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evident. Hith r:hc establishment of this background, the 

narration of this ~vork then be2:ins to focus specifically on 

the tonic of Fort Uallace, describing how t.he site of the 

post \\1as este.bllshed, oroblems in cons tructing Dost [aci11­

ties, and the role of the fort in defending the wesLern 

portion of the Smoh.-y Hill Trail. With the cOffiPleLi011 a 

this mission, the work concludes with a description of the 

ecision to close the post and to dispose of the property. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The settlement of the American West was a long and 

difficult task. Before this task could be completed it was 

necessary to remove the native American Indian, as he stood 

in the way of the white man's progress. It was only a 

matter of time before the advanced technology of the white 

man and his superiority of numbers eliminated the Indian 

from his path. The complete story of the westward expan­

sion involves many different areas and subjects. The main 

objective of this paper is to focus attention upon one par­

ticular area and subject, the military post of Fort Wallace, 

Kansas. 

The existence of Fort Wallace was not of major impor­

tance to the entire scope of western expans,ion. Its loca­

tion, however., in relation to other military posts, gave it 

prime importance to the settlement of western Kansas and 

Eastern Colorado. The primary effort of this paper is to 

describe events in and around the military post of Fort 

Hallace. 

In order to understand the necessity for, and the 

mission of, this fort, it is necessary to give a general 

summary and description of events contributing to the need 

for a military post in this region. The content of the 

first portion of this oaDer is a brief narrative of the 

1 
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Great Plains and the impression Americans had about the 

plains. An effort is made to show how this attitude began 

to change and how a new interest was stimulated in this 

region as a result of the discovery of gold. 

Gold discovery created a new interest in the Great 

Plains, an interest which eventually resulted in the exter­

mination of the Indian domain. Also, travel and trade 

across the plains became a high priority, resulting in the 

establishment of the Smoky Hill Trail. This trail was to 

become one of the main routes of travel between Colorado and 

Eastern Kansas, beginning as a road for stage and freight 

lines, and eventually becoming one of the main routes for 

tne new transcontinental railroad. The course of this trail 

went through the heart of the country belonging to the Plains 

Indians. It was only natural for the Indian to vigorously 

resist encroachment upon his territory. In turn, the gov­

ernment authorized the u.s. Army to establish a series of 

forts along the Smoky Hill Trail. The primary mission of 

these forts was to protect travelers and traders \vho used 

the Smoky Hill route, and later the protection of railroad 

construction workers. 

ith the establishment of this background, the paper 

will begin a detailed description of the military post of 

Fort Wallace. Content will be concerned with such items as 

the geographical location of the post and problems encoun­

tered in construction of the buildings. Also included in 

this section will be a description of the major engagements 
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against hostile Indians by the troops st~tioned at the fort. 

Rather than attempt to cover all hostile Indian engagements, 

as a good share of these involve only a small number of 

troops and Indians, an attempt will be made to describe 

events of major importance. The main emphasis on Indian 

affairs will cover the years 1867-1869. Specific examples 

will include General Hancock's expedition and its effect 

upon Fort Wallace, the rescue of Col. George Forsyth's 

scouts at Beecher's Island, and the Dull Knife raid of 1878. 

After describing these events, the paper concludes 

with a brief description of the decision to close the fort 

and the disposal of the property. 



CHAPTER I 

THE GREAT AMERle DESERT 

From the time the first white man set foot on the 

eastern coast of North America, there began a continual 

movement to the west which was not ended until they had fi ­

nally reached the opposite shore on the Pac.ific Ocean. So 

relentless were the white settlers in this movement that 

they \'lould not allow anything to stop the advancement of 

their civilization. This attitude created a major struggle 

between the white man and the American Indian, which would 

not end until one was to dominate the other. History nas 

recorded that the white man with his advanced knowledge in 

technical skills and eventual superiority in numbers was to 

become the dominant force. 

This conflict hetween the \>lhit,e settlers and the Amer­

ican Indian was not a continual day-by-day, year-after-vear 

struggle. There were times when the b,70 opposing sides 

waged a bloody and violent,~ar, followed by a period of 

relative calm and peaceful coexistence. This situation e~­

isted from the time of the establishment of the first Eng­

lish colonies until the Indian resistance was broken in the 

late 1800's. When the United States became independent, tne 

new government acquired a vast amount of land, consisting 

4
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~1at is commonly referred to as the old Northwest Terri­

tory and the Ohio an ssissiDpi Valley regions. Pioneers 

and land speculators had long desired to occupy these areas, 

but were stopped by British restrictions. Independence re­

moved this barrier and a new westward movement began. This 

new sur£;:e to the west was to create another chapter in the 

struggle bet\veen the white man and the Indian. 

In the early 1800's an apparent solution to this prob­

lem had been found. With the acquisition of the Louisiana 

Purchase, the territory of the United States doubled in 

size. At first impression, this new area offered numerous 

potentials. Early exploration of the Louisiana Territory, 

however, gave birth to the idea that most of the area be­

tween the Mississippi River and the Rocky Mountains was a 

large uninhabitable desert and would be of no use to the 

white settlers. This theory 

• . . was a reality in the minds of the people 
of that time. To them the region was actually 
a desert wholly uninhabitable with the methods 
and the implements and instruments 0 1pioneering 
which had been previously used . . • 

in the eastern portion of the United States. The basis of 

this idea has numerous origins, but it was left to several 

American explorers in the early 1800's to implant the idea 

firmlv in the knerican mind. 
~ 

This theory did not originate with these knerican ex­

plorers. The Spanish Conquistador, Francisco Coronado, was 

the first to suggest the idea which was eventually to label 

this area as the Great American Desert. ~riting a descr~p-
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tion of his journey into the Great Flains for the Kin£. of 

Spain, Coronado stated that he ~>1as reluctant to continue 

because he felt that "the way was through such uninhabit ­

able deserts, and from the lack of water ••• we and our 

horses would die of hunger." 2 A contemporary of Coronado, 

Hernando DeSoto, also helped contribute to this theory. It 

is probable that DeSoto's exploration never reached the 

Great Plains. However, his description of why he turned 

back helped to establish the desert theory. In his report 

describing his expedition, DeSoto rel~tes that they gave up 

their exploration and: " ••. returned eastward because 

they thought they were approaching a country 'where the 

1t 3Indians wandered like Arabs' . Although Coronado and 

DeSoto wrote their descriptions in the early 1500's, knowl­

edge of this area was extremely limited until there were 

further exnlorations by American explorers in the early 

nineteenth century. 

The exp lorat ions of Lewis and ClDX1-:., Zebulon Pike, and 

Haj or Stephen H. Long added much neVl knowledge about the 

Great Plains region. The information revealed by these ex­

plorations contributed a tremendous influence in establish­

ing the myth of the Great American Desert. In his descri,, ­

tion of the Great Plains, Zebulon Pike stated that: 

hese vast plains of the \,]estern hemisphere 
may become in time as celebrated as the sandy 
deserts of Africa; for I saw in my route, in 
various places, tracts of many leagues where the 
wind had thro"m up the sand in all the fanciful 
form of the oceans rolling wave and vlhich not 
a speck of vegetable matter existed. 4 
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A later expedition in 181.9-1820, und t-lai or Stephen H. 

Long, provided an opinion \vhich was no more lenient in its 

description of the plain was Pike's. Following the 

example of his predecessor ike, St'e.phen H. Long was 0"· 

the opinion that 

. this extensive section of country, I 
do not hesitate in giving the opinion, that 
it is wholly unfit for human cultivation, and 
of course uninhabitable by a people dePsnding 
upon agriculture for their subsistance. 

The information from these reports created an opinion 

in the American public that firmly established the tradi­

tion of the Great Plains as the Great American Desert. This 

impression of the Great Plains would be prominent in the 

American attitude for the first half of the nineteenth 

century and in some arters until after the Civ· are In 

1859, Horace Greely traveled across the Great Plains and 

published his observations in his newspaper, the NevJ York 

Tribune. Greely's description mimics the position of most 

~~ericans in their belief about the Great Plains, and is a 

good example of the idea of the Great American Desert ex­

isting among the most enlightened people do\~ to the Civ 

War. 6 

Although the area was cand ed as a limitless waste­

land, it did offer an advantage to the erican settlers 

in their desire to ,expand westward. he main contributors 

to the desert theory, Ze on Pike and Stephen H. long, 

suggested that the Great Plains could serve as a barrier 

and thus limit 1;vestwarCl exp ion. Lon£ expressed the idea 
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that the Great Plains would protect the settled area of the 

United States and protect against an en tha.t might be 

disposed to nov us in that part of our frontier. In the 

same line of thought, Pike proposed the idea that the plains 

\'1ould limit \;7estern ansion because settlers would limit 

their extent on the west to the borders of the Missouri and 

Mississippi. Pike also offered another suggestion, which 

was to become an established government policy. He suggest­

ed that the American pioneer would leave the prairies which 

are incapable of cultivation to the ~vandering and uncivi­

lized Indians of the country. Expounding upon this idea, 

government officials soon found another use for the Great 

Plains which would offer an apparent solution to the Indian 

problem. 7 

As geographic knowledge of the Great Plains spread, 

and the belief became established that the area would be 

useless for the white man's civilization, the suggestion by 

Zebulon Pike was picked up by government officials and even­

tually became an established government program. Thus, what 

was offered as a simple answer to a complex problem became 

a reality. It appeared that 

. the solution of the problem of the 
Indian appeared obvious and easy. West of 
the Mississippi lay millions of acres of wild 
land which everyone felt sure would never be 
desired for white settlement . . .. In vie,... 
of the apparent unavailability of the far west 
for white settlement it seemed reasonable to 
send the Indian to that Dart of the country.8 

This reasoninj! led to It t he conceot of a permanent Indian 
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Frontier•••• u9 This policy became established shortly 

after the United States acquired the Louisiana Purchase and 

gained momentum after the War of 1812. 

The idea of a permanent Indian Frontier became an 

official government doctri.ne that lasted until the mid­

1850's at which time the area was organized into territo­

ries, which would later become states. From its origins, 

the plan, in outward appearance, offered a reasonable 

solution, because this vast Indian reserve offered a place 

"-..L.ere red men would be forever removed from the path of 

advancing white settlements. "10 By 1825, Secretary of ~··Jar 

JOM C. Calhoun had the plan formulated and put into oper­

ation. Bv 1840, the permanent Indian Frontier was planted 

along the ninety-fifth meridian, from the Red River to the 

Great Bend of the Hissouri. Along this established line 

as a series of military posts. The purpose of the forts 

was to keep a close watch on this vast Indian reserve and 

provide security whereby "the imm.igrant and resident Indians 

would forever enj oy security from \...,hite encroachment. H 11 

~fuat appeared to be a permanent situation proved to be only 

a temporary expedience. As logical as it seemed, the plan 

was doomed to eventual collapse and failure. 

The basis for the failure of this concept can be 

traced to two main sources. First n was the inability of 

eastern natives to adapt to the strange environment of the 

plains. 1112 The planners failed to realize that they were 

taking the eastern Indian, whose life style was basically 
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sedentary and agricultural, and placing hLm in an alien 

situation which was the complete opposite of his natural 

life style. Under these circumstances, the eastern Indian 

\l7as unable to adapt to the nomadic conditions which were 

necessary for survival on the plains. One can only imagine 

how the government expected the eastern Indian to survive 

in a region which they considered unfit for white settlers. 

Another fact not taken into consideration was that the 

Plains Indians did not welcome the eastern Indians as a 

brother, but looked upon them as intruders upon their ances­

tral homeland. The Plains Indian could not accept the fact 

that he was to share his homeland with an Indian of a dif ­

ferent culture and life style. The two different Indian 

cultures could possibly have learned to cope with one an­

other and live in peaceful co-existence, if they were left 

unmolested and .':1.J.lowed to develop in their own way. How­

ever, the restless spirit of the American people to expand 

farther west was beginning to revive again. This renewed 

spirit, to push westward, brought on the second, and no doubt 

the most important reason, why the permanent Indian Frontier 

was doomed to failure. 

This new spirit, which became known as America's Mani­

fest Destiny, achieved a high degree of popularity during 

the 1840's. During the decade from 1840 to 1850, the United 

States achieved its dream and goal by spanning the continent 

from ocean to ocean. As a result of the war with Mexico, 

the United States annexed Texas and gained control of the 
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Ne\-J Hex-ico, Utah, and California territories. The Oregon 

Country was acquired by the more prudent method of diplo­

macy. As a result of the territorial acquisitions of the 

1840's, which added new land west of the Indian country, 

the concept of the permanent Indian Frontier was doomed. 13 

This new surge to the west was, at first, a slow and gradual 

process, but once it gained momentum there was no stopping 

it. At first appearance, it seemed that the relocated In­

dians, and those who were native to the Great Plains, would 

live without being disturbed by the white man. As time 

passed, gradual inroads were made. The first settlers were 

content to use the Indian land as a means to an end. The 

Indian reserve was utilized as an exoedient way to reach 

bigger and better things on the other side. As travel con­

tinued to these new regions ,a la.rger interest began to 

grow and develop and events would soon change the status of 

the Indians' permanent frontier. 

The first of these events was the discovery of gold 

in California. This discovery touched off a mass emigra~ion 

across the travel routes through the Indian country. The 

Forty-Niners did not pose a major threat to the Indian 

domain, as their main concern was to rea.ch the gold fields 

as quickly as possible. At this time, a conflict between 

the \ilhite man and the Indian over the Great Plains seemed 

remote, but the basis for a major confrontation l"JaS a llve 

and viable reality and was soon to st.art. 

The spark which ignited the flames on the Great Pla~s, 
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and \vhich marked the beginning of the e r Indi dornaLL, 

\l7as the discovery of go1d in the Pike' 5 Peak region of wha.t 

was then Kansas Territory, and later becmne part of the new 

territory of Colorado. e aiscovery at Pike's Peak brought 

thousands of miners surging ac s the verf heart of the 

Indians' hunting ground. A result of the Pike's Peak Gold 

.,,~sh \vas !I • the demand for opening the central portion 

of the Indian country--the lands of Kansas and Nebrask 

where most of the transportation routes \vere concentrated . 

1114. . . ,Ii th this demand carne ". • • the development of 

freighting and express lines, the plans for transcontinental 

railroads, all demonstrated during the 1850's that the 

policy of 'one Big Reservation' was destined to speedy 

extinction. illS 

As public pressure mounted, the government eventually 

relinquished the idea of a ue ent Indi Frontier and 

replaced it with a syst~ of concentration on well defined 

reservations. This new policy created a violent an oody 

war which raged over the entire region of the Great Plains 

and into the mountain and desert re£ions as well. This 

rene\'1ed conflict, which lasted the better part of thirty 

years, would be the last stand for the Americm1 Indian. The 

\.;hite settlers would be relentless in their pursu.it and 

excessive in their demands UDon the Federal Government and 

Army, until the Indian was all but annihilated. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE PIKE'S PEAK GOLD RUSH
 

AND THE
 

OF THE SMOKY HILL TRAIL
 

The discovery of gold at Pike's Peak created revolu­

tionary changes for the Great Plains. As this d'Lscovery 

was much closer to the Indian reserve, it would have a 

direct effect upon the relationship between the '.lbite man 

and the Indian. Various events developed as a result of 

the Pike's Peak gold rush and sounded the death knell for 

the life style and the very existence of the Indians on the 

Great Plains. 

The initial discovery of gold did not creaLe much 

excitement at first, as rumors of gold in this area had 

existed for ite some time. In the spring of 1850, these 

nunors became an established fact, although the discovery 

was small and rather insignificant when compared to the 

California gold fields. As the California gold rush was in 

the height of its glory, ve little attention was given to 

the gold in the Pike·s Pea ea. By the end of the decade, 

however, new deposits were discovered and the gold rush to 

Pike's Peak caused almost as much hysteria as the earlier 

discovery in Califomia. l 
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As news of the strike spread eastward, it reached 

avalanche proportions and stirred the imagination of those 

who believed in the pot of gold at the end of every rainbow. 

As reports of the strike passed from one person to another 

It ••• the magnitude of the discovery had kept steadily 

increasing. liZ At the time of the discovery, the country 

was in the grips of a severe economic depression. There 

were many evicted farmers and unemployed laborers who were 

taken in by these stories and appeared to lose all contact 

with reality and rational thinking. 

The mass hysteria created by the gold rush was assist ­

ed by newspaper journalists who wrote exaggerated stories 

about the wealth of the strike. :len it started, ·.no one had 

the slightest inclination of what would result from this new 

discovery of gold. The gold rush was the forerunner of a 

series of events which would alter the life style of the 

Great Plains and contributed much to expel the belief that 

the Great Plains was an uninhabitable desert. 3 

As the economic potential of the gold rush began to 

grow and develop, there arose with it a desire for a shorter 

route to the new gold fields. Logical reasoning showed the 

geographical location of the Kansas territory could fulfill 

this need. It did not take long for the merchants of east­

ern Kansas to recognize this fact and they began to promote 

the idea of a new and shorter route. The fact that there 

were already two established routes did not deter them from 

their goal. hese two routes, the Santa Fe and North Platte, 
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which had been in existence for a number of yen_"'::"s, wet':= not 

conveniently located for travel to the gold fields, as they 

were north and south of the gold region. This meant that 

they took travelers several hundred miles out of their way 

before they reached their destinations. It \'las this fact 

that encouraged the merchants of eastern Kansas to promote 

the idea of a new route, one leading to the establishment 

of the Smoky Hill Trail. 

Although the merchants eventually succeeded in their 

task, they did not reap the immediate economic benefit they 

expected. In the end they were rewarded indirectly, a.s the 

Smoky Hill Trail allowed numerous settlers to move into and 

develop the interior of Kansas. 

The task in establishing a new trail was by no means 

an easy one. Because of the hardships suffered by some of 

the early travelers over this route, the Smoky Hill received 

a large amount of adverse publicity. A good share of the 

problems encountered by the users of this new route was the 

result of their own ignorance. Many of those who chose to 

us"e the Smoky Hill embarked upon their journey comple.tely 

oblivious to the hazards they would encounter. Although 

forewarned of the dangers, they failed to heed this advice. 

A portion of these travelers were so naive in their attitude 

that "\-Jhen asked how they would live on their long journey, 

they blithely answered that they would kill game and sleep 

in barns. tl4 There are numerous example.s recorded of the 

rsuffering which these innocent travelers encountered. Pe ­
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haps the most pathetic is of the Blue brothers who II • • 

gained questionable fame when one reached the mines only 

after subsisting on the bodies of the two who had succumbed." S 

Because of the hardships and personal disaster ex­

perienced by some of the early travelers of the Smoky Hill, 

there was a certain amount of controversy over the merits 

of this particular route. Although the trail was condemned, 

and those who advocated the use of it were severely criti ­

cized for encouraging the use of it, there were some wno 

believed the Smoky Hill could be deve10ped into a practical 

route. The defenders of the Smoky Hill Trail were ruled by 

the spirit of competition. Their motive in this effort was 

to receive for their communities the economic benefits which 

would be generated by traveLe who used this route. 

Although they were criticized for their belief, the 

advocates of the Smoky Hill defended their actions and 

countered the arguments against the new trail by publishing 

guidebooks describing the advantages of the Smoky Hill rout~. 

These guidebooks stressed the fact that certain precautions 

and preparations should be made before starting on tne 

journey. Had this advice been taken serious ly, most of the 

hardships and dangers could have been avoided. A portion 

of this situation was created by newspapers in the towns 

which would benefit from the business 2enerated by the trail. 

These newspapers printed numerous stories which contained 

many fabrications, concerning the lack of danger to travelers 

using the Smo'ky 1. Although these newspaper stories 
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contained erroneous information, they all offered the same 

general set of facts and expounded UDon the idea that Kansas 

offered a direct route to the gold fields. 6 

The perseverance of those who supported the trail 

would eventually produce results. The credit for this ac­

complis~~ent must go to a dedicated group of people in 

Leavenworth. Because of its geographic location, these 

individuals recognized that Leavenworth could benefit exten­

sively from the business produced by people on their way to 

the gold fields. If the strike continued to grow and devel­

op, as many expected it to do, the profits from this busi­

ness would be phenomenal. It would not be easy to accom­

plish this task because of the adverse publicity which was 

created from the hardships the early travelers over the 

Smoky Hill had encountered. In spite of this, there were 

numerous suoporters of the route \vho remained dedie-nted to 

their cause and would establish the idea that the Smoky Hill 

was a safe route. 

Although the immediate objective was to establish the 

road, there were others who were looking at future develop­

ments that could possibly be created by placing a permanent 

trail through the Smoky Hill Valley.7 It was at this time 

that railroads were beginning to captivate the interest of 

the American public. A side result of the gold strike was 

the development of the proposal to build a transcontinental 

railroad. ny establishing the Smoky Hill Trail, the chances 

of building a railroad across Kansas would be enormously 
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increased. Supporters of the p,lan to construct the trail 

were well aware of this fact. To influence others on this 

idea a newspaper in Lawrence suggested". • . that if the 

Smoky Hill Route were not opened the Pacific Railroad would 

go by way of the Platte Route. uS 

This idea soon spread to other communities and began 

to grow in popularity. The idea was to be further expanded 

by newspapers in these areas. This is illustrated by an 

article in the Manhattan Express which emphasized " ... 

that the road . • . would be the forerunner of a railroad 

which would soon be demanded by the importance which the 

1I9gold mines on our western border are beginning to assume. 

It would be several years before the railroad would become 

a reality, but the efforts of this group helped to imDle­

ment the idea that Kansas would make a good location for 

this future railroad. 

Before they accomp 1i shed their goal, the supporters of 

the Smoky Hill Trail would face failure, but they continued 

at the task until their efforts succeeded. In their haste 

to establish the trail, the first attempt was a disappoint­

ment which ended in a complete failure. Because of this 

eagerness to establish the road, the people of Leavenworth 

contracted the services of William Greene Russell who ;t • • • 

offered to locate a road over the Smoky Hill Route for 

$3,500."10 For this fee Russell agreed to provide a guide 

for the road" .•. giving the distance bet\l1een camping 

grounds and information on the supply of wood, grass and 
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tillwater. After completing any necessary prepara­

tions, Russell was ready to commence his task and left 

Leavenwor late in the month of rch. Uoon the c letion 

of his expedition, he answered the agreement by returning a 

report to Leavenworth. en this information was made 

public, there was a large amount of eKcitement over it. 

However, there were some who recognized that the information 

sent back by Russell was of limited value. In his report, 

Russell did not provide enough satisfactory information for 

the successful establishment of a permanent road. 12 

No doubt there were some in Leavenworth who were 

discouraged and disillusioned with the project when the 

failure of the Russell ey:pedition was fully recognized. 

HO\\lever, there were others who were determined to see the 

project through to a successful completion. Although a 

costly mistake, the planners \.\lere to profit from the exoe­

rience. l..Jithin a short period oft.ime a second expedition 

was organized to establish the road. The planning and prep­

aration for this attempt was more carefully thought out and 

better org&lized. 

Because of their earlier mistake, the Leavenworth 

merchants were more discreet\o1hen they he to formulate a 

plan for another expedition. For this attempt they selected 

individuals who possessed the skills needed for the task. 

This expedition was organized into an efficient operation 

which included a superintendent, a guide, an engineer and a 

practical surveyor. hese individuals we provided witl 
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the necessary wagons and equipment and were assisted by 

approximately forty other men "Jho did the work needed to 

construct a usable road. 13 

e.Lected for the j 0' f superintendent was Henry 

Greene and the job of chief engineer w, awarded to O. M. 

Tennison. After these two individuals were selected, they 

were given the responsibility of organizing the expedition. 

By mid-June, Greene and Tennison had completed t:l.L3 task 

and their Darty was formed and ready to go. In ar.:-;.>roxi­

mately six weeks, Greene and his party had accomplished what 

they set out to do. 

By early August, reports were received from Greene 

and Tennison which were satisfactory in their description 

of the trail and proved to the people of Leavenworth that 

their goal had been achieved. The information received 

from Greene and Tennison was encouraging and soon began to 

circulate into other areas. 

The chief engineer, Tennison, assisted in circulating 

information about the practicality of the Smoky Hill Trail 

by publishing in the Western Mountaineer a lengthy article 

describing the journey and what the expedition had accom­

plished. In his article, Tennison stat,ed the expedition 

• • . found an abundance of water and grass 
and wood and fuel more than sU£ficient for 
camping purposes. We have found a first 
rate road..•• 14 

The authenticity of the road and the description of 

it was soon backed up by people returning from the go1 

fields ,....ho traveled back over the new route. escribing 
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their j oum,ey, thes e travelers sustained the enthus iasm 

that h.ad been started by the report of Tennison and Greene 

for the Smoky Hill Road. 15 

The combination of the re'Ports by members of the ex­

pedition and the favorable statements by those who traveled 

the new road were instrumental in dispelling earlier beliefs 

and attitudes that the Smoky Hill was a dangerous and naz­

ardous route. 

As a promotional e.ffort and to publicize this ne,'] and 

promising information, the city of Leavenworth used the 

reports of Greene and Tennison as the format for a pamphlet. 

This pamphlet, UReport and Map of the Superintendent and 

Engineer of the Smoky Hill Expedition," t'l1<3.8 des igned to make 

it kno\~ that there was now an established road through the 

Smoky Hill Valley and it e>"'"Pounded upon the advantages of 

this net... route. The pamphlet als ointed out that the city 

of Leavenworth offered numerous advantages for traveLers 

who chose to use this new route. To illustra his, the 

pamphlet describes fl. . . om the position whic Leaven­

worth Ci"ty occupies • . . the emigrant, in his journey to 

the gold regions of Kansas, can be furnished with everythin 

necessary for the trip at this poi.nt. nL6 For anyone contem.. 

plating a trip to the gold fields, the p, hlet would hel 

to convince them that Leavenworth was the VJe lace to 

start and the Smoky Hill would be the best route to trave.... 

Al thou2:h it \vaS designed to promote the city 0'"­

Leavenworth, the Gr e--Te son expedition vJaS instrumental 
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in establishing- the idea that the Smoky Hill Trail was 

shorter and as sa.fe as the other established routes. In 

the coming years the route would prove its usefulness, but 

only at a later date and under different circumstances. 

'nthin sev,eral years, t.he Smoky Hill Trail was to become 

one of the major travel routes across Kansas. In the end 

the people of Leavenworth were rewarded for their efforts. 

However, ·the financial gain was not as much as that which 

could have been acquired from emigrants traveling to the 

gold fields. The trail was to serve as a road for a sta 

and eX'"Press line. But of more impo,rtance T,.<las the fact that 

the course of the road T,.<las to lay the foundation as a oro­

posed route for the Kansas-Pacific Railroad. The combin 

tion of these two items was to have a profound impact upon 

the development and course of events for the Great Plains 

of western Kansas. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE Sr10KY HILL VALLEY AND THE TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROA:···
 

AND
 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BUTTERFIELD OVERLAND DESPATCH
 

Events far removed from the geographical region of 

Kansas and the Smoky Hill Valley called the attention of the 

American public eastward, temporarily delaying the active 

development of this area for several years. The national 

calamity of the Civil ~lar fell upon the United States in the 

spring of 1861. This gigantic struggle caotivated the in~ 

terest and compelled the energy of the American people, both 

north and south. The war effort became their number one 

priority and other issues \Y'ere relegated to positions 0.­

lesser importance. 

Nevertheless, efforts '<Jere continued during the Civil 

t~ar years to establish a transcontinental railroad. This 

much talked of railroad was on the horizon and would soon 

become a reality. Along with the railroad was an ambitious 

project to establish a freight and stageline on the newLy 

established Smoky Hill Trail. These two items s:!.uaranteed 

that the settlement of central and western Kansas would re­

sume as soon as the \,\/ar ended. The railroad and trail were 

instrumental in helping to aggravate the Indians and would 
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help create a major role for the military in helpin£ to 

tame the frontier during the post-war years. 

Both the North and the South readily perceived the 

importance of the West to their war effort. Indeed, the 

national government "did not turn its back on the West while 

it dealt with the rebellious South. n1 President LincolTand 

his administration appreciated the allegiance expressed by 

delegations from the western territories, stating their 

support for the Union and the war. In a display of appreci­

ation, the government assigned volunteer troops throughout 

the ~vest to maintain the emigrant routes, to provide secu­

rity for the mail and telegraph services, and to offer pro­

tection to the exposed settlements. At the conclusion of 

the war, these tasks would be assumed as a primary mission 

by the regular army.2 

There is no doubt that four years of Civil War cur­

tailed westward expansion to a certain extent. "Despite 

the war the flow of emigration continued. From the Pacific 

Coast as well as the East, emigrants poured into the new 

territories over established travel routes and blazed new 

ones too. u3 It made no difference to these people that the 

country was in the grips of a strug~le to decide whether it 

was to be divided into two countries or remain unit.ed. The 

beckoning of the West persisted and there were those who, 

for various reasons, heeded the call. War or no war, the 

frontier, on a limited capacity, would continue to be .ex­

panded and developed. This enthusiasm was further sti 
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lated by the discovery of several large mineral deposits in 

the western territories. These discoveries, combined with 

a steady flow of settlers, helped to intensify the impor­

tance of the need for a more efficient transportation and 

communication system. Within a short period of time the 

Smoky Hill ~alley would play an irnnortant role in the devel­

opment of freight lines and as a maj or ":jranch of the trans­

cont.inental railroad. The decision to establish a railro 

in this area was made before the e;~ress line was estab­

lished, with construction of the railroad starting after 

the Civil War was concluded. 

For organizational purposes only, the events leading to 

these decisions will be in sequential order, with a brief 

description of circumstances which led to the establishment 

of the railroad. This will be followed by a general summary 

of the founding of the express line known as the ButterfieJ.~~ 

Overland Despatch. It is necessary to explain these two 

subjects, because without them, there would have been no 

need for the series of forts that were constructed alon~ the 

Smoky Hill Trail. 

As described in the preceding chapter, it was the dis­

covery of gold which provided the stimulus creating a large 

amount of interest in this region. Although the gold strike 

displayed the need for better transportation and did much 

to encourage its development, there were numerous plans pro­

posing railroad construction before this event took place. 

¥..1hen the Kansas Territory was organized in 1854, there 
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arose a discussion of building on to existing eastern rail ­

roads to link both sides of the continent by rail. Early 

leaders in the Kansas Territ,ory \oJere quick to recogniz 

that the geographical lOC:A.,tion and physical terrain of the 

Kansas plains were ideal for railroad construction. One of 

the first official acts of th~ new territorial legislature 

which convened in March of 1855, was to grant charters to 

five rail road companies. -:juring the next several years, 

railroads were a major topic of discussion during the le£is­

lative sessions. Plans to start a railroad were so popular 

"that in the years 1855-60 'paper railways' became more 

common in I{,::_nsas than weeds in a roadside ditch. "4 l-Jithin 

five years after the ~ansas Territory was first organized, 

appl::'oximately one hundred railroads had been incoroorated 

by the territorial legislature. From this multitude of 

railroads, the majority of which would never lay one foot 

of track, there emerged a small number which eventually 

became the main lines through Kansas. Of these, the one 

which was to play a dominant role in the Smoky Hill region 

was the Union Pacific Eastern Division. Eventually thO 

name would be shortened to the Kansas Pacific. 5 

The forerunner of this railroad, chartered in 1855, 

was knm>ID as the Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western. As stlDU­

lated in the terms'of the charter this railroad was tI ••• to 

build from the Missouri up the Valleys of the Kansas and 

Republican rivers to Fort Kearney, Nebraska.,,6 By 1857 the 

railroad was organized and construction was started in May 
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of that year. By the end of the year a route ftom Fort 

Leavem:lorth to Fort Riley had Dee un-eyed and the location 

of the line bet:\lleen these two points had been establ ished. 

Events would soon change the course of this railroad to 

\'lhere it woul e ilt directly ac :{, sas. 7 

During the presidential election of 1860, one of the 

main campaign issues of the Republican party \17as tile prom­

ise to pursue the development and construction of a trans­

continental railroad. In July of 1862, President Lincoln 

fulfilled this pledge by signing into law the Pacific Rail­

way Bill. The terms of the hil 

. . provided for federal aid for the con­
struction of a transcontinenLal railroad and 
provided for three feeder lines which were 

thorized to build through Kansas and even­
tually connect with the mainline in Nebraska. S 

One of these feeder lines was to be the Leavemllorth, Ya~m 

and Western. tUthin a short period of time, forts were 

being made to chan the original cou of this railroa' 

and build it in a direct line from east to west across Kan 

with its terminus at Denver. The most logical route for this 

would be parallel to t Smoky Hill Trail. 

This task was accomplishe.d wit. he assistance of 

Senator Henderson fr'om Missouri. The Senator proposed a 

bill in Congress \'1hich 

• . " ",rgued that the Smoky Hill Route was 134 
miles shorter than the Republican River route 
to Denver; that the country through which it 
,assed was richer and possessed an abundant 
supply of coal; t.ha~ the company.was offering 
to build the road wlthout bond a~d. . . • 

The basis for prop ng this change was that this ne could 
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have a tremendous effect on the dev,eloj'.lu~~11C of trade tn the 

New Mexico Territory. Senator Henderson's efforts were to 

be suc'cessful ". . . in 1866 the g,overnment granted the 

Eastern Division permission to build to Denver via the 

Smoky Hill Valley. 1110 Along with granting permission to 

change the route, the goveunnent added an additional incen­

tive, by awarding the railroad co y nearly four million 

acres of public land adjacent to the prooosed route. Thi 

land f,vas to be disposed of by the railroad to help cover 

the cost of construction. ll 

This decision was wa e!comed by the people 0 

\o1estern Missouri and eastern Kansas. Their enthusiasm c 

best be described by an article in the 

Radical of July 14, 1866. The article expressed the idea 

that 

e route oVer the Smoky Hill \~ill be the mai 
route from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Natur, 
so decrees it. . . . Being so it puts Kansas 
in the center of the Union . • . and will dra\i 
to it rapidly and steadily a dense population 
for our state, indeed! it is a material triumph, 
the extent \olhich no mlnd can calculate. 12 

Perhaps the author of this article had a z.ifted talent to 

perceive the future. tar its construction, the railroad 

gave the \1hi te a tremendous advanta£@ his conquest 0 

the \veste frontier. 

The Indians of this area, who considered this their 

ancestral homeland, would not stand idly by and have their 

land \,.,rested from them. Thus, the coming of the railroad 

helped to instigate a major strug£:le for control of tne 
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Great Plains between the white m d tIle Indi This 

struggle would not cease until the Indi ,vas completely 

subjuzated and his will to resist \-,las broken forever. 

Althouzh there was much interest and emphasis upon 

establishing a railroad across Kansas, the first important 

use of the Smoky Hill Valley was for an express and st~ge 

route. This express business developed concurrently with 

the railroad and helped to establish the importance of the 

trail. The man responsible for achieving this was David A. 

Butterfield. In the early 1860 IS, Butterfield ~~as one of 

Denver I s leading businessmen. v.Tb.i Ie there, he formed an 

extensive acqua.intance in the tmms and mining camps of 

Colorado. Butterfield had a good eye for business and quick­

ly recognized the potential that the vast commerce of the 

plains and mining communities could offer. A description of 

Butterfield characterizes him as an enerzetic person with 

an ambition to organize. and establish some great enterprise 

connected \with the overland route. 13 His ambition was de­

veloped into a scheme that would be promoted into a gigantic 

enterprise. 

In June of 1864, he established residency in Atchison 

and began vJOrk on setting up his express business. For the 

task at hand, Butterfield possessed a natural talent. He 

was described as PI. • a smooth talker, ,,"'as very ambitious• 

and had few equals as an organizer...."14 As it offered 

the most direct route from Atchison to Denver, it was only 

logical that Butterfield should select the Smoky Hill Trail 
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for his eh~ress line. By the early months of 1865, Butter­

field had convinced others of his plan. His salesmanship 

gained him the necessary financial support. ~ith his finan­

cial base firmly established, he formed a joint stOCK com­

pany which was named the Butterfield Overland Deso,atch. In 

this company, nearly three million dollars were invested; 

half of this initial outlay was paid in cash. 15 

To publicize the new business, Butterfield enga2ed in 

an extensive advertising campaign. In the spring of 1865, 

a vast amount of money was spent to publicize the new busi­

ness. Notices were put in newspapers in New York, Chicago, 

St. Louis, Denver and Sa Lake City. From the advertising, 

the Butterfield Overland Despatch became one of the most 

popular topics in the country. nThe leading newspapers 

printed column after column about it and everywhere it was 

talked about. it16 The advertising campaign achieved better 

results than originally e~"T)ected. By l::l.te June, the co;n~any 

had enough consiznments to start the first tn:'~.n. On June 

24, 1865, ". . . the first train of the ~?,utterfield Ove-;:-land 

Despatch Company t s freight \vagons set out from Atchison • . • 

loaded with seventy-five tons of freight for Denver and the 

Colorado mining towns."17 

Once the fr'eighting business was fi established, 

Butterfield began to prepare his line to handle passenge 

travel. To accomodate those who desired to travel by this 

overland route, he purchased twenty new stagecoaches and 

more than t\.0i70 hundred high grade rses to pull them. To 
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Drovide the travelers with adequate facilities rel.ayfl ••• 

stations ~'1ere being buil t along the ,entir,e Smoky Hill route 

at intervals of approximat,ely tlo.H=lve miles. n I8 By September, 

all preparations were completed and the first stage over the 

new road was traveling west. 

From all indications it appeared that Butterfteld's 

operation would be an overwhelming success. However, it 

would not be long before the company was financiallv ruined. 

"It was less than eighteen months from the first organi­

zation of the Overland Despatch until there was nothing lei 

of it. ul9 This resulted from heavy financial debts and 

extremely high operatinR costs. nancially ruined, Butte r ­

field sold the business to the H ay Overland 1-iail and 

Express Company. Although continuing the operation, thi 

new company was plagued with the same problems which de­

stroyed Butterfield's Con~anv.20 The financial oroblem 

both companies faced were the result of post-war recession 

which crippled the mining industry and the increasing nu"' ­

ber of Indi ttacks.21 \oJith the expanding use of the 

trail, attacks by Indians were becoming more frequent. Many 

of the, relay stations were destroyed within the first yea... 

As travel over the Smoky Hill was becoming extremely naz­

ardous, merchants and travelers became reluctant to utilize 

the services offered over t.his route. 22 

The problems Butterfield encountered with Indians were 

not tsolated to the Smoky Hill Region. Attacks were becom­

ing more numerous aloop,: the Platte and Santa Fe routes as 
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well. Because of this, pressure was put upon the gove 

ment and army to see that these ~outes remained ooen to 

tra"vel. 

In the vears followin2: the Civil l-.7ar these western 

travel routes would be of vital necessity for advancing the 

frontier. In the post-war period, westward ansion re­

surned with a rene\'ied vigor, and on suc!. grand scale that 

\l1ithin fifteen yeaTs appr,oximately two and one- illio' 

white settlers entered the weste territories. 23 This 

infiltration of white seLtlers to the Great Plains created 

an untenable sltua~ion for the Plains Indians. The plight 

of the dians can best be described from statement e 

by contemporary Senator Mo'rrill of t-1aine. He summed up the 

Indian predicament by statlu&, 

... as population has approached the In" 
we have removed him beyond population. But 
population now encounters him on both sides of 
the continent, and there is no place on the 
continent to ~.;rhich he. can be -removed beyond 
the nrogress of population. 24 

Thus, the ~'Iheel s of progre we~e oeginnin~ to tu at a 

more rapid ce a ny obstacle which stood in its path 

\vOllld be crushed. It was only natur for the Indian to 

offer resistance, and after a long and tragic stnIggle, he 

\,,-ras elimina.ted. The obj eet here is not to explain in deta.il 

the entire story of thi ragedy, but to brieflv illustrat 

ho\y the drama of this situation dictated events and develo.. ­

ments in western 

lith the rapid increase of transportation and s~ttl~-

ments, military protection for the travel routes Cecame a 
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leading priority. This expansion placed extraordinary
 

demands upon the military. Du.ring the Civil War, manpmver
 

requi-rernents to defend the borders of Kansas from Confen ­

erate raiders placed a heat' demand on the State's supply
 

of available men for aeLense. is left the northern and
 

western areas of the state without adequate military pro­

tection to quell the increasi number of I
 attacks.
 

As a result, the public neg to demand that not only
 

Kansas but other western s es and territories as \..;rel1.,
 

that the milita1~ do something and do it as soon as possibl~.
 

It was not until the waT ended that the army was able to
 

fulfill this request. 25
 

At the conclusion of the Civil War, the U.S. Army had 

successrully completed the monumental task of forcing tne 

fractious southern states to remain in the Union. ith the 

completion of this task, the mission of the regular army 

turned to the protection of the Dublic in the western I:e 

tories. It did not take the military plarulers long to rec­

oznize that the railroad and overland routes would be of 

vital necessity to the logistics for the upcoming plains 

campaign. The officer primarily responsibl,e for promoting 

the strat.egic importance of the transportation routes was 

General William Tecumseh Sherman. 

en the army was reorganized at the end of the Civil 

~~ar, General Sherman was retained as one of the high ranking 

general officers. The basic plan devised by the anny 

to organize the western states and territories into military 
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depa.rtment s . enera e was given command of a vas 

area Known as t.he Division of the Missouri. The ge:ograp.. ­

ical area contained in Sherman's division extended from the 

Dakotas in the north to Texas in the south and extended west 

to the Rocky Mountains. Within his command were the three 

major overland routes, the Santa Fe, the Smoky Hill and the 

Platte. Here also was the proposed route for the transcon­

tinental railroad which would soon begin construction. orne 

keen military mind of Sherman quickly perceived the strat ­

egic importance of these several lines of transportation. 

The military value of these lines can best be explained in 

General Sherman's a words. In referring to the Union 

Pacific Eastern Division Rail.road through Kansas, he re­

garded It ••• this road as the most important element now 

in progress to facilitate the military interest of our 

frontier. 1126 In devising the milit.ary plan for his division, 

Sherman out a hiszh priority on the exis ting and future travel 

routes. It was his oDinion that . this modern meansII 

of transportation would not only save the government a vast 

sum of money, but limneasurably increase the efficiency of 

the military army on the frontler." 27 Although the idea 

of improving the efficiency of the army is open to challenge 

the expanding transportation system played a vital role in 

assisting the army to subdue the India.n on the Grea.t Plains. 

With the military importance that these existing and future 

transporta.tion routes assumed, it was clear to General 

Sherman and other hi£h ranking officers that the best strat ­
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e~ical use of these routes would be to n. loy the 

method of penetration, using well guarded roads as weages 

into the great block of territory . . ... 28 that was to be 

controlled. rom this notio the idea was conceived that 

sma.ll army posts, nlaced alon ~e princiDal western travel 

routes could serve as forage depots to support cavalry ex­

peditions in their mission to defend these roads. Neces­

sity demanded these military posts be small, because 

to give them any sizeable body of troops 
would mean placing them too far apart to be of 
much use. By spreading out the available men, 
outposts might be located as cl e as one 
hundred miles from each other. 

Although these posts were expensive to maintain and were not 

as effective as originally planned the necessity ofll ••• 

western travel dictated their locations. n30 

By establishing these posts along the travel routes, 

the military hoped to create a feeling of omnipresence among 

the Indians and thus discourage them from hostile acts. The 

:Jasis of is plan was sound, but when put into operation i.t 

failed to achieve its desired results. It failed because 

the number of re~lar army troops assigned to the western 

forts was too small to effectively patrol such a vast area. J1 

The Smoky Hill Trail, along with the other travel 

routes, played an important role in the development of this 

plan; " .. . these roads were heavily traveled, and their 

protection \oJas an absolute necesstty. 1132 For the Smoky Hill, 

this plan called for the establishment of three new military 

posts; Fort Harker, Fort Hays and Fort ~lallace. These posts, 
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and others \~1icb would be establishe ong the Santa Fe 

and Platte trails weTe to have the responsibility of pro­

tecting these travel routes through Kansas, Nebraska and 

part o,f Colorado. 33 

At this point, perhaps, a general summary of this 

\york is in order, as the following material will begin to 

focus specifically on the establist~ent, development 

important events of Fort \'I1al1ace. The first portion of 

this narration has been to explain a cause and effect re­

lationship. The idea in offering a general description of 

these previous topics is to shm'o1 that if these events had 

not occurred, tbe establishment of the military post of Fo 

Hallace would not have become a reality. All of these items 

are, of course, directly or indirectly related to the ove F 
­

all exoansion of the western frontier. Specific examples 

of this cause and fect relationship would be the Pike's 

Peak Gold Rush creating the idea of establ ishing the Smo'--­

Hill Tra.iL In turn, the trail germinating the idea of 

David Butterfield establishing a freigh b1e over it, an 

railroad promoters recognizing its geographical structure 

as suitable for a proposed railroad. These items create 

rene\ved difficulities \'lith the Indians and thereJ:ore neces­

sitat.ed d for military protection. This resulte 

in the military pI t aturate the eat Plai it 11i­

tary posts. am this point~ the structure of this war 

t'1ill now turn to a more detailed examination of material and 

events ~.oJhich led to the pennanen stablishmen.t of the 



3
 

military post of Fort Wallace, Kansas. This eXBlninal:.10n 

ill be divided into three soecific. parts. The first will 

be t.he development and construction of the post. This will 

be fol1o~'ile.d by a description of the role of Fort l~al1ace 

in orotecting the travel routes, and major engagements Niul 

hostile Indians, and the third will conclude with the fu· ­

fillment of this mission and events which led to the aban­

doning of Fort Wallace as a military reservation. 
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HAPTER I 

ESTABLISHING THE LOCATIO 

D 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF FORT WALLACE 

With the increasing importance of the overland route ... , 

efforts were be£un by military straU!gists to offer protec­

tion to emigrants who would use them. So important \.,7ere 

these transportation arteries to westward expansion-~fore­

runners of the trans-Mississipoi railroad--that their de­

fense and protection became the number one priority for the 

army. High ranking officers were instructed to give par­

ticular attention to Indian troubles along the several ove~'­

land highways. The suggested solution to this problem was 

the decision to build a series of permanent military posts 

along the Platte, Smoky Hill and Arkansas River routes. Tne 

decision by David ButLerfield to use the Smoky Hill as the 

route ror his freight and express business was to play a 

major part in the selection of locations along the Smoky 

Hill Trail as sites for a line of permanent rnilitary posts. l 

Before Butterfie.ld could put his business into full 

operation, an expedition had to be sent from Atchison to 

Denver to establish the route. This expedition was assigned 

the task of surveying the exact course of the road, construct 
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any necessary bridges and to erect stations at a distance 

of every ten to fifteen miles for the convenience of travel­

ers and teamsters hauling freight. The army "'as to assume 

an active role in this expedition. Under instructions given 

in special order No. 143, Department of the Missouri, dated 

June 9, 1865, Second Lieutenant Juliml R. Fitch was assi~ed 

to accompany the expedition and to perform the duties of 

surveyor. He was well qualified for this task, as he wa 

the surveyor five years earlier for the expedition of Henry 

T. Greene, which was organized and financed by the city of 

Leavenworth. It will be recalled that it was this organi­

zation which firmly established the feasibility of the Smoky 

Hill Trail. 2 

During the preceding five years, the original tra' 

had received only limited use, therefore it was necessary to 

retrace its course. The order assigning Lieutenant Fitch as 

surveyor also instructed him to suggest suitable locations 

for U.S. military posts along the route. As a result of th 

instructions given to Lieutenant Fitch, several mili- ­

posts were to be es tabl ished on the Smoky Hill Trail. The 

last and most western of these posts in Kansas was that of 

Fort l-lallace. 3 

By mid-June of 1865, the party was organized and ready 

to start. Lieutenant Fitch was not the only military person 

to accompany this group. The army assigned a rather large 

number of volunteer traoDS and. engineers to escort the expe­

dition. At Fort Riley the party was joined by two companies 
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of the Third {oJiscons in cavalry, and ~"Then they arrived at 

f'ort Ellsworth (later renamed Fort Harker), west of Sali 

t\vO companies of the Thirteenth Missouri cavalry joined the 

expedition. By this tim e rty consisted of 26 men who 

worked as constructionists, with a train 0 1 wagons loade 

with th ecessary tools and other e.quipment needed for put­

ting the road in good condition. The cavalry escort num­

bered 250 men, plus a detachment from the engineer corps.4 

As they mad,e their journey across the plains, the 

selected sites every ten to fifteen miles for stations and 

nBJIled each location. Many locations were named after melil ­

bers who accompanied the expedition. The sta.tion nea.r whic 

Fort Wallace was eventu..slly locat.ed was named Pond's Creek. 

This site was named after Captain James Burton Pond, Comm 

der of the escorting Third Wisconsin cavalry. This location 

was also recommended by Lieutenant Fitch as a olace for a 

permanent military post. Early military correspondence to 

and from this location refe to it as Camp Pond Creek. I 

April 1866 instructions were issued from Headquarters, D'e­

partment of the Missouri, authorizing the change of the 

post's n~ne to Fa Hal lace , honori rigadie eneral 

fT.H.L. Wallace, who ~vas ki.lled a he Battle of Shiloh. 5 

By Sept.ember of 1865 the expedition had completed the 

road to uenver d the Butterfie Overland Despatch Decame 

fully operational. To insure its unhindered opeTation, 

General Grenville Dodge, Co' .der of the Dep.artment of th 

Hissouri, issued orders \o,1hich " . placed troops on tne 
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:roao west from Fort Ellsworth at Big Creek; Monument Sta­

tion and Pond' s Creek, who will closely \'I1atch and protect 

the road from Indian depredations. f16 Fa of these troops 

assigned to this duty were from Lieutenant Fitch's escort 

party. 

The establishment of this line of forts was in con­

junction with the overall master plan to inundate the In­

dian territory of the Great Plains wi what would appear 

to be a large force of soldiers. To illustrate how these 

forts increased in number, there tolere 73 forts on the fron­

tier in 1860, each post ne an average garrison of 18 en. 

Seven years later these figures ha; ~anded to 116 posts, 

with an average manpower strength of 212 soldiers. 7 To 

effectively command this expanded area., the military divi 

ed the region into three different catagories: divisions, 

departments and district"". acn of these was assigned to a 

spe.cific geographical area. The largest of the divisons "yas 

the Divison of the Missouri. "This division encom ed a 

of the central plains from the border of Mexico to Ca.nada 

and cOmDosed four deDartments. One of these, the Depar~me 

of the Hissouri, covered the whole of the state of Kansas." 8 

This department \oJas then divided into districts. The forts 

to be located along the Santa Fe and Smoky Hill were placed 

in the District of the Upper Arkansas with headquarters at 

Fort Harker. 9 Once the structure for this organization had 

been comnleted, preparations were commenced to begin garri ­

sonina these new posts. 
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In the fall of 1865, under orde from L;enera 

SherIDan and PODe 

. volunteer and regular army troops \'ilere 
sent out from Fort Leavenworth . . . to Pond's 
Creek, Fort Aubrey, Fort Fletcher, Ellsworth 
Dodge and other places, to protect stage 
stations and act as escorts for the stage­10 . coach es. 

This order brought the first military garrison troops for 

duty at Pond Creek. Beginning their tenure of duty at this 

post \vas the 15th }1issouri cava commanded by Captain 

J:"lcMichael. 

The captain and his volill~ceers officiallY assum 

their duties amp Pond Creek on October 26, 1865. One 

of their first tasks was to locate CaffiD where suitable 

quarters could be provided. The site chosen by CaDtain 

He-Michael \,ms along a line of bluffs south of the South Fork 

of the Smoky Hill and at a point approximately one mile west 

of where the permanent fort would be built. The caDtain's 

motive for locating his camp along the bluff was for the 

convenience of constructing dugouts. s mOde of quarter­

ing trooDS was common on the ains until permanent struc­

tures could be erected and, when well constructed and not 

over-crmvded, experience had oroved them suitable for te;",­

porary use. ll 

Duty for the 15th Missouri cavalry during the winter 

rnonths offered very little in the way of interest or- e.xcite~ 

mente The only item recorded of any significaJ."lce l,'Vas \'lhen a 

buffalo bull traveling across the tableland reached the 1,,­

II.secure roof of Surgeon ipple I s dugout • • through whic' 
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~any ~, second U.S. cavalry arrived at Po Creek to
 

e~1n work Oil establishing -rmanent posc.
 hin a short 

period of time, Captain Ball made an estimate of e situa­

tion. Rather th clean un the abandoned site, he decided 

to move the Dost closer to the stage station. After Cap­

tain B had been at C Pond Creek for several weeks, 

and had the ooportunity to become familiar with his new 

surroundings, he was requested to submit a \.rritten report 

and describe l>ihat would be needed to make the post comfort­

able and of cent capacity to hold t garrison with 

supplies for one r .16 

Orrranizational aus for the post called for it to be 

a garrison of two com ies: one cavalry and one infantry. 

The reoort submitted by Captain Ball describe hat he felt 

would be necessary to e house and store the supplies 

needed for a two-camp post He recommended that one bar 

racks be built fo ach of the respective companies. For 

adequate living space he suggested that each be at least 130 

feet long by 28 fe,et wide. Included in the barracks plan 

were Quarters for 1 esses and buildings for kitchen an 

mess facilities. ror th torage of commissary and quarter~ 

master stores, Captain Ball recommended that two buildings 

bE, erected with dimensions of 80 feet by 18 feet. To ade­

quately stable the cavalry and quartermaster horses, a build­

ing 200 feet by 25 fe·et would be needed. Of course, no mili ­

tary post would be complete without the ever present mlard 

house. The captain felt that a building 30 feet by 15 feet 
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adequate Also needed wouLd be a hospital with 

lons of 30 feet by 18 feet-. Rounding aut. s report, 

Captain "Ball stated tha.t a building 5C1 (eet by 18 feet 

would be needed to house e shops of the blacksmith, whe'el­

ana carpe.nt.eT .1.1 

the time Caotain Ball submitt his report, con-

and arter­ruction on t ildings for the co 

master stores had already c.ommenced, with one building ",H­

rea.ay completed and tbe other QUe. laxpec.te:.d to be complete.d 

within a short period of time. And, after completion, he 

expected to have several thousand feet of lumber le.ft of 

that supplied from Denver. The captain ccrffipleted his re­

port by stating that all o,ther material needed for const:ruc­

tion purposes would ve to be furnished. An earlier re­

port, s imiliar to Captain Ball's, recommended that a1 J. lli.lm­

ber and materials needed for construction of post buildings 

be acauired from Denver City. The advanta.£,e in this was 

that it would be less expensive to acquire this maLerial 

from Denver than to have it shipped from Fort Leavenworth. 

Included in this report was information which stated that 

native rock \l1as available and could be used for foundations. 

The use of this material would el iminate part of the problems 

in procuring construction material. However, to extract this 

rock for building purposes t'1ould require a tremellClO ount 

of labor and a need fo1" special tools. Obtaining the toOLS 

through the anny supply system was a prodigious sk in i·­

self. This fact cOlubined ,-;ritb t ever present problem of a 
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ortage of troops at the post compounded the problem of 

iUarrying the stone for construction. 18 

From the infonnation contained in these reports, 

thori.ty tlJ'ElS granted to construct facilities for a two-com­

pany post. Before all construction was completed the lo­

cation of "the post would be moved a third time and. numerous 

unforeseen difficulities would be encountered t prolonging 

construction and in some instances bringing it to a comolete 

halt. The bulk of these problems were created by an in­

efficient quartermaster service, irregular mail schedules t 

and attacks by hostile Indians. 

Captain Ball did not remain at the post long enough 

to see any of h1.s recommendations become realities. He was 

spared the frustration of the aforementioned problems by 

reassi.e:nrnent to recruiting duty. Captain Ball and his com­

pany were rel.ieved of duty on June 6, 1866 by Company 

Sixth u.s. Volunteers under the command of Caotain James J. 

Gordon. his volunteer company \.".a8 soon to be reinforced 

by Company M, Se.cond u.s. cavalry. Shortly after the ar­

rival of this regular army unit, Company B was also relieved 

of duty and mustered out of ac.tive serv~c@. 

As post commander, Captain Gordon ~vas instructed b 

Division headquarters to submit a report describing the post 

and the availability of resources in the surrQunding area. 

The report submitted was, in a sense, erroneous, and created 

some confusion at headquarters. Captain Gordon's term as 

post commander was brief, as he was relieved the followir~ 
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July by Lieucenant :Bat e s , Second S. cavalry. ith 

the change in command, the erroneous description by Captal 

Gord ""as Drought to 'ght. Almost as soon as he took 

command, Lieutenant Bates ". . . mmediately complaine the 

situation was not as favorable as Gordon almed.n20 The 

rationale behind the report submitted by Captain Gordon . 

open to speculation. However, physical examination of this 

area and the description in these respective reports leads 

one to wonder if the two officer ere describing the same 

area. 

The report sent to Dist.rict Headquarters by Captain
 

ordon contains the following description.
 

The sight ~ig of the post is a level botta
 
hrough which a clean creek of water passes
 

• . . and the margins of the creek are covered 
with good gr,qss for shock. The country in every 
direction [rom the post for miles around ate 
bold bluffs and canyons. In the canyons on 
the south side there is timber in sufficient 
uantity to furnish the post for an unlimited 

time also within a distance of fifteen miles 
timber can be had for building purposes in 
limited quantities. The kind and <1uality of 
timber mostly Cottonwood and Hackberry. • . 
five miles south of the post there is a heavy 
meadow [rom \.;rhic.h hay in sufficient ~yantity 
can be had to supply the post. . . • ' 

yone without prior knowledge of the area described would 

ssume that the post was ideally located and that there were 

sufficient natural resources available for it to, operate. 

By writing his report in the early spring, it is DOS­

sible that Captain Gordo auld have been misled by the 

id growth of the native gra wnich occurs at this time 

of year. his grass grows to height a everal inches an 
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becomes dormant \'V'hen the weather tUnIS hot through th 

er months. Being new to the area and unfamiliar \"ith 

vegetation, it is possible that he thought the sz:rass 

.;,ould continue to grow throughoutth@ summer months. The 

,nformation about available lumber puzzles the imaginatio". J 

as anyone familiar with the area of western Kansas is well 

aware of the fact that native trees are few and far between. 

Even a newcomer, suc s Captain Gordon, would have no 

difficulitv in recognizing this fact. Although there ~'Jere 

a limited number of Cottonwood and Hackberry trees availa­

ble, Caotain Gordon should have known that these particular 

tr'ees are unsuitable for building purposes. Had Captain 

Gordon remained at the post, ne wou have possibly recog­

nized some of his errors, but he \'i!as ordered back East and 

released from active service. W· his departure, command 

of the post was assumed by Lieutenant Bates. 

Imost as soon as he took command, Lieutenant Bates 

.ciled t,'lO separate reports describing a more realistic 

picture. The first report, date uly 1, 1866, was sent t 

3revt. Captain '·1.,H. Harrisoo J actin.g Assistant Adiutant 

General, District of the Upper Arkansas. The second report 

\vas submitted to Colonel Roger Jones, Inspector Gener 

Hilitary Division of the Missouri. The obi ective in these 

two reports \oJas to correc e errors of the earlie e­

scription, and to e ain why it was necessary to relocate 

the site of the post for a third time.. From these reports, 

Lleuten Bates e cted to protect himself from any uniust 
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criticism that might arise. The description which Lie"­

tenant Bal:es s,ent in stated tna 

The camp was pitched in the most unfavoraDLe 
place for a post that could be found for mile~ 
around. . . . It is now in a. 10\'1 bottom that 
can be approached from either side to within 
a few hundred yards entirely unknown to any­
one at the post. As for the wood spoken of 
there is not more than one years supply and 
that along the bed of the Smoky. As for the 
avines on either side Capt. Gordon was mi-siu­

formed as I have been over the country and there 
s no wood in them for building or firewood. 

There is no building material within fiftee 
miles and I am infonned by the guide that t.here 

none nearer than seventy-five miles north 
of here. 22 . 

In reference to the abundancGl of forage., the lieutenant r s 

report was less th insniri: and was quite critical. 

From what I have seen of the country about 
ere I think that the quality of hay that CIDl 

cut in this vicinity hag been much over­
aced :§ia. . . . I have inspected the ground 
.n this vicinity and. . • am certain that 
there cannot be cut within eighteen miles of 
this post eighteen tons of hay~23 

Because of t.he limited amount of forage in the vicini­

ty ,Lieutenant Bates belIeved th.at it ',vould be necessary to 

cut and press the forage along the Arkansas River and have 

it transported to the post. This task would not be too 

difficult as the distance was proximately 100 miles. As 

a solution to the problem of obtaining wood for building 

purposes, the lieutenant suggested that good lumber could b 

bou£nt for approximately thirty dollars oer thousand feet 

from pineri'es located about 160 miles distance. 24 

Although his initial report offers a rather unin­

spiring description for the development of a permanent post, 
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Lieute t Bates included in his report suggestions for im­

provements. As he remai.ned in command of the post longer 

than his several predecessors, :many of his recommendations 

\l1ere approved and eventually followed through. Under his 

'::tuidance a construction program to1aS started d subsequently 

completed by future troops and commanders stationed at the 

post. 

'men he assumed cormnand, Li,eutenant Bates received 

instructions from higher authority to go ahead with. the con­

struction on buildings that \vould be needed to maKe tDe 

troops comfortable and to adequately stoTe supolies and 

Future events would show that this was to be a 

montunental t ; not only for Lieutenant Bates, but also for 

those who followed m as post commander. The lieutenant's 

problems were to start almost immediately upon assumin 

command. en he arrived at the post on June 27, Lieutenant 

Bates found that very little had been accomplished and 1... ­

fonned headquarters 

The troops were in camp on the spot where a 
company had made a temporary encampment L 
the spring. A site for the post had not been 
selected, no plot of the reservation atth 
_ost, if one. had ever been made, and in fact 
nothing to distinguish this from any previous 
encampment sa.ve,on.B.buildin.g put up of lumbe 
for the protectLon of common stores.25 

In spite of the handicaps facing him, Lieutenant Bates and 

the troops in his command set to work erecting facilitle 

for a pernlauent post. 

One of the first reauests made by Lieutenant Bates was 

to ask for lJermission from District lIeadquarters to move the 
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location of the post more suitable position. This 

eant to place where the fort uld be eo ag st 

a surpr1.Se attack. Becau he considered thi ave to be 

an urgent matter and time of essential importance, Lieu-

t,enall.t Bates took it upon himself to select a ne\\l site: be­

rore he received proper authority. Although he exceeded. his 

authority in this matter, permission was eventually grante 

from Di s tric t Readquarter 5 • The new site selected was two 

miles east on an open area of tableland, tn contrast to the 

lowe~ bottom larids of the former position, and allowing un­

obstructed vision [or several miles in every dir.ection. 

After Lieutenant Bates had selected what was to be the 

permanent sit.e of the post, he had the temporary buildings 

disassembled and mov,ed to this location to be rebuilt. Once 

this task was completed the troops were put to ,~ork building 

pennanel1.t structures. 2 

o co 'ate for the lack of wood needed for building 

purposes, the native sandstone that '-las found earlier ,;,fas 

utilized to construct the e>::t.erior walls of the buildings. 

Lieutenant Bates was Quite enthusiastic about the use of 

this rock. 15 optimism over Lhis materia s revealed in 

-reports to his periors. He reporte hat approximately 

.-hree m.iles from the Dost ere was one of the finest Quar 

es of sandstone that he had ever se.en. He ~.;ras confident 

that if the necessary tools and ,equipment were provided that 

this stone could be easily "lorked and made suitable for 

building purposes. Rather than wait on this equipment, 
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~·1h.ich \10U1d months [:0 ac "e -JOrK was co need." 
iTith e men an quiDment that were availabl",", 

Acquiring the rock wit.hout the proper implement 

ch mor~ laborious and reQuired a larger number of men to 

do the work. Despite these circumstances, rock. t.'lB.S obtained 

to begin building the walls :Co ables and arters, but 

':,rood fo oar1ng was an tirely differe: roblem. It was 

exoected that the Quartermaster Department would grmlt per­

mission to purchase t@rial for roofing. As simple as 

this seems, the artennaster Department would Drove to be 

Less than cooperative. 27 

commenced this prog of construction, Lie' , ­

tenant Bates was skeptical about the arte- ter Deoart­

ment sending the equipment needed fo _rrying the stone 

and thorizing the rchase or roofing materia~. lis 

ticism is revealed in a letter he \vrote to the District 

~iutant General. In this letter his attitude towards the 

artermaste epartrnent J.S vealed when he stat 

rlence "tl1ith the Quarte.rmaster Depart­
t here has been such that I am not 

sanguine about getting the necessary material 
for building until I have done most of the 
~ork without tl1am. If I have the proper quar­

ing tools, such as I have sent for, the work 
that twenty men are Pgrforming could be done 
by six equally well. 2 

-ime nassed, the lieutenant's assumption would 

rove corree t . By August 15, he reported to his sunerJ.o ... .., 

that per1I1.ission had not yet been granted to purcnase TooJ:l.ng 

material. In spite of this, construction N8S continuing, 

as he stated in the same report that the stable "'falls wou 
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be completed by September tenth and the barracks tolalls ~..~ere 

exoected to be finished approximately I.:en days later. Not 

having the roofing material was of grave concern. He ex­

pressed the idea that the wood should be cut as soon as 

possible and al1o\o,1ed to become seasoned before use. 29 

me \118S becoming an important factor. as the fal' 

season of 1866 and colder weather was rapidly approachin 

'av,orable evenLs soon developed. On August 18th Lieuten 

Bates received pennission to purchase the lumber and 8U"­

lies needed to complete the post. From this, it appeared 

hat the buildin~s \-l7ould be complet.ed before cold weather 

set in. ObvlOllS as it seemed, thIs \'1as not: tl1e case, as un­

foreseen Droblems were looming in the Ummedlate future. 30 

Although permission had been granted to purchase th 

lumber for :coofing, and to have it delivered by orivate 

transportation, Lieutenant Bates was still plagued with 

problems quarrying the stone and getting it hauled to the 

post. Product.1.on a"t the rock quarry '-las slowed because of a 

. ited number of teamsters, \Ijl'ho had other needs and orior­

t.ies placed upon them. Associated \l1i th this problem \Ya~ 

.1e fact that the Ouartermaster Depa1;-tment still had not 

sent the tools requested earlier. 

These problems combined with the fact that s 

\'leather tvas raoidly disappearing had Lieutenant Bates con­

cerned. His wor1."'Y was that the buildings might not be 

erected before cold weather set in and thus force his troops 

to face the elements without adequate shelter. Lieutenant 
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Bates offered a solutio o redicament. He requested 

permission to employ civilian mechanics, who were at present 

working for the stage company putting up stations, to as­

sist with the construction. As most of the carpenter work 

wOUld nave to be done in cold weather, he felt it necessary 

o hire additional help in order to compl,ete the iob 

quicker. 31 e ~eouest must have fallen on deaf ears, 

because the Post Returns of September through NovemDer 

reveal that only three carpenters and ten stone masons were 

ployed at the post. Evenutally these numbers were in­

creased, but not until the troo~s had spent a miserabl 

~\I'inter housed in inadequate oua.rters. Post records show 

that during the summer of 1867 a substantial number of 

civilian mechanics were employed to work on post construc­

tion. This '!las of little consolation for the troops, hmv­

ever, who had to live in cold quarters because of tne ~n~ 

competence at higher levels. 32 

Despite numerous problems during that first summer of 

186o, a substantial heginning on pennanent stnIctures ha' 

been made. It. would take anothClr full year b(!ror Y of 

the buildings would be ready for o'ccupancy. The trooDS of 

Company M, Second U.S. cavalry had contributed great to· 

and labor in this task. but t hey were not to be re~V'arded 

seeing the fl'1.1its of their labor completed, or to De com­

orted by the buildings they had toiled on. Tne company 

f.vas to be reassigned to a new location. 

On September firsL, Lieutenant Bates d Company M 

i 
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ere given their orders for reassignment. Before leavinG' 

hey no doubt looked back with pride on some of their ac­

cOmpl~Shments during their stay at the post. Yet, tne 

hoddy \'lOrk of Company H also creaced headaches for the 

trooDS '''ho were to folloN them. Some of their accomplis ro ­

nts were that the original post siLe was abandonee LTI 

favor of one that was betce. ite o~ defensive purp s, 

a terlPorary storehol..1se and baKe house ~'Jere c lete 

1so started ,,,,as a well whicl c dUE by hand to a depth 

of 80 feet. TI~e first 50 feet of this well was dug through 

a hard shale Dermeated with petrole The well vleldea an 

'uadequate \vater supp ly and \-laS tainted by the petrole 

Because of tl . the project was abandoned and the we 'oil 

refilled. The work started by Company r..l was continued by 

their reDlacementu . nis subsequent unit and its commander 

. lherited the same administrative difficulties that 

ls	 d their eaecessors. J3 

,,'nen Comoany eDarted Fo f.lall ace the rrison tlla 

consisted of approximately 30 volunteer troops o· 

Company B, Sixth infantry. The orim concern of these 

troops was their daily expectation of being relieved of duty 

and released from active servic...... eir anticioa n of 

being mustered out 1:. ispel1ed all interests in the 

"rovern s alreaay De an o ng was done until the 

ri of Company "rd infantry.lI J4 This uniL a d 

ort wallace in mid-October 1866, and was reinforced 

approximately six weeks later by Company I venty VaJ..ry , 
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cornmanaea Dy Capta1TI r-lyles w. Keogh .. As Captain Keo£:n t'1as 

the senior officer present, he assumed the duties of Dost 

...ommander. Both of these units were to remain at the post 

for the better part. of a. full year. During their tenure 

at the post a considerable amount of construction ~.,as 

comoleted, but not without the usual amolmt of difficulties 

encountered by their nredecessors. 

As winter was rapidly approaching, and the prosuect 

of bei heltered in tents did t seem too appealing, the 

ne\'l troops vigorously resumed rk on the p ,,lLU.l.LJJr;t,S. 

The citizen mechanics who had b,een hired earlier remained 

___ iplove o assist in construction. s a result of their 

conce 'e _ weather, Lhe work was hastily done. Be­

cause of this the barracks were not constructed to provide 

adequate light and ventilation essential to the general 

heal tb a.nd ~lell being of the oc.cupants. The severity 0 

the \'linter weather incn=ased their desire to finish Lne 

buildings as quickly as po,ss ible. By not f oWJ.ng the 

basic princinle ot oO'ood lus other nroblems 

hat would be encountered, th roo occuoyin£ these 

ua r e forced to live in uncomfortable conditions.,j5 

Upon assuming eQUIDl of the 'Dost in late November 

866, a position he was to hold until late t:he follotl1ing 

summer, Captain Keogh reported to District Hea arters that 

e had inspected the condition 0 he post and II faun 

that everYthing was being done that could possibly forward 

the ,,,ork." 3b The barradts that the previous cmnmanaer, 
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i eutenant Bates, expect.ed to have f inishe.d ~vas 5 till not 

co~leted. However, Captain Keogh intended to have it 

completed by the end of the month. Appal:ently he did bette 

than expected, as nThe. first barracks were finished by 

Christffi8.·s... and l."I1ere occupied by one company of Infantry 

and a portion of one company of Cavalry .ll37 Construction 

of a second barracks, to house the remainder of the troops, 

\vould be dela.yed for quite some time. In fact, the foun­

dation work for this building had not even been started. 

Because of this, and evidence of shoddy construction, 

Captain Keogh was not overly optimist.ic about \'1hat had been 

comoleted by the troops of Company M. He reported to higher 

H.authority that some of the buildings \vere • • so hao.l.y 

built that it is doubtful they will support a roof of tne 

lightest material. 1138 This was only a sample of the problems 

aptain r<Ceogh ~'Ilas to encounter as post commander. 

Comnounding the problem of constructing buildines Nas 

a lack of firewood. ~fuen he took over the duties of post 

commander, Captain Keogh found that t.here were only three 

or four cords of firewood available for fuel. A contractor 

had been hired to fulfill this need, but \\Tas eight cords 

short of completing his obligation. The Captain thougn 

t-.Tas rather st.range that the Quartennaster Denartment con­

sidered this to be a sufficient amount, and tha.t the requi­

sitions had not been approved before the heavy snowsto 

imneded delivery. 

To obtain \AlOod it was necessary to travel a distance 



62
 

of 20 t o miles from the post. Th~s uation \l1as made. 

more complicated because of a lack of wagons. Captain 

eoeh had retained the wagons that accomoanied him from 

Fort Riley, as they were the only transportation available. 

The wagons and teams assigned to the post were transporting 

troops to stations long the Overland mail route toward 

Denver. This left he post with no means of transportatio 

for haulin2 wood or stone. This probl,em was partially al ­

eviated by using the wagons from Fort Riley. Before these 

wagons left the post, they were used to haul part of the 

necessary stone and to stockpile 15 cords of wood,approxi.. 

mately one month's supply.39 

Despite these difficulties, the troops spent the 

inter as well as could be expected. The meteorological 

ecords for the winter months of 1866-67 reveal extremely 

,cold temperatures. A report written January first stated, 

"The cold here has been intense for the last eight da.ys, a 

severe snowstorm, and the thermometer standing yesterday 

and today at rev-iile J§ia at 6° below zero. u40 The bitter­

ly cold weather exacted its toll as the register of medica 

treatment revealed a large proportion of frost bite cases 4 

Durine. this intense cold period nothing esc80ed the 

miseries of winter. Throu2h the coldest months, tne cavalry 

mounts we-re sheltered only by bare walls. The reason for 

his: nails needed to put a roof on the stables had not 

een received. By mid-January, however, Captain Keog~ 

utilized the system that is best known to the military to 
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c~cquire an item you a.re short ot--beg, barr or steal. 

'The nails \~ere borrowed from Fort Lyon and a roof \\las put 

on the stables by late January, thus offering the horses 

some measure of relie rom the elements,. Although the 

orses v]ere adequately sheltered, part of the troops t<Jere 

not as fortunate, as they were still sheltered in tents. 

There 1'1ere stoves to \\larm tl1e d wood for fuel; how­

ever, because of some foul-up in the arte1.-rrLaste €!Dart­

ment, not one foot of stovepipe was available, so the stoves 

were absolutely useless. 42 

though the troops had to suff'er d endure the 

hazards and hardship' f cold weather in poor quart,er"" 

there was £rood provision for one basic necessity. The 

troops were lib Iy s lied \,.;it otatoes sIld other 

commissary stores, giving them an adequate diet. o doubt 

good food 'vas a maj or consolation and a. morale booster when 

co' red wi all the other handic The cooking d 

messiur.: facilities "\Tere inferior to what they should nave 

been, but perh s good as tent accornodations \\lould 

allow. 43 

After surviving the rigors of winter, construction 

Has reswned with a rene\,ved vigor when '''''ann weather returne'-l~ 

'During the winter this post seems to have incre,ased in 

J.mDortance in the estImation of DeDt. Hqurs. and the means 

of constructing a large and e~'"Pensive post placed at the 

disposal of the post commander. "4L~ Evidence of this can De 

gained from records showing the number of civi.L~ans ~\l'no l\l'ere 
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These records revealemployed by the army at the post. 

that from Nay through August of 1867 there were 12 c.arpen-

This53 labor·ers and 17 teamsters.33 stone masons,ters, 
a rather sizeablemade a civilian worl< force of 115 men; 

ilt toforce when it is considered that the post was 
Theseacc.omodate a garrison of approximately 200 soldiers.
 

be snared from
emulcyees and the troops that coucivili 
etion dur1.ugmilitary dutie.s, c.oIDolete.d. most 01: tne
 

er 1867. most of the c.on­e s ,e1: of 1867. By
 

struction had been completed as post records reveal that
 

...mploye and by
 ,here \~eIeonlv five civilia' aq>ente 

January th' .umber 'l1as reduced to two. After this time 

~he records indicate that only a small number of civilians 

\,]ere employed and their principal duties were to maintalll 

the buildings. 45 

During t.he summer of 1867, the so idlers and civilian 

workers completed another set of quarters, built a dam a­

cross the Smoky iver and beg construction on a 

hospital. All oft.his construcLion was maQe cepciona11y 

diffictut because of numerous attacks by Indians. ,y mi,, ­

June, attacks by the Indians halted const.ructio t the 

post. As a result of their hostile acts, the Indians bad 

made travel on the overland route extremely hazardous. Thi 

slawed construct.ionl:emporarily as the lumber that was con-

Lracted from Denv could noL Le delivered. Because 0 

these attacks along the road, a major portion 0 ':1e troop 

tioned at the fort were detailed t ard stations along 
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the ro or to serve as armed escorts for those usi tne 

:rout.e. This shortage of manpm.;er created critic si 

ation at the post. Work on quarrying rock w~s halted b@­

cause there 'it1as not an adequate number of men to serve as 

laborers and as guards for those e e the \-lork. As 

critical as it pea-red, it was only a temporary situation. 

By mid-July, au 'kirmishes Nith the Iudi 

hostilities decreased d 1if,e re turned to a normal routine. 

'Travel on e Smoky Hill 'oJas resume.d without incident. Con­

struction was started aga and continued through tne S'" r 

ont:hs \.;rithout interruptiou. 

In ite of the handicBDs, aced, a major portio, 

of the ction como1eted during th umm.er or 18&7. 

A.lthou£h the Nork was substantially finished during this 

t~e, some form of construction continued until 1870. Arter 

1870, only minor a tio made. Once the main con­

struction ~'las completed, the primary effort became that 0 

keeping the bUildings in a good state of repair. This task 

~vas necessary because of the poor quality of vJOrkmanshi. 

\vhen the buildings were erected. 46 

Throughout the entire existence of the fort, poor 

workmanship and improper const tio de maintenancE! of 

the buildings a full time job. Despite this, the physical 

setting of the post ildings offered the appe ce of 

. cture.sque place. In t me, part of the buildings \\lere 

clapboarded and painted. The interiors were e more 

COmI:ortable by plastering the walls. One of the st notable 
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imorovements enhancing he apuearance of the post was the 

officers' Quarters. In he early 1870' s these buildings 

ere sided and painted. Ve-randas ~""ere built along the 

~ith picket and latticed fences placed around tne 

terior of the yard. These quarters were suited for medium 

.~ized familie.s as they contained from fo,ur to nine rooms. 

All the r.ooms \'I7ere even t.ually plastered and painted. 47 AS 

cozy as they sound, the occupants of these quarters 't"lere 

agued with the dirt, snow1 and impossibilities of heating 

hat troubled the enlisted Inens· ouerters. As time passed, 

the interior of the officers· ouarters beg to deterj.o-rat.e. 

y 1875, the plaster began falling off the 15, makin, 

living conditions for the inhabitants distinctly un­

pleasant. 48 

Despite the numerous handicaps of not having available 

t.he necessary tools, equipment and material, which create.d 

count.less frustrat.ing sit.uations for the con:nnanding officers 

charged with the responsibility of building a permanent 

_ost, the task of construction was eventually brought to a 

successful completion. For their efforts, the officers and 

men of Fort Hallace serve as a splendid e.xample of the 

versatility displayed by the troops of the frontier anny. 

They were ordered to the plains to protect and defend tne 

''lhite settlers and the overland transportation routes. This 

was their Drimary military responsibility~ and yet they were 

also burdened wit he ore of constTIlcting facilities fo 

their Q\·m convenience nnd colIlfort, in itself a full time 



6
 

·ob. Their obligations no doubt taped their enaurance. 

The problem of double duty ,'las further aggravated Dy 

the Indian. It ,'las only natural for the Indian to 1001·_ 

UDon the frontier soldier as an intrudeL. They \qere tULLy 

aware that settlers WOll alluw the soldiers, and furthe 

demands would b@ Dlaced UDon them and their land. t first 

e situation ,,,as r,elatively calm, but \o1ith the passing of 

e, numerous incidents 1l1ould ignite a smoldering coal 

'nto Olent raging e. Althou2:h the garrison of Fort 

,~all ace was involved in only limIted number of con£l~.. 

"tions, e directly affected by the conse­

quences of them. 
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CHAPTER V 

THE DEVELOPING INDIAN PROBLEM 

Following the close of the Civil t,iar and lnto the 

eal:'.I.y 1870 1 s the plains of western Kansas \'litnessed the 

native Indians in numerous battles against the soldiers and 

wnite settlers. Throu£hout these violent years the troops 

at Fort \..lal1ace engaged in combat ~'lith the Indians on numer­

ous occasions. Host encounters involved only a small number 

of soldiers and Indians, but several incidt:mts occurred en­

gaging larger numbers. 

Because of its geographical location, Fort Hallace 

layed a significant role in the battles that took place in 

~'Ji2stern Kansas. To understand the development of this si 

ation, it is necessary to briefly descriDe now a ser~es 

unrelated events dictated circumstances directly affecting 

the lives of the soldiers stationed at the post. The end 

result ~l1as the creation of a full scale war throughout the 

Great Plains. which provided a role for the t'toops stationed 

t Fort Hal] ace. 

o rully understand the circumstances surroundin£ this 

developing crisis, it is necessary to describe a series 

events 1;,,,rhic..h took plac.e before Fort Hallace was established. 

The scenario for t.his conflict began during the Civil War 
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years. etween the yea 861 and 1865 the army ",~as 

burdened with the task of forcing the rebellious southern 

states into submission. Therefore, e frontier region was 

only partially protected from the w.arring Indians. During 

he Civil \-Jar years, some of tl1e set tlements along th 

western frontier had bee.n slowly driven back by various 

Indian tribes. This situation, along with the abandonment 

of some military posts. ,,,as see y the Indian as a sign 

of weakness on the part of the white ill However, as the 

emands of the Civil War decreased d tToopS could be 

spare.d for duty in the "'est, this misconception by the 

Indian aDQed and the wrath of the plains warriors against 

the \l1hite intruder became more intense. 1 

T\10 viol'ent clashes between the \';1hil:e and Indian 

occurred durin.R the Civil l...lar neriod which helped to pave 

the wav for the ensuing conflict. 'i as t Sioux Ub'­

rising in Ninnesota an orth Dakota 1862-1863. €'IlS of 

this incident was widely circulated in all of its hideous 

details and horrified the nation. It had an unsettling 

aItect on those \\1110 lived along the western frontier. 

their state of anxiety, the slightest offense bv an India 

portended another Ninnesota massac u 2 From this there 

developed a climate of fear and dist t for 1 Indians. 

This attitude was to ay a dominant role in the relations 

wi th Indians in Kansas, Co lorar" and Nebraska. It was 

because of this mood that Q,fficials in Colorado chose to 

pursue a blundering course resulting in the tragedy at S&ld 
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the white man. Th4..s e.ve \Qa.s to scar the white ma.n Indian 

-relationship for years to com~. e resulting conflict 

which the tragedy at ~a Creek he.lped to create can best. 

be summarized by an anny officer; who had long and timely 

xperience on the plains, General Nelson A. Miles. He 

escribed the Sand Creek incident, "But for tha. orr:lble 

butchery it is a fair presumption that a subsequent wars 

. th the Cheyenne and Arapahoes and their kindred t.rine' 

ght have been avoided. uS The attack at Sand Creek was 

not the only incident which provoked the conflict, but the 

statement by General Miles offers a £ood estimate of the 

situation. 

Genera es was not the sole advocate of th 

opinion. Colonel Jesse Lea.venworth, Indian Agent for the 

Kiovva and 'Commanche. express1eaa miliar attitude, "This 

trocity strayed the is stige of confidence hetween 

red man and wh1.te."6 The statements of these contemporary 

individualS cou lead one to believe that Sand Creek wa 

the single cause of the conflict; such is not the case. 

There were multinle causes, but the trage t Sand Creek 

and the conseauences resu ng from it must be considered 

as one of the most important. 

Because the incident took ace in late fall with cold 

weather rapidly approaching, the Indian, as was his custom, 

retired to winter quarters; While in their winter quarLers, 

news of the attack was circulated from camp to camp. During 

this time the animosity of the Indians grew stronger. \-lith 
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the return of spring and warm weather the. Indians were 

ready to g,eek revenge, he return of bloodshed would 

f ow. s was expected, the India began a series of 

tacKs ~taliation for the No,vember massacre. To coun­

ter this action the army embarked on campaign which was 

to last all summer. During this operation, the army accom­

plished nothing and succeeded only in spending a large 

1ffiount of gave ant funds with nothing to show for it. 

Considerable public sentinlent emerged in opposltlon 

o the Sand Creek incident. These :I.ndividuals unified into 

a combined effort to put ess UDon the government to 

ait the offensive operation by the army and to appoint 

peace commission to work out a solution at would end th 

hostilities. T Federal Gove ent vielded to these de­

ds and formed a peace commission conslsLing of offi.. 

cials fr the Bureau of Indian Affai nd high ranking 

officers from the army.7 

nee this group was formed, sl'Y'angements were made to 

hold a rneetin2 with the severa r~oes ana negotiate a ce 

t.reaty. The resulL of these talks held October 12-24, 1865 

was the Treaty of the LittLe kmlsas. Under the terms, the 

Indians 

• . . 58ve up all their land between the 
Arkansas and Platte Rivers, and ~~ile still 
e~itted to hunt in that region, agreed to 

settle on a reserve to be established for them 
south of the Arkansas. The Indians were not 
to go within ten miles of any main travelgd 
road, post or sLatton without permission. 

In ret or these concessions L United State ovemrnent 
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agreed to provide the Indians with a specified amount of 

nuities e eaty assuage he national conscience 

troubled by the memory of Sand Creek, but. within a year's 

time it. wou be seen that it i sier to si reaties 

han to live up to them. 

Even though the treaty offered a promisin.g start and 

c.reated a pet'tod of relativ,e peace on the central plain.." 

,yhich was to last approximately eighteen months, there were 

ovisions in the treaty which bore the seeds of futur 

~on£lict. These seeds would germinat.e into maj or carn:paig, 

aga~nst the Plains Indians starting in spring of 1867 

,nd lasting for approximately t.wo years. There were t 

contributing factors to this conflict. The first was thaL 

not all of the Indians agreed t lve UD their claim to the 

rea specified in the treaty. The second was a series of 

isolated Indian attacks and the creation of many false ru­

ors over indian difficulties. From this, Army officials 

ere convinced that they had cogent reasons to start: a 

maj or campaign against th ndians in the spring of 1867. 9 

The main premise for this difficulty was that the best 

hu ng grQund for the Plains Indians was between ~ South 

Platte and Arkansas Rivers. It should be ree ad that. 

under th.e terms of the treaty the full Indian use of this 

area was Lestricted. Because the buffalo was migratory by 

nature. the Indian, could not survive without following the 

herds, as their society and life style relied almost com­

pletely upon the buffalo. Thus, there was no conceivabLe 
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way that the Plains Indi~ could avoid the traveled routes 

as stipulated in the treaty. 10 

his fact, combined with the attitude of e warrior 

society of Cheyenne: Dog Soldiers, who were the fractious 

element of the Cheyenne tribe, and wh ere usually not 

receptive to any ,of the. white man I 5 ideas, was to create 

a volatile situation. Although the treaty granted the 

Indian Dermiss~on to nt in the area between the Platte 

and Arkansas, the uog oldiers who did not attend the peace 

conference, adamantiy efused to relenquish their claim. 

"All that they ~vould y was that they would retain their 

country on the SmoKy ill a.nd Reoublican \I.?here they had 

lived so long and that they did not want any railroad 

IIIthrough the count e hostile attitude of the Dog 

Soldiers '.;las i CLunental in convincing other Indians to 

a in a like nero 

ne oitte- eling of the Dog Soldiers combine ith 

the rumors of possible attacks, precipitated a struggle i·, 

wnich Fort ll1allace and the Smoky Hill Trail were confronted 

with a major portion of the conflict. This brief soan of 

time was to be the highlight 0 he years to e fort's 

occupation during which it played its most important roi 

during the Indian wars. To illustrate how this e-ame about 

it will be necessary to describe specific events from Fort 

W,allace and the Smoky Hill Trail. Combined with this will 

be items from other locations to lust rate how the conflict 

developed d the part Fort Wallace played in s cha o 

events. 
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.Jhen the pos '-las originally established" in the fall of 

1865, ther were no alrriculities with the Indians along 

the Smoky '11 Trail. Evidence of this can be gained fro 

e man who was in charge of the Butterfield Expedition, 

which established t.he ,express route to Denver, Isaac 

Eaton. In his ret)()rt to the Mayor of Leavenworth, SeDtem 

ber 12, 1865, he states that part of his group 11. , • re ­

turned from Denver, via Smoky Hill Route to this point with 

ten men, \\!ithout a military escort, without molestation from 

Indians or any other sources. ni2 The situation describe 

in the report prevailed throughout the loJinter months and 

into the summer months of 1866. The only notable i.ncident 

during this period was when Surgeon tVhipple was accost@d by 

Indians on his return to the fort from Monument Statlon. 

Examination of post records reveal only limiLed inIormation 

referring to Indians, with nothing recorded of significant 

importance. 

The only noteworthy mate~ial concerning the Indian 

situation was reported on June 6, 1866. In a letter to 

Colonel Palmer, District Commander of the Upper ArKansas, 

the post Conunande-r, James J. Gordon, informed the Colonel 

that "I have the honor to state that no comolaints by 

Emigrants [§i8 Qr Freighters l[i9 traveling the Smoky Hill 

road in regard to Indians." 14 In this same report, the 

caDtain included information £:iven to him by the post guide 

interpreter, ~alliam Comstock. He stated that Gomstoc 

had informed him of a Cheyenne village encamped forty miles 
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north of the fort. -hough there were Indians within close 

proximity of the fort, they had not made their physical 

presence known at the post. From this, it woul.d appea 

that the treaty negotiations of the previous fall were a­

chieving the desired results. The limited amount of Indian 

activity i he vicinity of the fo was characteristic of 

the situation along the entire ~oute of the Smoky Hi" 

This auspicious atmosphere was present far the remainde.r of 

the summer month 1866. However, by late August, the 

situation began to change. IS 

Although Captain Gordon's report of June sixth offers 

a favorable oDinion fr the mil ita int of view, the 

civilians in the vicini of the post were not as eas 

convinced. From mate . contained in this report the 

apprehension of the civilian population is easily recognized. 

Caotain Gordon informs his superior offic.er that 

'lr. Scott, Division Agt. on Overland Stage 
route sent in complaint to these Hd. Qtrs. 
few days since that his stock tenders at 
10nument Station were not willing to rema 
at the station unless military protection was 

·ven them. 16 

The outward appearance of ro1 idyllic, tranquil situation was 

to be dispelled within a few months and th oncerns of the 

station keepers would prove correct. 

In the latter part of August, Lieutenant Alfred E. 

atesrenlaced Captain Gordon as post commander. Upon as­

tian of command, Lieutenant Bates submitted a repar 

predicting able future for the inhabitants along tne 

Smoky Hill Trail. Lieutenant Bates revealed information he 
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gained from a conversation with the Cheyenne Chief, SDotted 

Horse" 'iV'ho visited the post on August 25. During the 

course of their conversation, Spotted Horse informeo cne 

lieutenant that his tribe was peaceful and intended to' 

remain so. TIlat evening, Spotted Horse and his band camped 

between the post and Pond Creek station. The following 

morning they visited the stage station and were orderly and 

disDlayed a peaceful attitude. Little concern was given to 

these Indians until the post guide, William ComstocK, ar­

rived at the. fort on the evening of August 27. Hith 

Comstock was a rancher who was homesteading approximately 

20 miles west of the post. They revealed information indi­

cati.mr the actions of Spotted Horse and his band were decid­

edly different from their behavior at the fort-. 

he guide and rancher stated that after leaving the 

vicinity of the post, SpoLted Horse and his band Droceede 

to the next station ~oJest of Pond Creek and forced the sta 

tion keeper to cook for them. After feasting for approxi­

mately t.hree hours, they took what provisions were left and 

continued their journey to the next station. At this loca­

on. they systematically began to gather provisions, Pnr 

of harness, and any 'other item they desired. While engaged 

in their looting t the Indians informed the attendants that 

ey intended to close the Smoky Hill Trail and would allow 

them 15 days to get out. This confrontation between the 

station keepers and Indian band almost erupLed into open 

fighting. Had It not been for Lhe presence of lJilliam 
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Comstock, a1.med conflict would have resulted. It was 

because of his efforts that bloodshed wa.s a"iloided. 17 

Concluding his report 0 ,lis incident, Lieutenant 

Bates exolained the drastic change in the attitude of 

Spotted Horse. He aced tha fler the confrontation at 

the stage station, Comstock and tNO others went to the 

village of the indians and attempted to recover the sta­

tionls Droperty. At first the Indians denied any knowleage 

of the theft, but later admitted to the deed. After admi·­

iog their guilt, the Indians refused to give up their 

stolen property and stated that they were going to continue 

to take whatever they wanted along the route. Before leav 

ing, the Indians told COTllSt.ock to tell Lieutenant BaJ:.e 

That everything they said here was false that 
they had said it because. they ,,,,ere afraid to 
ay anything el s e. That nO\<1 they \.;ere on the 

prairie and were not afraid to speak the truth 
& they ''''anted all whites to und'erstand that 

hey had never give.n up the route & do not 
intend to do so. That after fifteen days time 
hey should commence and burn the st~tions on 

the road and murder all the \olhites. 1 

Even though Lieutenant Bates considere portion O~ 

this statement to be nothing more than boasting by lhe 

Indians, he informed his superiors that lIit shows the 

is-oositionof the Indians and upon how slender a thread our 

peace with these hostile bands is hanging. 1119 Some\'lhat 

concerned over this incident, Lieutenant Bates was of the 

ooinion that the real danger of trouble with the Indians 

\o,1'as in 

. . . the fact that the stations along this 
route are so indefensible and protected by 
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a force so insufficient, one or two men in a 
itch pine house, make a great temptation to 

a party of Indians to get the material for a 
scalp dance &. have at the same time a good 
bonfire- 20 

tnthin a few weeks this p~ophecy proved correct as th 

Indians beg attacking the stations ong the Smoky Hill 

Trail to show that they intended to back up their \"JOrd. 

ese attacks, combined with others along the Sant.a Fe and 

Platt es. nelped create the flames for the campaign 

which was to come the following spring. 

The first notabLe ident with Indian t Fort 

811ace, which occurred on the night of pternber 19, 1866, 

helped contribute to this situation. t aDproximate1y 3 A.n. 

a band of ","?arriol.~S staged a raid and stampeded the post 

Quartermaster's stock. Within minutes 18 mounted trooper 

rom COffiDany M set out in pursuit,. HO\1eVer, they were 

able to overtake the raiding party because an intense snow 

storm made the trail impossible to follow. Tne troopers 

_rsued the Indians approximately 11 miles before returning 

to the post. Lieutenant Flood, \.;1ho \,.ras in temporary co".­

mand, cii ot attempt to track the b at. daylight. His 

reasonin or this decision was that he d" ot have ave 

20 mounted men p ent for duty, and this s an insuffi ­

cient force to to overta the raidins;t party. Thus, 

the Indi made go heir escape with 14 horses and two 

mUles. 21 

Aft the raid there w some qu.estion as to which 

group ot Indians was responsible. The Cheyennes were 
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uspected, but ere was no definite proof that they were 

e guilty party. Information ,"'as later gained ShOW 

that they had cotnmitted the deed. This information was 

acqu d fro . H. T. Wyatt, a beef contracto or the 

post, who ofIere orrOborating evidence confirming the 

reports and establishing the fact thaL the Cheyennes were 

the perpetrators of the rai..•.. yatt submitted a reporL 

through the post cOlmnander t igher headquarters; stating 

that on the night of the raid II. . . a band of fifteen Chey­

enne Indians rode up to my house and asked permission to go 

arm up. It was then snowing and unusually cold for 

the s e.as on . 1122 

The Indians remained at Wyatt IS residenc·e for approxi­

mately 30 minutes. During this time he entertained them 

\l7ith cold bread and coffee. As he was off ering the.m food 

and drink he questioned them and their answers left little 

doubt in his mlnd that they were composed entirely of the 

Cheyenne t r i be . When he asked them what tribe they belong,ed 

to, the universal response ~'I1as Cheyenne. Wyatt al so recog­

nized several in the party who had passed by his place se"­

era,l weeks earlier \"rith Chief S"Dotted Horse. When they lef 

his home, Mr. WYatt stated that they rode in the direction 

or the post. Approximately two hours later he was informed 

bv the Cavalry detachment of the ra.id. 23 These facts place 

he fin£er 0 ~~t upon the Cheyennes. Although ell of it 

could be considered circumstantial, it would not be long 

before other attacks would reveal whic ribe was creating 
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the real source of trouble. This incident was only the 

beginning. Over the next several months~ there would be 

numerous reports of raids and small attacks by hostile 

Indian bands in e area of the Smoky H1 rail. 

An example of t:he disturoances in a report made 

by a non-commissioned officer wl10 was harge of detach­

ment ret ing from Fort Ellsworth. n his report the 

sergeant stated "" . that a Darty of 25 or 30 Indians 

came Co a station and demanded stock 7 of a stock tender wno 

~vould not let them have it" therefo they beat near.Ly 

to death with clubs. n24 On October 14, the post commander 

s ~nlormad by one of the drivers for the Holliday Stage-

one that a band of Cheyenne Indians had burned Chalk Bill 

station two days earlier,,2) Although these are two isolated 

incidents of attacks that would continue on into the monL 

of December~ they are oesc ed to emphasize the critical 

situation that rapidly developing 

A vivid account of the destruction creaLed by the 

Indians along the Smoky Hill Trail can be gained from. a 

c:,ontemporary magazine story. Theodore R. Davis, a corres­

pondent for Marper's Week.ly. wacs given an assignment by his 

magazine to write an article about the newly established 

moKy Hill Trail. I twas Mr. Davis's misfortune to mak 

is journey over this rOULe during the height of the Indian 

attacks From the article~ one can ga a good description 

f the violence and destruction created by the hostiles. 

Embarking upon his adventure from Atchison in mid­
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ovember 1866. the journalIst related. the triv from this 

location to Fort Hays ~,vas L raveled without incident .. H,o'''­

ever, tram Fort Hays t.o Fort. l"allace. Davis and his cam­

nions were under the constant threat of attack. Aite 

1 i the vicinit.y of i'ort ~iays, they lqere almost immedi­

ately attacked by Indians. arding off this attack the 

party continu their travel west. tel' travelin or a 

period of time" movement was spotted in the distance. Their 

first instinct was that the Indi ;olere urningto resume 

the attack. Their fears were laid to r,est as it turned out 

to be survivors from Downer's Station, which had been a· ­

tacked earli'er in the at t:ernoon. After questioning cnese 

individuals, the journalist and his p y were reluctant to 

cantin their journey. They decided to recu o Fort l1ays 

to request a military escort. The post. commander at Hay 

granted the request, and the party resumed its joumey.26 

The following morning they arrived at Chalk Bluffs 

Station \~hich ey found burned and destroyed. Continuing 

their travels, they arrived at Downerfs Station in the afte ­r 

noon. 

The devastation here was complete. The coach 
and everything that would burn about the s ta­
tion was destroyed. The ground \lTas every­
\olhere t1:'acked over by the unshod hoofs of 
Indian ponies. 27 

There \vas no trace of the stocktenders. This resul t.ed 

in a considerable amount of apprehension over tbe fate of 

these 11n£ortunate souls. Later the travelers 

tha.t the stocktenders were killed and that the bodies had 

ed 
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been discovered and buried by a government supply train. NO 

physical evidence of newly dug graves was present because 

ey nad been packed to prevent the wolves from digging the 

u·.... 

ovember 25, Davis d his traveli compaU1.ons had 

a desperate fight ~'1it he Ind' s. They successfully de­

enaed themselves ·and the Indi s eventuallv broke off the 

attack. thus enabling the party to cont inue thei ourney 

the follmoJ'ing day. On the. evening of the 26th, the party 

arrived at Hens Springs and remained oven1igh~. pon 

their arrival at this station ey found it in the e 

condition as the others west of Fort ys: esertecl. This 

tation was only a short distance from Fort Hallace, '!Jhich 

~ey reached the following dav withollt further incident. 

After a short stay at the post, the journalist and his Dart 

resumed their travel. Davis, concluding his article. de-

ribes no d· bances on the route from Fort Wallace to 

Denver, and that the remainder of the joul:-ney was co eted 

without further interruptions. 28 

The que.stion might arise as to why the army, whose job 

it \oJ'as to protect this route, was not engaged in more 

hostile I'suit of the Indians to prevent or at least limit 

e attacKs ne fact of the matter is that e m:llita 

wa.s almost helpless to do anything. The post hat had been 

established alongt..he Smoky Hi Trail were so critical 

short of men, that it \~'a.s almost impossible to pursue and 

~gage the Indian~. 
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Information taken from reports sent. from the nost l: 

higher headquarters will help to illustrate this fact. tor 

xample t af ter the: post stock w-as run off on September 19 .. 

1866, only 40 horses remained available for service, a 

number sufficient to mount only half a company of cavalry. 

Even more severe, however, s the shortaze of men. e­

ause 22 officers and men were absent from the post 0 

scor uty or in search of deserlers, only 20 troopers 

were available for service. Stronger measurers might have 

een taken had more men been available. 29 

A similJ-B ituation occurred when Chalk Blurfs 

Station s attacked in October 1866. en he reported 

this incident, Lleutenant Hale inform his sup·eriors that 

wnen notif:ed of the incident his garrison strength con­

sisted of one company of infantry" numbering approximately 

50 men. As the staLion was located 75 miles east of tn€ 

post, and infantry being the on roops availabl 1e was 

not able to offer any assistanc."". Even if the station were 

located closer to the fort, it is doubtful that foot sol­

diers would be very erfective in pursuing mounted Indians! 

In this same report, the Lieutenant reiterated that he could 

offer orolection for the Smoky Hill Trail only within the 

immediate vicinity of e post. is reason for this l1mite 

defense was because of the number of men on detached service 

and those \\1110 were present at the post were ·e.ngaged in ha" 

ing stone and other material needed for building quart.ers. 3D 

In concludin2: the report~ Lieutenant Hale offers nJ.S 
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apprasial of the situation, ~\l'hich can serve as a summary 

of the milita~)T situation along the enLire course of tne 

Smoky Hill. In the Lientenant t s opinion, 

he real danger of trouble arises (rom th 
fact thnt the stations along this route are 
so indefensible and protected by a force ~o 
insufficient as rather to invite attack. 1 

he problem as described by Lieutenant Hale \Ilas no laue 

for his comrnand~ This situation existed in every post 

eng the Smoky I Tra.il ~vould be characteris L ic 

all milit.ary installations in the \lies t during the ye3rs 

of the di fJars. 

III late November 1865, the gar.1:"ison was reinforced 

·Yith the arrival of Company I, 7th U.S. cavalry f under t.nc 

comrnand Qf Captain My les \!. Keo e. \'7LlS S enio r to 

Lieutenant Hale, Captain Keogh ~ssumed the duties of post 

ommandeL". After several lJeeks and ha~rinl! time to make [' 

estimate of the situation, CapLain Keo~h offered his es~i­

ete o~ the existing connition. In late January l867 he 

informed his superiors aL District Headrruart.ers that be.­

cause the ro.E~jority of his men \'!cre detailea a~~''''iY 

gu&~ding lhe e)mress r~1teJ an e~tra 
uty· pg Teamsters [§ig, carpenters, masons, 

1,oJood cu t Lers, quan:yin: rock etc. It 1s 
useless to suppose tha.t I can offer any 
assjst~nce or any mp.terial movement to points 
on the road that might need it. 32 

The report concluded with the Captain stating that his 

motive in makIng this infonnation known at District Headquar­

ters was because he wanted u. to have our exact statu 

own at Dist. Hqrs. in view of any unforeseen trouble 
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transpiring hereafter."33 From this the idea is easily 

conceived that Captain Keogh did not have a very optimist' 

outlook for the immediate future of the post. The unfore­

een trouble that he speaks of was only a few months away. 

lIis inclination for this reasoning probablY resulted fro 

information received during late December and early January 

concerning the movement of Indian tribes into the area. 

In the month of December 1866 the post guide, Hilliam 

Comstock, made a tri o Fort Mor£an, Colorado. He returned 

on D@cember 3 'ith a reno that several large parties 0 

Indians had moved into the region from the Powder :Uver 

country and l-Jere camped on the streams along the South Fork 

of the Republican. The gulde inEormed Captain Keogh that 

severaL indian camps were located anywhere from 60 to 100 

miles from the post, and contained several hundred warriors. 

FroIn the revelation of this intelligence; combined. with Lhe 

meager force at his disposal, Captai eogh had sufficient 

reason for concern. It was a known fact that these Indi 

had been engage.d in the depradations in the PO\'i'der River 

country during the previous summer. pon being questioned, 

however, they professed have. corne south in searc.h of 

buf f al 0 • p.l though Cap tain Ke ogh made ref erence to the f ac t 

that these Indians had not threatened hostIlities, he did 

indicate that they were highly annoyed over the white man' 

occupatio11 of this line 0 f country. 34 HILh this infonnatio 

and the p1:'esence of these IndIans, the prophecy that CaptaIn 

Keogh made earLier would eventually become a reali~y. 
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To mid-March 1B67 the I ans ~emained in their winter 

,uarters and ,,,ere Guile inactive. Records from the fort 

during this period reveal no hostile acts from the Indians. 

xamination of the reports senl by Captain Keogh to hlS 

eriors indicate ~ rather pessimistic attitude on his 

part. As a general rule his letters \ve1:e usually very blunt 

and came direct1v to the poinL. Bore often than not ~ Llte 

Captain was not ,ery tactful, and sometimes onen aDrasi., 

~ith his statements. 

In early March, scattered reports of Indian hostili ­

ties began to reappear in post ~ecords. The incidents are 

minor and nothing t.o be openly alarmed about. However~ b 

the end of the month J this sl tuatioD \'lould change dramati­

cally. On. March 8th, a report \vas received that a partv of 

40 Cheyennes was camped approximately 40 miles southwest of 

the post on the Big Sandy.35 

Two "leeks later a report was submitted by a group of 

officers who were enjoying some leisure time hunting~ whe 

they carne upon a small group of Indians. Not knowin£ their 

intentionS J the hunting party did not mole.st them. After 

reporting the incident, a detail \.;ras sent to investigate, 

but by thetirne it arrived at the described location tne 

Indians had disappeared. 

In late March. these seemingly insi£Uificant incidents 

ere l~eDlaced by others of a more serious nature. On tiarch 

26, v.JOrd was received at the post that the next station 

above Pond Creek had been attacked by a large band of 
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loJarriors. 36 This \vB.S to be the firs t of many attacks tha 

would take place during the spring and summer of 1867. Al­

though the Indians had Drof essed earlier to be in this 

region to hunt buffalo J the retuu1 of ,,,,arm weather obviously 

stimulated their spirits to hunt somethiD£ besides bU!ralo. 

TIle reoccur~ence of attacks along the Smoky Hill Trail, and 

incidents of hostilities at other locations convinced .._<;0 

ranking army officers that a campaign must be undertaken to 

summarily punish the IndIans and to convince them that these 

lawless acts would not be tolerated. Before the return of 

cold ">leather in the fall of 1867, the plains of weste 

sas, Nebraska, and Colorado would \vitness a large arno 

of military activity created by this campaign, but inth 

final analysis, there would be very little, if anything, 

ccomolished by it. 

Although the events just described were, for the most 

part, isolated incidents. ·they serve as prime examples of 

the overall picture of the Indian situation that faced the 

Kansas frontier in the spring of 1867. How this situation 

grew and developed is a story in its own right, with parts 

of it directl)' related to Fort \vallace. "lhat is relevant 

or this examination is to shaN how this situation would 

have grave consequences and determine events in and around 

Fort \'Jal lac.... 
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CHAPTER VI 

HE EXPEDITION OF GENERAL HINFIELD S. HANCOCK 

AND
 

IE SUNMER RAIDS OF 1867
 

The crIs LS that took place in the summer of 1867 ~lJa 

not spontaneous in oTigin. It was similar Lo others in 

that it grew and developed over a period of time. It should 

be rec.alled that the TreaLy of the Little Arkansas, which 

was negotiaLed in the fall of 1865, was designed to restore 

peace to the Great Plains. The treaty dJd as expecLed, 

creatIng a period of relative calm throughout the area 

during the summer of 1866. However~ this proved to be only 

temDorary condl tion. Events in the l.Jyoming ter:r::"tory 

~ith hostile Indians and the refusal of the warrior socie­

ties to recorrnize. the terms of the treaty r,enewed the crisis 

for the plains of western Kansas. 

In the fall of 1866~ as cOlT01'Lander of the. Division 

of the. Hissouri, General William T. SheruaTI receiveo con­

flicting reports concerning Indian hostilities in his area 

of command and with this confusion) he decided to personally 

inspect the area. From this, he expected to deLermine for 

himself the re~lity of the existing situation. Thus, during 

that fall, General Sherman conducted his tour, cove~ing the 
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olorado and Kansas frontier and visiting the military 

posts in the area. What he found did Dot coincide with the 

reports received at his headquarters" Al though there \o,Tere 

some difficulties with Indian warriors, the situation was 

not as serious as the reports described. It T,01aS decide 

that a good portlon of the reports was based on nothing ULore 

than rumors" Somewhat mystified by this, General Sherman 

formulated his opinion that a good share of this attitude 

'vas created u. . . on the supposition that our DeoDle out 

west al"e resolved on t.rouble for the sake of the prafi 

resul tinE: from the mil itary occupation. ,,1 From his 1nspec 

ion. G@neral Sher.nan resigned himself to the facL that most 

of t clamor over Indians ","'as created from idle rumors and 

chemingola by a minority in expectation of p,ersonal gain. 

Some reports received by General Sherman and ]Crom 

hich he formulated his opinion were sent by the Gov@rnor of 

Tansas, Samuel J. Crawford. Durlng the summer of 1866, the 

Governor sent urgent messages to General Sherman and to his 

'mmediate subordinate in Kansas, General lVinfield Scott 

Hancock~ Commander 'of the Department of the MissQuri. Gov­

~rnor t,.;rawfo informed these two offie,ers that he was con-

inc,e he India' were concentrat LUR their s1~rength and 

ere £oing to launch a full scale attack. Their obj ective 1.0 

this attack was to stop the construction of the transcooti ­

nental railroad. Despite his frantic warning an ea for 

h.elD. the Governor could offer no concrete evidence 1;0 

ubst. late his theory. Although he could offer no 
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conclusive evidence, e uovernor's offIce beg rece g 

reports which added at ~ast par credence to h 

eory 2 

In the fall of 866, Indians from the north began 

drifting into easte olorado and western Kansas. When 

news of this spread, settlers in the area became wary of 

Indian attacks and l",ere fearful that raids and depredations 

were imminent. When questioned, these migratory bands pro­

fessed to come in peace. Their story was unconvincing t and 

.he prevailing attitude that began to develo as they ha 

corne south t rrange an alliance wit he southern triDe~t 

and that open warfare would result from it. This attitude 

,vas the general consensus throughout the fall and ear 

winter months of 1866. "litary officlals lent attentive 

ear to this information. but they considered most of it. as 

a cry of wolf and tbat there was no real presemce of danger. 

However t in late December an incident occurred at Fort Phil 

Kearney in \vyoming that radically alLere e Army's 

attitude . .., 

December 21 aptain \-Jilli J. Fet,terman left Fort 

Phil Kea ith force of 80 soldie in rsuit OI a 

band of Sioux and 'fl,~as completely annihilated. As nel'lS 0 

the massacre reached the frontier posts, the attitude 

throughout a.ll ranks hardened into a feeling of indiscri.. ' ­

inate hostility t.owards all India: The opinion developed 

that some form of retaliation must take place. 

The FeLterman re breathed new fire into the 



100
 

stories circulated by the rumor mongers, Bnd every trivia 

incident was magnified. Army officials were subjected t 

a new barrage of reports based on both rumor and fear. The 

commanders of Forts Lamed and Dodge, who were extremely 

edgy after the Fetterman slaughter, submitted alarming 

l'eDQrts of tribal allia.nces supposedly forming for the 

e of promoting a war when warm weather returned. 

hese reports and the incidents along the Smoky Hill TraL.. , 

which took place earlier that fall, helped conv-Lnce military 

officials that something must be done. 

In retaliation for the Fetterman massacre" ana co 

show the Indians that their lawless acts along e avel 

routes would no longer be tol,erated, General Sherman issued 

orders for an offensive campaign against the Indians that 

\vould span the entire surrnner of 1867. For thi.s campaig 

General Sherman issued instnIctions to his commander in Lhe 

Department of the Platte, General Augur, to organize a Loree 

of 2,000 cavalry to punish the Sioux and Cheyennes in th 

Powder River Country. Similar instructions were issued to 

General Hancock for the Department of the Missouri-For his 

·eDartment. Gene ancock was instructed to ". form an 

expedit.ion to show the flag to the Cheyennes and KimY'as 

south of the Arkansas River."4 The northern campaign under 

General Augur never materialized, as peace commissioners met 

...lith the Indians before the expedition was launched. NO 

such obstacle was to stand 1n the way of General Hancock. 

He carried out his orders" but because of excessive exuber­
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ance to them, General Hancock touched of 00 and 

perha needless war.':; 

Contained in the instruction eneral HancocK was 

info tion relating to reports that had been passed to 

Division Headquarters advisin ha s had ass led 

at or near the military posts on the Smoky Hill and kansas 

Rivers where they threatened to inter t the use of t.he 

roads in these resoective areas. General She n \l1as of 

the opinion that this W' an intolerable situation. He 

authorize eneral 'Hancock 

to instruct your commanding officers of posts, 
on the recurrence of the same or similar cases 
to punish on the spot, and I authorize you to 
organize out of YOU1:' present command a suffi ­
cient force to go among Lhese Cheyennes, KioWLL 
and Arapahoes, or similar bands of Indians 
and notify them that if they want war they ca 
have it nnto}. 6 

ese inst concluded with an alternative if t 

Ind ians declined war. In this event, Gen.e-ral Hancock '-vas 

to ". impress upon them that they st stop their ins n ­

lence an hreats and make their conduct conform more nearly 

to what ~'I1e deem r 19ht . "7 1 thou.9:h an alternative course of 

action was offered, General Hancock in his treatment and 

conduct towards the Indians he encountered prevented this 

from coming about. 

By early April, the trooDS Gener .ancocl<. neede ad 

been assemble t Fo'rt Harke ... 'or the campaign he brought 

together OnlffiaTI f impressive dimensions. :l € forc.e con­

sisted of aDproxln~tely 1.400 soldie compos of eleven 

troops of the 7th caY , seven companies of the 37th 
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infantry and a battery of the 4th a-rtille On Apri 

all oreparaLions had been completed and the order to march 

as issued. The expedi~ion broke camp at rt Harker on 

his day and headed southwest Lowards rC Larned, a dis­

tance of approximately 65 miles. 8 

st prior t upon the campaign., Genera 

anCOCK 1s sue field order which :infonned h.is officers 

ana men 

It is uncertain whether war will be the re.sult 
of tlle expedition or no't; it will depend unon 
the temper and behavior of the lndians wit 
whom we may come into contact. We go prepare 
for war and will make it if the proper Qccasio 
presents. . •. No il;'sol,ence wi-Il be tolerated 
from any bands of Ind1.aDs whom \,l1e may encounter.. 
He ~l(Iish to show them that the ~overnment is 
ready and able to punish them Lf they are 
ostile. 9 

From the tone of his order, it is obvious that Genera.l Han­

c,ock ~'I1a.s spoiling for a fight.. ~Vhen the General eventually 

met with e Indian chiefs he did TIot retreat from this 

provocat i ve at t i tude or offer concil iatOl-Y ges ture s . Trte 

result of this \-Jas disastrous for his campaign and ed ODen 

warfare on the plaIns. 

tfuile organizing his caroca , General Hancock i,· ­

formed E. W. ~0nli~oop and Jesse H. Leavenworth, Indian Agents 

for the Cheyenne and Arapahoe, of his intentions. In the 

notification sent to the agents of the upcoming campaign, 

Ge al cock disDlayed the same bellicose attitude shown 

in his field ordeL. .n the letter to ent Leavenworth, 

General Hancock i.nformed him his objective 

. is to convince the Indians within the 
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limits of this department that we are able to 
punish any of them who may molest travelers 
across the plains, or who may co,mmit: other 
hostilities against the whites. I •• 

equest that you will inform the Indians of 
your agency that I will hereafter insist 
upon their keeping off the main routes of 
travel across the plsins. 10 

From the field order and the letters to the Indian A2:ents 

it is clearly visi ble that General IIancock \·]as going to be 

excessive in his demands. Eve11 though he expressed a desire 

t void trouble i ossible t his belligerent attitude 

destroyed any feasibility of achieving that. 

lllien infQrming the ents of the campaign, General 

Hancock instructed them to info1:m the principal chiefs t 

gather in the vicinity of Fort Larned fo he purpose of 

lav~g a council wiLh h Ceneral Hancock expected that 

by using a shm\l of force he would overa\..le. the I an leaders 

ana lmores s upon them that their hostilities \vould not be 

tolerated. \'lhat General Hancock expected and what he re-

calved \l1ere completely the opposite. 

The agents did as ues1:ed and informe e chi.efs 

of General Hancock's reqUest. he Hancock ex-pedition ar­

ived and encamped at Fort Harker on April 7. The Genera 

assumed the chiefs would be there and aw'aiting his arrival. 

This a he . st of several disappointoents he receive 

in attempting to ne~ot1.ate \o1ith the Indians. The scheduled 

meeting was delayed for five days because of clement 

~feather and a buf falo herd which the Indians decided to 

hunt. As he was forced to wait, the General's disposition 

to\vards th dians became more, incensed. 
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Five days later~ on AprIl 12, two chiefs, Tall Bull 

and 1·!hitehocrse, accompanied by a dozen warriors arrived at 

ort Larned for the meeting. Despite such a poor showing, 

General Hancock decided to meet and talk\'ilith them" During 

the course of their conversation, General Hancock sternly 

lectured his audience and offered them the choice of peace 

or \Var. Because all the chiefs did Dot c.ome to Fort Larned, 

the general informed his guests that he intended to marc 

tire force to the village and personally deliver hi­

message to the absent chiefs. If the Indians would not come 

to him then he \oJould go to them. This decision proved to be 

an unwise choice as it destroyed the slim possibility that 

peace could be maintained. 11 

Accomoanying General Hancock on the expedition we 

the t\vO Indian Agents, Hynkoop and Leavenworth. ~m.en ne 

ing of the decision lo march to the village~ Agent Wynkoo, 

ubmitted a letter to the General " •.. requesting him not 

to march his colurrm of troops up to the village, as I [eared 

Lhe result \'1Quld be the flight of the \\Tomen and children 

from the same. 1112 Taking no notice of this appeaL General 

HaIlcock broke camp; formed his columns r and marched to th 

Indian village" 

thc= troops drew close. to the village, the Indians 

did as Agent ~~koop predicted. The approach of so many 

soldiers revived "the vivid memory of the Sand Creek tragedy. 

This memory created panic in Lhe village and many of its 

occupants stampeded into the hills. '·]hen he arrived at the 
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village, General llancock ordered the chiefs o accompanied 

. m to round up the fl(!eing occupants an ring them bacl! 

T.oJith the expec.tation t.hat his instructions were to be ca~­

ried out, the General ordered his troops to camp near th 

village and pr,epared t.o ait the return of its occupant~. 

Lace hat same evenin Ge:neral Hancock rece i ved itU:orma 

tion that the men of the vill~e were getting ready to make 

their escape. Upon ne his orders \'lere issue.d tot 

surround the village with cavalry troops. By the cime this 

information \'las received, and the caval alerted to mo,ve, 

t \'11 too late. efore the troops could be placed in 

position, the Indians had departed. Uhen informed of their 

departure, General Hancock took bolder steps by orderin 

eight troops of the 7th cavalry to pursue the fleeing 

Indians ffild herd them back to the village. One way or the 

other, . the general was determined to deliver his message 

to the chiefs ..1.3 

The flight 0 he Indians fu ..er antagonized General 

Hancock. Ie considered the Indians guilty of bad faith t'lu 

not accepting his wishes and considered their actions as 

sufficient pr'ovocatiotl for ~\Ta.r. etaliation for tne 

unrriendly actions the general began deliberating the idea. 

of destroying the abandoned village. en he heard of this 

proposed action, Agent ~, oop lodged a formal protest. In 

his protest to General Hancock" the Indi Agent stated 

I would t respectfully request that you not 
d I am fully convinced that the resuJt 

d be an Indian ,outbreak of the most serio 
e; while at the same time, there is no 
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viaenc in my judgement, that this ba.nd of 
Cheycn1;le re deserving this severe "Oull.isl-l­
ent. 14 

had deceived him and commenced hostilities, and he was 

cOffioelled to tm their village. u15 

The issue was settled wh a messenger returned on 

the 7th cavalryj which was sent in pursuit of the Indians 

The courier reported that when the cavalry troops reached 

the SttlOl<.y H· a~l they tound it in a state of shamb~es. 

urnerous statIons had been attacke the Indians haG a 

virtual stranglehold Qve he road. Although there was some 

debate, and doubts wer ressed RS Lo whether the Indian 

from the village were responsible tor the attacks, General 

Hancock was now' mOl.~e detennined than eve.1." to destroy the 

village. He issued orders to burn the village and on April. 

19. the orders were carried out. The Lorch ',;as put to 1 

Cheyenne lodges, 140 Sioux lodges and a large quantity 0 

ca.mp equipment.. The results of this destruc.tion were as 

naKOOO predicted. The burning of the village so enraged 

the Indians for the remainder of the summer that they made 

reoeated attacks along the Arkansas, Smo1<y Uill and Platte 

routes he areas in KanS8S which received the heaviest 

oncentration of these attacks were the Solomon .d Repub­

lican River Valleys and th est,e.rrt portion of the Smaky 

lIill Trail. lo 
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lhen Gene1:a ancoc L a-rKea UDO he• 

as fully confident that his large forc~ would overaw@ the 

Indians and peace waul revail over the pLains. 1 

matter 0 everal short weeks, because of his .·,nder:Ln, 

methods, he created jus't the opposite. Traveling \'rith 

General Uancock tvas the distil'£uishe arId traveler, Ueu1.-Y 

of. Stanley, ~'lho later achieved African fame by finding Dr. 

LivinRston. Nriting his description of the c,ampa 

tanley was of the impression the expedition had created 

ositive He revealed his opinion bv statin hat 

"The Santa Fe and Smoky Hillroute.s \'1i11 in the future be 

et ter hruarded. Kansas is now free from all hostile Indians, 

nd is open to the emigrant. 1I 
1. 1 Had Mr. Stanley examined 

the reports from the Smoky Hill, it is doubtful he would 

ave made such a statement. 

ere JoS hmV'ever, one item about which Mr. Stan] ey '\fas 

not in erro .... ~en off ering S oDlnion of the campaign 7 

e also state tna 'faj or General Hancock obeyed his 

orders to the letter. 1I18 The is no disputing this fact. 

t~~en informed to orepare f the campaign, the basic ins true 

tions General Iiancoc @ceived was t.o lole1:'ate absolutely no 

nonsense from the Indians, which he didn't, and to chastise 

hem if they refused to co-operate. which he did, 

concJ.se statement by lndi Agent Jesse H. Leave"­

worth, who spent app 'rnately a month with the Hancock 

ExpeditioI.~ be used to summarize the campaig 'hat 

re suI ted from it. n offeTing his imDression of the 
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operation, Ap,ent Leavenworth state .t am sorry to say that 

in my opinion little good, but a great des f .rID has 

resulted from this expedition."19 The e.nsuing situation 

esuJtln;; from General Hancock's high handed tactics create 

state of turmoil alon~ the Kansas frontie hich laste.d 

'-or the t several months. 

ithin a short period of time, news of the attac.. 

began filtering into the fort from locations alo~g the Smoky 

Hill Trai .... early 1 the reports were simI in strur ­

ture and indicated th arne basic facts. The consensus 

'ms that because of his actIons
 

. . .. Hancock has s t i rred up a vet"It abl e horne l: • S
 
nest. Hostile Indians ~vere swarming allover
 
the Smoky Hill route. Stage stations \.,.ere in
 
a state of siege. Six citizens had been ki.lled
 
and livestock losses were mounLing hourly. 20 

It did not take lon~ for this situation to develop, ny 

.-.pril 22 J Ind' bands were reported swarmi along the 

Smoky Hill Trail. It was estimated by stag assen,gers tlley 

number·ed from 2 to 3, OOv. he most critical area of tnese 

attacks l~as bet\veen Fort Harker in the east and extendin~ 

eyoncl Fort Hallace t west. 21 

'""he verAcity of this new surge of attacks was Instant-

y recog~ized by officials of the ral1r nd postal service. 

On April 23, H. H. Cat trell, Superintendent of the Smoky 

Hill Route, expressed his anxieLy ave he at tad;:s bv sen·· ­

ing a tel@gram to General Hancock. In the telegram, the 

superintendent requested that action be t~{en by the milita 

to avoid serious c.onsequences. Cattrell infonned General 
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ncock tha ecause of e attacks he was ~ esperate 

eed. of protection from Big Creek t nee art Havs t to Pond 

Creek. e per1ntendent \118 ertain that if soldiers 

ere not placed as guards at the stations locat.ed between 

these tl'VO points the mail service would be stopoed. 

The seriousness of this problem was not confined to 

the level of military command . eh had irnmediat,e respOt 

or the Smoky Hi11 ute. An example of this can b 

ained from a message received at the Headquarters of 

General Ul es :;j. Grant from Alex H. Randall of the nost 

office department in t.Jashington. The text of the message 

dated 1'-'Iay 18, 1867 reiterates the problems the mail service 

was having because of the disruption along the travel 

routes. The post office official informed General Grant 

that he feared tota usnension of mail service in the 

'~reas undG ttack, and expresslllg thls concern that some­

thing must be done to correc his deplorable situatio11 

and thus relieve the 11 service of such an unfo,rtunate 

struction. 22 Althou£h the rna service was one of th 

first groups to suffer the nsequences of the attacks, 

they were not the only g~o that was handicapped in per­

formin2 their assigned tasks. 

oad officials were just as edgy and e,oncel.'"TIe 

over this renewal of violence. The message they sent La 

military officials, whom they felt should be exercisin~ more 

ontro~ over Indian affairs, \....as almost identical in tone to 

hose sent bv the mail servIce. The Drlmarv area of concern 
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tor the railroad was the area immediately \>1est of Fort 

arl\:er Railroad officials h sufficient cause to be 

armed, because the principal area of construction ~,'a 

taking place in this location Becaus e of the attacks, 

ra~Lroad orficials were of the opini,on that if the military 

did not do something t top the depredations and protect 

'-he road, all the construction \l1orkers ,qoul e driven off 

ana the citizens WQuld be Loree o .L eav,@: the region. 23 

TI1ese reoorts clearly indicated the situation wa 

becoming sarious but the weeks passed from spring int.ot 

summer, conditions became even more critical. In earl 

June, General Hancock subrnitte gloomy report to General 

Sherman describi e extensiveness of the attacks in th 

Smoky Hli eg!.on~ The report stated that, "Por a dlstanc 

f ninety-five miles east and seventy-five miles west of 

Fort Hallace hosLlle Indians had attacked eve stage s ta. ­

tio on the ave e a u time.s. 1124 An examination of 

the. correspondence sent from Fort t.va] lace during this time 

period confirms the above.-mentioned reports. 

or the next t\~·o nths a lar£e volume or corresDond­

e.nce 'l.oJas sent om the post describing numerous Indian at ­

tacks and Drob1ems created for the garrison as a result 0 

them. 

The records of Fort Hallace for the perio 
of April 26-June 14 ShO~7 that tt\Penty- seve 
Indian attacks were reporLed, undoubtedly 
'vi th others unreported, along t.hat portion 

the smgky Hill route protected by Fort 
allace. 2 

TIle objective here is t t escribe all of these incidents, 



s a good portion of them took place at the several stage 

stations or against travelers caught on the open prair.l.e. 

Although these issu~s are important to the total story of 

Fort Wallace, our primary effort is concentrated on events 

ithin the immediate vicinity of the fort. 

,ith the series of attacks starting in late r1.1 and 

early May, it was several weeks before the Indians were 

old enough to make a concentrated attack on Pond Creek 

Station or Fort Hallace. ~r~ng this interim, reports were 

ec@iv€!d when a soldier of the 3rd infantry arrived at the 

fort and reDorLed that Goose Creek station, located 19 miles 

west of the fort had been attacked and burned on t.he night. 

of April 13. The Indians set fire to the haystack and be­

cause of a high \vind everything \\!as immediately enmJ.lf ed in 

flames and completely destroved. 26 

This information was followed within few days by 

another report describing hlO other attempts to attack an 

burn Chalk Bluff station. The first aLtemot occurred or 

ay fourth and was followe -~e second on ~lay tenLn. 

both occasions tne was able to alert Lhe 

other soldiers at the station quickly enough to extlnguisn 

the flames and drive off the attackers. 27 

These selected incidents are described to illustrate 

the intensity and frequency of the attacks beginning to 

ccur: they bv no means Lell the complete story. ny the 

middle o[ Hay, alm t every station h sent in reoorts to 

the post of attacks r infm:mation stating that: Indians ha, 
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bee~ tracked in and around the respective stations. 28 

The close o~oximity of the station at Pond Creek 

the fort could possibly have acted as a deterrent for the 

Indians in attacking this sLation. As a result of their 

successes elsewhere, the Indians no doubt became bolder an 

more confident. ~·!ith this feeling of confidence, a raiding 

party attempted to burn Pond Creek station on the night of 

lay 11. This \'Jas the first of several attacks that \\I'ould 

take place \o,1ithin viet'll 10£ the post. Having failed in their 

irst attempt the attackers remained undaunted in thei 

efforts to destroy this station with future attaclcs. 

the morni-ng following the attack, Captain Keog 

ordered fifty cavalry troopers S~lt in pursuit of the raid­

ing party. The captain took personal cornrnand of the force. 

Suspecting the Indians were camped in the vicinity of Eagle 

Tail Creek, his plan was to track them to tl~s location. 29 

As this was Captain Keogh's first experience in attempting 

track Indians, 11€ \o1aS soon to learn a disappointing 

,es SOIl in Indian \o,l'arfare, which ''if2S charac terist ic of most 

attempts by the army i :ying to track the Indi n r.ne 

open plain. At the cone s~on of his scouting xpe.dition, 

Caotain Keogh was of the opinion that it had been an exer­

cise in futility. 

UDon r@Lumin2. to the post, Ca.ptain Keogh submitted 

eport of his search. The experience he gained made a last ­

ng impression on him. Returning from this fruitless search, 

the Captain reported that up until this t.ime he n. • • hal 
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ever before appreciated the difficulity of finding 

Indians. 1l3O The report stated that the soldiers ,.,ere abl 

o follow the trail for seven miles. It then led into 

open plain t>1here it was lost because the soil in this area 

did not reveal any signs. 11 attempts to find the trail 

Nere in vain and left the scouting party \-v-ith nothing t. 

ut retu to the post empty handed. Captain Keogh offered 

is ooinion of L:..rackin£ Indians by informing hi.s superiors 

II	 . that without owi.ng exactly \.;rhere to surprise thetr 

amD or having a guide who can track them it is a tl1aste 0 '" 

orseflesh and time to endeavot' to come up wit.h them.") 

ot 11avin~ the services of a person wno was OWl. edge-

able in e habits of the Fla4.us Indi d skilled in 

follo,.".ing their trail, y attempt by the soldiers trac' ­

them was similar to a game of blindman t s buff l.ere was a 

nan with such sk.ills assigned 1:0 Fort Wallace "'e posL 

guide Nilliam Comstock, bUl when his ski] Is \.;rere l.n desper­

te need~ he was absent from the post. t this time Genera 

eorge A. Custer a the 7th caval \'lere in pursui to·' 

hostile Indlan~. efore startln~ on this expedition~ Gen­

eral Custer requested that Comstock be t.emporarily assigne 

to his command. The re~uest was £ranted. thus lea\dn~' til 

forL ~11.i.thout the services of a competent guide durinf! l.ts 

.mosl cr1. t·lCal perLa.d 32 Hithout a gu-ide, the ~arr1.son \.;as 

severely handicapped in its abil i.ty to pursue the raiding 

InCll.8I1S .• 

Under these circumstances, Captai.n Keogh 'I:.;Ias compelled 
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~ans'::'0 P .d for assistance the first of June the 

so numerous, he considered it of the utmost imnor­

that ComsLock, or some other suitable person be sent 

o the fm:-t. In the absence of an ex~erienced guide, there 

~'ms not a person in l:he area \'lho kne\'7 anything 0 E th 

.. , nor could any of ~he soldiers at the fort fOLLOW 

'1 not distInctively marked, This circumstance tied 

of the milic.e 110\o1ed the Indians to con 

ue their attacks \<1ithout fear of reprisal. 

,.7i thin two l'li'eeks of the first attack, Lhe Indians 

a second raid on Pond Creek station. Tllis attack 

occurrea on Hav 26, and \l1as more successful than the tl.rs 

attempt. This time the raidin arcy was able to drive 0 

1e contractors' stock. Although he ,,,as still \'1ithout a 

ide, Captain Keogh considered it his military dutv t 

rsue the hostiles. stared the men in his troop who 

couJ.d be spared from their required duties at the post J hal 

t supplied with t\ro days rations, d set off in searcn 

of the attackers. 33 

By the time the soldiers were ready t arch, the 

Indians had acquired a 16 hour head 5 tan~. ne trooDerw 

d UP the Lrail a ely one-half mile fro he 

ation and found it reasonably easy to follow because 0 

sof round. This encQurazed cap Keogh, \~lO hoped to 

':0110u the trail directly to the villages of thos espon­

for t.he attack. HmoJever, the captain f s favorab 

~XDectations soon ended and he learn a second lesson 

Indian \varfa:ce. 
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en they were sure which direction the Indians had 

taken,. the search party took up the trail and follo\o1ed it 

approxlrnately 14 miles. After traveling this distance they 

came UDon a hastily deserted Il1dim1 camp. At the camp the 

stolen stock was recovered with the exception of five head 

at: had been slaughtered. Encouraged by this, Caotain 

Keogh was sure he was close to the Indians and decided to 

continue the march in expectation of overtaking them. He 

again took up the trail, but afLer a three-mile pursul 

decided to relinquish the attempt as on utter failure, as 

the trail seemed to disapvear. 

I L ~,qas concluded that the Indians, a.s was their CliS­

om, had been watching the roach of the cava11~ and left 

the camp before the troops could get "llLhill several miles 

of it. Captain Keogh estimated there \'Jere 16 Indlmls lTI 

the party, \"ho left a distiruruishable trail when leavin 

the camp. It f,'las followed for several miles, but then the 

trail appeared to eve,po:::ate as the Indians broke into sma 

groups £lJ.id vanished on the plains. Although the exoedition 

ret.urned to the post without engaging the hostiles, til 

"--oopers \-7ere consoled by the fact that they d at least 

recovered the stolen stock.~4 

As the weeks passed, the troops were involvea ~n more 

successful marches of this kind. ,n he limiled amount 

of mDnpo\\Ter available and the number of ext-ra duties that 

twd to be perfotmed, extreme endurance was required of tne 

soldiers who had to cope \-lith the situation. As posL 
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Cotmlander, Captain Keogh became graveLy conc.erne! not only 

for the welfare of his men, t for the phys~c protecc.~on 

of tne post area. en the Post Returns were completed for 

the month of May, it 'oJ'as re"eal ed there i"ere only 63 pri ­

vates available for duty. Earlier in the year t.here had 

been t\'10 full companies of infantry assigned to the post.. 

The problems along the Smoky Hill caused by the Indi 

att.acks made it necessary to assign the soldiers of thes 

companies to serve as rds for the stations 0·" armed 

escorts on the stage coache~. 

\~ith the absence of the infantry, this left onlY t 

cavalry troops to perfonn all the necessary duties. Besides 

attempting to pursue and locate hoslile Indians, these 

trooDS had to assume such dane tasks as cutting: ~qood, 

provide labor for the construction of buildings, work at 

the rock quarry, take care of their horses, and provide 

scorts for all wagon trains 1eaving the post. I onjunc­

cion tllith these ties, the garrison was also reQuired to 

rovide 16 escort [or the sLages tr~Jeling between 

Big Springs in the \\7est to Monument. in the east. There \'I1€re 

21 prisoners under arrest for various mllitary o[tenses. 

Th.is required more manpower to pl:'ovide a suitabl e guarCl, a 

the orisoners \vere conf.Lned in. tents. 3 

The shortage of mell. \,'as only one of Captain Keogh's 

roblems. Another was his concern for the physical safety 

or the post, which ~'1as placed in .i eopardy by the lack of 

troons. He ex~ressed his concern in a report, statil1.g 
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" ..• the Indians are aware of the number of soldiers here 

and consequently e gettinz. bolder..•.1136 's bolouess 

as ,ritnessed on e nii!ht of June hen a raiding party 

at L eniD t eel to steal th ost stoc.... r elr effort the 

Indians succeeded in capturing one nu!e. gerea over their 

meager prize, the raiding party fired rifle shots into the 

post area ore departing. This sma aid was a prelude 

for t\oJO larger attacks on the post that llowed later in 

the montn. s ne was in no position to retaliate, thi 

harassing raid agitated Captain Keogh. He considered it 

. . . very unpleasant. '0 see the rascals come into 

the road at various points and returnin o their camps an 

there remain unmolested."37 A critical shortage or men 

left the captain no choice but to remain on the defensive. 

available personnel were needed to protect the post and 

none could be spared the raiding party. 

~~en informing higher headquarters of tne ra~~, 

CaDtain Keogh expressed his exasperation to lua eriors 

He also offered a speculative opinion that if Comstock were 

present and it Captain Keogh CQuld be provided with the 

se~v~ces of 80 La 100 mounted troopers. and coul d remain 

atlsent for a five or six day eA-pedition~ the camp of the 

ttackers could be found and cleaned ou~. ,n interesting 

theory, but one that would never be tested because the 

troops he reques ted \·~ere simply not available. Although 

Captain Keogh desired to initial@ some action to ':'mprove 

conaitions at. the post and along the Smoky Hill Trail, he 
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"3.S forced to remain idle d ""atch the situation deter-i ­

oraLe. By the end of the first tl1eek of June, Indians became 

so numerous Lh travel by stage without ., "tary escort 

,~as cons idered too hazardous to attempt. The r isL<. was so 

great that stage travel had to be temporarily sllsDended. 38 

Under the circumstances, the post garrisoD t although crav­

ng to take action, was forced to remain on the defensive 

lith the lbTIited amount of manpower, all it could dO was 

sit and wait. By mid-June the strength the garrison had 

hrunk to even smaller proportions. Post records show that 

on June 11, there \-Jere only 43 privates avai l.abl@ for dut)'. 

By nOl'.] the po S t l.·ms so unders treng th that mus ic ians and all 

other extra dut.y personnel ~'i1ere assigned to guard detaiJ s. 

Thls sLep was taken to provide ade.quate security for the 

post area. The constant threaL of attack required that a 

vigilant watch be maintained 24 hours a da Kept in a 

constant ate. of alert, a full nighL's rest for the Lroo 

t,,'as " ,:l:ret":"le rarity. Defore the month of June ,\pas over 

1s 5 i t"llat io t the endurance of the deplete 

garrison. 39 

On .June 16, the Department Commander, General Hffilcock, 

_ived aL the post for a brief visit. ecause of tne re­

ported Indian violence, the General ~'1as COndUc.r:~ng person­

al in-Jest irration of the Smoky Hill ~ai.l. Hhlle at tne 

post, Genera ncock offered his estimate the conditions 

LO his superior J General Sherman in a telegram,. It appeared 

that General Hancock t s impression \vas that even thoUQh the 



post had been attacked, e lerything was \\lell ana Ltlere t'1as 

no neea !.or unoue concern. L~O It is unlalmvn whether General 

cock was misinformed, or chose to ignore the facts and 

remain oblivious to Lhe reality of the actua anditions. 

Before departing, General Hancock decided to supple­

ment his escort with u good portion the ca ~ trooDS 

from the post, leavin~ it tr~ely short of mounted Den 

the selected escort consisted of Troop I, 7th caval~i 

Captain KeOGh as Lheir commander. left the post 

the inspect-io arty to Den ·e .... 

tlQrore le,aving the post, Captain Keot;h placed LieuLen­

11.:: Josepb Hale in tempora. command. To COUlD ensat e ro r 

Lhe ca~'a~1.j'" troops l.>elng taken for escort, heorde:reu arm 

and lunltion issued to the SO civil' loyees. 

t g they we" not hired to fight Indians, the civilian 

mechanics coul e relied on in an emer~ency to fight fo 

their survival. .Tithin a fet"o} days, additional strengtn lvas 

added to the post '.'Jhen Lieutenant Hale ordered the station 

at GOose Creel:: ed, and the guard detachment assigned 

here returned to the post. FUlly aware the Indi 

situation undoubtedly made. Lieutenant Hale apprQ:hensive. 

eceivinc the responsibility for the post, the lieutenant 

simoly "ercised his authori ''lith caution. ssuming 

command under the existing circumstances, it is easily un­

derstood \'1hy he "las concerned for the safety and se.curit 

of the DOS .... o~.;ever, in several day '1e 1 ieutenant - s 

'orries were partially alleviated. ,I:>. survey a 
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military escort of 25 men rro he 37th infantry arrived at 

the post,. Their Duroose in sto g at the Dost was to 

acquire addi lianal suool ie .1-1 th none t pare, 

"their request was denied Because of the seriousness of 

~he Iudi problem and with no additional forces a~..LaDle; 

tile s ey parry \'\1 convinced to remain at the post unti 

the ore s en l:. e ubsldecl. This decision proved to be a 

stroke of good fortune. In several days these infant~r 

troops were needed to repel the strongest attack the fort 

uas vet to \'litness. L~l 

Just before noon on July 2l t a large party of Indians 

",ras oiscovere pproaching the post from a northeasterly 

irectian. t\ib.en the alarm was sounded, the t-roops at the 

posl spt'an~ into action. Lieut,enant Hale immediately 

mus tered the small number of cavall:Y troops. The assembled 

force c.onsisted of 27 mounted soldiers and\.".as placed under 

the command of Lieutenant Jarnes Bell. \i..ben formed and ready, 

they were sent out to repeJ the attacl~ers. For the next 

t\l}O hours the post garrison ,·ms engaged in combat Nith the. 

e.ttacldng ,,,,arri 

The raiding party was first observed when they came 

o\'er the crest of a 1m·,7 range of hills approxima"te"~y three 

miles distant from "the DOs .... 'stimat of tne n e1' of 

attacKers va.ry, a descriptions of this incident indi­

cate there were several hundred \varriors present. As the 

attackers advsnced towards the "I tt a group left the mai 

bodv and rode cowards the stone quarry located approximately 
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three miles southeast of the post ea. The remainder of 

the Indians continued their advance straight towards the 

post. 

he rty advancIng towa.rds the one quarry attacked 

two \.;rac:ons which had just left that location. When they 

sDotted the Indians the two drivers whipped their teams in 

a dead run attempti.ng to reach the safety of the post. The 

first of the two wagons made. a successful dash and thus 

,eluded th ttackers ....he second driver was not Guite as 

fort te he was overtaken by the Indians. he workers 

at the quarry watched wl.th horror as tne dians puLl the 

defenseless driver from his seat and conunenced to shoot and 

SDear him. The t\<10 w=tgons were seen "'acing towards the pas t 

and a relief ,,~1:y was sent to :"lssist in their escape. Be­

caU8e of the excessive fiLe power directed at them by the 

sOldiers, the Indians were pre.ented [rOD scalp1ug the 

teamster and were driven off. l.Jhen reached. the driver was 

still aliv Lut severely wounded and would later die from 

is injuriev~ 

B@cause of their exposed position, the workers at th 

stone quarry thought 0 aking a run for the post. Had they 

done so, th@ir efforts would have been disastrous. Before 

hey could initiate this plan, Lieutenant Bell and the 

cavalry troopers came to their rescue and escorted them t. 

the safety of the post. he arrival of the soldie was 

ClU timeLy, a group of Indians was on its way to attack 

the occupants of the stone quarry. After the rescued 
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worke-rs were returne.d to the post, the Indians could be 

een venting thei rustratjon by burn' d looti th 

tents and sheds at the quarry works, 

vhile all of this was taking place, the main party 

of Indians was continuing their advance towards the posL, 

To oppose them Lieutenant Hale assembled the remainder a 

his force, which consisted of infantry troops and some 

civilian..," e orgau~zed them into hastily formed defe 

sive line along a 1m\' slope just north of the post. Re 

turning fro heir rescue of the ouar workers, Lieutenant 

Bell and hi ounted troope advanced through the inJ:an­

try's defensive line, The objective. in this ,vement was 

to delay the a.dvance of e attacke At this Doi the 

Indians bro~ [rom their custom of circling their enemy. 

Instead of performing this usual maneuver, approximately 

thirr.y iars dismounted and bega.n to advance in a skir 

mishers' fonnation very similiar to one used by the cavaJry" 

Their tactic failed because of the we.ll disciplined fire 

pOh1er airected at the.ir line which broke up the formation 

ana Lorced the attackers to withdraw to a safer location. 

Afr.e orcing the skirmishers to withdraw, an attenLp 

Jas made to extend the battle line further to the left. The 

effort £aile .nd cost the 1 ives of t\vO men" Sergeant Dum­

mel and ten other cavalry troopers tl.1ere dared to advance 

ana extend the lefL [LanK 0 be defensive line. ~~en they 

\\lent over the crest of the high ground, the sergeant and his 

en ran head on into approximately fifty warriors. ather 



12
 

than retreat Sergeant Durnmell decided to charge. He 

shouted [or the others to follow advanced rds the 

rIndians. his ten men only three elected to follow. 

11in a moment the sergeant and his three followers were 

ounded and knocked from their horses. Almost irmnedi­

ately a rescue party was dispatched to assist the downed 

olcliers. The tou avatrymen were abL fend off the 

tacking dians until help arrived. wo of the four 

. raculously escaped unharmed, Sergeant Dumme \vas severel 

ounded, and died within a short period of time, and anotne .. 

trooper also died. 

After a period of time, the ~a.ttacking ~'l1arriors real N 

ized they could not break the defensive position of th 

oldiel:"s. The superiority of firepower by the soldiers 

forced the atLackers to fall u8ck. Lieutenant Hale Look 

this opportunity to reorganize h.is troops into one conti.. ­

uOUS line and thus be better prepared when the Indians re­

nelved their attack. The expected assault nevel.' materialize..... 

nstead" I_he Indians retreated until they were out of e£J:ec~ 

ve rifle range. When at a safe distance they began to 

make gestures and taunt the soldiers in an attempt to lure 

them in a cha The objective in this deadly game was 

to get the cavalry troopers to chase them for some distance 

and then separate them from the rest of the soldiers. If 

uccess.rul the Indian warriors \oJould then have the 0pOOr­

tunity to ambUsh and massacre ose foolish enough to "'"l'e 

chas,e. Approximately two hours passed, with both sides 
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parn.ng bael.::: and forth, before the Indians gave up I:heir 

attempt to lure the soldiers into a chase. Once they con­

cluded th€dr e.fforts to draw the soldiers out were in vain 

nd their defensive position was too formidable to assault~ 

the Indians broke off the battle. and ,",lthdre~rJ in the smne 

direction by which they made their initial approach. 42 

A summary of the battle concluded the Indians lost 

approximately ten warriors killed and several wounded. The 

ttack cost the post garrison only t\:v,o men killed and t\\'o 

men wounded Of the two injured; one of thet d a rruno 

wound which was not considered serious These. casualty 

gures did not include the c.ivi.li teamster, wno was not 

expecr.e o recover. Losses in stock were held to a m~n~-

mum; the Indian warriors \.;ere able to capture only seve 

mules and two horses. The tWQ horses \l1ere lost during Lhe 

Oil-fated charge by Sergeant Dummell. In making an estimate 

of the sltuation, Lieutenant IJale was of the opinion that 

the loss of government livestock was kept small because of 

the prompt ac tion taken by the garrison tl1hen the. word wa 

passed of the approaching Indians. The promptness of the 

soldiers prevented the Indians [rom stampeding a herd of 

mules which was out grazing, and was returned to the pos­

without the loss of one animal. 43 

The successful repulse of such a large band of at ­

tackers had a buoyant al:f,ect on the morale of the troops 

Immediately f'ollowing the attack u. • • there \l1as an air of 

determination about the men which . . . that if the Indians 
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assaulted the COLt that night their success would be 

urcnased at a terrible price "44 n his report of the 

attack, "eutenant Hale exhibited the same enthusiastic 

feelin s was displayed by t.he men under his command. 

Af ter wi ths tanding such 8. atrong attack. the 1ieut,enant 

expressed confidence the post could be adequately defended 

in the event of another attack. by placing the trooDS ~n-

ide the stone buildings. With this proLection the garr1so 

couJ.d hold oul: against .!illy number of Indians. Although he 

disolayed a. positive attitude in defending the post ,\lith 

the forces available at his disposal, Lieutenant Hale re" 

minded is superio hat the garrison was unable to extend 

any protection to the Smoky Hill Trail or to the stages 

ooerating over it. t this particular time the nost was 

capable of defending itself and no other responsibilitie 

for defense could be expected 45 

~ithin five days e ga son received a second 

opportunity to further their new-found confidence, as the 

dians soon launched a second strong attack. Although 

their spirits were lifted by their ccess£ul defense, the 

l:rOD '-ill exercIsed great deal of caution and remained 

on full ert in eh~ectation of a renewed attack. The 

constant pressure. rapidly created an unhealthy condition at 

the post. e soJdieLs were physically breaking down from 

he excessive amount of guard an 'cket duty. Although the 

cst was short of men, it was necessIty that a vigilant 

watch be maintained. The intensity of the attack and the 
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likelihood that it could be resumed at any moment de the 

:/Jatch standers doubly alert. As a precautionary measure, 

~he entire area surrounding the fort \V'ss kept under constant 

:\1atch. othing moved over the open prairie without being 

noticed. Although the troops of the garrison were confident 

they could repel another at tack, they were not go,ing to be 

cau£ht 8uprise, and thus allow the Indi 'I.>varricrs a: 

advantage 46 

A tense feeling prevailed throughou he Dost during 

the night of ne 21 and 22. This feeling carried over int 

the day following the aLtack. The day of June 22 passed 

quietly with no threats of an attack. Services we~e con~ 

ducted for the men killed during the attack, and were at ­

tended by those who could be soared from their duties. The 

night of the second day passed similarly to the daylight 

rs, quietly and without any major alanns. h ollowin 

rna ng, how,ever. a considerable aunt of excitement oc­

curred. 

As the netl1 day dawned) the soldiers commenced their 

routine duties in preparation Eor the camin ay. Around 

ten o'clock in t morning a sentry otted column of dust 

rising above the horizon approximately seven miles northeast 

of the post. As thIs was the same direction from which the 

earlier attackers had approached there was lnunediate appre­

hension that the Indians were returning. The troops were 

quickly assembled on the parade ground and \'7ere divided and 

placed into defenslve positions, to ait what they were 
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certain ,,,,as another ~""ar party. The distance from the Dost 

to Lhe object creatjng the dust was too far to ascertain 

who or what was heading towards the post. The troops could 

do nothing but sit and wait until an accurate recognition 

could be made. In the meantime, no cnances we going to 

be taken, and they prepared themselves for the worst. 

One can well irnagine the suspense that undoubtedl 

grew as t.he soldiers watched the moving dust. s the dU8 

cloud methodically and slowly drew nea't'er, recognizable 

atures slowly became distinguishable. "Then the moving 

object was approximately three or four miles fr the post, 

he tension which had been steadily mounting was rapidly 

di sDell ed and rep lac ed with the joy of exc i t emen l. The 

vhite covers of wagons became recognizable and the bright 

sunlight reflec.ted off shiny rifle barrels and sabre scab 

bards. As Indians were not equipped with such items. it 

was quickly surmised the dust was created b coln of 

cavalry troops~ lhrill of nleasure mixed wi.th relief 

pass the troops when Lieutenant Hale, who had 

been \'mLchin£ the movement througll field asses trom a 

ookout to\,.,er atoD the post sutler's store, announced tne 

approach i ng colu was pt'ooably the cavalry escort for the. 

railr d u ey party of .J. T...... right. In[orrnaLlon the 

this survey party was headed to\vards the pas t had been 

received earlier and its anticipated arrival was expected 

j ly. As the approaching Nagons dre\oJ nearel- and became 

clearly recognizable, Lieutenant Hale's assumption pro~ed 

correct. 
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en the survey party, with its cavalry escort reached 

Lhe post, the ere greeted wiLh ~ny hardy welcomes and 

andshakes . The addition of the cavalry t.roops f \l1hich con­

sisted of Company G, 7th U.S. cavalry, commanded by Captain 

Albert Barnitz, was a welcome sight for the weary troops 

at the post. hat evening social gathering for the new'· ­

arrived visitors was held in the post officers quarters. 

The gathering offered a brief respite from the tension 

created by the Indian situation. owever, the r@preive was 

short in duratio Within two days of their arriva the 

shock of reality would return TId the visiting troops of 

Company G would play an instrumental role in repulsing a 

second major attack. 47 

Jllil nroute to the post~ Captain rnitz, who \~?as 

an avid journallsL and letter \vriter, recorded infonnation 

which revealed a large number of Indians still in irnrne­

diate viciniLy of Fort lJ'allace. Two days prior to thei 

arrival at the fort, Captain Barnitz recorded in his j ouma 

at during the night of June 21 Indians had been prowling 

"ound the camp. e following rna ng moccasin tracKS were 

ound in the mois and where the Indians had crossed the 

Smoky 1 River. The tracks were discovered onlv one 

undred yards from the survey partyls camp. A similar 

incident was recorded for the following day. On the night 

before their arrival at the nost, the sUTVey party camped 

near the North Fork of the Smoky Hill River. At this loea­

tion, they found traces of a recently abandoned Indian camp. 



29
 

In his journal, Captain Barnitz stated that from the size 

of the encampment there must have been a force of several 

hundred or perluaps even a thousand warriors. 48 

As the survey party a.pproach@d fr,om the northeast, 

the same direction the attackers left on the 21st, the camp 

they discovered \oJas more than likely that of the Indians 

\.;Jho attacked the post. As the band was still within the 

rea, the threat of another assault was a distinct possi­

bility. The garrison 'l1ould not have long to \.,;rElit for the 

anticioated attack, as it occurr@d shortly nfter sUllrise on 

June 26. Although they had defended themselves earlier 

against a heavy assault, the understrength garr:lson wa 

ortunate to have available the services of the recently 

rrived mounted troops. 

About six-thirty on the morning of the 26th, a large 

band of \Ilarriors descended on Pond Creek Station. The 

Indians struck just as the attendants were changing teams 

on a stage that had just arrived,. The noise and con£usion 

of the attack spooked the horses. which bolted and r.an 

towards the fort. Th@ commotion coming from the stage 

station attracted the attention of the sentries at the pose. 

As Indians were seen chasing the runaway horses, the a.la 

was saunoed and the garrison immediately assembled. Lieu­

tenant Hale ordered the cavalry Lroopers to mount and sent 

a messe~er to infon~ Captain Barnit7 of the attack. Th 

essengerls hasLy trip to the camp of Company G was a wasted 

"rrort. By the time he arrived, Captain Bamitz was alreaay 
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fanning his men to engage the tackers 

ap tain Bamit.z was about to sit dO\\"T[l[ to breakfast 

when he sensed an unusual amount of activity taking p] ace at 

Lhe post. As the survey party had pitched theIr camp only a 

short distance away, he could see men running to their rrua-'-­

ters and emerging Nith their weapons. Suspecting the pres­

ence of Indians he ordered his men to do likewise. Befor­

he could mount his men, it was necessary to retrieve the 

horses, as they had been sent out to graze in the open 

prairie. Fortunately the men in charge of this detail na 

just left camp and were only a short distance away, so it 

was only a brief period of time before the horses were re­

turned. JiLhin a fe,.,T minutes, the troope had their horses 

saddled and \\Tere ready for action. Departing the camp, 

Captain Bamitz was reinforced by twelve mounted soldIers 

from the post. ~ith these additional men t Captain Bamitz 

'set out with a force of approximately .)0 mounted troope~ 

49and proceeded to engage the attacking Indi 

After a rapid ride of three miles the cavalry troopers 

came upon a group of approximately 75 Indians. They gaged 

his bmld about one mile from the post, as they were at ­

tempting to escape \\lith the horses that had run off l\The 

the station "o,1'a8 first attacked. On seeing the approach of 

the cavalrv, the India n pursuit of the stock broke off 

their chase and returned t h ain raiding party. With 

their re tUll1 , the entire band of Indians withdrew and gat., ­

ed on a hill two miles west of the post. Their objective 
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in moving to this location was to draw the oursuiu2 caval 

into a trao. Before the combat ended, their plan came close 

to succeeding. 

As the cavalry carne 'o,1ithin rifle range, shotswer 

exchan2ed with the Indians who had gathered on the hig 

grOl..ll1d. The sound of gunfire was apparently the Si£ll,al. to 

a second group of Indians~ who had been secluded behind 

bluff and lvere to advance on the cavalry's left flank. By 

his orearranged signal, the Indians who were hidden, a..- I -

anced around a point a j.2:h ground and assaul t.ed Captain 

The assault on their flankigarnitz's flank witt 

placed the soldiers erious jeopardy. As a defensive 

measure, CaDtain rew in both flanks to form a half-

moon formation. The left flank was not retracted soon 

enough t revent the death of five soldiers. Before the 

order to draw in the lines was received, e Indians ha' 

penetrated the left flank and were able to isolate one 

serges: and four private am the rest of the command. 

The five isolated men de a valiant attemot to defend them­

selves but \.Jere overwhelmed by a. superiority of numbers. 

All five died violently before a rescue party could come to 

thei Their bodies were Jater recovered and the atroc­

. ty of their dea.th \\'as vividly revealed, as the Indians had 

horribly mutilated them. 

o prevent the Lest of his command om meeting- the 

same fate, Capta· arnitz was forced to withdraw and retorm 

his lines. During the inilial attack,tne oopers had 
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remained mounted, which put the t a definite dlsadvantage .. 

can well imagine the futility of temting to fire a 

well aimed sh from the back of a frightened horse in the 

middle of an Indian attack. aIling back and refonming his 

me11 into a second half-moon position. Captain Barn.itz 

ordered his Lt'oopers to dismount.. This move possibly sa-led 

his ent· force from being annihilated. On the ound the 

soldiers could use their weapons effectively d exercise 

their marksmanship skills. Under these conditions the 

vo]ume of firepower produced by the repeating carbines en­

abled the L "rOO·DeTS to successfully repulse the counterattack 

launched bv the Indians. With the soldiers on the ground, 

and thus able to use their weapons effectively, the Indian 
-considered the fact that disc.retion was the betler part 0 

valor and broke off the attack.r,O 

Duri.ngthis br lef respite, \>1ord was sent to the posL 

to send an bulance to care [or the dead and wounde~. 

Afce eelng Lhat the casu81ties ha een adeouaLel.y taken 

care ot~ C~ptain Bamitz elected to follow lh etreat.~ng 

lndians. The WFl. ors were last seen in JRrge numbers e 

mlles northwest of the post~ Heading his force in tha 

cllrec t-i on, Captain :Barnitz expected to CF.ltch up with the 

leeing Indi.ans, and engage them again under conditlons more 

suitable for the calalrv. Their aLtempts in this effort 

\'lerB in ?:Zlh._ e Indians had sufficient head st8Tt. d 

in a chase across the prairie, the cavalry horses proved to 

be no tc.h for the s t Indian ponies in speed an 
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endurance. After some distance. the Indians dispersed, by 

small grouDs in various directions. This maneuver left 

Captain BauliLzwith no dlstinguishable ail to, follow~51 

.8vhlg no trail to follow: and no Indians to attack, 

Captain Bamitz was left with no choice but to return t 

the DOS here a council was he.ld and a review of the attac" 

was made. From this meeting the consensus was a e 

attacking warriors numbered no les 1 two hundred. 

During the battle there was a total of fourteen casualties 

Eor th rmy, six killed and eight wounded. Losses for the 

Indians could not be exactly ascertained, but was estimate 

be twenty killed and wounded. As the Indians had 

strapped themselves to their her-ses they \iere easily carried 

from Lhe field, or if by chance they were unhorsed) their 

ompanions always made strong effort Lo retrieve Uleir 

odie.s. Under these circumstances the casualties of the 

Indians had to be estimated, and as a general rule the 

numbers £iven were usually inflated. In Lhis particular 

incident, the fIgures appear to be reasonable. 

The at Ler- sct ion report ~ howe'l~rj did conta' error t 

,·mich \'Jus purely a case of mistak identity. Durin2 t~e 

heat of t.he battle, a corporal supposedly shot and killed 

the famous Cheyenne ',\Tarrior, Roman Nose. Various reports 

state that ~oman Nose was attemPting to kill a soldier \Ii'ho 

ha.d been thr01.m from his horse. Th~ corporal rescued the 

downed trooper by striking a hIo,,, to the back of the l' 

ants shoulder with his sabre. tJhen the Indian t.u1.-ned to 
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wara olf his assailant, the corporal fired his rifle at 

point blank range striking him in the chest and inflicting 

a mortal l\1ound. As the Indian \'ll'as tightly strapped to his 

saddle~ his horse carried him from the bat.tlefield: there­

fore, his body l'Jas not recovere.d to correct the error J.TI 

identity. 

Subsequent evidence revealed the Indian killed wa 

ctually a Sioux warrior and not th@ famous Roman Nose. The 

error resulted because the Sioux Indian, mounted on a grey 

orse, \-785 wearing a war bonnet almost identical to that 

i.;rorn by Roman Nose earlier at Pond Creek station. During 

the attack. an attendant at the station saw the Indian who 

,vas similiarly dressed and mounted, and assumed it was the 

Chey,enne warrior whom he had seen at an earlier time. In 

reality, Roman Nose waS not present at this battle. This 

famous \~arrior would continue waging warfare on the olsins 

for the next 15 months before he was killed at the cele­

brated Battle of the Arickaree in September of 1868. 52 

"his mistake in identity waS one of t\vO errors ~vhi.ch 

resulted from the battle of June 26. A month after Lhe 

t, Harpers Peekly published an article describing the 

attack. The contents of the article are unjust La Captain 

Bamitz and the troops under his command during the battle. 

The article contained all inaccurate description of what 

actually took place. 

By the time the article was published, Cap Lain Barnitz 

ad completed his escort duties and was present aL the posL 
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en the y issue of Ha rs 'f'~eekly arrived. tfu he 

ce8d the artie Ie, the. cap Lain was incensed. 

of the contents in the article is reco£nizable ette.r 

he wrote LO his wife Ithough the article is technically 

correct in describing how the attack started and cover' 

quite well the highlights of the combat; the author in­

cluded a statement \'Ilhich infuriated Captain Bamitz. The 

statement dealt with the. attack by the soldiers upon the 

Indian t their retreat to the high ground ,·,est of the 

post. The article related that the Indians counter~charged 

he so ldiers and eng,aged them in a hand ~ to - hand [ight 

In which the Indians displayed unlooke"-­
for daring. ~Jilh their oT-rerwhelming numbers 
"hey succeeded in driving Lhe Cavalry back to 
he fort; loll th El 1ass of seven men k ilb::~d, sev­

eral wound~~t and half their horses caoLured 
or killed.­

1 the official reports show this statement. to be a g 

exaggeration It is unkno Of Lhe author of the article 

'~as present at Fort 'tlallace ring lhe battle. or rec.eived 

e infot:matio econd-hand. Regardlesss of whethe he 

~thor was present or not, the article is clearly a case of 

an overexuberant reporter. creatin~ a newsy story, solely fo 

the entertainment or his readers. ~ misconstruing the 

established facts, this particula eporter no doubt gaine 

a great deal of antipathy frorn the soldiers Invobred in the 

fight and who knew the actuality of the situation. 

In a letter to his w'ife, Captain Barnitz described the 

eaction of his fellow officers at the post toward the COI' ­

'ents of tl ticle. The captain DoLnte - tn.ev were 
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indignant over such a g-ro exaggeration. e explained 

their feelings ~oJere such. because it \~as well knotm. f ac t. 

that when his force left the Dhysical area of the fort they 

did not come within si~ht of the post and were no closer 

than a distance of two miles during the course of the bat­

tle. Captain Barnitz also explained that his command did 

not. ret o the nost unti 1 about t~.,o o' clock in the afte r-_ 

noon, and that during the entire time of their absence he 

did not ask for, or receive any additional rei11.forc.ements.:J4 

Engaging a hostile force w1len you areoutn ered 

approximat.e .our to one and forcing the opponent to Leave 

the field is a monumental acco ·shment in itself. Then 

to read of your exploits in a magazine article \l7hich con­

tains fabrications and a distortion of you eeds ou.td 

make it obvious to anyone ~'I1hy Captain Barnitz and the other 

a1:'tic:1.pants were a~gravated ove he contents of the 

rticle. 

The assault 0 une 26 was the last appee,ranceof 

hostile Indians in the immediate vicinity of the fort and 

Pond Creek Station for the mainder 0 he summer of 1867. 

aving no way of knowing this, the troops r~aine or a 

peLiod of tline, in a state of constant apprehension of 

ore aLtacl<s. Ho\vever J ~.;ith each passin&; day this anxiety 

began to slowly disperse This situation required th 

soldiers to maintain a state of readiness and be constantly 

on the lookout fo r a renet"ed at tack. 

Following the attacK OC e 26th) Lieutenant Hale 
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1;',fas II . of the opinion that these Indians are a pa of 

the same bend that attacked this post on the 21 inst. an 

-hey are evidently intent upon gelting our stock. u55 l1av­

g successfully resisted a second atLack boosted still 

fu.rther Lhe confidence of Lieutenant Hale and his nen. Be 

ore confident than ever the post could be defended and 

that the hostile Indians would no e Ie to achieve the" 

goal. To ard against otne Ltack, pickets were placed 

on the high g-round surrounding the post~ thuo; makinjt i.t 

ossible .to nv raiding parties to advance on the pose 

o	 tage station without bein!=. discovered The cKets 

l1'ere placed in such a manner so they coul d observe ffi1.V &1107..... ­

lent over the open ptairi If Lhei sDicion t"'as arouse 

'''-'1 anythinp, the)· observed, there \.;ras sufficient time to 

noti{y the post and el1ml1 the ga.rrison Lo prepare for an 

ttack. This measure was suitable for daytime defense; 

however, the possibility of a night attacK was not over­

looked, and adequate precautions were also taken to gum:" 
" ...

against 15 • .J 

As the days passed from June In.:o Ju1)', the. trOO"DS ar~ 

he Dosl gr~dually beg to rela;·~ and become [aore c.L E8SG. 

Howe' er, reports were still comin~ into t re.Lat in t _ 

._nforrnation of attacks alonr: the Smoky Hill Tl.'ail. n·, 

~tjcular incidents serv as rem tnder to the tl'0005 

that a large number of Indians was sti present alonz t~e 

Smokv Hill and the possibili.ty of an he pos
 

till e::.isted. 'T'he first of these reports deal t. l,~ith a
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suprly -~a:n that was attacked 15 Lo 20 miles east of tne 

post. . 'he second concerned BI1 ox train \ihich returned to 

the post on June 30th. The traIn had passed the T.lost the 

previous day, but sf tel" t rave1 ill£ only ,9, f e,'I1 mi12s ,.,1e s 

th8Y had to fight Indians constantly and elected to retu 

to the safety of the post. 

The arrival of the stage from Denver on July second, 

l~hich N'as the firsL to pass through since June 22, rei:"­

forced the awareness of the potential dangers in traveling 

over the road. The stage was accompanied by a \-lorn-out 

scort of infantrY and cavalry troops. These soldiers in­

~Qrrned their brothers in unifoun that they had a running 

battle \llith the hostiles all the way from ~ig Timbe::-s, whIch 

was jO miles west of the posL. The information received 

~~om the thre.e attacks reminded Lne post garrl.son or tl1e 

eriousness of the situa.tion. Therefore, they remained 

19l1ant in their duties and were on constant guard a£ain 

a renewed assaul..... 

Durin~ the mOl1.th of July the Lense feeling at the post 

egan to ease wlLh each iJ3ssing day. The return of Gener~ 

Hancock mld his escort helped to enhance this sit.uation. On 

July 3, Captain Keogh and the troops "lhich ll1e.re selected l..0 

ovide ill1. additional escort for General Hancock returned 

to the post. Having completed his inspection, General 

Hancock h?aS nOl''? enroute back Lo his headquarters. Pith the 

t:u.n:l of Caotain Keogh and his troops; there \.,:ras now suf­

. cient strensth at the post to allm'1 for a sma11 celebration 



139
 

of the upcoming holiday. As notl1l. had been seen or heard 

of e hoslile Indians t ver a ~'leek was considered 

safe to 110\'1 the &arrison at: east a parti relaxation 

from thei rLEorous duties. 57 

Indenendence Day, 1867, passed rather quietly, as no 

particular festtvities had been planne TIle only tnl.nz. to 

distinrruish this day from routine Sunday was a meal ich 

,'as olanned for three 0 I clo n e ternoon. The dinner 

\vas eagerly looked fon,7ard to, and \~Tas considered banquet 

,I/hen compared \'lith the daily rations The main course con­

sisted of chicken pie, made from canned chicKen oyste 

,.;-oup. Thesa two dishes were prepared \'lith other delicacies 

not part of the daily me 

A£ ter constunin...· satisfying meal, those who did no' ­

have required duties to perform spent the balance of tne 

-.. tcrnoon either resting or having casual conversation wit: 

others. 'or some, the evening hours ",·ere spent at the 

office ers visitina and singing. Upon retiriu2 LO __ 

the evenin2, the ga son bedded dO\VTI for a night's rest 

ith a cont~nted feeling .. Yen thoUf.r;h they were s till in 

the middle of hostile Indian country the day allowe t 

roaps a brief respite and they t orarily forgot the 

threat of en attack, 58 

The first week of July passed without any notable 

incide:n A general SUllIDlary of Lhe existinE Indian con­
• #,-- •LL..J.on ~ e gained from an ent 'n CaDtain Ba"l-nitz" s 

o aL July 7, the Captain was preparing to resume 
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lis duties as escort fo1:' the survey party He ~'V'rot e that 

the deDarture of his troops "1Ould not leave the fort criti­

81 J.Y short of men. Captain Keogh and Company I. a2:ain on 

escort duty with General Hancock for a port:ion of his lour­

nev, were' expec ted to return \'lithin a few days. In addi­

tion 'JO~. had een receive hat ompany 7th 'a J , 

:lad been assigned to reinforce the post garrison. That 

conmany 'laas enroute and \!J'as eXDected to arl.~lve momentaril v • 

Captain Barnitz noted there would be sufficient tl1annower at 

t.he fort and he consider.ed it unlikely for the Indi.ans t 

make an apoearance Lher'-". 

Or uly the tt.; sur' e parties, .i.ch arrived L 

the oost in June~ f ed into one unit, oke camp at Fort 

al1ace and headed their \"1a?,ons sout.h\oJ€st, start il1.g • 

ei~hl:.-day j oUTIley to Fort Lyon.':'9 

Ithough their tenure was brief, the officers and men 

of thi ~roup '<Jere responsible for the successfuL detense 

o~ the p on two separate occasions. Had they not bee.n 

present the ryuestion of ,.,hat could or might 11a"ve happene 

must re .Ln unansf,.;ered. The efforts of these soldiers 

provided a slgnificant contribution to Fort Hallace during 

its most imporLant 1Jerio·~.. 

.y the end July~ the garri.son had almost returne 

Co normal. ring the month, nothing had been seen or hear 

or the I ians~ An s1JITll)tion for lhis situatio as mad 

by the post guide, Hilliam Comstock. and others who \·](~re 

wled£Qable in Indian affairs. These individuals sunuised 
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the limited amount of Indian activitv was due to the fact 

that Lhe warriors \.,ere restt . heIr horses and re,fittl 

their equIpment i eparation [0 aids alon£ the forks of 

the Solomon and Saline Rivers. Events in this region during 

the late su.n:mer months of 1867 proved this theo correc 

For some unlcno~n reason the IndIans shifted their activities 

to thB central region of Kansas For the remaind,er of the 

summer the ~11e.stern portion of the Smoky IIIIl was virtually 

free of Indian attacks and safe to travel. GO 

,LS condition made it possible to resume acti.vities 

other than fighting diEmS By the end of July the sta£e 

company was restoring the destroyed stations to a usable 

conditIon an unplying them ~~i th stock to recorro:nence full 

~eration8. At the post the civili worKers and soldiers 

ho could b pan~d from the.-i r duties returned to thei 

'ork on the construction of post facilities. ,y chis time 

the oDer too eeded fo onstUlction had been rlKeived 

d the ,\pork was being completed at a more rapid pace. Con­

struction on a hospital building was progressing well: en, 

ork on a magazine was to be started soon and It was ex­

pected to be completed in one week. 5 .L Although the Indian 

ceased to be a threat to those traveling the Smoky Hill 

Trail, another enemy appeared which was just as deadly as 

a we.ll armed warrior. The new enemy was an epidemic of 

~holera. 

The dreaded disease. first appeared in mid-July at Fort 

arker. Its prevalence would last approximately a full 
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month. Before its ·tinct:i on the disease reached epidemic 

p"CoportLons throughout the entire length of the Smoky Hill 

ra Nearly eve inhabi ted area along the trail loJB 

touched by the ravagas of this dre.adful diseas,e. 

The first apoearance of the disease in the For 

l'Jallace area was at the 7th cava camp located three 

miles from the post. The camp tl1as that of General Custe 

and the remainder of the 7 Lh cavalry regiment. They had 

arrived at Fort Wallace July 13, af~er unsuccessful 

exoeaition against the Indians. 'fuen the presence of 

cholera ~vas discovered. immediate steps ~lere i:aken to 

pre~Tent iL om spreaainp;.. Efforts were taken to irnnyove. 

sanitary conditions; drinking water wa oiled d a stand­

.~n order for personal cleanliness lvas -igidly enforce..... A 

medical inspectiQn of the men was held dail opes 0 

detect-in>.; the disease while still in its early s cages.. A 

strict quarantine i;JBS iluoosed on the C In suite 0"" 

these measures~ the disease would spread to the post area 

and claim victims from the garrison,. 

The medical precauLions did allo~v the post a tempn­

rary stay from the dreaded d:i sease before i,t bc~an taking 

lives. Medica1 records reveal there {",ere no cases of cho1et'J 

recorded until August 11. "owe ,'e during the week follOW 

ing this date, records indicate that 22 cases of con£ i rme."" 

cho,lera loJere admiL ted to the hospl tal. Before the diseas._ 

ran :l t s course, six lives would be t~(en by it. The eni­

ernie reached its peak i.n mid-Auf;ust and graduallv subside 
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and had 'lan:Lshed completely bv Lhe end of the month. 62 

lthQU hey ~~1ere plagued by era- a£'es () holer~ 

military duties at the posL had to be continued bv those 

hose heEllth Derr.lit.ted. the 7th ca alry regimenL was 

s t 111 enca.'11Ped nea~ the Eorl, it s aecided to utilize 

the availability of Lhelr services and send the regiment 

on a scoutin.g expedition. The objeclL/e of this e..'Pedition 

was to find the location of an Indian camp and attack it. 

Ithough the main portion of the Indian raiders hsd shifted 

eas tWBrd, a fact unknown to mil itary officials. it ",fa 

believed that a substantial number of Indians was still 

present in northwest Kansas. The 7th cavalry was therefore 

assigned the task of finding and attacking this village. 

On August 12, eight. troops or the 7th eavalrv left 

Fort T']allace. The first phase of the campaign took th 

reaiment from Fort Uallace LO Fort Hays. From there t.hey 

continued che operation by going in a northwesterly direc 

tion to the headtvaters of the Ite:publican r~iver, \<lhere the 

Indian C3.-:1p was supposedly located. ""'he entire. operation 

,'las ..• . . charae terized by lon;; €:·~hausting marches) heat 

.ust. bad \-later and an absence of Indians. 1163 

For trl e i r wast ed effort s, the 7 th caval rv f•.;ras aT"1ardecI 

a ritting eplthe:t by one of its officers, LieuLenant Samuel 

Robbins. Referring to the extensive mal~ching) Lieutenan':. 

Robbins called it the marched-Lo-desLh regiment. During the 

e ot this frui~less operation. it was estimated Lhe 

7th cavalry regiment covered more miles than any othe 
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eil..iment in the same length of time d accomplishea aoso­

lutcly nothing. On September 2, after tnree we of con­

tinuous marching,the \>Jeary soldlers returned to Fort 

ilallace. Jey remained bivQuacked at the post until 

September 19. On this date the regiment left the post 

again, as it was ordered to march to Medicine Lodge to taKe 

uart in the treaty negotiations which would take place in 

October. 64 

From tne t.une 0 heir first arrival in Julv unt.il 

'heir final departure in September, the troops of the 7th 

cavalry witnessed a transition at the post from combat 

readiness to a retu of routine 8arrison duties. s the 

Indians had posed no serious threat since their l1Laj or attac'~ 

of June 26~ the post W2.S in a much more relaxed atmosphere 

Lld the ehension of ~n Indi Ltack ''I18S alrnos t non-

x:istent. Captain Bar11.itz t having complct~d his escot't 

duties and rejoined the regimen offered a descrintion 

,~hich adQ.quately describes this nel<il atmosphere. Lire na 

become so casual that the captain, in writing a letter to 

J s 'i\~i£'e t related that a good share of the time was passed 

by playing chess or cards. About the only duties he. pe.r ­

fanned were to sign. his name and receive the reDorts from 

rOll calls. G5 From this l is obvious that life at tne 
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alSo a ret.ul-rl to traditional military customs and practices. 

very evening the troops had a formal parade. For this 

ally occasion they fell out H. . • in good c latha S t white 

gloves and sashes, and malce a very c-reditabl'e display 

n66 As Lhere were no v~sitors present at the T.lost t 

~itness this event, the soldiers performed for their own 

satisfaction. The serene atmosphere prevelant at the post 

cnaracterized the prevailing conditions b,eginning to de'lelo 

throughout westel~ KansaQ. 

After several months of intensive fighting, both 

ides we etiring to neutral ground Ttle dians were 

beginnin o prepare for their winter camps. <ll.ld the ant 

was reslricLlng its patroli _ ctiviL:ies an taying close 

to their established Dosts along the travel routes. DuriTIg 

the preceding months of combat, neither side '.vas able to 

inflict severe damage on the other. The Indians with thei 

harassing raids dId not force the army to give up any of. 

its posts, nor to close oepnanent the Smoky Hill T 

13y the same ~olten, the army \10re out men d €'lu{pment in 

c.ountless editions to track down Lhe elusive Indian, WhO 

ahvays managed to evade his pursuers. 11 the :!:ightin 

and bloodshed achieveo n onclusi'ie results. Hhat started 

out as a 2.rand campaign by General Hancock in mid-April 

turned out to be a total failure. 

n aDpral.S of General (l,cLncock" s punitive expedition 

and what l:esulLed om it can hest b ummarized by a 

common soldier in the ranl"s. t the hl2i:;ht of Lhe Narfare 
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in mid-July, a privaLe st.ationed at the post, permed '"' 

leLter t is mother and expressed his opini or. wLla'­

is superio~ office had created. he Drivat soldie-" 

by the name of Richard Blake, offered his impression by 

stating 

I think as everyone else with any sense at 
all tbinks, that Genl Sherman, Genl Hancock 
Genl Custer, and the balance of them have made 
a grand fizzle. I don't bel ieve the to1hole 

ack g:, them have killed a dozen Indians all 
told. 

It is obviou hat pri.vate Blake did not have ch est.eeUl 

for his officers; but his statement can be used to 

illustrate the general consensus of tne erJ.c.an public 

tm'mrds the a.n!TIJ d the I...;rar beIne- lillabed against the Plains 

Indians. 

Decause of inconclush'e result:.s Dy e army .hI ic 

~essure was placed upon the government to restrain the 

acth":lb,es of th ilitary and restore peace to the ains. 

ielding to Lhls p~_·essnre, "the Congres s acted. 0 u 20 Dy 

appointing: a four-man peace commission. The commission '·las 

delegated auchorlty to arrange talks with the host~le ibes. 

From these scuss~ons the comnissio ected to lea the 

causes of hostilities and negotiate a Lreaty \vh.ich \ilOuld 

emove the o~i:£:in of the present conflict, and thus prevenl.:. 

ucure Clashes. The efforts of this RroUr led to the 

lustoric council hel t Hedlcine Lodge in late October, 

1867. After several days of consul tatior., e Peace 

Gommissione::s and Indian leaders agreed to terms, and those 

clamoring to eace and fair treatment for the Plains 
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nolan we lacat e'-& . 

The Nedicine Lodge treaty ~\las similiar in structure to 

the T~eaty of the Littl rKansas \l1hich had been negotiated 

t"i170 years earlier under similar circum.s e",. hlS new 

treaty, in time, w'ould prove just as unworkable as the 

previous one~ A£ ter concluding the agreeluent, the Ind.Lans 

eLlred to their winter camps and the soldiers marched t, 

their military posts and assumed the mundane duties 0 

garr~son life. Fram all outward appearances ooked as 

hough peace woul .evail. The treaty crented only a 

:Li.ef interl n the stru2gle for supremacy over the 

Great Plains. 68 

"or the troops stationed at Fo ,Ta llace the ensuing 

months of peace Nere gladly accepted. he leisure 1 ife 0 

routine garrison dutv was no doubt. a \'Jelcome reliej trom 

the ri!!orous surmner months thal \olere SDcnt on constant Natch 

os i:ile: Indians ~ 110~'1eVe the e ~ 18 GtJ ~~o see 

da resurnp1.:1on 0 rfare on the 1'18 Lns in just as 

vIolent ,scale as that just comnleted. Ithoul?,h th 

'Quld be ac L: i ve 1-0...- invo 1ved in thi s renewed camnair,n, 

vmuld TIot e::perience the direct Lh-reaL: of a.ttacks as ex 

erienced during Lhe past summer. Nor \'1ould tra'.rel 0'] 

the 5r.1O -!il e as severely restricted by hosLile Indians 

it had ween during the summer months of lAG? 

In the remaining years of i.Ls existence, Fort Hallac 

played a vital z'"ole in the. defense: of the Smol:y H11l. Trai_ 

end the trans-continenLal railroad. \'Jhich ,·1QuId soon e:c:ten 
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':0 wes tern Kfu"'1So.S. For the r~mainder of the 18bu·s, 

~}LLOU6h the decade of Lhe 1870' s and into the early 1880 r s J 

~\rllen the decision ,'~ns made that Fot"t Hal lace was no lonf;er 

ne.eded t the 1..-'00[15 of the for.l". would c.arry aui.: all. military 

uul.:ie to occct life and properly in tnetr area 

O~ r-espons Ibil ity. 

1,iitn";'n several years, the pot'Jet' or the Plains Indl::m!; 

to r~sisl: \"'Qulcl be brol~en forcvG:t'. I~Lel.· I.:his time tnE: 

na1 ans could only enga:::e in snlall 1111ra~ 5'Lng raids. buL 

L.hese CEli.ds ke;;>L the i..nhe..bitC1llt s of wes Lern Kansas In a 

nc-:vm.lS str-te CIS Lhev reminded then 0'= the pO!.·1er:!::u: aLtacl<:s 

of ~he summer of 1867, Durin.'"', Lhe L:.~vi ll;;ht yenrs of its 

e)CSLenCe LrOO"DS of For:=- Ha.l1ace neve .?lIn witnessed 

the treITltlndous ount of a .gressiveness as displayed by Lhe 

Plains Indian durinc; th.12 SUfnmer of 1867. 
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CHAPTER VII 

CONCLUSION OF INDIAN nOSTILITIES 

ND THE END OF AN Et{.!\ 

'ith thQ passlnL of 1867. Fort Wallace bec~ne a 

t.ypical milita.t"·y i.ns tallation. Within a few years iL was 

a "Oosl: chu'I.'acL:erized by routine garrison duties, brOKe 

onJ y by the responsibility of pro'.-io1..n' otection ior the 

.JlllOKy Bill ':'rnil and the t'flp'dly ad~'ancing ra.ilroad. Sp-O-11l­

nlng the neXL seve.ral years, the soldie~s of ':he post we::r.-e 

fictively engaged in the pursuit of hostile Indians T.\'ho !'er-­

sisted in thetr n assiui<.. ~aids. This ac l: ion I.vas nec.es s .' 

becausE:, ai_e~..- the SLlrnIfier of 1867, the IndIans did not con 

uct m1Y stronG aGgressive tacks near the Eort. Through­

out th(; reilla ng years of In~ian hostilities, all combat 

~ht t~oops took part in occurred R considerw)le nunber o[ 

Jiles	 f:;:-olll t.he: DOSI: area. 

As:he najor portion of Lilis ~.,ork has been a descrJ.p­

':"on 0':: e,,'cnts leadin?: up to and spe·--i..f.~cally involvlll,,, 

~_~ort T1i" llace J thetemalning papes ,,1111. o£~eL onlv 2 curso~r 

Q~:;;rrnin8.t .: on of Tnd Lon BE f a ~ rs , inc ludi.n~ the suec.Ll ic l:ole 

0 
,- Lhe ':,-oop~. It should not be consL.i..led th.'J.t these l:oplcJ=; 

1Jn.:...lpo-·r.:.an~ . '1'hcy are ,,-ital to the to::'al sLory of 

post and ;" ts rol e l,n eliminating Indian resistance in the 
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re{;,ion •.7es t:.e ansas, out a detailed e~ na1:ion o,f 

these tonics cau e:tract fro emEnD si -. cance: of 

this work, which has bee escriotion t oat and the 

J.11UT\ediate vicinity. 

.rich tl1e pro g t'l7inte f 1867-68. the troops 

~tationed at the post were to spend the cold weather mont 

in conditions similar to the previous winter. By December 

11 the detacbrnents stationed alon?; the SlfiOky Hill route 

had been brought.: back to Lhe post. ~\1here their retunl placed 

an excessive demand on the availability of quarters. ::.ome 

soldiers had to live in tents, ~,Thil e others were Cluartered 

On buiJdim;;s constructed for us@ as \'lorkshops. Built tor
'­

other Durposes ~ they ,~1ere l.nader.ruate as I h-ing Quarters 

The only consolatlon for the occupants using them toJ'as then 

were aL least sheltered from the elements. Overall, no one 

N8S billeted in comfortabl~ quarters, d the winter 0 

1867-1868 T.~·as spent in miserable Ii~-·ing conditions for all 

occupants of the post. 1 

hough they were forced to li-"Te in inadequate 

quarters, the soldiers a he post ,-Jere occupied ~'lith 

numero proj eeLS which help'ed take tll.eir mind off Lhei 

poor standard of living Durin£: the \vinter months, the 

troops spent considerable time dril1inz. to perfect their 

ilitary skills. For those not occupied in this training, 

details were formed ,.,rhich "rorked at policj.ng the post 

comnound,. 

Throughout the winter months a tremendous effort wa 
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uut forth in removing 'the debris which had accumulated rrOD 

the CODstTIlc.tion of the buildings. t too early all 

',lIinLer to accomplish .. or their labor. the oops at 

the post could tak onsolation in the fact that thong 

their living quarters left much to be desired, they could 

look Nith oride upon the neat appearance of the post 

grounds. Once the oost ea was cleaned, efforts were 

made to keen it in this condition. As esult, visitors 

sing through always found it in a neat, orderly milita 

appearance. 2 

Ai ter spend ing a busy ~\IinterJ the past garrison beg 

to prepare for the eventual return of Indian raids wit"h the 

etu or \'la:rm t.,reatl1er. he activities of the post \'Jere 

eoriented to the specific mi.ssion of defending the Smoky 

Hll a1:ea. The summer of 1868 saN resumption of attacks 

gain spreading throughout the frontier region of Kansas. 

<fthese atLacks led to another major offensive camnaio 

he antic nr n this camoBlgn, the troops of Fort 

allace \'i'er nvolved i' ne of the mosL famous rescues of 

the Indian war period. 

-'1e Indi.an raids of 1868 \Jere as fNidespread and almosL 

s numerous as the ones in the sumrner of lao 7 I but therewa 

one significant difterence. e large scale attacks of the 

se.cond summer not take place until the laLter part 0 

J'.ugust. For the first part of the s er~ it appeared as 

thougl1 the provisions of the Nedicine Lodge Peace Treaty 

'muld be successful. l·lhat aplJeared to be a uspicious 
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start was dispelled by an lncid invo ne: t~'10 Indian 

rw 
e spark kindling this raging ~ire was strUck' 

early June, when, a Cheyenne raiding party attacked the 

?T~llage of their traditional enemy the Raw. Cheyen 

justification for this act was in retaliation for memOers 

or their tribe supposedly killed by the Kaws. After raidin 

the Km'1 vIllage, the Cheyenne warriors in their excitement 

illaged the homes OL several whlte settlers in the Council 

Grove a.rea. Although they did not comrnil any bodily l1ann 

to the settlers, their actions oul the entire frontier 

egion on edge. Hany people vocally express~d their c.oncern 

over the fact that large bands of Indimls were allowed to 

oam the plains at \>1i11. This public outcry DromoLed an 

investi.ga~ion by officials in the Bureau of Incl~an Affairs. 

Afler concluding their invGstigation, the decision 

\'1as made hy these officials to ha1 L the issuance of ~\leapons 

as specified in the liedlcine Lodge trEaty. This decisior 

promted the ar~ nt by the Indian AgenL hat thl? Indian 

\Ilere e>..-pecting these gratuities and \olould be angered if they 

d i.d not rece lve them as proud sed. The proponenls of this 

won; the decision woas reversed. and the weaOOT1S 

,qe ~ssued. ~ithin a [e'lI1 short I..;reeks 'ndsight proved 

--i s Lo unwise choice. 

ece.iving Lhe arms and ammuniLion ~.n early August, the 

Cheyennes shortly thereafle e.gan ser~es of ~aids in the
 

Saline and Solomon River valleys. Accounts of these raias
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ow that the Cheyennes were excessively brut in ttle 

.. reatment 0 victims . news of the al:rocities 

pread acros e sas frontier,soldiers and settlers 

girded themselves for another round of combat. 3 

As t-Jo,rd of the at tacks pr'ogre s sed \1est~1ard he white 

. nhab i tants ala the Smoky Hill kne,.,1 that they would not 

ave lon£: t it before the Indians made their appearance. 

Since early summer t soldiers from the post had been assizoed 

duties to serve as ards for the stage stations 0 s 

seorts for the coaches. s tney were eady in position 

they were adequately ep areC1 il and when an at tack should 

CCUT. 

e rirst report of a concentrated attack in the Fort 

':allace area took place on JI.llgust 22, ten fJules \\Test 0 

the post. On this day, a portion of Con~any B, :> t11. infantry 

as returning to the post after being relieved of thei 

at several stations between Pond. Creek and Lake 

tatlon, Colorado. The soldiers ,,,ere able to drive off 

their attackers and suffered only a small nwnber of casual­

ties. Inunediately follow"ing thls, word \-Jas received that 

Indians had attacked Lake Statio The content.s the 

reDort indicated that had it not been for th@ ten soldiers 

present at the statioD t the Indians would have been abl'e to 

capture d destroy 1t. 

Coaches t.raveling the -road \\lere bv no means immune co 

attack. August 25 a stage \\las chased by \Y'arriors f 

approximately seven miles betwe 1s:': Spring nd Cheyenne 
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i-iell s. Je two soldiers servi carts were lnsLru­

mel1tal in Dreventing the -ram f ~ into the ds 

of the Indians., These att.ad first of be­

....dians otfore hostilities ceased. 

force the road to close, as they did a ye before, the),r 

made it extremely risky for the liLe d property of those 

tTaveling over the route. 4 

5 the. attacks continued to mount, General Phili 

Sheridan, r.vho replaced General cock as Commander of t 

II.DeDartment of the Mi.ssouri. was of Lhe opinion . . tha .. 

maj or cRffipa ign agains t the warring tribes of weste 

Kansas was \'llarranted and necessary. 115 From this command 

eC.l.s~on, TIS \Y'ere made for oDerations extending botll 

nort nd south of the Arkansas River. The objecti/e 0­

this offensi're campaign was to drl've the Iudi from chis 

region and deprive him of usln'>!. it as anctua 

To conduct operations in the Smol<y Hill area t Gener 

Sheridan authorized e enlistment of a company of exoeri­

encecl frontiersmen to serve as SCQuLs. The reason-Ln2 behind 

his de~Ls-on re ted from the hard lessons learned durkug 

the pre~Tious ITJIller'S Indian campaign T•.,1hen the army ran 

". self ragged pur-suing Lhe Indian. ecause OF this, G~n~rru. 

Sheridan and other hi£h r&lking milita~y offi~ers fele men 

\'lho knew hOtt,T 1:0 surv:"le on the open prairie and were knm'11­

edf eabJ e In the habits of the Indians stood a beLLer Cllance 

01: tracl~lng them dO\'ID ;md forcing thew into combat. 6 

.\e man sel eci:ed Lo fo ancI corunand t.his elit i 1: 
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•.Tas a fa,rorite of General Sheridan and a member of his 

staff, Solonel George A. Forsvth. Colonel l"ors 

been vearnine. for a field cormrrand and eSl,;e:Lly accepted l;h~S 

opportunity. On August 2L~ I roloncl Forsyth was issued 

oraers 08.utho-rizinr, the £orwat ion of the unit. 

i'hen announced, there {..~as such an oven'll'helmlng re­

sponse that ,,,ith-'· ive davs 50 men had enlisted and tne 

unit was readY to commence it ssion. Of the men selected 

30 II ""'olunLeered at Fort Harke"!' and the balance of the 

unit {'laS cOtrIDleted \qhen 2.0 more were added at Fort Hays. 

Selected as Forsyth's immediate subordinate was Lieutenant 

Fred Beecher. At the time of his appointment t Lieutenant 

Beecher Nas serving as post (tuartennast at Fort Wallace. 

~e lieuteuffi1t was selected beeau 

fame as a c.apable IndIan SCQut. 

by Forsvth and his scouts Is often referred to The 3atr.le 

of Beecher's Island~ in honor of Lieutenant Beecher, who 

ost his lite C!.U g that engagement. 7 

On August 29, rolonel Forsyth and his volunteer scouts 

marched ou:: of Fort Hayst starting an eight-day expedition 

t1'hich took lherr in orthwesterly direction between t11e 

Smol\;)" Hi11 and Republ ican Rivers. onmleti their scoutin? 

e:o-;pedi tion through this area lhey arrived at Fort l~allace 

on Septembe c ring their jout~eYt hey encountered 

various signs of Indim1s, but did not see any hostile 

~arriors. 

The scouts remained at Port tJalJace until Seotembe~ lO 
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h'hen word '~D.S received at the post that Indians had attacked 

a wal!ontrain ne.ar the small to\m of Sheridan, located 13 

lles 2ast of the post, and the i:.erminus of the Kansas 

acific Railroad. Upon receiving this in£o~1ffiation, Colone 

'orsyth ordered his men to prepare themselve.s to !mrsue tne 

raiding part.'y. most immediately scouts were ready to 

travel. Colonel Forsyth and his men made rapid journey 

o the sIte of the attack, located 'the trail of the attacK­

ing warriors 8~d began to follow 

lJhen they started the chase, the scout s had no \oJay 

or knmvinsr. they tl1ere about to create their m·m chaoter in 

the history of the Indian T,l1ars. The nat'rative of thi'-' 

pedition is a story unto itself and one well worthy of exam­

ination by anyone interested in the struggle betNeen tne 

Nhite man d the Plains Ind" Ch has been ~~itten 

eud records preserved \oJ'hich give a full accounL: o[ tile ne-

role nine-day stand of this group on a small is] and in the 

middle of the Arickaree River before being ~escued by troops 

from Fort uall,nce. Hot'1ever, the intent and purpose here 

will be ~o offer a description of how the trooDS from the 

fort became involved in this dramatic rescue. 

fte= trackin£ the Indians for several days, Colonel 

orsvth and his scouts were attacked at datm on Seotembe 

17 bv an overwhelming 1be [ Indians. Ithin a matte~ 

of minutes. the scouts fled to their island of safety and 

thus be~an their nine-day siege. Considering the desperation 

or the situation, it \\'as decided that volunteers ,.;rould be 
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51<. war 

,~o 

start,ed 

er:ec­

tion, Trudeau and Stillwell covered approximately 80 mil,e.s 

in four day=. 

Apparently feeling safe, they were traveling by da',­

light on S~Dtember 22 Near noon} they encounter t\.;ro 

o101et's carrying dispatches to Captain Louis 

?roenter ~ w 1as patrolling the Smoky Hill wi part of 

the 10th cavalry in the are.a of Sandy Creek, 4S miles \'Jest 

of the post. 'inding they were only 15 miles from the fort, 

Trudeau and Stillwell proceeded rapidly to the pose and i,,­

_ormed the conlITlanding officer. of Colonel forsyth's desperate 

situatlon. 8 

After receivin~ t.he report from the scouts, Lhe post 

commander. Colonel H. L. Bankhead, issuecl orders to send a 

cour~er Lo inform Captain Carpenter of the situation and 

instruct him to proceed immediately to the site of the 

beleaguered scouts. After issuing these instructions . .t:::an 

head d 100 cavalrymen left the post withi 1 hOll Of 

the two groups speeding to Lherescue, r:aptain r.a1:p@nte 

-eached the scouts first . 

..eceiving the instructions on September 23, Captain 

.,p.l.penter set out immediately Lor the 81-ea where the scout s 

\,lere located. hough he was concerned f 01.- the ',vel~ are of 
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_he scouts. there was also ot"lve in the carl ­

~ain t S eagerness' to art. arpante rve 

on Forsyth's staff the Civil n ana vlaS a oersonal 

friend of hi ~ enrou~e to the lOC on. of t scouts, 

Gaptaln Carpenter and his men. b ~re c.ircumstances, hap-

two mor ere sent in search of hel The second set of 

volunteers were Jack Donova: nd Allison J. Pliley. 

These scouts ~l1ere successfu] in their i ourney to Fort 

'.'Sollace and when they arrived they found the post almas' ­

deserted, as the maj ority of the cotn:rnand l'ilaS \"ith Colonel 

anKll.ead in searc11 of the scouts. Pillev elected to remain 

a.t the nest ut Donovan persuaded four men to return with 

i o th rickaree and l\Pas enroute to this location \~~hen 

found by Caotain Carpenter. Not know~ for certain l·mere 

the scouts \o]ere located, Captain Carpenter was e.xtremely 

pleased to ve the services of Donovan, as he len exactly 

Hhere to £;0, thu xpedite the rescue. 

Captain Carpenter and his command arrived at Forsyth IS 

ocation September 25. The arrival of the rescue party was 

none to soon. Since the .y of the attack, the scouts had 

been without food or medical supplies. All they had Lo eat 

,,'ras horsemeat from their dead mounts. fte everal days 

this turned rancid and was unfit for human cons tion. B 

th 1mB the rescue rty arrlved, the '.'Jounded \'1ere begi 

nln o suffer immense om the lack of medical treatmenL. 
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Il \'laS estimated that Colonel YOJ:syth t·.rould not haye lasted 

another day. Phen rl!sc.ued, he was runn;lng a high temDe r'_ 

ature a.nd afflict:ed with blood poisoninz from t.he ~l1olmds 

eceived during the first day of the attac_. 

The following day, Colonel Bankhead arrived l'littl more 

medical supplies and ambulances to transport the wounded. 

Two days later the scouts and their rescuers started the 

return trip to Fort lJ'allace, arriving at the post on 

September 30. At the post, those ,·.'ho required hospita 

ization were given the care needed. Colonel Forsylh was 

confined to the pas osniLa1 for tlu'ee month efore ne 

t\i'8S sufficiently recovered from his v70unds. 9 

iter the omento rescue" part of che garrison 

·.res invoLrecl in one otl1er notable e"ellt before cold weaUle 

eturned and forced a conclusion to active operatLons 1 

18&8. /".5 they \'Jere marching to the rel i ef of Forsyth' 

couls, C8!'tain Cs-rpent.er's men disco"ered a large Indi", 

traIl. It was presumed La h~re been made by the Indian band 

~hich attacked the scouts. ·!hen they reLurned to the ·cort, 

a report oE thi as sent to General Sheridan. Hil:h su 

a broad trail follOl", It was considered likelv that the 

Indians could be located. Supplied with this informaL~on! 

~eneral SherinaTI ordered the St avalrv to go Dy rail Lo 

point between Forts Havs and llace. Doon reaching the 

designated point, the caval unit was to Droceed overlan 

and locate the trail; follow it and strike the Indian camp 

en found, en these orders \'Jere J:,eceived, the 5th cavalry 
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,'as under the Lemporary command 0 njo oyall. :l€ 5th 

ca·~alr).r's comr:nandinr officer. Malor t;ugene .'\. (;arr t']a 

absent. in the performance of staff duties. It was bec.ause 

OL [-laj or Carr's absence that i":he troops of Fort Walla..:.e 

'lOUld be i,n\Tolled in another notable Indi 

Two days af!:.er _he 5th caval departed, }fajo r 

."ort Hays. Because of his e~'Perienced round 

in !ndian (ightln~, Ge:ner,'Jl Sheridan vJanted i:o rej oi 

hi.s uni.:. The Najoi:"' was insl1.-ucted La proceed to Fort 

~:allac.e ~.;here. Lwo compan':'es 0-:: ca-..raLr ·,e.-re to assist him 

in 1oca:: in~~ t 'th cav~l"""T s orders, 

[ajar C~rr arr~Ted at th OSL ~nlere cOffiDan1es and I 0 

.. 
~ 10th ccwol~Y'" f'Jere selected to escort him. On October 

14, U~.j or ~ar d hi s caval1."'"'.r escort departed the post in 

earch of the 5th cavalry. 

Aiter four days of marching, the ~~jor and his escort 

aChed the area on Beaver Creek where the 5th cavalry was 

Lhou~ht ~o be, but no trace was found. Small groups were 

sent out in search of them, but afte.r a fruitless searc.. , 

vas decided that the 5 th. cavalry mus·· ve gone 

i1110ther di::-ection. It was concl.uded that Lo c.onLlnue the 

searCh would be in vain d Major C,qrr elec;:.ed to rel..urn to 

ari... ~~allace. 

[l uctober 13 at seven DC1~ in the mo rning , as I:he 

tr."10 companies \.V'ere bre8.king camp and preparing tor their 

'etu to the fort, they ,qere ai: tacked ban several 

undred warriors. A running battle ensued which lasted ~or 

.L 
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our ecause d camped ianproximately 

e to tal:.orscreeK oottom 

aO'.7ffilcage of the ·ravines and er 3-n elos 

uickly recognized and 

'lith bl0 columns of 

O"round. \-lhere tl'ley 

Late in the morniu2the Indierns concentrated and 

launched B strong attacl~. The soldiers repulsed this as­

sauLt and sent the Indians fleeing in \'Ji disorder. i"XI!!!!!' 

_ecting second attack, Lhey rearraneed their defenses, 

but i ever occurrey. out one o'clock in the a.EteInoo 

it Nas noticed that the Indians Nere starting to slowly 

.. hdr.-=x liter nearly eisht hours of combat on a hot day, 

mimals N'ere begi ng to suffer from thir5~._.~e men .


The retreat of the Indians enabled che ~roops to move ba
 

to the creek where they could obta~n water.
 

At the cre.ek, a \.,icle bottom Nhic 11m'7ed rot' .e:ood 

observation hlas selected for tile ghtts camp. Tlle site 

chosen allm.;ecl Lhe camp to be guarded ill a mmmer \vohic 

prevG:nte e Indians from getting too close Tha.t night 

Indians CQuld be heard movinE about the area, but by sun­

se they had all vanished. As Lhey did 24 hours earlier, 

he troops broke camp and began their march back to Fort 

~!al1ace. ajar Carr and his cart arrl"ed at the fort on 

clober 2 .1eir return tri.p was comoleted i'litbout an 

-urther encounters with hostIle Indians. 
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Seve_ days later, additional ~nIO tion 

'eceived regarding the whereabouts of t 1 and 

Hajor rr \'las able to join his it. sing Fort \']a11ace 

s a se for their operallons, the 5th caval c.ontinued 

searCiL.Lng for the Indians. On October 25 t troopers made 

contact ~'1it.h a E:roup o£ ~·rarriors they fought for the next 

Lr:m days. The. band of \varriors \~~as a rear guard tor an 

escaping village. They successfully held off Major Carr' 

ad<.ance. and enabled the inhabitants oE the village La flee 

to safety. After Lhls engagement, i1aj or Carr returned 'vi I:h 

his cavalry to Fort ~'7allace and terminated I::.he c aign 

without achieving satisfactory results I!ith the conclusion 

of Lhis campai there tvet'e no :Eul"ther incidents of any 

sl.gnifl<.:.ance \"iLh Indians in the Smoky Hill area for the 

remainder of 1863. ,A.l though the Indians continued to con­

uct small raitls on the stage d railroad stations, these 

were more 0 ~ssment d nuisance rather th full-

r.:ale attacks. 10 

'ith the passing of the summer of 1868, which brou~ht 

the campai;rn agains e Plains Indians to a closet t.h 

m....~ectat.ions General Sheridan had _ the summer offensive 

:ailed La materialize. ~he inconclusiv esults were almost 

identical to those of th e-'ious year. P..bou:: the onl 

ifferel1ce ~vas thaL the caiLlpaign oE 186 id not create e 

conLro"l".rersy and public demands that 'Ii',rere prevo..1Mt the vear 

fore. e L\110 years \'lere almost identical, however, Jon 

....1at th rrny was vet to inflict .y maj or damage upon ....he 
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ilarrinr; t:ribes. thou e GIlded in -3. stalemate, 

some valuable lessons were ~e most important was 

~ne near tragedy of ~o rl his SCQuL:s. Tl 

Close cl1CounteT of Colonel ,·'0 scau lau~htt 

---:my hON not to figbt. rne lncill.aD.S 

Frustrated by their lack of success, top military 

officials decided to try a different approach. As nothin 

couid be achi ev€!d in l"'arm weather, plans \vere f ormulat.e 

- 0 conduct a winter campaign. i'Jhen the plan t>;as set up it 

called for three different columns to conduct operations 

in different areas. The most important phase of this 

i.nnovative idea took place in late November Nith the attack 

of tl1e 7th cQvalry on Lhe Cheyenne vi11age located on the 

,ashita Ri-er in weSLe Oklahoma. thou it viaS not a 

smashi.nt! victo for t a Lhe attack made the Plains 

Indian acutely illvare that their winter camps were no longer 

~he secure haven that they were earlier. 

thoug' he \vinter campaign was extremely costlv in 

men and equipment, the efforts and hardshios I)-ore SOt;le 

esults. The oifensive created more of a psychological 

defeat rather than a physical one, as the warlike attitude 

or the Plains Indians was somewhat. abated. Evel1 though 

the troops of Fort Hallace did not take an active part in 

this ais;n they did reap a portion of the benefits 0­

it. The winter campa ~elDed st.abilize the in situ­

atia n the vicinity of Fort l.Tallace and the Smoky Hill 

region hus making the GarT; son r S j 0 asier. ut:ure 
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occur, but they would not 

be the large... sc Cl s ~hose just ended,l 

attles with the Ind 

thouEh t a damper on tt"le war­

like spirit of the 
~ 

h :it 

completelY. . t e retu or \\!arm weat.l'ler. the potential 

for Indian hostilitie as still a force to be reckoned 

\V L th. It is probable aJor battles would have take 

lac~ durin~ the summer of 1869. scunning victory by th 

amy t nO~'I7ever t prevented th Ts situat Lon r 1:"0 eT"el op -l ng . 

Another offensive onerallOTI w. apidly de' eloping, but \'1, 

cut short by Najar r nd his 5th cavalry. 

n July lith" the 5t.h cavalry located a large Chey­

enne village in northeast ColoradQ and was able to at ­

tack it before the inhabitants were aware of their presence. 

This battle was one of e very few mes a tribe was caugh 

in cmnp completely off guard. ThiS Da e, known as Summll: 

pring was a severe defeat for the Cheyenne and ,?;reatl 

reduced their capacity to conduct offensive attacks. 

though this ~ngagement did not gain the notoriety of other 

ell knmvn Indian battles. its s ignificance ~Ii'as that it 

broke forever the wer of the India the region of 

western Kansas, Nebraska and easte Colo~ado. -ter 1869, 

ndian activity e upper Kepublican and Smoky Hi area", 

was limlted to s 1 raids. 12 

The "Croops of Fort Hallace did not take part in this 

attIe, but its outcome played lnmortant role in deter-­

mining the future for the post garrison and the Smoky Hill 
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region. Althou£h the dian peri ad diminished, the 

mission of the post d not charu!:e The troops lo-,lere still 

respons ibl,e fa' roi:ection for the Smoky lUll 

Trail and the ranidlv a cing railro .'hicb c.ompleted 

·...cado Denver Dy .1.870. The railroad, which by TIm.; ha· 

tl@ Smoky 1 Trail as the primary tr portation route, 

facilitated the duties of the post by providing rapid trans­

portation to areas where troops were needed. L3 

proaching the decade of the 1870's, Ii at. the 

post bec~e rather cid. The Indians still resisted the 

ncroachrnent of \o,'Phite settlers in 1869 and 1370, but tne 

intensity and feroci~ of th . ttacks diminished with 

each nassing year. To illustrate how the Indian peril na 

subsided, there was only one reported attack on the Kan5as~ 

Pacific Railroad for the entire year of 1871. No matte 

how hard he tried, the Plains Indian could no longer sto 

the progress of the white I S advancement into ances­

L:ral domain. 14 

During the decade of the 1870's, the post garrison 

Nould continue to perform their assigned mission. With the 

demise of the Indian, this became more of a formality than 

necessity. In the early 1870's there were minor skir­

mishes wi~h hostile Indians, but these engagements involved 

only a small number of combatants on both sides. For the 

decade of the 1870 f s, there were only two significant bat 

tles with the Indians interrupting the tranquil life exis­

ting at the nost 
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The first of these occurred in Apr of 1875. On April 18, 

TroaD H, 6th cay, rrived at the post by railro from 

ort Lyon in pursuit of 60 Chey,ennes who had escaped fro 

the reserva.tion in Oklahoma. The commander of this unit, 

Lieutenant Austin Henley. utilized the facilities of the 

post to conduct his search for the renegades. The visiting 

ops remained at the post only long enough to prepare fo 

SSl.on and took to the field within a short period 

of time. After several days of scouting, the cavalry 10 

cated the Indians on the North Fork of Sappa Creek, 60 to 

70 miles northeast of the post. Catching the Indians by 

surprise" the soldiers attacKe 1eir camo at dawn A i.l 23 

inflicting hea losses in both 1L'es and property. 

This attack, commonly referred to as the South Sap?a 

'1ass~.cre, has been E. controversial issue .L."or a number oJ= 

years. The dispute over the topic caus a dlvision inLo 

two distinct groups. One side condemns the Arn~ by statin 

hat the soldiers indiscrimInately shot women and children 

and commitLed other brutal acLs. he ooposition view claims 

that the so 1. d i.ers did not commi t. any at roc it i es , con t (;mding 

that Lieutenant Henley and his men performed l heir duties 

as required by military authoritv. 15 

The second battle~ which was the last major India 

ttack in Kansas, took place from mid-September to early 

etoher of 1878. The area Lo pay the biggest orice for this 

last raid ~\1as in the general vicinity of eastern Rawlins 3.Il 

'lestern Decatur counties, near the present city of Oberlin. 
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This incident was create large of Northern 

Cheyenne. who desired to turn to their northern 110mel 

bolted from the reservation klaholl1R. This bane 0 

run<=nvay Indians was able to rade ca.t>cure for several '\leeks. 

They \o,lere finally c,orner nort asL<'8. fo-rced 

to surrender and confined at Fort Ro,binson, where ey made 

a second suicidal escape. 16 

As their journey took them throue;h some of thei 

favorit@ hunting and raiding grounds, they decided to reLLV~ 

some of their old glories by aLtacking white set.1:lerS as 

they traveled north. In the aree of Decatur County, th 

nClians disolaved excessive brutality in their raids. Need­

ess t y, the news of these after a lengthy period 

f peace, created a staLe or near ic in ,,yes tern Kenses. 

As Fort Hallace was localed close Lo e Drojected 

Indian oath to the north, the Dost co ,noer Informed 

f the escaoe aIid ordered to ace his troops on full alert, 

ready for deployment in the event they were needed. TO 

e~~edlte this movement, railroad cars \<Jere mad.e a"8 

able. 

Equipment for pack mules was also ?repared, t the 

corrunandin£ office 'ecided aGainst tbeir use <'15 it s 

were not su£ficently trained. Having pre", iously exoerienc.ec 

this situation, the co der was convinced that the anim~ls 

\il'ould be more trouble than they were \·mrth. InfluenciuJ2: 1~1 m 

Lnl s decLsionwas the post gu:I.d@ T,.,.ho informed the post 

cOl1'lITlaI1de , at the t.errain ~...hlch the troops would have t 
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cover could be traversed DJ 

of these -preparations \~'e['e .Eo_ ou£ht, as the 

fleeing Indians passed to t llace, co 

mj ttiup attacks and continuin£ on their w before the nost 

arrison could be mustered into actio... liS; the SOlQ~ers 

01­ Fort Wallace missed their last opoort to engage the: 

Indian in combat before the pas t \.;ras aba' onaed. 17 

,y [lie late 187"'1 d e2rlv 1880's the white 

d nearly subjugBted e Indian. The dominance of the. 

,.;rhite lTIan I ~ c i--iliz,~t i.on over the native I'Jl1erican Ind':'an 

was. by ...hi. s tLl1e, c. fore.£.one. conclusion. Because of tnl.s 

bU :erThl1ent d military officials began to reassess the 

aJ.ue d need for. the UUIlle.rous m-tlitarv posts located 

throu<:?:hout !:he wes te niled States. Fort t-vallace was 

aoout to become a victlin of time. Having fulfilled its 

luission, the post would soon pass into history. 

The existence of th ost was first threatened in the 

eo-- 870'5. In th ual reDort of the Secreta o[ \':a 

Cor the year of 1870- 71 a suggestion ''las de for the con­

olidation of seve- forts in :olorado and Kansas, includ­

ing Fort Hallace. The recommendation was that the post 

buildings :,e removed to Fort Hays nd the abandonded post 

area be utilized as a summer camp to sLore temporary sup­

plies needed by soldiers patrollin~ regio It ~...as 

eLieve hat only a small number 0:::: soldiers would 

needed Lo keep \vatch over t.he property. ApparenLly ~hi~ 

:esolut~on was overntled as the post rern~ined active untl 

1882. 18 
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In this year the decision was reached by the zov 

ment to abandon the ~ost and dispose of its prooertv. 0 

pril 25, 1882, the Secretarv of ~Jar ordered the withdra-v 

01: L11e post garrison. Five weeks later the last military 

unit statIoned a he uties at a nes 

location. Co y A, 20th infantry was directed by special 

orders from Headquarters, Department of the Hissouri, to 

oceed to Fort Supply, ~ndian Territory. ith the oepar 

ture of this tmit, Fort Hallace ceased to be an active 

wilitary post. The only militat'Y persoune ernail1i.ng at 

the fort after this was the post a.ster \.;rith a 

detachment consisting of one sergeant and seven prIvates, 

~.•Tho rern.ained behind to keep wl3tch ov lhe abandoned post 

roperty. Later these men were. replaced bv a civilinn ca·.~e-

taker i~ithin a few years, Congressional action authorized 

t.h~ disposi.tion of post buildings and other property by 

~ublic sale and the 1a 01: the pas ESe~Jatton opened t 

seLtlers under r~heterms of th~ HomesLead Act. 1.9 

The closing Fort \,,'a11ace can be considered as tne 

ena of a chapte n the history 0 e American west. '1­

~ough it existed only a brief 16 years in historical time, 

the soldiers of Fort '\'Jallace made ,1aJ or conlrj bution to 

...."-e history of western Kansas. One of many frontier mil:> 

tary posts, the Fort Wallace story is an impo~tant link in 

"he tot2..l understanding of westt"a expansion .. 
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.5 one concludes reading ateri S 'evidentt 

that the establishment of Fort Wallace '·1a.S, as are all 

historical events, part of a cause and effect relationship. 

The cause and effect re] 'onship is created and developed 

bv outside influences and circumstance",. 't'ief sketch 01: 

the main topics of this work r•.;ill serve as an exolanation 

for th:'s theOr1l. 

This theory begins with th~ ide£l that the Great l"la1.TIS 

~as ~TI inhosoitable desert d useab'! e onlY as a vast IUdl­

l:'eserve. A ser.ies of Q'rents :cevlaced this concept, be0~n-

ning \I,'i th the discovery of go ,<.'lhen numerous fortune fleeR­

p~s tr~!eled through the Great Plains, d t -ocused neH 

",. ," ent '1 on on Lhls specific area. Th.is interest was ins~ru-

lLental in eroding the concept of the plains as a vast desert. 

The lure OL the Colorado201d fiG,lds capLi, fl,ted the 

_nter~st of many. Efforts \~ere, 1"egul1 which led to the es­

tab 1. i El:uIl.ent of 8. new overlaud route to thQ "-;C11d fields. Tne 

objecti,re of. t.he prorrloters of: this scherne '('las to c,<Ipture the 

ucr.ative trade renereted . 't..ne d ':scoverv of rw COf'­

, ined \·'iththi s ;.den ' ....as Lhe ~rm'.Tin"! emph~s is on the bul 

ing of ~." ,_ .. continent railroad. Orfc:riu'C: a vasL: expans 

ot inn 'ted to llroad cons true L 10 J:~sas waC' 

l,nO',::e on hoso. :lnvol- ed in thi ro,iect, as n possib'e 

JC'r] 



:It'.ti· e inha.bitants of the plains. Fro~. st exneriences 

uith the .ite man, the Plains Indian Nas fUlly aware that 

e overland route and railroad were only th2 vanzuard ror 

--.le throng of settlers that ',",onld follow. s thes \1/'0 

ansportation routes vJOuld pass through the middle o( his 

domain, :i.t was a foregone conelusion that the Indian wou I.d 

offer vir,orous resistance. Alt.hough various meLhods were 

tte.mpted to soothe the ellngs of the Pl~ins Indian, the 

eeds for B. conflict \'lhlch ,\~ould bloom into a full scale. 

'mr, \V'e:::-c al ready sm-m. 

~..11oT.v· n nothins to sla in the \'lay o[ ~- -°8 s s, Lhe 

e;mansionist white m demanded that hIs Interest in tlie 

~'lestern fronLier b rotecL:ed After beln5 released f'!:o 

tile rden of the Civil 11ar t the mil Lta \Vas in a posit-io 

to protecL the whit as he began his sur~e WEst. Thi 

'eX'i es 0 f eyentsled to the p lac. ing 0 f mi l:i. t.ar osts am:; 

the two main travel routes through Kansas. 

_.eflectin2: on these various events, it is ob".'io that 

if ...here had not been a Colm:ado gold rush, a Smoky Hll 

Trail, d a Kansas- Pac lfie Railroau-- then there. tvould have. 

been no need for Fort H.:.llac'l;;:' owe-,rer, these events did 

oc"'ur and thus gave the Fort its place in history, Althoug 

it played only a smal art in 11 large ru:1a, ttle 
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accomplishments aJ1d deeds a e sold±e~s stntionecl at th 

_ort are \\'orthy of nrese '-' 'S tor\' of west sas 

'iOUld not be eomolete if include the c .• ution 

iTInde by the post sian in defe.ndinr: the ;:)moKy 

Hill TraiL 

Existi for only s 1 number of years in histor­

ical time, the troops of the fort served e~r country well 

during the tenure it.s existence. ~·nlcn it had out lived 

l~5 userulness, t post was retired. {othing rer.lains of 

Fort \,7allacc now but distant me.UJ.ories. 11 physical evi­

ce of t.hi 5 one e e.c t i ve f) as [: has di peared. rrne area 

wnich ~\1C-S once the post groun S oarren and swept by the 

ever present prairie \·linds. The sole surviving remnant 0'· 

-he -ort is located in the. old post cemetery. Standinz tall 

nd straiglit like a senr.inel and\'Je.athered by the Kansas 

\,rinters and countless rainstorms 1s a native stone monument 

erected by the troops of Fort l-Jallace. Barely legible on 

the monument i'"' inscription ~~ich dedicates it to the 

men Qr the 3rd infantry and 7th cavalry who made the supreme 

sacriiice In the perfonnfulce of thei liLies during the 

sutrmler raids of lSG7. Haintainin? "igilant t'Jatc.h over 

the area, t11e monument is the 1as t phy s ie-a JII.n£lD.t 0 [ t 11 

ori[inal post, vlhicll serves as a constant rem1.nder of rile 

eeds 7 accomplishments and sacrifices made by the soldie.L;:' 

Q.t Fort Uallace. 



~_LIOGRAPUICAL t' 

llhen first embark-in.'!.' UDon the. l\lork of researching this 

paper, my ~ea~ate concern was findIng enough mate~lal t 

co\'er the subj ect. Ear1y res earc'h revealed very 1ittle, 'lJ 

as time pro~ressed an exami.nation of various second 

sources 1'1 etters to historical societies &,d liDrarlBs 

revealed ab ance or material. m'l that the task is 

omoleted. I believe Lhe"'-e is still sufficent material 

Fort ~']allcl( e that would W'ar"!:";"mt examinatiou for furthe~~ 

Lstoricol stUd~. 

he ohjec..:.i.:i<<'e Qt:: this note is co '::er 

2. short descrini:.·_on of the more. Inl[lo~l"~al1t sourc.es used ;, 

Lhis ~·m~·k. 1a future e, i. f hv chance a re 5ea"i~chQ'1:' 8 houl 

COftle ac lOSS this l\'ork ~ it is ~_ ed that the sourc.€s :Ln cc 

, e:-e d i.n the blblior':i:'aphy NLl1 make thei.r Las1::. cas tcr un' 

mo:e nroductive. t should be unde.rs\.:.oo ..... , lis 1s br no 

"Ieans a complete list of 3.11 sou~~ce IT;atcri' erca.i..ninG: to 

.: o~i: Fall.:tc:e. 

Prinar ouree
 

Post Lett.ers
-
~hese i.e contl3.iTl a Ncal::.h of first-hand infoL­

"1<:' 'on. In using them, one can ~~aln a basic --:eellnfl.. of ':l1E 

i.nt~ of the b 1 iCms r)OS. ':i an 

,.. "'~---r.!..son. The letters vn.1-;" in len':.th. Thev Cj,:tend from 
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I·Se­eone.-hal f 1) 

,1 0 Cl!!Ileniec ted LeA. 

:1. enhe 

, cneotheru.Bed . 

a E'letLers are tre a 

~:oundation of tl ject. 

s 

TI~is source material is somewhat similiar to a current 

rr:ilita IDO report, but contains information for a 

\]1101e month. he prim importance is its breakdof.vn of 

o.vailable mcmpoNer, These items are rec.orde epared 

f 1hich lS separated in~o specific catagories. hsse 

catagori consi.st of sud Lems os the number of me­

L,.escmt for duty, nurnbeI" of men confined to the hospita 

guard house, an e numbe;:- of Iilen killed or \.;roundeu in 

ope-cat i OTIS against: th dians "ach re .las :.~ slJDrt 

:o>pace :Cor :cemark~ for any impo1:"tant even~: wh':'c1 

hQse rema:;:-l::s, when cor~lbined \'lith tl Post Letter, c.:tn add 

. l'	 f t' .~. b'·'J.ta	 lU_Oltn.::l. :l.on to a specL.. l.C su Jec .... 

Go~eLiUnent Publications 

A 300d share of this matQrial ~5 the transncLions or 

numerous rcrmnenl Dcies 11 o~ these quite 

len~tl1v an oul c.quire a tremendous .omaunt of time to10.:1 ~ 

researcil thoroughly. ~his \'1or1-::., these i te.m.s T,-7erQ used 

'<:01:' f.::.he most part to gain better understanding of topics 

sed as background rr.aterial. For this ,-,TO::- he mnin gOVBlll ­

wmt publication used \'Jas the Pouse. anrJ Senate Doc.uments. 
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T11CSC contain ~ mult~tude of items. Such as etters fro 

civilians \"mo \"Jere ers from hial'U..l-~J 

cL.J..J-~rsant:~ing mil i .. or-fleers roas eOTIce 

ssio • -·.rest i~ations. T 

henort of t:ne ommissione of Ind' t1d.. J. i;LLr S the Renort 

mld recordS 

hould not be o'lerlooked. as the' 

similar to the House and Senate 



the attacks on the stage stations by Indians in the month 

f November, 1866. 

Calvin H. Gmver, 'The P.:_-<c's Peal:.: Gold ::'.ush :-:Ind chc 

..;,lUot- ill Tra~l,'~ .._n ~- __ -__._ (u,orterly, Vol. XX~, 
~s ' 

1959. 

lis nrtlcle ;s a sol xrunple of the econor.1· C 

~ ortance of the Smoky Hill route. GOWQr gi,es a detailed 

~counL Ot' the efforLs bv the merchants of eas.tern 

communities t.-o proITIo'- evelop the Smoky Hill. ",'ne 

arlie-le is tho':::OU~Jl1y documented end of:fers 'j-aluahle foo~-

-'al which re' eals additional i.utormaLlon on ~he 

c.-u1.Jjec.t 

T ")ou,;las Hurt, u'lhe r:ons Cl.llc.t.':'on and DevelopmenL. 

of F01.~t Hallac.e d the nroblems sociated with it. Th 

ar~icle uescribes c.omplicat Lons \vhi -r~1.1ed the po~l 

because of poor const1.Llction. ~men us~d. \·li.th Post LetLe-I.-S 

.:elating t.o the smn liD j e -::.nis article he.lps Lo estab­

lis .:..oood back~roul ~or this suGiect . 

tJir.-s. Franl:. 11onL::::omerv, :'::'o;:i.. \·Jallace and it I s·~elation 

to i:.he Frontie T<";msas 

26-2.....
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Although e cle offers a ~ood description 0 

Fort Hallac.e, i di cult t. ollow, as the author has 

a tQndenc.y to Ie from topic to topic.. The article 

inc ludes several 1 ell~ I..ily digressions on items irrev@l8TIt 

to the Scattered throU2hout ttle aJ,:ticle 

IS l.nronnal:.l.on on the units \'1hich made up the post garriso 

,;l"ud the nrinciual officers in command of the post. It i 

especiallY valuable for its exPlanation of establishment 0·· 

i:he fort. 

Book.s

7l11iam A. Bell, New Tracks in Nortb America. 

The author of this work ~Y'as .::l Bri.tish scientist and 

amateur photographer who \i1.:l.S accompanyinr: the railroad 

~u~vey party ~lich ODpeet. at the fo in June of Ul67. 

• 'Lis book has been :reoublished by B. different company, but 

in its original fOrQ. The author tra"eled extells1'~ely in 

the \-.'est \'Jith the sur' ey party and thQ bool: is a descrivi.. 1.on 

ot his entire journey. The chapters especially usable taL 

this vmrk are cha1?ters four and five. In chapter tour, 

eJ.l desc.ribes his llfuJression of his journey from Salina to 

Fort ~·lal1ace. In chaptGr fi,/ he records his -"ieT.'i of tl 

a~tacks of June 21 ~1d 2v. 

ay Allen Eillington "estern F 1B30 

860
 

These two books by a noted author of Hestern history 

rovide a solid back2rou the development o[ rninin 

the oLf,ani~ation of ov@rlan outes. ,Ies tt'lard ansion is 
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pr imarily Do general Nork coveI"ing the full .,c.one oZ the 

"estern mo~renient. TIle Far Hestern ':'·ronc.~1 er tocuses pr 

ily on the DerJ.od 1830 ::'0 1060. Chanters 11 and 12 cont 

a l'lCa.lth of infm::mnl:ion on I;:he Pike's Peak ~old rush an 

a descriptlon of the overland e~"'Dre 

Cyrus P. Jjraoy 

Ithou~h this uor -as been republished several times, 

the BrRdy book 1.6 0 of the best references for Indi 

battles. Chapters fbte Lhrough nine CO'ler in full detail 

"'e story of Forsyth I 5 scouts and the battle on Dea'er 

:reel: in October of 1867. '.~dy has included In Lhis a:cet;. 

n aescriplion of the c.onfl.icL that de'.eloped between CaDtn.ln 

Ja1"oenter and Naj or {,,;a s co \o7l1ich one uns ac tULllly in 

conmand at Beaver CreeK. 

.DIl Hoig, ..._ __ -.__ . _ \·lilliam H 

Conrruesl of the SouLhenl Plains andeclde, 

The Buffalo Soldiers.
 

These three source' 1'_ oEfer good materi for tli
 

Sal.l2 o.re..... ~as an Excellent 

deSc.r-Lp t Lon a he disas:"rous effects of Hancock's ~amD 

1(1 the summer raids o~ G8 \'lhich helped to briTIr on the: 

~.] inLe:::- c,;uIinal£.TI of t 
."
rear. The l'li.l Ltarv conGucst or tnt:: 

bac.l-;,,~round -=01' the o·rerall 

Ind.':"'an probl lLtn a ion of e'·ieUCs \<:lL.Cll occur ~e 

i: seeo half of the 1860 o So::"'dic.rs 1.5 

r ••.1 narre.t.::'on of the formaL:ion of the lHacl~ i"..l.ents short 

.::tf i.:er [:h12 '-::iv11 t'lar. As L:he 10 l:n ca·~'.':!. -]:lS s':.:a r i aIled a" 



o:':'t l']all~e d~ing 18&7-186-8, the book ':'s useful in 

in£o:i:"1TletioTI about specific events which involved tha 

un...U: ,,;hile a.t the poc .... 

ilbur Sturi:enmL NVG J Plains Indipn ~aiders: 'The 

-om the. 

B. malar Dortion of t11 Ls bool: is a collecL 10!1. 

Indians and milita~ fficers, it con~ains 

a good descriotian out eVGn:':s in the 701.~t Hallllce area. 

Of sDeci~l value e the copies leading LD the QS~IDJlis~,enc 

ot tLle DOS d t.he at~acKS "ch Look place during the 

GUITImer or 1367. 

enry 11,. Stcnley,. 

. s notable autho"( tli'Q.S a firs t-lla partici.pant i.n 

Gener~l Hancock's ill-fated e:~ed·tion. Al thou'"h sm.Lf2\'Jho..r.
~, 

b..i.ased .., .1.is ViCT"lS, '".;rhich car.t a ':avorable 1 if:h': on 

Cener allcock, one can still :;ain a sood ir:.....pTcSsioTI 0 

~,:hat actualLy ppened. Stanley helps to establish a solid 

acKground for the topic. O~lginally lished in 1895, the 

book is not lvidelv c.irculated. It took some time to aCGU..!...rc. 

8. copy, but a. microfllr.-t copy '.-las £ lnally obtained thL~ouGh 

~he Library of ConurQS~. 

Itobert 14. Utley~ 

l~_ d Life i 

le first two \'mrl~s ")rimari1v histories of th 

nili..tarv in the ~'lest 1830-1.890. Althou~h bas~cnlly milita 

in nature, they also offer a descriwt 10n o~ Indiill1 affairs 



c1 tile ith them. The. author naso 

covered el\'Jee.n the aJ.iTIV d 

Indians. ocumente .n ontal 

.",.cns e .... dd:'Clona n a°
 
- ecific _ootnotes and bibliogrcpl ~ of ~n-

--aluab lee. 

'oak. 'Life in Cusr.er I s t,avab:y, ofrers a 

spJen 

:te 

ccount of e'lents 'vhich took p lace ~n 

atlSas 867-186tL The author has edited the di<~ies 

zn ot: [~lbert and J enrd e Darni t z. Fhen u:;ln~ , 

"lork of t1L.s tvoe, a reader can sometimes become los t .1.n 

maze or 2ns1gniticrnnl events. Such is not the case wi 

ttlis boola l'Jhen used in conjunct. i on with 0 thcr maccria.l 

e book ma1..es a. ..o.1:eat contribui..ion tmvards gainJ.ng 

throur:h understandiuE of this LJ;,lo-yenr perioo. P.S a-

e 7th cavalry, Albert ~arni.t.z clescrihes h";'. 

attitude towards his superior officers ~nd how they handlea 

the Indi nee c o£ his narticination ~n::t1(: 

-:0, cae f June 26, 1867, lis boo':: oLEcrs 2. rc:!~lde:r a r irs' ­

1-1 tll1eI ace t of what hanpcned. As Alber a.:.IILtz cn o
­

• ..c."e,leral ~s at Fort n.:lllace, :1 researcl1er c .:;uln l.lliO 

ation conditions \l1h:Lc: ?isted at the nest dur1n~ 

....he s o 867 . 

alter. Prescott "7elib Plains. 

This book considered -
o~ l~lUY years as the standard 

'~70rL about the Great Plains, \V'.:1S helpful in establ ".. shin a 

backr'.r.ound for the theo·rv 0': the Great J\mericpn "Jesert
'-

0 
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PENnIX I 

aD and list of staLions on the Smoky Hill Trail. 

~.l.ls list is from Hrs. Frank Nontgomery, "Pon:. Hallace and 

°ts ~elation to the Frontier," fo!!ectl.ons or tile Kansas 

StaLe Historical Societv. ]c~II (1926-1928), p. 19l~. 

iles Uiles 

118to	 City. . . 

.. , t • 

Leavem-Jorth t	 1 ~ • • .96 
ee...... 

('" 
I• i .. 'II! • • • 

91 

~3 
1 

13 
11 05 
.. 2 
18 
10 
.7 
.0 6") 

Leavenworth to aSln..	 J :;39 

78 

7
 



~~kL~nry units stationed at eart Wallace 

This list is taken from an unoublished article describin6 

.... ort Hallace l\1hich is on file at Fort La""'TIed. Knnsns. 

Co. R, 2d Ca7al 
66 Co. Et 

Co. D, 
o. I, 

June	 1867 Co. G,
 
y 1867 Co. G,
 

CO! 

October 1868 Co. 
th Infantrv 

Oth Caval 
7th Cavalry 

try 
O..:J1i ~, I, 5th In[an t"nr 

Cos. 3 Lh Caval_ 
Cos. AT 2, F " I, Land H, 
.)th Cavalry 
as. 13, C and I antr) 

Co. C, 7lh C':av 
nco and Cos. A, E,	 3d J.n 
-2l1.try 
Co. H, 3d TnfcmL _ 
Co. Dt 6th Cavalry 
Co. H, 3d Infant 

o. A, 6th Cavalry 
~9th InfanLry (1 Company
:::0. H, 5th Cavalry 
Co. K, 19th Infantry 
Cos. rand G, 1GLh In[anLry 
23d Inf;mLry (1. Company) 
Co."". 29th Infnnt...... ~ 

II 

9
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Le o 5 

III 
11. 4 

8orn s .tlce . . 

ShOUld" be noted clLat thi ilas e .e 

trail t established and some of the original name 

'lere 1 ed ~ usinp- Pond's Creek as eference 

point tne oximate location of othe'l- sL:ations can De 

located. 



lPPENDIX III 

escription of sources for the attacks on FOrt wa.u..ac.e 

of June 21, 26, 1867. 

yone desiring a detailed descriptio 

,-wo attacks, there are three sources \Vhich Drovide excellent 

material. T~'1o of chese are written by people ,,,ho were 

present when the attacks occurred. 

description of both attacks is given Dy Wlli tam ••. 

nell in his book, Net.., Tracks in North Anlerica. Bell ,,,as at. 

Lhe pose and t'litnessed both attacks. His descriotion is 

primal:lly conc.erned ~'l':'Lh his part .Ln the attacks. The at­

tack of the 21st is covered beL'·Jee.n pages 52 and :;6 and 

the attack of the 26th is described bet~]e.en pages 58 Lo 61. 

Dell WaB an amateur ohotogrnpher ,qnd ~ecorded for poste~ity 

t.he mutilated body of Sergeant Fredr~ck Hy1.1yans. Beti'Jeen 

pages 61 and 6L~ he orfers his Lheory for. the. var i ous cuts 

on the bodies of the soldiers ~n1o were killed and mutilated 

)V the Indians. l~lthourh it is ~\ll:·.i..l:t.en from his mffi Doinc 

ie\'}, the ~n[ormaLlon giVQll by the nu~hor contributes 

Iluch valuable. infOrrnF.ltlnn to lJ oLh attacl,s . 

..dditional f lrst-hr.md L.nO{·11 ed.;e of the June 26th 

"il.:.tClck 1s gained from Captain JHbert BarniL:::~ \'7ho commnnde 

rhe force that opoosed the attacking \~Tarriors. 

to 11~ S Nife. the Captain 'Zives a detailecl de.sc:: int i.on at tile 
~ .L 
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~cLio e t f t.h's lette obe~ 

Life i 68-74. tlGV s also 

~nc ... _lcial letter ami t z urote ,-

Lieut 

Distric' 

June 28 

~n 

let.te 

or these let~ers offer Lnformntion of e~treme value for 

anyone interested in thlS particular toni~. 

lircl source for these o attacks is Pilli~ 

St:' ev Nye's book, As a contem­

pora uthor, Nye l'a sed or~g.l.n ources :0 develop s 

descriptio, " Ie describes borh attacks bett'lcen ~es u 

2. As he foocnoLes this ~olith orl£l:inal sources, a 

-esearched "!auld only have LO consult these to aCGui 

lit Lonal iu.;::ormaLion. On page 258 the author has include 

the pictu1,,.e 0: the rnutilaLed borlv of Serf'~eant Fredric'-

Uy llyans that '-JaS taken by Pilliam Bell. Uith 'the picture 

lS a backgrQund descrip1:i.on of the unfortunate soldier ~'1ho 

.'Jas victiml~ed by the Indians. 



t.PPENDL;: IV 

on of sources for the to tion of Colonel 

George A. Forsyth's Scouts and the Battle of l:\eecn 

Island 

:len planning the organizac.~on of this thesi. . t ''las 

originally intende o Include n full account of Co~one 

Forsvth ·s scouts. However, after progressing .rOUl'!n 

this work, it bec.::une clear that a full description of thi 

ent would not fit int imary topic. 'herefore , it 

was decided to include only the part the troops of Fort 

,T-...l1ace had in chis e~-cnt 

conside~able amount of material has been w~itten 

about the drrunatic s t.ory of Forsyth and his SCOUl:s. r'los~ 

Deneral 1.\Torks of the Indial1 war period carl_l' a basic 

reference to this topic. For. .yone \.'h ay des~re more 

e~~pllcit informar.io n this subject, several sources are 

recommended. hey are listed b N 'Nith a short explanation 

or each Dlle 

laptersCyrus F. 

5-6. In Lhes e t\'10 chap ters , Brady giv es full account of 

the entire event. Chapter 5 starts \".Lth the :l.ni.tial attack 

at. early da\'m and conLinues ,.nth graphic descripLion 0 

the siege of the scouts until their .cescue. The chapter ls 
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almost a d by day accoun t 0 ··,·n sutfe.rln 

endured bv the' scouts. 

__ ter 6 ~s primarily about the re e. ne rirst 

ort:ion of S chapr.e escribes ho e o outs slirme 

st e aus and their ; OUl.L1ey to e. h 

Chan ter concludes \'I1itl escrlDtion of tne 

ana thelr &ch to th lief of Forsyt:11 d 

eorze orsyth AF-ron~.ier Fight," 

u-­

1895. hough it ,va ritten 

nos l:. 30 years aft.er the event, Forsyth I s article is a ...d.vid 

narrative of the enU.T:,e ODcraC:,_o...... e Lle£:J.ns "-liLll J.nro ,-­

at:.~on aDout hm'l the scouLs \\1e.l:C !orme nd a aescriotion of 

tne men o made up cnis unit. lis article ':-S or e...ccep­

tional value in its tellin~ of the heroic stand or Lne 

scouts in reDellin~ several attacks by the Indians \\1hen 

Lhey \vere 7D.S tly outnuf'1bered. For additional iniormation 

on this LODle. one should also consult ForsyLh's book 

Captain .., s H. Carpenter, "The Story of escue " 

,1925. Captain Carpenter was 

he cormnanding oificer of Troop H~ 10th cavalrv. TIlls unit 

vas the first to reach the beleaguered scouts. '::'he prima..... ' 

content O~ this article concerns the rua~ch of the caval~~ 

Lo lhe rescue of ~orsyth and his men. Included in Lh 

art icle is a cOPy of the letter Instruc' ing Cant.a "..n Car 

enter to nroceed on this rescue mission 

George E. Hyde, ~i£e ~~ ~_~_p_ _ ~&..... laDt.er 11 ':'h 



2nl. 

se .•• ritten from a differe ie\'1?o..... 

orre different imDress::...on of: tl b e a 

~t descr~bes the Indians' par 

thi 

eto 

chapteinterest 

o he famous Cheyenne ChiE:'t, ~'~o os"". 

J. Hot.tes, "The 'leecher lsI attler:1-e 

Diary or Sigmund ShJ esinger, It _.__ • ~__ u=q~~_.~_ UIV,. 
1952_ ticle is a ~eprlnt 0 e di tries ot one 

of Forsyth r s scouts. /-'.1 thoug oncise, they cover in on 

ologica! o't'Cle he time from '....hen Shlesinp:er volunt.eere 

til their rescue. The main value of this material is'to 

elp establish t.he ?atte events in seque 

United States :ong;ress, 63 Congress 1n(! sess~on, House 

of :teDresentati"'~~es, Pension to _u_ - ,_.. _ t 

:;:~21C. The in premise us congress'; onal document Has 

o esLablisll OUDe!. reason for. grantiuL lerTllIlCnt pen-

ion to the scouts. Contained i his reDort are con1es 0 

the official letters to and from Colonel :::'0 rth and othe 

military officers concernl the fOIT.lation an ctivities 

ot the scoULs It is those letters wh;ch make thl ocument 

at: exceDtional 

source ,,',?hich n be consulted La ~_,ain i.mo.-­

~il " . ~tion on addition s ·ces L I. Leckie's boo 

hi oak i isto~' of lhe black 

~~er>;iments in the post-Civil r l'eri ad. As the 10th cava 

"!as one of these Regiments. Ledd.€ bas material de~-oted to 

"1:el:c par n e s ClOCWJenta1:jon :0.110\-]5 use 
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