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FOREWORD,

It is generally agreed that most of the early American
settlements were made by groups of people seeking freedom for
the expression of their particular religious persuasions. For
this reason, it was inevitable‘that religion, more than ahy
other influence, should have colored early American life and
thought., It is logical, also, that muchvof‘this influence
should have continued to be felt throughout our national
history.

It is a common pastime among students of the development
of characteristic American attitudes, to point out the con-
tinued influence of Puritan ideals and religious beliefs.
Students of American literature find frequent instances of the
influence of Calvinism in ideas expressed by American writers.
Less has been done in tracing similar influences of other re-
ligious groups of early colonial America. An inclusive list
of characteristic American ideas would show many origins, not
only from early religious sources, but also from later influ-
ences of various kinds.

. As the basis of the following study, the writer has se-
lected six ide;e commonly admitted to be characteristically
American in nature. It will be shown that, in America, these
ideas originated among the early Quakers. *

No opinion is advanced as to the value or practicability
of the ideas coneidered. The decision is left to the Jjudg-

ment of the reader. It is asserted, only, that the six ideas

studied were, in America, of Quuker origin, and that they
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have persisted until they have become essentially American

ideas. The evidences of their persistence are found in the

rassages quoted from Ameriecan literary works.

This is ﬁrimarily a study in Awmerican literature. It
is not, in any sense, a religious study., The discussion in
the first two chafters is presented as a means 6f establish-
ing criteria upon which to bhase claims of validity’and relia-

pility for atatemehts made in remaining chapters.



CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION,
THE PROBLEM,

We aré, fof the wost part, unaware of the sources and
history of ideas which are a part of our national heritage ~
ideas which, appearing at first in isolated, new, or even
recolutionary form, are now everywhere recognized as charag--
teristically American.

The purpose of this discussion is to show that ce;tain
Quaker prineiples and ideas have so influenced the thought of
America that they have persieted as elements of the common
mind, and are revealed in our national literature as essentially
American ideas. Henry Seidel Canb,. writes: "The Quakers,
possessors of a set of ideals and a practice of living each
more perfectly realized than any other doctrine of ethics that
came to America, have been neglected by historians as a shap-
ing force."! The writer has undertaken to show, in this study,
that the Quaker influence has been the chief ghaping force in

the development of certain typieally American ideas.

SOURCES OF DATA.

There -is a wealth of available material showing the prin-
ciples by which the Quakers ghape their lives; giving the
history of Quakeriem in Aumerica and other lands; and explainimg
the united stand taken by Quakers with reference to questiohs

" and problems of national importance, The writer wishes to

1 Henry Seidel Canby, "Quakers and Puritans," SATURDAY
REVIEW OF LITERATURE, January 2, 1926, p. 458.
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acknowledge especially the following authoritative studies:
Amelia Mott Gummere, The Quaker in the Forum; Auguste Jorns,
Ihe Quakers as Pioneers in Social Work; Stephen B. Weeks, Bouth-
ern Quakers and Slavery; Rufus M. Jones, Quakers in the Ameri-
can Colonies;and Isaac Sharpless, A Suaker Experiment in Govern-

ment. The relation of Quaker ideas to our American literature
has been treated in part in the following studies: Henry 8.

Canby, Classie Americans; Garland Miller Taylor, Quaker Ideas

in the Writings of Brown, Creveecoeur, -and Paine - an unpub-

lished Magter's thesis; and Doran Tharp, Quskerism in the
Poetry of John Greenleaf Whittier ~ an unpublished liaster's
thesis. Invaluable original printed sources are: John Woolman,
Journal; Thomas Chalkley, Journal; George Fox, Journal; Robert
Barelay, An Apology for the True Christian Diwinity; and Will-

iam Penn, Passages from the Life and Writings of. The works of

the American writers named in Chapters III to VI inelusive, have
been studied carefully for evidences of persistent Quaker
elements of American thought.

QUAKER PRINCIPLES.

To know what the true Quaker principles are, it is neces-
sary to refer to the writinge of the very earliest leaders of
the sect. The Society of Friends has never formulated a oreed
or set of beliefs other than the doctrines set forth by thelr
leader, George Fox, ahd re-enforced and supplemented by Robert
Barclay, William Penn, and John Woolman.

According to these four early leaders, the firat and fore-
most Principle gulding the Bociety, the Frinciple (always
spelled with a capital P) upon which all their other principles
depend, is the belief that an "inward light" resides in the
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hearts of all men to direct their way to God, and to lead then
in all their activities from day to day.®

This Principle explains the Bociety's remarkably revolu-
tionary breaking away from the ritual and ceremonies and au-
thority of both the Catholic and the Established Churches.
They turned to the New Testament and to the teachings of Jesus
and the Apostles, to original Christian sources, for their
authority; and to the "Inward Light" for their guidanoe.:5 This
central Principle accounts for the great Quaker'belief in the
potential eguality of all men. BSince they believe that the
"Inward Light" resides in the hearts of gll men, then, perforce,
they believe gll men to be brothers. and equal;and the remain-
ing Quaker beliefs and tenets follow as a matter of logic.
Their first Principle accounts for the attitude of Friends
against war, slavery, capital punishment, inhumane treatment
of prisoners, and intemperance.4 It explains their adVocacy of
Peace, absolute equality of persons, absolute democracy of
justice, prison reform, the separation of church and state,
religious tolerance and freedom of conscience, woman suffrage,

and practical humenitarianism.®

2 George Fox, Passages from the Life and Writings of,
p.35; Robert Barelay, An Apology for the True Christian Divinity
pp.13, 14, 17, 18; William Penn, %gg Rige and Progress %; ghgs
People Called Quakers,p.22; John Woolman, Journal,p.<5;Henry 8.
Canby, "The People Called Quakers," CENTURY, June, 1912,pp.286-
279; Warren H, Wilson, Quaker Hill;A Sociological Btudy, p.98;
Auguste Jorns, The Quakers as Pioneers in SBog¢ial Work, Intro.p.29,

3 Robert Barclay, op. git.,p.15; Isaac Sharpless, A Quaker
Experiment in Government, par$ I,,p. 13,

4 Henry 8. Canby, op. ¢it.% p.266; Warren H, Wilson, op.
¢it., p.127.

5 Warren H, Wilson, op. cit., pp. 80-81.
NOTE., -= In order to save space in the text of thie study, foote-
notes are given in abbreviated form, For full data on euch refe
erence, see the complete bibliography on pagesiil to 149,




"They felt, You cannot hold in slavery, God. You eannot
infliet capital punishment upon this man in whom is God. The
same argument dignified woman, who was made the equal of man.
The same argument applies to the inpossibility of war. You
cannot think of God fighting against God.“6

The Guakers aimed not merely at the establishment of a
new sect, but at the evolution of a new society — a brother-
hood of all men, actuated by the principles which the Quakers
stated and lived.’ They advocated a society in whieh the indust-
rial, political, social, and religious life shall be closely

intermingled.8

(UAKERS DISTINGUISHED FROM OTHER SECTS.

Though the fuakers were a part of the great general rel&g-
iovus unrest of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, they
are not to be confused with the Puritans, or with other sects—
which came 30 America for religious reésona. Their whole move-
ment was actugted by ideas foreign to the Calvinistic theory.
The religious beliefs of the Puritans, and, in consequence,
their government, and economic and social structure, were
gloomed by the inexorable doctrines of Calvin, and breathed the
fatalism and intolerance of the 01ld Testament, New England

was Boverned by a theocracy, and the development of class

6 Warren H. Wilson, op.cit.; pp.39-40.(A quotation from

Mr. James Wood, in an address at Quaker Hill Conference, 1907.)

7 Henry S. Canby, "The People Called Quakers,'" CENTURY,
June, 1912, p.266; Rufus M. Jones, Quakers in the American
Colonies, Introduction, pp.xvii and xxxi; Sharpless, op.cit.,
pp.l-2.

8 Isaac Sharpless, op.cit., part 1,p.43; Auguste Jornms,
op.cit., Foreword by Amelia lott Gummere, p.l1lO.
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distinctions began with the first settlements in Massachusetts.®

The Quaker doctrine, on the other hand, was a New Testament
dodétrine, the opposite of fatalism and predestination., It was a
religion of hope and opportunity for every man, leading logically
toward the ideas of democratic equality andkjuatice. (This was
not a mere leveling infiuence. It was rather a leveling gp.lo
Fisher writes: "Since the time of the primitive Christians
there never had been such apostles of gentleness. They were a
striking contrast to the Puritans, every one of whom was a rest-
less politician, whose religion included a theory of civil gov-
ernment which he felt it his duty to enforce."11

More frequently are the érigins of Quakerism confused
with those of many of the Quietdst, or mystie, groups which
sprang up in the fifteenth, sixteenth, or seventeenth centuries,
or even earlier. Fox himself was aroused and inspired by Quiet-
ist movements already in existence. "Quakerism originated in
natural causes far beyond the influence of any one man. But
Fox undoubtedly organized the wovement and forged it into

shape."lz It was Fox who established a following, with a re-

sultant wide influence - not Saltmarsh, Dell, or Win:st»sa.nle;)r.l;Zs

Lollards, Waldenses, Anabaptists, Seekers, and others, had
many beliefs like those of the Quakers who succeeded them, but

these$ earlier sects branched off into many radical groups, and

9 Voodbridge Riley, American Thought, p.37; Irving B.
Richman, Rhode Island, A Study in Separatism, pp.l42-3; Amelia
Mott Gummere, The Quaker in the Forum, p.52; Vernon L. Parring-
ton, Main Currents in American Thought, Vol.I,p.15.

10 Jorms, op.cit., Introduction, pp.29-30; Parrington,
op.eit., Vol. I, p.21.

11 BSydney G. Fisher, The Making of Pennsylvania, p.59.

12 Ibid., pp.54-55; Rufus Jones, op.cit., p.215.

13 Rufus M. Jones, Studies in Mystical Religions, pp.494-5
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in many ways were not identical with the Quakers. It is a strik-
ing fact that the early Friends gathered up the best and the
most practical of these various ddeas which had attained vigor,
re-colored them, and fused them into an effective organization,
largely free from the radicalism, ultra-fanaticism, and mystie-
ism of other aects.l4 The Quaker sect flourished in the later
stages of the Reformation, and was, therefore, more mature than
the earlier Quietists, and better fitted for influence and en-
durance.t® In fact, the Quakers absorbed many of the other
sects and movements, such aB the Seekers and Anabaptists.16

In America, before the coming of the Quakers, there were
groups of people who already held many ideascéimiar to those
of the Quakers. Notable among these were Mrs. Anne Hutchinson
and her Antinomian followers,l? the "eircles" at Salem and

Sandwich, Massachusetts,la

19

many of the members of Roger Williams'
Colony, and a large number of the followers of Samuel Gorton
of Warwick, Rhode Island.2? These groups of "prepared" people
practically all embraced the faith of the Quakers, as the

substance of what they had been "seeking." The leaders of the

Antinomian controversy became ardent Quakers and important

members of the first Quaker Meeting in the New World. The

14 Jones, Studies in luystical Be&;glons, Pp.141,148,367;
Jorns, op.cit., Introduct1on, p.25,

15 Jomes, Studies in Mystical Religions, Chapter XVII,
"Anabaptists."

16 Ibid., p.452.

17 Jones, Quakers in the American Colonies, p.25; Rich-
man, op.cit., p.42.

18 ~James Cudworth, Letter,(1658) Stedman and Hutchinson,
A Library of American Literature, Vol. I, p.39l.

19 Richman, op._cit., p. b4. _

20 Jones, uakers in theAmerican Colonies, pyp. 120,121,

216, 217, 218.
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Yearly Meeting of New England was established in Rhode Island
at the early date of 1661.21

Quakers and Ranters must not be confused. The Friends de=-
finitely refused to admit that the Ranters were of them, in a
minute of the Westbury Quarterly Meeting of 1675.22 Thomas
Chalkley tells in his Journal of "fighting beasts" (that ia,‘
Raﬁtereo on Long Island, when he visited there near the dldse
of the seventeenth century.23

The settlers of German Town, Pennsylvania, — the "German
Quakers" -- while still in Germany, had been persuaded to the
Quaker faith by traveling EngldshiFriedds. Later, at the invi-
tation of William Penn, they migrated to Pennsylvania, and
settled near Philadelphia.<?

It is e#ident that it was as Quaker ideas that any ofnthe
Quietist tenets of FEurope persisted in America. Morebver, aﬁ&
such ideas not originally Guaker had been re-shaped, newly
colored, and adapted‘not only to Quakerism as it existed in
England, but also to thé Guakerism which was'fitting itself to

the new American environment. Two quotations from Canby's

Clagsgic Americans 25‘are pertinent here. On page 29 we find

this: "The Quaker heritage has been more durable as a spiritual
influence than the Ruritan, and upon our philosophies of liv-
ing has been only less powerful than Calvinism." On page R3,

there is this statement: "The Quaker discipline, as it slack-

21 Jones, Quakers in the American Colonies,pp.120, 121,
216, 217, 218,

22 Ibid., p. 233,

23 Ibid., p. 238; Thomas Chalkley, Journmnal, p. 37.

<4 Charles Evans, Friends in the Beventeenth Century,
pp.228, £29, 505; William Penn, Passages from the Life and
Writings of,p. 141.

25 Henry 8, Canby, Claggic Americang, pp.28,29.



mailto:PPbonie@,pp.120

10
ened, left behind it a series of humane ideas that have retained

their essential character and are powerful in their original

form today."

METHOD OF PROCEDURE.

In Chapter II are presented (1.) short discussions of the
specific Quaker ideas with which this study is concerned; (2.) a
brief summary of Quaker migrations which resulted in the wide
spread of Quaker ideas; and (3.) a 1ist of well-known American
leaders who were Quakers, or were influenced by Guakers, and
therefore contributed to the spread of Quaker idesas.

Succeeding chapters will show, by the survey method, how
the Quaker ideas listed in Chapter II have been expressed in
the works of representative American writers --— both Quaker
~and non-GQuaker -- thus showing that these ideas have persisted
until they are essentially American. Our most representative
writers have been the products of American enviromment, and
their works have expressed the thought of their times.26
Woodbridge Riley has aptly said: "A study of the speculative
wovements in America leads to a clearer understanding of our
national character, for these very movements are so closely
allied to our history and literature that they may be said to

form a background for voth, "7

26 Henry S. Canby, Classic Americans, Introduction,
Pp. Xiv-xv.
27 VWoodbridge Riley, American Thought, Foreword.
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CHAPTER II.

CERTAIN QUAKER IDEAS WHICH HAVE BECOME AMERICAN IDEAS.
James Freeman Clarke, writing in 1860, has ae the heading

of Chapter X of his Events and Epochs of Religious History, this

phrase: "The Quaker movement a remarkable one, having in it the
geed of many modern reforms." He lists as reforme, the anti-
slavery agitation, peace campaigns, agitation for equal rights
of women, prison reform, and opposition to the death penalty.l
Ten years earlier, Bancroft wrote: "The rise of the people
called Quakers was one of the most remarkable results of the
Protestant Revolution.... A better opportunity will offer for
explaining its influence on American institutions.“® Today,
sixty yegrs after this prophecy was made, we find writers
pointing out the part played by Quakers in economic and phil-
anthropic enterprises, in the shaping of American institutions,
3

and in the very reforms that Clarke listed.

Amelia Mott Gummere, in The Cuaker in the Forum, makes

these statements: "It is not upon theology or philosophy that
Quaker ism has made its chief impress. It is upon social history
that its influence has chiefly told.... Quakerism has made an
impression upon the two great English-speaking nations of the
Globe in a way that is not yet fully appreciated.“4 That Quaker

influence has not always been apparent is explained by Auguste

1 J.F.Clarke, HEvents and Epochs of Religiousg Higtory,
pp. 299-300,

2. George Bancroft, History of the United States, Vol.I,
P.451,

3. Auguste Jorns, Guakers gs Pioneers in Social Service,
Foreword, p.ll; Edward Thomas, Luaker #idventures, p.l2.

4 Amelia Mott Gummere, The Quaker in the Forum, Intro-
duction, p.1.
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Jorns thus: "The frequent cooperation of the Quakers with others
tends to obscure the evidence of their originality; and they
have often taken ideas already extant and brought them to
realization."5

It is popularly said, without considering the proper limits
of the assertion, that America inherited the ancient liberties
of the Anglo-8axons. We may trace much of the liberal nature
of our laws to Magna Charts and the Saxons, it is true; but we
are prone to forget the persecutions and martyrdoms which were
endured before those liberties were finally and certainly se-
cured for everybody. The important played by the Quakers in
finally securing "the ancient rights of Englishmen" is commonly
overlooked, possibly because it waes a "passive resistance" uhat-
tended by the noise and glamour of military revolution. It is
interesting to note that certain of our "rights of all English-
men" were first secured, in America, in Quaker provinees, or as
the result of Quaker influence. Instances will be pointed out

later in this chapter.

ABSCLUTE EQUALITY OF PERSONS -—— THE DEMOCKATIC IDEA.
In a very definite way, the Quakers‘expressed their belief
in the equal worth of all men. They treated all persons, of
whatever station, alike. George Fox held that their firet Prin-
diple (see page 4) could not permit particular deference to
the few. Friends addressed all persons with "thee" and "thou."
They did not "“doff the hat, or bend the knee" to any person,®

Robert Barclay's Apology contains a preface directed to

5 Jorns, op.eit., p. <38.
6 Appendix, p.igp.
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Charles II, and the King is addressed by the terms, “"thee
"thou."_and "thy"! The book is not dedicated to the King, for
such deference would be flattery. In all humility, the author
dedicates his book to God. Barclay warns the King against van-
ities, errors, and flattery as bravely as any Hebrew prophet
of old, "’ William Penn addressed King Charles as "Friend Oharlegr

The Quaker custom of thus emphasizing equality amounted
to a virtual protest against the spirit of servility which had
been growing in Englund for over a century.gln America, it was
in direct contrast to the growth of class didtinctions as they
were aprearing in the Southern colonies and in Massachusetts.lo
"There was in Massachusetts Bay Colony a veritable theocracy
which gave a distinctly ari%ocratic trend to government, "1l
Parrington says of John Cotton, powerful spiritual leader in
early Massachusetts, that "the doctrine of unlimited popular
sovereignty was for him no other than a thistle in the gardeh
of the Lord. The desire for liberty he regarded as the sinful
prompting of the natural man, a denial of the righteous author-
ity of God's chosen leaders."lz Guiimere states that the Puritans
of the seventeenth century changed slowly from aristocratic to
democratic ways only as the exigencies of colonial life demanded.

"The Quaker becomes significant in Awerican history when his

7 ‘Robert Barclay, Apology, Preface.

8 John Richelson, "Herbert Hoover and the Quakers," CURRENT
HISTURY, April 1, 1929, p.82.

9 Jorns, op.cit., Introduction, p. 29,

10 H.L.Osgood, The American Colonies in the Seventeenth
Century, Vol.II, p.254.

11 James and Sanford, American History, p.60.

12 Vernon L. Parrington, Main Currents in American Thought,
Vol.I, p.31.
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ghare in bringing about fis change is a.pp'rec:is.'afced."l:’J bThe
principle of democracy wgs fundaueptal in Qﬁéker philoéophy.

It was not merely a result of environmental conditions.

Large plantations, and the institution of slavery, favored
the development of an aristocratic class in the southern col-
onies., It was the Quaker attitude, rather than the Puritan,
or any other philosophy appearing.in the early colonial settle=
ments, which led logically to the American experiment in
democracy. |

All Quaker governments in America were democratic in na-
ture. They were in accord with the famous compact drawn up in
1639 by Roger Williams and ‘his companions, who began their
document with the Words. "We incorporate ourselves."l4 The dem-
ocratic idea was fostered by the Quakers in Rhode Island, Penn-
sylvania, eand West Jersey, where they were pafticﬁlarly influ-
ential, and in all other communities where théy settied, until
it was given final form in the Constitutioh. ‘The Fundamental

Constitutions of Carolina,the Concessions and Agreements of

e ———— A e A RN

West Jersey(1677), and the Frames of Government of Pernsylvania

embody many of the ideas of the Seventeenth Century Friends
concerning government, especially the desire of the middle
and lower classes of that century for guaranties of civil
1iberty.15

William Penn, in the preface to his Frames of Government

for Pennaylvania, declared that "“any govermment ie free ...

13 Gummere, gp.cit., Introduction, p.ii.

14) Gummere, op.cit., p.85. (E.A.McKinley,work quoted,
p. 433.

15 Osgood, op.cit., Vol. II, p. 192.
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where the laws rule and thé people are a party to those laws;
and more than this is tyranny, oligarchy, and confusion. "6
Penn differed.from the leaders of Massachusetts in that he did
not restrict political rights to members of his own sect; A
representative system was guaranteed from the first. Ih;Penn
and his sect "appeared many of the tendencies Wthh were finally
to triumph and to constitute the distinctive Amerlcan spirlt 17
Those portiona of the Anerican Conatitutlon relating to indi-

vidual lnberty and the rights of popular assemblies were antic~

ipated by 150 years in Penn's Constltutlons.la In Penn 8 govern~

ment, the exeeutive, the subordinéte officers, and the jﬁdiciary
were.dependent upon the people.19 "The Society of TFriends was
the first organiéed body that approved and advocated the eqal—
ity of all men in the civil life of the people.“20 Wllllam
Dean Howells says that the Quaker principle of equallty "ag
well as their practice of it, was their legacy to uur people....
It was not Thomas Jefferson who imagined the first of the
gself-evident truths of the Declaration, but George Yox. 'al
The franchise was not a cdmmon privilege in the colonies.
But by the end of the seventeenth centﬁry.'the Quakers had
secured the righfé of freemanship in all the colonies.=<<

The Quakers carried the democratic idea to its logical

conclusion, and regarded women as the equal of men in all

16 Williem FPenn, Passages fwom the Life and Writingp of,
Ps 251,

17 Osgood, 9op.cit.,Vol.II, p. 266,

18 ©Sharpless, A Quaker IExperiment in Government,pp.60-61,
19 1bid.,pp.66-67; Osgood, op.cit.,Vol.II, p. 254,

20 Gummere, op. cit., p. 193.

21 VWilliam Dean Howells, London Films, p. 201.

%2 Gummere, op. cit., p. 49,
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church deliberations.®® Quakers believed the gift of ministry
wag bestowed upon men and women alike.4 Wherever they had po-
litieal influence, they gave women unusually liberal rights in
matters of inheritance of estates and control of property."Thusy"
says Hinshaw, "they lifted woman from the lowly place she had
occupied at man's feet and made her equal, ahticipating equal
suffrage by nearly three centuries."25

Elizabeth Hooten is the first Quaker woman preacher of
whom we have any account. She was preaching in England in
1650.26 A woman, Isabel Buttery, is sald to have first carried
Quakerism into London.27 Elizabeth Fletcher was probably the
first Friend who held a meeting in Dublin.=<®

Mary Fisher ahd Anne Austin preached in the British West
Indies in 1655, They then visited Boston,; receiving there a
welcome most lacking in eordiality.zg George Bishop, address-
ing the magistrates of Boston on fhis matter in 1660, said:
"Two poor women arriving in your harbor, so shook ye, to the
everlasting shame of you, and of ypur established peace and
order, as if a formidable army had invaded your borders.“so
This famous incident is an excellent gxample of the lack of

both tolerance and demoeracy of jUstice then existing in New

England.,

e 23 Stephen B. Weeks, Southern Quakers ashd §;§1§;1¢p.15

24 Appendix, p.i83. ‘

25 David Hinshaw, "Friends of the Truth," CLBTURY,April,
1930, pp., 227-835. :

26 Charles Evans, Friends in the Seventeenth Century,p.39.

27 Gummere, gp.giﬁ.,p.lis.

28 Evans, gop.eit., p. ‘

29 Ibid., p- 151; Rufus Jones, Luakers ip the American
Colonies, DP.4.

20 Jones, 9B.git.,p.4.(Quoted from Bishop's Eﬁﬂjﬂng;ggg
Judged, edition of 1703, p.7. -- Firest edition, 1661.
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In 1660, this same Mary Fisher went to Adrianople to de-
liver a message from the Lord to the Sultan, Mohamet IV, and
was most respectfully received. 31

The first visit made by a Friend to Virginia wasiin 1656,
when Elizabeth Harris arrived there.zg

Except that they refused to engage in armed resistance to
the existing govermnment, the Friends were among the most ardent
American champions of democratic rights. Their belief in the
equality of persons could lead to no other position. Stephen
Hopking, Quaker, and editor of the articles in the PROVIDENCE
GAZETTE on the rights of colonists, was one of the most influ-
ential leaders in bhe development of sentiment against unjust
taxation by England.33 This same Stephen ﬁopkins was ‘& prominent
member of the town meeting of Providence which mgde the first
formal proposal for a Continental Congress, and he was one of
the delegates from Rhode Island to the Congrees;54 He was one
of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.

The Quaker idea of democratic equality has been embodied
in the Constitution. Though the Puritan ideas of aristocracy
and intolerance still persist, in z measure, in some parts of
the country, they have not achieved constitutional recognition,
The Quaker idea of equality has certainly made the greater
appeal to the people, inasmuch as it has flourished, while

any ideas of class digtinction have persisted in America only

in the face of popular disapproval.

31 Evans, op.cit., p.155; H.S8.Canby, "The People Callied
Guakers," CENTURY,Vol.84, June 1912, p.268; George Bishop, NeW
England Judged, Abridged copy of edition of 1703, pp.<23-24.

32 Evans, op.cit., p.172; Weeks, op.cit., p.l3.

33. Rufus Jones, op.cit.,p.210.

34 Ibid., p.R211.



18
ABSOLUTE DEMOCRACY OF JUSTICE.

Since Quakers believed in the absolute equality of persons,
it was but logical that they should champion the ideal of ab-
solute democgracy of justice. Quakerism, in many ways, is typ-
ieally Anglo-Saxon. It had its rise and early growth in the
times of Marston Moor and Naseby. Its growth continued in the
times of the fLong Parliament, the Protectorates, the Restora-
tion, the reign of James II, the Revolution of%1688,55and‘in
the long struggle for political equality which lasted through
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and, in Englemd,
well into the nineteenth century.56

The early Quakers knew‘from sad experiance what it meant
to be deprived of equality of justice; it is not strange that
they should have demanded it for themselves in the American
provinces to which they removed in order to avoid continuation
of the sort of injustices they were suffering at home. It was
a distinctly Quaker attitude to establish absolute democracy
of justice in the colonies in which they had control. In
Quaker colonies, everyone shared in gll privileges,

The persecutions of early Quakers were very grievous. They
had a definite part in the struggle between the Established
Church and other religious groups, The refusal of Friends,
on religious grounds, to take caths, or to yield homage to

naugistrates and to others who felt that their position or rank

required it, added to the general misunderstanding of the

36 J.F.Clarke, op.git., p.318,.
36 H.L.PB@OOd, %oC;tn’ p0246; Hpr‘NBEkB. .QB‘Cit”
p.62.
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sect.®? In 1660,the old lawe which had been enacted against the
Catholics in the reign of Henry VIII, were revived and made to
apprly to the Quakera.aahFriends were imprisoned and heavily
fined for not attending church, for refusing to swear allegiance
or take oaths, for insisting upon treating judges, bishops,
and even kings as their equals. They were convicted of blas-
pPhemy —= though blasphemy was not defined -— and heavy fines
were exacted of them for refusing to pay tithes to the state
church.39

Seﬁel reports that there were more than four thousand of
"those called Quakers," both men and women, in prison in Eng~
land in 1662.%0 Sewel also reports the trial of George Fox
at St. Ives in 1656, In this trial, false charges were pre=-
ferred which grossly violated the prineiples of law and just-
ice. lost of the proceedings had to do with the taking of
oaths, and the wearing of hats before "superiora."41 Evans.
describes a typical trial of a Quaker in England in 1662,
exactly as it was published shortly after it a¢éeurred. The
account gives one an excellent idea of the way in which the
laws of England were distorted by magistrates in the efforts
to entrap Friends. <

The famous trial of William Penn and William liead for

37 GSee appendix for list of Quaker principles.

38 Charles HEvansg, op.cit., pp. 211-212.

39 William Sewel, History of the People Called Quakers,
VOl.I, ppo 332"337;

40 )Evana, op.cit., pp. 266-267. (A quotation from Sewel's
History.

41 Evans, op.cit., pp. 1R26-130; William Bewel, gop,;ecit.,
Vol.I, p.173.

42 ZEvans, gp. cit., pp. 270-278.
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speaking in Grucechurch Stireet is perhaps the best known in-
stance of those farcical trials of Quakers. It was one of the
earliest trials held under the Conventicle Act of 1670. In this
case, the jury, also, were imprisoned for not giving the ver-
dict required by the judges!43 After the angry refusal by the
judge of the verdict of acquittal, Penn thus addressed the jury:
"You are Englishmen. Mind your privilege: Give not away your
right." And the Recorder, angered by the obstinance of the
jury, said: “Certainly it will never be well with us till some-
thing like the Spanish Inquisition be in England.“44 "This
trial was productive of important benefits to the people of
England," said Pc.;,nn.4b He was right. As a result, the free-
dom of juries was asserted by a judicial decision that the
bench couldnnot coerce the jury; that the jury, and not the
bench, were the arbiters in regard to facts. The trial of
Penn and Mead established fully the right of trial by a Jjury
of peers, "not only for Quakers , but also for all Englishmen,
for all times."46 "It could hardly be doubted,“says Sharpless,
"that the man who made the eloquent and effective defence,
with William lMead, of himself and the jury that acquitted
him, in 1670, understood and appreciated the full meaning of
civil liberty." 47 The trial of Samuel Bownas at iLong Island
in 1702, was very nearly a repetition of the Penn and Mead

trial. The jury justified their right to return the vexdict

43 William Penn, Passages from the Life and ertlgg of,
pp. 86-94; W.D.Howells, gp.cit., p. 194.

44 William Penn, op. Clt., P.93.

45 Ibid.,pp. 96-97.

46 Gummere, op.cit.,p.200; Evans, op. cit.,ppr.452-456;
W.D.Howells, op.cit.,p. 194,

47 ﬁhurplesa. op.cit., Part I, p.53.
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they wighed, by reference to the Penn and Mead case.4® Thus
Were the rights to equal justice made a precedent in the courts
Of America, and secured for everybody.

The rigid Independents and Presbyteriand, who were inimi-
¢cal to Quakers, were in control of‘the British national coun-
Cll -~ g spituation which explalns Cromwell's neglect of pet1~
tions from Friends for protect10n.49 After the death of Lrom- ‘
well, Fox sent a petition to Charles II, in which he stated
that 3137 Friends had been imprisoned in the name of the Com-.
monwealth. But there was little felief in the Restoratlon.
In the two years following Charles's accession, 3068 had been
imprisoned. 50 |

The struggle begun in England was continued by Friends
in America. Reference has already been made to the trial of
Samuel Bownas. Wherever the Quakers held authority ink the
colonies, it was requaired that the jury of inquest and trial
be universally employed. This was not generallj true in the
colonies in the case of small triala.slln Anne Hutchinson's
trial, John Winthrop was both judge ahd prosecutor.52 But
when the American Bill of Rights was written, the Quaker
ideal 6f democracy of justice was incorporated in Articles
VI and VII ﬁhiéh declare thé;t the right of trial by an im-
partial jury shall be maintained. U

However short of the ideal we may fé,il. it is acknow-

ledged, however, that one of the fundamental ideals of Amer -

48 Jones, op.cit., pp. 234-235.

49 Evans, gp.cit., p. 4%,

50 Clarke, g;g_._g_i__j;_., p. 316.

51 Osgood, pop.cit t., Vol.II, p. 303.
62 Winnifred K. Rugg, Unafraid, p. 161.
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ican government is that of absolute democracy of Justice, an
ideal cherished by the Quakers in America from the beginning

of their history here,

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE.

Though the early generations of Quakers were constantly
persecuted, they never faltered in thelr pa531ve, but none-
the-less insistent demands for the right of freedom of wor-
ship; and they have been consistent in their recognition of
the same right for others.55 William Pern closed his disserta-

tion on The Great Cause of Liberty of Conscience Debated as

follows: "Liberty of Conscience, as thus’stated and defended,
we ask as our undoubted right by the law of God, of nature,
and of our country. It has been often promised. We havé
waited long for it... and have made many true éémﬁlaints,
but found little or no redress."o4 | :

In contrast to the Qonditiohs of wWjlch Penn complains,
the tolerant spirit of Quakers is showh in these sentences
from J9hn Woolman's Journal: "All true Christians are of the
same spirit, but their gifts are diverse,... I believe théy
were both [Thomas 4 Kempis and John Huss] sindere-hearted
followers of Christ.... True charity is an excellent virtue:
and to labour sincerely for their good, whose belief, in all
point&, do not aéree with ours; is a happy state."55

Rhode Island and Pennsylvania were the only colonies in

which in the seventeenth century, the Quakers and Baptists

were not outlawed; and the Jews and Catholics suffered even

53 Weeks, op.cit., p.l1l44.
54 Penn, op.cit., p. 106.
55 John Woolman, Journal, pp. 82«83,

t‘ "‘



23
greater injustice in many ooloniea.56nPressure«for church uni-
formity was heaviest in Virginia, continuing even long after
the Quakers of Massachusetts were living in peace.>' Virginia
was devoted to the Established Church, and religious liberty
did not thrive there. In March, 16569-60, there were definite
enactments for suppressing the Quakers of Virginia. They were
the first of such acts in the Southern colonies, and among the
earliest in America, Every shipmaster bringing a Quaker into
Virginia was to be fined.iflOO, and every such Quaker was to be
deported. fuakers already living in Virginia suffered severe.

persecutiona.58

In the general court records of Virginia, of
1674, we find orders to prooeé& against the conventicles of
Nensemond County, There are also recordsof judgments against
individuals on the ground of their religious peculiarities,
which imply that Quakers in Virginia in the geventeenth cent-
ury led lives much harassed .by persecution.59
As the Quaker principles became better known, however,
and the number of Quakers incfeased, persecutions grew less
frequent. Then, in contrast, the Quaker influence grew, until
we find, a few years before the Revolution, Thomas Jefferson

pushing through the Virginia representative body, his famous

Act of Virginia for establishing religious freedom, and cut-

ting off state support for the church. After this triumph,
he declared liassachusetts and Connecticut to be the "last

retreat of darkness and bigotry."eo It is significant, also,

56 Gummere, 9p.cit., p.46.

57 Jones, op.cit., p., 317,

58 Weeks, 0R. zixéé p. 16,

59 Ibid., pp. 45-46,

60 Woodbridge Riley, Americap Thought, p. 85,
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that in Rdis plans for a Southern University, Jefferson proposed
Placing all religious training upon an ethical basis, "vh ere all
sects agree."el And the foremwost Virginian, George Washington,
in a letter to tthe Friends in 1789, makes this statement: "The
liber?y enjoyed by the people of these states, of worshipping
Almighty God agreeably to their comsciences, is not only among
the choicest of their blessings, but also of their rights."62

There was no room in the Puritan category for religious
toleration, The qualifications for the voter in all the New
England colonies included, first of all, acceptance of Puritan
dootrinea.63 Jones reminds us that it is a nistaken, though
persistent, tradition that the Pilgrims of Plymouth did not .
persecute other Christians, %4 They adopted the expedient of
banishing all sects with which they could not agree, Parrington
asserts that when they hanished the Antinomians and fuakers,
"The Massachusetts magistrates cast out the spirit of liberal-
#8m from the household of the Saints."6®

Opposition to the Quakers was already vigorous in Massa-
chusetts when Mary Fisher and Anne Austin arrived. Quaker s were
called dangerous enthusiasts like the sett of Anabaptists of
a century before at Miinster.%® The court made the very plain
statement théat "the tenetts and practices of the Quakers are

opposite to the orthodoxe received opinions and pragtices of

61 Mo. P. 85.

62 George Washington, "Addresses to the Churches," from
014 South Leaflets, Vol.lII, No. 65, p.9,

63 Gummere, 9p.gcit.,p.49.

64 Jones, op.cit., P.61, footnote.

65 Parrington, gp.cit.,Vol.I, p.15.

66 Jones, gop.cit., pp.30~31.
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the godly" — that is, of the Massachusetts magisﬁrafés!ev
When Mary Fisher and Anne Austin arrived, they were seilzed
at the harbor, thrust into priaon,‘and éhortly afterward
shipped back to Barbadoes on the same boat on which they had
arrived.68 Both men and women Quakers, and even children, were
subjected to whippings and banishment, and four Quakers -— one

69 Tyese martyrs were

& woman -- were hanged on Boston Common.
Marmaduke Stevenson, William Robinson, Mary Dyer, and William
Leddra. ”Humphrey Atherton, pointing to Mary Dyer's body swing-
ing on the gallows, éaid in jest, "S8he hangs there as a'flag!"vo
Hie jest was truth. The memory of Mary Dyer was as a flag in
the American crusade for religious tolerance, until that prin-
ciple was finally written into the Constitution. The last one
of the four Quakers was hanged in 1661; but there are records
of cruel whippings of Friends in New England as late as 166”'7‘ .?:L
Intolerance in Massachusetts did not apply to Qmakers only,
but to all who disagreed with the Puritan doétrines; Episco-
palians digogeceive their rights in Massachusetts until the
penalties for dissenters had been remtved in England.72William
Dean Howells observes that "in New Englaﬁd especially, they
practised the lessons of persecution they had learned in 0ld
England"; dbut that “"Two provinces stood conapicuously for tol-

eration, Rhode Island, for which Roger Williams imagined it

67 1bid.,p.32. From Proceedings of ihe General Court
Held in Bostion, Oct. 19, 1658,

'6’% George Eﬁ;&hop. New England Judged, p.12.

69 Evans, gp.cit., Chapter XIV.

70 Jones op.cit., p. 89.

71 Evans, op. cit., p. 438,

72 Gummere, op. cit., p. 73,
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for the first time in history, and Pennsylvania, where, for
the first time, William Penn embodied in the policy of a state
the gospel of peace and good will to men, " 79

The tulerant attitude of the citizens of Rhode Island
made that settlement a natural naven for the first Friends
who caue to‘America. They flourished there, and were soon the
largest of the éecté.74 They also absorbed practically all of
those groups’known as Antinomians, Anabaptiets, and Seekers,
It must be understood that these groups were not organized
sects. They were seeking a sect which should express them
adequately. This thing the Society of Friemds did for them;
and for this reason, historians have been justified ih calling
Rhode Island a Quaker colony. Rhode Island was ruled for
three quarters of a century by Quaker governors.75 o

Before the end of the seventeenth century, Quaker influ-
encei.was strong enough to help persecutéd groups in other
colonies, In Maryland. in 1695. Quakers helpéd repéal an act
denying the Catholics.the right to'théir mode of worship.
And the Quakefs were of influence in subceasful opposition tS
an act establishing a Protéstﬁﬁ% state chiarch in Maryland.76

According to Locke's Fundamental Constitution for the

L]

Carolinas, any'eeven persons agreeing in any religion should
constitute a chireh. (Locke was a close friend of William

Penn and shows many evidences of Penn's influence.) The

73 Howells, op. ¢cit., p. 200,
74 Irving B, Richman, Rhode Island, A Study in Separat-
ism, p.1l33.

75 Hinshaw, 9p. eit., CENTURY, April, 1930, p.232.
76 Ibid., p. 232.
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Established Church did nothing in the Carolinas until after
1700. For a quartep century, the Quakers were the only organ-
ized group of worshippers in the colony.77 John Archdale, a
Quaker, became Goférnor-General in 1694,78 He is considered
chiefly respohsiblé for the tolerant character of the church
laws passed in the colony. In 1696-7 an act granting liberty
of conscience‘Was passed.79 | |

Fisher writes that "Religious liberty was the law of the
land in Pennsylvanis at a time when in Maasachusetts and sev-
eral other colonies there were statutes punishing heresy with
death."so The first, ot Breat, Fundamental of Penn's govern-
ment for Pennsylvania is as follows: "I do... declare and es-
tablish for the first fundamental of the government of my
province, that every person that doth and shall reside/therein
shall have ahd ehjoy the free‘possession‘of nis or her faith
and exercise of worship towards'God, in such way akd manner
a8 every such person shall in conscience believe is most ac-
ceptable toAGod.“Bl Penn‘gave in his charter absolute freedom
of conscience, "for Papists and Protestants, Jews and Turks,"
with no state form whatever. Any twenty nembers of the church
of England might have a minister who should work "without
any Deniall or molestaéon whatever."82 Dr, James McSparren,
an Episcopal clergyman of Rhode Island, wrote in 1752 of
Philadelphia, "There is a public and open Mass-house in this

77 Jones, op. cit., p. 317.

78 Weeks, gp.g%%.égp. 52,

79 Igld-b Pp- - ] )

80 George Sydney Fisher, The Making of Pennsylvania,p.209.
81 Penn, op.cit., p. 242. .

82 Gummere, 0. é;;.,p. 106; Bharpless, op.cit.,p.59.
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city, which I note, there being noné allowed to the northward
of it in all the English Plantations."S

At the end of the first three quarters of a century of its
existence, Pennsylvania could boaat the greatest variety of re-
ligious bodies anywhere in the British possessions, After 1682,
the ¥riends were the largest seet.84 There were, of Christian
groups, English and German Quakers, Moravians, Tunkers — the
Russian Quakers —, Mennonites, Catholics, Presbyterians, Epis-
copalians, and Congregationalists. It ﬁas the first place in
America‘where the Presbyterians became at all powerfﬁl. Fhil-
adelphia and Pennsylvania "were regarded aé the most remarkable
and successful instance of 1iberaiism that had yet appeared.“86
Voltaire said, "It was the only province bn earth to which
peace had fled, banished as she was from every other region.“87

This remarkable liberalism of the Friends extended not
only to religions, but also to all types of phildsophical
thought., When the spirit of scientific inquify reached‘
America in the eighteenth century, it‘was admitted , at first,
only by the colody of Pennsylvania.88 The American Philosoph-
ical Society, the first séientific society in America, was
organized by Franklin in Philadelphia in 1744.89 Rittenhouse

and Jefferson were among its famous members. The University

83 Gummere, op.cit., p.117.(Quoted from Dr. Mc8parren,
"America Dis?ected." in Sundry Letters fpom g Clergyman There,
~ITIT ., 094,
’ 54 Sharpless, op. cit., Part 2, p.2.

85 Fisher, pp. cit., p.l66.

86 Ibid., p.210.

87 1bid., p.<1ll.

88 Ibid., p.214.

89 Ibid., p.c=b.
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of Pennsylvania, from its beginning, required no religious

test of its instruetors.go

The first article of our "Bill of Rights" contains as its
first part the following: "Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof." Thus was the Guaker ideal of religious toler-

ance written into the law of the nation.

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE.

The privilege of worshipping in their own way was won
nore quickly than the privilege of exemption from tithes for
the support of the established ministry, But, says Eufus Jones
"When it was won, it was won for everybody.“91 This étruggle
lasted for three quarters of a century, in the course of'whmch
vast amounts of property of Friends were confiscated as‘pun-
ishment for their consistent refusal to pay the tithes which
would have cost them so much less in money, but would have
cost all of us so much more in freedom.92 The contest was
quite as bitter in many of the colonies as it was in England.

Charles BEvans, in his book, Friends in the Seventeenth

Century, writes as follows:"The uncompromising faithfulness
with which Friends bore testimony to free, unpaid gospel
ministry; to the eguality of the members of the Church of
Christ..,. and to the idea that the church should never be
under the control of the secular power; striking as it did,

at the distinction between clergy and lalty, and cutting

90 Riley, op. eit., p. 76.
91 Jones, op. cit., p.1b63.
92 Ibpid., pp. 1b4-156,
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away the foundation on which the punishing power of the hier-
archy rested, induced the clergy to look upon them as enemies."93
The foregiong quotation shows us that the sect was protesting
effectively — though passively - against the institution of
a state church. It explains also, the emmity of both the ecivil
courts and the church for the Quakers. They were plain;y
seeking not merely for toleration, but also for religious
liberty, and freedom from civil interference.

It is 1little wonder, knowing as we do the theocratic
nature of the government of Massachusetts Colony, that the
first Quakers to venture there were forced to leave. Vernon
L. Parrington points out that there were successive statutes
that effectively nullified the principle of separatism in
early New England, by erecting an official state church. A
-law of 1631 restricted the franchise to church members ; a
law of 1635 made church attendance compulsoryvfor everyone;

a law of 1636 required the apyroval of the magistrates for '
the establishment or erection of a new church; a law of 1638
established state support of the clergy; and the general
Wynod of 1637 at Newton drew up a state Creed! The adoption
of the Cambridge Platform in 1646-7 completed the establish-
ment of a state church.94

Mr. John Cotton was the representative of the ildea of a
theocratic ministry, and John Winthrop, of the idea of & theo-
cratic magistracy. "The civil authorities were chosen by a

narrow body of orthodox electors with a single view to theo~

93 Evans, op. cit., pp, 65-66,
94 Parrington, ¢p. cit., Vol. I, p. 24.
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cratic ends.” One should keep in mind the theocratic frame-
work qf the early Maésachusetts goivernment.95

There was separation of church ahd state in Rhode Island
frow the first;96 and we do not consider it strange, when we
recall what had been suffered at the hands of the Massachusetts
magistrate~elders by Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson, and their
followers. In the agreement of Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations, we find: "The govérnment which this body politic

doth attend unto is a Democracy, or Popular government." It

was ordered that"none be accounted a delinquent for doctrine,

provided it be not directly repugnant to the government and
la.wes.“g'7 This was a practical separation of church and state.
The idea was zeglously fostered by the Quakers who settled
there, and who controlled the policies of the colony for so
many years. | |

As a result of political injustice with reference to
Quakers in New Hampshire, from 1652 to 1657, Thomas Macy be-
camne a Quaker. In 1659, the Island of Nantucket was purchased
from Thonas Mayhew by Macy and others, who removed there the
san.e year. “"Macy and his company settled in the Island a com-
munity, the most absolutely free of any in Amex-ica.‘"98

Neither Pennsylvania nor Rhode Island had a state religion,
while Connecticut, usually credited with leadership in this
movement, did not make final and complete separation of church

and state until 1818.99

9% Parrington, gp.cit.,Vol. I, p. 38,
96 Richman, op. ¢it., p. 61.

97 Gummere, op.cit., p. 86.

98 Ibid.,pp. &5-76.

99 Ibid., pp: 136-137,
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That part of Article I‘of our Bill of Rights which guar-
antees thalt "Gongress shall make no law respeceting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof,"
traces its American ancestry through the political ideals of
Jefferson, Paine, Dickinson, and Franklin to the Quakers, who
80 profoundly influenced those directors of national sentiment.

LOVE OF PEACE.

The Quaker first Principle leads logicaily to an aversion
for wa8 and a love of peace, The original Quakers were opposed
to a1l war, even war for protection. And so are all Friends
teday save a minority branch.

In 1635, Jjust beforecthe organization of the Society of
Friends, Henry IV had published his Grand Design for the
peace of Hurope. He suggested a general council of nations as
a board of arbitration, but he proposed that peace be enforced
by means of the combined military strength of the member na-
tions, controlled by the council.loO George Fox, a few years
later, proposed the establishment of a European court of just-
ice. % In the latter part of 1693, William Penn published

his Essay Towards the Present and Future Peace of Europe, in

which he outlined, in great detail, a plan by which peace
right be preserved in Europe, and armies and navies be prac-
tically disprnsed with., All differences were to be settled

by arbitration.log

100 YFidrence Brewer Boeckel, Between War and Peace, p.l1l98.

101 Jorns, op. cit., Introduction, p.28.

102 Penn, op.cit., pp. 384-386; Femnn, "Plan for the
Peace of Europe," 0l1d South Leaflets, Vol. III, No. 75.
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Penn's views on war and peace are rapidly spreading. Out
of them grew the peace Congressges of Brussels, Frankfort, and
Paris; the Hague Tribunal; and the World Court at Geneva.103
Penn declared that the means of peace is justiice rather than
war. Penn refers to the "Grand Design" of Henry IV, but goes
much farther in his plan, and also advocates the abolition
of military forces -— a characteristically Quaker phase of
the plan.

Three famous plans have been submitted since. In 1712,
8aint Pierre, of France, published his plan for perpetual
peace. It provided for an international army to enforce its
measgures. Saint Pierre was severely persecuted for his plan,

104

and it was given little favorable consideration. Immanuel

Kant's essay on Perpetual Pemce is famous, and he is c¢redited

with many ideas which were original with Penn. Penn's plan
was published in 1693; Kant was born in 1724. The plan for
the present World Court and League of Nations — chiefly
American in origin — is now being given practical trial. In-
cidentally, "the method of reaching conclusions in a commit-
tee of the league of Nations resembles nothing so much as a
Guaker business meeting." Substantial unity is required.lo5
In the organization of the United States of Anerica, cer-

tain of Penr's ideas were put into operation. The individ-

ual States were forbidden to keep armies or navies, and a

103 Footnote by W.H., Dixon in 014 South Leaflets, Vol.
IXI, Ko, 75.
' 104 Boeckel, op. cit., p. 198,

105 David Hinshaw, "Friends of the Truth," CENTURY,
April, 1930, p. <23b.
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Supreme Court was created to settle disputes between States%o6

Guakers in colonial politics faced many problems involv-
ing their objection to war. Calls for troops, and for noney
to finance war, always troubled tham greatly. ZExigéncies
sometimes forced fuaker amssemblies to vote funds and commis-
gidén officers with soldiers, but never was it done willirngly.
107 The Quaker way was to make every effort to secure under-
standing between the belligefanta, as a means of preventing
war, The Friends refused to pay war texes, but pledged thenm-
selves to contribute to preservation of peace "more thaﬁ the
heaviest taxes of a war can be expected to require."

The Quaker opposition to war does not imply cowardice.
The many instances of Friends going unarmed to interviews
in which they sought to avert war, or about their work of
relief among the victims of war, are ample proof that their
beliefs require a particularly high type of courage.

Five ¥Friends of Rhode Island, with John Easton, the
Qnaﬁer deputy governor, at their head, went unarmed to inter-
view King Philip, to try to aveid war by arbitration.lo8 For
the purpose of bringing peace out of the French and Indian

wars, the Friendly Association was formed. It was composedlof

guakers. Authorities objected to the efforte of this associa-
tion, saying it was an unofficial and impertinent body. But

the Friendly Association finally succeeded in bringing about

a termination of the war, and the payment to the Indians of

indemnities for the land taken by the "Walking Purchase" and

p. 189.

106 Boeckel, op. cit.,
t., p. 182.

107 Jones, op. ci

—t

108 Ibid., p. 182,
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by other equally orafty prooeases.log The efforts of Christ-
ian Frederic Post, who was sent out by the Friendly Associg-
tion to the Ohio Indians, were largely responsible for the
termination of the war in 1757,110

A few years later, Dr, Fothergill and David Barcleay,
prominent Quakers of England, working with Benjamin Franklin,
made valiant efforts to prevent war between England and the
American colonies,tdl

For the seventy years during which Penn's ideas of gov-
ernment were enforced in Bennsylvanis, that province suffered
no wars or external troubles, This fact is not to be attri-
buted to aceident, but to just policies of government, and to
honest relationships with the Indians.

Friends not only opposed taking actual part in war, but
they opposed also, paying war taxes, taking oaths of alleglance,
supplying provisions to the army, or hiring substitutes. It
was also & principle of theirs never to plot against the ex-
isting government. They believed inrresistance by passive
suffering only. By this means, they had always resisted des-
potism, and with remarkable success. 112

The attitude of Friends towards war has been generally
misunderstvod. They were shunned as traitors. Also, mavy

insincere persons pretended to the GQuaker persuasimn in order

to avoid Bervice.115 In the war of the Revolution, GHuakers

109 ©&harplesws, gp.cit., pp.179 1,
110 Ihid.. p.l18%2.
112 Gumuere, gp. c¢it., p.282; SBharpless, gp.cit.,partz,
p.175; Weeks, gp.cit., p. 173; Jonee, op. cit.,pp.259-260,
111 Gummere, 9p. ¢it., Chapter V.
113 Woolman, Journal,pp.87-89; Bharpless, gp.eit.,
Pp. 240-241.
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were dubbed’Tories, though as a matter of fact they were,for
the most part, in sympathy with the colonists. It was a ques-
tion of rights, and the appeal was made to their sense of
justice.ll4 As in the French and Indian War, many young Quaker
men joined the service rather than be misunderstood, though
they were disowned therefor by the Society. And, as in 1756,
the number of "war Quakers" was distressing.ll5

No other organized groups have gone so far as the Friends
in demostrating their opposition to.war. They have been true
to their "testimony against war" throughout our national hist-
ory. Following the Civil War, the Friends of America organé
ized a peace association which méets abnually at Lake Mohonk.a
Qhio, for the discussicon of means of peace.116 In the World
War, Quakers spent more than $26,000,000.00 in relief work
which was carried on by nearly one thousand men and women
quakers, entirely unarmed. The Quaker organization became the
dispensing agency of the American Relief Jﬁxdminis'c,rati¢on.ll'7
The Germans credit the Quaker Forgign Relief Work with a
large part in their reconstruction activities after the war,
especially by establishing in the German mind a belief in

friendship and brotherhood. Dr, Alice Salomon, prominent

German sBocial worker, says that the Horeign Relief Work

1t~ 114 Gummere, op. cit., pp. 293-2943 Sharpless, op.cit.,
part 2, p. 176,

115 Weeks, op. cit.,pp. 125, 183-184; Sharpless, op.cit.,
part 2, pp. 151, 128, 135; W.H,Wilson, Quaker Hill, A Soci~
ological Study, p. 39.

116 John Ricdhelson, "Herbert Hoover and the Quakers,"
CURRENT HISTORY, April,1929, p.80; Hinshaw,op.cit., p.250.

117 Thomas, op. cit., p. 13; Richelson, gop. cit., p.83;
Hinshaw, op. cit., p.234.
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prepared the soil for reconciliation and peace;ll8

As a part of theilr present-day efforts to avert war, the
Friends have established international centers in many Europ-
gan'cities, where people of various nationalities may meet on
a footing of good will., It is the task of these centers "to¢
convince people that international security is to be had
mach-more certainly, and much more cheaply, by the policies
of friendliness, openness, and good will than by the old meth-
ods of distrust, force of arms, and war."11l9

Without doubt, the majority of Americans today echo Jef-
ferson's declaration, "My passion is peace." The multipiicity
of organizations working toward peace, the movemenis among
women's clubs and college students for the study of the cause
and cure of war, the importance attached to the awards of the
Nobel Peace Prize — all attest to this fact.lzo The only
organized group of colonials to aid the cause of peace, in
the face of popular contempt -—— the onlyvgrganized grouyp to
have continued consistently throughtout oﬁr national history
in attempts to promote a demand for peace, must be credited

with a large part of the influence which has shaped our

present-day American ideal of peace.

PRACTICAL HUMANITARIANISM.
If there be a common philosophy that may be called a

national religious opinion in America, it is this: that any

-

118 Hans Gramm, "In the GQuakers' Footsteps," THE SUR-
VEY, Vol. 61, Feb. 1, 1929, p. 588.

119 Thomaes, op. cit., p. 90.

120 Amna L.Curtis, "“A School for Peace Workers," THE NA-
TIOK, May 27,1931,p.584; Editorial,"Jane Addams Receives Noble

Peace Prize," CHRISTIAKR CENTURY, Vol.48,Dec.23, 1931,pp.1611-1Z2,
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religion should give social expression in a p?actical humani ~
tarian attitude towards one's fellows, to the excluéion of
opinions of doctrine or theology. It is the general feeling,
algso, that ahy type of social service should be engaged in for
the sake of the persons served -~ which is a long stride from
the medieval attitude of caring for the sick and thevpoor for
the sake of saving the soul of the social worker. Jorns says,
"Quakerism repudiated absolutely the theory that the poor
should be used as a ladder to heaven."lzl It was this differ-
ence in attitude which distinguishéd Quakers from ofher char-
ity workers of their own and forﬁer times; and it is this
newer attitudé which charactérizes modefn charitable org#hi-
zations. TFisher says that it was among the Quakers fhat there
first appeared "those ideas of philanthropy which méy now be

called the prevailing religion of the modern world,"18%

Prison Reform.

When George Fox was in prison &t Derby for a term of
nearly a year, he had ample apportunity to observe the per-
nicious effects of keeping prisoners in confinemeht together.
He wrote out his observations, together with his own conclu-
sions in the matter, and sent them to the judges. This is the
first essay on prison reform of which we have any recordolgs

In Pennsylvania, the Quaker ideal of prison reform

found early recognition. Penn attempted to make prisons

into reformatories, and to make them free to inmates. His

121 Jorns, op. cit., p. 68.
122 JFisher, op. cit., p. 54.
123 ZEvans, op. cit., p. 38.
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undertaking was considered a8 new and atriking as the GQuaker
religious toleration.124 Fisher writes; "Long hefore Beccaria
thought of writing his book on the misery of prisons, the Guak-
ers had carried into effect in Pennsylvania the reforms which
he is supposed to héve originated. They introduced the idea
that a prison should be a reformatory as well as a placee of
punishment."l25 Thus, Jorns points out, the Quakers contri-.
buted a new prineiple of penolqu.lg6

The demands of the Guakers for prison reform were based
upon two assumptions; (1) that even the convicted criminal
has certain rights, of health and moralsy and (2) that the
purpose of imprisonment is the reform of the criminal. Hence
the prisoners should have education and occupation. Quakers
urged the introduction of their own Lancaster's system of

education #nto prisons.127

Quakers have always opposed capital punishment.l28 Ac~-
carding to Penn's Congtitutions, capital punishment for fel-
ony was abolished. Thés was a surprising departure from

the English code. In 1682, Penn and his friends succeeded in
having passed in Pennsylvania the "Great Law" which reduced
the death penalty to only two crimes, murder and treason,

In England, at the same time, there were over two hundred

capital offences, the same humber in New York, and more than

twenty in Massachusetts and South Carolina. Under great

124 Jorns, op. cit., p. 172.
125 ZFisher, op., cit., p. H4.
126 Jorns, op. eit., p. 165.
127 Ibid., p, 187.

128 ©See appendix, p.182 .
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pressure, the Great Law was modified in 1818, when capital
punishment was extended to a dozen crimes. But this change
was the result of non-Guaker ingluenée.lzg

Toward the end of the seventeenth century, John Bellers,
a typical Quaker philanthropist of England, began laying pri-
mary emphasis upon preventive treatment for those classes of
society which are especially predisposed to criminality. He
opposed capital punishment in any éase, and advocated reform
measures in prisons.  The work of Eellefs was a beginning,
though his ideas repulted in little of practical value in
England until much later.lso

"Mrs., Elizabeth Fry, an English Guakeress, is famous for
her work in improving conditions among the women and chlldren
in Newgate pr;son a century ago. “The work of Ellzabeth
Fry in prison reform, the first w1dely effective effbrtvever
initiated, changed the enﬁire concep£ and préctice of civil-
ized nations dn prison and correctional institutions,"191
Her brother, Joseph John Gurney, has left in his Memoirs
many interesting references to the work accomplished by lra.
Fry and by himself, He refers to improvements pade in York=-
shire prison as the result of their labors, although the
megistrates did not admit their influence.132 He writes in
the same year (1819), of his attempte to save the lives of
three men convicted of burglary.133 In 1830, he was urging

the repeal of the British law providing capital punishment

129 Sharpless, op. cit., pp. 148-150,

130 Jorns, op. cit., pp; 168-169.

131 Hinshaw, op. cit., p. 231, Horns, op. cit., pp.
178-182.

132 Joseph John Gurney, Memoirs, Vol I, pp. 170-171.

133 Ibid., pp. 169-170.
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134 Quakers were largely responsible for the laws

5

for forgery.
abolishing imprisonment for debt in England.l:5
It 1s interesting to note that the Conetitution of the
United States, adopted in 1787, forty years earlier than Gurn-
ey's agitation of 1830 in England, provides for the punish-
ment of but one crime against the nation —- treason ~- and the
Xxind of punishment is not fixed. Our Constitution did not
inherit its liberal criminal code entirely ew directly from
England, Today, eight States do not inflict the death pendl ty
for any crime, and in thirty-four it is inflicted only for the
crime of murder. In six States, capital punishment may be
inflicted for arson, in two for robbery, in one for burglary,
in sewveral for rape. But in practically every State, the
recommendation of the jury may reduce the sentence to life -
J'.mprisonment.13(’5 Whether of not we approve of this feature
of the American penal code, it is easy to see behind it the
very definite influence of the Quakers. Their influence upon
the methods employed in the management of prisons and reform-

atories is just as apparent.

Poor Relief.

It ie a matter of tradition that no Quaker ever needed
public relief. ZXach meeting took care of its own poor, and
’ 2
maintained a permaneht fund for poor relief.lu? The time and

devotion expended by early Quakers in the care of their poor

134 Ibid., pp. 413-414.

135 Gummere, op. cit., p.203.

136 World Almanac, 1931, pp. 277-278.

137 Jones, op. ¢it., p. 415; Jorns, op. cit., p. 67.

——r—p—



42
gives one respect for their sincere, practical Christianity.

We have little of record to show the work of early Quak-
ers for the poor outside their own sect, though they have
always kept careful acccunt bf their other activities., We
have a little information concerning an organization of women
workers,which Fox himsélffcalled into being about 1658. In the
group were about sixty members, who made persbnal cont:ibutions
and raised funds to care for poor and sick, widows and orphans,
and fellow members in prison. There were similar groups among

Friends outside of London.l58

By the latter half of the eight-
eenth century, Quakers began to extend gréatly their humanitar-
ian activities to include the needy outside their own ofgani-
zation., 199

John Woolman gave expression to the general attitude of
his sect when he wrote: "When wages in a fruitful land bear
so smallls proportion to the necessities of life, that poor
honest people who have families, cannot by a moderate industry
attain to a comfortable living, and give their children suf=-
ficient learning, but must either labor to a degree of oppres-
sion, or else omit that which appears to be duty ... the
subject reqiaires our serious consideration.® 140 What a modexrn
sound has this today, when every community is attempting to
care adequately for its own unemplowed citizens who are un-

able to earn - "in a fruitful land."

The first Quakers hoped to ameliorate poverty over all of

138 Jorns, op. cit., pp. 67=68,

139 1bid., ». 89.

140 Woolman, Chapter I of "Remarks on Sundry Subjects,"”
p. 320 of his Journal. (First printed in London, 1773.)
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England. They urged the combined efforts of all religious
groups, and they sent to the government many petitions urging
adequate action in order that there might be"no beggar found
on English soil." The means suggested were (1) a systematic
organization of ehatriéty, and (2) a leveling off of social
inequalities. They were not successful in enlisting the aid of
government,l41 but their own charity work,then and since, has
been carried on through systematic¢ organization and without
reference to creed or c¢lass didtinetion.

John Bellers, a friend of William Penn, wassone of the
most didtinguished of the early Quakers, and a famous humani-
tarian. He was responsible for the idea, later developed by
the Quakers, of institutional care of the poor.l42 He did net
gain sufficien%eégom people with capital to develop his plan
fully. The Quaker workhouse in Clerkenwell, finished in 1702,
was all that he directly accomplished. This institution con-
tinued until 1811, Its general character was one of pleasant-
ness, rather than of forcible detention, as in the publiec
workhouaes.l43 With reference to poor relief by Quakers in all
periods in England, "whatever was undertaken, expression was
given to the desire to create humane and dignified conditions
of living ... as the first prerequisite of morality and re-
ligious life." 144 They gave help toward self-help. They helped

members to find work.

In 1714, John Bellers published his Essay Towards the

141 Jorns, op. cit.,pp. 56-57.
142 Ibid., p. 75.

143 Ibid., ®. 98.

144 Ibid., pp. 145-146.
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Improvement of Physick. 145 In this plan, he proposed the

erection of hospitals for the poor, the establishment of lab-
oratories and clinies where physicians might study, and of
government laboratories where remedies might be tested. These
proposals were far in advance of their times. State oversight ,
of public health has not yet been fully established in Engla;§?'
In 1751, the first hospital in America was built in Phil-
adelphia. Here also was the first American medical school.147
Gummere points out the important part played by Dr. Fothergill
in the establishment of this hospital. Dr. Fothergill and
David Barclay, both prominent Quakers in England, gave between
6000 and 7000 to it in 1772. JFranklin was closely associ-
ated with Fothergill‘and Barclay while he was in England; and
Gummere thinks it highly probable that F:anklin may have re-
eetved the original suggestion for the hospitalkfrom Fother-

148 In any case, we are well aware that Franklin was sub-

gill.
Jjected to Quaker influences throughout his long years of res-
idence in Philadelphia. The extent of this inflgyence will be
considered more fully in a later chapter.

The women members of family of Samuel Gurney, including
Mrs. Elizabéth Fry, set up the first organization for the
training of nurses (1840). They engaged in much charitable

work among the sick, It was from this group that Florence

Nightingale took her helpers when she set out for the

145 Ibid., pp. 145-146,

146 Ibid.y p. 148.

147 Xisher, op. cit., pp. RR3=224; Gummere, op., cit.,
Pp. R47-248, foot-note.

148 Guumere, o0p. cit.,pp. 247-248.
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Crimean War. The venture of that small band of women has had
remarkable influence upon the imaginatibns of western wome&?g
with resultant wide interest in public health and social serv-
ice,

The Quakers, who had been pioneers in England in the prac-
tical application of their ideas of systematic organization of
charity, with consideration for the self respect of the poor,
were pioneers in the same work in AMterica. This two-fold idea
has become an integral part of our American attitude towards
poor relief. It has borne its most striking reaults in the
organized efforts of the past year (1931-1932) to combat the
effects of unemployment.

Anti-Slavery Agitation.

There was but little moral sentiment againét 8lavery in
the colonies in the seventeenth century. But very early in
the eighteenth century the Friends entefed the conflict against
slavery., The German-Town Quakers had protested in 1688, "To
bring men hither, or to rob and sell them against their will,
we stand against." ZFrom that time on, the movement for aboli-
tion advanced.150

There are many who insist that the whole anti-slavery
agitation was, under its moral wxterior, waged for economic
reasons. Hart insists, however, that "“though slavery had also

an economic side,the reasons for the onslaught upon it were

chiefly moral," and that "what dignified the whole contest

149 Jorns, op. cit., p. 151.
150 Sharpless, op. cit., p. <66.

——
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was the very fact that the sentiment for human rights was at
the bottom of it.n 151

Many writers on the subject of anti-slavery agitation
agree that the Quakers were not only the first leaders in the
contest for abolition, but that they were also throughout,
consistent and tuportant in their support of the cause. Sie-
bert says that in this work "the GQuakers deserve to be placed
before all other denominations because of their general ac-
ceptance and advocacy of anti-slavery doctrines when the sys-
tem of slavery had no other opponents."l52

The first recorded official action of any group against
slavery was that of the German-Town Friends in 1688. This
first publie protest against slavery is preserved in the hand-
writing of Francis Daniel Pa‘.étor:l.‘ut‘ax.3‘5:5 But there had been
preparation for such a step. George Fox had urged repeatedly
that slaves held by PFriends be instructéd, and well tfeated,
and that after a certain term of service they.shOuld be freed
and provided for. Fox's idea was new, even among Friends.154
William Penn, in the charter granted to the Free Society of
Traders, provided that black servants, at fourteen years, be

155

freed and provided for. As early as 1675, William Edmund-

son, English traveling Friend, wrote to Friends in Awerica,

. 156
denouncing slavery.

151 Wilbur H. Biebert, The Underground Hailroad from
Slavery to Freedom,Introduction, Albert Bushnell Hart, p.vii.
152 ©Siebert, op. cit.,p.93; Weeks, op. cit.,p, 198,

153 ZEvans, op. cit., p.587;, Hinshaw, op.cit., p.232;
Weeks, op. eit.,p.199; Sharpless, gp.cit.,part 1, p.31;
Jorns, op. cit., p.203.

154 Jorns, op. ¢it., pp, 197-198.

155 BHvans, op. cit., pp. 426-427.

156 Weeks, op. cit., p. 198.
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In 1693, Friends were ceounseled by the Pennsylvania Meet-
ing to buy slaves ohly for the purpose of setting them f'ree.l57
In 1696, this meeting advised that "the members should dis-
courage the introduction of slavery."lsBBut laws passed in
Pennsylvania against slave importatipn were vetoed in Engla%g?

Jastice Samuel Sewall, of Boston, tried, but without suc-
cess, to influence his Puritan community in the interests of
the slaves. In 1700, he wrote a pamphlet entitled "The Selling
of Joseph: A Memorial," in which he denounced slavery, The
entry of June 22, 1716, in his Diary reads: ﬁIessayed to pre-
vent Indians and Negroes being rated with Horses and Hogs;
but could not prevail."l6oThe godly Puritans were not yet
ready for the doctrine of eqﬁality.

In Quaker communities the manumission‘movement spread
rapidly. New England Quakers at the Monthly Meeting at Dart-
mouth, 1716, sent a gquery to the Rhode Island Quarterly lMeet-
ing relative to the justice of holding slaves. The Quakers of
Nantucket, in 1716, sent forth the declaration thgt "it is not
agreeable to the truth of Friends to purchase slaves and hold
them for the term of life,#161

It was the preaching of John Woolman that gave the most
effective impetus to the movement, not only for manumission,
but also for abolition., From 1746 to 1767 he traveled in the
Middle and 8Southern Golonies, preaching that the practice of

continuing slavery is not right," and that "liberty is the

——

157Jorns, op.cit., p. 207,

158 Henry Wilson, History of the Rise and Fall of the
Slave Power in America, Vol. I, p.8.

159 Jorns, gop.cit., pp. 206-207.

160 Samuel Sewall, Diary, p. <31,

161 Henry Wilson, op. cit., Vol.I, p.9.
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. ‘ 162
right of all men equally." "More than any other one man,
Woolman aided the English-speaking nations to throw off the

disgrace of slavery.“165

In his Journal, Woolman tells of his reaction to what he
saw of slavery in the South. "And I saw in these southern pro-
vinces s0 many vices and corruptions, increased by this trade
and this way of life; that it appeared to me as a dark gloomi-
ness hanging over the land: and though now many willingly run
into it, yet in future the consequences will be grievous to
posterity.“164 At another time he writes:"Though we made slaves
of the Negroes, and the Turks made slaves of the Christians,

I believed that liberty was the right of all umen equally."165

In his Considerations on the Keeping of Negroes, Woolman

writes prophetically: "Where unrighteousness is jhstified
from one age to another, it is like dark matter gathering ihto
clouds over us. We may know that this gloom will remain until
the cause be removed by a reformation, or a change of times.™
And again:"From one age‘to another} the gloom grows thicker
and darker till error gets established by general opinion....
¥We know not the time when those scales, in‘which‘mountains

w167 He points scorn at slave-owning

are weighed, may turn.
Friends when he writes: "Some woudd buy a Negro from Guinea,
with a view to self-interest, and keep him a slave, who would

yet seem to scruple to take arms, and join with men employed

162d,1Ibid., p.9.

163 Jones, op. cit.,p.397.

164 Woolman, Journal, pp. 96=-37.

165 Ibid., p. 64.

166 John Woolman, Comsiderations on the Keeping of Negroes
in same volume with the Journsl, part 2, p. 235,

167 Ibid., part 2, pp. 272-273.
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in taking slaves.“168

Quaker Hill, New York, was the first American community
to free herself from slavery. This work was accomplished in
1782-3, and was recognized as the direct result of the influ-
ence of Woolman's preaching. It was thirteen years bvefore
Pennsylvania took similar action, as the first of the northern
colonies to make such laws, and twenty years before Wilbef-
force started anti-slavery agitation in England.169

In 1761, Samuel Rodman was disowned by the Greenwich
Monthly Meeting for buying a slave,lvo Slave~-holding was made
a disownable offense among New England Quakers about 1770, and

) , i
by the Philadelphia Yearly lMeeting in 1776.l 1 By 1755, Penn-

sylvania Quakers had ceased buying slaves.l72

In 1777, Nary-
land Friends made skave-holding a disownable offense.173

By 1787, there was not a single slave in the possession
of a member of the Bociety of Friemnds in America,l74 except in
a few cases in the South where manumission was prohibited —
and "every GQuaker was an abolitioniat.“175

After cilearing their own skirts of the practice of slave-
holding, FPriends turned to the problem of securing general
legislation against it. By 1770, little anti-slavery socie-

ties under leadership of Qudkers had been formed in the middle

196
colonies, They included many members from other sects, a

168 1Ibid., part 2, p. 268.
169 W.H.Wilson, Quaker Hill, pp. 25=-27.

170 Jones, pop. cit., p. 163,

171 Weeks, op. cit., p. 199.

172 Jones, op. cit., p. 515.

173 Ibid., p. 3%<6.

174 Jormns, op. c¢it., p. 212; Jones, op. cit., p. 258.

175 Sharpless,
176 Jorns, 0D.
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fact which shows the spread of Quaker influence on this sub-
Ject. 1Inl774, at the petition of Friends, the Bhode Island
legislature passed an act forever prohibiting the enslaving of
Negroes. The author of this famous bill was Stephen Hopkins,
Quaker, former governor of Rhode Island, and a former slave-
nolder, 17’

Charles Osborne, a Friend of North Carolina, waé the
"first man in America to proclaim the doctrine of immediate
and unconditional emancipation.™ He organized manumission
socleties in various parts of the country; and he published
at Hount Pleasant, Ohio, the PHILANTHROPIST, the "first jours
ngl in America to advocate unconditional emancipation.“l7s
The first issue of the PHILANTHROPIST appeared in 1817, when
William LLoyd Garrison was only twelve years o0ld, and several
years before that doctrine was announced by Elizabeth Heyriek
in EZngland. Charles Osborne is entitied to rank as the real
pioneer of American 49.bolition.lr79

The most effective anti-slavery worker between 1815 and
1830 was Benjamin Lundy, a Quaker, whom Weeks places in advance
of all contemporaneous and earlier abolitionists.180 He had
contribiated to Osborne's paper, and in 1821, began the publi-
cation of THE GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMKNOIPATION.lBl Benjamin
Lundy visited William Lloyd Garrison in Vermont in 1828, and

persuaded him to aid in the work of abolition. In the summer

177 Jones, op. cit., p. 166; Richman, op, ¢it.,p. 170;
see also page 17this chapter. ,

178 Weeks, op. cit., pp. 235-236, and p. L38.

179 Ibid., p.237, footnote.

180 Ibld., P. 167

181 Ibid., pp. R38=-239, footnote.
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of 1829, Mr. Garrison became one of the editors of the
PHILANTHROPIST, which now became a weekly journal, devoted to
the interests of “temperance, emancipation, and peace.%Bg(All
three are interests of definitely‘Quaker origin in America.)

Quaker influence was paramount in the formation of manu-
mission societies in North Carolina, and other parts of the
South, and in movements calling for national anti-slavery con-

183

ventions., In North Carolina, where it was unlawful to free

slaves, the Society of Friends devoted much money to the pur-
chasing of slaves for the purpose of giving them virtual free-
dom, or of tramsporting them to free states, or to Haiti o¥
Liberia, if they so desired.184 This work was continued until
the Emancipation Proclamation -~ but to less and less degree,
as the northern Btates, especially Indiana, Pennsylyania, and
Illinois, began to protest vigurously‘against the free Negroes'
coming there.185

Friends contributed many leaders to the anti-slavery
cause, To the names already nrientioned should be added the
names of Vestal, Addison, and Levi Coffin. Vestal Coffin or-
ganized the Underground Railroad in 1819. His son, Addison,
served as "cénductor" frém before 1836; and Levi Coffin,
cousin of Vestal, was the "president" for thirty years.186 A
favorite disguise for fugitive slaves was the guaint gray

187
costume of the women Guakers.

182 Henry Wilson, op. cit., pp. 172-173.

183 Weeks, op. cit.,p. 234, and footnote p. 235;
Sharpless, op. cit., part 2, p. 285,

184 Ibid.,pp. 2c24=-227.

185 JIbid.,pp. R32-233.

186 Ibid.,p. 24%.

187 Siebert, op. cit., p. 67,
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In England, the Quaker, Joseph John Gurney, was particu-
larly active in efforts to arouse opinion opposihg slavery in
the dominions. As a result, an act for the abolition of slavery
was passed by Parliament in 1835.188 |

In thiis section of this study, it has been shown that in
America, the idea of complete eradication of slavery originated
with the Guakers, and that they put the idea into practicgl
execution. That the contest taek the form it did in 1861,‘Was
entirely beyond their calculation. They hoped to accomplish

their purpose within the law, and without bloodshed.

THE SPREAD OF QUAKER IDEAS.

In an article in which he compares the relative influence
of Puritans and Quakers, Henry S. Canby makes this statement:
"The seed of the Quakers was sown as widely as, if less deeply
than the mental habits of the Furitans. The Quakers... permeated
every corner of the infant country.... They went far and wide
as missionaries preaching the inner light. They... became part
of every American community, influencing it by example, which
is always stronger than doctrine."l89

Thig chapter has emphasized especially the Quaker com-
munities in Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and Nantucket. Settle-
ments in other colonies should also be considered. West Jersey
was settled.almost entirely by Quakers. The Quakers established

themselves in various communities in liassachusetts, New York,

Virginia, Maryland, and Carolina. Following visits by Fox,

188 doseph John Gurney,Memoirs, Vol. I, pp. 483-487,
189 Henry 5. Canby, "Quakers and Puritans," THE SATURDAY
REVIEW OF LITERATURE, Jan. 2, 1926, p. 458.
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Edmundson, and Chalkley, many of the people of the Carolinas
became Guakers; and the Quaker, Archdale, was one of the early
governors of Carolina. Quakerism was well-rooted and powerful
in Carolina before the death of George Fox in 1691.lgo In 1700,
the,Quakers were the most numerous -— and the only organized—
body of Dissenters in any of the southern provinces.lgl

Friends have always kept careful record of the transafer

of members from one meeting to another. Stephen B, Weeks made
a painstaking study of these records as a hasis for his book,

Southern GQuakers and Slavery. His book is the basis for most

of the statements which follow here.

At the beginning of the eighteenth century, many of the
Guakers of Pennsylvania apd New Jersey began moving southward.
"The Guaker wave of migration was instrumental in the settle-
ment of the West, and is still a great and growing power."192
By 1761, the route of the journey of the traveling Quaker min-
isters, Daniel Stanton and lIsaac Zane, through Virginia and
North Carolina indicates that the denter of Quaker population
was moving west.193 There was considerable migration from Nan-
tucket southward from 1771 to 1775, Between 1772 and 1777,
many Quakers migrated from the northern colonmes to South
Carolina, and then westward.lg4 Settlers went from Pennsyl-
vania by way of Maryland #o+North Carolina, and thence to

1956 .
Indiana. Records in Wrightsborough, Georgia,show that,

190 Weeks, op, cit., p. 85; Osgood, gop. cit., Vol.II,
p. <44, :
191 Weeks, op. cit., p. 70,
192 Ibid.,pp.71gnd 85.
193 Ibid., p. 111l.
194 Ibid., p. 116.
195 Ibid.,, p. 104.
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dating from 1773, the Quaker population there was made up of
newcomers from Pennsylvania, West Jersey, Virginia, North Car-

196

olina, and South Carolina. The first settler in Ohio was a

Guaker, Thomas Beales, who went there in 1782 to preach to the
Indians.197 |

These earlier migrations may have been made partly for
economic reasons, but slavery had a definite influence. Guakers
of North Carolina and Virginia, after freeing their own slaves,
were ubable to compete with slave-owners. Fdr moral reasons,
they would not return to slave-owning, but instead, removed
to the Northwest Territory. Many large meetinga of North Car-

9 ,
8 The HNissouri

olina and Virginia were virtually t'ransplanted.l
Compromise and the disfranchising of free colored men in South
Carolina gave a strong impetus to Quaker migrations from that
State which continued until the Civil War.lgg

The first settlers of Henry‘COunty; Indiana, were Quakers
from daryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Ohio, and ILentueky,
beginning about 1819, Many ¥Friends from Georgia sold their
lands for less than they were worth, and left for Ohio to «iy
escape slavery. The influence of Virginia Friends was pre-
eminent in Ohio, of North Carolina ¥riends in Indiana. Be-
tween 1800 and 1860, many hundreds of Friends went from the

Carolinas, Virginia, Georgia, and Tennessee to Ohio, Indiana,

and Illinois.200 Great nambers of South Carolina Friends

196 Ibidn I3 pp. 118-1191
197 Ibid,, p. 251.
198 Ibid., p. 291; Hinshaw, op. cit., p. 232.

199 Weeks, op. cit., pp. 283-384.
200 JIbid., pp. R68-271. (See important tables on pp.

269-270 of Weeks' book.)
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removed to Miami, Warren, and Clinton Counties, Chio, and from
there spread farther westward. The Nofth Carolina Yearly lieet-
ing can look in all the yearly méetings in the West, and say,
with truth, "these are my children,"20L

It was inevitable that these thousands of Friends going
to variéus parts of the new Western States:; should bear with
them the same ideéﬁ they had always held which had so influ-
ennced their neighbors in the Bast; and that these same ideas
should have been carried on to the farther West by the immia-
grants from the Northwest Territory to,Kansas, Ilowa — even to
the Pacific coast. Both Quakers and non-Quakers spread §uaker
ideas in this latter migration. lMany of their ideas were already
a definite part of the American way of thinkihg.“"ldeas of
simplicity, of peace, of pousidble brotherhood. .. were borne
west by thousands not even Quaker in name.... In America,
Quaker ism has diffused into the national consciousness.“202

The influence of certain outstanding citizens of Quaker
stock must not be overlooked. They had a large part in the
spread of Guaker ideas which have become an integral part of
American thought and tradition. |

Igaac Norris, speaker of the Pennsylvanis Assembly, son
of VWilliam Penn's confidential adviser, Isaac Norris, sug-
gested the inscription on Liberty Bell, "Proclaim liberty

<03
throughout the land, ané to all the inhabitants thereof."

-- s fop—

201 Ibid., p. 320, and footnote, p. 307,
202 Henry 8. Canby, Classic Amexricans, p. 35.
203 Sharpless, op. eit., part 2, p.ll.
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Thomes Paine,stirring writer of Revolutionary days, and John

Dickinson,author of the protest adopted by the Stamp Act Con-

gress, and of the famous Farmer's Letters, were both of Quaker
families; and both were powerful in their ability to mould |
public opinion according to their own beliefs.

Generals Greene, Mifflin, and Morris, of the Hevélution;
James Fenimore Cooper, the "fighting Guaker of Awerican liters
ature"; Benjamin West, painter; John Greenleaf Whitfier, Bay-
ard Tayloxr, and Walt Whitman, poets, were all of Quaker ofigin

Franklin, DIimerson, and Thoreau show definife Guaker in-
fluence. Gummere says that Franklin's political opinions
were, in the main, those of the Quakers.204 Thomas Jefferson
was reared in Albemarle County, Virginia, where there were
large settlements of Friends. Abraham Lincdln traced his pa-
ternal ancestry to Quakers in Pennsylvania.

Mark Hanna was of Guaker stock, as were alsokJohns Hoyp-
kins and Ezra Cornell, founders of the universities named for
them.ao5 |

Ample, indeed, have been the opportunities for the
spread of Guaker ideas., This spread of ideas was co=-incident
with the general westward movement of the American people,

thereby resulting in the absorption of Quaker ideas into the

thought of the people in all parts of the United States.,

204 Gummere, op. cit., p. 224.
205 Hinshaw, op. cit., p. 235.
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SUMMARY .

In this chapter, it has been shown that because the
Quakers believed that an "Inner Light" from God dwells in the
heart of every man, they believed also in the potential egual-
ity of persons. Upon these two fundamental beliefs, depend
the @uaker ideals of democracy of justice, religious tolerance,
separation of church and state, love of peace, and practical,
yet kindly, humanitarianism. It has also been shown that these
same ideas are characteristically American ideas; that in
America, they were cherished by the Quakers before they were
adopted in their entirety and full significance by any other
group; that they were spread by the Quakers, and those influ-
enced by Quakerism, to all parts of .merica; and that they
were inherited by America from the Quakers.

Recurring evidences of the reliability of the statement
on page 1 of this study — that certain Quaker principles and
ideas have persisted as American ideas = will be pointed out
in succeeding chapters by references to passages in the works
of representative American writers. The validity and relia-
bility of the sources gquoted or referred to in this chapter,

are shown by accompanying annotations in the bibliography.
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CHAPTER III.
EVIDENCES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE OF THE CULONIAL PERIOD.

James Freeman Clarke quotes the historian, Bancroft, as
saying that the system of George Fox contained the highest
intellectual philosophy, equivalent to the doctrines of Plato
and Descartes. "Quakerism rests on the reality of the inner
light; and its method of inquiry is absolute freedom applied
to consciousness.“1 "Mr. Bancroft finds the ideas of the
Guakers in 'the profound eloquence of Rousseau,' 'the mascu-
line philosophy of Kant,'and 'the poetry of Schiller, Cole-
ridge, Lamartine, and Wordsworth, '"® Every one of the men
named.by Mr, Bancroft was born in the eighteenth century
when the ideas of Fox were beginning to be particmlarly ef-
fective — a century or more after George Fox had organized
the sect knowh as Friends.3 When the philosophies of Kant
and Rousseau, and the poetry of Goléggdge, Schiller. Lamara
tine, and Wordsworth reached America, they aroused sympathet-
ic response; for the fundamental elements of their philoso~
phies which appealed to American scholars were already a part
of our national thought - subject long since to the forma-
tive influence of a philosophy of reason based upon the

principle of equality.

1 James Freeman Clarke, Events and Epochsg of Religious
History, pp. 318-319.

2 Ibid., p. 321.

3. Rousseau was born in 1712, Kant in 17&4, Schiller in
1759, Coleridge in 1772, Wordsworth in 1770, Lammartine in
1790. Fox began preaching in 1648, and the Society of Friends
was organized in 1666.
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Canby believee thet the ideas which dominated American
colonial literature are "still powerful, id not dominant} in
later Ameri¢a." He terms Jonathan Edwards's Freedom of the
Will "sophisticated logig," and‘John Woolman's Journak "naive
art," and declares that both "contain philosophiea that, di-
rectly or indirectly, are of almost incaleulable influence
upon American culture.“4

In the present chapter, somé reference will be made to
colonial writings showing Puritan influence, for the sake of
contrasting them with writings showing Guaker influence. In
the beginning of the period, evidences of &guaker influence
are very slight, in #iew of which fact, their more'frequent
recurrence near the end of the period is the more‘striking;
References are grouped chronologically according tb fhe ideas

expressed.

EQUALITY OF PERSONS - DEMOCRACY OF JUSTICE.

As was shown in Chapter II, the idea of absolute eqgual-
ity of persons first reached America through the Friends.
There wus little of democracy in early New England settle-
ments., John Winthrop declared democratic government to be
"the meanest and worst and so accounted among most civil na-
tions." Iﬁ Boston, great care was taken to observe social dis-
tinctions. Only those whose birth or financial worth justi-
fied it, were called "Mister." Next in rank were the "Goodman"

and his "Goodwife," and those of lowest station were desig-

4 Canby, Henry Seidel, Classic Americans, pp. 4 and 5.
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nated merely by the term, "One.“5 Any titles held in 01d Eng-
land were carefully observed in New England. In notable con-
trast to the Puritan consideration for class distinction, was
the Quaker appellation of "Friend" for everyone.

Long seareh reveals but little in very early colonial lit-
erature to indica%e that the Puritans entertained any sympa-
thy for the idea of equality. Early Friends scorned literary
pursuits.6 Hence the idea of equality does not have literary
expression until well into the eighteenth century. Of its im-
portance in the opinion of Friends, thére is documentary evi-
dence in a law passed in Pennsylvania in 1682. This law abol=
ished the right of primogeniture, thus effectually preventing
the establishment of an aristocracy founded on the accumula-
tion of large estatea.7 |

In the earlier writinge of Franklin, we find definite
expression of the belief in equality. Franklin was a grand-
son of the Quaker, Peter Folger.8 But more effective fuaker
influences than those of heredity, were those of his Phila-
delphis environment during the formative years of his youth

and early manhood.

From Poor Richard's aAlmanac ,the following passages are
submitted a8 expressing the growing Quaker idesl of equality
of persons:

9
¥ings and bears often worry their keepers.

Winifred Rugg, Unafraid, p. 78.
Appendix, p.i32.
William Penn, Passages from the Life and Writings of,

Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, pp. 12-13.
Franklin, Poor Richard's Almanac, 1733, p. 26.
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An innocent plowman is more worthy”than a vicious prince;o

That Franklin was nbt all Quaker, though influenced by

Quaker philosophy, is shown in this quotation fromidhe Almanac

for 1740:

We frequently misplace esteem

By judging men by what they seem,

With partial eyes we're apt to see,

The man of noble pedigree. ,
To birth, wealth, power, we shoulg@ allow
Precedence, and our lowest bow:

In that is due distinction shown;

Esteem is virtue's right alone. 11

Franklin was wont to temper his beliefs by the wisdom of

expediency. But in the Almanac of 1741, “Poor Kidhard had grown

to this:

The cringing train of pow'r survey;

WVhat creatures are so low a8 they!

With what obsequiousness they bend!

To what vile actions condescend!

Their rise is in their meanness built,
And flatt'ry is their smallest guilt. 1%

In 1745, Richard is ready to say without reserve, that "All

blood is alike ancient,” 13 and that all the peoplé of the

world may receive our equal consideration.

Self lowe but serwes the virtuous Mind to wake.
As the small pebble stirs the peaceful Lake;

The Centre mov'd, a Circle strait succeeds,
Another still, and still another spreads,
Friend, Parent, Neighbor,first, it will embrace,
His country next, and next all human Race;

Wide and more wide, th' o'rflowings of the iwind
Take every Creature in if every Kind. 14

Jah .
Hector St.kﬁe Crévecoeur was a farmer of Fennsylvanis

10
11
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1734, p. 41,

1740, p. 106.
1841, p. 111.
1746, p. 155.
1745, p. 154.
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who wrote in the later colonial period. .Nowhere in his Letters

does he state that he was a Quaker, but there is much evidence

of Quaker influence in his writings. He visited much in Queker

communities, and praises the Friends in the highest terms,

With reference to a visit to a Quaker home, he says, "I was

received at the door by a woman dressed extremely neat and

simple, who without courtesying, or other ceremonial,,askéd

me, with an air of benignity, who I wanted."l® Both the dress

and the manners were characteristic of all Friends. Thelir

difference from the customs of other people brought not only

the customs to the notice of the eye, but also the ideals

which the customs represented, to the thoughtful considera-

tion of serious-minded persons.

In Letter II1I, Crévecoeur this defines an American:

He is an American, who, leaving behind him all his
ancient prejudices and manners, receives new ones from
the new mode of life he has embraced, the new govern-
ment he obeys, and the new rank he holds.... Here indie-
viduals of all nations are melted into a new race of
men, whose labours and posterity will one day cause
great changes in the world.

In this same Letter is described the probable feeling of

a HEuropean upon first entering Amerxrica:

He is arrived on & new continent; a modern society
offers 1tself to his contemplation, different from what
he had hitherto seen. It is not composed, as in Euroye,
of great lords who have everything, and of a herd of
peocple who have nothing. Here are no aristocratical
families, no courts, no kings, no bishops, no eccleglas.

tical dominion... no great refinements of luxury....We
are a people of cultivators, scattered over an immense
territory... united by the silken bands of mild govern-
15 J. Hector St. John de Crévecoeur, Letters of an
American Farmer, p. 183.
16 Ibid., p. 43.
17 Ibid., pp. 39-41.
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ment, all respecting the laws, without dreading their
Power, because they are eqgitable. ‘

We have no princes, for whom we tiol, starve, and
bleed: we are the most perfect society exiating in the
world., Here man is free as he ought to Dbe.

The idea of equality of persons is very effectively
stated in Lettexr II.

Can more pleasure, more dignity be added to that
primary occupation [farmingj? The farmer thus plowing
with his child, and to fedd his family, is inferior
only to the empeﬁgar of China ploughing a8 an example
te his kingdom. Vi Ind

Equal justice is seldom administered where persons are
not considered equal. Winifred Rugg tells us that,‘in early
Boston, "Goodmen" and the still humbler "Ones" could have their
inglorious feet put into stocks, their ears lopped off, their
backs lacerated by the lash; gentiemén who broke the laws were
fined. 19 There was no democracy of justice there! 1In all
Quaker courts, from the beginning of the historieé of theii
provinces, all persons were subject to the same laws — and
to the same punishments when they broke the laws.

The ideal of democracy of justice gained ground rapidly.
The American ideal of equal consideration for all persons
gained such fame abroad, that, by the middle of the eighteenth
century, the oppressed of Burope looked to America as the land

of true justice. 'Crévecoeur thus expresses that fact:

The great number of Xuropean immigrants yearly com-
ing over here informs us, that the severity of thges,
the injustice of the laws, the tyranny of the rich,
and the oppressive avarice of the church, are as intol=-
erable as ever.... This country, providentially intend-
ed for the general asylum of the world, will flourish
by the oppression of their people.

Liaa

18 Ibid., p.25.
19 Winifred Rugg, Unafrgid, p. 78.
20 Crévecoeur, op. cit., p. 87.
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The passage just quoted shows that our modern ideal of
equality of justice was, in the periocd just hefore the American
Revolution, an Americap ideal, not borrowed from any Buropean
Philosophy. American history and literature indicate that it

originated in America with the Quakers,

RELIGIOUS TOLEHKANCE .- SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE.
William Brgdford, in his History of Plymouth, discusses
the difference of opinion which occurred between Roger Williams
and tlhe various churches in which he sought fellowship. It is an
interestipgg revelation of thevintolerance of New Englandérs
towards any opinions save those of Puritan coloring. Williams's
individual opinions are charged to an "unstable judgment." To
hold different opinions was bad enough, but the practice of
them was beyond endurance. Particularly charaéteristic of the
caution of these Puritan saints was the sending of a letfer of
warning concerning Williams to the Salem chmrch.zl
Toleratin was as sefioua a fault, in the minds of the Pur-
itan: Fathers, as was the thing toleratea. A typical warning
against such weakness is expressed by Thomas Dudley:
Let men of God in courts and churches watch
O'er such as do a toleration hatch;
Lest that ill egg bring forth a cockatrice,
To poison all with heresy and vice.
One should note in the foregoing quotation, not only the

attitude of extreme intolerance, but also the assumption that

the court as well as the church should watch over the religious

21 William Bradford, History of the Plymouth Settlement,

p. £45. .
22 Thomas Dudley, "ANew England Gantleman's Death,"(16b1)

Quoted in The Library of American Literature, Vol.,I, p.291.
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life of the community. It is an admission of approval of un-
ion of church and state,

We find Roger Williamse's reaction to the persecutionss
suffered by himself and his followers, in this selection from
The Bloody Tennet of Persecution. The tract is in the form of
a dialogue between Peace and Truth. Truth speaks:

JYor me, though censured, threatened, persecuted, I
must profess while heaven and earth lust, that no one ten=-
ent that either London, England, or the world doth harbor,
is 80 heretical, blasphemous, seditious, and dangerous to
the corporal, to the spiritual, to the eternal good of all
men, as the bloody tenent (however washed and whited) I
say, as 1s the bloody tenent of persecution for cause of
conscience,

Something of the idea of the Inner Light is apparent in
Williams's appeal to Governor Endicatt for tolerance.

8ir I must be humbly bold to say, that 't ie impos-
8ible for any man or men to maintain their Christ by the
Sword, and to worship a true Christ! to fight agaimstz&ll
consciences opposite to theirs, and not to fight againat
God in sole of them, and to hunt after the precious life
of the true Lord Jesus Christ... 'T is but worlddy policy
and compliance with men and times.., that holds your hands
from murdering of thousands and ten thousands were your
power and command as great as once the Roman emperors' WﬁZ'
Justification of Williams's accusation was slortly forth-

coming in the treatment accorded by the New Iingland magistrates
to the Quakers. By 1659, this persecution reached its culmina-

tion in the hanging of two Guakers, William Robinson and Marm-
aduke Stevenson, In 1661, The Quaker Petition was presented
to the king by Samuel Shattuck, It was "A Declaration of some

part of the sufferings of the people of God in scorn called

23 Roger Williame, The Bloody Tennet of Fersecution (1652)
Quoted by Stedmun in The Library of Awerican Literature,Vol.l,
p. 249,

24 TRoger Williams, Letter to Gov. Endicott, from The

Bloody Tennet Yet More Bloody, Quoted by Stedman, gp.git.,
Vol. I, p. 250.
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Quakers, from the Professors in New England, only for the exer-
cise of their consciences to the Lord," There follows a long
list of the whippings, banishments, confiscations of property,
fines, imprisonuents, tortures, 4-‘and mgrtyrdom of three=e of
the Quakers of New England.25 The Friendé had not found fe-
ligious tolerance to be a characteristic of America in 1661!
Persecutions continued for many years; borne with a milisn
tant sort of passivity by the Quakers. Occasionally one of them
raised a pen in their defense. Pgter Folger, df Nantucket,
presented a plea for tolergtion in a long doggerel poem in
which he declared that the unrighteous intolerance of the New
England magistrates was the reason that God was punishing the
colony with wars with the Indians, He urged immediate repesal
of the intolerant ordinances.
Let Magistrates and.Ministers
consider what they do:
Let them repeal those evil laws .
and break those bonds in two
Which have been made as traps and snares
to catch the innocents, :
And whereby it has gone so far
to acts of violence. -
Indeed I really believe,
it's not your business

To meddle with the Church of Christ
in matters more or less.

o

Indeed I count it very low,
for people in these days,

To agk the rulers for their leave
to serve God in his ways.

If we do love our brethren,
and do to them, I say,

As we would they should do to us,
we should be quiet straightway.

S5 "ine Quaker Petition,"(1661) from Joseph Besse, A Col-
lection of the Sufferings of the People Called Quakers. Guoted
by Stedman, op. ¢it., Vol. I, pp. 401-403.
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But if that we a-smiting go,
of fellow-servants so,

No marvel if our wars increase
and things so heavy go.

In striking contrast to this generous reasonableness, is
the hard, uncompromising spirit of Michael Wigglesworth's "The
Day of Doom," written in 1662. When one considers that "The Day
of Doom" was best seller for three generations after its ap-
psarance, one is amazed that the "seed" of Guaker principles
should have made the remarkable growth that it did in the
same period. A few stanzas will serve to show the nature of
the whole poem. In that part of the poem called "The Plea of
the Infants," these words are credited to God: .

You sinners are, and such .a share
a8 sinners may expect,
- Buch you shall have; for I do save
none but my own Hlect.

Such theology is directly opposite to the theory of
equality. In "Sentence and Torment to the Condemned," there
is this:

They wring their hands, their caitiff hmnds,
and gnash their teeth for terror;

They cry, they roar for anguish sore,
and gnaw their tongues for horror.

- But get away without delay,

Christ pities not your cry:

Depart to Hell, there you may mpell)
and roar eternally.

What pity such dramatic power had not other material for
expression! As a super-climax to this tale of horror, we have

this stanza:

26 DPeter Folger, "a Homely Plea for Toleration,"(1677)
quoted by Stedman, in The Library of American Literature,
Vol. I, pp. 479-485.
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The saints behold with courage bold,
and thankful wonderment,

To see all those that were their foes
thus sent to punishment. &7

There is no relationship between this expositién and the
Guaker conception of a God who created all men equal, and loves
them all equally.

Had the Friends followed the custom inaugurated by other
groups of religious refugees colonizing in Amerieca, they would
have restricted citizenship iﬁ their colony to Friends only,
or at most, as in Maryland, to Christians. The Fuhdamental
Constitutiona of Carolina{1669), devised by Locke, granted
tolerance to all Protestant religions, hut established also
a state church, 28

The first of the laws enacted in Pennsylvania, however,
in the assembly at Chester, 1682, eétabiiéhed teligicgs‘toler-
ance broadlenpughiteorinclude Jews and_Turks,“as well“as a11‘ }
Christian sects, and secured from the beginning‘complete:
separation of church and state. .

But in Scituate, Massachusetts, James Cudworth, though
not a Quaker himself, was dismissed from his position on the
Bench for entertaining Quakers in his home. A letter of his,
datedy1685, declares that "the antichristian persecuting

spirit is very active, and that in the powers of this world,

He that will not whip and lash, persecute and punish men that

o7 Uichael Wigglesworth, "The Day of Doom"(1662),

uoted by Stedwman, op. c¢it., Vol. II, pp. 3-16.
1 28 yOld South Leaflets, Vol,7, No. 172, ("The Fundamental

Constitutions of Carolina.") o
29 William Penn, Passages from the Life and Writings of,

p. 270,
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differ in matters of religiony must not sit on the Bench, nor
sustain any office in the Commonwealth."°0

The preaching which persisted in New England was not con-
ducive to the growth of a spirit of brotherhood towards all
men. The people heard too much about the wrath of God to be
much affected by his love. Cotton Mather declared:

"When it thunders, God saith to all the hearers of
his word ordinarity preached, Consider this, and for-
get not God, lest he tear you in pieces, and there be
none to deliver you," 31

Johathan Edwards followed Cotton Mather with even more
terrifying teaching.

Natural men are held in the hand of God over the pit
of hell; they have deserved the fiery pit and are al-
ready sentenced to it. 32

- m e e e m m e o= ‘
The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much
aB one holds a spider, or some loathsome insect, over
the fire, abhors you and is dreadfully provoked..

You are ten thousand times as abominable inm his eyes,
as the most hateful and venomous serpent is in ours. 33
You hang by a slender thread, with the flames .of
divine wrath flashing about it, and ready every moment
to singe it and burn it asunder. 34 : "

Contrast to this, the Quaker belief that God loves all~
men equally, and it is easy to see why the more appealing
Quaker ideal of equality, when fairly heard, spread rapidly

in the colonies. Guietly, but very surely, this rapidly

30 George Bishop, New England JudgedI pp. 1lk8~135.

31 Cotton Mather, Hagnalia, Chrigti Americana, Quoted by
b Stedman in The Libraxz of American Literature, Vol.IIl,p.1l63,

32 Jonathan Rdwards, "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God," g sermon, 1741. Quoted by Stedman, op. cit., Vol.II, p.385,

33 1Ibid., p. 391.

34 Ibid., p. 392.
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spreading ideal was laying the foundation for a union of
States, and for two wars for freedom and equality.

Jonathan Edwards's own people were breaking away from
his teachings long before he ceased preaching the wrath of
God. Mrs. Jane Turrell, a Puritan of Boston and Bedford,
produced this poem in 1729 orxr 1730:

Behold how good, how sweet, their joy does prove,
Where brethren dwell in unity and love!

When no contention, strife or fatal Jaxr

Disturb the peace and raise the noisy war. 35

In 1739, John Callender, of Rhode Island, asked:

Who can assign a reason why they {bhristiani) may
not love one another, though abounding in their own
several senses?

Elsewhere in the same essay, he says:

Liberty of conscience is more fully established and.
enjoyed now, in the other New English colonies.... And
there i8 no other bottom than this to rest upon; to
leave others the liberty we should desire ourselves....
This is doing as we would be done by, the grand rule of
justice and equity. 36 :

Franklin never complained of any lack of liberty.in hi
adopted colony, and he often defended the right of all péiébns
to liberty of conscience. America has cause to rejoice that
the gendus of Franklin had opportunity to develop in liberty-
loving Philadelphia. Among his writingskthere is an interest-
ing parable on brotherly love, which concludes thus:

And Rueben fell on his neck, and kissed him, with
tears, saying, "Thy kindness is greaty byt thy goodness
in forgiving me is greater, Thou art indeed my brother,
and whilst I live, will I surely love thee."

And Judah said, "lLet us also love our other brothers,

behold are we not all of one blood?" 50
And Jacob said..."Judah hath the soul of a king."

35 GQuoted by Stedman, op. cit.,Vol,II, pp. 362.

36 Ibid., pp. 412-414,

37 Benjamin Franklin, Writings, Jared Sparks Edition,
Vol. II, p. 1z24.
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Another "Parable" is a fitting companion piece. According
to this tale, Abraham refused hospitality to a stranger because
the stranger worshipped not Jehovah, but an idol. He beat the
stranger away from the tent into the wilderness. 'Then God re-
buked Abraham, saying: "Have I borne wuth him these hundred
ninety and eight years, and nourished him, notwithstanding his
rebellion against me; and couldst thou not, that art thyself a

. : ., 38
sinner, bear with him one night®" The intended moral is plain.

John Woolman, gentle and sincere Friend, writes, "I found
[in his own mind] no narrowness respecting sects: but believed,
that sincere, uprigh-hearted people, in every society, who trﬁly
love God, were accepted of him.? ©9

Crévecoeur, writing in the period of transition from col-
onial to Revolutionary period literature, describes the grow~.
ing spirit of religious. t@lerance' | H

All sects are mixed as well:as-all natlone, thué re-
ligious indifference [tolerahce] is imperceptibly dls-
seminated from one end of the continent to the other;.
which is at present one of the Btrongest characterls-
tics of the Americans. 40 : :

In another letter, Crévecoeur rejoices that =

Those ancient times of religious discords are now
gone, { I hope never to return ) when each thought it
meritorious, not only to damn the other, which would
have been nothing, but to persecute and murder one
another, for the glory of that Being, who requires no

more of us than that we should love one another and
live! 41

38 Ibid., Vol, II, pp. 121-122.
39 John Woolman, Journal, p. <5.
40 Crévecoeur, op. ¢it., p. 51.
41 1Ibid., p. 138.
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LOVE OF PEACE.

The striking difference between the attitude of the Purl-

tans towards the Indians, and that of the Quakers, is shown in

the two following passages:

William Bradford, in his History of Plymouth, gives anl
account of a batfle between the Pequots, on the one side, and
the English of Connecticut and New Plymoﬁth, and the ﬁarfagaﬁ-
setts on the other. The English and Narragansetts affacked

the Pequot fortifications —

Those that entered first met with fierce resistance,
the enemy shooting and grappling with them. Others of
the attacking party ran to their houses and set them
on fire, the mats catching quickly... and the wind
soon fanning them into a blaze, -~ in fact more were.
burnt to death than were killed otherwise.... Those
that escaped the fire were slain by the sword... so
that they were quickly dispatched and very few escaped.
... It was a fearful sight ‘to see them frying in the
fire, with streams of Dblood quenching it; the smell was
horrible, but the victory seemed a sweet sacrifice, and
they gave praise to God who had wrought so wonderfully
for them thus to enclose their enemy, and give. them so
speedy a victory over such a proud and 1nsu1t1ng foe. 42

This passage is no less than a dlrect echo of the war-l
chants of the 0l1ld Testament, with its tribute to a wrathful
and partial God, :

We hear a different tone in Williém Penn's Letter to the
Indians, dated 1681.

My friends, There is a Great God and Pewer, that
hath made the world and all things therein, to whom
you and I and all people owe their being and well-
being.... Thid Great God hath written his Law in our
hearts, by which we were taught and commanded to love
and help, and do good to one another, and not to do
harm and mischief to one angther. 43

42 William Bradford, op. eit., p. 284.
43 William Penn, "A Letter to the Indians," from Select
Works of Williap Penn, (1782) Guited by Stedman, op. gcit.,

Vol. II, pp. 227-2£8.
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Robert Proud, in his History of Pennsylvania, thus explains

the absence of Indian troubles in Pennsylvania:

~_And, as our worthy proprietor treated the Indians
with extraordinary humanity, they becane very civil and
;ov1ng to us, and brought in abundance of venison. As,
in other countries, the Indians were exasperated by
hard treatment, which hath been the foundation of much
bloodshed, so the contrary treatment here hath produced
their love and affection. 44 ‘ :

The severe criticsm of the early Indian policy of Carolina
a8 made by John Archdale in his Description of Carolina, is

what we might expect from a Quaker: 45

Yet had they at first many Difficulties and Dangers
to cope withal.... Yet having a Council of the loose
Principled Men, they grew very unruly, that they had
like to have Ruined the Colony, by abusing the Indians,
whom in Providence they ought to have obliged in the
highest degree, and so brought em an Indian War on the
Country, like that in the first Planting of Virginia,
in which several were cut off. 46

This reference to the first settlement of Pennsylvania
is in Colonel William Byrd's most characteristic style:

The Quakers flockt over to this Country in shoals,
being averse to going to Heaven the same way with the
Bighops.... They have in a few years made Pensilvania
a very fine country. ,

The truth is, they have observed exact justice
with all the Nations that border upon them; they have
purchased all their lands from the Indians; and tho
they paid but a trifle for them, it has procured them
the Credit of being more righteous than their Neighbors.
They have likewise had the Prudence to treat them kind-
ly upon all Occasins, which has saved them from many
VWars and Massacres wherein the other Colonies have been
indiscrestly involved. The Truth of it is, a People
whose Principles forbid them to draw the Carnal Sword,
were in the Right to give no Provocation. 47

44 Robert Proud, The History of Pennsylmania, (1797) Vol.I,
pPp. 229-230. From A.B.Hart, Source Book of American History,
Pp. 67-69.

45 Archdale was governor of Carolina from 1695 to 1697,

46 Archdale, A New Description of that Fertile and Pleas-
ant Province of Carolina, London, 1707. (Seurce Book, pp. 65-67)

47 William Byrd, History of the Dividing Line Betwixt Vir-
ginia and Noxrth Carolina, p. 10.
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Notwithstanding the satire in the passage just quoted, we
can see that the policiés of the Friends were making definite
appeal to the imagination of other people of the country.

Franklin was consistent in his love of peace throughout.
his long lifetime. Many instances will be cited in Chapter IV.

In Poor Richard's Almanae for 1747, we find a bit of satire on

"War's Glorious Art."
Oneto destroy, is Murder by the Law,
And Gibbers keep the uplifted Hand in AWe.
To murder thousands, takes a specious Name,
Wa:'s glorious Art, and gives immortal Fame. 48
John Woolman gives, in his.Journal, an account of a mis;
sionary'journey he made to the Indians in 1763, at a time of
unrest and warfare between the Indians and the Engliéh.'He
went entirely unarmed and was most civilly received.4® The
Friends believed and lived their principles, which were, with
them, more than a philosophy.
In his ninth Letter, Crévecoeur expresses the growing-
feeling that war is useless as welluas wrong:
We certainly are not that class of beings which
we vainly think ourselves to be; man an animal of
prey, seems to have rapine and the love of bloodshed
implanted in his heart; nay, to hold it the most hon-
orable occupation in society; we never speak of a
hero of mathematics, a hero of knowledge of humanity;
no, this illustrious appelation is reserved for the
nost successful butchers in the world. 50
In his twelfth and last Letter, Crévecoeur gives an excel-
lent protrayal of the bewilderment of those people who, not

fully understanding the issue at the beginning of the War of the

48 TFranklin, Poor Richard's Almanac, 1747, p. 173.
49 VWVWoolman, Journal, pp. 134-151.
50 Crévecoeunr, op. cit., Letter IX, p. 67.
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Revolution, hesitated to be tramitors to the mother country,
yet shrank from the taunts of countrymen‘who called all paci-
fists tnitors to the patriot cause. He, himéelf, decidesg to
take refuge, together with his family, among the Indians. Thé
Indians, he says, "will not take uﬁ the hatchet againsy a peo-
Ple who have done them no harm." They are "far superior in |
their motives of action to the Buropeans, who for sixpence per

day, may be engaged to shed that {blood] of any people on

earth.” 51 |

The belief was gaining grdund that justice to the Indians
would avert war with them; and Americans were beginning to

question the gloriousness of war, and to call it rather, murder.

PRACTICAL HUMANITARIANISM.

Prison Reform.

Among the laws enacted in Pennsylvania in 1682, under the
direct leadership of William Penn, were those which prOvidéd
for the liberal penal code, according tec which, prisons were
to be workshops and reformatories, and wilful murder the ohly
crime punishable by death.bz The idea was revolutionary. It
apyealed to the imagination of people elsewhere, but not to
their practical judgment, and was not seriously considered

in other colonies until many years later.

Poor Relief.

The Friends seldom kept records of their charity work;

51 Crévecoeur, op,cit., pp. R17-219.
52 William Penn, Passages from the Life and Writings of,
p. £70.
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but that they did a great deal for'thé rélief of the pbor is
well known. Their idea of poor relief was not merely to give,
but to help the poor to a position where they wouid nd longer
need relief. They considered gelf-respect quite as essénti@al
to the well-being of the individual as food, clothing, and shek

ter. These ideas began to appear in colonial literature by

the middle of the eighteenth century. FPoor Richard's ﬁ;ggggg‘.
for 1748 contains this epigram:' | |
"Liberality is not giving much, but giving w.riste'ﬂ.y'.‘f’."5

In 1766, Franklin, then in England, wrote an intereétihé
raper on the Corn Laws. In it he states his theory of poor
relief — which is exactly the Quaker idea — as follows:

I am for doing good to the poor, but I differ in
opinion about the means. I think the best way of doing
good to the poor, is, not making them easy jin poverty,
but leading or driving them out of it. 54 =~ S

In keeping with this opinion, Franklin had crammed his
Almanac with advice on the virtues of thrifg.

Franklin was officially connected with the Orphan School-
House of Philadelphia, a Quaker institution, In his offiicial
capacity, he at one time prepared a list of hints respecting
its management. The concludibg sentences might have been the
work of a Quaker, so truly do they express the Guaker attitude
on the subject of charity.

The orphans, when discharged, to receive, besides
decent clothing, and some nioney, a certificatte of
their good behavior, if such it has been, as a recom-

mendation; and the managers of the institution should
etill consider them as their children, so far as to

53 PFranklin, Poor Richard's Almanac, 1784, p. 183.
b4 Franklin, Works, Vol, II, p. 258. (Apaper printed in
the LONDON CHRUNICLE, 1766.)
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counsgl the@ in their affairs, encourage and promote
phem in their business, watch over and kindly admon-
ish them when in danger of misconduct. 55

John Woolman, in an epistle sent out from the FPhiladelphia

Yearly Meeting of 1759, urges continued consideration of the

poor.

To keep a watchful eye towards real objects of char-
ity, to visit the poor in their lonesome dwelling
places, to comfort those who, through the dispensations
of divine Providence, are in strait and painful cir-
cumstances in this life, and steadily to endeavor to
honor God with our substance... is more likely to bring
a blessing to our children, and will afford more satis-
faction to a Christian favored with plenty, than an
earnest desire to cellect much wealth to leave behind
us, b6

Anti-Blavery Agitation.

In 1688, the German-Town Quakers voiced the first organ-

ized protest in Americs against the slave trade. Twelve years
later, Samuel Sewall published his tract entitled The Belling
of Joseph. He answered many of the current objectmons‘té
freeing the slaves, but not to the satisfaction of the Néﬁ"
Englanders among whom he lived. The most common of the ob=
Jjections which he considered was, "These blackamoors are of
the posterity of Cham and therefore are under the curse of
slavery." 57 From earliest colonial days until after the Civil
War, this idea was the basis for countless long theodlogical
discussions upon the justice or injustice of slavery. Sewall

further observes:

'T is pity there should be more caution used in buy-
ing a horee, or a little lifeless dust [Arabian gold],
than there is in purchasing men and women: whereas
they are the offspring of God. ©8

55 Franklin, Works, Vol. II, pp. 159-160.

56 Woolman, Journal,p. 104.

57 Samuel Sewall, The Selling of Joseph,(1700) quoted by
Stedman, op._cit.,;Vol., II, p. 195.

58 Ibid., p. 189.
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His next argument should have had more weight with his
neighbors than it had; but perhaps it smacked too much of

Quaker ideas of egquality.

These Ethiopians, as black as they are, seeing
they are the sons and daughters of the first Adam,
the brethren and sisters of the last Adam, are the
offspring of God, they ought to be treated with g
respect agreeable. 59

Facetious as was miach of the writing of the southern
slave-holding gentleman, William Byrd, he yet lapsed into
seriousness in his consideration of slavery in this passage
from one of his personal letters:

It were therefore worth the consideration of a
British Parliament, My Lord, to put an end to thisa
unchristian Traffick of making Merchandize of our
Fellow Creatures. 60

We know, from the many references in his History of the

Dividing Lipe, that Colonel Byrd found the Quakers and their

accomplisjments, subjects of keen interest. How much they
influenced his attitude toward slavery can be a matter only
for conjecture -~= but we know that by 1736, the Quakers had
made themselves felt in the public opinion of Virginia and
Carolina, where Byrd spent most of hies years.

In 1766, Anthony Benezet, a Philadelphia Quaker, pre-
sented this protest against the slave trade:

Britons boast themselves to be generous, humane
people, who have a true sense of the inportance of
liberty; but is this a true character, whilst that
barbarous, savage slave-Trade with its attendant

horrors, receives countenance and protection from
the legislature? 61

59 Ibid., p. 192. \

60 Col. William Byrd, "Letter to the Barl of Hgmont,"
1763. Quited by Hart, in Sgurce Book, pp. 88-90.

61 Anthony Benezet, Quoted by Stedman, op. cit.,

Vol. II, p. 4.
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The constant burden of Woolman's preaching and the sub-
ject most frequently treated in his Journgl, was the injustice
of slavery. His attitude was the logical result of his belief
in the Inner Light and the equality of men, A typical rassage
follows:

.Wherever gain is preferred to equity, and wrong
things publicly encouraged te that degree that wicke-
edness takes root and spreads wide among the inhabi-
tants of a country, there is real cause for Sorrow
to all such whose love to mankind stands on a true
principle and who wisely consider the end and event
of things. 62

Elsewhere Woolman writes:
These are the people by whose labour the other
inhabitants are in:a great measure supported...
these are the people who have made no agreement to

serve us, and who have not forfeited their liberty
that we know of. 63

Crévecoeur, in his seventh Letter, remarke upon the
Quaker attitude towards slavery.
There is not a slave I believe on the whole island
Nantuckef] at least among the Friends; whilet slavery
Prevalls all around them, this society alone, lament-
ing that shocking insult offered to humanity, have
given the world a singular example of moderation,
diginterestedness, and Christian charity, in emanci-
pating their negroes. 64
In his ninth Letter, Crévecoeur expresses the hope that
the time draws near when all slaves will be emancipated, even
65
in those provinces where their lot is not hard. In another
part of the same Letter, he writes feelingly of the horrors

of slavery as he has looked upon it in Carolina.

62 Woolman, Journal, p. 237. ("Considerations on the
Keeping of Negroes."

63 Woolman, Journal, p. 69.

64 Crévecoeur, op. cit., p. 142,

65 Ibid.,p. 163.
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Summary.

In this chapter, the Quaker:ideas of equality of persons,
democracy of justice, religious tolerance, separation of
church and state, love of peace, and practical humanitarian-
ism, have been tracgd through American literature of the col-
pnial period. Literature showing Quaker characteristics has
been compared with Pufitan literature of the early colonial
period, to show that the Quaker ideas considered were notkex-
pressed in Puritan life and letters. There was little liter-
ature other than that colored by Puritanism until near the
beginning of the eighteenth century. From that time on,
Puritan intolerance, and Puritan ideas of class distinction,
were gradually displaced by the Quaker ideas of tolerance
and equality. Thus the soil was prepared for the nurture of
those distinctively American ideas which led to the War of

Independence and a Union of States,



A AN aa

Cﬁkﬁfﬁﬁ'EV{:d R R A S
EVIDENCES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE OF THL REVOLUTIONARY FERIOD.

Henry Seidel Canby, in his Clagsic Americans, presents

the following estimate of the influence of Quaker ideas upon

American attitudes and events:

~In phis country, he &he Quakeﬂ gave the widest
dlffuglon to the optimistic humanitarianism that was
the direct result of his theory of a beneficial inner
light: Distrust of violence, a belief in the essential
kinship of mankind, respect for the individual without
reference to rank or estate, justice and mercy to prise-
oners and slaves, dislike of pomp and circumstance, all
these Quaker fundamentals have been American ideals
also, held by many, if by no reans all, and strong
enough to shape American history. 1
The Quaker belief in absolute equality of persons and.
democracy of justice so permeated the thought of the American
people, that by the late 1760's there was a general demand
for great political freedom, and for more consideration for
the rights of the individual. By the early 1770's, there was
much talk of equality, of the natural rights of nan, and of
the justice of liberty, and a general belief that men could,
within themselves, find the answers to questions of right
and wrong. From such agitation, it was but a step to the
objective assertion of democratic ideas. It is often said
that the individualism of America , as demonstrated in the
Revolutionary period, was a direct result of geographicaill
conditions; that the isolation of America from the rest of

the world, and the material environment of the colonists of

the New World, were natural and ideal conditions foy the

1 Henry Seidel Canby, Classic Americans, p. 29.
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growth of a democratie spirit. Vhat is usuelly forgotten,
however, is the fact that there were beginnings here of feud-
alistic and aristocratic forms of government, either of whioch
might have profited by the geographical situation.quite as
much as did that form which persisted. Rritish ascendancy in
America was no doubt responsible for the disappeayance of feud-
al tendencies; but we must not overlook the fact that the iso-
lation of America from the rest of the world favored the un-
hampered growth of opinions and ideas. Throughout the century
breceding the Revolution, Quaker philosophy was quietly, but
very surely, moulding American individualism, and combating
aristocratic tendencies.

When, however, the colonies were actually embroiled in a
war with Britian for the purpose of securing to America.‘aqualf
ity of persons, democracy of justice, and freedom of opinion,
the Friends were pitifully dismayed and bewildered., With the
Principles for which the war was being waged, they were heart-
ily in sympathy, for those principles were fundamentally GQuaker
in nature; with the war itself they could have no sympathy{
They would have chosen instead to wear out the tyranny of Parl-
iament and King by stolid non-compliance with demands. They
were eager for a contest, but not a contest of war. There was
a minority party of Quakers, influenced by Thomas Paine, who
insisted that defensive war is not wrong. These "Free Qu.akersﬁ

took an active part in the war, but many of them were disowned

2 The Society of"Free Quakers" was organized in 1781 by
Friends favoring defensive war, and included chiefly those
disowned for being soldiers. It went out of existence in 1838.
See Isaac Sharpless, A Guaker Mxperiment in Governnent, partl,
p. 209,
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by the Society for the offense. @Quaker ideais, nowever, were
strong and powerful, and no force could stop their coursé.
Equality of persons, freedom of thought, democracy of justice,
— these ideals were as a living force urging Americans of all
persuasions into the conflict, and arousing the sympathy and
hope of the oppressed of all Eurépe. |

American literature of the Revolutionary period is char-
acterized chiefly by the ideals of équality of pergsons, dem=
ocracy of Jjustice, and freedom of opinion - the latter in-
cluding religious tolerance. At the same time, there is a‘
surprising amount of opinion on the futility and wrong of
war. There is also much evidence of a growing belief in the
inconsistency of slavery in a country demanding political
freedom. These ideals had by this time become American ideals,
and are found in the writings afid speeches of both Quakers

and non-guakers.

EQUALITY OF PERSONS.
In 1765, Benjamin Church; of Newport, Rhode Island, —
then a century-old Quaker sdg:éﬁold -— Bent forth this poetic
challenge:

Fair liberty, our soul's most darling prize,
A bleeding victim flits before our eyes:

Was it for this outr great forefathers rode
O'er a vast ocean to this bleak abode!

s s y s s s e e e e

See the new world, their purchase, blest domain,
Where lordly tyrants never forged the chain;
The prize of valour, and the gift of prayer,
Hear this amd redden, each degenerate heir!
Is it for you their honor to betray,

And give the harvest of their blood away? 3

]
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In 1770, Philip Freneau, a youth of eighteen years, wrote
"The Pyrémids of Egypt," in which he reveals the democratic
fervor of the youth of his day. The poem is a dramatic diag-
logue. "The Traveler" asks how the Pyramids were built, and
"The Genius" answers:

What cannot tyrants do,
When they have nations subject to their will?
Millions of slaves beneath their labours fainted,
Who here were doomed to toil incessantly,
And years elapsed while groaning myriads strove
To raise this mighty tomb; — and but to hide
The worthless bones of an Egyptian king. 4

The following passages quoted from Freneau's long poem,
"The Rising Glory of America," expreéses the prevalent ideél—
ization of the principles of equality and liberty:

. . . By persecution wronged,

And sacerdotal rage, our fathers came o
From Europe's hostile shores, to these abodes,
Here to enjoy a liberty in faith,

Secure from tyranny and base control.

Why should ‘I name

Thee, Penn, the Solon of our western lands
Sagacious legislator, whom the world

Admires, long dead: an infant colony,

Nurs'd by thy care, now rises o'er the rest

Like that tall pyramid in Egypt's .waste

O'er all the.neighboring piles, tliey also great. 5

In the same poem, we find an interesting prophecy of the
future of America, compared with that of FEuropean monarchies:
& ] - a I See, I See
Freedom's establisgh'd reigh; cities, and men,

Numerous as sands upon the ocean shore,
And empires rising where the sun descends!

3 Benjamin Church, "The Times: a Poem By an American,"
1765. Quoted by Stedman, op. ¢it., Vol. III, p. 1865. ‘
4 Austin, Philip Freneau, The Poet of the Revolution,p.77

5 Mary 5. Austin, op. cit., p. <41l.
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L] ¢+ .

How I_could weep that we were born too soon}
Just in the dawning of these mighty times,
Whose scenes are panting for eternity!
Dissensions that shall swell the trump of fame,
And ruin brooding o'er all monarchy! 6
One more prophetic passage is quoted from the same poem:
Here independent power shall hokd her sway,
And public virtue warm the patriot breast:
No traces shall remain of tyranny,
And laws, a pattern to the world beside,
Be here enacted first., 7
Freneau was of Huguenot descent, and wus reared in New
Jersey, a Quaker province. The passages quoted show hié ad-
miration for Penn and Pennsylvania, and for the principlésAof
the Guakers. Of particular interest here, is his use of thé
Quaker idea that their beneficent principles would eventually. .
change the social organization of the whole world.® In the
. passages referring to "the ruin of all monarchy," and to laws,
"o pattern to the world beside," Freneau was expresaing én ;
idea which had become fairly common in America. |
In 1772, Samuel Adams, of Boston, thus stated the righte
of colonists:

Among the natural rights of the Colonists are
these: first, a right to life; secondly, to liberty;
thirdly, to property; -~ together with the right to
support and defend them in the best manner they can. ¢

Adams advocated war as a means of preserving these rights,

but he justified such un-Quaker-like action in a very Guaker-

like spirit:

Ibidﬁ, ppo 246"247,.

Ibid., p. 249.

Chapter I of this study, p.6.

Samuel Adams, "The Rights of Colonists," Quoted by
Stedman, op. cit., Vol. III, p. 91.

OO,
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The right-to freedom being the gift of God Almighty,

it is not in the power of man to alienate this gift
and voluntarily become a slave. '

Shortly after the signing of the Declgration of Independ-
ence, Bamuel Adams d3livered and influential, and now famous,
speech on "American Independence." In it are a number of pas-
ages clearly reflecting Quaker influence:

He who hath made all men hath made t?? truths neces~
sary to human happiness obvious to all.

| Qur forefathers opened the Bible to all, and main-
tained the capacity of every man to judge for himself

in religion. Are we sufficient for the comprehension

of the sublimest spiritual truths, and unequal to mater-
ial and temporal ones?....To the eye of reason, what

can be more clear tan that all men have an equal right
to happiness? Nature made no other distinction than thﬁ%
of higher and lower degrees of power of mind and body.

In the judgment of Heaven there is no other superiig-
ity among men than a superiority in wisdom and virtue.

John Dickgmgon, a birthright Quaker, was the author of the
"Liberty Song," which was promplly adopted by the whole country.
One line of the song was, "By uniting‘wekstand,wby dividing
we fall." This sentiment was the keynote also of the neiﬁ great
American war. But Dickinson ddd not intend that his song should
be a war song. Dickinson was also the author of the influen-
tial Farmer'd Letters, which appeared in 1768. These letters
were translated into French, andyﬂharpless says that they
“helped to mould the thought of that rapidly fomenting country"
Hw considers that the letters were "the legal justification

of American resistance, and ultimately of the Revolution."14

10 Ibid., p. 92.

11 Quoted in Modern Eloguence, Thomas B, Reed, ed., Vol.
XI, p. 22.(Compare with the idea of the "Inner Light.")

12 Ibid., p. 22 '

13 Ibid., p. 23. ,
14 SHarpiess, A Quaker Experiment in Govermment, part 2,pl01
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Paul Leicester Ford says that "in the literature of that

struggle, his [Dickinson'd) position is as prominent as that
of Washington'in war, Franklin in diplomacy, and Morris in
finance, 1% Dickinson was the author of the protest adopted by
the Stamp Act Congress in 1765, and is thought to have written

the Declaration of Rights, and the Petition to the King, and

the resolutions which were adopted about this time by the

Assembly of Pennsylvania. But he was not prepared for inde-

pendence in 1776, and refused to sigh the Declaration., He.
served in the Revolution as a soldier, however, and there is -
no record that the Friends disowned him. +©
Nothing would have been more amazing to the early guakers
than to have been told that their principles would one day
find expression such as Patrick Henry's famous speech, which
concludes with the fiery words:
Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be pur-
chased at the price of chains and slavery? TForbid
it, Almighty God! — I know not.what course.others
may take; but as for me, give me Liberty, or giv
me death! 17 : ‘
Historians are agreed in placing the Quaker, Thomas
Paine, in the first rank of those persons who formulated
public opinion before and during the American Revolution.
According to M.D.Conway, editor of Paine's writings, "The
great effect produced by Paine's successive publications has

been attested by Washington and Franklin, by every leader of

the American Revolution, by resolutions of Congress, and by

15 Ibid., part 2, p. 101.(¥rom preface by Paul L. Ford,
to Dickinson's Writings.

16 Bharpless, op. cit., part 2, pp. 98-100,

17 Patrick Henry, "Liberty of Death," Quoted by Stedman,
op. ¢it., Vol, III, pp. 215-216.
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every contemporary historian.18 One of Paine's first contri-
butions to the American cause was his poem, "Liberty Treé,"
which contains these lines:
- The celestial exotic struck deep in the ground,
Like a native it flourished and bore;
The fame of its fruit drew the nations around,
To seek out this peaceable shore. - :
Unmindful of names or distinctions théy came,
For freemen like brothers agree; : :
With one spirit endued, they one friendship pursued,
And their temple was Liberty Tree. 19
Paine argued eloquently for the justice of defensive war;
but in all othr respects, his way of thinking wasithatwof’the
Quakers. His philosophy had its origininih sources older’
than the philosophies of Rousseau and Locke, even though his
is so much like theirs. Parrington says that "Paine was not
a student... familiar with all the politiecal philosophies;
rather he was an epitome of a world inxrevelutiongﬂzo and he
went to Europe for the avowed purpose of disseminating -
throughout that continent the principles for which:® Ametrica

2

stood. 1 Many instances will be noted in this chapter of

Paine's championship of the ideals which form the theme of
our study. Following are excerpts showing his devotion to
the ideal of equality:

When precedents fail to assist us, we must return
to the first principles of things for information, 09
and think, as if we were the first men that thought?

Mankind being originally equals in the order of

18 Thomas Paine, Writings, M.D.Conway, ed.,Vol,I, p.169,

19 Ibid., Vol. IV., p. 484.

20 Parrington, Main Currents of American Thought, Vol.I,

21 Ibid., Vol. I, p. 341. p. 340.

22 Paine, Writings, Vol., I, p. 155. (Paine was evidently
referring to the "inner light."s
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Creation,the equality could only be destroyed by
some subsequent circumetance...,. Male and female
are the distinctions of nature, good and bad the
distinctions of Heaven. 23

All men being originally equals, no one by birth
could have a right to set up his own family in per-
petual preference to all others forever. 24

- - - - - L] -

Where there are no distinctions there can be no .

superiority; perfect equality affords ne tamptati@nf5
Paine assumes that nowhere byt’in America, is the ideal
of equal freedom given harborage.

Every spot of the pld world is overrun with oppres-
g8ion. Freedom hath been hunted round the Globe. Asia
and Africa have long expelled her, Europe régards.
her like a stranger, and England hath given her warne
ing to depart. 26 :

Paine and Jefferson were close friends and entertained
very similar beliefs . Paine's devotion to Jefferson is evi-
dent in his many letters to Jefferson, reprinted in Paine's
Writings. On the other hand, he was biitterly opposed to the -
aristocratic leanings of John Adams, John Jay, George Wash-: . -
ington, Alexander Hamilton, and others, = and particularly
to their evident dallying with the idea of a hereditary
president and senate. 27

Thomas Jefferson was born and spent most of his life in
Albemarle County, Virginia., His paternal grandfather was a

28 . .
native of Henrico County. In both counties, Quakers were

numerous and influential, especially during the first three

2% Paine, Writings, Vol, I, p. 75,

24 1Ibid., Vol. I, p. 79.

26 Ibid., Vol.I, p. 96.

26 Ibid., Vol. I, pp. 100-101. )

27 " Tbid., Vol. III, "Letters to Washington," pp. 213%-252;
"Letters to American Citizens," pp. 381-429,

28 Jefferson, Writings, Paul Leicester Ford, editor,
Vol, I, p. xxxix,
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quarters of the eighteenth century.ggThe Quaker-like attitude
of Jefferson in all his writings, and in his political career,
is very interesting in view of this fact. Canby remarks that
there is "still much argument as to the influence of French
ideas upon Jefferson.... More important, Powever, is the nature
of his own ideas, whatever their source, as he imposéd them in
a long series of writings."°OMany students feel that perhaps
Jefferson had as much influence in shaping ¥rench ideas as had
the French in shaping his. Parrington says that Jefferson was
"very far from being a narrow French partisan,"and adds, "With
its emphasis laid upon agriculture, its doctrine of the proq@it
net, its principle of laigsez faire,and its social éonce;n, ﬁhe
Physiocratic theory accorded exactly with his fémiliar expér-
ience, and it must have seemed to Jefferson that it was little
other than a deduction from the open facts of Amerlcan life nd1

This excerpt from the Dealaration ofAInd

Hend‘ncel urging
Bqual rights, is distlnctly Quaker llke 1n character.

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all
men are created equal; that they are endowed by their
creator, with inherent and inalienable rights; that
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness; that to secure these rights, governments are
instituted among men deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed.

Words and phrases of notably Quaker character are: gelf-~

evident, created equal, inherent and inalienable rights, (in-

herent was stricken out by Congress) and powers from the con-

sent of the governed.

29 BStephen B. Weeks, Southern Quakers and Blavery, pp.
76, 86, and 293,

30 Canby, op. cit., p. 56,

31 Parrington, op. cit.,Vol.IXI, pp. 343 and 346.

32 Thomas Jefferson, Writings, Vol.I, p, 30.
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In the task éf revising the laws of Virginia, in 1777,
Jefferson had an important part. He had special charge of
drafting the‘lgw\abolishing‘primogeniture, the law abolishing
the death penalty for all crimes except treason and murder,
the bill for establishing religious freedom for "the Jew and,
the Gentile, the Christian and the Mohametan, the Hindoo and
the infidel."35With reference to this work, Jefferson wrote:

I considered these four bills, passed or reported,
as forming a system by which every fibre would be erad-
icated of ancient or future aristocracy; and_a founda-
tion laid for a government truly republican.%4 .

The four bills alluded to were: 1. the repeal of the laws
of entall; 2. the abolition of primogeniture; 3. the bill for
establishing religious freedom and separation of church and,
state; and 4. the bill for general education. Every one of
these bills represented established procedure in provinces.
under Quaker control. e , e

"Columbia," a poem written by Timothy Dwight in 1778,
claims attention next. In it are expressed aversion to wars . . .
of conquest, and the belief that American ideals of equality
would influenee governments everywhere.

Cdlumbié, Columbia,'éo glory arise,

The Queen of the world, and the child of the skies!

To conquest and slaughter let Europe aspire;

Whelm nations in blood, and wrap cities in fire;

Thy heroes the rights of mankind shall defend,

And triuwmph pursue them, and glory attend,

A world is thy realm: for a world be thy laws,

Fnlarged as thine empire, and just as thy csause;

On Freedom's broad basis, that empire shall rise,
Extend with the main, and dissolve with the gkies,%b

33 Jefferson, ¥ritings, Vol. I, pp. 59-62.
34 1Ibid., Vol. I, pp. 68-69,
35 Quoted by Stedman, op. cit., Vol., III, pp. 480-481,
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Many of the writings of Benjamin Franklin were produced

in the Colonial period of our literary history, and were treat-

ed, in this study, in Chapter III. He wrote also thfoughout
the Revolutionary periocd, and always with influence., He was de-
voted to the &meriéan conception of equality, and greatly op-

posed any tendencies towards an aristdcracy. On this subject,

he wrote as follows to his daughter, Mrs. Bache, in 1784:

I only wonder that, when the united wisdom of our
nation hady in the artlcles of confederation, mani~
fested their dislike of established ranks of nobility

...8 number of private persons should think proper to

.form an order of Hereditary Enights, in direct oppo-

31tion to the solemnly declared sense of their country! 36

In a letter to George Whately, Franklln'remarked that the
institution of the Cincinnati was "o universally disliked by
the people, that it is supposed it will be dropﬁédl"37'”

The democratic spirit of the neﬁ‘nation is aptly stateg

in this passage from an essay by Franklin to would-be immi-

grants:

It can not be worth any man's while... to expatriate
himself, in the hopes of obtaining a profitabe civil
office in America; and am to military offices, they
are at an end with the war.... Much less is it desir-
able for a person to go thither, whg has no other qual-~
ity to recommend him but his birth.

Thomgs Paine declared that "the insignificance of a
gsenseless word like duke, count, earl, has ceased to please";
and that the titled man “"lives immured within the Bastille of

a word." He felt certain that "the reasonable freeman sees

through the magic of a title, and examines the man before he

approves him, "89

36 Benjamin Franklin, Works, Jared Sparks, ed., Vol. X,
pp- 58-65.
Ibid., Vol. X, p. 176. '
Ibid.,Vol.II, pp. 469-70. 39 Paine, op.cit., Vol.Il,pp
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Joel Barlow was the author of the following tribute to

equality:

Based on its rock of Right your empire liess

On walls of wisdom let the fabric rise;

Preserve your principles, their face unfold,

Let nations prove them and let kings behold.
Bguality, your first firm-grounded stand;

Then free election; then your federal band;

This holy triad should forever shine ,

The great compendium of all rights divine,

Till men shall wonder ( in these codes inured)
How wars were made, how tyrants were endured. 40

One more guotation from Jefferson willserve as g fitting
conclusion to this section:
The appeal to the rights of man, which had been

made in the United States was taken up by France, first
of the European nations., From her the spirit has spread
over those of the South.... 8o inscrutable is the ar-
rangement of cause and consequences in this world that
a two~penny duty on tea, unjustly imposed on a sequest-
ered part of it, changes the condition of all its
inhabitants. 41 ' -

But we wonder why he did not look for the source of the

spirit which revolted at the two-pehny duty.

DEMOCRACY OF JUSTICE.

The history of the third guarter of the eighteenth century
in America shows, better than the literature of the same period,
the growing devotion to the ideal of egual justice. The carry-
ing of colonial offenders to the British courte for trial out-
raged the sense of justice of the colonists. That part of the

Declaration of Independence in which the king is charged with

"depriving us of the benefits of trial by jury," andof "trans-

42
porting us beyond the seas to be tried for pretended offenses,"

40 Joel RBarlow, From "The Columbiad," 1B07, Quoted by
Stedman, op. ¢it., Vol. IV, p. 55,

41 Jefferson, Writings, Vol. I, p. 147.

42 Ipid., Vol. I, p. 33.
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found immediate response in the hearts of all patriots. There
was ample proof that the spirit of Penn and Mead, standing trial
before the London magistrates, was still yowerful in America.

Both Paine and Jefferson believed that the masses ofrfhé
people were pledged to the obser#anca of‘equal~Justice. Jéffer—
son believed implicitly in the essential goodnesé of men -— a
belief quite opposite to the views of the Bostonian, John Adams,
and the aristocrat, Alexander Hamilton. Paine once wrote:

As far as my experience in public life extends, I
haVe'ever_observed that the great mass of the people
are invariably just, both in their intentions and in
their objects." 43 oy

The #deal of democracy of Justice, submerged, in a liter-
ary sense, in the mass of pamphlets, essays, and orations on
liberty and equality, was yet a living'force, and was féally
an inseparable part of the spirit of thé fimee. It appeérs

again in the literature of the nineteenth centufy.‘

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE.
In 1772, Samuel Adame thus stated the right of freedom of
conscience:

AB neither reason requires nor religion permits the
contrary, every man living in or out of a state of civil
gociety has a right peaceably and quietly to worship
God according to the dictates of his conscience..., It
is now generally agreed among Christians that this spir-
it of toleration, in the fullest extent consistent with
the being of civil society, is the chief characteristi-
cal mark of the true church., 44

One may visualize the horror of the Boston of 150 years

earlier, had she dreamed one of her illustrious sons would ever

43 TFrom g speech in the French National Convention,l1792.
Quoted by Stedman, op. e¢it., Vol. III, p. 2x9.

44 Samuel Adams, Rights of Colonists, 1772, Guoted in The
01ld South Leaflets, Vol. 7, Number 173.
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speak thus! Indeed,he went to greater lengths in 1776, when

he said:

Freedom of thought and the right of private judg-
ment in matters of conscience, driven from every other
corner of the earth, direct their course to this happy
country as their last asylum. Let us cherish the noble
guests, and shelter them under the wings of a universal
tolerationt Be this the seat of unbounded religious
freedom., 45 ‘

John Adams, though never quite convinced of the widdom of dem-
ocracy, never-the-less wrote this word of tolerance in his
diary:

Good-sense will make us remember that othershhave
as good a right to think for themselves and to speak "
their own opinions, as we have. 46 '

Riley remarks that liberty of cénscience was granted or
implied in many Revolutionary documents, and that‘twelvemof
the thirteen colonies permitted an increase of freedom df
thought. "It was only in Massachusetts that a dread of 1lib-

erty was expressed.“47 Among the Revolutionary documents per=-

taining to freedom of conscience were Patrick Henry's Bill of

Rights, which stated that religion should be directed only by

reason; Jefferson's Declaratory Act, which established relig-

ious freedom in Virginia; and the Pennsylvania Constitution,

advocated by Frnaklin, which contained the phrase, "natural and
inalienable right to worship according to the dictates of the
uﬁderstanding."

Paine said that he looked on the various denominations

"like children of the same family, differing only in what is

b g a i o B

45 Samuel Adanis, Speech delivered at Philadelphia, 1776.
Cuoted in Modern Eloguence, Vol. XI, p. 34.

46 Guoted by Stedman, op. cit., Vol,III, p. 186,

47 Woodbridge Riley, smerican Thought, p. 86.

48 Ibid., p. 86.
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called their Christian names." Elsewhere, Paine makes a sig-

nificant statement with reference to the history of religious
tolerance, ‘His recognition of the close relationship between
political liberty and spiritual liberty reminds one stféngly,
not so much of the principles of French philosophy, as of‘the
iong struggles’of the early Quakers to gain spiritual freedom
and political libery through separation of church and state.

I am fully convinced, that spiritual freedom ig the
root of political liberty.

First, Because till spiritual freedom was made mani-
fest, polltical liberty did not exist.

beconaly, Because in proportion that spiritual free-
dom has been manifested, political Aiberty has increased,.

Thlrdly, Whenever the visible church has been op~
pressed, political freedom has suffered with it. 50

Charles Brockden Brown (1771-1810), the "first American
man of letters, proper,"51 has one of the characters in Wieland
show a decided Quaker attitude in the matter of religion. &n
account is given of the elder Wieland's' orfler of worship; and
a description of his entirely unadorned little chapel. The
rassage includes these sentences:

He did not extract from his fawily compliance with
his example, Few men, equally sincere in their faith,
were a& sparing in their censures and restrictions,
with respect to the conduct of others, as my father....
His own system was embraced not, accurately speaking,
because it was the best; but because it had heen ex~
pressly prescribed to him. Other modes, if practised by
other persons, might be equally acceptable. 52

The paesage just quoted is an excellent illustration of
the usual Guaker attitude towards the religious beliefs and

practices of others. Mrs, Taylor established proof of the

——

49 Paine, Writings, Vol.I, p. 108. ‘
50 Ibid. : p. 57, "Thoughta on Defensive War,")

51 A statement by Charles Dudley Warner, Library of the
World's Best Literature, Vol.XXXI, p. 177,

52 Charles Brockden Brown, ﬂiglaqg; or the Transforma-
tion, py. 31-32.
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, B&
congiderable Quaker influence evident in all of Brown's novals,

There ig no evidence that George Washington wus ever di-
recfly influenced by the‘Quakera. But there is evidence in hise
writinges that the spirit of toleration, which had its American -
beginning among the Guakers, had, by the close of the eighteenth
century, spread quite generally throughout the United BStates.

As examples, extracts from Washington's Addresses 1o iig‘ghgzgn-
es, 1789, are quoted here: |
To the United Baptist CHurchee in Virginia,-—-

I beg you will be persuaded, that no one would be
more zealous than myself to establish effectual bar-
riers ageainst the horrors ofispiritual tyranny and
every species of religious persecution.,b4d o

To the Protestant Episcopal Church,—

- It affords edifying prospects, indeed, to see
Christians of different denominations dwell together
in more charity, and conduct themselves in respect to
each other with a more Christian-like spirit, than
ever they have done in any former age, or in any
other nation. 55 g :

To the Religious Boclety Called Quakers,—

The liberty enjoyed by the people of these States,
of worshipping Almighty God agreeably io their con-
sciences, 18 not only among the choicest of their
Ylespings, but also of their rights. 56

To the Roman Catholics, -

As mankinf become more liberal, they will be more apt
to allow, that all those, who conduct themeelves as
worthy members of the community, are equally entitled
to the protection of civil government, I hope ever to
gee America among the foremost nations in examples of
Justice and liberality. 57

5% Garland biiller Taylor, Quaker Ideas in the Writings of

Brown, Crevecoeur, and Paine, an unpublished uaster's Thesis,
State University of Iowa. | ] ,
54 GQuoted in the 01d Bouth Leaflets, Vol.%, No.68b, p.4.

85 Ibid., p. 7.
56 Ibid., D+ 9.

67 Ibid., p. 10.
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To Members of the New Church in Baltimore, —

' In this enlightened age, and in this land of equal
liberty, it is our boast, that a man's religious ten-
ets will not forfeit the brotection of the lawas, nor
deprive him of the right of attaining and holding the
highest offices that are knowh in the United States,B58

In his first inaugural, Jefferson pleaded for a tolerance

even broader than religious tolerance:

Let us reflect that, having banished from our land
that religious intolerance under which mankind so long
bled and suffered, we have yet gained little if we
countenance & political intolerance as despotic, as
wicked, and capsble of as bitter and bloody persecu-
tion,

Notwithstanding Jefferson's optimistic outlook, thers wae
mueh intolerance in the midst of the growing tolerance. This
bit of satire from the pen of Lemuel Hopkins gives ample evi-
dence of that fact:

Lo, Allen 'scaped from British Jjails,
His tushes broke from biting nails,
Appears in Hyperborean skies,

To tell the world the Bible lies,
ﬁehold inspired from Vermont dens

The seer of Anti-Christ descends,

To feed new mobs with hell-born manna
In gentle lands of Susquehanna,

And teach the Pennsylvania Quaker,
High blasphemies against his Maker.

] . [ s . [ . [} [] . :
One hand is clinched to batter noses, 60
While t'other scrawls 'gainst Paul and koses.

Jefferson, Franklin, and especially Faine, were branded
as atheists by hundreds of religious zealots, who because of
that could hear little else that these men said. But the ideal

of tolerance made a steady growth in the nineteenth century,

58 Ibid., p. 13. J
59 Quoteé by Greenlaw in The OGreat Tradition, pp.b465~546,
60 Lemuel Hopkins, "On General HEthan Allen," Quoted

by Stedman, op.oit., Vol,III, p. 413,




99

a8 Will be shown in the next chapter,

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE.

Thomas Paine, in "Common Bemese," gives a list of aﬁgges-
tions for a governmment of the new United Btates. One sugges-
tion is as follows: |

- As to religion, I hold it to be the indispénsable
duty of government to protect all conscientious profes-
sorsihhereff,.end I know gf noﬁather business which gov=
ernment hath to do therewith.

In Volume I of his collected Writings, Jefferson givee an
account of the successive contests in the Virginis legislature
from 1776 to 1779 which finally resulted in exempting didsént-
ers from contributions to the support of the established
church, or to any church, except voluntarily. With this de-
cision, the establishment of any chiirch became impossible;
and Virginis had achieved separation of church and state. Jef-
ferson was, throughout, the champion of separatioﬁ;ﬁg Yor was °
the struggle with the state-supported clergy easy.

In The Rights of Man, Paine argues convincingly for dis-
establishment:

Persecution is not an original feature in any re-
ligion; but it is always the strongly marked feature
of all law-religions.... Take away the law-establish-

ment, and every religion re-assumes its original be-
nignity. 6% [Paine was a bit too optimistic, perhaps]

of heason explains
the attitude of Paine on the subject of religion in & republic:

45

The editor's preface to Faine's A

Tt his ideal republic was based on a conception
of equality based on the divine sonship of every man.
This faith underlay equally hie burden against claims

61 Paine, Writinge, Vol. I, p. 108, .
62 Jefferson, Writings, Vol. I, pp. b2-b4. )
63 Paine, The Rights of Man, in ¥ritings, Vol.II, p. 527,
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to divine partiality by a "Chosen People," a Priest-
hood, 2 monarch "by the grace of God," or an aristoc-

racy. Paine's Reason is only an expansion of the
Guaker's "inner light." 64

David Ramsay, in his interesting History of the American
Revolution, (1789) says with reference to some of the probable

results of the Revolution:

The‘wgrld will soon see the result of an experiment
in politics, and will be able to determine whether the
happiness of society is increased by religious estab-
lishments, or diminished by the want of them.

LOVE OF PEACE,

There is much in the literature of the Revolutionary per- .
iod to establish the belief that the colonists entered wpon
war with Britian only as a last resort, and in self-defense.
The American love of peace is attested over and over, There
were thiose, of course, who considered g military career glor-
ioues and desirable, but they were in the minority. The most
popular military leader of the time, George Washington, longed,
not for continued military position, but for a return to the
peace of his plantation. The feeling was general that blood-
shed, even when necessary, was deplorable.

Philip ¥reneau, in "The Rising Glory of America,™ rejoices
that North America does not make war for mines and riches,
like South America.

Better these northern realms dewand our gong,

Designed by nature for the rural reigh,

For agriculture's toil -— No blood we shed

For metal buried in a rocky waste,—

Curs'd be that ore, which brutal makes our race6
And prompts mankind to shed a brother's blood!

64 Editor's introduction to Paine's The Age of Resasopn,
in Writings, Vol.IV, p. 5. ’
65 Quoted by Stedman, op. cit., Vol.III, p. 403.
7/72g 66 Austin, op. cit., pp. =237-238.
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the concluding stanzas, Acasto points out the idyllic

future of America!

As

Nature's loud stormse be hushed, and seas no more
Rage hostile to mankind « and, worse than all,
The fiercer passions of the human breast
Shall kindle up t6 deeds of wrath no more, -
But all subside in universal peace —

' Such days the world,
And such, America, thou first shall have.57

late as 1774, Washington was hoping to avert war with

Britain, In aletterbto‘Captain Robért Mackenzie, he wrote:'

In

fenzive

I am well satisfied, that no such thing [as inde-
pendence] is desired by any thinking man in all North
America; on the contrary, that it is the ardent wish
of the warmest advocates for liberty, that peace and
tranquility, upon constitutional grounds, may be re-
stored, and the horrors of civil discord prevented.68

1775, Paine was thus explaining the necessity for de-
war in a direct appeal to the pacifist QGuakers:

Could the peaceable principle of the Quakers be
universally established, arms and the art of war
would be wholly extirpated; but we live not in a
world of angels....

I am thus far a Quaker, that I would gladly agree
with all the world to lay aside the use of arms, and
gettle matters by negotiation; but unless the-w%gie
will, the matter ends, and I take up my musket.

What & modern American way of speaking!l

But in the same article, Paine shows his belief in the

advantages of peace, when he says, "The balance of power is

the scale of peace."70 In Common Bense, he expresses & similar

idea in

the words, "It is the true interest of America to steer

clear of European contentions."’1 Compare with the next quota-

tion from Paine, the widespread feeling in America in the last

war that we should not have entered except in self-defense:

I‘bié-) ppo 249"250-
Weshington, Writings, W.C.Ford, editor, Vol.II, p.444.

Paine, Writings, Vol.I, p.55."Thoughts on Defensive War!

Ipbid., p. b6,
Paine, Writings, Vol.I, p. 89.
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We fight neither for revenge nor conquest,; neither
from pride nor passion; we are not insulting the world
with our fleets and armies, nor ravaging the globe for
plunder. Beneath the shade of our vines are we at-
tacked; in our own houses, and on our own lands, is
the violence committed against us. 72

Paine declared that "not all the treaaures of the world.
so far as I believe, could have induced me to support an. ef—
fensive war, for I think it murder." 73 Thia was the true
Quaker attitude towards war. but Paine was bitter in hlB pro-
tests against the pacifist attitude of the Quakers in the Rev-
olution, and he did not hesitate to call them Tories. Earlier
in this same essay, he referred to the efforts of the colonists
to avert the war, saying that they had "earnestly and repeat-
edly sought to avoid the calamities of war, by every decent
method which wisdom could invent:" 74

Paine feit that in a sense thewHevolution;was"anw&r to
end war"— that the best way for Amerioa to avoid wars with -
Europe was to separate from the warlike Britian, who had been
"nearly fifty years out of every hundred at war with some‘$
power or other." And he continued by Baying, “It.-certainly
ought to be a consqientious as well as political cenai(ermﬁion
with America, not to dip her hands in the bloody work of
Europe," 7o Of aggressive war, he wrote in no uncertain terms:

If there is a sin superior to every other, it ig
that of wilful and offensive war.... He who is the

author of a war, lets loose the whole contagion of e
hell, and opens a vein that bleeds a nation to death.

gg, Vol.,I, pp. 121-126.(The Epketle to

72 Pain?,
the Quakers."
%73 Paine, Writings, Vol.I, pp. 186-177,("The Crisis.")

74 Ibid., p. 171.
75 ;p;%.: p. 208.
76 Tbid., Vel. V, p. 249.
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After the close of the Revolution; Paine seemed to think
that even ¥evolutions might be amccomplished without w&ﬁ‘ In

The Rights of Man, he makes this suggestion:

. As 1t is not difficult to perceive, from the en~
lightened state of mankind, that... Revolutions on
the broad basis of national sovereignty and Govern=
ment by representation, are making their way in Eu-
rope, it would be an act of wisdem to anticipate
their approach, and produce Revolutions by reason
and accomodation, rather than commit them to the
issue of convulsions, 77

Benjamin Franklin felt that under any oiroumstances
peace was better than war. Many times, in his letters, one
meets the declaration that "there never was & good war or a
bad peace." He was a consistent advocate of arbitration.
Following are several illustrative passages from his letters:

To me 1t seems that neither the obtalning or re-
taining of any trade, how valuable socever, is an ob-
Ject fgr which men may justly spill each other's
blood. "8

- - - - -~ - - - - -

I am as much for peace as ever I was, and as heart-
ily desirous of seeing the war ended as I was to
prevent its beginning, of which your minisﬁErggknow
I gave a strong proof before I left England.

-l = - - -

We make daily great improvements in natural =—
there is one I wish to see in moral philosophy: the
discovery of a plan that would induce and oblige na-
tions to settle their disputes without first outting
one another's throats, 80

- - - - [ -

After much occasion to consider the folly and mias-
chiefs of & state of warfare, and the little or no
advantage obtained even by thoee nations who have con-
ducted it with the most success, I have been apt to
think that there has never been, nor ever will be,any

gheh thing as a good war or & ad pesce, 81

77  Paine, Writings, vok. 11, p. 589, o

78 A letter to Lord Howe, Quoted in The Uld South Leaf«
letp, Vol. VI, no. 162, p.i. e 7

79 Ibid.,, p.2,(Letter to David Hartley, )¥eb., &, l?&u.

80 Ibid,, p.3,(Letter to Riohard Frice,)Feb.6, 1780,

81 1Ibid., p.4,(Letter to Dr. 8hipley,)June 10, 1782,
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At length we are at peace,. G
h we are &t pesce,.God be prais nd . long,
ve;y long, may it continue. All wars greiﬁﬁﬁiiﬁzéyiﬁggi
;ixg expensive and very mischievous ones, When will mayn-~
ind be convinced of this, and agree to settle their
differences by arbitration? 82
I thiﬁkziithfyou: th;t y;ur éuak;r rtiel ;
: , ] L bES article {in oppo-
sition to war] is a good one, and that men wilfiin %gme

have sense enough to adopt it, but I fe ‘
not yet come, 83 ’ ' fear that time ie

Perhaps the best known of Philip Frenesu's works is the

poem, "Butaw Springs." In it he voices highest praige for the

heroes of Revolutionary battles, but mar is not charaoterizéd

as heroic ar glorious.'Three stanzes are quoted:

At Butaw Springs the valiant dled:
Their 1imbs with dust are coveréd o'er;
Weep on, ye springs, your tearful tide;
How many herces are no more!

If &n this wreck of ruin, they

- Can yet be thought to claim a tear,

0 smite thy gentle breast, and say
The friends of fresdom sluftber here}

Thou who shalt trace theis bloody plain,
If goodness rules thy generous breast,
Sigh for the wasted rural reigh;
Sigh for the ghepherds sunk to restl 84

Washington delighted in the peaée which finally came to -

the harried States, and on many occasions expressed his de-

gsire for coﬁtinued peace. In a jetter to a friend in France,

he wrote:

For the sake of humanity it is devoutly to be
wished, that the manly employment of agriculture, and
+he humanizing benefits of commerce, would supersede
the waste of war and the rage of conquest; and the
swords might be turned into ploughshares, and the
spears into pruning hooks, and, &b the Beripture ex~
presses it, "the nations learn wal no nore." b

82
83
84
85

the Marquis de Chaste

Ibid., P« 7y 2Lettar to Mrs, Mary Hewson.) Jen.&7,1783.
Tpid., p. 9, (Letter to Dayid Hartley,) Oct. 16,1783,
A'U.Btin. _92. m. '] pc 2260

Washington, ?1 l%ggl. A1, pp. 247-248. (Letter to
ux. '
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In his "Farewell Address," Washington commented in terme of
praise uppnvthe advantages of the plan of union of Btates. The
chief advantage, it seemed to him, was fhe exemption from'the
probability of breoils and ware among themsielves, such as dig«
tressed the countries of Burope. To this advantage, he added
that of freedom from the necessity of "overgrown military es=~
tablishments, which, under any form of government, are inauspi-
cious to liberty, and which are to be regarded as particularly
hostile to republican liberty."86 He urges peace with other
nations, as well as among themselves.

Observe good faith and justice towards all Nations;
cultivate peace and harmony with all, Religion and mor~
ality enjoin this conduct, and can it be that good pol~
icy does not equally enjoin it? 87

In 1803, Thomas Jefferson, "whose passion was peace,"
thus justified the expenditure of public money for the purehase
of Louisiana:

Giving us the sole dominion of the Missippi, it ex-
cludes those bickerings with foreign powers, which we
know of & certainty would have put us at war with
France immediately; and it secures to us the coursee  of
a peaceful nation, 88 :

Jefferson really outlined the military policy which he

later adopted as President, in this passage from the Declata-

tion of Independence. The policy of making the military power
gubordinate to the civil power has been consistently followed

in America. ‘
He [the king] has kept emong ue in times of peace

86 Washington, "Farewell Address," Quoted by @reenlaw,
in The Great Traditiom, p. B4l,

87 Ibid., p. 543,
88 Jefferson, Writings, Vol. VIII, p. 201.
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sﬁﬁnding armies and ships of wer wi e ,
our legislatures. P ) thout the consent of

He has affected to render the military independent
of and superior to the civil power, 89 [The phrase,
ships of war, wgs stricken out by Congress ’

The men quoted in this section = important leaders in the
years of the Revelution, and wise counsellors in the First Years
of the new nation — all hoped sincerely for a long pescs for
America. But, paradox though it seems, the Quakers' pacific

‘principles of justice and equality were to bring an even greater

war in the 1860's.,

PRACTICAL HUMANITARIANIBM,

Prison Reform.

Paipe considered the death penalty murder, and wrong under
any circumstances. In this attitude, he was a true Quaker.
Among his reagons for urging that the life of Louis Capet be
spared, we find this:

Monarchicel governments have trained ths human race,
and inured it to the sanguinary arts and refinements of

punishment.... But it becomes us to be strictly on our
guard against the abominations and perversity of mon-

archical examples: as France has been the first of Eu-
ropean nations to abolish royalty, let her also be the
first to abolish the punishment of death, and te find

out a milder and more effectual substitute. 90
Faine was horvror-stricken at the barbarity of the punish-
ments inflicted upon victims of the law in France -~ and else-
where~— and he wrote much to prove its detrimental effects. In

The Rights of Man, he urges New Republics to "Lay the axe to

the root, and teach governmenis humanity. It ie thelr sanguin-

9
ary governments which corrupt man-kind." 4

89 Jefferson, Writings, Vol. I, pp. 32-33.
90 Paine, ﬂ;iﬁingg, Voi. II, p. 124. (Bpeech delivered in

Paris, 1793.) &
' 91 Ibid,, Vol.II, pp. 295,
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Poor Relief,_

Franklin, like the Quakers, advocated and practised a very
simple conception of Christianity. His idea is stated in a let-
ter to George Whitefield., It is & summary of his philosophy of

humanitarianism;

Your great Master thoughtimuéh::less of these outward
appearances and professions, than many of his modern
disciples. He preferred the dgers of the word, to the
mere hearers,,, and those who gave food to the hungry,
drink to the thirsty, raiment to the naked, entertain-
ment to the stranger, and relief to the sick, though
they never heard of his name, he declares shall in the
last day be accepted. 92 [The Qfker characteristics of
this statement are obvious}

Paine proposed to deal with the problem of poverty "by
means of a ten per cent inheritance tax to provide & fund for
the endowment of the young and the pensioning of the old....
To bring men to realize that society is responsible fbr pPow-
erty, and that its total eradication must be regarded as the
first object of civilization" was his purpose, as it had ali

‘ 93
ways been one of the chief objects of all Quakers.

Anti-BSlavery Agitation.

In view of the many evidences of Quaker influence upon the
life and writings of Franklin, it is not at all surprising to
learn that he took an éctive interest in the welfare of the
Negroes. When a young man, Franklin had not been adverse to
advertising blacks for sale at his print shop; but in his 0ld
age, he declared:

8lavery is such an atroeious debassment of human
nature, that ite very extirpation, if not performed

)

“» 92 Pranklin, Works,
93 Parrington, gp. cit.., Vol. I, p. 339,
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94
with care, may sometime. opentg source of serious evile

Framklin wasg prominently connscted with Ihe Bogiety for
Promoting the Abolition of Slavery and the Relief of Hree

~ Blacks, and was at one time, its president. He drew up & plan

for this 8001ety for the education. moral training, and employw

ment of free Negroes, and suggested that oversight of emancipated

Negroes be made a branoh of the national polige,9®

Paine partly drafted, and signed, the Act of Pennsylvania

abolishing slavery, liarch 1, 1780. This was the first emanci-

pation of Negroes by legislative action in the history of Christ-~

endom.

06 . .
The first essay in Paine's collected Writings was -

publighed in 1774, and was on the subject, "African Slavery

in America." It was an eloquent appeal, as the two following '

passages indicate:

OQur Traders in Men (an unnatural gommodityl) must
know the wickedness of that Slave- Trade, if they st~ "
tend to reasoning, or the dictates of their own heartg.

Whether, then, all ought not immediately -to discon-
tinue and renounce it, with grief and abhorrence?

‘Should not every society bear testimony against it,

and account obstinate persisters in it bad men, enemies
to their country, and exclude them from fellowship.
as they often do for lesser faults? 98 ‘

In 1878, John Jay remarked feelingly on the incensistency

of the American slave trade:

The United Btates are far from being irreproach-
able in this respect. It undoubtedly is very incon=
skstent with their declaration on the subject of humen
rights to permit a single slave to be found withinm
their jurisdiction. 99

94
95
96
97
28
111

Franklin, Works, Vol, 11, pp. Bib-616.
Ibid., Vol. II, pp. 513-814,

Paine, g8, Vol. I, p.3, Editor's note.
Ipid., P. &
Ibia , p. 8.

Tonn Jay, Letter to an Ablition Boolety in England,

1778, Quoted by Stedman, op. git., Vol, IIL, pp. 3R9&330.
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‘ In 1789, Franklin wrote to John Wright, of London, as
follows:

I w%sh success to your endeavors for obtaining an
abolition of the Slave Trade. The epistle from your
Yearly Meeting, for the year 1758, was not the first
sowing of the good seed you mention. {le then gives
several instances of similar earlier action by Friends
in Amerlcaa By these instances it appears, that the
seed was indeed sown in the ground of your profession,
though much earlier than the time you mention, and
its springing up to effect at last, though so late,
is some confirmation of Lord Bacon's observatiog,
that a good motion never dies. 100

From the fore-going quotation, it appears that Franklin
wae familiar with the history of Quaker movemen}s, and that he
gave credit to the Quakers for the agitatioﬁ for abolition at
the close of the eighteenth century.

The paper from which the next guotation is made, was dated
only twenty&four days before his death. The paper was a pre-
tended feview of the arguments of "8idi Mohamet Ibrahim of
Algiers," justifying the custom of the Algerians of making
glaves of the Christians. It was an excellent parody of views

which had just been published by a Mr. Jackson of Georgia.

+e.. The result was.,.. that the Divan came to this
resolution: "The doetrihenthatiplundering.mnd enskav-
ing the Christians is unjust, is at best problemati-
cgl; but that it is the interest of this state to
continue the practice is clear.,"

And since, like motives are like to produce in the
minds of men like opinions and resolutions, may we not
venture to predict that, from this account, that the
petitions to the Parliament of England for abolishing
the slave~trade, to say nothing of other legislatures
and the debates upon them will have a similar conclu-
sion? 101

100 Franklin, Works, Vol. X, p. 403.
101 Franklin: WOggg: Vol. If, p. 521, (A paper in the
FEDERAL GAZETTE, March s, 1790.) ‘
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The poetry of Philip Freneau containe no alluelonms to
slavery, but it 18.a matter of record that he gave freedom to
all his slaves some time before the Emancipation Act of New
Jersey, and continued to Bupport the aged and infirm among
’chem.‘lo2 This action was in close conformity with the general
custom among the Friends.

With reference to his reading of the Declara of Inde~
pendence before it was submitted to Congress, John Adams

once wrote:

1 was delighted with its high tone and the fleghts
of pratory with which it abounded, aspecially that con-
cerning negro slavery, whish though I knew his Jefw:
ferson's Southern brethren would never suffer to pags
in Congress, I certainly never would oppose.... I have
long wondered that thé original draft has not been
published. I suppose the reason isyg the vehemnt phile«
ippic against negro slavery. 103

The "vehement philippic" referred to contained the followin

ing sentence:

Determined to keep open a market where Mén should
be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative
for suppressing every legistative attempt to prohibit
or restrain this éxecrable commerce. 104 ‘

Concerning his bill for emancipation in Virginia, Jeffer-

gon wrote:

It was found that the public mind would not bear:
the proposition, nor will it bear it even at this
day. Yet the day is not distant when it must hear and
adopt 1t, or worse will follow. Nothing is more cer=
tainly written in the bodk of fate than that these
people are to be free. 105

102 Austin, op. gcit., p. 195,

103 A letter to Timothy Pickering, Aug. 6, 182%. Quoted
by Stedman, gp. eit., Vol. III, pp. 204-206,

104 Jefferson, Writings, Vol.I, p. 34.(A copy in fac-
sbmble of the Declaration in its original form, in Jefferson's
handwriting, is in the New Americanized Enoyclopaedis Britts
nica, Vol. VI, pp. 360-&61.

105 Jefferson, Writinge, Vol., I, p., 68,
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‘ SUMMARY

In this chapter, it hes been shown that the principles of
equality, democracy of justice, and freedom of thought, advo~
cated and nurtured by the Friends, had, in the last half of the
elghteenth century, become characteristic of the thought of
Anmerica. These principles were stated over and over by influ-
ential leaders of the people =~ many of whom show in their
writings definite Quaker influence ~ until the ideas were def-
initely formulated, and were recognized everywhere as American
ideas. That these principles should have led to & long‘ahd
bitter war was not only bewildering to the Frienda. and never
quite understood by many of them, but it wasm diatresaing ulao'
to & large majority of all Americans; for a love of peace, and
a profound belief in its practicability were dominant in the
colonies. The war would never have received sufficient support
had it not been considered necessary, as a last resdrt, for
the preservation of the American principles of liberty.

There was a very general feeling that slavery was incon-

sistent with the principles of the Declaration of Independence,

In keeping with the general devotion to the casuse of liberty,
most of the new Btates granted religious freedom and separation
of church and state. Colonists had, for the most part, come
to consider cruel and sanguinary punishuwents for cr%me ae more
in keeping with monarchical governmente than with the spirit
of Jjustice of a republic.

Kquality of persons, democracy of justice, religlous tole
erance, and separation of church and state were all definitely

provided for in the Constitution. Popeibilities of war, and
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problems growing out of slavery, prison managemeny, and poverty,
were left for later generations to consider.
Jefferson, in his first inaugural, stated what he deemed’

to be the essentials of our government. If there were a Quaker

\itiee)
ﬁfcreed, it would probably read much like this summary of Jeffer-

sonian principles of government,which is quoted as a most fit-
ting conclusion to this chapter:

Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatsoever
State or persuasion, religious or political,; peace,
commerce, and honest friendship with all nations, en-
tangling alliances with none; .... absolute acquies-
cence in the decision#s of the majority, the vital prin-
ciple of republics; 106,... the gupremacy of the civil
over the military authority; freedom of religion; free-
dom of the press, and freegom of person under the pro-
tection of the habeas corpus; and trial by furies im-
partially selected. 107

106 Majority rule was enphasized in all Quker meetings,
107 Jefferson,"First Inaugural Address," GQuoted by
Greenlawm in The Great ITradition, pp. 5486-546.




118

'~ CHAPTER V, "
EVIDENCES IN AMBRICAN LITERATURE OF THE FIRST RATIONAL PERIOD

With the adoption of the Constitution and the addition of
the first ten amendments ~ our "Bill of Rights"- the neces-
sity for agitation for separation of church and state disap-
peared. The Constitution recognized the principle of equal
rights, and guaranteed equal justice for all men, and ﬁnenéa-
forth these principles were to dépendl for perpetuation only
upon conformity by the people. Consequently, in early nine-
teenth century literature, there is nothing of note referring
to the principle of separation of church and state; and those
literary productions, which had as their themes the idéas ‘of
equality and justice were, for the most part, in the mature of

11«

grateful appreciation for the blessings of liberty. Huma
tarian interests centered chiefly in anti-slavery agitation.
As the Civil War approached, much literature Wab produced de-
crying war, and urging a peaceful solution of the problem.
Literary references in this chapter are limited, therefore,
chiefly to the principles of equality of persons, democracy

of justice, religious tolerance, love of peace, and f‘regdom

for slaves.

It wag in this period, that so-called transcendentalism
wag introduced into American 1iterature and philesophy. The
form it toak at the hands of Xmerson had many very guakere

1ike characteristics, The & priori idea, ae consldered by
American writers of the period, was similar to the Quaker ldea

of the "inner light," gnd appears to have its origins more

probably in the mysticism of the early Quakers of Rhode Island
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and Pennsylvania than in the Kantian philosophy of Europe,
Woodbridge Riley 'says that "New England Transcendentals
ism was, in many points, only & new name for old ways of

thinking. ,._l Emerson insisted that the term, Trenscendentalism

as used by Immanuel Kant, had been applied by everyone to
philosophies éiniilér to Kant's,’ -— to whatever belonged to the

class of intuitive thought.® "To call his religion Transcer

dentalism," says Canby, "is to disregard Emerson's plain dis-
satisfaction with the term. It was for him only a definition
of his method...., Both the Quakers and Emerson narrowed re-
ligion to,the individual."®

| Thoﬁgh the ideas c‘onsidered in this study sometimes apypear
in the present chapter in more modern garb, they are still the
familiar principles of equality, tolerance, and equal justice,

which had their American beginnings among the Quakers.

EQUALITY OF PERSONB.

Canby has much to say concerning the evidences of Quaker
influence wpon the novels of James Fenimore Cooper. Y Cooper
is the fighting Quaker of American literature," he says, and
adds that he "swung toward democracy, and colored his sociml
philosophy with the ideas of Jefferson."4 Elsewhere, Canby
makes the following comments upon Cooper's writing:

Cooper, in ope part of his soul, was and always
remained a Quaker.... Without thise imprint of a pe-

culiar culture he wopld never have made Natiy Bumpo
or Long Tom Coffin.

Woodbridge Riley, American Thought, p. 155,
Ibid., p. 106, '
Henry Beidel Canby, Clagsic Amerios 154,

Iglid-. Pc 97‘
Tpid., pp. 109~110.

(SR AR Ll
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He [Cooper] was not the Quaker type, and he wai
never consciously Quaker in his professions. But no
man can -escape his youth, especially the ¢hild of a
Quaker. 6

It is not difficult for the reader of the "lLeater=
Btocking Tales" to discover that Natty's Christianity
is rudimentary Quakerism."® 7

Natty is the best Quaker in American literature.8

There are many indications in The Pioneers that“Judge

Temple" is none'other than Cooper's own Quaker father. Cer-
talnly, the canetant working together of the various charac-

ters in The Ploneers. from "Judge Temple" and his friends to.

the hunter and liohegan, w;th their respectful interchange of
beliefs and ideas, is & clear portrayal of the Colonial Quaker
ideas of equality.

Daniel Webster felt that while the principle of free
gowernment waé rmost suited to American enviromnment, it might
flourish in any country. He thus stated this view in his
"Bunker Hill Oration":

OQur history and our condition, all that is gone
before us, and all that surrounds us, authorize the
belief that popular governments,.. may yet, in their
general character, be as durable and permanent as
other systems. We know, indeed, that in our country
any other is impossible. The principle of free gov-
ernment adheres to the American soil. It is imbedded
in it, immovable as its mountains, 9

Fifty years after the signing of the Declaration of Inde-

pendsence, Webster thus sums up the blessings of America:

It cannot be denied ... that with America, and in
America, a new era commences in human affairs. This
ers, 18 distinguished by free representative govermments,
by entire religious liberty... by a newly awaskened and
unconquerahble spirit of free inguiry, and by & diffu-

fbid,, p., 111.

%bi%f’ p. 113,
id.,, p. 114.

Daniel Webster, Works, Vol,I, p. 77.

Do
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fusion of khowledge thHrough the community, stich as
has been before altogether unknown and unheard of,
America,., is inseparably oconnected, fast bound up,
in fortune and in fate, with these great interests, 10
In his "Centennial Oration on Washington," Webster declared
that the understanding of‘liberty which at that time was "flying
over the wholé:egrth" was of American origin. |
Gentlemen, the spirit of human liberty and of free
government, nurtured and grown into strength and beaudy
in Awerica, has stretched ite course into the midst of
the nations.
Bryant wrote of the natural rights of men in his poem,
"The Antiquity of'Freedom." He held that Freedom was “"twin-
born with man," and hence older than tyranny.
. . . . Tyranny himself, 4
Thy enemy, although of reverend look,
Hoary with many years, and far obeyed,
Is later born than thou; and &8 he meets
The grave defiance of thine elder eye,
The usurper trembles in his fastnesses. 12
Emerson's writings are packed with references to the
Wgpirit," or "mind," or "nature," common to all men. From his
Essays , are quoted several passages, which are especially
characteristic of Emerson's "Transcendental™ philosophy. In
each quotation, may be noted the remarkable resemblance to the

idea of the Yinner light" which, to the Quaker, makes all men

equal.

A nation of men will for the first time exist, be-~
cause each belleves himself inspired by the Divine
Boul which also inspires all men. ‘

-~ -

There is one mind common to all individusl mem. Every

10 Webster, Works, Vol,I, p. 148. JFrom s speech in com-
memoration of the lives of Adams and Jefferson.

11l xebater. Worke, Vol. I, p.224.

12 William Cullen Bryant, Poetical Works, p. 200,

13 Ralph Waldo Emerson, "Phi Beta Kappe Address," Quoted
by Greenlaw, in The Great Tradition, p. 2B6,
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man is an inlet to the same and to all of the same.l4

A man shall learn to deteot and watoh thut gleam of
light which flashed across his mind from within, more
than the lustre of the firmament of barde and sages,-D

-Wh;t ;ou; he;rt ;hin;é”i; gr;at 18 great, The
soul's emphasis is alwdys right. 16
-Anddas“; man-is ;qua£ to_thefcharoh, and equal to
the state, so is he equal to every cther man. The dis-
paraties of power in men are superficial. 17
Nowhere is the peralatence of Quaker tralta in Amexican
thought more strikingly evident then in Emerson's Egggyg His
formulation of ‘the idea of the equality. of persons was a re~
statement of the basic principles upon which our democratic
Bociety was fOunded, and wag a challenge to the pe&@ie of the
nineteenth ceéentury to continue courageously to build on those
same principles, Emerson's appeal was made to the cultured
groups, But at the same time, the same kind of philosophy
was actuating theflives‘of people on the frontier and in the
backwoods, where old idéas persisted, much aé old words and
phrases are known to persist in iédlated communities. The
ideas of equality of persons, and equel justice, were the foun-
dation of the theory of Jacksonian democracy, which scorned
the service of trained statesman.®
Towards the middle of the century, men began to criticize
the complacency of America as she looked back upon past a-
chievements. Lowell was one of those who ineisted that free-

dom is not etatic, but must be established anew by each genera-

14 Hmerson, Esgaye, p., 1. ("History.")
16 Ibid., p. 28, "Self-Reliance."K

16 Ibid., p. 90, ("Spiritual Laws.")

17 Ipid., p. 398. ("Few England Reformers.,")

18 JYor & charscterization of Jacksonian demooracy, 8ee

James and Sanford, American History, p. 297.
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We are noét free: doth Fréedor, then, conslipt

In musing with our faces toward the Past,

While petty cares, and crawling interests, twist
Their spider-threads about us, which at last
Grow strong as iron chains, to cramp and bind

In formal narrownses, heart, soul, and mind?
Freedom is recreated year by year,

In hearts wide opén on the Godward side,

In souls calm-cadenced as the whirling sphere,
Ifi minds tHat sway the future like a tide.

The esséntial equality of men is the central thought of
Lowell's "The Vision of 8ir Launfal," The "eaxl's" recognition
of this principle is the theme of the concluding lines:

The meanest soul on 8ir Launfal's land

Has Hall and bower at his ocommand;

And there's no pocr man in the Forth Countﬁge
But is lord of the earldom as much as he.

Whittier, the Quaker poet, sang oftem of the blessings and
virtues of democracy and equality. In his poem, ﬁDamccracy.?
he wrote:

‘Beneath thy broad, impartial eye,

How fade the lines of caste and birth!
How equal in their guffering lie

The groaning multitudes of earth! 2l

Fquality as the sound basis of government is the theme of
Whittier's poem, "The Poor Voter On Blection Day."

The proudest now is but my peer,
The highest not more high;
Today, of all the weary year,
A king of wmen anm I.
Today, alike are great and small,
The nameless and the known,;
My palmce is the people’'s hall,
The ballot-box my thvone!

Today shall simple mannood try
The strenght of gold and land;
The wide wokld has not wealth tgg
The power in my right hand! **

19 James Russell Towell, Poeticel dorks, p. 48.
21 John Greenleaf Whittier, Combieta Fogtical ¥g
22 Ibid., p. 494.
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Similar in theme is this stanza from "Mhe Last Walk in
Autumn" : -
Home of my heart; to me more faif
Than gay Versatlles or Windsor's halls,
The Painted, shingly town-house where
The freeman's vote for Fréedom falls! 23
The spread of Ameriean ideals of freedom ig shown in
Whittier's stirring poem, "The Kansas Immigrants":
We cross the prairie as of old
The pilgroms crossed the sea,
To make the West, as they the Hast,
The homestead of the free!
We're flowing from our native hills
As our free rivers flow:
The blessing of our Mother<land
Is on us as we go. 24
Herman Melville's Moby Digk is full of objective allusions
to Guakerism. The whaling ship sails from Nantucket, an old
Quaker community long famous for its connection with the whal-
ing industry. The o0ld Nantucket names of Collin and Btarbuck
are prominent in the tale. "Captain Ahab"uses the Quaker terms
of address, "thee" and "thou," when speaking to any of the
crew. But more prominent then any of these objective allusions
is the subjective quality -- the recognition of the egual
worth of men,'irrespective of race, birth, or position. The
character reéeiving highest praise from the author is "Quee-
queg," a tattooed harpooner from the South Sea Islands. In
the following passage, the individual worth of the harpeoner
receives chief emphesis, but it is of interest to note alwmo

the allugion to the Guaker cistom of remaining covered in the

presence of titled persons,

23 Ibid.,p. 205,
24 Ibid.,p. 419,
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No dignity in whaling?® .... No more} Drive down
your hat in the presence of the Czar, and take it off
to Queequeg! No more! I know & man that, in his life-
time, has taken three hundved and fifty whales, I ac-
count that man more honorable than thet great captain
of antiquity who boasted taking as many towns, 256

In deseribing the sperm-whale, "Moby Dick," the "I* of the
storyApresents his philosophy of intuitions, ﬁhich others might
have named the "over-soul," or the "imper light.¥

Andbhow nobly it raises our conceit of the mighty,
misty monster, to behold him solemnly sailing through
a oalm, tropical sea; his vast, mild head overhung by

- & canopy of vapor... glorified by a rainbow, as if
Heaven itself hdd put a seal wpen his thoughts. ... And
8o, through all the thick mist of the dim doubts in my
mind, divine intuitions now and then shoot, enkindling
my fog with a heavenly ray. 26 L

That the great humanitarian, Abraham Lincoln, with his de-
votion to the principles of equality, justice, and tolerance,
and his distress in the face of war, should have been. of Quaker
stock, is not at all surprising. His ahcestors, who were Guak-
ers, went from Berks Couniy, Pennsylvania, to Virgini@, His
parents were born in \/'irg:lniaa..z7 By the time the family had
reached Kentucky, the Quaker externals had apparently worn
away. However, Lincoln's speeches and letters reveal much of
subjective Quakerism. That a recognition of the principle of
equality is essential in our democratic government, is ex- ..
rressed in this passage from a speech by Lincoln:

Thet "central idea" in our political public opinien
at the beginning was, and until recently has continued
to be, "the equality of man," And although it has al-
ways submitted patiently to whatever of inequality
there semmed to be ag a matter of actual neeeﬁﬁ;hy.’;ta
constant working has been a s@egdy progreas toward the
practical equality of all men, 28

25 Herman Melville, Moby Digk, p. 100,

26 Ibid., p., 346,

27 Abraham Lincoln, Complete Woxks, Vol. I, p. 696,
28 Ibid., Vol., I, p. 2&b.




DEMOCRACY OF JUSTICE.
Whittier was fond of re~telling in his poeme the talee of

Quaker sufferings which he had heard or read when he
child,

WaE &
Many of these poems deal with the gross injustices suf-
fered by the veéry early Quakers at the hands of the Hapsachu~-
setts magistrates. In YThe Exiles," Wnittier gives a graphic
account of the escape of Thomas Moy and his wife to Nantucket,
when the pariah authorities would have punished them for giv~
ing shelter to & banished Quaker. 29 The poem, "Cassandrsa
Southwick,"is the account of the steadfastness of that heroe
ine in the face of Governor IEndicott's order for her sale to
pay her fines for being a Quaker. 30 In another narrative poem,
"How the Women Went From Dover," Whittier describes the rank
injustice of the frequent whippings of Guakers in B&rl& Basue~-
cﬂ:usetts. The poem is a dramatic account of the wayin which
many of the Quaker women were "whipped at the cart's tail”
through the towns and out of the province.
Lowell often pleaded for absolute equality ef‘juatiae.
In the stanza which follows, he pointed out the pervesive-
ness of the wrong of unequal justice: | |
He's true to God Who's true to man; Wherever wrong
is done,
To the humblest and the weakest, 'neath the all-
beholding sun, :
That wrong 18 also done o us; and they are slaves
most base,

Whoge love of right is fovr thempelves, wnd not for
gll their race, &8

20 ¥nittier, Qompletq Postlon
50 1 d-, ppn 35‘273
pp. 47449, o
Bishop, 2D _C_j“l.' PP, 1A .
55 “Towell, Poetical Worke, p. 83,
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The same idea is found in this passsge from "The Present
Crisig”:

Yor mankindiare one in spirit, and an instinet bears
- along

Round the earthlsfelectrio_aircle, the swift flash
of right or wrong;

Whether congscious or unconscious, yet Humanity's

S - vést frame :
Through its ocean-sundered fibres feels the gush of
‘ A Joy or shame; ' N

In the gain or loss of one race, all the rest have

equal claim, 33

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE,

Washington Irving, in his essay, "English Writers on Amer-
ica," advocates that broad liverality which many Americans of
his time held, not only towards religious opinions of othéra.
but also towards all differing opinion., The influence of the
religious tolerance of the fuakers was bearing fruié in the
nineteenth century in a tolerance of philosophies and politi-~
cal opinions as well. Irving's attitude is shown in this
passage:

Opening, too, as we do, an asylum for strangerse
from every portion of the earth, we should receive
all with impartiality. It should be our pride to ex-
hibit an example of one nation, at least, destitute of
national antipathies, and exercising not merely the
overt acts of hospitality, but those more rare and
noble courtesies which spring from liberality of
opinion. 44

When, in Cooper's The Pioneers, the landlady, the Judge,
and Marmaduke discuss the new minister's preaching, they re-

veal the Quaker attitude toward hired minieters and prepared

sermons, 55 Their tolerance of other views is apparent, aleo,

33 Lowell, op. git., p. 68.
34 Washington Irving, The gketch Book, . 104.

3b Bee appemdix, p.l82.
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bit from their conversation:

"How can & man stand up and be !
pr'aching his word
whe; ailtphgttheiis aaging is written down, and he ié
a8 much tie ¢ 1% a#g 1lver a thaving dra n wal to
the picketg?" § cragoon was %o
."Well, well," cried Marmaduke,.. "there is enough
Baid; as Mr. Grant told us, there are different senti-

ments on such subjects, and in my opinion he spoke
most sensibly." 36

Daniel Wabaier, in the course of his Bunker Hill Q;QLLQB*

pronounced thid epigram:

If the true spark of civil and religious 1ibeity
be kindled, it will burn. Human agency cannot extin-
guish it. 37

The sort of religious liberty which Webster himself ad-

vocated ig indicated in a letter to Reverend Louis Dwight, in

which he wrote:

You are pleased to ask whether, in my judgment,
Chrigtians can, with a good cenmoience, imprison [for
debt] either other Christians, of infidels., He
would be very little of a Christian, I think, who
gshould make a difference, in such a case, and be
willing to use a degree of severity towards Jew or
Greek which he would not use towards one of his aqwn
faith., &8

Canby, like many other students of Nathaniel Hawthorne's

writings, $hinks that Hawthorne deeply diaayproved of the Pure

itanism which he portrayed. "Think of Hawthorne, then," writes

Canby, "as a man conditioned by Puritanism, though guite free

from its theology and skeptical of its athical code."5% In the

opiniop of many careful students, Hewthorne's tales of New

England 1ife were a protest against the harshness and intol=

erance of the Puritanism existing in his own day, as well ae

56
37
38
39

Jemes Fenimore Cooper, The Pioneers, p. 186.
Webster, Worke, Vol. I, p. 7b.

Ibid., Vol., VI, p. 534.

Canby, op. oit., p. 233,
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in the times in which he wrote, Hawthorne téddk a melancholy
interest in revealing the blight fastened upon the potential
happiness of the new generation by the grim Calviniem of older
generations. There ie practically nothing of Quakerism in any
of Hawthorne's writings, and there is much reference to intol-
erance of all sorts. There is an atmosphere of dull heaviness -
in all his tales of NewwEngland life. But the reader may dis-
cern between the lines the author's plea for a broader view, a
kindlier feeling, and a sympathetic tolerance, as the best
guarantees of happiness for future generations.

Longfellow felt that so far as intolerance existed, so
far Christianity did not exist. One of his "Poetic Aphorisms"
summarizes his view:

Lutheran, Popish, Calvinistic, all
~these creeds and doctrines three

Extant are; but still the doubt is,
where Chrimstianity may be. 40

Whittierls disapproval of "The Preacher" reflects also the

Quaker attitude of tolerance:

Thus he,— to whom, in the painful stress

Of zeal on fire with its own excess,

Heaven seemed Bo vast and earth so small

That man was nothihg, since God was all, -~

Forgot, a8 the best at times have done,

That the love of the Lord and of man are one. 41

The conscientious tolerance of the early Quakers is the

theme of these mtanzas from Wnittier's "The Pennsylvania Pil-
grims":

Gathered from many sects, the Quaker brought
His old beliefs, adjusting to the thought
That moved his squl the oreed his fathers taught,

40 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, EPoems, p. 1@0.(?Cre$&m.“)
Preacher . "figfersnce

41 Whittier, gp. git., p. 98, |
is to the preaching of Wnitefield,)




126

Por soul touched soul; the spiritusl treasure trove

Mede all men equal, none ¢ould rise above

Nor sink below the level of God's Love, 42

lshmael, the “I" of Moby Dick, says that he was "born and
bred in the bosom of the infallible Pregbyterian Chureh." The
reader wonders, hQWeveT, if this statement 4% not an example
of extreme literary license, when he reads Ishmsel's line of
reasoning with regard to Queequeg's worship. Queegueg had in-
vited Ishmael to unite with him in the worship of his wooden
idol. At first, Ishmael felt the shock of recoil, but soon
reasoned thus: ‘

But what is worship?-- to do the will of God -~
that is worship. And what is the will of God? — to
do to my fellowman what I would have my fellowman do
to me -~ that is the will of God. 43 ¥ow Queequeg is
my fellowman. And what do I wish this Queequeg would
do to me? Why unite with me in my particular Preshy-
terian form of worship. Consequently, I must unite
with him in his., 44 ’

One may question whether this were not unusual generosity
even in the most generous of tolerant men. However, Thoreau
expresses the same idea in his M#dnseWbodsy With reference to
the religion of his Indian guide:

It is suggested, too, [by kife in the woodﬂ that
the same exXperience always gives birth to the same sort
of helief or religion. One revelation has been made to
the Indian, another to the white man.... I am not sure
but all that would tempt me to teach the Indian my re-
ligion would be his promise to teach me his. 4«

Thoreau writes in a similar vein in Wglden, though in the
rassages quoted he refers to télerance in other lines of thought

a8 well as in religion:

42 Wnittier, gp. cit., p. 146, (The poem is a tribute to
Paestorius, first Guaker prescher of Germantown, Pennsylvania,)

43 The Gg%dgg Rule was the only creed accepted by Quakers.

44 Melville, Moby Dick, pp. 4B~48.

45 Henry David Thoreau, Ihe Maine Woods, p. 248.
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These same questions that.distubb and puzale and
confound us have in their turn Q@uurrédftg;aliﬁthe wise
men; not one has been omitted; and each hus angwered
them, according to his ability, by his words and his
1ife. lMoreover, with wisdom, we shall learn liberality%s

- - - - -

Let us settle ourselves, and work and wedge our feet
qowpwaxd?thrqugh the mud and slush of opinion, and pre-
Judice, and tradition, and delusion, and sppearance,
tha@walluvion which covers the globe, through Paris and
London, through New York and Boston and Concord, through
church and state, through poetry and philosophy and re-
ligion, till we come to a hard bottom and rocks in place,
which we can mall reality, 47 |

¢ .
- - - - -« - - - -

Why concern ourselves so much about besns for sged,
and not be concerned at all about a new generation of
men?.... Here comes such a subtile and ineffable guality,

for instance, as truth or justice, though the slightest
amount or new variety of it, along the road, Our am-
bassadors should be instructed to send home such seeda
a8 these, and Congress help to distribute them over all
the land, 48 |

Boynton interprétd Holmes's popular account of the éﬁdden
dissolutioh of YThe Deacon's Master-piece; or the Wonderful
One-Hoss Shay," written in 1858, as & satirical comment upon
the final and complete collapse, before the meeting-hduse} Sf
the Calvinistic doctrine as expounded by Jonathan Edwardqgwgﬁp
may assume that Holmes considered that while "logic is logic"
with each part an essential unit in the wiole, yet the whole
could, and did, crumble at once. The poem is & satire upon
"logical," but intolergnt Calviniem,

LOVE OF PEACE.
Without expressing either approval or condemnation of

warfare, Irving explaine the lure that warfare holds:

46 Thoreau, Walden, p. 170,
47 Ibido 3 p. 153-
48 Ibid., p. 206.
49 Percy'H. Boynton, ed., Amerig
Holmes, Complete Poetical Works, p

ry, p. 669;011iver .,
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That chivalrous courage vhich induces us to despise
the suggestions of prudence, and to rush in the face of
certain danger, is the offspring of soclety, and pro=-
duced by education..., It hes been the theme of Bpirite-
stirring song and chivalrous story. The poet and min-
strel have delighted to shed round it the splendors of
flctlon.... Triumphs and gorgeous pageants have been
its rewardg monuments, .. have been erected to perpet-
ugtg & nation's gratitude and admiration, Thus arti-~
ficially excited, courage has risen to an extraordinary
and factitious degree of heroism: and arrayed in all
the glorious "pomp and circumetance of war,"this turbu-
lent quality has even been able to eclipse many of those
quiet, but invaluable virtues, which silently ennoble
tpe human character, and gwell the tidecof human hap-
piness.

Cooper, in The Pioneers, describes the deference shown to

military men in other parts of the world, and follows with this

remark, which was expressive of the general thought in America

at the time, with regard to the relative importance of the mil-

itary and the civil power:

Such, and at no very distant period, was the respect
paid to the military in these Btates, where now, hap-
pily, no symbol of war is ever seen, %nless at the free
and fearless voice of their people. 5

One of the frequently recurring ideas in Bryant's poetry

is that of a deep love of peace, with liberty and freedom., In

the long poem, "The Ages," Bryant honors the America of 1822,

There is preaent in the passage quoted, the typical gratitude

of Americans of the time, for the fate that had placed them

here rather than in other lands,

Here the free spirit of menkind, at length,.
Throws ite last fetters off; and who shall place
A limit to the giant's unchained stirength,

Or curb his awiftness in the forward race?

L] + - L] L] L] ’ » L3

50 Washington Irving, Ihe Bketeh Book, pp. ?§l~36ﬁ.
51 James Fenimore Cooper, The Figneers, p. <3,
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- Burope 15 given a prey to sterdet fates, |
4nd writhes in shackles; strong the arms that %hain
To sarth her struggling mialtitude of gstates, O%

A similar theme is found in the "Ode for an Agricultural
Celebration," written the next year: |

The proud throne shall crumble,
The diadeém shall wane, ~

The tribes of earth shall humble
The pride of those who réign;

~ 4Ahd War shgll lay his fomp away; =

The fame that hertes cherish,

The glory earned in deadly fray
Bhall fade, decay, and perish. 63

- In his poem, "After a Tempest," Bryant compares the quiet
after the storm with the world peace that may be:

I looked, and thought the quiet of the scene

An emblem of the peace that yet shall be,

When o'er earth's continents, and isles between,

The noise of war shall cease from sea to sea,

And married nationssdwell in harmony;

When millions, crouching in the dust to one,

No more shall beg their lives on bended knes,

Nor the black stake be dressed, nor in ths sun

The o'erlabored gaptive toil, and wish his' life
were done, °4

Emerson praised the herdtsm of peace above the heroism
of war. To thousands of early Quakers, his words in ﬁhe;fol-
lowing passége from the essay, "heroism," would havé paa & deep
significance, Living in peace for a ptinciple had often re~
quired of them a higher courage than that of the soldier.

Let him hear in season that he is born into & state
of war, and that the dommonweslth and hip own well-
being require that he should not go dancing in the
weeds of peace, but warned, self-colleocted, and nelther
defying nor dreading the thunder, let him take both
reputation and life in his hand, and with perfect ur=

banity, dare the gibbet, and the mob by the absolute

20 .

52 William Cullen Bryant, Pgetigal ¥
53 Ib L) po 46!
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truth of his speech and the rectitude of his behavicr?5
James Russell waell,‘in,"The Bigelow Papers," Voioeé;thia
bit of inimitable satire, the popular disapproval of the Mexe

ican War:

Ez fer war, I callit murder,—

~ There ye hev it plain an' flat;
I don't want to go no furder
.. Than my Testyment fer that;
God hez sed so plump and fairly,

. It's ez long az it is broad,
“An' you've gut to git up early

Ef you want to take in God,

Ef you take a sword an' dror it,
An' go stick a feller thru,

Guv'ment aint to answer for it,
God'll send the bill to you.

Call me coward, call me traitor,
Jest ez suits your mean idees,
Here 1 stand a tyrant-hater, _
An' the friend o' God an' Peace! b6

Melville used characteristic Quaker phraseology ag he
satitized military glory in this pointed defense of the whale~
men:

Doubtless one leading reason why the world déclinea
honoring us whalemen, is this: they think that, at
best, our vocation amounts to a butchering sort of

business.... Butchers we are, that is true. But butech-~
ers also, and butchers of the bloodiest badge, have

been all martial coggandera whom the world invariably
delighta to honor,

Nothing could better desoribe the combination of Quaker
devotion to the principles underlying the Civil War, with thﬁif
abhorrence of war itself, than this stanza from Whittier's
"Brown of Ossawotomie":

Pewish with him the folly that seeks through evil good!
Long live the generous purpose unstained with human blood!

55 Ralph Waldo Emerson, Essays, pp. 151-163.
b6 James Russell Lowell, op. cit., p. 174,
57 Herman Melville, Moby Dick, p. 97.
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Not the rald of midnight terror, but the thought b
Not the underlies; ea ‘r’f » but the thought which
0 e borderer's pride of dari e "
sacrifice, §8 aring, but the Christian

The hope of the Friends, that abolition might be secured
without war, is shown again in Whittier's "Expostulation®:

Rise now for Freedom! not in strife
Like that your sterner fathers BGW,

The .awful waste of human kife,

The glory and the guilt of war:

But break the chaing, the yoke remove,
And smite to earth Oppression's rod,
With those mild arms of Truth and L°§ )
UYade mighty through the living God! 8

In "Amy Wentworth," Whittier arouses our sympathy for the
distress of Quakg?s in war-timei o

Nursed in the faith that Truth alone is strong
In the endurance which outwearies Wrong,

With meek persistance baffling brutal force,

And trusting God against the universe, «-

We, doomed to watch a strife we may not share
With other weapons than the patriot's prayer,
Yet owning, with full hearts and moistened eyes,
The awful beauty of self- sacrifice,....... 60

Thoreau gives us a delightfully satirical account of &
battle between black ants and red ants, as it was staged before
his door at Walden. He describes in particular, the struggle

between two individuals:

I was myself excited vwesomewhat even a8 if they had
been men., The more you think of it, the less the differ~
ence. And certainly there is not the fight recordeg in
Concord history, at least, if in the history of America,
that will bear a moment's comparison with this,... For
numbers and for carnage it was an Austerlitz or Dres~
den. Concord fight!l.... There was not one hireling there,
I have no doubt that it was a principle they fought for,
as much as our ancestors, and not to avoid a three-
penny tax on their tea; and the results of this battls
will be as important and memorable to those whom it

58 Whittier, %3. git., p. R68,
59 ;bign ] pt Bﬁb
60 ZIbid., p, 106.
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concerns as those of the battle of Bunker Hill, at
least.... The battle which I witneased took place in
the presidency of Polk, five years before the passage
of Webster's Fugitive Slave Bill. 61

In the poem, "The Arsenal at Springfield," Longfellow is
moved to thoughts on the futility of war:

Were half the power, that fills the world with terror,
Were half the wealth, bestowed on camps and courts,
Given to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no need of arsenals and forts, 62

This prophecy of the horrors of future WArs - but tempered
by hope -~ is found in Bryant's "The Bong of the Sower," writ-
ten in 1859:

And realms, that hear the battle-cry,
Shall sicken with dismay;

And chieftans to the war shall lead

Whole nations, with the tempest's speed,
To perish in a day;~—

Till man, by love and mercy taught,

Shall rue the wreck the fur% wrought,
And lay the sword away! 63

FRACTICAL HUMANITARIANISHM,

Prison Reform.

The cause of prison reform found very little literary ex-
pression in the first national period of our literary history.
Whittier and Lowell were its chief exponents, as they wrote
againet the evils of capital punishment and imprisonment for
debt, The Quakers had always worked consistently against both
evils, and had attempted to abolish them altogether in Penn-
sylvania.

In 1830, Webster declared that "Imprisonment for debt, as

84
it is now practised, is, in my Judgment, a great evil."

61 Thoreau, Wglden, pp. 3568 and 860, )

62 Henry Wadeworth Longfellow, Poems, D. IOA.p ‘

63 William Cullen Bryant, Poetical Works, p. 245, Koy

64 Daniel Webster, Works, Vol.VI, p. 534, (Letter to Rev.
Louis Dwight.)
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Emerson's dictum on capital punishment is often quoted in

favor of mild ¢riminal codes: "If you make the criminal code

sanguinary, juries will not conviet." 65

The next quotation, from Whittier's "The Gallows," is& an
excellent summafy of the Quakers' idea of prison reformﬁ

Thank Ged{ that I have lived to mee the time
When the great truth begins at last to find
An utterance from the deep heart of mankind,
Harnest and clear, that all Revenge is Crime,
That man 1s holier than a creed, that all
Restraint upon him must consult his good,
Hope's sunshine linger on his prison gall;
And Love look in upon his solitude. 6

The tragic inequality of justice in imprisonment for debt
is the theme of the next selection quoted from Whittier:

What has the gray-haired prisoner done?
Has murder stained his hands with gore?
Not Bo; his crime's a fouler one;

God made the old man poor!

Down with the law that binds him thus!
Unworthy freemen, let it find
No refuge from the withering curse

Of God and human-kind! 67

Upon reading Wordsworth's "Sonnets in Defense of Capital
Punishment," Lowell offered a rebuke to all poets who could
take such a position. A stanza follows:

A poet cannot strive for despotism;

His harp falls shattered; for it still must be
The instinct of great spirits to be free,

And the sworn foes of ounning barbarism:

He who has deepest searched the wide abysm

Of that life-giving Soul which men call fate,

Knows that to put more faith in lies and gﬁte

Than truth and love is the true athelsm. ~°

It is possible to gather from the passage quoted, that
there wug s growing feeling for prison reform, at least to the

€5 THmerson, Bapays, p. 63, ("Compensation, ")

66 Whittier . oit., p. 466. ’
67 Ibid., p: %gﬁ. "The Prisoner for Debt,")

68 ZLowell, op. cit., p. 23.
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extent of abolishing impriaonment for debt, and of limiting
the application of capital punishment. |
Poor Relief.,

Among literary men of the first national period, Lowell
was the chief‘champion of the poor. He is the only writer of
the period from whoaé works qubfations are given here. _Lowell
wag very much like the Quakers in his insistence that poverty io
is a fault of society, more than of the indiﬁidual. The first
quotation is from an apostrophe to "Hunger and Cold,"

Bolt and bar the palace door;

While the mass of men are poor,

Naked truth grows more and more

o Uncontrolled; -

You had never yet, I guess,

Any praise for bashfulness,

You can visit sans court-dress
Hunger and Cold!

God has plans man must not spoil,
Yome were made to starve and teil,
Some to share the wine and oil,
We are told:
Devil's theories arethese,
Stifling hoepe and love and peace,
Framed your hideous lusts to please,
Hunger and Cold!

Scatter ashes on thy head,
Tears of burning sorrow shed,
Earth! and be by Pity led
To Love's fold:
Ere they block the very door
With lean corpses of the poor,
And will hush for naught but gore,
Hunger and Cold! 69

A plea for sympethetic sharing -~ a practical humaniter-
ianism rather then mere alme-giving -— 1B made in these famil~

jar selections from "The Vielon of Sir Launfal®:

69 Lowell, op. cit., pp. 6162,
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The leper: raiaed not the gold ‘from the dust,,
"Better to me "the poor man's’ orust, k
‘Better the blessing .of thé poor, =
Though I ‘turn me empty from his door;
That is no true alms which the hand can hold‘
He gives only the worthless gold
Who gives from a sense of duty;
But he who gives but ‘s ‘sleénder mite,
And gives to that which id out of sight,
' 'That thread of the all-gustaining Bajufﬁ‘ R
Which runs through all and doth all unlte.3-7w?d”
The hand cannot- clasP the wholé of his alms,
The heart outstrétches ity eager palms,
- For a God goes with it and makes it store -
To a soul that was starving in darkness before. 71

Not vihat we give but'what“we shafé, ' ‘
For the gift without the giver is bare;

Who gives himsedf with his alme feeds three,
Himseif. his hungering neighbor, end me. 7

Anti-Slavery gitation.
Many historians give to the Quakérs the firat place among

those whose persistent efforts finally culminsteéd in the HEmanci-

pation Proclamation. It was but natural that the high idealism

of the Abolition movement shduld‘have appealed to the poets and
essayists of that period. A large'amOumt of literature on the
evils of slavery was produced in the two decades preceding the
Civil War., The passages quoted in this section are but samples
to show the nature of the whole. ; |

Webster's attitude towards slavery often seemed to bethat
of political expedieqcy. But from time to time, his personal
feeling of moral opposition was clearly put. In 1848, he made
the following statement in the Senate, with reference to the
exclusion of slavery from the Territoeries:

I have made up my mind, for one, that under no eir-

70 There is added meaning in these kines when they are
explained on the basie of a ocommon “inner light," which estabs
liphes universal brotherhood.

71 Lowell, op. cit., p. 109.

72 Ibid., p. 11l.
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cumstances will I consent to the further externsion

of the area of slavery in the United States, or to the
further increase of slave répresentation in the House
of Representatives, S

Webster commended the Friends fpr the method they were pur-
suing in their efforts to secure a general emancipation,

No people are moreopposed to slavery than the people
of Pennsylvania. We know, especially, that that great
and respectable part of her population, the Friends,
have borne their teatimﬂny againgt it from the first.
Yet they create no excitement; they seek not te over-
throw or undermine the Constitution of their Country.

There is a direct echo of Woolman 8 preaching in this
line from Emerson' s “"Compensation":

If you put a chain around the neck of a slave,,the,
other end fastens itself around your own. -

Very often, writers appealed first of all to the emotions
of the readers. An example i# the haunting tragedy of "The
African Chief," by Bryant, which begins,

Chained in the market- plaoe he stocd,
Aiman of gilant frame,

Amid the gathering multitude 6
That shrunk to hear his name. '

In Longfellow's "The Warning," is sounded a note very fre-

quently heard from the time of Woolman to the Civil War:

There is a poeor, blind Bamson in this land,
Bhorn of his strength, and bound in bonds of steel,

Who may, in some gréim revel, raise his hangd, ‘
And shake the pillars of this Commonwealth,

Till the vast Temple of our liberties
A shapeless mass of wreck and rubbish lies. 77

In 1836, Whittier became seoretary of the American Anti-

Slavery Bociety. His poems had a wonderful effect upon North-

73 Webster, Worke, Vol. V, p. 812,
74 lbid., Vol. VI, p. 861,
76 Emerson, Ipsayp, p. 69.

76 Bryant, Pgegégg; Yorks, p. 101,
77 Longfellow, Poems, p. 69.
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ern public oplnion. and he was i@fluential in the formation of
the new Republican party in 1864.75 Partioularly powerful in
their influence were hise p@ema, “Farawell of & Blave Mother,"
and "“The BrandedHand " The flrst began as followa:

Gone, gone, -~ sold and gone,

. To the rice-swamp dank and lone.
Where the slave-whip ceaselees ewings,
Where: the noisesome insect stings,
Where the fever demon stirews ‘
Foison with the falling dews,

Where the sickly sunbeams glare
Through the hot and misty air;
Gone, gone,~ so0ld and gone,
To the rice-swamp dank and lone,
From Virginia's hills and waters:
Woe is me, my stolen daughters!s 79

"The Branded Hand" was written to honor a man whose right
hand had been branded with the letters, S5.8.,(Blave Stealer) as
punishment for assisting a fugitive slave. One stanza is
quoted.

Then 1ift that manly right—hand bold ploughman of

the wave,
Itse branded palm shall prephecy, "Balvation to the

Slavel"

Hold up ites fire-wrought language, that whoso reads: .
may feel

His heart swell strong within him, his sinews change
to steel.

It ie hardly necessary to mention the influence of Harriet

Beecher Stowe's novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin, so well known is this

work., The Quaker ideal of freedom had its strongest anti-glave
ery chempion in her. Thie tribute from the pen of Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes shows how widespread was the effect of her novel:

Know her! Who knows not Uncle Tom
And her he learned his gospel from

78 A.B.Hart, Bourge Book
79Whittier, op. it., p.
80 Ibid., p. 394.
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Has rever heard of Moses;
Full well the brave black hand we ‘Frnow
That gave to freedonm's grasp the Xoe
That killed the weed that used g grow
Among the Bouthern roses, g

| Thoreau shqwaia trq;thugker method of resistance to un-
just laws, in th;s,little‘storynfrom Walden:

One afternoon... when I went to the village to get
a shoe from the cobbler's I way seized and ‘pat into -
Jail, because... I did not pay a tax to, or recognize
the authority of, the state which buys and sells men,
women, and children, like cattle at the door of its
senate-house.... It is true, I might hate resisted
forcibly with more or less effect, might have run "amok"
against society; but I preferred that society should
run "amok" against me, it being the desperate part‘y.,a2

Following is a bit of satirical propoganda from The Bige-

low Pavpers:

I du believe in Freedom's cause,
Ez fur away ez Payris is;
I love to see her stick her olaws
In them infarnal Phayrisees;
It's wal enough dgin a king -
To dror resolves and triggers,— -
But libbaty's a king o' thing ' .
Thet don't agree with niggers, 83

Lowell's "Stanzas on Freedom" had unmeasured influerice for
emancipation, and continues to be an effective spur for flag-(
ging patriotigm. The most frequently quoted passage fullqwg:ﬁ

Is true freedom but to break
Fetters for our own dear sake,

And, with leathern hearts, forget
That we owe mankind a deby?

They are slaves who fear to spesak
For the fallen and the weak;

They are slavee who will not choose
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse,

4.6 50 CeLl 081 lorks, D 415,

81 Oliver‘Weadell Holmegé8 uple ,

82 Thoreau, Walden, p. 268, o o

83 Lowell,’nggic&i Works, p« 192, ("The Phous Bditor's
Creed," in The Bigelow Papers, No, 6,)
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Rather than in silence shrink

From the truth they needs must think;
They are slaves who dare riot be" '
In the right with two or three. 84

Of similar effect was !The Preaent Grisis,” the spirit of
which is shown in thie excerpt:

~And the slave, where'er he cowers. feels the soul
within him climb

To the awful verge of manhéod, as the energy sublime

Of & century bursts full- blossemed on the thorny
stem of Time,

Two quotations, only, from Lincéln on the subject of slav-
ery are given here. But they are‘suffidient to ghéwyhe aort
of anti-slavery doctrine he was cqhgtaptlypreaehing\in all his
speeches and letters. The first ié‘f#om_a letter to George
Robertson, written in 1855; and the aeeond iéffrom‘a spéeqh
delivered at Springfield two years 1ater. |

When we were the political slaves of King George,
and wanted to be free, we called the maxim that "all
men are created equal" a self-evident truth, but now
when we have grown fat, and have ‘lost 'all dread of-
being slaves ourselves, we have hecome so greedy to
be masters that we call the same maxim "a self-evident
lie." The Fourth of July has not quite dwindled away; 86
it is still a great day - for burning fire-crakers!!!

In my opinion, it w111 not cease [hgitation against
slavery] until a cerisis shall have been reached and
passed. "A house divided against itself cannot stand."
I believe this government cannot endure permanently

half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to
be digsolved — I do not expect the house to fall -

but I do expect it will cease to be div%ded. It will

become all one thing or all the other.

84 Lowell, Poet Yoxks, p. B6,

85 Ibid., p. 67. (It wus energy of more than s century.
The first protest against elavery in America wae made by Ger-
man-Town Friends in 1688, )

86 Abraham Lincoln, ggmg$%ﬁg Worke, Vol. I, p. 216,

87 Ibid.,Vol. I, p. 240. (This famous declaration is in
keeping with the long-established maxim of Quaker meetings --
"There must be unity among Friends.")
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- SUMMARY .

In this chapter, the persistence of the Quaker ideals of
equality of persons, democracy of justice, religious tolerance,
and practioél huménitarianism have been traoed’thfough American
literature frdm 1800 toj1860 A atﬁdy of the literature of
that period shows that Americe femt deeptgy&&itude for her blea~
sings of liberty, and belie#ed that other nations wished to
emulate her example. The grim austerity of seventeenth and
eighteenth century Puritanism was giving way to a growing re-
ligious tolerance, and to a tolerance of polltlcal and sciene
tific opinion as well. In the fifth decade of the period,
many writers were ffantidally urgihg a peaceful solutiohkof %
the slave problem and its resulting econonin problems; but
despite the general antipathy for war, the principle of equalﬁ
ity of persons was leading the nation rapidly towards war.

The literature of the period shows that the Civ1l‘War strugglé
wag to be chiefiy ori the moral question involved‘in slavery.
There was some indication of a feéling that poveity is a 80=-
cial responsibility; and there was growing opposition to im-

priaonmént for debt, and to capital punishment for any crime.
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v CHAPTER VI, | |
EVIDENCES IN AMERICAN LITERATURE SINCE 1860,

With the close of the Civil War, the great cause of abo-
lition, for which the Friends had labored nearly two hundred
years, came to realization. The absolute equality of all per-
gone of all races was recognized by the government, and that
recognition was written into the Constitution, After achiev-
ing victory in this struggle, no other cause appeared to claim
the championship of the Friends, and for twoigenerations;they'
have not been prominent, as & sect, in publié‘affaifa.“ﬁﬁt
they have always been a quiet people, whose social principles
have worked unobtrusively into the lives of othér,gfbups. The:
democratic‘principlea which they introduoed LntqﬂAmenican 
thought and life in the seventeenth century are still viger-
ous and flourishing — vital elements of what islredagnized ag
the peculiarly American way of thought. One proof of the
géneral acceptance of the GQuaker ideas considered in this
study lies in the fact that, in the second national period
of American literary history, these same ideas appear, more
frequently than in any other period, in the worke of none

Quaker writers,

EGQUALITY OF PERSONS,

Abrahem Lincoln made no distinctions between classes or
persons: to him, all men were truly equal. John Hay has paid
tribute to this trait of Lincoln's character!

He was absolutely without prejudice of olasé or

condition. Frederick Douglass says he was the only
man of dietinction he ever met who never reminded him
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by word or manner, of his colori he was as just dnd
gensrous to the rioh and well-bern, a¢ te the poo: and
bumble — & thing rare among politielans. I =~

Elsewhere, Hay says that Lincoln kept himself in constant
sympathy with the common people, "whom he respected too much to
flatter or mislead." 2 '

Lincoln's complete devotion to the principle of equality
is shown in a pabsage taken from an‘éddreaa‘dalivere& in Inde-
rendence Hall, Philadelphia, in 1861,

I can say... that all the political sentiments I en-
tertain have been drawn... from the sentiments which
originated in and were given to the world from this
hall..., I have often inquired of myself what great
principle or idea it was that kept this Confederacy mso
long together. It was not the mere matter of separation
of the colonies from the motherland, but that sentiment
in the Declaration of Independence which gave liberty
not alone to the people of this country, but hope to
all the world, for all future time. It was that which
gave promise that in due time the weights would be lift-
ed from the shoulders of all men, and that all should
hgve an equal chance..,. Now, my friends, can this coun-
try be saved on that basis? If it can, I will consider
myself one of the happiest men in the werld if I can
help to save it.... But if this country cannot be saved
without giving up that principle... I would rgther be
assassinated on thie spot than surrender it, * ’

The best known of all Lincoln's speecheg is his"Gettys-
burg Address," the lasting effect of which has been a perennial
rededication of Americans "to the proposition that all men are
created equal."

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought
forth on this continent a new nation, concleved in lib-

erty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
created equal,.,. It is rather for ue 1o be here dedi-

GE o W
9,

Hay“:fﬁ

1 Henry Cabot Lodge, editor, Ihe Bepgt of t
Classics, Vol.X, p. 217, Quoted from Nicolsy and
Lincoln: a History, Vol. X, Chapter 18,

2 Lodge, g9p. oit.,Vol. X, p., 213, Quoted from Nicolay and
Hayo . _gj_-j;, Vol. X, Ch&ptﬁr 18,

Abraham Lineoln, Complete Works, Vol. I, pp. 690-691,
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cated to the great task remainin before us w=,.} t
fronm these honored dead we take %naréas@d aavotiéntﬁgt
that cause for which they gave the last fukl measure of
devotion...‘that this nation, under God, shall have &
new birth of freedom; and that government of the peopls,

by the people, for the people, shal
the earth, 4 people, shall not perish from

The third, fourth, and sixth lines of thig stanga from Bid-
ney Lanier's “America" are in keeping with the American ideal
of equality as it was defined anew after the Civil War:

Long a8 thine art shall love true love,
Long as thy science truth shall know,
Long as thine eagle harms no dove,
Long as thy law by law ehall grow,
Long as thy God is God above,
Thy brother every man below,
8o long, dear land of all my love, .
Thy name shall shine, thy feme shall grow.b

Canby says that Walt Whitman was "half a Guaker,"® and that
Whitman's spiritual insight was very close to the seventeenth
century Quakers' views of the spiritual basis of equality.
Whitman was extremely individuaslistic —~ a self—appointed rep-
resentative of the common man. "He was the first to give ord-
inary, vulgar, vital man a ranking with the captains and,the
kings, as one whose daily life and intuitive processes were of
infinite importance and worthy of expression." 7

A number of excerpts from Whitman's poems are quoted next.
They are‘representative of the mommon opinion among nineteenth
century Americans on the subject of equality, ¥First, are giv-

en Whitman's "signs" by which one may recognize a brother:

He says indifferently and alike, How mre you, friend’
to the President at his levee,

4 Ibid., Vol, II, p. 439. 5 -

5 Sidney Lanier, Quoted by Greenlaw and Hanford, in lhe
Great Tradition,p. £96.

6 Henry Séidel Canby, Classic !/ anp, p. 318,

7 Ibid., p. 315,
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And he says, Good-day, my brother! to Cudge that hoes
in the sugar-field,

And bothiuﬁieratand him and know that his speech ia
right,

He walks with perfect ease in the capitol,
He walks among the Congress, and one representative

Bay®s to another, Here ip pur egual,
and new. §

apneal

The next two passages represent Whitman's devotion to

individualism and perfect equality:

Remember, government is to subserve individuals,

Not any, mot the President, is to have one jot more
than you or me,

Not any habitan of America is to have one jot less
than you or me. © o

Underneath all are individuals,

I swear nothing is good to me now that ignores

~ individuals!

The American compact is altogether with individusls,

The only government is that which makes minute of
individuals,

The whole theory of the universe is directed to one
psingle individual -~ namely jouYou. 10

Whitmaﬂ was a good Guaker in his‘beiief that the whole
world eventually will adopt the Quaker ideals of equality, as
people come to recognize their own individual worth. (This
belief leads logically ‘to the hope of world peuce. )

Never wag average man, his soul, more energetic,
more like God ....

What whispers are these, O lands, running ahsad of
you, passing under the seas?

Are all nations communing? is there going to be but
one heart to the globe? ‘

Is humanity forming en masse? for, lo, tyrants tremble
crowns grow dim, 11

The earth, restive, confronts & new era.

9 Ibid., p. 129, "Chants Demoeratic.,*
10 Iyid.: p. 92, ants Demoaratia." ‘
11 Whitman, "The Prophecy of a New Ere." Quoted by
Greenlaw, op. cit., P. 590.

8 Walt Wnitman, Pigmg. p, 165, ("Leaves of Grass.")
1
“Ch



144

That Whitman hgld the typleal Quaker opinion on the sube

Ject of equality of the sexes, is shown in the following group

of quotations:

Without extinction is Liverty! Without retrograde
is HEquality!

They live in the feelings of .young men, and the
best women -~ 12

- - ~ - - - - - - -

And I will ghow of male and femalf that either is
but the equal of the other, 13

- - - - - -

See the populace, millions upon millions, handsome,
tall, muscular, both sexes, clothed in easy
ang dignified clothes = teachigﬁ. commanding,
equally electing and elestive.

- - - .} - - -
)z

I say a girl fit for these Btates must be free cap-
able, dauntless, just the same as & boy. i

- - - - L - - - - -

I am the poet of the woman the same as the man,
And I say it is as great to be a woman as to be a man,
And I say there is nothing greater than the mother
of men.
Whitman recognized the universal equality involved in
failure:
Vivas to those who have failed!
And to ail generals that lost engagements! And all
overcome heroes!
And to the numberless unknowgvheroas. equal to the
greatest heroes known.
The homely verse of James Whitcomb Riley owes much of its
charm, no doubt, to ites recognition of the essential equality

of all people. Two illustrative selections follow:

12 Whitman, Poemse, p. 87. ("Chante Demoeratic.")
"Proto-Leaf" of "Leaves of Grass.”)

13 Ibid., p. 8.
14 Igidiy pt 13l

15 TIbid., p. 130, ("Chants Demooratic,")
16 1bid., p. 36. ("Leaves of Gragps.”)
17 Tuid., p. 33.
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In faet I'd aim to be the same
With all men as my brothers;

And they'd be all the same with pe~
Ef I only had my ruthers.

The rich and great 'ud 'sociats
With all their lowly brothers,

Feelin' we done the honorun e
Ef I only had my ruthers.

= - nd - -

You're common, as I said afore —

You're common, yit uncommon nore, =-

You allus kindo' 'pear to me,

What all mankind had ort to be =

Jest natchural, and the more hurraws

You git, the less you know the cause ~
Like as if God Hisse'f stood by ,
Where best on earth hain't half knee-high,
And peein' like, and knowin' He Ly
'S8 the Only Great Man really,

You're just content to size your hight—
With any feller man's in sight, —

And even then they's scrubs like m?é
Feels stuck-up, in your company!

Woodrow Wilson, in the following paragraph, pays tribute
to the American spirit which accords equai recognition to
equal accomplishment, irrespective of birth:

It was typical of American life that it should pro-
duce such men as Washington and Lineeln with supreme
indifference as to the manner in which it produced
them, and as readily here in this hut as amidst the
little circle of cultivated gentlemen tozghom Virginia
owed 80 much in leadership and example. *

Wilson urged general emulation of Lincoln's spirit of

brotherhood:
Let us be sure that we get the national tempera-

ment; send our minds abrogd upon the continent, be=
come neighbors to all the people that ligﬁ upon 1it,
and lovars of them all, as Lincoln was,

18 James Waitcomb Riley, the Hoomier Book, p. 3l.
19 * Ibid., pp. 28-x9, ("Brasmus Wilseon." , o
20 Woodrow Wilson, "Address on Linecoln," at Hodgenville,

Kentucky, 8Bept. 4, 1916, Quoted by Greenlaw, 9D. g;&.,pp.fﬂb-ﬁ.
21 Woodrow Wilson, "The Course of American History,

qQuoted by Reed, in liodern Eloquence, Vol. IX, p. 1218.

3
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Carl Bandburg voices the present-day average American's
absolute refusal to assume that there are any differences in‘
human values, 1In his poem, "Boup," he shows that men are
equal in spite of themselves:

I saw a famous man eating soup.

I say he was lifting a fat broth

Into his mouth with a spoon,

His name was in the newspapers that day
Spelled out in tall black headlines

And thousands of people were talking about him,

When I saw him,
He sat bending his head over a plate ,
Putting soup into his mouth with a spoon. 22

Stephen Vincent Bené&t, in his long poem, John Brown's
Body, chants the requiem of the last pretentious attempt to
establish an aristocracy on American soil:

And with these things, bury the purple dream
Of the Americe we have not heen,

The tropic empire, seeking the warm sea,
The last foray of aristocracy

Based not on dollars or initiative

Or any blood for what that blood was worth
But on a certain code, a manner of hirth,
A certain manner of knowing how to live,
The pastoral rebellion of the earth
Against machines, against the Age of Stean,
The Hamiltonian extremes against the Franklin mean.
The genius of the land

Against the metal hand,

The great slave-driven bark,

Full-oared upon the dark,

With gilded figurehead,

With fetters for the crew

Ahd spices for the few,

The passion that is dead,

The pomp we nevar ﬁgew,

Bury these, too,

DEMOCRACY OF JUBTICE.
In his poem, "Symphiny," Bidney Lanier sings of the true

22 Carl Sandburg, Bmoke and Bteel, p. 36. |
23 Stephen Vinceét Benat, John Brown's Body, pp. 374-370,
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harmony of the absolute justice which considers the spirit bes
fore the letter of the law:

ﬁng ever ;ove hears the poor-folks' crying,
nd ever Love hears the women's sighing,
And ever sweet knighthood's deathrdefying,
And ever wise childhood's deep implying,
| But never a trader's glozing and lying. 24
There is never anything half-hidden of implied in Whit~
man's poetry. In his usual frank and open manner of the front-
iersman, he pronounces the following tribute to absolute just-
ice. To Whitman, as to all true Quakers, justice is more im-
portant than is legal formality,
Great is Justice!
Justice is not settled by legislators and laws —-
it is the Soul,
It eannot be varied by statutesywany more than loye,
pride, the attraction of gravity can. 20
With the chenges of a century in industrial and social
conditions, there was no longer, by the opening of the twen-
tieth century, that equality of opportunity of which Créve-
coeur had boasted before the Revolution, As a result of
changing conditions, there came into being a desire for a
more far-reaching justice than merely that ef the court room,

It wgs rather a desire for gocial justice, which would sallow

everyone an equal opportunity for work, for expresaion, and

for happiness; and in the frequent frustration of this desire,
there was much bitterness of feeling, Hamlin Garland, Robert
Frost, and Carl Sandburg are among the writers representative

of this new phagse of the ideal of demooracy of justice.

24 Sidney Lanier, Poems, p. 70. ‘ "
25 Walt %hitman,‘Pogma,’p. 152. (Prom "Leaves of Grass.")
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Garland wrote with bitter resentment of the soeial injust«
ice apparent in American farm life, especially as he had ob=
served it in the middle West. Two passages from A 8dn of the

Middle Border will give a suggestion of Garland's attitude.

I now perceived that these plowmen, these wives and
daughters, had been pushed out inte these lonely, ugly
shacks by the force of landlordism behind. These plod-

~ding Swedes and Danes, these thrifty Germans, these
hairy Russians, had all fled from the feudalism of
their native lands and were here because they had mno
share in the soil from which they had sprung.... I
clearly perceived that our Bong of Emigration had been,
in effect, the hymn of fugitives! 26

I bitterly resented the laws which created million~-
aires at the expense of the poor.

The same theme -— social injustice,-too subtle to combat
single-handed —~ is found in this verse of Robert Frost's:

The rain and the wind said

"You push and I'll pelt."

They so smote the garden bed

That the flowers actually knelt,
And lay lodged -~ though not ggad.
I know how the flowers felt. <

The utter injustice of the situation portrayed in this
stanza from Sandburg's "Moon Riders," is typical of the prob-
lems commanding chief consideration teday. ®Sandburg lists
the things a man saw in the morning paper:

Saw the headlines, date lines, funniee, ade,

The marching movies of the workmen géing to work, the
workmen striking, ,

The workmen asking jobs — five million pairs of eyes
look for a boes and say, "Take me "

People eating with too much to eat, people eating with
nothing in sight to eat tomorrow, eating s,
though eating belongs where pecple belong. ©

, PP.36T=368.

) 14 » » R
Middle Bo 0T
aG L6 DOTGOT

26 Hamlin Garland, A Bon of the 1
27 Ibid., p. 381. o

28 Rober% Trost, Westrunning Brook, p. 22.(&L0d$ed.")
29 (Carl Sandburg, Slabs of the Bunburnt West.p. 35,
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A8 yet, our literature on the subject of demooracy of
justice seems to be confined chiefly to an attituds of protest
against existing conditions, rather than to offer constructive

suggestion,

.. RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE.

The generous toleramnce practised by Whittier, and praised
by Holmes in the lines guoted next, was typical of g similar
slowly growing attitude throughout America.

Not thine to lean on priesthood's broken reed;
No barriers caged thee in a bigot's fold;
Did zealots ask to syllable thy creed, :
Thou saidst "Our Father," and thy creed was told, Y

That Holmes himself held a creed very much like that of
Whittier and the Quakers, is apparent in this "Hymn" written in
1893:

Help us to read our Master's will
Through every darkening stain
That clouds his Bacred image still

‘ And see him once again,

The brother man, the pitying friend
Who weeps for human woes,

Whose pleading words of pardon blend
With cries of raging foes. 91

Sidney Lanier's pleas for tolerance and generosity expressed
the desire of thousands to be allowed to love their brother men
without respect to creed, social views, or politicsl opinjon,

Lines from two poems are quoted to show the poet's tolerant at-

titude. The firat is from "Remonstrance.,"

Opinion, let me alone; I am not thine.
Prim Creed, with categoric point, forbear
To feature me my Lord by rule and line,

? L] L] L] Ll L . L] ’ L}

Lid 4 PRh @9'7-

)

30 Oliver Wendell Holmes, Complet
ier,

("In Memory of John Greenleaf Whitt
31 Ibid., p. 298, ("Hymn.")
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Oh let me love my Lord more fathom de
R ee
Than there is line to sound with: let MGplove
My)fellow not as men that mandates keep:

Asgsassin! Thief! Opinion, 't is th& we;k.

By Church, by throne, by hearth, by every good
That's in the Town of Time, I see thee lurk

And e'er some shadow stays where thou hast stood.32

Thig stanza from "The Harshes of Glynn" is a tribute to

tolerance:

Ye marshes, how candid and simple and nothing-witholding
and free

Ye publish yourselves to the sky and offer yourselves to
the sea!

Tolerant plains, that suffer the sea and the rains and
the sun, ‘

Ye spread end span like the catholic man who hath might-
ily won

God out of knowledge and good out of infinite pain '

And sight out of blindness and purity out of a stain., ©9

Whitman had unboﬁnded faith that the ideal of complete tol-
erance of opinion would achieve ultimate realizatimn.‘ %6*hé¥e
thousands of Americans who yet may not realize the §uaker
source of the ideal.

We few, equals, indifferent of lands, indifferent of"
times

We, enclosers,of all continents, all castés —~ allowers
of all theologies, ‘

Compassionaters, perceivers, rapport of men,

We walk silent among disputes and assertions, but reject
not the disputers, nor any thing that is asserted.

Yét wé waik uhheld, free, the whale earth over,
journeying up and down, till we make our
ineffaceable mark upon the time and the diverse
areas

Ti11 we saturate time and eras, that the men and N
women of races, ages to come, may prove brethren
and lovers, as we are,

32 Sidney Lanier, Poems, yp. 86-87.

33 Ibid., p. 17, | o

34 Whitmén? Poems, pp. 297-298. ("Fo Him That Vas Crucie
fied.")
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LOVE OF PEACH,

| It is hardly necessary to point out the devotion of Line
coln to the principle of peace. His distress under the neces-
sity for war is a matter of common knowledge. MHe felt, as
Quakers had always taught, thafglack;cf understand;ng_wqqﬁlarge-
ly responsible for the war, and pﬁgtza sense of brotherhood
would have prevented it, When fﬁe"ruin of war cénfronted the
nation in 1865, no one realized more keenly than Lincoln that
& reestablishment of understanding and of a sense of brother-
hood was the first requisite of a lasting peace. The quota-
tions which follow are illustrative of his attitude. The first
‘two statements were made before he became President.

In my view of the present aspect of affairs, there

is no need of bloodshed and war. There is no gecesaity
for it. I am not in favor of such a course. © _

- - - - - - - - - -

I think vdy much of the ill feeling that has existed
and s8till exists between the people in the section from
which I came, and the people here, is dependent upon a
misunderstanding of one another. 5

In his firet inaugural address, Lincoln declared:

We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be
enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not
break our bonde of affection.

In 1865, we find him helding to the same ideals of peace;

With malice toward none; with charity for all; with
firmness in the right, as God gives us tc see the right,
let us strive to finish the work we are in.... to do
all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting
peace among ourselves, and with all nations. 38

&5 Abraham Lincoln, Works, Vol. I, p. 69L.
36 Ibid., Vol, I, p. 694.

37 TIbid., Vol, II, p. 7.

38 Ibid., Vol, II, p. 657,
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Bryant's "Christmas in 1876" is & plea for world peace,
an ideal which hmd been held from the £irst by the Quakers in
America, ‘but which waa éonsidered>ﬁoo Wildly‘ideaiiétié by‘,‘,m

more “practical" people.

Christ is not come, while there
The men of blood whose orimes affront the skies: -
Kneel down in act of prayer ‘
Amid the joyous strains, -and when they rise
Go forth with sword and flame,
To wagte the land in his most holy name.

 Oh; when the day shall break
O'er the realms unlearned in warfare's cruel arts,
And all their millions weke
To peaceful tasks performed with loving hearta,
On such a blessed morn,; .
Well may the nations say that Ohrist s bern., 99

According to Riley's 1little dialect poem, "Thoughts on
the Late War," war is a futile thing, since its only hopeful
aspect is the "forgittin'' afterward, o

I was for the Union -~ you, agin 1it.

'Pears like, to me, each side was winner; -

Lookin' at now and all 'at ‘g in it. :
Le's go to dinner,

ILe' 's kind o' jes' set down together

And do some pardmerahip\forgittin' -—

Talk, say, for instance, 'bout the weather,
‘or somepin' fittin'.

Le' 's let up on this blame', infermal

Tongue-lashin' and lap-Jjacket vauntin',

And git back home to the eternal '
Ca'm we're a-wantin'.

Peace kind o' sort o! suits my diet ==

When women does my cookin' for me;

Ther' waen't overly much pie et
Durin' the army. 40

Hamlin Garland, telling of hie father's service in ﬁw&&%!@_f

army, spares no words in his indiotment of wh@t‘haf@&1lﬁ the

39 Bryant 209&&6@%'&&@&@, p. D44, -
40 Ja%es ﬁhitcomb iley, Ihe Hoosilex Book, pp. 314375,

ukofo) U F
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folly of war:

What sacrifice — what folly! %Like thousgnds of
others he deserted his wife and children for an ab-
straction, a mere sentiment. For a striped silken rag—-
he put his life in peril. For thirteen dollars a month
he marched and fought, while his plow rusted in the
shed, and his harvest called to him in vain, 41

Robert Frost, in the two selsctions hext given, voices a
typica; twgn;ieth century protest against wvar:

If heaven were to do again,

And on the pasture bars,

;‘legnad to line the figures in

Between the dotted stars, = =
I should be tempted to forget = '
1 fear, the Crown of Rule, = = ~“"'7 =
The scales of Trade, the Cross of. Faith,

' As hardly worth renewal. 0 LR

For these have governed in our lives,
- And see how men have warred.

~The Cross, the Crown, the Saalés may all
- As well have been the 8Bword.

Blood has been harder to dam back than water,

Just when we think we have it impounded safe

Behind new barrier walls (and let it chafe!)

It breaks away in some new kind of slaughter.

Weépons'of war and implements of peace

Are but the points at which it finds release.

And now it is once more the tidal wave 43

That when it has swept by leaves summits stained. 7

The Quakers a8 a class are "quiet" in their reéiatance to

whgt they consider evils. But the outbursts by non-Quakers 3
show how widely effective the Quaker principles are. Vachel
Lindsay's poems stamp him as one of the consclentioue pacifists

who 8o troubled the nations in the World War. This passage ie

41 Garland, op. eit., p. 7. o B o
42 Robert Trost, Westrunning Brook, p. 26. ("The Peaceful
Shepherd.") o T
43 Ibid., p. 30. ("The Flood.") =~
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from "Abraham Lincoln Walks at Midnight":

He cannot rest until a spirit-dawn

Shall come; -= the shining hope of Europe free:
The league of sober folk, the Workers' Earth,
Bringhng long peace to Cornland, Alp and Sea,

It breaks his heart that kings must murder still,
That all his hours of travail here for men

Seem yet in vain. And who will bring white peace
That he may sleep upon his hill again? 44

The next poem is addressed to the Youth Movement for

World Peace:

Great wave of youth, are you be spent,
Sweep over every monument

Of caste, smash every high imperial wall
That stands against the new World State,
And overwhelm each ravening hate,

And heal, and make blood-brothers of us all.
"Youth will be served," now let us ory.
Hurl the referendum,

Your fathers, five long years ago,
Resolved to strike, too late.

Now

Sun-crowned crowds

Innumerable,

Of boys and girls

Imperial,

With your patch-work flag of brotherhood
On high,

With every silk

In one flower-banner whirled —

Rise
Citiéens of one tremendous state, 45
The United States of Europe, Asia, and the World.

Two short quotations from other poems follow:

Curse me the fiddling, twiddling diplomats,
Haggling here, plotting and hatching there,

Who make the kind world but their game of cards,
Ti11 millions die at the turning of a hair.

All in the name of this or that grim flag,

No angel-flags in all the rag-array,

Banners the demons love, and all Hell sings ?6
Amd plays wild harpe. Those flage march forth todays

44 Vachel Lindesy, Cg Boens, pp.‘53~34. )
45 Ibid., pp. 367-369. ("Bew the Flags Together.")
46 Tbid., pp. 381-383, ("A Curse for Kings.")
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This is the sin against the Holy Ghost: -

To speak of bloody war as right divine,

And call on God to guard each vile chief's house,
And for such chiefs, turn men to wolves and swine!47

The Quakers' long hope for a world-wide brotherhood and

world peace, has found its strongest champions among citizens

of the Unites States. This fact must be admitted, aven though

our Senate shows reluctance to enter the World Court. The Sen-

ate is representative of a large portion of our citizenry in

this attitude. Another large portion is as surely represented

by this paragraph from the preface to Lindsay's Collected Foems:

We must have no Gettysburg of the nations. I still
thrill to Andrew Jackson's old toast at the famous ban-
quet: "The;Federal Union, — it must and shall be pre-
served." But I would alter it to: “"The League of Nations,
-— it must and shall be preserved," 48

Carl Sandburg, also, is unsparing in his condemmation of

war. The quotation given next is from the poem written by Sand-

burg upon the occasion of the burial of the unknown soldier:

"The big fish — eat the little fish —

the little fish — eat the shrimps --

and the shrimps — eat mud." -

gaid a cadaverous man — with a black umbrella —
spotted with white polka dots — with a missing
ear — with a missing foot and arm —

with a missing sheath of muscles

singing to the silver sashes of the sun. 49

Sandburg sounds the hope of a long world peace:

There will be a rusty gun on the wall, sweetheart,
The rifle grooves curling with flakes of rust.
A spider will make a silver string nest in

the darkest, warmest corner of it,

It will be spoken among Half-forgotten, wished=-to~
be-forgotten things.

They will tgll the spider: Go on, you're doing good
work, 5

47

49
50

Ibid., p. 384. ("The Unpardonable 8in.")

Igido [} p! 24v A o
Sandburg, Slabs of ihe Hw West,pp. 20-27.
Ibidn, pn 940 "AuEu.Fn"'
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The pitiful attempts of boy-soldiers to remain true to the
high heroism which sant them to the wars — any wars one might
name — are poignantly told in thid bit from g letter of a
Union private to his mother, as imagined by Benét in his poem,
Jolhn Brown's Body:

"I wish you could see the way we have to live here.

I wish everybody at home could see what it's like.

It's muddy. It's cold. My shoes gave out on the march.

We logt the battle. The general was drunk.

This is the roughest life that you ever saw,

If I ever get back home e "

And, over and over, in stiff patriotic phrases,

"I am resigned to die for the Union, mother,

If we die in this battle, we will have died for the right,

We will have died bravely=—you can trust us for that,"

And through it all, the deep diapason ewelling.

"It is cold. We are hungry. We marched gll day in the
mud. " 5l

Comment is hardly necessary, in addition to the foregoing
quotations, to point out that the seed of the (uaker "testimony

against war" is bearing its logical fruit, in the thought of

American peoyple,

PRACTICAL HUMANITARIANISH.

FPrison Reform.

James Bryce, in a characterization of the Americans, makes

this assertion with reference to the American penal code:

Nowhere is cruelty more abhorred.... A8 everybody
knows, Juries are more lenilent to offences of all kinds
but one, offences _against women, than they are any-

where in Europe.
Bryce made this statement forty years ago, but it is Btill

true, In fact, our courts todsy are, if anything, more lanient

51 Benét, on. git., pp. 186-187, )
B2 James Bryce, The American Commonweslik, Vol.II, p.273.
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than ever.

Magazines and newspapers often voice the demands of pres-

ent-day Americans for further prison reform. Prison and re=-
formatory officials and boards, and organizations of citizens,
are giving the subject much constructive attention. Americans,

for the most part, seem to be opposed to capital punishment; as

was shown in Chapter II, they inflict it in the case of very

few crines,

The horror of capital punishment, whether inflicited by the
court or by the mob, is the theme of the following quotations

from Sandburg. He speaks for thousands who feel quite ag strong-

ly on the subject as he,
(The executioner speaks:)

I am the high honorable killer today,

There are five million people in the Btate, five
million killers for whom I kill.

I gm the killer who kills today for five
million killers who wish a killing.

“The Hangman at Home"

%hat does the hangman think about
When he goes home at night frfn work?
When he sits down with his wife and
Children for a cup of coffee and &
Plate of ham and eggs, do they ask
Him if it was a good day's work

And everything went well, or do they
Stay off some poplcs and talk about
The weather, baseball, politics,

And the comic strips in the pabEYs
And the movies? Do they look at his
Hands when he reaches for the coffee
Or the ham snd eggs? °

"idan, the Man-Hunter"

1 saw Man, the man-hunter,
Hunting with & torch in one hand

o o < ot MR £ e b O T A T O TR RN

6y 93 sandburg, bmoke and Steel, p. 99,
54- Ibid' ’po 4’70
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And a kerosens can in theg
: evother
Hunting witp guns, ropes, shackiee‘

In the morning tﬁe sﬁn séw C
Iwe buttsg gf gomething, g Bmoking rump,
And g Warning in charred wood:

Well, we got him,
The sbxyzch, 55

Pooxr Relief,

In the latter pPart of the nineteenth century, too much of
the literature about the poor, as well gs actuasl public con-
gideration of the pboar, tbok the form of mere pathos and tears,
rather than actual poor relief. However, much of even this
type of literature was productive of a genuine sympathy which
led to efforte towards understanding and relief, Exemples of
this type of pathetic verse are "Little Mandy's Christmes-Tree
%€ and "Little Johnte's Ghrismus,"5” by James Whitcomb Riley.
They are remarkable for their portrayal of the pathos of the
children of the poor.

Riley revealed also the beauty of character of such yeo-
Ple as the "Raggedy Man" and "Our Hired Girl," and thus con-
tributed to that literary movement of the time which sought
to express the hearts of the poor as well as of the rich,
and of the comron man as well as of the man of importance and
position, This literary movement, sponsored particularly by
such writers as Riley, Whitman, and Garland, was of particu=

lar significance in a nation founded upon the principle of

equality,

55 Ibid,,p. 48. | ﬂ
56 James’Whitcomb Riley, The Hoosier Book, pp. 8688,

5’7 Ibidn ) ppu 163"166.
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Upon the occasion of the dedication of the Oliver Vendell
Holmes Hospital at Hudson, Wisconsin, in 1887, Holmes himeelf
contributed the hymn. The theme is the beauty of generous

care of our poor brothers, of whatever race or creed,

Enough for thee the pleading eye,
The knitted brow of silent pain;
The portals open to a sigh
Without the clank of bolt or chain,

Who is our brother? He that lies

Left at the wayside, bruised and gore:
His need our open hangd guprlies,

His welcome waits him at our door.

Not ours to ask in freezing tones
His race, his calling,or his creed;
Bach heart the tie of kinship owns,
When these are human veine that bleed. 98

Hamlin Garland's Main-Travelled Roads carries these sent-

ences in the foreword:

Mainly it is long and wearyful and has a dull little
town at one end, and a home of toil at the other. Like
the main-travelled road of life it is traversed by man
classes of people, but the poor and weary predominate,

Garland's attitude towards the condition of the poor was
one of bitter protest that society should permit it, Like the
Quakers, he longed for some means by which poverty might be
entirely eradicated. At one time, he undertcok to aid ah organ-
ized Anti-Poverty Campaign in Boston, but he became known as
an anarchist and sank into disfavor, 60 What congtructive work
he did for the poor took the form of depressing accounts of
the harshness of poverty, especially as he had seen it on méd-

dle-western farms. The next guotation, from his A Bon of the

-

58 Holmee, Complete Poet%gg; Works, p. 28?. 4
59 Hemlin Garland, Main-Travelled Roafle, foreword,
60 Hamlin Garland, A Son of the Middle Border,pp. 379381,
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iddle Border, might as well have begun with the phrase, "Like

Woolman"; 61

Like Millet, I asked,"Why should all a man's waking
hours be spent in an effort to feed and ¢lothe his fam-
ily? Is there not something wrong in our social scheme
when the unremitting toiler remsins poor?" 62

There is protest against war, but praise for the war-relief
worker in these verses from Vachel Lindsay's "The Merciful
Hgnd":

Your fine white hand is Heaven's gift
To cure the wide world, stricken sore,
Bleeding at the breast ané head,
Tearing at its wounds once more.

Fach desperate burning brein you soothe,
Or ghastly broken frame you bind,
Brings one day nearer our bright goal,
The love-alliance of mankind,

The Quaker ideal of total eradication of poverty is far
from realization, but the persistent American hope of reamliz-
ing it and the nation-wide interest in practical plans for ite

accomplishment are encouraging signs.

Anti-Slavery Agitation.
Thege two stanzas from "Choose You This Day Whom Ye Will

Serve," by Holmes, sre typical of quantities of literature pub-
lished in the North throughout the Civil War:

Whose God will ye serve, O ye rulers of men?

Will ye build you new shrines in the slave-breeder's
den?

Or bow with the children of light, as they call

On the Judge of the Earth, and the Father of AllY

Choose wisely, choose quickly, for time moves apace,-—
Each day is an age in the life of our race!

s i,

61 Bee page 42 of thies study.

62 Garland, A Son of the Middle Border,p. 368,
63 Vachel Lindsay, Collected Poems, p. 385,
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Lord, lead them in love, ere they hasten in fear 64
From the fast-rising flood that shall girdle tﬁe sphere!

Though greatly distressed by the necessity for eivil war,
Lincoln was firm in his position on the issue invélved., There
is no doubt that in his mind, it was a war primarily for aboli-
tion, His second unaugural address states his position squarely:

Fondly do we hope — fervently do we pray -~ that
this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet
if God wills that it continue until all the wealth
piled by the bondman's two hundred and fifty years of
unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop
of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another
drawn by the sword, as was said three thousand years
ago, so still it must be said, "The judgments of the
Lord are true and righteous altogether."

With malice toward none; with charity for all;
with férmness in the right, aa God gives us to see the
right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in;
to bind yp the nation's wounds; to care for him who
shall have borne the battle; and for his widow, and

his orphan — to do all which may achieve and cherieh
a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and with
all nations.

Alweys, Whitman identified himself with the people or the
problems of which he wrote. In the following excerpt from his
poem, "Walt Whitman," he seems to be pléading that the reader,

ae well as the writer, identify himself with the slave in his

wretchedness:

I am the hounded slave, I wince at the bite of the dogs,

Hell and despair are upon me, crack and again crack the
marksmen,

I clutch the raile of the fence, my gore dribs, thinned
with the ooze of my skin,

I fall on the weeds and stones,

The riders spar their unwilling horees, haul close,

Teunt my dizzy ears, and beat me violently over the
head with whip-stocks.

In the next passage quoted, Whitmen enters more into the

64 Holmes, op. cit., P. 142, v
65 Lincoln, Worke, Vol. II, pp. 666-6b7.
66 Whitman, Poems, P. 54,
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abstract phase of the slave problem:

I say man shall not hold broperty in man:
I say the least de¥eloped person on earth is Juet as
important and sacred to himself or herself, as

the most developed person is to himself or herself.
I say where liberty draws not the blood out of

slavery, there 8lavery draws the blood out of
liberty,

I say the word of the good old cause -- These States,
and resound it hence over the wotrld, 67
The rejoicing that followed the close of the war was sud-
denly hushed by the tragic death of President Lincoln, With-
out question, the most magnificent poetic tribute to the mar-v
tyred President was Whitman's "0 Captain! My Captain!" Could
Lincoln have heard it, the line that would have soolhed him

most was that one reading,—

The ship has weather'd every rack, the prize we sought
is won;

But Whitman's Quaker half saw, too, the terrific cost of
war even for emancipation:
But O heart! heart! heart!
Leave you not the little spot,

Where on the deck my captain lies,
Fallen cold and dead. 68

The general feeling was that expressed in Bryant's "The
Death of Lincoln":
TThy task is done; the bond are free:
We bear thee to an honored grave,
Whose proudest monument shall be 69
The braken fetters of the slave.

. ’
In the prelude to John Brown's Body, Stephen Vincent Benet

gives a dramatic presentation of a slave ship enroute to Amer=-

ica, There is a strange contrast between the Puritan captain's

67 Ibid., p. 314. ("Says.")
68 1Ibid., p. 450, .
69 Bryant, Poetical Workse, p. 3516.
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love of his Bible, and his indifference 4o the condition of the
rnegroes in the hold. This inotnsistency was the theme of the

Bailor's song -~

Captain Bell was a Yankee slaver,

Blow, blow, blow the man down!

He traded niggers and loved his Savior,
Give me some time to blow the man down. 70

Ben&t gives us this enlightening portrayal of the feeling
of the well-treated negro towards the prospect of freedom:

I'se mighty fond of ole Mistis and ole Marse Billy,
I'se mighty fond of 'em all at the Big House,

I wouldn't be nobody else's nigger for nothin',

But I hears them goin' away, all goin' away,

With horses and guns and things, all stompin' and wavin',
And I hears the chariot wheels and de Jordan River,
Rollin' and rollin' and rollin' thu my sleep;

And I wants to be free. I wants to mee my chillun
Growin' up free, and all bust out of Egypt!

I wants to be free like an eagle in de air,

Like an eagle in de air.

The controversy about the part played by John Brown in the
Btruggle will perhaps never be settled. Here is a twentieth-
century contribution on the subject by Vachel Lindsay, followed

by another from the pen of Carl Sandburg:

I've been to Palestine.
What did you see in Palestine?

0ld John Brown,

01d John Brown.

And there he sits

To judge the world.

His hunting dogs

At his feet are curled.

Hie eyes half-closed,

But John Brown sees

The snds of the earth,

The Day of Doom,

And his shot-gun lies

Across his knees w

014 John Brown,

014 John Brown.

70 Stephen Vincent Benet, John Brown's Body, p. 156.

71 Ibid., p. 82.
72 Tindsay, op. eit., p. 166, ("0ld John Brown.")
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They hauled him into Jail,

They sneered at him and epit on him,
And he wrecked their Jails,

Saying, "God damn your jails."

And when he was most in Jail

Crummy among the crazy in the dark
Then he was most of all out of Jail,
Always asking: Where did that blood come from?
Tﬁey iaid.hanés oﬁ hiﬁ ana he-was'a géner.
They hammered him to pieces and he stood MD.
They buried him and he walked out of the grave,
Asking again: Where did that blood come from? 9
SUNMMARY,
The literary references noted in this chapter show us that
"the thought of the Quaker is living s8till." The American prin-
ciples of equality and justice have influenced our literature
throughout the period from 1860 to the present. Following the
success of the anti-slavery agitation, the topic of slavery, of
course, disappears. With the winning of that cause, emphasis
was largely transferred to other phases of humanitarianism, not-
ably to prison reform and poor relief, The opposition to war
has grown apace, and writers, sure of popular approval, protest
vigorously against it. There is much evidence of wide interest
in world peacé, and in a union of nations for the sake of main-
taining peace. The feeling for tolerance of gll diversities of
opinion seems fairly well established, not only in literature
referring directly to the principle of tolerance, but also in
the sense of freedom manifest in the literature itself, mueh of
which advances doctrines that would never he toleranted in coun-

tries where the military power more nearly rivals the eivil

power than is the case in the United Ltates,

. - o o o

- o

73 Carl Ssndburg, Smoke and Steel, p. 79. (Opsawatomie.®)
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CHAPTIR VII,
CONCLUSION,

Restatement of the Problem,

The purpose of this discussion has been to show that cer-
tain Quaker principles and ideuls have so influenced the thought
of Americs that they have bersisted as elements of the common
mind, and are revealed in our national literature as essentially
American ideas.

Since religion was a major motive in the establishment of
the Americen colonies, it is not surpriesing that it should have
put a lasting stamp upon many phases of American thought, or
that it should have colored the common attitude towards meny
matters of fundamental significance., It im generally admitted
that Calvinism has been responsible for many well-defined char-
acteristice of the modern American, and that the Puritan quality
of many of our opinions and attitudes has definltely affected
our socigl, industrial, and political history. The present
study has attempted to ahow that it is quite as true that cer-
tain characteristic Quaker ideas, introduced into America in
the seventeenth century, have been the chief shaping force in
the development of those American ideals of equality which are

everywliere recognized as typilcal of our people.

Summary of Findings.

It was shown in Chapters I and II, that the Americun ideals
of equality grew logically from the Guakers' First Frinciple -
the belief that in the heart of every man, of whatever race or

religion, there rewides an "Inner Light" which is the volde, or
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spirit of God; and that this "Inner Light," if heeded, will

direct each person aright in all his thoughts and actions. As

logical corollaries of this first Principle, the Guakers de-

duced six other principles. The Guakers had no formal creed;

but from statemants amde by leaders in the sect, from the opin-

ion of Friends as revealed by the carefully kept minutes of

their meetings, and from historical records of the consistent

stand taken by Friends on many questions of social or political

- importance, the following statement of their six principles of

equality may be submitted as substantially correct:

ld

2.

All men are created equal, and are, therefore, brothers.
ixactly the same justice ought to be meted to all per-

gons, irrespective of race, creed, or position.

3, The honest opinions of all persons, especially their
religious opinions, ought to be reepected and tolerated.
4, No individual ought to be required to attend or support
any church, except as his conscience may dictate.
5. Men ought not to war against each other, since they are
brothers, sharing equally in the "Inner Light."
6. The belief in equality implies:
a., That prisoners should receive humane treatment,
and that capital punishment is wrong,
b. That the poor require our consideration, as bro-
brothers rather than as inferlors, and
c. That slgvery implies putting in bondage, God,
and, is, therefore, not to he tolerated,
1 Accepted liste of Quaker principles and tenets are to

be found in an appendix to this discussion.
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These are the basic Quaker principles of equality aB
worked out in actual practice., The essential oneness of these
£ix ideas is evident. They may be summed up in the expression,
"All men are created equal."

It has been shown in this paper that the principles out=-
lihed above were first introduced into the American colonies
by the Guakers, and that, until early in the eighteenth centu~
ry, they were nourished chiefly by the Quakers. After that
time, they were gradually adopted by other groups. It has been
shown further that Quaker influence has spread widely throughe
out the United States as a.part of the various wesiward migra-
tions, and also as a direct result of the influence of promi-
nent Quaker citizens.

The remainder of the study has been devoted to a chrono-
logical survey of the works of representative American wri ters
of the various periods of American literary history, for the
purpose of tracing the continued influence of the six Quaker
principles of equality upon American thought. It was found
that many writers of each period showed that these principles
were s8teadily and progressively being incorporated into our
national thought. In Chapter IIX, early Puritan literature
was cited to show that the Puritans were not responsible for

the introduction of these liberal ideas.

Conclusion.

The works of representative American writers show ample
evidence of the continuots influence of Quaker principles of
equality. There has been some modification of these princi-

ples in the practical application which has been made of thenm
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from time time; but, in the main, they have remained essentially
a8 they originally were formulated by George Fox, Robert Bar~
clay, William Penn, and John Woolman. We do neot, as a people,
prove the validity of these ideas by a reference to the "Inner
Light," but we do base our social and political doctrines upon
the assumption of the essential brotherhood of men. In conse-
quence, we declare the right of all men to equal opportunity,
we attempt to administer eq&i justice, we guarantee wide free-
dom of opinion, we have established separation of church and
state, we have abolished slavery, we make genuine attempts at
practical methods of poor relief, we have a liberal penal code,
end we are actively interested in the search for means of
achieving and maintaining world peace. These are the six
Quaker principles of equality. The American ideas of equality
find their primary source in the teachings of the Quakers.

An understanding of the Quaker source of American ideals
of equality enables us to explain much in those significant
phillosophical and political movementg in our history = the
war of the Revolution, the Jeffersonian "Revolution," the Jack-
sonian "Hevolution," tlhe transcendentsl movement, the moral
basis of the Civil War, and the movement for international

reace.

Limitations of the Study.

We must go to records and documents for the facts in the
history of a people; but their literature, which reveals the
attitudes, feelingse, and emotions of a people, explains why

the historical events occurred., The major part of this dia~



169

cussion has been concerned with literary productions whieh show
that the American people absorbed and appropriated the Quaker
ideals of equality. It has Veen a study in American literaure,
rather than a study in history or religion. References to hig-
torical records, to recordas of Quaker activities, and to ecriti-
cal studies, have been made only for the purpose of establish-
ing criteria to show thattthe six ideas forming the basis of
discussion were Quaker ideas, and that they were first intro-
duced into America by the Friends.

To what extent the Quaker ideas of equality will continue
to influence social and political thought in America, or to
what extent they may solve or augment our social problems, sre
questions outside the field of this investigation, 8o, also,
is the question of whether or not America followed the best
course in adopting these ideas. No Quaker ideas other than

the six outlined above, were included in the study.

Suggestions for Further Study.

The writer feels that the results of this study are but
a survey of & large and interesting field. The same subject
might well be the basis of research for a doctor's disserta-
tion., Subjects for further study in the sume field include
the following:
1. Quaker influence evident in the American attitude
towards work as shown in American literature,
2. A detailed study of the influence of Huaker ideals of
equality upon the works of any one writer — as Ben-

Jamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, William Cullen
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Bryant, Abraham Lincoln, Sidney Lanier, Walt Whitman,
Vachiel Lindsay, or Carl SBandburg.

o. Quaker principles of equality revealed in twentieth
century literature. Writers studted should inclpde,
among others, Tdna Ferber, Willa Cather, Carl Sand-
burg, Vachel Lindsay, and Hamlin Garland,

William Dean Howells has @;gtten of the Quakers that "the
creed of hanest work for daily bread, and of the egqualization
of every man with another which they lived,cen never perigh."2
The writer felt that if Howells's observation were true, such
a persistent idea would be increasingly evident in the litera-

ture of America. Resegrch has justified the expectation,

2 William Dean Howells, London Films, p. 201,
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APPEHDIX.

DOCTRINES AND PRINCIPLES OF THE SOCIETY

OF ¥RIENDS.

The Friends have never adopted a formal creed, but de-

clare that the Golden Rule is‘sufficient. However, a study

~of the discussions of their faith, as given by George Fox,

William Penn, Robert Barclay, and John Woolman, will reveal

the system of doctrine and belief according to which, for

more than two centuries, the Friends shaped their lives. To

show what their principles were, there follows a list of

statements based upon, or quoted from, the writings of the

four Quakers named above,

I. From George Fox, Passages from the Life and ¥Writings of:

1.

George Fox laid down the proposition that minis-
ters should take no pay. The scriptural basis of
his assertion was, "Freely ye have received, free-
ly give." (pp. 49-50.)

Fox declared against beautiful churches, a priest-
hood, tithes, and church ceremonials. Ee advocated
rather the pure life of worship "within" at all
times, and in all places, He held that the "In-
ward Light" made a priest unnecessary, and that

the whole of life should be a communion and a sac-
rement. (p. 57, pp. 125-126.)

Fox enjoined the Friends to look after their own
poor, that none might be chargeable to their par-
ishes. They also helped any other poor who might
apply for aid., (p. 165.)

we underwent amongst them |their persecutors] ...
vecause we could not put off our hats to them; and
for saying thou and thes to them! Oh! the havoe
and spoil the priests made of our goods, because
we could not ... give them tithes! ... and besides
the great fines laid upon us because we could not
sweaxr! .e. take oaths] (pp, 176-1176, )

"On! the dally reproachea,Jievilingm. and beatings
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II1. From Robert Barclay's Apology:

1.

2.

IIX,

"According th the Scriptures, the Spirit is the
first and principle leader." (p. 14.)

"There is an evangelical and saving light and
grace in all." (p., 16.) (This is the doctrine
upon which the Quaker belief in equality is based.
It is in complete contrast to the Calvinistic
doctrine of election, and is the point from which
the two views of life and religion diverge. This
roint is of first importance in an analysis of .
American ideals of equality.)

"God alone, has dominion over the conscience;
therefore, no magistrate has any authority to6 pun-
ish any one for matters of conscience, provided
one do nothing 'destructive to, or inconsistent
with human society.'" (p. 22.)

Man has invented "foolish and superstitious form-
alities ..., to feed his pride in the vain poemp and
glory of this world." (p. 22.) (This quotation
refers to the Quakers' refusal to use titles or

to admit of any inequalities among persons.)

From William Penn's The Bige and Frogress of the

People Called GQitakers:

"Their characteristic, or main distinguishing

point or principle, is the Light of Christ within, "
"This, I say, is at the root of the goodly tree

of doctrines that grew and branched out from it."
(p. 22. See also, Fox, p. 77.)

Following, are some of the doctrines branching out
from the first Principle:

1.

3

4,

"To love enemies,. Endeavoring through faith and
patience, to overcome all injustice and oppres-
sion." (p. 25.)

*The sufficlency of tiuth-speaking." {§uakers re-
fused to take oaths in addition to their own yesa

end nay.) (p. 25.)

"Not fighting, but suffering." "But though they
were not for fighting, they were for submitting to
civil government, If they cannot fight for civil
overnment, neither can they fight against it."
p. 286,

"They refuse to pay tithes of maintenance to a
national ministry." "lMaintemamce of gospel min-
istry should be free and not forced," (p.27)
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5. "They affirmed it to be ginful to give flattering
titles, or to use vain gestures and compliments of
respect." (p. 27.) ( See also, Fox, p. 36,)

6. "They refused to give service of 'cap and kneaﬁ"
(p. 28.)(8ee also, Fox, bp. 36 and 106, ) o

7. "They use the plain language of thee and thou to
a single person," whatever his degree. (p. 28.)
(See also, ¥ox, pp. 36.) ' ‘

8. "They were changed men themselves before they wentt
about to change others." ( p, 38.)

9ltelThey spoke not their own studied matter, but as
they were opened and moved by his spirit," XNeith-
er did they use a common prayer book, Upen this
doctrine was based also,thr opposition to liter-
ary pursuits. (p. 39.) ( 8ee also, Fox, p. 91.)

10. "The first business in tifir view [the elders'] ...
wag the exercise of charity; to supply the neces-
sities of the poor." (p. 44.)

From William Penn's A Key, etc.:

1. "Though we do not pull off our hats, or make court-
esyings, or give flattering titles, or use compli-
ments ... yet we treat all men with seriousness
and gentleness, though it be with plainness." (p,28)
(This is a statement of the Guaker principle of
equality.)

RErom the writings of both George Fox and William Penn,
as well as from the histories of Bishop and Sewel, we find
the attitude of the aarly Quakers against the conditions of
the prisons, and the injustices in the courts. Here lay the
basis for the Quakers' consistent championship of prison re-
form, and of reform of the penal code,

From early references to the evils of slavery in Fox's
Journgl, and from John Woolman's comstant reiteration through-
out his writings that slavery was wrong, and that Friends
ought to free their slaves, we find the beginning of the

agitation against slavery,
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V. The following additional statements of beliefs of
Quakers are taken from the introduction to an unpub-
lished thesis by Mrs. Garland Miller Taylor, of the

State University of Towa:

1. Quakers consider womens' place in the universe
to be in egual fellowship with men. In busi-
ness meetings women have equal voice with men.

2. They will neither bear arms nor contribute
funds for war,

3. They assume’a philanthropic attitude toward
mankind, especially toward the poor and oppre
pressed.

4. They are tolerant toward the religious beliefd
of others.

The validity of the foregoing lists of Quaker beliefs
and principles is established by numerous references in the
journals of prominent Friends, and in the recordé of activi-
ties and decisions as kept in the minutes of Monthly, &fuarter-

1y, and Yearly Meetings, in England and in all parts of the
United 3Btates.
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