writes: '"Anything is to be preferred or endured ratbher than
marrying without affection;...nothing can be compared to the misery of be-
ing bound without love=- bound to ons, and preferring another,"30

This statement ocours in Pride and Prejudice: "...we see every day

that where there is affection young people are seldom witheld by lmmedlate
1
want of fortune from emtering into engagements with each @tmr’@g Blee

Nugent in The Absentee, by Maria Edgeworth, will not marry Hr. galishury

T
29 Yo1l 1, p. 19
20 pp. 344 and 34b

31 p, 149
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because she does not love hin

Mrs. Smith speaks thus in Jane Ansten'a Perﬁuasianr

Wnen one lives in the world. & man or mman'a marrying for
money is too common to strike one as 1t ought, I was very
young, and associated only with the young, ad we weré & |
thoughtless, gay set, without any striet’ ‘rules of conduot.
We lived for emjJoyment. I thinmk differently now; but ab

that period, I must own I saw nothing mpmhenaibla in vhat

Mr. Elligtt wag d;oing. N“To do the best for hms;eu" @asaed
ag duty. :

A contrary opi.nien is expressed by Luay 1n Cha

" 1@%1:9 Bremw's villetta

when she says: Mbut how many people evaf d.o lave r at lea,a‘v: marry for

love, in this world?"33 Bertha in Ge@rge E;f‘@t' B bod. Vl seyas

"Wha.t' your Wisdom thinks I mast love tha man I'm

ous of him; our menage would be condueted in & very 111"'91‘% mahuer « ﬁ'

little quiet contempt contributes greatly to the elegands of life."34

33 0 124 '
34 pp. 334-335
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%« Conceptioms of Womanhood
a. Mentality

In her Introduction to The Rights of Woman, Mary Wollstonecraft com-
ments upon the current attitude toward woman's mentality, as represented
by books ‘on education written by leading educators of the time. She says:

In & treatise, therefore, on female rights and manners,
the works which have been particularly written for thair im-
provement must not be overlooked, especially when it is as~
serted, in direct terms, that the minds of women are en~
feebled by false refinement; that the books of instruetion,
written by men of genius, have had the same tendency a8 more
frivolous productions; and that, in the truwe style of Ma-
hometanism, they are treated as a kind of subordinate beings,
and not as a part of the human species, when improvable
reason i1s allowed to be the dignified distinotion which rai-
ses men above the_brute oreation, and puts a natural sceptre
in a feeble hand.D

She addresses her sex thus:

My own sex, I hope, will exouse me, if I treat them
like rational creatures, instead of flattering their faseci-
nating graces, and viewing them as if they were in a state
of perpetual childhood, unable to stand alone. I earnestly
wish to point out what true dignity and humsn happiness
congists in. I wish to persuade women to endeavecur to ac~
quire strength, both of mind ard hody, and to convince tham
that the soft phrases, susceptibility of heart, delicacy of
sentiment, and refinement of taste, are almost synonymous
with epithets of weskness, and that those beings who are
only the objects of pity, ad that kind of love which has 76
been termed its sister, will soon becoms objects of contempt.

Mary Wollstonecraft deplored the fact that so 1little of positive vir-
tue was expscted of women. _ She says that from them only the negative
virtues are expected-- patience, docility, good humour, and flexibility--
virtues incompatible with any vigorous exertion of intelleot, uwhey are
more under the influence of sentiments than passions, ehe says.

We can hardly blameMary Wollstoneoraft for feeling as she did, when

we read some passagos quoted by her from Houssesu. For exumple:

) . 2=
3 7 34
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For this reason the education of women should be always rela-
tive to the men. To please, to ba useful to us, to make us
love and esteem them, to educate us When young, and taks care
of us when grown up, to advise, to somsole us, to render our
lives easy and agresable-~ these are the duties of women at
all times, and what they should be taught in their infamey. o
long ag we fail to reour to this primciple, we run wide of the
mark, and all the precepts which are gig,?n them contribute
neither to their happiness nor our own.

He proves that woman ought to be weak ad passive, because she has

bodily strength than man: and hence infers that she was formed to be

subject to and please him, and that her duty is to render berself a.g'w-

able

to he

to him, this being the grand end of har existence. Quoting further:

A man speagks of what he kmows, a woman of what pleases her;
the one requires knowledge, the other taste; the principal ob-
Ject of g man's discourse should be what ls useful, that of a
woman's what is agreeable. 'here ought to be nothing in com~
mon between their different conversation but truth,

Mrs, Plozzi is quoted as saying that a wanan will pardon an affromt

r understanding much sooner than one to her person. "All dur attain-

ments, all our arts," she says, "are employed to galn and keep the hesart

of man; and what mortification can exceed the dissppointment, if the end

be not atta.ined?"39

Wolls

Mary Wollstonecraft quotes Dr. Gregory as saylng:

Be aven cautious in displaying your good sense. It will be
thought you assume a superiority over the rest of the campany.
But if you happen to have any learning, keep it a profound
secret, especially from the men, who generally leok with a
jealous and malignant zge on & woman of great parts, and a cul-
tivated understanding,

In a letter to Gilbert Imlay written in Paris, Leptember, 1793, Mary

tonearaft sayss

With ninety-nine men out of & hundred, a very sufficlent dash
of folly is necessary to render a women piquente, a goft word

”
95
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for desirable; and, beyond these casual ebullitions of By~
rathy, few look for enjoyment by fostering a passion in
their hearts. One reason, in short, why I wish my whole
sex to become wiser, is, that the foolish ones may not, by
their pretty folly, rob those whose sensibility keeps down
their vanity, of the few roges that afford them some solace
in the thorny road of life.

We shall now see what attitude regarding woman's mental powers 18 ta=-
ken by women novelists writing during and shortly after the time of Mary
Wollstoneeraft. Among the books studied, only twe contain statements com-
plimentary to women's intelligence, or in accordance with Mary Wollstone=
oraft's belief thatvwomen‘s horizon should be broadened. These ﬁill now be
given,

This statement ocours in Jane Eyres

Wwomen are supposed to be very calm generallys but wo-
men feel just as men feel; they nead exercise for their
faculties and a fleld for thelr efforts as mueh as their
brothers do; they suffer from teo rigid a restraint, too ab-
.solute a stagnation, precisely as men would suffer; and it
is narrow-minded in their fellow-acreatures to say that they
ought to confine themselves to meking puddings and knitting
stockings, to playing on the plano and embroidering bags.
It is thoughtless to condemn them, or to laugh gt them, if
they seek to do more or learn more than custom has pronoun-
ced necessary for their sex.42

This is taken from The Diary and Letters of Madame D'Arblay:

He (Mr. Fairly) spoke with uncommon liberality on the
female powers ad intellects, and protested he had never,
in his commerce with the world, been able to discern any
other Inferiority in their parts than what resulted from
their pursuits; ~- and yet, with all this, he doubted much
whether he had ever seen any woman who might not have been
rather better without than with the learned languages, one
only excepted (his mother, who knew Latin)...I told him
briefly the histary of Dr. Johnson's most kind condecension,
in desiring to make me hls pupil, and bheginning to give me
lesgons of the Latin language, and I proceeded to the
gpeedy concluslon-~ my great apprehension, conviotion rath- .
er, thut what I learned of s0 great a man oould never be
private, and that he himself would contemn concealment, if

41 guoted in Camilla Jebb, Mary Wollstoneoraft, p. 189
42 p, 130




any progress should be made; which to me was sufficient mo=
tive for relinquishing the scheme, and deolining the honour,
rightly as I valued it, of obtaining such & master.~ "jnd
this," I added, "Though difficult to be done without offend=
ing, was yet tle better effected, am my father himself likes
and approves alk accomplishments for women better than the
dead languages's 3

It 1s to be noted that even thia uncommonly liberal man doubts the
benefit of kmowledge to a woman, and Frances Burney refuses to learn Latin
from Dr. Johnson hecause her doing 80 can not be concealed,

Coelebs in Coelebs in Search of a Wife says of his hostess that her

dinner was excellent, and everything about her had an air of elegance and
splendour; but of course she escaped the disgrace of belng thought a
scholar, but not the suspiclon of having very good taste. Sir John tells
some young men that they pretend to be captivated only with mind, but he
observes that, previous to their raptures, they always take care to get
the mind lodged in falr and youthful form. Later he says that had he met
Miss Stanley under the terrifying persuasion that shs might be & soholar,
he would have met her with prejudice, fearing that she would be forward
in conversation, deficient in feminine manners, and destitute of domestic
talents. Mr. Stanley enumerates perseverance, meskness, and industry as
being the qualities most carefully to be cherished and commended in a wo~-
man,

It is sald of Mr. Hélstone in Shirley that he can not abide sense in
a woman; he likes to see tham as light-headed, vain, and open to ridicule
as posaible, because they are then in reality what he holds and wishes
them to be~~ inferior: toys to play with, to amuse & vacant hour and be

thrown awsy.

Captain Duval, & character in Fanny Burney's Evelina, has a rather

43 yo1. 11, pp. 279-280
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contemptuous opinion of girls. When it is prbposed that the girls be
asked their opinion sbout ﬁhere to go for amusement, he says: '"What sig-
nifies asking them girls? Ask 'em anything that's called diversion, and
YOUtre sure they'll say it's vastly fine; --theylare a set of parrots and
speak by rote, for they all say the same thing; but ask 'em how they like
making puddings and pies, and I'll warrant you'll poss 'ém."44 In a con~
versation between Mr. Lovel and Mr. Coverly, Mr. Lovel says that he has
an insuperable aversion to strength, either of body or mind, in a female.
Mr. Coverly says that he would as soon see a woman chop wood as hear her
chop logic. Lord Merton then Joins the conversation, saying that & woman
wants nothing to recommend her but beauty. and good nature, for in évery—
thing else she is either impertinent or unmatursl. "For my j)art," he
says, "deuce take me 1f I ever wish to hear a word of sense from a woman
as 1ong as I live.™?

This opinion is expressed by Romolats father in George Eliot's
Romola: "...the sustained zeal and uncoﬁquerable patiencs dema:ndéd from
those who would tread the unbeaten paths of knowledge are still less re~
concilable with the wandering, vagrant propensity of the feminine mind
than with the feeble powers of the feminine bodyA."ArB

In Middlemarch, Lydgate thinks that certainly, if falling in love is
to be in question, it would be quite safe with a oreature like Miss viney,
who has Just the kind of intelligence one would desire in a woman~-=
polished, refined, docile, lending itself to finish in all ‘tmv delicacles
of life. It is sald of Lydgate that he holds it one of the prettiest at~
titudes of the feminine mind to adore a man's pre-eminence, without too

precise a knowledge of what it consists in. For Rosamond never shows any

44 p, 159
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unbecoming knowledge, end is always that combination of correct pentiments,
misic, dancing, drawing, elegant note=writing, private album for extracted
verse, and perfect blomde loveliness, which mekes the irresistable woman
for the doomed man.

It 18 interesting to note the effect which learning or intellectuality
had upon a girl's eligibility for marriage. This is eaid of Dorothes
Brook.e in Middlemarch:

Her mind wae theoretic, and yearned by its nature after
some lofty conception of the world which might frankly include
the parish Tipton and her own rule of conduct there; she
was engmoured of intensity and greatness, and rash in embrago-
ing whatever seemed to her to have those aspects; likely %o
seek martyrdom, to make retractions, and then to inour maytyre
dom after all in a quarter where she had not sought it, Cexr~
talnly such aelements in the charsoter of a marriagesble girl
tended to interfere with her lot, and hinder it from being
declded according to custom, by good looks, vanity, and merely
canine affection.

In spesking cof a suggested education for Indiana, ¥iss Margland in
Camilla says:

Consider, 8ir, what an obstaele it will prove to her
making her way in ths great world, when she comes to be of a
proper age for thinking of an establislment. What gentlemen
will you ever find that will bear with a lparned wife? ex~
cept some mere dozgright fogrum, that no young lady of fash~
ion could endure.

In Coelebs in Search of a Wife a Miss Sparkes is mentioned, whom the

reputation of being a wit and an imazon has kept single at the age of five-
and-forty, though her person is not disagreeable, and her fortuns ls con~
slderable. Coelebs is unusual in desiring an intelligent woman for his
wife. He says: "i man of sensme, who loves home, aud llves at home, re-
quires a wife who can and will be at half the expense of mind necessary for
“keeping up the cheerful, animsted, elegant intercourse whiech formp so great

a part of the bond of tnion botween Intellectusl and well-bred gmmmm.m%

4 Vol. I, P o
8 yol. I, p. 100
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The three grand inducements in the cholce of a wife, he says, are that a
msn may have s directress for his family, a preceptress for his children,
and a ecompanion for himself. "Bhall we not rejoice," he sgys, "in a cam-
panion who has drawn, though less copiously perhaps, from the same rich
sources with ourselves; who can relish the beauty we quote, and trace the
allusion at which we hint,"20

4 prolonged discussion is held regarding the necessity for domestic
accomplishments in & wife. Miss Sparkes says that the meanest understand-
ing and the most vulgar education are competent to form such a wife as the
generality of men prefer~- that a man of talents, dreading a rival, always
takes care to secure himself by marrying a fool. Sir John replies that
men of the most cultivated minds, men who admire talents in a wo.mah, are
still of the opinion that domestic talents can never be. dispensed’with; he
entirely disagrees with Miss Sparkes in thinking that these qualities infer
the absence of higher attvalmments, and necessarily imply a sordid or a vul-
gar mind. Mr. Stenley says that cookery is one of the arts which eould
not be universally carried on, if they were not easy and cheap of attain-
ment, He agrees with Miss Sparkes in thinking that a mean understanding
and a vulgar education suffice to make a good cook. One reason why he would
never choose to marry a woman if she did not have a knowledge of domestic
affairs, is that shs who wants or desplses this knowledge must possess that
previous bad judgment, which, as it prevented her from seeking this part of
her duty, would be likely to operate on other ocoasions. Mr. Carlton, too,
looks upon contanpt for the fulfillment of these duties as pretty certain
indication of lack of judgment. He allows that with this knowledge a lady
may unhapplly hgve overlooked more important aequisitions, but without it

he must ever consider the female character as defective in texture, however

20 p. 435
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it may be embroidered snd spangled on the surface.

Sir John declares that, though he does not have the naturii antipathy
to a wit which some men have, yet unless the wildness of a wit is tamed like
the wildness of othar animals, by domestic habits, he would not choose to
venture on one. Mr. Stanley questions whether or not a lady of mean under~
standing will be able to practice economy on a largeé scale; he considers
such economy a field in which a woman of the best sense mey honorably exer=-
cise her powers. Sir John says:

4 philosophical lady may “read Mallebranche, Boyle, and Locke™;

she mgy boast of her intellectual superiority; she may talk of

abstract and concrete; complex ideas and mixed modes of identi-

ty and relation; she may decorate all the logic of one sex with

all the rhetoric of the other; yet if her affairs are delabres,

if her house is disorderly, her servants irregular, her cnhlld-

ren neglected, and her table ill arranged, she will indicate
the want of theBTost valuable faculty of the humsn mind, =-- g

sound Judgment.

Mr. Carlton says that a young lady bred in total ignorance of family
management, trensplanted from the house of her father, where she has learned
nothing, to that of her husband, where she is expected to know ew;'erything,
disappoints a prudent man: his affection may continue, but his esteem will
be diminished; and with his happiness, his attachment to home will be pro-
portionately lessened. Sir John replies that this is perfectly just, and
that this comfortless deficiency has naturally taught men to inveigh against
that higher kind of ¥mowledge which they suppose, though unjustly, to be the
cause of ignorance in domestic matters. Miss Sparkes insists that plodding
domestic employments cran;p the genius, degrade the intelligence, depress the
spirits, debase the taste, and clip the wings of the imagination. This poor,
cramped, degraded, stinted, depressed, debased creature is the very being
whom men, she says, men of reputed sense, too, commonly prefer to the mind

of large dimensions, soaring fancy, and aspiring tastes.

ol kpp‘ 394-395



This comment appears in Jane Austen's Northanger Abbey:

Where people wish to attach, they should always be ignorant.

To come with & well-informed mind, is to come with an inability
of administering to the vanity of others, which a sensible per—
son would always wish to avoid. A woman, especially, if she
have the misfortune of knowing anything, should conceal it as
well as she can.,.though, to the larger and more trifling part
of the (male) sex, imbecility in females is a great enhancement
of their personal charms, there is a portion of them too reason=
able, and too well-informed themselves, to desire anything more
in woman than ignorance. But Catherine did not kmow her owa
advantages; did not kmow that a good-looking girl, with an af-
fectionate heart, and a very ignorant mind, cannot fall of at-

tracting a e%gver young man, unless circumstances are particular-
ly untoward.

The following guotation is from George Eliot's Middlemarch;

Lydgate thought that after all his wild mistakes, and ab-
surd credulity, he had found perfect womanhood-- felt ag if al~-
ready breathed upon by exguisite wedded affection such as would
be bestowed by an accomplished creature who venerated hia high
musings and momentous labours, and would never interfere with
them; whe would create order in the home and accounts with
still magic, yet keep her fingers ready to touch the lute and
transform life into romance at any moment; who was instructed
to the true womanly limit and not a hair-breadth beyond -~docile,
therefors, g%d ready to ocarry out behests which cams from beyend
that limit.”-

It is said that Lydgate hal regarded Rosamond's oleverness as precise=
ly of the receptive kind which became a woman,

Mr. Tulliver, Maggie's father in George Eliot's The Mill on the Floss,

says that Maggie is too cute for a woman, that "an over-'cute woman’s no
hetter nor a long~tailed sheep-- she'll fetch néne the bigger price‘ for
that,"54 He also says that he purposely picked a wife who wasn't overly
cute, because he wasn't going to be told the rights of things by his own
fireside.

Further indications of the current conception of women's mentality
are found in these excerpts and indirect guotatlons:

Tilney in Northanger Abbey Bays that he has no patience with such of

92 pp. 141-142
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his sex as disdain to let themselves sometimes to the comprehension of
the feminine sex; perhaps the sbilities of women, he says, are neither a-
cute nor sound, neither vigorous nor keen; perhaps they may want observa-
tion, discernment, jﬁdgnent, fire, genius, and wit., Margaret, a charascter
in Deerbrook, has heard it said of men that there are depths of character
wheré there are not regions of experience, which defy the sympathy and
sagacity of women. Mr. Tyrold in Camills considers Indiana's incapaclty
to be rather that of her sex than of an individual. Of Bugenia, in the
same book, it is said that the equanimity of her temper makes her seem,
though a female, born to be a practical philosopher, Mr. Casaubon in m—
dlemarch sgys that there is a lightness about the feminine mind-- a touch
and go-—-music, the fine arts, that kind of thing-- they should study
these up to a certain peint, but in a light way. Sketching, fine art, and
80 on, he considers Jjust the thing for girls.

In The Mill on the Floss Tom tells Maggie that he learns Latin, and

says contemptuouslys "Girls never learn such things. They're too silly."55
He also says that girls®' stories are always silly and stupid. This con=
versation occurs between him and his schoolmaster:

Girls can't do Euclid; can they, sir?

They can pick up a little of everything, I dare say.
They've a good deal of superficial cleverness; but they
couldn't go far in anything. uhey're guick and shallow.bb

This quotation agppears in Villette:

I {Iuey) will permit the reader to picture me, for
the next eight years, as a bark slumbering through haloy~-
on weather, in g harbour still as glass~— tha steersman
stretched on the little deck, his face up to heaven, his
eyes closed: buried, if you will, in a long prayer. 4

grest many women and girls are supposed to pass their lives
something in that fashion; why not I with the rest?J]

55 p. 146
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Later she says:

I was vaguely threatened by M. Emanuel with I know not what _
doom if I ever trespassed the limits proper to my sax.ggﬂd eon
ceived a contrabanl appetite for unfeminine knowledge.

Again:

"Women of intellect™ was ths next theme: here he (M. I=m—
anuel) was at home. A "woman of intellect", it appeared, wa8
& sort of "lusus naturase," a luckless accident, a thing forxr
which there was neither place mor use in oreation, wanted nel-—
ther as wife nor worker. Beauty anticipated her in the first
office. He believed in his soul that lovely, placid, femimnime
medioori ty was the only pillew on which manly thought and
could find rest for its aching temples; and as to nglc, male
mind alomne could work to any good practical result.
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be Wifehood

Mary Wollstoneoraft had very positive ideas concerning wifehood. ghe
believed that women should not depend alone upon their physleal charms to
hold their husbands, but should develop their minds for that purpese. &She
held that & woman should be a companion to her husband, sharing in his ine

tellectual interests. A study will now be made of her statements on this

question,
She warns women thus;

The woman who has only been taught to please will soon find
that her charms are oblique sunbeams, and that they cannot
have much effect on her husband's heart when they are seen
every day, when the summer is past and gone., Will she then
have sufficlent native energy to look inte hersgelf for oom~
fort, and cultivate her dormant fasulties? Or i3 it not more
rational to expect that she will try to please other men, and,
in the emotions raised by the expesctation of new conquests,
endeavour to forget the mortification her love or pride has
received? When the husband cesases to be a lover, and the time
will inevitably come, her desire of pleasing will them grow
languid, or become & spring of bitterness; and love, perhaps,
the most egg:nescent of all passions, gives plage to jealouay
or vanity.

The women who strengthens her body and exercises her mind will, says
Mary Wollstonecraft, becans the friend, not the humble dependent ¢f her
husband. She places the responsibility for training girls in this wey up-
on parents. To quoté: '

And if it be granted that woman was not oreated merely to
gratify the appetite of man, or to be the upper servant, who
provides his meals and takes care of his linen, 1t mmst
follow that the first care of those mothers or fathers who
really attend to the education of females should be, if not
to strengthen the body, at least not to destroy the constitu~
tion by mistaken notions of beauty and female excellencej

nor should girls ever be allowed to imbibe the permicious no~
tion that a defeot cagi by any chemical process of ressoning,
bacome an excellence.

O 1he Rights of Woman, p. 32
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- She says that the weakuess which makes s wamst depend up

for subsistence produces a kind of oattish affeation; which leads

to purr about har husband. as she would about any men who fed and oaressed
har. ub2 Parther, dependence upon men méites women rivals with sach other. The
sole anbition of awoman, seys Mary Wollstonecraft, aentam in b@m’oy; inter-
a8t gives additi@nal force to vanity, and rivalahipﬁ msuat wmaﬂ view BW
other wi th suapieious aud envious eyes. Their grea’c a‘bdeat is ’GO merry to
"better themselves." ’ |

Mary Wollstonecraft has this to say of men vm@“‘a,é noﬁ Jkmow the Joys of

friendship in marriage:

The man who can be comtented to 1ive with a pretty. neefnl
compsanion, without a mind, has lost in ve:luptueus gra ;L‘::L
tions & taste for more refined enjoyments; be has ne ir
the calm satisfaction that refreshes the parched heart li]m
the silent dew of heaven -~ 0f being loved by one wh@,»awm i
understand him. In the soolsty of his wifg he 1s stai 1

unless when the man is sunk in the bratae.°d

Having seen what was lary W;Llsteneeraft's maa ameerning the 16@61

wife, we shall turn to opiniens. expx‘esseql, by women nwalistzs wrxtina ﬁ“ ing‘ " 

and shortly after her time. . The prevailing conception regarding s

duty to her husband will first be noted.
This-1s said of Romolas

The new sensibilities and guestions which it (Tite's
condiidt ) had half awakened in her were quieted again by ,
that subjeetion to her busbend's mind which is falt by every
wife who loves her husband with passionate devotedness and
full reliance...Romola was labouring a.gqla loving woman must,
to subdue her nature to her husband's

1t is sa.id in Mr. Gilril's Love Story of Lady Chaverel t«hut 8he m\m

toq rigorous a view of a wife's dutiea, and too profound s deference to re-~

gard submisaion a8 a griovanca. In the seme book Mz is sald that a proud

A~ ,»v;o,":{r_.‘, oo
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woman who has learned to submit carries all her pride to the reinforcement

of ber submission, and locks down with severe superiority on all feminine

assuption as "unbecoming."

This passage occurs in Janet's Repentances:

eooWwhat use is 1t for a woman to be loving, ang mgking a fuss
with her husband, if she doesn’'t take care and keep his home
Just as he likes it; if she isn't at hand when he wants any-
thing done: if she dcoesn't attend to all his wishes, let them
be as small as they may.0D

In The Tenant of Wildfell Hall the Reverand Michael Millward maintains

that Helen has done wrong to leé.ve her husband, though he has been cruel
and unfaithful. He says it is a violation of her sacred duty 88 a wife, and
a tempting of Providence by laying herself open to temptation; and nothing
short of bodily ill-usage (and that of no trifling mature) could excuss. such
a step—— mnor even that, for in such a case she ought te appeal to the law
for protection., In the same book, Helen says of her husband: "Judgiﬁg from
appearances, his idea of a wife is a thing to love one devotediy ard to stay
at home-~ to wait upon her husband, and amse him and ﬁinister to his com=-
fort in every possible way, whi‘le he chooses to stay with her; and, when he
is absent, to attend to his interests, domestic or otherwise, and patiently
uwbb

walt his return; no matter how he may be occupied in the meantime.

In The Mill on the Floss Stephen says playfully to Maggie: "You will

sing thes whole duty of ‘woma.n-- *4ind from obedlence grows my pride gnd happi-
ness.'“67

ﬁ}he following guotations show how distinotly a woman was consldered to
be inferior to her husband.

This is from ghirley:

He (Mr. Helstone) made no pretense of comprehending women,

The Works of George Eliot, Vol. XVI, p. %28

Vol. I, p. 25
P 65
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or comparing them with men; they were a different, probably
a very inferior order of existence; a wife could not be bex
husband's companion, much less his confident, much lese his
stay. His wife, after a yoar gr two, was of no great im-
portance to him in any shape.

This conversation takes place in the same book, between Joe Scott and
Shirley Keeldar: :

Joe, do you seriously think all the wisdom in the worild
is lodged in male skulls?

I think that women ars a kittls and froward gensration;
and I've great respect for the doctrine delivered in the sec-
ond chapter of St. Paul's first Epistle to Timothy.

What doctrine, Joe?

Iet the woman learn in silence, with all subjection., I
suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the
man; but to be in silence. For Adam was first formed, then
Eve...women is to take their husbands? opiniag both in peli-
tics and religions 1t's wholesomest for them. 9 '

In The Tenant of Wildfell Hall, Mra. Markhan tellas her sont

sesit?s your business to please yourself, and hers (his
wife's) to please you. I'm sure your poor, dear father was
as good a husband as ever lived, and after the first six
months or so were over, I should as soon hsve expeatod,Tim
to fly, as to put himself out of his way to please me.!™

It is sald of Mrs. Tyrold in Camilla that she never says anything in
response to a remonstrance of her hugband, but retires fo her own room, to

conceal with how ill a grace she complies with ber husband's decision that

Camilla shall go to live with the ILymmeres.

Had this lady been united to a man whom gshe despised, she
would yet have obeyed him, and as scrupulously, though not
as happily, as she obeyed her honored partmer. She conai-
dered the vow taken at the altar to her husband, as a vol-
untary vestal would have held one taken to her Maker; and
no dissent in opinion efculpatad, in her mind, the least de-~
viation from his will.

Mrs. Merman exhibits the proper attitude of a wife toward her husband,

Mr. Meyman says to her:

68 Vol- I, p. B
69 Vol. I, pp. 360-361
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Why, if a woman will not try to understand her husbandrs
ideas, or at least to believe that they are of more value than
she can understand-- if she is to Join amybody who happens to
be agalnst him, and suppose he is a fool because others contra-
diet him=- there is an end to our happiness, That is all I
hare to say.

Hrs. derman replies:

Oh no, Proteus, dear. I do believe what you say is right.
That is my only guide. I am sure I have never had any opin-
lons any other way; I mean about subjects. 0f course there
are many little things that would teass you, that you like me
to Judge of for myself. I know I said once that I did not
want you to sing "Oh, ruddier than the cherry," becsuse it was
not in your voice. But I camnnot remember aever differing fram
you. about gbgects. I never in life thought anyone cleverer
than you. i v

A young girli's feelings regarding marriage are described thus,;

se.t0 become a wife and wear all the domestic fetters of that

condition, was on the whole a vexatious necessity. Her obser-

vation of matrimony had inclined her to think it rathsr a

dreary state, in which a woman could not do what she liked,

had more children than were desirable, was consequently dull,

and becameé irrevocably lmmersed in the humdrum. Of course

merriage was social promotion; she could not look forward to a

single life; but promotions have sometimesz to be taken with

bitter herbs.

Mr. Casaubon says to Dorothea in Middlemarch, that the great e¢harm of
her sex is its capabllity of an ardent, self-sacrificing affection, and
that hergin is seen its fitness to round and complete the exis tengce of men.
It is said that some men take a wife to adorn the remalning guadrant of
thair coﬁrsa, and be a little moon that would cause hardly a calculable per-
turbation. MNir. Casaubon thinks of Dorothea that she may be such a help-
mate to him as will enable him to dispense with a hired secretary. A wife,
he thinks, a modest young lady, with the purely appreciative, unambitious
qualities of her sex, is sure to think her husband’s mind powsrful. OSociety

never made the prepostsrous demand that a man should think as much about

his own qualifications for making a charming girl happy as he thinks of hers

72 pp. 10%-104
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for making himself happy.

Mrs. Graham in The Tenant of Wil&fell Ha.ll aaya that her husband is

almost too fond of Imr. She oould d.o with 1ess oareasing and more ration-
ality, She would like to te less of the pet and more of tha friend-

Coelebs in Coelebs in Search of a Wife belmves that a woman' 5 obedi-

ence to her husband does not imply degrede.tion. He sayst

But the offence taken by the ladies against tha uncourtly
bard (Milton) is chiefly ococasioned by his having presumed to
intimate that comjugal obedience

Is woman's highest honour and har praisae.

This is so nice a point that I, as a bachelor, dare only
Just hint, that on this delicate question, the poet has not
gone an inch farther than the apostle, Nay, Paul is still moxe
uncivilly explicit than Milton. If, however, I could hope to
bring over to my side oritics, who, being of the party, are
too apt to prejudge the case, I would point out to them that
the supposed harshness of the observation is quite done away by
the recollection that this sorupled "obedlence™ is s¢ far from
implying degredation, that it is conpected with the Injunctiom
to the woman "to promote good works™ in her husband; an in-
Junction surely inferring a degree of influence that raises her
condition, and restores her te all the dignity of equality; it
mekes_her not only the assoolate but the Inspirer of his vir-
tues,

Mr., Fa.rebrother in Middlsmarch concedes that 3 good wife, a goo0d un-

worldly woman, may really help a man, and keep him mere independent.

14 pp. 34
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Mary Wollst@necraft raises the questlion whether @r n@t women wh

ha.ve ~early 1mbibed notions of pasaive obadienae hmra suffio:l.em éhwwtar

to manage a family or oduca.te children. It 1s her opinion tha.t tha;sr @' : |

not hava.‘ She aa,ys-

The obedienee requ:.red of women in the marrisge sta.te omes
under this deseription (of evils arising from a desirs for
present enjoyment that outruns itself); the mind, na.turally
weakened by depending on authority, never exerts its own -
bowers, and the cbedient wife is tlms rendered a waak indo-
lent mother,

Mary Wollstonecraft could not endure the 8111ines |

babled dogs. She says that such a wonan 1s as apt a# not
ren grow up crooked in g nursery. She deaeribes one suah W

The woman whom I allude to was handaome, re@ksmed‘
some, by those who do not miks ‘the mind when the'
plump and fair; but her understanding had not bee
female duties by literature, nor her: 1zm@¢a@me fa
knowledge. No, she was quite feminine, ageording
culine acceptation of the word; and, so far fr
spoiled brutes that filled the place which her ol
to have occupied, she only lisped out & pretty mizture of .~ = .
French and English nonsense, to please the men who fl@m& a~ e
round her., The wife, mother, and human ereature, were &ll .
awallowed up by the factitious character which an impmger ed-
ucation and the selfish vanity of beauty had produced.

This insufficient a mothar is described in Mansfiala Parkx

To the education of her da.ughtex'ﬁ Lady Bertram pa.id not :
the smallest attention. She had not time for such cares. A
She was a woman who spent her days in sitting, nicely dress-
ed, on a sofa, doing some long piece of neéedlework, of little
uge and no beauty, thinking more of her pug than hey child- -
ren, but very indulgent to the latter, when it did mot put
herself to inconvenience, guided in everything important by
8ir Thomas and in smaller concerng by her sister, Hed che
possessed greater leisure for the service of hey girle, dhe
would probably have supposed it unnecessary,. for they wera un~
der the care of a %verness with proper mg.atmm, mci oold
want nothing more.

79 The Rights of Woman, p. 80
76 1314, p. 191
7 Vol. I, pp. 25~26
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d. Contribution to Mankind

We now come to an important and interesting phase of this sﬁb,ject;
what was the belief Quring and shortly after the time of Mary Wollstonecraft
concerning woman's mission in the world, and her contribution to mankind?‘
As has been done. before, Mary Wollstomecraft's views on the subjeoﬁ will

first be studied,

In the dedication of The Rights of Woman to M, Talleyrand-Perigord,

she says:

Contending for the rights of woman, my-main argument is
built on this simple principle, that if she be not prepared by
education to become the companion of man, she will stop the
progress of knowledge and virtue; for truth must be common to
all, or it will be inefficacious with respect to its influence
on general practice. ind how can woman be expected to co-op=
erate unless she kmows why she ought to be virtuous? unless
freedom strengthens her reason till she comprehends her duty,
end see in what manner it iz connected with her real good. If
ohildren are to be educated to understand the true principle
of patriotism, thelr mother rust be a patriot; and the love of
menkind, from which an orderly train of virtues spring, can
only be produced by considering the moral amd civil interest
of mankind; but the education and situation of woman at present
shute her out from such investigations.70

Mary Wollstonecraft felt that women had acquired al.l the follles and
vices of civilization, and missed ths useful fruit. She believed them to
be the prey of their senses, blown gbout by every momentary gust of feeling,
They attempted many pursuits, yet never persevered long enough. To quote:

The education of women has of late been more attended ta
than formerly; yet thay are still reckoned a frivolous sex, and
ridiculed or pitied by the writers who endeavour by satire or
instruetion to improve them. It is acknowlsdged that they
spend many of the first years of their lives in acquiring a smat-
tering of accomplishments; meanwhile strength of body and mind
are sacrificed to libvertime notions of beauty, to ths desire of
establishing themselyes-- the only way women can rise in ths
world~- by marriag‘e.79 :

7 5. 10
79 5 &
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She says that women are so much degraded by these mistaken notions of
female excellence that this artificial weskness produces a propensi ‘bﬁf to
tyrannize, and glves birth to cuming, the natural opponent of strength.,
which leads them to play off those contemptible infantine airs that under=
mine esteem even while they excite desire. Women are told from infancy .
she says, and taught by the example of their mothers, that a little kmow-
ledge of human wedkness, Justly termed cunning, softnass of temper, outward
obedlence, and scrupulous attention to a peurile kind of propriety, will
obtain for them the protection of men; and should they be beautiful , ev-
erything else is needless, for at least twenty years of their lives. Wo=
men, she stales, have been drawn out .of their sphere by false refinemen t.
The regal homage which they receive is so intoxicating that it will be very
diffioult to convince them that the illegitimate power which they obtain by
degrading themselves is a curse. To quote:

sssWhile they (women ) have been stripped of the virtues that

should clothe humanity, they have been decked with artificial

graces that enable them to exercise a short-lived tyranny.

Love, in their bosoms, taking place of every nobler passion,

their sole ambition is to be falr, to raise emotion instead

of inspiring respect; and this ignoble desire, like the ser-

vility in absolute monarchies, destroys all strength of char-

acter. Liberty is the mother of virtue, and if women dbe, by

their very constitution, slaves, arnd not allowed to breathe

the invigorating sir of freedom, they must ever langumish like

exotics, snd be reckoned beauntiful flaws in nature.

Mary wollstonecraft argues that women cammot be confined by force to
domestic concerns, for they will meddle with more weighty affairs, how-
ever lgnorant they may be. She holds that women should have a share in
politics. She quotes M. Tallayrand-Perigord as having said "that to see
one~half of the human race excluded by the other from sll participation ¢.f

government was a politlcal phenomenon that, aceording to abstract primiples,

8o p. 41
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it was impossible to explain. nbl She asks him then on what his constitu-
tion rests; if the abstract rights of man will besr dlsoussion and explan-
ation, those of woman, by a parity of reasoning, will not shrink from the

sgne test, She =ays:

Females, in fact, denled all political privileges, and

not allowed, as married womem, excepting in criminsl cases, a

civil exlstence, have their attention naturally drawn from

the interest of the whole communlty to that of the mimmte

parts, though the private duty of amy member of society must

be very imperfectly perfomesd when not connected with the

general good. The mighty business of female life is to please,

and restrained from entering into more important comcerns by

political and civil oppression, sentiments become events, and

reflection.deepens what 1t shouvld, and would have effaaadg it

the understanding had been allowed to take & wider ranges 2

We shall now study the opinions ex:presaed in novels written during
and shortly after the time of Mary Wollstonseraft by women novelists, re-
garding woman's contribution to mamkind. Only one reference was found
to women's entering politics. In George Ellet's Felix Holt the women
characters are spoken of as being rather indifferent to politics. Some
obJleoct to politics as having spoiled 0ld neighborliness, and sundered
friends who had kindred views as to cowslip wine and Michaelmas.cleaning;
others, of the melancholy sort, say it would be well if pemopls would
think less of reforming Parliament and more of pleaéing God, They are more
interested in a speach by the ourate than in any candidate's speech.

The attitude toward women writere was one of disapproval. The follow=

ing quotation from Charlotte Bronte's The Professor indicates the common

sentiment:

+»alt appears to me that ambition, liter ambition espeoisl-
ly, is not a feeling to be cherished in the mind of a woman;
would not Mlle. Henrl be much safor and happler if taught to be~
lieve that in the quiet discharge of soolal duties consiate her
real vocation, than if stimulated to mepire after applause and

81
p. 11



42

1t was impossible to explain,"Sl She asks him then on what his constitu-
tion rests; 1f the abstract rights of mam wiil bear dlseussion and explan-
atlon, those of woman, by a parity of reasoning, will not shrink from the
same test. She says: A
Females, in fact, denied all political privileges, mmd

not allowed, as married women, excepting in criminal oases, a

civil existence, have their attention naturally drawn from

the interest of the whole commnity to that of the mimmte

parts, though the private duty of any member of society mumat

be very imperfectly perfomed when mot connected with the

general good. The mighty business of female life is to please,

and restrained from entering into more important concerns by

political and civil oppression, sentiments become gventa, and

reflection.deepens what it should, and would have afrmedg it

the understanding had bsen allowed to take & wider TaNRH . a

We shall now study the opinions expresesd in novels written during
and shortly after the time of Mary Wollstonecraft by women novelists, re-
garding woman's contribution to mankind, Only one reference was found
to women's entering polities. In George Eliot's Fellx Holt the women
churacters are spoken of as being rather indifferent to politics. Seme
object to politics as having spoiled old neighborliness, amd sundered
friends who had kindred views as to cowslip wine and Michaelmas.cleaning;
others, of the melancholy sort, say it would be well if people would
think less of reforming Parliament and more of ploaéing God, They are more
interested in a speech by the ocurate then in any candidate's speech.

The attitude toward women writers was one of disapproval. Ths follow=-

ing quotation from Charlotte Bronte's The Professor indicates the common

sentiment:

+velt gppears to me that ambitionm, 111:31‘% ambition especial~
ly, is not a feeling to be cherlished in the mind of a woman;
would not Mlle. Henri be much safer and happler 1f taught to be-
liave that in the quiet discharge of soolal duties consists her
real vocation, than if stimulated to aspire after appluuse and

gl pe 11
2 b, 203



publicity.o3

48 related in The Disry and Letters of Mademg D'Arblay, Frances 1is
given great comfort by being assured that her book Evelina was thought to
have been written by a msn. In commenting upon the book, Mrs. Montagu
sayss "..«I have been informed it is the work of a young lady, end therae-
fore, tﬁough I expected a very pretty book, I supposed it to be a work of
mere imaglination, and the name I thought attractive; but life and manners
I never dreamt of finding."84 In a biography of Charlotte Bronte condensed
from Mrs. Gaskell's Iife it is said that she espaclally disliked the lower-
ing of standard by which to Jjudge a work of fiction if it proceedéd from &
feminine pen; and praise mingled with pseudo~gallant allusions to her sex
mortified her far more than sotual blame.8d

48 has been noted in a previous gection, it was believed by some
that women ware mors fitted to do housework as their contribution to the
work of the world than anything else. This quotation is ‘taken from Dear-
brook:

Women do inevitably love housekeeping, unless educational

or other impediments interfere with their natural tastes. House=

hold management is to them the object of their talents, the sub-

Jeot of their interests, the vehicle of their hopes and fears,

the medium through which their affections are manifested, and

much of their benevolence gratified. If it be true, as has beep

sald, that there is no good quality of a woman's heart and mind

which is not necessary to perfect houwsekeeping, it follows that
there 18 no power of the mind or affection of the heart which

may not be gratified in the course of 1ts discharge.86

Marrlage was considered a woman's great vocation. In the words of

Maria in Deerbrook, “.,..glrls are brought up to think of marriage as almost

the only event in life. Their minds are stuffed with thoughts of it almost

3 po 11

4 Vol, I, p. 102 _

g With The Professor, pp. B8~89
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48 related in The Diary snd Letters of Mudame D'irblay, Brauces is

given great comfort by being assured that her book Evelina was thought to
have been written by a man. In commenting upon the book, Mrs., Hontagu
sBays: "¢..1 have been informed it is the work of s young lady, and there-
fore, though I expected a very pretty book, I supposed it to be a work of
mere imaginztion, and the name I thonght attractive; but life and mamners
I never dreamt of finding."84 In a bilography of Charlotte Bromte condensed
from Mrs. Gaskell's Life it is said that she espeoially disliked the lower-
ing of standard by which to judge a work of fiction if it proceeded from a
feminine pen; and praise mingled with pseudo~gallant allusions to her sex
mortified her far more than sctual blamer.85

A8 has Deen noted in a previous section, it was believed by some
that women were more fitted to do housework as their contribution to the
work of the world than anything else. This guotation iz taken from Doer-
brook:

Women do inevitably love housekeeping, unless educational

or other impediments interfere with their natural tastes. Housge

hold management 1s to them the object of their talents, the sub-

Jeot of their interests, the vehiscle of their hopes and fears,

the medium through which thelr affections are manifested, and

much of their benevolence gratified. If it be true, as has heen

said, that there is no good guality of a woman's heart and mind

which is not necessary to perfect housekeeping, it follows that

there is no power of the mind or affection of the heart which

msay not be gratified in the course of its discharge.U6

Marriage was considered a woman's great voocation. In the worde of

Maria in Deerbrook, "...girls are brought up to think of marriage as almost

the only event in life. Their minds are stuffed with thoughts of it almost

4 Yo1. 1, p. 102 |
85 with The Professor, pp. H8-09
86 ., 155
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before they have had time to gain sny other idess."®7 Mr. Gascoigne in

Daniel Deronda tells Gwendolyn that marriage is tle omly tme and satisfac-

tory sphere of a women, and Mrs. Davilow ssys that marrispge iz the only
happy state for a woman.

Women were so oppressed by restrictions that they were hindered from
making many contributions to the world, other then that of motharhood.
Men were considered, at least by many people, as being so much more capable
than and supsrior to women as to far surpass them, This is Harold Tran~
some's opinion of his mother, in Felix Holt:

The fact that she had been active in the management of

the estate~- had ridden about it contimally, had busied her-

self with accounts, had been head baliff of the vecant farms,

and had yet allowed things to go wrong-- was set down by him

simply to the general futility of women's attempts to trans«

act men's business...It was the way of women, and all wesk

mind38 to think that what they had been used to was unalter-

abla. 8

It is 8ir James's opinion, in Middlemarch, that a man's mind has al-
way 8 the advantage of being masculine, as the smallest birch tree is of a
higher kind than the most soaring palm, and even his ignorance is of a
sounder quality, It is sald in the same book that & man lis seldom ashamed
of feeling that hs cannot love a woman s0 well when he eees a certain
greatness in her, nature having intended greatnsss for men, Romola apolo-
gizes thus for being a girl:

I will try and be as useful to you as if I had been a

boy, and then perhaps some great scholar will want to marry

me, and will not mind about & dowry; and he will like to

come snd live with yon, snd he will be to you in place of gg

brother. .,and you will not be sorry that I was a daughter.

Gwendolyn Fairfax in Daniel Deronds exprosses her sense of the narrow=

nesgs of a woman's horlzon;

O pp. 1l0-111
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Wa women can't go in se i
Northwest' Pastage ox th:ﬁzgugigﬁ‘%m
gers in the Bast. We must stey where wo
gardeners like to transplent ug, We ave brough

flowers, to look as pretty as we cans ond be dull witd
complaining. That is my notion about the plants; they are .

often bored, amd that is the reason ponme 0f thes haw %
p%immuta.‘6 ason WLy °

Paniel's mothér rebels ageinst the pressure yut upon & Jewlsh givl

~'to conform to tradition. ghe says:

Tou aré mot & womsn, You may try, -~ but youw cen sover
imagine what it is to have a man's force of @mmﬁa in gou, o
and yet to suffer the slavery of belng a girl., %o bawe &0
pattern out out, --"this is the Jewish woman; this is what you
must bej this is what you ave W@m X y wongnts he

Girls were not allowed to have mmwy ‘s thelr i

Tulliver ssys to Maggies M"I'Ve & great. &ea.l noye mw

cause I'm & boy. I always hava half @wemi*i
Christmas boxes, because I ghall be- mjf’, wﬁa yn
ing pleces, because ycu're only & girl.“%

To conclude, Esbher in E'al:;x E@lt awm

4 woman can hardly evar choose in W’s way {chobe;

" 1ife of privation and toil for the good of humelty

dependent on what happens to ber. ©he muet take a9 B
things, Pecsuse only maa:mez things are within her res e

90 V@lt I, ,'9. 8
91 yel, 11T, pps 118-119 .
92 The Mi1ll on the ¥los#, B 34
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II. The Possible Puture for Women as Foreseen by kary Wollstonsoraft and

Ite Advanteges
1. Education

Mary Wolletoneoraft attributes the variaty of meaunesges, cares, and
sorrows into which women are plunged to the prevailing opinion that they
were created rather to feel than to reason, and that all ths power they
secure must be obtained by their charms and weakness. BShe goes to say:

And, made by this amiable weakmess entirely dependent, ez~
cepting what they gain by illicit sway, on man, not only for
protection, but for advice, is it surprising that, neglect=
ing the duties that reason alone points out, and ehrinking
from trials calculated to strengthen their minds, they only
exert themselves to give their defects a graceful covering,
which may serve to heighten their charms in the eye of the
voluptuary, though it sink them below the scale of moral ax-
cellence,

She states further that women are obliged to look up to men for every
comfort. They cling to thelr support in the most trifling danger, aud
their natural protector extends his arm, or 1lifts his voice, to guard the
lovely trembler from perhaps the frown of au old cow, or the junp of &
mouse, Though these fears may producs some pretty attitudes, they show a
degree of imbecility which degrades a rational creature in a way women &re

not aware of. Quoting agaln:

I am fully persuaded that we should hear of none of
these infantine alrs, if glrle were allowed to take suffi-
clent exercise, and not confined in oclose rogms till their
muscles are relaxed, ani their powers of digestion destroy-
gd. To ocarry the remark ptill further, 1f fears in girls,
instead of being cherighed, perhaps, oreated, were treated
in the pame manner as cowardice in boys, we should quiok-
ly see women with more dignifled aspects. It is true, they
could not then with equal propriety be termed the sweet
flowers that smile in the walk of man; mt they would be
more respectable members of sooclety, md discharge the ime
portaent duties of life by the light of their own reason.
"pducate women like men," says Boussean, "and the more thay
resemble our sex the less power will they have over ue."



This is the very point I aim at. I ?o not wigh them to have
bower over man; but over themselves.

Again gnd again Mary Wollstonecraft rapeats the argunent that iIf women

be allowed to have immortal souls, they must have an understanding to im-

prove, She mentions the need that women bave of sduscation

In the regulation of a family, in the education of ochild-
ren, understanding, in an unsophisticated sense, is particu~
larly required=-=- strength both of body and mind; yet the men
who, by their writings, have been laboured to domesticate women,
have endeavoured, by arguments diotated by a gross appetite,
which satiety had rendered fastidious, to weaken their bodies
and orgmp their minds. But, if even by these sinister methods
they really persuaded women, by working on their feelings, to
stay at home, and fulfill the duties of a mother and mistress
of a family, I should cautiously oppose opinions that led women
to right conduct, by prevailing on them to make the discharge
of such important duties the main business of life, though rea-
son were insulted. Yet, and I appeal to experience, if by ne-
glecting the understanding they be as much, nay, more detached
from these domestic employments, than they comld be by the most
serious intelleactual pursuit, though it may be observed, that
the mass of mankind will never vigorously pursue an.intellsctu-
al object, I may be allowed to infer that reason is absolutely
necessary to engble a woman to perform any duty prgperly, and I
must again repeat, that sensibility is not reason.

Mary Wollstonecraft believed that if women were properly trained, in

body as well as mind, they could be truly independent, earning their owm

livings. In this regard she says:

Ken have superior strength of body; but were it not for
mistaken notions of beauty, women would acgquire sufficlent to
engble them to earn their own subsistenge, the true definition
of independence; and to bear those bodily inconveniences and
exertions that are requisite to strengthen the mind, let us
then, by being allowed to take the same exercise as boys, not
only during infancy, but youth, arrive at perfection of body,
that we nray know how far the natural superiority of man ex~
tends. For what resson or virtue can be exzpected from a orea-
ture when the seed-time of life is neglected? None; did not
the winde og heaven ocasually scalter many useful seeds in fal-
low ground.

Mary Wollstonecraft believed that boys and girls should be educated

1 The Rights of Women, pp. 64-69

3
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together. Lhe advoomted the establishment of day~sehools by the government.
After the age of nine, girls and boys intended for domestic employments or
me chanical trades ought to be removed to other schools, and receive instruo~
tiom in some measure fitted to the destination of sach individual, the two
sexes belng together in the morming, but in the afterncon the fzirls attend-
ing a school where plain work, mantua making, millinery, ete., would be
their employment. ‘(he young people of superlor abilities or fortuns might
then be taught in another school the desd and living languages, the elements
of science, and continue the study of history and politios, on & mora ex~
tensive scale, not excluding literaturs.

Mary Wollstonecraft also believed that wamen should have some ghars in
the government. Should this be grunted them, they would grow better, as
they becsme wiger grd ﬁore free. Thelr pattinese would vanish as thair
lives were broadened by access to morality and polities, She held that this
would meke them more, not less, attentive to their domestic duties, for m
active mind embraces the whole cirele of its duties, and finds time enoush
for all.

In answer to the argument that woman would be unsexed by acquiring
strength of body and mind, and that beauty would no longer adorn the dsugh-
ters of men, Mary Wollstonecraft sgys that, on the contrary, we should see
dignifi ed beauty and true grace; it would not bhe the grace of helplessnass,
but such as appears to make us respect the human body., ‘Fomen should bg
taught the elemeuts of anatomy and medicine, not only to enable them to take
proper care of their own health, but to mgke them proper nurses for their
barents, husbsnde, and children., It ie likewlse proper, she says, Lo make
women scquainted with the auatomy.of the mind, by allowing the sexas to
agsooclate together in every pursult, and by leading them to cbserve the pro-

grass of the human understanding in the improvement of the scleonces and arta,
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never forgetting the science of morality, or the study of the political

history of mankind., They should acquire & rational love for their country,

based upon knowladge.



2. Ocoupations Open to Women

Mary Wollstonecraft was very advanced in her ideas concerning the
vocations which womgn should be gllowed to entar, At o time when practi-
cally the only wgy a respectable woman could earn her own living was by
being & teacher or & governess, she professed her belief that women
ghould he dootors, shop keepers, business women, end farmers, She says;

The few employments open to women, so far, from being 1ib~
eral, gre meonial; and when & superior eduncation engbles them to

take charge of the educatlon of children as governesses, they

are not treasted like the tutors of sons...But as women educatad

like gentlewamen, are never designed for the humiliating situa-

tion which necessity sometimes forces them to fill; these situsa-
tlons are considered in the light of a degredation; and they

know 1ittle of the human heart, who nesd to be told, that noth-

ing so painfully sharpens sensibility as such & fall in life.

Commenting wpon women's acknowledged tendency to marry simply for
a means of support, she says that they can hardly be blmmed, since an at-
tempt to earn thelr own subsistence sinks them to so despised a level,
She concludes her argument with this question; "Is not that Government
then very defective, and very unmindful of the happiness of one~half of

its members, that does not provide for honest, independent women, by en=

couraging them to fill respectable situations?!?

p. 162
pp. 162-163

49
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3+ ldeals of Womanhood

a., Mentallty

Mary Wollstonecraft mskes a plea that women shall rise above the pop-

ular conception of them as creatures of caprice and emotion, without much

mental ability. G&he deplores the "weak elegance" of mind then so fashion-

able,

Hhe sayss

If wisdom be desirable on its own account, if virtue, to de-
serve the name, must be founded on knowledge, let us endeavour
to strengthen our minds by reflection t1ll our heads become

a balance for our hearts; let us not confine all our thoughts
to the petty occurrences of the dasy, or our knowledge to am
aequaintance with our lovers' or husbands®' hearts, but let the
Practice of every duty be subordinate to the gramnd one of im~
proving our Einds, and preparing our affections for a mors ex-
alted state.

She holds up to woman the ideal of being a humen being:

Dismissing, then, those pretty feminine phrases, which the men
condescendingly use to soften our slavish dependence, and de~
splsing that wegk elegancy of mind, exquisite sensibility, and
sweet doellity of manmers, supposed t0 be the sexual character—
istiow of the wesker vessel, I wigh to show that elegance is
inferior to virtue, that the first obJect of lawdable ambition
is to obtain the character of a human being, regardless of the
distinotion of sex, and that secondary views should be brought
to this simple touchstone.(

She argunes that if women are moral beings, they should have & chance

to become intelligent,

~30~ |
g D
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b. Wifehood

Mary Wollstonecraft has much to say conmcerning the pdsi tion and du~
ties of a wife. She held that a woman should not be dependent upon her

~ busband; she says, how can a being be generous who has nothing of her own?

or virtuous who is not free?

She warns wives agalnst depending entirely upon their physieal at-
trastions to k.éep their husbands' love. Weak are the women, she says, who
imagine that they omi long please without- the aid of the mind. ©She says:

Yet, if they (women) only wished to lengthenm out their sway,
they should not entirely trust to their persens, for though
beauty may gain a heart, it camnot keep it, even while the
beauty gs in full bloom, unless the mind lend, at least, some

8races,

She urges that women should keep the relabtions bstween them and their
husbands upon s high plane of friendship, warning them agalnst being sud~

denly tumbled from a throne to a stool, Mutual respect wust form the basis

of g successful anml happy marriage. Te quote:

When women are sufficiently enlightened to discover
their real interest, on a grand sc¢ale, they will, I am persua-
ded, be very ready to resign all the prerogatives of love,
that are not mutual, speaking of them as lasting prerogatives,
for the calm satisfaction of friendship, and the tender con-
fidence of habitusl esteanm.

8 5, 113
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o. Motharhood

In a letter to Gilbert Imlay written in Paris, Jamuary 1, 1794,

Mary Wollstonecraft expressed her opinion that, considering the care and

Gnxlety s woman must have about a child before it comes into the world,

it belongs to her by a natural right. She goes on to say:

When men get immersed in the world, they seem to lose all sen~-
sations, except those necesssry to contimue or produce lifel
--4re these the privileges of reason? Amongst the feathered
race, whilst the hen keeps the young warm, her mate stays by to
cheer her; btut it is sufficient for man to condescend to get a
child, in order to claim it. =--4 mam is a tyra.nt!lo

Peeling thus passionately a father's duty toward his children, Mary

Wollstonscraft did not minimize a mother's responsibility toward her

children. She deplored the bad effeot caused by lack of education, which

made so many women unflt to be intelligent mothers. OShe says:

In short, speaking of the majority of mothers, they leave
their children entirely to the care of servants; or, because
they are their children, treat them as if they were little demi-
gods, though I have always observed, that the women who thus
idolise their children, seldom show cemmon humanity to servants,
or feel the least tenderness for any children but their own.

It is, however, these exclusive affections, and an individ-
unal manmmer of seeing things, produced by ignorance, which keep
women for ever at a stand, with respect to improvement, and
make many of them dedicate their lives to thelr children only
to weagken their bodles armd spoil their tempers, frustrating alsg
any plan of education that s more rational father may adopt; for
unless a mother concur, the father who restrams will ever be
considered as a tyrant.

the clinches her argument:

For it would be ag wise to expect corn from tares, or flgs from
thistleié a8 that a foolish ignorant woman should be & good ‘
mother,

10
1l

CamiJila, Jebb, Mary Wollstonecraft, p. 192
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d. Contribution to Mankind

It was llary Wollstoneoraft's conviction that if o woman be not pre-
pared by education to become the compenion of man, she will stop the
progress of knowledge, and 80 be a handioap to markind., In the dedication

of The Bights of Woman she says:

It is then an affection for the whole human race that
makes my pen dart rapidly along to support what I beliave to
be the cause of virtue; and the sgme motive leads me earnest-
ly to wish to see woman placed in a station in which she
would advance, instead of retarding, the progress of those
glorious principles that give a substance to morality.™?

the factor which makes woman most intimately connected with the
welfare of the race 1s her influence upon her children during their most:
impressionable years. "he kind of home which a mother establishes makes
her & good cltizen or a poor one. In the words of Mary Wcllst@necrafh* :

But, we shall not see women affectionate till more equality
be established in sooisety, t1ll ranke are confounded and
women freed, neither shall we see that dignified domestic
happiness, the simple grandeur of which cannot be relished
by ignorant or vitigted minds; nor will the important task
of education be properly begun till the person of & woman is
1o longsr preferred to her mind.

14 pp, 211-222



IIT. An Evaluation of Mary Wollstonecraft's Ideas
1. Education

In many respects Mary Wollstonecraft'a ldeas concerming the insde~
quacy of the education of girls are borne cut by the women novelists writ-
ing during and shortly after her time. Her statement that girls! minds
were not in a healthy condition, however, is not ’supported by a 1i‘st of
the ﬁooks mentioned in the novels as being read by girls, or recommended
to thém. The books mentioned are ag follows: one of the women in Brother

Jaeob knows passages from Byron's Lalla Rookh, The Oorsair, and The Seige

of Corinth; Smollett's Roderick Random and Hwnphrey Clinker are described

in Middlema.rch a8 'be:Lng light broadening rea.dlng for girls; mention is

made in Jenet's Repentanoe of 'Drydan's Virgil, Hannah More's Sacred I)ramas,

Rasselas ,‘ Burke'a On the Sublime and Bea.utiful Mason on Self-knowledge,

-

and Fa.looner's Shipwrock- The Specta.tor, Ta.’cler, anl Guardian papers are

named in Gecilia as :Eorming a sufficient library for girls' it is sajd in

Coelebs in Baarch of a Wife that a philosophical lady may read Mallebranche

Boyle, and Locke, the girl in Coelebs who has never heard of Virgil has

read Tears of Sensibility, Rosa Ma.tilda, S;nnpathy.,of Souls, Too Civil by

Half, The Sorrows of Werter, The Stranﬁers, a.nd The Orphans of Snowdon.

Out of this list of writers and literary productions, more than half have
survived the test of time, and some of these are in no sense light reading,
This is Interesting evidence leading to the conclusion that though girls
were poorly educated in a formal way, their reading had a high degree of
literary merit. |

Mary Wollstoneoraft charges that the education of glrls is disordefly,
too mach emphgsis being put upon mere accomplishmente. There is sbundant

evidende in proof of the Justice of this charge. Following is a list of
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the accomplishments mentioned in the books as being acquirsd by young
ladiess netting purses, vells, and gloves, making alun and sealing-wax
flowers and baskets, fan~dolls, "transferred" landscapes, palnting tables,
covering screens, varnishing and gilding floﬁrer pots, and studying, in~
cluding the study of French, German, and Italian, painting, drawing,
etching, modelling, and music, including study of the harp, piano, amd
voice. Serious studies mentioned are experimental philesophy, chemistry,
botany, gragumar, astronomy, geography, and history. These, however,

were given a secondary place, as when the girl quoted on page 1l says
that she gives what little time she can spare from principal things, mean-~
ing a.cebmplishments, to these other things, No less tham six of the pas-~
sages quoted stress the importance attached to ths acquirement of accom~
plishments,

An exception, however, is found in the sentiments expressed by
Cosleba, quoted on pages 12 and 13, He insists that education is not that
which smothers a woman with ‘accompliskhments, but that which develops char=~
acter ad tends to form a friend, companion, and wife. 4also, Darcy in

Pride and Prejudice insists that a woman is not truly accomplished who does

not improve her mind by extensive reading.l

The deplorable conditions described in Jane Eyre as existing in at
least some orphans’ homes bear testimony not only thé.t the physical welfare
of girls was maglec.ted, but that in some cases actnal ila.rdships were en-
gured, and health injured ‘che:;eﬂoy.2

For the most part, then, with the exception of the reading done by
girls, the women novelists bear out Mary Wolls toneoraft! s conviption that

girls' minds were mot in & healthy state, that the education of girls was

1 quoted on p, 12
gee 1p. 13»15
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disorderly, a.ccomplishment;i belng unwisely stressed, and that the physi-
cal welfare of girls was neglected or aotually damaged.

Mary Wollstonecraft's prophecies &8 to the possible future of eduoca~
tion for women and its advantages have been largely fulfilled. Women are
no longer obliged to look to men for every omfort, and to be dependent
on them for their very subsistence. Girls no longer jump at cows, and
shriek for s protector. They are now given good educations, both mentally
and physically; they are admitted to colleges, where they can study his-'
tory, politics, or any other subject. They are as free to exercise physi-
cally as boys are. Boys and girls are educated together. Women have a

ghare in the government, and are taught to be intellipently patriotic.

v



2, Occupations Open to Women

The women novelists' statements regarding occupations open to wo=
men agree with those of kﬁary Wollstoneoraft. She states that the moat
respectable women are the most oppressed, and this opinion is reiterated
in some of the books, partleularly in Deerbrook, in which Maria sgys
that, while g woman from the uneducated ¢lasses can earn her ‘living with
her hands, an educated woman may only teach or become s feminine tallor.d
Unmarried women were treated with scorn or with ridicule, with the resunlt
that marriage was the great goasl of every girl!s life, and it was some~
times contracted without love. It is net to bé supposed from the novels
studied, however, that such marriages were considered to be desirable,
though conflicting opinions are sxpressed.

Time has proven Mary Wollstonecraft's bellefs regarding the occupa-
tions which should be open to women to have been based wpon a solid found-
~ ation of reason. She believed that women should be allowed to becomse
doctors, shop keepers, farmers, and business wamen. This belief has more
than been justifiéd, for women now engage in these and many other occupa=-

tions formerly open only to men.

5 quoted on p. 18



%e Conceptions of Womanhood
a. Mentality

Yary Wollstonecraft's presentation of the attitude toward woman's
mentality is a falr one,‘judging by the opinions expressed in the va.i'ious
novels, Almost without exception, woman is represented as being & vastly
inferior creature, incapable of attalning any degrée of learning. It was
considered very mnbscoming for a woman to betray any kmowledgs, and she
was particularly advised to concesl any learning which she might chance to
possess from tle men of her acquaintance. Men had a horror of a learned
woman, and a girl having in any degree the reputation 6:6 being a wit was
doomed to spinsterhood in almost svery case. Thug Mary Wollstoneeraft :ls>
right in saying that a girl's educatlon was believed to be propsrly rela-
tive to man's, she belng inferior to him.

QOpposing opinions are expres.se,d as to whether or not domestic acocom=
plishments debase a woman, but the prevailing opinion seems to be that
they do not, that a womgn is properly _fitted for them. |

Mary Wollstoneoraft complains that the negative virtues are expscted
of s woman. This is well borne out by the women novelists. An ideal
woman is plctured as being docile, receptive, light—mindéd, placid, humble,
and passlve. UShe is to look upon her husband's learning with awe and
" reverence. 'By no means is she ever to interfere in his affairs. She asks
his opinion upon every important matter. Although she is gifted in all
the accomplishments, she never shows any unbecoming knowledge. She creates
order in the home, and attends to all of her husband's physical needs.

Welcome relief from such opinions is found in Jane Hyre, where it is
stated that girls need exercise for their faculties as mﬁoh a8 their bro-

thers 4o, and in coelebs in Search of a Wife, where Caleb says that a wife
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should be directress and preceptress for her family, and a companion for
her husband .4

Mary Wollstonecraft's hope that women should rise sbove the popular
conception of them as creatures of caprice and emotion, without mmoh mental
ability, has been partially realized. Since women have taken posl tions of
responsibility in the world, they have had to lose much of their caprice
and emotionalism. By assuning these responsibilities they have proven

their mental ability to be greater than it was supposed to have baen.

4 quoted on pp. 23 and 27
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be Wifehood

Mary Wollstonecraft belleved that a woman should not be merely a
plaything and source of smusement to her husband, but should be his com~
panion, sharing all with him, on an equelity with him. This was far from
being the commonly sccepted opinion. RExcearpts from the works of women
noveliste writing during and shortly after the time of Mary Wollstone-
craft show that a woman was considerpd duty-bound to her husband. She must
submit to his wishes, subdus her nature to his, and cater to his needs.
Should he be wnfalthful: and eruel to her, sha is still bound to him. A
Imsband should please himself, and his wife please him. Women were thought
to be so much inferioxr to men as toy preclude any possibility of companion=
ship., 8he must be & holymate to him, but the favor need not be returned.

Again the exception is found in Coelebs in Search of a Wife. Coelebs

endeavors to show that Paul's inJunction to wives td Ee obedieﬁt to their
mmsbands was coupled with the command to promote good works in men, so
that wives are not only their husbands' assocciates, on an equality with
them, but the inspirers of their virtues.5

Mary Wollstoneoraft's hopes regarding wifehood have been largely reg-
lized. Women have come {:o be more of companions_ and less of inferiors to
their husbands. 4 woman 1s no longer bound to obey her husband, nor to re-
main with him when he is cruel and unfai thful. jlso, women perhgps depend
less upon their physical and more upon their mental charms to kesp their

husbands® love.

5 Quoted om p. 37
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0. Motherhood

Mary Wollstoneoraft believed that poorly edusated women are uufit to
be mothers, and that women taught to be passively obedient to their hus-
bands bave not sufficlent character to train their children properly.

Lady Bertram in Mansfield Park is an excellent example of this kind of

WOman. She pays not the lsast attention to the education of her damghters,
thinkizig, more of her pet dog than of her children, 8he is guided by her
husband in everything of importance, and by her sister in matters of less

weﬂzghté Mrs. Bennett in Pride and Prejudice is much the same sort of

mother. )

It is interesting to note that hera, as in so many other instamma,b
Mgry Wollstonecraft was right. There is no longer any excuse for unintell-
igent motherhood, with the information which is available to mothers.
Training for parenthood is a part of every college ourrioulum, and spﬁeieil-

1zed study has been made of ohild care and the problems of mothers.

b pescribed on p. 38
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d. Contribution to Hankind

Mary Wollstonecraft bvelieved that women should enter polities. Xo
agroement with this opinion 1s found in the novels studisd . Yomen and
politics are memtioned only in Felix Holt, and there an indifferent atti-
tude on the part of the women toward politics is described. They are more
interested in a speeoh by the curate than in sny candidate’s apeech.?

Literary ambition in a woman, of course approved by Mary Wollstone~
craft, found a good deal of disapproval. A woman's real vocation was be-
lieved to consist in the quiet discharge of sooial duties, rather than a
public career. Frances Burney was comforted upon being assured that her
book was thought to have been written by a mam. Mrs. Montagu emeofe a
book written by a woman to be merely pretty. |

Housework was considered woman's proper work, and marriasge bher only
goal anvd her only true and sa.tisfacfory sphere. This is directly opposed
to Mary Wollstonecraft's ideas upon the subject; she deplored & girl's
marrying to '"better hefself.“ |

Mary Wollstoneoraft's désire that women might advance, rather than
retard the progress of the world, has been partially realized. Girls can
now more readily learn how to be wise mothers, companionable wives, and
worthy citizens than ﬁhey could at the time this unusual woman emressad
her convictions. They are able to make definite contributiems to the

world in a variety of worthy ocoupations.

Mary Wollstonecraft can only be admired for the olearnese of her
vision, and for her oourage in declaring her beliefs. Ghe was far in ad~
vanoe of her time, & pioneer to whom all women should be grateful for the

gervice she rendered them,

7 see p. 41
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IV, General Inferences Drawn from the Novels Regatding the Position of Woman

In spite of‘ the conclusion reached in the preceding seotion, Fh&t Mary
Wollstoneoraft's ideas regarding the position held by women during her time
are largely borne out by the women novelists writing contemporaneously with -

and immesiiately after her, & doubt remains in the m_indkc‘f the ;fea.der, of

these nevele as to the degree of certainty with which this conclusien ean be
accepted. To be eure, a.ccord:l.ng to most of the quetations cited, the educa.—‘
rticn of glrls was inadequate, few eccupations were open to them,ﬂthey ware
not ra.ted high mentally, wives were considered inferior to their husbands,

s0me mothere Were poor ones, and the abllity of women to ma.ke ‘gonuine cen—

tributions to the progress of mankind was dcubted. But seme questiene a.rise.‘:

Were girls always poorly edueated because their fcmal edtuca.k on wa.s
meager? Might not some of them have succeeded in educating themsel

gcod. degree? uhe high percentage of worthy bcoks mentioned as havi

read by girla 1ndicates that they were ce.pable ef appreciating ood

ture, and read more than light nevels. A number of wemen in ‘the ,beoks pce-

Sesc encugh educa.tion te beceme governesses or teachers, emeng them Ja.ne

Eyre, Fra:nees Henri 1n The Profeeser, Lucy Snowe in Villette, and Miss Tay- E

1or in Ja.ne Austen 5 Enma. 'l‘he cemrerae.tion of some of the women characters
indicates e. good aegree of knewledge.

Although few oceupatione were open to women, this does not pretre tha,t
women in that day were not cepable of £illing responsible pesitieons adequate-
1y. the occupa.tione open to women, poeitione ag governesses or tee.chers,
ce.lled for a high d,egree of learning.‘ Also, it was to the eredit of women
if they were able to keep contented and cheerml within their limited flelds
of getivity, <That many women did thia is demonetra,tedl by the group of femi—

nine characters in Mrs. Gaskell's Crauford. 'l*hey meke the utmost ef their
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opportunities, and are, with exceptions due to temperament, busy and con-
tented. A delightful spirit of co-operation and hel’pfulnessé is manifested.
When it becomes mecessary for Miss Matty to earn her own living, she is
set up in business selling tea, and the entire village seems %o come %o her
for tea.

Could not women have been mere highly endowad -me’r;ytally‘ than was cooﬁ—
ly supposed? Superior intellects may have lain in ebsgyrity, ne‘edingenly
proper training for expansion and development. NMany of "'the, de,gra&ed_g;p
tions of women's intellect are expressed by ignorant and narrow minded char-
acters in the novels, and they cannot be sccepted as i'eprésenting the atti-
tude taken by a more educated class of people. Many of the .characters. in
the novels are sprightly, a,lért gi«rla‘, giving every indigation of keenness

of intellect, 4mong these may be mentioned Catherine Morland in Northanger

Abboy, Bma in Jano 4usten's book by thet title, Elinor Dashﬁmoa m‘.«Senae

a.nd Sensibili_z., Blizabeth Bennett in Pride and Prejudiee, Jane. Eyre,. shir-‘ :

ley, Iucy Snowe in Villette, Helen La.wrence in The Tena.nt @f Wild.fell Ha.ll. '
Camilla, Bvelina, Cecilia, Dinah Morris in Adam Beie, Gwendolyn Fairfax and

Hiresh ¥ordesgai in Daniel De‘ronda.,f Esther Iyon :Ln Felix Holt, Doz-othea Brooke

and Mary Ga.rth in Middlemarch, Maggie Tulliver in The Mill on the Floess,

Romela, and Margaret in Deerbrwk. .

While wives were o,onsidered to be j,nfe;;i'i'or to their husbands, some of
the wives characterized in the novels gre.nof at all dominated by their hus-
bands, . Mrs. John Dashwood in Sense and Sensibility easily succeeds in got-
ting her husband to pursue the course she wishes regarding his giving his
mother and sisters a gemerous suy of money following the death of the elder

lir. Daghwood, and one iufers that she habitually. influences him in similar

wawa; Rosamond Lydgate in Middlemaroh consigtently mana.ges to get hsr ways

although she has no husband, Elizabeth Elliott in Persuasion is able to coax
e )
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her father into almost anything; and it ls Hlizgbeth's Bennat!e imﬁ@i»
ence and pride of spirit which attrsots Darey to her, snd sho sguetly vub
charmingly maintains her rights, | |

VMany admirable mothers are desoribed. Mrs. Dashwood is 6 wise, sym-

- pathetic, aud unselfish mother; Mrs. Horland has similsr virtuss; Mre.

Markham in The Tenant of Wildfell Eall expresses uwmsuslly advanced ideas

regarding the training ot éifléS; Mra Poyser in Adam Bede 18 & devobed
mother; and while she is not g mother, Miss Taylm; in Jane Aﬁﬂ‘hen'ﬁ“w
fills the place of the most 1desl of mothers to Bunt, and Lady Msﬂell
performe a simllar office to pmme in Eersuaai. | |

A8 to women's contributien to the fwéfid, l;mfre\, 00, @quemm; infer~
ences may be galned from general conditlons than would seém probable fras
passages found in the novels. The diary of Fanny Burnsy reveals the faot
that, though a literary career was not generally considered desirshle for
a woman, the homage and respect sccorded to s successful young wam&nm-
thor was such as must have been gratifyiﬁg, and did not "‘i:nﬁ;mabe an f&.’tﬁ.t?
tude of disapproval, at least on the part of a elass of peopla‘iﬁe{p-eiatf-afi
in literature. Although housework was considered a woman's work, hew
chief occupation, it was more preperly so in those days, v:vhsn the Giffie
culties involved in aomeaﬁic labers made tham au occupation demanding &

falr degree of skill, and much moye time than ie mow required. Further,

the fact still remains that, for many women, the business of heing & home

maker, wife, and mother, 1s the most gbsorbing and challenging of careers,
and the one in which they can mske the most valusble sontribution to the
world.

We may believe, then, that a woman of Mary Wollstougeraft's time wes

8 quoted on pp. 7-8
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not always the ignorant, ussless, @am;n;a,‘tying croature that a literal inter
pretation of Mary Wollstonecraft's statements and those found in the novels
would lead one to believe. ghe iﬁaa Very often wallinfomd, a&@&blaw
resding good books acri\d&af coﬁversing intelligently; she performed oredita=
bly the offices of a”‘éévernasé ar toeacher, or eapably managed a home; she

was not mentally ixii:erior, nor wa.a she d;dmi};‘na’sed by hér”mnand, but on the

contrary, might dominate him; ghe was a wise mother, training her children
well; and she performed her services to humanity in being such a mother, in

e the

teéching, or in writ ing. Only by realizing thesay fa@lﬁ‘s, whieh ba ,

dark ploture presented by Mary Wollstonecraft and statements in the mnovels,
ean we get & true conception of the woman of the late eighmemh ad early

nineteenth centuriess:
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